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FIGURE 1-2: Position of nine excavated rockshelters in the Seacow River valley. 
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FIGURE 1-13: Valley farms surveyed in the 1820's (from Sampson + Sampson 
1994: Fig. 1). 
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FIGURE 1-14: 
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1837 

Valley farms surveyed by the late 1830's (from Sampson + 
Sampson 1994: Fig. 2). 
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FIGURE 1-15: 
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Valley farms surveyed during the 1840's and 1850's (from 
Sampson + Sampson 1994: Fig. 3). 
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FIGURE 1-16: 
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Valley farms surveyed during the 1860's (from Sampson + 
Sampson 1994: Fig. 4). 

16 



o 10 20 30 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 1-17: 

(/J!;B75 

N. 
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Valley farms surveyed in the remainder of the century - primarily 
between 1870 and1875 (taken from Sampson + Sampson 1994: Fig. 5). 
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FIGURE 2-1: The catchment area of the Seacow River as illustrated on topo­
cadastral maps for the valley (3024 Colesberg, 3124 Middelburg). 
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FIGURE 2-2: 

30 

N. 

Main tributaries of the Seacow River (3024 Colesberg, 3124 Middelburg). 
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TRAVELLERS' LANDMARKS 
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FIGURE 2-3: Landmarks recognised and named by 18th and 19th century travellers. 
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Mean annual rainfall across the Seacow River valley (in millimetres). 
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SPRING RAIN DEFICIT 
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FIGURE 2-5: Excess of Autumn over Spring rains across the valley (percentages). 
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FIGURE 2-6: Variation in yearly rainfall (percentages). 
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MEAN ANNUAL TEMPERATURE 
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Kilometres 

FIGURE 2-7: Mean annual temperatures for the valley. 
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Daily minimum and maximum ranges for the valley across a single year 
(from Sampson 1988b: Fig. 12·5). 

25 



N 

w~-+--+-.-: 

Wlnd8peed s 

FIGURE 2-9: 

,:". 3~16mph (4.8~25.8kph) 43% Calm 

16-38mph (25.1J~60.5kph) 

Two velocity wind rose for winds in the Seacow River valley (from 
Sampson 1988b: Fig. 12-3). 
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FIGURE 2-10: 

s 

Wind rose of strong northerlies to westerlies associated with 
cold weather (from Sampson 1988b: Fig. 12-6). 

1924-9 
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FIGURE 2-11: 

N 

1969-78 

s 

Wind rose of south-easterlies which produce cold weather (from 
Sampson 1988b: Fig. 12-10). 
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FIGURE 2-12: 

N 

June 1974-8 

.S 

Wind rose showing northerly winds associated with cold periods (from 
Sampson 1988b: Fig. 12-8). 
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Depositional processes at work on a small area of the valley (from Broquet 
1993: Fig.2). 
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SOILS 

~ Prlsmacutanlc/Pedocutanlc with red B horizons 
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Glenrosa/Mlspah forms 

Lime generally present 

L!lme rare or absent In upland solis 

Apedal, red, freely drained, 

high base status, <300mm deep 
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FIGURE 2-14: 

(, 

Soil types of the Seacow River valley (from 3024 Colesberg I 3124 
Middelburg). 
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Adriaan van Jaarsveld 
August 1775 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

-+- DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

-* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

0 BRIEF HALT 

0 AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

'the higher part of 

From Sneeuberg 

'Carolus Poort' 

'back some 

distance to 

o 
I 

'a kraal on one side 

of the Roode Bergen' 

'cavern' in the 

Roodeberg 

Out of the vallElY 

N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

30 
r 

FIGURE 3-1: Route travelled by Adriaan Van Jaarsveld across the valley (August 
1775). 
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Robert Jacob Gordon 
November 1777 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

-+- DIRECTlON OF JOURNEY 

* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

0 BRIEF HALT 

0 AREAS BRIEFLY VISITEP 

From and to the Sneeuberg 

'Gordon's Mountain' 

o 
! 

N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3~2: Route travelled by Robert Jacob Gordon across the valley (November 
1777). 
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*" • 
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0 

Governor J. van Plettenberg 
Sept. and Oct. 1778 

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

BOTH DIRECTIONS 

OVERNIGHT HALT 

BRIEF HALT 

• AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

From and to the Sneeuberg 

'Van Heiden's 

o 
I 

N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-3: Route travelled by Governor Joachim van Plettenberg across 
the valley (Sept. & Oct. 1778). 
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* • 
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0 

David de Villiers 
June 1786 

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

BOTH DIRECTIONS 

OVERNIGHT HALT 

BRIEF HALT 

AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

Out of the valley 

'Poortjes vontyn' 

boven aan 

Plette-nberg' s ~ 
R;v;,,' ~ 

From the Sneeuberg 

o 
r 

N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-4: Route travelled by David de Villiers across the valley (June 1786). 
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* • 
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0 

John Barrow 
October 1797 

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

BOTH DIRECTIONS 

OVERNIGHT HALT 

BRIEF HALT 

AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

• commencement 

of the Sea-Cow 

iniles beyond poort 

From the Sneeuberg 

To the 

N. 

