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CHAPTER 1 

THEAL: HIS IrlFWENCE AND IMPORTANCE; 
I 

QONFLICTiroJG OPINIONS OF HIM. 

It would surely be unnecessary to Justltr 

ttlis atudJ', and e ttempted assessment, ot South Africa • s 

most prolific, influential and con trover sial b1 storlan. 

It would probablJ be useful, however, to remember Just 

how prolific, influential and controversial Dr. George 

Mccall ! heal bas been. 

Although be bad no university education 

or special training as an historian, 1b.eal bed other 

useful qualities. tions tor his work. He bad travelled 
-1-k 

w1del.J: Canada (land of b1s birth) .;,Unl ted States of 

America, parts ot Atri.ca, and most ot tb.e capitals of 

Europe. Atter bis arrival in South Africa, at the age 

ot twenty-five in 1861, he travelled extensively, and knew 

and 11 ved amongst a wide variety of people: English and 

AtrUtaans, Africans on the old Eastern frontier, rough 

diamond-diggers in Kimberle,- (in tbe 1970' a), governm.ent 

ottic1a.ls and anthropologists in Oape 'lovn, President Reitz. 
I :J v.t. 

;, 5 suer and other leading poll t1c1ana of his day. 

He knew, or learnt, most ot the languages 

necescc.ry tor research into the history or Southern Atrica: 

English. Dutcb, Atriltaans, Bantu languages, Portuguese and 

French. He ·read practically sll the relevant publlshea 

sources and did original research in the Arcblves, covering 

a very Wide area. I doubt whether anyone hB s yet read and -
v.ri tten over a. wider period tban Theal: trom be:tore the 

first voyages ot discovery until b1s own time. He was a 

dedicated and exceptionally industrious worker. Who could 

\ 
• 
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surp$ss b.h~ pertorman~e (wn11e .tn :England) or twelv.a hours 

a dJ!ll,, .s.even· ·day;s .e. week ? · .He wae, too •. tortunat~ 1n 

hnvtng a Job 1n wh1c.h J.1.e w~:e ,given soope and .;fac111t1,es: tor 

his hlstor1ctal rese&.r()bes, time to wrt·te., a:lld •-14 in 

publishing me:nt ot tl1s books. 

'lbe&l ~r.eee1 v~4 a te.vonll!2b{~) t-eo:ept1on, and· 

widespread recognitto.n for hi"$ flrst book , ,Jll·eaQ·e;mn~:um 

qt .Soy~g Jl..tr~..s!ln l_is;~~and fl,eog~QbE;, pub11stled 1n 1S7'l. 
·I 

.Bf 18?7,. 1t bad reaehed a 3rt\ ·e41tion, ana wee ·wtd.elr 

regarded as til.~ beat genel"!ll M story ·of South Afrlca yet 
. ' . 

writ.t:en. ftle. td,,storie$ be publ!,sbetl from ·la86 on-.rds were 

1mmed1a tel.y accepted as !§tatldard wrbi -and rart i:n.to many 

editions. ln 1B9l. -Tn.-.1 r.$0elved ·tne tltl$ ot ·e.ate:torlo­

grapne:a ot ttte1 Oa:pe OOlonyll. to. fact. be was., by tf:len. tne 

B1stor1ogrttpb:er of' .soutb. At~1ea. 

A Whole g.eneT&tlo.n ot Sotttb African b1 storians -

P. Reg1na.ld S:ta.tbf!m:~ Oo~y • v!UI Gordt,. Johnstone., Lel'tle. 
~ - I<- "'-0'..;--./ 

( Etbere, Pr&ller, B"okes, Fou~e, some still famous, others 

torgctt,en. paid tr1bute to and acknot-tledged their beavr :debt 

to Dr. ftu~al. str HarTY Johnstone calJ.ea him •·tne celebrated• 
. . . (2) ' 

and. "tne tmpa.;rtia.l h1etor1e.n o.t Sontb Att-tca ~. Oor: prai:sed 
.. . - (I) 

the ftJu. d.1ctal 1mpa:rt1al1t¥ and ve:rtlC1ty u of •'that 1ndetat1gib1e · 
(4) . 

work:er· "· In 1924, Eagar Brookes dec'la.red t\'l&tt •No book 

on &lll' aapec.t or p,er1od ot South Atr1ean h1stary can tl ~11 close 

wttnou..t a tr1bute ,of tbanka to that master o·t rEU~'Stlrotl; ••• 

nt--. !neal. It ls due to his: ektr&ortlt.ne.r111 .lnitetat1g1ble 

{l) Hot oountittg an earlier 1:1 ttle pa~pb.let: JJgutn AtF,1efi t:tg 
lt ts~ ( .. 1871) • 

(2) BJ:l'taini a~r,op.a ~fle .ti~e~ P• 82. 

(3,) ifl,otx Vol. lV. P:ret.ace. 
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·and d1se~lminat1ng labours tba.t 1t is pess1ble. today to 

prQsecut.e ·h1stoP1cal resea:refl Ut«l~r con~1 t1ons. whi-Ch; lf 

not pert.eet,, 41M e.t leaa·t 1ntln1tely better tbaa Bben be 
. (1) 

underto()k;· b1s grea·t lite-work.. All_ bono~r to n1s nanre n, 

ana be prefaced a dlsagreemeJ:lt w1 tn Thes.l w1 tb. the rema::rk: 
. (2.) 

~t' •even from ·ttae severely 1mpart1:e.l pages of 1'taea1 • • • • fl 

Among.ert ·tn;(! cborus or pra1se. howtnter,. a r.,w 
41ss1dent Vt>ices we~e b.ea:r.d ,at. "tbe tum of ·tb.e century. Botb :(3) . . (4) .. .··. ' 

l·D·· Bosman and i'.A .. van Ja.a:rsv~ld , ltbo have wr1·tt:en ·on 

South At.rican bl.stor1ogra.pby,. explain· tbe:ee entirely ltl terms 

~ot . tt\e. polttteal and ideological $trttQ· engen4ered by ~be 

Atlg-lo-Bcuii~r War. Gharges ot ·ff.ext:rero.e unworttr:tnesa\11 ·Ettld ot 

;:a~·o.ounts ttat variance botb.. wttb ·tbese_ reoo·rds and ·a oommon-
. (5) · •' tJ 

··. sense a,n&.1ys1s ot rs.cte <~~.; b7 bl.stor!ein:e sueb as ~twe.n-JJulle:r 
. . ~ •' . . . . . ' . 

d ·.,· ... 

,·and -Cappon, are· accounted tor ·:or tbe1Jtc opposition to ~ea:l• s 

·caemp1·on.std.p ot ·tne··soer,i • 

. I· .•. ,, ' 

.However,, (not ~l+ tne . bl:;ilt~~arts were obl1ttlttglY ··nt&"ll~·f'fk~tur1ng . - .-. ~ . . 
' . 

· ..... erntllUflttton. ·ro'r the rml1ttci$·~e. 
. . . . 

·. around tne;·.Aretd:ve.s·: aM .r,;;m_ 111lem.·soto vc~e. &·tla,:·lars;el.r . '(6) . . ... ' ' . . ·. . . ' 

'• untJ.ee,l'd j a d1f£~ent· ktnd ~~ _c:r1t~elsm ·b·n ~ '(h'}tie·f:Wtaat 

,;ana wt'lere· was 'theal·•-a ev1a.enoe· ? · '!'be .Re·v. u.a.tr• Letbhl\anctt, 

t2t 9.i .. P& t p.l6. 

(3l .:ft!EJa~,j:s .. tr dl,e gee!;ledskrJ!fet:,..yl!n .Su14-Ata;ik$; :P• 104 • 
• - · •. ··•· .- . . . . . . . r. • 

(,4) · ·~ fi. ~f:~lfee in. die .Bu1d~Af.~ke~·n6e_ .G:s~l~St,~mns • 

. (.5) By' lw&n-.U-:tler. ~~14 P·· 14. 

(6) B7. -~ otbe.rs Bosman and van.· J'&a.r•v:eld. 



if~b't~le·t ·Of 'tbtt Qlpe: Co.lttnl~: *"CtH~r~ tt~a.t ifbea14-s a¢e&J.Utts 

. ' . ' . '-ot· ~~;~$~& 'li&k And ot ~emor W1l.lt~m Mr1a~:n. •. ft et&~ a~el 

w~ :t~ectt?&·te; ana.. to ·p~ve bts ;;o·ln:t. be Y'mbll,sbed: tht$ · . (1~ . . . . . . y • ~"- •• I . 

d-ttm'l3tl'e :. . aDd. chel.lq:~ 'ft:eal to· f)ll'Oti'wMt b·1s· ·e.,_,d.enc~-· 

Be bgil_,W"mtl s.n -~- c.o·cumentiJ ·on wt.J:ll8.ta A.d't*Yalt, complained 

P.rot:"e•r m;ge.'t'• ,a~ ef)ul:a tt:n4 mtnt·nr 1ft tn• ttJ. .support 

1~-~1'1 :e ·'ne-'$P!ntf aes@'tloasu'•: ~-'1 co:ult.t. :tto't e~ect· e;tbere 

'to: 'tskil!l ills ••~e pe~l S;:Q't!WlJ:~.ue- '911 n 1~$ttt mttat'· ·. . . . . '. . . ' . . . . . . . . . . ·. . . '. t2,)> .. :. ' ·.. ~':' .· 
or -~ 'ld,Jld;8• bu.t 1n1t:~l't gi'V'e: 'bls ~-e.- . . . iilf111 Jlp.., ·ftteal 

. . . (I) 
'f1P4ttr'~ke to p1'04U<:ce p;Not ot ~1$ ebtJ,~es 1t ~'l'leg• Qclvt~. · 

/ 
. >s;. .J'J,. · ' ~-. ..,. · · ti , · •- · . :t... 1... ~~ Wnsrs· w:.e.re t~e, wo~outa ou ~g~rs itd~k ·Uv wttlei~ ~.,e ~~-~"' 

'!blS: o-~ttec1$m dal.tnel. e~ :~tle-t tl\l'tt~· e:mong 
(.t;) . 

t.hft ~·11. ~mle ot ~.o;em:te -.r£ ,~·~~tlJ' lt1:$lttas~nilln cepe 

1 'TO:~, b\1.1f -~ @IO~n to~,otte~~ troll" bttl.f' • eentu::%7· !~e .le!O•~S 
tlll. s.:bo:·ut l9BC - iraeal • s ·•·t .onlf· J\"e&:(i>, ·aad. ao,~t:ea,, ··t;y I 

.. · ~rmeo.. scbooloht'lben_. poU t1t11tans ~t:d t~h~3t'"'s,bttt •s 
#Oill9U\lts4_, Nlled .,n;_., e~t.tea. and. :p51sed bf' pr-ote&tt1<:U\'i.1 

. ' 

Wilen b~ ~t~tHtlvd a »oetG:rG't•C~J ot Lettere :tJ!tmtl 

·~:ae Un1vers1tv t;t tte C~pe ot ~oi Hope 1n .1:899, ~tt~ JP!s• 
eMU 4eo(J~'fte4.. :i!ifl'lft •(Jtrpe .t{J wt: M!ot"Gtng a •r'ldwt4e 

. " 
.J_'it -- • .,~.,,_n-•~·-·r ·•"trc :tY._r(Cta+n_,· _ ··r.•l'!••fitiilliz. :w J t·-.~r-·_- ;-~- _y- __ r- ~? ··-,_-·-.....,.~--- J!:;:Mtlifjiil'*··,-· · ~ _, ... ~ ·- · ,._ 

·(2) !1M 21m.•1 .J. o/9/ltJO'!J. Lett:et" from. P"·t•acSttr map'~'• 

-~Z)· -~ f!~.fii 3'0tb ~t,s=bw~. 1909-~ :Letter ~rO'a eol-.tn .• ,. 

(4.) ~- bt .14"<N!Wbe.r, 1909., t.s·ttgr t.rom ~lv3~n. 

(i) !flhQ ,ae,eli:e! 'W tt~~·~· .m Smtt.tt At'~a t:di the ~n. of 
.,$01m;~ .. 
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{l) 
Jttdgmellt ,ot nr. !b.•l•_~:l mer1 'ts •. .At .. a mEre'ting o:r the· 

senate of tbe Univ-ersity ot Sou.th Arr:t.ea.... Cor7· &.1\4 Fouch~ 

p;rop·o.sed .a motion of t:r.lbu.te ·to tneal:: t'bo to. fer bt.s 

a.;ctdevemente e.fld fer tbe s,p1r1:t 1n v;h.1:at-1 they tJ~.ve been 

wn •.•• tbey lo:olt .to:ftrtt!R1 with. cont14enc~· to a South: At.r1can 

eohoQl . ot 1'11 etonans W:ho ttnlet always: reg•·ra btm .as tbelr-
(2) 

rounder u. EVen . .§onttl' 4.tct1oa .• 4:i Jaum~l orlt1cal ·or Tbeal•s 
. . . .· . . (3) 

point of new ·called him a Hetui.ent of e;~ee t mtorou.gbnes·s • 

. and <t,:tutet"ibed bia lUsto,17 ot &:>uth Africa as a 11laet1.ng · 
c{l,) 

mormment·lf ~a l1te •cont:H~M'64 Wlt1'3; ·tl'te trutb: of" ttl1ngs· ·•· 

His wrltings vrere VerN 'Widely re$d; ana. ·tnw 

eov$red· an .tmmensely wide 2t>~; tbe ·wtwle f:ield · -at :Soutl'l 

At.riQe:n history trmn be:fo,r~ tbe· ~osra,ges -of C1.'$covet-W tO tbe 

anly 4eta1:led histon of :Soutta Afrai:ca .• bs,sQ'd ... u .. pon the 
- . {,f)) 

ArcMves of tb.e eountry, ttmt 1s in exle'tenee·¥- , saw manr 
ri1ttons ~u.rlng bl.s o~ti llf'e-t1Jne. In 1907~10, foP lnstence, 

the ZN. etl!tlon .1u e1gb:t vol:umee mls lsSU:ed. ma numero-us· 

:$h'Ort.~r work.s sold even better. In 1916, Soa·ttt Afx-1ca .. 

(Storr of ·ttae Ma:t:tons:J Series); :ran into 1ts 8#1 edition. 

B7 1910* ;Ge/Ebtede!!ls. 'V&..n .• zmtt'"'"Af§;~ .. bl!ld ree;ofied it ·4th, a:nd 

5ett71r Folkl;O're Iii 2Jid• edl·t1Qn; s.nd ti'u;~re were ·•JaY otbers. 

!heal 'WrOte at l~st ;halt e., tb~z.~n .ecboo.l books,,_, 

·t.n botb Engl1st! and ,JJutoh. !n~'&e - ·the only hintoey that 

;most Soo.th Afr'!cans 4aVer :read - were used eVl!!f7 y@r bY 

thoueantl.s of oobo:olcb:1ldren 'tb~ngnou.t. Soutb A.tl"1ea. In t.be 

(l) 

(2) 

QU'C>ted Bosl'llttn ,,., 61. h-om Cape Argus 2nd ;June, 1899. 
r . , ·_. 

QUGtet.l .RQ c&t p. 164. 

(3) aou.·tn AMes. 31st •zr. 1919. p. aee •. 
i· 

,(4), lbtd. 

(6) Q!talm.me P• ~01. 



(L, ., 

/ Orange Fi'"ee State andt._Cape 1 'tb.eJ were -s:p~neo1"*ed. by -the 

I 

gove:tnntenta CO.flCI:f;m'led:, antl tif~re tbe of:ti~tal te;Jtt-lloo:ks. 

O'ther .school books ·and genru~·l tt1stor1&a wel",e 1nvartablJ 

base4 o:n blm. 

,ott bal.t a ,centnrr.. ·despite ;ome c?l t1.o1 sm., 

i'tle&l lf&.e undotibtedly tbe lmqUe:stloned autborlty ,and t~ 

moat wl:del.J'-l"$8.4 and popu:lal.'- h1stor1sn South Atnca h&a 

y.et prod~ett. !Q.e most popular b1ston ot tb:e :next deca4e, 
. (1) 

i':l'io Walte ... •s .Hi!litU tf~ u§gJtb {'.tt'i"\! t· r-elied V'r'l brGaV111 1 

tn tstb,. .aiS la~elr hae-eth Ot;l btm~ 

.. 
a.nd etf'ect1'V:el.l challenge the ~stabltsbea. \-ra41 tio·n... are 

'rare: lanibr~rks t.n a:Bj fleld. ~-~~. Mf!u)lfilU..n•s ~,e· -~e Colour 
(2) . (3) . . 

.9l!e:s:t-1gn find Ba:n-1 !ger .an~, J~rttoq publ.istled. !tt the la·t.e 

tw:~t1cs, w~e two .such t<Gl"'ks;· the,y were a direct oball·enge 

and tbreRt to t:ne tradition es·tabltsbed by. ·or at least. 

most, clearlY contained 1n, 'fbea.l. z:n. South Uriea,, "'t~rsd1 t1crn.:. 

wa~e<.t ,..,.,.. .:sentt1r:~cent .. oo.e been. to.· o .etro·nt"Y tor the s¥\_t·rtt or 
-· ~). ..· • . ~ p 

\.-
Hiatorr•.. '!here was the ~ec.ess.1W toi' a rad1-oalJ.T new 

. (6) 
· in:terpre.tat1o·n ot ltttown. and ge-ne'tallf umt1sp·atec1 facts • .. 

. I , 

. ·. . . .. . . .. . . r(t<.t. ~()..,v._~ !> . 

Othe-rs f'ollo.wea hot on b!:s heels - Eagar 

Brookes, P11 J. van a.er ~~e~-t~e~ Aga~Ba.m1lton, J .. s. Ke.rai.a .• 

FX"om vtul Jaa:rsveld, one ap.1n gets the i.mp:resel.on tbat tile 

res.l. ie.sues were ·p· ol1tlea1: tb.e hlaito~:ane ·wno iid:&bunk• . . . . . . (Q 
·~neal are 1n the os.tegory marked '~'Erlgl1sb.i1 and ttL1beJta'l. • • 

.... 

(ll lst edi tl.o:n, 19?..9. 

(zl · P'tllll1ehed 1927. 
\ 

(3) Pu'bllsb..ed 1929. 

:(4) ,P.!Q,...,~.oglgut gu~s£to..! • Pr~faoe. 

{6l ~·t.., ,E2~X: f!t¥l.&r~!2l}· Preface. 

(6) .0; en ti"uWf We§ P• 3.3 -r.t. 

'· 
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In faet. ttte prototQp~ fior ·ttie :moat erreoti:ve, ·d1reet a;nd 

.S)"c6t~ms.tto o;rft1e1an ot 'i'beal ttae ~sta'bl1abed llf 11 ... J. ·v.ac 

der ).teMt$ in Jl:e ~~boe£ tni!1e G.1Nlk1ederd;s van <U.e 
(.1)'~ _-A· 4 I-=-' j 15Uilll 4ZL liT 'It - - - - d; .- · __ . -- •• 

gea;a,ko,lo,~fl • 

. . . 

JitAs tit met d.S:.e gPOotste b:eske1dentl·~1d 'Vfltt 
~ . .· f~) 

eo '.n gr.oot .k.en.ttet' van, one ge-'Skl~eden:1 e mag versltll • • • • :B 

And. on page !lt:fter pag~:,. ;t!le .dltfereno.es .e.re t-ecol'dedt· 

. on p. 263: 4tDit 1s <lus ·Crt'tg:et:ns e1eM.al'd.ig ittt·t dll"• ~ee:l 

tli.erttl.e punt. in 1fT :standaa.rolf~!ik cor dlil .g,e.sltleden1e vs;n 

Sutd-,~tr1ka ge~l .en 1.tl nte nomn. n1e11. On page 265~ 
... 

