AN INTRODUCTION TO THE

‘X% LANGUAGE

BY

J.W. SNYMAN.

$(\
THESIS PRESENIED FOR THE Dﬁéﬁg%
%

oF M.A. AT Q
. Q’b

THE _UNIVERSITY OF (§KPE TOWN .

PROMOTOR: PROF. E.0.J. WESTPHAL.

eSS ——

EXTERNAL -EXAMINER: PROF. D. ZIERVOGEL.

- - = 00000 - - -



QO

The copyright of this thesis vests in @@ author. No
quotation from it or information derived:from it is to be
published without full acknowledg nt of the source.
The thesis is to be used fo ivate study or non-
commercial research purposes ém :

Published by the Universjg‘l%r Cape Town (UCT) in terms
of the non-exclusive Kd\se granted to UCT by the author.

&
N



PREFACE.

According to the "Report of the Commission of En-
quiry into South-West Africa Affairs 1962 - 1963" there
are 11,762 "'!Kung, Heikum and Barakwengo" Bushmen in
South West Africa. Like Prof. E.O.J. Westphal we wish to
distinguish between the bush-men who speak non-Bushman
languages and the real !XT (!Kung), #Hud and Nlhu Bushmen
who speak Bushman langﬁages.* Because of this ethnical
confusion between the 'X0, Heikum and Barakwengo it is ex-
tremely difficult to supply satisfactory statistics for the
different populations. However the unofficial estimate is
that there are 2,000 !Xl in the north-eastern part of
South-West Africa and along the north-western boundary
of Botswana. The estimated number of !Xt residing in the
greater paft of southern Angola is 5,000 - 15,000. The '
following map illustrates the appfoximate areas occupied
. by !Xt speaking Bushmen. :
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¥ E.0.J. Westphal, 'A re-classification of South African
non-Bantu languages', ‘'Journal of African Languages',

I, 1, 1962.
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The South-West African Administration proposes to
s¢t aside 2,392,671 hectar for the "!Kung, Heikum and
Barakwengo". In recent years the following has been done
for the social and material welfare of the 'Xfi:-

(a) at Tsumkwe a special commissioner was appointed
to care for the !X,

(b) this was followed by a fully equipped clinic
and staff,

(c) The Department of Education does linguistic
research with the ultimate aim of teaching
the !X of South-West Africa in their vernacular.

_ The official orthography for !Xfi is being compiled
by the Department of Education. Unfortunately this ortho-
graphy will only contain a limited number of words. This
implies that it will not serve és an infallible key to the
spelling ofvunrecordedﬁwords or words not contained in the
orthography. Anyone who anticipafes this will be disillu-
sioned by the intricacies of the !X{i sound system. It is
hoped that the dictionary that is being compiled will aid
prospective students in the standardization of the !X
spelling. | |

Some time has elapsed since the termination of Miss
Dorothea Bleek's active contribution to Bushman linguistics.
The phonemic inventory as implied by Miss Bleek's symbols
of !XQi has been altered considerably. I regard a restatement
of the orthographic principles of !X{i as necessary. In
this sense Chapter 1 is merely introductory and a means
to acquaint the reader with the rather unusual sounds and

their representation.

The linguistic data, as presented in this thesis,
is based on sentences that were either overheard during
!Xl conversations or established by means of special testing
frames. This implies that this thesis is nothing but intro-
ductory to certain aspécts of the !Xl language.

The various groups of informants that we used were
found to supply contradictory linguistic data. This
compelled us to cross check all information and thus impeded
our research. If any error remained undetected we hope that
it will be climinated before it could cause inconvenience to

future students.
-idiid



In a descriptive grammar it is desirable to illus-
trate the structure of the language by means of a great num-
ber of sentences. We do this in order to make this gram- .
mar, of which the !Xfl text is recorded on tape, practical
and usceful to students and missionaries who wish to study

the language.*

Although the Nama and !XU languages are unrelated
certain vocabulary correspondences were observed. This
phenomenon will be investigated in more detail.

The translation of !X{i sentences into English was not
always easy. In some cases we were compelled to render direct
but somewhat peculiar translations. ‘

In producing this introductory grammar I find myself
indebted to those who, in one way or another, have contri-
buted to the project.

As an employee of the Department of Education of the
South-~West African Administration I was commissioned to pro-
pose an official orthography for the !X Bushman language.
Among other things this also implied a detailed preliminary
research of the structure of the language. Some of the data
obtained in this way are contained in this thesis. For this
unique research opportunity I wish to express my sincerest
gratitude to the Department of Education.

I also wish to acknowledge and thank the members of
the Lestrade Scholarship Trust for their generous financial
aid.

The guidance and magnanimity of my supervisor, Prof.
E.0.J. Westphal is greatly appreciated. ‘

In deciding on a suitable framework for the presenta-
tion of a !XU grammar, I borrowed from James Sled's publi-
cation: _

"A short Introduction to English Grammar". Conscious=-
ly and unconsciously other contemporary trends in linguis-
tics also had a great effect on the form of the final pre-

sentation.
In collaboration with the well known South-West

African botanist, Mr. Giess, a great number of XU plant

names were recorded.,

o R et vt et — —
i T e

*¥ Although the study of tone has not been completed the
student of !Xl is not deprived of the vital information
because a tape recording of the X{i text is available.
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Some of these names are included amongst the initial

word lists.*™

Only linguists and typists can evaluate the con-
tribution of my typist Mrs. E.J. Hanekom. I sincerely
appreciate her perseverance and the spirit in which her
difficult task was performed.

My research was considerably facilitated by 1X'aeZe
|| 'Wanasi, an unselfish and devoted !Xt informant. I am
very grateful to him and the other informants for their aid.

The .research into the structure of 'Xti demanded many
sacrifices from my wife and son. I sincerely appreciate
their generosity and understanding.

JeWeS.
lst October, 1968.
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* Giess, W., and Snyman, J.W., Eingeborenennamen
und Gebriduche von Pflanzen des Kau-Kauveldes, (Un-
published article in the "Dinteria" series of the
"South-West African Scientific Society").
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2.
The child sees the eland.

_ When this testing frame was put to the infor-
mant he produced the following linguistic continuum:-

Da'amahon ! eng* L Da"ama Ro A} !33]

With !Xﬁ)having no orthographical tradition to rely oq)the
segmentation of this‘utterancg,/into words,”presents a se-
rious problem., As this continuum is the response to the
testlng frames-

The child sees the eland,
it follows Egétcﬁhe utterance should at least contain the
mmnﬁs—%er, §

child,
see,
eland.

In order to establish the word for "eland" the product of
our testing frame was compared to the structures of the
following grammatically identical utterances:-

The child sees the eland - Da'amahon'!eng.
The child sees the lion - Da'amahon!'hei
The child sees the buffalo - Da'amaholao.
The child sees the man - Da'amaho!'hw&.
The child sees the woman - Da}amahodz'heu.
The child sees the dog - Da'amahog#hwi.
The child sees the tree - Da'amahog'!hel,
The child sees the axe -~ Da'amahol 'ei,

In these examples we observe that the segment:-
Da'amaho ——-

remains constant and we may therefore concluded that it

means:-
The child sees --—-

If the changing terminal segments are not semantically di-
visible into smaller parts they will be regarded as the

- words for:-

eland - n'leng; - lion - n!thei
puffalo - lao; " dog - g+'hwi
tree - glhei; axe - 1rei,

X

&

* Por the explanation of the phonetical qualities of the
symbols the reader is referred to:
(i) our discussion of the phonemes (1.2),
ii) the tape recording of the !X text.



3

In order to establish the word for "see" a variation of
the previous testing frame was applied:~

The child sees the eland - Da'amaho n'eng.

The child kills the eland - Da'ama'!hfi n'eng.

The child catches the eland - Da'amagu nleng. |

The child shoots the eland - Da'amat¥hinl||'ha n'eng.
The child fears the eland - Da'amakwg nleng.

The child hits the eland’ - Da'amatxa n'!eng.

The child skins the eland - Da'amalla'e nleng.

The child eats the eland -~ Da'ama'm nleng.

It might be concluded that the constant element da'ama
i1s the X0 word for "child" because the changing forms should

N

be:-
sees - ho kills -~ !'hit
‘catches - gu shoots - t8hinl 'ha
fears - kwa hits. - txa
skins -~ lla'e eats - 'm

The word for "child"could also be established by the
application of testing frames like the following:-

The child sees the eland - Da'amagg.n!eng;
The man sees the eland . '"Hw&ho n'eng
The elder sees the eland Nleuho n'eng.
The woman sees the eland - Dz'heuho n.eng.
The buffalo sees the eland - |Aoho nleng
The dog sees the eland - G#'hwiho n!eng.
The lion sees the eland - N'heiho nleng.
The elephant sees the eland - [Xoho nleng

It should be observed that the words, used as the subjects
and objects of the sentences, belong to the same verti-
cal category. This mutual changability on the horizontal
plane is called transpositioning. We propose to name
these elements (that may alternately be used as subject

- or object) the "nouns" of !Xft. The vertical word category
to which they belong will be described as the "nominal

category."

The commutable elements, constituting the category
of which ho is a member, are called the "verbs" while
the vertical category itself is called the "verbal cate—
gory". The extensive application of the commutative ,
principle led us to conclude that the vertical nominal and
verbal categories of 'Xi are potentially infinite.




4.

It should be observed that our testing frames
did not reveal any signs of elements comparable to the
articles in English, It may therefore be concluded
that !Xl has no articles.

Having established that the nominal and ver-
bal categories of !Xfi contain commutable elements that
should be written disjunctively we proceed to investigat%/

(i) the existence of the other word categories;
(ii) the orthographical representation of such word
categories.

By experimenting with various testing frames
it was established that the following structures pro-
duced different word categories and individual words:-—

(2) The big child sees the eland.

(b) This child sees the eland.

(¢) Yesterday the child saw the eland.
(@) The child sees the eland again.

(e) 'The child does not see the eland.

(f) Does the child see the eland?

(g) The child and the man see the eland.
(h) The man‘s child sees the eland. |
(i) The child gives the man a bow.

(j) The child sees the eland and shoots it.
(k) If the child sees the eland -————

A great amount of research was done in an attempt
to arrive at a satisfactory word division for !Xt. The
consecutive extensions of the sentence:-

Da'tama ho n'eng -~ The child sees the eland

will illustrate the findings. Each linguistic pheno-
menon, discussed in this introductory chapter, will be
analysed in more detail in the subsequent chapters.

We will now proceed with the discussion of the responses
to the testing frames (a - k) above.

1.1.2. THE ADNOMINAL CATEGORIES.

1.1.2.1. THE DESCRIPTIVE ADNOMINAL CATEGORIES.
In the testing frame:-
(a) The big child sees the eland

the reader will observe the addition of the adjective
Ybig" to the structure of our initial testing frame:-
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The child sees the eland.

It may thus be expected that a similar ex-
tension will appear in the !XU response to this testing

frame:-
‘The big child sees the eland > Da'ama nla'a ho n'eng.

By consecutively substituting the word "big" for words
like: "clean, beautiful, new etc.", it was established
that the word nla'a - "big" is a member of a finite
commutable series. It should also be observed that
this series always appears post-nominally:-

Da'ama gg’utho nleng — The clean child sees the eland.
Da'ama | 'hom ho nleng - The beautiful child sees the eland.
Da'ama ze ho n'leng ~ The new child sees the eland.
Da'ama kx'eni ho nl!eng - The lucky child sees the eland.
Da'ama |xori ho n'eng - The cunning child sees the eland.

The grammatical description of !Xfi, as has been
observed, caﬁ:hot be based on an extensive morphology
because such a morphology does not exists Instead the
description of the language has to be based on the syn-
tectical positions and functions of words rather than
their formal appearance. Because of this lack of formal
characteristics it was decided to name the different
wofd categories of !XU according to their function in the
language.

Thus the post-nominal commutative series, of
which nla'a -"bigd'is a member, is responsible for a
semantical extension of the subjects and objects of sen-
tences. Because of their descriptive semantical addition
to the nominals it was proposed to describe nl!a'a as a

"descriptive adnoun'".

Besides the fact that the infixation of the
decriptive adnoun expands the sentence it also im-
plies the simultanecous separation of the juxtaposed

words in the sentences-
Datama ho nleng > Datama nla'a ho nleng.

Despite the fact that the nominals and their adnomi-
nal extensions constitute semantical units we propose
a disjunctive orthography. From our discussion of the
nominals in Chapter 2 the reader will realise that the
'disjunction of thege elements is essential in view of



6.
certain structural features of the language.

- Having established that the degcriptive ad-
nouns of !Xl constitute a post-nominal commutable series
of words, the argument may proceed to the discussion and
naming of the other word categories of the language.

l.1.2.2. THE DEMONSTRATIVE ADNOMINAL CATEGORIES.

The following testing frame also produced struc-
tures of Wwhich the subject is separated from the predi-
cate by the infixation of a new vertical word category:-

(b) This child sees the eland - Da'ama he ho nleng.

