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Editorial

Greetings to ACESS members and friends of the
Alliance. This is ACESSs second newdetter for
2002 and it provides details on new policy and
law developments relaing to ACESS members
aeas of interet and ACESSs advocacy and
research projects. Please read and pass the
messages on to as many people as possble in
order to ensure that children's socia security
needs are continualy on everyone's agendas.

Cabinet has just released the Report of the
Committee of Inquiry into a Comprehensve
Socid Security Sysem and the Department of
Socid Devdopment is launching a three year
Child Support Grant Campaign. ACESS will be
activey engaging in these two processes and we
provide more details below on how members can
get more involved.

In the midst of dl these developments, ACESS
has embarked on an organizationd development
process amed a edablishing ACESS as a
separate entity with daff, governance sructures
and active membership. Depending on funding, a
National workshop of members will be hed later
this year to agree on the find nature and form of
the Alliance. The Nationd Workshop will be
preceded by provincid workshops and other
opportunities for members to give input into the
process. We welcome any ideas and suggestions
that you may have on thistopic.

Yourssincerely
Shirin Motala and Paula Proudlock
ACESS Task Team




into a
Security

2. Commission of Inquiry
Comprehensive  Social
System for South Africa

The long awaited report of the Committee of
Inquiry was released by Cabinet in May and has
been welcomed by ACESS as being innovative
in its recommendations to ded with the
worsening Stuation of poverty and
unemployment in our country.

In  paticular ACESS fully supports the
Commisson's cdl for a universa, Basc Income
Grant (BIG), which would be provided as an
entittement without means-testing to al persons
in South Africa The arguments put forward by
the Commisson in favour of BIG indude thet it
will reduce the poverty gap in South Africa, (we
ae one of the most unequal societies in the
world), and tha such a grant would greatly
enhance the access of poor persons to the basic
sarvices that are thar right.

In releasing the report the Department of Socid
Devdopment has given South Africans until the
15 June 2002 to make their voices heard. What is
of paticular concern is tha while submissons are
being invited, there appears to be no effort on the
part of the State to make the contents of the report
more eesly accessble in terms of printed copies
being avalable and dso of ensuring that the
document is avalable in a more user friendly
form, which dso takes into account language
needs.

The short time for comment has adso been
citissed & it does not dlow for much
conaultation and discusson.

We ae of the opinion tha such an intervention
is the government’s obligation to provide a
leet minima assdance to the poorest persons
curently not supported;, namey  children
between 7 and 18 and unemployed adullts.

ACESS is of the view that the means-test amost
adways excludes those persons most in need of
assdance, and leads to perverse incentives,
contributing to the ‘wefare trgp’. Consdering
that between 60 and 70% of children live in
poverty in South Africa, the expenses and
adminidraive burden cannot be judified in
targeting only a smdl percentage of those in
need.

(A photo taken during the child participation process in
Mpumalanga)

Initid responses from the Miniger of Socid
Development are of some concern. Although he

welcomed the proposal here iswhat he had to say:
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Minister Skweyiya’s Response

"We have problems now distributing
pensions to the elderly only and
children. The system is not up to date
at the present moment. Can you
imagine if we have to give this (Basic
Income Grant) to almost everybody?
Will it ever be able to administer and
manage that within two months? Do
we have a civil service that is able to
do that?

"Now you want to give six-year old
children ther own money. Now really.
The system is not there, we need to create
the system. | am not talking about the
money part of it all, but the ability to be
ableto manage, that isnot a small thing."

Minister Skweyiya also says gover nment
is in no financial postion to care for
children orphaned by the AIDS epidemic
and will have to lean even more heavily
on non-governmental organisations and
churches to care for them and the private
sector to provide the funds.

