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PREFACE 

As ;en Anle.rican it t1as a distinct privilege to 

havo had the ~opportunity of studying at tbe University 

of Cape Town and of meoting the administrators; 

teaencrs and pupils of many schools in the Cape P~ntn .... 

sula.. r~tsr studies. at the University of California.! 

Los Angelos. t~here I receivad the Ed·B· and M.s. ·tn 

'Eduea.tion, · combined \'11th some fourteen a"ears experience: 

of teaching tn the classrooms in the State of Cali­

fornia had prepared me for the investigation undert~on, 

but not for the warmth of my reception in Cape To\'m and 

the magnitude of the co .... opera.tion whieh was so o.heGr­

tully and generously given me. 

In prep·a.ring this thesis the author has drawn 

heavily on tha experience cfJf Professor J •. p. Burgert 

Dean of the Faculty of Education to \ifrt.om he \-rlshes to 

express sincere appreciation tor stimulating criticisms 

and ~ncouragement. t.ro Professor t1. F. Grant the author 

wishes to ooknototlGdge both personal and prof.essio.nal 

,obligations for hie generous assi.sta.nee. ·Grateful 

acknowledgment is a~so made to Professor E.. G. Pella 

and Dr. V. t<~.. Grover for their guidanc~ and tta.lt.ao.ble 



suggestions. 

Appreciation is extended to the Librarians of 

the Gape Department of Education and to the Provincial 

Department of Psyohologi·cal Services for information 

and aid so unstintingly proffered. · 

· Mu.ch of ·this survey is the expression of co­

operative effort in various schoola of the Cape 

Peninsula and 1 t 1 s a pleasure to acknowledge· the 

kindness and thoughtfulness of the participating 

Principals; ~eaohers, Librarians, Parents and Pupils 

encountered. in a ·project of this type. The completion 

of this survey ·would have been imposE:rible tdthout. 

their capable aasiste.nce. 
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OUAPTER I 

.. INTRODUCTION 

Rea.di.:ng is an indispensable means of ma.sa 

communication. in a. ctvillzed society. Even though 

other me$na of QOtnmuniea.t1on are no"VJ available the 

amount of published material eo11tinues tc> inorGase 

rapidly. 

In demoerattc ste.tes there is a universal 

demand for the removal of illiteraoy. It ho.s been 

found tha.t a democratic government cannot function 

effecti vel.y wt thout a li terata elactora.te. To be 

literate pn-supposos :more ·than mere meahe.nical 

e.hility to re~d and liJri.te. A li.tel"'ate person must 

l)e one \tho has sufficient reading experience to 

·discrilnil1ate tact from opinion ~'ld to resist subtle 

f.n:f'luenaes exerted. on· him by pressure groups. As 

a ~emll·t:~ re.ading has become a subject· of fund.a-. 

mental importance in el,smentary schools. In the 

United. States the average element-ary school teacher­

spends between thirty p~roent to f'ifty percont o:f 

his time on the teaching of reading.~ 

------------------------
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!his inoreasod emphasts hao encouraged research 

in tha .;field of reading~ A great dGal -is now knotm 

about the psychology and pedagogy of reading, but 

there is still much to bo learnt. Four stages in th€l 

teaching of r.eadi.ng a.-n easily :recognieed.. ~here are 

no abrupt transition points sinoe reading is a complex 

activity, but thG :f.irst o'tage iS ganerally considered 

as a reading readiness period. A-·perit>d. of prepare,... 

tion by thG teacher is usually neoesosry before 

children ar~ ready to begin t~e use of primers. 

Intelligence. viswal and. a,udttoey porception, language 

developma~t. background of exporienee and social 

behavi,our are factors imp.orta.nt for reading readiness. 

The experience .of practicing teacher-s indicat~s that 

it cannot b~. asou..filed that all pupils enter.1ng sohool 

. fo1"i the tirst time have reached a stage of devel.opme1'l;t 

at whtcb they are all ready .for reading. 

The second stage not<~ begins. This comprises the . 

teaching ·Qf reading at . the simple.st levGl. Training 

.. in v.iord t;lnalysis and word recognt tion is stressed. 

!rbera are many systems of teaching rea-ding at this 

· stage, but they can all be classified undor three 

basio mr;thode: a phonet.ic approa.ch t-rhich involves an 

• 



attempt to p;-ovido a. symbol for eaa.h aound; the 

word or «look and sayn ntGthod whers ehi.ldt*en learn 

to reeoantze a word by its total appcarane~; and 

third, the sentenee method t•thich uses the sentenee 

as the unit .of'. meaning. ~he second phase in the 

tea.cl:d.na of raa.ding 1 s to be :found in the early 

·stage.s of primary educo. ti Ol:l• Moret reading is 

treatGd as a· skt11·and reading aloud ts empha,aized .• 

fhe third stage is one ln which attention 1s 

f·oeu~sad on. speed and comp:rehension in reading. · 
.. 

During ·thta period it is attll.necessa.ry to oontinue - . . . 

tttlrking to obtain·maste:ry of more difficult paasagos 

de~andi.rtg a {>tider voaabulary. Improved a.b.ility will 

mean ~eatet> knc:rwl$dge .e,nd stae.du mental training. 

·The mastery of eontent t.a 1ndiaponsabl0 to. scholas­

tic progress, for our schools are largely reading 

schools. Sinee indepond&l'lt study is now possible, 

tlte great emphasis :is en ailent reading with compre­

hension. · ~is stage io reached toward tha middle of 

the primary school period. 

· fhe fiool stage is that in tfhieh rGading plays 

a part in the development tlnd grot~1th of othGr and 

wider inta1 .. osts.. This staae. is the culnitna.tion o£ 



the process" When it ls reached, the ab'i1ity to read 

will be used to reinf'orco the tntcre;sts of' the pup11 

as tl1ey ore revenlod.. l!ha pupils have reached ;junior 

high school and early adolescence. !here ie dcf1n1 to 

need, ·n.ot-1t for continued help a.nd au'lde.nca tn tlte 

selection ofreadtr.g nmter1al to further those educa­

tional intere~ts ....... 1ntelloctual; moral. and. ae:stbe­

ttc .... - which 1 t is the aim of the toaeher to orente 

and iU.rect .. 

The J>rO:blem challenging teachers of. reading to .... 

d~y is ·to teach their pup~ls to read widely i.n the 

:many fields in which eve:ry eduos.tod man muat read in 

ord~r to tako h1s place in society. A truly educated 

.person fs cha.ra.cterieed by breadth. o:f interests aa 

\'toll as by depth of tnteroot ln several. vorth-while 

areas. . lto readtng pro.gra.mmo can be considered .sueeeao­

ful unl.eas it produces in the .pupils a genuine enthusi­

asm for reading and the habit of read. ina in ma.ny areas. 

Roa.d1ng is ~mportant for the leisure of life no lesa 

than for the \-70rk. of life, for 1 t contri butos to 

peraona.l aa well as profasotonal growth. · Reading is 

a form of ex:perienee through which .Pupils t:nay extend 

thei'r hort~ono and develop their pe:rsonality. 



fl'lt 'is axicunatic that a Child learns 
bast v1hen what he undartakca is 
tied in with his O\>In purposes, when 
he recognizes at least some of the 
meanings and goals involved and ·finds 
-himself absorbed 1n the process of 
learning rather than simply in the 
end pointnof mastertng e. particular 
problem. tlt;;. 

It is interest which makea.the individual 

per.sist in the struggle to :achieve a full, rich 

life; interest is not -only a means to an end but 

it ts an end in itself ... 'lo utilize this important 

educational :factor ono lltUSt realize that interest . ' . - . --- .· 

- is more than a pleasurable feeling t-lhioh _ accompanies 

. · aomo e.eti vi ty in. progtoeas.. I-nterest is an indication 

that tho individual is devoting himself to·a course 

of action beoausa some valu~ \1'111 result to bim. 

Ga.nutne inter~st; .. thei>efore1 means that a person ha'S 

identified himself' with a certain course o-t action. 

If he particip-ates in the activity with enthusin:sm be 

.ts exhibiting strong interest. If his a.ct,icms era 

.spasmodic, or lacking in toree, then his interest is 

slight. 



It is not suff1ci€:nt to elUtibi t interest in 

'One field. For a welJ...balancod personality one 

must de'Volop interest in many areas. 3 Not·. only 

must ono bavG an interest ·in one's technical or 

professional field but a.loo an interGst .in social.; 

·polt tical; economic, aesthetic. and spirt tual fields .• 

Hot·1 to develop this continuing ma.n,y-sidednoss 

of interest .is the pr()blem of ·education. Up to the 

juntor high school level the emplma1.s in reading hao 

been on dovelopi~· ·Skill with _oQtttprehanslon. At 

this point the pupil has achieved sufficient ability 

to read most of the material he tY'&ll meet a-a an · 

adult. Yet tt ~s recognized that many adu1ts .have 

not developed the reading habit. otbers avoid reading 

except . 1ri extreme cases, arid some adults might ev~n 

have lost th~ abilitY. through· dio-usa. Although tho 

impact <>f radio end television may reduce the amount 

of time notot devoted to reatt.ing, in the final analy· 

sis, too kind. and quality of the material read ~s of 

greater irnportanoe tha.n the _amount of reGding done. _.., ____________________ _ 



one of the major e,duoa.tiona.l problems whicn a 

demooratio state faces to-day relates to the need 

for greater interest in types of readi'ng of 

personal and aooial signif1oant:e~ 



CHAPTER II 

READING AND ADOLESCENCE 

The e.bili ty to read develops and ejtpanda as 

youth matttres<> As r.scCullough; Strang and ~ra..1tler 

have expressed it: 

"Learning to read is a. lifetime· 
process. From birth to old age, 
e·aeh per.1od of life makes its 
contribution to the develop.ment 
of ;reading abil1tiaa, interests, 
.a.nd a. ttl tude so Reading abllitr, 
as part o:f the individu~•a 
total development, increases 
with his growth in interests and 
.general ability and with the chal­
lenge of ino:reaaingly complex a.nd 
difficult reading tasks e.t each 
sucoeesive educational leve1."4 

!he.devolopmental traits of children and their 

reading a.etivi tte.s are related in two wayth l?irst1 

children·• s characteristics at diffor.ent levels de­

termine the re~1ng materials a.nd methods uhieb ·will 

be m.ost suoceasful. Second, their reading oot1vitios 

in t~n influence their total devolopmentby the 

creation of na'll1 interests and by subtle effeo-ts on 

personal.ity. 
' . 

4• Conata.nee t-1. t·1cCullough, Ruth M· Strang; and. 
Arthur E.· Traxler, ;ero.blerns. in jfhe ·1mra!£rtement .of 
R~a.ding,;c P• 86, New York: McGraw-Ht~l Boo'l~ 
Company, .Inc., 1946. 



Early adoloaoencc is marked, unlike previous 

periods of growth, by the dramatic anatom1oal and 

pbysiologi<Oa.l changes which ac6ompa.ny puberty. 

Early adolescenoe is a period ·of rising sooial . 

consciousness o.nd brave !:deals. It ia a period in 

which the demand for independence is ·oitpreaeed -

vJhen youth is trying to nput away. ehildish thi,ngs" .. 

Tastes begin to reflect what is sean in the adult 

world. !rhe adolescent tries to become an adult, 

re~:d.sting· adult domination and seeking the aecttt>ity 

df a social group near his own e.ga. Standards o.f 
' 

baha:vtour. differ markedly for the . sexes, and tdde 

~1atione are· found in aoetal maturation. Ths 

major interests and conflicts of adolescanoe centre 

in needs which arise because the individual .ia grow­

ing stronger, larger, more intelligent and capable · 

of rsproduction. The long period of .adolescence 

tOdBtY ia a product of modern eivtltza.tion with its 

aecent on spooializationo There ·was no tim~ in 

·printittve society for ten years of ad.ole.scenoe. 

Until e. few .genera.tions.a.go only the leisure olasa 

had time for this .. 

Th:l>ae purposes of reading seem especially 



traportant .a.t this level lf the . pupils ora to 

dt.scovor a.nd realize the resources of their naturo. 

Jtrst., they must be eneoura.ged to rea.d \'tidely in 

ma.~ fiol,da, and to cultivate the habi.t of r~o.rltng. 

They- must MV$ a eommon ba.oltgt>Ound of basio lnf.or• 

mation with 111hi"lh to attaek mutual problemse. 

Reading ti!idoly gives the pupil confidence .i.n bis 

own ability; it gives htm an opportunity to meet 

vords in their ma.ny contexts; tt improves hia 

1 .. eading taste at and it widens his horizon. 

Because adult read1ntJr is undireotad, an extensive 

reading programma a.s tfell as an intensive :reading· 

progr:wrune in tJohool 1£:~ of gi"eat importancth Second, 

ha must· learn to evaluate the material .read -· · t~he 

reading programme should matte careful provision for 

contributing as fully e.s possible to the cultivation 

of the t~ohni.ques involved in understanding, evalua.­

·ttng and .a.naly.sing. Every ·effort must be made to 

rais~ the level of each pupil's tastes and inerease 

the amount of reading. Third, each pupil must learn 

to r:aad for the pleasure it bring~h An appreciation 

of li te~a:ture cannot be imposed from w1.-thout, bu.t 

must arise :from within. A love of reading :is o.ohieved 
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first o£ all through ftndina satisfa.etton in the 

printed ·word. The pupils should discover that 

ro.adi:ng is not only to extraet infdrm(:l.tion, but 

that it brings .enjoyment as well. Unless the 

:reading programme lA.ya the foundations of a love 

fo.r literature and an appreciation of it, it can 

only bG oonaid.Gt>ed.unsuceesstul. 

Research during recent years has ~vea.led that 

reading inte.rr.;sts of adolescents a.re influenced by 

many oondt tiona. :These. are oonaider.ed hen under . 

· three separate headings. First, :faetor.s t1i thin the 

pupil himself; second, :factors in the environment 

tJf th$ pupilst tht;ra., factors in, the reading material 

of the pupi'l. 

l~qt~ra )li;!;h!n. thq,2an1.1c 

For many years; the .results of objeeti.VQ .studies 

have shotfn, const.etantly that cr.nnpatenea in reading, 

a.s measured by reading tests, correlates highly. with 

mental f:l€e as indiea.ted by intelligonee quotients. 

In addition, R •. L. Thorndike found that reading 

interests of bright children ar0 most ltka those of 

mentally slower chil<b>en who arc two ·Or three years 
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,older. 5 

In general, mental ability is associated with. 

,chronological age. Interests develop from tho 

simpl.e .and ineU.vidual ones of early childhood., 

through the vigorous., complex and sooia.l interests 

of early adolescence, to the more individual, leaa 

a.ctive and more restricted interests of la.ter 

adolasaence ·and adul.thooii. Most par~nts and teachers 

are familiar t.J"ith the fact -that older children show 

greater discrimination in ohooslng certain toptos 

than do younger children. 

~he Thorndike study also .showed that sex is 

conap·ieuously tnore important than either age or 

l.ntell1genoe as a detarminer of ·interest pattern. 

