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Position of the nine excavated rock shelters
in the Seacow River valley .
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FIGURE 1-2: Position of nine excavated rockshelters in the Seacow River valley..
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FIGURE 1-3: Floor plans of eight of the nine excavated rock sheiters showing
historical stone walling (black) in relation to other features
(from Voigt et al. 1995: Fig. 2). 3
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Z}.

FIGURE 1-13: Valley farms surveyed in the-1820's (from Sampson + Sampson
1994: Fig. 1).
13



t A 1836
0 10 20 30 {
1 1 i !
Kilometres ‘ l 7
|
1837 — / -
S~ |

O\ . R NN J
1835— AL,

..............

<
o> &

..............

................

........

. v e d

..................
....................
...........

FIGURE 1-14: Valley farms surveyed by the late 1830’s (from Sampson +
Sampson 1994: Fig. 2). ‘
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FIGURE 1-15; Valley farms surveyed during the 1840’s and 1850's (from
Sampson + Sampson 1894: Fig. 3).
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V FIGURE 1-16: Valley farms surveyed during the 1860’s (from Sampson +
Sampson 1994: Fig. 4). ' A
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FIGURE 1-17: = Valley farms surveyed in the remainder of the century - primarily

between 1870 and1875 (taken from Sampson + Sampson 19894: Fig. 5).
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MINOR DRAINAGE CHANNELS

Kilometres

Hustrated on topo-

.cadastral maps for the valley (3024 Colesberg, 3124 Middelburg).

jverasi

The catchment area of the Seacow R

FIGURE 2-1
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FIGURE 2-2: Main tributaries of the Seacow River (3024 Colesberg, 3124 Middelburg).



| | DERDE POOR E
TRAVELLERS' LANDMARKS | %
N
TWEEDE POORT
EERSTE POORT
DE MOSQUEE® e

TOVERBERG
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Kilometres
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N ; e COMPASS BERG
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FIGURE 2-3: Landmérks recognised and named by 18th and 19th century traveilers.
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MEAN ANNUAL RAINFALL

P

£ i i J
? 5

Kilometres

FIGURE 2-4: Mean annual rainfall across the Seacow River valley (in millimetres).
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SPRING RAIN DEFICIT

o 10 20

i ], —

Kilometres

FIGURE 2-5: Excess of Autumn over Spring rains across the vailey (percentages).



RAINFALL RELIABILITY

10 20 - 30
1 1 ]

Kliometres

FIGURE 2-6: Variation in yearly rainfall (percentages).



/ MEAN ANNUAL TEMPERATURE S

°c)

FIGURE 2-7: Mean annual temperatures for the valley.
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Daily minimum and maximum ranges for the valley across a single year

(from Sampson 1988b: Fig. 12-5).
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16-38mph (25.8-60.5kph)

FIGURE 2-9: Two velocity wind rose for winds in the Seacow River valley (from

Sampson 1988b: Fig. 12-3).
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FIGURE 2-10: Wind rose of strong northerlies to westerlies associated with
cold weather (from Sampson 1988b: Fig. 12-6).
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FIGURE 2-11: Wind rose of south-easterlies which produce cold weather (from
: Sampson 1988b: Fig. 12-10).
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FIGURE 2-12: Wind rose showing northerly winds associated with cold periods (from
Sampson 1988b: Fig. 12-8).



FIGURE 2-13:
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Depositional processes at work on a smail area of the valley (from Broquet
1993: Fig.2).
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SOILS

Prismacutanic/Pedocutanic with red B horlzons

Glenrosa/Mispah forms

Lime generally present

Lime rare or absent in upland solls

Apedal, red, freely drained,
high base status, <300mm deep .

Rock areas with miscellaneous solls

0 10 - 20

Kilometres

FIGURE 2-14: Soil types of the Seacow River valley (from 3024 Colesberg, 3124
Middelburg).
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Adriaan van Jaarsveld
August 1775

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT

[ ]
—&— DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS
B OVERNIGHT HALT Sjineeshoed
[0 BRIEF HALT
O  AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED
'Keerom
‘the Blauw Bank' {turn back)'
'Ronde Kop,
lying on the -
same river'
[ 'Schuy! Hoek'

'a kraal on one side

'Eylands Drift’
O of the Roode Bergen'

‘cavern’ in the

"the higher part of 'Carolus Poort | Roodeberg
Seacow River’
'back some
distance to
the Windhoek! QOut of the valley
N.
'north-
eastwards ... ﬁ}
as far as Tafelberg'
0 10 20 30
‘Isaac van der Merwe' L ) . |
Kilometres
‘From Sneeuberg
FIGURE 3-1: Route travelled by Adriaan Van Jaarsveld across the valley (August

1775).
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Robert Jacob Gordon
November 1777

e ENTRY OREXIT POINT
—£{— DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
—>¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS

MW OVERNIGHT HALT

]  BRIEF HALT

O  AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

'Champagnes{Poort

"through
a marshy
valley' ¢

*Andries
Burgers' [

‘Willem &
Burgers'

From and to the Sneeuberg

FIGURE 3-2:
1777).