The word category, of which he - "this" is a member,
consists of a finite series of commutable words. Like
the descriptive adnouns this category of words was only
observed to assume a post-nominal positions-
Da'tama he ho nieng - This child sees the eland.
Da'ama to'a ho nleng - That child sees the eland.
Datama uuto'a ho n'eng - Yonder child sees the eland.

This post-nominal commutative series is re-
sponsible for a demonstrative addition to the meanings
of the subjects and objects of sentences. Because of
their function we propose to term them the "demonstrative
adnouns". In their basic function the demonstrative and
the descriptive adnouns are the same because they both

qualify the nominals in sentences.

1l.1.3. THE ADVERBIAL CATEGORIES.

l.1.3.1. THE TEMPORAL ADVERBIAL CATEGORY.

In the response to the testing frame:-

(c) Yesterday the child saw the eland.
it may be expected that the addition of the !XT word
for "yesterday" should change the form of the verb:-

Yesterday the child saw the eland > Gwag#'a da'ama ho n'eng.

The addition of the word "yesterday" - gygflg,
as may be seen, has no effect on the verbal stem ho.
By confronting the informants with a great number of
similar testing frames it was attempted to establish
the existence of tenses in !XU. All these attemps
proved fruitless because in !Xt the concept of time is
expressed by means of adverbial extensions of the verbs:-



7.

Da'ama za'aha ho nleng - Long ago the child saw the eland.

Datama %¥a ho n'eng. - The child sees the eland now.

Da'ama (le'ike ho nleng - The child sees the eland today.

Da'ama n'!o ho n'eng ~ The child sees the eland early.

Da'ama nloma ho nleng - The child will see the eland
tomorrow.

This new infixable series of words has no relationship

to the subject or object of sentences because they are
responsible for the semantical expansion of the predi-
cate. In accordance with their function we propose

to term this new commutable series of words the "temporal
adverbs"of !X,

Another feature of the temporal adverbs is
that they may change their linear order in a sentence.
This chaméf'ln the linear order of words in. a sentence
is|called transpos1+1on1ng. Thus our sentences may al-

so assume the following structures:-

Zaaha da'ama ho nleng -~ Long ago the child saw the eland.
Ka da'ama ho n'!eng ~ The child sees the eland now.
|lE'ike da'ama ho n'eng - Today the child sees the eland.
N'o da'ama ho n'!eng - The child sees the eland early.

N!'homa da‘ama ho n! eng — The child will see the eland
tomorrow.

Although this phenomenon will be discussed in more de-
tail in Chapter 3 we already recognise this syntacti-
cal versatility by means of a disjunctive orthogrophy.

l1.1.3.2. THE DESCRIPTIVE ADVERBIAL CATEGORY.

Besides their temporal qualification of the verb
the adverbial category is also responsible for the de-~
scriptive gqualification of the verbal stem. As in the
case of the temporal adverbs the descriptive adverbs
appear in the pre-verbal position. The deSCTlpthE;dO
not appear in the pre-subjectival position:-

(4) Da‘ama Zete ho nleng -~ The child also sees the eland.
Da'ama niSe ho nleng - The child nearly saw the eland.

Da'ama Heu ho n'eng -~ The child sees the eland well-.
Da'ama s1g£2§ ho nleng - The child still sees the

o eland.
Da'ama n'obe ho n'eng - The child sees the eland

o badly.

The infixed series, of which égﬁg is a member, is com-
mutable with a finite number of words which we propose
tolname the "descriptive adverbs" of !Xi.
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In an attempt to establish the other positions
in which the descriptive adverbs may occur it was dis-
covered that:-

(i) A few post—verbal descrlptlve morghemes appear »
Fo Shad™  Ts in XU, Being 1nseparable from the 'verbal stem§f> C?

atle ” the adverbial morphemes are written conjunc-—.

%%& MMMM

o~ ]

Da ama hotama.nleng_ - The child sees  the eland un-
successfully.

3 &

tively:-

‘%

(ii) . The adnominal stems may also occupy the -
post-verbal .position:-

Da'ama ho | 'homa nleng — The child sees the eland
beautifully.

(iii) A few adnominal stems may appear both pre- and

post- verbally:-

Da'tama ho n!o'ogﬁ'n!eng* > The child sees the eland rapidly..

Da'ama nl!o'o n'eng ho > The child sees the eland rapidly.

Syntactically the pre- and post- verbal descrip-
tive adverbs are responsible for the separation of the
predicate from the subject and the object of testing frame:-

Da'ama ho n'eng > Da'ama Sete ho | 'homa n'!eng.

The child sees the eland > Again the child sees the eland
Feautifully.

In view of the lack of morphology any other segmentation
of the sentence would be less practical because the end-
less combinatorial possibilities would be lexicographi-
cally unaceptable.

le.1.3.3. THE NEGATIVE ADVERBIAL CATEGORY.

The response to the following infix testing frame
produced yet another adverbial series. This series belongs to
; 2 the same vertical synt?gfical plane as the temporal : <j>
;)E gs - and descriptive adverbsi=-
e sremplen (e) The child does not see the eland - Da'ama |wa ho nleng.

9«&\1«‘0\*—6 : . .
z%‘}_” The pre-verbal adverbs, responsible for the negative ex-
puMkaﬂu&w@ension of the predicate, in the following sentences are the

A ?MN gynonymous:—

lwa, lwi, lu, leu, la and |go.

* QObserve the various syntactical positions of the ad-
verbs.



Da'ama |wa ho nleng
Da'ama (wi ho n!éng
Da'ama [u.ho nleng

Da'ama |eu ho nleng
Da'tama lao ho nleng

9.

The
The
The
The
The

child does
child does
child does
child does
child does

not
not
not
not
not

Because of their function in the sentence we

see the
see the
see the
see the
see the

propose

to term this synonymous series of words the "negatiVe

adverbs"of !Xf.

eland.
eland.
eland.
eland.
eland.

l.1.3.4. THE INTERROGATIVE ADVERBIAL CATEGORY.

The interrogative testing frame:-

Does the child see the eland?

produced a structure which is basically the same as our

initial sentence. The only addition to the sentence is

a synonymous series of words that occur:-

(i) in the pre-verbal position:-

(f) Da'ama re ho nleng -

Da'ama xae ho nleng -

‘Da'ama kae ho nleng -

Da'ama ba ho nl!leng -

Da'ama wa ho nleng -

(ii) between the temporal adverb, in

Does the

Does

child
the child

Does the child

s qeremaesnt

Does the child
Does the child

val position, and the subject:-

IE'2ke re da'ama ho n'eng - D

lIEtike xae da'ama ho n'leng

IE'ike kae da'ama ho n'eng

|IE'ike ba da'ama ho n'eng

|IE'ike wa da'ama ho n'leng

Does the
today.

Does the
today.

Does the
today.

Doeg the
today.

see the
see the
see the
see the
see the

child see the

child see the

child see the

child see the

eland;
eland;
elands
eland;
eland;

the pre-subjecti-

oes the child see the ¢land
Today. '

eland

eland

eland

eland

Because of this transposability of the interrogative ad-
verbs we cannot but decide on their disjunctive repre-
sentation. This synonymous series of words is termed

the "interrogative adverbial" category.

Our discussionvof the four different adverbial series
does not mention their positional hierarchy within the

vertical adverbial plane.

The various positions that

the adverbial stems may oécupy within the adverbial posi-
tions will be touched upon in (3.5.4.4.)
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1.1.4. THE VARIOUS CATEGORIES OF CONJUNCTIONS.

It still remains to discuss those elements that are

responsible for the junction of linguistic elements.

l.1.4,1. THE ADDITIVE CONJUNCTIONS.

. In the testing frame:-
(g) The child and the man see the eland.

The reader will observe the addition of the conjunction
"and" and the noun "man" to the structure of our initial
testing frame:-

The child sees the eland:

Thus in the !X response to the following testing frame
one could expect simikar extensionsi-

The child and the man see the eland > Dat ama sa ' 'hwd
ho nleng.

In this sentence the function of the conjunction sa is
- to join two nouns into a compound subject:-
Da'ama sa !'hwd - The child and the man.

For this reason we term sa an "additive conjunction'.

Synonymous to sa are the additive conjunctions; kota, keta,

A)

kosi, koti, kesl, oka and oko.

Da'ama kota !"hw8 ho n'eng - The child and the man see
the eland.

Da'ama keta "hwé ho nleng - The child and the man see
the eland.

Da'ama kosi !'hw& ho n'!eng - The child and the man see
the eland.

Da'ama kesi ['hw# ho nleng - The child-and the man see
the eland.

The additive conjunctions are only used in the formation.
of. compound subjects and objects.

l.1.4.2. THE POSSESSIVE CONJUNCTION.

Although the response to the testing frame:~
t s - i ' '
(h) The @gg_gvchlld sees the eland ﬁBE%%E%§§"da ama
is apparently the same as our response to the testing frame
(g) above, the two sentences are structurally different.
~ In the case of the testing frame (g) we are dealing with
a compound subject which is comparable to a plural noun.
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In the case of testing frame (h) the singular noun gglggg
is the subject while the noun !'Hwd is only a semantic &nd
possessive extension of the actual subject.

For this reason we describe ||'a as the '"possessive conjunc-

tion" of !XU.

l.1.4.3. THE OBJECTIVAL CONJUNCTION.

In the following testing frame it will be ob-
served that the function of the conjunction ko is to create
a stronger syntactic link between the verbal stem and
the direct object than between the verbal stem and the

indirect object:—

(i) The child gives the man a bow — Da'ama |'a !'hwi
ko nlao.

In view of the syntactical function of ko we propose to
term it the "objectival conjunction". The conjunction
ko always appears between the direct and the indirect ob-
ject of a sentence. In (4.1.3.) we will also illustrate
how ko serves as a structural signal preventing semantic

anbiguity.
1.1.4.4, THE NARRATIVE CONJUNCTION.

The conjunctions that we have discussed up to
now were responsible for the creation of syntactical re-
lationships between words. By means of certain testing
frames we also discovered the exigtence of conjunctions
that are only concerned with the syntactical relationship

between sentences.

In narrative segquences and ordinary speech a
high frequency word te was observed. The investigation
of this phenomenon revealed that te only appeared be-
tween syntactically independent sentences. It was es-
tablished that the function of te is to create a syntac-
tical bond between such sentences. Because of the
syntactical and semantic bond that exists between such
sentences they are termed "compound sentences":—

(j) Da'ama ho nleng te t3hin|/'ha te !'hfi ha
The child sees the eland and shoots it and kills it.

The linking element of the compound sentence structures
is named the "narrative conjunction".
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1.1.4.5. THE SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS.

A number of conjunctions were found to cause
the syntactic dependency of otherwise syntactically
independent structures:-

(k) Da'ma ho n'eng > Ka da'ama ho n'leng —---
The child sees the If the child sees the eland --
eland. '

The latter structure is semantically incomplete and neces-
sitates a semantical extension. The nature of the ex-
tension depends on the conjunction that caused the sub-
ordination of the former sentence. The conjunction

ka was found to be commutable with the conjunctions:-

Khama - Dbecause

ka - if, when
YH'aa '~ in order to
$iniha - while, before
#'oma - when

As a structure, introduced by one of these conjunctions,
is always dependent on some extension, we name these
conjunctions the "subordinating conjunctions" '

Our discussion of the word categories of Xt
does not include all information concerning the orthographi-
cal representation of !Xl. A discussion of this kind
would necessitate detailed descriptions which would have
to be repeated in the fbllowing chapters. It was there-
fore decided to include the remaining orthographical
detail in the course of the grammatical descriptions.

1.2, THE ORTHOGRAPHICAIL SYMBOLS OF !X{l.

When conducting linguistic reserach with a
literate informant, the investigator may request him to

supply examples of words containing specific vowels or con-
sonants. To expect this of an illiterate 'Xti is not possible.
In order to establish the sounds of !Xfl it was necessary

* Although the official orthography for !X is still

: in preparation we do not anticipate a great dissimi-
larity between our orthographical proposals and those
of the language Board of South West Africa.
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to complie a great number of speciai testing frames which
were put to the informant. His trahslations of these senten-
ces were recorded in phonetic script (1.1.1.) A phonemic
inventory was compiled by reducing these sentences to words
and the words to sounds. In the performance of this task we
were struck by the phonetic complexity of the language. Having
reached the stage at which the sound sequences of all new
words conformed to those in the phonemic inventory, it was
proceeded to establish which sounds should be regarded as
members of the same phoneme. The next step was to cast

this data into a practical orthography.

The !XU language, as will be observed, lacks the
morphological features comion to other languages. There-
fore in order to distinguish one word from another they
employ a great number of suprasegmental Jhcnemes as well -
as a great number of phonetically complex segmental phonemes.
The fact that the !XU orthography necessitates the applica-
tion of three vowel diacritics serves as a clear indication
of the enormous challenge offered to future students of this
- language.

As a detailed discussion of the phonemics of XU does
not fall within the scope of this introductory grammar, we
will content ourselves with a brief discussion of the
orthographical symbols and their phonetic approximations.