Girls. maturing more rapidly than boys, begin to 

read adult ficrti.on. at an earlier age • 

. l~tor,s. itt1!,11.e-.~1Jnyiro~J!\ts 

The influenoGs a.ffeoti.r.g a pupil's reading 

interests. re.ooh back into childhood experience of 

fa.ilura or suocessl they extend into the present 

5· Robert L. Thorndike, Qhil4t::an~.;~...,.fY3.!9.iJl.! qlnterest..Q.• 
P• '35. Ne\'r Yorkt Bureau o1? Publ1eat:io:ns, Teachers 
Colloge, Columbia. University, 1941 .. 



pa.rent-ohil,Q. and si bli.ng rolatton.ehip.; they are 

controlled by goala and purposes. No one can 

raaJ.ly determine or unde:t'"'~rtand an indivitluel·•s 

reading interests a.nd problems without being cog­

nizant of the complex forces influencing h1'l'.B• 

Reading depends on experience. Words become mean­

ingful to each pupil through his own ·expertenee. 

If a student comes fx-om a ltmltod oultura.l back• 

grou.nd~ and if his ·environment offers no stimulll.ts 

for reading; progress in reatU.ng will not keep pa.ca 

td.th other aspects tif d~velopment. Wit~ the example 

of "bo.ok-lovingn ·parents and a vt~al th of reading 

material available, children tend to develop reading 

abil.i ty and wider reading intare.sts. 

Nor is it p-osstbla to separate children' e habits 

of raa.ding from the total env1r-onment in \i1hich -thelf 

liV~h ~he t>~hole tempo of life.,. and therefore of 

reading, changes for boys and girls. A war comes, 

so tS.n.ka, planes, and submarines become the interests 

of the day; or the advent -of Ol~,rmpio Garnes \dll 

influence material read by a.dolosoenta. 

Of major importance, also, to the .influence 

o.f school training and experience on the growth 
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of rea-ding interests. De.cil'able school' surround.- · 

1ngs are a. strol18 influence on o. puptl 1s reaponso 

to reacU.ng actt vi ties. ~Y tend to increaso the 

de11cbt of o. sueoeastul rt:Me:rt and to decreaso 

the poor reader's distaste for the task at h.a,nd .. 

nThe aesthetic features ·of .a l'ead• 
itJg ·elas~oom should.be .a constant 
invitation to plJ.pila to ce>me in and 
r$ad, and they .should fill him wtth 
a sense of right;:tess and interest _,. ;el- ' h ~ ttl) wn... e e roo.as. 

Th~ lnflu~nce of-the teaohor cannot bo over• 

t~mphastzed. It is essential that the classroom 

teacher should. be S\llQ're of the d.ifforont lo?Gls of 

matr.u>tty of his pupils .and of th(1ir varying degroGa 

of a.ohi$vement in order that the programme of in.stru.c-

. tion sho~ld care adequatoly for these ind1 Vidual 

dif:ferGnoes. !J!he absertee of stimulating school 

oxpori<ntces tdll be. reflected in the pupi.l·•a 

readi.na intereats and tastes. 

b1~u. !JP.! .RQaflitA&.J!~l~ ••. t~l .. ~:e. tb~ .. .i.U..l!!l.c 
A ehtld;t s. potential. 1nterost in book reading 

may be doat:royed by adult insist-ence upon bo¢lts to 
,.,_. { . f .• - --iWI~ _.. l - ;_ ' --- .... -- ... ii'f~ 
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be rea.d which are not f'ourld interesting~ Undoubt• 

edly the child's interest in reading a. book or 

article is controlled to some extent by suoh 

· fa.etors as the topic or theme involved., the plot. 

the language and style of the author, the reading· 

difficulty a.ntioipated •. and the i'orma.t (including 

appearance ·of the cover, number, . colour a.c"ld. style 

of illustrations; length of story and kind·of type 

used). .r~arie Rankin found the eha.racterietics of 

popular books to be: a. dynamic s·tyle of writing 

with fast mov,ing incidents and charged with emotion; 

1/0Uthful eharaoter.s and familiar places or settings 

that make for identification; similar format to the 

usual adult novel, but with rnore realistic illustra­

tions; a median readabil:tty grade of 5-07; with a 

·beginning which indicates setting, characters and 

th~ the.me or the story, and an ending t>~bioh is 

W.\1aya on an optimi.stio note. Of all these fe..otors 

the most importtmt is THEME. 1 The trend in modern 

textbooks for young people is toward greater 



attractiveness in the format anti tnox-eased usa of 

stories Hhioh are considered to hav~_ tbe qua.li. t.lea 

that children. enjoy.· 

t>iost abiding nailing 1ntereots are firmly 

GStablished by later a.doleso-en,ee. ~erefor.e. it 

is during the early a.d.oleooent .sta.ge of twelve to 

fifteen years that oduca·tion .mus:t cultivate worth~ 

while in'terosts through proviaion for a wide array 

of reading material suitable to the stage of 

dGvelopment in which the tGaehar .finda the pupi.l· 



. CliAPTER III 

Mlo/.i!HODS OF INVESTIGATION 

ST.A~r;~N~ £)l..,.~l!E-~ltQimM 

':he pm-poses of this 1~nvesttga.tion ara:• 

1.. . To discover the reading intotaats. of tt>telve to 

fifteen year old English-speaking pupils-in the 

Cape Peninsula; and. 

2. To usa the results obtained a.a a basis for 

~uggestions _to be offored for the impr()vemant of 

reading materials tor thia· age group. 

All available and pertinent sources of informa­

tion t.re:re investigated, including· the pupils them­

selves, the parents, the teachers, the school library 

and the textbooltf? used in alaaa. 

1!1JJI..IMXTAtiO,i1.0F ~.PRQ.BL'EM, 

For thG purpose of the study, the Cape P-eninsula 

. a.roa wes use<h · It is the second largest U1'ban ares 

in the Union of south Africa a.nd would seem t<:t 

:repreaont, to some degree;. the interests and 

problems of adol~seenta in n.ny other la.:rgo city in 

the Union or elsewhere in ·the t-1orld.• 

Eneli.sh-Slleaking pupils only \faro considered. 

-17-
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~e schools of the Peninsula used ln thts study 

were thos& Government SChools using English as the 

. mediu:m of instruoti.on. One pri vato school was uaed 

to try out the queationna.1res to dotex-mi.n.e the final 

£m'NA,'Xl.f,l:Olf •. Qf.JlfitJ.m.I;AkS •.• t2 .. BE, Jh~J2ll~ 

· To determine the reading interests, needt'} and 

desires of the En8lis.h-apeak1ng pupils of thi.s area 

the following tests and questionnaires wore usedt-

1. Report of Pupil's Interests 

2. Questionnaire to the Pe.renta 

3• South /..frtoa:n Group Intelligence 
!fest. 

4., Questionnaire to the Teachers 

5· Library Questionnaire 

6~ Fictitious Annotated ~itles 
~..test1onnaire. 

1. · Sur-vey of ReruU:ng !f!extn 

Jtc'A~>.:tt gf ... l:l!Jlil&I!..-11!1;.~;c:oat.~: 

(Quoat" A) 

(Quest. B) 

(Quest.. C) 

(Quest" D) 

(Quest. E) 

The objoet of Queation..iaire A wao to learn from 

the pupil t'he leisure activities proforre,l, cinema 

a.nd wireless choices, attitudo towtard school and 

subjects lika:d or disltlced, parent' a attitude to,rard 



reading as revealed by ·the pupil, where and t'lhf 

the last book trta.s chosen, the sslectt.ons preferred 

·tn thG elass· rGader, newspaper and magazins reading 

.habits a.nd the five types -of ato~ies most -enj~yed .. 

_fhe Wi ttu-Kopel Inventory of Interests an(l Aet1 Vi• 

ties ~as ono of the ptonee:r works in .thts tt1eld .. 8 

This form was e.ppl1cab1e irresp~otl ve of age, sea; 

. and grade or .standard, and gave the age, sQ't. and. 

~ada. at each pupll. As a reeult of the try~out 

tha total questions t:tere .reduced to ttl&nty in 

·number a.na.· the instructions to the pupil were 

· rev1 sod. 

~ii.P.!Yliire: to ~pt§.t 

To .satn a mwe complete picture o£ what the 

· pupll.a aotuall¥ do read durtng their leisure, parents 

of each child who completed a. questionnaire WGre also 

asked to anstter an appropriate questionnairG (QuGa­

t:tonnairo lh Quest.ionnai%>$ to the Parents). Respon .... 

ses wero obtained. on typGs of story the child was 

bell$VOd to enjoy most, the last book rea.d a11d 

·enjoyed 'by the pupil,, the. sections of the ne\'J'apapor 

, the child lt'ead and the names o£ magazines roud by 



thQir enild,., A. final qugst1on ws naked on tho 

parent• s attitude tot1ar4 thG :roadit:tG of comio 

books by tho child. 

· Two methods of gotting. the so ql.lGStio:nna1:res . 

to the ptirents ttter~ used anti botli proved very sucoess­

~ul. The pr1noipa.l of thG school dete:nninod th$ 

method used. · ttost prtnelpals preferred to have tho 

Queationnal~ placed 1n a soa.l$'4 envelope and 

l'latldGd to the pupil who \me .oha.rgea to brlns t t book 

c:ornpleted as ~oon a.a pos·aible •. · '!mle inv$rJtigator · 

thon l'"eturnoa at a le.ter <iate and reoeiwd tho 

questioru1~tres from the principal of tho sehool. !ho 

;alternati:ge method tgQS to post the Questionnaire to 

·tha address given on the "ltopot-t of Pupil• s Interests". 

~sponae £rom. the parents indicated enthusiasm:for 

·the project a.'s \ve.ll as .. knowledge of their oh.ildren• s 

.reading interests • 

. ~oJtth Atr!.c.em Qtc:tull .. 2;.e.Jlt o£ .. Ia~.!Ul.tgG,!J.!..ct t 

Inasmuch as· it has bGen sbotm that reading 

abtli:ty co~rol.ates highly wt th mental ability., the 

Sontb African Group Intelli~nce Test wa.s .adminis­

tered ~Y the investigator where re.cont. aooros were 



. -

of girls t-1ho very .recently had been 6!iven . the Ot1a 

Intelligence T'es·t. ~a scores in this test were 

used ·and tha South African Group ~est \-Ias not 

administered. ~he$$ tests were used :as a. 'basis .foX' 

· aubdi;vidin,g the pupils 'into thrGo groups on thG 

basts of their mantel. a.bilttr • 

.Q.uttst~.~.~ ;tb,f:!, •. ~~Gctwr,c 

It \1a8 bol:t.oved tt>.a.t ta~u:::heX"th from clasaroom 

expertenee, kn0\11 those seler:t1ona whtcl1 are appre. 

oiatGd by children. Their expe:t-i$nOe enables them 
. . 

to evalua.tG the pupil* s interests and t-aadi~ 

abilities from a prof'assiona.l as well as a pernona.l 

V1et.rpoint. Questionna~ 0 (Questionna1~e to the 

!reach$~) ~1as developed to seour.e this approach .. 

fhe number of years experience in teaelliner the 

number of years teoohing 11 terature o~ r~ading, and 

their experience in tea.obing t.he age group in 

· ·question t<~et-e considered 1n estimating the value of 

eaeh teacher' a answer$ tQ the ·questionnaire. T-hese 

questionnatre.s \'lora distributed at the time the 

teacher•s class was tested and returned to ·the 

investigator t'fhen completed; or, in mnn;r instances. 

given to the.teaohers 1nvolv~d .at tha time arrange-



m-tnta we.re ma.d.G through tho pr.ineipa.l to intervie\'1 

their classes. This ma<le it possible to pick up 

the·responees a.t the· same time tho class i.nterview 

·wa.s completed.. 'rile primary consideration was to 

allow adequate time for a. busy teaehGr to oomplete 

the form. 

Teachers were encouraged to eOnL'nent on those 

selections u£Jed in class \'1hich th.ey. considered to 

be most appreciated by their pupils.. In addition, 

teachers t-tere asked whioh eeleotions .ln ti1o text­

book the poo~ readers liked be.st, and also the 

beat ~eader preferences;. the teacher·•s a.tt1tud~ 

to comic reading and whether, in the opinion ·of 

the teacher. the text ·book stories stimulated 

additional read.i.ng .• 

X4l?!:a:ey; .QJ!e .. qt \OJ.!tt~f.§.t 

The Library Inveati.gation (Questionnaire D.) 

vas eondueted a.fter aonfel"enoe \.,i th the librartan. 

The type of books and periodicals whteh the pupi'ls 

ask for a.nd read were analyead in conjunction ~1ith 

an a.otual oou11t from the library cards of the number 

of times a. book o~ znaga.zine had been borrowedfol"' 

'home reading. · Although some books bon"()\•red by the 



pupil might· never be completed., 1 t is believed that 

the fe.ot that they were token from. the library at 

all i!ldiee.ted some motivation or an 1ntereat ~· 

topte. The ten books ·Ohecked out most frequently 

by boys of eQob standard and girls of each standard 

t.te:re thua detenninod 'by the author, title and 

category. At this tirna general obsorvationo ware . 

also mada on the ap,peare.nee of the libra;ry, it.s 

fa~ili ties and charactet-istioE:h 

Tnis study did not include other thafi.school 

lUJrG>~ics as it ia belio\l'ed that the membarsbip 

fee involvo~ in the use of tlw pu'blie libra:ry 

would tena to limit the number a.ncl type of pupil 

who ttJould or eould use 1 t. 

EMtt!Usms .Annstmted~ :tl.!.ea,.....Q!J.Afi.tJ.ctll~@.;itq •' 
It ts reeogni£e·d tho.t there to a ge,.p botwe:n 

ttha.t th~ pupil says 1:$ . would like to do and what he 

.actually doos. Sspooia.lly when .a child fools soma 

degree of soeia.l·preaaure to behave in a p~ticulat' 

ttay, his verbal or tfritten rGsponaa tiljl.Y not correa­

pand to his behaviour tn a.n a.otunl situation.. In an. 

effort to brtd.gG thia gap, an objective type test 
• 
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ing abilt.ty Md previous experience and . still 

provide a wide range of toptos to which reliable 

nn.'lwe:rs could oo obtained. !fbi a test · (Questionnaire 

Et Fiotltlous A..'lnotated ~itles) wo.a given following 

tho ''Report o:t Pupil' a Interoetn during the two 

hour time alloted by the pr.ino1pal. Although in­

volving 106 t1tles oovortng a wide ranie o:f topics 

artd types of material, the answers requirad about 

one half the time needed to oompleto Que.at·ionnaire A 

{Beport ot Pupil" s Interest) bacausa the ·correct 

response r<:!quired no writing by the pupil· 

Tbo titles were divided into twenty ui:ntereatn 

categories with f1ve~q1J:tlationa in each ·category,, · 

scattered at random throughout the quaationna.tre. 

~eaa oa.tego;f1Gs :form the bru:~is for analysis of 

themes preferred! in all of the qut!)stionnaires in­

volved.. Silt G.dd1tional questions dispersed carefully 

tlaough th~ test, ve.re design.od. to test 'tho relia­

bi.llty of the pupils'' answrs. Tho titles in these 

. questions appeared to be very praise\.rorthy., but .hail· 

ve~y little genuine appeal. Those indi vidua.ls tfho · 

felt that aoo1al pressure J:>e<'J.t ... lr·ed thern to answer in 

a. pa,rtioul~.r 'Way, regardless of the instructions from 



tho investigator, would be expected to cbooeo more 

than four of th~ prejudiced titlen. On thte basis 

their quctltionnnires were eliminated from the st"ad.y 

as not presenting a trltG ·picture ot: their interests. 