'Drie Fonteinen
Aan De Crane\Valey’

‘De Schanse
Kraal'

‘Gordon’s Mountain'
"De Mosque'

'Rode

to and fro'
@

) ®
'a defeated Hottentot v:liage

'three hours NE
down the river’

‘Plettenberg's
River'

'Gordon's
Fountain'

'De Shuilhoek’

'pléasam
(] spring’

'Princess
Withelmina

Cvernight
halt

‘battlefield of
O June last year’

'Champagnes
River’

=

10 20

i 1

|

3Q

Kilometres

Route travelled by Robert Jacob Gordon across the vailey (November



Governor J. van Plettenberg
Sept. and Oct. 1778

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT
DIRECTION OF JOURNEY

._<_..

~>¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS
|
O
O

OVERNIGHT HALT
BRIEF HALT
' AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED
‘erected
a stoneg’
‘de
Seydsfonteyn’
Schuilhoek
'De Wet's
Viei'
'Champagnes

7 Poort River’

N.
N ‘Van Heiden's
Fountain’
"Steghanus Smit
... the last farm’ ,
0 10 20 30
L § { i
@' Barend Burgers' Kilometres
From and to the Sneeuberg
FIGURE 3-3: Route travelled by Govemnor Joachim van Plettenberg across

the valley (Sept. & Oct. 1778).
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David de Villiers
June 1786 '

© ENTRY OREXIT POINT
—<— DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
-4~ BOTH DIRECTIONS

M OVERNIGHT HALT

0 BRIEFHALT

O  AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

Out of the valley
4 'Poortjes vontyn'

/*kraal ... een meenigte
‘Hottentot in was'

r¥) "aan de vlak vontyn' .

'Paarde
Fonteyn' 'Welgelegen'

‘de eerste
Sekoegat
boven aan 0 10 20 30

Plettenberg's v \ \ . |
Rivier’ = ; . '

Kilometres
From the Sneeuberg
FIGURE 3-4: Route travelled by David de Villiers across the valley (June 1786).
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John Barrow N

October 1797 ‘Great River’ ()
\
&\
f
4
‘the second poort To the
. \ or pass' {2 Orange
® - ENTRY OREXIT POINT River
—¢— DIRECTION OF JOURNEY . e
the first poort'
—>¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS -
B OVERNIGHT HALT
1 BRIEF HALT *Bosjesmans
O ° AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED horde
. attacked'
(J
‘the Edel Heer's baaken’
‘Tower-Berg'
‘Buthouders
Draay’
’commencemenf
of the Sea-Cow
L ‘Gordon's Fonteyn'.
river
N.
- Camp eight
miles beyond poort ’ .
0 10 20 30
k 1 1 L ;
'Cepbanias Poort " Kilometres ,
‘foot of a
large
mountain in the
From the Sneeuberg Compass Mountain'
FIGURE 3-5: Route travelled by John Barrow across the valley (October 1797).
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* Governor Janssens, Di Capelli,

Lichtenstein and Van Reenan
July 1803

® ENTRY OR EXIT POINT
i : 'towards the (First) /'Bushman
DIRECTION OF JOURNEY Poort of the ~ kraal

Q
h
¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS Zeekoe River' From the
Orange River
B OVERNIGHT HALT
O BRIEF HALT :
To the
O AREASBRIEFLY VISITED 'Plettenberg’'s Beacon' ‘ Orange River
L] ,
'two hours ' Van der

Waltsfontein'

down river' q']
oA

‘came to
Boelhouwers

draai’

'Fenter's Fontein’

'Koekemoer'

'Maarten Coetzee'

'at the Caroluspoort’
N
'Gordons Fontein N

7 of Philip

J Potgieter’

From Graaff-Reinet.
via the Roodeberg

N.

"Bokfontein' %

'Klipvaley’ 0.