1.2.1, VOWELS OF X0,

Like other investigators the vowel system of !Xii
was found to be phonetically complex*® As nasalization of
the vowels is rhonemically distinctive we will distinguish:-

(a) clear vowels,
(b) nasalized vowels.

o= ' _ TR TR TR e TS

* Maingard, L.P., Three Bushman Languages:
"~ African Studies, Vol. 16, No. 1, (1987).

Doke, C.[l., An outline of the phonetics of the lang-
guage of the (hft Bushmen of the North-West Kalahari:
Bantu Studies, Vol. II, No.3, (1925).
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1.2.1.1. THE CLEAR VOWELS.

According to their articulatory duration we distinguish
clear vowel phonems that are:-

(a) short,
(b) 1long,
(3) juxtaposed,

1.2.1.1.1. THE SHORT VOWELS.

These phonemes were found to be :- /i/, /e/, /9/, /a/,
/9/, /o/ and /u/. The diacritic below /9/ signifies a pheno-
menon uncommon to the non-Bushman languages of Southern
Africa. In common with other authors we propose to term
these vowels the "pressed vowelsg". The pressed vowels are
characterized by their pharyngeal friction. The result of the
friction is the croaking quality of the vowels»/ﬁ/ and /9/.
In both the orthography ahd the phonetic script these vowels
are signified by means of the circumflex.* In !XUl we only

observed the pressed vowels /a/ and /o/.

The pronunciation of the vowel phonemes /e/ and /o/
may respectively be [e ~21 and [o ~ w1 ** When the phoneme
/e/ occurs in open non-terminal syllables, followed by syllables
with initial phonemes /m/, /n/, /ﬁ/} /r/ and /b/, the pro-
nunciation is [®l. When occuring in roots terminating in./m/
the phonemes /e/ and /o/ are respectively pronounced as
[51 and [uw 12 **In all other cases the phonemes /e/ and /o/
are respectively pronounced as L[el and [o0].

+ For the benefit of the reader the relative phonetical ranges
of the different vowel phonemes will now be illustrated.
The following schematic fepresentation of the vowel gualities

is made

* This diacritic was suggested by the Language Board of the
South West African Department of Education., Miss D.
Bleek used the diacritic [a@ while Prof. E.O.J. Westphal
uses the diacritic L[a]l.

** The symbol /./ or [.] should be read as "varying with".

* % %
There is a range of frontal centralisations, ranging from

[I~-5~ . ®]1 and back centralisations, ranging from
[fvraa~ed. The relationships of these centralisations
are by no means fixed, My orthography, in this respect,
is therefore a temporary compromise awaiting more speci-
fic phonemicization.



15.

in relation to the eight different cardinal vowels of
the "International Phonetical Association.

i/t o] [ul e /u/
» F) o\ D Ledemenro/
" \ MY (2] e4—/0/
\
rlél e La]
l I
/a/ /a/

The application of these vowel phonemes is as follows:
- The Phoneme /i/.

The vowel phoneme /i/ is pronounced as a short close
front clear vowel with well spread lips.

dibi - salt twandi - finally
teni - to bring n'eni - three

si - they #ei%ebi - turtle dove
gli - to go out || teni - to lock
nfjuri - to plod tsi - to come

The Phoneme /e/

In open terminal and non-terminal syllables, initiated by
other phonemes than /m/, /n/, 4]/, /o / and /b/, the phoneme
/e/ is pronounced as [el. :

besa - dung bettle se - to look at
dobe - plain ke - this

llore - bush baby - ge. - to stay behind
sare — saddle $e+e - to listen

e -~ to return. I'ore - to dissemble

When occuring in roots (terminating in /m/) and in open
non-terminal syllables (followed by syllables with the
initial phonemes /w/, /n/, /fy/, /£/, and /b/) this phoneme
is pronocunced with aeecee : ' ;
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well spread lips as the central clear vowel [a1¥

fem - to twist around #'em - rope fibre
leri - jackal © l'em -  go gossip
'em - to assemble gllhemm - hedgehog
g¥em - to carry on head nfl'hem - to glow

‘ebi to ride a horse teni ~ to bring.

The Phoneme /§/

The vowel phoneme /9/ is pronounced as a short
open front clear vowel accompanied by pharyngeal fric-
tion [93, During the articulation of this vowel phoneme
the 1lips are in a neutral position.

z0o-gana - hdney tﬁm - to spill

da - mongoose hare -  to fetch (water)
nlgro - dung beetle t§n§ - to be spiteful
za - blood nnﬁrq - to read

nlgni - brain t§§ - to pour

The Phoneme /a/.

The vowel phoneme /a/ is pronounced as a short
open clear vowel with the lips in a neutral position [al.

zZa, - to swear ‘hara - to plow

glla - to stand nila - to leave
'xwana - %o reside nla - 1lost

abasi - to speak are - to leave
llxara -~ to plant gta - to grow old

The Phoneme /9/

_ The vowel phoneme /9/ is pronounced as a short
half open back clear vowel accompanied by pharyngeal fric-
tion [23. During the articulation of this vowel phoneme

the lips are rounded.

In speech this fleeting vowel phoneme is difficult to
discern. A comparison of the following examples
with those of the vowel phoneme /o/, when occuring
in syllables locked by the consonant phoneme /m/,
will prove the realisation of the phonemically dis-—
tinect sounds [81 and C[w 1. '
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n#ori - %o stir (tea) *#'ho - womb

giom - to craok (frog) g+om - assegai

nlom - springhare #omakgrikgri - bulbul

g#g?'m - 1o strangle +om - to be stuck (in mud)
%égbi - green grass goro ~ to rot (kernel of

tree)

The Phoneme /o/

When occuring in open terminal and open non-terminal

syllables the phoneme o is pronounced as Lol.

‘o -~ brother ko - to say
euto - car toto - to straighten
glo - to cook (meat in ho - to see

a skin)
llo - bull !o'orokhwe - to splice
xo - ‘temple o - to lock

When occuring in roots terminating in /m:/ and /m/ this

vowel phoneme is pronounced with well rounded lips as the

short central vowel [w3d¥.

+om - to believe #'om - Dbaobab

lom - dincision | l'om - to eat a nut.,

'"ém - to eat fruit gllhomm - club

g¥om - to be silent nllthom - to smear.

giom -~ enclosure of +hom - %o break a string.
poles.

The Phoneme /u/

The vowel phoneme /u/ is pronounced as a short close

back clear vowel with rounded lips Lul.

gu - to take : l'au - to put in
jhaw - tb'kick kuru - to make
khu - to jump u - to go
lhuru - holed 'u'u - assegai
sxuru - to mount (horse) ku - - milk

li

— v e e - e o - v

T o o e et A o v P et 1 4 v = —

* Compare the following examples with those of the
vowel phoneme /e/ when pronounced as L[@al.
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l.2.1.1.2. THE LONG VOWELS.

Our research produced the following long vowel

phonemes: /e:/, /a:/, /a/, /o:/, /o:/and /fu:/. No exam-

ples of the long vowel phoneme /e:/ were observed.
The Phonecme /i:/

The vowel phoneme /i:/ is pronounced as a long
close front clear vowel with well spread lips [i:]

Khomathiiha - ostrich dz'hii - +to insert (peg.
: in skin.

“tshii - turtle teiil - sieve

dii , - lightning

The FPhoneme /a:/

The vowel phoneme /9:/ is pronounced as a long
open clear vowel accompanied by pharyngeal friction La:l.
During the articulation of this vowel phoneme the lips
are in a neutral position. In the orthography the cir-
cumflex (indicating the pressed quality) is placed be-
low the first vowel. |

n1§a - %o scratch *aabe -~ shiny
glaa - To beleh ‘ laa - iron
maa - to blow (wind) n#aa _  jouge
kaaha - long ago maa - duiker

The Phoneme /a:/

The vowel phoneme /a:/ is pronounced as a long’
open clear vowel with the lips in a neutral position [a:l

lIx'aa - to be sated || 'aakhwe - to fight

zaa - to try Itaa - %o be hungry

‘+'aa - to reek 'haa - to run
dZxaa - to swim

The Phoneme /o:/

The vowel phoneme /9:/ is pronounced as a long
half open back clear vowel accompanied by pharyngeal
friction tod.  During the articulation of this vowel
phoneme the lips are roundcd.

gloo - bull nlloo - river-bed (dry)
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This may be illustrated by the following schematic re-
presentation.*

$[0]

These clear composite vowel phonemes are applied as
follows:-

The Phoneme /ei/[oij]

lhei - to smoke !xei - cloth

gleli - +to sew t+hel - malaria

llxei - to harrow. lei - pounding block

led - to die ||'eijj{tei - Dblacksmith plover
gel - = canvas . #xel . - to awake |

The Phoneme /eu/faul

| teu - to thatch teu - to be jealous
‘n¥éu - to travel to  kheu - +to kindle a fire
#Xeu - smear [x'eu - Dbad

ftew - fish tseu - to get up

leu - +to move, trek tew - lion

The Phoneme /ae/ [aej

Sge - 1to hunt kae - marula

gae - to call kx'erugiwae - Yellow weaver,
daedae - gums ng} " to tear

nge - to play nH§e - men

tae - mother (not glwae - to strain

” own ) " '

C* o personéi communication from Prof E.O.J. Westphal.
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The Phoneme /20/[ao0]
gtao - forearm = ' n#'hao - Gongrathamnus sp.

The Phoneme /ae/.(ae]

kx'ae - to possess nlae - %o be . born
n!'hae =~ to baulk - laeya -~ Dbig

[l tae ~ to want to Ix'ae - 1o be i1l

nllae ~ to say thae - spur (of fowl) -

The Phoneme /ao/[ao]

n#+'hao - ~to fall n+*'hao to walk

[ xao0 - to pay glihao - to grow
lao . - to overturn lao - to die
ts'ao - to milk - glao - house occupied by
unmarried boys.
£hao - to lack, laolxom - to save
fall short

The Phoneme /gi/toij

zoi - to fly around #0i~da'ama -~ Cyphostemma sp.
~ : (bees -
nloi - to blow nose n+oi - salty
koise - Pterodiscus . n%'hoi - pangolin
A SP. ~ .
#0i-nla'a - man

The Phoneme /o0i/ [o0i3]

soi - file 'xtoi ~ hair, tail
nloi-!x'oi - cloud kokx'oi -~ +to speak

(b) The Falling and Horizontal Diphthongs.

_These clear diphthongs are called "falling"
and "horizontal'" because, in their articulation the tongue

glides:—
(i) from a relatively close to an open position,
(ii) on a horizontal plane
[i] & /wi/ 2 ul
/ya/
Lel & <« \\\, Jwe/ =8 [0]
/wa/
tal o <«— /wa/ o ' e (01

fLal
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The application of these clear composite vowel
phonemes is as follows:

The Phoneme /ya/[ia]

byatataa -~ Rhus species.

kwa,
tswg
lwgra
gwa
Hw§se

kx'we
#hwe'
Ixwe
glwe
khwe$a

ul xwa
Ywa
x'wa
nwa
-®WE

khwi

nl 'hwi
kwi
glwi

The Phoneme /Wa/[oaj

- to fear ~ zwazwa - fly
- 1o uproot nwara - pied crow
- hawk species n|lwan|wani - pangolin
- long ago ' dwara - leaf
-~ radio
The Phoneme /we/[ ge]
- to mind the way | 'uri-thwe - bicycle
-  to moult [|xwe - fire
- to chase khwe - possession
- shoe Swe - to remove
- probably thwe - horse
The Phoneme /wa/ [oal
- to accompany llxwa - to breathe fastly
- to tell | nlwa cook
- to work gllwa, eland calf
- to converse nlwa cat
- giraffe +'wa to pluck (fruit)
The Phoneme /wi/ [uil
hurt n'lwi - moon
salt glwi - thumb
~  to adopt (children) nlwi - certain, some
- to play I'wi - +to struggle
- spotted hyena g!wi - opride of lions

1.2.1.1.3.2. THE INTERRUPTED JUXTAPOSED

VOWELS.

These juxtaposed pairs of clear vowel phonemes

may either consist of homogenous or heterogenous phones.
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In addition they are characterised by the fact thats-

(i) Their terminal vowel usually assumes a higher
tone than the initial wvowel.

(ii) The two vowels are separated by a momentary dis-
ru:‘ion of voice. This necessitates that the ar-
ticulation of the second vowel should commence

with a glottal plosive [?1.* This disruption
is indicated by an apostrophe between the two juxta-

posed vowels.** " The purpose of the apostrophe is to
distinguish the juxtaposed vowels:-

(a) -a'a from the long vowels - aa
(b) -a'e from the diphthong - ae etc.