·~Dg·ti}Sien n_erene ln iU.·e bro·nne van die ttd steun ·rt:t-

dr~. ''l11•1 .ee standpunt te v1nd 1-s Ide, en aMges1~n by n.ie 

op die' gebrulklike lftliSe in vpe·tnote· 'V81.n q bower1r~gs 

Pekenskap gee .nte., ;te.n ek my vcol'lop1g nie met .sy v~ors:telllng 

· vat~ ~ltGt m.et 'bet~~ to:t hie::rd1.·S' poot vsrenig n:te•. On 

pages :513..;.15; :~llr~ -t.rn~l welt die 1ndruk • ~ ~ ~ {ma.ar) U1t dle 

dokumente van -tie -tid ~ ••• fi 1 • • • 'Ve-r€ier welt ur. '!neal. 

. Me 1ndruk. ~ • • en 'bf" stfil fontte:t ..... ·In Merd1e· verbri\,nd 

begaa:n· dr~- tbea:l ve~er ~•n cb.Nnolog1~s:e f'out•t.. e"l'en slotte 

vertel dr'• !lftleal ••••. (mur) OAs b~et .nte da.el'1tt g:&illaa;g''om in 

die iok.llt'nen-te v~u' Me tya. die berlgte te ·v1nd .... tl •Ot:l p!tge 

atte:tt pege~ ·w are told.· tl'latt ,n~. Tbeat s·t-el !lie 
(3) 

gebeurtfn:tls.se a~J vo·lg(~eo:r; :&· il~• i*hfl&-l g·ee 41e· v<>.lge.nde 
I 4i • 

· voerjJtelling.· . van saket fl. fl.»ri. !l:lea'l gee d1e Yraag as 
(5) 

vo'lg we-er: • ln eaob ca.se followed ~-van der M'GMte1 e ··· 
. -· ·. . .. . . ':(6) '·' 
6fstemat1Q cn.;'tlo1em .and 4~:untented r•futatlon • . "lb:ls;· 

·t~t· is barlU1 a.:ece~a&%7 to add, waa· not pollt!c.a. 
T1f~ J?Ut;l.iahed ieae:· ·· · ... · · · 
(2} P. 265 •. 

. (3) J·. 29() • 

. (4) :p. 298. 

(e) t •. s02. 

1 IU-'Ill ii.Jrl:li J I 1!!'.- -•. kaatir li:iillliMei11G4~_1i.4·_:. ·, 1 _ 

{6) Dr. <ttan der Merwe e.lso gives lJr.. Gie• s v-ere1on,. to show 
l'iow he ha.e. closely 'followe4 ana l!lp'eated ·e:ll Tbeal•a errors. 
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A gaJt-Ham11 ton complained trequentl.7: 

DP. Tb.eal was ttobstinate*, •unsobolarlytt, he Indulged in 
(1) 

"Violent personal preJUCU.cea•. and •unmee.su:red.. abusea. 

Moreover, be suffered from an •tnab111 t1 to recognise 

evidence thS,t aces not square. with ... (his) prec·onceived 
(2) 

notions •. In a .mellower mood. be would refer to btm as 
(3) 

tttMt aomeldlat 1mpulstve bJ.storlan •. 

·•As eJn. Afrikaner nurtured 1n tl'le tradi tlons ot 

a Western Qape t&rm and fheal • s and CorY's 1nt~reta tion 

or Soutn Atrtcan b1sto·rJ, I could not but be painful17 

shocked on my f1rst acquaintance with JfacM1llan• e •b.ereslea'. 

But as my stud1.es progre:saed, I became convinced thB t he 

bad on many points made good his contentions and aerlonsly 
(I) 

underm1 ned ttle autnori tr ot 1:11 s predecessors tt. J. s. Mara1 s 

bas, s1nee lle wrote tb.ese words. become the sternest. most 

s,rstemat1c a.nd relentless ot !heal's eri tics. fie bas also 

been the f1rat to raise tbe genera.l question ot the 

implies. t1ons o't all tlles·e moun tlng •eJ'l'Ot-s ot ts.ct and 

interpret& tio.n •. 

(5) 
In Manter and tne First Boer Republic • 

Marais subJected 'meal's account to a close and detailed 

sctut1ny: not onl7 the interpretation, but '!'heal's 

•competence as a tinder ot ttle facts•, was being tested. 

The verdict? *M.aJn1er b.as been ~rnaps tbe most misunderstood 

figure 1n SOuth Atrlean b.iotory-. 'lb.e man respons1ble tor 

tb:e mieunderstanding is Theel. He playa the part of the Public 

Prosecutor. He 1s concerned to obtain a conv1ct1on, and 

den1es to the Jury tne opportunity ot nearing the def'ence 1 • 

(1) The ,RQsd to tbe Nox:tb (193?) P• 84. 

(2) lb1d. 

(3) gp c1 t P• 60. 

(4) J. a. Marais. ,1be Cap-e Coloured Psg:nle (1939). Preface. 

{o) Publ1sbed 1944. 



ot !he• ·reafHJn .tor this ~tunpttofea&1ona1 conduet~t? •~e d-arence 

was .$0 unpala'tttble tb.Ett 1t turned ·tbe. stomacb o.t tb:e wb1te 

· settlers• apolog1etu. Coneln:slon: 1'bealJ.e 11J~Sb11:1tl' to 

ttmi ·tne .ta.ct:s 1s largely due t·o preJudte.t•fa- ana •xr a man·• s 

(l) 
might tner .nert na v~ done tb.e same 1n P-e:£1P&C't of o.'th.e,r- perlods tt. 

!b.e .seve'ritr ct Th.eal•.e c~1 t1cs ·was, and :fs. 

~equalled. by the. ·wannth and ardour or nis :ma.f11 a&n!rers. 

cLe-vvj_ A$ong_ · _- · tnese are Preller, G1.e;, van dar Heeve:r t BQes~ken. - - be) 
_van .J(la:rsveld, Nlenaoo:r. :aosman. 81tttrage,.. • 

!h-eal d1d ta.ke aides". admits Bosnran, but be 
(3.) . ' . 

nev~:r tw!:::sted the· tao ts • !b.ese we:re arrived at by 
(4) 

ob.•~ti·ve re~earctl • Jto~eove.r, tle taut?b:t the Afrlkaners 
d.. Uil e .··· 

. not tO be 1Ia:ahtltaetttt· ot ttlems4!lv•a • lD•t h1 g.eSkn;f bet, 
(6) 

bet die bronne 110m: g .. ateer '' 4ee.J.a.:r-ed Mi$&bar. Jl:e tftle,. 
(7) . -

1 ·• n fi(S) t g-eskiedsk%7wer•· Who .bad bts task,., 8eo ,sk1 tt.erend 

I ge'kwrt •-. While ate · ,.manumen:tal~'" ltl.stor:J bad .aesaned.17 

11'bekendheid en er.kenrdng -v~rwe.rt aoos CU..·f ·van ntema:nd anders 
(9) 

·v;oar or· na bom .n1e: ·lt., Dr. BGeaek~Jt,. nowf1ver_, .ca~mt .s.gr'ee 
~ 

r .. ~nu..-ltbat !b.eal get ht,s -aa.e; !)'dens ~'1 lette en .na. -87 he:E~:rgat~n 
~"'J I - . e ----

be't 'fneal :dus sk.aa::r.s -die .erkennlng e:n die erken:tlJ.k;be1d 
{10) (l.l) 

#~"' gekrt ·wa t q werk .geUen :tt. H&: l$ ft41.e 'V8;4e~•- ot· ·our 

bistor-r~ 
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»J"• ~1 :1.s . '8~111 a contNv-er;stal tlgurEh 

?lb.~$ -.s· 1llu:s:trJ.l,tea ~en:tlJ:~, wtlttn a Pev!fJWer 1~ :tne., .ee.pe 
. ·.~ 

. . ' . . . . '• \ ' 

··~!!!!. eeve~el.J er1ttc.-~e4 !1'1-1 retentrtg to bls a,gret1ous 
. .·· .. · ... ·. . . . . . . ·· .. · . . {l) ' .··· ·.· ·.·· .. 
pr,:Jud'lce:st' &.J'ld 8unJlel1able sources ·•· ll'IAltgmtnt, 'letters 

soon· app-.rad;. ·d:eten'db,g ·a~.e ·J.n.tegr1- -tUtd lmpa·r~laUty. 

1 am sure tbe·rfY will be times, ln thls eei.y,. 

wen·. tbe ~e&.t\Q'r :w111 :e.ek 11th1 we ·sbould spend tto mtt{)b time 
I '• ·, •-

:en llt· JP,etou. ot such. qualltg., · t frequentl$ ponte~. the 

quest1on myselt'. 'Tn.e ~eason: tor ttt!..s .ls 'fhthll•·s oont1nu1.ng· 

po·wer and 1ntluceac"•• 

til$ .t·mrJOrtanee .afld influence ere :11:0:t: ·on:tr 

1 • ,~lluJ:J.t~.tea: b7 tne: f~e·t 'fib~·t sottoo:l tex..,books {•fi ·only 

td.atot7 ttlat m<>st pe!opl.e :ree.d.J~ s,re s'tlll be~s.ett UaJ!€;ety on 

htm,' Etftd. tbtrlt there an. .et1l1 Metttr1ans who relY at\ •ntt 

.. 

· tl~ia;$ult blm.; ·ftlea:l:ts 1.nflU.fiJnoe r-a11g·eg: wider .am.t·t.e: ;unde~so.ored 

· ·~; tt1e 'tl&,e .whleb .even ht.e· .$everest ct1.tic.s· continua to make 

., .. of' him ... ~~ ~-a not. crtl.y 11:stted ·tn. tf1etr 'btbliegrapbtes. ·btt.t 

1·tJ;.•e:1te-d ~.s aoure;e l'l:nd ,a.u:t:tterttt· .in thel;:r eootno·tee •. 

' ' 

'Mo.r;eove.r.,. even biato:ri:an.a 'wo "Ject ·fb:~,l 1 s . - ; - ~- ; 

1.~tQrpretat.ilra a·nd. facta, usttallr cont1nu.e to· ·wo't"lt· l•~.ly 

· wttb..in 'ttte tt'flmework ereet-ed by' l'd.m - td.lJ .sel:ectt.qn ·~Rd (Jho1oe 
' . 

. o.r tn•es, ·events-, 1nc1dent:s. HJ.a work,, even •e:re J;t is 

.rejected., is· ·ta-e start,.ng~pcU.nt 'Or our en.qu1r1e;s;· tl:le. main 
. ... . . . 

/ p~pa of the st~uc;.:re ot cu:r bi:ttOJ'J,- ,afl&· still t;t\os• ereoted 

~~d .. .etftablisb:ed.by· T!aeal. We ·may agree or- d1taag!'.$·e,. bttt 

o-ur .·thoughts' te.rut. to eentre round hls .tnt;erpretation.; 1 t 

·<1e·t'$%'m1nes ·out- .~electloa ,ot Wha·t le important ·ana relevant • 
. . ,-· . 

. . 
We pay 11p-a•rvloe to tb.e d1etwn. 'f;nert tb.e 

.. ni's_~orl•n tllust: be .regarded &..s a Wltn:esa wtlo brla to prove ,bJ.,e 
. ·. · ... 

}ea.~t: we .know t.bat we must gU&,rd against the prestige ot 
~-- . 
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In'! I ten iiOI'd. Tbe · .tnel'& taet tbtt'ti- so:aeoa.e baa- organ~ sed 

the mat~'Mal, bas l)brased the ·que.stt.oils; Slid .a;:newere~ 1:n· 

!lteal le . . - . -

tttil.l tts.ed <B-s a t,ext•bO'ok .e.t tb.e ttn.1v.era1t1.es. He le , 

~t:Somand$1 to atud.e.nts •. ··whose pr.ertotu-s ~ttel\tion,. baekfi;I'Ound 

.anct fee11ngs pretU.epo-s:tl tttmn to s.t)o.pt n1m:. ~ ~1 leave!. 

what wtll. moat ot them be likelY to rmnembe_r-: tb.e .n.tatl.a. 

sctlela~ship of Marais .ana R~tlmm., or ·tbe gen:&ralt.t1es Gt 

9-'heal.,, W!i1ob. 'tb.ey have .beaf*d. slnc~ tbe1 ·w:ere cb:1ld~l1 ?· 

. . ~ ~> ~""' 

fnft power of ·trad1t:1a:n ts :not ~nljr $tr~'r«,. but 

an-btle. :,_tl1artty blunts· t11e $bnrpne$S .Qf WI" observa·ts.on. 

ana 1u1l-fl OUl' cr1tlc$l te.~:ul.tles; c-ontpa>"Pe cur .reaotions to · . Bl --
1!beal with those ·to. t.tngun1 • .It we were to ·m~sure ttrem 

:ag-1nst a Beale t~t' p:rel~tce•, I ito not :tbtnk' ther·e wuld he 

· 
1 

( ~ m10:tt 41ttwentJe b~tween tbe two;~ ~ there la ~a 
market\ 41sp~port1o.n bettfe:e~ o~r·sotnpa""'tively :tf.lvourable a.ad 

trusting attt tude· tcntards !heal, and our- h.ox-r1t1:ed,_ r&e;.ctton 
(2) 

·to .. Mngun:S • 

M~ S®:tn Afrieen t¢stortana wat114 p:n;te:bly 

be attr:prlsed ·to know~ b:ew. ·muQb: ·tOt What· t:s tn tlle,tr·~Olu!1j come-s 

_ ~.tbm: '!!leal.. ·tn:e7 pN:~bllUi.-.no:t get 1t MmctJh _•trofn bim. 

no,r do tbey ,o·1te btm ae tla.e soun:J-re.. But. .lt .eomEtur: trem h1m, 
, . 

tU'ld., is ot·t.en in hie· :'!J'sr:t pb:raseoloQ. 

wtu; the ~urce. But tie Kock 1a almost .ent1reb batted on Tnee.l: 
(4) 

t:trta ne rep>ea'it$ ;ttll fht-~..al-t s errors and .:tal"lttci.-ee • 1· do not 

· think tt is ~JU.f.tlciently' recognleeda how gra&t A pattt ot that 

a:rea :ot e.genertally ac:oept;edff and ttknown'• tafots ln SQ-utb. .Atr1cart 

s of' Dr.,.Geo_ ·WJ<_~ ~~ll.~s.l. _ 
--~ . ~. ~~ . ~ 
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_t!Jli: COl:!J@iiP]U .181 :\!OLP tflCJ;...,~NR P!E ,~mma1 
., ~ . --

QF d?;R~ ~M.Ii«J:l:OJA!e./f.fiW2N ,5lf $llt.'m.l\fBtO~ ~~tJtQ.It• 

ltorks,. 18. a vnlum• e9.·tl tl~ at . .IM.lM!6\E of, §g;a~b~'Af;tip:n 
1\ll . ..';' .. . 

Jll!Son $:n4, .• b~&mJl.t£ ... fbeal.,. t~tltn; a ·.ra.re. dtsplf.lt: or 

/ ialmlli\Y, ·fltJndemneti./ and V:l.~tttnllY 4lso~nu.t« this ~k: 

~'S1noe 1 t was preprlr.e4. I bave bef4n e..lmost ,eonstant]¥ engaged 

in resenrone;e 1n the :manu-mrf.p t ar.oh1·ves: of Soutb Atr1c8· • t 

Cape 1'own, Th.e Hague.. &:oi London., .a-na. in .ctnte$-qu.eno·e ot the 
' . 

a441 tional ltnowlet!ge gai-ned ·llm. new obliged t() p~nt>tll'l(fe 'm7 
- (.2) 

Clitll i'otmer iJOdt ·defeattve end lncor-ree-t 1'tl. ·marw ~e.sp:ect$ -•. 

liEf does .not entuntrage on·e· ·to· r-ead tt: 1t is . (;$). . . -

4tn't>w obsolete .a® out ot p·r:t:nt a. AnA. te11 t11storians 

hav-e bo~hex-eii to J--•4 1 t. lntleed:" 'W'hf should the:J' ? f'ao se 

wbo navs r<i!&:ti tb.e boOks tor Which b:e makes auqh e.11rtra•gant 

0 .c.,/· clalms ot iftt~:rtl~ll.tyfl~. flo<tbJect1-1tlt.1'~ :an4.(c·o .. ntablltm<· fl'Tbe A . . •oo;~?-· . . . . . 4) . . '""'e -

indisputable truthe t)t south Atr.t:ean tatstol'7 tJ are ba-rdiy 

'15-ke>l.y to :read tne one book whicb ne blv~:selt ·contem:n;s... Bes1d:es, 
(~) (6), 

o~r two 1f!ad_tng ht_s,torlogra.phers,- :att.~n «nd van Js~t:trsveld 

'whO 'hll'V~ J',eac ,l t, endorse !lleal;l S "V\e1r• 

~er.e ls a mark~a an4 protC"tnnd ehane;e ln. 

t:nterpr~tat1on, ln ,f.\etQ1l,s: .• 1n tone, outlook and values. 
_,. 

between tbe Compe_1ld11m and "l'laea-1 t s l.a:ttw wom.- We sba1I 

1U:.us·trate the na.~r;-e.~ and extent ot ·tt;1G cbang·~;~. bJ'· three 

4ets1led compaM.soruJ. drawn from b1,s ~cooun.ts ot tbe Bott&ntots. 
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Tbeal' a account. ot tbe flret oontactp betwepn \fll1 tes and 

Jiottentots; and ot the nature and causes ot contltct between 

them: 

A. In the Compen<Uum: 

'l'beal stresses tbe importance ot tbe loss 
I ot their land 'to tb.e Hottentots. '!'he rapid d~r1vat1oJL 

ot tbe1r pastu1'8ge led to tear, Jealousy end resentment, 
and was tbe cauee of the War ot 1669 - an attempt by tb.e 
Hottentots to recover tbeir land (1). At tbe conference 
after tbe war, ther •dwelt long• upon their loss of land 
and cattle, and 1ns1 s ted on their rigb. t or prope:rt7. !1:11 s 
was their oount17; tbe Dutch were foreign invaders (2). 
So-oe,lled ttpurobases• ot Hottentot land were dubious. 
Re tbe 1672 purcbase e.g., Tb.eal ears, •!bat tbe Dutch 
acquired a good title by tb1s procedure cannot 1n strict 
Justice be maintained. The Natives neither then nor at 
a117 subsequent period nave adm1 tted tbe r1gbt of their 
chiefs to alienate the land wb1cb ls held tor the common 
good ot all. Even among tbe lattlr and Bechuana trl bee 
••• this power is not reoogn1sed•(3). •The claim ot 
ttl& Dutob to South Atrica must be based simply upon tbe 
rights acquired b7 toro1ble oooupatlon•(4). 