~ 

o 10 20 30 

~l~~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;l~=1 
Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-5: Route travelled by John Barrow across the valley (October 1797). 

36 
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Governor Janssens, Oi Capelli, 
Lichtenstein and Van Reenan 

July 1803 

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

--f- DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

0 BRIEF HALT 

0 AREASBRIEFLY VISITED 

Out of the valley 

Poort of the 

Zeekoe River' 

o 
r 

Orange River 

To the 

Orange River 

, Van der 

'at the Caroluspoort' 

N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

30 
I 

FIGURE 3-6: Route travelled by Governor Janssens, Oi Capelli, Lichtenstein 
and Van Reenan across the valley (July 1803). 
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Cn!. Collins and A. Stockenstrom 
January 1809 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

-+- DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

0 BRIEF HALT 

0 AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

o 
I 

10 

N. 

~ 

East to the 
Orange River 

20 30 
I 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-7: Route travelled by Colonel Collins and Andries Stockenstrom 
across the valley (January 1809). 
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William J. Burchell 
March and May 1812 

To the 
interior 

• 
-+-

* • 
0 

0 

Winterveld 

- March 1812 

From 
Graaff-Reinet 

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

BOTH DIRECTIONS 

OVERNIGHT HALT 

BRIEF HALT 

AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

- May 1812 

a 
! 

N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-8: Route travelled by William John Burchell across the valley (March 
1812). 
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• 
-+ 

* IS 

0 

0 

E. Smit and W.F. Corner 
June1815 

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

BOTH DIRECTIONS 

OVERNIGHT HALT 

BRIEF HALT 

AREAS BRIEFLY ViSITED 

From Graaff·Reinet 

o 
} 

• 

To 

N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-9: Route travelled by Erasmus Smit and William F. Comer across the 

valley (1815). 

... van de Heer 

J.J. Pienaar' 

30 
! 
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Rev. John Camp bel/ 
September 1820 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 
./ 

~ DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

0 BRIEF HALT 

0 AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

From the 
interior 

via Hephzibah 

a 10 

N. 

~ 

From 
'Pinnar's place' 

20 30 
/ 

Kilometres 

Through 
the Sneeuberg to 

Graaff-Reinet 

FIGURE 3-10: Route travelled by Reverend John Campbell across the valley 
(September 1820). 
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• 

George Thompson I 
June 1823 

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

0 BRIEF HALT 

0 AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

'a boor's 
residence at 

a place called 
Elands:Kloof' 

o 
! 

N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-11: Route travelled by George Thompson across the valley (June 1823), 

30 
I 

42 



Rev. John Philip 
August 1825 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

-+- DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

BRIEF HALT 

0 AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

exact route 

unclear 

'the last farm-house, 
on the former boundary 

line of the colony' 

N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-12: Route travelled by Reverend John Philip across the valley (August 
1825). 
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Andrew Steedman 
November 1830 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

+ DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

o BRIEF HALT 

o AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED To the site of Toverberg Mission 

o 
) 

N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

From Graaff-Reinet 

FIGURE 3-13: Route travelled by Andrew Steedman across the valley (November 
1830. 
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Eugene Casalis 
1832 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

-E- DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

o BRIEF HALT 

o AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

- no precise 

details given 

o 
I 

N . 

. ~ 

10 

To Colesberg 

20 30 
I 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-14: Route travelled by Eugene Casalis across the valley (1832). 
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Dr. Andrew Smith 
1834 and 1835 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

-+- DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

-* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

0 BRIEF HALT 

0 AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

Cornelis Visser 
at Gordons Fonteyn' 

o 
I 

From Graaff-Reinet ~ Compassberg peak' 

To Colesberg 

distance from 
Colesburg' 

Possible halt 

·N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

30 

FIGURE 3-15: Route travelled by Andrew Smith across the valley (1834 & 1835), 
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Capt. William Cornwallis Harris 
1836 and 1837 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

~ DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

o BRIEF HALT 

o AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

'reached Bok's fontein' 

'Vogel valley' 

high road near 
Dassies Fontein' 

From the interior 

from Coles berg 

to Graaff-Reinet 

N. 