'Zoete Valley 0 10 20 30.
. ‘aan -
*Africas Zeekoeygat o : ' {
Heights ' Kilometres
‘De
Koude
Hoek'

Out of the valley

FIGURE 3-6: Route travelled by Governor Janssens, Di Capelli, Lichtenstein

and Van Reenan across the valley (July 1803).
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Cnl. Collins and A. Stockenstrom

January 1809

e  ENTRY OR EXIT POINT
—¢— DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
~>¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS

M OVERNIGHT HALT

0 BRIEF HALT |

O AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

FIGURE 3-7:

‘Van
den
Berg’ East to the
'Plettenberg's Beacon' L) Orange River
<Y Joubert’
S\ 'Fenter!

Cvernight halt

Carolus Port’
X

'the
(1} house of the
commandant's son

From Graaff-Reinet
via the Roodeberg

N.

i

o 10 20 30
Tt [ 1 |

Ki'!ometres

Route travelled by Colonel Collins and Andries Stockenstrom
across the valley (January 1809).
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William J. Burchell
March and May 1812

30

e ENTRY OREXIT POINT
—4—  DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
—~>¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS
M OVERNIGHT HALT
0 BRIEF HALT
(O AREAS 'BRIEFLY VISITED
To the
interior
- May 1812
'Pond Station’
From the 3 g 'Groote Fontein’
Winterveld
- March 1812
: N.
‘a few
temporary X 'Krieger's
pools’ Fontein’
'Nieukerk’ .
¥, 0 10 20
/ L [ . )
‘old  Al'coenraad Herholdt' Kilometres
Jan
Viljoen'
From ) : To
Graaff-Reinet . Graaff-Reinet
- May 1812 - March 1812
FIGURE 3-8: Route travelled by William John Burchell across the valley (March

1812).



E. Smit and W.F. Corner

Junel1815

] ENTRY OR EXIT POINT
—¢— DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
~->¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS

B OVERNIGHT HALT

(0 BRIEF HALT

(O AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

. ’ To ‘
'Tooren Berg’
- *driefontein
... van de Heer
J.J. Pienaar'
*Carolispoort’
‘aan de Wonderheuvel’
N'
'P, Vermeulen’
» ‘ane Jacob’s
/ place’ -
‘ 0 10 20 30
. 1 3 t ]
, . Kilometres
From Graaff-Reinet
»
FIGURE 3-8 Route travelled by Erasmus Smit and William F. Corner across the -

valley (1815).
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Rev. John Campbell
September 1820

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT

, DIREéTION OF JOURNEY
BOTH DIRECTIONS
OVERNIGHT HALT
BRIEF HALT
AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

ODI*+.

(/

'another boor’s place’

Through
the Sneeuberg to
Graaff-Reinet

FIGURE 3-10:

'a boor's place’

From the
interior
via Hephzibah

'a pass ]
between low hills’ \ 'passed
several
pools’

'Sea-cow River' ‘weak fountain’ -

'another
L fountain'

To '"Toornberg’

From

'discovered water
by the croaking of frogs'

Overnight
halt

. 'paésed
Wonder Mountain’

c::">.z

10 20 30

o
L ! I J
[ sumas 3

Kilometres

Route travelied by Reverend John Campbell across the valley
(September 1820).

'Pinnar’s place’
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George Thompson | Into the interior
June 1823

‘Hamel-Fonteyn' L]
- 'Biscuit-Fonteyn’
®  ENTRY OR EXIT POINT &)
—&— DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
~>¢- BOTH DIRECTIONS
- |
O
O

OVERNIGHT HALT
BRIEF HALT
AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

l

*Vanderwalt

'Plettenberg’s
Baaken’

'another
boor's house'

\)
‘a deserted boor's house’

'a boor's
residence at
a place called

Elands-Kloof"
N.
*a boor's place’

Overnight halt Y 10 20 30

« « L I i {

"in the wilds’ ‘|
the place Kilometres
of the rich

boor'

From Graaff-Reinet

FIGURE 3-11: Route travelled by George Thompson across the valley (June 1823).
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Rev. John Philip

August 1825

e ENTRY OR EXIT POINT
.—<&~ DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
—¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS

B OVERNIGHT HALT

d

@)

BRIEF HALT To Philippolis
AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED ‘
near
Plettenberg's » .
beacon' ‘Toverberg'
. ‘the last farm-house,
on the former boundary
line of the colony-
From

Graaff-Reinet -
exact route

unclear

=

10 20 30
! L -

e

Kilometres

FIGURE 3-12: Route travelled by Reverend John Philip across the vailey (August
1825).
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Andrew Steedman
November 1830

e ENTRY OR EXIT POINT
—¢— DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS
‘B OVERNIGHT HALT
(0 BRIEFHALT
O  AREASBRIEFLY ‘VI>SITED To the site of Toverberg Mission

