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n/'igllre 1: Alice ')lul~ng" LI/bll,h" Unshina 
(Sollrce.lllld,m •. 1999:15) 

.'v1ulenga (l98~) ]xlinted out that ,ery little ofl.en,hina· s childh<Jod is known, except 

lhal she was humble an,:I people admired and liked lhal 'lualily in her. Funhi'T111ore, 

,he wa, abo known a~ a peace-loving and well-bchavcd child. Although lhere ",:a, a 

school in Chinsali District and Lubwa mission. shc nevcr went to schooL She '"a, a 

vidim of the wilkly hdd belief in Afi-ican communities thm Western eo:lucation was 

nol meanl for girl" A~cording to this belief gir1~ were ,upposed 10 learl] as much as 

they could from n"ir molher;; aboul home keeping and child reming before they got 

married, Whcn Lcnshinr, rcached puberly, shc got engagcd to Gjpson Nkwale whom 

she later married and together they h<id a child and nam~d her Monica (.'v1u!cnga. 

1'}9~:16(i). However, it was not long before l\k\vaJc tell ill and died. According 10 

Fkmba cllstom8 Ihe relati \'es or Nk wale had to look for a man to clem1'>e l.en,hina and 

inherit heL Con""qucntly, P~tros Chimakwa who wa, a divOI'cee and a cousin to 

(jipson was choscn and they got mrtfried soon aftcr the cleansing ccrcmony (Mu!cnga, 

1<)98:4). 

In bet, -'bolh l.enshina and Petros were unedu~ateo:r' (lludson 1<)'}9:12) and logether 

they had (he children, four girb m-..:I one Ixl)' Some of l .enshina·~ living children are: 

\·lonica \·lumbi Nkwale her first-born daughkr wilh Kkwale, Mbelila Chilima 

~gandu, JenniICr Kanyallla and Katocrine Ngandu (Muienga, 1998:1(6). Stmngei)-', 

Katherine docs not appear to bclkve in her mother's religion and docs not associate 

herself with the rest of the tumily un religious mat\ers. Apparently, no reasons of her 

19 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

not 

out 

was 

It 

1 

was "''''neT .... around 

IS 

was 

1 

as 

a 

at 

to 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

was to a 

ona 

to 

one, 

was to build on a 

-,-,,",""'JeAHJ'U was COlTIlllaTI rep1enl:anl::e to 

were to 

was 

to return to reiJenll:aIlCe was 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

to 

announce 

to 

come 

1 

name means, 

was a 

news 

re~;ne:cts can 

1 

tour 

never 

to 

a to 

encounter 

to 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

some 

as a 

to 

area were 

~~'''H.,~uwaseruhrulCt:d 

to 

movement as 

evil 

a 

to met on 1 

1 reasons 

was 

• the 

• were not as were 

servants Satan 

• no 

• was a 

• had prayer over 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

The Council did not ask Lenshina to come for a hearing or trial but they simply issued 

her II Jetter of expulsion outlining all the charge~ agllinst her (I penburg. 1 9'12 :240). In 

her reply, Lenshinu wmle that onl)' nOll had th~ righlto susp"nJ her. The gi>t orh~r 

lcner was that she 110 longer recogniLed the authority of the ~hurch ~o'.lfldl hilt only 

the authority of(jod (1'192:240). 

When Lenshinll Wll~ excommunicllted on 15"' December 1955. by the Presbj1erians 

who aeclls~J her of being h~relicul, she organi/.ed the Lumpa Church llnd a huge 

Temple waS huill in Kasomo. Hintdaar (1984:~93) 'Hites that "'th~ Temrl~ waS larger 

than the Cathedral Church of the nearby catholic mission" In fact. this was thc most 

impressive physical monumental testimony 10 the Lumpa and it was ocb'lln in 1')56 

llnd completed in 1958 (Muleng;:l. 1998:19). 

I-1cure 2: "I he Lumpa Church at their headquatle" at Aa.'''''''' In Chi",ali. 
(Source. lIuol.""'. 1999:21 i 

When the Lumpa Church J:,.,g,m. it lltlr,lCted a lot of criticism from outsiders. llnd like 

other InJependent Churches in the r~gion, it was ~ulleJ ull sorts of names ranging 

from "ClIllic Mmenl<.>Tll·· (rhiri. 2001:28 and McPherson, 1974.178), "Sect"· (Hall, 

1969:47). ··Separatist"· (r>.lilford, 1%7:40) and "'hmatics" (Kuna 1%6). In lily ~use, 

despite critics. "an organiLalional framework was set III' in which Lenshina's husband 

Petros Chinwkwll llnd other senior mllie deacon:; held the topmost positions" (Van 

Binsbergen. 1 %4:288). 

24 
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