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This thesis consists mainly of an analysis of the
social structure of a small community of rural Coloured
people who live on a reserve surrounding the old mission
station, Steinkopf, in the North-Western Cape Province. It
has been written primarily as an ethnographic study of one
of the constituent communities of a composite society, the
Republic of South Africa, although a chapter has been devoted
to the comparison of Steinkopf with the four other reserves
in the Namaqualand district. | ‘have attempted also to des-
scribe and analyse certain of the processes of social change
in the North-Western Cape with particular reference to these
Coloured Reserves.

Modern Steinkopf provides us with an example of
integration or social synthesis. Its present social struc-
ture (and culture/ is largely the result of contact between

and the subsequent blending of different traditions - mainly

Khot Khoin (Hottentot) and early Cape Dutch - into one
relatively homogeneous community. And the influence of
missionaries has been great.

prefer to use the term Khoi Khoin because the

word ""Hottentot" has become a derogatory stereotype in south
Africa, symbolising the undesirable characteristics attri-
buted to people of khoi Khoin descent. Furthermore, the
origin of the word "Hottentot"™ is obscure. The so-called
Hottentots" referred to themselves collectively as Khoi
Khoin (excellent people). They were a linguistic group,
who, apart from minor variations, shared a common culture,
although they were subdivided into several tribes. On the

basis of minor differences and their distriuution, we can



distinguish three groups of tribes before the plate settlers
upset their ecological equilibrium. In the north-west,
occupying the territories now known as Little and Great
Namaqualand, were the Namaqua; in the south were the Cape
khoi &twin, such as the Goringhaiqua and the Hessequa; east
of the Gape were tribes such as the Inqua and the Damaqua,
whom we may call the Eastern Khoi Khoin.1

I began my field work in the Steinkopf Reserve in
November, 1951, and since this first officral visit of three
months 1 have worked in the area at regular intervals for
periods ranging from a few weeks to four months. A total
of thirteen months was spent in the field at Steinkopf. 1
have also spent short periods at Concordia, Komaggas, and
Leliefontein, three other Namaqualand Reserves. 1In 1952 I
visited the fifth Reserve, Richteraveld, for a few days and
during November 1960 | did intensive field work there.

Not all the detailed evidence on which my conclusions
are based i1s being published here, but apart from the material
recorded in the text, | have included additional data in
appendices.

Quotations from evidence supplied by informants are
sometimes written in the original Afrikaans and are some-
times translated into English. I have usually used the latter
form when the Afrikaans idiom is obscure. All interviews were

conducted in Afrikaans, which is the home language of the

1. H. Vedder, "The name™, in The Native Tribes of South west
Africa, Cape Times, 1928.

1. Schapera The Khoisan_Peoples of South Africa, London,
1930. pp.44-50 et passin i ]

W. Jopp, "Die fruhen Deutschen Berichte fiber das Kapland
and die 1970 u npubli shed Ph.
"University of Gottingen, 1960.

2. Certain grammatical errors have been deliberately retained.




majority of these people except in the Richtersveld , where
Nava i1s generally spoken. In the Richtersveld 1 had some-
times to employ an interpreter.

Most of the material on which the analysis of
contemporary Steinkopf and other communities is based was
collected by myself. The historical data was culled from
various manuscripts found at the mission station, early
Government Reports, travel and missionary publications, as
weir as from the unwritten history told by the people them-
selves. Certain of the statistics relating to the economy,
population, and marriage were derived from official reports
and documents.

The greater part of the material on Kinship is
based on a study of sixty-five homesteads (see Appendix G ).
Although these homesteads did not constitute a random sample,
they do represent a.cross-section of the population.

In the collection of data on the income and expendi-
ture of seventy-eight domestic families, and certain of the
data on .occupation and migratory labour in Chapter 5, | was
assisted by Messrs. H. Cloete, J. de Klerk, and Ss de Vries,
all of whom are teachers at Steinkopf. The same teachers
collected most of the data on sex and age ratics from a
hundred families. Although a random sample of the population
was attempted in obtaining information, this was not in fact
possible because some families are constantly on the move,
and secondly, because some families live in i1naccessible parts
of the Reserve.

At all times,during my periods of field work (except
Iin Komaggas and Concordia), people were friendly and co-
operative, and appeared alhays to be interested in the problems

I was attempting to solve. Occasicnally, however, barriers were

|. See (7. 4-67 ff.



raised when we were discussing those aspects of their religious
beliefs which would not be acceptable to the missionary. And
certain people ,referred not to disclose details regarding the
numbers of their livestock. This was probably because they
feared that the information they gave me would be compared with
their statements to the official who compiles the annual
Agricultural Census.

