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INTRODUCTION 

The folloYJing work consists o£ a .study of the morphology of some o.f 

the Central Shona diuec~groups, with two prefatory chapters which deal 

"With Central Shona phonetics and phonology. 0£ the Central Shena: dialect­

groups I have taken .Zezuru as my standpoint. It is true that the main 

differences between the dialect-groups lie in phonetics and vocabulary 

and not in .morphology; nevertheless the work has a Zezuru. slant to it 

while applying very largely to the Kar.anga and Manyika dialect-groups 

,as well. . I think I may claim to present here a Central Shona: morphology. 

Tihere .special .forms exist peculiar to a single dialect-group or to a:, 

single dialect, I have indicated their incidence • 

. For my Ze'Zuru information I have relied, in the main, on the Shawasha 

and Mbire diQleets. The Ka.ranga which I present is tha.t o£ Govera, (e.g • 
• 

the form found in Yrs. c.s.touw:t s Manual of ChikQI"anea) with some Uari 

which is presented as an eXtreme form of Karanga. The Ma:nyika presented 

is that of the Unyama. and Guta dialects. I have not used Karombe 'Which 

is termed by Professor Doke the peak form of Manyika. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

Sli.ona. dialect-groups are referred to according to the following ab-
-. . -

breviatioris s 

?.'he Zezuru dialect-group as Ze., 

the Karanga. 11 it as Ka. ; 

the Manyi.ka " n as M.a., 
the Korekore ·li tt as Ko., 

. .. the Ka.lm1ga u '* . as Kl. · 4 . . 
Individual dialects are.referr.ed to aCJPI'ding to their full names; e.g. 

Govera, Mt.~.ri etc. 

I ha.vo referred to the following langua-ges in abbrev.tated formt 
. . 

Afrikaans as· Afrik. 

English as Eng. 

Ndebele as Nd. 



"-S l~g. 

Portuguese as Port. 

A figure in brackets following a substantive indj.cates the noun class to 

Which the foregoing subst<mtive belongsJ e.g. munhu (1) "· The .figure (l) 

indicates .that murthu (ferson) belongs to the lst noun ~lass. 
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:PART 1 

PHONETICS AND PH 0 N.O L 0 G Y 
. . 

----------------·-------~-----~------------------

1. · The first two chapters or this. work are concerned 

with the sounds w'h1ch occur 1nthe dialects under study 

and with the sound-changes which some of these sounds 

undergo ·or ·Of which they ·are the products. ThE) chapter 

on tba phonetics gives the sounds. ot Zezuru, Kara.Qge. and 

l!any1ka. 1n barest· outline~ It also serves to introduce 

the orthography used throughout the wor.k. A fuller 

treatment of the sounds waa not considered necessary 1n 

v1e·w ot the exhaustive treatment they have already received 

in. Prof'~ssor Doke' s C.Q.I!!Ur§:!!1v~~Y.4I_!!LISQna_fbQg_et1c§!. 1 

f~ost of the ma.ter1a.l dtecussed. 1n the second chapter, 

under the aspect or sound-change, w111 also be fo.und in 

the same work. though here some new material has been. 

added and. further processes of sounli-change discussed.. 

' 1. The Un1 vers1 ty of the \11 twatersra.nd Press, Johannesburg, 
1931. 
\1ha.t 1s now required is a systema.t11le study into the 
tonal d1mens1on of Shona sounds so that the phonemes 
may be d1st1ngu1shed 1nto their ton.emee and the 

.. tonolog1oal changes distinguished within the phonological. 
'I'h.e tonal d1mens1on 1s also missing trom the morphology, 
though tonal evidence has been adduced in a few places 

·where the purely phonetic data could not provide the 
necessary ·clues. · Lacking the tonal treatment, the 
present work 1e obviously incomplete, 1f only because 
much of the morphology w111 remain ha.lf'-un1eretood 
until the tonal gap 1s filled in. 



CHAFTER I 

PHONETICal 

2. The sounds in Central Shona may be divided into 

the vowels and vowel combinations, the semi-vowels, the 

consonants, the consonant combinations and the consonant~ 

semi-vowel combinations. They will be treated 1n this 

order. 

3. I. The vowels. 

There are five vowels in Shona, 1) two high vowels, one 

forward and one back, 2) two medium vowels, one 

forward and one back, and 3) one low vowel. They 

are represented on the following chart.2 

Front 
( 1 )• 

tO 

(2) ·--

0 
e .. 

(3) 

(4) . 0 
a 

Back 

-(7) 
a 

(6) 

. ( 5) 

1. Professor Doke has dealt very fully with the phonetics 
of all the dialect groups of Shona 1n A ComRarative 
Study in Shona Phonetics, University of the Witwatersrand 
Press, Johannesburg. 1931 pp. 298. 
A somewhat shorter account is his Outline of Shona 
Phonetics,pp. 37-75 in the ~~ort on the Unifioat1on of 
the Shona Dialects presented to the Legislative Assembly 
of Southern Rhodesia in 1931. PP• 156. 
Of. also Lesson 1, Orthosta~bl and Pronunciation by 
Rev. B.H. Barnes in-01 Neil, p.l. 
Phonetic script is used in this section to represent 
the sounds and to transcribe the examples in which they 
occur. The corresponding symbols 1n the current 
orthography are given 1n brackets. 

2. Taken from Doke, Shona Phone1!~· par. 44. 



4. !h!-~iSQ_vowels. 

!he high vowels are i (i) and u (u). Both the high forward 

vowel i and the high back vowel u are pronounced with 

somewhat lower tongue positions than those found in the 

case of cardinal vowels 1 and 8 respectively. Vowel 1 has 

a medium lip-spreading and vowel u medium 11pwround1ng. 

e.g. ini (1n1) (1) 

uku (uku) (this) Demonstrative qualificative, class 
15. 

The medium vowels. 
----=-=~~~~-

The medium vowels are e (e) and o (o). 
~ ~ 

These are found. 

with tongue position between cardinal vowels 2 and 3 1n 

the case of e, and between cardinal vowels 7 and 6 in the .. 
case of o • .. 

e.g. h~rf!? (here?) (eh ?) 

gqm~ (gomo) (hill) 

6. The low vowel. 

The low vowel is a (a). Its tongue position is between 

cardinal vowels 4 and 5, being much nearer to the former 

than the latter. 

e.g. a~a (aoa) (these) Demonstrative qualificative, 
class 2. 

Vowel a has almost a neutral lip position. 

7. II. The vowel combinations. 

In Shona, vowels are commonly juxtaposed. 

e.g. naiJ! (naiye) (he also) 

-taura (taura) (speak) 

kuambuka (kuambuka) (to ford) 

kuera (kuera) (to be sacred) .. 
kuita (ku1ta) (to do) 

ku~ma (kuoma) (to get hard) 

kuumba (kuumba) (to mould) 

-reoei? (re~ei~ (say what?) 
\ .. 

8. But with some speakers, a very light semievowel 

may be heard between vowels, the palatal j (y) before 



a, i and e, the labio-velar w (w) before u and o. 
~ ~ 

e.g. kujambuka (kuyambuka) (to ford) 

-re~eji? (re~eyi?) (say what?) 
" " 

kujera (kuyera) (to be sacred) .. 
-tawura (-tawura) (speak) 

kuw~ma (kuwoma) (to.get hard) 

These intrusive semi-vowels are irregularly shown in the 

current orthography. 

9. Another alternative to Juxtaposition is the 

diphthong in the case of the vowel combinations a1 (ai) 

and. ou (ou) 
/'\ 

e.g. mai (mai) (mother). Cp. alternatives: mai; maj1 

mhou (mhou) (ostrich) .. . . . . . . . mhou; mhowu . .. 
Diphthongs in Shone. appear to be always falling, the 

more sonorous vowel coming first. 

10. A double vowel, viz. a vowel combination of 

two 1dential vowels, has an alternative in the long vowel • 
. 

e.g. ndaa kuenda (ndaa kuenda) or nda: kuenda (ndaa kuenda) 
.. cp.nda~a kuenda (I am 

.. going) 

-teerera (teerera) (obey) or -te:rera (teerera) ... . .. ... ... 

Long vowels are often the result or the elision or the 

semiwvowel ~ (~} in Ze. 

cp. -r~~t~ka (-re~eteka) (speak) and -r~~~t~ka (-re~eteka) 

11. III. The semi•VO!!!!• 

There are three semi-vowels in Shona, the palatal, the 

labio-velar and the lab1o~dental. 

12. The Qalatal semi~vo!!l· 

The palatal semi•vowel j (y) is pronounced very lightly 

and nits presence when it acts as an intervocalic 

semivowel, especially before the vowel i, is scarcely 

perceptible'.n •1 

e. g. -uja ( -uya) (come) 

aja (aya) {these) Demonstrative qualificative, 
class 6. 

r:-noke, Shona Phonetics, para.199. 

' ,., . 



·The lab1o-velar sem1 ... vowel. ___________ ........__ ___ _ 
· The la.bio-velar semi .... vowel w (w) is also very lightly 

pronounced. In Ma. it oorre epond:s to Ka. " (I!)) and . 

Ze. ~ (~). 

e • g, kuwa ( kuwa) ( to f.a.ll) 

w.anhu ( "anhu) · Ma.. (people) 

14. The labio-dental sem1.-voweJ.. 

The lab1o•dental sem1•vowel~(l!)) ls a loose. fr1ct1orilese 

variety of the J.ab1o .. dente.l fricative v, but 1 t is not 

related. phonem1cally to it. Some speakers tend. to give 

·~a slight friction, but this is very different from the 

heavy friction heard in the consonant. 

In Ze. fi oorrespond.a to Ka. \? and Ma.. w. 

e.g. ~anhu ("anhu) Ze. (people) 

15. IV .• The consonants. __ .......,.. - -----
The consonants in Central Shona may be divided into· the 

ll!ain consonants, viz. those of single articulation, and 

the .Q2!D:QOung,vtz •. those .w1th.double articulation. 

16. (a} The 21rnn oonsonan.ts. 

The · pla.in-e.o.~-tnclude tbe .. axpl.os1.vsa ,Jhe.....J:r.1.o.at1Y-e.s .• _. 

the rolled and lateral consonants, and the nasals. 

' 
Explos 1 vee in Oentra.l · Shona are produced e. t four .POS i tiona,.....__~ ... 

the bilabial, the supradental, 1 the prepalatal~ and the...___ 

velar. They ara found. both vo1oeless and voiced. 

The voiceless explosives are p (p), t (t) and k (k). 

They are accompanied with noticeable, but not heavy. 

-------------------------
1. Some speakers approach the dental position 1n these 

sounds, others the alveolar. The same is the case 
w1 th the fri aa t1 ve s s and z and the nasal n • · · 

~. The prepalatal explosives ar:e found only in 
combination with their homorganic fr1aat1vea, vts. as 
T:J andJJ, written e and J in the current orthography. 

J 



aap1r_at1ort which is . not recorded here. In Ma.. an 

aspirated voiceless velar, the consonant combination 

kh (kh) • ts phonemically distinct f'l"om k, the slightly 

as pi X" a ted. · 

e.g •. -pa. ( -pa} (give) 

... t1 ( -t1). (say) · 

ct3~tf e. ·( jeca.)- ( se.nd) 

aka (a.ka) (this) ·Demonstrative q,ual1f1cattve, 
class _13.· 

The voiced explos1Vel!f are b (b), 4 (d), ct, and g (g). 

These sounds are fully vo.1aed. .' 

e.g. mubemhe (mubemhe) (donkey) 
~ . ~ . . :· 

d1bu (d1bu) ·(noose trap) 

· J?>~tfa ( jeca) (sand.) 

gomo (gomo) (hill) 
~ .. -



18,. 2} The fricatives. 

The fricatives in Central Shona are produced at seven 

positions; the b1.la.p1al, the ~abio-dental, the supra.dental, 

the prepalatal, the palatal, the prevelar and the glottal • 

. ! With the exception of the b11a.b1al fr1ostive, these are 

all found voiceless and voiced. 

The voiceless frleat1ves are: 

le.b1o•dental t (f); 

supre.denta.l e (e) ; 

prepalatal r. ( sh) '; 

e.g .... fa ( .. fa) (die) 

palatal 

pre velar 

glottal 

·91; . 

K (x)2; 

h (h)3; ··. 

The voiced fricatives are; 

b11ab1al "(").; 

la.b1o•dental v ( v) ; 

supra.dental z ( z) ; 

prepalatal 

palatal 

pre velar 

glottal 

3(Zh); 

A.l • 
or ' 

t (g)2; 

h (h).'; 

e.g. 

-sara (•sara) (remain) 

1[ e._ ( ishe) (chief) 

~~qa. (•tya) Ka. (fear) 

-rasKwa ( •ra.swa) (be ·thrown away) · 

khamba. . ( khamba) Ma. (leopard) 

-"a (-"a) Ka.. (become) 

1vu (1vu) (soil) 

z1z1 (z1z1) (owl) 

313a (zhizha) (rainy season) 

-~:Ta. (-dye.) Ka. a.nd Us.. (eat) 

-\:)~z~wa. (-"ezwe.) (be carved) 

Aame. (hama) (relative) 

1. These' sounds ooour only in combinations, viz. Ka..(Go"era.) 
-l<;e. (fear), *lta (eat); Ma. (Unyama.) .... t9a (tear); 
-l!~a (eat). There are no exactoorrespond.1ng symbols 
in tne,current orthography for these fr1oe.t1vee. The 
d1~rapha -tya and Mdya are used throughout Shona to 
represent the words 'eat' and 'fear' whatever their 
phonetic form. 

2. These sounds are not always indicated in .the orthography. 
JE 1e indioattld by x in Ka. when occurring 1n1t1ally in a 
oonaonant-semi-vowelf, G .g. xwa.nd.a (basket). Both 
fr1eat1ves are 1nd1eated by x and g when oocurrtns after 
p and b respectively; e.g .... tapxa (phon.'"" tapJ£a}. 
{be captured.) ; ""i"obga. (phon. ...l"?b¥-) Ka. (be be a teri) • 

3. In the dialects under study th1s sound occurs only 1n 
combination with k, forming kh. But note that 1n Ko; it 
occurs in a variant of tu-, the prefix of class 1~, in ___ ,,.,_ 
the t'orm hu•. Also 1n the combination hw- as e. variant 
of Hw-. Of. Doke, ShO!,!! Phonetics, para.l6l. 



19. Of these sounds, the voiced bilabial fricative 

" is foun.d. only 1n Ka., the vo.ioelese glottal fricative 

h, as pronounced as this, onlY 1n Ma. as the esp1rat1on 

or the velar explosive, viz. kh • 
. ' 

and voiced, viz. K B:nd ~· occur only in consonant or 

. coneonant ... eemiti!tVOl'Iel comb1ns.t1ons. In Ka.., but not 

elsewhere, i£ may OCCUr alone With the semi-vowel,, th1S 

combination correspOl"ii1ng to the Ze. tek.w or tsHw, skvr 

or SKW; tkw or txw.l 

·e.g. Ke .• muKwi (muxwi) (stamper) cp. Ze.mutskw1/mutsKW1 
(Mutswi) · 

Kw1za (xw1za)· (giraffe)· Ze .skw1za(sKwiza 
(sw~za) 

•oaM:wa (•6a)(Wa)(be caught)· Ze.•6atkWa/•6atKWa 
( .. f3atwa) 

The palatal tr1ca.t1ves, both vo1celese and. 

voiced, viz •. g and. :r, occur only 1n comb.inat1on w1 th the 

voiceless and voiced flapped lateral, and. the suprad.ental 

voiceless explosive e.s in the examples. . 

~-------,-~ 

1. Of .• Doke, Shone.Phonet1os, par.233. 



20. 3) The rolled consonant. 

'The r.olled consonant, r" (r),.ie an alveolar- trill. 
j 

In Ka., 

the flapped <lateral ~epla.eea r before the vowel 1, ·and 

i eomet'tmes before ~. 

· • · e.g. -r1ra (-r1ra.} (aound) 

auli (durt) Ke.. fmortar) 

. I 

cp .• durl (cfur1) Ze. Ma. (mortar) 

-l!eoa, .. ( -ret?a.) Ita. (say} 

op. -r!~ (-ret? a) . Ze • (say) 

21. 4), The late~alq. · 

· In Ka.., the flapped lateral l (r) .appears before. the vowel 1, 

· and eoetimes before vowel e., instead of the more usual r. 
. . . ·~ 

• 
' It ts also round 1n certain Ka.. and· )(a. dla.leete, v1z. Jena. 

Duma, Gooera in Ka., and Unyama 1n Ma., in combination with 

the voiced palatal fricative .J • 

. e.g. -1-!e. ( -dya) (eat) 

: A voiceless form or this lateral ls found in Gooer~1n 

combination with the voiceless palatal fricative e. 

~·S· -lqs. (-tya) (fear) 

Both voiceless and voiced flapped laterals are alveolar. 

22. The prepalatal fricative laterals, both voiceless 

and voiced, v1z. cf and ~ , 1 occur both 1n Ka. e.g. (Mart) 

, and 1~. (e.g. Guts.), 1n wh1ch latter case they are found 1n 

combination with the palatal sem1-vowel. 
,-

e.g. Ke,. -fa (-tya) (fear) ·· 

-~ (•dya) (eat) 

Ms. ·ij a (-tya) (fear) 

-~Ja. (-dye.) (eat) 

-----------·----·------
1. There 1e no exact equivalent to these sounds in the 

current orthosre.phy, but the comb1nat1.ons in whtoh 
they occUr are represented by ty and dy respectively • 



23. 5) 

The nasals in Central Shona are produced at four positions, 

the bilabial, the supradental, the prepalatal and the velar. 

TheeA are m (m), n (n), p (ny) and o (g). 

e.g. ma1 (ma1) (mother) 

-na (~na) (ra1n) 

tJ-1ka (nyika) (le.nd) 

ioe. (ioe.) (chap on the hand) 

The nasal m may become syllabic as the result of the 

elision of vowel u in the prefix mu~ (classes 1 and 3) 

when this is in an unstressed position and occurs before 

bilabial and suprad.enta.l consonanta.l 

e.g. mp~r!k~dzi (muperekedzi) (leader: 

pame~r~ (pamueoro) (on the head, on top) 

In Ka. and Ze. p is produced without the centre of the 

tongue being in complete contact with the palate so that 

a alight rarefaction may be produced resulting in a very 

slight cl1ck.2 Both bilabial and supradental nasals are 

aspirated, consonant combinations mh (mh) and nh (t'lh) 

being formed • 

.......__ ___________ . __ 
1. cf. Doke, Shone. Phoneticst par. 88 

2. cr. Doke, op. ott. 95. 



24. Chart of plain conaonants.l 
~~ 
i 

B1la- Lab1o- Supra- Alve ... Prepal Pal- Pre- Velar Glot-
bial dental dental ~2.1~~~!!. a tal velar._ ___ .• t§!__ 

;Expl• V1 p · t Lt) ·k 
.oe1ve Vd b · d .let) g 

Fri a- Vl -----r---9~---:,:=y ;---:-{'97"" :fii..:..-:-.:. · ·-f~ 
at1 ve Vd. ... ?--. .... ~- ~ ... _. _ _!._,_-...... ---~· 3 _ ( ~) . ( t> n · .. 

. -- ~ ......_.........___ ___ _ 
Rolled. r 

lLater•Vl --· -(~)- ·:,_-. --------------·----···-··--·-~ 

!al Vd --·---·----..--· _ _l ______ .;...c·~,__ __ 

Nasal __ .m_~ ____ n ______ __£ _____ , ... -w-~-----

~5. b) The 22_m:Qgu¢.. oona~~n!!.!i 

Compound · consonants a.re · produced. w1 th a.rt1 cJulS. t ion performed 

simultaneously at more than one point; In Central Shona. 

·such consonan.ts are ·the lab1al1zed. and 1mplos1 ve conaon.ants. 

26. 1) The lab!~~\~2d oonsoruu\ts. 

The alveolar-labi.alized consonants $ ($) and z (z)are the 

.voiceless and voiced ~lveolar fricatives pronounced with 

simultaneous 11pwround1ng. 

e.g .... $1lta (-~ika) (arrive) 
-za.ra (•zara) (give birth) 

Other labialized consonants are not found eave 1n combinations 

with ~ and t• These are the labialized voiceless alveolar 

exploa1 ve ~ (t), the labialized voiced al veola~ explosive 

4 (d) and the labialized alveolar nasal r; (n). Of these 

sounds ~ occurs in combination w1 th 5h 4 and. "1' in 

··combination with z. 

e.g. te1mb~ (t$imbo) (atic~) · 
14za (idte.) (new) Adjeot1va,l qua.l1f1cat1ve class 5. rrz 1mb~ ( nz 1mbo ) (place) 

. 1. Consonants indicated in brackets are found only in 
combinations with other sounds. 

~"·· 



"In moat of the Us.nyika dialects, ••• the lip- .. 

rounding ts so extreme with the labialized fr1cat1ves, that 

the acoustic effect of tho explosive elements of these 

affricates 1s far· mora that of p and b than that oft and d, 
' 

and to 1n11ca .. te this extreme labialization we use the 

symbols R and ~ , forming the affricates ~~and ~{, .nl 

·Similarly, in these diaJ,eote, the nasal heard in combination 

. with z is more m than n. This combination is wr1 tten ny~ • 

In the orthography, these_ comr>ounds"ooourring initially are 

·'written ps, · bz. and m~. 

e.g .... ~sa ( ... pea) (burn) . 
.- ~zinya (b~inya) (press) 
-~~oga (~mteoga) (dodge) 

~8. Other labialized ·consonants occurring in 

combination with s and t are the prevele.r fricatlves in 

consci:nant; ... semi ... vowel combine.tions; These ar~ K and. t. 
; They are not indicated in the current orthography. 

~ . . 

e.g.-ta~Kfa (•te.~wa} (be mounted) 
-.kw~"·f~fe. ( -kll·e~wa.) (be drawn) 

29· 2)· The 1mplos1ve_gQ_t!eonants. 

The bilabial implosive 6 (5) and the alveolar implosive 

d (d) are pronounced. with simultaneous art1culo.tion·at the 

glottis,. which 1e all but closed,2 and at the lips (in the 

case of 6) or at the alveolus (in the case of d). 

e.g. 6a6a(Sa0e.) (father) 
-ctacfs. (-dada) (be conceited) 

--~----------~----------
1. Doke, Sho:na. Phonetics, par. 174. 

2. Doke, op. oit:, par. 76.eaya that this closure takes 
place below tbe larynx. But in this case it ie difficult 
to see what contribution the downward movement of the 
larynx makes to the rarefaction within the oral chamber, 
nor is tt plain how, thte boins eo, rarefaction can take 
place at all. 

-... i 



V. The _consonant combinations • 
....._.~--.-....-_,...._---....,._. ___ ......... 

30. . a) Co.mb 1!!f!~L~-l!l:.i!t.l'J .. ~2-ns onantq. 

· ·In this section we will deal wt th the. combinations or plain 

:oonsonants in this order: 1) purely oral combinations; 
2) purely nasal combinations; 
3) na.se.l-ora.l combinations. 

31. 1) Pure!l_ora,l_qqmb1;nat1Q!!!.' 
.· 

(1) of fully homorganic consonants. 

supr>adental . ts ;-( ts): 

dz- _ (dz) .: 

·. :prepalatal t r (e) -: 

J~ ( J) : 

e.g. tsim~ (tstnie) (well 

-.dzima ( •d.zlma) (extinguish) 

of; ~i[ e. { jeea) (sand) 

cf31.rJa ( jeea.) (sand) 

(i.i) of eemt..;homorge.ntc consonants. 

b1lab1al­
la.b1o•dental 

ve la_r-_e;lotta.l 

pt 

bv 

kh 

.(pf}: e.g. pfumo (pfumo) (spear) 
~ 

(bv): lbvl (lbvi) (knee) 

{kh}: kha.mba ( khamba) Me_.. ( leopard) 

( 111) of he·terorgan1c consonants. 

bilabial-
velar 

bilabial• 
pre velar 

eupradental• 
palatal 

supra.dental• 
vele.r 

aleola.r• 
palatal 

prepale.ts.l• · 
vela.r 

prape.latal• 
pre velar 

.. 

pk (px): 

bg (bg): 

pH (px)' 

b~ (bg), 

sk (sk): 

~9 (tyh 
1; (dyh 

tjk (ty): 

&38 (d.y}: 

J3t (-dy): 

e.g. pk~r~ (pxere) Ze. · ( ema~l ch1ldL-........ 

