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CHAPTER 1

THEAL: HIS INFLUENCE AND IMPORTANCE;

CONFLICTING OPINIONS OF HIM.

It would surely be unnecessery to Juetify
this study, end ettempted assessment, of South Africa’g
most prolific, 1ﬁf1uent1a1 and oontroversial historian.
It would probably be useful, however, to remember Just
how prolifioc, influential and controversisl Dr. George
McCall T heal has been.

Although he had no university education
or epecisl training as sn historian, Theal hsd other
ugeful qualifications for his work. He had travelled
widely: Canada (land of his birthf?ZUnited States of
Anerice, parts of Africe, and most of the capitals of
Burope. After his arrival in South Africa, at the age
of tuenty-five in 1861, he travelled extensively, &nd knew
and lived amongst 8 wide variety of people: English and
Afrikeans, Africans on the old BEestern frontier, rough
diamond-diggers in Kimberley (in the 1870's), government
officials and anthropologists in Cape Town, President Reltz,

j\/\/.

X S suer and other leeding politiclans of his day.

He knew, or learnt, most of the langusages
necegecory for research into the history of Southern Africa:
English, Dutch, Afrikeans, Bantu lasngueges, Portuguese &nd
French. He read prectically sll the relevant publighed
sources and did originsl research in the Archives, covering
& very wide ares. I doubt whether anyone hag yet reed and
written over & wider period than Theal: from before the
first voyages of discovery until his own time. He was @&

dedicated and exceptionally industrious worker. Who could
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surpses his performence {while in Englend) of twelve hours
& 8ay, seven days € week ‘? He was, %tou, fortunste in
having @ Job in mem he wase given goope and racﬂ:.tijes for
hig historical resesrches, time to write. and aid in

publishing meny of his books.

Thetl received & fovonratle réeaﬁtian; and-
wi&espread recognition for his fAirpt baa‘élz
of South African Histe ohy, publisheﬁ in 1874,
BY 18'77 1‘t hed reached & 3rd edition, and wes widsly
regamed as the bent generel hﬁ,atorv of South Africa yet

nY.and Geogre

written. The histories he published from 1886 onwards were
inmediately accepted se stendard works,-6nd ren ‘into many
editions. In 1891, Theal received the title of ®Higtorio-
grapher of the Cape Golony#. 1In fact‘ he wag, by men, ttze
Historiographer of South Africa.

A whole generation of South African historisns -
F.'Eegi‘nald Stathem, fﬁary,, van Oords, Jo‘hnst@ne, Leyds,
Eybers, Preller, Breakes, F@ucha, gome stﬁeie fgntgﬁ;, athera
forgotten, paid tridute to and acknowlelged their heavy debt
to Dr. Thesl. BSir Harry Johnstone called him #the celebra ted®
and %the impartial mg‘mrién a‘f‘ South Mrmézzt Cory pmisé&
the *Judicial impartmnty anﬁ veracs t§5ﬂ of fthat indefatigible
workerﬁ %,  In 1924, Edger Brookes declared that: #No book
on any 2spect or period of South Africen history can fitly close
without & trilmte of thanks $o thot magter of resﬁamh@ ase
Dr. Theel. It is due %o his extroordinerily indefatigible

{1) %ot eeunting en eeriier 1ittle pam@hlet.
it is. {1871).

Britein scross the Sese, p. 82.

South Africe as

{2)
- {3) gGory Vol. lV. Preface.
{4) ©it Vol. 1. Preface. | >
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‘end diserimineting labours thet it is possible today to
prosgecute higtoriecsl research under conditions, which, if
""" nat.perfect,-arega%least'infinitely be$ter thaé:ﬁhen ﬁe*
undertook hig grest 1ife~wor%.' A1l homour to his haméli
and he prefaced a dis&greement with Thesl with the remaﬁk ‘
f;ﬁ% teven from the severely impartial peges of Tﬁeal ...fg)ﬂ
Amangst the chorus of pmaise, however, & few
ftesident VOicea were heard &t ‘the turn of the century. Both
T.De Eosmaééyanﬁ F.A, van J@aravelé4}_ vhao heve written onv'
South.. Africen historiogrephy, explmn these enﬁiszeiy‘ in terme
of . the politiecal and 1aealbgical’atrﬁfa~engen&ereafbg $ne
| ’&ﬁglomﬁber‘War; Gherzes of fextrems unyorthiness® and of
. .degounts vat varience both with these records end a common-~
“:ifif&ense ensliysis of faetésg by historiens such ag Imaniﬂnller A
'Vﬁiﬁ;anﬁ Gappon, ere accounted for by their opposition to Thesl'e

. 5ebampi@nsh1p'af tﬁe\Bners. '

Pemam _mw;ms true of some amtieism. ,

: ":anever. not 21l uhe historiana were obliq&nfiy‘m&nuf'lfiv'
| qalesly
uhi&r@una{g?e Archivea1‘and rrﬂm them, - EﬁtO voee, anﬁ 1&:@@13

f}}3ammun1§ion f@r ube p@liticians.- SQme were brawaf‘

- pnhesrd , & ﬁifferent kina of criticism began %@ cames what
| ’;an& where was Thea1‘9 evi&enme 7 whe Hev, H.@.?. Leibbranﬁt.

;eai ae_ﬁie;;es'feﬂsk::wer van 5uid-A riks, p. 104.

”-';QS) BY zgan;ﬁdller.ﬂ

6y Ew'ameng others Besman and ven Jaa?ﬁveld.




ot mgaars Hok end of

Profossor

Avehiviet of the Gape z:’@lm;@, asoerted fhet ’msaz:‘s m«z@mm

erTioT iﬁmim sdrison mﬁ é@r mel
ware 35&%;;%2@, end, t@ prove hls poind; he pn‘%am;i; i the-
Goonments , ond @mnmea Shesl % gzmcmm ma eﬂﬁsmze.

Be hsd vesd 211 the docuzents on &?ﬁ!,.wm Adria

&ﬁ ' @ 5 ""““ lﬁiﬁe@n

dger, sud soulid f‘mﬁ notiing in ther $o support

Taeslts fawoeplng Sesertionst. Thesl covld mot @@&MJ @sﬁh@w
to toko his SHre porconel Sssurance on an impoptant mstter

af m&.:& kind#® but MQﬁ give his mmeg?;ﬁ W11l Dr. Thesl
undertake %o produce prooi of hise @wwgea w challsnged Colvin.
Bhere were the %@m&aﬁs on Sleglers Hek Yo m@a he o)
#they do not &pp%*r $o exiate ner iz there an:v trece of the
*trmi* of,' %@’illim Mﬂam in ‘%he Hepue Avchivas, %m@%

This -ﬁﬁ*ﬁ;‘%&i;@ ssuned & riel flutter smong
11 sirele of e o
Toun, Ind wag soon forgotien. For hoif e centory ﬁﬁﬁa 1%@, "
111 about 1930 ~ Thesl wes not snly vesd, nnd accepted, by

e g

stemic el omBYenr mgﬁsﬁmm in Gepe

lsymen, schovlchildren, p@iﬁ*@iﬁﬁ;ﬂﬁ& and teschers,but wea

gongulted, relied on, oite

. and praioed by

professionsd

mﬁﬁﬁriaﬁs?. oir Jare het aﬁ,s‘ex%g& meer NG e gegoan

nies 'fheal wee *’n mmm&e m-m

When he .ﬁemmg% & Boctorate of Letlters from

fimes 2 o/8/1908. Letter from Profeasor Bdgar.
g 30th September, 1909. Letter fren Colvin.
Lottar from Golvine

(2)
4 oo
-{5;

{6)




o u) o
Judgment of Dr. ﬂ.’heal'a merits # At & meeting of the

Bemte: of the University of South Africa, G‘OI‘ZF end Pouvche
proposed & zmtion of tribute to Thesl: Yboth for bis
achievements e&nd far the egpirit in whish fhey heve beén

wOn ... they 1odk,£arw&ra with confidence to 2 South African
sﬁh&ai of hletorians who muet alwaye vegsrd hinm ap their
fm:nmyz*. ica, & Journal eritlesl of Th?g}'

point of view called him & fatudent of prest thoroughnoss ¥

and desorided hig Blaotery of South Afriea ag & ﬁlaa‘tin% 4)
- {2

monunent® %0 & life ®"concerned with the truth of ,ﬁ’ningéj 'ﬂ".

His writings were very wiﬁely reed; and they
covered an immensely wids ares: the whole rield of South

present. His elever wolume ‘ﬁiéta'ﬂ? of South &frﬁ.@a #the

only detatled history of South Africe, Mweed upon the
vﬁsmmves of the country, theti ie in exm‘uemég s SEw meny
editions during bis owm lif@-—tme@ In 1667-10, for ri:némnce "
thf;_szﬁ efltion in elght volumes wes isgued. His numerous

,{eﬁ@rter- works sold even better. In 1918, &W}gg D

" {Story of the Mationg® Series), ren into its Bth edition.

By 1210, Geschiedenis ven Zuid-Afrike hed resched & 4th, eand

’-ai?f'ir Folklore & oné, edition; and thers were neny otherse

4 Theal wrote &% lesst ahaflf & dozen scﬁn@i bdaksh .
in f:o-th Engliiah ané Duteh. These - the - nly hiestory thet
- most South Africans ever vesd - were used every yesr by
_‘i;.mues_n&s of schoolehildren throughout South Africe. In the

(1)
(2) A
{3} gouth Afriaa 31st By, 1919, p. 388, -
(4) Insa. B
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/ Orange ¥Free State an&‘(igapa , they were sponsored by the
governments concerned, snd were the officiel teﬁtwmbka.
Qther scbool books and geneysl histories were invapisbly
brged on him. |

For half & sentury, despife some criticlen,
Theal wag undoubtedly the unquestionsd authority,snd the
most widely-reid snd populsr historisn South Africs hag
yet produced. The most popular history of the next decade,
C Eric Walkep's His 1 ol & wth A ricéli relied very hegvily,
4n truth, wae lapgely besed, on him.

Genuinely revolutionary works, which seriously
. and effectively ehailenge ihe esteblished tredi ﬁiaﬁ; are

rers mm?mm in any field. W.H. :iza?m.@s nts The Ga
: 18 - k3 '

‘w@m@;, were two such works; they wers & &irect emneagee

and tarest %o the tredition established by, or at 19&95%,»:

' most clearly contsined in, Tnesi. ~ In South Africa, "trsdition,
wmeﬁ by gentiment, hasg been too gtrong fer the spirit of
Bis‘boryﬂ . There weo the “mecessity for & radically new |

- - interpretetion of lma:m end generslly undisputed faéﬁéﬁgi.

S ‘ ' Mo ! Nielon's . .
e ' Others followed hot on his heela = gar

. Prookes, P.J. ven der Herwe, Agsr-Bemilton, J.5. Merais.
 From van Jearsveld, one again gets the inpression that the
o reel isgueg were politicals | the historianeg who Wdebunk®

v {6)
CPhesl 2re in the category merked "Englishé and YLibersl ®,

{1) 1st e@ition, 1928, ;ﬁ,
{2} Fubliﬁhﬂd 1827,
{3) Puklicheda 1928,

{5Y Pontu, FPoer end
(6)




e
In fact, the prototype for the wost effective, fHirect and
systematic eriticion of Thesl wmas a&i‘.&‘ﬁliaﬁ@ﬁ by P.d. ven
der Herwe in Dle Torol

. (1)
oapkolonge

;‘}rmi ok met die grootste beskeidenheld %?n)

a0 'n grost kenner van ong gesiktielenis nog verskil c.e. #

~ An@, on psge after page, the differences are recarde&z
on p. 263, aDit is Gus enigeins slenfsrdlg dat dr. Theel
hierdle pont in ay Qﬁ&n@a@amﬁerh ooy dle géskiaﬁenﬁ;g ven
Suid-Afriks gehecl en 2l nie noem nie®. On page 965,

Azngasien ngreﬁa in Gle bromne van die tyd steun vir

dr. Thesl se standpunt te vind ic nie, en sangesien hy nie

op die gebruiklike wyse Vin'vaar‘tnﬁtez e ay ‘bowerings
"rékeﬁ»sk% gee nle, Xon ek my végriapig n;-ié mel gy mam%eiiiing
kking tot hierdis punt verenig nie%. On

- YRiL sake m‘.ei; bel:

 peges 313-15, «Dr. Tacal wek die indruk .... (moer) Uit dle

. a@kmeﬁte van dle E}Tﬁ .coo’“' f# ose verder Wek ﬁro Tﬁ'@al
- . dale mﬁruk «e+ on hy atel foutief .... In hierdie verbend

 begean 4r. Theal verder m chronologliszse fout®. gTen slotte

o ‘ﬁéﬁ%@l dr. Taesl .... (meoy) Ons he% nie daprin .g‘*‘regﬁ;aag""bﬁ"ih

- die damlem;p ven @le %tyé die berigte te vind ...¥ On pege
after page, we are told thet: 4Dr. Thesl stel ie
gebeurtmisee &8 volg ;mn:('%} #  4Dr. Thesl gee ﬂiév'-vb,lgs;nde
vmmtelli% ven sakefgg‘ﬂ‘ | #Pr.  Theal gee dle ﬁ*rrs'ag as
. wolg weer: ® In each cage fallﬂweﬂ, by wan d?g}gawe’s L
aygtematm nm;tmimv and dooumented refutation .  This,
. 1% is hardly necessepry ‘ko aﬂd, ma not nols.tica.
) .Pubnehe&“maa. T
{2) P. 266,
{3) ®. 296,
{4} P. 298.
{5) ». soz.