My visits to Komaggas and Concordia, especially the former,
were extremely unsatisfactory from the point of view of carry-
ing out field work. I was treated with suspicion by the people,
and i1n Komaggas a Church officer-accused me of subversive
political activity within a few hours of my arrival.

During my periods-of field work in Steinkopf and the
Richtersveld | lived amonst the people and took part in as
many of their social -activities as possible. 1 attended
Church services, weddings, funerals, and meetings of various
kinds. And | always ate with the family | was visiting.

I ‘am greatly indebted to the De Beers Consolidated
Lines Ltd., the National Council for Social Research, the
school of African studies and the staff Research fund at the
University of Cape Town, for the financial assistance which

I have received from them.

a. k. Carstens.

School of African Studies,
University of Cape Town,
October, 1961.
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Chapter 1

TUN SOCIAL_ FRAWMORK OF CONTEMPORARY _STEINKOPE.

The Steinkopf Reserve is situated more or loss In
the centre of the northern part of the arid magisterial dis-
trict or Namaqualand in the Dupe province

Two-thirds of its surface area of approximately
400,000 morgen are within a mountain-belt which receives
winter rainfall. The remainder of . the country lies in
Bushmenland, a low summer rainfall area in the north-east.

In the winter rainfall area there is usually
adequate grazing for goats and sheep from -ay to December .
It sufficient rain falls grain is grown in the valleys and
on the slopes of the hills, but even in good years seldom
mere than 6,000 bags are produced. The north-eastern
district provides grazing from January to April if the rain-
fall has been adequate.

A main road passes through the central village of
the Reserve and there arc regular transport facilities to
Port Nolloth (68 miles, and Springbok (32). There are
several telephones in the village and post is collected and
delivered there three times a week.

The Reserve has a population of about 4,000 people,
the descendants of Khoi Khoin and Europeans. Their language
Is Afrikaans. The majority of these people are mixed farmers,
they on lands and they also keep sheep and goats and a
handful of donkeys. Their success as agriculturalists

depends on the annual rainfall, and it is seldom more than
seven inches. If their crops fail they can usually fall

some OF the older people use Nama as well.



back on their flocks. The donkeys are used us draught
animals. They pull the ploughs and the small carts which
are the main form of transport throughout the Reserve.

_Lost people are poor. The great majority cannot
support tnemselves by means of the traditional mixed farm-
ing economy, and so each family is forced to augment its
income by some other means. This is most commonly achieved
by sending at least one member of each elementary family to
the mines or to the towns as a migrant'worker, and this
occupation has iIn recent years became a major source of
Income.

almost all the inhabitants of the Mesons live iIn
the mission village, steinkopf, or in the mall scattered
hamlets of various size which are built round the better
springs and waterholes. There are a few people who prefer
to live in isolated homesteads near their arable lands or
on the commonage with their stock. These homesteads com-
prise either one elementary family or a patrilineal extended
family.

The majority of the population spend part of the
year, "alien they are not ploughing, reaping, or herding, or
absent as migratory workers, in the village where they have
building lots on which soma people have erected permanent
dwellings. Apart from the very conservative people who
visit the village only when it is absolutely necessary, it
has iIn recent years become the ambition of every family
to have a muurhuis (house with walls) in the village in
addition to a mathouse which can be erected near the
arable lands. Thus, in terms of residences we can dis-

tinguish between three categories of people; those who



live permanently in the village, those who live permanently
in the hamlets or near their arable lands, and those who
spend part of the year in each of these places. More than
half of the population belong to the third category.

The missioh village or the Auk, as it i1s called,
has many of the characteristics of a small town. In the
centre stand the church, the mission house, and the church
hail - a cluster of fine, white-washed buildin,s erected
during the last century by the missionary and the people of
Hteinkopf. North of the mission station are the two shops,
the butchery, the granary, the police station, the post
office and telephone, and the offices of the Management Board.
South of the church, though somewhat dispersed, are the
school buildings - classrooms and hostels. Hcattered through-
out this zone are the-neat houses of the well-to-do dorpenaars.
(villagers: teachers, shopkeepers and shop assistants,
masons and builders, police, and successful sheep farmers.

In this.zonetoo ale the small dwellings of the poor (lLoran-
ears ‘and ‘those people who spend only a part of their time

in the village. These dwellihgs are usually crude con-
structions or rough stone or corrugated iron, each with a
mat outhouse used as a kitchen.

In the outer zone of the village are the mathouses
proper, the traditional dwellings of the Khoi Khoin, forming
a wide circle of clusters of "brown bee-hives" around the
inner zone. These are the encampments of the farmers who
some and go with the seasons. We might well call them the
voor-dorpenaars (pre-villagers 1, farmers who have not yet
made the social adjustments necessary to fit in with the

accepted pattern of village life. Thirty years ago nearly
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all the farmers who owned lands far away from the village
followed "Luis semi-nomadic pattern, but gradually more and
more families have become attracted by a new life and

sand as much time as possible in the Tillage.