A second cause of contl1e t between tb.e 
colonists and the Hottentots,was the benartor ot the tormm­
and their treatment or the latter. It the l659 conference, 
tl:le HottentOts complained about their 111-trea tment; and, 
though they loot their land, tbe7 were promised that those 
111-trea ting tbem would be punished. 'fhg early settlers ot 
South Atrlca, wrote 'l'beal. were not that <'il.aso ot men •ot 
wb1cb a prosperous and independent community is formed• (6). 
It tilU' exceedingly d1ff1oul t tor the Company to reoru1 t 
enough men to service her ships and colonies. '.fbey p:re.ot1oally 
had to •ensnare• victims, and took tmoever they could get. 
The result was •a motley orew of spend thrifts, vagabonds and 
simpletons, the ver.r scum of EUDope•. Tbe severest d!so1pl1ne 
was needed to keep tb.em in order, nnd 1t is not surprising 
tbst ther made •very unruly and improvident o1 tizens•. iftlere 
was continual troublet •great discontent and 11 ttle order 
1n tbe settlement• (6J. UnfortunatelY. tne aystem was 
established, •tnat, 1n tbe course or time. left no native 
an inch ot land in the country ot hls ancestors, for he 
(Van R1ebeeck) gave tbe free burghers leave to depasture 
their cattle wherever tney obose ••• this 11bert)" bege.t a 
sp1r1 t ot aggression on tbe one band and a reeling or ba tred 
on tbe otb.er•(7). The Government sometimes tried to ensure 
Justice, but, 1t was •pow~rlesa to prevent oppresslon•(S). 
Tbere were alwars people •whom the law cot<ld not roaott, 
capable or commi tt1~ violent acts tor the purpose or 
ao u1r1 stock• 9 • ere were co la1nts 1n GoverllQ81 

£oemend1um p. 
(2) gp cit P• 77. 
(~) Btii. 't P• 82. 
(4) 
(5) 9A..21!. t P• 76. 
(6) ~·. 
(7) 22 cit p. 79. 
(9) OD c1.~ P• 109. 
(9) Op cit P• 109. 



- 14 -

despatches about rs1da against native kltflele. but eo 1118fi7 
were 1 nvolved.,. thllt they were una bl.e to punt sb tbe ottenders. 

-. __ . . . __ . Anotner cause ot confUct. was the .~eat£!c:Uon 
o.f the Hottentots• em-e. Licences were issued ffln utter 
d1sregar4 of ·Dative r1gbts'fl(l) • and maq burghers became 
bunters. fb1s was .a cause ot tbe 2nd Ho·ttentot war lf!th 
Oonomoa.. ln thls war, and in otbel's• tbere were murders 
ana ~e.tta on both s1t.les. ·'Steeling cattle a.lvays waa a 
common ott:ence in South Africa, and at tbat ttme ·was RGt 

/ cont:tned to tb.e .nat1 vee·Jt (2). tt~t tnese (ttborig~nes) $ho-ul4 
rob tne grazlers ot_ their stock was onlY .nat __ m1gnt ha:ve 
,been .exp.ected, end tnat those who were thus pltmtler-ed·snou.ld 
feel e:xasperated a.s qut·t-e natural. .But a b1 tterness ot 
f.ee11ng towards tbe unbappJ aborigines • • • -.as created ·bY 
the system of defence • • • • (tbe Commandd system). 4fo tb.e 
persona aggriev~4 was thus lett the puatebment of tbe 
offenders, Wb1eb was often executed witbottt merc-y or 
moderat1on*(3l·: · . 

. _.. . !.be ~tteot ot European occupatton of the 
ce.pe upon tbe H.o·t·tenGte? «.Pney e1·tner w1 tbdrew, or., vere 
•sunk 1n povertr and m1HJ.7. !be tribes tbat Van Riebeeck. 
.bad found so wealtb7 1n cattle bad a.tse.ppeared, a.nd 1n tbe1r 
place was a mere remnant .• a large portion ot WJ..ob. es 1n 
a state ot aervitudet(4) •. 

Theal• s ooneluetona: ~'Tbe conquest ot one 
people by anotner more b1gb.ly c1v1llze.d may prove to be e. 
blessing, it the conquerors .1ntet-m1l3gle w1 tb the vanqUished., 
and. g1 ve them. in exchEu~ge tor 'their independence a b~tter 
r-el1g1on, better laws, -and. a more comt,tlr'table- mod:e ot 
edet.ence. The ea.rly colontats 1n Soutn Atr1ce ;dJ.Q. .noth1ng 
or tbe k1nil. A.s a people,. tl'ley never' 'bestowed a th:ougnt 
upon tb.e welfare ot 'ttloee wb.oee lands th.ey had seized• (5) • 

B. !11fl!l •a ~ooou~t 1n h;!s lA TEa works of tt~;e causes s.nd _ na turf 

.ot o,ont:l1pt bJtwe,en ,§t!ropea,ns ang. lfgttentotal 

Tne loss of thelr lend ·by the Hottetote, 1s 
not g1ven as a cause or confl:1ct. _ Land, 1 t J.,s true, __ was 
e.llotte4 to colonists without consulting the Hottentots, -.n1cb 
will be eons14e·red Jus~ or unjust aocord.tng as one regards 'the 
r1gbt ot property of th.a _ :soil by a race or nomads unaque.tlted 
w1tb agriculture. Ae yet there wee plentt of le.nd left for 
tn-em end. tbelr ca.ttle¥(6). In most of h1s histories. 'l'be&l 
does not even raise th1e question. Wl'ltl-t, then, wtul tb.e cause 
or ·tne .first Hottentot -.r? Altbougb tbe Hottentots bad 

· nample pasture• ot tbetr ov11t, they were resen·ttul a·t the lo$s 
ot the1r land. •so tnv col'l:lmeno-ed to ~lrtve ott tb.e burghers• 
cows a.nd murdered a wh1te berdsman• (7). This wac tne cause ot 
tb.e t1.rst war • 

. (1) 
(2) 
·(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(-6.) 
(7) 

P• ,93. 
P• 85. 
P• 108. 

169. 
P• 37. 
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. . . _ _ "Tbe .behavior of 1b.e colonists, end 111-treatment. 
ot tbe Hottentots is nol~given as a cause or contllc.t~ :¥Sere 
tfere instances of •harSh and ·unju.et treatme:ritB(l) • by' 
co_ ·lonlst_s on _ the rem_ · ote _borders; however. tb6)re were_ ~-ep_t1ons, 
ana, .. tb.e eourt.s ~t law were open tor the1t- protectton•(2l• 
lB;terj ttan hon-est ettor--t• was made to prevent 111-tl"e&tment, 
and. *instances or inJuries tb.a t came to l1gbt were always 
attended: to. and redress was_ .macle a.s public as poes1ble~t(S) • 

. Moreover; be adds, •It baa. ttlres.a.y 'been noticed .••• that nesrl7 
eve1!}! case of cruelty t>r ·colon1ats was Qommitted b:V men who 
el tber had oolourei. blood 1n their veins or who bad m.txed 
wltb the une1vllt~e4 coloured people on terms .o:t equeltty•(4). 

I · __ · I't is now, tbe b§tmrtoP ot the Bottentot(h/ tba t 
ts tbe oause of contl1.et. itfb.e f1t>st 41tf1cu.ltr wttii tne natives: 
t.or tnsta.nee, occurr·ed whlle the people were at .church •11sten:1ng 
to a sermon•(5). lla1T7 ,tile ao·tt.en·to·t. murdered a ·white · 
tiel:'delx;y, ·and stole muon cat.tle. "'fb1s occurrence n•tul6lly 
produ:ce4. an 111'-teellng towards the Hottentots:it :(6) • J.turder 
and .theft b7 tb:e Hottentot.a .bas now become tbe rnost important 
feature ot t:Q.eir relations wlttt the colonists, a.nd tne root 
cause or cont11ot between tbem. Descr1b.1t'ig orie or tbe 
incidents tn wh1cb Bottentot.s bad murdered a berttsman aad 
stolen cattle. fhea'l writes;;· •stnee 1:6&3 ~1s scene bae b.een 
;r.epeatec'i a ·thousand ttmes in .SOutb Atr1can(7·(. . ta·ere 1s scant 

1 !~a:~en~:e tro::~t:.ec:r:;r~~:e~!S:::a~:!~~n::r::o~lsts) 
like Cinderella a't tbe te.ll • and are almost UJtPecognlzable 
J.n tneir new role as 'tne 'pioneers :~r c1.v1Uzat1on•{8); in 
Soutb. Africa. 

!be nunt1~. and destruction. o.t Hottentot 
~a.ma. hGwe<ver. i.s sti.ll regarded a$ a prote,ble :eause or .. 
·. onnerna•e·war. 1.n .l6'7~h '!heal makes a v·er:~ strs.ng.e s·tatement 
tr1th reference to this •r: 1t is *tbe o,nly war tnat be;s ever 
taken ·place between wb1 te people and na. ti·vee in Soutb Atrlca: 
of which we ha.ve not 'the versions of both pe;rtle$. to ·form. a 
juttgm.ent fl-om•(9). Where lire ell those Busb:meJ4_1lottentot 
and. hff1r ver.st.on.s ,or their wars with tb~ wbttee?. 

' . ' . ' .. 

'lbe .. ettect ot tne a:rr1val. ot the.Ji:Urop®.n on 
tb-e Hottentots? Bef'o:re tbe e.r-r1val of tbe- wbltes .• · tbe · 
'beachra:ng·ere ned 11ved. 1n ~etched conditions•• Now,, 
they could get Jobs and tood;• . •Thus they :were cet-''ta1nly gainers 

·. . .by the pl'esenee of the Whlte peoplett. &lme Hottentots bad 
fZ.c:f·. poe:s~ssetl ctt~tle and :aro tb~ ttte se1:~ure or gra~lng ground 

by etl"'&ngers was a lossn ·(1~0;,. 

CConclp;tr1ons: *In ·tt'l1a eerly stage of the 
. colony• s existence,' tfbe. policy to be pursued towards tb.e 
wild inhabitants was already regarded ·ditferentl,y in the 
motber country and 1n South Afr1ca • (11) • '!'be Company ~said 
they ;~ere ·to be treated with ltlndnese; · wh1le van. R1ebeeek 

' 
la) . P· 1sa. 

-~~- (b)·· P• 104 • 
..po..;~ (a) p. 169 .. 

· Africa P• 29. 

ca. Soutb of t.h.e Zambes1 
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recommend~ ~ey bee re<lu.oea to EH9rvt.tude·. · '-hts would. 
reU..eve tbe settl,ement •of a horde ot 14le and u.~eless 
robbel.'s_··•. and_ gtve tbe col_ o_ n1e~s tn_ e dOuble_ au_ ·vantage 
:ot .obta!ntng s~vea and tbe1r- cattle. an4 be ;ma,1n-1ne4 . 
t~t tft;e •p·rovocat1oa J'eee1Ved wa;a ample ~- Ju.st1f7' ·tn;ta •. (l). 

,. ' ., . '. . '· ·. ,·.... . . : ... ' 

poln.t-si :In .the J;ompeod1U§i; .. diSOU'Bs1ng ·tbe. ette.cta tlt the 
,'· 

&t"r1va.l· of t.tte ,Europeans. fbeal said. that tnere wns no m:eans 

· ·ot a .. soerta~n1ng e.-et:Ly 'Wet these: were; but, from W'i:lat we 

know ~r· late,r oc~es. we ooult be '~tolera~l1 c.ertaln 

tba:t considerable ,commotton was_ caused by 1 tM; and that 

it led . ·to stresses. tensions and ebaln-renot-1on lnteP-\otribal 

-~:Ps (2). 

st"'sset~ 'tb}'t().'Ughout_ the: reuaei, ttost1litJ .. and bickering of 
(3} . 

·tne Abo:~1g1ne.s , 'ltlio were ·oonttnuailr a.t -~ w1 ttl o.ne · a,notber: 
• ; •: • "• •• ·.:~~; ' \ :". '' I 

all ~en lUte_. en exc1 tl·ng lite. ami ware pro'ri.ded •JUst tb.at 

e~ttemcmt wbl-cb. va~S ilerie4 to pNv~en"t ~e .minds ot tbe ""eo'n·ie . . . . . .{4) ' 1:' ,.. 

t.rom · stnlttng lnto eon~P~te s·tag®.tion •. · so f.terce were 

#ielr wars, -ot .exteml.nattc:in. 1n :t&<t"t, tna t tbe tntervent1<n'l 
' . . (.15) 

ot the Eu~peana practioall.J saved ·tbem t~w themselvea • 

;qea1•l '~count.tot, tbeCQQdit&on ~~ tt•~t.ment;qt. tb§ lt>'tgntots 

a,t ·tbt epJt of the, l9tb._Cgn;srg.: 

&n tbe, :Qo!RenM.um 

. ·Ttae Hottentots were 1n -a meet _abject __ state•(6) 1 
fl\le7 bad no land, and eo most were comp.elled to take· s&"lc& 
wt ttl th~ wM.tes (7). In the _past, cruel m.easures he4 been 
employed. to toroe them 1n.to. aerv1oe;. Dlehm'f;lll and Hottentots ha·d .. 
b~en bun ted ·down 'by oommandoa •tn & manner Which must ever lea'Ve 
a sttpa ·upon tb.e memorq· of the tron~f.er eolordete•.. rte have 
evidence of' tb1s not only tr,om travellers reports,. bu.t fpam 
the l't~Pfll"ts ot ls.nddroste. tor1 •theJ' themselves tDflde no attempt 
to conc.-eal cr gloss over wnat bad bGu.ut done,. tor moat or ~h:em 
t·~e.llJ bellev.ed. that they were do1.ng God: a servtoe br '(as tner 
expresS"ed 1 t) ext1rpa ttilg tb.e be& tt'leli Not and brancb tt·(S) • 
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'!he o.o:nd1 t1otlS ot tb.ose c&mpelled. to take ;lfervtce were bad .• 
There was even less·· lnte:veet ln thelr welta:re t:bttn .tn tnet 
ot the .slaves, wbo we~e p~pe:rtT(l). n·ttlose u·ttve·s Who 
were 1n tbe employment ot tl'le eettlera were 1n a ·pos1 t1on. 
a·e .regards CQmto:rt &nd M.pptne~:u:t, interior even to that ot 
tl:lelr nnce.stors. Tbe1r lite wos one .of toil. and tne 
eo'lontst seemed to think tnat it be supp11:ed thtetn w!tb 
to\)acco and . an . oc.· tulsl.· onal glass of brsnq be we,e aGting 
genentt);s,J,y towariB · tbemn .(2;).. · 

' 
· · . : · •Accounts. f:>t the, e.oru:.\itlon of th.eee people· 

re:J;cbed. Europe · tram t1m:e to tlme, ana c·rea ted among ttle 
be:nevolent e neart1 desir-e to aid tllemfJ·(3). 'ftlls led to 
tile a.rr1val ot ;ne ·mtss1on.a:r-1es in South. Africa. ~s-e · 
Hottentots eo fortunate ~u~ to be ali the m1es1on eta·tions 
.were muen. better ott. and. wel'"e -~ugnt bab1·ts Qt 1ndust17 . 
:eutd Obrlst1ant ty(4). · 

B. .:lb,eJi:f1 s Aon.ount o.t. the eqptU..tton am :lr!!tmen·t q·t. tb~e .§ottentots 
. . -· . . 

fl tbe end o.f tne .. leta Ctntuu . .tn b1-s i.A.1'§3 wgrg-~· . . . 
•,~'' - "<•'' -·· '~· ' 0 0 ' '' T •<.'' •• • • 0 • 0 • ' ~ 0... '0 ' 

. ' 

. .. .':. . Ufhere were r·eserve.a set asi.de fOP tb.•tr beneti t 
·ln ttle long-settled parts ot tbe. country, an4 tbtt1 coUld use 
gmuntl -not .oo·cupled by farmers anywhere. But many ot tbem 
preferred to· ltve a:"s dependen:~~ of .a wb1t~ man •• ~.~-· ·· ·tq o'bta1tt 
brand¥ a.nd tobacco 'L1ley were willing to• perform. light ltftx':>ur . 
occa.stonally • but .ootMng ·cou'ld induc--e tfiem· to adopt a.' lite 
ot reguJ.&r tndust%7. In sbort ·they bad l:Jecom,e rovers anii 
VSgftUltstt(5.). ln England !t -a be11eved that tbey were 
un;Justlr ~treat:ed. ·~·In realtt7 It wa·e no-t e,.. tnoug!a tb:~e 
we·r .. e c~.t~.i .. nly . ine·wnces o.t· 11. l·. use-g.e,. Ju .. s.t as .tb.:-er~ a~ 
outra:ges 1n· a11.· countries of tl'le worldt{6-). · Kor~ver 1r . 
tner were 111-tr-eated, '"tbe courts o~t law·, (7, were ()pen tor 
thet·r proteetlon•. Untortuna.tel7., somt'r people belJ.,'Eflfe4 :~se 
stories .• and there ws later oontdd.erable agtte .. t.ton bJ' ... · 
m1sa1of'IS.r1es ot ttextreme ·views•, wbo eV~en .claimed tm.t the 

·- posl t1on ot tbe: Hottentots wee: w-orse than the t of· .r~la•es($). 

··'. . ) . 

·.:lbl!.l''s aesant of ·the gon9.Jt-1vns uqg!r.;.wh}.ch B~~t;en~:t~t 

9t>ttld.· lo§ge .;oowynts. u~e:Q9 :_ 1828.). 

ii. · ;ln; . tile CoffiR!ttdi~. 
"" 

It a Hottentot managed. to· reach tt'le magistrate 
*"Jon eaf.ett·• be wae detained ln p.r!e~;n *unttl the m&.gtst-rate. 
chose to investigate h1e caseD·. · If be was. unable tQ prove 
b1s ca.se. be was •t"logged seve~lt~t t:or lodging •.tnvolous 
ohargeea. tfbe pr1eon.s, espee1allJ in tb,e country .d1str1cts 
wGre *s1nks ot· m1eeJ7'U:: small, unUt~ unventilate<l .. ·dung.eone. 
1nto whlcb slave.e. and. Hottentots ot botli sexes -fU\d tor all 
.crimes were crowded. 'lbu:s tb.e Hottentot ·wno lOdged a ·obarge, 
•aid so 1n perU of being :1nca:roersted Wltb thieVe$ -or 
murderers tor a week or a mo·ntb and or being .flogged 1n a.M1t1onfi 

·-~~J· .SR ,ott ·P· .i!'l •. · , .. , 
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·a. In b.t.a later wo.rkg.· 
, . . . . r n ~ 1 

one o.t t:be compl~ints of the m1ss,1onar1es 
was th.Ett when a Hottentot lodged fi, ottarge a~galnst a 
coloftl,st W1 ttl the oonrts, be -.s kept 1~ ·J•tl tlll tbe 
ca~ee was _nea~. ·~tfbis seeras to be a heristllp, but ao 
volA tile w:e~e tb.ese people tnat there was no other way 
to secu.re thel~ appearancett at .cour$. It ·ttter eoulan•t 
pNve tb.e1r cba:ge_. or, it the injury complail'l~d of was 
no~ suttte1e'Atl1 aeriotut, tb·ey were pun1ebe4 ·•tor m.ak1ng 
.rr:t.volous obe.xges'R• -'!he p.r1sfJlns 1n the eountrr d!."Stricts 
were small ana. unventilated;. and .lnto, them were asomet1mea< 
c.rowded sl.avGe and Hottentots guilty of all degrees ot 
c~lme. SO,; the Hottentot wflo; lodged a cbarge a;1d eo 
·1ton peril ot being incarcerated wttb. tbe wrst or 
ccaraoter:E.J., and or being flogged 1.n &441. tion ••••. At 
tbe se.me t1rne it must be ·remetllbere4 that, netebed as 
tb.e prisons were; ttu~1 were supe'flicr . !n eomtort to 
the ord1nar:v dwel11 .. oga of the Hotten,tots*. . tt*lb-e 
ctnaJoM.t¥ ot the .Hot.tentots lnti.e:ed ra:tbep e.nJoyet\ 
prison llte ttmn dreaded 1tU·(l). · 

.nn.a.ll£;. a ,clgmgr bl'e!§-AQ:wq*_ot tee Case ot. ~vld S,tu.urman~ 

A. .!a: tb.e, <lom:eenuum: 

.David stuurma:n •-s tne :succe.t:umr to h1a 
bra tiler Klaas.. who atter "be 1799 war;;_ was. este:bl1 shed 
on a lc.Oetttlon ·bY Gene:ra,l· Ja.nssens. fJ!tl.is settletn>&nt 
·was viewed witb dts.approva.l. ·bt tfle c:olon1sta. among 
whom tnex-e was ft&. g~neral belt.efts· tha~ Stuurms .. n was 
1n league wltn ~ (some of ~se fl!')llower:s he ta.ad 
pe.rm1ttecl. to tat>e up residenc-e ;()ri Me grO'f.Ul.<ls). ana 
tba t tlteJ were planning a ra.1d upon. tbe C:olo;ny{ 2) • 

B. zn hi,a later works • 

. The lO'ca.tiona :asstgn.ea by General Jtulssens 
to 'th.e Bottentot·e 'ftba:d in no .inetAance served their · 
purpo.s:e•.. ''lbe Hottentots• •love ot eba~e and of a 
wandering lltefl •. was suott that they could n·ever s·ettle 
dQwn; t~AtteP 1&06~ therefore, thil ground. was not spoken 
or or reg'Qrd:ed. a& re$~:n·ves tor· their ueeu. !be 
location qt David Stw.u-man. was ~~tram ttle first• •a. 