This method ·is basad on . that used by- Dr· Robert L· 

ThorndUto at ColumbiQ UnivtJrs1ty in 194.1.,9 A l.ist 

of the Intarast .oa.tegor.ios tvi th a key to this 

queot.ionna.tre is contained in Qt.tostionnntr:e ts. ~e 

:fiction olaosi:fiea.tton includes Animal (birds, rGP­

til:es, 'animals (;to .. ), Fantasy (mythology, f'&.iry tale.a, 

.m.yi;he, legands), Child t ... ife .;ln Other :tands, Romance., 

Adventure o'f YCPJ;th (boys and gl:rlo), Adventure of 

Adults, t-!ystery (underworld, deteotivo, gang), Sohool 

and Sporiia Stories, liomo and Fallily. Lifo, Hiator1cal 

StorioQ and Humou.1".. Tho non-fiction ca.togorios are 

Masculine Aetiv1ti0a and Hobbies; ;feminine Activities 

and Hobbies, Science U.nvo:ntion), :Siograpey (autobio­

graphy}, Occupations and v·oeatione, Solf~improvornent, 

tteligion, Poetry (plays anti 'Osaays) and Travel (explor .... 

;a,tton). · The prej.·udiced questions are nmnbered 5• 28, 

50, 72, 94 and ·104. · (Seo Quast. E .. ) 
.... ,.. llit• · 1t .-,uAL · t ~ ~~-·----.;,.;, -· _ ...... _....,. 

g. Robert L. Thorndike, op. cit. PP• S....lO .. 



Instruot.tons .to the pupils t>1ore mimeographed 

s.t the top of the first pagG of each qu0ationna.ira .. 

Few children found any d.lff.iculty With the vooli\bU• 

l.ary, but tho investigator vas available to s.seist 

shoulcl some ti·tl& prove difficult to re94 •. 

;Text'f.?.Q~l~ ~vett 

· A study of the mate:rial contained in the 

ola::u.troom readers ~~aa made to (letermine what topics 

. educational authorl. tlea and publ1ohe.rs oonsid~r ·to 

be of value in promoting _continuous gro'ttth as well 

as being of inte:rest to adolescent read$rs. 

Everr story in oe.ch teltt used wao road by the 

investigator~' a.nal.,wed and tabulat&d for the 

principal topie of interest. ;according to the 

t't.Jenty categories selooted .f"or this study• 

§.UW~ARY ,OF lai i!ROQEl;>J1Bl 

'!rlle quGst'ions were giv-an to pupils, ·parents 

and teachers during the months-of November and 

~eembar 1951· Earlie~ tn October. a prelimint!U.»y 

try .... out waG given at one of the schools to thirt;sr­

five gJ.rlo and boys f':-om ·tw.relVG to fiftee.n years 

of age... As a .result, -t3.1llb1gu.ous questions vsro 



1)7 ~~'·'-· 

rev-iood.t instructions \IIere drafted more fully, 

and the a.mount of time n~cessary to administer 

the quest.ionnaires was determined .. 

Arrangements were then made with the principal 

.of each of the selected schools to teet a represen­

tative group of t1tiriy to.fifty pupils between the 

ages of tvrelve ~nd fifteen years i.n each of 

Standards v. VI and VII.. In smaller school.s this 

involved $eour1ng pupils from only 0110 class; in 

lal"ge:r schools pupils t-1ere tak~m from several 

classes i.n ot•der to get a truly repreaenta.tivs 

group. The tt1o hottt' period required and an ade..., . 

quate ela.asroom in itrhich to adtu.iniater the question• 

naires proved a knotty problem ttthich was solved only 

tr:a>ough the courtesy ana. co-operation of tbe p~in­

cipaln. 

The t\o!O CJ_uest:i.onnairea for the pupils to 

complete t>~ere administered in eaeh oe.ae .by the 

investigator. Every effort was made during the 

introduction to make the pupi.l feel at cE:lase and to 

establish nrapport''• The instructions· CHJntained in 

eaeh questionnaire were. ampli:fied a.nd a. :r~.ason given 

for desiring the information. A bid f'·or the eo-



operatton of tho pupils was made with euceeaa~ 

fhe preliminary survey had indicated that 

approximately one hour would be requ.tred for 

completing "The Report of Pu.pil~a IntGrests" and 

one half hour for tho 11Fiotitious Annotated 

Titles Questionnaire". Tho time taken by eaeh 

pupil varied with bia spf:led of :readtns a.nd his 

recognition. and .oompreh$naion of all the \-lord~';. 

Aceord:tngly, no time limit waa set fo:- eithar 

teat, and pupil·S were eneouraged to use all the 

time necesaru:, for a complete :r·eaponsG to ea.<:h 

·que at ion. 

The in.vostiga·tor took the group through. the 

"'Roport of PUpil's Interest Questi onna1ret•. Each 

question ~:1as road aloud and an e:xplanation offered. 

Questions from. the class 11t.rere invited and t'IOlttomed.. 

Each. Child ua.s made to f.eel that his response 'triOuld 

not only be dtf:Cerent from that ·Of hie neighbour 

but 1-rould be of equal importa.'ioe to the stud;y. 

After a. short break the "Fictitious Annotated 

T1 tles QtuHstionna.ire" villa administered by the 

inv-estiGator. After reading and amplifying the 

inE;ltru.ctione, Question 1 t<ra.s a.nsw'ered by each • 
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claes as an example; eac11 pupil then completed 

tlto 106 questi.oltS a.t his Ot>m speed.. Differenc~ in 

reading speed was evident; some pupils finishing 

in less than thix-ty minutes, otbe:rs requiring as 

long as forty ... five minutes. 

At one sehQol where a large numbe:t· of pupils 

l!1are dealt wi.th, the investigator ga.va one group 

th~ 11Fi.otttioue Annotated Titloa Qucst.ionnaire'~ and 

left the pupils to · oornple·te it under the .supervision 

·f)f the teacher itt chr.u-ge.. E:q.>e:r1ence had shown that 

questions from meml:>ers of the group ecmoernGd only 

the dectphe:r·ing of \'ror.ds which ho.d not been tn..'lted 

properly in the duplication o:f the .:forms~ While· 

this eroup com:ple.Jced the ques·tioz;.naire, the 

invectigator took another group through the nReport 

o~f?' Pupil's Intereatsn. In this way it t'ftaa possible 

for hro :groups to complete the "'cvro forms simu.ltan-

In all the schools e~cept one the sealed 

en~el·ope containing the "QuGsticmnaire for the 
. . 

Parentsn (Q'l.\eat. B) ,was distributed. An expla.l'lation 

of the enYelope 1 s oont$nts 'tJas mad~ to the pupilo 

to .allay e.dolesoent curi.osity, and to provide a 



motive for ita safe d:eli'vexoy and r~turn.. Much 

sucoess \'/G.O .secured thr.ough ·this method,. Tha 

other method of distributing the Quastionna.tres 

. to the parents wa.s to post them to the address 

given on tba 0 Report of Pupil's Interest Question­

nairett.. The pupils 'V1ere asked to encou.ra.ge their 

parents to complete t.he form and 1"etum t t. 

Any time remaining after the completion of 

the questionMir~s we.o used in an informal discus.;... 

aion. of. any topto aug~ated 'by the group. In this 

1.11ay eo-operative intere.st was stimulated. 

The South African Intelligence Test. was admin­

ist~r¢d at theeorltest opportunity thereafter to 

thos.P , Pi..1Jtila \'Jho had not bGen tcatod. The standard· 

. i.!U;(l i:nstru~tions l1ere followed ¢xactl;r. 

Analysis of th~ content .of the textbooks in 

use in tho various olassea tras carriod ·out during 

·the third Q.U£~rter of the 1952 school year •. 

SQl{QQL~~~ml 

Si~t~en sohoola in the Peninsula '"ere selected 

:for study as representing typienl Government schools 

\'!here E!'l..glioh wns the medium ·Of instruction. One 

sonool '"as a pri va.te sehool endovmd by a.. ·Ch~ch. 



. 
'fl1.ts school provided a fertile: field .for the 

preliminary survey tor several reasons - ·th~ 

principal tfllS itlterested and. co-opera.ti ve, the 

sohool \-ras attended by both girls and bo;ys, the. 

pupils tn Standards V .... VIII ,;rero given tho 

-questionnaires; - they were representati.ve .of all 

the European. Engl1sh-spealdng social groups. 

The GoverJU"llant sohQols .selected vnn~e choae.n 

to represent as nearly as possi.ble the different 

social strata in tht) Cape Sehool.s.. Four- schools 

\<te:re co-educational, oix ochoo!s were for boys 

only, fOil:t' t<Tere for girls only o.nd :ft vc schools 

wor~ Junior or Primary ochools, The rest ~tere 

pupils of each school ¥m:re enrolled sho¥Ied that 

these sixteen schools drew thei~ pupils from the 

ve..rious socio-economic levels of society11 Certain 

.tee-paying gover.nment schools represented a. higlt 

t~tpe ot: professional or ron.naga:rie.l p'!3.rent. Some 

non-fee paying schools t.::er-e to come extent 

Y."eprosentative of this group.. Tho schools found 

to represent the top 'sooto-economio le"'vel \!tara 



seven in number. 

Schools whose pupils we~e from the lower 

social and econorlli.o level were two in number. 

The remainder of the schools fall betwaen these 

t\fo levels and l>tOttld be considered as comprising 

children of parents.between the higher and .lower 

social and economic ·ltrvelsi. 



CHAPTER IV 

RESULTS 

After questionnaires of pupils for lfhom there 

litera no I. Q.. scores and of pupils who 41d not ·f'all 

within the agG .groups. used i.n this study -vsero 

eliminated, 659 questionna.ires l"emained. This num­

ber represents 11 .. 65% of the total numlJer o.f pupils 

in. standards V, ·v:t and VII in all the soverfiment 

schools in· t<thich English was the roo<lt.um of instruc­

tion in the area s~lected for this investigation. 

Table I ~Shows the age and grade distribution of the 

pupi.ls. 

A ~i$tribution of this group ot pupils on. the 

bs.sia ot mental abt.lity is ahovtn as Table II and 

fable III .. 



AGE 

v 

VI 

VII 

AGE 

v 

VI 

VII 

12 

15 

8 

-
23 

12 

:34 

17 

-
51 

13 

-
14 

1b 

:;o 

13 

2 

C· '.) 

13 

24 

UPPER 

14 15 

- - 15 

4 l Z1 

2b 8 !)0 

30 9 92 

UPPER 

14 15 

- - 36 

1 - '?l 

25 9 t.-7 

:::6 9 110 

TABLE I 

AGE AJ'l> JRADE DISi'1li11UTION 

Gifa.5 

UID.DLE 

12 13 14 15 

15 4 2 - 21 

1 15 10 2 28 

- 5 36 1~ 57 

10 ~:4 48 18 100 

BOYS 

:f.IDDLE 

12 13 14 15 

2tl Q 1 - 3(; .., 

9 22 8 - 39 

- 8 19 17 44 

35 39 28 17 119 

LOWER 

12 13 14 

7 b 9 

') 
<;. 1 9 

- - 1'") ,._ 

9 7 30 

LOWE:R 

12 13 14 

7 15 4 

4 8 12 

- 4 10 

11 :.':'7 :?(, 

15 

- ,.~, 

c .• (;;... 

17 29 

15 21 

;p .. 78 

15 

- ;]6 

7 31 

':W.. 39 '""·~ 

:_12 Sb 
·-~--···-

Total 

58 

100 

112 

27ti 

Total 

98 

97 

130 

3:-25 ~ • 



TABLE ti 

SOUTH Ai'RICAN IUTELLIGENOE TESf 

DISTRIBUTION OF :UlTELLIGENCE QUOTIEiifS 

145-14t 

140.144 

Preque~CJ 

···~····························· ' 
••••• .- ............... ,. •.•••.•• :+••······-0!·· 5 

• • • t • • • • • • • ~ • i • • • • • • • • • ~ • • • • • • • • • 

13.0:--1'34 .......... ~ l!t ........ ·• .......... .J ,, ••••••••• 

14 

2S 

.l25w129 

115~119 

110·114 

.io;:...1o9· 

100.104 
95~ 99 

90~ 94 
as- ag 

••••·.jtf~····•••·•••••••••·••·••:•••·'·roj~ 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

47 

100 

82 

64 

78 

67 

Total .••• ;62 



1'ABLE Ill 

OTIS INTBLLIGE!iOE . TEST 

DISTRIBUTION OF nl~ELLIGEr:lCE . QUOTIENTS 

. 'l.'$~:~)4 ....... :• .•• , •••••..•• ·i •• ·- .••• ,. ·• , ......... ~ 1fi .. 1. 

12-5-·12·9 ••·••-0•·••·•••-••••·••••·•••••·•~•••;!1:••• 1 

1:2o-l24 ·• ••..• ill ........... ·,~ ........... ~ ... fp ~ •. • • • • ' 

115-119' • * ... ~ •••. ~ ..... if· • • • ... • • .. • •. • • •. • • • ... • .. .• 4 

11~:114 •. 11 ~- . ., -·· i 11!' ~ ••• ·• it ~ ·~ • •· ....... ~ • ~ • • • • • • • • 15 

105··109· • ·* to * it'-~ ~ G • ·llli II •• t 4' ¥ f "' •· + •. i - •• » it ••• w- c4i: • 20 

100.104 ... ~ ·• • It • rt •·" •• * i ••• " •• ll ............. ·• ... .. 1 

. 9$ --99 • ·• ... ~ ........... ,; ....... '* .fl ·• ...... , ....... ·• •• ~ .• . j 1'3 

:90 "'!'9·4 ••• ~ .... • • ..................... ,. ..... ,. .. • .. • •. .G 

as -as •. ; • !> ,. .... i!' •••• '" ........ ji ............ 'ill • .. • .. .. 5 

80 ~-8,4' ,. ............ ..., •• " ••.•.••.••• :·•.·•·rfi--·~···· .2 -
fotal • • •. ·77 
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The eeores from these tosta were ua~d ae a ba.sts for 

subdividing tbe t;otal group into approxi·mate tllir<ist 

upper thirt:it mi~dla· third a.nd lov1e~ third. Througta.... 

·out this study these.torms will be used to des1gn$te 

thf3 mental e.bil1 ty groups. For the pupils who . 

receiv~d the South African tnte'lligonoe Test the 

upper thil'd. included pttpil:a with 1ntel1igaooe Quotients 

of. 121 a.nd above, thG middle third included pupils t>1ith 

Quotients of 109-3.20" and . the l.ot~ter thi:rd, i.neludQd 

PUJ!ils ~!i.th qu.oti.r~nts .o£ .. 108 and. below. ~o median 

I. Q.~ for the total group receiving the South African 

Intelligence srest fell tn. the interval U'5•ll9 wi tb 

a range of sooa.~s from. S6-14B· lor the pupils t~1bo 

received. the Otis Intelliganoe Test the upper third / 

included pupils with tntelligenee Quott,ents ·of UO and 

.abGw, the middle.third. included pupils with quotients 

· . from .100.109, and. the .lower thtrii tncluded. puptls with 

. quoti·emta . below 99· . The median . I. Q. for . the total 

· group receiving the.otis Intelligence Test f'el:l in. the 

interval 105-109 tvlth .Q ,range Of SOl\!'t~S from 8~·130 • 

. 5:h~ Of£1ee of l?ayohol~gtca.l se.rvices in Capetot<rn · 

:reports the ·average z,~Q· fo:r thta area, using th~ 

South African Inteili.gence TeGt• as lOB ·± 5· On the 



basi$ of this informa.tton tho groups of pupils 

:b.'lveattgated appear to be :alightly ·weighted w.ith 

the more intelligent pupils# 
' . . 