The following examples will illustrate the appli-
- cation of the clear internupted juxtaposed vowels:-

The Juxtaposed Vowels /a'a/ [a?%a]

nljlatatu - to stab nlatara - to salt food
#a'are - to peel " nla'a - big
- (a nut)
tsa'la -~ to hear za'aha - long ago
gla'ama - to enter datama - child
da'aba - to start da'a - Tfire

The Juxtaposed Vowels /a‘ta/ [a%al

lla'a - to pin down ma'a - to carry child on
g (with forked - back.
| stick) ,
nla'a e . .
- - a burnt patch n#a'a -~ small intestine
of veld. " _ :
nily'arosa - chameleon g*ala - milt

The Juxtaposed Vowels /ate/ [a®el

llate ~ to skin T late ~ Mundulia sericea
la'e - monkey
The Juxtaposed Vowels /a'i/ [a?i]

nla'i - crowned-plover nfa'i - 1o be scratched
” ~ (branch)

* %

¥ In rapid speech the glottal closure is very brief
and the plosion soft.

The apostrophe should not occupy 4 space of its own.
This was not possible with our typewriter.
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The Juxtaposed Vowels /a'o/ [a”0]

‘a'o - cheetah
The Juxtaposed Vowels /a'u/ [a”ul
pa'u - to fold n+a'u - to beat (with a
” s jambok).

+a'u - to dent

The Juxtaposed Vowels /e'e/ [e@e g ?83*

The pronunciation of /e'e/ is:

(i) [®?8l when occuring in non-terminal syllables followed

by syllables initiated by /n/, /r£/ and /b/.

(ii) Ce?el when occuring in open terminal syllables.

ge'e - to sing nle'e - alone

de'eni - fire stick n'e'eri - Ortanthera jasmini-
flora.

de'ebi - - children gle'ero - mongolian spot.

gla'asi-glle'eni - locust
species.

The Juxtaposed Vowels /e'i/ [ o”il
gle'i - to go out n'e'i - Ortanthera species.
The Juxtaposed Vowels /e'u/ [a?ul
¥e'u - cold gle'u - Cyperus species
le'u ~ white |
The Juxtaposed Vowels /i'i/ [i%il.

tSi'i-tsi'i - to hiccup t8i'itt8i'i - fontanelle
t¥i'it¥i'i - birdlime

The Juxtaposed Vowels /o'a/ [o%?al

lo'a - tortoise glo'a -~ chest
glo'a - afternoon 'o'a ~ to break
loredo'a—~do'a - bush baby
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* This characteristic of the phoneme /e/ has been
discussed in l1.2.1.1.1.
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The Juxtaposed Vowels ,/o'e/ Lo%e)

glo'e - oryx
The Juxtaposed Vowels /ote/ Lo”01
glo'o - 1o cough ‘otoba - neat tidy
n'o'o - fast glo'o - beads (ostrich shell)
The Juxtaposed Vowels /9’0/ [fd 91
~ko'o - cotton wool ko'obu - blister
bo'o - gallon and t$oto = 1lung
” gallon oil

: nijlo'obe - bottle
containers. ~

The Juxtavoscd Vowels /u'i/ [uPil
futi - Guibourtica sp.

The Juxtaposed Vowels /u'u/fLu’ul

ku'u - to burn - nljlu'uru - shoulder
n!'u'ubu -  to grow utu - ostrich
gliu'u - to bark n'uiu - to throw away
nlutu - to pull wrin- g+u'u - millet
kles on the :
forchead.
*

1.2.1.2. THE NASALIZED VOWELS.

According to their articulabory duration we dis-

tinguish nasalized vowel phonemes that are:-

(a) short,
(b) 1long,
(c¢) juxtaposed.
l1.2.1,2.1 THE SHORT VOWELS:
The nasalized short vowels are:- /i/, /?/,/5/, /§/,/6/
and /u/.

Except for the addition of nasalization the phonetic gquali-

ties of these vowel phonemes were similar to those of the
clear vowels (1.2.1.1.1.). It should however be mentioned that
in some cases the point of articulation was observed to be |
somewhat closer than in the case of the clear vowels. This
might cause problems in discerning between [31 and [Tl

¥ The nasalization is indicated by means of the tilde ~.
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In the course of our research no examples of
the phoneme /&/ were observed. It could be argued that
this phoneme might have been mistaken for /T/ but this
- seems most improbable.

The following examples will illustrate the
orthographical representation of the nasalized vowels.

The Phoneme /1/
.The vowel phoneme /1/ is pronounced as a short
close front nazalized vowel with well spread lips.

t5hi - fat t§'t - to cry
dx - under : tsusi -~ uncles
gesi -~  few ‘wisf - sisters
ts'l - louse losI - brothers
t5¥hY - liver niwisi - friends

The Phoneme /3/

The vowel phoneme /é/ 1s pronounced as a short
open nasalized vowel accompanied by pharyngeal friction
L&l. During the articulation of this vowel phonsme the

lips are in a neutral position.

z8 - Boscia albetrunca - t58 - gravy.

P

The Phoneme /3/

The vowel phoneme /&/ is pronounced as a short
open nasalized vowel with the lips in a neutral position
£al.

& - to request s8 - 1o rest
x8 - to rustle (leaves) ||xBllx& -~ +to teach
ts8 -  two *ha - +to know

The Phoneme /8/

The vowel phoneme /3/ is pronounced as a short
half opern back nasalized vowel accompanied by pharyngeal

friction L71. The lips are rounded during the arti-
culation of this vowel phoneme.
nid - to eat (bulbs, roots) n#® -  thin piece of
” ” thong.

The Phoneme /3/

This vowel phoneme only occurs in open syllables and
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is pronounced with rounded lips as the short interme-
diate nasalized vowel [3]

n#d - to travel at night = 2z¥ - +$ip of‘lip
11313 - loose, unfirm ' +'8 -~ to dream

Il *hd - to peep ''8 - to jump aside
+hd - bald '3 -~ tepid

The Phoneme /ti/

The vowel phoneme /%/ is pronounced as a short
close back nasalized vowel with rounded lips LU1.

'hil - to extinguish g:% -~ Acacia refisciens
gllt - to groan - XU - the !XU language

't - bow _ ts't - nose

1.2.1.2.2, THE LONG VOWELS

The occurence of vowel phonemes that are both
nasalized and long in articulatory duration is not a common
phenomenon in !Xfi. We have only recorded examples of

the phonemes /?y@ /5:/, /§:/, /6:/ and /u:/

The Phoneme /&:/

This vowel phdneme is pronounced as the long
open nasalized vowel accompanied by’pharyngeal fric-
tion [?:J, During the articulation of this vowel the
lips are in a neutral position.

kag - to gossip ¥ wadhe - all

tal

The Phoneme /&:/

This vowel phoneme is pronounced as the long
open nasalized vowel [&:]. During the articulation of
this vowel the lips are in a neutral position.

*okahai - 1lilac breasted ¥ha8 -~ +to hide something
roller

g¥'haé ~ long ago nl 'ha8 - aardvark

ghaj - wild goose |ad - poor

g'led - red kakhagd -~ to feint

ts'ad - +to eabscond tSxa8 - to be lonely

* The nasalization is indicated by the tilde on the
last vowel,
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The Phoneme /5:/

This nasalized vowel phoneme is pronounced with
rounded lips as the long intermediate back vowel accom-—
panied by pharyngeal friction [51]. |

+0% -~ to sit - (with outstretched legs)

~

The Phoneme /fi:/

_ This nasalized vowel phoneme is. pronounced with
well rounded lips as the long close back vowel [Tzl

G%thull ~ to bump dZ'hufit - to blow (fire)
khutife - pdrcupine t5huligunu - hoof

burrow,
t$hult - to be angry. dZ'hult = - Walleria sp.
n ‘huil - to touch. niihuit ~ to be dumb.
Fhull - to buy. ghuli - to jerk.

1.2.1.2.3, THE JUXTAPOSED VOWELS.

The juxtaposed vowels constitute the composite
vowel phonems of !Xfi. These vowel phonemes may either
bes-

(a) monoéyllabic.

(b) interrupted.

1.2.1.2.3.1. THE MONOSYLLABIC JUXTAPOSED
VOWELS.

-

The nasalized diphthongs or monosyllabic juxta-
posed vowels may be divided into:~ ' '

(a) rising diphthongs,

(b) falling diphthongs.

(a) The Rising Diphthongs.

The following diphthongs are decribed as .'rising'
because, in their articulation, the tongue glides from
a relatively open position to a closer position. This
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may be illustrated by means of the following schematic

representation:-
L310 | L]
1 ‘ /eti/
/ei/ /Oi/

/91/ \\\*‘\\0[63-

Le]
A .
' _/ad/ as/

These composite vowel phonemes are applied as

follows:-
| The Phoneme /ei/ [ 91l
Ix'eI - to gossip makhel - tobacco
Tteg - to hit (with a Tel . - neck
- spear.) :
+xel - to start lel - drone (car)
el - blue wildebeest glhel - tree
© thel - pocket | glel -~ to pin down
(with stick)
The Phoneme /eli/ C[aflil
llett - to whistle | sefl - maize meal
#efi - to pass eft - slow
'hefi - to be drunk lef - 111
fei - blue lletillxoro - brown hyena
tell - to be angry lIxefillxelt -~ to scrape out
(pot)
The Phoneme /a%/ [aZ]
za® - gadfly ta® - sweet
na® -~ to speak (foreign ma& - Dichapetalum sp.
language)
The Phoneme /a®/ ([ad]
nllad - to sow nlad - marsh owl
glad -~ onion lad - lecherous

zadws - assegai H%éwé - bee
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The Phoneme /0i/ [011]

n!gi - cripple nifol - to blow out nose
zo1 - to be satis- | 'ho—#403i4#031 - blue duiker
~ fied, >

The Phoneme o1/ [o01l

1101 - herd xo0l - liguor
xo0% - grind H'oill'oli - belittle

(b) The Falling and Horizontal Diphthongs.

These diphthongs are called 'falling' and hori-
zontal' because, in their articulation the tongue glides:-

(i) from a relatively close position to an
open position,
(ii) on a horizontal plane.

[11e « /Wi [
(230 £31
/wa/
[2le Se—/wg/ Wt o [
£al A
The application of these vowel phonemes 1s as
follows:
The Phoneme /w&/ (03]
kwadt§hi - grey loerie
The Phoneme /w&/ [0& ~ UAl
Ix'wd - cold iwilwa - arrow shaft
| 'wd - to uncover Mhwg - man
swé - easy n!wé - bamboo
swina - overripe tswi - spotted genet

Ywg - poison | thwg - pig
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The Phoneme /wi/ [uil

n!'hwi - +to breathe khwiyakhwe - equal
n¥'hwi - 1o deny nlwiniwi - mopani bee
g#'hwi - dog

1.2.1.2.3.2. THE INTERRUPTED JUXTAPOSED
VOWELS.

These juxtaposed pairs of nasalized vowel phonemes
may either consist of homogenous or heterogenous phones.
In addition they are characterised by the fact that:-

(i) Their terminal vowel usually assumes a
higher tone than the initial_vowel,

(1i) The two vowels are separa%ed by a momen=-
tary disruption of voice.*

The application of thefjuxtaposed vowels 1is

illustrated by the following examples:-

The Juxtaposed Vowels /a'4/ [&781%

* %
gla's - bitter

The Juxtaposed Vowels,/e'I/ £e71l

glle'™ - to stretche (eyes) gle'i - to carry (over

one shoulder)
ke'l - to melt g¥e'l -~ deep, tall
gle'l - full

The Juxtaposed Vowels /a'fi/ [&°11

glle't -~ to stretch (eyes)

The Juxtaposed Vowels /o'8/ [3°4]

ko'& - knife n'o's - to hurl, throw .
}eito*d - Cocecinia sesili- nl!o'!'d - duiker lamb
s folia.

*For more detail see (1.2.1.1.3.2.)

*¥ The nasalization of juxtaposed vowels is only indicated
on the last vowel,
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The Juxtaposed Vowels /o0'®/ [520]

z0'0 - hartebeest glo'd - to look at.

do'd - to bleed
( through nose) zo'® - wart

nlo'd - to experience 10'0D -~ to tighten a knot.
difficulty in
swallowing.,

n+0'6-kx'ao - medicine man.

The Juxtaposed Vowels /o0'3/ [3?31

|9'6 - artery

l1.2,2. THE 'QONSONANTS OF X%,

Many of the words quoted in the previous sections
may contain consonant symbols that are foreign to the reader.
We now proceed to the consonant system of the language.

'Xi is a click language. We should therefore dis-
tinguish between:- ' '

(a) egressive consonants (common to most languages)

(b) ingressive consonants (common to some African
languages.)

1.2.2.1. THE EGRESSIVE CONSONANTS.

For the convenience of the reader we introduce our
discussion of the egressive consonants with tables classi-
fying them according to their approximate:

(a) points of articulation,
(b) manner of articulation.

The egressive consonant phonemes are articulated at the
following approximate positions:-

(i) bilabial (iii) post-alveolar

(ii) alveolar, (iv) post-palatal

According to their manner of articulation we disting-
uish:-—

(1) plosives,

(ii) fricatives,

(iii) nasals,

(iv) a flapped sound,

(v) glides

These general terms of description fix the oral regions
that are significant in the articulation of the consonant
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phonemes. It is taken for granted that the I.P.A. sym-
bols, as applied in the folloWing sections, will be

sufficient definition of the X%l consonant sounds.

