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Thank you for joining us on this online course. It's really been a wonderful journey for us, and we've learned a 

lot in the process. Chioma and I are sitting here at UCT, the University of Cape Town. And I think it's good to 

remind ourselves that inclusion is not just about schooling. It's not just about primary and high school. But it 

also goes on into higher education, where we are sitting at the moment.  

 

One of the things that I've learned in the process of doing this MOOC is the power of online communication 

and how you can actually communicate with people that are so far away, but you feel that there is a two-way 

communication happening. And we have really enjoyed your comments and blogs that have emerged during 

this course. Chioma, what have been some of the highlights for you in doing this online course?  

 

Judy, I agree with you about the conversations and the participation from this course. It's been amazing. But for 

me, I think also there's a lot to choose from. But basically, I'll identify two areas that I stood out for me so well. 

One of them is around how communities have found a way to make inclusion happen with very little resources. 

So it lets me know that there is something in our communities that we can use. There is something everybody 

can use to begin to make inclusion happen. And that has come out so well in the rich experiences that people 

have shared of how they have made this happen.  

 

And the second part is the stories of people, the children, watching them in the classroom, seeing that a child 

with a disability is not the only person who benefits from being in that classroom. The community benefits. 

Society benefits from engaging with people with disabilities. And that has been a real highlight for me as well 

in this course.  

 

Yeah, I think that reminds me of when we started this course. We talked about the child being at the centre of 

all our efforts. And it's not only the child with the disability, but also children without disabilities. And they 

learn from each other. And they begin to be more accepting of diversity, as well as achieving their educational 

outcomes. And then that they've got their family around them that helps them to move from the home into the 

school. And even the schools need support from the families. But they need support from the wider community 

as well.  

 

And once these things are in place, then it seems to me it's much easier and more possible for practitioners to 

ensure that children have a chance to learn in their classrooms. So I think that having gone through the process, 

that becomes clear to me, that everybody needs to work together.  

 

So what is very important for me is that the participants carry on learning even after this. Because I think we've 

just been able to cover the very beginning steps, Chioma.  

 

Yes.  

 



 

 

What would be your take-home message then for participants on this course?  

 

It would be exactly what you said, I mean, to carry on learning. We've had so much rich discussions coming out 

from this engagement. There's been so much shared experiences. And already, we've established a Community 

of Practice through our conversations. So my take-home message would definitely be, I think we need to 

continue talking beyond this place, continue to share our experiences, share best practices, what worked for me 

in this context, what could possibly work for you. Because then we continue to grow and engage.  

 

And one of the main issues that came out is how you don't get it right the first time. Don't be afraid to fail. Don't 

be afraid to fail. I think that's a strong message for me. We shouldn't be afraid to fail. We need to venture. We 

need to try. And if we fail, we'll learn from it and we keep doing it. All the schools, all the communities that 

made it happen said they have to learn how not to be afraid to fail.  

 

There's no manual. So we need to work with what we have and then learn from each other. So my message 

would be let's continue making inclusion happen. 

 

So I think we need to just remind you of the resources that we have put online, the resources that are available, 

and to consider if you want to get in touch with each other, to keep the process going. Chioma, thank you very 

much for guiding us through this process, and good luck to our participants in implementing inclusive 

education. We hope that this course has helped you to make a difference in your communities around dealing 

with diversity and inclusion.  
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