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Dictionary Skills: Basic – Questions

Activity 1

Read the following dictionary entries, and then answer the questions below.


politics
Pronunciation: /ˈpɒlɪtɪks 
NOUN
1[USUALLY TREATED AS SINGULAR] The activities associated with the governance of a country or area, especially the debate between parties having power.

violence
Pronunciation: /ˈvʌɪəl(ə)ns 
NOUN
[MASS NOUN]
1Behaviour involving physical force intended to hurt, damage, or kill someone or something.
protest

NOUN
Pronunciation: /ˈprəʊtɛst 
1A statement or action expressing disapproval of or objection to something.

VERB
Pronunciation: /prəˈtɛst 
1[NO OBJECT] Express an objection to what someone has said or done.
Entries from Oxford Dictionaries online. Available: http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/
1. Look at the entry for ‘politics’. Select from the options below what part of speech the word ‘politics’ is:

a) verb

b) adjective

c) noun 

2. Quote directly the definition for ‘politics’. 

3. Look at the entry for ‘violence’. Give a definition for violence in your own words. 
4. Look at the entry for ‘protest’. What is the difference between the two definitions given for the word ‘protest’? [Hint: This is not about the definitions themselves.] 

5. Quote directly the definition for ‘protest’ as a verb. 
6. Arrange ‘politics’, ‘violence’, and ‘protest’ in correct alphabetical order.

Activity 2

Give the direct dictionary definition for the following words. Indicate which dictionary you have used.

1. leader

2. administration

3. vote 
Finally, give a definition of each of those words in your own words.

1. leader 

2. administration 

3. vote 
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