In the following table of egressive consonant
phonemes the reader will observe that the plosive phonemes

are horizontally characterised by:-

(i) a clear feature [t1,
(ii) a velar feature [tx1,
(iii) a laryngeal feature [thil.

Vertically the reader should observe:-

(i) a voiceless feature [ tx3J,
(ii) a voiced feature Ed}]
(iii) a glottalised ejected feature [tx']

4 The following table only contains the phonemes
that were actually observedX The unobserved and non-

existant phonemes are indicated by.*.

' Bilabial ___Alveolar 'Post-Alveolar 'Post-Palatal
P * ph t.  tx  th ‘ k * kh
* * * * tx! Cox x kx! *
b * * d d} * . g * gh
* * b'h * * d'h | _ * * g'h
Plos%yes
f_‘—tff}”;lsca“ ts  tsx tsh t;');x/ tSx t§h
tet * * S * *
% dz] * * d}} *
dz* x dz'h | d3! x d3'h
* * * S * * S * * * X *
Ei:}gz? £ * * 2 * * 3 * * * *

* A personal communication from Prof. E. Westphal.
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, Bilabial ,  Alveolar , Post-Alveolar, Post-Palatal
m * nh n * * * * * f] * *
?m .
ms
Nasals
- m.m
m,.n 9
Flapped *
Sound. r * *
Glides w % y *

The orthographical application of the various agres-
sive consonant phonemes is illustrated by the following

examples.,

1.2.2.1.,1. THE PLOSIVE AND AFFRICATIVE EGRESSIVE

CONSONANTS.

These consonant phonemes have been grouped as:i-

bilabial
alveolar,

(a)

post-alveolar,

post-~palatal.

The Bilabial Polsive Phoncmes.

The Phoneme /p/ LDl

This phoneme is more common

of loan words and is characterized

less features:

peri - goat

pabu - pumpkin

petro - petrol pa

patoni - cartridge
(rifle)

This phoneme has a variant LA ]

spera

sipa

pa'u

in Bushmanized forms
by the clear and voice-

safety pin
sieve
maize meal
to fold

The Phoneme /b/ Lb ~B1

described as a bilabial fricative.
more common than [A1 and is Qharacterized by the clear

and voiced features.

which may be

The variant [bl is
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Goba - Ovambo labe - to be hungry
nllo'obe ~ bottle 'obe - to betray

nl%bu - 1o sweep khaba - to descend

lebi - to roll beberi - to jump up

n|lobesa - chameleon 11abo - to gather (veldkos)

The Phoneme /ph/ [ph . phl*

This phoneme is characterized by the larygeal feature:

phu - to burn away all phemm—-phemm - fish eagle
vegetation.

phemburu - Cucumis humufrac-
tus.

The Phoneme /b'h/ [¢p'h.épthi**

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal

feature.
b'he -~ to spit out some- b'ho ~ a hole
thing.
b'heb'he - tall grass (Digi- bthemb'hem - to flee
taria species) (in wood)
*

* ¥

When initiating syllables with low tones the laryn-—
geal features of consonants may become vocalised. Thus
[Lphl > TIphK1.

Although the orthograrhical symbol b'h implies the
co-occurence of voice and ejection this is not the
case., What actually occurs is that the vocal cords
are activated by pulmonary air and they produce a
voiced unemitted sound which we represent as [¢ J.
(Both the nasal and oral passages are closed). _
The unemitted sound [¢ 1 is swiftly followed by the
articulation of the ejected sound [p'lJ. In close
sequence [€1 and [p'l is percecived as a vocalised
sound (¢ PI. The h in the case of /b'h/ indicates
that the ejected sound is also aspirated, the b is
derived from [PH1. This phonetical description may,
also be applied to the phonemes /d'h/, /Adz'/, /dz'h/,
d3’h/ and /g'h/.
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(b) The Alveolar Plosive.and Affricative Consonants.

As a great number of phonemes are articulated at
this point it is possible to establish a pattern according
to which the distinctive features of !Xi behave. Verti-
cally the phonemic distinctions are constituted by:-

(i) a clear feature [t1,
(ii) a velar feature [tx1,
(iii) an aspirated feature [thl.

Horizontally the phonemic distinctions are consti-
tuted by:

(i) a voiceless feature [tx1,
(ii) a voiced feature [qz],
(iii) a glottalized ejected feature [tx']

The Phoneme /t/0t1

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and volce-
less features. '

to - ash temtaturisa - black crake
tem - to know not ta - apart, aside
tam - 1o divine teni - to bring
temtakuri - tadpole [ 'atata - spots on in-
fants tongue.
teri - sound made thuuta - a rise, dune
by running
feet.

The Phoneme /d/[ 43

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and

voiced features.

du - to make daba - eland

disa - 1to practice dom-'ha - aardvark
sorcery L

khwedore - bad o g'wi-di-n'!eng - fruit bat

ai ~ mad, insane da'abaSa-nieng - armpit

domi-nlei - adam's apple dwgrg - 1leaf

The Phoneme /ts/ L[ts1

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and
voiceless features.
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tseri - Chair - tsoma - nephew

tsitsa'a - to ask tsu - uncle

tsu - to vomit tsani - ©parrot

tsa'a - to compre- tsg - bowstring.
hend

tsé -  two tseu - %o rise

The Phoneme /ts!/ [ts']

This phoneme is characterized by the clear, voice-
less and ejected features.

ts'lae . - %o milk gwets'a ~ skin bag
ts'ad . - to abscond ts'ema ~ small
tsteuwa - assegai ts'oma ~ centripede
ts'i - 1ia nllthonikuts'ats'a - rock

lizard species

ts'ana - unripe ts'wats'wa - to pull up
nose.,

. The Phoneme /dz'/ [étz']*
This phoneme is characterized by the clear and
ejected features.
dz'o - hartebeest dz'uusi - ostrich eggs.
dz 'uu - ostrich

The Phoneme /tx/ [ tx1

This phoneme is characterized by the velar and
voiceless features.

txa - to hit  tx0+na - sister-in-law
tx% - grandmother txB~-gla- Dbrother-in-law
txoro - korhaan (red

crested)

The Phoneme /tx?/ [tx']

This phoneme 1is characterized by the velar,
voiceless and ejected features.

tx'eri -~ 1o feel weak txtore - elastic

tx'ari -~ to peep tx'wana - to insert
(under belt)

tx'are =~ to eat (meat from
bone)

*
See footnote of the phoneme /b'h/.
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The Phoneme /d%/ [d}]

This phoneme i1s characterized by the velar and
voiced features.

daxu - vulture; aeroplane dxei - bullfrog
dxo - to make a sosatie dxoro - to shell

(beans)
dxubu -~ to be without fea-

thers (birds) af-
ter hatching. ‘ -

The Phoneme /tsx/ [ tsx]

This phoneme is characterized by the velar and
voiceless features.

tsxana ‘ - diarrhoes tsxwatsxwa -to vomit

tsxel ~ leguan tsxeri - to bask (fire)
tsxeitsxeibi - +to grab tsxom - to milk into

' fastly. the mouth.

The Phoneme_/dz]/,[dzjj

This phoneme 1s characterized by the velar and
voiced features.

dzxae - 1o run

The Phoneme /th/ [th . th]

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal

feature.
thwi - boil thara - 10 tremble during
(hypnotic dance)
tha - sting there - spoon
theu - tobacco ash thuu - Grewia species
thuu - termite . thoo - tin
species.
theu - slack (bow- thoo - motor car
string .

* See footnote of the phoneme /ph/.
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The Phoneme /d'h/ [é@'ﬁj

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal
ejected feature.

d'heu-giu'iya - mushroom " d'heri -~ tongue

d'had'hama - moth ' d'hwi - creeper spe-
' cies.

d 'hana - calf

The Phoneme /tsh/ [tsh ~tshl*¥

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal
and voiceless features.

tshi - to laugh tshli-g'heiya -~ chair
tshii - to fart tshii -  turtle
tshama - accident tshi - %0 abstain
‘ (liquor)
tshe - week tshad . - to taste

The Phoneme /dz'h/ [¢tz'ha

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal
ejected feature.

dz theu ~ woman dz'hii - Tylosema esculenta
dz'hii - %o put a [ 'udz'huu - mother in law
peg into '
a stret-
ched skin.
dz 'hii ~ to call

(c) The Post-Alveolar Plosive and Affricative
Phonemes.,

The Phoneme /t§/ [tf1

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and
voiceless features,

t%o0 -~ 1o sweat t¥%o - medicine
t8o'a - Dblunt t3w8 ~ deceive
t8§i-!'a - blanket t$abu - bag (made from
v duiker skin.)
t8u -~ hornbill
(yellow billed) t3aotSao — grouse species
- t8wa - hail stone 'olotdin¥'haba - millipede

o e ey cnme s S oty
P e e i
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* See footnote of the phoneme /v'h/.

**See footnote of the phoneme /ph/
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The Phoneme /tJf'/ [tf']

This phoneme is characterized by the clear,

voiceless and ejected features.

t§'u-1to - cover t§'u-nleng - spouse
t3'i-] 'hwd - really t&'em - lilac breas-

ted roller
t§'u - house t¥'3 - 1o cry

The Phoneme /dz'/ [d§3']

This phoneme is characterized by
ejected features.

the cléar/and

/
I

dZ'aa - to steal a¥'i - wet

az'i - _green dZ'oro - blunt

d%'od¥'o - Terfezia sp. dZ'o -  blunt

dZ'a - Citrillus dZ'oro - ‘tasteless
naudinianus

The Phoneme /tfx/[tfx31

This phoneme is characterized by the velar and

voiceless features.

t$xo -  to skin t¥xwatsxwa -~ to begin
t8x0 -  to swell t¥xad - to be lonely
t%xei -  to play tixei - kambro

(string in-
strument)

The Phoneme /d”/ [d3)/(]

This phoneme is

voliced features.

characterized by the velar and

d%xara - urine d¥xoma, - to conceal (Yourself)
d¥xaa - to swim . d¥xeni - eland
dfxeni - to dance d¥xo0d%xo0 - noise made by insect

The

This phoneme 1is
and volceless features.

when in your ear.
Phoneme /tfh/ L[tfA3]

characterized by the laryngeal

* See footnote of the phoneme /b'h/.
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t$hufigunu -~ hoof tShut - to be angry
The Phoneme /d3'h/ [d§'3ﬁj

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal

ejected feature.

d%'huﬁkulxanakxana - Acrotome d2'hit¥ - semen

‘ specie. '
dZ 'huti - to bump d¥'huft = to blow fire.
dZ'hii - to carry (child dZ'hufi - Walleria

on shoulder . species.,

(d) The Post-Palatal Plosive and Affricative Phonemes

The Phoneme /k/ [kl.

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and

voiceless features.

kokx'oi. .- to speak ka - now.

xwara - to lack kebukebu -~ plastic bottle
kore - to melt kukuri - ‘tadpole

kuru - to make kem - windmill.

kara - to complain kwe - thus

The Phoneme /g/ Lgl.

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and

voiced features.

gu - to marry gwa'a - Yyesterday
gem - to dent #o&a—goba - pumpkin
gora, - 1lizard (species) gumi ~ Dbeast
g&bu - omasum guni -~ rubber
gwa - 1ong ago gogoro - heel

-

The Phoneme /Kx'/ [kx'l

This phoneme is characterized by the velar,

voiceless and ejected features.

kx'eru - 7poison kx'uri - Jlouse
kx'wa - to search kx'em - mouth
kx'oni - to repair nlla=kx'ei - buffalo
. kx'ol - to play kx'wasi - eyes
kxleni - to be lucky kx'oma -~ to break

* See the footnote of the phoneme /b*h/
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The Phoneme /kh/ [kh.kR1*

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal

feature..

khwara - 1o redeem kheuwa <~ 1o descend

khwe - to resemble khwi - hot

kheu - to pick gllaakhwe ~ poor person
fruit

khu-kheru - to jump ~khero ~ bed

: down.

khuli§e - Dporqupine khag - %0 hide some-

burrow. thing.

The Phoneme /gh/ L[ghRi.

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal

features.
ghoo -~ grass species ghaid -~ wild goose
ghuu - sheep ghut - to jerk
gheri =~ pig

The Phoneme /g'h/ [dg'ﬁ] **

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal,

voiced and ejected features.

g'hero - bed.

1.2.2.1.2. THE FRICATIVE EGRESSIVE CONSONANTS.

These cbnsonant phonemes have also been grouped
ass-
bilabial,
alveolar,
post-alveolar,
post.palatal.

(a) The Bilabial Fricative Phonemes

The allophone /A/ is characterized by a clear

voiced feature.

st mm— et atans — — eyt —— s ety s Oermy i
— o — =t —! e o i s S ey e e e e ey St i Y e

* gee footnote of the phoneme /ph/

** See footnote of the phoneme /b*h/

* KK It has been observed that /&/ and /b/ are allophones.
See (1.2.2.1.1.)
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(b) The Alveolar Fricative Phonemes.

pep—

The Phoneme /s/ [s1.