QOvernight halt

[

Carolus Poort
0]

Wonder Heuvel

N.
Dasses Fontein
’ Kraanvogel Va‘lley
4 0 10 20 30
/ E § Il i
Vergelegen Kilometfes

From Graaff-Reinet

FIGURE 3-13: Route fravelled by Andrew Steedman across the valley (November
1830. ,



Eugene Casalis
1832

e  ENTRY OREXIT POINT
—&— DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
—>¢- BOTH DIRECTIONS

B OVERNIGHT HALT

J BRIEF HALT

O

AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED -
To Colesberg

Three days across the
valley plains

- no precise
details given

N. -
Probable point
where Casalis
met up 0] 10 20 30
with his = = ' =
companions - Kilometres

/ :

From Graaff-Reinet

FIGURE 3-14:  Route travelled by Eugene Casalis across the valley (1832).



Dr. Andrew Smith

1834 and 1835

e ENTRY OR EXIT POINT
—¢ DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
>¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS

M OVERNIGHT HALT

00 BRIEFHALT

O  AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

To Colesberg

'Venter, a little
distance from
Colesburg’

(7

‘. Possible halt

Possible
hait

'reached
Cornelis Visser
at Gordons Fonteyn’

=

Overnight halt
0 10 20 30

v ! 3 ] .

Overnight halt Kilometres

) .; 'base of the
Compassberg peak’

From Graaff-Reinet

FIGURE 3-15: Route travelled by Andrew Smith across the valley (1834 & 1835).



Capt. William Cornwallis Harris
1836 and 1837

e ENTRY OREXIT POINT
—¢~ DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS

M OVERNIGHT HALT

[l BRIEFHALT

O AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

-To the interior

‘reached Bok's fontein’

"Vogel valley' ¥

, . 'struck into the
- 'Dassies :
) -J high road near
fontein Dassies Fontein'

’

From the interior

Public Road
from Colesberg
to Graaff-Reinet

=

0 10 20 30

[ X |

e

Kilometres

FIGURE 3-16: Route travelled by Captain William Cornwallis Harris across the valley

(1836 & 1837).
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James Backhouse
June 1839

e ENTRY OREXIT POINT
—<— DIRECTION OF JOURNEY '
—>¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS

B OVERNIGHT HALT

{0 BRIEF HALT

O AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

'toward Colesberg’

L 'near a house inhabited
by a few, friendly,
People of Colour’

‘a civil Boor’ [

From the interior '
'some shallow pools

NN

'in a mountain kloof'

'Kaal Plaats,

Bare Place’ From Graaff«Beinet

N.

i

'to Kraanvogel
W valei'

'Paard Fontein'

'Krygers
Fontein,
Warriors .
Fountain' /5 'Dasjes Fontein' 0 10 20 30
: L y 2 |
'in a winding vailey' ' - Kilometres

To Graaff-Reinet

FIGURE 3-17: Route travelled by James Backhouse across the \;alley (June 1839).



George Nicholson
1843-1844

® ENTRY OR EXIT POINT
—<{—~ DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
—>¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS

M OVERNIGHT HALT

(J BRIEF HALT

(O AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

'Cornelius
Vischer'

ools of

U\ Seacow River

Nine
hours
northwards

Nicholson's farm
Ruigte Valley

Reached

Colesberg
‘after a few days

slow travelling’

.

c:ﬁ>'z

10 20 30

! ] ]

Kilometres

FIGURE 3-18: Route travelled by George Nicholson across the valley (1843 - 1844).



/ .
R. Gordon Cumming \;/

QOct. - Nov. 1844

'z Boer's
farm’

‘crossing
the Sea-cow
River'

To "Wessels'
From Colesberqg

Qut of the valley

'a viey about
four miles
to the west'

Qvernight
halt

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT marches'

DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
BOTH DIRECTIONS
CVERNIGHT HALT
BRIEF HALT

AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

Oml*+.

:{:‘;:»z

10 20 30

¢

Kilometres

FIGURE 3-19:  Route travelled by R. Gordon Cumming across the valley (Oct. & Nov.

1844).
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Alfred W. Cole
1848

'Mynhger Hendrik

e ENTRY OR EXIT POINT

From the bahk
of the Orange River

Rens’ )
westerly route

across the Sea-cow

DIRECTION OF JOURNEY {Hippopotamus) River’

OVERNIGHT HALT

BRIEF HALT

_.<_

—>¢  BOTH DIRECTIONS -
n
0 _
(O AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

Across
the valley

'z B

0 10 20

L t t

30

Kilometres

Through the Sneeuberg

FIGURE 3-20: Route traveiled by Andrew W. Cole across the valley (1848).
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‘Bishop Gray
Nov. 1848 and April 1850

e  ENTRY OR EXIT POINT
—¢~ DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS

M. OVERNIGHT HALT

O BRIEFHALT -

O AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

To Colesberg

mud house
three hours
from Colesberg’ N Nov. 1848

From Colesberg -

"" -Overnight
» halt at
'a muddy viea'

From Richmond -
" April 1850

Out of the valley
N.