·. publtJO n.u1P:nce.o. . •stu~ wnoee 41spos1 tlon wss 
. v1ol$nt, barboure4 rosae th:ere;Jand mad.e bt .. s k"'al a 
place of refuge: to~ idl~e and bad cnarac t-e.rs. · Be 
entered into en. ag.reement wlthl Oungwa. Wh1cb wa:a to 
all intent-s &ltd purposes s,n_ .of'fen·s1 ve and def·ens1ve 
treaty a:galnet. tile Colon7(3,)'. . 

A.. Ct>:mpend1mtt 
' ·· · · · In 1810 • ,atuUi"Jl:!an. r.efueed tbe demand of 
.n.eigbbGttring·.f'armers that; be gtve up t-v~o men alleged 
to be runaway :se~nta. When tbe ta:rmers apprc!aahed 
'tne ltra&J. t~rith an .t:trmed party Stuttrm!tll# :ttknowlng ttl& t 
the claim l$.s unJtt$to ·prepa.t-eti. to defend blmeelr by 
torce. The Beers withdrew:. aDd repcrt.eG. ti\e mt1tter to 
·the la:nddt'ost. stuurman ignored th~ l.anddl'ost• s summons, 
but was arrested} and sent to be :!1.ried in Clap a Town (4). 

TiJ . Jlies.t :C4l P~ 34~~k - .• 
{2) ,Com~endiu~ p. 176. 
<a> !bef4 :Jar P· 148. 
(4) Copll.lendium P• '? 176. 
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B. ,lA tq:r !(arg. 

B. 

A. 

. .·. In 1810., :Stuurma.n •l;)roceedei so tar ae to 
set. the European autbor1t1es ~t 4et1.ance. HaYing given 
shel.ter to 'Cwo runaways; from contracts -or se:rvloe. . 
wbom. he :retua~. to surrend~Jr and prepared to .. PrtJ·t!ee·~ 
bl f·crce.,. he l!J$S summoned to. appear betor·e ·the eourt 
.ot ·tne l&Ad<lro,st, but di·d not obe~•, Be -e .capt,u.JOei 
b7 .an amed part1,, ·and trted bl' tne · Canr·t ot Jus·ttce{l) • 

ln Gape ·town. Stuumlltt was charge.i w1 tll 
ree1sting tbe a:u:tl1or1 ties. and sentenced to penal · 
seJ'Vltttdf}, in cbalns .tor life.. ·!J!he location was broken 
up, tbe famlllea we~e distr1.butea. among tbe te.rmers 
as .a·ervanta, ana. the .ground. oonv.e·rted. tn:to a f'B,rm. 
S:tuurma.n atibsequently ·escaped but wa.s recs.ptured~ an4 
in 1919 .deported to N$W South: Wttles-( 2') • 

'l!~or Works . 
~- .. .. . 

•He was tri·ed by the high oottrt or Justice 
and sentenced to impri.sonm~n"t t:o? life·, ltben the loca tlolf 
was :l)rQten u.,p•(3) •. · . · ,, 

,.lal\1 yea:r.s l:ater•·. tne ctrcnmste.noes ot 
b.1s arrest and trl.al were brougbt to tbe fl t'te.nt1o:n ot 
the SeCr$tat'f ot ·state tor, tne ·;colonies. •wo ord·ered 
his immediate relea&e-.. However~ 1t was 1;o$ late; tor 
stunman baa "!1ed 'in Australia in l.$30. "lhie inc-ident 
creased 'aa hrge amount ct srmpatby :1n England aa well 
e.e ~n Ws oolor.ur tor Stuttrman and b.i.s peoplen (4'} • .. · , 

,Utter. wi£ke 

'f ·hGS$ examples 1llttstr&te bQW re.dlCGel 

·a;nd stgn1f1oan·t a dtfterenee: tnere le: between tn.e 

Compendium ,ana 'lbeal•s la.t·er n;.stor1ea (whicb:, ere 

rema.rkabl$ t.u11rorm.). Tb.er;e i.e. not ~ bro;ad.ening or, 

de$Pen1ng of biB sympGth!es, but ratl"le:r a complete . 

'. 

cw!tcb of tnem. '!he cbange ,is not a modif!eatt.on. 

a.lte~&,t1on or development ot b1s earlier vere1ort. 'but ,a 

wlte. :f'a.oe. 

('1) m~:al (d) P• 149. 

(2) :S£omee,nd1um P• 1~6. 

(3) '!'bea.l. (d) P• 149. 

(4) .Pom;trendiUP. P•· .1.76. 
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'fb1.s eunge i.sc reflected th.rougbout tll,e rest 

ot }ll.a work. Ift ·tne earnpend1mn, "1tle Jus~lce and 
' ' .. (:l) . 

;expedleney.• of Orh.~nce SO was una;em:,e.bl.e ::. le.tar1 it 

wns a disaster~ pa.rtiaule-rly tor tb.e .Hott·ento'te ·wl.lo ·needed 

·•st~1o:t guarA1&rlsh1p·• and wen ntJw 1J:ta:tl1ng baek 1n tbe 
· · fa) . 

scale ot c1V1l1sat1on -u. "lbe Black Otreu1t had been pa.rt 

ot ·tt".le process ot -extanding ttle rtltl~e ot l~tw. 'tbe ~eal 

l'ea so~ behind the outc17 was ·1Ulno¥4nc:e tbat ·tfte 

-:aocusatton,s (tt tlle nt1:1iUJionari•s iftencul4 hav.e been even 
(3) 

natic~ D.. la-ter files;l. wrote only otf' •tUmey'D ·chargefl 

and p-re.texte, tJthe 1~r1't&t1.on•~ ttb.e t·ndlgtd ty& to· the 

colo:ntsts dragged b-et'otte the Cour·t. and m1.estonttrte;s vbo 

. bad proved themselves the '*dupes of' sto17te-Uer;s•. , ·!J.'hi.s 

ca.&e clearlY ex~nerated tae colctl1.a:t.s of the accusations 

(4) 
'Qunf':'fitendly f'eell~"· towards tile 'l.ondon Kles!<ular7 Society. 

Loeations to.r tne Hottentots ·i.fare onoe. recardett; w! tn 

approval b1 llfheal .• , . At Eat R1 ver, 1n partleuls:r, pro(· .sress 
. ··~ 

conr:d.derlng the dttf1eul ties li'&S ftalmost marvellous •. 
. . (6) 

Desp1te later development-s there was no Jt·eason in tbe 
f 

la30 i a. to doubt ttle wisdom ot tb1a etrtabll.eb.ment. La. ter 

w-e are tol(i. 'that loeP,tl~on.e •bad 1n no 1nstru:lce answered 

"tbe:1r ~r:POGe·• ana tJS;d ~repeatetlly f~llea.n·, .tat lliver· baa .. · 

at .f1~'t 'ttappeared to tlourlsh'tJ: bat a1reedjr in December 

:16341, there was 'good sround* for tear-ing tb.a-t the 
·. ; . . (7) 

Hottentots ~ plo~t1f!8 ·to· Jo1n the Kaf'f'.t~. · 

.advoca.te C't :tbe us.o ot fo-rce tm.· ttl.e tronU&r:. Re tbe 

spoor law, t:or e:r.ampl.e, ;be e.X,pl&.tnG. d-ell1·e.s, excuses, 

.3u~t1f'tee: e-ven the 'Clundering comm.anaoa ·O·'t somerset tn 

5 Wtar. 

166. 

9?·; Tbes.l (d) P• 165. 

p. '12. 
j '!W"' "'-" . -
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the Kettf1:rs:, be concluaest *lf Pee.l .-ongs were pel'petrated 
., 

upo:n Kaft11' clans ••• 'ttley were not ·l"eg,srfl.ed by tb'f} Kat'f1Pa 

tb:eme:elv~s as .eutt1clently serious to lea.ve a laettno-_. 
. (1) . . .· . • 

1tnpl'!'essc1on •. 111 the Compend1unh f!tee,l was a cr1 ;s.o of 

the Oomrnsndo SYstetn. . A1 tnougb ,be did :not obJect ·to-
... .,,.,. ·, ... 

·the princ·1ple ot ·the Spo_'Or Law, h.e crt.:t1c1.sed tbe manner 
~2) . 

in wb:lcl'l 1 t was appl1 ed • 

fbere is a stmlltir· c:ht~nge over ttte W'ttol~ tield 

of soutb A:rr+caa .btstoey ..:: Slaveru,. tbe Boe:rs. tbe "!'rek. 

Slagters ·N$t,, the Bushmen• tbe m1s:a1onar1-es, ·.and the 
' (3) 

·ant1oo Gove~ent • 

Well-known .tigur-es ere l 111 a o:f South Atr1can 

t'l1st:crry ·emerge t'rom t.be pa,ges of Tt:teal"s late'%- volttn'les 

with .1:1 ·lt ·new and ,now tamtl'ia.:r per.sonal1t1ee: lfa.YAt.er.:. 

previously 8tl o.ff1·cial wbo ·tp1.ed to do h1s .a.u·ty. 1a now 

a .n'egropb1l1:st. • ·m.an who watehee hi.s o"W'n pocket ana. 

nar-bours re"Volu:t1onsey viewsl Ph11:1p to whom \tt·a.ll honou:rtt 

was once due. 1s .now tbe V1ll&:1n of' tb:e piece: qtmrrelsome. 

regarded; 1a now tta 4l,eappolnted retired o:tf1o1el.J' Me mind 
(ct) 

nwa;,rped·•l b7 Je&lou'si:r and ot Dr. van ·aer Kemp once '"the 

moe:t ·celebrated. on .account -et -hts .extenet ve learning.. nls 
(5} 

grea·t .ees.l and tile e%tra~r<i1na:ry sacri.t1ces n• made u',,. !ileal 

now . W1 tee thAt oa dom:estlc uereavement • • • seems to nave 
. . (6} 

disturbed tile b9J.a.'rtee of bit;~ mind "• 

(1) ,:£.be.al f4.l P• 3'54. 

/(2) ,aompendi:um p. -~ 224. 

(tH Wl'liob may give pause to tlloee wbo nave .never 4ou.bted. tba·t 
1.'beal 1-e .areas~nably equitable• as 'between Stt1t1sh and 
Boer.e.1.L.M. Tb.ompaon.M;r!ke.n§.r Nflt:1otml1.s-t •• R1etor1ogra.J?hl· 

f4) On .J.tar:nie:r, i'Ml1p e.;nd stoekenstrom, see below~ <Jb. IV. 

(5) comf1end1nm li'•" 154 

(6) Ttleal (c) p. 60-61. 
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·fb.e otuu~e in .!'heal•:a teel1~1a pepnape 

• l 

l'li9:St (Jlea~lr illustt-a t·ed by b1s na.ndl1ng or the Btu~bmen. 

ln ·ttt-e Oompend!um. b.e wrote tbat tllougb they liven. 1n a 
" . (1) 

.,. ttmost deg:ra~ded ·condit1on tt a;nd w.el'e .tteree fighters ., ;et 

- ·•~·~ tmuld e:pp·e&r toat til-elr :ft;Jrocltr t<J&s a ~es'fllt ot their 

mode ot lit~ 5 tl'ler than au 1nherflnt que,l1 ty. tor' aome tZ)t 
' 

tll04Je who .be.ve been 4ome~$Uoated tor a time in Cttr1st1an 

houaebolds nave sho·Wfl. themselves tmmsae s;nd t$:1ld·ernea~~t.$1,, 
(2) . 

eep~ete..ll1 towe.Pds cb1ldrea !\nd ant:mals •·. Late.~ th..ey 
.(3.) 

are 4eecr1be4 as Uh1deoua1f ug·lr tt Wd:werfs or a dirty 

yellow colour, with ·only llttle pepperot>'MB of wool on 

tbetr beads. ldth flat no:ees .•. fox-ltke faces and c~ek.td 
(4) 

1l.l•formea bo41ee '· ·TflilY. W$r~ t:po.el tively 1.noapabl·e• of' 

.ra;eiopting c1'Vil1z.ed bab1te ,o,:r· ot 'l1v1ng peaoe,bl7 wi·tb. cOtber 
(5) 

people. ·&Cruel e:nd v1n<Uotlve to tbe lnst degr.ee: ;ft Wtf:le 

band ot tneGe· sa.ag;e's wa a aga1nst f.Yfte?}! matt and every man • s 
(6) . . 

·band was against them ft• '!tier wa 1n. eome· .instance.s 

snown tb.emselves 'Capabl·e ior feellng gra.ti tude towa.rda ... 

people who ·were ld.nd ;to tbem. ttin tb.t:a respect th~y wer-e 

like tbose wild an!ms.ls tna 1i in a eta te o.t restraint ebov 
(7) 

a,tta·ebment to tbei:r keepers ·•· 'IA the Compendium* tbe 

Busnman despite blG degra4ed condlt.1on, ftwtu:~ an art1et•• 

o:t b1s pa1nt1nga: •their capact~y. o.t 1t1 tnstand!ng tbe 
. . (.e) .· 

we~r ana: tear or time is wo:ndertul •. :tater. tney bad 
' (9) . 

:n.eome small degree ot a·rttst1c taste and skill •;. •In 

point of art1st1c merit., however. tne palnti,.g~J ·weN seUtom 

,euper1ar to tbe Cirawings on elatea Gt Etlt>O:pean children 
. (10) 

e.tgbt or nine yea:rs at age ·tt. In tt'le Oocmpend.tum, 'Tb~a:l 

quotes. at .lengtb :tram the r~st:3Q:t"Cbes of the eminent 

a.ntnropolog1st Dr:. Bleek Wb1cb etww tb&t ev&n tile lowest 

1/ol • .1. p. 18. 

1. P• 'J'.St 

-- I 
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r-s.ces we~e ttmore eleva teifi:tt taan b.i taerto bel1evea. and 

u""'-'-/ IIIUSt e~ • a mollltlcation of. op1nton• 1n reglt:ll'd to 

tbe Bushm~!l and o,tber ,e.e,vs,ge ·re.ce:e. tJllfol"twle:tely 1 ttlere 

was neV"er any r•l fl'frt~t 1n south Atncs. to ot~noi11a te 
(U ~ . 

or civ111t.e 'ttlem • .In hie: lnter books. bowever, !llesl 

quotes 1nstead the op1n1on of •tb.e most ~n:t1gbtened . 

black oh1ef 1n Sou:tn Atr1catJ. "ftlle man was _.eluota,nt "to 

g1v-e m1ss1onarlea p$!m1sst,on "to instruct Busbtnen 1n b1e 

,country. tt.B$ argu$4 tba t one migbt e.s ttell a.·ttempt: to 

1na·truct 'ttu~ Jaekals~t. At last. how-eYer, be oonaenttd; 

4ltfle attempt was made br one of tbe most z,ealoue and. 

·patient teachers in tb.~ m1ss1on tlel.d,, but l11te all 
· · . . tal 

:p-receding eftor-t:s ot tne lt1nd t t wan unsuceesef'ul 'D • 

. xn. ttl&ae- .-.mples, tl.'le ··~J>slon that· ettterg-es 

.ln !b~l• s :1$ter boolta 1s one w1 th 'tlb1cb: we are tam111a.:r .• 

It ls "ttte •·traditlonalu 17er:slon ·ot aoutn Atr1can b!etor7, 

or W'h.1eh be 1a t~ founder" ·• 1d1e Ve.dwtt, and tbe 

main .source. 

.. 

"t-em&rltable change? In: tb.e p-retac·e to. 1' '!be m. storz ot ·•. tb:e ' 1(3) .J.i .,. I.. ,- • 

l!@et§ indS,ou·a Afttg!! , he 11r0te: tnat the emtgratlon ct 

the BO$l's a.l'¥i toe esw:bl1ebment of tbe lt&publ:lc.s bad never 
.. 

betor~ been ~corded 1n deJte11; the moJ&t complet~ account 

being ·tn&.t cont9-1ned 1n tt1s £2mEend1um. Decently,. he tl8<l 

been instructee. bf the ·Cape. G<rvermnent to .oollect.1 &rJ>Gnge 
. ·-; (4) 

and publish •ali the autnent1c ·rEJcortttsw on the Basutos • 

(3) 
(4) 
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1'Wbile engaged ln tl.ll.s work, a very lilrge e.m~un•t ot 
,. 

correspondence relating to tne Emigrant Farmers pa~sed 

tnrougn my tva .. n,a.s. I found that tGe most important -of 

~hese doewn:ents, tnose wtdeb. were of tbe g.reatest 

bi.stor1,c_e.l value, .bs.d -never appeared .in bltlebooks. In 

tl:les~e pa.pers tb.e. motives .. o.f 1;Q,e vari·ons a-ctors o·ould be . . <U . . 
.clearly 1;raced ft. 

'fheal claims that it was tb1.s new evidence 

.re the emigrant farmers the, t led tim to realise the deteo ts 

. ot tb.e Oompendium ·and .re.sul ted in th·e ·Obe.nges 1n h.is 

Hlstory. 'The Ee.sutoland Records, bowever, do not •<lonte,in 

·any G$w ev:iaence on the .eal"ly,.6onta·cts between eolon1·sts 

a·nd Hotte:atots; sllt:Ye%7, the Busnm:en, on Maynier or on­

David stuu.rme.n, .1.e. on ·other subjects .in which ~ere 

cJsi had. :t~ been a cnaage.. ft'ne,, Tlleal1e later books conte.in· 

me.ny _mor~ .d~te.ils on tbese .subjects,. so he bad. obviously 

done :some researon. But most of ·th1t ·{tor tne first 
. . (~ . 

edition of h1s J1s.,G.l'l ) • had })een done wnile b.e ~IS 

working ·in the. Cape ·'l'ot;tn Arenives f.rom March; 1879 until 
{3) 

.January• 1881; and in his subseQUent :vlai t to •e .Hague , 

and; Qtd. not ·~!:len cause bis views to undergo a dra:st1o 

··enEuige. i1i was only att~r ne -h.ad returne-d from .'Ttle Eague 

l.ll .la82_, alld, was wor1ting ·on the B.e.sutola.nd ile<:erds that 

~his happened. 

It 1 t was not new 1nformat1o·n on the ·.early 

yes.rs of the cape from. the documents tna. t caused· ·tnis · 

·Change; was 1 t perhaps th·e nevi 1ns1,ght.;. understanding 

-of :South African history ge.ined from a .study of ·the 
. . . 

. .. (: . 