.1bg~ ( 1bge_) Ze. (stone) 

PKa (pxa.J Ka. (sweet-reed) 
1_pKa { 1pxe.) Ma. ( eweet-reed) 

· 1b~e (1bge) Ms.. (stone) 
b~"(bge) Ka .• {stone) 

-tsHl (-tya) Ma.~ (fear) 

-skoro (-akort)) ze. fall day)l .. ~ 

•l<;a 1-t.ya) Ka. {fear) 
-l~a ( •dya.) Ka. (eat) 

- t{ ka ( -_tya) Ze. (fear) 

-lt3se. (~dye.) Ze. (eat) 

·-·· :-~~(.:.d;:a'> Mbire-or-ze·:-re~at> -----

}2. 2) PureJ.t q~sal ~1nat1ons: 

(1) of heterorga.nlc consonants. 
bllabial- ·niu (mo): e.g. moans. (m-oana) .ze. (child) 

velar 
prepalatal­

velar 
.p!l (nny): 

__.. ..... _IIi··-----~-------~--
1 .. •skoro - results from ..:skwero- (d.et1c1ent verb .;.swera. .i:paefL----~· 

the day) and contracted infinitive prefix) by delab1alizat1on 
of ~· 



3:3 3) Nasal oral combinations: ----·---""1..... - .· 
- nasal + single oral: 

(1) fully homorgan1c. 

bilabial mb (mb) t e.g. 

supradenta.l nd. (nd.):. 

nz (nz): 

velar OS ( ogl: 

(11) semi-homorganic. 

· bilabial• mv (mv) t e.g. 
labio-dental 

(111J heterorgan1.c. 

bilabial- mh (mh) s e.g. 
· glottal 

supradental- nh (nhh 
glottal 

-tamba 

•tanda 

-wan.za 

-tnoga 

mvura. 

mhuka 

nhuka 

- nasal + oral combination: 

(-tamba.) (play) 

(-tanda.) (cruise) 

{•wa.nza.) (do often) 

(-taoga) (begin) 

(mvura) (water) 

(mhuka) (e.n1ma.l) 

(nhuka) (pangolin) 

{1) nasal + first element of oral combination 
fully homorganic. · 

bilabial mbg (mbg) t 

· mbtr ( mbg) : 

prepalatal ~J3 (nJ) : 

e.g. 1mbsa (1mbga) ~e. (dog) 

. -tambtra 

-31.Pof31 

{ ~ ta.mbga) . (be played) 

(-zh1nJ1) {many) 
AdJectival stem. 

34. b) Combinatiggs of cq~ROUgd_oonsonants. 

In this section we will deal with the combinations of 

compound consonants 1.n th1e order~ 1) purely oral comb1nat1ons: 

2} nasal-oral eomb1ns.t1ons. 

. . 
35. 1) Puratx~~l-22m1lln~~tonu 

(1) of fully homorganic consonants. 

alveolar e.g. _,ts1mbe'l (t$1mbo) (st1ek) 

: <ft (dih -cf.i1nya. (-dt1nya) (press) 

( 11) or het_erorga.n1o consonants •. 

b1le.b1al-. 
alveolar 

· ~s (ps): 

~-t (bt):. 

e.g. -~sa. (~psa) !1a.. (burn) 

-~t1nya (·bt1nya) Ma. (press) 



I 

I 
i 

36. 2) 

alveolar 

b1labial­
alveo~ar 

( i) of fully homor£Yln1c con.qon~nts. 

r;z· (nth e.g. ~1mb~ (ne1mbo) {ple.oe) 

( 11) of heterorganio cot~.sontU'!ts. 

npz. (.mz): 

37. a). Ootnb!l.~~2!!L2f ple.1~neotl$.nt§ .!!!~. §!Y!1 ... vowels. 

In. this section we l'-t1ll· deal l-T1 th the combinations .in 

the following order.$: 1) orals + semivowel: 

2) 

;) 

nasals + semivowel: 

38 • l) .Qra.le + sem1•V<?'!E!l.:.. 

... single oral + semt•vowel w; · 

b1la.b.1al- bw1 (bg): 
semi•vowel 

e.g~ bwaQgu (be,;aogu) Mbire of ze. 
(mine) possessive 
qual1f1cative (14) 

n With dental, alveolar and. prepalatal coneona.nts w occurs 

t n the Ma.nyika group.'' 2 

e.go t~w (tw): -13 2, t't>t.Q (.o6t:ttwa) (be caught) 

. - ~ 
:~ 

l 
I 

! 

sw (cw): ... raswa. (-raewa) (be thr-own away) 

fw ( shw): -JuJwa (•shushwa.) (be persecuted) 

pre velar- .KW (xw): ~1a:n.a.a ( xwa.nd.a.) Ka. (basket) 
eem1•vawel 

With velar and glottal consonants w occurs 1n all groups. 

velar-semi• kw (kW): 
vowel 

gw (gw): 

glottal ... sam1.• 
voweJ. h\'1 (hw): 

-lo.Ji.ra . ( akWire.) (Climb) 

..,regwa. (aregwa) (be lett) 
... 

hwa.hwa (h.wahwa) (beer) 

1. · w indicate a t.he sem1•vowel w1 th faucal resonance~ 

2. Of~ Doke • Shona. Ph(l).netic.s, p9.r.228 ~ Note that in Ko. 
the comb1na.t1ons of typG bile.b1al + semi ... vowel are 

.regular .• 

--.-.---:- -···---- . ! 

I 
l. 
~ . 



. 39 .• 2) 

. - single nasal + semi a vowel w: (in Many1ka) 
I 

, b1lab.1al-sem1• mw (mo): ... e.g. mwane. (mQana) (child) 
vowel 

supradental-
sem1•vowel nw (nwh -d"a.nwa. .(•dandwa) (be called) 

; prepalatal­
:, sem1 ... vowel :pw (nyw): -ma.~wa (•manywa.) (be run) 

· velar•sem1 ... 
vowel 

. . 
· ow- (ow): ·• •oowa ( -oowa..) (be growled) 

L-

. . 
The last combination occurs in all groups. 

•single nasal + semi..rvowel j (y): (in Kara.Qga.) 

: supradental- . 
eemi•vowel 

... nj (nyh · -e.g. -njara ( ... nyara) (be tired) 

40. 3) 

-nasal-combination +.sem1•vowel w: (in Zezuru) 

f!O~ (nyw): e.g. •me.:p.owa (-manywa) (be run) 

now (nw): -ctanowa· (•danwa) (be .called) 

Nasal•ora.l combinations + semi•vowel. -- -. --- --
-nasal + .s.ingle _ oral with sem~•vowel: 

' 

ndw (ndw): e.g. •tand.wa. (-tandwa) Me.. (be 
_chased) 

nzw ( nzw): -n.zwa ( •nzwa} Ma.. (hear) 

-taogwa. ( -ta.Qgwa) .(be begun) 

-nasal+ oral compound w1th"sem1•vowel: 

nd~- (nd.w): e.g. -tand?a (-tandwa) Ze. Ka. 
1Y (be chased) 

nzgw (nzw): -nzgwe. ( ... nzwa) Ze. (hear) 

nzr (nzw): 

:ptt"~ 1fA ( njw) : 

... nzp-a ( •nzwa) Ka. (hear) 

~~fWaoga (njwaoga) Ze. _ 1 (species of mouse) 

-------~--~--

1. Ct. Doke, !hona Phonetic!, par. 227. 

. ' : . ~ 



CHAPTER .II. 

P H 0 N 0 L 0 G yl 

------------------

44. The last chapter was devoted to an expos1 t1on of 

the sounds which occur in. thed1a.1ects under study. Some 

of these aound.s may undergo .change 1n certain combinations. 

Several may be the result of sound change. It ls with· 

·the subject of sound change that the present chapter 1e 

concerned, a.nd the terms phonology and phonologfcal ·emp).oyed 

in this study must be und.et>stood to r'ef'er only to such sound 

changes. 

45. · IQ . such a. a tudy we are concern~d mainly. w1 th three 

things: 

1) the nature o:f' the sounds which undergo change; 

2) the nature of the sounds which are·· the products of.the 
changes; 

·3) the cond.i tiona under which change takes place and the 
nature of the sounds that are its cause. 

With regard to .the ·nature of the sounds that 

change, the material 1s divided into three main divisions: 

A) changes involving vowels; 

B) changes involving semi-vowels; 

c.) changes involv.1ng consonants. 

\'11th regard. to the nature of the sounds which are the product 

of change, it is under the .aspect of' product or result that 

the types of sound change. are grouped and labelled. Thus, 

for example, the term ~~11zat1on is applied to the sound• 

change which res~lt~_!n..:...~he..,fg_r~t1.on of a nasal, not to 

the change or changes oauf!~<\ by a nasal. With regard to the 

conditions under which the change takes place, 1n some eases 

----------------" -----~----·1. In this chapter phonet1c·acript is not used save where the 
current orthography 1s inadequate to transcribe the sound 
change in question. In descriptions of sound change, much 
of the terminology of Part II which deals with the 
morphology ha:s had to be ant1o1pa ted. 



the circumstances attendant upon the changes throw light 

upon the nature of the change itself and its cause. · 

A) Changes invo!!~B-Y2~els. 

46.1) ~lision. 1 

Elision is that sound change which results in the 

disappearance of a sound~ 

Both patent and latent vowels may be ell'ded in 

Shona.. · Elision. may be final - the elision of the :ftnal 

vowel of the first of two words or :forma.t1 ves coming together "' 

or initial ... the elision· of the first vowel of the second 
' or two words or formatives coming together. 

a/ Oa,ses of final elision~ 

47. l) · The vowel in the noun prefixes of classes 2, 6 (very 

occasionally) and 13 (viz. vowel~); of classes 4 (very 

ocoaa1onally)', 7, 8, '19 and 21 ·(viz. vowel!) and (very 

occasionally) of class 3 (viz. vowel yJ is elided when 

joined to_non .. daverbative vowel-commencing nounstems. 

e.g. l3eni (strangers) · ( 2) <; 13a- + -eni 

mano (plans} (6) .1.. ma-+ -ano 

kana2 (small ~h1ld)(l3) ~ ka- + -ana 

moto (fires) (4) 4 mi- + -oto 

ouru (antheap) (7) · ~ ct- + .auru 

zuru (aniheaps) (8) · < zt- + •uru 

~ana (small child) .(, ei- + •ana. 
Mar1 (19) 

zoto (large fire- ' zi• + -oto 
place) (21) 

moyo (heart) (3) · · <. mu• + -oyo 

------
1. Cf. Doke, Shona Phonetics • par. 395. 

2. The form ka:na also occurs. 



48. 1i) The vowel in the noun prefixes of classes 5, 9 and. 

·10 is elided. The vowel of prefixes 9 and 10 may have been 

absorbed into the consonant ni which is the form .taken by 

these prefixes before certain vowel-commencing stems. 

e.g. 6aoga {knife) (5) <[r1•1 + -pa.oga 
mhuka. (animal) ( 9) <: ni- + - puka. 
nyoka (snake) ( 9) <: ni- + .. oka 

49. l~i) In the formation of the diminutive by suffix, 

the final vowel of a. noun may be elided. 

e.g. mbudzana. (small goat)(9) < mbudz1 (goat)(9) +-ana 
muk9mana (boy) (1). < mukoma (elder sibling of 

same sex) + -ana · 

b/ Cases of initial.elision. 

so.iv. The initial vowel of absolute pronouns is elided 

in the following oases: 

1) when absolute pronouns'function a~oopulat1ve stems; 

2) when absolute pronouns of the 3rd. person function as . 
possessive stems., as agentive, instrumental or conjunctive 
adverbial stems,or as stems of adverbials of manner;l 

3) when absolute pronouns of the 2nd person are enclitic to 
a noun 1n an interjecttve compound. 

e.g. ndini· (it is I) <ndi- + ini (I) 
ndiye (it is he) <. ndi + iye (he) 

kwaye (of him) < kwa- (possesstve concord class 15) 

na.ye (with him) 4 na.- + 1ye 
saye (like him) < Sa- -r i'jll-

uashe mi! (0 you chiefs~) < "ashe + imi 
mQa.na we~ (0 you child~) < moa.na + iwe 

+ iye 

51. v) The initial vowel of demonstrative qualif1cat1ves,, 

1st. and 2nd. positions, is elided when the demonstrative 

is used in an enclitic position. 

e.g. moanayu (this child) <moans. + ~yu 
1yeyu (this very one) < iye + uyu 
uyuyu ( th1e same one) < uyu + uyu 

1. Forms like CQ:i;ye (of him), l)a.i;ye, sai;ye, in which both 
of the originally juxtaposed.vc;>wels are retained, are 
also found, and such latter forms are actually more 
frequent than the cases tn which elision occurs, examples 
of which are quoted above. 



-bviramo (come out from in there) < -bvira + umo 
war.1guyu (this one of mine) < waogu + uyu 

·The triplicated form of the demonstrative app~ars in an 

unenclitic position with elided initial vowel. 

cigaro cicici (this very same chair) 

52. vi) Latent initial vowels cease to exercise 

phonological influence in the following oases: 

1) in personifications-; 

2) in nouns and qualifioative pronouns which are stems 

of conjunctive adverbials in negative personal copulative 

oonstruotio~s; 

3) in compound nouns. 

e.g. 1) Tsuro naHamba (Hare and 

2) handina6aoga (I have no 

Tortoise) cp. tsuro nehamba 
(a hare and a tortoise) 

knife)l cp. ndine6aoga (I 
have a knife) 

3) moanayi? (a child of what sex) 
bganya-shaoga (last heavy rains) 

cp. (i)yi ?(what?) 
Ka. 

. 
QP• -pxanye-shaoga 
(crush stalks) Ka • 

In nouns used with the compound-noun formative 

mutina- (owner of), the latent initial vowel may, s~emingly, 

either exercise phonological influence or not. 

cp. mutinadoro) (owner of the beer) cp. ·(i)doro (beer) 
mutinedoro) 

53. vii) Vowel ~ of the noun prefixes of classes 1 and 3 is 

elided in quick speech in Zezuru when it occurs before 

.bilabial or supradental consonants. 

e.g. msoro (kead) c~. musoro 
iPfumi (rich person) cp! mupfumi 

The rules, if any, which govern the exercise, or lack of 
exercise, of the phonological influence of the latent 
initial vowel in such cases as these are not clear. 
Neither Louw (p.68) nor Buck (p.xxxvi) record any 
instances of the lack of this phonological influence in 
Ka. or Ma. o• Neil (p.l41), with who!ll_.r._.= inclined to 

· agree, states that th' lct.mt· tn.il.-l"al vowel cea••• to 
exercise phonological lntluence when pQaaeaaion 1• 
empha.tically denied. · --



,_ 

viz. meno (teeth) < ma- + -1no1 
meso {eyes) ..::: rna- + -1so 

56. (b) Coalescence of two patent vowels with elision 

of .an intervening consonant. 

vi) This coalescence·. r.requ.ently takes. place between. the 

terminative of eJ deficient. verb2 and the vowel y of a 

following 1nf1n1t1ve complement, the consonant k of the 

1nftn1t1ve prefix being elided. 

e .. g. 

vii} 

a.nouya (he comes) ..::. ana + kuuya. 
haawanzouya (he does 
not come frequently) < haawanze + kituya. Ze. 

kut1 andooata (so that 
he may go ana catch} < a.ende + ku'6ata 

This ie probably the explanation of the negative 

ps.rtic1p1al present formative .:.§..2.:.· Vowel ~ of the 

negative formative::..!!!::. has coalesced with the y'of a 

. succeeding infinitive in the same way, with elision of 

the intervening k. · 

e.g. Inyama yaasod'a (It is the. meat whiCh·he does not eat) 

< Inyama yaasa + kuda 

Ndaoga ndisodya (I waa not eating) 

< · NdaQga · nc~J.1sa + kud.ya 

The form SQ: or ~' wtth lengthened or double .Q, may be 

derived. as follow: 

e.g. Tiri ua.nhuwo· t1soor~ma.3 (We a.re people als.o who do 
not bite) 

where 

< T1r1 ~anhuwo ties. + ku"a + ~~ ~ 
kuruma; 

both k a.nd ~ being elided, w1 th a doubled or lengthened. 0 

being form~d. 

1. In Karombe of Ma.. these nouns are found as 1!!rut2. (eyes) 
··and m~nzo (teeth). Doke, ~hona Phonetics, par. 19. 

2. In Ze. this terminative may be e.ither A or.§. (subjunctive or 
negative). In Ka .. and' t-m. tn negative forms incorporating 
a deficient verb of. this type, .the ·negative terminative 
(which 1s =.1) appears at the end. of the complement, the ve.rbal 
character of these deficient verbs being lost sight of, and 
they being regarded as mere verbal formattves. 

·· e.g. haazouuyi (he will not oome) Ka • 
. 3. Maroonn~s, par. 301. 



57. c) Coalescence of a patent and a latent vowel. 
. . 

Coalescence of·a patent vowel, which is always~. and a 

latent vowel ta.kes place in Ze. and l(a. 

vi11) The vowel ~ of the. possessive concords, and of the 

·'adverbial forma.ti vee 1Y!:.. and sa- • coalesces w1 th the latent 
-

1n1t1al-vowels of nouns·which function as possessive or 

adverbial stems. The sa.~e coalescence takes place betwee.n 

the vowel·_!. 1,.n these conc.ords and format1 ves, a.nd the vowels 

inherent in the_ concords of' certain qual1f1cative ·pronouna. 1 

e.e; .... coal~acence of f!_and latent 1n1t1al !,: 
. . 

wenyOka '(Of thEf Snake) < wa..o + ( i ). nyoke. 
nenyoka (with·the snake)<:·na- + (i)nyoka · 
senyoka (like .9, snake) <·sa• + (1)nyoka· 

necaogu (with mine (7)) < na• + (i)caogu 

~coalesce~ce of ~ and latent initial y: 

womoana (of the child) < wa• + (u)moana 
nomoana (with the child) <: na.- + (u)moana 
somoana (like the child.) <: sa• + ( u) moana 

sowaogu (like mine (1)) <sa- + (u)waogu 

•COalescence of·a.andlatent initial a: 
. . . - . -

wa~:>ana (of the children).:: wa ... + (a)t?e.na. 
nat?ana. (by the children) < na- + (a)t1a.na 
satlane. (like childt'en) <sa-+ (a)t?ana· 

Wat?aogu (of mine' (2) ). · < wa.- + (a}t?e.ogu 

1x) ·In Ka~, in .quick speech,· coe,lescence takes pl~ce 

between terminative ~of a verb stem and the latent initial 

vowel of a. succeeding nominal Object or extension. 

e.g. kuz1t?.1so ... muran1 (to inform the reader) 

·· < kuZ1t11Sa. + (u)murat?i 

Meso akazare•m1sodz1 lrut?one-c1ro oa.kad'eya (The eyes · 
filled with tears to see a thing like that). 

< Meso akaza.ra + (1)misod.z1 kut?ona + ·(1)a1ro oa.kad'eya. 

-------~------------
1. But when these concords and formatives are uae·d with 

demonstrative qua.lif'ica.tive pronouns,.asa1m1lation, not 
coalescence takes place, vowel 9:,.being assimilated too 
before Ul and toe before i. Cf. Assimilation. 
cr. also P.346, 3S0-356. -· -----



(x) In all dialect groups, coalescence takes place between 

terminative.@: of a verb stem and the latent in.itial vowel of 

the noun (1)y1 'i (what ?) (in l.fa. (1)ny1. ?), when used as obJect. 

e.g. -bvunzey1 ? (ask what ?) < .;.bvunza + {1)yi ? 

58. 3) §qmivoce:liz~!_on.- · 

Th1s is the process whereby a vowel is changed into a .semi­

vowel. The semit(i,towels which result from this process are 

the la.b1o-velar ~ and the palatal ~· 

t) In the· f(?rma.tton of the past and present exclus1:\Te 

subject concords, the vowel .Yin tha·bae1o concords of the 

2nd. person singu~a.ra.nd. of the 3rd. person, classes 1 (in Ka. 

and. Me..), :3, ·11, 12, 14 {in z~. ·and Ma.), 15 and 17 beeomes ~· 

The vowel! which is the ~a.sto·conoord of class 9 becomes if. 

in these derived concords. 

e.g. wauya (you came) 
yauya (it· came) 

rwozara (it now gets 
· · . full) 

yocema (now it ortea} 

u- + a >·Wa­
.i ... + a > ye. ... 

ru• + o· > rwo1 

1- + o > yo-

11) The same process takes place. in the formation of the 

possesslve conco:t"dS of th~Se classes. identtcal with the past 

sub jeot concords of· the 3rd.. person.; a:nd also in the 

formation of the quantitative concords of these classes, 

identical with the exclusive ·concords~ 

rwaogu (mine •11) 
rwose (all-- 11) 

yaogu (m1ne.•.9) 
yose (all .... 9) 

.ru• + e. '> rwa.-i 
_ru-.· + o > rwo-

1- + a >_ ya• 
1... + o > yo-

111) Vowel·!:_ in the noun prefixes of classes 11, 13 and 14 

-.{in ze. and rw!e..) becomes ~before non-deverbative vowel-

·commencing stems. In some forms of Ms.., e.g. Ueyama, this 

happens also with vowel !! .in the prefix: of a.laeses 1 and 3 ·• 

wh~rea.a in Ze. and Ka. in these olaseee, the eemi•vowel with 
. - - ' 

nasal resonanco often a.ppee.rs iris tead. . In other cases. the 

semi-vowel is replaced by a consonant. or·. consonantalization. 

------------~ ~ ---
1. In these ca.ee.s a velar cons·onant is evolved between. the 

·consonant of the con.cord and the semi ... vowel. 



e.g. rwa.na (thin child.) .(. ru"" + -ana 
. t\'19.na (small children).(; tu- + wana 

hwana (childhood) < hu;;.. + ... e.n,a. 

mwana. (child) Ma. 
mwoyo (heart) Me.~ 

< mu• + .... ana 
"'- mu.., + •oyo. 

tv} In the formation of diminutives by suffix .• final u 

a.nd 1 may become w and y .respect1 vely. - -
o.g;; mbewana (youns seed) < m'beu + -ana 

hwe.ye.na ( lamb) < hwai + .. ana 

59. 4) _Consona.ntaltza.llin• 

this is a process.whereby a vowel or sein1•vowel ts changed 

into a consonant. The consonants in question here are 

chiefly velars or·prevelars. 

1) In Ze. and Ka. the vowel u 1n the prefixes of. classes 

1 and 3, an:l the vowel ..!_ ~n the pre.f1x of class 4, a.re 

che,nged tnto the velar nasal ·before a. non•deverbati ve 

vowel ... commencing stem. 

e.g. mqana (child) 
· mnaka (year) 

< mu- • -ana. 
.< mu.;. + ... e.ka. 

In Ka. the vowel _!:t tn the prefix of. class 14 becomes Jt.•. the 

prevelar voiced fricative, in the same circumstances.· 

e. g. bge.na (small children) Marl < uu- + ... e,na 

60. 5) Aes1mfut!O!l.!. 

By. this process ~. sound is ma<le similar to e. neighbouring 

sound. Aaa1m1lv.tion is either progr~ssi vo or retrogress1 ve, 

depending on whether the ass1m1la.ted. sound occur.s after or 

before the aas1milat1ng sound. 

a) Progrese1ve assimilation. 