For claritr, and to avoid repetition. the 

results from each questionnaire wtll be considered 

. consecutively and the questions diaeuseed. in the 

• Ol"'d.(t:r in \'lhich they appear on tbe appropriate baste 

questionnaire. fhis form of presentation will be 

:tollmtted. througbout this chapter. Cba.ptet' V, General 

.eonelustona, will contain a. eompa:rtson of the find­

ings obtained trom all the qt~e:stlormai~ea. 
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QUES!CIOllNAIRE A 

monT OF PUPIL • S ~ttf.ERI~§TS 

~. THE PUPILt 

'ntis is not a test.. There are no right or 
tttt0ng ant:lt'lel"Eh . lfhG answers will not be . marked. 
Your taaaber will not see them. 1'h.1:;, is an attempt 
to find out ,.;hat boys ,and. girls of your age enjoy · 
reading most. ~hese. questions are being a:ns\rored 
by a. great ma.n.y pupils in schools in the· cape. 
Peninsula •.. It is important that the a.nswe:t-s be as 
completG and tru~ a.a· you can make thGtn• Do not 
consult ymtr neighbour as it is your own opinion 
that la ~uable. 

. , ,DATE OF .BIR!l:Hw ... ...,.AGE_.,..,. , ..• 

ltO~ill ADDRESS_, ... . •. . . • . . . ... , , ... a , . __ DAtE._, . . , 

EO! 
, .... _ ... --- ... _STANDARD .•.• ,. . . . ·-oo(}IRlr"' .......... ~ SCHOOL - - ft I 

FATHER'S (OR GUARDIAN'S) NAME AND OCCUPATION __ ,·-------

MOTHER'S l1A.\!E Al:1D OCCtJPATIOI-1_ ... _.. ·-·--·-.. -·-·----···------· -· _., 
AGES OF BROTiiERS . ...,, .. -· _ .. ____ .......... .J~.GES OF SISTERS _ __ 

On a farm? ___ . Where? .. .------·· ___ , ··-· .....4· .Ho1;1 long?_, __ ~ 

In .a dorp (small to-w}? ........ · __ Where?. --.-. . --· 

How long?..... .. .. . .• 

I. i. t. ·~ · Wh · 6 t.t l n n a 0 •'if.- . ... . . ere i --·6--. -· --...:.[ 0\4' ong r- • 

2. \vhat do you usually d.o aft~r school?_. ------

-·-·- ::11--

3·. \ihen uou have an hour or so to spend. as you 
choose what do you like to do? _________ _ 

4. Na'!ie any clubs or organizations to which you 



belong • .,..._ --,.-,~------------------
Do you go to Sttnd.ay Scliool o~ Church?... , ..... , , ..... , .· .. _ ... 

Do you ltlce them? __ --------·--___ ---·---........... -... ....., • ..,..,_., __ 

Name anY other subject_, hsnd:work or .art srou v7ould 

·lUte to talte ------... ----------·-----· .... ______ . ~ -,J::fl 19~tW4~ _t~_,·na·.n_• - ~ _.., , 

5• :nave you a td.reless set?_ . . ' Put an nxn aaainst 

the pl"ogramtne you enjo~ mostt 

_Music _Quie .or ~alent Shows . 
_Melt$ __;Educational Features · 

__ sports 
Storie_ a ·--Others (name) __________ ........... ______ _ 

6 .. Haw ofton do i/'OU go to tha ointuna?...,.._._., ___ , _______ , _.,._, _______ .-

.ktnds of film you lJ.ko beat, in the order in which 

you lik~ thenu 

_cowboy 
_;,Mystery 
--Soetety 
Others&. (name)_._.. ____________ _ 

1· Have you ever bean st'ti.nnning? ___ _ fiahing? .. _ -.... . .. 
Boating? ___ _ 

-a. Have _you .ev-er been to a farm? __ - ---·--- t~t:reus? ~ ....... --. 



I ,. 

. . 

·Zoo?·~"'"- Oporn.?_ ........ Art f~seum?~ Amttoomsnt 
· .... ~ t vu Vim ~ 'lb ... ..., " ... ; P~~..5.,_ ..... .., Concor ?_. ~ ~wojlij~"IVA ........ , ••• ~~oo.a.cfUo, 

G~dons? tiousee of ?tU"liMOnt?. Pianle9 , . - - ..._ __ _ I U Jtt . ' - .. · . ~ ' - - &!W8q _ "'.IJilliW- _. ' ' • 

,, . ,_, .. t~annoquin Para®? .... _ -··Ballet? __ ·--~--

·9· Ha.vo lOU (itte~ boen on a ~i.p bU boat?;.., •. I . 0~?-

ft'a.in? . Aeroplane'? n .. Where :di4 you ,g:o PQ 

the longost tJ.i1.p?..,..., ...... , __ w . ....,. ·-· ---·-· -·-· __ ..... ; .. __ ....... "-·----···----.,-· -· ··-:-·~-····-··-·,.;-... 

· 10~ HBVO. you ~ver Md. Q. pet? .. _ .... WMt ld~?. , .•.. ,, _, .. ..., , .... 

Haw ;fou atJtt kind of hcbbf? .......... ~nnt klntl?. _ ,_, . , · ... . 

U.. What do von tld.n!t · YGtr wo.uld _like to· do t·Yh~n ymi 

t'inisb 3'0"# schooling or matr·toulata? ........ ~-· .............. :_ · 

Wba.t would your pnreritn llko you to · do wen you 

finlsb ·u-o.· ur .sehooli_. M_.r;,;l). .. .~ •• , .. 
g ~~~·--~·------J~~----·:t---·-_1--. ·-·----~-~~--·-~~-~-.x_-·-i¥·~~~ 

12.. D~ you :like aohoeil? ___ .Nama any ·subject Yt>tt 
1lko _..., . ...... .. _ ..... No.mo a.ey wbjoct you dislike. 

14. !» fOtl ·enj,oyreaili~ ~· _, ,. . _ Do ~ou l.lkG to haw 

&o~ono ,liGeil to 'frau? ... How much time do ~~u ~ · · - · :fl ' va,.- s 1 .t 1 q· · 

apon4 eanh dey tn r-on.4ing ~'Part from li.eaaons?..... ,, 

t:lhat 'ld:nde o:t stortos do ;rou like t.o read; :at 
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15· HOt-1 ma.ny library books do you get from tho lib~¥ 

ever1 month? . .. Does a.nyane help you in sa leo• 

ting library books? ... , ...... If SG \tho? (Mark with e.n 
nx,f1) 

~tend _Toa.oher _Libra.r)an _Parent 

l:6c Name some sttTl"ies you· htwe reo.d during the past 

two months, ·~ ,,1'.£9Jll-b.P.2~§ s.:tud19,~. J\:t .. ~Jao..21~ 

~-u!:··.r. I!! 

..... • • ., •• " • Q .. i L· 

Where d:id you get. tba JJ:u;:.t book you read? (Mark 

wi tb a.n '"ttt ) 

_PUblt:e Library _school ttbra.ry · 

__ Reeei ved as Gttt Jad book at nome 

_liiorrotroti hom :$ friend 

Wey did you chooso to rani. it? ________ ..._._ 

11. Wh#.eh stori~s ·did you ltlte best in y-our ,2..las,a 

t:il,~~~r~ tl't'ls feat--, Or ~thioh of yoi17l set books did 
you ~refer? ________________ _ 

18. w.rit~ dotm a to\t ktt.td9 of atori·Qs ,yr;u like bu.t do 

nat find in your class read~~ or set books. ___ _ 



19· ~1b1eh parte ot the ne'!:J~a.per do y-ou road.?_ .... ~.,.­

"'!h ..... h~ po .... t d~ 0 ra- .0 O'irat? 
'il _).¥_. -~-- V ,y U l .. ~ .Ja.- ·· ''"'~_lb>;ii!_A:olli;jl ·n,•.~~---~14f-:tt~•·:bi. .. Jil§4 

tfhteh part ,do you .like bGst?_ ... ,~. ~ ...... .... . . , __ 

Do you .read an"! ma.gaetnes? " ..... Which ones?_. __ .---

20 .. ·lumber" in order. of your prefet'eneo, the f1w 

ltintts of reading you enjoy most* 

. _st()riee o.f' animals 
_Fairy tales, .. fantasies 

Sto:rias ot life in other lands 
·. -Romantic .sto·riea · 
.-stor.S.es ~of e.dventu.x·e 
"7-»ateotive my.steries · 
_stories of sobool and sport 
_s·tori$s of home and family 
_Histori~al stoz:iea 
_Poetcy 

Humorous stories 
=Hobbies a.nd aetilf:itios 
_stories of travel ana. exploration 
_ways o:t self .improvement 
_stories of sclenca and invention 
_BiQgra.phies 
_stories about occtlp&tions 
JeligiQus stories 
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mqnf, OF P.i!U~!.§! ,,lNTERESjj!S .QUJi$~~0NJiA~Q 

~his questionnaire was deatgned not only to 

provide responses to certain questi.ons t;,rhich ~.rere to 

bo analyzed statistically, but also to matte individual 

diagnosis <Jf the pupil's reading i.ntorests possible .. 

~e answers to tbe following questions \>tare found to 

be pertinent to tbis study of ch1ldrents reading 

interests•- '' ~h 6 Qfid 12 tQ 20 inclusive. The 

· answers to the remaining questions have ttot been 

analyzed .stattsttcally, but their study provided 

useful intoJ"ma.tion ·:r-egarding the pupil t s atti tudo 

and baoltgx>oun4. 

A disousaio11 ,of the rosults obtained in the form 

of each question nov follolds. Qut3stion threQ was, 

0 \lhen ycu have an hour or so to spend as you cl'u.>ose, 

what a.o you like to do?'".. It \;~ould appear. that the 

ohtldren investigated lika to read during tb~ir leisure 

time. . 697' of the girls .and 44~ of the boyo questioned 

mention reading as their obolce of' something to do 

when they ha.ve an !:tour ar so to .spend. (See Table IV. ) 

Girls in the uppo.r third i!l mental abtli ty ehoo:sG 

reading as their leisur() time actittlty more freqoontly 

than do the {Sirls of the mid.dle or lower third. groups .. 

At age tttelve 65 .. 2% o:f the girls in the ·upper third 



TABLE IV 

lEISURB TL;J:i AC.:IVITIES 

( t:'IV'!'~·~r;o..-~--;.:1'\ r>:r '~ ·nctn~tJGES) f".-..1\.1 . ... u..~~~../,:, "JJ ..L,"''i .t. -ll. ..... ~ .. .J.. .. "k 

GIRLS 

I. Q.. GROUP UPPER MinD IE 

AGE 12 13 14 15 Total 12 13 14 

ACTIVITIES 
Bead b5.2 90.0 80.7 W».CI 80.4 62.5 79.2 81.2 
Knit/Sew 13.0 0 13.4 ''·' 1o.a 0 8.3 o.3 
Sports 17.4 23.3 ~.3 22.2 21.7 25.0 29.3 2l.t; 
Hobby 4.35 13.4 o.b7 0 7.6 0 0 l4.t.. 
Wireless I 4.35 '·' 6.7 0 4.35 b.3 4.2 6.4 
Walk 4.4 0 b.7 0 3.2 6.3 8.3 2.1 
Plt\y 13.0 0 3.3 0 4.3 12.5 4.2 2.1 
Cycle 8.1 o.7 '·' 0 5.4 0 4.2 4.2 
Musical Inst:r. 0 0 3.3 0 1.oa 6.3 0 2.1 
Cinema 0 0 0 0 0 0 4.2 0 

Da.r.ci..'lg 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

N • 23 30 30 9 92 16 24 48 

15 Total 12 

''·' t'.l9.8 55.6 
11.1 o.o 0 

33.3 2t~.4 22.2 

lo.7 9.43 0 

c 4.7 11.1 

5.6.t» 4.7 0 

0 3.1 22.2 

5.7 3.8 0 

0 1.9 0 

0 .94 0 

5.7 .94 0 

18 100 9 

lOWER 

13 14 

85.8 50 

28.o 10 

0 13.4 
0 0 

0 13.4 
0 0 

2a.o 20 

0 3.3 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

1 30 

15 

59.4 

9.3 
40.6 

3.1 
3.13 

6.26 

0 

18.8 

b.3 
0 

13.1 

32 

Total 

57.7 
12.5 

24.4 I 
1.3 
1.1 
2.56 

12.8 

8.98 

2.b 

0 

1.3 

276 .+:» 
\.Jl • 



I. Q.. GBOtiP 

AG& 

ACTIVITIES 

Bead 
Sports 

Bobqy 
Wi:releae 

Walk 
Pla7 
Cycle 

Musical Inetr. 
Cinama 

• • 

TABLE IV 

LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES 

(E!XPRBSSED Df Pl<:!tCE.t:TAGES) 

BOYS 

UPPER JUDDLE 

12 13 14 15 Total 12 13 J.A. 15 Total 

5o.9 50 40.2 55.7 52.e 34.3 48.7 57.2 23.6 42.8 
21.6 20.8 15.4 22.2 20.0 28.6 35.9 25 41.2 31.9 
9.8 16.7 26.9 22.3 16.4 20.0 23.1 25.0 29.4 23.5 
1.9 4.2 0 0 4.5 2.9 12.8 14.3 5.9 9.2 
1.96 4.2 0 0 1.8 2.9 5.1 0 0 2.5 
7.9 8.3 3.9 U.1 7.3 11.4 10.3 3.6 5.9 8.4 
9.8 12.5 0 22.2 9.1 11.4 7.7 0 u.s 7.6 

0 8.3 3.9 0 2.'73 0 0 0 5.9 .s 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

51 24 2j 9 110 35 39 28 17 119 

12 

Z7.3 
45.5 
45.4 

0 
0 

9.1 
18.2 

0 

0 

11 

LOWER 

13 14 15 Total 

18.5 53.9 40.6 3Q.5 
3:!».3 2o.9 28.2 31.3 
29.D 11.5 21.9 23.9 
7.4 3.9 3.1 4.2 

0 0 0 0 

7.4 7.7 3.1 6.3 
7.4 3.9 6.3 1.3 

0 0 0 0 

0 3.9 0 1.04 

Z1 20 32 96 

I 

~ 
-~ • 



m-ention readf.ng as their ~chosen letsure act1vttr a.s 

oppo$cd to 62.5% a.ntl ·55.6% reSp~crtively for the girls 

aged twelve in the middle and lo\'ror thirds. At .age 

fi:fteen ·66.6" of tho girls in the upper ~oup choose · 

to rend. as opposed to only 33·3% and 59.4,; rGspeetive­

ly of the girls aged fifteen, in the middlG ;and .lew~r 

thirds. 

