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was arranged because of technical problems. In each of the forums, the website elaborated the day's 

task or topic of discussion which would be reiterated by one of the facilitators whenever a task was due 

to commence (even though some learners proceeded even before being instructed). 

2.5.1. The format of extracts from data 

Below is an example of how the web browser displayed submissions made in the Web Crossing forum. 

Figure 2. Web Crossing forum 

~ IflhuLh .. 1f hun " M .. lu ,>ul. Wurd 

hi my name is ~ i am the w orlds mo st famous clown.. it! time to have some fun wiJ:h ~ the 'World's most famo us 
Qlgo)!YW!ltl!l9!ll! l'll l 

In the above example, the box next to Jack indicates a composed posting which is not a 'thread' linked 

to another submission as a response to the first turn. The arrows next to Vusie and Dan show that these 

are turns in a conversation or a dialogue, linked to the first turn (by Jack). These form a discourse 

'thread' in the forum. To enable ease of discussion in this study, extracts from the discussion will not 

be presented in this actual format. The modified structure will take the following format; 

2.5.2. Presentation of data 

• pseudonyms followed by a colon precede submissions made by participants Il1 the online 

discussions, to protect the identity of participants. (the same has been done in the above example) 
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