1) The 1n1 t1al vowel of many verbal der1vs.ti ve endings 

varies be tween .!. and .!. accord 1ng to th.e na,ture _of the final 

.vowel of the verbal root. ·It 1s i,"When the final root . 

vowel 1:~ .:!• ... tor]!;_ tt is e when the. final root vowel ·is 

The verbal species eoneerned are the passive, 

the neuter, the applied, the perre.ct1ve, the long 

causative, the .1ntens 1 ve and the exteruri ve·. 
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e.g.•6at1ra. (hold for} 

-sonara (sew for) 

cp. •Ba.ta (hold) 

-sona. (sew) 

In the case ot' the perfective and the reduplicated. 

·intensive, the e.ssim11at1.on is multiple, more than one 

soun1 being assimilated • 

. ~.g .... 6attsisa (hold. strongly) 
-monesesa ( at'-r briskly) 

cp. ·6ata (hold) 
-mona (stir) 

The following 1nstanoes are also cases of · 

multiple progressive a.ss1m1lat1on. The long revars1ve 

ending has an 1n1t1a.l vo.wel ident1ca.l.w1th the final root 

vowel, while the second. vowel o~ the ending ts ~ a:fter 

final root vowels_!:.., ~~--.!.and: ..Y.,,; but is ..Q. after ftnal 

root vowel ...Q..• 

e.g. -namanura. (una tick) 
-petenure. (unfold). 
-ptoginura (open up)_ 
-pfupunura (call. b4ck 

a spirit) 

-rowonora (unwttch) 

op. -nama. (stick) 
-peta (fold) 
... pioga (close up) 
•pfupa (propitiate a 

sp1r1t) 

-rowa (bewitch) 

!ri the case of the repetitive, the vowels .of 

. the en:iing are ~after fina~ root vowels~' ~,1 and_!.!., 

but o after final root vowel· o. . 

e.g~ wfa.mburura (walk a second. time) cp. -famba (walk) 

-~~okorora. (do a. second time) -dzoka (return) 

61. b) Retrogressive a.ssim.1lat1on. 

1) The vowel of the impersonal copulat1ve.format1ve 

nd1• becomes a, e or o before qua.l1ficat1ve pronouns1 with -- -
inherent vowels in their respective concords· which are 

respect1 vely .J!:.; ..!.. and. _y_. The same pa.ppens to the 

vowel a of the possessive concord and the adverbial . ·· 

form.attves na- and sa .. when. used with demonstrative 

qual1f1cative pronouns or the lat. and 2nd.. position as 

stems. 

e.g.ndowa.ogu (it is m1ne) 
ndecaogu (it is mine) 
nd.e.\?e.Qgu ( 1 t is mine) 

cp. (u)we.Qgu (1) 
(t)caQgu (7) 
(a)\?aogu (2) 

1. Except the adjectival qua.l1f'1cat1ve pronoun,with which 
this copu~1ve formative is not used. 
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nouyu (\>rith this one (1)·) 
ne1c1 (w1 th this one {7)) 
naaua ·(w1 th these ones !!2)) 

11) In Ze. the vowel J'LOf the d.ertved verbal formative 

-no- is sometimes changed to. e before verb ste.me 

commencing tn 1- or e-. 

e.g. t1neenda. (we go) 
nd1ne1ta (I do) 

no ). ne 
no > ne 

Doke reports the vQwel of the same formative changing 

to e and a before object concords consisting of vowels - -.-
1 and a. respect1vely.1 - -

ttneid'a (we want it) . no > ne 
t1na.a.d'a. (we want them) · no > na 

In Ze. and Ka. the vowel o of all derived verbal 

format1ves, and of the exclusive subject concord, changes 

to e before the verb ... Qge (seem, be) • 

may be multiple. 

This ass.1m1lat1on 

e.g. Ko~ meoge mucamuro~erey1? (Tell me, what will you 
n.ow beat him for?) 

· mo > me 

. NdtnezeQge nda.enda ·(I will have gone) nozo > neze 

111) Within verb stems. 

In the case· of a, few verb steins tn Ze. and Ka. 1 e. perfect 

is formed. by changing terminative~ to~· This change is 

followed by assimilation of vowel a within the stem to e. 

e.g. -gere: perfect of :•gara (stay) 
-genfe: perfect passive or -ga.re. (stay) 
•zere:. perfect of -zare. (become full) 
-~:~ete: perfect of' .. \?ata (go to sleep) 
•rere: . perfect of •rara (go to sleep) 

There 1e one oaae of multiple retrogressive assimilation • 

... nyerere: perfect of -nya.ra.ra. (become silent) 

The stem '"'mira does n.ot undergo ass.1milat1on, forming 

perfect stem ~m1r~. · 

Other cases of a.asimila.tion w1 thin verb stems 

e.re among the rsvere1ves. 

e.g. ,;.p.furunura. (unthatch) assimilated from the 
hypoth~tical form ... pfir1nura op. ,...pf1r1ra. 

(tR.atch) 
-nyukura) 
-nyikura) (take out of water) cp .... nyika (put 

in water). 

------------ -----: 
i 1. Doke, Shone. Phonet1Q.§., par. 402 (11). 
i 



-kudu5ura (uncover) 
•pfudugura (uncover)· 

cp. -kW1d151ra. (cover) 
-pf1d1g1ra. (cover) 

1v} The vowel or the relative concord of indirect 

relation is changed from~ to o before rela.t1 ve predicates 

which are based on a present exclusive. 

e.g. Inzwa zotod'a. kuita (Listen to what we now want to do) 
<. za. + toda 

62. 5) Alternation. 

By this process ts· ·meant the nl terna ti ve appearance of 

vowels of different ph~nemee as equivalent variants in words 

or f'ormatives. 

i) In certain nouna of classes 7 and·8, the vowel 

of the prefix is alternately_!:. or~· 

e.g. c1puogu I ·oa.puQgu (epeo1es of eagle) 
cind.uru I canduru (gall bleiider) 

11) The terminative of the verb stem •"a 1e 

alternatively~ or..! .. seemingly in all forms of its 

conjugation. 

e.g. (I"e murapi! (Become a doctor!) 
(I\1n. murapi! 

Ndai"e) mufudz1 wemombe (I used to be a cow-herd). 
Nda1\1a) · 

iii) The terminative or deverbative nouns formed from 
I 

IV 
the passive species is alternately .a or i. 

. A - -

e.g.· mu5atwa / mu5atwi (captive) op. -5atwa (be captured) 

iv) In Ze. the terminative .for the negative present 

is e, in Ka.. and r;m. it 1s 1. 

e. g. Handigone (I am not ~ble) Ze. 
Ha.ndigoni (I am·not able) Ka.. and Ma. 

Similarly 1n Ze. the termina.t1ve.for the positive 

potential is e, in Ka. and. Ma.. it is a. - -
e.g. Ndiogatore (I can take) Ze. 

NdiQgatora (I can take) Ka. and Ma. 

In Ze. and Ma. the terminative for the negative subjunctive 

present is e, 1n Ka. it 1s 1. 
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e.g. (kut1) usauye ((that) you may not come) Ze. 
(kuti) usi~uyi ((that) you may not come) Ka •. 

There is a deficient copulative verb with 

alternative forms .;;osa or -oge. In Ka. and Ze. this 

verb is -oga in the recent and remote past, -oge in other 

tenses. In Ma. the verb is -oge 1n the past tenses 

mentioned and •oga 1n other forms. The same stem 

meaning 'seem• is ""Oge in Ze. and Ka., but •oga. in Ma.. 

e.g. Ndakaoge. nd.a.enda (I had gone) Ze. 
Ndakaoge ndaend.a (I had gone ) Me.. 

Nd.ineoge ndaenda (I shall have gone) .ze. 
NdinoQga ndaenda · (I shall have gone) Ma. 

vi) The term ina. ti ve of the class 3 and 4 deverbative 

nouns derived from the applied species is o in Ze. and 

most l-1a.., but~ in Ka. and. a ·few Me.. dialects. 

e~g. mufambtro (manner of walking) Ze. 
mufa.mb1re (manner or walking) Ka. 

vii) !4a. substitutes e for the vowels a and o of ze. 

and Ka. in certain circumstances. Cf.iq~!t~ution. 

63. 6) qrad§tiQD. 

Gradation is a change of vowel for the purpose of 

grammatical inflection. 

i) Ideophones are formed from verbs by changing 

term1na.t1 ve a to~· 

e.g. tore (of taking) 
sa.re (of remaining) 
ende (of going)· 

-tara (take)· 
op. -sara (remain) 

.-enda. (go) 

i1) Terminative a of the verb stem is changed to e 1n 

Ze. and. to .!. in Ka. and Me.. in the· negative present. 

e.g. ndie1ogatore (I not taking) ze. 
nd1s1ogator1 (I not taking) Ka.. a.ndMa. 

i11) Terminativ~ ~. ot verb stems is changed. to e in the 

subjective present. 1 

e.g. (kut1) nd1uye (that I may come). 

1. rn·Ka., the negative subjunctive present terminative 
1s •i.". 



· iv) . In the formation of deverbative nouns. terminative 
1 
: -a of the verb stems is chang~d to :1 for personal nouns 

and ·~ for 1mpe rsonal •. 

e.g. munyori (writer) 
mba to (pincers) . · 

cp .... nyora (write) 
-6ata (catch) 

v) In the formation :or names from verbs,· terminative 

· :!· may be changed to :.!..• 

-e.g. Wa.dye (a· woman's name) 
Ue.ne.ma.topotore 

(a diviner's name) 

op. ·wadya. (you have eaten) 

op. ma~opotora, (you have 
mentioned everything) 

64. 7) .~l)gthening. 

By .this process·. 'soundi:J are changed 1n duration from normal 

length to long.· 

1) .Elision of the aemi'•v~wel Jltn Ze. results ·in a 

lengthened or·dou.ble vowel• 
. . 

e • g. nda.: kuenda..) (I am going) 
· ndaa kuertda · ) · · 

cp. ndatHll lruenda. Ka. . 
11) The elision of the 'consonant o'f the basic stem of' 

the absolute pronoun, when this serves as a copulative 

stem, results in ~·short form of this_ copulative . with 

lengthened vowel o:.: The vowel of the copulative -
formative itself is elided. 

1(.;_,"\ ~ ~ 
mapa.d.za a.ke (It .is they his hoes_: viz. lt.--1"8 e ~g. Ndo: 

his hoes). · 
: op. the alternative long form, 
· . ~ nd.iwo ma.padza .ake. 

~e' . 
1n1. ndo: ituendtt (and I went>" · " r . . cp. the al terna. ti ve form: 

· · . ini ndiko lruenda.. 

111) The final vowel or· the demonstrative of ~nd. 

pos1tio~ is lengthened '.1-n ·ot'd.e):o.:t,o' ·_ind1qate rel,at1ve 

distance. 'rt f.s accompanied by heightened pitch a·e well. 

e_.g. uyo: (that (distant) one) (l) 



65. 8} ~enthem .• -

Epenthesis is the insertion·in a word of a sound. not 

originally belonging to 1t. 

1) The vowel 1 1s inserted before monosyllabic noun -
stems of classes la, 5, 9 and 10 tn Ze .• and M.a. when 

these stand. alone. 

e.g. 1she {chief) (la) 
1vti (soil) (5) 
imbga (do_g) (9) 
imbga (dogs) (10) 

Cp. Ka. she_ (chief) (la) 
vu (soil) (5) 

mbga. (dog) (9) 
mbga. (dogs) ( 10) 

This vowel, in the oa~e of classes S, 9 and 10, oo1nc1dee 

w1 th the latent ln1 tial vowe 1 ( 1) ... 1 
. -

11) 
. ' . . 

-The vowel_!_ is inserted before- monosyllable verb 

stems, in the imperative, both singular and. plural. 

It may be inserted before monosyllabic detiotent verbs 

with contracted 1nf1n1t1ve complement. 

e.g. 1pa (give) cp. -pa (give) 
_ !' ipa.y 1 ( g1 ve • ye) (fYI/ 

1zond1shariy1ra. (come and: visit me) 
. cp .• ~uzoshajira. (to come and vi.s1 t) 

111) Vowels are inserted tn the formation of 1deophonie 

verbs from natural cries. 

e. g. -oguru't'U.d.za. (growl .. of a. leopard) 
cp. ogrr (growl of a leopard) 

65. 9) ~yoic1ng. 

Devoicing is the subst1 tutton of a votcelese sound. for a 

voiced. one. Vowels are commonly devoiced 1n a ·final 

position 11 when the tone would, in careful pronunciation, 

be a very low on.e.n2· 

e.g. HoQgu (yes) 
0 

67. 10) Substitution. _ _,._.,.... _____ __.._, 

In Ma •. , and increasingly in Ze., the vowel.!_ is 

substituted for vowel ~ in all possessive· concords' in 

the adverbial formative-a na- and sa.• '(save where these 
. __. -. . 

concords or formatives a.re·uaed with a class la noun or 

an absolute pronoun as stem)· and in the 1ns.trumenta.l and 

copulative formative ~-· 

It is also substituted in these dialect groups for the 

1 • Doke , Shonalihon~lli, par. 397 • 
2 • Doke , 21!.:._£ll• ·par. 53 . 



vowel o in the quantitative qual1f1cat1ve concord. 

e.g. wemoans. (of the child) < wa- + {u)moana a_p. 
womoana Ka. 

ne.lllQana. 

semurume 

ogeea.oga 

ogewa.ogu 

(with the child)< na- + (u)moana 
cp. nomoana. Xa~ 

(like a man) < sa- + (u)murume 
cp. somurume Ka. 

(by means ot <. Qga- + ('1) 6aQga. 
a knife) cp. neeaoga Ka. 

(1t 1s mine) < oga- + waogu 

munhu wese (a whole 
person) 

munhu wega (a person 
· ' alone) 

o:p. ndowaogu Ka.. 
cp. munhu wose Ka. 

munhu woga Ka. 

B) Changes 1nvolv1ns.sem1-yowelo. 

68. 1) i_l1s1~. 1 

i) The semi-vowel w which we·may assume to have been 

formed in the tormat1on of the past and present exclusive 

subject concords of the 2nd person plural and the 3rd 
. ' 

person, class 18, has, in Ze. and Ka., been elided. In 

Ma. 1t is tound. oonsone.ntal1zed or w1tb nasal resonance 

(see resonation) or as the plain semi-vowel. 

e.g. Mau:raya mombe? (Have you killed the beast?) 
Mouya here? (Are you coming now?) 

op. the basic subject concord, 2nd. person 
. plurall mu-, and the semi-vowels 
·which result in other persons and classes. 

The semi-vowel!.! ~hioh we may assume to have 

resulted from the formation of the past or present 

exclusive subject. concords 1n all persons and classes 1n 

which the basic aubject.conoord contains non~syllab1c 1, 

has, 1n every case, _been .ellded ~ · 

e.g. Dzauya here? (Have they come?) 
cp. the basic subject concord, class 10: 
~. and the semi-vowel which 1s 
formed 1n class 9. 

i1) The same elisions have taken-place in the fOrmation 

ot the possessive concords in the claa&u!s mentioned, as 

well as in the formation of the exclusive concord in the 

persona and classes mentioned. 
o .g. dzaosu (mine) (10) <- dz1- + a + '"'l'lgu 

· dzose (all) ( 10) < dz i- + o + -se 
moee (all you) 2nd. person <. mu~ + o + -se 

1. Processes which have been described before are not 
newly defined •. 



0 • 

111) Semi-vowel~ has been elided in the followins 

positions: 

1) from the primitive pronominal possessive stem 

of the 3rd. person, class· 1 in Ze.and Ma. 

viz. -ke Ze. and.Ma. · op. Ka. ~kwa 

2) from a variant form of the past ind1oat1ve past 

subject concord, 3rd. person, class 1, 1n Ze. 

viz. aenda ) (he went) 
waend.a ) 

3) ·from a variant :form of the relative concord of 

indirect relation agreeihg with an antecedent of class 1 

1n Ze. 

e • g·. · mukadz i wande.ona. ) 
anda.ona. ) (a t1oma.n whom I saw) 

4) from variant forms of the indefinite past 
' 

subject concords of classes 14 and 15. 

via. ha.nz1 ) 
hwanz.1 ) (it was said) 

kaziwa! ) 
kwaziwa.! ) (he.tl! lit• 1t has been come)· 

5) f.rom ·the 1n1 t1al position in variant forms of 

certain verb stems 1n Ze. , . when followEid by o or u. 
. . - -

e.g • -onda {get thin) . 
.;.oma (get hard) 
-ombera (greet 

respectfully) 
·-undura (pluck) 

cp. •wonda Ka. 
-woma Ka. 
-wombera Ka. 

-wund.ura Ka. 

tv) Semi-vowel L has been. elided from the .initial 

position in variant to:rms of certain verb stems in Ze. when 

· followed by .!_ or !.• and • lees frequently, when followed by !!:._• 

e • g. -1 te. (do ) 
•adze. (try) 
... e.mbuka. (ford) 

op .... ytta ua.. 
•yedza Ma • 
-yambuka Ma. 

v) Semi-vowel~ has been eitded 1n ze. from the tni tial 

position of' certain verb stems when f.ollowed by o or u~ 
' ', -

e.g. -ona (see j , 
· · ... uy~ (come} 

o~. -uone, Ka. 
-"uya Ke.. 

It 1s also elided 1n other positions. 

e.g.-reeteka (speak) 
ruoko (arm) 

-rewa (be spoken) 

cp~ -re"eteka Ka. 
ruuokGI Ka.. 

paastve of •re"a (speak) 

All passives of verbs ending tn '""VIa in Ze. show this. 



69. 2) Consonantal1zat1on • 
.......- -----~---

Semiwvowel .!:!. is consonantal1zed .when preceded by bilabial 

consonants or cGnsonant· com'b1nat1ons. In all dialect-

groups the s~mi-vowel may remain e.fter_~ae an alternative 

form, being accompanied by nasal resonance. 

e.g. the pasa1 ves: (phon.) -re.pke. Ze.) 
~rapJEe. Ka.) (be ,treated) 

rap +.-we. 

- tambge. Ze • ) 
-tamb*a Ke..) (be danced) 

te.mb + wa 
-' 

-:l'umne. Ze. ) 
: ... ruil1Wa. Ze •. ) (be bitten) 

rt1m + wa 

•robJa Ke.. (be beaten) 
ro13 + wa. 

10. 3) illt!:natton. 

1) Demonstratives of classes 3 and. 6, lat. and 2nd. 

pos1 tiona, show alternation, Ka.. using mainly semi•vowel .!• 

Ze. and Ma. using mainly sem1-voweljl· 

uyu (this) .(3) Ze. Ma. uwu (this) (3) Ka. 
v.1z. uyo (that) {3) uwo (that) (3) 

aya (these) (6) Ze .• Ma. · awe. (these) ~6) Ka. 
ayo (those} (6) QWO ( thesehn 6) 

In compound forms consisting of absolute pronoun+ enclitic 

demonstrative the differences persist. 

viz. 1woyu(th1s very) (3) Ze. Me,. 
twaya (these very) (6) Ze. Ma. 

iwowu (this very) (3) Ks:. · 
iwawa. (these very) (6) Ka • 

. 1i) Sem1 ... vowel J_· of Ze. a.l terna. tee in many forms w1 th ~ 

of Ma·. · 

e.g. {phon.) -~a {become) Ze. 
-wa. (become r Ma.. 

71. 4) 

a~a. (these) (2) Ze. 
awa (these) {2) Ma. 

Delab1a.l1za t1on-. 
_, ---

This 1s the p.rocess whereby e. labial sound is changed. into a 

non•lab1al. 

ax~ 1) The semi-vowel w, when followed-by~~ 1s sometimes 

delabia.l1zed in. alternative .forms, semi-vowel + 2 becoming 

·vowel o. 

- e ·S• (phon) cp. ogwena (crocodile) 
skwero {all day) 

and ogons. ( 1d. ) 
skoro (1d.) 



7~ ~ S) ReSQ.r!!tig_n. 

Resons.tion 18 a process l;>y which an unresonated sound 

1s changed into on.e accompanied by resonance. 

· In Ma.., e. g •. Guta., · w, wheri preceded. by the bilabial 

nasal is pronounced-with nasal resonance~ 

e.g. m~ana (child) 

73. 1) Elision.· --
1) The prefix of class 5, consonant and. vowel, .is in 

all oases elided. In some cases, viz. in all cases 

wheri the initial phones of noun stems are p, t, k, c, - - - -
t$ and also, though very seldom, when -the stem begins· with 

.E:• this elision leaves a trace in the voicing or-· these 

1n1 tia.l phones. 

e •S.• 6aQga (knife) . < [:r-1•] + ... paoga 

dare (council- < (.r1--J · + •tare 
pla~e) 

bven1 (baboon) < · (ri-J + · -pfen1 

1i) The full form d.ziN-1 of.the Ur.Bantu class 10 prefix 

1r-ni- 1s met 1n a very few oases: 

e.g. 'dz1mba (houses)·'. 

! in which the stem 1s monosyllabic. Elsewhere, as a prefix 

in secondary function, it may appear as dzi-, 

e.g. madzibaba (several fathers). 

In all other oases it 1s completely absent. 

The class 9-prefix, ·n1- 1nUrBantu, ~ppears 

1n Shona as N... 1n. some oases, 

e.g. 1mba (house) (with epenthet1c 1- 1n the case 
· .of monosyllabic stems) 

mbereko ( cradle ... akin) n16i0 + ··•oerek- + -6 
cp. -Sereka (bear). 

nd1ma (garden plot) ni- + ... rim- + •o... 
op. -rima (plough). 

----------------- ----
1. N;... stands for the pretix of class 9 (and the second. 

element 1n. the originally disyllabic·· prefix or olo.ss 
10). It appears as a variable nasal consonant in many 
oases, having been ass.im1lated to the 1ni tial sounds of._ 
of the stems to which 1 t has been prefixed·. In other 
cases 1t disappears, sometimes with attendant phonological 
change in the 1n1t1al sounds of stems to which it has 
been joined. /o~~t. 
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f:Q.Q.if!ote . co!ll• . (ront :Qt9V!QY~~l2~~. 

For a statement of the behavlour of these prefixes, 
of. pe.rr. 153 .. 166 below. 

·--.... ~ • ......._. __ .. ,,- j- ------..... ~---

!n other cases ·1 t dtse;ppee.rs but exerc.1ses phonological 

influence on ln1t1al soume of stems ... 

e.g. pfuXJgwa (thought·)< ni-+ -futjgwa cp • .,;;fu9ga (think) 

hama (relative). ~ ni-+ -kama cp. hukama . 
. (relat1onsh1p) 

In other cases it disappears without exercising 

phonological .1.rifluence. 

e.g. surudzo (strainer) Ka. · n1- + ""8\li'Ud~-+ .:.o 

· · · cp. •aurudza (a train) 

iii) 'The consonant of the infinitive prefix, ku-, -·· 
1sfrequently elided; coaleecence.of a term1na.t1ve.w1th 

the vowel y_ then tak.1ng place. 

e.g. AnonyanyO<:ema. (he cries exceedingly) 

< Anonya.nya + kucema. 

· 1 v) In Ze • the consonant . of the prefix of class 

14 is often el1d.ed. when Joined to a non-mon.osylle.bic 

stem. 

e.g. upenyu (life) (14) 
cp. huso (face) 

. v) In Ma. the bilabial ·nasal consonant 1s om1 t ted 

from the concords of the· enumerative stems •moe (one) and 
I. 

! -moe (other) tn classes l, 3, 4 and 6. 
. ' 

e.g. munhu umQe (another person). 

. . . 

I vi) In the Mart dialect of Ka. , when .!:. is followed. by t1 . 