Btlsutoland Records which caused this reinterpretation?. 
• • ' >;. • 

. (l) Histaa ,,of, tile ~oe!'s. Pref~,ee. 
{2} · Publl sned from 1988 onwa.rds. 
)3) .'92 elt: Fre:f.EM:ie. 



' . 
Bl:t -~b.1a is not wat he says. Be st:ress"Ers tbat th.e cause 

was, new and releve.n.t doeumen,tary e'V1d$n<n.~. ;asinoe it 

(the. Oom.pendtum) was preparedt I nave 'been alm.o..st · 

.constantly . engaged in researo.bes in tb.e manu.scM..pt 

&roblves •.• !i , a.na. .tn consequence ot the e4d1t1oi'l$-l .. ·(l) . _· .... 

knowledge gained.!.'. He repeats tb1 s -~r,propos tbe· · 
'· 

tttlee1.onar1es; ·~a.rd1ng the acts of various miaslenar1ea,, 

:tne.re is ~eet"ta.inly a dltterence 1n tne tone ot tills 
t ' volume: ~tnd or 't1fl' Oompendiurn or aou.th- At!'1oan JU,,ston 

' (2) -
·. m tten stxteen J:e&rs ago .• :t bad not then ll!"ead tb:e mass 

· of m1ss1on&.f7 '4«rrespondenoe 1n ·tne, Oolontal record,, nor 

tb.e: .comm-ents upon tne1r compJ.a1·nt.a and the retuta·ttons 

of ntany of thelt- strrtements mtulle b7 ott1cera ot the Colonial 
(al . - . 

-Government u_. ·· · 

Ae .n;ettheT tne emassJJ ot mlsslonalft ev!ch~ne$ 

(to wb.1eh. u~ortunately, he never aga.tn raters) • no~ the 

•most lmpcrt#nt document-s& whicb .·fla4 ttnever appeared 1n blue­

book.sa, rell\\tle to the subJ-tJets of our comparison. we might 

perbaps Just1t1.abl,y aesume that_ a change ot attitude. 

feelings. 111ev-poin.t •s responsibl-e tc.:r· tne. !ni.tlal 

:re1ntelllretat1on ot tbis period. Anti ~eal does say this: 

11J3u,:t sometb.ing more than bare k.nQwledge 1e· needed. 1n w:rt ting 

n1:ston. Determination to be stricrtly .1mps:r·tta.l, freedom 

trom prejudices Whi-ch might 1nvol.u$r1ll' a.tteot tba.t . 

dErtermi:na. t1o·n.. are eqw,llly ·t-:egu1s1 te. I be11eve th.a t I 
(.4,) . 

possess· ·the.se qual1t1catlons, ·• 

·Ttl1.s ,ttfre.edom from prejudtoesrtt at le~t~rt, 1.s an 

importan:t advance on the Oompendium. In tbe Pl"efa,e:c!) and 

,A;rvnen.dl:~t to the Oom!?t:>.lldium. 'Tbeal•s tone bad be:•n .modes1l: rY '* ra W · 1 ..:fl 

Ca, tal.os;~ p.. 296. - _ 
I Revlied' edition bad been publish-ed ten. years ago, 

I.e. 1n 1.8'17. 
,ft1§tprf or. tbe Boer:f!. Prefsce. 
Idem. 

' -
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be rete~red. to h-imself a·s: ntn-e comr;1lerffl,t ;&rut tUpl'tesed 

n!o, !.naebtedn~tse t"O otb.-$r wr.1tws.. ~., hle ln.te'Jjli books .• 

be .ls mor$ eu:ra of himee.:ll". :He .no l~nge.r 'tbinks much. 

of other wrlte;rs - most ot ·tne1.r books ~:N;!'· ttwrtliless• (l): 

wtl.ile be 1n~1;e:ten•lt p~ese-s his owa :flla.1me 88 an lmpe:rttal, 

objective, r~ltable blston~ut. tbenl's r~tetl ol41me 

to t~eere qual1t1oa tlonat .tn fact. date hom tbe 

publlcat1on :()f th1s 111aton. with: bi:a .t'l:ev 1nterp~ta.t1otl, 

ana .. a~ contained. ln ·the Pret'eoea ct. praotfJUi;l]J' evert 

o.ne: ot Me subsequent books. 

Jtl_bav.e ·no 1nt~ests 'to· se~v• wl'tb an.-, p&Ptr,~. 

an« l a,m on ·eqttt'.llf ft1..endl1 tems w1 tll s..ll .•• , • ·(I am a 

Oanattian.) ~us m t1·ea of blood.,. no preJ¢1ces ecqutred 

in ;ou·tb~ etand ae b!a;rrlers to my f'ormi:ng e.n 1mpa:rt1al . 
(2) 

.Judgment of oect\t-rGn~es in Soutb Atr!.e& i:n bygone ttmes· n. 

tn e.notfl~r.r· ,fr.eta¢;e. *l ~an .,ranture to As·sert that, -nltnougb 
( ' .. 

. 1t will be eaay toz. a.nr a.utho.t"' of ·tne tuturft greatly to 

enl11rge t~pon What l bav$ '"i·ttaan,, the gEtneral tenor ot . 
·. . . . . ($) 

events:· a,a z-t1Corded. :1n . ~1s volume must remain untU.eturbed' tt • 

. . ·, A f1nal .example •t ~an tiilBPetore, wi tbou·t 1ay1~ mysel:t 

.\,J~ope·n ·to tbe ebattge ot vanftJ,, _ pleee ·In1 wertil cont1den~7 
b.&rore ·the- public as •• • · a -~rue and absolute-ly unbtassed 

i(4) . . 
- . "'" . il' . ~-ra~ .. ve- .• 

ilbat bas been the r:eaet1on ·Of o.tf:l .. e·r blstQrtane 

to tbi~s volte race? 1,l1:le b1stor1ee written before Tbeal, 
. (S) . . -

sa:vs BOsman • were 'VerJ supcerflot:.al•- ln h-1e Compelld1um1 

'Tbeal bimeelt ~ont1nued tbe re.1ee tr$41 t1ons., and ·repeated 

1;b.e ol·d lies.. Atter be .bad. el:amined tbe aPCb:tves• and 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(S) 

(1908.) t>rete.c-e. 

4---
1 

:s· 
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done original research,. howeTer, a great improvement 

took place in his work. Thus Theal•e change was oaueed 

by the new evidence which he discovered, and this is the 
(1) 

best possible reason tor cba~ng • 

In the 19th Century, wri tee van Jaersveld,. tbe ~ 

~" r·_,..V-V"' traditional and prejudiced view ot the Boers as ,onkunde• J 
v I - \2) 

.ongeletterdhe1d• and oppressors ot the natives, preT<ailed • 

1H1erdie oordele en veroordelings is in die laaste ~rt 
(3) 

van die 19e eeu reggestel deur George McCall '!'heal '· In 

his Compendium, !neal 1het die siensW7ses van sr voorgangers 

onderskryt veral ten opsigte van die Bollands-Atrtkaanse 

kolonis. Maar nadat by argi'Vllliese bronne-stnd1e gedoen 

het, het by in d1t1 verba.nd begin om redikaal van bulle te 

verskil, en in sy latere werk as bulle korrigeerder op te 
(4) 

tree •· He then defended the Dutch colon1ets and 1verklaar 
(5) 

bulle karakter '• 

!here is certainly nothing wrong with a change 

in one's views, per se. Historians have to be prepared to 

make continual alterations and reassessments as they 

acoumula te new evidence. A radical change could be a sign 

of flexibility~ of the courage to admit one's mistakes and 

alter one's preconceptions. ~eal 1 s 1cbange 1 has to pass 

only one test to qualify tor the approval given it b.Y 

Bosman and van Jaarsveld. It bas to be eubm1 tted to, and 

borne out b7 a comparison w1 th the evidence. 

Referring to some c:rirtic1sms tba t bad been made 

ot bim, Tbeal complained tbllt although the hietor1an in 

question, Od1, had been provided w1 th •a liberal saJ.ar.r• 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 

P• 7. 



l~r:.-- and &ttravell1ng eXpens:e.sfl tor hie work.,. 4tJio·t ·$. !Single 
. · tlr 

ts...ot ns.rr!lted by me was disputed• by blm • IJ.'ni& ts ta!r 

~ugh. we sna~l 'tr"J not to be· .guilty o.t ttd. s fault., 

a·nd will give our clos;est a ttent1.on to !'heal• e .tact-s. 

From tbe material we beve collected ovel? tbe 

penod 165~1836, we b~ve selected a few tbemes :tor 

4ete1led examine;tion and eompa~iec;n., mainly from: tbe 

·eructal e.zld oompara.t1 vely well-doewnen;ted. periou 1796-1835. 

our aim tb:rougbout will b~ to 1llumtnate, to tttrow new 

light, not on the R:ottentots, the sZLfl;ves. Ph111p o.r 

tl1ll.1ttm Adrt.an. bu.t. en !ileal and on !1!!;. :b&nd11ng ct 

tl:lt!'se 'tb:E!mtls. His bo.oks are my· pXJlmarT source$· and 

most important -documents. 

OV.er so t¥'1de en area ... and for a. on~yae.r degre!, - -·- ___._._'" 

.1t bas, r;,f course, been impossible to"" :me to eortsult all 

tule d"Ooumen.ta tn1.selt. Tbe basis fbr m.r· ·compa·r:t.son b.e.s 

be'EJn, mainly. ttle work ot subsequent MstoritUls wbo bs~e 

~.en otter the iiouunu~nts - Le1bbra.ntlt, Oo!'7 .• "Van ,de:r lferwe, 

*eM1J.lan. Me.~ta, Rqburnit Pl'tm~ut.. Edwa;Nts., Walker ,a,r:t4 

-others. Although. they nav~ fiHl"rVetl .me well. th:ere have 

been oqcs:.eions on wieh 1 t. tte,s been truetrating llnd 

unsatisfactory to ·rely on otber~ ; and sometimes I hBd to 

go to tbe ,(locumen.ts.. I oonttnually had to avo:t·d the 

temptation and. $a:nger of .getting too bogged 4.own ovett, 
()l· 

t<n• e%tlmple, t'be Black C1rcul:t.. ffo succwnb to this .•. 

would navo mBce .1 t 1mpo&alble to do .a; wtd,·er· survey. on: 

tbe basis ot 'Wll1otl l .c,onld mske a .genersl s,eses:em.ent ot 

a.:n.d. dra:w g$nero~l «?onclue1ona e.bout Thesl. Tb'e see·tion on 

t,rhee.l·•e llfe .1.s .mainly be.sed on ·nw own researchee. 

(l) ''.ftu~e.J. !c). Pretsc·e. 06:1 wa·s commissioned l>Y .xruget"'• e 
gover.nm:ent to wr1 te a. history ot south Africa more 
tavoura bl.e to tbe 1lepub11es tnan !.'heal• ;&. 

T-
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The next chapters will contain an exam1na t1on 

of a r$v sectiltts ot Tbeal 1 a work. tfe will not be 

concerned w1 th tb.e Compendium t.ill later (in the 

b1ograp111cal sec t1on) , alth.ougb we tdl.l usually 1.ndiea te 

briefly, what tl'le Compendium vers1on 1s. 
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OB'AM'.ER III ir ·_··. - ., •. 

Afi EXA.M!NAtiON OF T!EAJi*i. AQOOUNT GF WE HO~OT~. ~~ 3d7 rt·_·~ _ a'.~tt_·_ liJ > ••••• 

(a). .J\1' TilE j!W OF. ·mE• leTS OENfY.fl: .(b) ~tn'I':"D.·· nftUlmT ~ ' • -.lillil!l j . ........ . . • . ~ } t . - . ' ' •' P::IVU~ v ' . ~ 

B!Ll:• ftlf@ .gt\lq!IJt;§ FBqJ .. 7ElS ,lEBIOJl. 

·tn 1he £i!1Jlend1um·, fh.ea.l deseribei tb:e eoml1t1on --:a••u-· • 

at the Bo~tentots at tbe end ot tbe :tatb Oentun ae 

R$b3eo t•:• iJ.'ney had lost tbeir land a-nd mere compelled to 

. work on Vflt!Y bad te,:me. In b1a later works, tbette lltre 
., 

.reserves •set; e.std.e to,; tbetr ben'9t1t• art4 ·tn~ .r,tould 

ue land ~tot oc9up!ed b.1 cct~at:e *&l'lfwbere«. MaQ7 of them, 

however, ttprete:rre.dt to work 1:.tJr the whites. ltl:se1ona.r1ee 

•ot ex.treme vlewsD ola1med the7 were 1ll-treated .,but 1n 
(l) 

·realltr it cwas not ao •·. 

Wbat 1s lcl'tDWft ,about t!le otJndi t1on and. treatment 

ot tile Hottentots at tnis· t.t.me ? .!% 1796. tttfle 'Hottentots 
(2) 

llttd. sunk .1-nto tbe po .. a1tton of :a labdles.s p:r:ol.e:a:rtat •· . 
(3) 

··'fb.ey· were *Pltit'ullJ .• almost abJectlJt be,cktia:Jld end··~ •·. 

and bad been reduced to absolute economi·c ·liepe&detnoe ori 
(·4) ' . 

ttlfJ. Wb1 tes • .Hot. onl.l' bs.d tl'le;v DO l!!!d• but .le""l {6) ·-. ~r· 

ow.ne.-sb!:p ot ~nd was denle4 • 2hls ;b&.s been atspute.,.,. '. 
btlt one of the prov1s1t>tts ot Ord1mulo·e 00 was to legalize 

(6) . 
the ownersb1p .o.t land by Hottentots • . 1l7 1?95 .at a,J\7 

· rate. tbe quttatlon Wl'letber. ttl•&f .oould' ow land -.s. an 
. . (7) 

· e.c~u1em1c oneJ tbey bad none • Even the ·bastard (halt• 

. i . 



·'it tbey did .improve and cult11r~tte acm-e UtuJOcupi·ed lstl4, 

·tfley wetae 'always llable to· be dleposs:e.ssea _w some laG'er 
' ' ' (1) 

:obta2.n1.ng a ~nt .tor 1t !'rom tne Go'Vermnettt • _tor the 

c~lonista did not he·sttate to m11kl) us~ of their ··rigbt .. -. Cal. . . 
of the etror.~~est :n. 

'lo_ atapose ot tbe £aot and tbe probl.,em r~t 

Hottentot landleasness by . ea.ring,. R.As t$r as lantt was · 
concu~rned. 'tttere were Ji:eserves eet astde f'ot-- tbeil' benefit 

in ·tne ·l-ong-settled parts -ot tbe count}7, amt · tttey could 
' ' (3) ' 

use· ground ao1; oocupled by f~l'rmet-s afitWhere. •, te tc. give 

:an l~t*ess1on \fl'llch ie e1mplt 1mtl'U'e• Ia ·the ,oo:mpend1:um 

·f'nes:l showed a· tull awar;4)ness of this tfssentJ.al real1 ty 

tJt the <Cape Colonial eeene. Wb8 t iioetmient:s cotU4 tle h~ve 

round ln Baautoland o~ anvwer" elae 'to· ona~ge. b.1'El mind 
' . ' 

a.!:Jou-t· this t It ls ·one ·tntng to ::recognize tble tact ana 

just1f7 1t. as C<Jr1 tctnds to do • and .~ther to ileny 1t. 

cl&t-s, a,s 'lbeaJ~ 1-S tie.!: ... 

!lost ·of tbe lotten'tots ....,referred· to U_ · "fEJ as . . . . (4) -)' 

d~endents ·of· a·. wn1te un, ·•. · 'tbey ~a.td !Pall kinds or 
lignt. labour: •• ~ 1tt return tor whieb. taey rectd.~ed p~lectlon 

. ' ' . (5) . 
·and l'!la1ntena,ne:e '· In England !t was .bel1·eve4 tb:e7 were 
~rsnly 'am un3ustl)r t-reated,~ flln ·rf38.Uty tt was not so. 

tb.ougb tbere· oerte.inl3'- wette i.D.stene.•es ot 111-usag,&; J·'i.lflt as 
' . (6)· 

·ttt1n"e are outrag-s in a'l'l eountaee, ot tne world ·•· ·tbese. 
(?) 

;now~V$1",_. were -alws.ys exc~ttona • · 

·fbs earliest :r~rt ·on the eond1 tlon of' tbe ' , . -w<;f"'~- , : _ - 1 ,I~ 

.Hot.tento·ts rtta·s me.de. by t1el<t-comet ve.n IVnevel.d. at tl:le 
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{l) 
reque:st a·r General Dunda.s in. 'leoi • . :wn-e !ott·entots be 

said were .actively discontented and ~even ;ttthb1king of, 

revenge•. The administration of the ·law, such as it W8.s, 

b;y :rarme~ fi·eld-oornets, we.s unsatisfs .. ctory e.nd partial.; 
' . 

they sllould be :rep;J.aeed b1 paid .otticis.ls., and closely 

supervis·ed. Among ·the ma:rq ·contempo~.t-ies who commented 

ii1.sapp:rov1ngly . on tnetr . trea tm.en't: wtls ·General ;fanssens. 

~hooked. b1 t-rhat b:e .obsened in Graaf'~•.Reinet, ne object•ed 
(2) 

in the s'trongest tel'l'ils • ·(Joll.1.ns, who toured tl:le 

country in 16Q9;. repo·r·tea that.·Hottentot .servants in tl:le 

North tt.e·r.e kindly t~e.te'd, but these in ere.e.ft•R~1net 
. . 

.~are ·badlY ted and are ill-treated'; a ser•~nt {c~.n now 
. . ' ' hi;; 

.. sel,dom get ·away• at the e-xpiration ·Gf tbel!""-tex-m ot 

,service as .h'e was htot allowed to take llis eh1ld:ren'. or 

*detained under some i;".r1•olous p~.etenoe•. He recommended 
' 

th!t t Hottentots everrwnere be protected agaf,nst the common 
( '. . ' ' . . . . ·(3) 

e.buses of witbboldt.ng wages and forced laboui' • 

so ,:great was tb:e. di.sa"O·nten't of . ·tnf3 fit:t·ttento·ts.; 

1itae:t ln .1799, they took the unpr~c~edcented step of joining 

'1;he1r tradi;tionai. ~enemi-es, tl:ifi' xosa.. in a .raid' on tb.e 
. .. . ' {4) 

Col~;ny. iifh.is a.nd · ;tt:a ve't},y real· ·tl'lrea·t. to ·ttte securi tr or 

't;b,e ·aolon.r .toeUs·ed tlt1Hl'nt1on on -tb.eir condition. 'TO 

conciliate th~m, $; t"$w looa tion:s were ifJstabltshed (including 
' . . ... ·. {: . . . -. . ~ ' ' .. . . ·. . 

s·tu:urm~tn •.s ttna Bettfelsclo·rp'): marnter :(.landd::Nst of · Grttatt-

.. Reinetl was instructed to protect them and· enforce· tine 
l ~ . . . f 

' . ' . . ; 

.Provision~. ~f. tbe ).e.bour- oontrac.ts introduced by Dtmd.s.s. 

' 
·~i.s fir$$ and mild a tte111pt at intervention o.n 

behalf' of' tbe Rotten.tots. :wa:s one of ·tbe o·auses ot the 
. • . . . . . ' I . . . . • 

'Ill a. a .• a. · <toi.diV. p. · ~··. rl. van B,Yneveld' s Report ... 
(2) . B.H •. D. deel ,XI:t p •. 216 ~r~;· 's-se belGw Oil. IV1 section 

fln M«iYmer. . . . · · 
(3) Matn1er p~ 7,5; Corx I p. 199. ·Qollins Repor"t in R.C.Q. 