In the past there was no attempt to regulate the
lay-out of the mission village; as a result there are no
defined streets or rows of houses, only the stony tracks
which wind through the open emcee between the haphazard
array of bosses and hats. AA the village grew, buildings
were crested wherever a convenient site was found near to
one of the two springs. Few houses are built close to the
church, probably betimes an old rule forbade dancing and
Parties within a radius of five hundred yards from the
mission station grounds.

Another factor, however, has influenced the
ecological pattern of the village. hen one looks at the
general layout of the buildings, It is seen that most of
the better residential buildings Ord in the southern half,
while 1n the northern seution mathouses and crudely con-
structed tin houses predominate. In Jteinkopf there are
names for these two sections of the village, oonderstraat.
and bostraat, which are old class divisions distinguishing
the Easters, early immigrants of mixed descent, from the
indigenous Yhoi Khoin. The interstitial area is the
siesta station. These divisions, however, did not refer
only to the ecology of the village but applied equally to
the social dichotomy found in the rest of the community.

so today, when a fully descended from the old Batters

comes to the Tillage, he builds his house, in onderstraat

while those more closely related to the alto® &lupin build
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In the bostraat zone.

The village is essentially the centre of all the
activities of the Reserve. Here is the church and the
missionary, the seal of local government where the law is
administered and taxes paid; here are the main schools,
including the only secondary school for Coloured people
in Namaqualand, with its new science laboratory; here
are the polies station, the shops and the granary; here
you will find a weekly cinema how amd the clinic( with its
trained midwife; i1t is here that people are baptised,
married and buried. Here is the centre of interaction
with the outside world, the place where new ideas and
fashions are disseminated, spreading outwards to the Con-
servative settlements.

The true dorpenaars are those who live permanently
in the mission village and co-operate in its &Tocis® life -
the teachers, shopkeepers and shop assistants, the few
administrators, the various categories of tradesmen and
workers, pensioners and others. But these constitute
only about a quarter of the potential complement of the
village; the remaining three-quarters-cannot be classed
as true villagers for, although they spend most of the
year in the village, they are engaged also in other activi-
ties on their farms. Nevertheless, they do form part of
the village community In that they share, if only spored*-
MALAY, k Vvw natal life, making their own contribution

its tom

All people in the Steinkopf Assam have some

i

church services, pay their taxes and buy their groceries.
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These are, of course, the minimum contacts a person can
have with the village and most people like to participate
in other activities as well. But there iIs one section

of the community which visits the village only when they
have to. These are the conservative farmers proper.
Usually, as we have mentioned, they live in small hamlets
(some of which have fern schools) near springs and water
holes, ten or twenty miles away from the mission village,
or in isolated farm homesteads. They.keep a few goats or
sheep, a span of donkeys, and a.dozen or so chickens. In
winter they plough and sow and iIf the rain is adequate they
manage to reap a few bags of grain at the beginning of the
summer; and, as among the poor dorpenaars, at least one
member of the family may work on the mines or iIn the towns
to augment the family income.

In_Steinkopf there are today three main social classes,
membership. of which is determined lamely by birth. Firstly
there' are the registered occupiers, a large class consisting
of ‘approximately ninety per cent of the total Coloured
population. Registered occupiers have various privileges
not enjoyed by the other two classes: they are entitled
to vote for members of the local government, to grazing
rights, to occupy dry lands, gardens, and building sites,
in return for their taxes paid to the Management Board.
Although membership of this class, as we have said, 1Is
largely hereditary, it is subject also to the approval
Of the management Board.

secondly there are the "strangers" who are a
elass of newcomers to Steinkopf, consisting mainly of

teachers and men who have -exerted the daughters of regis-



tared occupiers. although '"strangers'" are not entitled
to vote, they may be given, in exceptional cases, privi-
leges similar to those enjoyed by the registered occupiers.
But they would not be granted arable lands. both cate-
gories nowadays call themselves collectively Bruinmense,

The third hereditary class is that of the
bywoners. It consists mainly of Namaqua refugees from
South-West Africa who cane to Steinkopf during the
Bondel-swart wars, and of servants of some registered occupiers.
Bywoners receive few privileges in the community other
than temporary building sites in the village, and the right
to be employed by the registered occupiers as servants or
shepherds, provided the Management Board approves.

To these three-we must add here a fourth hereditary
class, the Whites, who play a part in forming the pattern
of relationships which constitute the social system of
Steinkopf: the-police, the traders ahd commercial travellers
who make occasional visits to Steinkopf, the neighbouring
Chits farmers who given annual grazing rights, an he
resident missionary and his family.