{6) Dr. van Ger ¥Merwe elso gives Pr. Gle's version, %o show
tiow he has closely followed and ®pested 8ll Theal's errors.




A gar-Hanilton complained frequently:
Dr. Theal waes “obstinate®, Hunscholarly®, he inﬂu%g?d in
¥violent peresonsl prejudices*, snd *unmeasursd abuget.
Moreover, he suffered from an *inability %o recognise
evidence that does not square with ... (his) preconceived
notionéaz. In & mellowsr mood, he would refer to him e
#that gomewhat impulsivehistarﬁaész.

8Ag an Afprikener nurtured in the traditions of
e Western OCepe ferm and Theal's and Cory's interpretation
of South Africen higtory, I scould not but be painfully
shocked on my first acqueintsnce with MeoMillan's ‘heresies’.
But ag ny studies progressed, I became convinced thet he
had on many pointe made good hig contentions and geriously
undermined the authority of hls pre&eeeasorél%. J.B. Marais
has, since he wrote these words, hecame‘the sternest, moet
gyctematic and relentless of Theal's e¢ritics. He hag also
been the first to raise the generpsl question of the
implications of all these mounting #errorg of fsct and

interpretationt,

(%)
In Maynler and the First Boer Republie ,

Marais subjected Theal's account to 8 oclose and detailed
sorutiny: not only the interpretation, but Theal's

tcompetencs ag & finder of the facis%, was being tested.

The verdict? #Maynier has been perhaps the most misunderstood
figure in South African higtory. The men responsible for

the misunderstanding 1s Theal. He plays the part of the Public
Prosecutor. He 1as concerned to obtain & conviction, and

denies to the Jury the opportunity of hearing the defence®.

{1) The Road to the North (1937) p. B4.
(2) Ivid. |
(3) op ecit p. 60.
{4) J.8. Marais. The Cape Coloured Pe
(5) Published 1944.

ple {1939). Preface.
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u& The reason for this **un;;smfefssmnal conduct#? sﬂ§h§ defence
S was féa unpalateble thet it turned the stomech of ‘me white
Wsattlers' spologiet#. Coneluslon: Thealls ﬁimbilitfy to
L rim‘i the faets is largely due to pm,}u@ieeﬁ snd #If & mn'
prejudices have apollt his work on the period 1’?78-18@2, .
| mfighfa they not have done the game in regp;ee.t of other ,perloé? e
\ The severity of Theal's critice we.s, and ig,
fequ&lie& by the warnth and ardour of hig meny aﬁmirezﬁ‘s‘-. |
den / Ammxg thege are Preller, Ole, ven der Heever, Boeschen,

{2)
yan Jaaraﬁfem, ﬂwmber, Bosm&m, Hintmger ..

Theal d;(.ﬁ) take gides, aémite Bosman, tmt he
3.
never twisted the é’?efss . Tﬂese vere arriw& at by
@hv,j-ec mve ‘research . Horeover, (g}e taught tne Mr*ikaners

n@t to be ﬂaehame@.ﬁ of t?ga;:selvea . gwel hy g skeyf het,
het &13 mnm howm geiee}:'?;f declared Nisnabepr. He wasg,

Jn gmat geﬂkie@g‘:jfre“r‘: who had hils tagk, 460 skittersnd
[ gekwyt ﬁ - while his manumemaieﬁ History had deservedly
 gbekendheid en eﬂ({gﬁ&ng verwerf soos di€ van niemend enders

voor of ns hom nie %, Dr. Boeseken, hovever, cannot sgree

Mm/tmt ‘Theal got his duel 'Pyd.em; ey lewe en n8 gy heergaan

het Thesl a,ue sRsars &i?le?k.enamg en ﬁf:.p ex{}g?ﬂikheid
' © ,
e~ Zoekry wot sy werk gedien #. He is sdie veder® of our

niatory. | :

Haynier Preface.
- A German historian who hae written & book on South Africen
2// gy llgtery: Segshiohte yen Zuig-pfrika, (1952).

— T

nig {1950} p. 162.
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Br: Thesl m 8till1l a aanmversial i’igure.

""’izis WEE 1111@31:3'& ted recently, when @ reviewer in tbe Qape
- -_Timea goverely crltwiseﬂ Theal ref%'ﬁng ta Ms ﬁegregious
S prejuﬁiaesﬂ and ﬁunrenahle sourses 1, 1nﬁ1gn&n$ lﬁtﬁrs

o - Boon. appesred, :ﬁseﬁemimg his integrity end 1mpartmuty. |

I am eure there mll be times, in ‘ﬁmg ew&y,
when the reader will &gk why we a&@m& spend 80 much time

B History of such quality. ‘I frequently _pmnaere&.. the
m‘teﬂt.’mn nyeelf. The rescon for this ie Thesl's contimuing

power and -mﬂtwm«ne.

ma inportance enmi mflueme are not only
-iillustm ted by the fect that sctwal tht—bwks (the aaly
ﬁaat m&t pﬁople raaﬁ}, &m sti1l1 beseﬁ m:gew on
o mm, &nd that there are still iﬁstarians who rely on and

- his :.j;'-"x,i'f

. -,g;mm;lﬁ him; Thealts mﬂuma renges wider ami iz _unﬁ—ersswea
By the uee which even hiz soversst critics continve to make

11&*!;9& in their biblmgraphies, but

o - ef him. He is not cnly

13 cj,teﬁ ag ﬂﬂuma ané aatﬁafiﬁy in their foatnetee. .

_ Mar*aover, even t;ismriane who Te 3e¢m ‘meal‘

o .,immrpr-etanim and mcta, nsnany c@ntinue to work angely
 ' m‘itmn the .,fmemrk are%mi_ by him - his seleo tﬁi«qxx -,&n&. shoioce

- ‘of“v ﬁhezaeé', 'emetxtﬁé, im‘mm%. His work, eﬁm aﬂa-pre 31t 48

- re;eatea 16 the smrtsng-peint of our @nqulries, the main

- / DPOPS af the gtruweturs of our history/ sre etill ﬁhese ereeteﬁ

| anﬁ astablishe& b}r Theal. Ve may agres or émagree, but

L oy _:%I::taggn%s -'t,en@ 6 een‘:x:m round hig interpretation; 1t

o detmmes ouy @f_‘:ﬂleﬁﬁi@n of whet is Emgaar‘hant ami relevent.

Bfe pay 1ip-sarv1ee tt; the d&ctum tmt me
: -.nisterﬁ.m must be regardeﬁ. &8 & witness who has to prove his
'-}{'vcage, we know that we must gaard sgainst the prestige of.‘

/ grest nemes; buty we forget the power, the tyranny, of the

Py . ) . rs ‘l . S i,\,," '“



| s

written word. The mere fact that saméeaet heg a*ngaﬁiﬁé&

the m%:erial, heg g)hmaeﬁ the questions, end anawem, in

& particuler wey, pradiaﬁas@s ug to do the seme. Theal 13
et411 used as & %ieﬁzt@b@ﬁmé%‘ the universities. He is -
pecommended to students, whose previous eaueaﬁian, baakgmmd
an& f‘eelmga predispoge them to zooept him, mea m@y letve,
whet will most of them be likely to remember: the Getailed
mmiamm;; of Maraips and Reyburn, or ‘the‘geﬁérali tiéﬁ of
Thaai,r which Yhey have heard since they were a&imm@ ¢

) The yamar of Tradition is not emly s‘érang, “tut
@ufvﬂ-e; Femilierity b&ﬁms the gharpness aé—ff ony @”bsfém'tian,
and lulls our critical fagulties: compare our reactions to
" Theal with. "‘maaev to Hnguni(l If we were % 'inea'eﬁzse them
| agalnat a goale of prejudwe, I 8o not think tiwre mum be
T much difference between the two. S0y there is &

' m‘arked &mpmpartian between our compera tive‘ly favourable &nd

trustingétti tude towerds Theal, and our horriﬁe& resction
: H
to Mnguni '

Meny &mtﬁ Afriean higtorlens mulﬁ pmbab}.y
, be mrprised el me bow much of what is ia thair Tooks, comes
. from heel, ey probubly did mot get 1t Gireotly from him,
o mr &@ they oite hm as the SOUPEE. B\m, it aﬁmes fmm hm,

_ and, is of ten 4in hig very ptzmge@lagya They mipht, :far- 1ng tance,

_ beve Amagined thut de _Kﬁek* s text-book of ecotomic: mmow(fs)

weg the ‘cource. But de Rock is alumogt ennmly ‘baxzeﬁ on Thesl;
and he repeste zél‘i "'mea‘:t*s errors fnd ra?.::aeieéﬂ « I do not

’ twink it 1z auff‘ician%ly recogniced, how great p psms of that
 are ef 9genem11y mocepted® and Wknowns facts in Souta Africen

SR (4) 'i&a: zﬁei‘az*ar?mg\f 5% ook g, x;wg on my peried: 1652-1636.
. - A1l my commente throughout ﬁhig thesis, will refer only
to wark on thig period.



_— @ ﬁgeal, mm 8 rere dmpla:.r 0-‘?

Wl LA

-,43,11@?, mmiemned/ and virtuslly dismmva& thig bask«-

- #8ince 1% was prepered, I have been elmost constantly engaged
: :m msﬁafmes in the menuseript archives of South Afries at
Cape Tam, The Heguwe, and london, end in consequence of the
addl tional knowledge gained am now obliged to pronownce my
own former work defeotive and jncorreet in many rasyacté?)
He does not encourage one. to read itg 1?. iz
_'ﬂmw absslete argd out ef‘ pﬁaéﬁl And, few historians
 have bothered to resd 1t. Indeed, why shaum they ? Those

wba have e&ﬁ me bocks for mich he makag steh extravegant
£ c/ claime of #imperiielity®, ﬁ@b.jmﬁivi ty® and (z?nfmijning%‘ #The

» of South African bistory #® sre hardly

‘indisputable truth
1ikely to reed the one book which he hiwzig«;elf condenns. I&e%&'eﬁ.—

m:r two léesding hiatarlagxaphers, Bogman sn& van J’mmald
:ﬁm ‘heve reed it, endorse Thealls viw.

‘mere is 2 marked and prefmmd caam;e 4n
interpretation, in detsils, in tone; outlook and values

between the Compendium and Thealls later works. Ve & <
4llustrate the nature and e;ctent of this change, by three
‘deteiled comparisons drawn from hlg Bccounts of the Hottentots.

I&ttgr at i sﬁail be n&iﬂg

' jean Books and Pamphiets. p. 295.

Do | 8’ 1s5.



Ihealls socount of the first contscts between Whites and

Hottentots; and of the nature and causeg of conflict between
them:

A. In the Compendium:

/ of thetr land tgh:gl gtzgse:sttbe %gportanoe of the loas
o eir lan e Hottentots. e rapid deprivation
of their pasturege led to fear, Jealousy and'%gsentment,

and wag the cauce of the War of 1669 - an attempt by the
Hottentote to recover thelr land (1). At the conference
after the war, they ¥dwelt long® upon their loss of land
and cattle, and insisted on thelr right of property. This
wag their country; the Duteh were foreign invaders (2).
Bo-celled "purchages" of Hottentot land were dublous.

Re the 1672 purchase ¢.g., Theal says, "That the Dutoh
acquired & good title by this proocedure cannot in strict
Justice be maintained. The Natives neither then nor at
any subsequent period have admitted the right of thelr
chiefs to alienate the land which is held for the common
good of all. Even among the Kaffir and Bechuanz tribes
«+. this power 1s not recognised®(3). *The claim of
the Dutoch to South Africe mugt be besed simply upon the
rights scquired by forcidle ococoupation®*(4).