Yo~. V.I P• 340 tt,. Vol .• · J.ll: P• 20 tt. 
(4) Ms.ra1s p. 114. 
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. . . . {1) 

revol.t .ana ex.ptdel·o.n or M!l¥tt!er fMm GraaEt-Retne~t ... •·'fb,.e 

m•n ~t Gra~t.t~!\'$1net ba<l several :re&son:s f'Gr revolttng .•.•..• 

but the prttteetlon. Which L&:ndd~o&t Ms:.rnler trled to give: 
' ' (2) 

to tne l!o'tt.t.entots wa.s un4onbtealy one of ta• .ft .• 

·fnisr .e.ct1on an4 the 4.emama <&nd complaints of the 

rebels.,. s.~e en. 11\dba.:tton .or the pre1tdl1llg oontl1t:to:ne .Elnd 

ot the •tt1tude of' the Boe~s i;oW&;rds the:lr coloured aervants. 

'fh·e¥ demanded., inte.~ alia .• 'tbs.t all captured Buabmen be 

t1e14 tn perpettt.e.l .slave:r,r.; tbe.t. all Hottentot o.bil4rtn 
. (3) 

born on t.a:rme;f be ~te.1n~ up to the .e,g·e ot twent)'·\""f1v.e ~ ~· , 
. . . 

wo~a~blp .1~ the onurcb~ b.V t~ch1ng tbem rtlading and ~m t:t~ 

th.e,r we;-e. belng •ther.eb7 pu$ upon an equal. ro·.ottng wttb 
. (4). 

Ohr1s:ttana '. - -. . lit 

A selection from ttl$ documents Cit: tb.e ·period, 

'Ol"'Vld.es an even clearer 1.nd!Cll tlon ttt tile ·C·ondltions; to 
~ . - ' ~ . 

wn1eb the HO'ttento·ttl were sub~hnrted. aftd ,ot :ldeta,e, aa:d 

Ctletom$ preve,1l1ng among~t tb.e oolon!sts~ Dle t1rst 1a a. . . . . ~ . . 

lett,$~ .t.rom: a. tamer to· *yn!er. eXpl.a1n1ng wtw h.$. had a 
. ' . 

Ho~t,en~t g1rl 1n bis possessl:on.: · f 
'Pl-.,s• do not 't~llt,e :t..ts amiss of me., I d1t\ .not tb1:nk th&\t. 
I sno:W.d get .1nto trotibls a'txm:t :tt 'becauee tt ·.na~fi .al~ll&Js 
'bee'zt q wnen one shoota tbe kteal peopl.e dead e:na. W'b.a t 
one .catches one could ·take • (:5) • 

c""".vbum~ ~l.so <ato.tes a oa;-.. a1 note :t:rom a· f'emar 1r:ato't'm.1"~' : · ~ ·.· . - . P• . . . ~) ~. 

ttu:~~ ttel.d~•<:lamet. 'tbat his oon me sb.c't a fttJt'ten'Cot • fbtrdl'y, 

.fr~ ttae Report ot thfJ Apr,H:ra,l Oo·urt 'to the Govenor 1n 

1914 (by w!Ueh time the e:dm1n1stra tlon o£ .3u~st1oe b!td been 

cons1derab:l:Y t'ightened ~) a l"~endst1on .of mel"Clt for 

(l.) 
'(2} 
(3) 

.·(4) 

.(5) 
,· (.6) 
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.a tam.·. · er ·Who· .~ sb.o.t a ·.hmnt\_ ... dls:am. '~lid Hott1!.·n .. •.· .. ~ .,t, •.... .. w . beo.auae 
the· :man 

'l8bottred :un&er tile -erronwt:ts' wt: general. notto·n. ~.t !ut.s 
J!.rsv,alled amo.~st ·the Boers throttgho.ut the aolot11 tttom 

.. ~*1me 11tmtem .. ·• !~. ·. a:l.,. ·. "re:apee tl:ns .·t11e .. ; p ... ·. Ot:tel' ... · of.~.,· .. lllf:li&. • ·. nttOn.·. ov ... ~~ 
tbe l1VflS of tmt-o~tt.u.mt-e Wtt.gabond. Hotten'tots. 1'iQc nave 
Mtbe~t~ .been: 4ons!dered ·t>etngs. &-Xcluf!IJd.. trCJm tbe 
P~tec.ttnn of tn:e taws• .,. (.l') • 

~s plet't.lre o:r· tf:le g~ne:rs:.l 'bs:Ok.wa1'4na:ss, 

nelpl.essne~es .s,ft4 fa!y.l;y trequen.t abtu.tt~ tr~tm,nt of 
. '. (2) . 

; ·the H~·ttentots, espee1e;1ly i<n ~~t•Retnet .;. 1\e ccent"1rmG4 

·by a mass ()f .<toeuments in. ·ttle Ar'ehtV$S~ -reports ot 

:o.fi"1ele:l~·· 'ri®Ord:s ct co~1i -eas:11t:s~. by doon.'nents:. :1:a fi~u~a;l•·s 

ot-m R.oocrd~- -o·r.· the ·Oe>p~ Clolony a:nd 1!-e'lan~1.3ke li1.ator1·scl'le 

·Do'lt\ttllentel:1• z·t ~$ c:O~boMtett br the eVidene·e or 

co-n:temp~ra:rt ·<tbs·$nen·- among wnom a,re:. Barr~w. Perctval. 

lw/ L1o~t.enste1{i>mtnler,. ~~n,. Jans,sen-s,. lhlmtss· ana 

· ~an der . Kellilp • 

, It·. la eont1rmed ~7 tbe ·conclus!ons o:~ b!dJ'tortana 

Wb.o ne:ve worked on the doeumen·te of . th.~ pe.rlod.. :ern ere 

yere 1.rt~n tb-e l!Thol~'' amtoeble t-aht1:t;tns tn the Wee.t;, 
; 

~o!de .. ~·tz W:t in th-e· ~~tern Provlne:e 11:d1stre(nd-ng 

:~utd ·3tlbapp7 ·core!! tlon:st~ for •k1.t.ilt •ne1t.b.~r -wQs ~llr t-o. . . . . .., .. . . .. . ·.·· .• . . . . ·(4) 

'blame:n~ 'file lt,f'e of the Hot-t.en.tc:te 1lt!ke :eunenvlabl*' •. 
(:6) 

. •a ltintl ct slaven '· Sven e:tte:r tne 1ntr.cthlet1otl ot 

con-t!>ots. tw· ~s. · fl•e Bo·t.tentot (was .etten) COJ1demned . -.·. 

to bee•t:t a slave., or p'ri s:csner,, tttr an 1Rdeft~~1.te tua:e 
. . . (6),, . 

-. the .tarme:~ who one~ S$'m-red b1s se.rvtc.~s • ~e s:ettse 
•ttl ~i1i1d... y j ' .. · .. • • . . . . . . . • . . . . ' • . .. •• ; . . ' •.... · -, 

,(2) 'fbe area were Hottentot labour we.s. most be&v1l.i' re'11~d 
on. 'Xn tne We.atern Ce.pe:. slave;;i wer~ · t~sed. 

(~l Wh6' :eneonr.$ged ~ Jtott~n.tot;sst ~etb.el.4Jdon> ·to: take 
· ,s.e.-v1.ce . with netlrbY· f~:mera.. untll ~e ,-.w bow tb.ey were 
tr~at-ed.·· 1'\eyburn .AA c&t p. ·eo. · · 

(4) · .... ! P•· ,$9.,. . . . .. . -, 
(5) . c};t · p~ 90.. qo::rr .Jnst1:f1es or rs. 'tner e~o'ttees much 

,t):f tb:1,& tmrlibtltlSS 'Oil tbe. g'rottntl,s that i 1;.· W'&S tl'GOf:tJSB.ey 
- tn-e tiottf.J,ntota were 1nd~le:nt etc_. Be does ttot~ 

. bowev.er.. weM that :this we,s. til$ ease • 
. (·6J.. (};;,.. e1~ P.• 199. ·~· idtr't' .. 
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·ot o~preas1on and the tear ot ~~siettng· it ltept tne 

Hottentot'S 1n e, k!.nd or· sla•ery f~m .wl:lieb tb.~ 11ere . ·. 
. ·. (1} 

at B!ll,'f ttme prepal'ed to endeavotira to tree th·etneelves *. 
Xtt: the op.1nton or ~T.w.i,!., tha o-ondl tionsit. :and: . the· 

. . (~ 

· proteet1oa. &fford:eli. were tttnor&ug~ly Un:sattsta.ctory ·•; 
. . 

espee~allr1n Gen1att-Reinet ··fl~'tae t~tatle:n to, deal . 
. . . . -

. . 

oa.r:st:tly: a:n.O. unJue.tly -'bf ttl ell"" $erva.nta» l'rt'lose post tion was 

cne of ·:B.b·4eot dtmentten<:H~· wse often tl)o ,stro-Poo to be.: (~) . M,. . . , ·~ 

·~esis"t"etl 'll. B•el!ll.tl~ ttri te,& that tnetigh tiler may nave ·, .. 
. . ' 

. liV'ed p.e~eetn.ll7 ort mos·t. termne, if they ·were 1l1•treat()d. 

to-relbla detained or tbelr wages withheld, tb~y we~e 
. {Q ' 

u.~lmoet ~llY witb.ot\:t reme«v ii. 'f~ts p!.oture 1s . 
. (5) (6) ('1) 

con."finrted 'bf ~JliORg otl'UU.''S .f1tmari. if. RW'bttrn and walker. ~. 

~erts.pe. Barrow anel othol" of the ·colont.sts:t severer cr1t1cs 

-exeggeratetl .and goneU!.llzett~ bu't fltbe volume cc.f eVidence 

ttu\t tb.ere wel'S .tlagr.ant &bnties was tOo· gri".at ·to be 
(S} 

tgnored "· Yet. !'!:leal. ~res tt. !be ·tru.tb 1.s a:ot 

n.ecessar117 the exact: ·opp-o.s1te of ~;t h.e enrs {1• e • 

. ·that ;all Hottentots were beaten .• starved and 111-tree;tectt; 

but 1 t 1s reA!call.Y -dltteren·t. 131 om1t:t1.ng all. ref'ereno.e .. 
' . 

to tbeir ~ackt~~sa,. poo" !()on41·t1ons. poverty ami 

af!f'erioeleasnea;e in tile taoe ot 111-trea.tment {not -.") 

bts account is r-4e:red 1M.d$quate :and m1.sleadtng. 

lf:ext. we eb.all G•mtn.e 'lbea.l' s ~statement ·that 
i. 
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........ 

Mnotnllen consld.el-s tn~rt tbe. CQmparur 11e~ "$lly 

A~.f!ned tne S'ts..tus of .tb:e: l{'t)t.t.ento.:ts.; 'tbey were nouts1de (1) . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 

· .. the ltstw .. ~.~> It tne:r trere J.ll..i.tNat~d t~r ·abused. their 

ttel!:tr&-legat ·po,st·tton .... lett. them e.1mo11t who·ll.Y wt.ttto-ut 
. ~: . . . 

!'\9!1e{ly ,..._ Me:r-aie ·ttitttk:a tbia v1ew uts·· not entirely 

· 'eorreot•. 'The Hottentots bad the l~a1 rigbt to· Dbe 
. . . ~~ 

.i:>.t'Otec.ted .in tbetr pal"eon.a;. p;popert$' and po£UHlS&1ons ·a.~ 

· -~ugb tbe Hottentots m&¥ on occasion na.ve ·bt;!ea pNt~:eted 
.. . ! • '. 

. . - . 

prap~rty t !Jl.nd ,ia prop·erty;. 11ara1s bt:m.sel.t reports bow 

l•n'd WQ S parcelle4 :OUt to t.he ·WJU. tes ·;;! thOUt evft:, 'botbe:r1ng· 
. . . . . . (4) 
. to ·enquire it thttre were arw ·Hottento-ts l1Ving on it · .• 

•· :·Jf t~er .qs.a, tbls right it •s a nignl.y theartftioa.l ()~·· 

Maral .. s ottes as t11s source :alld au:tb.ort·tJ- f.or th.1s 

:V.1:6Y• t,tt.teal. But Tbeal~ s evtd~nee on tbi& quest1on 1& 

1ncons1stent.. In conctMsl 1to · b1s 13tatement: abo-ve ~ t() 

tbe qae e1 ted by '*rats, tba:t e<Ven ill. mattez.a a£t~ttng . . . ~ .. 
' . 

th:e!J- rei& t1onsb1:p .tt.)· eac.b otber theY were . t 'bo' some extent . . . . ' . (6) ·.· . . . ·. . 

amena"ble to Co'lont$1. l~;!.f''t . • he SQJ":S elsewhere,. . ·that betore 
. . . ' . 

:.-l8G_9• •tner w~e ~~red aa an .tndepeadettt. peopl.e•. ·entitled 

to· go:vern tnem.:selves j"•. .. , fli\'l"ese pG<Jpl.e bad ai:n--ats 111' 

·'tb•n 'been .-•aoar«:ed as 1nd'Gpendent of the Etit"opean · . ~ . . (7) 

go"ernment,. tn·J.I. $Ubjeet to cbiet.n (:lt' ttuilr' ow ~c.e ~· 

· · · . ·at tne ·law· 1'"'~ rrla tt,oa... t'tl'nv.· .· were now. tt b""'o''~a.at · ln:tcf , 
. . ·. . ~..... . . '"' ·'""flf.' ·('"~. . "" "" ·-o . . . . 

' :~~- . 

legal. subJeetl.on to the gove~en't. •·· 

' (1') 
'(2) . 
. (3) 

(4.) 
(.5) 

·tel 
('11 
(.S) 

P•· 3o •. 

:140. 

,. 



!bee theoretical. and ,!.~~1. l!o .. s.t!~~P.: ·w.e probably 

titttibiguoua ~. ,u~.ntu::s~;. out th~ is .lese d!sagf'$ement 

about w..l:lat l;tStally ooppenlld in p~-ot1ce. :t,lal'"ais a.gree.s 

witn M'&·el~illsn tbat tue poai ti,()n wa.s u'tttom-ugbl;r 

una&tl.staet.oryt~·. ·w.n ·· n;rn:gyald :ropot1ted ··tna.t loc.n.l 

Q'tftcia.la were not ·rll:s.r:osett to· acim1n1ster tn~ rev 
(l} 

pmteetl·ve pNvis1ons~ intl"',dJ.iGed l'q Dun«a:a at the ~nd 

o.t tl'Je .lath Qentttr3.. .tn 1803,. Generc.l .Jansseas f'ound 1t 
' 

n.eceeSSrf to order that •no privat~ pEJrSOn '$t\St dll.l:'$ trl 
put ·t .. bem ltne Jt()tt~atc;ts) in oba..!ns or cl':J.aa:ttae· t.bam• • 

'tb.ls be1J'ltl" ··+·-etlon o~ ·m&ttlstratea,··. and then o ... ,w •e.tter ~ ~(2)" . ~ . . . . . l;&d>4 . 

r.~uler trts::l • We ltnow w!le:t bappel'letl. to .M&:Jnter wen be 

tried ·to· ent-orce fimtl..ar 1nstrttctlons .ot the .government. 

As rwe eball .:see,,. 1 t 1-HJ dl1"fl,cu1 t ~nough tor- tl'le · 

Bottentota tQ get ttedress tram. the le.li d'ter 1809.. when 
•dm1n1stratton bad lleen l1gbtened up. the sratem ot 

\- ls•cou~ts -ext-ended and w1 th. the_ help or_ mtss1~nar,r 
cnamplcn.e• he'V1ouslr, .tr ttae t• courts o~ 1-Qy were. 

1nd$ett. open;. t~·tne ~.rs;nt ~;lUi depressed Bottent~ts <:ot'lla 

Mrdlr have been avax-e ot tbe'tr extetenoe'D $:tld "there ·was 

no :1aw r~nla t1!1g; the ~1at1otts. between: master and 
(3,1, 

eerv.a11t • 

~· dlep.Gtle ot tna p!dl.etn ot tb.$ D·ex&$Jl'tionel·*l .eases 

ot 111-treatr:aent- sttJ1ng ttthey bad ti'lwa,ys the· remedy 
(4) .. . . 

. of' removal :'fl' ana Utile :Cou~ts ot llf,w wet-e .open for thelt't 
. . J . 

pro·teotton.-tt , 1e &.sh<Jnest• unl:e.ss one 1:6: 1lJ.gnore.n1t• But 

1'b.e~l w.ff ncrt lgnortn'lt• ;He .tw.a shown· e,n. awaretle.s'S -of 

atteb ta.o ts icn ttte OcmJH~nditmt.. 

Referring to th& perl;od, up to 1809,, Tbenl states 

tbat tbe Hottentots '*We't'e neither taxetl nor :oall.ed upon 



.r 

. . . . (1) 
acoord thq en'llst'ed as ·pta.ni,oure •• Dt.musetng- ·ttae 

b~tsta-ttd :m1gmt1on to tbe Borth; !Jal'ela ea:;y.s one o-f the 
' 

ma.tn rea sone top tt:Ils; was 'the •compulOO"r.Y .esrVioe on 

.CoumtaM<J:t!il·, .I1l .1'?78 i:1eld.*Br.trgean·t v&n 'ZJ'l reported 

that t.a,ll the Hottentots ~nd ~!li.tB:rds tlt .:tor e·omma:ndo-s 

-n:toe g-oi~g :atf<9,1 t--o the .Nsma;q. till- COU!l:tl7 _to- evade serv1ni? 
' -' (.2) 0 

~on Comtr~Andoa ·• •: Re tasesl trorn 1787. there was ~a 

sepa:ra~t-:e 11 st:* of atats:re. gt'Rzi-er-~.5 1,n G~tift•Re1net 
' f~ 

'Wbo: ~pald. ttl:i~l eam:e ·ta,xes as the .Boere •• .PreS'Qftlt\biy •. 

wb.itn tb.ey ue~e ln a. potll'tion. to pay klt'es., tn~7 were 
(,4) 

ttt.xei •-

' 

&..n e%8:f!&n&t1on ot· !besl'•s as.s:·ount ·cJ".t ttte -condltton ~t 
_T ., - • if f )iif • 11'1, , • • - o::i ff f "• r - • • : - -

' -

-the :&·t!lstota uader B'Pi:tieb £Ule • . • r - _.·· r_rf·m•c·_., ·_ .. · 

_ In tile ~!n~um •. !fheal wt-o·te ~-at tb$1~ pos1 tlon 
vas :a till. ·w-Tetened. "fney now had th& ad:va.ntag$' ot aceess 
to- ·tta.:e -Courts,, -but. beyond this• Br1t1sb. ~e w:&$ ·•Ratbe.r . 
-••. the means e:f r1vcet1ag t-lleir _fetters more ·ttrmlt tfian 
before•(-5). -rnc7 Md. to b~ve. a t1x:ed place or abode(G), 
f~ Wlcb. they C<)ul4 not mo'Ve w.itilout a paset .as tbe7 bad 
no lend tbis ·ffV!r'tually platu~d 'the wnole raoe l.n a con41tlon 
of sert4otrJ:>t'!._ ~-a :r.eal obJe-c-t of t-lte- 1-&:if WLH~ to .tot>oe 

·._ tnem to work,. •G;t wag:es t.1x:ed blr· tbe emplo¥ers.. If tb.e 
1anddrost, 1.1as hum-ane th~1r po$-,;t!on -waa ~tol~t-Ei,bl!l!Jtit 
-otb.erwl,a-s tbe_y w~re o,pp!la'sae.4 w1 too~t r-ell$ftt (7l• . .He 
C'onc·luded tne:,t the: etro~er gov!$rnment O't the artt.tsb. 
bo'lr'e nard o:n the Hottentots: !t more etf;ect1velf •.e-rush{ed) 
out tn~11" treed.~rn a:l'!€1 hu:ti~.n1t1fl(S).: 

In b:t.s lv.ter lW:Qs~ .1'h~.l. mtJ.lutat~~(9} tttat ttnC? 
meaaur'es ~ttluld be devle . • or great-er benetit to the 
p.eoplo ~ttooted:"# ·~nat it »reseuetioft· them:. ~rromtttte~ ru1n, 
tt not :front ·extinotia:nB(lO) • Be tne protective pl'Ovlatons 
of tQ,e. lsw: "*/mple p%'0"1!lSltrtl 1>~:8 f1J~df3 ln the. pt'OCle:tna tton 
for t~e enforc~ent ·of punctual paymetlt ot wages,, tor ·tbe 
relea~e o£ ti1e. RQttentQt upon e:xp:trat1on of tb:e 1t:~· or­
Stll"Vioe,. and :fOP his pmt:ection. from 111-trantment.o (ll) • 
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After tbis pl'OOlamation, several clans wl tht\rtew to 
Nataaqualand, while some m1se1ona·r:tes com!)le1netl tbat 
th.e law was: opprese1 ve. ttBnt the ben~tl t tPom tbe 
SDbstl·tntion a-£ govel"nment f'Dr practt·cal a.m.lrCbJ' :Shculd 

,otttwe1gh tne dlsce>trtent of a .t·ew hundred 1nd1'\'1dual.s•(l).~ 

fh:e. 1809 Oo:de has been t.nterpreted both as a 

Magna Gttrta a.nd. an 1nstrum19tlt of opp'resa1on: although 

-6 :reeentl.7, tb:e new.s ot h1et0'!'1ans ne.•e been ttlO're qua.lified,. 