~ 

o 10 20 30 

~r ~~;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;;;;2~~1 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-16: Route travelled by Captain William Cornwallis Harris across the valley 
(1836 & 1837). 
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James Backho~ 
June 1839 ~ 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

-+- DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

0 BRIEF HALT 

0 AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

From the interior 

'Kaal Plaats, 

'Paard Fontein' 

'in a winding valley' 

To Graaff-Reinet 

o 

'near a house inhabited 
by a few, friendly, 

People of Colour' 

'some shallow pools' 

10 20 

Kilometres 

30 
I 

FIGURE 3-17: Route travelled by James Backhouse across the valley (June 1839). 
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George Nicholson 
1843-1844 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

-+- DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

0 BRIEF HALT 

0 AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

o 
i 

N. 

~ 

10 

Reached 

Cofesberg 
'after a few days' 

slow travelling' 

20 30 
I 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-18: Route travelled by George Nicholson across the valley (1843 - 1844). 
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R. Gordon Cumming 
Oct. - Nov. 1844 

'a Boer's 

To 'Wessels' From Colesber9 

Out of the valley 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

-f- DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

~ BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

o BRIEF HALT 

o AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

o 
~ 

N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-19: Route travelled by R. Gordon Cumming across the valley (Oct & Nov. 
1844). 
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* • 
0 

Alfred W. Cole 
1848 

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

BOTH DIRECTIONS 

OVERNIGHT HALT 

BRIEF HALT 

AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

Across 

the valley 

Through the Sneeuberg 

10 

From the bahk 

across the Sea-cow 
(Hippopotamus) River' 

N. 

~ 

20 30 
I 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-20: Route traveiled by Andrew W. Cole across the valley (1848). 
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Bishop Gray 
Nov. 1848 and April 1850 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

-+- DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

0 BRIEF HALT 

0 AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

From Richmond -

o 
k 

Overnight 

halt at 

From Colesber~l -

Nov. 1848 

'a 'muddy vlea' 

N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

30 
I 

FIGURE 3-21: Route travelled by Bishop Gray across the valley (Nov. 1848 & April 
1850). 
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• 
-+-

* • 
0 

0 

James Leylat~ 
1848· 1850 ~ 

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

BOTH DIRECTIONS 

OVERNIGHT HALT 

BRIEF HALT 

AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

Overnight halt 

. 'proceeded to 

Ruigte Valley 

'the remains of an 

old Dutch farm house' 

o 

From Graaff·Reinet ~ 1850 

N. 

~ 

10 

To Cofesberg via 
'the great dam or water' 

20 30 
I 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-23; Route travelled by James Leyland across the valley (1848 - 1850); 
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H.A.L. Hamelberg 
1856 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

+ DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

-* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

0 BRIEF HALT 

0 AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

Oppermans Kraal 

N. 

~ 

o 10 20 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 3-24: Route travelled by HAL. Hamelberg across the valley (1856 ). 
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Dr. Emil Holub 
1879 

• ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

-f-- DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

* BOTH DIRECTIONS 

• OVERNIGHT HALT 

o BRIEF HALT 

o AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

FIGURE 3-25: Route travelled by Dr. Emil Holub (1879). 

o 
I 

From Colesberu - .1879 

'very arduous' 
journey 

To Cradock 

N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

30 
I 
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• 
-+-
-*-
• 
0 

0 

S.C. Cronwright-Schreiner 
1880 - 1881 

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT 

DIRECTION OF JOURNEY 

BOTH DIRECTIONS· 

OVERNIGHT HALT 

BRIEF HALT 

AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED 

From Colesberg 

-/ To Col"b", 

To 'Kuilfontein' 

From Cradock - 1880 and 1881 

'via Naauwpoort' 

o 
r 

. N. 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

30 
I 

FIGURE 3-26: Route travelled by S.C. Cronwright-Schreiner (1880 - 1881). 
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FIGURE 3-27: Route travelled by M. Weakley (1892). 
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. FIGURE 6-1: Localities of Bushmen camps in the late 18th and early 19th centuries . 

30 
I 

59 



I Number of occupants 

• 0-15 

• 15- 30' 

e 30- 60 

.' 60 - 110 

110 + 

• 
o 
I 

• 

• 
• 

N • 

~ 

10 20 

Kilometres 

FIGURE 5-2: Numbers of Bushmen recorded as occupying camps on the valley floor. 
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FIGURE 6-3: Season of occupation of mapped camps. 
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Fanns from which livestock was stolen during the 18th and 19th 
centuries. 
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FIGURE 10-1:. Ring model of the occurrence of Bushmen on the landscape. 
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