J !• the velar evolved between r and w is plos1v1zed .and., at 
i . . 
1 the same time, ..!:.. is elided. 

e.g. in the possessive o·oncord of class 11: gwa- cp. Ze. 
rwa.-

in the passive: -gagt-ra. (be sat) cp. Ze. -ga.rwa • 
.. 

in stems gen.erally; ·e.g. -gwa.ra (be sick) cp. Ze. 
•rwara·. 



... 

Aas1mila:t1o:r;t. 

. . 
This process contains a number• of eubaid1_a.ry processes 

all of which exemplify, but 1~ different ways, the 

ass1mtlat19n of one OOD:Sonant to another. 

75. a). B1lab1a11zat1on. -- -
1) The nasal.consonant of the prefix of classes 9 and 10 

1a b1la.b1al1zed when joined·~o stems commencing tin a 

. : bilabfal or labio--~ental consonant. 

e.g. mboni (pupll of eye) 
mhuka (animal ) 
mbereki (parent) · 
mvuto (bellows) 

< N• + -~ona (see) 
< N ... ·+ -puka 
< N- + -8ereke. (beget) 
< N- + •'Vuts. (blow) 

. l 11 J Another oase is the change ()f !. to .& 1_ to .R_ and. .!£.. to ~ 
I 

1n the compound _consonant combinations }te, ~t and~· 

~his b1.lab1al1~ation being caused by the extreme lip­

rounding which accompatl.ies these comb1nattons. This 

occurs only in Ma. 

e.g. (phon.) ~eimb~ (stick) 
. -l)l'teQga (dodge) 

ep. ~$1mbo (stick) Ze. and Ka •• ~ 
..ljLzeoga (dodge) Ze. and Kfl ;! 

76 • b) ~~~~!!:l1Z!!;t10!!• 

1) Th~\ nasal consonant of the prefixes of classes 9 

and 10 1s supradental1zed when joined to stems commencing 

in supr.adentals or al veola.rs. lt _.1s also eupradental1zed 

with some stems whose 1n1 ttal phone was Ur-Bantu ~ • 

_e.g. nhemo (chisel) < N- + •tema (cut) 

nrlik1 (small ¥ze. "' N- +-d'1k1 (small) .adjectival 
stem. 

ndefu {longfze. . < N- + -retu (long) adJectival stem • 

(elephant) N ... J\ (elephant) nzou < ... ~roxu 

--oc-~. 

' 

\ 
\ 



77. .11) Supradental1zatio~ and alveor1zat1on takes 
. . • 1 

. ! ' 
_place in the formation of short ca.usatives. 

e.g. -mutsa (rouse) 
... r1dza {sound) 

·4 · .. muka (rise) + -ye.. 
.::. -r1re. (cry) + -ya 

.. 11Ja.' (make ba.Ci) ~- -ips. (be bad) + -ya ,. . 

... red.ta (lengthen) < -re6a (be long) + -ya 

78 • e) E.!:eRal@ta.li~ation. 

~ 1) .. The nasal consonant of the prefixes of classes 9 and 

10-18 prepaiatal1zed. before certain vowel stems, the 
. . . 

prefi.x vowel .!. being absorbed. into the prepalatal nasal. 

The operative factor })ere may .have been an inter• · 
- . . . 

vocalic sem1~vowei glide ~between the vowel 1 of 

the prefix and the vocalic stem. 

e.g. nyat1 (buffalo) (?.::n1 + y + a.t1) ·~ n1- + -e.t1· 

· 11) Prepalate.l1zat1on also takes place in one oase of 
the short causative 1n Ka. the reciprocal ending ~ana 

becoming •anya. 

e.g. •paradze.n:ya. (separate) < -paradzane. ('be separate) + 
-ya 

· i11) Further examples of prepalatalization are in the 

79. 

1) 

following diminutives formed by e~ff1x. 
. . 

e.g. (phon.} ha.d:3ga.na· (small pot) Ze. < hart (pot) + 
... ana 

. murunyana (husband's 
younger brother) 

d)· Velarlza.t1on. 
I 

< murume (husband) 
+ -ana· 

ThejNasal consonant or the prefixes of classes 9 and 

10 1e velartzed w~en.jo1ned to stems whose original 

ini t1al consonant was Ur-Bantu.! • This 0 sometimes 

becomes s• sometimes 1s absorbed in the velar nasal .. 

e.g." oe;ano (story) ~ N..; + yano {fable) 
aaoga ( doo tor) < N• + .ys._nga (doe tor) 

80. e) Labial!!!tion. 

1) When labialized .sounds, v1z • .!• ~· t1J, dt, and. nt, are 

followed by_!!, a velar explosive in Ze. or, in Ka., a 

prevelar fr1oat1ve is evolved between the lab1a.lised 

sound and the semi-vowel, V<;>iceless after voiceless 



i 
. ! labial~zed sounis and voiced after voiced • 

. ----

1'h1e 

i new consonant; which is part of the compound consonant• 

sem1-vowel combination; .1s also lab1e.ltzed. 

(phon.) '1 
(be e.g. -ta~KWa. mounted.) Ka.. cp. •tass. ·(mount) 

·.ta~~wa (be mounted) Ze. 

· -kwezgwa (be drawn, 
(draw, enticed) Ze. -kweza. 

1 ent1ce: 
j 

MkWetJwa (be drawn, 
. ·. . · enticed) Ka. 

wna.rrtgwa. {be licked} Ze. cp.· -narrza. (lick) 
'f (be licked) Ka. ' ~ na'l't'fWe. 

i. 



81. 3) Alternation. 

The following is a list in phonetic script of some of the 

d.1alectal correspondences of oonsona.nts and consona.n,t­

comb1na.t1one 1n Central Shone;. 

r 

Ze. 

~ a.nhu ' (people). 

dur1 (mortar) . 

... rasa {lose) · 

z z1nyex-e (big p1pe) 

S huso (face) 

pf pfupa (bone) 

bv -bvunza. (ask) 

: pk -1pke. (sweet-reed) 

bg 

ts 

nz 

ibge (stone) f 

moana {child) 

tsuro (hare) 

nze\1e (ear) 

~e ~stna (dirt) 

~t -~zinya (press) 

~1mbo (place) 

tskw tskwande. (basket) 

, tkW -6atkwa. (be caught)4 

tjk -tJka (fear) 

1 d:3g -d'3ga (eat) 

op. Ka. ,· 

" t:>a.nhu 
1 1' d'ul1 

f -raja 

z z1nyere 

.tJ "uso 
,., 

f fupat::: 

v -vunze.3 

J j1.;.:.;•o 

3 3e"e 

~ ~ina 

. ~t -d.t1nya 

l?t 1ft1mbo 

· · !£W RWanda 

~<; ... £ga (fear) 

l!7 -~~a leat) 

---- ___ _...... ________ _ 

Me.. 

w wanhu · 

r ·duri 

e -rasa. 

dz dzinyere 

uso 

pf pfupa 

bv -bvunza. 

PK 1.p!la 

bf 1bie 

inW mwane.. 

ts tsuro 

nz nzewe 

~s R~1na 

~t -ttztnya 

~ ~1mbo 

tsw tswanda 

tw -6atwa. 

t~ -t9a (tear) 

:bj -~ja (ee.t) 

1. In Ka. ~occurs before 1 and sometimes before~. 
Otherwise J:..is found. -

2. But in other 'format· pf. appears 1n all dialect groups 
e.g* pfuma (riches).-· .. -

3. But 1n other forms, hY appears in all dialect groups. e.g. 
1 bv1 (knee ) Ze . and Ms.; bv1 (knee) Ke.. . 

, 4. Other oonsonant-semt ... vowel combinations and. the 
correspondences are mentioned under the heading of . 
b~nthests. 



82. 4) Emerg'!n~. 

By. this term 1a meant the reappearance, under ce~ta1n . 

c1roumstanaes, of a sound originally present in a stem but; 

for the. moe t .Part, elided. 

'l'he Ur-Ba.ntu oonaotu;lnts ~and y, eepec1ally when stem .... 
- -=-

commencing, have otten been elided. 

e.g. -ende. (go) 
-amoa (suck} 

·. op. Ur-B. •venda (go) 
-1ra.mua (suok) 

When noun stems, originally. commencing with v or V; e.re 

·joined to prefixes of'. ale.ssoa 5, 9 ··or 10, there 1s ofte.n an 

emergence of the or·1'g1nal consonant unier 'various. forms. 

In alas a 5. under the influence· of [!':!.~, .1 appears 

as Z• 

e.g. z1no (tooth) 
z 1so. ( ey'e) 
za.no (plan) • 

cp. Ur•.B. 
A 

-¥!no (tooth) 
•J1J!o (eye) 
-yano (fable) 

In classes 9 and 10, und.er the influence of N•, _.,..... 

which, 1n 1 ts turn, has .been influenced, i and y may appear 
-.-

as z. 

e.g. nzara (finger nail) cp. Ur•B 
nzendo (journeys) · 

•Jaltt.. (finger ~il) 
-yenda (go). 

In. other cases, under the influence of· N-, which, · 1n 1 te 

turn, has been influenced, these consonants a.ppea.r as .§_or· J. 

e~g. Qgano (story) 

nj1t:Ja. (pigeon) 

cp. Ur ... B ·· -~ano {fable) 

· ... "N"1!a (pigeon) · 

In the ca.ae of r.laoga (doctor), cp. ur-:a~ -yanga, Ur•B f. has 

been elided, but shows its influence in the velar form of· the 

1n1 t1a.l nasal aonsona.nt. 

83. 5} Enenthes1~ • 

. There 1s epenthesis of velar explosives in Ze. and of 

prevelar fricatives 1n Ka. and some Ms.~ when non .... b1lab1a.l,· 

· non•velar or non~glottal :consc;>nan~s are :followt)d by the 

sem1 .. vowel ~· The new sounds appea~ between the consonants 

in question and the semt•vowel, being voiceless after 

voiceless consorumts and voiced after voiced.. 
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.e.g. (phon.) raskwa (be lost) Ka. 
-raeKwa (be lost) Ka. 

op.. -rasa (lose ) 

-~ezgwa (be carved) Ze. cp. -~e-z,a (carve) Ze. 
-~ez~a (be carved) Ka. -ueza (carve) Ka. 

This occurs not only in the formation of passives. ot which 

'the above_are examples, but also in the fox-mat1on of 

e.baolut$ pronouns, demonstrative qual1f1cat1 vee, quanti te.t1 ve 

concords, possoss1v~ concords am. the past and. exclusive 

'subject concords of class 11 and. 13. 

e. S• the absolute pronouns: 

1 rgwo ( 1 t .. { 11) ) Ze • 
itkwo (they -(12)) Ze. 

1rywo (1t - (11)) Ka. (not Mar1) 
1titwo {they ... (12)) "Ka.. (not Mart) 

84. 6} .§yllab1!:\,cation. 

The eonsonan.t .!!!. 1s syllabified when the vowel u 1n the 

prefix of cla.asoe 1 and :; is elided in quick speech before 

stemscommenoing in a labial or sup~~dental sound. 

. e.g. mpfum1 (rich person) 

85. 7) Metathesis. 

op. mupfumi 

This process refers to the change of poe1.t1on of two 

oonsong,nte or conaonant-oib.mb1nat1ons w1 thin the a·ame word. 

e.g. -~~tao- (nicely) • deficient verb + contracted 
infinitive complement. Ze. Ka. · 

-tsano- (nicely) Ze. · 

-rat1dza (show) Ze .• 
- ta.r1dza (show) Ka. op. -tarisa (look) Ze. Ka. 

-t1og1n1ke. (be. t.hin-wa1sted) Ze. 
-ntog1t1ka (be th1n ... wa1eted) Ze. 

-re~eteka (speak) Ze. 
-t~erekete. (spetlk) Ma. 

cp. -bgereketa (speak) Ke.. 

-sunuogure. (untie) the traJ+Sposed version O'f the 
reversive found 1n all dialect 
groups: 

-suogunura, op. -suoga (tie), now 
no longer round. 

· 86. 9) ,Yoictng. · 

By vo1o1ng is meant· the. change of a non .. vo1oed sound into 

a. voiced. one. 



1) The voic:eless sounds p, t, k, ~- tsand, though 

seldom pf, are voiced when occurring initially in the 

stems of class 5 noune. 

e.g. ea.oge. (knife) ·. cp .• the plurals 
demo (axe) 
gore (cloud.) 
J1nda (chtef's son) 
dzateat$a (species 

of spider) 
. bveni (baboon) 

mapaoga 
metemo 
ma.ko:re 
mao1nda. 
matsateatsa 

·ma.pfen1 

· ! 11) The tnt t1a.l consonants and oonsona.nt•comb1ne.tions 

i 
l 
i 

ofjverb.-at€Jms, as weil as, 1n some. cases.; consonants and. 

conaona.nt ... 6ombina4iions within the stemj a.re che.nged into· 

the correspon.d1ng vo:iced sound.s to form the augmentative 

species. 

e.g. -gw1za (rub a.ga1nst) 
...gwacfe.ma (fall on the 

ltnees - of some ... 
thing heavy) · 

op .... kwiza (po11sh) .. 
-kwatama (fall ... of' some­

thing light) 

111) The same process is applied. tl) id.eophonee. The 

.

1 

change indicates that a larger or more weighty ~:tot1on 

\ ts in question. 
I 

.! 

e.g. f'oeho (of flowing out) 
vozho (ofgushiilg out) 

.

1

•, 87 • 

This is the change or a. non•exploe1 ve into s:riexplos1 ve. 

The consonant E._ in Ka., when followed by ..!• ts 

turned. into the b1la'b1al eix:plos1 ve b, the . w being l"'eplaaed 
i . 

·I by f• 
' -
i Thts ta.kes place in the formation of passives when the 

I final root consonant of the simple form .is S!_• in the 
i . ' 
1 formation of the .absolute pronoun, the demonstratives, the 

! posses.sive and quantitative concords and the past and· 
I 
I . 
:exclusive concords of' class 14, a.s well as in ~t.he formation 

I 
. I 

I 
! 

of diminutives by suffix when the final stem consonant is~· 

e.g. {phon • .) roc~. (be beaten) op. a.~rotJe. (beat) 
· 1 OlfO ( 1.t "" ( 14 )) 

. ubfu . ( this. ... 14) ) 
bva- (possessive concord, class 14) 
byo- (exclusive concord, class 14).· 
habp.na (young fox) op. hatJa (fox) 



! . 

' . !·· 

. ; 

i 

88 • 11 } · ,Er1 ca. t1on. 

This change is the turning of a non .. fricative ·conson~nt 

into a fr1oat1ve. 

The consonants p,. t and. k• 'lrthen occurring as 

initial phones of:etems of ola.sses.9 .and 10, are Qhanged 

into the voicea. glottal fr1ca.ttve 6. 
' 

e.g. mhuka. (a.ntmal) 

nhemo (oh1eel) 

ha.ma (relative} 

89. 12) Affr1oatton. 

cp. rupuka. {thin antma.l) 

-tema (out) 

hukama (relat1onsh1p) 

This onange fa. the turning of e. non.o.a.f'fr1cate into an 

affr1cate,-v1z. a. coneonant-oomb1nat1on made up of an 

explosive and a. fr1 ca. t1 ve. · 

Th~ voiaelesa fricatives, when occurring 

initially in stems of class 9 or 10 nouns, may be changed 

into affr1c~tes. 

e • g. pfuogwa (thought) . cp. - fuQga ( th1 nk) 
teero (flat baskets)· ruaero (fle.t basket) 

t~iogo {stone · · rui$1Qgo (stone wail) 
· rort1flc•t1ons) 



PART 11. 

M 0 R P.H,O L 0 G Y 

----------------~-~ 

90• Morphology may be defined as the .etucty of the 

structure of words• Being concerned prtma.r..ily w.i th words 

and the main ca.t,egories or parts or speech into which they 

fall, such a study ts necessarily mainly an. analytic· one. 

First of all, the language is studied according to a 
-

grammatical scheme .1n.wh1ch only one part of speech i.e 

studied at a time; secondly, the structure of each part 

of speech has to be analysed to d.tseover the laws or 1ts 

formation. 

91. The grammatical sQh!~· 

The grammatical scheme I have Qdopted here l'11ll be 

recognised as being, ·with minor differences , 1 . the same e.s 

that applied· to Zulu and Lambe. by Professor Doke. In the 

elaboration of this scheme; a study which properly belongs 

to the department of syntax,, parts of speech are d.1.st1ngu1shed 

according totheir meaning and the type of grammatical 

func~ion which they diso~arge in the sentence. 

of speech are taken to be the following; 

The parts 

1. The differences concern the cle.ss1f1oa.t1on of the 
demonstratives and the guant1ta~ivea,. which I have termed 
gual1f!oe.tives, but which are classified by Professor 
Doke as demonstrative and ~numeta~l:,ve -et:onouns. In th1s 
I have f.ollowed the poa1 tion adopted by Professor Lee trade; 

No special vindication of this grammatical scheme, or 
.of the system of word ... d1v1s1on which 1 t imp]. tee, 1s 
attempted here. However, ;the· fact the.t one is able to 
treat a further language 11ke Shone. reasonably adequately 
according to this scheme 1s an indirect argument on 1ts 
behalf. 



1. The substantive. 

11. 

This includes the noun, e.g. munhu (person), 
and the pronoun7 

The pronoun is either §b&olute, e.g. in1 (1), 
or gualificative. 

The g~~liticative pronoun may be:. 
adJectival, e.g. mukuru (big one), 
demonstrative, e.g. uyu (this one), 
enumerat1!!, e.g. upi ? (which one ?) 

guantt~tive,_ e.g. tose (we all), 
poasea~, e.g. waogu (my one), 
relative. 

The ~lative gual1ficati~e pronoun may be 
either ot direct relation, e.g. wauya kuno 

-rone who came here). 

or of indirect relatiQn, e.g. wandisiogazi~e 
(one whom I know not). 

%he gual1f1cat1~!· 
This includes the adject1~~,1 e.g. munhu mukuru (a 

big person); 
munhu uyu (this 

person); 
munhu upi ? 

the demonstrative, 

the !!.!}umerative, 

the guant1t~t1ve, 

the J!OSSeS!!!!!., 

e.g. 

e.g. 

e.g. 
(which person?); 

isu tose (allot us); 

the relative -

e.g. munhu waogu (my 
person) 

or direct relation, 
e.g. munhu wauya kuno 

(a person who came here); 
- ot indirect relation, 

e.g. munhu wandisiogazi~e 
(a person whom I know not). 

111. The predioative. 

This inoludes the verb, e.g. wauya (he oame); and 
the copulative-,- e.g. ndisekuru (it is 

grandfather). 

1. The examples include a qualified substantive. 



f. 
! . 

I 

IV,. The adverbial, e .• g .• oe.te (merely)· 

VI.. The !,!Olarria.t!Jmt 

Thta· includes tl;le tdeophone, e .. g.; . potyo (of . 
· · · entering) 

and the 1nt.erJect1 v~ e.g,. HoQgu! ·(Ye.s :! ) 

Form:a.nd function~~ 

An 1mporta.nt d1·St1nc.t1on m'ust, be. made between. the pr1tna.ry 

and. the seconda-ry tunctt.oris of .the. parts of speech. A 

.grammatical form, such as.the no,un, has certain primary 

substan't-lvAl ~nd_ , · O.n. ca§.y) nominal fun.ctlone. Indeed the 

noun receives its gr~mm~t1~al identity a.s a separate part of 

speech partly from these functions. Other special characteris­

tics of' the.noun are ,1tsmean1ng.e.nd its special form. From 

the functional aspect, the noun is a wo~_which may act as a 

subject or object. of a v·erb, as a qua11f1ca.te or the stem of 

I .certain types of qualif1cat~ve or adverbial eto. From the 

! !,!gntu aspect, nouns are words which s1gnlfy. things by · 
i 

1 be1~g t.he. names by whtch ~~ey _are .known. From tne to:rmal · 

i aspect, nouns hav~ speota+ 'oharacter1atics which serve to 
I ' - -
j ide.nt1fy them a.rid which_ ar~ the morphological correlate of 

I the aeme.ntic and functional- cha:racter1.stica. In casu these 
I - - . -

I formal chara.oter1stics ·may be summed. up by saying that n.ouns 
I - . -

1· are compounded of two elements, 'fi prefix and a stem. 
. . . . . 

! ' 
. ' Returning to .the subject. of func·t1on, 1 t 1s fact that 

. ':the noun has certain primary functions proper to itself. But 

~it is not 11mi ted- to th~m. ~fuile -re.maining unchanged. in f'orm; 

i the noun may di-scharge the ·prtniary functions of other parts 

\or speech, e.g. the functions of the descriptive, the inter-
1 . ' . 

1 jeotive •. the- q'ua.l • .if1cative; ·the conjunctive and even the verb. 

I Such function(! are ae oondary to the noun. 
i • 
I 

e.g. - the d.escrip~ive function: 

Ndir1 kurwara mu.o.'1'r1· wose (I am_ sick_ (w1 th _·regard 
, to my) whole body) cp. mu,;1r1 (Sody) 

he interjectiire furi.otion:. 

cp. ma.i (motheP-} 



... the 1nterjeot1vefunot1on: 

Ma.1 wee! (0 mother!) Cp. mat (mother) 

• .the qua.l1f1cat1ve function: 

... 

... 

teuro-shapa (a hare of.the sandy soil, sandy-soil 
hare) - Cp. ehe.pa (sandy soil) 

the oonJunctive function: _ 

oiko nd.e.p1nda (since I entered) Ma. 
Cp~ otko (time, spell) 

the verbal function: 

Nd1r1 kurwara (! am sick) Cp• kurware.1 (to be 
sick, slcknass) · 

'In these secondary functions the meaning of the noun 1s 
I 

:ritted into the new syntactical_ context proper to the 

:new function and the relations it implies. 

This mult1 ... funct1onal activity ta not confined 

to the noun but obtains 1n the case of-moat other parts of .. 

-i 
i 

~-------~-------------
1:. It may be queried whether the verbal use of the 

1nf1n1t1ve is really a case of secondary function. 
The 1nf1n1tive seems to be an example of a word 
belonging equal'ly _to two parts of speech. Ct. Par.l93. 



. 93. 

With regard to the formati()n of the clit'f'erent parte of' speech, 

certain words. do not .a.dm1 t of morphological analysis •' These 

are the primitive adverbs, intexoject1ons, conjunctives and. 

underived 1deophonas. Other parts of speech, however, are 

compounded or format1 vee and .::.s..o:t.:;em=s:. or roots. 

The ~ 1s tha.t part of a. word w};lioh is depleted 

ot all prefixal 1nflextons.l 

e. g ... nhu .1n 'mu~. (person); :.ll in muti (tree) 

.In oertain.stems it 1e necessa.%7' to consider the 

!!tm1nat1v~ or ftne.l.vowel. a.part from the root. Thus 1n 

verbs ,and in nouns. formed. from verb· stems> the termina.tive 

is significant and. must be d1st1ngu1sbed from.the root. 

e.g. :J! 1n ~tore. (I. took).; ·· -e t.n he.nd1tore (I d.o not 
- · · · take) 

In most noun and. qualificatfve ·ateme, the. termina.ti ve does 

not seem to be grammatically s1gn1t'1cant. 

The !:29..1! 1e the irreduoable element of a word, the pr1m1t1ve 

radical .form w1 thout prefix., sut'f1.x or othor inflection 

.and not admitting of a.nalys1s.2 

94. The me.ln formattves are the 12reftx~!• the 

oonoor~. the !!lt2a.t.t2.rm~!!U. the sut'f1.xes, the 

!2rm1nat1VeS, and the adverbial and ·oopulat1V~!,_f01"mat1~. 

