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The area under the curve was calculated by Prism for each of the above datasets. In 

addition the total area calculated by Prism was compared to the total area obtained 

as the sum of all the areas from I to VI to validate that the subdivisions of the dataset 

had been correct. Each area was then expressed as a percentage of the total area. 

The decision to express the areas as a relative percentage was taken as absolute 

areas on the gels are difficult to compare due to differences in staining intensities of 

the gels. This may well relate to the freshness of the Sudan Black and the 

acrylamide, which both do influence the final appearance of the gel. 

All the patient and control scans were analysed in this way and the results collated in 

a Quattro Pro spreadsheet. The results were subsequently statistically analysed 

using the statistical functions of the Quattro Pro software package as well as InStat, 

a statistics programme developed by GraphPad 

7.7 Examples 

The following is an illustration of the procedure described above. 

Fig 7.1 

Control with LDL 
A Species Patient 
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The following scan served as a control for this patient 

Fig 7.5 

Control Hyperlipidaemia 
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Fig 7.7 

Dysbetalipoproteinaemic Patient 
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Fig 7.8 
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