Reading .for reorsat1on ia· more popular for 

e;lrls at the ·a.g~ o.f thtrteen with th~ exce.ption of 

,gtrl:s in th~ middle thir~- Por this· group reading is 

the most _popular a.ottvit;y l\t the a.ge of fourt¢en. 
. -

.Next in popul.e.rttN' for leisure time aottvity ~:r1tl1: 

girls is spor'ts. This popularity paraiats at most 

age levels inoospeot!.ve of mental ability. 21. 7'fl, of. 

the girls in the uppe;r third;, 26~ 41£ of· thoae in the 

.l!lttidle '&hil"d fil'id 24.4% of those in the lower thtl:d 

:mentton apQrts in anst1ar to thia question. sportt;1 

show a rise in frequency of lllention with :a rise in 

$gG leV$l rogardlGSS Of mental ability, although b'i 

the lowe!" third sp()rts are not mentioned at ·aJ.l at .age 

thirteen •. At tbe age of fifteen "sport is second to 

:reading in r-espe-ct .. ot .most popular activttis,s regard~ 

loss ,o£ mental abiltty .. 



Play~ \ifhieh oan be distinguished from sPOrts 1n 

that it i.nd.ica:tes tess organization .of aetivity,. was 

more populAr w1 th younger girls. pru-tioulm:'.ly wl th 

·th~ girls in the lower third.. 12.91& of ·th~ l·owea­

third.· girls mention '"play" as.a le.isuret1ma activity 

whi.lt) ·· onl:y 4· ;~ of the ·upper third ehoose this as .a­

profex>J7ed leisur-e tittle activ1.tlf• Such activities SJl 

knttting a.nd sewing o:r listening to the wirale:Ss 

show littlere~tionship to aithor age ol.'"mantal 

al>ili ty although the~ is a slight rtse in ·the fr-e~ · 

quencr of mentlon of these activities :for the girls 

· tn the 1-awer thtra.. fho fe\>: ·girl-s \vho mention dancing 

ae a. desirable. l'(;)is~time activity are, ttithout 

exoeptio.n; to be found in tho oldest $ge group used · 

1n thts tnvestlga:ttont· a.n<i none of thom appear in tho 

upper: third ln intelligence. 

BQys menttc:nread.ing most ~requsnt~y es a favour­

ite recreation, and. aa t4ith girls, tha grea.tor the 

mentAl ability,. t11e mor~ -is reading preferred (52 .. 6% 

of boys in the upp~r third, 42. 8% i.n the middle third 

and :;6.;% 1n the lower third).. Replacing reading as 

. a favourite leisure-time aotivtti fo-r boys in the 

lowsa- thiri .at ages twelve and thirteen, are sports 



I.Q. GROtP 

ME 12 

PROGRA!.1!$ 

Music ''·' News 0 

~alent 33.3 
Educational 0 

Sports 9.b 
stories 23.6 

B = 21 

UPPER 

13 14 l5 

32.2 42.9 40 

TABLE V 

t'llRELESS PROGRAMMES IDST EN.l'OYED 

( E.XPR•;s~W IN P<::RCErr.rAGES) 

GIBLS 

lliDD~ 

Total l2 13 14 15 Total 
' 

36.8 ~ 18.6 34.7 55.6 33.3 
0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 .a 

'l.l 21.4 30 20.7 25 33.3 30.6 U.l 27.2 

0 0 0 0 J 3.7 2.04 0 2.6 

3.t 0 10 4.2 10 0 8.2 11.1 7.0 

57.2 35.7 20 "JJ1.9 25 44.4 24.5 22.2 28.9 

28 28 10 87 20 Z1 49 18 114 
- ---------- --

LOQER 

12 13 14 15 Total 

12.5 44.5 55.6 30.7 42.7 

0 0 0 0 0 

50 11.1 14.8 32.3 25.3 
0 0 0 0 0 

0 11.1 3.7 3.2 4.0 

37.5 3:;.3 25.9 25.8 28.0 

8 9 Z1 31 75 
-----

...:::"" 
• 



I.,.;;. GROuP uPPER 

AGE 12 13 14 

PROGRA~!iWi: 

Music 11.6 8 ''·' New a 0 0 0 

~alent 38.5 44 20.8 
m.ucationa.l 57.7 4 4.2 
Sports 13.5 12 20.8 

Stories 30.8 32 20.8 

N • 52 23 24 

TA13LE V 

':IHELB:.:;s PRoGRA1 :~tES T ·o sT s:uoYED 

{.EXPRESS.;]) IN p:::RCEHrA:1ES} 

.oors 

IO:JDDLE 

15 Total 12 13 14 15 

2~~.2 16.7 5.88 7.33 21.4 1~.7 

0 0 2.9 2.4 ~.6 0 

22.2 34.6 20.6 14.7 21.4 1L.7 

0 4.5 0 2.4 0 0 

:?3.3 1t..7 2'.5.5 4ti.3 25 50 

22.2 28.2 47.1 2t.~.S 213.6 16.7 

9 110 34 41 28 18 
------··- -

WWER 

Total 12 13 14 15 Total. 

11.6 0 12.5 11.5 0 6.4 
2.5 u.3 0 0 0 1.06 

10.4 43.8 29.2 'Z1.9 32.2 31.9 
I 

.a 12.5 0 0 3.6 3.2 
35.5 18.8 ''·' 38.4 35.7 33.0 

31.4 10.8 25 23.1 28.6 24.5 

121 1o 24 20 28 94 
- --------- ----- ------ -------

f.:: 
• 



S~.nd hobbies. At age ·twelv~ sports wS:th 45.5% of the 

bo~s chr>osing it and. hobbles 'l.tJith 45-4%,; ara almost 

twice a.a 'ft'aquently mention$d as reading (27 .• '~). 

~ble IV ohuwa that girls have a ·~d.der range ;o£ 

aotivities than hllva boys. 

Question f•ive \ttas. "Have you a tfiral.ess set? 

"Put an "X' ·against the programme you en.jgf . moatu .. 

'!he most popular type ot wirelGGa programme £or gi.rls 

is "mu.slcn ( ;6. 6%) :toll01t10d. bt 1'.stor1es and so:rialsn 

{31 .• '5~) and nquia O'r tslent s.howan (26.6%)... Music, 

though popular at all a.ge.s, inereaaes ·tn popularity 

with age as shown in ·TG;ble v. 33·}~ ~of girls .aged 

twelve in. the U..pper third m~ntion music t<Thi.le 40% 

aged fifteen in that group indicate t t. · For tll$ mt(ldl~ 

third interest increases from '0% (aged twslva) to 

55 .. 6% .(~d fift~n) and in the lower ·th~d thG 

t.ner$asa ts from 12.5% to ;s. 7'A· Conversely, wireless 

aerials and storie.a. 'bee om~ slightly less r;opula.r \-Jith 

age. e.t 1111 l~wls o£ m~nta.l abilitY• for of the.gtrls 

in the uppe.x- third at age :fifteen only 20% pref'er them. 

In the mi.ddl~ third at -age thl.rt,eon 44. 4~ prefer 

\i'irelaas sto:riea with only 22 .. ~ a.t a.g~ :fifteen ex ... 

pressing tbts preferanoe. In the l:owet> third at age 



t~olve, 31·5~ of the girls p~:fer stories ta1hile 

25.8% of girls ·in this thit-d agad fifteen pr~fer th&m• 

From tho results obtai-ned in Table V it seems that 

netr!s t-eporta and eduoational features attract tetl 

gir1s at a11v l-evol of age or mental ability. Only 

gir.la ln the middle 'third men·tio,n listening to thesa 

programmes ~nd they represent_ only :; .. 5~ of the total 

£omin1ne 11-eten-ers investigateil. 
. ' 

Spons reports and stories,, each with as. 3%~ and 

qui~ or talen.t p:rogreu:nmes t-Tith ·27.7~ rap~esent the 

most popular wireless progr~~raes for boys. 34.6% of 

th~ boys in the upper third prefer qut~talGnt sho:ws.: 

while 35· 5% _ of the boys in the mid.dlo ·third e.nd 33~ 

of the boys 1n lower tb::i~d prefer sporting broa.dco.ots. 

fb.e .second most popular pro~11e for the upper and 

middle third group-s of boys. :ia rodi,.o stortea a.nd 

SGrials" whil~J in the lO\<T~r third .<:tuie-talont shot~ 

are second tn populat~i ty. Masic loses in popular.1tu 

from th~ upper ·third to tlte_lowcar third 1n mental 

e,.btlity. tdth a d!:'op ·_ :trom 16.71' to 6.4%• ~e older 

boys bave a. greater itrtorest !n music than yo~nger 
- -

. OlieS except in the 10l1E!%' thix-4 where music ia not 

mentt~d by either . the tt--1elve or fi:fteen year-old boys. 



Ago f,ourteen seems to be the age \<th~;re musie is most 

enjoyed. rind app~eiated by bt>ye. A. gla.t'loe at ~ble 

·v indtea.tea tha.t fe.w boys listen to eilueational or· 

news .broadcasts wllGn any oth~r programme is avail· 

able, fQr 'boy.s me11tiontng these programrt1ss as most 

en;joyed l"epresant .·only 4~ of the total nwn'ber of boy,s 

.consulted in this euzovey. 

Differ$ne~s in interests in tqi:re1ass- pro~ea 

t~Tbi,oh can be attributed to sex aJ.'"e e1rident in a:t:ti tude 

towat:'<l tnllSie ,and .eports broadcasts.; Musical programmes · 

are high in the s~leetions of g!rla (36.616) but a~ldom 

chosen by boya.. Conversely, b()ys pr('d'er sports broad.­

ea$ts (28~ 3%} while few gfrls (5,4sil choose to l:ts~n~ 

Question si.x was, "How often do y{)U go to ths 

-einerna? With wbo1n d.o .Y-Oll ~o7 rtumber the five ldnds 

Qf ftlma you lUte bast, in the ordel" in \ihich Yt>tt lilto 

them. n The reason for this question ua.~ the beltef 

of tlle inv~atigator that cinema. tn~ras-ta mi~t often 

represent X.eatiing interests. lt ts a fact well-knotm 

to ltbraria.ns that \fhen the plot. of a boolt i.S made tnto 

a film the ctr:nl!lation . o£ the book 1norea.saa. ·In · 

addition;~ c.inema. :attfilndanee., filS \'tirt;tles.s listening; ·is 

Q. pas-sive form of rt:Hlreation t-thich in. r(#!t:Jnt years h.ae 



be~n a-ocused of usurping time pr~viously used. :for 

~ea.atng.- The aeotion of this question n\i.rith t-lhom do 

.wou go?11 is individually diagnosti-e but not pertinent 

to the statistical a.ttal.ysis and therefore not used. 

l4ost g1rls (46.,%} a.ttend the einems. ~10 ·times 

a. month· ~his ta·eqt!iva.lent to onee a week or ofteno:r .. 

6.2% of girls report that thoy newr attend the ein~ma. 

Attendance is ntost :freq,uent at the lower thir4t: for 

5~ of t;,tis group go to the otnema onea a week or 

o:ftener• t-thila·onlr 39.6?: in the upper thtrd_go so 

often. Ptsom Table VI age s~·ems to ba.va little bear1ng 

upon the! t-requeneu w1 th t'lhiob, gf.rls patront.zo the 

einer.iia .. 

Ac \ltith girls,. most .of th$ boys inv~sti~ted 

attend the ¢lnema 4-10 t!.mes _per month. Only 5.1% . 

of all the boys state tbey nevsr attend.- From Table 

VI a ,ri.se 1n fr~:queney of attendance· co ina idea wi tb 

a. aeoreaae in the mental abilt.ty of the boys. ~his 

is· evident li;;' the :faet that '55· 3% of the bOys 1n the 

lOltJer thit'd attend e.t 1ee.st onoe a 1Neek,, \fhile only 

49 .. 3% of tho . middle third ~"ld $8. 5~ of the upper third 

attend once a ·w-eek. The older more intelligent boy.a 

appe~·_less addicted. ·to ctneroo. goingt . for 20% of· boys . 

aged ::f.tfteen in the uppe.J!' third atte.nd movies ono:e .a 



TA:BLE VI 

C:t:N.i!!MA A'l'TE:m>AIDE PEm UlftR 

(R'XPRESSJI) m P:m.csO'AGBS ) 

GlBLS 

I. Q. GBOUP tr.PPEB. mDDIB LO'Jlm j 

AGE 12 1.3 l4 15 Total 12 13 14 15 Total 12 13 14 15 Total 

AT'I'CDA!!CE 

4- 10 tines 38.0 36."1 58.1 ~~.6 59.6 46.7 56.0 51.0 47.3 50.8 57.2 55.6 61.6 51.6 56.0 

1 - ' tmes 28.6 ;o.,o ~. 1 33.3 3:;.o 26.7 24.0 17 .e 31.6 22.7 14.3 o 26.9 21.2 20.0 

Seldom 28.6 33.3 16.1 11.1 24.2 13.3 12.0 25.5 15.8 19.1 14.2 22.2 3.6 24.2 16.0 

~ 4.8 - 6.5 - 3.2 13.3 a.o 5.7 5., 7.3 14.3 22.2 7.7 13.03 a.o 

N • 23 30 30 9 92 16 24 48 18 106 9 7 30 32 78 
...____ _____ L__ - --

I 

\& 
• 



I.~ GROUP lJPP}JR 

AGE 12 13 14 15 

ATT~lDANCE 

4 - 10 times 41.2 :;~~. 2 47.8 20.0 

1- 3 tir.les 31.4 ":'•:) ? ;J,;. ..... 34.8 50.0 

Seldom 25.5 35.o "!.7.4 20.0 

Never 1.9 - - 1o.o 

N • 51 24 2Q 9 

TABLE VI 

CINEMA A....'7'"Z:TD AITCE P ·:R I-1C };['H 

( t;'V"'""P-'·0~"' n,y p·<::>.,E·,nu.,...,..,c:-) £at"U. n~.J;;, .. ~ ..~..~, .. .o~.\.l.i .l:'l.l:~t.w 

OOYS 

MIDDLE 

Total 12 13 14 15 

38.5 58.9 39.5 37.9 64.8 

33.9 17.7 34.2 31.0 23.4 

25.8 20.6 23.7 24.2 11.8 

1.8 2.8 2.(; t-.9 0 

110 35 39 28 17 

:;:otal 12 13 

48.3 30.0 Sti.O 

27.2 S-:J. 8 24.0 

21.2 30.8 16.0 

;;.::; 7.b 4.0 

119 11 'Z7 

:W~1ER 

14 15 

58.4 b0.6 

25.0 n.4 

13.5 9.0 

::.:.1 ;;.o 

2b 32 

Total 

55.3 

2Q.6 

14.9 

3.2 

9t> 

_I 

I 

\.,;1 
-r-> 
• 



week, 64.8% of the oorrespondins group in the mtdd.le 

t'b:trd and 60. 6~ .tn the lower third. No rsio.ttonship 

bstt-Je.en the age or tl1en·t;al ability is apparent among 

boyS WhO neve:r attGnd the cinema. fhi.s may r~su1t 

from p~nta'l.control rather than-pupil choice. 

!here _ a.ra · no app~en.t d1fferenees >tthieh can ·be 

attributed to sex in frequency t>f oinerna. a.tt,endanoe. 

Asking each child to number the five kinds of 

f!.lms be liked ·b~st, _in the order itl which he liked 

them; v~as wt ef.fort to determine themos \IJhich -are 

pop-uw t<~t th ohil<S.ren. In weighting the :rasponoes 

_ thG first a.nd. sacond choices wtlre etven the ~eatGst _ 

wa~gbt b~oause it_wa.s bellew<i ·tha.t t.beee choices 

_ \itcn~ld most aoouratGly roprese.nt the pup1l' s preferenc~s. 