The prefixes .are.·noun forma.t1ves placed bet'ore the 

noun stem and serving to distinguish nouns into classes. 

e.g. mu- in the. noun mui'lhu (person) (class 1) 

The conco~ are prefixal format1ves serving to 

link quali:f'icatives and predioa.t1ves to the nouns to which 

they refer. Concords are either gua.lif\gatiy! or ]2r~q1oe.t1ve 

according as they are found in qualifice.tives or 

predicatives. The que.l1f'1oat1ve concords are divided. 

aocord.1ng to the various types of qus.l1f1cat1ve stem into 

the ad.1eot1val, the d.emonstra~n. the enumerative, the 

--------------·---------
1. Of. Doke, Bantu.L1ngu1st1o Terminology, p.2oo. 
2. Of. Doke, op.ctt·., p. 192. 



' j 

direct and. indirect relation. The predioat1ve concords 

are d1 v1ded. into the sub.leq~, a.nct qbJeot concords 

according as they refer to. the ·subject or object of 

the predicate. 

e.g. mu- 1n the adJe-ctival 4Ua.l1:f'1cat1 ve mukurau (big) 
1s ari adjectival concord. 

ti- in the pred1ca.t1ve ttri2o {lte are here) is a: 
subject concord. · 

·Verbal .forma.t1ves are used· in .the conjugation or 
the· verb into the var1ous.conjugat1on~~ moods, tenses, etc. 

They ared1v1ded into the d.erived and. the radical 

, f'ormat1ves according as they give evidence of being derived.· 

or not from verb stems. 

e.g. :.!!Q:. 1n the verb ndinotore. (I take). 

Suffixes at'e forinativee joined. to the end of 

words, frequently causing change to the final sounds. 

e.g. the diminutive autf1x ~~ in the noun mbudzf!~!! {kid) 

cp. ~ud!!. (goat). 

Terminati.ves are the final vowels or verb stems 

or of noun stems formed from verb stems. 

e.g. ·the terminative .::.fin the deverbative noun mu'Sat1 

(holder, governor) op. ~6ata (bold) 

The e.dverb.1al formatives are prefixal formatives 

joined to words an~ stems or various kinds to form 

adverb1als. 

e.g. the adverbial formative or manner 1n the 9.dverb1al 

sa.5s.6a . (lUte ta ther) , op. 8a6a (father) • 

The ~l;!~at1ve_tormat1vea are.prefixa.l 

forma.tives jo.1ned to words:and stems of various kind.s to 

form non-verbal predicattves. 

e.g. The formative ndt- 1n the copulative nd15a6a. 

( 1 t is father), op. &a6a. (father). 

I . 



CHAPTER 111 

THE NOUN 

95. Defin1 t1Qnl A noun ie ~ word which eie;n1f.iee a person, 

or thing concrete or abstract, or s. number or collection or 

persons or things, and is 'the name by which such persons Q~r-... -·.-­

th1ngs, or the class to which t~ey bel6ng, are known. 

The Noun 0 las ee s 

96. In Shone., as in other Bantu languages, the noun 

is generally made up of two elements. the ~oun prefix - called 

here briefly the ;ere£:1! ... and the noun stem. 

e.g. The noun munhu (person) is made up of the prefix 

mu- and the noun stem -nhu, . - --
the noun ~anhu (persons), of the prefix~ and 

the noun stem -nhu • . ~ 

In general, both elements, prefix and stem, are necessary to 

constitute the complete noun. 

Of the two, prefix and stem, it is the former 

~hich 1e important for classificatory purposes, nouns being 

divided into classes on the basis of the noun prefixes· 

that they possess. Thus munhu (person) 1e in a different 

class from 1.1anhu (persons).- Yet it should be nt3ted that 

munhy, and ~anhu are closely linked, being respectively 

singular and plural forms. 

97. The prefix 1n Shona is thG basis for certain other 

prefixal format1ves called conco:r-de. These are of two 

main types 1 g,yal1f!.oe.t1 ve e.nd. -ered1c!_t1 v~, · and by their 

prefixal position 1n,qualif"ica£1ves and predicates, they 

serve to express the syntactical relationships obtaining 

between qual1t1cative and noun and predicate and noun. 

. ... 

--· 



,,. 

Thus. 1n the expression munhu 1!1.\lk.J:!!:Y: (a b.ig person) • the 

lad3eat1val qual1fica.t1ve !!!YltU!:!:! is concordially related to 
1 
the noun !!Y.!!h'!! by the a.dje_oti val concord !!Y.:.· 

Each noun class has a aet of these qual1f1cat1ve · 

and pred1os.t1 ve conoorO.s by which all such .rela.ted. words 

. may be brought into coneordtal agreement w1 th any member 
I 

:of the.class. 

98. The ba~!.L9f_Qlassif1cat1on of n5!YnS 1n Shone.. 

; In Shona, as 1n Zulu and Lamba, 1 the most .satisfactory basis 

·for the class1f1cat1on o.f nourJS lies, not in the prefix 

:alone, not- 1n the set of conoorde alone, but; 1n the prefix 

and. concords togethe.r. 

i 99· 
I 

Tqe . 12ref'lli The· prefix alone 1s not a. suf'fi~i4.!a;w:c ...... tw...· __ 

criterion for the following reasons: 1) Nouns 1n class 

.:la have., 1n Shona, n.o p~et1:x. 

e.g. 5a6a (father) 
aekuru (mother's male blood relative). 

~) The prefixes of 

·classes 5, 9· and 10 are now of little help as class cr1 ter1a.., ___ ":' 

:having in all eases lost their original syllabic form an<1 

having combined. w1 th the 1n1 t1s.l phone of the noun stem. 

i 
As a. result of this, they have ·either become d.1.sgutsed or 

1 have disappeared completely. 

e.g. fi§:d~ (hoe) (5) • where 5e.dza <. prefix; [~1-J " + stem .. 
-_eadze.. 

cp. me.pa.d.zs.· (hoes) (6) 

.mhuka (a.n1ma.l) (9), where mhuka .c prefix n1- + stem -
-p_ug. 

cp. ka.puka (small animal) (13). 

3) Classes 1 and 3 

are 1nd1st1ngu1shable on the mere comparison of prefixes. 

! Ma.rconnes, 1nd.eed, whose pra.ct1oal crt ter1on of class 

· d1v1s1on was the 'article' or prefix, treated these classes 

r as one. To th1s single class he assigned three linked 
' __ ..,...__. _________ ..;......__. 

Doke, Zulu pa~. 7). 
Lambapar. 63. 



plural forms,·. the prefixes of which are, respeottvel~ • 

1 thoa.e .of class 2, 4 and 6. 

e • e; ~ §1 ngyla:r 

100. 

munhu (person) 
muti (tree) 
mu1ttro (way of doing) 

The concord!• 

Plural 

t?a.nhu (persons) 
m1t1 (trees) 
me.1 tiro. (wa.ys of. do1l).S) 

sufficient or1~er1on of ole.ss1f1cat1on. The reason 1s that· 
- . . . . 

there are ela.sses, differing ir1 prefix, whl ah havf(the sa.,ne 

concords.· Thus.the· nouns of cl~es 21, \'11th p:retix z1 ... , govern 

the same concords • as those or class .5 w.1 th prert£ ~.· 

ot class· la, which h$,ve no prefix, sim1l8.rly govern the 

same concords as nQuns of class l with prefix mu- . 
. . -

Nouns 

101. Taking the· p't·'ef1x and the set of concords t-ogether 

as a cre1ter1on of ole.es1f1oat1on, we. may de:fine.e. noun class 

as a gro·up of nouns Which do not differ in prefix ari~ which 

govern the same conoo~s. 

102. Upon this criterion, we are able t.o distinguish all _ 

the noun classes save clae~:~es l5 and 17 which have th$ prefix 
.· 

!Y:, and . the same concords in. common. · Here we may perhaps be 

permit ted .t,o_uae _ _c_onaJ.dar.atl"ons_oj' .... .a_o.o,mps.r.a.ti:v~a_·ne.tute.,-dl!ru-Jn--

from languages other than Shone.. Shona 1s, indeed, somewhat 

singular 1n showing no difference 'between these olasees, being 

otherwise a l~ngua.ge 1n wh1.ch.in1t1a.l vowels of the prefix, 

albe1t1atent, play an important part in phonology. Soth of 

these classes hs,ve 1n common, not only the prefix, but also 

1ts latent 1n1t1al vowel hl.·. 
·e.g. (u)kUfamba (to travel) (15) 

(u)kumba. (in the v1e1n1ty. of the house) (17) 

In other languages which ba.ve patent 1n1t1al vowels 1nthe 

noun prefixes, classes. 15 and 17 are seen to differ at. th1s 

point, the former c~a.se possessing the 1.n1t1a.l vowEJl, the 

la.tte%" lacking it. 

-------------------------
1. Ma.rconnes. par. 74 •. 



e.g •. .Ngun1 ukuhamba (to travel) (15) 

but ku6antu (to the people) (17}: 

Lamb a ukucet~§ (to believe) (15) 

but !YB!u (to a place) (17) 

103. It is true that, .irt Shone., class 15 nouns are 

distinguished from those of class 17 on a semant1e basts, 

the former olase containing nothing but verbal nouns, the 

:tnf1nlt1ves, and. the latter nothing but locative nouns. 

This point, namely the semantic aspect ·of ola.es1f1,oat1on, 

shoUld be allowed due weight, though 1t te not charaater1st1o 

of ·the maJority of noun classes to possess a single common. 

s1gn1f1canoe applying equally to all the members of the 

class. Classes 1 e.nd2 refer only to human beings: classes 

13 a.ncL 12 ..only _to_.J3JJlB.l.Ltb.1ngtt,_-c.lAs..a-2Lonl3' _toJarge .. things .• _ 

But most classes possess sev111ral s1gn1f1oances and are not 

restricted to. one. thus class 3 contains nouns 1ndioe.t1ng 

trees, parts of the body, atmospheric ·phenomena, tbings 

ehare.otertsed by length, and m1soellanea. In class 14, not 

all nouns agree even in the concept of number. Many nouns 

of th1a class a.re abstract and presc1nd from s1ngule.r1ty or 

plurality, but there are ·others which refer to singular 
I 

objects. Thus the concept ot common sign1f1ca.nce cannot 

be included in the criterion of a noun class~ 

104. On the above criterion, then, and in the light of 

·comparative evidence in the case of classes 15 and 17, we 

f1ni 22 noun classes 1.n Shonn. the prefixes or these having 

the following basio format 

'Class 1 

la 

3 

5 

7 

9 

11 

13 

S1ngqle.r 

(u)mu-

(u)mu-

( 1) [rt--] 
(1)c1 ... 

{1 )N­

(u)ru­

(a)ka-

. No number ... ' ............ --...- Plurtal 

Class 2 (a) "a• 

2a oa.-

4 ( 1 )mi-

6 (a)ma-

8 (1)<:1-

10 (1)N• 

12 (u)tu• 



Sinsular No number Plural 

Claoa 14 (u)hu-

15 (u)ku-

16 (a)pa• 

17 (u)ku-

18 {u)mu-

Class 19 (i)s1-

21 (1}z1-

The prefixes are numbered accordin~ to Meiru1of's 

system of enumeration in Ur-Bantu. or tho prefixes 

characteristic of each class, only the full forms are 

given, such as are found when the Joining of prefix to 

stem occasions no change of form. Chsnp;es of form in the 

prefix will be noted as each individual class is dealt with. 

The vowels 1n round brackets never appear as such, 

but exert phonological influence upon the vot,rels of prefixal 

formatives and, in Karaoga, upon the terminative ~ of 

immediately preceding verbs. cr. par. 57 where coaloecence 

is treated. The prefixes in Shona are, then, overtly 

monosyllabic, but have a latent initial vowel. 

Nouns of class la have no prefix, but con~ist of 

stem alone. With this exception, every noun in Shona has, 

or may be shown to have bad, one or other of the above 

prefixes. 

The prefix of class 5 never appears as sueQin the 

form~, but tts original presence 1n this form may be 

deduced from the forms of this prefix in other languages,l 

e.g. Ngun1 (Xh.) 

Tsonga 

Sotho ( s.) 

1liso (eye); prefix ili-; 

riB!e(stone); prefix !1=; 

letsoho (hand); prefix le-; 

from the forms taken by the concords of this class, 

e.g. the enumerative concord ~; 

------------------------------
1. But even in the languages which it does appear, this 



{footnote 1 from the previous page continued) 
--------

, d:isappeara very easily. Thus it 1s used only with 
t monosyllabic stems .i-n~ Xhosa and Tsonga; ·in Sotho 1 t 

disappears easily in certain common phrases, e.g. the 
' contraction of k~_lebaka_la e~g-~ (for reason of what ?) 

to ka bak~L .. lf!' ns ? • Cp. lebaks. ( reaaor1). 
In ·Lambe. this prefix .1s shortened from 111• to 1-

sa.ve oefore stems 'beg1nnir.g with a vowel or aliisal compound. 
Of. Doke, Lamba, par. 155. 

-------...---------~--~ ..... 

and from the nature of the soundswh1ch have resulted from 

the fusion of this prefix with the initial phones of the 
.. 

stem. Of. par. 86 where voicing is treated. 

The· prefixes or classes. 9 and 10 h·ave in many 

cases disappeared, but elsewhere they appear as a variable 

nasal consonant with attendant phonological change 1n the 

1n1t1al phone of the atem. 

, of e.as1m1le.t1on. 

Of. ·par 74f for the treatment 

105. Pr!!ixe~!!LRr1~i-~n~ .... ~!.2.0ndat:Lfunct!on. 

Most noun stems are' found in assoo1at1on with at least two· 

prefixes, ~ri th one of which they are in the singular number 

.. and w1 th t.he other 1n the plural.· 'l'h.us the stem ::.kQ~ 

1e founi in e.esoota.tion with the prefix ru- of class 11 1n 

the singular, and the prefix 1!::. of class 10 1n the plural. 

i.e.. ruko"a (river) (11) 

hooa (rivers) ·(10) 

These would appear to be the · n.ormal forme 1n 

Which the noun stem wokO'g@:. appears • But since this stem 
. . 

appears w.i th other prefixes as ·well, 1 t 1s necessary to 
- . 

d1at1ngu16h the normal, or primary, association of a stem 

with certain prefixes from tho occasional, or secondary; 

association of the same stem with other prefixes. 

e.g. the stem -kooa with the prefixes of classes 13 and 12: 

kakooa (small river) (13) 

tukone. (small rivers) (12) 



·. 

106. Those prefiXGS w1th wh1oh a stem 1s found 

1n 1te primary form and with 1ts ba.s1o meaning nre called 

here I!~ef'1?tfts_!_n_]2rtmary; function, and ·the relationship 

of stama to prefixes 1n primary t'ttnotion ta termed ·a 

1hus, · in the 

examples ruko"a. (river)_ (ll) a,nd houa (rivers) (10), 

the prefixes ru•. a.nd .!f:. are in primary function, and 

the relationship of' the stem -ko\!)a. to them is one of 

primary a.ssoc1a.t1on. · 

On the: other P-and, -those· prefixes w1 th which 

a. stem 1a not found. in tts. prtn11;1.ry :form and. basta meaning 

are termed ar0f1x~s tn_!~~o~~~~ !YB~1ton, and the 

relationship of a stem to' a prefix 1n secondary tunctton . 

is further termed a relat_1Q!!s_~1J2 _Of.Jleoonda.n!:~~§.~l@:~!Q.!l• 

Thus, in tho exnmplee kakg9,e. (small river) ( 13) a.nd 

.· tukopa (small rivers) ( 12), _the prer'ixes- ke.- and. tu-

a.re 1n secondary function, being joined to the stem -ko~ 

wh1ch 1a 1n a-· relationship pf sec.onaary assocint1on to 

them. · The prefix 1n secondary function, 1n being 

substituted for that in prtmary function, e.g.-the prefix 

~ for ru ... always oa.uees a change of meaning, or: more 

often, brings an add1t1ona.l note dr concept to the 

meaning of'tha primary form or the noun. 

107. In e.nyo1.1e class, stems with prefixes 1n 

primary function can ~aually be grouped round one or'more 

.f.C2~! o£ sign1f'1oa.nce. · Thus,, nouns in class 1 are e.ll 
. . 

singular and. all reter·to_human persons, those 1n ola.ee 2 

are all plural a~. refer also to human persons. Many 

nouns in claee 9 refer to animals !n·the. singular. others 

to. persons. It is tru,:} that tn most classes there e.re 
- . 

groups of m1acelle.nea which oe.nnot as yet be sa.tisfaotorily . 

· grouped ·on a s&mant.ie baste; · nevertheless definite 

aign1fioances exist wh1ch are e.ssociated wtth the prertx 
. . . 

in primary function. 



The semantic aspect .of the prefixes in 

secondary function is more striking. This will be made 

clear by the following examples tn which various prefixes 

in secondary function are substituted for those or 
· classes 1 and 2 .in primary function. 

e.g. 
cp. 

mukomana (boy) . 
gomana (big boy) ,(5) 
oikomana (short,fat boy) 

r.ng (7) 
rukomana h!n boy) (11) 
kakomana mall boy) (13) 
hukomana (boyhoo~) (14) 
ztgomana (huge boy) (21) 

~akomana (boys) (2) 
ma.komana (big boys) (6) 
tikomana (short, fat boys) 

(8) 

tukomana. {small boys) {12) _______ ..... 
mazigomana {huge boys) (6) 

The following significances .are seen to be associated 

with the prefixes in secondary function. 

With those o:f' classes 5 and.6, big size.: 

With those ot classes 7 and 8, shortness and 

with those of classes 13 and 12, small size; 

with that of class 11, thinness and length; 

with that of class 14, abstract character. 

stoutness; 

Since nouns or class la have no prefix, a stem 

not normally in class la cannot be placed in it by 

substitution or superimposition of prefix. Neither is 

this change to be effected by removing the pret1x 1n 

primary function~ !netead, the prefix 1n primary 

function ie neutraltzedJ the whole noun being treated as 
'. 

a personification. An important consequence of this is 

that the latent inittal vowel is elided. 

e •8• tsuro (hare) ( 9) . 
· Tsuro (Master Hare) (la.) 

Ua.ny personal names are constructed 1n Shona like this. 

108. With regard to nouns of deverbat1ve stem, 1t 

may be argued that these provide further examples of the 

same process or substitution. 

e.g. mufa.mbi (tra.veller){l). cp. kufamba (to travel) (15) 
cigaro (seat) (7) kugara. (to be sea.ted)(l5) 

Here the prefixes of classes 1 and 7 are substituted for 

that of cla.ss15. This case, however, 1s different from 

that of normal substitut1on·1n that, in the formation 

or deverbative nouns, the stem has a special terminative 

(usually ::.1 or ::,2) wh1oh severs it from the infinitive 



stem with terminative:§· .There is not the same 

continuity between ptufarn~1 and kufa.mba as between rukoels. 

and.· ka.kolt)a. ·and, in the absence· of ·this oont1nu1 ty of 

.stem, we cannot properly talk of 1 te prefixes 1n primary 

and.secondary function. ·.Further the stems of class 15 

. nouns. ·differ from the other b~sically nominal stems in 

being verba.l as well. I regard, then, the prefixes of 

deverbat1ve. nouns as being in primary function. 

A deverba.tive stem once constituted may have 

I· prefixes in primary or secondary tunction. 

:· 
I 

e.g. cige.ro (seat) (7) 
cp. ga.ro (.stock, butt of a gun) (5)· with prefix ri ... 

- · in secondary functiOii:" 

109. To the semantic effect wh1eh .is gained. t"rom 

such substitutions, the significance associated. with the 

1 ClS.SS tO Which the Stem normally belongS prOVideS the 

background .1 Thus, for example., the normal word for a 

man is murume • ·To cell a man by th.e term i'ldume (male 

beast) (9) 1s to use the atem •.rume ln secondary 

association with prefix B::., hav1ngas background. the normal 

association of th1e stem with prefix mu-. It is 

equivalently to iea.ve the human sphere and. descend to the 

associations connected. with. the prefixes of classes 9 and. 

10, viz. animality. Such a substitution ia likely, then, 

to be insulting unless made 1n jest. 

With the use of prefixes 1n secondary function, 

t:herefore, there are e.ssoo1a.ted certain s1gn1f1oe.nces 

which are fully e.ppreci~ted 1n each1nt11v1dua.l case of. 

substitution, when the noun 1n its new form is 1mplic1tly 

compared with the normal form,2 e.g. goman! with mtikoma~. 

ndume with murum~. 

I L. 'l'his is a .. special case of. :tbe .&Em~..J.tSAge_cd'_,pJ..e.3':1.ng~ 
upon words which is observed in riddles, songs, niokn.ames, 
totem-names etc. The associations· connected with a 
normal form are the background against which the new form 
(with ita special semant1cche.ractar1st1cs) is appreciated. 

2. Marconnes ~as so impressed w1 th. the high desre·e of 
1nterchangeab111ty of the prefixes that he declared the 
Shone. noun able to change its prefixes as easily as the . 
English noun its adjectives. In this View there would 



(footnote 2 of previous .page continued) 

---.... ·"""' -----~-------------
exist no normal form with prefix in primary function, 
whereas 1 t .is only 1n v.1rtue of the existence of a normal 
form.with primary mee.nlng that the use of the prefixes 

. 1n aecond.e.ry function can convey their peculiar .force. 
Maroonnee treats the semantic aspect of this topic well 
in parr~ 58-9, 67, 111, .1:58•143, 418, 431. 

In Me.rconnes' view, the prefix 1s an article; 
i 1 t 1e the stem which 19 the noun proper. These are two 

parts of speech and must, accordingly, be written 
separately. Yet he admits that ·the articles divide the 
nouns into genders, a term which he prefers to classes 

. because ·the latter term "almost necessarily conveys . 
the idea of d1v1s.ions ,· categories,· into one of which 
each noun finds a t1xed·ple.ce". par. 431. 

f - ··-·10--~--~....--- ' ·---..-..-........... 

' 

· There ·must, of. course, be .. eome compat1b111 ty 

betwe~n.the meaning.of the stem and that of the prefix in 

aecond:e.ry function. · · Thus Bullookli sa.ys that ~ayrq: (hare) 

(9) m~y be called kat$uro .(small hare) (13~, because he· 
- l 

, is small, but not c1tsuro .(short·and fat hare) (7) .because 
• < - I ~ • • 0 

he 1e not like mb1re. .(9) the :rock-rabbit. Also one may 
~ ' - . . ....._._ - . ; . . 

. ! 

not say cig~ (7) ~f. ~he wasp,·. (tso) (5), because. 1 t .is 

th1n•wa1sted, 'f::hoUgh one --might say ruso ( ll) to comment 

on 1ts.1ensth:· 

· Hence, thou~ Shone. allows.· oons 1d.era.b.le 

latitude tn the subst1tut1onof prefixes in secondary 

function for those 1n_ primary, there are 1.1m1ts set by · 

thEf meanings of .both the particular stems and the prefi~es. 

, . In practice the· stu~ent should heei tate. to use these more 

1 colourful derived nouns until ·.he has hear-d them for himself 

in a context which he. has understood. 

110. ~ prefix 1n secondary function may be. Joined 

to stems in three ways: ·1) .as. a eu~st1tute prefix; 

2 .) as a preprefix; · 

3) as an infix. 

1) A substitute prefix replaces a x>ref1x in 

primary function. e.g •. OP: ka.kot:la (small river) . (13) and 

. ruko\.?a (rtver) (11). , Th1s process ts called substitution 
I 
· of :prefixes. 

~--"· ----------------------
3. Bullock. The Mashona p.i73. Cape Town 1928. 

I 

; 

I 
!t' 

I 
I 



' ;. 