A gecond cause of conflict between the
colonists end the Hottentots,wns the behavior of the former
and thelr trestment of the latter. At the 1659 conference,
the Hottentots complained about their ill-treetment; and,
though they lost their land, they were promiged that those
1ll-treating them would be punished. %The early settlers of
Bouth Africa, wrote Thesl, were not that ¢laso of men tof
which a prosperous and independent community is formed® (6),
It wvas exceedingly difficult for the Company to reoruit
enough men to service her ships and colonles. They prectically
had to #ensnare® victins, and took whoever they could get.
The result wae %a motley orew of spendthrifts, vagabonds &nd
simpletons, the very scum of Euvope®. The severest discipline
weg needed to keep them in order, &nd it is not surprieing
thet they made ®very unruly and improvident citizenst, There
wes continual trouble, Mgreat diccontent and little order
in the gettlement# (65. Unfortunately, the system was
egteblished, %thet, in the course of time, left no native
an inoch of land in the country of his ancestors, for he
(van Riebeeck) gave the free burghers leave to depasture
thelr cattle wherever they chosge ... this liberty beget s
spirit of aggreesion on the one band and 2 feeling of hatred
on the other#(7). The GCovernment sometimes tried to ensure
Justice, but, it was "powerless to prevent oppression®(8).
There were always people ¥whom the law corld not reach,
capable of committing violent acts for the purpose of
acguiri stock® (9). ere wore complaints in Governast!

Sompendius p.
(2) m%z Pe .

[ p. B2.

{5) cit p. 75.

?) sit p. 79.
git p. 109,
(9) Op cit p. 109.

gy, gAY, JSey, Sy, SV,
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despatones about reids egsinet native kresls, but eo many
were involived, that they were unable to punish the offenders.

o _ Another cause of conflict wae the deatruction
of She Hottentots' game. Licences were issued #in utter
~ @isregerd of native righte®{l), and many burghers became
tunters. This was & couse of the 2nd Hottentot war with
- Gonomoa. In this war, and in others, there were murders
~and thefts on both sides. #8tealing cattle always was a
: comnon offence in South Africe, and at that time was not
/ confined to the netives®(2). #Thet these (2borigenes) ghould
rob the gragziers of their stock wes only what might have
been expected, end that those who wers thus plundered ghould
feel exasperated was quite naturel. But 2 bitterncss of
fesling towards the unhappy eborigines ... wag oreated by
the system of defence .... {the Commends system). To the
persons aggrieved wee thus left the punishment of the
offenders, which wee often eyecuted without merey or
noderation#{3). | o

T The effect of Europesn occupdtion of the
Gape upon the Hottentots? They either withdrew, or, were
- Bgunk in poverty and misery. The fribes that Van Riebeeck
had found so weslthy in cattle had dlsoppesred, &nd in their
place wasg & mere remnant, & large portion of which wes in
e state of pervitude#{4). I

, Theal's conclusiona: #The conquest of one
people by ancther more highly civilized moy prove to be &
blegaing, if the conquerors inter-mingle with the venguighed,
and give them in exchange for their independence a better
religion, better lawe, and ¢ more comfortseble mode of
existence. The sarly colonists in South Africe 4id nothing
of the kini. Ag & people, they never bestowed & thought
upon the welfare of those whose lande they had eelzed®(6).

worke of the causes and neture

B.  Themnl's account in his IAT

‘The loss of their lend by the Hottentots, 1
not given as & cauge of conflict,” land, it is true, was
allotted to coloniste without congulting the Hottentols, *which
will be considered Just or unjust sccording ss one regards the
right of property of the soll by & rece of nomads unaquehted
with agriculture. As yet there was plenty of lsnd left for
them and thelr cattle*(6). In most of his histories, Theal
does not even relise thie question. What, then, wes the cause
of the firet Hottentot wor? Although the Hottentots hed
‘figmple pesturef# of their owm, they wers ressntful at the loss
of their land, #g8p they comnenced to drive off the burghers!
cows and murdered & white herdsman®(?). This was the cause of
the first war.
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The behavior of the colanists, and illetrestment
of the Hottentots is not given as a cause of confiliet. 0
were instances of *harsgh and unjuet treatment®(l), by

‘colonists on the remote borders; however, there were exceptions,
and, #the courts of law were open for thelr protection®(s).
Later5 tan honest effort® wme made to prevent ill-tpeatment,
and ®ingtences of injuries that came to light were 2lways
attended to, and redress wes made 8s public &s poesibled(s).

. Roreover, he adds, #It had alresedy been noticed ...thet neerly
every ctge of cruelty by coloniasts wes committed by men who
either had coloured blood in their veins or who had mixed

 with the uncivilized coloured people on terms of equelity®(4).

'1?&%'&11‘1’10%153' th t:he natives

far inatance, acanrreﬁ whﬂ.le the people were &t shurch #1igtening

to & germon®(§). Horry the FRottentot murdered a white

nerdeboy, and stole much cattle. %This occurrence neturally

produced en ill-feeling towsrds the Hottentots®(6), Murder

end theft by the Hottentots hes now become the moet important

feature of their reletions with the colonists, and the root

cauge of conflict between them. Desceribing one of the

incidents in which Hottentots had murdered a2 herdsman and

stolen cattle, Theal writes; ®"gSince 16563 this scene has been

repeated a thousend times in South Africa®{?7{.. There io scant
/ reference to thefts, murders &énd misdemegnoure on the colonists’
' gide. The former “gcoum of Burope%, have been tronsformed -

1like Ginderelle at the bell -« and are almoset unrecognizable

in their new role 8g the ¥pioneers of civillzatmnﬂ B), in

' Eouth Africa.

The hunting, and destruction, of Hottentot
geme, however, is still regerded as & probable couse of
i annem's War, in 1673. Theal makeg & very gtrénge statement
with reference to this war: 1% is ®the only wir that hes ever
- taken plsce botween white people and netives in South Africs
- . of which we have not the wersions of both pertics to form &
 Judgment from®{2). where sre 2ll those Bus:mnam. Hottentot
and Kaffir vergions of their wars with the s&hites.

The pffect of the arrivel of the Eumpean on
the Hottentots? Before the arrival of the whites, the
beachrangers hed lived in ®wretched conditions®. How,
they could get Jobs &nd food, *Thug they were cartamly gainers
by the presence of the white people®. Some Hottentots had

Q / poseessed cottle and *To them the seizure of grezing ground
by strengers wss a logs®{10). | _

. Conclugiong: "In this esrly stage of the

- golony's existence, the policy to be pursued btowerds the
wild inhabitente was slreedy regarded differently in the
mother country and in South Africa®{ll). The Company said
tney yere to ‘be treated with kindness, while van Riebgetk

{a} p. 163.

Theal (b) p. 104.
al {2) bp. 16_3,
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- recommended they be reduced to servi tndia. | Thig waum
relieve the settlement #of a horde of 1dle and ugeless
rotbers®, snd give the colonists the double sdvantage

of Q‘bﬁainmg vee and their catile, and he maintasined .
, that izhe Bpmvceation rwmve& wag ample to Jusufyﬂ t:his. {1;.

 #¢ might take note of the following "'éam?’i‘{
ﬁai?ﬁtei‘ in the ;em_eadium. &wuﬁmng the. effectis of tﬁe
arrival of me E.ampeans, Theal ssid thaf: msre wo g m; means
i af’,a‘mertammg emt-ly whet these were] but, __f'mm what we
know of leter oscurrences, :ma oould be 5taiem§ly caérta-in-‘
that considerable commotion wag caused by 1*15@"; and that
. 4% led " ’-'155; stregsen, i‘:eﬁsions' andé @h&-ixz-reéctibn inter-tribal
wers (2). In nis later works, he does not mention thiey, bt
- stresses tbmu?mt the feuds, hoptility and biekeriug of |
the aboﬁ.gmes + Who were eontinually et war Wi?;h one anather.
all men 11ke &n exeiting life, ond warg provided *Juﬂt tbat
| excitement which was needed $o prevent the minds of the people
fram sinking mm :mm;;lete stegne '519!242*  Bo flerce were
 thelr wars, of exterminetion, in fact, that the ,mterv?gfiorx

~ of the Eurcpesns prectically saved them from themselves .

The Hottentots were in #a most &bject state"{ﬁ)
'I‘hey haa no land, and go most were compelled to take gervice
with the whites {7). In the past, eruel mezgures hsd been
enployed to force them into esrvice: Buchmen end Fottentots had
been hunted down by comméndos *in & manner which must ever leave
& etigma upon the memery of the frontier colonists®. We have
evidence of this not only from travellers reports, but from
the reports of landdrosts, for, *thoy themselves made no attempt
to concesl or gloss over what had boen done, for most of them
reslly belleved that they were doing God & service by {ee they
expressed 1‘&) extirpating the heathen root and brenché (8§

e i 1th Afries p. 6-7 and Thesl (b) p. 126, e&n
'example cr hig amphasia on the lossep suffered by Hottentots
mm Buslmnen. .

p ‘
2 gress 183.
164




. B

-17 -

The eonditions of those compelled to toke service were bad.
There wag even lesg intersst in their welfare thon in that
of the slaves, who were property{l). #Those notives who
were in the employment of the setilers were in a position,
as regards comfort and hoppiness, inferlor even to that of
their oncestora. Thelr life wes one of toil, enf the
colonist seemed to think that 4T he supplled them with

‘tobacco end &n occasional gless of bLrendy he We.8 acztﬂ.ng
- generously %warafs them ( 2%

: mceounta -of the: eonﬁition of these people
rea_cneﬁ Burope from time to time, and created smong the

benevolent & hesrty desirve to 2id them#(3). This led to
the arrival of the missionsries in South Africs. Thoee

" Hottentots eo fortunate as to be at the mission stadions

were much better off, and were teught habite of industry -
and. cﬂmsﬁam.w(é}.

Col . @Thers were reserves set Ggide for meir benefit
in me long-settle& perts of the country, and they could use
ground hot occupied by fermers anywhers. But many of them
preferred to live os dependents of & white man .... To obtain
brandy end tobacco they were willing to perform light iabour
occasionally, but nothing ¢ould induce them to adopt a life
of regnlar industry. In sghort they hed become rovers and

vagrants®(6). In England it was fbelieved that they werse

un; uatly Zdreated, ¢ In reallity It was not so, thouzh there

o were certeinly instences of ill-umsge, Just ag there bre

outreges in 21l countries of the worlde{6). MNoreover if

they were ill-treated, "the courts of lew: (’?} were open for

their protections, OUnfortunately, some people belicved theae
ptories, and there wes later congidersble sgitation by -

. missionaries of textreme views®, who even cleinmed thet the

position of the Hotbtentots wes worge than that of slavea(aﬁ

If a Hottentot mancged to veech the magistrate
#in gafety® he wse deteined in pricon %until the maglisctrete
chope to investigate hisg case¥, If he was unadble to prove
his case, he was *flogged severelyd for lodging #frivolous

- chargest. The prisons, ecpecielly in the country districts

were #ginks of misery®! smell, unlit, unventilated dungeons,
into which sglaves and Hat%entats of both gexes and for 8ll

 erimes were crowied. Thus the Hottentolt who lodged & charge

#d1d so in peril of being incercerated with thieves or
mzxra.erers for & wesk or & month and of being f‘logged in addition®

ig go 164' '
Africe p. 141,
rics p. 178.
e} p. 169.
po 35?.
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' Gne of the complainte of the migsionsriecs
was thet when 2 Hottentol lodged & charge spgainst a
colonist with the courts, he wes kept in Jail %31l the
cage was heapd. #This seems to be & herdehip, but se

- ¥olatile were these people that thers wes no other way

to pecure their sppearance? at court. If shey couldn't
prove their charge, or, if the injury complained of wasg
not gufficiently serious, they were punished #for making
Irivolous charges®, . The prisons in the country districte

. were gmell ana‘unventilaﬁed, and into ther were fgometines
- erowded slaves &and Hottentote guilty of all degrees of

erime. BSo, the Holttenltol who lodzed & cherpe did so
fion peril of being incarcerated with the worst of

. charscters, and of being flogged in a2ddition .... AL

the game time 1t must be remembered thet, wretched as

- the prigone were, they were gupeirior in comfort to

the ordinary dwellings of the Hottentots$. ®The
me jority of the Hottentots indeed rather enjoyed

. prison life thzn dreaded 1t¥(l).

David Stuarman wag the sueeesscr to his
brother Klaag, who after the 1799 war, was establipghed
on & location by General Janssens. Thie settlement
wes viewed with Qisapproval by the colonists, among
whom there wos %8 genersl bellef? thet Stuurmsn wis

in lesgue with Cungwe (some of whose followers he had
permitted to toke up residence on hipg grounds), snd
that they were planning a rala upon the Colony(2).

In bhig leter works.

The 1ooa%i@ns sopipned by Genersl Jensceensg

to the Hottentote *had in no instance eerved their

purpoge®., The Hottentols' #love of change and of a
wendering 1ifed, was such that they could never settle
down; #After 1806, therefore, the ground wes not spoken
of or regarded as regerves for thelr uee®., The
Jocation of David Stumrzan, was ¥from the firstd %a

- public nuisanced, *Stuurman whose dlsposition wss

violent, herboured Kosas there,and mede his kreal &

place ot refuge for idlere and bed characters. " He
‘entered into en sgreement with Cungwa, which wae to

- 81l intents and purposes an offensive and ﬂefensive

tresty againat tne Colony (3) 9.

camiend;ﬁm

In 1810, Stuurman refused the demand of
neighb@uring farmers that he give up two men &lleged

to be runeway wmervents. When the fermers approsched
the krasl with an armed party Staurmen, "knowing thet
the claim wos unjust® prepared to defend himeelf by
foree. The Boers withdrew, and reported the matter to
the landdreost. Stuurmen ignored the lenddrost!s summens,

but wae &rrested, and sent to be trieﬁ.in Gape Town (4).