Excer ptsfrom Health —e 30/4/2002

Make your voice heard on this matter. The
ACESS Tak Team will be didributing a
summay of the Report and fadlitating the
ACESS submisson drafting process. We will be
cdling for your idess, input and comments for
the submisson in the firsd and second week of
June. If you would like to be more involved in
the submisson drafting process:

Please contact

Paula Proudlock

Telephone No. 021 - 685 1583
E-mal:paula@rmh.uct.ac.za

3. Child Grants Empowerment and
Awareness Campaign — an ACESS,
SOUL CITY and State Partnership

ACESS has dnce its inception committed itsef to
both the development of a new comprehensve
and effective socid security system while a the
same time working towards the improvement of
the exiging socid security sysem for children.
One of our proects focusing on fixing the
current system is the Child Grants Empowerment
and Awareness Campaign. To this end ACESS
has committed itsdf to a partnership with Soul
City and the Depatment of Sociad Development
towards improving current access to child grants.
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(A picture drawn by a child during the child participation process)

The Child Grant Awareness And Empowerment
Campaign has the following objectives:

To increase awareness about available
grants that impact on the lives of
children. (CSG, CDG and FCG)

To increese the number of children
accessng the Child Support Grant
through a nationa grants awareness
and empowerment campaign.

To facilitate grant agpplications with a
gecific  focus on magindized
communities by mobilisng community
organizaions, children's sector
agencies, government departments and




decisionmakers, and media
resources to thisend.

To promote the drengthening of
socid security delivery systems.

The overal objectives of ACESS's involvement
in the campaign is to work towards the
edablishment of an enabling environment for
the regidration of beneficiaries to ensure that
they are able to access child grants. ACESS
intends to achieve thisthrough -:

Providing communities with information
on the process of accessng the
respective grants.

Setting up advice desks to suggest ways
in which to ded with bottlenecks.
Information would be provided on dl the
grants which gpply to childreni.e.

i. Child Support Grant
ii. Care Dependency Grant
ii. Fogter Grant

Soul City will be usng its vaious media
vehides which indude radio programmes in dl
11 languages, Soul Buddyz and Soul City TV
sies and print media to disseminate key
information about the grants and how they can
be accessed.

ACESS patners will provide advice and legd
support to gpplicants to asss them in gpplying
for the grants and negotiating adminidrative
hurdles.

In May, ACESS and Soul City met with
representatives from the Nationa and Provincid
Departments of Sociad Deveopment to discuss
the partnership and to gauge the date's level of
readiness to respond to the expected increase in
gpplications across the country as a result of the
ACESS public awareness and empowerment
campaign.

At the meetingg ACESS leant tha the
Department was about to launch a Presdentid
Campaign to promote the Child Support Grant.
The Department reported that it intends to reach

5 to 6 million children within the next three years
This is groundbreaking news as the Department's
previous target was 3 million children by April
2003. Considerable management, staff and budget
re-dlocations will have to take place in order to
enable the dtate to reach these new targets. While
the Department was not able to provide concrete
information on the opeaiond plans that lie
behind the Presdentid Campaign, it was clear
that the Campaign is supported by top-levd
decison makers.

(A photo taken in Gauteng during the child participation process)

ACESSs Grants Awareness and Empowerment
Proect will thus teke place in this environment
where date departments and officids will areedy
be on board with plans to improve the CSG
adminigtration and take-up.

The success of such a campaign lies in the extent
to which ACESS partners, you the members, are
able to embrace this project and be part of a
process of reaching the children in need.

If you are intereted and able to make your
contribution contact ACESS and tell us how you
can be involved. Contact:

Shirin Motala, Children’ s Rights Centre
Tel. No. 031 209 6230
Cell: 083 78 68844

shirinm@wn.apc.org




4, Barriers to Child Support Grant
Research Project

ACESS is of the view that despite Sgnificant
increases in CSG take up rates in SA over the
past year! there remains a critica problem in the
manner in which the targeting has occurred.

From some very prdiminary anadyss of take up
rates undertaken for ACESS by the Children's
Ingtitute? with the support of Julian May we
have noted the following -:

- In the Eastern Cape and Limpopo Provinces
out of every 5 children who should be receiving
the grant - according to targets set by the dtate -
only one child is recaiving the grant.

- In the Free State Province for every 4 children
who should be accessing the grant only 1 child

iS getting the grant.

- Meanwhile in Western Cgpe and Gauteng the
dtuation is different. For every 2 children in
those provinces who should be getting the grant

3aregetingit.

Two points need to be mentioned to understand
these stats.

1) All the children currently in receipt should be
getting it as they dearly meet the criteria It is
not suggested that children in Johannesburg or
Cape Town should not be getting the grant. The
problem is that the dae had dealy
underestimated the numbers of digible children
in some of the better off provinces but more
importantly what it shows is that the more rurd
and poorer your province is, the less access a
child hasto socid security.