I 

The object ot the law we.a to IrOVlde labour f.(}'f! tb.:e. titrm~s 

and better c-ondi t:tona tor the Hottento,ts. How.ev~. Walker 

cons14ers thflt 1 t te.11ed. to achieve ·tne 14 tter because 

Qf tn-e p&!Sil ,sections) which reduced Hott~..ntot& nto the 
(2) 

lev.el ot serfs at the dtepoaal ot tbe local otticlals• • 

. A:e: new~et agrees tbat Ut·tle was a.one to lmprove 1ib.e 

coni:i'tion of the Hottent&ts. who we~e tmru.st .even more 

t1rml7 under tbei.r ma.s~er•s control. However. •:tt mettn'* 

muota tb&.t the Hottentots were brought 1ns1de the lav, 
. . (3) 

however heartless th.a t 'law might still be ". J!c'Ml;lan 

goes t·urtaer: the law reduced tbe Hottentots to .a state 

·Of ttnrtwtl slaver)•·· !1:1~7 bad to na.ve a t1;c.ea. pla.ce ot 

e::bod.e; as tner had no (i}nd th-ey .bad •no P'l'f1ct1c.e.l 

a.lternat1ve to serfdom ... .Ma.r.ala: 'The ·1009 Oode was 

part ot ,a pNe.ess cd' e:xtendl.ng the rule ot law and 

· t1gbten1ng ·up tbe oontro1 ·of tb:e central a<Jministra·tton. 

'Though 1.t bad aisa4vantagGs 1 t •marked e d1,s·t1not advance 
. (6) 

1n tbe status ot th.e HOttentots ·•·· 

Be:to.re. ettqu1rl.ng into the e.4m1:n1stra't!.on of' tbeae 

!awe to teat. !heal·• s atat:ement tba t sample p~vislon·• was 

made tor the e.nto~ement of ·tne p~·tective o:l.ausee. we 



as~ keep 1n .mind tl'leir ltm'l ta tions. Desp1 te some 

cl:i.fterences, .al.l the- h1stoi'S.ans quot~ e,re a;greed on 

tb1st if tbey oon&t1tuted an a.tlvan~e 1t waa ttt)nly Justa. 

·~did not ~u:tabl1sn legel equality, Hottentots coul4 

not own land,, they were subJect to stringent pass pronslons. 

•e l~w prov1d.ed tor domee·t1o dl sc1pline 1n .cases ,of 

la.$1ness or 1mpe!"t'lnenee s1ne. trial. Moreov~, Hottentots 

would. obvtously be Msco~ged. from 1odg1ng chargee, e .. e 

%her wer.e to ·be kept. in .3$11 till tb.e bearing., t1ogsed J.t 

the complaint was cone14~red trivle.l or no·t p·roven 1n 

Cou~$. 1'bougb .. on·e would not tbink so :from Tbeal•.s account; 

tt 1 s ab'Gut the •Mvantf!g.estt and •advances•·. of suob e. 

law ·~1'.$t we .a~e a.~utng •. :Wb,e:thar or not it eonst1tuted 

ll &mall ot- a great degre.e ot ·advance, 1t 1.s. e1 clear 

.!.:~'ldlcatton of tbe O!:>ndi.t1one ·tba.t preva-1le4 that tbia 

question- should even a:t'1se. '.Co ,say that tnta 1aw· W'll$ 

,a:. eons1de%"4ble ad:v!Ulc•· and •sa?ed ·tnem trom utter :ruin*' 

le an 'inexpU.eable o.omm:ent .from one who represented their 

previous -comltt:iQa as baing eatlstaetory; as 'Tbeal 41d. 

It aucb .a. law oould •save tbemft et~d be to tt1~1:r- •benet! t·lt 

their c·oftdl t10rlll must s~rely have. been ap,t>alling ? 

' -· 
. their 'labo·u.r,Gpplf blld. obvious advante.ge.s tor the colonlsts •. 

ot tbese Tbeal• however,. does not spea.k. H~ empbasl,ses 

the e.dvantag.ee to tl'le BottentQtisi Hbat were these t 

!be mePe tact ·thta t they a.nd tbei.r rela t1onsb:1p w1 th 

~jtb.a1:r- mastettsyJ'IA'8 brought untter tile eeruttny. an4 in aome 

aspects under tne eontl'Ol of the' law• was ot aa:van:tage. 

'Th1a 1,1\ ltrl&lt was' a t'it3e tn status, a aq:tent1alr weapon tor 

defence a.nd·lmprovement. espec.1all3 (perbapa entirely) 

owing to the pree~oe ·ot ·an 1nereaa1ng number ot :art1cula t,e 

cbamptons ''(the m1se1onarles)., s .. nd a.lded ·by the extension 
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'(1) 
.&Jad ,lmpro!Vement Ot tbe Adm1111s'tr&t1on . ·of Just1ee;. !be 

ot:tt~tals .s.na. Juigea were. in ttdd1t1-on, urg·ea. and e•ox-~ed 

to enforce the Protect1?e pl"OVis.ion& and make tnem known 
(g) ' c" 

to tbe Hottentots • 

woo t :pl'¥lot1cal $dVAntage th~ law otf'ereti to the 

.Hottentots lay ~ent1.re11 in. the Dn.>tt?Jo'\iva c~uflet.. li.otf 

etfeo.ti ve wer.e tbet ? 'Jhe intention or tbe labour 

contr~act ·wae to .ensure tna t Hottentot& tto:ttld. not be kept 

.1lt ae"lce lndetlnitely. and tbat ·tbe7 would be p8i1d •. 
' 

JIO·st b1atonans ag!'ee about tbe i:nettea tl veness ot th1ll 

proi7ie'1on. l'JS.¢'M&llt!!n: tile le.bo-ur con't~cte provided no 

prctec.tton. Some pretext. could a1wa1s be tout\ f<>l'· 

refusing to dt.achttrge them. It tner were dlseb.arged, they 

m1ght encounter O:ttt.ltn1lty 1n get.t1ng a pass to look 
" (3,) ' 

tor- work el:a:ewbere • As tner ha4. ·to. nave· a fixed place 

of abode._ th.ey ve.re uswal]Jt forced to Btia7 1n "the S&'ttre 
to 

sre.a e-nd p·r-obably/work for tbe se.me etttplo)"~:. !nus •. 

tb.e trrann1cal appltct.J.t1on ot the east laws mtl.lU'J.ed 

t.be ·pNt:ectt•e intentions ot tne lttbou:z. eon~at,f~s: they 

were used to ·tie 4ottn and immob:iliaeq Bottentot la:'bour·; 
(4) ' 

. and they also ·a:ep~es·sed wages • 

. (~ . 
'file ,S.~pmtlJJsion ot .. iAJiftd.J% (le23-'1) d$:SCftbed how, 

lt Hottentots dld mane;ge· to get a dlscbarge,,. ·tnGl' ned f1:rst 

. to apply to tb.e t.tela-oornet tor a p8'.ss before ·tney eoald 

look tor worit ( whio·h. th.ey ,had ·~· have) elS'ewhere:. 1fn1,s 

/ pas.s_we.s onlY valid 1n tne t1e1d-cornet~* .It. the)f wl.ebed 

to· go tur·tber att,ela.. they llEkd ·to app~lT for e pass trom :. 

(1") 

.(g) 

($) 
(4) 
(6) 
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the, lal\ld4rt.>st:. ,'.ft;ae te~sue ot 'these ·was eubject to the 

·dlec~et1on Q:t ·tb$ or.tieers. ":tn tbe 'e'Xe.rei.ee of' tbts 
' 

41 ee~etlon neither -the l&nidros t nor tbe ·vel« ctlme.t 

are subJect to any control''• li'1'om thec e111:dencHt 1t seemed. 

ttter. were usus.lly ~llowed pa.esea· tor abou:t a w-eek.. Though 

. tbe .~~eord& eonteined a.e:es · wtter,e tb~Y ww& kl.~ to t1nd 

/ TIIJ'O~lt ·~mme~tel1a, oons1detr1ng dit:rtliutcu.~e and com.~wu.cat1ons,. 

e:v~n a week: flfa,.s not ver1 long. '!he Oommtse1on conaae:red 

tbe.t the pr1tnar.J concern of the ott1c1ale usa the laboln• 
. (l) . 

supply of· their owm dlst~lcts • 

;Haraas .arr"s= 'tha·t 1f' they obtain:etl a 41schttrg~,. 
' . 

' . 

· tbe1P ~pportutd.t1.es ot looktng tor- ~* . elsewl'lere were 
(2) . . 

'~tseve.rel3' e1rcunrr;eribed ~•. B'fld ttta't tbe adtatnlat!'at"ton or 
: . . (3) 

·ttte pas$ le.ws 1mmob111sed tbe ls.bou~ to~e • 'fb1s 1a 

co~hmed .bN ~u: !he Boqr,$ took ad,vant.ag.e of tbe 

provis1.o\1ls of 1809 .a·rJil 1912 to keep 'tile Bot-ten,tote ln 

service,: "!!h1l'S :ttte condition t>t serv1()e of ttu.a, an 

a&id.ttedl7 tree pet,tple •. was ;eomewbat ot the nature ot 
' (4) . . 

sla-very 8 • 

'labotU"· was et·rected b.Y ttle · admin1s;t'!:'tt't1on .ot tb$ pass 

laws, tftl1cn JJ)y .in ·tne' bands Qt tbe local o:trtoials." fbe 

I , 1~A- . 
_ .· · ~JfS:tem of iftt·rmer ~or.ne.t:s, wl th tar.m.er tntere.sta and 

:te:rm.er· tn ends bad ·a:'lrettdi' been eri tl:ets-ed b7 •n 
(~ . 

· ·arneveld .• 'bf· C:o-lltne. t;,y· the Ctrcutt Co'ttrt Ju.Qge:e 1n . 
- ., (~. 

· thQ1J- report -ot l:B12 · -and b1 tne commtes1Gn -or· Ittq.tnlit • 

'WO mentionad two •eases ll:l .!Jill1·ch f'leld-cu.)me·ts themselves 
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' ._ were· tined t'oP.1llegel dE¥:'t$nt1oa o,f S$PV&n.te... !be 

.evttienbe ~aett!a to· bear o'fzt "tbe conclusion ot ~be 

Couun'Jis!llton ot: InquirY .that tb.ougb lbQ&l oftto1als readily 

tnt'oreea the prDv1a1ons. whiob weJ't'-e 1n the t•t•"sta .of 

-tbe maten,. tbny were mttrke.Uy less fllspoeed to .toree 
. . . . . . {1')' . 

·ttto.s& in. tbe .interests 1lt tta·e :Hottentots • 

(a) 
~be paes prc.rv1a1.ons, were •strtngentlN entoroed :t". 

In 'terme ct th.e law,, all. Hotteittots be..4 to nave a paaa. 

•~All peraone we~:e empowttred ·to · dem&;nd ·-a pass tram .ant 

tiottentot wno appeared on tbe1r tat11ts,. and. ln ease ot 
. . . ~) 

. 'hl.a -not ·be.1ng _proVided wttb o:ae. ·to de11ver bi:m. up ••• , .. 

P~bablr .• ;not- only those Who appeat'ed on tbel~ ts.rms: 

.bY tt:Ie 1920's it bad be~~e ia rec.e1ved opi.n1on• ·tnat a 

:s9t~n:tot tcnmd. a'l'JfWbere w1 tnout a p&$.S ~ould b$ .a topped, 
. •· 

apprehend~ . .and .1~-dged 1·n .:1af.l. 'l'tl:ere be would stl\y 

until ble manter ol.air~ell. btm or lf' he bad none, tt'll ob'e 

wa-s foud• Ain e1tber hse ·tbe· expens•-s .-ot hie keep 
. ' '(4) 

would, be debited .agaln~t b.ie .futur,e wage.s •• 
., ,. 

~eal' a own .account. ot tbe .Cond1t1ons mder Wicb \. 
(5). . 

· ,comp~1 .. nt~s were lodged make tt cl·e&r. that. Hettentt;>ts 

would· be discouraged from going to o-ourt even when tbEtJ 

.: had '!f!l:trZ seriou.e grleYI!ne&;e. fne :ope:rat1<>n of the', pass 
.. -·. (;6)' 

SlShm mad$: 1t tt1t:f1t:ult to~ :tb.em to get to co~t • It 

· t.-h$1 bad tne. courage,. knoWledge l!J'ld good f'ortune to get 

there, .tney OQ'uld not ~k on a fa.lp hearing;. Not only 

. bact tney to ts;ee ·tlle b.andtQ!lps of a.tntoepne:r•'* lAnguage 
(7) 

ctttf.1()ult1e.s _an-4 tgnoran.ee , but tbe7 often be-4 ·to oon·tend 

w1 tb plrtlal e.nd .. a.1m17s w:i ttl wb1 te, ,Jttl!ige:$-.., 



Even tne Btgh Clot'IPt ot ~st1c$ in ·Ca.pe flown 

m(}st trapart1al of all tb:e Courts, leaned towa~a the 

.colonlets~ Gov-ex-nor· 'Clrad~ek~ on •na.sion.. f,sl.t: 

coastn1n:ed to cttmment on .l.n~Hl·equat• .tre~:teaoe,s; J>rawing 

tile attent1.o.n or the CMet' .;ruetto'e· to t1ve cases of a 

ttpeeullar ottarac ter• fr.Gtn tbe recoMe ot t~e High COurt 

· o.t Jus:ttoe, ttte Gotremor deee:Ptb~d; tne oen,tence- ot 

ba:ll4abntent 1n on$ murd~r ·Clit.se as na: mo(;Jkl:!r'Y o:t jttstloe.•; 

·wbl.~Q or ano·tne~ he wro·te;,. 

•ln mt op1.ft1on -~.. a more de11bera te -oold~blo~doo .scene 
ot persecution .an:d cruelty even 1mto death, ·wafl never 
exblbt,ted. · . 

. (ll 
!be sentence:: fbr.ee mo.n.tbs fmpriso:tn:n-ent lt.t* 

·fne 'b1ae -or· the •Qo.urts an4 tbe 4lapPGportionste 

e.enteooes lnipoeed o~ whites. and. E£(lttentot$ 1e v1vidly 
. (2) 
11tuetr.a.ted by a e&e$1 from the ttl.e.s of the mack ·Otroutt • 

·the oas·~ ts tbat elf Ttteuni.s Jq:tha \rllo: was cba.rg:ed. with 

~t.ll~treat1ng a sle:ve,., Dina a.nd her :a&-ugb.ter,t ·wbo 
. ~) . 

su:t)aequently dle$ • Qurler Mmselt ac:kcnowledged ·that 

the t.amil7 \fet'$ .. nntortous .tor tl1e1:r lll-tr-eatmeat o,t· 

,aerv'&.At'8' ami bad 'been wamed br btm tn. the~ ~et. 'file 

C'f>Ur'tl f'.Qun! ·that. ·tne aea:tn <~f the obtid wa,s oaused. bf· the 
(4) 

beta tlqg • tb:e J1t4pen·t: t;le Jls.ndd;tcu~t lf8-;e o:rd$.t"ed to, 

'•1'14h 1:\Qtbe.. CoJ>J', W'O ~ee.-d tne .-v14ence sa14 tt;It eeems 

$trange that. 'fStltf:le; 414. Jlo·t reoe:1ve# .as hter••a tc b~av~ 

dces~rv:ed: fliO~e &W¢Pe pun!..shment tnttn ttn.s l•'. 

tne juages, boweve~. compenaa'ted tor tbetXt len1ertei' 

tosttd& Bothe ·b,- ·tne1r seve~1ty towards a Rotten·tot. d'an 

(1) 
h~) 



tamager. 'fanragw bad gtven evtdenee np:inst Bottta. 'fhieb 

'the Court had. actttept!ed.. lle wa a, nowev~~~ in eonnect1on 

wttb tbi s ·ease, ~rround gn1l'tY of prem~lte.ted falsehood 
.. .(1) 

dd et'}nd$mned to b~rd laJ::oar tn · l!'Ons t'o't' tout' m:ontha tt· .• 

. J?erl'le.pn 1 t. wa$. the .leniency 1.11 tb: which the eour.ts tr• ted 
,· 

wtd.te oftenders (!.n caae:s aga!ne·t liottentots) tb,at :ted 
. (2) 

the Ootmnissi-on. or Inqtt.t1n ·to adv1GG':•· tn: '1.:92? ... wttb 

ref·erence to tne ·Cotnmt)il crime "rot aaltc1~uslv .shooting 

and wounding ot1leT-ts'J: tb.9,t. pene.l.ties· be made more· severe» 
(8) . . . . 

J-ega.f'dless G·t -colour • · 

.In: ~srJrta o:r tb:e .leoti leg-1:ela tton. tbe :ao tten·to·ts 

were •subject. to SW'Jlm.tary procedure, ·to .. Jlnp:r.teonmen.t. tor 

me.ld.ng e.rvr complaint at. a:t1. ana. to pt.m1stinieat almost 

by •.request:• of' their 1-afu.;ter~; in po1nt of d.eteil.t 

involVing · tile .inte!*preta tion end ap.pl1ce ·tton or ·ttae 

proi:;).e.$ilt1:(n1s, thEW· .stood tor Su:ft.e:r from the ant1pa.tl'let1e 

a.amtn!stra.tic.u~ of fe.:rmer f'ield•cornet,s:ii... Eve.n it th:ey 

· man~1ged to lodge $er1o·us ebarges. tbey vere unliltel:v 

to "cfJ!ve :a aympt\tbetle ,end lmparti~:tl 't.ri~.l~ Yet !'heal 

desc.rined these law as eontail:r:tltlg' ns.uple .. Pro:v:1e1on• :tor 

·th$· ~nforoem.ent. <>f the protective pMVist,ons• :and left 

1t ~ntirC'ly at.· ttle:t .• 
.:...~ . 

Wer~ ttl~ ·•~ett!f!;tJ!• ·to ·~mten 'fb.eal :l'let ~ea. 