Formerly the community was stratified according
to lineage membership. The basic features of this system,
which tends to modify the hereditary class system are still
important and are reflected in the bostraat-onderatraat

division already mentioned. The hereditary class system

Is also modified by cleavages in the community which separate
coupe with opposing attitudes and values. The most

promi of these cleavages is that between the conservative
people and the "new people"™ who lean towards the cultural
tradition of the white afrikaners, rather than towards the

Steinkopf tradition of the last century. between these



groups there is a struggle for Power and prestige,
particularly in local government. The second major cleavage
Is a racial one between the light-skinned peoples, with
their straight hair and convex profiles, and the darker-
skinned people who have short korrel (peppercorn) hair,
broad flat noses, and beady eyes.

Local affairs are dealt with by a Management
Board which is subordinate in all i1ts functions to the
Central Government of the Republic of South Africa. The
members of the Management Board fit into two categories:
thcse elected by the registered occupiers, and those
appointed by the .Secretary for-Coloured Affairs. The
Management Board is concerned _mainly with the control and
distribution of land, the collection of taxes, and the
general administration.of local regulations, though it
does have some executive functions as well. Criminal and
civil cases are usually brought to the notice of the
Management Board, (though they need not be), before being
handed over to the South African Police and the magistrate
at. Springbok.

The :Fate.: supply in the mission village and else-
:Sere in the Reserve iIs also the concern of the Management
Board. In the village, water for domestic purposes is supplied
by two concrete dams from which water can be tapped, but people
who can afford the costs may apply to the Management Board for
permission to lay pipes to their hoases. Few families are
able to take advantage of this concession for financial

wexters, and the majority have to walk long distances to draw

At the various hamlets scattered throughout the



Reserve water i1s obtained from springs which have been
cleaned and fenced off at the expense of the Management
Board. It has also constructed dams in the north-eastern
sector of the Reserve to enable stockfarmers to water their
animas. It 1s significant that these dams have been built
in the Dushmanland zone for it is in this area that the
wealthy farmers, some of atom are councillors on the Manage-
ment Board, graze their stock. This tendency to help the
stark boars (wealthy farmers) and neglect the poor farmer
Is widespread in Hteinkopf today.  The explanation of this
relatively recent trend i1s that political power has shifted
from the traditional leaders to the educated and better-off
people who look after the interests of their own class
rather than those of the whole community.

Sanitation-is also the concern of the Management
Board, which employs a local cartage contractor to remove
garbage and clean the public and private lavatories in the
village. -Few people have their own lavatories and those
who do.are required to. pay 5/- a month to the Management
Board. Local health regulations are enforced iIn the mission
village only, and not at the other settlements.

Medical aid is supplied at a Government clinic .here
there i1s a trained midwife. The district surgeon visits
the clinic once a week, but his services are not free and
he performs his work as a medical practitioner. Not all
the inhabitants make use of the available medical services.
Many of the conservative people prefer to have their
children delivered by an use (lit: grandmother), the
traditional midwife of the Namagua. These "midwives' use
the techniques which have been passed on from generation
to generation, and they are extremely skilful. The trained



to

midwife often calls on an ouma to assist her with difficult
deliveries such as breech presentations. Those people who
do not consult the district surgeon when they are sick, make
use of the bossies dokters or treat themselves with tradi-
tional medicines prepared from herbs.

Organised entertainment in the village consists of
a weekly cinema show, occasional concerts given by the school

and the sustersbond, and a tennis club and two football clubs

cater for the needs of those interested in sport. Dut the
majority of the population Spend their leisure time in other
ways: visiting kinsmen and neighbours, ‘gossiping, and attend-
ing funerals, weddings, and Church services.

Duilding and construction work is undertaken by
local building contractors,-carpenters and masons, of whom
there are twelve in the Reserve. Their services are used by
the Management Board.-and those people who can afford the costs
of employing skilled labour. Alen work is not available
In the Reserve- these artisans find employment in the towns
or undertake building operations for neighbouring European
farmers.

At the beginning of the century the Church was
the main force in unifying the diverse sections of the
community. This is still true today, though the power
and influence of the Church has declined since the Mission

Stations and Communal Reserves Act of 1909 effected in

theory the separation of Church powers from local govern -
ment.

There i1s only one established Church in

stein-kopf, the Nededuitse Gereformeerde sending Kerk, although
a few members of the community do belong to the Roman

Catholic and Anglican Churches,

Ste p. 3301f



The head of the established Church i1s a white
missionary. He is assisted in his duties by deacons and
elders, and together with them, he constitutes the
Kerk (Church Council). The functions of the kerkraad
range from purely religious to secular matters: Church
services, marriages, baptisms, confirmations, funerals,
relief of the poor and sick, the collection of Church dues
and thank offerings, and punishing members for immorality
amd misconduct. primary education-is also a concern of
the kerkraad. Under its jurisdiction are a number of
associations, such as the sustersbond (women®"s association),
while closely connected with.the Church are five burial
societies.