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and

voiceless features.

seu - to roast : twasi - last

sem - to pick up lho-se - mirror
' (small objects)

sarakhwe - to disperse sara - dust

s3 - powder (body) si - they

keisi - imuch soi - file

The Phoneme /2/ [z]

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and

voiceless features.

za - to f£ill '~ zarugo - mamba

zel - to agree zeru - cigarette
ze - new za0 - water pipe
zem - - tortoise zaha - saw

zoma - bow zere - ground nut

(¢) The Post-Alveolar Fricative Phonemes.*

The Proneme /S/ [f1

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and

voiceless features.

we¥e - all fete - again

Sao - broad kx'eife ~ first

Swi -~ light in  $eullwa - tape recorder
weight .

si-lema - day of**  sZmanga - mealy

Seredom - hunting $oro - to surround
knife A

¥ These phonemes are orthographically distinguishéd
from the alveolar fricative phonemes by an inverted
cicumflex: §, Z.

** Compounds will be represented by means of -a hyphen.
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The Phoneme /3,/ L, 3

3

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and voiced

features.
Zomm - to roll Zul'hwd - Bushman
¥i - to tell a lie Zoro ~ cocoon
%o - black Soma ~ centipede
me - lean Zu ~ person
¥ao - blind Zam - Thurbergia sp.

(d) The Post-Palatal Fricative Phonemes.
The Phoneme /%X/ [ x3

This phoneme is characterized by the velar and

voiceless features.

xoroxoro - pensile (fruit) xuru -~ adam's apple
n'laxara - velum xei ~ Dbread
xei - %o break xuni ~ kambro
xwana - to boil (water) “|'eixa -~ rich peérson
xore - thong xomxom -~ to dry (hand
with soil)

The Phoneme /h/ tn.AR1*

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal and

voiced features.

ho - to find hu'uru — Cucumis species

hore - %o hate #0kaha8 - 1lilac breasted
v roller

‘kamaha - 'firstly : lfabaha ~ palm tree

huuhara - flamingo ~ {lacha ~ hawk species

hem - to take a bite  ho ~ 1o accept

l1.2.2.2.3. THE NASAL EGRESSIVE CONSONANTS.

The nasal phonemes in the table are vertically cha-

racterized by,

—— St rrss e e e et
—— et e A o S

See footnote of the phoneme /ph/



terized

45.

(1) a clear continuent feature [m],
(ii) a wvelar feature £n i,

(1iii) an aspirated feature [mR1,

(iv) an interruption  featurelm.m.]

In the table these phonemes are horizontally charac-—
by: '

(i) ' a duration feature [m:l , [p3J
(ii) a pressed feature [m.mJ,

(iii) a glottal release feature [ ?ml.

(a) The Bilabial Nasal Phonemes.

~ The Phoneme /m/ [m]

This phoneme is characterized by the clear conti-

nuant and duration features.

mama,
tsem
meni
n'lom
|| xem

~ grandmother gloma - mnusic bow
- 'to stalk kx'oma - %o break
- to answer [|lama - to come from
- to ripen kamakama - to glow
- to fail

~ to follow dutanma

The Phoneme /?m/ [ °m]

This phonemé is characterized by the glottal re-~

lease and clear continuant features.

'm - +to eat 'mei -~ food
The Phoneme /m:/ [m:]
This phoneme is characterized by the clear con-
tinuant and duration features.
nihemm - to dance women lhemm -~ to give birth
¥ omm - to surround | 'hemm - to ambush
gllhomm -~ club 'hemm -~ far
n+hemm - to push (wood n+hemm -~ to be exhausted
into fire) ' (a 1limb)
+ 'homm - to dip food in | Thomm -~ black hairpaste.
‘ gravy '

The Phoneme /m.m/ [m.m]

This phoneme is characterized by the interrup-

tion feature.



nem'm
nllom'm
n+em'nm

Yom'm

n'om'm
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-~ korhaan (black) flem'm -~ <o pour out water

- to lick tom'm -~ springhare (baby)

- 1o cane gllom'm - +to give much
milk (cow)

- %o splice lem'm - +to peel off
(enamel)

- navel gom'm - gum (acacia

The Phoneme/m.m./ [m.m]

This phoneme is characterized by the interrup-

tion and pressed features.

- m'm - %o suckle llxeridam'm - swallow
g+om'm - to strangle n#am'm - to step in-~
~ : ‘ - tofaeces
llom'mlloma - to rinse mouth : or mud.

The Phoneme /mf/ [ph7.

This phoneme is characterized by the clear aspirated

‘feature and laryngeal features.

ts'teamhi
+'agamhi
kaomhiya

(b)

- small |x'orohm - few
" —  makes nlunlurimhi - fireflies
~ bluewildbeest

The Alveolar Nasal Phoneme

The Phoneme /n/Lnl

This phoneme is characterized by the clear con-

tinuant and duration features.

na’ -~ give to me! #eni - to finish
| 'eni ~ %o bolt down nenibe - mosquito
nanani ~ loose kaanilei - pig
khoninikha -~ pumpkin nani - needle
n'ana - kraal ll'eni - seat of a car

(¢) The Post-Palatal Nasal Phonemes.

The Phoneme /y/ [

This phoneme is characterized by the velar feature.
n+'heng - dolfwood tree nleng - eland
n!'theng - to dodge, duck nlleng - take
nl|l'eng - delicious n+eng - python
n+'eng - ostrich nail nleng - Grewlia species.
+'heng - to gossip +#'eng - to think

This
features:

The Phoneme /9/ [93.

phoneme 1is characterized by the velar and pressed

n+*eng - Acacia fleckii,
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l.2.2.1.4. THE FLAPPED EGRESSIVE CONSONANT.

The Phoneme /f/ [L~1r ~h~1]

This.phoneme has as its allophones the soundsif1], [

1, ["] and [12]. All variants are characterized by an

alveolar retroflex articulation.

kheru -~ .razor blade
korekore - to warm up
(food.)
Soro - tobacco
n'arekx'em - to groan
'hara - 1o split

kheru
‘oro

nleri
n*aara
sara

i

to descend
-~ big hole

- to drive (a car)
- to leak (roof)
- to adjourn.

1.2.2.1.5. THE GLIDE EGRESSIVE CONSONANTS.

These phonemesare characterized by their bi-labial.

and post-alveolar points of articulation.

Bi-labial .

o o Lt o et st i et

The Phoneme /w/ [w]l

This phoneme is characterized

features.
wi - 1o help
we ~ come!
wa -~ story
glwae - to strain (tea)
wi - Loranthus species.

. Post-alveolar,

The Phoneme

i

wele
wadhe -
kwa e -

/y/ Lyl

“all
all
sandy area

This phoneme is characterizzsd by the clear and

voiced features.

kayé - 1o gossip

| xtaeya -  to visit
yereyere -~ to measure
lthwiya -~ +to drip (water)
eiya ~ mother

'

by the clear and voiced

kaomhiya - Dbluewildbeest.
yoba - sugar cane
yeye - mosquito

yva? - pardon? (what

did you say)

l.2.2.2. THE INGRESSIVE CONSONANTS.

As in the case of the egressive consonants the

ingressive consonants are grouped according to their:-

1
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(a) approximate positions of articulation,
(b) approximate manners of articulation.

The ingressive consonants are formed at the follow-~
ing approximate positions of articulation:-

(a) dental,
(b) alveolar,
(¢c) palatal.

According to their manner of articulation we distinguish:~

(2) plosive ingressive consonants,
(b) fricative ingressive consonants,
(¢) nasalized ingressive consonants.

In the following table the reader will observe
that the ingressive consonants are vertically characte-
rized hy:

(a) a clear féature Lia,

(b) a velar feature [li;

(c) a laryﬁgeal feature [lhl.

The reader should also observe the follbwing
horizontal features:-—

(a) voicelessness [=*x1,

(b) wvoice [g#] ]

(¢) dinterruption [*XQJ,[g#]OJ

Dental ! Alveolar ! Palatal
* X th ! 'x ' -
%7 #X?  %%h 1o 1x® 1%h
Plosives |
g* g#] g+h g! gll g'h
* g*/yo g+°h . g !]‘? g+°h
[ lx [ lh I lx iih
[? fx? | ?h . e Hx? lI°h
Frica-
tives. :
gl gly « el elly eln
P g'l]" gl?h % g“;" gll*h
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! Dental ' Alveolar ' Palatal ‘ !
nl x ik n* % ry+h n! s nih
Nasals T gl?h ) ¥ 3$?h ¥ E Ol?h
al x qln
* * gﬂ?h

The articulation of the click or ingressive

consonants has been described in great detail by compe-

tent phoneticians, ¥

The orthograpical application of the

various ingressive consonat phonemes is illustrated by

the following examples.

102.2.2.ll

THE PLOSIVE INGRESSIVE CONSONANTS.

These consonants have been grouped as:

alveolars;
pralatal.

(a)

The ‘lveolar Plosive Phonemes. ¥

*

The Phoneme /+/ ['#]

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and

voiceless features.

*wa - to copy
#eni - to cost
*ara - friend

+oma-!'o!'oro -~ elephant
shrew,

'wae+e - ear

antlion
blame, debt.
to listen
giraffe

giraffe

* Beach, D.M.,
Cambridge;

L.T.

The Phonetics of the Hottentot Language,
W. Heffer and Sons

D., 1938

Doke, C.M.;, An outline of the phonetics of the lang-
nage of the Chfi Bushmen of the North-West Kalahari: -

Bantu Studies, "Vol.II, No. 3 (1925).

% The alveolar plosive phonemes are released medially. -
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The Phoneme /+°/ [ +°]

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and

interruption features.

#'eng -
$lei - -
£'ell -
#'ore -
¥'alo -

to think #'wi
to ladle water +#'em
enough #'okx'obo
bi-ceps +'ama
head £'a+'ama

The Phoneme /g#/ [ g+l

caracal
south -
afterbirth
sticky
to gather

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and

voiced features.

gEwi -

g+om -
g+Bgrt¥e -
gre -
g#a -

hooked stick (for Cg+u'u
catching spring-

hares.

to be silent g*a
brown ant species g+wa
white stork g+el
old g+obo

The Phoneme /#x/ [ #x]

~ millet

~ to lie down

i

soap
- wrist.

- to be clog-
ged.

This phoneme is characterized by the velar and

voiceless features.

*xeu -
+xemi -
+XWa -

+xefli+xenu

kxel¥xeil -

to rub, shine X8

to console $Hxae

to advocate sxwa%'a
~to slip #xany
to awake *xeil

The Phoneme /#x?/ [ 4x%]

distant
daughter
sugar cane
book
afternoon

This phoneme is characterized by the velar and .

glottalized injected fatures.

+x'eri - to urinate *x'ao -
*xtabo - to affix *X'ao -
#x'eni-gogo — leech #x'eni -
#xX'abo - to glue (flat

surface)

north
moist

to glue
(in a hole)
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The Phoneme /g*]) Cgry 1

This phoneme is characterized by the velar and
voiced features.

g*xeill 'ha - genital area g+xare ~ %o thresh
n+ats'ig+x'ama -~ Puppalea g+xom - to moult,
' lappacea. to lose.
leaves in
autumn.
nlanag+xu - Indigofera sp.

The Phoneme /g#]°/[g¢}9]

This phoneme is characterized by the velar,
voiced and interruption features.

g+x'oni - . steenbuck g¥x'aro - duiker
g+x'om - to strangle g+x'a-kx'o =~ glay pot
g+x'oife - caracal g+x'a - nud, clay
!'eng-g+x'em - tuberculosis g+x'oi - to break sur-
' ’ face (seed,
plant

The Phoneme /+h/ [ #+h.#*A] *

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal

and voiceless features.

- thwe - 10 uproot +haa - open plain
t+hana - to abrade +hae - spur (fowl)
#hana - bald .+#huu - to die
*hei - many #hei - malaria
+ho+*ho - to exchange #hao - to lack, fall short.

The Phoneme /+°h/ [+%h.+?R1 "

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal

voiceless and interruption features.

*'huu - side +'hom - ©pimple
*'heu -~ edible part t'hem - +to close one eye
of grewia
berry.
#'heri - to peel a ° #'ha - arm
hard nut.
+#'heng - to gossip #'haa+'hama - to steal
#'ha - to gather +'hengna - TPalcon (red-necked)
veldkos. :

*¥ See footnote for the phoneme /ph/.
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The Phoneme /g+h/ [ g+RAl

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal and
"~ voiced features.

g*hoo’ - springhare g+haa - to rely on
g+haakhwe - secretary bird.

The Phoneme /g+°h/ [ g+°h1

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal
voiced and interruption features.

g+'hu - to dry hands with g+'had -~ long ago
grass.
- g+'hwa-n#aa - Jackal (black g+'hwi ~ dog
- backed).
g+thwi~glefi-glenu - rainbow g+'thwa - dog

(b) The Palatal Plosive Phonemes *

The Phoneme /!/ [ 13

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and
voiceless features.

