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Exploring the socio-cultural perceptions of rats in Khayelitsha, Cape Town 

Fieldwork researcher: Pieter du Plessis 

Study endorsed by:  Commerce Faculty Ethics in Research Committee (REF 7963) 
  
This research project forms part of Khayelitsha Rodent Study headed by Prof. Nattrass at the University of 
Cape Town. This project looks at the manner in which people live in urban spaces among rats, what those 

relationships looks like and how rats are perceived.  

What types of questions will I be asked? 

You will be asked questions relating to your experiences with rats in your community, what you think 
about rats, how rats have impacted on your everyday life and what you think should be done about the rats 
in your community. 

Will I be compensated for my time? 

No, this study is voluntary. 

What will happen to what I am telling the researcher? 

Whatever you tell the researcher and consent to them using will be used as data to write a Master’s thesis. 
Some of the information might also be used in the writing of research paper that could inform and motivate 
public policy around rats in your area – although this cannot be a given. 

Will my information be treated confidentially? 

Yes. All the information that you relay will be secured and treated with sensitivity. 

Do you have questions or concerns about this study?  

Please contact dplpie006@gmail.com for more information or clarity, or should you want to follow up on 
the research process. 

You have the right to withdraw at any moment in the research process even after the person conducting the 
research have left. You can do this by emailing your withdrawal.  

I, _______________________, have read and understood the information above and was given 
opportunities to ask questions and raise my concerns about this study. I acknowledge that I am a volunteer 
and that I can withdraw from the research process at any point. 

 

Signature:      Date: 

 

 

 



CONSENT FORM 

Title of Project: Exploring the socio-cultural perceptions of rats in Khayelitsha 

Name of Researcher: Mr. Pieter du Plessis 

Area: 

Address:  

Contact details:    

Please initial all boxes  

1. I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet for the above study.  I have 
had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and have had these answered 
satisfactorily. 

   

2. I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time 

without giving any reason. 

 

3. I acknowledge that all data the I provide will be held with confidentiality and be secured.  

 

4. I agree that my data can be used in research papers and for the Master’s thesis. 

 

5. I agree to take part in the above study.    

 

            

Name of Participant   Date    Signature 

                                

            

Name of Person   Date    Signature  
taking consent.  