The elementary family is the basic social and
residential unit, and ecologically the population consists
largely of the villagers and clusters of elementary
families surrounding the various wrings and water holes.

As residence is often virilocal following a period of
uxorilocality immediately after marriage, these clusters

an generally subdivided into groups of eiementary families
*containing the male members of a segment of a patrilineage
their wives and unmarried daughters. The span of the
segment living in one of these residential, unite varies
throughout the community, depending inter elis on the
relative distance the erfs (arable lands), lie from the

settlements; but it is always considered desirable for

1. Marriage_is virilocal" when husband and wife live in
the awe residential rou? as the husband®s parents or other
relatives, and "uxorilocal™ when they live in the same resi-
dential group as the wife"s parents or other relatives.



brothers to on adjacent lands so that they can live

Mar to one another.

On the death of a man his property usually
passes to his youngest son, or to his widow if the heir
Is not of age. Marriage is monogamous; close agnatio
kin do not usually marry, and there is a tendency to
discourage marriages between members of certain lineage
categories.

Throughout the community ‘there is a strict rule
of the separation of the sexes; men keep company with
an in work and play, while women cooperate in those
.activities laid down by custom. within the elementary
family fathers and sons herd and plough together, while
Mothers and daughters are concerned with housekeeping,
hutbuilding, and other domestic duties. Similarly,
la the residential unit of the extended family the men
(brothers and their sons; assist each other i1f co-operation
IS necessary, as do the women (brothers® wives and
daughters;. This principle of the separation of the
saxes 1s projected into the whole framework of society
and only on certain occasions, such as funeral cele-
brations and marriage parties, do the sexes mix._

steinkopf can no longer be regarded us an
independent and isolated community since i1t has count-
less connections with the world outside. In the first
place 1ts inhabitants constitute a small section of the
"racial® category in South Africa generally referred to
as the Coloured people; and second, steinkopf is part

of the magisterial district of Namaqualand which Is a



geographical and political division of the Republic of
South Africa. It is essential, therefore, that ma see
this community within the wider framework to which it
belongs before we deal with its internal components,
since the farm of the latter is inevitably modified by
association with the wider society.” Moreover, in three
most important institutions - religious. educational and
governmental - power 1is invested in groups lying beyond
the boundaries of this small community.

The two chapters which follow have been designed.
therefore, to place steinkopf an i1ts sociological setting.
Steinkopf and communities similar to it oust be seen
as communities within the framework of the social structure
of the Republic of' South Africa, but we must see them,
people also as- distinct from the majority of persons

legally classified as coloured by the Central Government .
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Chaster 2.

THE CAPE COLOLR Pala

One of the most important problems involved in
field studies in large modern societies is that of i1so-
lating communities or sub-communities of manageable size
to be studied in the same way that social anthropologists
have studied small-scale societies. It Is not as simple
as Radcliffe-brown has suggested to take "any convenient

locality of a suitable size” and "study the structural

system as it appears in and from that region." ' For the
problem always arises, where does the one community end
and the other begin? In the Republic of South Africa
Issues such as these are both magnified and complicated
by legal discrimination on the basis of certain assumed
biological  factors, the perpetuation of various rapidly
changing . ethnic divisions, conflicting nationalisms, and
significant religious differences.

In this chapter certain of these difficulties
are raised and discussed, and an attempt has been made to
classify the Cape Coloured people according to manner of
life as opposed to the legal categories based on origin,

eethnic" grouping and religion.

A.R. Radcliffe-Brown, Structure and Function in Primitive
society, Cohen and dent, London, 1952, p. 193.

19. . L. -
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ior to 1950 the population Of UnIOH of

South Africa was divided for statistical purposes into

four main categories officially described as follows:-

"1 Europeans - persons of pure European descent.

2. Natives - pure blooded aboriginals of the
Bantu race.

3. Asiatics - Natives of asia and their descend-
ants; mainly Indians.

4. nixed and other coloured — this group oonsists
chiefly of cape Coloured, but includes also
Cape Malays, Bushmen, Hottentots, and all
persons of mixed race. For considerations
of space the name of this group is usually
contracted-to "coloured”.

The last three groups, when combined, form
the group referred to as the "Non-European

group.

None of these '"racial” categories, however, had
any. legal significance and they were used merely for statis-
tical convenience. For legal and administrative purposes
various other definitions of "racisl" categories existed,
and these definitions were incorporated into certain Acts
passed by the South African Government from 1910 onwards.