“Theel &) De 345
(2) Compendium p. 176.
(3) ,?hanf‘ll D
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In 1816, Stuurman fproceecded so far*as to
set the Buropesn authorities at defience. Heving given
shelter %o two runsweys from contracte of service,
whom he refused to surrender end prepsred %o protect
- by foree, he wée cwmmoned to sppear before the court
of the lenddroet, but &id not obey9, He wae captured
by an armed party, and tr&eﬁ by tae Gourt of Juatica(l).

Compenfiium

In Gape Town, Stuurmen wae chamgeﬁ with

resisting the suthorities, and sentenced to penal

lator Works

gervitude in cheing for 1ife. The location wag broken
up, the families were distributed among the fermers
&g gervantz, and the ground converted into a farm.
Stuurman subsequently escaped hut was receptured, and
in 1819 deported to New South Wweles{z).

*He wee tried by the high court of Justice

and aemteaced to impr;aanmen% for 1ife, when the 1oeatian T

o wag broken up®{3).

A

B,

ompendium

) Bﬁany yearg later#®, the circumgtances of
hig errest and %$risl were brangnt to the attantion of
the Seeretary of State for the Colonies, %who ordered
‘his immediste relcage®, However, 1% was %oo late} for .
Stunrnan had dled in Australis in 1838. This incident
creased *2 large amount of sympathy in BEngland &g well
&g in thls colony for Sﬁuurman.ana his people®(4). -

There is no reference to thic in his later

T hese exsumples illustrate how redicel

‘and gignificant & difference there ie between the

Compendinm and Theal's later histories {which are

’rémarkabiy unifarm3; There is not 8 broadening or

deepening of his sympathies. but rather & complete
switch*of $hem. The ¢change is not & modifieation,
aiﬁe?&ﬁion or development of his earlier verslon, but a

(1) Thesl (&i p. 148, o
{2} | S
(3) Theal (@) p. 149,

Compendium  p. 176,

{4) Qompendium p. 176.
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- This echenge is reflected throughout the rest
of his work. 1In the Compendium, #The j;z‘zfs;jtfme and

_/gxpeﬁienevﬂ of Ordinsnce &0 was undenisble ; later, 1%

weg & distgter, ‘par‘ticulei-ly for the Hottentots wtm heeded
ﬂst;rx.ct guaraiananipz ?na were now ?falling deck in t’ae '

2 :
_mie of ¢ivillieation ®, mn Bisek Circuit had been part

of the procgss of extmﬂing the rule of law. The reel
reagon behind the outery wag annoyance that the
ascousntions of the miseionaries #ehould heve been even -

(3)
mi‘;ic-,e;ﬁ; L Iater Thesl wrote only of *flimey® chérgees

and pretexts, "the irritstions, #the indignity® to the

colonists dragged before the Court, and missionaries who

had pm:’vei themgelves the %dupes of storytellersa®. .This

case éieariy exonerated the colonists of the acousaiione

of 11l<treating the Hottentots, and Justifiably led to
,'m-ftzﬂiendly fesling® I"téoxsga.rﬁs the london msmm sacieitss’?)
locations for ﬁhe Hottentots were once regarded with
approval by Theel:. At Eat MVer, in perticulsr, pm%rees
considering the difficulties wse %almost mervellous ¥.
Despite Ja.ter ciemlapmemém there whg no ‘retgon in the
1830's - $o doubt the msﬁém of this festabuzethmé;w; iater
we &re '-“tezﬁ_; thet locstions "haed in 'm instance snswered

taeilr purposet and had Arepeatedly folledt. Kat Biver bad

_ at first *appeared to flourish®; but alreedy in December

1834, there was Ygood ground* for fearing thst the
' (7?)

T heel in his later works, 1s & consistent
sdvocate of the use of force on the frontier. Re the
Spoor lmr, for example, he explaing, denies, excuses,
Justifies even the blundering commandos of Somereet in

{6) T Iion in 1851.
- .m Africn p. 179; Tneel (e} p. 12.
M= ! et T - T

oy |




After \emgifsteatﬁly. Genying thet theso were injustices to
the Xaffirs, he concludes: ’ﬁif reel wrongs were perpetrated
ﬂzmn Kafﬁr clane '. . they | étferfe not regaraeﬂ by the Reffirg
’Eﬁm@eif&ﬁ\@ﬁ sufficiently aerious to leave 2 ‘lnaﬁiﬂg»‘
- 'im;_:emﬂgioi(il"’?{ In the egmpanamm, Thesl was & -crifib of
the Commendo ayetemL Altmugh he Gid not object to
| tﬁier'.'ﬁi'riﬁci@ia éf the Spoor lmsr, he eritmizeé the manner
in mxm 1t was &pplieQQ?

There ig & gimilsr maange over the whaie ﬁelﬁ
ot Ssuth African higltory - ~ Slsvery, the Boere, the Trek,
smgtvem Nek, the Bushmen, the missionsries, anld the

 British i}ovemmméa?f

#ell-known figures swimbogkes of South Asricen

history emerge from the peges of Theal's ‘1a'~1;er volumes
pmviousl? &n official who tried to do his duty, 15 now

new and now familisr personslities: Maynier,

a nagrzaphils.et, s men who wetches his own pocket and
herbours revolutionary vimsfs. Philip to whom fg1) hammrﬂ
wog once due, ig noy the villsin of the ;szece, quarrsleone,

: unsompulauaﬁ a&a&anesm ‘Stockenstron ,once 80 hs.ghly -,
ragar&e&, 18 now 2 digsppointed retirved official® hig mind
fgerped? by 3%10&@3), and of Dr. van der Kmp once *the
mogt celebrated, sn account of Ms «ex'tensive };eerni(.g%, hie
great zesl and the ex‘sram-dinaw soorifices he made ¥, Taesl
now writes that e domestic beresvement ... seems to have
disgturbed the iﬁa}mma of his m_ingsi“

A
~{2) L1
(3) which may give pause to those who have never doubted that

Theal is ¥*reagonedbly equitedle® ags between British ana
Boer.cqL. M. Thompaon,Afrikener Rabionelist Higtoriosraph)

{4) o©On Meynier, Philip and Stockenstrom, see below. Ch. IV.
(5) Compendium p. 164 |
{6) Thesl (¢) p. 60-81.
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The change in .Theaﬁlfg feslingsis perhaps
most clearly iliustra te& by hie handling of the Bushmen.
in the G@mpamium, i:ie wrote that though they lived ina
fmogt ‘degraded condition® end were fierce fighterg: yet
'-%ﬁ would appesr that their feroclty was a result of their
mdﬁ of Mfe rather than an inmmnt q:m?..it:y, for "sb&ze“ of
t*mae who héve been domegticated for o time 1:1 Christian
» houeeholis have shown themselves humene ond tmﬁerhear‘%ea,
&gpeciany towards chilidren and animlizg‘ feter they
are deseribel &g *hidesusly uglész Sdwarfs of o d4irty
yellow colour, with only little peppercorns of ml on
their hesds, with flet noses, fox-like faces and orooked
ill—fbrmeﬁ Vbcﬁie;%. They. were fpositively 1mapé-b1:eﬂ of
edopting civilized habite or of living pescadbly wi'tﬁ other
people.  #Cruel and vindictive to the last aegreés % tthe
- hand of these geveges wes egeinst every man and every man's
hand was sgaingt theziei They hed in gome inammes
ghown themselves capable of feeling grati m&e tewarﬁs
people wtm were kind %o them, *In this respect they were
like those wild animsls tha(%in & gtate of restraint skmw
attachment fto thelr keepers #. In the Gompendim, the
Bushman despite his degmﬁeﬁ condition, fwas an artﬁ.ﬂtﬂ'
of his peaintings: "their aapmity{gg‘ withstanding the
wesr and tear of time is wonderful #. iater, (gney m&

tgome emell degree of artistic taste and skill #§ °In

point of artictic merit, however, the paiaftmga were seldom

su;periar to the drewings %‘n—. ?Iaﬁea of Furopesn children
eight or nine yesre of 2ge #, In the Compendium, Theol
qmtea at length from the resesrches of the eminent

anmropalmgigt Dr. Bleek which show thst even the lowest
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réces were fmore alemteﬁ* mn hitherto beneveﬁ, and
(/Ms«p/ mnust cage * a m@ﬁiﬁcﬁtian of opinion® in regard to
the Bushmen and other gavege roces. Unfortunately, there
wag never any resl attempt in Seuth Africe to coneiliate
or eivilize ‘Ehergl? In aia 1&1:9? booke, however, ’me_al
'quat&s ingtend the opinign of %&ae moat enlightan@ci
black chisf in B South Africat, "'l‘mﬁa men wes ,relm‘ﬁaxnt_ ‘b'a
‘give missionzries pemiséwﬂ to instruet ’Eigsﬁmeﬁ in hie
. naumtrj. tHe aprgued that one night as @311 ..a't“i{tef'mps; to
1115‘151% t "ﬁhs Jockela®, _M lzst, hawevgr{ he mﬂééﬁt&d;‘
: #the aﬁtémm wag made by one of the magt z:eaflaua and
patient te&chem s.n the mission £i¢14, dbut like all

{2}
pmcemng efforts ai’ the kin& M waa unsuccesgsful ¥,

_ - In meaa exanples, the version that m&ﬁg‘aﬁ
in Theal's later books iz one with which we are familiar.
It is the *$reditioneln 'v'er:a:‘ién of South Mrmacn'mataw,
of which he is the founder, Mee  die Vader®, and the

. main source.

Doos "l'maal sf‘fer any @xplam tion of this
¢ of the

remarz«:able change? %n) the preface to v The Histo:
; , » he wrote that the ems,gratmn of

the B@ers m’aﬁ the eatablwhmen‘s of the Repubnca haé never
befors been recorded in detail; the .me;st c.ompl;ete ascount
being that contained fiii his Gompendium, Recently, f:ze hed
been 1nstmetea by the Cape G vernmanz to collec t, arfzz)age

emd publiah fgll size authentic recorde® on the Basutms .

(1) G@m Qﬁaim ua JL"’F 3 Po 116.
{2) Progress p. 12. Hote that this attempt was meds by
S st z¢alous &nd the most patient migaionary.
Thus the measure of the Buchmen's failure is strengthened,
_ made even greator.
{3) Publighed in 1887.
4 Tbeae ere contained in the Basutolend Records- (1883)
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ﬂwnile engaged in this work, a very large amount of
cerrespendence relating to the Emigrant Farmers passe&
through my hends. I found that the most important of

' tnese doouments, those whieh were of tne greatest ‘
historical velue, had never appeared in bluebooks. ‘iﬁ
these papers %?§ motives of the variocus actors coui& be

clearly traced #,

Thesl claime that it wapg this new evideﬂce

r¢ the enmigreant fnrmers tnet le&tﬂm to realige the defects

.of the Gompendium and resulted in the ehanges in ria

History. The Basutoland Recqras, howevVer, do not contain

any uew evidence on.the>ear1wécnfacts between colonists

anﬁ‘ﬁbttentaté,\siﬂvery, théfﬁﬂshmﬁﬁj7on Maynier or on

-QEVi& stﬂurman, i.e. on other eabjeets 1n»thch-there
a&y/ha& to0 been a -change, ?rue, Thealts later baoks contein
meny more details on tnese subjects, o he had obviousiy
done some research. But most of this (f@r the first
veditioﬁ of hislﬁistorszg. had been done while he ws
working ‘in the Gape Town Archlves from March, 1879 until
' January, 1881, and in his subsequent visit %o The Eaguésg
anﬁ‘axﬁ»not_then veuse hig views to undergo avdrasxie ,
‘change. It was only af ter ne~had'returnéd from Tﬁé_Hégue
- in 1882, and wﬁs~wbrkiﬁg'anvthe*Basutol&nd Recarasvtbat

If 1t was not néw inf@rmatibn on,ﬁhe'early-
yeﬁrs of the Cape from_the documentes thet caused this
ehange, w@s it perhaps the ﬂeW‘insight;-understanding
of South Africen history gained from & study of the

Basutoland Records which caused this reinterpretation?

_(1) Histsgy of the Boers. Preface.
{2) Published from 1888 onwards.
}3) ©Op oif: Preface.