I 

2) A prepref1x is joined, not to a noun stem,. 

but to a full noun which functions as a stem taking the· 

class or the prepref1~. e.g. :cp. c1mut1 (a bit of wood) 

. ( 7) and mY!4, · ( tree) ( :5) • Such a s ~m may be . a l'_loun. w1 th 

·1 te prefix 1n primary· function or one w1 th prefix 1n 

.secondary function• 

e.g. Stem w1th.pref1x 1n primary function' 
' 

cimusoro (decap1te.ted'hee.d)(7) cp.musoro (head)(;) 

huhuswa (nature .or gr~ss)(ll) huswa (grass)(l4) 

Stem.w1th prefix in secondary funo~1on: 

· z1gwt:isha (huge son-1n-le.w)(2l) cp .mukwasha (son-in· 
. . · . · law) ( l ) · · 

Iii the latter example, the noun !!9.8ha.,wh1ch is stem to 

the prepretix ,!_k, ha.e prefix rr1•] in secondacy function. . L 

.The e tern. of the preprefix may be a noun w1 th 
1 

· more than one· prefix already. . 

I .· 

. i 

e.g. mumam1eha. (in the .. cQllections of villages) (18) 
cp. mamieha (collections of villages) ( 6) · 

and. mt Sh_a. (Villages) ( 4) · . . . . 

Such comb ina ti.ons of pref.1xe~ ·may not agree 1n ·number 

where one pre.se1nds. from number • 
.. 

e.g. ci"anh.u (the, nattve language) (7l 
ep. "'anhu (the people ) · (2) · · 

This process may be called the superimposition of 

prefix-es. In the resultant noun; all the prefixes 

contribute to the total meaning. 

3) A prefix 1n secondary :funct.ion me.y be 

an infix. As .s~eh ·1!- 1~ p~aoed between a prefix 1n 

primary or se.eond.ary function and. 1 te. stem. 

e.g. "adz1mai (moth,ers)(2a) .cp. \'Jame.i (mothers)(2a) 

madz1ma.1 (mothers)(6) 

In these examples.the prefix of class 10, ~,1., stands· 

·. between the stem mt.\ and the . prefixes of class 2e.. (the 

prefix in primary function) and of class 6 (that 1n 

secondary function).· This process may be called the 

infixing or prefixes • 



While the infixing of prefixes in secondary 

function is comparatively rare, substitution and 

superimposition are frequent. . . . ~ ' 
In the first case, 

it 1s a stem which,undergoes the semantic colouring 

caused by the prefix in secondary function; in the 

second, it is e. full hO'!J.nll seman.tically more precise 
.. 

than the more. diffuse stem, which is affected. 

e.g. kana (small offspring) (13) cp. •ana (young) 

kamoana. (small :child) (13) moans. (child) (lJ 

111. The following 11ml tat1one upon this eusti tution 

and super1mpos 1 tion of prefixes i~ eecond.ary fun.ction 

have been noticed. · Otherwise, 1t would appear. both 

may be freely pract1cGd in regard both to stems and 

full nouns. 

1) Prefixes 1n secondary function are substituted for, 

not superimposed on, the prothet1o ~ of nouns or 
classes la, 5; 9 and 10 with monosyllabic stem. 

e.g. kashe (small oh1ef)(l3) op. lehe (chief) (la) 

kago (small hornet) (13) 1go (hornet) (5) 

t.umbga. (small dogs) (12) 1mbga (dogs) (10) 

2) Prefixes in seconda~y function are usually substituted 

· . for and not superimposed on class 5 prefix, [r1 ... } 

e.g. kapaQga (small knife) (13) op. 6aQga (kn1.te) (5) 

112 •. :Most noun stems a.re tound in the relation of 

primary assoe1at1on with two prefixes with wh1oh they 

form the singular a.rd plural forms. Some noun stems, 

however, DJS.Y be round thus associated with lese than two, 

some with more. 

With less: Some nouns are tourd in only ~ne number, 

of singular form, e.g. c1~e~e (orampa)(7). or 

of plural form, e.g. mapere (leprosy). (6). 



\ With~~or:~.: In the case of some stems in frequent association 

with sevE(lral prefixes, it is difficult to decide 

which 1e .the no.rmal form" 

mu.nhu (pers.on) . ( 1 ) 
oir..hu (thing) (7) . 
panhtt (at a· place) (16) · . 
kunhu (round a place) (17) . 
hunhu (nob111ty of character) (11-1-) 

mutenda ( 1nva.l1d) (1) 
denda (fever) (5) · 

· nhend.a (e1ckne,ss) (9) 
katend.a (defeot·of· character)· (13J 

However, a case can be . made out for a normal fprm in I . . 
: . . 

: each ins ta.nc~ and. tt 1s probably ·more ·sa. tis factory to adopt 
: 
; the hypothes.1s of. one normal f'ot>m for each noun stem. ·e:nd ·. 

1 regard the others .as dert ved • 

; 113. Numbe:ro. . Some noun· classes are basically singular l J'. . . . 

. in s1gn1f1oa.noe, oth~ra a;ra bas1oally plural, while others 
I 
I 

·:have no number. This is indicated. 1nthe table of' class 
{' 
:prefixes by the column under whtch each class 1s entered •. 

Noun classes which are e1ngula.r or plural are 

:usually paired, nouns 1none·s1ngular class having their 
I • • 

'plurals in anothe-r, and linked, plural class. In the 

ita.ble of class prefixes, the paired. singular and plural 
i :forme are set oppoa1 te ea.ch. other. 

A .singular class may have more than one paired. 

:plural •.. 
i 

Thus, nouns.tn.olass.ll form plurals, some 

in ola.sa 10, some 1n cla.es G •. ·. 

e. g. rur1m1 (tongued ( 11) 

ruoko (arm) (11) 

nd1m1 (tongues) (10) 

maoko (arms ) ( 6) 

· A plural ole.ss ma.y ha.ve more ·than one paired 
- . 

~ingular. · Thus,, nouns in class 10 form singulars in 

blase 9-ar.d class 11. 

e.g •. ha.ma (~elativee) (10) 

hot) a ( rt trere )' ( 10) 

hama (relative) (9) 

rukooa (river) (11) 

A noun class basically, singular or- plural may .· 

6onta1n nouns Qf no number .;. 1i1~. nouris that do not 
' 

;ndioate an entity or ent1 t.1es btit material, quantity 

or abs tre.c t qual1 ty • 
i 



e.g. raadabga-d&bga. (thin porr14. se) (6) 
c1kadz1 (woman-fashion) (7> 

Similarlr, a poun clasa baeically neutral with 

regard to number may include nouns 1nd1cat1ng singular 

objects. 

e.g. huao (face) ( 11) 
op. huci (honey) (11) 

Nouns which are plural 1n ~orm may be singular 

1n reference, being honorific torms. 

nouns 1.n ole.se 2a. 

e.g. oa~te (tather~s a1ater) (2a) 

Tbeaa include many 

Classes 11 '· 19 and 21 have no linked plurals 

1nd1oated 1n tht table. The linked plural classes or 

class .11 are olaasea 10 and 6 aa already stated. The 

plural of olaes 19 1s olaas 14 

e.g. ~&n& (small child) (19) 
· bgana (amall children) (14) 

The plural of olaaa 21 is the preprettx ma- or class 6 

in secondary tunat1on. 

e.g. zirume (big male) {21) 
maz1rum• (big males) (6) 

The.var1oue·forma ot a1ngular, plural and 

or no .number will be treated 1n detail below. 

The Stem 

114. The second element in the noun is the stem • 

. · The stem, as such, ··is· not involved in the change from one 

el&ea to another,. whether this change be that of the 

e1ngule.r to the plural class or v1ce versa, · 

'e.g. mukad2:i (woman) (1) t?akadz1 (woaen) (2); 

or that or the substitution of· one pretix for another 1n 

secondary function. 

e.g. mukadzi (wom&n) (I) ciltadz1 (short,tat wma,n) (7). 

The stem may be involved, however, 1n phonological change• 

vh1ch are occasioned by the add1 t1on or the pr.t1x. to the · 

, atem, .only the 1n1t1al phone or the stem being affected and· 

such changes d1!fe~1ng according to the nature ot the prefix 



concerned and the initial phone of the stem. 
. . 

Noun stems may be basically nominal or they may 

be derived from other parts of speech. 

e.g. muke.dz1 (woman) (1) 1n which the stem 1e bae1oally 

·.nominal; muf~p'J!b1 (traveller) (1) in which the stem 1o 
derived from ~re.mba (travel). 

In the material that follows, noun.s with derived 

stems e.re treated .in detail (in Chapter l V) after nouns 

wtth basically nominal stems (the present chapter). 

Classes 1 and 2 
.. .-......----

115. The prefixes or ale.ss l and. 2 a:t-e 1m!::. and wa-

respeott vely bet ore all stems commencing in e. consonant e .. nd 

before deverbattve stems oommen.c1ng in a vowel. 
' 

116. Class 2 is the normal plural form of nouns in. 

olass 1. but oerte.in class 1 nouns form a. plural in class 6, 

with prefix me. .. in secondary function.· 

117. Variant fQ.!:ms of the _t!ref1xeu 1) Before non-
' -

. deverba.t1ve stems commencing .1n a vowel, the prefix mY::,> mg-, 

the vowel :g being oonsona.nta.l1zed; dialectally, .however, 
·, ·. 

1 semi ... oonsonante.lization. ( mw•) and semi .... consonantaltzation -
with nasal resonance (mw-) ts fo1,1nd in place of full 

, consonantal1zat1on.l The prefix "a.-> !2.::_, the vowel A 

;being elided. This does.not happen before deverbe.ttve_ 

, stems commencing in a. vowel; . there is, instead, juxtapoe1 tion 

,of vowels. 

e.g. moane. (child) 
IIUJe ne (owner) 
llllJ&ni (stranger) 

' . 

"ana. 
"ene 
"ent2 

but muend.i. (one who goes) oa.end1 
multi (agent) ~a1t1 

' . 
cp. •enda (go) 

•1 ta (do) 

~2) In quick speech, .!!!Y.:,>Syllabio !!!::. 1n an unstressed. 

;syllable, especially before labial and supradente.l sounds 

----------------·--~~-----------

I 

2. 

Of. Doke, S}lona Phonetics. par• 206. 

I have inferred that the vowel a has been elided from 
the prefix of the noun ~!1!1@: because of its certain 
elision in the oases of "ene and ~en1. An alternative 
to "en1 exists in \?tten1.- -



in Zezuru.1 

e.g. mperekedzi (companion) op. 
mbururuki (one who flies 

-perekedza (accompany) 

.. bururuka (fly) 
·-pfura. (t'crge) 

but 

. along) 
mpfuri (blaokemi th) . 

mup1 (giver) -pa (give) 

118. !! th 12ref1xes in Ri"1mari_tYJ:!£~!.QB, the nouns 

in these classes 1'nd1ca.te: 

1) persons or various kinds and conditione; 

2) members of tr1'bee and peoples; ·· 

3) nouns formed trom verba; theee are either agents or 

patients of the verbal action. · 

e.g. 1) inunhu · (person) 
murume (man) 
mukadz1 (woman) 
muaikane. (girl) 
murantip. (servant) 
muridz1 lowner) 

uanhu 
l.?arume 
unkadz1 
"'as1kana 
uaraMa 
1:lar1dz1 

Notice the following cont~actiona of noun + possessive: 

moana~gu~ (my oh1ld~) cp. moana w~gu (my child) 
mu5iyaogu (a neighbour) 

The first example is used B.S·an 1nterject1ve. 

2) In thi$ category, the class 1 noun indicates a 

member of the tribe or people. Where the tribe is a small 

and te.millar grouping, the plural 1n class 2 indicates that 

the people spoken. or, members ot the tribe, are regarded 

by the speaker.in a friendly manner. The plural in class 

6 indicates that they are regarded 1n a hostile manne·r. 

Where the tribe or people is a large, strange orunfamiliar 

grouping, the plural form may be 1n either class 2 or 

class 6, The latter form is not necessarily hostile 

nor is the former form necessarily friendly. 

probably neutral. 

Both are 

e.g. muMbire (a MQire) 
muNjanja (a NJanja) 
muHuQgwe (a HuQgwe) 
muHera (a Hera) 
muRot1 (a Roti) 
muShawa.aha (a Shawasb.a) 

------·--...-.-----------

oa.Mb1re I maMbire 
oe.Njanja I maNjanja 
~aHuogwe I maHuogwe 
oaHere. I maHere. 
\1aRot1 I me.Rozi 
\?aShawa.she. I maShawasha 

1. cr. Doke, ShOna Phonetics par. 88. 



muPutukez1 (a Portuguese) · 
muNde~ere (a Ndebele) 
muKuwa (a white man) 
muRuogu (a White man) 
muzuogu (a white man) 

me.Putukez1 
maNdeoere 
maKuwa 
oaRuogu .· 
"e.ZuQgu I ms.Zur;n~u1 

3) Nouns with deverbative stems: _,...,.__, ...... _ ... The stems or most 

deverbative nouns in these classes are formed by substituting 

terminative -i for -a in the verb stem. - -. The r~sult1ng nouns 

signify the agent of the action or the ~erb. 

When this process is applied to passive stems, the 

deverba.ttve nouns signify the ~at.1ents of the action 

indicated by the ver-b stein. . Sometimes these stems do not 

suffix terminative =1• but retain the passive ending. 

These are living processes, hence many verbs have 

corresponding deverbs.t1 vee .indicating agents and patients. 

e.g. mu61 (th1et) op. -ea (steal) 
mu6ati {governor) -eats. (hold) 
mui t1 {agent) -ita. (do) 
musokeri (outsider) -sokera (press in) 

mutumai {messenger) •tumcs .. (be sent) 
mutumoe. (messenger) 
mu6atwi (captive) -ea. twa (be held.) 
mutorwa (outsider) -torwa (be· taken) 

119. the pref1xes.1n_!!£Qndarx ~ynotion: 

1) The pre:t1xes of these classes are oooast.onally used as . 

prepref1xes before n.ouns 1ndioat1ng persona. but normally 

in other classes - usually classes 5 and 9. 
note 1s added to the noun.by this process.2 

---~-----------------------

A personal 

1. The e1tue.t1on with regard to these plurals indicating 
non~Shona peoples is not clear, some names having been 
directly imported from outside. Op. muRuagu (European) 
uaRuogu with muKiwa (European) maK1wa. The form muKuwa; 
pl. ~~ 1a, very likely, a direct borrowing from Venda 
where the word 1s f:l!:q.uwa, pl. mLKllYW!. (white men). The 
form for the Ndebe~ 1s probably a borrowing from that 
people. Cp. Ndebele: ymNde5ele, pl. gmaNge6el!· The 
form m!Zu!J.BY ·I have heard· 1n the expre.ssion: MaZuog4 
magyok~-rThe Europeans are b1g snakes)~ . 

2. Outside the· sections directly concerned with th~ forme 
of the plural, 1 t i.e· not necessary to append. plurals 
where these are regular in form. 













































































































202 •. 
§!.ntenc,es · .the,_eoricord.1al: ,agre.ement; 

' ; .-
l?amushs. pake patsa h1s new 
· . village . .1 t is high; • know 1 t). . . 

Anoga.ra pe.lnr,)e _ (lie 11 ves elsewhere) • __ 
Pose- paa.nofa.mba .lld1nopaz1:oa. (I know whel"ever he goes) • 

Kumusha kwaks- kutse. kunemhuka zhinj1; (At his new 
· . . · -village there are many e.nime.ls; _I kno'IN 1t) •. ·. -- -. 
KumQe I.twose kWaanoge.ra. anobvs. ·ate.ndwa (He. 1s che,sed. away 

_from every other.place where he dwells). 

Mumba .ma.QgU mu:tea mut1odz1a (In my new house it is ,.;.arm) • 
Ariogara mumoe mumba; (He lives 1n another 
· · · hou.se; I know 1 t). -. ·- _ 

Mumba mose tnunohuts.l (In every_ house .there .1s smoke). 

the stem of the class nquri.is a noun itself, 

concords agreeing with 1t e.re alterne:t1ve to concords of 
l. . -

-.classes 16-8 • 

. e.g. pa.musha wake mutea (at his new 

The prefix of class 19 is save before vowel­

commencing non-d.eve-rbat1 ve s tema, when 1 t ts_ §.::.·· 

'rhis.claas oeours mainly in the Marl dialect of Ka. 

where the plural is provided by class 14. 

The s1gn1t1ea.nce of these classes is that of d1m1nu­

t1 ve things) usually ... They repla._ce, _in this dia.lect, 

·:the more widely used classes 13 and 12. 

204. 
ye.rimnt1,orms · o.f. prefix: Before stems of 

non-dever"bat1ve, nouns. prefix §1- > the vowel being: 

e .. g. sa.ne. (small child) bga.na 

These prefixes w1 t.h. this a1gntf1cance are not used save 

tn seoonda,ry function .• 

e • g. $1Qguru"e _ ( sma.1l pig) 
s1mbudz1 (.small goat) 

205. 
The concords: 

.. _ Enum. 

s1- $1-

cr. o'IIei"!, ·p.727 

9-Yanj! .. 
2 

QO-

"uugurut?e 
1:1umbud z 1· 

Pose. 
2 

sa.-

··obJ. 
2 

e1- -e1-

2. These are the basic forms undergoing phonological changes 
as mentioned .1n the footnote to 120. 



,· 

206. 

' ' 

$ana $S.Qgu sttema. $lnogwara; ndtno'sire:pa (My sme.ll ·black 
. . . ·. . child is sielq I Will .treat it). . · . . . 
Imbga dzadya $1:r;Jsuruoe sose (The doge ate a whole little ptg). 
Ndir1 kut$e.ga . $1mbud.z1 $1Jl'Jl;)e ·. (I a.m looking for e. certain 

. 11 ttle ,goa~). . · 

Olass· 21 
~~-

207. 
· The prefix of class 21 .. is z1:... before stems oommeno1ng 

,in a consonant and,.,J.:. b$fore .vol'iel-commenc1ng: stems. 

In the plural fo~m of th1s cl$,Se, class.6 pre~ix is 

prepref1xed to .the class 21 .. noun. . . . -~ 

208 ~ 
Yf.!.r1a.nt fgrrl,e ot ~t.!..~ :grefi~.t Before vowel-eommancing 

~tems; _the prefix ~!:.. > i:,, the vowel i ·being elided. In one 
. . . ' -· 

:case !h.:. is found. 

zoto (large firepla.ee) mazoto cp,moto (fire) (3) 
zana (l.firge child)· ms.zana Jil1')ana (child.) (1) 
zenga (large frytng . ma .. zeoga · rweoga {fry_· ·tne;_ ·. 

. · .. pan) . · pan)· (11) 
zura (large frog) ·. mazurs cura (frog) · ( 7) 
zhenje (large torch) ;nazhenje .. moanJ.e (torch) (3) 

Ihe BI;Sf1x ot olass al is one ot:~.~CQndar:'t .funoti:,oru 

· All nouns of this olaes are a.ugmentatives .ind1ce.t1ng great 
·, c.· 

. ' 

In the treatment or' pt-efix [r1·] of 'class 5 1ri 

.secondary function, it was potnted out' that li-t-] forms 

augmentatives of let degree when ,joined to non-class 5 stems. 
• • • • j ' 

e.g. .6uka (large animal.) op. 
· gadz 1 . (large' woman) 
.sikana. (large girl) 
dZ'Irtand.a (large ·awkward 

mhuka. (ant mal) · ( 9) 
mukadz1 (woman) (1) 
musika.na. (girl) ( 1) 
tswanda (basket)_ (9} 

basket)_ 
Augmentatives of aecon.d degree ma,y be formed by 'pre-

pi"ef1x1ng class 21 prefix to these augmentatives: 

cp. 

z16uka (huge beast.>. . . 
z1gadz1 (huge wome.:n) .. • 
z1s1kana (fine, big girl) 
zidzikana (hue;e girl- used. in scolding) 

Nouns of class 5 form s1mple augmentatives by pre':" 

: prefixing class 21 prefix. , t-1a.ny non-class 5 nouns · a.l.eo ~orm 

augmentatives in tl:;tts ola.as without previous substitution 

or Sl.lperimpo~ition of :[!'1-1 in secondary function. · This 

.seems to be especially the case with nouns of class 9 and 10. 



But the size connoted by the'se forms ts larger than 

that of ola.sa5 e.s an. Elugments:t.ive of t'1rst degree. 

e.g. z16aQg8> (big unwieldy kni-fe) 'op.6aoga. (kn1te) (5) 

:?10~ 

z16ere (huge hyena.) . · .. 5ere (hyena} (5) 
zidatya (huge frog) datya. (t"rog) (5) . 
zltswa.nda (large 'basket) tswanda (basket) (9) 
zinhambge (long step) ahambge (stelo>) (9) 
zinyokQ... (very b1g snake) nyoka (snake) (9) 
zi.horomba, ' (very, blg .male baboon) 

horombe, (male 

z1nyana. (very big chick). 
z1ny1.na. (very big mother) 

zimunhu {big person) .· 
z 1nhu (fe.arful, repulsive 
· · thing) 

me,z1 tsoka {great,· b:1g· feet) 

bbboon) (9) 
· ny"a.na '(chick) ( 9) 

nyj.t1Q (one that has . 
bo. rne youns) (9 ) 

inunhu ( per.eon} ( 1 J 

tsoka (feet) (10) · 

The following types of stems form e.ugment8.t1ves 

exclusively tn class 21; monoayllab1o stems of classes la., 

5 and 9, 

.e.g~ z1mbga (huge dog) op. tmbga (dog) (9) 

vowel commencing stems, 

e.g. zana. (huge child.).· ep~ mQana. (child). (1) 

211. 
Augmentatives are .use.d for ms,ny puz:poeea besides that 

of the desor1pt1on of s.ize. Thus' they may be used for en-

couragement, 

e.g. Cienda 1we.z~Jaza (Go on;now, you great big :man) 
I 

said to a small boy by his mother; 

and for purpose.e of abuse and scolding, 

e.g. ::?arume guru· ·guru rakaday1, unod.y1rey1 tat?ana t?ad1k1 ? 
(\thy does . . e. btg fellow like you eat ·the eh1ldren1 e 
things~ 

These 1mpl1ca:tions enter into. the· plural. 1n claee 6 also. The 

plural can e.lso, of course, beaT a multial or quantitative 

se.nse when. applied to· substances .. 

e.g. mazttsoka. (~great big feet}. _ _ . 
Usafuo~e· kut1 ndauya. kuzon.wa. maz1mvura. ·e.ko AJO 

a.ka.eha.pa .(Don't'th1nk that I have come 
.' to drink that rotten, b1 tter 

water of'. yours).· 

In the last example, the augmentative sense,_ a.a often 

happens, has passed over t.nto the pejorative. • The thing 

is an E.lnormity. 

212 •. 

The concords of class 21 are ·those of class s .. 



. I 

Mverbiala funct1on1ng·.as nouns • 
. . 

Just .as many. substantives in Sho.na func;:t1on without 

any change of· form as adverb1e.ls, so, conversely, adverbi.ale 

mayfunctiorias noun.a. Th1e is the case with ad.ver'bia1s 
1 •. 

formed with ~. · 

The forms.ttva kj!.- forms. adverb1aJ.s of degree with 
:' ! . ,. 

adjectival ano. enumerati.ve stem~ • . ' 

e.g. kaahome, (to a: small d-egree) ep. -ahoma (few) 
, ·kazh1nj;.. (often) . :"'Zh1n.11 ·(man,) 

ktt"1r1 ( twlce) . . -t~tr.1 (two~ 

:tt 1s also fo;u.nd in the a'dverb1al M~ "(long a.go) • 
. . . 

When f.uncM.Qn1ng tie nouns. adverbial~ of th1 s type 

govern concords tu~ follows : 

e.g. 

QMtu).t. Foss .. . subJ.. . ObJ. • 
2 

ko- ka.- ka- -ka-

Motekare ya.katuta ka\7ir1 kose (The motor-car 
CF.trrted quite twice - 1 ts load) ~ 

. •· 
Kare ltal')gu. na1c1r1 IDIJ&na mudild. (.My olden days, 

while l was st111 e. small dt11~4) · .. 

Ka.~:J1r1 ka.nodt.kanwa kwazo (Twice is (what 1s) needed 
.l · indeed}. 