May do not always correspond since each was originally

Is The term, African, will be used elsewhere in this
thesis to refer to the Bantu-speaking peoples since the
tern, Native, is nowadays regarded as a term of contempt
by the majority of these people. The term "Native® will
bg retained when rennin,: to Acts of Parliament or the
edema.

2. Official Year Book of the Union of South Africa, No.

25 - 1949, p.109%.
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*seated for a specific piece of legislation?
Not only did these multifarious definitions

sometimes conflict with one another, but whether they
were designed for statistical, 18741, or political
purposes they lucked rigidity and it was possible for
some people to change their "racial" categories provided
their physical characteristics did not vary too widely
from those characteristics associated with the average
type in the category into which they were moving,
This practice, known as "passing", is usually associated
with Coloured people passing as .white, but it was also
common among Africans trying. for Coloured. Ix11 a sense,
en african who could pass as Coloured gained even more
than a Coloured person who crossed the colour line since
he became- free of the whole system of passes, influx
control, registratioh of service contracts, and the
extremely restricted residential and freehold rights. >

Thus from many points of view this whole

system or classification was unsatisfactory. MOTEOoVer,
certain of the definitions of the "racial" categories
*rested difficulties which could prove an embarrassment
to the Whites. For example, a large percentage of
Europeans could theoretically be classified as Coloured

owing to the inclusion of the word 'pure' in the census

1. of. Native La%our R _ egulation ACT (1911); Natives
(Urban Areas) Act (1923); Native Service Contrail act

1932); Representation of Natives Act (1936); Native
rust and Land Act (1936); Workman's Compensation

. Registration for Employment Act (1945); Un- '

employment Insurance Act 1946); Hilicosis act (1946)
Disability _Grants sot (1946); Asiatic Laws amend-
ment act (1949).

Ns M. Horrell, Race Classification in South Africa; its
Effects on Human Beings, Fact :spar No. 2. S.A.I.R.R.
1958. p.4.

>
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definition givem earlier. The genesis of these dis-

crepancies of course lies, as we shall see later. iIn
the technical difficulties of scientific race
classification .ttempts at which are nowadays generally
regarded by anthropologists as arbitrary abstractions
having little value apart from purely morpholo sical
interest. Thus in terms of physical features, European,
Coloured and African categories are approximations only
with the middle category merging into both the others.
In 1960 an attempt to ossify the system we
have described was undertaken in the fors, of the Population
Registration_Acct= This Act abolished the old census

classification and reclassified south Africa"s population
Into three categories:-White, Native and Coloured.

Provision, however, was also wade for prescribing and

defining the ethnic or other groups into which Coloured
persons and Natives are to be classified. According
to this Act a White person is defined as "a person who
In -appearance obviously is, or who is generally accepted

as a :-hate person, but does not include a person who,

%é&i?e %. F;hglaya_MiscegenaEi?n, ﬁgetorﬁatﬁews,fpiﬁtoria,
36 . egor e%arlngéé cape Coloured regulation o e

Union. U.0 54, d.o. ]

I.D.MacCrone , Race_Attitudes jn south Africa, J.U.P.,
Landon, 1937, Part 1.

J.S.Marais , The cope Coloured People, 1652-1937,
Longmans & Green, London, 1939, chapter 1.
S. Patterson, Colour and Culture in mouth ...fat

Routled%? and Kogan Pata. London, 1953.
W.K.Jeffreys, articles in Am, 1959-6a, Nos. 10)-108.

2. Population_Registration_Act No. 300 196U. This
Act was amended on lath June. 1950, but the amendments
do not affect the present discussion.
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although in appearance obviously a white person, is
generally accepted us a coloured person". A Native,
ea the other hand is defined as "a person wk.? in fact
is or is generally accepted as a member of ary aboriginal
race or tribe of Africa. A Coloured person is nega-
tively defined as "a person tho is hot a white person
Or a native.
The _,et also provides for the issue by the
Director of Census and :statistics of identity cards to
all persons who have attained the age of 10 years. These
identity cards may contain inter ilia intonation concern-
ing the persoh's "racial" category and in the case of
Coloureds and natives the ethnic or other groups to which
they are believed to belong.
clearly the ::hole purpose of the population
Registration Act is to provide a rigid system *hereby
every individual's racial category is (with a few
except) determined for him by birth, and in so far as
these categories determine status, his social position
as well. moral justification for the creation and
enforcement of this het was reported to have Been put
foanyard by the minister of the Interior who said that
people had lived all their lives in a state of un-
ease because it vas uncertain to which racial group they
belonged. out now certainty had been .ven , and the
atonic which hove'ed over them had disappoared.1
Theoretically this new system should abolish
the flexibility of the older butin practice there are
still conflicting definitions of racial categories in

the existing leg;slation for example, a persorz who

3., Palle Times, 21 February 1958.