-i'en points were a.llowed for a. first ehoiee, seven 

p.otnts :fo~ a. second ohoiee, four points for e. third 

cht>ioe,_ tt·ro point$ t'or a. fourth ·choice nnd one point . . . . -

for a fifth choiao.. The raw sc~e (found b~ addltlg 

· together the total .. points received tn each category) 

l:IS.S then converted to a p~reenta.ge scoro using the 

total ma.xtmum scol"e possible s.s 100% .. 

Among .gi:rls who att-end tho cinema the moat 

popular typo of :film :i. a 'nmysteey", lrt th a 44. 3~ rating. 



·Next in popularity ~a ttaomedie.sn closoly follQtved 

· by nlove" and "sad" films. Cartoons.,. if combined. 

with coomedieu into one category of humOurt lvoul.A be 

the most popular ktnd Qf film with a 51·1% rattng. 

Somo diifere~ees \:thioh may be attributetl to 

dittex'ertces in mental ability ot the girls may be 

seen in ~able VII. Whil<:i oom$d1es al?e the most 

popular £o~ the gtr.ls 1t1 tho upper third ( 42.4%), 

m,rstet1es .are tho most popular £or the rnidd.le G.."ld 

.iovrer thi:;."do (46/n and 47.9%). Cowboy shows ~ more 

popular \<ti th ptlpils in tho lm1er third (26. 2~) than 

tn the uppor third (12. 3%). . Nine t;rt>GS of films \4&1'e 

listed in tho qu.estial'U'm.i~e \i.ti th a apace provtded tor 

additional choices to be. o.ddod. At'1 1ntoresting ttom 

in 'TltblG VIt is the ~k of "t~i ts-... tn" choi"eea by 

girls in tho lower third. Girls in tho Qther thiX"ds 

UOOd thil?J O;ppo:rtunity, but tl?.O girls in the lower 

thlrd added only one cc.tegory:t "musical showsn. 

S'Om~ diff>creneas in einGrna interests of the gtwls 
. . 
studied. ~· be .attributed to age, fi!>f' u.lder girls ox ... 

hU,tt gres.t~:c- in.tor$ot :tn films. of love and romance .. 

~hin is d:erilonot:rate4 in tho· upper third by tho in.cre:asa 

in pereGntm.ge .rating from the age of twolve { 27. 4~) to 



! 

:t. Q;, OB01lP . . 

AGE 

ms -
Cmfl»7 

l\rste17 

· SOciety 

kve 

·Cartoon 

Co~ 

Ga:tJgster 

Educational 

1?AD18 VII. 

TYPES OF CDFlitt ~Elml'm 

(.~ tN PERCENTAG:SS) 

GIRLS 

·TlPPER -. 
mDDI3 

12 13. 14 1$ Tott\1, 12 13 14 · 15 ~otal 

17 .. 4 ,. 12.0 17 .. 8 12.,.5 10. 10c.9 . · e .. l4· oo.o 1;.o 
-·· 

36.,6 36., " .. o 51.& 38.-S 51.9 58 .. 4 43.;'0 36o.f 46.1 

9.;6 9:.4 a:., e.9 9.04 :· 1.8 s., s.,.o . ,.,:;, s.:s 
27.4 a .. o 4'·' 41.1 s1.s·· 16·.9 41'.5 53 •. 2 47 •. 8 . 36-.4. 

28.7 15.,0 13.3 e.g 17.,3 Sl •. 3 l5.9 18. ~ 20.6 20.3 

l16 •. 1 :60: 54-•. r) .· 26.1 42.4 61 .• 9' ''·' $1.5- 53.] 39 ... 6 

13.$ 9.0 2 a.s 1.8 1 •. s 10 •. 4 1.oa.· 4.-4 6.61 

7.4 u.a :w 12.2: ll"'S 2.5 10 - 9.17 1'·' a., 

.. 
·tOW'.D. 

12 lS 14 15 !lota1 

::ll3'.3 2&.6 25,.0 2'4.7 26.J2 

34 •. 4 38.6 46.1 51 .. 9 47.9 

1.9 Q .6 •. 0 3.1, 4.5 

24.4 44 .• 3 45.0 31 •. 9 :57.'2 

,2.2 2a.6 12.0 23 .. 2 20.4 

24.4 2~.8 30.3 31.9 29.5 

15.6 15.1 10 •. 3 10 e:r 
21.1 2.86 "·' 12.& 9.2 

'VI· 
-~ 

• 



Sad 21.8 18.3 30.3 24.4 23.7 13.1 20 

Animal 0 .1 3.3 0 1.3 0 0 

Musical 19.2 28.7 29.0 33.3 16.4 1.2 7.9 

Wa:r 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sports 0 4.6 4.6 0 3.0 0 o. 

Histo ri.cal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Adventure 0 0 3 •. 3 0 1.09 0 0 

Air stories 0 0 3.3 0 1.09 0 0 

N = ~ 30 30 9 92 16 24 

28.5 21.1 23~0 32 .. 2 

0 5.6 .95 0 

18.2 15 12.1 0 

1.46 0 .66 0 

0 0 0 0 

.84 0 .38 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

48 18 106 9 

8.51 22.7 

0 0 

14.3 ·.~0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

7 30 

:n.6 
0 

11.6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32 

26.2 

0 

9.5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

78 

\n 
Q) 

• 



I. Q.. G:OOUP· 

AGE 

l.t'IPE -
COW'b<ly 

Myster.Y 

"" .Soe_i&tu 

tove 

Cartoon 

c~ 
' 

Gangstel'. 

Educational 

T'JDI£ VII 

TYPBS OJ C~ P~ 

(.lm'RESQl>. Di PEnc.D'J!A!lES) 

·mn 

OPPER mlimLB 

12 13 14 15 Total 12 1' l4 15 Total 

35 .. 1 l9.,>fi ,,.~ 18.9 23 .. 2 . 34.) '21,.'1 14.6 27.1 26.1 

46.,2 48.8 43.4 18:-.9 44.S. 46.6 30.,.0 44., 1 4·3 •. 6. 40., - . -

3.34 2.1 5.4 0· '·' 2.0 2..82 3.6 () 2.4 

,.,,3 5.4 s.o . 1.,1 4.1 4.3 &.4 5.0 10.,0 s •. 9e 

44.1 ;o~a ac;.o 27.& ,5-.1 46.,8 ,8.1 .25.,7 22.3- 35.1 

47.:s '~·o 4~_.e, 25·.6 44.6 ;;9.4 46.4 46.S 54 • .& 45.'1 

:;o.&. 17 •. 9 n.9 .2.,2: 21.1 
•' 

,~.3 22.6 ~1.4 21 .. 2 24.,8 

12.4 9 0· 10 4 • • 22.,2 12.1 . 11,2 2 •. s 1,.,9 10.,6 9.0 

LOWER. 

l! 13 14 15 'l'otal 

41._8 28.5 Zl'.!'l 20.5 2'7'.1 

54.6 . 43.7 62~,7 52.2 53 .. 0 

1.5 5.6 5.,59 3.4 s.o 
e. a 2•2 10.4. 3.,13 5 •. 4 

so.s 40.4 32 .. 7 $3 •. 4 . ,., .2 

;o .. s 40~.4 45.0 45.4 42.2 

15.,$ 16.7 21.,2 19.,1 lS.?' 

21.8 8.5 14.6 19.,1' 15 •. 4 

\)1. 
"-0 • 



• 0 N 0 .... 0 0 0 N • .. • • • CD 

.... 0 :J 0 ~ 0 0 0 :;t 
~ • • • • 

= "' 
.... 0 • 0 ~ 0 0 0 It ~ c4 • • • 

"' .... ... S\ 0 ... 0 • 0 0 0 0 
t1 • • • .... .... 

.... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0\ = • 

... W\ ... ~ W\ 0 I 0 0 a • ,..t J • • CIO U'\ 

= 
0 0 0 ~ 0 :R 0 0 s; • • • ,.. 

"' 0 0 0 "' 0 0 0 0 
I d • .... = ... 0 .S o. ~ 0 0 0 0 

J • • ~ "' II\ 

~ :$' ... 0\ 0 0 0 0 0 • • • J ~ .... U'\ II\ 

~ ~ ... 0 • 0 0\ 0 

= .: ..t • an II\ 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
fA 

.... 8 0 0 D 0 0 IJ 0 
~ • • • • .... II'\ • "' 

II\ 0 s; 0 • 0 0 0 0 
C"1 • • • ... .... 

~ 0 ~ 0 ~ 0 0 0 
~ II\ 

J 0 • • ... 

J • J 1 I J I • 
I ' J .. 

~ ;I 



the a.ge of f,ifteen ( 41·1"'). A aimila:r inorease is 

evident itl the m1a.dla and lower thirds. . Older glrls 

. in the middle third exhibit leas interest in eomedtea~ . 

:fotr: there is a decrease in the perc~nt rating from 

61.9% at age twelv~ to 33~ 3% at ·~ :ti:tteeno There 

is a. sltght 'falling off of interest. in eat-toons. \>lith 

(.)ldar girla \'lhiell is elthibi ttld at a.ll the levels of 

mental ability.· 

·1'he most populAr Oinemas for bOy$ are .those 

t.thich involve a myatory (45· 6%), a eomed.y (44,• 3~), 

c~toona (:;6. ~).1 Clll'iboy and western stories (2!). 4~). 

and garigster tilm$ (21 .. 1%).. Oombini.ng tho types of 

film int.q the categories us<ld for this stud:,r, myBtecy 

(containing mystery o.nd gangcter ft.lms-) would still be 

the mo.st popular \>1i th humour (comedies and ea.rtoons) a 

'elose aaco:n.d. 

i-tyster1~th vrhile popular at all .'J.~vels, ~a moat 

populaz> in the lo'Yter- thil?d ·t,~here a 53~ rating ia given*, 

Another '.fact \ibioh may :reaul t :from di:ffe.re:nee in mental 

ability ·is that older boys in the uppt:r third are leas 

interested in tho ga.ng:;;tezo-typs . film than. ·boys of the 

same age in the lov1e:t th'ird.. Only a, 2. 2% rating 1s 

given gangutGr .fllms by boys in the upper third, while 

















More girl$ in upp$r .third state arithmetic 

as the i1lOSt liked .sabjoot ·than do those .i.n the lowe:r 

thittd. 19 .. 6% of tha girls in the uppQl' third cbooas 

t\l!ithmetic a$ -theix- tav:ourt.te subject: while only 

a. ,9% -Qf the gil?le in the lower third ion tb13 

·.In the upper snd lower thirds a mnalle.t:" 

pezocantage uf git"le aged fi:f'teen state a liki·ns 'for 

ari thtneti·e tiUtn d.o tllose ageti t>..relve.. For tho 

thtrd :50. of thr; gtl".ls aged twelve like :ari thmetiil 

and <mly ll.J.% nget!l \lh:ile !ar the 

•bhi.:crl ·{;he ootttHlpol'lding .rarag<l ia trma 22. 21l. to 6. '%-·· 
It1 the middle at-1 tltmetic .is ttoro popular Qt 

fou;rtean- (27.;3?t) tl:tilll .at ago tv1olve (6 •. 3%). Tile 

wide rn.nf;e o:f poseiblo. ohoi.coa maruts that $ome sub .. 

jti)¢te are not me11tioned a:t all by sorne of the .sub­

gt>oups. 1n tlli.a atud;y. iE: only subjeot 

mentioned by gil"ls 1n all n.f thr3 tltt'b ... groupEh 

Aa with the girls, no one subjee·t :rece111ed a 

pet·eentaga of votes fr.om ths boys. Ari thmetto 

(l;.a%),. gGography and 

·(ll. 2%) are the most freque11tly· man.tiQnO.d 

·erubjects.. Hia·tory a moN popular with too 
upper tltli.rd., receiving 18.2% of the votes of those 



boys compe.t"od to 6. '31& of th~ lot-ter tlttrd.. \i/oodwork 

t~ras a subject more popular with t..l}e boys in the lo\i1er 

third (15 .• 6~) tha.11 'dth. tl1e roi.d.dle third (ll.S%) and 

upper ·third (5 .. 5~). English is mare popular with 

older boys at tho upper and midrU.e thirds but is less 

popular '"1 th o.lder boys at the lot<~~r third, for at 

age t\1Glve 7 .. Sf; of the boy.s in tlle u.ppe.r thtrd mention 

English ag a. favourit:o subject While ;; .. ;;& .like the 

· .s.ubject at age fifteen.. In the lO\Imr third 11.1% .of 

the boys aged thirteon like Engllah .as a study, but 

only 6.'3;£ at o.ge :fifteen. 
' . 

Doth boys and girla mention .arithmetic and. 

history most fi>eqci\3ntly aa liked St.\bjects.. :Pis·ttnct 

d1fferenoes·wh1oh maybe attributed to sex ara not 

apparent beca.uea of the \-tide range of· choiea. It 

.seems oign:1.ficant to this study .that the subjects of · 

reading and literature a1.--e not popule.r with either sex. 

The zubjecta which :receive the highest. percentage 

of t1otoa a$ being disliked by girls are aritmncttc (36~), 

aoi~nca (14-. 2%), . Af'r.ikaans (l.2. 316) and history ,(11. o%) .. 

These subjocta aho\1 little difference t4hieh can be 

. attributed to intelligence. Latin and geography are 

most disliked by g.trls in the mtdd.le third, receiving 

16.1% votes eaeh. EntJlish grammar is .least unpopular 



with older gtrls as 21. S)'t of' tha girl's in thei upper 

third, aged twelve, dislike thG subject while no girls 

mention d.tslikicng it ·in th'1S group at age fifteen.· In 

the·· middle. third the correspon.ding range ts tram 12--5% 

to 5.6~, and in 'the_lowar third 11.1~ to ;.1.%" 
Science is moat cU.eliked by the two older ago groupe · 

at a."ll levels of mental ability •. 

The·most unpopulnr.:;;ubjeets_for boys (Table X) 

e:oe arithmetic (25·8%); hiat(Jry (15~7%) e.nd Afrikaans 

(15.1%). Examined by d.!f'ferenees. exhibited· in :t.Q6 

groups. ari tblm!itie and Afrikaans are tho raoat unpopular 

aubj~cta at the upper and middle thirds while arithmetic 

and. histor--1 are hi.ghoat in. unpopularity at thG lower 

third. Arithmetic t,s more disliked by younger boys, 

for in the upper group 43.2~ of the boys dislike the 

subject at sge twelve a.na ;; .. 3% at aae fifteen. · In the 

middle third tho eorresponcU.ng pereentage£l are_ ';1. 4% 

to 2;.6%, ·and in the lot-1or third these percentages nre 

4s. 5% ·to 18. B%· ·. 

In dislike of-school subjects girls and ·boys-sro 

· quite sbtilar.>. · . Doth ra.te art thmet1o; history and 

. Afrikaans among the subjects disliked. The boys do not 

.find science so disagre~able as do girls, a.ltbouglt this 

subject 1s . ment.ioned more :frequently by the olde.r 



X.Q.. GRO'UP 
'--

. AGB 
• ... 

StmnlCTS 

Aritbmetlc 

At:rikaans 

:Bible> 

EYJs.G'~ 

Sewing 

Geograp}W 

.latin. 