'wi - to rot 'wi - sister
‘wa - to command Untata - grandfather
lae - to carry (wood ‘ulu-!to-g+e'? - mamba

on shoulder)

lura - to carry (some- u'u - ostrich
thing on head)

'ux'em - to carry (some- - lei - to die
' thing on head.

The Phoneme /!?/ [ '23]

This phoneme is characterized by the clear,
voiceless and interrupiion features.

lteng - to try +oma-!To-!'oro - musk-shrew
Ileu - to call ‘huti-tiu - cigarette
'to - to close Yrem | ~ bead

!'oma - deaf | ty - bone
*#heu-!'o-!'oro - kidney !'u — long-eared

fox.

* The palatal plosive ingressive phonemes are released
medially. ’
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The Phoneme /g!/

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and
voiced features. |

glei ~ —  bluewildbeest glei - pufadder
. glei - to sew v gle'i - <cleanly washed.
glom - to keep some- glo - ostrich
thing in cheek.
glao -  to gather veld- gloni - to adjust (in-
kos for a few strument ‘
days.
glem -~ to hide some- glom'm - ©poison.
thing. ~

The Phoneme /!'x/ [ !x3

This phoneme is characterized by the velar and

voiceless features.

!xwana ~ to line at 'xei - to cut

'xeu ~ to refuse ~ Ixore - anus

'xem - 1o make Xo - unlucky
porridge. v _

'xwekx'em - 1o help 1xa0 ~ hippopotamus

'xom - to clothe 'xo - pipe.

The Phoneme /'x°?/ [!X°]

This phoneme is characterized by the velar,

voiceless and interruption features.

Ix'eri - to dry (cloth) !x'oi - dog
'x'eu - %o be dry x'a ~ heart
Ix'em - 1o bolt down Kx'a-!x'ama!x'are- aard-
vark.
'x'wa - blcodletting horn I!x'em - to pull mouth
sideways.
Ix'ei - 1lion cloth (male) i!x'ore - %o joke.
The Phoneme /éfj/ [g§}]
This phoneme is characterized by the velar and
voiced features.
g!xa - to take out g'lxwaa - Fockea specie.
glxuni - to throw an - glixel - Lapeyrousia
assegai. o species
g !xunu - to snore glxwa - knee
g lxu - %o breathe glxuni - to snore
loudly.

-glxom - vari-coloured.
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The Phoneme /g!}°/ [g!}°l

This phoneme is characterized by the velar,
voiced and interruption features.

gix'oo - to be pregnant  glx'a-!'uwa - rib

glx'laa - coarse g!ix'euSe - pied babbler

glx's ~ aardvark glixtare - tick

glixteru - leopard gix's - to stretch
oneself.

gla'a-gix'ebi - eyelashes g'x'o - to barge
through.

The Phoneme /!'h/ € 'h.!'R1*

This phoneme 1is characterized by the laryngeal

‘and voiceless features.

‘hei - to wait 'hao ‘haro ~  whirlwind
'hara - to crack glwi-'ha - kudu
‘hu-le'u - beast 'hebi - wife
'heri -  duiker ‘heni - palm tree
‘ha - meat - lhwi - telephone

The Phoneme./f¢h/'[!°h~!°ﬁ]*

v This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal,
voiceless and interruption features.

''ho -~ to deflate ''hei - hare, rabbit

'thu - vtolziarch for {hwe-!'heu!'heu - zebra
ve os.

!'hae ~ fast : !'hei. - steering wheel

!'ha -  son !Tha - well

!'heu -  brown hyena !"hw& - spoor

The Phoneme /g'h/ [ g!R]

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal and

voiced features.

glhei - tadpole glhei - chin
glhel - to shake glhel - tree. .
out pipe.

The Phoneme /g!°h/ [ gt2R]

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal,
voiced and interruption features.

glthoo - to sit glthwe ~ Grewia sp.
g''heni ~ a tie. g!'hoo!'oni - Xemenia sp.

¥ See footnote for the phoneme /ph/.
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The phoneme /ix?/ [1x°]
This phoncme is characterized by the velar, voice-
less and interruption features:-

[x'ao - to milk lx'uri - iron

[x'ae - to be ill Ix'el - foot

|x'ori - dirty lhwe—lx'ei-!ga - horse shoe
[x'oromhi - few |xt'uri - cartridge (rifle)’

The Phoneme /gl;) [gt]J 
This phoneme is characterized by the velar and voiced

features.
glxem - urine gl.xa - bead
glxem-t&'u - bladder glxurabe - Rhus species.

The.Phoneme(g|]9) [gl}°]

This phoneme is characterized by the velar, voicéd
and interruption features. _
glx'oro - brown hyena glx'oro - dry leaf

glx'uu - Cape hunting dog.- glx'oi - to twist (sinew around
arrowhead.

| The Phoneme,/lh/ [ {h.|R3]
This phoneme igs characterized by the laryngeal and

voiceless features.

lhere ~ hare kx'a-lho = country

| heru - pig lhuru -~ hole (in something)
g'u~lheiya -~ water bag lhoro - Corallocarpus species,
lhel - pocket lhao - pocket

The Phoneme /1%h/ [|%h.!?h]

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal,
-voiceless and interruption features.

I 'horo ~ drunk | "hwi - real

| "hom - Dbeautiful | 'hao - hawk species

| 'ho -~ friend | thebi - abrasion, wound
[ 'hei ~ dagge | thwi - ear

{ Thao -~ to soak, steep I’ho~¢gi¢91 - blue duiker

Phoneme /gl°h/[gl2Ra

. This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal,
voiced and interruption features.
glu-gl thate ~ python
(b) The Palatal Fricative Phonemes.”~
The Phoneme /I/LIi3

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and voice-

less feature.

= ;
Unlike the other ingressive consonants the palatal frica-

tive phonemes are recleased laterally.
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Horige

l

alla
Hgma D
llae -

to hold
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- upper arm

well, good l|oba.
policeman
to cover kx'a-|luwa
to clothe llebe

ha

lleulleu-'uwa - collar bone

- foot
-~ hip~bone

- to perch

The Phoneme /||?/LC1|?]

This phoneme is characterized by the clear,

voiceless and interruption features.

lteng -
Il 'em -

Hla -

I} tama -
Il 'ao -

to fasten

to clap
hands.

to be 111

to. buy
generous

l| toba

Al Yemi
[| teuwa

[| tore
i tura

The Phoneme /gll/ [ gli1

weak

in between

bag (made from
oryx skin.)

potato

tortoise shell
powder box.

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and

voiced features.

glle'ti -
glleteni -
glloba ~
gliwagliwama -

gliubuxu -

to stretch eyes

piebald
seat of car
bat

seat of car

gllae
gllwa+h
gllao
glleu
glladwi

eu

The Phoneme /lix/ [|x3]

a shallow well

namaqua dove
to perch

to sow
devil

This phoneme is characterized by the velar and

voiceless features.

llxeu -

llxedi -
lxoni -
| xwi -
lixoro -

to set a snare

to sweep
to long
to belittle

to be very
dirty, untidy.

lxubi

llxaba
[lxeu
[[xwe

—

[lxobakx'em

The Phoneme /“XO/EHXOJ

tortoise
species.

shoulder blade.
porgupine
fire

- key-

This phoneme is characterized by the velar

voiceless and interruption features.

Ix'wa -
l|x'om -

lIx'aelix'ae -

to send

to strike (with

fist. )

x'wa

Hx'u

to gather (people) |ix'aeku -

to work
to stink

middle
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lIx'oro - to crinkle lx'u-tsa'a -~ to smell
lIx'aa - to be sated Hx'aeya - to share.
The Phoneme /ng)[gH]J

This phoneme is characterized by the velar and voi-~
ced features. |

gllxd - %o lay down gllxeru - Lapeyrousia sp.
The Phoneme /gnl°/ [gHI°]

This phoneme ié characterized by the velar, voiced
and interruption features.

ng'bm - upper arm n|l '"huu~glix'wa -~ marabou stork.
glixtaa - manghetti tree | '

The Phoneme /|lh/ Cln. ke *

This phoneme 1s characterized by the laryngeal and
voiceless features.

lhei -~ +to smoke ihil jabe - shiny
llhaellhae- forefinger lhem - to pierce.
g'euwa. '

flhei - +to lead llhaellhae - to point.

lhallha - to walk (with
feet pointed
outward. )

The Phoneme /||?h/ [||?h.l|?R1*

_ This phoneme is, characterized by the laryngeal,
voiceless and interruption features.

[| "hwi ~ to be tired. Il "Theu - Dbranch

'hei - to pound [| "hubu - froth

[l *hao - honey badger H'ha-n'eng - 1ridge of roof

| 'henga - West l! *theu - urine.

| 'hei - East l'horoka'em - yellow billed
hornbill.

The Phoneme /gllh/ [gHQ]

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal and
‘voiced features.

gllhuu - meteor ' glihuu -~ to enlarge a fire.

gllhemm - hedgehog gllhwa - house occupied by
‘ unmarried girls.

1.2.2.2.3. THE NASALIZED INGRESSIVE CONSONANTS.

The outstanding feature of the nasalized ingressive
phonemes is that they consist of a simultaneous nasal efflux

* gee footnote for the phoneme /ph/.
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and an oral influx. The nasal efflux commences before
the various oral releases and may continue into succeeding
vowels.,  These consonants have been grouped as?

(a) dental,
(b) alveolar,
(c) palatal.

(a) The Dental Nasalized Phonemes.

The Phoneme /bt/ [

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and

voiced features.

nleng - - to sit niwa - cat
nleu - to sweep Nlebe - Ovambo
nifom - to practice nlpnlgni - Dpangolin
sorcery. _ v
niom~-kx'ao -~ medicine man njo - Troan
nieu .=~ lion nla'a - heaven.

‘The Phoneme A3l°h/[gl°ﬁl
This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal,

voiced and interruption features.

L4

nl thaa - - aardvark n! thwi - mouse
ni 'huni - Cape hunting nl *hwi - potato
dog.
n| 'hebi - water bag nl 'hebite - wild duck
n| 'hei - a laugh n| thei-tshi - +to mock,
' scoff.

(b) The Alveolar Nasalized Phonemes.

The Phoneme ﬁj#/ [n+1

This phoneme is characterized by the clear and voiced

features.

n+eni-n!oma - Whet stone n+*enghafe - honey badger
n+en'm -~ to strike n+eiku - mamba
n*wana - %o account - n*ebi - whirr-whirr
(story)
n+wi - arrow n*aha - spinal marrow.
n*eu - Eo travel n*em - Dblanket.
0.

* See footnote for the phoneme /ph/.
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The Phoneme Aj¢h/.[9¢ﬁj

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal and
voiced features.

n+heu - to strike (light- n¥huusi - middle
ning.

n+hem - "to be exhausted ntheu - Ovambo
(a limb) knife.

The Phonecme Aj¢?h/ [9#?@]

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal,
voiced and interruption features.

n#*‘hao - to walk n#*'hao - to fall
n+'thei - to snecze n+'hei*em - spoon
n+'hwa - to mix cement n*hom - to lie (curled
up.
n*'hoi - pangolin n*'ho - to take a pinch
, of something.
n#*‘heil - to travel n*'heng - dolfwood
(aiming to
fight)

(¢) The Palaval Nasalized Phonemes.

The reader should distinguish between the palatal

nasalized phonemes with:—
(1) medial release /h!/,
(ii) lateral release Aj“/.

(i) The Talatal Nasalized Fhonemes with
Medial Release.

Phoneme ﬁj!/‘[gfl
This phoneme is characterized by the clear and

voiced features.

n'aro - to teach nlun'urima - firefly
n'leng - %o put down nlao ‘ -~ plank
nl!sd -~  to stand nlunluri - snail
n'obe -~ to suspect n'aba - sjambok
nla ~ to, happen n!gm - anus

The Phoneme A4ih/ [3!53

\
This Phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal

voiced features.

n'hem - poor n'hoo -~ springhare colony.

n'lhama - to0 cradle a
baby.,
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The Phoneme /b§°h/ [D!QEJ

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal

voiced and interruption features.

n!'hwi - crooked n!'hei - lion
n'!'hobo - overripe n'!'hd - mole
n'!thae - perhaps n!'heri - sjambok
n!t'hwéd - kudu n!'hao -~ forehead
nf'hemn!'hem - spider n''homa - tomorrow

(ii) The Palatal Nasalized Phonemes with
Lateral Release.

The Phoneme /b“/’ Yl

Thié phoneme is characterized by the clear and
voiced features. ‘

nlfla . - +to speak of nllaa - to dish’ up.
nllae - to betray nllaba - marabou stork
nlla - to abandon nljeu - to shave
nllari - sjambok nllobo - to walk in water.
nijleri - +to kindle fire
v (with firesticks) nllaa - to graze alone
“ . (bulls)

The Phoneme /bllh/[gllﬁj

This phoneme is characterized by the laryngeal and

voiced features.

nilha - tooth

The Phoneme 4jn?h/[DH°RJ

This phoneme 1s characterized by the laryngeal,
voiced and interruption features.

nll thara - to breathe loudly nli'horu - saw

nll thomi - to ambush nll thuu-ll'o - wattled
crane.

nl{l 'ho - weepy t8hin||'ha - to shoot

nll tho - bag (made of nl|l'horu - aloe sp.

springbuck skin)
nll '"heng - to admire.
1.3. SUMMARY.