"".er.. bans ecoMtnic ? · .Jansssns., Col.ltns .. Ool:an,el Bird (l.Sll) ... Y , '"It"· ·n • t~1ts •· · · - - · ~ • 

thti! Grew ComtrJ.e:eloners ·• ail contended the.t the . . Ul 
Hotttentots we;r.;~ itmo,st 1.:nadequate11 retilun&r&ted •· Nee.rly· 

50 ·per c:ent; of tne & t:tantc:te .1n the· tnter1oP •ended tt. 

1P'I! wi·tn no mo:re to· enow fo:r t..~eit" ·tsork ~tt wben.· tb.ey 
. ($) 
~.an. 1't· -w~ MaoMilla,n baa .argued. that· bJ 1mmob1ltstng 

.lttblnr ti·tne: f!;Sfl .law~ _p.otuallz . bad an . a~v$r.a~ .eFf,ec. t o·n 
(1) I ·4. .. · .. . . 
{2) air 'ibictt tim"e the a4m1n!·s~t1on ot justice Dad 

impro"ited th)ns1dera blf. 
1.· ·r:t·.\ f,l 1.'1. A '\J'~"t''f ~-
\4;.71 .=l:•>Y:• ~·~· ~· ..... ·~ P• ~· ~. . 

· (4) iiis a .. e Uolo . - , estion . P• 169, 
(6) a~bl:lm.. October 1934). P• 4:7 •. 
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xresea~hf!s on Rottenwt -.,g~.s tn .sel<eeted .apeas. t:ra-lb 

1805 ,.... l8115 anti 1.n 1-92.3;. sbow tba·t tb-ere WllS M 

tmpt-r>Y~ent in tbe ·eeoaomlc a1?.a.tu:a ot· thl:i· Ho~tentot$ 
{~ . 

. e:f'te,.- 1809. ·• Ju,.s.t b(;w low wa.g.es Wert!~ .is· 1n;M,catea b7 

tb.e r:epoit:'t. ·ot tile rn1ss;tonaf7 H~lm e.t Zuurbnl,ak•. "ale 

. wnge.B of' :HottetdiO:\s iti b1~ area wel"e .so low h~. :sa1d .... 

(ncti;: mo:r~ tbe•l'l+. ·4/6 .P'C~' mon·tttl ·tnat ntallf Hottentots 11ve4 

in lr'$ed~a u,.,,. W>.gran~l,, .not. be-cause they were a.v;erse 
. ..,,: I 

to ·wor.k(. '.·.· but b$Cau:oe tbet coUld support tnet:- ta=.U;$e 
.· . 31 

b'tteJ'· .•· From tnla :ev1de1»e .l:t ·would .seem. that the 

.. ~p~t:1on ot ·tb-e 1909 JAws ·wan ·to tbe eoonom1o dlattt'tVIlntage 

··:tit :in.~ fio·tt~ts. 

W!.rats 4oes· lmt ent1l"~l:r ~rae w1 th tate. . fi.e 
. . (4) . . 

tiD>ztees; that wage.a .w~:e ttVift"/!3 low' • erna. that tbe pass 1'-tTs 
.. t:> . . . (5) . . . 

. i,~b:t;Jl;sed le.boura • l.lowevw, ·becauae: at· t.btt pov$':rty -of 

.'tbfl .So:e!t's anci tbe ba~k-.rdt'l~es .and h"t1n.e-s·s o~:it tbe 

· }Iotten'tote. !t •n pe$$ps nnlikelJ- ·tnat· tbere .wonltl :bav·e 
. . . .. . .(6J . . . . . ' . . 
been. a rise sn~,- .• X .oftnnct og_re~ wi·th t(l;i,e a~e-nt. 

· lt le not. merelr thf,1t: t~~ 1mmQb1lt.eatton cot lnbo1l:ti 1n :a . . . 

tlt~le .~:£ ~S~a~1 ty ·• tind Hottentot· 1at>Gnr: -alwa:r:s Sie'lttied to 

be, i!JO'ttre.e .... 1J!O't'l1d te-ntt t~ ke~p wage,s doM:t.. But .~lso that 

b.otrever· P:OQ~ the, :'Colo~ eti..ll ·was., she -.a le.a11 poor 1n 
, / 
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expo-rte.. t.rrue',, Oa.pe 'l'o- gained moat; but •Even the 

te.ro-ott tront1er, tel~ the influence ot :pl'Osper1 tyn. 

Du:Mng l906-24t ttt-r example,,. the .number ot Ottttls,. 
·. U) . . . . ~· . 

/ ·trebl·ed · • fh1 s was, of course, a. per·iod ·~ ttl'$ ups 

find downs so ot1art~o<ifter1stic ~o·f South African econorn!c 

llte. 

Napoleonic We;r depre~u.d.on. Neve-x-theless., :lt t.s 

undeniable the:t tbere ws.~s an improvement in the economy 

of tb~ oountn • while there· does n.()t seem to tm.ve been 

ctf\UfJ\. Q slightly comparable improvement .1n the wage'S 0? 

l'ivlng cond1t1.ons o.t th.$ Bott·entots. So ottr conclusio·n 1s 

that ttl'S 1:909 legielat:ton .c,e:rtainly did not ae~1.st., and 

pro1"4bl1 retarded tt"ie 1tnprovemant ot tb.e 110onomte po.e'l t1on 

ot the Hottentots. 

Ret erring to the 9P:r,ent1C$Si112, r$gllla tions ot 

. 1812,· 'ltleal wrote in 'the Compendium that· the"" i!!J'nored - • - ( gf - il 'e!-

tbe rights of Hottentot par-ents ,, and that ttNo r~ulatian 

of the governmcent of tlle EG:st Illt11a .Co-mpany exe:eed·ed tl'lia 

in orueltya. 'In his litter. worke., be wrote: lt •ignored 

th'$ right of Hottentots to con·tro.l their chil<b?ert ...... . 

Bnt it 1.fl··eqttallJ true· the:t .it hB;d ·mora ·efteet tn :rat .. slng 

these people towards .c1 vil1r.a t1o.n tban Srfl other reg1l:lat1on · 
. .. (Z) . 

. evermade ooncerni~ tbem tt. 

The Apprent1cerm1p Proelame.tiott or 18'12, pl'OV1ded 

·that tne. ·'landdrost could. b.1:nd children. born on a term to 

tbe ·former,, or same other humane pereom, from tbe1r Sth to 

their 18th year without anr retlt\lfterat1on save food ana 

elotl:l1.ng. In 1.819~, it was extendeti. b7 So·mer1tet to orpba.ns. 

·(1) lb14· 
(2) g,ompend1um p. 205. 
(3) Theal <of" p. 34·0. 
(4) W:tra1.s · p. 118. 
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fh,ls law be.-e been widely snd .severely' ert·tlciaea: .• 

It was ·&a de;r!c.e to~ eeevrtng long•t$!~, .indentured 
{1} 

s.er~.nte~ •. ··wae subJerc.t tQ oUg.fltve flbu•es tt •.. eol.litts 

~"$ported tbat u.a child c&n seare:ely· crawl before tt 1s 
(2) 

tu.mtt« to some. pur-pose 'D. Age$ were o£t:en ·dlfftc-ul t. to 

d~term1ne. and tbi.s ld to· re·tention of tJae cn11dre.n 
., . .. ' { .· ' 

-3) 
be.Jond tbe legal period • tanddlN'tst :Stoek:en.etrcm. wlio 

1strppo:rted tbe 1809 Qo·de; strongly oppo.a.ea thette. mes.eu"res. 

Parents wer-e lotb. to leave their .:appr:entieed cbtldren,. so 

the qat em wuld J..ee;d ·to the perpetue 1 b-ondage of a 

te:m111. to tae farmer an4 thue furthsJ:t tmmobil1se Hottentot 
; (~) ' . 

lf;;bot~r-~· 

Wba t. ot · tbe .e.a;ua:ntages. qt which 'Thea'l speak$ ? 

Masters tlfere suppose-d to· in.strno·t tb~ir a:pprent1.ces ln 
(5) . . 

agriculture,. t.Jsetul ·work and._ :>eUgi·sn • In fa·ct~t as 
'· 

:tl:le '0ommies1on ot Inquiry po1ni~~ out. they w,er,e ''avere.e~*' 

to inst.l"Ucting tbem in peltgiO'll ; 11or did t1·e1d .... ctJrnets 

oro local offlo1fJ.ls- exert themselves to enroro:e ttJ.·ese or 

t1le .P:l'Otec tlve clauses. !bare was uc,oneidernble l&!dtyn. 

-o:n ·ttle pa:rt ,of loe~l. off1c.1a.ie .1J;t. eneu:ring thtft cl'i114ren 
. ,,, 

we~e ,not ete tained beyond th1!1: pre.serlbed pel-1~ • . .FUrthermore. 

the llihddr.oat · 'trequently .. • • .S\lp-ported tile master•ilt 

praten$1<ttns ·to the Bf9r'V1oee ot Eottentc·t ctd.ldnn Q.ll v.ery 
' . ' (8)1, ' . . . . . 

s11gbt grounds • 

':here 4oe:$ not eeem to be a,ny Em.ppor:t ·tor Wnea.l•.s 

. contenttone tMt a.ppren;tlces· ·w~)?e e:dequa;tel;y protectetl 

.ag!l11'l&t. ,abuse or· ·Utat apprenttees'btp ·b!td cttmore etreot 1n 

ra.1:e1.ng tbesa people tot~rdg ci-vill!titt!on than any ottler 

1 s; 
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!heal's acc·ount ot the Hottentots dnt"ing this 

pertad 1s eone,tstentlN 1m.fiequ&.te<tl:n& misleading, many 

ot tlis ooater;.tio® contllct w1 th, ttte evidence. wnile 
:tor otb0l"s tbere 1e. no support. Bttt the mclst at~k1ng 

feature is his consistent om1o·s1oa of a whole body ct 

facts: the~e ls little or nothing tn tile ,pages Qt 

his l'l1:stot7 to 1nd1cat~ tile :most essential teature·s ot 

Bott.entot lite lit t_.hls time - lanil:e&:snee.ef pove~ty, low 

wag.as, ill-tre~tment.. inadequaczr i?f t1,1e law. pet"tte"llty 

ot o-tt,1e:1als_, abu.eee or ,apprent1c<tshlp.. It .ls one tntng 

·~io say tb.~t 'tb$se con41 t1ont:~ ~ere .J~1.rtlttable or 

inevita.ble •. as Oor; tends to 4o; but 1s 1.& anottl~r to -4enr or lgrt<)re tbem., ~here is room rcr 41~greetn!'H'1t.,. 

t-or dltf:er:ences .1n 1nterpretat1ofi and op1nton re tbe 
,/ -

·Condl t1oas of thee Bott,entots 4Uid. · 'tb>e effects ot tbe 

laws upon. tnem: but the $d.atenee ot ·eerta:tn outstanding' 

teatu.Pe£' f'Jf ttletr 1.1ve~ is· indteputable and 1n,eseapable • 

. It 1n ooA-e-etvabl:e tbe.t f'a.e-al• $. later r·esea~bee 

coUld. nave made b1m a~·re ot other rea.ltt,l.es of the 

0Qlon1al :situat1en wi:li.etl. he bad prevl.ou~lf neglected • 

. I.t 2.e not :conceivable tb.St on th'B basts ():t the netJ! 

.a.oeuments .be .c~uld now be 1:$4 to dell!l tbe fe,ets wtett he 

J.~.d ·prev1ou·sl:y reeogntaed •. , en the oon·tre'"• the new 

evidence yhlob be acoumul.atud gl ves more details ot .and 

support to these ·t;rutbe., n:e wrtlte hiB acuo"'.h'lt .i'n full • 

-~Y 1n ~uller• kn()wl.edg,e o.f the . .fact .a •. , Bct'o~ establlsl'llng 

tilts, w-e m1gtit 11ote· t~:t thtJ e.tteot of the:s~ d1.sto"Ptions, 

~t1srepresentat1ons, ,om1J.l1ai.ons) ts. invariably, a.s .Prof'e;gsor 
(l} 

J.~ra:is pcint;ed eut • to t1l.t the· 1:8lanoe in ta.vouro of' the 

,~piJ:an eo.lon1ata and e.gainst t,.lle ll'Qn-Eut"Opt1lans ·a.na., those 

Who Qh9:,tnpi;O'ned tne1r 1nterests: •. 
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How do we know tb.at ·ibe wrote in full possession 

ot the tao ts ? In his bibliographies 'rh.eal lists and 

in his documentary collections he includes most ot the 

evidence which has here been compared with his history. 

Amongst the relevant documents conte.1ned in the Records 

ot the Cape Colonz, tor example~ are the reports or 
1 

\l) (2) 
field-cornet van Ryneveld (1801) , Collins (1809) , 

(3) 
the Circuit Commission ot 1812 and the full report or 

(4) 
the Commission of Inquiry (1823-7) • 1'he BelangriJke 

Bistorische Dokumenten contains many relevant documents 
(5) . 

including the Repo.r-t-1! of General Janssens • Amongst 

relevant bluebooks which Theel lists in his bibllogrs.phy 

are Ahe Report of The Select Oommi ttee on Aborigines 

(1836, \.7) and fapers zoela ti ve to the Gondi tion and 
(6) 

Treatment of the Native Races (Parts I and II. 1835). 

In addition, the Archives contain many documents -

court cases, labour contracts, landdrosts reports some 

ot which • he claimed a great many - Theal must have seen. 

Historians who nave used them, whatever their qualifications 

.and differences, generally agree that although some or 
·the colonists' critics may have exaggerated or generalised 

•the volum,e of evidence that there were flagrant abuses 
(7) 

was too great to be ignored tt. 

!hezoe is, tooi the corzooboratory evidence of 

)J-/ observers- ~ot only Barrow, Philip, Fairbairn and Pringle; 

but Janssens, Dunds.s, Thompson. Burchell, Le. trobe ·and 

(l) Vol. IV P• sa rt. 
(2) Vol. VI P• 340 t:t; Vol. VII P• 20 tt:. 
(3) Vol. VIII P• 288 tt. 
(4) Vol. XXXV 
(5) deel III. 
(6) Theal (d) p. 446. 
(7) !he (!al2e Colour ~est1on P• 90. 
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Stoo'kenetrom. '!'heal 1W1ls f'untl1av t-11 tn tbe wri t1ngs ot 

s,ll these m:en. He 11sts them in hie bibliographies and 

ar.,s~sses e.nd cri t1c1s~s 1meir wol"'k• 

'lhettl•s work throughout this period - on vagrancy, 

th:e lSlt1¢k Oircult. Sl~t·gtt~~re Nek.;; 1C~ .. t River, tbe British 

t!!ke-overa. tbe misatone, bis compa.M.son or tllle L.M. s. 
lnd, Mota.'IJ!,an.e, the tt-orrtl·e~ ·- we. s marked and rendered 

. . + . • • . 

u.nt-eUaJ.)le and, 1nad.equ9:te by the atstortlon, 

m1$xoepJie'sentat1on, suppression waleb .cnarta.oter1sed. hi.s 

aooount of the Hottentots. ~ck ot time and space lle.,s 

forced 'fne to cut out most of my work on tt11s period; 

~~. but ~ sllall give a $election of brlef examples. 

'l'laee.l• s account of the lte.t River- Set.tlemen.t !:s . ,' -~· -~-.----_-· -·-,_-- ·: ... ~ 

·unsa t1$tac~()·:ry. 'Amc,-ngs t ctber tb11V£s ~ b.e clll1rne the. t 

· there i.e ngood groW'ld·" tor bel!.eving ttmt· tb.e ·Hottentots 
' . 

wer~ ready to Join the J{aff1r.s when they 1nvaQ.~<ll tlle 

Golotl1 in Deoember 1834.. The ~{at tit's did not attack tb.e 

settl.emert.t; later 1 t "beoa.me known to a 0·P.)r:ta1nty tbllt 

most ot the Hottentots at th.e K.a t Rt veP .b.acl e.ctuallY been . .. . . (1) . . . . 
we.v&ring '"• 'lfhf) ltottentot soldiers at Fort Willshire 

. (2) 
tc;o, arrfH'lged to betr&y· the post, but' lost. courage • How 

. does he account tor 'the taot tnat· tl~ey did not Jo1n the 

lnvadttre 'l 1The p!'esence of a m:tli t&.ry post. Fort 

.BeautGr~, J'iot~ tar down tb.e .lat River;· «.aoted as a check 
' (3) . 

upon 1naurre~tio!l tt;; ·ib:~ Rev .. ft-E:ad w•s a$nt away fJ'om 
,, . 

~ne se1ftlement.)wn11e <Japt. Al'l'lltrtl"ortg k.ept an ere on the, 
(4) 

.ottentots. l!f'a'l tbese tneanatt •n 1nsurre(),1on was prev~nted •• 

(l) 
.(2) . 

. (3) 
(4) 

P• -12~ 
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tn CU7le:r• s b.an4Wr1 · 1onntain1t!! tbe :p•ot·e ot all ·the· 
(.l) . . ·. 

)allege. tt·ons except one • • !bese· ·Aoo:utnetlt:s 'WGl'tl later: 
:(2} 

-pUbltsb.ed 1n the Appelld.llr to bl.a.Jles®rcbeo· • 'Iori. 

$ ate.:r-n ·Of Pb111p•s:. wrote of· !tben. 

•twnate;ve:- doubt ma:v be enterte1ned as it); the c:rttttemen:ts 
conte:ined in tn& botly or ·that book - o!' a .. s to ·tbe 
mot1vae .. • • • ttae actual letters wb1cb pa.esetl. betnen 
the· m1ss1onari&fl am local author! ties a:re tree 
•et"tect• s.na unAoub'tedlJ" giv-e tl:le tru:e state ot the 
eas-en {3). fltiotw1tbst&ml1ng .Sir Donk1a• s sta t-eme,nts 
·tc;. tbe contrary 1 th.e .menti.otted abotte were . .tn ell 
probab1l1t7 true •• .,. ftere etl:n be: no doubt but tbnt the 
.CEtseG ot torcett. lallour ment!.oned .11\ tbese •re 
only e: 'Vet7 .taw ot a le!'ge number ..... ' ( 4l .. · . 

eon adds. eGmewbat· nafvel:, tbnt by. daing 

ott!cttll.s lat.d open to charg ... · ·_es 
. . ... - (I). 

ilW'hlt;h men like would. $e1ee upon wl:tb 
- . . . . . 

: to 111-treatmen$ o? forced labotU", but whtil'tber the 

mlseloMrt·es :Should nave a' .a.ll... trnderly1ng 

QQryt s · trau tba' wbile tbe were true 

'tbe· tdsatona-rl-e-s· .ehouli! ·not bave :complalneu. t:e an 

·exclusive :concern witn:. tbe interests of the w111 tes• 'l.'l11s 

suppe.rt for tbe· supremacy of 'fr!b!te 1n·tereste t.s ,ribrtously 

·at tbe root fJf t-beai'•s tnterpttets.ttnn too, and lt 

.1e ·to O!'Jmpare tb:tmt. C:or.t 1s,. ·on tb$ wh.ol.e, 

honest about hts· post t!on ; nor does be deny the.t 'the 
..._..:c:. 

system bore bard. on tbe non-t<lh1tes. Be r:epor'ts what tlte 

evtdenoe ·t-ells him 1e true, and not d1eto·pt a.nd 
.· · 

suppress taets. He BJ' disapprove ot s policy., bat . 

be ne.ttber dlsto-ttte tbe tae:ta about po'lt:o::v .nor r:e.sorts ·. 

to· :anA .statements about tbe man• a· 






















































































































































































