Msto17 

Bookaoopl:ng-

-

12 13 

TADLJ: X 

a:iliOOL stJBJF..C'lS DJ:SIJ:Kll): :at Ql'.RLS, OF EACH SUJ3;..GROtJP 

(EXPmllS:m IN P~A.GES) 

" 

tJPPD la'aDLE 

14 15 ~ctal 12 13 14 15 Total. 
--

·~ 
I 

12' 13 14. 15 g;otal 
--

i 

34.a 4:3.:? 26.7 ,,,.,; ~.a 56.) ~8.4· 22 •. 9 21~S 36.& 22 .. 2 28.6 ,,.,, 46,..9 $7 .~2 I 

" 
. 

13 .. 1 13~3 6,/1 22.2 12.0 12,.; 1a.; e., 5.6 ,.,4 22.2 () 2().7 9io'4 16.7 

0 0 o· 

21 .. 8 6.1 '·' 0 as 12.5 4 .. 2 4.2 '6 .. 5.7 11 1 14 ' ,. - . '·' 3.1 5.2 

'·' 1,.1 &.6 0.9 0 I 

l:J.l '·' 12.5 8.3· 6 .. 3 16.1 -37.3 14.3 13 .. 3 6' .. 12.81 

1;.,::; 6.7 ll.l. 1.,.(5, 12.5 5:.6 16.1 3.3 1 ... 3 

17.4 1o.o 1o.o 11.1 12~.o 12.5 25 .. 0· 6.:; 16.1 1S.2 0 57.2 3.3 i.3 . 9 .. 0 

22.2 2.2 U.l 4 .. 1 3.1 1 •. 3 ! 

' 

....., 
i\) .. 



.,. 

!iu&io 
'·' . l.l. 

· Seie~ 4.4 10.,0 20.0 11.,1 . 12.0 0 

.S~~- '·' 1.,1 

An a.?- 2.2 

Woodwork '·' 1.1 

Natura ~tlly' '·' 1.1 '·' 
Coo'king 1,.1 '·' 4.4 

Spelli:g 0 

· ~giene. 6/T 2.2 

Shortbar.d. 0 

.I = 23 :;o_ ~0 9 92 16 
. -- .. 

0_ 

. 4.:2 29 •. 2 ll.i 16.,1 0 

0. 

4.1 .9 

G 

4.2 2.1 .a. a 
o. 

2.1 5.6 1.9 

24 48 lS 106 9 

0 . 

0 . 10., 0 25 .. 0 14.1 

"- ' :~ . . 1.3 i 

0 

0 

'·' 1.3 

0 

3.1 1-.3 

'·' 1.3 

0 

.1 30 32 18 
---

......;t 
\.>1 
• 



... 

I,. Q.. GROUP 

AGE 

~·~fS 

Arl.thm':3tio 

Afri.fmatu.l 

B'lble 

&g.,G~ 

·aeC~Jra~ 

Latin 

'Rifltoq 

EookkeGping 

TA'Bl& X 

StmOOL SUl?Jm'l'S Dls.L.lfW) BY OOYS OF EACH stm..<mOt'.l? 

(~ IN PER\lmT'AGES) 

- -

.UPPER tUDDLE. 

12 13 14 .lS 'lotal .12 13 14 15 Total 12 

43.2 20 •. 8 23.1 ''·' 32., 7 31.4 ~.1 ' '3.,6 23.6 . 21•0· 45· .. 5 

'23.5 ' 16 .• 1 15.4 ll.l 19.1 8.,6 18;,.0 25.0 5.,9 15.1 ' l$.,2: 

0 :2.6 1'.1 ·2 •. 5· 

1.9 4.2 3.S 11.1 '·' 11.4 2.6 ·o 0 4,2 :zr.s 
l.,9 12.5 7.7 11.,1 6.,4 2.9 7 •. 7 14 •. 3 17.7 9.2 0 

1.9 16.1 7.7 0 6.4 0 . 10.3 7.1 29.4 9.2 0 

.. - -~ 

:tmER 

13 l4 
.. 

29.7. 1:5.4 

... 

-a 
.:p:.-' . 
• 

' 

:t5 rotal 

la~a 25.o 
3: .. 7· · U.:6 12.,5 10 •. 4 

0 

'· 7 11.6' 6.3 9 •. 4 

U • .l 1.1 6.,:; 7~,, 

'3.1 ,.,a ('J 2.,1 

9.9 20.s 15.4 o· 12.,.1' 22.8. ~2 •. 8 14.3 0 ·14., 1a.2 25.9 ,·o.a 9.4 2o.a 
0 0 ;:.1 1.0 

'--



" 

lltudc 1.9 -.9 2.9 S.l 

Se.ienee 6' 15 4 lll . . ..... ' ·~ 6,.4. . 2.,6 

Singing 3.9 1.e . 2.9 

Art ,.9 1.6 

Woodwork 7.9. 4.2 4~oo.5 2 .. a 1,.1 

Natnre StlidS' 1,..9 ·,.9 2,.9 2.6· 

Spel~ 1 •. 9· .. 9 5.1 
~"giell$: 1.,9 •. 9 

P.,.T. 0 2.9 
' 

5 = 51 24 26 9 110 ;; 59 

2.5 

23.6 4· ... 2 . 

.,a 9.1' 
.. 0 9.1 

7.1·· 5.0 

:s-6 2.5 

1.7 

3.6 .s . 

•. a 

28 17 119 11 

~.1 3.1 
' . 

16.7 

,.,,7 '·a 
,.,7 1 ... 1 

Z1 .26 '2 

2.1 

5.2 

1.,0 

1·.0 

. 2,.0 

0 

'·1 
0 

0 

96 

-.:1 
\)1 ... 



pupils of both sexes. 

Question thi.:rteen was, nl)o your parents urgo JOU 

to read? :no your parents read books, magazines, ne\ta­

pa.pers?n Thio qttestion was included to devel-op some 

lmowledge of tha reading envt:romnent in the home of 

the pupilS• Appr()x.itnl;t.tely 5~ of the parents of girls 

in. :each mental. abtli ty group actively ·encourage their 

child~en to read, although a smaller percentage of 

parents ot girls in the lm1er third do soo Nearly all· 

parents of giX'ls conaiderctl in this investigation. do 

.read books, mat;azines e.nd n(J\vSpapers, hut the lowest 

percentages e;re noted in. the parents of ehildran in 

the l01<1er third.. In the uppe:t' third e. larger pe:roen• 

·tage of pa....~nts of girls read newspapers (94·7~n than 

read ·books 01 .. magazines. In ·the middle third a la.rge;r­

peroentage .read books ( 99· 1.,<1&) \ihilG more parents of 

gi~le ·in lower third are believed by their childrGn to . 

read magazines. No inference is intended that th1a is 

the only type of matc~i.al road !n each ease •. (See 

~ble XI) • 

. Little relationship is ~))parent between the age. 

of the pupil end the percentage of parents who urge 

· their daughte.rs to ;;:~ea.d. 

l11 tha case of boy.a the largest percentage of 
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parents \1ho u.rse their aons ·to r:aa.d ts found in the 

lower third ~mere a. total of 59~ 4~ encourage their 

children to read~ At the upper third n1orc parents 

cas.~) of boys aged fifteen encourage tbeir childl'()tl 

to read than of boy.s at any other a.ge in that group. 

Of tha middle third., tha peak period. is at· age foU%"­

tean (64 .. 4~) \1hile at. ~he lo11ar third tha pailk period 

ts at ti1f.rB tt4elw (al .. ~). Boys in each mental abiltt.u 

group belteve their ~arents to read more .m~gazines 

than books or new~pa.pers. 

For the upper .and middle thirds a larger percen­

tage of parents ot oltler boys urge their sons to read 

than do pal'enta ot youngtjl" boys,. :for 59· 2~ of the 

parents of boys aged twel vo in the upper third urge 

·their children to read while 88.9% of the boys aged 

fitt~en in this group are urged to read. · Por the middle 

_third the corresponding percentages are, 25.7% and·53%· 

~he r<.;VeJ'se of this is true e.t tho lo\tre~ third vti th 

boys ~ged tw0lw repr~sented by 81 .. ~ and boys aged 
~ 

fifteen by 65.7%. Thera seems little relationship 
r . . 
"" between the ages of the bo:f's and the number of parents 

uho read books, ma.ga.sines and newspapers. 

A high percentage of parents. o:f both_ boys and. 

girls res.d these three types !>f material. Those peroen-



so. 

tages are so high that a fairly homogeneous rGading 

background for all levels seems a.asurea., Approximately 

5~ of the parents of both boys .a,nd .gi:rla urt,ra their 

ohildl. .. en to road. 

Quostion£ourteen ~a.s, nno you enjoy rending? Do 

you like. to hav-a someoue 1"'ead to you? How .much time 

do you sp-ena each day in t.>ead1Jlg apart from lessons? 

'What 1d.nda of stories do you like to read at. prt)aent?" 

'ifhis question t-ta,s ·included to get ·the pupil's reaction 

·to being x-ead to~ and h.io e.tti tude towards r&adlr.g. 

It was also intended to gain some idea at the amom1t . 

of t:tme .eaohehi.ld. beliewd he spent rea.d.tng, apart 

'from lessons. The section of this quo.stion pertai.ning 

to kinds of stories which :tlw · pup_ils enjoy is covered · 

more fully.in qu.aation twenty of this questi.onna.ire and 

was therefore not ta.bula.ted.. Table XII aummari;aes 

results obta.1.ned trom the first tHo· sections of the 

question pertaining to the obi.ld • s attitude ~ovta.rds 

reading.· Theae.reaults are moat beartenin.g to ,educa-. 
tionists a.e 96% ·of both girls e..nd. boys state that tho~ 

. enjoyed readi1~.. F-or gir1s, age twelve seems. to be the 

period wnere least enjoyment is found in reading, .as 

the sma.lleot peroontagea a:ro found in· that age group. 

· The girls i~ the lo11rer third enjoy listening to aomeone 
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. ~ading to them the most (:S:h9%), the middle th1r4 · 

nsJtt (23.6%) and the upper third least (22.8%).. . · 

A greater peroantage of older girls state they 

enj~y reading than. do the younger girls, althottg"ti 

·this t(;.Yndenoy: is not so noticoable wf. th the middle 

third whose chara.eteristics throughout this atud;v 
. . . ' 

ha.V\?J not been as ·distinct. For the upper third thi.s 

tendOl'lCY for older girls to obtain more enjoyment 

f~;om reading is :i.ndiooted by the percentage of girls 

agea. twelve (65 .. 2%) oompQ.red \<Ji'th those aged fifteen 

{lOQ1S) .. , -For too middle third the corresponding 

pareentaaes are 87.5% and 88.9%; :ror the lower third 

these percentages ·are 66 .• 1% ·anti 100%. t.rhe.rs is al:so 

a gr~a.ter per~nt~ of older girls than you:nger .girls 

who enjoy bGtng l"ead to whi·Oll. is ind1oated by the 

. percentages of girls aged tl'lalve a.nd fifteen in the 

upper tlitd middle thirds.. 1ll1oae p~roGntagos for the 

n,pper third a.re, 13· 4% and 3'3· 5};, and for the mS.ddl.e .. 

tlfiri, 6. 3% to 22 .. 2%.. The oppos~·te ia t:rull in th~ 

lower third wbere the percentages are 44.4% for girls 

aged twelve and. 34.4% for gf.rla aged :fifteen .. 

!-lora boys in the upper third (97 .. 21&) enjoy read­

ing than in_either of the other mental ability groups .. 

~he pero(.lntagea are so consistently high that no 



relationship betwee11 age and reading anjo1ment of boys 

is diooarn:ibla. Girls and boys in the lower third 

enjoy being .read to more often than any other group. 

~nerally this found most favour for girls of the .lower 

third at the age of twelve, and for-boys the peak was 

at- the age of thiJ>teen in the sa-ne I. Q. group. 

Fe\1 gi~ls state they do · no·t read at a.llt and 

these \-tere confined to tlte upper third.. A total of 
. . . 

· 42. 6~ of all tho girls state that they spend over one 

hour in reading Gt:J.Qh day apart from thai~ aehoQl lessons, 

while 78.;$ read more than thirty minutes per day. ~e 

J..a:reeat percentage of girls who read ,over an hour a day 

~ in the uppGr third (46 .. 6")" with a slight decreaoo 

to S9 .. 6% at the lol>rer third.. Also, as has been stated 

previously, the only girls who .say they spend no time 

in reading whatev0rt are aged thi:rte~n in the upper 

third. (See fable XIII). 

A greater perc&nta;.::re of yount~er girls than· older 
' 

.girls say they devot~ 31-60 minutes per da.y in recrea­

tional readingtt .for in the uppar third 52.2% of the 

. girls aged twelve indioate tha-t they spend 31-60 minutes 

per day w-ith only 22.2% of the gb ... ls aged fifteen spend­

in:g.the same amount of time. The corresponding figures 

for the middle third are 43·7" and 27•9%. and for the 
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lOl·Tel;o gr-oup th&se porcenta.gaa are 44. 4~ ·and 25%· The 

reverse of this is true for those gix-'ls ·t1ho devote tl1a 

most ti~ to x-ea.d1nr;, \'1hioh is recorded .as over 60 . 

nd.nutes per day" .In the upper third the increase is 

. from 43. 4% aged tt1elve to 55· 61l aged fifteen.. . For the 

middlo third tho inerease is from 31 .. 3% to 38.8%, t-rbile 

tor the lot-ter thi;-d the increase is .from l. 2% at .age 

wolve to 43·7% at age :fifte~n. 

• As 'VIi th giria, the great propo~ti.on o:f the· boys 

( 68. 2%) read . more than one-half :ttou:r daily., apart from 

time spent on lossons, \iith the largest percentage 

(36·1~) readi.ng from 31-60 minutes per day. - Onll' 6.7~ 

o:f the boya indicate they d.o not read at all exespt t<) 
. . 

complete b.ome-'1ork, tmd the grea·tGst. percentage qf boys 

t--!ha rttport thoy do only required read.:tng a.re found in­

the looor. third. This ts demonstrated by- the :faot that, 

in tho upper third only o. 9% tlitl no, recreational read­

ing_, ,. 4% in the middle third and a total ·of 15. 6~ of 

boy$ in the lower third se.y that tooy I"GGad only required 

material._ Thoro is a similar p_attern for thos~ ·boys t'Jho 

indica.t~ that they read 1-30 minutes ,arid over 60 minutes 

:Pel' da~. But this pattern:_dciea nat hold t%-ue £.otr tho:oo 

who· say they :read 31-60 minutes pot- d.ay. 

. Girls epGnd: mora time in reading than boys as 
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tndtcatad by i;he percentage \>Iho read over one hour 'each 

day. 44.4% of th.e git>ls and only ;4.2% of the boys 

read over one hour per day. A larger proportion of . 

boys thangirlo int\icate that they read nothinll that 

ts not requt.red of them, IJ!he percentages are 6.7~ f.or 

boys 'vtith o.,,; tor girls. 

Queation fiftetm was;· "HOt>l many library books do 

you get from the library every month? Does -a.nyon$ help 

y:ou in selecting library books? If S():t who?"• It was 

hoped to fi.nd from this quostion not onlir the chi.l4 1 s . 

idea. of the e.mount of reading done each month, but also 

to learn t4'ha.t 1.n:f'l.uenoe others he.ve on his book selec· 

tiona. over 50% ot the boy.s and girls atate ·they 

borrowed 4 to a 'books per. month from libra.riesc .This 

.represents at laaat one bool~ per week and necet:Jssrily 

involves cotls~derahle time for reading~ .. There ta the 

possibility that these books eould;. have been talren home 

:from the library for :school purposes and might not 

rspresrn:1.t :reorea.tional reading only.. (See Table XIV.) 

