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quantitative) and secondly scholarly writings to explore pertinent concepts in 

depth (for example the occurrence of stigma). 

The collaborative interpretive processes used in the construction of data are 

portrayed in Figure 1. It illustrates how participants, in the telling of their 

stories, placed emphasis on influences from micro environments. This was 

shown by a triangle-shaped arrow with the emphasis (depicted by a darker 

shade) on micro influences. The identical inverted shape depicts the 

interpretation of the participant's story within social contexts that bring into 

play those influences that originate from macro environments. The connecting 

lines show how interpretations were made across the experiences of 

participants. 

Figure 4.1. Linking data construction with analysis and interpretation across 

systems 
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Figure 4.2: Analysis and Interpretation 

Analysis of 
Nanative (or 
Paradigmatic 

Analysis) 

Nanative 
Analysis 

(Emplobnent of 
Stories) 

It became evident mid-way through the process of data collection that the 

developed categories accommodated influences from new interviews; in other 

words, no new categories were required to capture the influences that 

emerged. 

4C.B.4. Participation of participants 

Savin-Baden and Fisher emphasised the participation of research participants 

in our research processes as one of the strategies through which 'honesty' is 

negotiated (Savin-Baden and Fisher, 2002). I made every attempt to include 

participants in the process of knowledge construction. Further participation 

was eliCited through the adapted process of member checking. Most 

participants engaged comfortably with the ideas presented and would relate 

examples from their own lives when they agreed with the categories 

presented. Some categories elicited in-depth discussion, either because 

participants found relief in the knowledge that other participants shared their 

experiences, or because they did not immediately identify with the category. 
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