Nd:1nokacfa kao1r1 (I want (the) twice). 
. . 

ap. katatu_ ea1ko (reAlly three times) ... where .1ko is· the 

. absolute pronoun. refen1ng to 'katatu'(three times). 

It ts.probably baoauss of the presence in.tha language . ! 
·of a. noun class w1 t.h pr@ftx ka- . the,t th1s parallel development. 

·. . .. :;. 
on the ad:verb1c.t1 level he. a taken pla.ce. 

1, . 'For the· trea:tmer.it..;;.. of ·!!::. a.e adverbial rorma.t1ye ·cf. par.~o2. 
Op. Marconn~s, par.283 a, b where, howeV'er, • •ke.- 1s · 

. not used ~1s: e.· verbe.l particle, as tf.J8.rconn~s saya,but as 
the obJect concord referring to the a.d.verb1al ke.shome. • 

. ~. Thts concord un~ergoes .substitution, cp.keS!t• I have not 
given adjeotival a.nd enumerative concords since it 1s . 
with adject.1v.a.l and enumerative stems that ka.- a.ppeare 
in :tts prime:ry and ·adverbl~.l function. .. 

3. Gp •. Marconn~s, pa.r~ 9'+- where the absence of ka.- .(class ~ 
prefix of class 13) 1n :Ka.ra.nge. is linked with the absence 
1n Karanga of the adverbial formative under d1scuse1on; 
and tbe use of ~ (prefix class 11) as a diminutive 
in certain dialects .1e linked w1 th the use of' ru- .as 
an adverbial formative of degree. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE N 0 U .N (continued) 

DERIVATIVE NOUNS. 

214. 
In the previous chapter we have seen that nouns, in . 

general, are composed of two elements - the prefix and 

the stem. The prefix has bee.n cons1d.ered as etther in 

primary or in secondary function. The stems of the nouns 

which have been treated he.ve mainly been primary stems, 

i.e. stems that show no s1e;n of orlg1n from another word •. . 
We have now-to consider· a second class of noun stem, 

. . 
vtz. the derivative stem~.· Derivative stems are those that· 

originate from other pe.x-ts of speech, from oombine.tions ot 

these, or-from simpler noun ,stems by the addition of a 

-Suffix~ Accord,1ng to the-derivation of-the stem, derived 

noun stems may be classified_ as follows : 

a) stems derived from verbs; 

'b) -stems derived from substantives·- 1/ by prefixal formation; 
·. 11/ by euf'f1xe.l formation; 

c) stems derived from Qual1f1cattves - both adjectival and 

enumerative; 
I 

d.) · stems derived from id.eophones. ·_-

In addition we may consider the-oases of: 

e) . · . Compound nouns. ~ 1/ W1 th red~pl1 OS. ted stem; 

t) imported nouns • 

11/ with stem formed from oomb1nat1ons 

of elements from various parts ot 

speech; 



215. 
a) Noun stems derived from verba. 

Verb stems, which are the ate•• of verbal nouns of 
1. 

claas 15, generally conaiat or verbal root and terminative 
2. 

=A· Verb ateme supplying the baais for deverbat1ve noun 

stema may be simple, in which case they generally constat 

of verbal root and terminative~. e.g. -tuma (send), 

or they may be d~r1vat1ve and belonging to one or other or ,. 
the derivative verbal species. In this case they will 

consist or verbal root + derivative autf1x which generally 
a-q. 

includes the terminative ~~-tu•ga (be sent) 
•tumira (aend to, for etc.) 
-tumiaa (make send) · 

In general, deverbative noun stems are of two kinde, 

those with terminative ~! an~ those with terminative •6. 

Thoae with terminative =! are generally personal and 

usu~lly agentive, though when derived from passive stems 

they indicate patients. Thoae with terminative =2 are 

impersonal and uaually instrumental. In both caaea, termi­

native& -i and :2 are substituted for terminative :! ot the 

verb etem. 

Deverbative stems with term1natives -e and =Y and, in 

classes other than class 15, stems with terminative -a are 

found, but the meaning and function or these terminatives 

ia not clear. 

Deverbative atems together with the noun prefixes 

constitute the deverbative nouns. In these, the prefixes 

are usually in primary function. 

The formation of deverbative nouns, then, ~ in­

volves, in all, a two-fold formation; attribution of prefix 

and attribution of terminative. In some classes these 
-r~~ 

proceeses are living, and nouns may be ~und from verb stems 

at will. In others, the processes are not living, and while 

actual examples exist, nevertheleas other nouna cannot be 

formed at will upon the pattern that they set. Unless it 

is indicated to the contrary, the process of derivation 

should be taken aa non-liv1ng. Nouns always should be 

derived with caution, as it ia always possible, either 



that such derivates do not exist, or that they may have 

acquired a particular m~aning not corresponding to the 

normal meaning of such derivatives. 

1. Stem: That part of a word depleted of all prefixal 
inflexions. 
Roota The irredhcible element of a word; the primitive 
radical form without prefix, suffix or other inflection. 

Doke, Bantu Linguistic Terminology pp.200,192. 

2. These are stems derived from verbs. 

'· For these species and their relation to the primitive 
stem, ct. Chapter VII>The Verb Stem. 



216. 
£.ERIVATIVE NOUNS IN THE VARIOU~ CLASSES. 

Deverbative nouns exist in all classes. The prefixes 

of these nouns are found, almost always, in their full 

forms, but theFe are ·one or two examples of change. 

The ,singular and plural linkage 1s the same as in 

non-deverbative nouns. Substitution and superimposition of 

prefixes also obtains, though to a limited extent. 

Classes 1 and 2. 

217. 
Deverbative nouns of these classes are all personal. 

They are formed by prefixing class 1 and 2 prefixes to the 

verb stem and by substitution of terminative .=1 for =!• 

This is a living process. The noun resulting from this 

formation signifies the agent of the action expressed by 

the verb stem from which 1t is immediately derived. 

e.g. mupi (giver) 
muOi (thief) 
mutari (parent) 
mutumi (sender) 

-pa (give) 
-oa (steal) 
Mtara (give birth) 
-tuma (eend) 

Where the verb stem is that of the passive derivative 

species, terminative .:J! sometimes remains as alternative 

to =1· Patients are indicated. 

mu6atwa ) 
mubatwi ) (captive) -oatwa (be caught) 

mutapxa ) 
mutapx1 ) (captive) -tapxa (be captured) 

muf1rwa ) 
mufirw1 ) (one bereaved)·firwa (be bereaved) 



Ole.s~e_e la, and 2a 

218. 

P~:ra.on1f1cat1ons e.nd personal names ar-e made from 

predt;oa tee! · Example a or personal names wh1 ch are, 

morpb.oloe;i-ca._ll.y., -1znperat1ves and. ·tndto~ttvee, were g1 ven 

1n par~ lJl~ · The a~ase 2a. form ~$ the honor~f'1c plural. 

Further exalJlples: !omen'.I[J . Pfi!.mee '! 

Muca.ta.mba. 
Ma.ndlt.'J_eQga 
Ndalnita.dza. 

Muca.6a.y1we. 
w,d.ye-gora . 
MeA:ahoQga-.nyika. 

.. op. mucat.e.mba (you ,will dance) . 
mand.toeaga (you have -hated meJ · · 
nda1tutad~a. _(I have. offended you) 

Men~ s ::namA_e ... 
... - -y, I ~ ,,::. . .-

cp. ~ca6.ayt:wa ·(you w1ll.·be kille_ct).·. 
wadye-gora .(lte..) <you ate:the eagle) 

· ·· . _me.shGQga. .nytka (you e.re adorned. 
. _ · · . · · (wt th) land): .· 

·· · There is so.metimes ·a ditferenoe between th~ name .e;nd 

the corrEHJponding predicate in use tc:>d.ay., 
~-. 

~ .• g. Mutambirwa cp. munotambirwa (y.ou are danced for) 
Wadye wadya (you have ea. ten) 

1. A sar1ous .et.udy. ·of tlie formation of na.mes in. Shone., 
hitherto unattempted,, woul:d.. throw light on the 
morphology of the la.ngu~ge,, both h1:etor1oa.1 and con-

. tEnnpora,cy. I.s 1t poss1ble: that, 1.n ·this name, w,e ·have 
the simple 1mp11cat1on,, .~ncle_f1ntte ·aspect, a form onot 
now used 1n norma.l,.speeoh_, eave w1th -one or two -verb 
stems~· . . . · . · · 
6p. Also the surv1va1 of the.varb stem -za, usually 

· found.• only .. tn. com'b1n.a.t1on with ·a .. follo. wine; infinitive 
prefix in the·torm.-..zo"': (•za.-+ ku- > -zo-). 1n the 

· name Muza~nenha.mo ( 6ne who . comes with misfortune) • 

"· 



. ' 

Qlaseea . :r amd .4. 

219. 
Deverba.ttve nouns ot these classes are all impersonal, 

. and are formed by subetttut.tng terminat1. ve -o for the 
. l. 

~ermine.ttve ·.::! of the ve;rb stem. Where the verb stem 1s 

that ot the applied species, the resulting nouns indicate 

the manner of. a.ot1on sign1f.1ed by the verb atebl. Derivation 

here ts e. 11v1ng process, but where the applied species ts 
'. \ ' . ' -

passive in addition, derivation 1n this sense ts restricted. 

to transitive verbs. . In Ka. the term1na.t1 ve ts .:.!.• 

Nouns dertved trom verb stems other than the applied; 

· parttcula.r_ly simple stems • indicate a. subjective act or 

state; otherwise instruments are 1nd.tca.ted. 

e.g. - from applied etemsJ 

muridz1r.· o (way of pla;y.tng) · 
mud1ro (way of loving) . 
muret>ero .(way· .of speaking, 

. . e.ooount) · . 
mur. 1r1ro (way of or7itig) 
muz1p1ro ( tasttnee~) · .. 

-rtdzira (play for etc.) 
-dft-a · (love for) 
-ret3era (speak for) · 

-r1r1rs. (cry for) 
•zip1ra (be sweet for) 

mute.r1rwo (waY. or' belng . -zartrwa· (be born for) 
· born) . 
murap1k1rwo (way of ·being.· -rapirwa. (be treated for) 

treated) 

op. 
Sh1r1 tnomurlrirow~yo, ha.iusiye (The bird has ita 

way of calling, 1 t. does no.t leave 1 t) • 

. . The plur~l of such no.una is 1n. class 4. 

e.g. . 
m1d'1ro (ways. of. loving). .-.ctira (love for) 

The plural 1n oiass 6 with pref1xma.- in secondary 

functiop. indicates the singular act, but as complex, cuniu­

la.t1 ve of eubsid.iary processes. It is so~ times w1 th 

d.t:f'f1culty d1st1ngU.1shed. 1n meaning from the slngular form. . . . . 
e.g. . 

ma6ats1ro (utility) -6ats1ra,(help) 

--· ----~-------------
1'. The joining of the relevant cle.ss prefixes in each 

of the following paired cla.eses will· be assumed 
alftd riot speo1a.lly prescribed~ 



- from other stems.: 

muteQgO (price~ SUbjectiVe 
- · .. . - value) . · · 
muero (w~1gb.t.,subjeot1ve -

· , _ -. • measure) 
munamato _(act -of. prayer) - ·. 
-muteuro (act .of sa.or1f1-oel _ 
muta.uro _ (lttnguage) · · · · 
mufaro (Joy) _ -.. _ 
mubvunzo (a.ot of question ... 

· · lng)._:_-

mutsa1ro (broom) _ , _ 
murum~ko (_cupping horn)-

..;teoga.. (buy) 

·-era ·(mf!asure) .-

.;,;namata (pray} 
-teura (sacr1f1ce) 
-taura. ( s·peak) 
~:fara (reJoice) 
-bvunza (ask) 

-tea.1ra (-sweep) · ... 
-.rum1ka' (let blood-} _-

Clas sea _5.:....An~_§. ~- · 
220. . - .. -- -
· - . De verba. t1 ve nouns _of thee~ ·cltt-t;•ses- are impersonal w1 th 

term1ne;t{ve ::.2.• _ They 1ndtoe.te instruments. 
. . 

-·Where the stem 1e applied, deverbative nouns some-

times indicate· :the place of actl:on •. also, no doubt; constdered 

trom ·a.n instrumental po-int of vtew ~ 
l . •. 

e.g. za.~buko (ford) '· -; :..;:auibuk~ (ford); UrBt-va.mbuka 
d'ainbudzo (a.fflict1on.)· '· "":"tambudza (afflict) . 
bvum1ra.no ,(agreGment) ..;bvum1rana (agree mutullly) 

fsiJttro_ (cooking place)- ... 6tkira. (cook at) . 
Buriro (threah1ng·_floor).pur1ra (thresh at)·· 
6.1.ei:ro (emelti.ng place)-p1s1ra (burn e.t) 
~ha.Qgur1ro (forge l . · . : · ... shaQ~rira (forge at) 

. ' 

A list of deverbatiV'e_ and compound nouns 'tndioating 
- . ~' . 

. t.1.mes of tb.e day and ple,ces was given 1n_par. 143. 

221 • 
. Deverbe.t1ve nouns in these .c:i:e;sees 'w1-th terminative 

::2. 1nd1 ca. te instruments. The. pr.ocess or -d.-ert v1ng these 

nouns seems a. living one,·.espeelally from. simple stems and 

from ce.usatlve stems. 

Where the .stem 1s appl1e~, such nouns tndleate the 

. place of a.ct1on, no doubt. .regarded 1.ns trumentally. 
A few nouns derived from stems 'l:)elo~g1ng to the pe.sstve 

$pec1ea retain the passive end.1ng. They 1nd1cate·produote 
- ' . -~ 

· or results. 
e.g. - from s.1mple and causative stems: 

c.1suQgo (resolution) 
cinamato (prayer) 

-suoga. (bind) 
-namata (pray) 



. - •era (measure) 
-bvunze. (ask) 
-teura (sacrifice) 

ciero (measure) 
o1bvunzo (question) 
o1teuro (saor1f1ce) 
c1ga.ro (seat) 
cigero (scissors) 
otgayo (mill} . 

-ga.ra ( s 1 t.) 
. -gera (out) 
•gaya_ (grind) 

. c1r1m1so . __ ( plo~gh) 
c161k1so (ettok for 

. .s t1_rr1ngJ 
. o1sekeso (joke), -
o1enzan1so (measure) 
e1fuk1dzo (covering) 

- · from .applied ·· e tems: 

•r1mtsa (make plough) 
-6i,k1sa. (cause to oook)-

•sekese. (make laugh) 
-enza.niea (equalize) 
-fukld.za. (cover) · 

. . 
.o1potero (plaoe of refuge)-potera (take refuge at) 
c1ras1ro (place for refuse ).ra.s1ra, (throw at) 

-from passive stems: 
r .. • . 

- c1noogwa (foundling) •noQgwe. -(pe picked up) 
· c1sikWa (creature)· -s.ikWa (be created) 
o1da.kwa (d.run.ttat><l) ·op •. -da.kisa (make drunk) 
oika.r;u;a.nwa (crop of fowl) -kaoge.nwa (be forgotten, forget) 
t1kow1wa (crops) -kowiwa (be reaped) · 

'222. 
.Q!asa . .2_ and .. ~Q. 

P~)!:"sp_rml noun!•' . A ,few deve.rbative nouns in these 

classes with term1nat1~e :J. indicate agents. Stems derived 
. '-

_from passives Jll8.1 retain the passive ending e.nd indicate_ 

~atients~ 

honzeri (cause) 
nhum1 ( aend.er) 
mhedz1 ( f'1n.1sher, 

·consumer) 
mharad.z1 (scatterert 

. · ·. destl'oyerJ 
. mbi.r1m1 (swaggerer) 
nhet:~edz1 (dlsaiple) 
nhugge.rn1r1 (19ader) 

. .. ' 

nhumQa(one sent) 
nhapxe. (captive) 

-konzera (cause) 
-tuma. (send) . 
-pedza. · ( fin~sh) 

-paradza (scatter,destroy) 

-t> trima (swagger) 
-tenedza (follow) 
•tuogamira. (lead.) 

-tumQe. (be sent) 
-ta.pxa (be captured) 

lm:eersonal nouns. ;rmp~rsonal noun.s in this class 

have terminative :q and. indicate instruments. 

e.g. mbato (pincers) 
nhemo (chisel} 
tsono (needle) 
mh1ko (oath) 
mbezo (adze) · 
mbambo (peg) · 
tset~H-> (Jokes) 

Class 11.· 

-6e.ta (hold.) 
-tema (out) 
-sons. (aew) 
.-p1ka (swear) 
.-l3eKS (carve} 
-oamba (peg down) 
-setae. (amuse) 

2~3._ 
Nouns in this class a.re impersonal and take termtna-

t1ve ::.9.· 



They indicate persistent ·subjective qualities or habits. 

Such nouJ1,S are _.a.bst~act and he,ve no :plural torms ~ 

. :A few nouns with the same termtne:ttve .1nd1oe.te. 

instruments and these may form plurals in class 10 or 

Cla.SS·5. 

e.g. ru6o (hap1t·of stealing) -6a (steal) 
ruci\10 . ( covetousrieea) ·~ -o1"a (desire) 
ruz1"o (knowledge) .-z1~e. (know) .. 
rusemo (hatred)· · •eema. (h,e.te) 
:rusaruro (partiality) -sarura (choose) 
runzwa~ (mutual . · -nzwana ( Unders tall\d one 

underata.nd.1ng) another) 
rurt;;tgero (f'org1'venees}" · ·-regers.. (release) 
,ruyamuro (help) · : -ye.mura (help) . 

·rwendp (journey) 
··.·>-: 

. -e. .. nda (go). 

Note the altet'ed torm. of the prefix ;n the last e.xe.mple • 

The plttral· f<?rm 1s ~}iendo or nzend:o (journeys); ·class 10 

prefix being respectively a prepref1x to the class ll.noun 

or a. prefix. 

rufuro (pasture) mafuro '-tura (graze) 

Deverba.t1ve and compound. nouns of class 11 indicating 
. . 

·times of' the day were mentioned in par. 177~ 

Classes ll and. .12 ... 

i>eraonal a.nd.tmpersonal nouns of these classes are 

formed by aubst.1tut1ng th~ir p~el'ixee for those of other 

classes. They are- also superimposed upon prefixes of other 

classes.. ln this way diminutives are .formed. with prefixes 

. . in .se oond.a~y' funot1on. . 

e.g.· karot1 (little so~oerer)_ cp.muroy1 (sorcerer) 
lta.dakwa (little drunkard) c1da.kWa (drunkard) 
~amutsa1ro (little broom) mut$a1ro (broom) 

. . 
cp .-roya (bew1 toh) . . 

· --da.k1sa. · (intoxicate) 
· - t$aira .,fsweep) 

·. ·Cle.se 14. 
225-

Deverhat1ve nouns in this. class are abstract and have 

'no_ plural f'orm .. : They 1nd.1cate per.sonal qual1 ties e.s 

principles of a.ct.ion. This 1a suggested by the te·rm1na· 

t1ve "".1 • ............. 

A fel'T misoelle.neoue ·nouns end 1n ::.2• 



. e.g. hu1p1 (evil} · •ipa (be evil) 
huroy1 (w.itahcraft) ... roya (bewitch) 
hunaki ( goodnee e ) -ll..aka (be good) 
hururamt (straight• · ·. -rurama (be straight) 

.ness) · ·. . . . 
hura:raini · (longevity) -re.rama ( 11. ve long) 
hu,c~njeri (p:rudenae) •cenjera (be wised 
husfmbarar1 (~ndurane~eimbe.re.ra (endure) 
hupupur1 (witness) -pupura (give witness) 

but ep. hud.yi (wild pests} .· 
hupfumt (wealth) . 

-dya ( ee. t) -· 
-pfuma (be rich) 

hutumo1 (mission) -twnoa -(be sent) 

hururamo. (Justice) -..-.rurame. (be_ straight) 
hugaro (wj"y of 11v1ng) .. gara (sit) -
hu.zarwl> (generation) -tarwe. (be born) 
hud.yiro (eat1rig plaee)-dy1re..(eat a.t) . 

- huneto (·tiredness) -neta (become. tired) 
' . . ' ' . . ' ' . . 

226. 
Other class prefixes, viz. those-·or classes 16, 17, 

18, 19 e.nd ;21, are used in secondary tunet1on' in 'the; same 

- manner as those of. classes 13 'and. 1'2-. 

e.g .. pa.mupond1 (at the mumerer)cp.mupond1 (murderer)(l) 
kuciga.yo_ (to the m1ll) . · cigay_o (mill) (7) 
mumuteuro (in the -se.cr1f1ce) muteuro (aacr1f'1ce) (3) 
z1roy1 (b1g sorcerer} muroyt (sorcerer) (1) 

op. -panda (sbrlke)- . · 
-gays (ESrind) · - . · 
-teura. ( ea.or1f1ce) 

· · -roya (bewitch) 

-A number of' nouns derived from "V'erbs are found. 

without change of terminative. Examples·. from passive 
' ' 

stems which retain the passive ending unchanged have been 
. . 

given. In. the following. exa.mpl$9 1 since the plural forma-

tion follows norma.1' rules; oruy th~ s·tngular form 1a g1 ven. 

e .. g. muza.mbare:ra (deceive!')· 
Class l:muroore. (da~ghter-.1n-

. law)·· · _ 
mut.~erera ·1 th1rd;..borri 

child) 
mu~itsa (one to whom a 

ep1r1 t messa.ge 
intelligible) 

Class 3:mus1ka (whisk) 
mupa ta. (valley) · 
mukwidza (ascent) 
muceka. (sash) 
mure"a (eay1pgs) 

-zamba.rara. (11e on stomach) 
-roora (make marriage 
· · payment) - . 
•teoerera (follow on) 

-$1 tsa_ (make arr1 ve) 
te·· 

-sika. (whtrl,create) 
-pats; (be narrow) 
•kw1dza (11ft) .. 
-eeka (cut) · 
-re~El. (say) 



Olaes 5: rema: (fool) · 
s1mba ·(strength) 
nwi wa · ( wa. terme 1 on). 
6ar1ka. · (harem) . 
6lra · ( s~erificie.l• 

. ·feast) 

-reme. (be heavy) 
-s1. mba (be stro. ng) 
-nwiwa (be drunk) . 

·-par1ka (have many wives) 
•pire. ( sacrtf1ce) 

dumira (beetle tha.t . -tund1ra. (pass wat~r) 
secretes· water) · 

Glass 6: madzia. (hot season) . ..;dz1a (be warm) 
: ma.guta. (s·eason or · -gut.a (become .replete) 

plenty) · · · 
· rnanzw1ra (misunderstand... _ _ __ . 

. in_g) - -nzwira · (hear f-or) 
m9.ahural(omens) . •shura (be ·ominous) 
matyira (reverential 

. · tear) .· · -· _- ... tytra. (fear for) 

Class 9: nhukUdza. (.mole)· atukudza (push up soil) 
nhuta (mole) -tuta. (llf't) 
ndima- (plot or groundl~r1.ma. (hoe} · -
nyor-. (tattoo marks) -nyora (mark) . 
mbe."ar1ra (perse-verance) · · . , 

~~a~artra (endeavour) 
mhonda (flail) :~pondA (strike) -. 

Class ll:rukona. (op-poatt1on) ' ·kona (.be difficult} 
ruo1\!u1 ·(lu$t)' · . · · - -·ciua (desire) 
rubg1nya. (splendour) -bg1:nya (shine) . 
rutea- (pe,tch of ·burnt 

veld) · -t~a (burn) 

Class 14-:hunyanya. (excess) · · ~ny~nya, {exceed) · .. 
huenderera (progress) -enctersr9. {go on ,and on) 
hut$a (bur:n) -t,e. (burn) 

228.~·. 
A number of deverbat1ve nouns are found with term1na.-

· tive .::S• 

e.g. 

