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Abstract
Extremist Religious Philosophy:
The Radical Doctrines of the Satmar Rebbe

Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum, The Satmar Rebbe, (1886-1978) was a well known
Hassidic rabbinical leader of the 20" century. He was born into a rabbinical
“dynasty” and was ordained as a rabbi, Rosh Yeshiva and Rebbe in Hungary
at a young age. It was in Hungary that his anti-Zionist views were developed.
Notwithstanding the annihilation of Eastern European Jewry during the
Holocaust, these views became more extreme with the passing years, and in
some of his writings he explained the Shoa as a punishment from G-d for the
"Zionist sin".

The dissertation investigates the Rebbe’s writings, which include: his biblical
commentary, letters, speeches and sermons, hallachic responsa and
philosophical contemplations; with special attention to his most famous book:

"Vayoel Moshe".

Highlighting his position as an extremist, not only on Zionism, the thesis
suggest that the Rebbe of Satmar knew of his positioning as an outlier,
Saman Kitzoni and choose to hold on to his extremist stance as a matter of
policy. It emerges that he chose to take this stance in order to ward off shifting
of goal-posts by main-stream orthodoxy, which he believed tend to be less

strict through the influence of the modernity.

Recognizing the fact that the Satmar Rebbe was known as one of the most
extremist leaders among the ultra-orthodox Jews yet he established and was
the head of one of the most powerful Hasidic streams in America in the 20"
century, the thesis aims at clarifying what gives rise to extremist religious
philosophy; and what is the source of power that extremist leaders exert on
their followers.

We believe that if one understands these phenomena in one religious it may

help understand similar phenomena in other religious traditions.

The thesis is written in Hebrew.
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