But’%his.is not what he'aaysi He stresses thst the cause
was new and relevent documentary evidence. #Since i
(the Compendium) wae prepared, I have been almost

eonstantly engbged in researches in the menuscript

| ar@hivgs:g‘; ,v%§§.in consequence of the additionel
, ka@ﬂleégeugainea,?; He repeats this arpropos the
missionariess ﬁﬂegérﬁiﬁg the»aets of variaua~miaéiaﬁa#1es,
there is eer%ainly a difference in the tone of this

. ¥
v@lume and of my Qampen%1¥m of South Arrioan Higtory

 written eixteen years ago . I had not then read the megs

'of'missianarw aarreamanﬁsnce in the Colonial records, nor
the comments upon their complaints and the refutazions
of many of thelir statements mede by orflcers of the colonial
G@V@fﬂmanisl ”

Ag neither the ﬂmassﬂ"@f‘miasianary evidenece
(to which, unfortunately, he never again refers), nor the
’ ﬁmosﬁimpaftent égcumantaﬁ'wﬁ;ahrﬁadAﬂnevsr~appeared in blue~
k@akaﬂ,'relatewﬁa the gubjects of our comparison, we.might.
perhsps Justifiedbly mssume that & change of attitude, -
Teelings, viewupaint.wasrresgansible-far‘the‘iﬂit&al
reintefprat&ti@n of thig period. And Thezl does say this:
ﬂﬁu# gomething more than bare knowledge is needed in,writing
history. Deternination to be strietly impartial, freedom
from prejudices which might involun#srily effect that
deteyminstion, are equolly z"zquisiﬁe. I belleve thet I

, passeﬂs these quelifications,®

Thie *freedom from prejudices® at leagt, 1¢ an
important advance on the Uompendium. In the Preface and
‘hppenﬁix to the Gcmrendium, Theel!s tone had been modest;

gri; p; 206,
eﬁitinn,ba& ‘been publighed %en yesrs 8go,

i.e. in 1877.
; w gf the Boers. Prefsce.

AT"_' R
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—

he ,rerérrea i:o hmeza;.f ag "the compiler®, end e?z::ﬂﬁsee&
hic inded ﬁaﬂvﬁse to stim?- Witers. In his Istey books,

ke is more surs of himgelf. He no longer mnﬁm much N
ef other writera - most of their books are ﬁm,thleas”(n:
- ¥hile he insistently preses his own oloime se an impartial,
fﬂajaee-ti:vé, raiia?ﬁle hnistorisn. Thealls repeated -ciama’
%c ;ﬁwaﬂe qualifications, in fact, date from the | ,
publication of thie history, with his new interpretation,
and ere contained An the Prefeces of pmeticallg every |
one of his subsequent books. o |

S t:mre no interests to serve with any ;}arty,

and I am on equelly friendly terms with 81l .... (I am a
Qana_é;gag g‘tmg no ties of blood, no gare;p@;ipeg: soquired
in youth, stend ae berriers to my forming en impertisl
3zxagmzem of oseurrences in South Africe in Yygone ‘ﬁmfeig?’.
In aﬁatﬁerv —fé*afam, #1 gan venture %o Assert thet, although
A wil) be eagy for any authar of the f’uture graatly o
eﬂarge tzp@a w!wi; I have written, %he geneml tenor of )
evenis Ba reezmieﬁ m tma valume must remm undieturbeg?‘.
= ﬁ final example L can t%mrefore, witaaut laying myself
wm-v\ open to the aharge of vans.ty, place my m—%ﬁ canfiﬁent&y
" betore the pnbls.a Bg ... 8 true and absolumly unbmsseﬁ

(4)
s tive 7,

' #hat has been the resction of other historians
to this volte fase? The histories written before ‘meal,
ERAY 8 Bagmaézs), were very superficial. In hig Gompendium,
Tneal himeelf contimued the false troditions, and repeated

| the dm iles. After he had exemined the archives, and

3) eal {8} |
%g; Iheel (o} (1908) Preface,




Ay

- 27‘-

done original research, however, & great improvement

took plece in his work. Thus Theal's change was caused

by the new evidence which he discovered, and this 1s the

best possible reason for ohaq;né13

In the 19th Century, writes van Jaersgveld, the

c%ijﬁ traditional and preJudiced view of the Boers as ,oqgggge't
songeletterdhetd® and oppressors of the natives, prevtiledzz
Hlerdie oordele en veroofdelings ig in die lsaste kwart
van die 19e eeu reggeatel deur George McCall Tbeaiag. In
his Compendium, Theal ,het dle sienswyses ven sy voorgangers
onderskryl verel ten opsigte van die Hollands-Afrikesnse
kolonis. Msar nadat hy argivaliese bronne-studie gedoen
het, het hy in di€ verbsnd begin om redikaal van hulle te
verskil, en in sy latere werk &s hulle korrigeerder op te

(4)
tree . He then defended the Dutoh colonists and ,verklaar

hulle klraktegsz.

There is certainly nothing wrong with a change
in one's views, per se. Historlians have to be prepared to
make continual alterations and resssessments 8s they
accumulate new evidence. A radical change could be a sign
of flexibility, of the courege to admit one's mistakes and
alter one's preconceptions. Theal's 'change' has to pass
only one test to qualify for the approval given it by
Bosman and van Jaarsveld. It has to be submitted to, and

borne out by a comparison with the evidence.

Referring to some criticieme that had been made
of him, Theal complained that although the historian in
question, 048, had been provided with %a liberal salery®

{1) r. 103.

{2) Ou en Nuwe Weé p. 7.
(3) 1d.

(4) cit p. 8.

(5) DOpeit p. 9.



L. ané #travelling expenges® ffer hin work, _“ﬂét & single
fact nayroted by me wee Al sputed? by hia(zl%— "{raia ig fair
enwgn We émn try not to baguilty of this fault,
and will give our closest sttention to Thealtls ,tac’:f;.rs.

| From the materiel we heve collected oveyr the
' @éﬁad 1852-1836, we heve selected & fow themes for
detalled exemination and comparison, meinly from the
zcmu;al end comparstively weii-ﬁocwnem;eﬁ. pericd 17956-1836.
our aim throughout will be %o 1’it:'-lum1nate, to ‘throw new
1ighs, not on the Hottentots, the glaives, Failip or
#iiliem Adrisan, but éxx Thesl and on g_gg hendling of
these themes. His booke ere my primary sources end

| most importsnt documents.

Over co wide en ared, and for 2 one-yesr degres,

1t hes, of gourse, been impossible for me to consult all
the documents myself. The basis Hr my comperison hss
begﬁ, @ainiyg the work of subsegquent historians who have
been over the documents -~ Lelbbrandt, Cory, van der ¥erwe,
ﬁ&cﬁiima. Merelie, Reyburn, Pitmsn, mwarﬁsa Welker and
others. Although they heve gerved me well, there have
been occésions on which it hes been frustreting end

unge tisfactory to rely on others § and cometimes I had %o
go to the documents. I continuelly hed to avoid the
temptation snd denger of getting too bogged down over,
for ex&mﬁlgi the Black Cireuit. To sucoumd to t*ns,
would have made 1t imposeible fo do & wider survey, on
the basle of which I could mske a genersl sssessment of
and drew genersl conclueions sbout Thesl. The seetion on

Pneslta 1ife is mainly besed on my own researches.

Theel {c)}. Preface. 08€ whe commissioned by Krugerle
government to write & history of South Afriea more
favourable o the Republics then Theal'sg.

(v
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The next chapters will contain an exanination
of 8 few sectisns of Theal's work. We will not be
concerned with the Compendium till later (in the
blographical section), although we will usuelly indicste
briefly, what the Compendiumw veprsion ia.
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CHAPTER III

In the Compendium, Theal deseribed the condition
of the Hottentots 8t the end of the 18th Century as
fabjec s, Tney had lost their land end were compelled to

. wsrk an very bad terma. I‘ri hiie later wcr‘kg, there arse

reserves fset aside for their benefits ond they could

use 1and not ccoupled by cdoniets %anywhere®. Many of them,
however, fpreferred? to work for the whites. Missionaries
 #of extreme views® claimed they were 1lldrested "but in
kl’_»@&‘lity it wap not aélzt '

What is Ie:im'm a?c‘:out the condition and treatment

of the Hottentots at this time ? By 1795, #the Hottentots
hed sunk into the position of a landless pmlsitarj;&é?‘}‘

They were ﬂpiﬁ.mny, almost abjectly, backward and w@a;:m,
nnﬁ had been reduced to abgolute economic &e;:en&enee on

| the wmteé-é ) Not only hed they no land, but legal
mefamp of land wss aanieési This hes been ﬁiapnﬁe&,
but one of the provisions of Ordinance 80 was to legalize
ths ownership of land by ’Hottentct;s? . By 1’?95 atf:v any
rate, the question m‘eﬁh&r,@feﬁ could own lend wes #ﬁ

' peademic one: they had 'nane?z Even the hastar& {half-

ealoure&) children of Posrs were not sble to own I&nﬁ.

10 &ea abave Gmpter ii.

Sp eit g. 21i.~%
{7) With the exceptiocn of & few groups of 'krealet of
 Hottentots which were atill independent. Some later
becanme miesion etations. Merals p. 109,




thots

..g,g..

if t{aey &1& improve and cultiva te some uneocupied land,

they were 'always M.uble to be ﬁmpasseaaea b{ some Boer -
&bmmm,g a grant for it from the Government ! Loy the

"calom.sts did not hesitate to make use of their ﬂrﬁ.gﬁt

of t!ae smngeaigzz'

To dispoce of the feet and the problem of
Hottentot landlessness by eaying, #As far as 1land was
converned, there were reserves set agide for their benefit
in the Iong-settled parts of the country, snd they could
uge ground not occupled by farmers anywher?z',f ig %o give
en impression which is simply untrde. In the Compendium
Thesl showed & full awareness of this esgentiel reallity

of the Cepe Uoloniel soene. what documents could he have

founé in Basutcland or enywhere clse to change hie ming

about $his ? It is one thing to recognize this fact and
Justify it, &s Cory tenils to do, and snother to deny it,
a8 Theal e _

‘aﬂas"t of the Hzx»ﬁﬂfz?tpts tpreferred to 1live aﬂsf

dependents of & white men M. They 41d *ell kinds of

1light labmr . i. )in return f@r which they recelved protection
6

and mimem;nm &, In inglend 1% w95 belleved they were
‘harshly and ¥ mstﬂ.y treeted, In reslity 4t wes not oo,

theugh there eertamly wers instences of 111«116&%%, Junt 8g

 there are sutregss in 511 eoun;g;e& of the world #, %&ese,,

however, were alwsys exceptions .

The earliest report on the gondition of the |

| ;Eatwn‘sets wis made by fiel&-mat von mmavela at the

Niip Ge@rgg Tham;{mn. Qum;eﬁ Marsis p. 12.

o 'nmnemus r&gérmg'
(‘4.; s@um ﬁfri&a p. 141.




‘ ' (1) ‘ -
request of General Eunaas in 1801 « The Hottentots he

said were sctively discontented and é?eﬁ-ﬁthiﬂking of
revenge®., The edministration of the law, such 28 it wes,
|  by farmer field—carnets, wes unsatisfactory ana‘partial.

| Ztney snould be replaeed by p&id:@fficials, and closely
super&iseé. Among the-many'eOﬁtempoxﬁriés,who céﬁﬁented
 dis§pPréving1y1an their treatment wes Genersl Janesens.
 shocked,by'what he obgerved in Grasff-Reinet, he objected
in the's%rengeet-termgg? Golling, who toured the
“-gountry in 1809, reported that~Hot%en$et*sérvants-in thé‘r
;ﬁortn were kindly treated, but those in Graeffaﬁeinet

~ ;'are badly fed and are ill—treated" & s@r?ant 'cen now

')seldsm get away! at the espiration of xae§?~term of

o ~service &s he was 'not allowed to %eke his ch&ldren!,cr

»!'dstained under some frivaleus pretenee' He'recomménde&

i  _abuses of withholding wages and forced labour .

,-tnat Hottentots everywhere be pretected agai?s§ the common
3

8o great was tnewdisaanteﬁﬁ Gf,thefﬁattent&tgg

"4that\invl?99«’ﬁhey’taok the unprecedented step af‘joining

their traditional enemies, the Xoee, in e reid on the( \
- {4

~ Colony. This end’ tﬂe very real ‘threst. to the. securiﬁy of

N "the colgny focusedAettention on their: eondition. To

.";ceneiliate them; & Pew locttions were eetablisﬁed (1nclud1ng
. Stuurman's and Beﬁnelsdorp},_ﬁaynier‘{landdrost of Graaff-
‘vinéinet);was'insﬁfucted td,protect:them7anamemfér39ftne

‘ };prcvisioﬁ@;qfithegaébouf contractsvintraﬁﬁcé& &y’Duﬂ&as.