Class 1: . murwere' (siek ~erson) .... rwe.re. (be siok)- · 

Class ;: · mugooe (share) - ·. 
muswe.re (duration) 

·munhuwe (smell) 

Class s: donhe (drop) · -· 
cfuQgwe · (family) 

· rembe . (dewlap) · 

- - goua - ( share) 
-swers, (pass time) 

···_ · •nhuwa. (emt t a smell) 

•donhs; (drop) 
-tuoga (sprout) 
--remba (hang) 

Class 6: ma1bve-1bve (ripe. fruit) -i'bve, (be ripe) 
- maumbge ( play~houses) · -umba. (mould) 

Class 9: · · cembere _(old woman). 

.... 

· mbereoore ( ohea.t) 
ndumure (weaned child) 
nhume ·(messenger) 

Class 11; rugsr'e (peaee) 
.· rupfa"e .. (gentleness) 

Cle.ss 14: hupombge (aclul tery) 

hugare (peace) · 
hurwere (sickness) 

· -oembera ,(grow old) 
-"eret?ed,za. (cheat) 
-rumura (wean) 
-tu:me, (send) 

-gara (sit down) 
•pfaoa (be gentle) 

•pombgs, (be committed-
. of adultery) 

-gara. (slt) 
-rware. (be .sick) 



A very few deverba.tive nouns are·found with term1na.­

t.1ve .::.g. 

e.g. 

Class 1; muk'Weguru. (te·rm of respect 
woman) · · _ -

ror 
oiiokw$gura. (age) 

- c:f. 
- . Ole.sa 5; 

· of .• 

·ve.mukegulu 
ciu1;.u {heap) 
\fe.dutu(heap ofsometh1ng 

soft) · · - · 

':~ 
-tuta {11f't)of.Ng-thutha. 

Olasa ·11: rufu (dea.th} 
cf. Ve .iufu 

TsW"•loa8 

-fa (die) of. Ve.-ra 

No a(lt1sfactory ex:ple.nation seems to be e,vailttble for 

the.e.bove terminatives~ ·Sometimes it 1s likely that the 

· oorrespondtng verba have been derived from the nouns and thle li 

·S:­
ma.y be the rea.son fOrfhe lack of d1at1nct1ve deverbat<il.ve 

terminative. 

~30. 
b~ _ Nouns derfved _from subete.nttves ~ 

- i/ Nouns derived from ·aubsta.nt1ves by pref1xs.l formativea. 

1) - from nouns by ·mea.ns of the prefixal format! vee 
- se.- and ~Y.:~t'. 

These pref'1xa.l forma.tives e:re used with nouns 1n order 

to express the ideas of owner, guardian, user, a person 

identified with the obj~ct si.gntfied by the noun to which 
~ ... 

these f'ormatives .are prefixed .. ·The resulta.nt words are 
1. 

no·uns or class la .. 

e.g. .. the formative nya-wtth nouns of class 15 as stem. _._ 

nyaku6a (thief} cp. 
nyakuti. (-So-a.nd-so) . 
nyakutuma (the sender) . 
nyaku1pa (the evil one). 
nyakufuta (the fat one) 
nya!tuU:raya (the mu:rderer) 
nya.kuka.ra (the cruel one) 
nyakukurumidza (the one 1n 

· .. . e. hurry) 
· - with 

nyamuza · (.1lleg1 t1ma te 
child) 

ku6a (to steal) 
kuti (to say) 
kutu.ma. (to ·Send) 
ku1pa (to be bad) 
kufuta. (to be fe.t) 
kuuraya · (to kill) 
kukara. (to be cruel) 
kukurum1d.za (to hurry) 

nouns of other classes. 
kuza (to come) 

nyakoko (crocodile) goko (scale) (5) 
·n.ya.mbare (one with call- mbe.re. (callosities) (10) 
. · osittes) 
nyas1mba (strong man) etmba (strength) (5) 
nyavudz1. (hairy person} . vudzi (hair) (5) 
ny:a.nzara (antbeat-) · . · nzara (na1le) (10) 
nyamabiza. (kfJeper of horse~ mab1za (horses) (6) 
nyamap1pi (conjurer) map1pi (tricks) (6) --. 1 :·""'en. the Zulu class· la :format.i vee -so- (fa the:r of) and .-._.. ..... 

~no- (mother of) used to construct proper nouns. Cf • .DQlga, -J. 
Zulu, par. ~05. Cp. also the Lambe. olass la. formatives ~ 
s1- and .M.:.• or1g1nally 1J19.Scul1ne and feminine gender 
forma.t1ves respect1:-ve1y. Cf'. D.oke • Lambe. ,par.l92. 



; . 
' 

.. . ~- -

e .• g. The formative sa.-: 

sa1mba (head of a. house). cp. 
samhuri · (family hee.Ci) · 
sabukb. (k:r·a.e.l head) 

eamusna. (kraal head.} 
. saz1ta (na.mt)eake.) · 

sany1na ( co-wite) . . . 
samukad.zi {fa·ther• s sister) 
saruma.i (5re&t. gra.ndmoth~r) 
sarumbu.ya .(mothel" 6f ·above) 
sanhume ( 1nter.med.ia,.ry . e. t 

marriage ~.egot1a- .. 
t1ori.s} .· •· · · · 

.· sa.r~Qga.no (story teller) · 
·sa.nya.ya (pla1ntt:f'f) · 
sape.mber1 . (lea.der) · · 
sa.kUtire.na {title ot ·address 

to potential· . · 
son-tn ... law) 

1mba (house) (9) 
mhur1 (family) ·(9) 

·buku (tax-register) (5) 
· cf'. · :E:ng.l;ook 

Afr.boek. 
m. · usha .<'vi llase. · ) ( 3) 
z 1 te. (name } ( 5 ) 
nytna. (mother) (9) 
muka.dz1 (womanl (1) 
ma1 (mother) (la) · 
mbuya. (midwife) (la) 
nhume (messenger) (9) 

ruoga.no (story) ( 11) 
nyaya (newa,a.ffair) (9) 

, paniber1 . (a.hee.d.) ( lo) 
kuwana ( to marry) ( 15) 

stiw1ra. (privileged friend 
whose·. duty 1 t 1s to · 
console a.t .·ttmes ot' . 
beroarvemant) · 

~- • ' I 

The plurals . of the aboV(;l oleJe~ ta· ·noune are the same 

a.s thoae. used. ,for ~elat1ves e,nd. kin. · 'lhus the form w1 th 

prefix of class 2a is both honorific and, leas often, of 
. ' . 

. plural r.eference. The·forme w1th the composite prefixes 
. . '. . .. ..... 

. . 

:e .. g. madz1sa.buku · (the kraal heads) 

231• " 

2} Nouns formed. from relative qual1f:i.eative pronouns 

by me~ns of pr~f'ixal format1 ve.s. 

Nouns ofcls.ss~s·l and. 2 are formed by prefixing 

· the prefixes of these tt-ro olaeses to relative qual1f1ca.tive 

·pronominal stems of. ths following type; 
. . 

rela.ti ve concord ot class 8 + conjunctive e.dverb1a.l. 

e.g. mu~1nedo;ro (owner ·of .·the beer)< mu- +. zinecforo 
ep.~inecforo (those with beer.) . 

this 1s the likeliest explanation of the follow.1ng 
. . 

examples which have e. mea.n1ng s1m1lar to the class la,' nouns 

of the preceding ·sect..i.Gn..~--s:JlQ~e.....rult:e.d.,.,..llOKe-YAl'..-.that-, 

w1·th some.· speakers, .-.f¥3;;. 1.s foun.i ins tea~ of -ne~ , with un­

altered vowel, no ine.tter what la.t~nt 1n1t1 .. a.l vowel 1t ·may be 

followed by. · 'rhis suggests ... unle.se s,tna. 1s ·a spec1a.l 

format1 ve of wh;toh the explanation is not yet appe.-



\' 

. l• 
rent - that the noun 1s being treated·as a class la noun. 

·~ '~ .. 

e.g. mu.t1nad'oro (owner of the beer) 
cp. t1na6a6a (father's affai'rs) · 

cp. 

mutina.ptuma: (a rich ms.ri) cp. pfuma (riches) (9) · 
mu.zine.mund.a {owner.oftmf1e.l1) munda .. (field) (') 
nnitinadoro (§Wr1er' of the · Ctoro {beer) (5) 

· . . · beer) . . ""; . . .. · 
·mU:tina.m.bga .. (oWr!er of the d~g}tmbga ·(dog) · (9) 

·. . mue ine.mombe J cattle . u,r~er m()mbe. {.ca. ttle) ( 9) 
. . ·. Qr .herd) · · ·· 

··muzlna.kuenda (the one ltho · kuen~a (t_o go) (15) 
· · has to go) 

mutinakuponda (the execution- · 
· er) · · Jruponda (to ·s trilte) ( 15) 

Wat.atu .muziruigl.twa 
{The third.· one 1e. a tale­
bearer. viz. Tloro • s · 
. company) .· · · · · 

.guwa (t.ale,detraction) 
. (5) 

232. . . 
11/NQ.mJ.s derived- from noun.s 12I_~yf;fixa.l :f'o!:mat1on. 

. In Central Bhona., der1 ve.t1on by .suffix is very mea.grely 

developed. D1m1nut1ve ideas are· con·veyed by the prefixes 

.· of classes 13, 12 • ·19 and. 14 ,· e.ugmente.t1. ve idea.s by those 

of cle,eeee 5, 6 and 21. However • there are . a few nouns in 
. ~ . 

which we find 'the diminutive suffix -ana, itself a noun stem 
j • ••• ·,·~ 

tri the class 1 noun .ma~ne. . (child) • .Lo.ce. t1 ve ideas are eon-
. . . . 

vayed by the prefixes of.cla.se~s lo, 17 and 18 a.nd.,ao far 
2. 

no loee .. t1 ve .suffixes have· been found.. Masculine and feminine ·, 

aufflxes are found inc' a number. of instances. and the auf' fix 
- ' . ' ·•. I 'o' • • • • 

'· ·-:";_: 

-n:<L1.l?Jl la use,d to tnd1oate vax-1oue . types of rela. tionship 

share~ 1n common• 
. 233. 
· · l) · ·!f'b.e diminutive suffix. 

The sufflx. -ana means·' J"Oting, not full-grown' • W1 th 
. . 

nouns 1nd.1.oat1ng ine.n1ma.te things 1 t mea.ns • .small' • '!'he re-

duplicated. form is -a.n!!Y!• 

· eg. mbudzana (kid) ... · 
·1mbganana (puppy) 

. cp. mbudzi (goat) (9) 
1mbga (dog) (9) · 

· r:--:z~~1a a.-ver~stem mea.ning dance. In Sotho a. man will 
re:fer to his totemic a:fftlta.tton. by using this word c 

·--bina . (dance) • · · . . . · . · 
e .g.ke. btna koene {I belon.g. to the crocodile :totem-group •. 

L1 t. I danoe the cro ood.1le ) .. . 
2. Unless . th.e word maQft.t-la,neni ( tn th.e morning; used also 

, as a greeting: 'Good morning!') be a. locative. Cp. 
maogwtuw.(tomorrow) •. Alternatively 1 t may be a variant· 
of ma.Qswa~~!Y!,.on the model of the Ngun1 variants in 
-anfil-e.ne. 



mukomana. (boy) multorna (elder s1blin··· e; of 
same sex) (l.J .. 

tupukanana (microbes)tupuke. (small animals) (13) 

cp. · -shome:na.na (ver;v f'ew)-shoma. (f'.aw) (adjectival stem) 

· In the· e.bove examples," the final vowel 1n the parent word 
' . . " 

undergoes eltsion when ;replaced by the .diminutive suffix. 

In the following examples, .the f\bnal vowel ·or·tb.e pfl.rent 

word is sami-consonante.lized, 1 bocoming x.: a.nd y and ,!2 

becoming :!!· 

e.g. hwayana (lamb). · btra1 (s. beep) .. ·.(~) 
huk:We.na (ohlck;) .. .. huku ( f'owl) (9) 
mbewe.na. (small seed.J · mbeu (.seed.) (9) · 
·ndi:r.wana ~small plate) nd1ro (plate} (9) 
nheogwana. {pt~d1um s1zed cfel'Jgu (basket for crops) 

basket for orous) · (.5) ·. 
' . . . . ( 9) " ' ·,·, . ·. 

l.n.the f'ollow.1ng examples, .. the eli.sion of t,he ;final v.owel 
~ • • • ' •• • • • J 

·e.g. 

In the 

&dya;na. {sma.ll pot) 
muranyana (husb(3md' e 

younger brother}·· 
Ka• 

.fo.llow1ng ex$;mpl~s • ·.the 

·hart. (pot) (9) . 
. . murume . (husba.nd.} ( 1 r . 

a.d.d1.t1on or the suffix has 
' . 

resui ted in consonant comb1nat1.on.s. In th.e .ttret.,: tbe final 

<mneone,nt is ploa1v1zed and. compounded w1 th the heterorgan,.io 

prevela.r votced. fr1oa1;.1.ve before being foll?wed by the 

suffix which :replace.s the fUlal vowel =.:!• · In the eeoond 

th1s compound.];!a 1s.bu1lt.on to the final,oonsonan~, the 

.. b1la.b1al naae.l. anc1 followed l;>Y the suffix which replaces 

the final· vowel -e •. 

ha.bgana (small .jaek;al) 
·murumbga.na (boy) Ke, •.. ·· 

ha\1a (jackal) (9) 
mu.rume (man) ) (1} 

The rnasm..t);1:ne . an'! . feminine :~ruftlxes. 

r.rhere a.:re . two pairs· of. these suffixes, . both of which 

funct,1on elsewhere .as noun stems. 

viz.. -rume '(male) 
-kad.z1 ( f~ma.le >. · 
-komana ·(male)' · 
-sikana (f'emale) 

All the above suff'i:?r.as are 

op. muruma (man) (l) 
· muka.dz i · (;,.roman) .( 1') 

mukomane, (boy) (1)· 
must kane.· ( 1} 

used of. persons .. 

- In addition tb.e suffix -ke.dzt 'is used· of female . --;IE -
a.nt.mals and birds. Sex 1n animals, however. 1e more usually 

indicated. by nouns in a.ppos.1 t1on. 

I 
'i 
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munhurume (male pe.raon) OJUnunh.u (person) (l) 
munhuka.dzt (fema.le person) 
mr.;anarume · (male. child} · ·· · moe.na ( ohlld.) ( 1) 
ttlrlanakadz1. (female oh1ld) 
m.uranda:t:'ume {male servant) ·muranda (servant) (1) 
.murandaJfa.dzi (female eer-
. . . } .. . "'·-~vent} .. · ·. . . 
.muroy1rwne {male sor~oererl . muroy1 (sorcerer) (1) 
muroy1kadz1 (female.aor-

. oerer). . 

· gukurume (cock) · (sJ buku (fowl) (9) 
6ande.kadzi. (female sla.ve) (5) 

\· 
\ 

hos1kad.z1 (otd.ef wife) · hoei (chief w1f~) (9) 
ep .-Ng .1.nk.ru!,!_ (chief) (9) 

ha.n~adzikomana (brother) hanta.dzi (sibling or 
oppost te sex) (9) I 

I 
1 

I 
i 

· ha.nze.dz1s1kana { sts tar) 

•inl'3anakom.ana (son) 
. moanas1kail.ti (daughtel") 

moana (oh~ld) {1) 

· \ A more ·Common method. of 1hd1ce.t1.n.g eelt than the use 
I . 
j of the a.bove stems' .a:e ·euf'f'ixes. ·is to use the nouns murume 
i 
\ and: n}ykad~1, wuk9man~. and must kana ~e the stems or poe.sess1 ve 
' I • 

1 q,umncates. 

i 

muroy1 yqmurume · {a male sorcerer) 
h.$.rrJS. ypniulte.dz1f (a .. t~male relative) . 
ahamQar1 womukomana (a boy friend) 
nherera ,Yomue1kana. (a. girl orphan) 

I . 
' . ' ' . ~ ' ' 

I 
\ 
i 
I ,, 

. cp. l.?e.mbuya: \'Jlttl811 t>omusika.na '(my female. relative-in-law 
who is e till a, girl) • 

· Wt·th names .of a.nime,ls, .sex is usually indicated by 
i . . 
:nouns 1nd.1oat1ng sex .1n ·a.ppos1t10rl to the name of the 
I . . 

.(antma.l. The s.ex-tndt.cse.t1ng nouns e.ret 
I 
I 
' ! 

.. for males: 'hono · {9); · gono ( 5) op.mttkono (male) (3) 

\ - for f'emales.thad.z1 (9); ga.d.zi (5) mukadzi (woman) (1) 
I 
\ 
I 

I The forms . nhunzt ( 9), and d'unt1 ( 5) (female·) are used 
I , 

~or some qomestioatad a.TJ.ime"ls~· 
I 
I 
I Alte:rnn-t.1vely·t~e noun1nd1cat1ng sex is made the 
i . . 
possessor 1n e. possessive construction, qualified. by .a 
I . 

possessive qua.l1ftca.t.1 .. ve of which the stem is the name of 
. I 

~he an1ma.l • 
1 . -

I 
I 

I 

e .a; •. .nzou hono / hono yenzou (ma.le elephant) 
. ' · . nzou ha.dzi I llad.zi yenzou (fem$le elephant) 

:L Op. Ng. 1thunz1 (male) (5) used. of oertatn domesticated 
animals. . 
e.g. 1thunz1 lenkomg {a male bea.et) 

,/ 



shumba . hono l ihono yeehumba (male 11on) 
teuro hadz1 / ha.dz1 y,etsuro (female hare) 

Agatn., the scix-1ri.d:1,cat1ng wor>d may be made the stem 

,of a possessive qU;aliflcat1ve •. 

e.g. rtzou yehono (a bull $lepha.nt) 

. 2:35~ 

Examples of dom~sticated ari1me.ls: 

Qguruue nhUnti (sow) 
huku nhunzi (fowl) 
hwai r1hunzi ( Eme) ... 
. mbudzt nhul':l.Zi. (she-goat) 

3) 'rhe suf:t;tx -nyina of og,.mmon relattonehU. · · 

The suffix ::tl!t.!¥! is used with words 1ndieat1n~ 
. . . 

rele.t1ves to .1rtd1cate persons .who she.re ~l common retat1on~ 

ship to a third. pElrson. It 1s ·&leo used with words of . 

. class 11·. to 1ndtcate the common sha.red rele.t1onsh1p 1 tselt. 

(men whose. daughters are married to · 
the same man aM who sht:tre the rela.­
t1onsh1p o:f' i'e.ther-ln-law to htm) 

tJakWaahan;rtna (two men. ma.rr1ed to two s1s ters and M:o 
share t.he sa.me. relationship to thelr 
common fa the:r-1 n.-l.a.w) . 

l.?aroorany1na. (two woman tne.rrted to two brothers and 
·.·who share the sa.n1G relationship to 

their common mother-in-law) 
bukadztnytna 

h~re.muny.1na. 

(the common relat1onshtp .shared by two 
w1 ves to the .s9.me husband.) · 

(the ...gQmr!lQD-~~-tQ.J..b§..a ··-· ~J· 
sister's husban<l shared by the sisters 
o:f one wi.fe ·with those of another 
co-wife} 

.op~ tezara. (ta:th•r-tn-la.w). (ltd 
r · mukwa,ah$ {son-1n-1Md (1) 

· mul"oora (a. newly-marr'ied bt'ide) .(1) 
mukrad.z1 (\>Tite) (1) · 

.. muramu ( s1ster' s. husban. d. •(woman apeak1;ng)·_·· 
. ·wife's sister (man speaking).) (1) 

236. 
£.t .. _ No!:mS der1. ved. frof.!W1yaliftca.t~1ve stems. 

Nouns, moatly:¢ab~trac:t,, 'mtJ,y be formed from e.dject1 val · 

and enumerat1 ve stems. . These are US\lttlly :tn ole.ss 14 but may 

be in 11 as well. Nouns in o·th.er alassee too are found 

derived from these stems. 

e.g. huinoe ( unt ty-} ( 14) 
~u~1r1 (twoneaa} (14) 
hut.a.tu (threeneae) (14·). 

huehoma (pauc1ty) (14) 
hukuru ( s tze) · ( l'.t) 
hukukutu (ha.rdnes.e) (14) 

~ . ·~ 

cp. -moe {one) 
-"t:ri. (two+ 
-t.a tu. ( thr~e) 
-ah.om~ (few) 
·kuru (b1g} ··. 
-k~kutu · (hard:) 

~ 
.·-~---

I 



! . 

rupenyu· (life) (11} 
ruzh1nj1 (majority) (11) 

-penyu (living) 
-zh1nJ1 (many) · 

. 1• 
o1 muta.rth.a tu ( ple'is.das) ( 7) -tal'lhatu (six) . 

'231·. 
d •.•. )Huns gertvcd. frcv~ ideophone~ .. 

Nouns, often reduplicated in form, are formed from · 

t.deophones with p:ref1x .mu- of· class 3. · . Thts is the form 

which 1s reduplicated., whlle, -uaue,lly, prepref1x oe.- of 
'2. . . 

class 7 is prefixed to the reduplioe.t.ton. 

e .g ~ camud'1d'1d'1 (runn1 ng \or1 th short 
steps}- · . , . · cp. ai ~it~i s~6!t r::~~f 

oamupupur1 (whirlwind) pupur1 pu.pur1 (of 
whirling wind) 

cam.utw1rir1 (staring into tw1r1rt (of ata.r1ng 
. . ~pace). · . .lnto apaoe) 

( ca) muoar~:&ad'a .· ( r1 sing 6ara6a.de. (of ' r1 s 1ng 
qui okly) · qu.1 ekly ... esp. or 

an1rriala) · · ·. · \ 

ee.mueaca:-mucaca. (continual ca ea. ea (of , hea:~y 
pa tte:r of rain) rain falling) 

csJnusetu-.mueetu (of hopping up 
, · · and down) · · $etu (of jumping) 

op •. · ca.mukumbo-multumbo (of hopping gumbo (leg) (5) ·. 
. · · . on on.e leg) .. · 

CB,mut:\.wu•mutiwu ·(continual tiwu (of pommelling) 
pommelling) 

.oamuca.cu-muoaou (c6nt1nua.l . oacu (.of taking a morsel 
taking from the pot) f'rom the pot) · · 

camusha.pu-mushe.pu (continual shapu (of baling) 
... bal1ng out of water) .· · 

A number of m.tscellaneoua nouns are d.ertved. from ideo-

phones. 
e .. g. muptum~mvu ·(what is .spilt from pfumvumvu (of spilling) 

. a full basket) (3) · 
sande.ra. (fle,t place or thing) ae.nda.re. (of being flat.) 
dau ... nha.u .(grass-hopper) (5) de.u (of hopping) --
ga.mb:Ukambu (a scramble) o(?) . k~mbu {of scrambl1ng)3 . 
maog~1an~n1 (early mot•n1tlg)(6) t'Jgwe (of being olee.r) • 

1. Alternatively one could explain these forme ae ad.jeottval 
Q.ua1.1f1oat1ve pronouns. But th¢ derivation. of nouns 
from qual1t1o!!.t1ve sterna by prefi.xing class· llt• prefix 
1s commpn in other Ba,ntu la,nguagea. In these languages 
it is certainly nouna ths.t are form.ed,the qual1f1aat1ve 
pronoun.s hs,vin.g a dif'feren.t prefixal form.. Cp. Zulu: 
u6ukhulu (gree.tne.ss) ;. o6ukhulu (the gre.a t ·one) -khulu 
{great) .. The meanings of thee~ d.erivatea elso tndtoate 
nouns. Cp. 0' f,Je11 p .50. d.. . 

2. Of. Louw p~ 296 for further examples. ·. · · 
3. Cp .. the Ns. derivates ukusa (to dawn)!J ~so (dawn); 

kusasa (early) · from the 1d.eophone sa ( 1 il~"q ''1~). 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