2) ACESS is not even entering into a debate
with the dae about its limited targeting of 3

! According to officials in the Dept of Social
Development we have about 1.8million recipients
currently.

2 Teresa Guthrie, Social Security Co-ordinator in the
Children’s Institute, University of Cape Town

million children, which ACESS bdlieves excludes
large numbers of poor children in SA. It is our
view that a least 70 % of dl children in 7 age
bracket should be targeted for the grant,
agoproximatey 6 million children (see page 3 with
respect to the Depatment of Socid
Development’s new target).

(A photo taken during the provincial child participation process)

ACESS is currently examining other evidence
which may explan this worrying trend of poor
take up rates in certain provinces. To understand
the nature of obdacles to accessng the grant,
ACESSisinviting your input into this process.

In the Eastern Cape and Limpopo Provinces out
of every 5 children who should be receiving the
grant - according to targets set by the state - only
one child isreceiving the grant.

We ae looking for examples of problems that
goplicants have had with getting the CSG in
gengd but in paticular reaing to lack of
documents, proof of income, delays in processing
applications etc.

Idedly we would like CASE Studies of actud
people and their experiences - initidly this will
mean a social worker, development worker or
hedth worker detaling for us the naure of
problems they have been deding with and actud




examples. If this case is seen as rdlevant then we
will be in contact to seek consent of and
participation of the person affected so tha ther
experiences can be addressed by actions, which
ACESS will take on behdf of dl affected
people using these individuas as examples.

Evidence which would be paticulaly hdpful
are reports on the extent to which a particular
problem affects people. The objective is to find
evidence - either anecdotd or actud case studies
to support this view and would appreciate any
assistance you may be able to offer.

If you have such information but are hampered
by time and capacity to write it up then contact
us urgently so that we can assigt you with this.
This may mean an inteview with a paticular
daff member or community leader or reviewing
case or interviewing an agpplicant to hear what
problems they had.

If you can contribute then please contact
Shirin Motala urgently on:

Tel No. 031 2096230,

Fax 031 - 3076074

E-mail shirinm@wn.apc.org.

5. The ACESS Children’s
Participation Process

In response to the Committee of Inquiry’s
falure to give children a voice in the policy
formulation process, ACESS committed itsdlf to
facilitating such a process  ACESSs
paticipation  project involved initidly a
provincid process involving children within a
paticular setting to share their experiences of
living without safety nets and hearing their idess
of how we can meke South Africa a child
friendly society in which each and every child is
free from abject poverty. This was subsequently
followed up by a much smdler initistive a the
nationd level where a group of these children
had an opportunity to meet with and share their
experiences with key decison makers.

“ For my side the biggest problem is food.
Sometime we end up not getting any food at
home and don’t have money to buy food. The
other problem is to have school shoes."

(A picture drawn by a child about her sources of strength during the
ACESS Child Participation process)

If the recommendations put forward by the
Committee of Inquiry are taken on board by
government, this child may for the fird time in his
life go to bed with afull somach.

The conaultation meant a great ded to the
children.

"I liked it that you listened. When you talked
about the actions after these workshops it gave
me courage. | hope to hear the report goes to
government.”

And go to government it did The provincd
conaultations culminated in a meding with
nationd decison-makes, induding government
officdads and paliamentaians, in Cgpe Town
ealier this year. At that meeting, ACESS heard
from children that if they don't pay school fees
then they had to St on the floor or were refused
admission to schoal.

Just getting to school is dso a problem for most of
these children: "I will be happy if |1 can have some
money for transport because | am far away from
school. | wak a long distance to school and | pass




next to the dangerous place and | wak a long
digance to school without having anything to

(A picture taken during the provincial child participation process last
year)

The child participation process achieved two
things that it set out to do; firdly to confirm the
vdue of engaging children as patnes in
decison making not because it is the acceptable
thing to do but more importantly because
children's indghts have enlightened us even
further on ther needs and secondly to ensure
that their concerns about the inadequacies and
shortcomings of current socid security and
devdopment initistives amed a dleviaing
povety ae cdealy understood from the
perspective of children.