Thig firat and mild astempt at 1ntervention on

g, beba1f of the Hettentots was ane of the oauses af the

;??f g,g, . Wol. IV. D éé"‘?. van Fyneveld s Report,
~ {2)  B.H.D. deel III p. 216 Tf; see below Ch, I? Séction
... on M&ynier. :

{3) Maynier p. 75; Gegz I p. 199. Collins Repert in R.C.C.
{4) Mersis p. 114,

Vol. VI pe 340 ff Voi. ?II P 2' o o



held 44 perpetunl slavery; that all Hottentot children
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(1)
revel?; and eaq:ul&ion of ¥eynier from Greeff-Reinet . AThe
men of Gmntf—ﬂeinat hed peversl res songs for revolting ...
%:zut the pretﬁgtmn which L&nﬁ&aﬁas‘& Haynier tried %o g;ive

{23
to the Hottentots was undoubtedly

one of them 8,

This amt{im and the &m‘m&a and complaints of ftﬁg
rebels, are an indbation of the preveling @amﬁiﬂang and
of the attitude of the Boers towards their coloursd servants.
They demanded, inter alis, that ell captured Bushnen be
born on farme, be reteined up %o the sge of twenty~five . .. -
They. complaimé {in 1801) that by 2llowving Hmﬁ%en@agé__t;a
mrahip m the church, by Seaching then reading and zMﬂng
tﬁey were(TB?ing tthereby put upon sn egual footing with

Qifm!. stiens ',

A gelection from the documents of the period,

provides an even clearer indiecetion of the conditione to

 which the Hottentots were subjected, and of ideas and

custong preveiling &mngat _the colonists, 'me _ﬂmﬁ iz =n
letter from & faymer tgof?'-ﬁel‘synier, exp‘laining why he had &
Hsttenms girl in his poasesslon {

'Plea‘sa do not toke 1's amss af ne., I 4id not think thet
I should get inbo trouble abount 1t bessuse 1t hag slwmys

been so when one shoote the kmal people dead and wmt

ons totches one could teket{8).
Reyhum alaon zmaz:aa a cagusl note from & fermer i?g?mmg b
the field<cornet tmt his son hae shot & Hottentot . Thirdly,

~ f:mm the Report of m@ Appesl Court to the Governor in
1814 (by which time the administration of justice hed been

@msidemb;l? tﬁ;@;ﬂteﬂeﬁ; up} & regommendation of merey for

) Magnier p. ’?{3._

)} Marais 1is.
3) Harals e 113,

)

)

P 104. Thie is 2 reference %o the ac!;ivi ties

oF Dr. ven der Kemp.
Quoted by Reyburn, Ihe Oritic {Oct. 1934) p. 45,

Ibid.




| who hed shot & bound, dicermed Hottentot, beosuse
the man o '

1isboured under #;he eyponesie b‘ut geneml notion thet hes
prevalled amsngst the Eoers throughout the Colony from
Pime ﬁ.mmaﬁm'ial, respee%igg the power of conmandos over
the iives of unfortunste Végabond Hottentote, who have
hitherto been congidered h@ings exeluded from the
Pmtaﬂtﬁan of ﬁw fzwgt. (1),

n /.‘

m@ picture of the genéml bsﬂkwazﬁﬁess,
he:.;:»l%snesa snd. fairly frecuent abusive t?&?ti&@aﬁ of

‘s"f-ﬁém%i: + ie vonfirmed

2 mmes of documents in ttxe Amhs,ms, reporte of

we ﬁst%&eﬁta%, egpeeially in G

ai“ficiala, rewzém of coury sases, by dosuments in Theslts

own Rencrﬁiﬂ @f‘ the ﬂape Colony ana, Belangrri jke Eiatoﬁ sohe

Eekumeﬁzea. m ig c,embom ted by the eviémee of

emum@mm @baewem = gmong whom ara ‘Barrow, Pemﬁ.val,
/fv/ Lia};mneteif{aé}meynwm Sperrmen, Jenssens, Dundas and

- van der Kemp

: I?. fis»_:ﬁaﬁfim:eﬁ by the ?e-ancﬁ.us;mns 'uf" histortans
. w‘“?zo have worked on the &ecwnen‘m of the period. There
- wepe fon the smoleﬂ amﬁ.aeme relati:ana in the Wegt,
recorde -co”_-‘.(_ but m the Eagtern Provinee "distreseing
and gnhappy gonditions® for vhich %neither woe wholly to
bla&mﬁ The 1ife of the Hottentots wee. ﬂnmnﬁah}; 2‘
o Itin& of slavazéfﬁi Even 2fter the mtrcﬁon of
emtmcta ty Dundag, ﬂthe Bottentot (wes often) condemned
to become & slave, or pri-mnan, _ for af indefinite tinme

1:@} the :famar' who ame secwea his sewiéfefé- " Wi’he senige o

{2) ”fme arca where Hattenm% lebour wee most heavily relied
) on. In the ¥Western Cepe, glaves were used.

{3) uhe encouraged the Hotientots st Bethelsdorp %o take
| gervice with nearby farmem, until he saw how mev wers
freated. Reyburn op eit p. 50,

G@gl pe 838, . :

Op it p. 90. Cory Justifies or rother exf-uses much
“$hie harshness on the grounds that it wes necessory
- ftzae Hottentots were indolent cte. He does not,

‘nowever, deny thel this wag the casge.

2. G5 p. 199.




- Hottentetﬁ in & kind ﬁr‘alavary frow which they m@re

of agpression and the fesr of vesieting 1t kept the

(1)'

at any tme pr@am& to enaeavmr to Tres %hﬁmselves .

- In the opisnion of ﬁaraie, the conditiens, snd the (2)

v 2

: pmteatiun affar&eﬁ. were “timm&gmy mma tisfactory #;
espe aiany in G»mat‘ﬁﬁainet #the temptatim %a é.eal .
harsbly and ﬁajnsﬁy Wy their sexfmms, w‘hoss meitian wag
one of %jeet éenanctema was often toe strong to be

regioteld #, illan writes thet though they may i:aave L

- lived pescefully on most farms, if they wers 1ll-treated,
foroibly deteined or thelir “w%g?s withheld, they were
#g3most wholly without remedy ﬂtﬁ) is ploture 15

) {8) D
- confirmed by smong others Fifmen , Reyburn &nd wWelker .

Perbope Borrow and other of the colonlsts® severer critics

oxeggersted and goneralized, but #the volume of evidence

. that there were Tlagront sbuges wes 100 great to be

{8) :
ignored ¥,  Yet Theal ignores it. The trath 1s not

necessarily the exset opposite of what he says {i.e.
..'ﬁmt -é:l.l Hottentots were beaten, starved end 11l4rented);
~ but it is redienlly ﬂifferemt. By omitting all reference
to mair hackzmess, poor cah@iﬁions, pavarty and
'&efenaelaasness in the face of 1ll-trestment {not :eare) '

' his sccount is rendered inedequate and micleading,

Next, we shall examine Theal's statement that
“on t!éw 86 f?ew» oeec-'-»siéxw when there were ingtances of -

(9)
111-trea tment Pthe com-ts wore open for their pmtection o,
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m:aﬁin&a a@nﬂiﬁam that the Cesmaﬂy mmr mally’
a%ﬁméi!mthe status of the H@t%ﬁtﬂﬁﬁ‘ they were ﬂmtaide

- the law ®  If they were 1ll«tma ted or abuged, their

: ﬂex%m(aé%egal position ... left then almst w&mlw wﬁh@uﬁ

¥ remedy *. Harais thinks this view "lg not em:i.rely

:eemmtm The Hottentots had the legal right %o ¥be

| (3}
,_pmteeteﬁ in their pereana, property and pgssasaians o,

| ’m@ugh the H@ttentats nay on nocasion have been pmteatea

RIS ©'Y tﬁeir pergons, when were they ever protectéd in thelr

oy property 2 1and s property; Marsis himself rapar‘ks hmr

o “ mna was parcelled ouf to the whites without sven ti;ermg -

e ‘%’@ enquire it tﬁare were any Hottentols living on. i»‘; CONE

'l::-v-‘f,,Xf they hed tms right 3.1; wag & mgtaly mearetmal one. |

Horais nitee as hirs gource angd atatharity for this

T *fvj_aw, *meal. But ‘I‘healﬂs evideme on this ques%mﬁ ie

_-lncansistent. Iin com;raﬂt fha his gistement a}xﬁre anﬁ k)

. the one cited by ﬁaraia, that even in matters affe‘m“g

tﬁeu relati«anmip to wgﬁ atﬁer thay were 4‘5@ some extent
',ameaable to calunial law' , he says algewnere. that before

-‘ e m@g* athey were reg ipdod as an inaeyemant p«eapls, enti tled

T 6}

" to gavern themselves #. ., #These pasple had al;:ays in
theory been regarded as independent of the 'Eﬁrapea%h
government, end subject o chiefs of thelr own x«éﬂﬁé@ ﬂ’s

er the 1809 legialatiaa, thaey waﬂ%gnw,ﬂhﬂsughﬁ mm ST

S '_1egal smm&ction to the g@vernmem; , -
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degsl position was probably

The theoreticsl anid

ambiguous end corfuscd; but there 1z lese aigagresnent
sbout whet uswelly heppensd in prectice. Narelis ﬁgmzéa
with MaeMillan that the position wes Sthoroughly

unsatisfaotoryt, von B

gneveld reporded that loesl
officiels were not '-&m‘maeﬁ to administer the few
protective provisions introduced by g‘xmﬁasl ‘Eﬂt the and

of the 18%th Century. In 1803, Genersl Jansgsens mvmri 11:
ﬁewgmmv to order that *né privede person nmust dare te -
pntv them {the Hottentots) in chains or eaﬁaﬁﬁm %%rwm"..
thie being sfunction of magistretes, snd then only ‘efter

{2}
reguler triel o We know whet happened to Neynler when he

tried to enforce similer instructions of the governmerit.

s we _ehall_ ger, 1t whe difficuvlt enough for the |
Bottentots i:«‘:a’vgat' redrese fron the lew after "3.869, when o
aéminisﬁraﬁm had been tightened up, !;‘he syatonm @g,
lsw-courts extended and with the help of miesionary
ehazrmpimm Previously, if the ggg courts of luw were
' indeed open, "the ignorent snd depressed Hottentots counld
hardly have been aﬁ&m of their exiaiane e® ang “there wose
‘né law }mgulazmg; the relations between master and ,
| aermnigf' | lh

To disptge of the prdlem of the ﬂemtwnalﬂ eRses
of ill-treatment by saylng fhey haévalways the remeﬁ?
of re&avaéé?t end ®the Courts of law were open for thelr
protectiond ;| is dighonesd, unless one ig 'jgnorent. But
‘me&l wog not ig%ﬁaramtf xe haé shiown en BRATENELS of

such fsots in the Conpendium.

Referring to the period up to 1809, Thenl states
. taaﬁ the H@tmmﬁts fyrere nelither texed nor éalled npon

VN '*.V“"t;hese only eamea't me gma of the 18th Uz
(2) g.H, B.E. 133 z?a. Janssens 3.etter to ’Laammmat af




RS - .
'accord they 9&1‘13&& as pan&aﬂrf??‘- mmuﬂaiﬂg: the
besterd migration to the North, Mefeis says one of the
min: reagons for this, wag the “gompulsory ssrvise on
commandos®s In 1778 Field~Bopgesnt ven Zyl reported
that ‘a1l the Hottentote and Bestards P1t for commendos
are going a;{;&y to the Hamaque eeuaﬁw to evaﬁe gerving
on mmmandmépz Be taxes: Irom 1787, there wae *a
sepazmsu liat® of Bagtars greziers in Gresff<Reinet
who ﬂpam the some YAxes geg bhe Eoefiszi Precunably,
when bhey were in & posgition fo pay %axes, they wers

. {4
- fexed .

: pendium, Theal wrote that thelr pogition
wae gtill wretehed. They now hod the advantsge of scceas
o the Courts, but beyond this, British ruls wos ®Rather
+es the mesng of riveting thelr febteps more firxly then
before*(8). They had to have & fized plsce of abode(8),
from which they could not move without a pessy 2s they had
no land this %virtuslily placed the whole rece in 2 condition
of gerfdon®. The real object of the Jaw was to forceg

- them %o work, &% wages fixed by the employers. If the
landdrost weg humene thelr position was ﬁt@lﬂmmsﬁ 3
oiherwise they were appmsae& without relteft{¥).
coneluded that the stronger government of the Britian

~ bore herd on the Hottentots] 1t nore ef rectively ﬂemsh(eﬁ)
' nu's z;han' freedon snd bussnl ty {8).

xn the G

In hla later works, Thesxl molutaing(S) t 0o
mensures could be devised of greater benefit %o the
¥eap3,e effected®, thet it fregeued® them “Crom utter muin,

£ not Trom exﬁnamanﬂ{m) He the protective provisions
of the law? #Ample provision was made in the proclamation
for the enforeement of punctuzl payment of wapes, for the
releage of the Botientot upon expimtion of the term of
gervice, anﬁ for hig protection from 11l-trzatment®(11).

| i.»’} Smffh }&fﬁea p. 340,

{4) ’fﬁe&l nowhero indicates how 1little they had %o tem.
There $a vo refersnse in hiso sccount of this pem@d
to their poverty. ‘

, Gom endipe p. 2046

(6} Te 1 referring to the 1609 legialafion the gatsentss

' wde of gnledon.