. ·l:tost g1r le t~rho do not borrow library books are 

found among th<lGe in ;the .lowe1• third (7 .. 6%). ~o make 

the pe:ttern ootnplete those girls who take, the greatest 

number of book·s f'rom libraries are in the highest t.Q. 

group. 
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•.()f the girls t-1ho never 'bQrrov books :from the 

library the greatest number a.ra in the fourteen year­

old group. and of the girls t~~ho read over a books p&xo 

month there is a smaller poroantage at ;age fifteen 

ttta.n at ·age t\>telve at all levels o£ mental ability. 

From Table XIV tt t'1oula appcrar that the younger gi.rls 

are tho most -avid readers. 

Of the boys ~ho indicate that they borrot4 no 

books from ·libr~ies the upper and lo"<ver thirds 

represent the greatest per<JentagG. with approximatelu 

5% each, a slightly smaller porcentage is found in 

the mj.tidle third ( :;. 4%). ~e la.%>gsst percentage in 

each .t.Q. grQup ts the 4 to ·a per month book~borrows.r,s. 

At the lot-1e:r tl'rtrd the oldeat boys borrow the 

greu.a.test nwnbelr" ot books• ln the lower thir-d., .o£ those 

boys t>1ho borrot-1 over 8 books per montli1 none a.re a.ged. 

twa111.e while 25~ are aged fift(!en. Of all I.Q ... groups 

.of bo;vs who . borrow from ·4 t:o a booka per month the 

younge~ boys represent the largest percentage. t.rhis 

is dGtnonstrated by the following percentagtlS from 

!eabJ.e XIV. ~e decrease in the upper third is from 

64.7% at age tt-tel'VG to 33· 5% .at .age fif'toen. The 

corresponding deet"eases. ·:f.pr the middle and lO\tGX' thirds 

respeotiv:elt, at>e 57• 2%. to $Sf',, ana 54.5% to 34• 4.,S. 
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A larger p~rcentago of girls than 'bo-ys borrow 

over a 'books per· month; the percentages being 17.81$ 

for girls and 10.~ for boys. In the ease of both 

boys and gi.rls, at each level of mental ablli. ty., the 

percentages rise rapidly from those who bnrr.mrt no 

. library bi'.loka tc;> a p~ak of 4 to s books· per month. 

A question of concern to ·educationists ia the 

value of help in the selection of libl'~:Y books. 

·Table XV represents the tabulation of responses 

reaetved, presentGd in percentages for easy t!OJn~G""' 

hension. !h~· e,vraata~t proportion of glt"ls in eaeh 

sub-group aa to mental ability decla.re that no one 

helps them to select their library books. These 

percentages ~; upper· third 78. 4-~. middle third 

68-~, lotfot- third 57·8%· It ean be concluded :from 

these pGrC'4lnta,g<'!s that more pupils of lot-mr intalli­

gence accept Ol' require help in S~lGCtion Of books 

. than do thG mor~ intelligent children. Of interest 

to Gdu.catton also is th$ fact that-, of those g·trls 

studi.Gd, help from l1bJ-ar1ans represent the srnalleot 

p~roentagG at aU levels of intelligence and .age 

groups,. for in the upper thir-d onlY 1.1~ of the gi~ls 

are aid~d. bY' the 1ibra.rians, o .. ·~ in. tho middle third 



-

I~ Q., GROUP 

AGE l2 

SOURCE: 

Self 13.9 

Friend 13.4 

IJ!eaohe.r 0 

Librarian 4.4. 

Parent 13.4 

N = 23~ 

ti'I$>ER 

TADLE. XV 

SOURCES OF RF.LP m SEitF:CTION 0~ 1300ICS· 

(EXPRESSED !N Yt."RCEN'l"AGES) 

GIRLS 
~-

MIDDLE. 
~ ltiill!o...,._ »W ~•toriMI" ~-· .......... l!>ti_) .- -·q- .... - . --·iii .... Mit --

l' 14 15 Total 12 l' 14 15 Total 

ao~o 76.7 86.9 78.4 75.5 75.0 70.9 50 .. 0 68.9 

10.0 16 .. 7 11,.1 13 .• 1 6.3 12.5 14 .. 6 33., 16.5 

3.3 6 .. 7 22 •. 2 5.4 12 .. 6 12.5 e .. ; 16.7 11.6 

0 0 0 1.1 () 4.2 o· 0 0.9 

6.7 6.7 11 •. 1 a.7 6.3 a.:; 6.3 0 5.7 ...... , .. 
30 ;o 9 92: 16 24 48 18 106 

~--~~---•-- -- ---·- ... --~··---~-- --·------ -- . --------------- _.....,_,_~-~--~~-~---~---------- -----~~----·· -----~·---~-~~ -- ··---~- ------~-~-~~~·~----'·-·- ---·--- .. -~---

II·--.. 7 13 il ---· .. -jl)ilfllf~ 

~·· 

LOWER 
............ ljl'i.. ·~ oolfoli 

12 13 14 15 'l'otaJ. 
......,....;o:_...,~. JWSI'IIII 

55.6 S5.7 50.0 53.2 .57.8 

11.1 0 30.0 21.9 26.8 

11.1 0 6.7 15.6 10.3 

0 0 0 ;;.1 1.3 

2~.2 14 •. 3 13.3 6 .. 2 10.3 
., ... 

9 7 30 32 75 
-

\(): 
N -· 



TABLE XV 

. SOURCES- OF HELP m · SE.tEC1101i OF :OOCXS 

(WRESSFD IN .l-£RCENTAGES) 

BOYS 
,..__ ..... 

I. Q,. GROUP I UPPER ~R MIDDLE 

14 ~--' -1- · · ... - ·l~J 'To~al I . '1; .• 1?:·· .14 . , 15 To~:~ A tiE 12 14 . 15 Total 12 13 13 '""' _______ ,. .. _-l-------~ • ••-•a F ~ 11"·1 Ml ~.,--·,.a o~wo-liioa ...... ......,......,.._.,. a.- r -~ ·- ~- I 

SOURcE 

. Self . 74.5 70.9 61.6 55.6 69.0 I· 74 .. 4 69.4 82.3 41.2. 79.2 81.9 66 ... 7 61.,6 31.5 51.3 

Friend 7.9 4.2 11.6 11.1 . 8.2 s.6 10.3 10.1 11 .• a 10.1 0 16.5 15.4 12.5 13.,5 

Teacher 9.8 12•.5 ll.5 22.2 11.6 14.3 5.0 . 7.1 .23 .• 5 10.2 9~1 7.4 23 .. 1 34.4. 20 •. 8 

Librarian 5.9 8.3 3.8 0 5.5 0· 12.8 7 .. 1 o· 5.9 21 .. 3 7.4 ;.a 1a ... a 12.5 

Parent·· 2.0 12 •. 5 11.5 22.2 9.0 2.9 2.5 3.6 23.6· ; .. 9 9.1 0 0 0 1 .. 0 .. -- . A:iiiWi•M~ ......... ilFM-t ........ .......... _.,.,.,, .. _.........,~; 
51 24 26 .9 u.o I 35 39 2a 11 ~1~-J. 1~ ...... ~- 26 32 96 

·~~~ . ·• - -~~.IIIU:A .. I'"'""' lL,IIWlP ............... ....,..,_...., .. m • -1 \;Q: 

\.>3· 

n = 
1411it7 'llliioWI!'."*I~!i.ll.. ··~·· •t -

·• 



and l· 3~ ,tn the l0\-1ero third. t.rable XV shows that 

most gtrla prefer to get their holp hom il-iena,s. 

~he largest percentage of boys .in each sub­

group prefer to~ their own book sel~cti.ons ... At 

· the . upper and. lot1er thtr.-d.s teaohe.rs at"e the mo'St 

helpful. ln book selection, ·with the libra,ria.n.• s role 

bGeoming inoree.singly important to boys in the lower 

thtrd . ., wever'theleas the teach$%' remains· the most 

import.ant person influencing. book-selections by boys. 

A larger group of boys in the middlethi.rd ac;:;ept no 

holp tbBrt in e i·ther: ·Gf tha ()ther two thirds •. 

·The intluenoe ,of the parent on book selection of 

boys is greatest td.th old.er boys,. with the exoeptio.n 

.of the lower ·third 'Where the part played by the parent 

ts ntl. At age fifteen the teacher oarri.es the most 

influence t1i th bOye. ~oae percantGges represent the 

influence of' the taa.chor; . upper third 22 .. 2%. mi"'idle 

third 2:3. '5% .a.na ·the lower third 34. M~. 

65% of both boys and gtrl.s solect the.ir ,o~m books. 

1'h1s leaves only 351& of the pupi.ls who require or 

.a.coapt beJ.p ·tn selection 4-:f li bra.cy books... Friends ( 12%) 

GrG the most important to girls to~ help in 'book selec .... 

tion, vrhiln the teacher (12. 9%.) is the most important 

fo;- bo1s• Librarta.na a.ppoar_ to be the least of'ten 



consulted by girls (1 .. 1%) whil~ boys uae the retH.>mmEU1• 

dationa of tltei:r parents least (4 .• 61')· . . . 

. Question sixteen 'WS.$ 1 "Name some stories you have 

read during · tbe past two mon~tha fl\P~ from books 

studied·_ at school. Where did you get the last book 

you rae.d.? Why did you -Choose to read it?" . ~e first 

part of this que at ion \vas not· tabulated. as similar 

itlf'ormation is .ave.ilabla in Question 20. However.t tl-w 

information was used. to provide a obeck on the accuracy 

of the pupil 1 .e statements as_ to his re.ading p-references .. · 

~e information u.s to the possible sources of books for 
.. 

these pupils \'taa deemed pertinent to this study. 

!fha two most-frequently mentioned so1lroes of the 

last book ohoean by gi!'la in-all I.Q .. groups are 
1"f'riendst• and noohool liJ)r~yn.. ·(See Table XVI). 

The girls in the upper thircl use the public library 

more Gften thEw. do those in any other l· Q. group.. for 

the percentages of girls in the upper third are 18. 6% .• 

in tho middl~ third 12. '3~ and in the lO\<~er thtrd 6 .. 4%. 

Many gil"'ls report ·the~ received the last book tlmu 

~ad as a gift. This is e.spocially _tr-tte o£ the lo\>Jer 

tbt;t>d. \!there 12.$% report books as gifts. 

Fever girls at .age fi£teen report ·that they bonov-



TABLm XVI 

SOURCE: C.F LAbT :OOOK lmAD 

{EXPRESSED IN PERCENPAGES) 

.GIRtS 
p .;... ;·:a- .,.-..,...,jlJ - E!:: .--- ~s·Ab _ IF is •--~---·-~••!Gllli4iilloiiil ~ !to i- lJo4~1tilwoaii- -iii -• • •-•~~~~~ ••- •- · ......, • ...,........,..,.-.,..~ a. •r 4¢ 

AGE 12 13- 14 lS Total 

I .. Q. GROUP 

12 l) 15 ·Total 

~ 

1-
1 
-· - - ~:f! 15 To~ I l2 ;;-~~~· -·- • 1 - _, 

~ ... ,_,;.., ~- cilia£ iii!! l;bl§; ................. R Iii~ "'·--w-.,017 ...... ,_ llili!I!Mft &-- ...... ~~MAl - d -~~~- t ;.....,.. 

SOURCE ..... 
Public Libra:rg '1;~1 20~0 26-.7 ' 0 1a .. 6 I 12.,5 4,;2 '12;,5 22.2 12._s. I 0 0 0 15.6 6,.4 

Home a •. 7 10.0 . 1&.,7 22 •. 2 13 .. 1 1a.a 25 .. 0 ' 6. 2 11,.1, 13. 2 11.1 14 .. 3. 13.3 6.2 10.3 

School Libraey . 2&;.,0 . 10.,0 . 2'•' . 22.2 19;.ti 25.0 29·. 2 29. 2 50.0 ' 3;>.,1 '22.3 14 •. 2 ·. 40.1 '40.6 ' 35.9 

Friend. . 39.1 46.:7 . 26,.6. 44.5 :5o. a I· :;1. 5 ;;.:;. 45.a lb. 1 . ~6 .. a 1 44.4 42.9 . 3,.3 . ;1,.3 . 34 .. 6 

Gift L J l.'·.l~ ,13.3 ~· 7,. 11:1_ 10.91 , 6 .• 2. a.:: .. : ~·.?-~ . 5.6 .L~:~~}~. 13.3· :_:~ .. 12~a 

N = 23 30 30 9 92 16 24 48 18 106 9 1 30 32 78 
~-*d r! :j#:Zillit" .,bl J'LJiill,lia~'V·· 41PJUIL -....... li i!-- illilo:4 ...... :MI<UP .............. fUN11";81tl QiJ :1' I ,. , .-J 

\0 
0'1 .. 



TA1UE XVI 

SOtmCii OF LA..~ l300K RE.AD 

(EX'.PRESSED m P.EllC.Em.tAGES} 

roys 
• W --~·--- -- .- .... - •• a·-·_iLMit&rl·r ~ .!I\~~--"' ---...-~ I t - 1• J.l$4 ................ p 'iJW:J)W;>j z~·z ·a ............ -...... 

I,. Q. GROUP UPPER t1.l'DDLE LOimR 
I·] .• , -... - -·; ......... u. l ·~w-sv .............. p- ·I .... 61$ Jf!qjt;IK_ 1 ·~ . -•• .-. I t .................. ..,.- -~ .............. :_-.i·_-. -- I 

AGE 12 l3 14 15 1btal 12 l;l 14 15 !t'otal, 12 l:; 14 15 Total 
Jr.-= .-. illi"VIIi'- lti .. I• . W!fll..._ .• , .-.!4-- .._a. a··nr ·n· l t$ liLiM-.rf • v· il'n- Tif! - J ~--~·-.- · rv a .,.,.. ·wq·t ild d •• l! II I - .. 1 

OOUROE 
~ ..... 

P'ublie Lib:t'ar.Y' I 13 "'7 8.3 . · 15~ 4 33. 3 . 14 •. ,, 

il . .,l 14.6 

14~3 7~ 7 7~.1 11~. s lt).,l I 9. o :5.7 '" , .• l , .• l 

Ifome 

Sebool LibrartJ 

Friend. 

Uift 

.N: = 

15 .• 7 16.7 11.5 

35.3 12.5 19.2 

25,5 41.7 ;o.e 
22.3 . 25.3 

11.,1 . 29.1 

g·~a oo.o 2;.1 22.2 16 .. 4 

51 24 26 9 100 

tl.,6 25· •. 7 17 •. 9 

$.1~4 26. 2 42 .. 8 

22.,8 23.1 21.4: 

2:;.6 18.5 

23," 4 ?/1·. 7 

29.4 23 .. 6 

2 .. 9 1?~4 10,.7 11.,8 10.1 

35 39 28 17. 119 
\ l II ij W.! ._ ............. 

9.1 11.1 19.2 12.5 ' 13.5 

18 •. 2. 44.5 30 •. 8 56 .. 3 41.8 

54.6· 18.$ ~.9 15.6 . 2,.9 

9.1 22· .. 2 23 .. 1 12~5 17.7 
........ 444£ • - t ~ . 

11 Zl 26 32 96 

- .. I 
.!fl 
• 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