2. see The copulation Registration Act (1954) Group
t (1950), The Native Building Porkers no -

Live services Levy -AAct (1952), and The :datives
settlement act (1954).



appears to be white but is generally accepted as Coloured
could be classified as Coloured under the Population Regis-
tration act, out under the Group Areas wet as white. FoOr
in terms of the latter .et, "a person who In appearance
obviously is a white person shall ... be assumed to be
a comber of the white group until the contrary is proved. '

Thus there are still discrepancies and incon-
sistencies in current legislation. This.Is not surprising,
for in spite of the emphasis on racial purity in South
Africa, physical characteristics are by no means the
Only factors that are taken into consideration when deter-
Mining in What "racial® category a person belongs _as some
of the definitions we have recorded show. Thus the system
Of "race" classification in South Africa combines certain
biological and social standards, which from the very start
complicates' the task of those morose business it is to com-
pile. the copulation Register. The difficulties
en in classifying people and the major and minor
diserepancies in the definitions under the various Acts,
meet, therefore be explains& in terms of the society in
Which they occur.

A recent writer on the Coloured people, Ur.

Sheila Patterson in discussing the question of race
classification maintains that the chief problem of

definition i1s not between Coloureds and Africans but

1. wow Atreas Act (195G), section 2..

Patterson, Dolour and Culture in .mouth Africa, k.16.
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between coloureds and europeans, but she has failed
to draw attention to the legal difficulties which
frequently ;rise free, Coloured-African marriages.l
Furthermore, her contention has been proved incomplete
recent years by the numerous cases of people who
regarded themselves as Coloured but found that under
the population Registration Act they had been classified
as "Native"2 It is true of course that as far as
the .whites are concerned the main problem of
classification is between them and the Coloured people
bccause there are many ..whites who are mere Coloured
In appearence than a‘large number of coloureds.

But the classification of theca so-called "racial”
categories provides difficulties at all levels.

To return to Patterson®s argument concerning
the difficulties involved in classifying Coloureds;
It is her contention, which she derives fron MacCrone
and Marais3 that it is the complex origin and history
of the coloured people and their lasting social con-
sequences which hove been largely responsible for the
vague and negative content of the legal definitions

1. e.g. _&Solo vs. usholo, ease No. 13 in selected
Decisions of the Native Appeal Court, Cape and
O0.F.S. Vol. XVI, Part 1, 1044. G.P.Pretoria, 1945.

2. Horrell, or. cit. p.p. 57-78.

op. cit.
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1.
applied to these people. From the sociological point

of view the weakness of this formulation is that it
emphasizes the perpetuation of former race attitudes
In the contemporary society but fails to chow clearly
the important structural changes that have taken
In South Africa during the past 3u0 years. It is not
difficult to see that in the contemporary society the
legal quasi-racial categories that have been selected
to classify the population do not necessarily coincide
with social reality. The memberh Of the African (Native)
category, for example, do not constitute s homogeneous
socio-cultural group, but are probably the most hetero-
geaumusitagyregation of people in Africa. The Coloured
, moreover, although exalt in comparison with the
African population;. is also characterized by its social
heterogeneity: roughly CO% live in the urban areas in
highly stratified commuhities and the remaining 40 are
rural people living ,on European farms, on the outskirts
of small towns and dorps, and on mission stations and
reserves. Evem the white population has a diversity
which i1s far more complex than the linguistic cleavage,
usually accentuated by white south Africa, betrays
Moreover, associational and other structural divisions
frequently out across the legal "racial® categorise,
which 1llustrates that the degree of inte_ration
between the members of these "racial® categories is
greater than the would-be classifiers have realised.
Attempts have been made by the Goverment of
the Republic of South Africa to classify the members

1. op. cit.p. 16
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of the Coloured population into their various "ethnic”
groups. For example, a proclamation in 1959 issued
under the Population Registration Act defined seven
sub-categories (groups) as follows :-

. o2. Cape Coloured Group:

In the cape Coloured Group shall be included
any person who in fact is, or is generally
accepted as a member of the.rape or class
known as the Cape Coloureds.

2. Malay Group:
In the malay Group shall be included any
person who in fact 1s, or is generally
accepted as a member of the race or class
known as the Cape Malays.

3. Griqua.Group:
In the Griqua Group shall be included any
person who in fact is, or is generally
accepted as a member of the race or class
known as the Griquas.

4. - Chinese Group:
In the Chinese Group shall be included any
person who in fact is, or is generally
accepted as a member of a race or tribe
whose national home i1s China.