{?7) Jéem.

_ Op ¢it p. 205.

(8) Referring to the 1809/12 1eg1alstian, the Hottentod caae.

71n\ iﬁﬁ+£p?53€§10198h1£ Pmelfma\i: Mh, ﬁ 1 (AY n 14R.
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After this proclamation, several clana withdrew %o
Remaqualend, while some migsioneries compleined that
the law wBs oppressive. f“Put the bensfit from the
substitution of govermment for precticel anarchy ghould
‘outweigh the discontent of & fow hundred individuels®{1l).

The 1809 Code hze been interpreted both as o
HMagne Garta and an instrument of oppression; afithough
recently, the views of msst@rians heve been more qualirfied.
The objlect of mg law wag toyprovide lsbour for the fermers
~ and better conditions for the Hottentots. H@we&reﬁ, Halker
 comsiders thet 1t falled to achieve the latter becsuse
Gf the pass sectlons which reduced Hottentols "to the
level of gerfa at the digposel of the local afﬁafialse%?
de RKlewiet sgrees mm: 1ittle wag done to improve the

confiition of the Hottentots, who were %thrust even more
firmiy under their mepter's control. FHowever, *it mesnt
much thet the Hottentots were brought ingide the law,

(3)
however heartless that low might gtill be ¥, MoeMilien

goes further: the law reduced the Hottentots to a state
of *virtusl slavery%. They had %o have & fixed place of
| abede) a8 they had no Gljnﬁ they had “no practiocal
ailternative to serfdom *. MNersig: The 1809 Code wos
pert of a process of éxtemi‘ing the rule of low end |
o ’?t:ign%enﬁ.ng up the control of the cantral -aﬁmihis:mtmn.
i1‘.1."‘2115;»133%1 it had dlsedvantages 1t "marked & ﬂissﬁtinct advance
in the status of the .Eattenwtési.: |

Before enguiring into the sdministration of these
" laws to test Theal's ctatement that fample provision? wasg

made for the enforcement of the protective clauses, we

"f_ ’ t Po 3‘430 ) o
Waiker (1940) pé 156 and 178.
Suestion p. 146, 184.
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must keep in mind their limitations. D&@i te scome
differences, all the hi:s._%ﬂam quoted sre agresd on
taist Af they constituted an advence 1t was %only Juste,

. They dld not establish legel equality, Hottentoss could

" not own land, they were subject to stringent pass provisions,
the law provided for domesgtic discipline in eases of
laziness or impertinence sine trial. Moreover, Hattentats
would obviously be discoursged from lofging charges &g
they were %6 be kept in Jesd 1;111 the he@rﬁng, flbggaa ir
the complaint wns considered trivial or not p’mveniin
;:G;emﬁ;t;.-, Though one. would not think so from Theal's account,
it 1e about the tadventegest and tadvancest of such &
lew thet we sre arguing. Whether or not 1% constituted
2 pmall or & great degree of advence, 1% iz & cleer
indicetion of the conditions thet preveiled tha% thig
quﬁa?smn should éven-arieseav‘ To say tha"!: this law wae
& gonsiderable aamce and #gsved then i’mm; utter ruin®
is en inexplicatle comment from one who représented their
previcus condition as being patlsfectory; as Thesl did.
If such & law could %eave then® ond be to their sbenefy 4

their conditione must surely have been appalling ?

The benefits of & law which ensured control over
their i&‘bwréup@i? had obvious advanteges for the coloniste..
Of these Tbeal, hogwezreive.". does not sposk. He emphasises
.‘kh,ev advanteges to the Hottentots: Ihat wém thege 7

The nere féc‘é that they and their rela tiouship with
um/ thetr masters/m brought under the serutiny, and in sonme
aspects under the cantrol of the law, wes of aﬁvantage.
~ This in 1tself wss & rise in status, o potential weepon for

.defencq end improvemens$, especially {(perhaps entirely)
owing to the gresegmf of an inersasing numbsr of articulete

chempions {the missionaries), ond aided by the extension
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and 1mpmvement of tﬁe admm&.smtiagn of Juetice. The
affiaz.als am} Judgea wers, m a&ditlen, uxgaa and ex&ar%e&
f.o enferee the protective provigions and mskse them known
to thﬁ»ﬂattentatégf

 what precticsl advantage the law offered to the |
- Hottentots lay entirely in the
effective were they 7 The intention of the labour

protective claugdes. How

~ contrzet was to ensure thet Hottentots would riot be kept
in aewica in&erimtely, and that they would be pai&. :
' ﬁast historianp agroe about the ineffectivencss af thie

provision. NagHillen: the lsbour contreocts pmvideﬁ no

protection. Some mﬂetext eould elweys be found for
éefneings to Gischarge them. If they were aiﬂeharg’eﬁ, they
might encounter aifficulty in getting & pess to look

for work zeismmerézz As they hed to heve & fized place
of aboﬁe, they were ugually forced to ploy 1n the ssme
ares snd pmbably/work for the geme empley-er. Thua;.

the tyrannical application of the pass laws nullified
the protective intentions of the labour coﬁt;mé%s:: thue&'
were nsed to tie down end amobilise Hottentot labour;
~and they alao depressed weges .

. A8 N oa o
The Commission of Incuizy (1823-7) described how,

it 'ﬁamen'ﬁats 4id mansge %o get & discharge, thay h_ﬁ’tﬁ first

to apply to the fleld-cornet for & pass before they could
'.1oo:k for work (@fhieﬁ they hed to have) elgewhers. This

/ pase was only valm in the fielé-mnetr%. it they wisghed -
to gc further &ﬁ,em tney had to apply for o pase fmm

{1} me ¢rention of additional lenddrosts, the aest;emliafhment
. of the Circull Court by the Britlsh. .

{2} See for example R.C.¢. XXIV p. 462, Instructions to
~ the ¢irecuit Court Ea&ges.

(8) ’ﬁley caam not move from meir ares without e pass.




the lanﬁdwst. The issﬁe of these wes subgect to the
discretion af she affmers. ‘ﬁm tfua exereise of thig
diecretion nelither the 1anaﬁmat. nop me veld cornet
are subjlect to any sontrolf. From the evidence it seemed
“they were n-suglly zllowed pas‘se‘faf for sbout a week. Though
‘t;ne reearﬁs aontainad cages where they wers told %o find
/ wark ﬂimaﬁiatelyﬁ oansmermg distances and communications,
| even & week was not very long. The comzaissim congidered
that thg primary concern of the crficials w2 the labour
- supply of theil* own ﬁiﬁtﬂstg;z

Marais egrees thet if they obtameﬂ a aischarge,
" their appertﬁnities of leaking far work elgewhera were
ifaeverely .eimumsﬁribeégl s ané tbat the aaminiaﬁmtmn of

” the pase law's' i:mbniéea the Mboar forcg? ‘ﬂﬁs is
confirmed by ____1' The Bosrs took aémntage of zhe
pmvisioms of 18@9 anﬁ 1812 to keep the Bottentote !m

 eervice: "Taug the condition of service of this, an

| _ aﬁmﬁ.t‘t?ﬁ]}y free pe@ple, was gomemhat. of ttw namre of

) sla?ary R,

. Thig control over snd immobliisation of Hottentot
lebour was effected by tﬁe*aﬁmﬁgnﬁ;s@m‘%ﬁn of the .paéﬁ |
o laws, which lay in the hends of the loeal officials.” T&e
. / ‘:aysftém of mmer A-:corne%s, with farmer 1ntereats and
i fermey friends hed already been cyiticised by van
Wnevelé ). by Galli(.g?, by the Cireult Court Judzes S.n
),

" their report of 1812 ané hy the Commission of Inguivy ,

who mentioned two czses in which fleld-cornets themselves

B (-1.1 ma.
;2) s*a;_is p- 126.
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were fiue& for illegal detention of gervanta. The
evidence saﬁéma t&-ﬂb’aaz* out the conclusion of the
_sam'gsmn of Inquiry thet though 10@&1 officinle readily
énfarée& the provisions wmch wers In the interests of
'tne matem. %hey were markeﬁly less digposed te enfeme
| mase in the interests of the Eattentag). _

(2)
’me pRES ;smviainns, wepe Rstﬁtgmﬂy enfareaﬁ

In terms of the law, all Hottentots hod %o have & pasea.
' #A11 persons weré empowersd to demand & pass from any

':Hat;t;entat who apyaareﬂ on thes.r farms, &nd in cess s? ,
3

- mg not being provided with one, to deliver him PDeee #

o ?mhably1§ not only those who appeared on their farme?
by the 1820%e 1t had become & received opinion! thet e
,' Hottentot found anyw

ere without A pass could be atopped,
 apprenended and lodged in jeil. There he would stay
unﬁﬁ. hie master elalmed izs.m or 1f he had none, tin em
| was f@mnd‘ #In eﬂ.ther ssee the emeasestg hisg keep
would be debited agaj nst his future wagen %
' Theal's own aecaunt of the mnditmns under which 3
- tomplaintes were 3.96@@5&5)make it clear thatl ﬂmtentots
would be digeoursged from going %o gourt even when they
'__haéi vory a-éz"iaua’» grievences. The fcwz‘aftion of meg pess
aystem made it difficult for them o get %o court . If
tmay had the courege, knowledge and pgood fortune %o get
 there, they could not bank on & fair hearing. FNot only
,_ had they %o fsce the haﬁ&%g?ps 24 atmosphere, lenguage |
| dirriculties and ignoranse , but they often had te %nt-eaa
B 1‘ with 'parnial and alwvays with white, Judgess |

Eamia p. 128. B

¥arels p. 125-6.
See abw& 6hapter Ir p. 18. ,
¥are ,}‘.g p. 119 (ft.n%) R.C G. YVIII p. 309,

3 Or.¢ftds CADY bt
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| Even the High Court of Justice in Cape Toun
'm‘ogst 1mpart3.a1 of all the Courte, leaned Townrds the
| -col@nista; ﬁmremor Cradoek, on oecasion, el
constreined to comment on insdequate sentences. @raxeing
the attention of the Chief Justice fo five cases of & |
*‘th&r charactert from the records of the High Court
of 3:1:35‘:1@&:," the Governor deseribed the sentence éf‘
bant ot '
while of snother he m-ote,

ment in one murder cdse as * mockery of justiced;

*In my opmitm +s+ & more deliberate calé-b}.@eded goene
of persecution zmﬁ eruelty even mnto deat:h, waS never
exhibited. . 1

The sentonce: Three monthe imprisonment 1¢1#

The bias of the Courts znd the disproportionste
 pentences imposed on whites end Fattwtﬁtg is vividly (2)
. 0
illuaﬁra ted by 2 ozpe from the files of the Blaek Cireuit .

The vzpe 18 thet of Theunis B

| the who was charged with
| ill-traatiﬁg & sleve, Dina snd her danghter, who
subsequently éieém Cuyler himgelf aékmﬁle@'geﬁ thet
the family were ﬁnwmmm for thelr 1ll-treatment of |
servants and hed been warned by bim in the psst. *“ha
Gourt found that the death of the ohild wes oaused hy the
, neatixéag The Jud;

‘ waﬁah Bothe. OCovry, who read the evifence sald #It ’seﬁma

grent: $he landdrost we.s ordered to
stranze that Fothe d1d not receive, &s h?aiwﬁma to have
deserved gore severs punishment than this *.

The ]juagea,@ bweve‘i‘, compenszted for thelr leniency
%@ﬂara‘s "B@tm ‘by their severity towavds 2 %Intteni;@t, Jan

T aanﬁue-!: of b e Juéges of the Blask Gireuit is, I

: at‘ink., an indictment of the ednministralion of Justice.
- He gholl denl with this Af we heve time.

. {B3) This was one of the #flimsy® charges ‘brought forward
by the missiomaries.

e\ I e 214
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famager. Tomsger had given ovidence sgeinst Boths, which
the Gourt had aeeep‘ted. He wag, however, in conneetion
with this csse, ﬂfcmnﬁ guilty of premeditated falaseshood
~ &nd condemned to herd labour in ivens for four ﬁanthél’?l
Perheps 1t mg: the Mn:le:my with which the Courts $reated
white offenders (in ceses ageingt Hottentots) thet le@ -
the G@ﬁmiasli@n of Inquiry to advise, in 382’?3 with ‘ |
reference to the common crime #of maliciously shooting
and wounding amax%a‘!zsf?hat. penglties be made more swere.-,

regardless of colour .