A report of that process is currently in
preparation and will be widdy digributed. To
receive a copy of the report and for more
information contact Maddy Semaar a Soul City
Ted. No. 011 643 5852 or emall:

maddy@soulcity.org.za

We have included copies of two newdetters that
were sent to the children who participated in the
provincia workshops. If you would like to order
more copies, plesse contact Maddy Semaar at
Soul City on maddy@soulcity.org.za or 011 643
5852

ACESS will be launching the report on 18 June
2002 in Paliament a a briefing before the

NCOP Sdect Committee on Social Services. We
will keep you updated on the exact time and
venue. For more information, contact Zama
Mvuane on 021 - 685 8303 or
zama@rmh.uct.ac.za

6. Submission on the Child Care Act
Review

The South Africen Law Commisson (SALC)
invited comment on its Discusson Paper on the
review of the Child Care Act. The Children's
Ingitute, ACESS and the Aids Law Project of
Wits, compiled a joint submisson to the SALC in
April. The submisson cdled for the new Child
Care Act to include a children's rights charter that
would be al encompassing and that would impact
on al government departments. We dso caled for
the new Child Care Act to legidate for primary
prevention to prevent children from ending up on
the dreets, being abused, and going hungry. The
SALC is having to decide where to locae
children's socid security needs - in the Child Care
Act or in the Socid Assgance Act? ACESS
cdled for the new Child Care Act to dearly st
out and interpret children's socid security rights.

The next step in the process is expected sometime
in July when the SALC hands over its find Report
and a draft bill to the Miniger of Socid
Devel opment.

For a copy of the ACESS submisson, please
contact Paula Proudlock on 021 - 685 1583 or
paula@rmh.uct.ac.za

7. Building the Alliance

Many neworks and dliances evolve (rdaivey
quickly) into a core group of organisations or
representatives of organisations who are willing to
take the initiative, and make key decisons. While
this is a useful way to ensure that things get done,
it does not ensure that everyone owns the process.

To address this and other criticad chalenges in
building an effective Alliance, ACESS Task Team
and Reference Team members have been engaged
in an organisationd development process. During




this process ACESS has been examining the
nature Alliances in South Africa, and has been
interrogating ACESSs plans for the future. A
number of isues came into the discusson
including  govenance of the  Alliance
membership and mandates and the longevitiy of
the Alliance.

It is envissged that the ideas for ACESS's
ongoing exigence will be discussed more
extendvely laer in the year when ACESS hodgts
provincd  workshops and a  naiond
membership conference (once donor support has
been secured). Make sure you have registered as
a member of the Alliance and that you are on
our mailing li.

ACESS is in a process of hiring two staff
members - A National Co-ordinator and an
Advocacy Officer.

ACESS is in a process of hiring two daff
members - A Nationd Co-ordinator and an
Advocacy Officer. We will have the pleasure of
introducing them to you within the next few
weeks. Having two saff members will ensure
that al members are kept up to date on new
developments and that ongoing opportunities for
dialogue and input are created.

Zama Mvulane on 021- 685 8303
E-mal; zama@rmh.uct.ac.za

ms Newsletter was compiled Wm
reference to various reports and

documents developed by the ACESS
Task Team. Acknowledgements are
due to Shereen Usdin, Gail Smith,
Laura Pollecut and Teresa Guthrie for
their contributions to this document.

Prepared by
Shirin Motala and Paula Proudlock
For the ACESS Task Team

Newsletter designed by Zama

Childeea Csnt Wait — they aeed ouve
sctive involvemeat aow!

Please spread the word about ACESS and
encourage more organizations to Sgn up as
members. We have included copies of the
ACESS pamphle with member regidration
formsin your package for wider digtribution.

If you have opportunities to distribute the
ACESS pamphlet and regidration form to a
wider audience, we will gladly send a package
of ACESS pamphlets to you in the post. Please
contact:

Mvulane, Children’s Institute,
University of Cape Town

/

Contact the Alliance

For further information on ACESS and its
activities, please contact one of the Task Team or
Reference Team members listed below:

Shirin Motala
Children’'s Rights Centre (CRC)
Tel: 031 - 209 6230
083 7868844
shirinm@wn.apc.org

Shereen Usdin
Soul City (SC)
Tel: 011 - 643 5852
082 652 4844
shereenu@soulcity.org.za

Paula Proudlock
Children's Institute
Tel: 021 - 685 4053/ 685 1583
082 872 4694
paula@rmh.uct.ac.za