5. Indian Group:
In the Indian Group shall be included any
person who in fact is, or is generally

accepted as a member of a race or tribe



whose national home 1s in India or Pakistan.
6. Other Asiatic Group:
In the other Asiatic Group shall be inoluded
any person who in fact i1s. or is generally
accepted as a member of a race or tribe whose
national home is iIn any country or area in
Asia other than China. India or Pakistan.
7. Other Coloured Group:
In the other Coloured Group shall be included
any person who is not inoluded in the Cape
Coloured Group, the Malay Group, the Griqua
Group, the Chinese Group, the Indian Group or
the Other Asiatic Group. and who 1s not a
white person, or a native as defined in section
one of-the copulation Registration sot, 1950
(Act No. Atiaf 1950)".*

to this Proclamation and after 1936 a
distinction was made for statistical purposes only be-
tween Asiatics and all other Coloured people. In the
1936 census, however, a very detailed classification
of Coloured people was given on the basis of the
voluntary returns as Table | below shows.

1. Government Gazette. 6 maroh 1959



ETHNIC COMPOSITION OF THE COLOURED POPULATION 1946. +
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gthnie Grouy Caps Tranevaal Natal O.Fu. Uniop

y ! * * % %o
GCape kelay 4.54 4.74 2230 1.34 d .43
Caya GColoured 76,78 71,98 H.iﬂ; 42.98 To-13
Bushman 60 3.00 -2 4.04 +85
Griqua 3.31 T.28 4.75 74 .64 4.13
Hottentot 11.9% £.38 1.04 | 12,48 | ll.z4
boranos AU 1.47 05 .28 N 5
Nomngua ‘ +49 U7 Uk 10 o dd
wia Halu%?n «2h -85 ‘E.EE -1 - B
u';:tttbiyi 05 kB l.14 «l4 =1V
dltlzz?:;"ifiad' 1.51 G.74 PB4 B5+B3 . &B
Unspecified 97 «12 142 B .11.

r
1000 100,00 100.00 | 109,30 100,30

It will be seen from this Table that Bushmen, Hot-

tentot, koranna and Namaqua are classified as Coloured.

In the

1946 Census although the subdivisions were omitted, "the few

pure-blooded stocks of Hottentot, Dushmen, Griqua and Namaqua"

were also classified as Coloured. > Under the copulation

Registration act of 1950, however, Bushmen and Hottentots

1. population

Census 1956, Vol. 9. U.G. 12-1942, p. 139,

2. copulation Census. 1946, Vol. I, L.G. 51-1949, p.iv
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are classified as Natives.1 all these factors add to
the difficulty of attempting to select suitable eriteria
for describing the Coloured People, and the fact that
Bushmen and Hottentots are now classified as Natives is
likely to have serious repercussions when the Population
Register has finally been completed. Here it iIs important
to note that the shift of the traditional classification
of Bushmen and Hottentots from Coloured-to Native was
proposed by Dr. I. D. du Plessis, the Commissioner for
Coloured affairs. In his first-Annual Reportzhe states
that at an "Inter-Departmental meeting, which examined
possible definitions of the different racial groups,
which would be generally acceptable™, he proposed certain
tentative definitions.as a basis for discussion. The
definition for Native, which he proposed was : -A person
descended from-any Native race of Houthern africa -
including Bantu, Hottentots, and Bushmen - or mainly of
such descent.* Furthermore, he states that he suggested '"that
these ‘definitions should be incorporated in some Act and
be made generally applicable, preferably in conjunction
with the Population Register.*

It i1s significant that the head of the newly
created Coloured Affairs Department suggested that there
should be a rigid classification of "racial" groups,
and especially that Bushmen and Hottentots, (who had al-
ways enjoyed Coloured status in the past), should now be
classified as Natives. This change may reflect the

1. Population Census, 1951, Vol. I, U.G.42-1955, p.v.
2. Report of the Commissioner for Coloured Affairs (1952)

U.G. 4b - 1952, 9.5



attitude of a certain type of Coloured person, particularly
in the urban areas, but also in the rural areas, who no
longer wishes to acknowledge his "primitive ancestry'™. In
a sense, therefore, by eliminating as far as possible the
aboriginal element from the Cape Coloured population, the

) . L 1
social status usually attributed to Coloureds is inoreased.

de have discussed at some length the various
principles of "race® classification as applied to the
population of the Republic of South africa for legal and
administrative purposes. None of these systems of classi-
fication, however, provides a suitable basis for community
studies except In so far as the members of each category
share a common political and legal status, which has been
bestowed on them by the:@ent al “"government. For the
coloured population, Dr. Sheila Patterson has presented
an admirable picture of their political and legal status
within the social structure of South Africa. In