0 10 - 20 30
S— - :

Kilometres

FIGURE 3-21: Route travelled by Bishop Gray across the valley (Nov. 1848 & April

1850). :
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James Leyland
1848 - 1850

® ENTRY OREXIT POINT
~<~ DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
~>¢~ BOTH DIRECTIONS |

B OVERNIGHT HALT

[  BRIEF HALT

O

AREAS BS}EFLY VISITED ‘ . » To Coiésberg via
"the great dam or water’

“proceeded to
Seacow River’

"the remains of an
old Dutch farm house’

/
]

QOvernight halt /

N.
Mr. Nicholson's
old farm - 0 10 20 30
Ruigte Valley } | . |
Kilometres

)

From Graaff-Reinet - 1850

FIGURE 3-23: .  Route travelled by James Leyland across the valley (1848 - 1850).
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H.A.L. Hamelberg
1856

e ENTRY OR EXIT POINT
DIRECTION OF JOURNEY.
BOTH DIREC'I;IONS
OVERNIGHT HALT

BRIEF HALT

AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

Oppermans Kraal

Hoogmoeds
Fountain
~ Plooysfontein

Vogel Valley ~)
: o

From Richmond

FIGURE 3-24:

To Colesberg

S Kuilfontein

CX Elandsfontein |

Mooifontein

1 A
o

@,
Dwaal
Fountain
Driefontein
N.
0 10 20
[ ] X
Kilometres

Route travelled by H.A.L. Hamelberg across the valley (1856 ).



Dr. Emil Holub
1879

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT
DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
BOTH DIRECTIONS
OVERNIGHT HALT

BRIEF HALT

AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

ODI*+.

FIGURE 3-25: Route travelled by Dr. Emil Holub (1879).

From Colesberg - 1879

P 'Kuilfontein

'very arduous’
journey

] 'Newport farm'

To Cradock
N.

10 20

30

—

Kilometres
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S.C. Cronwright-Schreiner
1880 - 1881

e ENTRY OREXIT POINT
—~<— DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
—>¢ BOTH DIRECTIONS’

B OVERNIGHT HALT

(0 BRIEFHALT

O

AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED
From Colesberg

To C'olesberg

To 'Kuilfontein®

From Cradock - 1880 and 1881
‘via Naauwpoort'

N.

b

0 .10 20 30
L ! 2 |

Kilometres

FIGURE 3-26: Route travelled by S.C. Cronwright-Schreiner (1880 - 1881).
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M. Weakley
January 1892

ENTRY OR EXIT POINT
DIRECTION OF JOURNEY
BOTH DIRECTIONS
OVERNIGHT HALT

BRIEF HALT

‘Otujl*,}\.

AREAS BRIEFLY VISITED

‘down the river to
Tzamenkomst'

of 'Uncle Jack’
To Colesherg

From Colasberg

‘rode over ‘1o
to Groot ‘4
‘ Quaggas-
Half Akker ¢ ) for??eiz‘ :
v'-:) . % ‘over Kuilfontein’
S, v
To 'Klip &Y ®. To 'Muschietfontein’
Kraal’ \
) ‘rode over

Elandsfontein’

z

0 10 20 30
} ; -

re

Kitlometres

FIGURE 3-27:  Route travelled by M. Weakley (1892).
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Location of Bushmen camps

®

S Y=l

B

. FIGURE 6-1:

AD. 1770 - 1780
'AD. 1780 - 1798
AD. 1798 - 1830
OCCUPIED
ABANDONED

CAMP IN GENERAL VICINITY
{EXACT POSITION - UNKNOWN)

NO. OF CAMPS IN VICINITY

e

0

>

0] 10 20 30
lL‘_ ! 1 ]

Kilometres

Localities of Bushmen camps in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.
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Number of occupants
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FIGURE 6-2_: Numbers of Bushmen recorded as QcCupying camps on the valley ﬂod?.
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Season of occupation
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Farms from which livestock °
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FIGURE 7-1: Farms from which livestock was stolen during the 18th and 19th
centuries.
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OQUTER RING
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- FIGURE 10-1: . Ring model of the occurrence of Bushmen on the landscape.
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