In terms of the 1809 legiolation, the Hottentots
were fgubject to mary procedure, to imprisonment for
making eny complaint et all, end, %o punishment almost
by Yrequest? of their mesters; in point of detsil,
im‘r@iv‘insg: the interpretetion and spplicetion of the
proclemations, they gtool to suffer from the antipa thetic
adminlstration of farmer field-cornets®. Even if they
‘mensged to lodge serious cherges, they were unlikely
to vecelve a sympathetic end impartial m&ls Yat Thesl
ueseribee& these 1sws s¢ conteining Sgmy le provision® for |
tm eni‘omemem of the protective ywvisicne, and 1eft n
1@: en’sim‘ly 8% ‘tz&et; '

| Here the #benef! ﬁtsﬁ to whieh Thenl '.Perme&
perheps cconomie ¥ - Jenasens, Collins, Colonel Bird (.:.8113,
the Crown Conmiesioners = 81l contended thet the
Hottentote were "most 1:1@&9@3%913? rmma&mteéﬂ Nesply:
50 per cent of the Hotteniots in the 1‘&‘5@1@2 tonded o
year with no more %o show for their work then when tﬁa}r"
began 1;::5*' Hac¥Millen has argued thelt by lmmobilising
dabonr, Lhe pase 88 laws gctusily hed an a&mrﬁé effeci’: on

{2} Ery By which time the adminigtrefion of Justice hag
- ivq:mm& congiderably.
, ,an Pe 95. ) - _
fape Uoloured fuestion p. 169, _
Y. ‘ithe Orh &k {(October 1034). p. 47.
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: ’ ‘ {1y
%Em eaon@mie gondition ﬁf the Hottentols . Heyburn's

.:r*eaeaxfghe;a on Hottentot weges in selscted areas from
1805 - 1815 and in 1823, show thet there wes no |
impzsammex;; in the economic statas of ths Hﬁ-%mzatg
.gft‘er 18653. Juet how low weges wers, ls indicated by
the report of the 'mi.ts;si@ﬁary Helm ot Zuurbrask, | The
wages of Hottentots in his erea were go low he eald,
| {'m% more then 4/6 per monih} that meny Hottentote lived
in frecton (1.6 vzfgmmzﬂh not because they were sverse
 to mmi vtk becmme they could annpcr$ their mmnm
,betteztfa. From thisg evidencs 1% mulﬁ geen that the
'@pmuen of ths 1 Lams was %0 the eaammic &maﬁmntage

o "_af ma Hottentote.

‘ . ,' ¥areis does notl ents.rel’sr sgree with ":hls. He
, '_agreesv that wages were Wew lm{fi and t%zat uhe pass 1aws
- mmml,se& 1ahaurﬁz Kawemr, becavge of the pevewty of
A_‘the Eaere and the baﬁ:kwrﬁn@m aend lazinesns of the | |
| ‘;-ﬁatteaﬁets, it wag gemape unlﬁ:ely ‘that there mlé heve

- be@n a ﬁee erzmy « I s&rﬁm% agrae with 'l;hi,s a'j?“

unent.

It te ot merely that the immobilisation of labour in &

o ) : tine of peaveity = and ;if_a%tenﬁ:a%“ labour always seemecl %o

- C - be seam:-? - ywould tend '%p-,keep wages down. Rot m,.ﬁﬁ"that 5

" however poor the Gelony 8B111 wee, sho wes 1oss ;:mor in
about 1614-15 then at the beginning of the British
» -ﬂﬁe}ﬁ?%ibﬁg #The ﬁec@na Britﬁ.sﬁ aaanpa*%g? active!y
Lo st};mula ted the ﬂcansmizz lii‘@ of the Colony %, _Batmsn
| 1806 end 1820 there ws & sixt

eld ineresse Mz :‘unpartﬁ and

o ND MR



exports. True, Capée Town gained most, bub "Even the
far&aff frontier felt thelinriuénae.af'présperizyé

During 1806~24, for example, the number of cattle,
trebleé 3 ‘Tais wes, of course, & periocd wggﬁ the vpe
ang downe so cherseteristic of South Africen sconomic |
life.  Bouth Afpice wee in the 1820's bit by the post-
Nepoleonic Wer depreselon. Nevertheless, it is
undeniable that therse éaa &n improvement in the sconony
'&r the country, whiie there does not seem to beve beén
even & sligatiy compareble improvement in the wages or -
1iving conditions of the Hottentots. 8o our conclusion is
thet the 1809 legislation certainly did not assist, and
probably retarded the improvement of the economic position
of the BHottentots.

Referring to the Apprenticeshtip regulations of
31@12, Theal wrote in thé,aomreaéium that they ignored

the rights of Hottentol pamntsg.' and thet “No regulation
of the government of the Baet India Company exceeaed this
in oruslty®. Iﬂ‘his-;gﬁggA works, he wrote: it ®ignored
the right of Hottentots to control their children ....
Bﬁt it ié‘aqnally true‘tﬁa* it hed more effect in raising
_tnese people towerde civilization than any other regulation
ever mede camcerning tﬁeigi | ’
The Apprenticeship Proclemetion of 1812, provided
that the lsnddrost could bind children born on & ferm to
the former, or some other humene person, from their 8th to
their 18th yesr without eny remuneration sasve food and
Glo%hing. In 18219, it was extended by Somerset $o orphans.

{1) :bi&.
{2) Compendium p. 208.

(3) Thesl (4) p. 340.
(4) Marsis p. 118.




' izbour.

-

| - 48 - |

| This law hes been widely and seversly oriticieed.
It wes "2 device for securing long-tery indentured
. serventa®, wig eub§e¢ttavﬂgraV®vabuﬁeélg.'Gallinﬁ
réported thet 4a shild oan scarcely crawl before &t is
Burned %o some pnrgasizi Ageps were artan~&1ff&¢ulﬁ‘to
determine, and this led %o retention of the children
b&yan&thelegei.peri@é§? landdrost Shtockenstronm, who
supygrteﬁ.zhe laﬂgjcoﬁe$ strongly ﬁpposea these messures.
vP&reﬁtﬁuweveﬂlath to leave their apprenticed children, so
th@ system would lesd ta.the §er§etna1 bondage of &

famili ?a the f&rmer ana tﬁns further fmmobilise Bottentot
‘ 4

What of the aévant&ges.df which Tbsal gperke ?

V'( Ea$t9rs were supposed to instrnct thelir appfenticea 1n

| egriculture, usefvl work @nd\religieéa? In fact, be

she Commission of Inquiry pein%g?Aeut; they were ?av@r&e“
$o ingtructing them\$n<religi@n.f nor 14 field-cornets
or loual officiala exert themeelvea 0 enforue theﬁe or

’ me pmteutiva clauaes. There woe "coneidereble loxity®
o1 the pam of locel officisls in ensuring thst ehildpen

were nnt-ﬂa»ainaﬁ peyond the pr seribed periaévf Fnrtharmare,
the lanaﬁrast *frequeﬁ%ly cae supparta& tize master's

: pfatensiens te the aervicew of Hottentet children on veny

- (8),
5&1@#% gratn&g .

There does not geen to be any suppar% for Theal's

.. contentlons that spprentices were adequately pratecteﬁ

sgeingt ebuse or thet spprenticeship had "mere effect in
- raising Thess psople towsrds clviligation than ang~othér

regulation over mede ccnceraing them®.

{(7) f'm"a""f'a""i"s' pe 1o8.

(8) quoted Idem.
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Taeal*s agecount of the Hottentots ﬂuring this

periaa 18 eenﬁiatantly imndequete an& mialeading, many

 of his e@nﬁsﬁtiansvaonflictwwith;the.evi&ence; wﬁile”

for others there iéraa support. But'the'maat‘aﬁriking

-fenture is his cﬂnsistent em&saienvsf & whale hady of

'f&cts. there is 1intle ar nathing in the pages af

hig history to india&tﬁ'ﬁba mogt Easantial<feaﬁur63‘afﬂ
Eﬁﬁﬁentet«life:at'thiﬂ time - landlesenese, poverty, 1ow'
wages, ill—treatment. inadeouacy of the law, p&r%iality
of nrfieials, abuses afu&pprentieeﬂhin. It is one. thing
o ssy that these conditions were §uﬁt1fiabie or
inevitable, &s Cory tende to doi but is is another to
deny or.ﬁgn@rertham; There 1s r@ﬁm‘f;;~@1gagreemeﬂti
for differences in interpretetion and opinion re ﬁhé
conditions of the Hottentots and the effects G;f%he

laws ﬁ?ﬁﬁ‘%ﬁﬂm: but‘tﬁﬁ‘exiaﬁenéﬁ af-ear%ain-aﬁtaﬁénding‘
features of their lives is indisputable and inescapsble.

1% 1s emaeeivable~t§az mheai’sy1&%&r,reﬁﬁafc&ea 
sould have made him aware or-a%her,realitiesf@f tnéf_
Golonial situstion which he had previ@usly'negZeeﬁed;
it ie no%:eanaeﬁvabla that on the basis of tﬂe:néw
documents he could now be led to deny the'f&ats'wnigh he
hed previously reeegniaea; On the eontrary, the new
évi&eh&e»yﬂieﬁ he accoumulated gives more deteils of and

support to these truthe. He wrote hiz sccount in full =

‘ney in fuller- knowledge of the facts. Before establisghing
thie, we night note thet the effect ol these distortions,

misragreeent&tian?iiamigglens,ia_iﬂvariabiy, as Professor

HMurals p@iﬁﬁeézﬁﬂﬁ-;vta $ilt the valance in favour of the

Puropeen colonials and against the non-Europssns and those

who ghemploned thely interesta..

{1) Yeynier Frefacs.
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How 4o we know that he wrote in full possegsion
of the facte ? 1In his bibliogﬁaphies Theal 1ists and
in his documentary collections he includes most of the
evidence which hag here been compsred with his histéry.

Amongst the relevant documents contained in the Records

of the Cape Golony, for exampletl?re the reports og '
field-cornet van Ryneveld (1801; , Collins (1809) ,

the Circuit Commiesion of lalé8 and the full report of
the Commission of Inquiry (1823-7§42 The Belangri jke
Historlsche Dokumenten conteins many relevani documents

(5)
including the Reports of General Jeneseng . Amongst

relevant bluebooks which Thesl 1lists in hie bibliogrsphy

are The Report of The Select Committee on Aborigines

/Q.tC //

(1836, ¢7) and Papers relative to the @ondition end

, (6)
Treatment of the Netive Races (Parts I and II. 1835).

In addition, the Archiveeg contain many documente -
court cases, labour contrects, landdrosts reports some
of which - he claimed & gresat many - Theal must have seen.

Historiesns who have used them, whatever their quelificetions

~and differences, generally sgree thet although some of

‘the colonists?! critice may have exaggeroted or genereliged

tthe volume of evidence th?;)there were Tlagrant abuses

was too great to be ignored .,

There 1s, too, the corroboratory evidence of
dbeervars.—- Not only Berrow, Philip, Fairbairn and Pringle;
but Janssens, Dundss, Thompson, Burchell, lstrobe &nd

(1) Vvol. IV p. 88 rf.

{(2) Vol. VI p. 340 £f; Vol. VII p. 20 ff.
(3) Vol. VIII p. 288 ff.

(4) voi. XXXV

(5) deel III.

{6) Theal (@) p. 446.

(7) The Cape Colour Question p. 90.
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Btockengtrom. Thesl was famiiiar‘witﬁ‘t&eTéritiagﬁ of
81l these men. He 1lists them in his bibliogrephies and

assecces end oriticises their work.

‘ Thesl's work ﬁhronghaﬁt thie period - on ﬁégrancy,
the Black Gireult, Slagtere Nek, Ket River, the British
take~overs, the missions, his éompériéan of the L.M.S.
end, Moravi&ns, the front&er - wﬂs marked and rendered

unraliable andsin&aeqnate by the distorti@n,

misrepresentation, suppreasion which charaaterise& his

'aaeount of the Hottentats. Leck of time and spaee has'

K4

foreed me to cut out most of my work on this perioa,

but-yE'smail give & seleotion of brief exemples,

,"rfaéali,s_maaunt of the Kfét River Settlement is

 unsatiefactory. ‘Amongst other things, he oleims thet

N there 1s»5gaéd groundt for believing thet the Hottentots

_were ready prle] join the Kaffirs when they invaded the
'Goleny in December 1834‘ The Kaff&rs‘did not ettack the
‘settlement, later it nbecame known to & aprtainty that
 most of the Hottentots at the Kat Hiver ked setuslly been

(1)
wevering The Hottentot sol&iers at Fort Will%h%re
2
too, arrenged to betray the past but l@st coursge . How

. does he account for the fact thet they d&é not Jgin the

iﬁ?&dérs ? 'The presence of a military'post, Fort

- Beaufort, fiot far down the Kst River, "acted es & check

(3) »
upon insurrection #*. The Rev. Rend whs sent awey from
the Beﬁtléﬁeﬁt,*%hilé'gapts Apmptrong kegt an eye on the (@)
: 4

fvxattentots, ﬁﬂy these meansgt Eﬂ insurree%ion wag prevented 9,

(1) ‘Thea g ) Vg,'ia,












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