A. This chapter dealt with the orthographical
representation of !Xti. The orthographical symbols were
derived from the phonemical analysis of the language.
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B. It was also observed that, because of the lack
of formal grammatical features, the various word categories
aquired their names according to their function in the
language.

C. Because of the great positional variation of
words in the possible sentence patterns the !Xl language
necessitates a predominantly disjunctive orthography.

D. In the present orthography the disjunctively
written elements or words constitute individual and autono-
mous semantical units which are characterized by their in-
variable segmental phonemic seguences. |

E. The words of [XU may either be:

(i) members of finite or infinite
commutable series;

(ii) single words constituting individual
grammatical phenomena.

F. All elements that do not econstitute autono-
mous semantical units were regarded as morphemes and were
suffixed to words.

G. The various kinds of compdunds, exempting
those that serve as personal names, were written with
a hyphen.

~== 0000000 ==—



CHAPTER 2.

2. NOMINALS.
2.1. THE NOMINAL STEMS.

The !XT are nomadic hunters and foodgatherers who,
because of their close a2lliance with nature, have a vocabu-
lary which differs from that of the more abstract and techni-
cal European languages, Ih order to survive the !XU have
to be very observant. The natural result is that they have
an amazing knowledge of the phenomena within their territory.

Besides having an extensive knowledge of where and
when to pick the fruit or excavate the bulbs, the !Xti are
also able to make minute distinctions between closely allied
species of the same plant. It is quite natural to expect
that such distinctions would not be made where plants have
little or no economic value. This was found to be true;
such plants are known by a general name mostly coVering the
genus. Thus it is not uncommon for an average !X@l to know
the names of several hundred plants within his area. This
intimate knowledge of plants and their application is due to the
fact that the XU rely more on vegatable foods than on meat.

In addition to a large natural vocabulary !XU is
also characterized by a great number of synonyms:-

(gio (‘u'lu
(dz'uu (ts'euwa
(#hen assegai -(g+om
ostrich - (!u‘u (ng—nlenga
(khomatiiha (zaswa
(I'emi i
(+hebu
brown (! heu | (glei
“hyena - (llettllxore blue wildebeest -~ (kaomhiya
(gixtoro (el '

63
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(l'eu (zo's

duiker - (g#x'aro hartbees - (dz'oo
(m%a (lxena
( 'heri

This phenomenon is somewhat neutralised by the
natural preference for one noun rather than another.
Prof. E.0.J. Westphal ascribes this feature of the !XU
language to their former strict adherence to territorial
restrictions and the consequent isolation in which the !X
bands tended to live, but there may be other explanations.

In the previous chapter it was observed how the
application of the transition and commutation principles
enabled us to establish the different word categories of !Xfi.

The plural forms of the !XU nouns were also esta-
blished by the application of the commutative principle to
testing frames: Thusg:-

Da'lama ho nleng > De'ebi ho nleng

The child sees the eland The children see the elands.
''"Hw8 ho n'eng | > Nilae ho n'leng

The man sees the eland The men see the elands.
N'!'hei ho n'eng > N!'hei ho nleng ‘

The lion sees the eland The lions see the elands.
#'Aama ho nleng > +Aamhi ho nleng

The snake sees the eland The snakes see the elands.
Mi!o ho n'eng > E !'osi ho n'eng

My brother seces the eland My brothers sce the elands.

Nla'arosa ho n'eng > Nta'arosa ho n'leng v
The chameleon sees the The chameleons see the elands.
eland.

The 1initial observation of these irregular plural
forms showed that a more detailed survey was impermtive.
The results ¢f this investigation revealed that:-

(i) the singular and plural forms of most nouns
for animate things and some plants are iden-—

ticals—
n'hei - Jlion > n!'hei ~ lions
nl|lobesa - chameleon > nllobesa - chameleons

lao - buffalo > tao - buffaloes



65.

n!g'arosa - chameleon > n!g'arosa - chameleons

kKherekheresa - sweef > kherekheresa - sweets

lxemta+'eisa -~ Harpagophy- > l|lxemta+'eisa - Harpagophytum
tum sp. SPp.

Zu - person >  Zu - people*

I} tei - collection > [ tei -~ collection.

(ii) a number of nouns have different singular
and plural formss-

"hwg - man . > nllae - men
da'ana - chilad > de'ebi ~ children
g!go - bull > nllae ~ bulls

(iii) a number of nouns form their plurals by the
suffization of a plural morpheme -nhi:-=*

d 'had 'hama - moth > d'had'hamhi - moths
+'aana - snake >  +'aamhi - snakes

ts 'ana - bird > tstamhi -~ Dbirds
n'un'lurinma -~ firefly > nlun'lurimhi - fireflies.
gllwagllwama - bat >  gllwagllwaishi - bats

(iv) all nouns denoting kinship form their plurals
by the suffixation of a plural morpheme -si:-

ba - father - > basi - fathers,

V{4
* The tone of u -~ people is higher than that of
zi - person. This tonal distinction does not

apply *to the other words of the series.
¥¥  The coalescence of some nominal stems with -ma, the
' contracted form of the. singular adnominal stem ts'ema -
"small", produced a number of semantically insepa-
rable nominal stems:-
+iaama - snake < *'aa + -ma
ts'ama - birad < ts'a + -ma
The nouns of this kind form their plurals by means

of, the contracted form of the plural adnominal stem
ts eamhl -~ "small" (2.4.1.2.2. ?

e A I e e el
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tﬁe - mnmother > t§esi - mothers
tsu - uncle > tsusi - uncles
‘wi —~ sister > 'wisi - sisters
o - brother > ‘osi - brothers
ba-tsu - stepfather > ba-tsusi - stepfathers
tx®%-ma -~ sister-in-law > +txC-mac? -~ gsister-in-law
niwi - friend > niwisi ~ friends.*
(v) the nouns for some plants and nearly all things
form their plurals by the suffixation of a
plural morpheme -si:-
dz'heu - woman > dz'heusi - wonen
n'leu - elder > nleusi -~ elders
*ara - friend > farasi -~ friends
'a'o - leopard > 'la'tosi - leopards
H'eixa - Jorad > llteixasi - 1lords
z§6wé - assegail > z§6wési - assegais
o - bull > losi - bulls
Zu - relative >  Zusi - relatives *¥
- road > nlanmasi -

nlama

not possible
of the nominal plurals.
not fall within the scope of the present investigation. **

roads

From these divisions it nay be derived that it is
to formulate definite rules for the application

This facet of the language does

*

It is trusted that the general rules (as formulated above)

will serve as a guide to students.

* ¥

XK

=

The research did not produce any other exceptions to
the rule.

The noun #4 - "person, relative" may assume any
of the following plural forms:-

bAV -~ people

Zusi - rclatives.

Obviously the latter does not comply with rule
(iv) above.

This matter is receiving attention in the dictionary
that is being compiled.
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~ In X%, as 1n the case

bal and adnominal stems nay be
plies a considerable expansion
This may be ascertained by the
like:-

Da'ama ho nleng >

The child sees the deland

Da'ama ho nleng >

The child sees the eland

in other languages, the ver-
used as nominals. This im=-

of the nominal word category.
application of testing frames

Da'ama ho || 'xwa
The child(sces) finds work.

Da'ama ho gl!ad
The child sees red.

The noun category, in !Xl as in all languages is

dynanic because it has to incorporate all new nouns into

the structure of the language.

The following is an abstract

from this potehtially infinite vertical series of !Xt:-

‘o - Dbrother

F¥xae - daughter
nteu - elder

tx0 - grandmother

| 'udz 'huu - mnmother-in-law
ni'hd - mole
gleidonaha - mongoose

fla'e - monkey
nenibe - mdsquito

d 'had 'hama - moth

xuru - adams apple
llhoo . = apron

'Theuw ° ~ basket

glem -  Dbed

xei - Dbread

-0% - artery

+'onm - baobab

glxa - bead

zoSon - Dbee

xore ~ Dbelt

kx'a - sand

| 'Thebi - secar

gllubuxu - seat (of car)
nHu'uru - g&gﬁ%der

kw§ - fear, respect

tx%-gla - brother-in-law
ba -~ father

Fara - friend

eiya - . = mother

Zu - person

thoo - motor car
nl'hwi - nouse

d 'heu - . mushroom

+oma!'o!'oro - nusk-shrew

i hao - oryx

zeru - cigarette
| em - day

soi - file

téwg - hail-stone
Ha - hat

n'lell - buckle belt
Fxanu - book

lxwe - fire

*we, - mnat

zel - gland
Ix'ori - cunning
!Yoma - deafness
gllu'u - bark
dZxeni - dance

t%o - 'medicine

2.2. THE NOUN COMPOUNDS

When two nouns are juxtaposed they form a compound.
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The compounds formed in this manner have the same gramma-—
tical application as ordinary nouns. Another feature of
these compounds is that they may or may not assume the
ending -a . This ending:-

(i) Dbvecomes - wa in the case of compounds ending
in -0 or -u:-
xta + I'u > Ixta~!"uwa
heart + bone _ rib (heart bone)

(ii) becomes -7a 1n the case of compounds ending in .

-i or -e:-

nlom + glei > nlom-gleiya
stone + blue wildeheast stone blue wildebeast

(iii) is not written in the case of compounds ending

in -a *:-

thoo = ||'a - > thoo-||ta
car + light car light

(iv) remains -2 in the case of compounds ending
in 2 consonant:-

N#+eni + n!lom > n+eni-n!cma
whet + stone whetstene

Variouvs groups of informants supplied conflicting
versions for the applicaticn cof the ending -a. This thwar-
ted our attempts at establishing any immediate useful rules

for the phenomenon,

However it was observed that some compounds con-
stantly required the ending -as-

n*eni-nloma -~ whetstons
n'lei-Zuwa - soldier
glota-!'uwa - 1ib

Others wers constantly used without the ending -a:-

laa-|hwe ~ bicycle
niom-kx'ao - medicine man

Zu-ts'eu - human tooth

¥ The addition of the transition -a to the terminal -a
of the ccmpounds is not clearly and not usually realised
as the sound Ta:l. For these reasons 1t was decided
not to wrive:-

thoo—-li'ea -~ car light
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We also observed a number of compounds in which the
presence or absence of the ending -a implied semantical
differences-

thoo + ts'i > thoo-ts'i -~ mouth of a tin

tin + mouth thoo-ts'iya - metal key of sardine
containers.

kxlo+ts'i > kx'o-ts'i - mouth of pot

pot + mouth kx'ots'iya - chip from rim of pot

ghuu + 'hu > ghuu-'hu - sheep horn

sheep + horn, kraal > ghuu' '!huwa

sheep kraal
The compounds of !XU may be formed as follows:~

(i) noun + noun,
(ii) noun + adnoun,
(iii) verb + noun.

2.2.1, NOUN + NOUN.

It has been noted: that compound nouns, formed by
juxtaposed nouns, behave exactly like common nouns:-
'laa + lhwe > laa-lhwe
iron + horse ‘bicycle

When the nouns of our compound are transposed a radi-
cal change of meaning takes place:-

{hwe + laa > lhwe-laa
horse + iron . horse ghoe

The central meaning. of compounds is usually situated
in the last noun. The first noun is usually qualificatory:-

(a) nlao + ts'i > nlaolts'iya
plank + door wooden door

(p) ‘aa + tseri > tag-tseri
iron+chair iron chair

(¢) g'hel + glaaxu > glhei-glaaxu
stick + chair wooden chair

(d) Ix'a + ''u > Ixta-!'uwa
heart + bone rib

(e) +'ha + eri > #'ha-eriya

wrist -+ watch wrist watch.
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(f) |'hei + eri > | 'hei-eriya
pocket-watch pocket-watch

(g) nlom + kx'ao > ntom-kx'ao
medicine + man medicine man

(h) n'ei + Zu > n'lei-zlwa
war + person . soldier.

In the case of compounds assuming the ending -a
it was found that the plural morpheme -s1 was suffixed to

the compound ending -a:-

nlei-!'uwa - skull > nlei-!'uwasi skulls.*
Thus we may conclude that the compound ending -a forms
an integral part of the compounds. This is illustrated
by the plural forms of (a - h):-

nlaots'iyasi - wooden doors

(a) nlao-ts'iya >

(b) laa-tseri > laa-tserisi - iron chairs

(c) g'hei-glaaxu > glhei-glaaxusi - wooden chairs
(d) !'x'a-!'uwa > Ix'a-!tuwasi - ribs

(e) +#ha-eriya > #'ha-eriyasi - wrist watches
.(f) | thei--eriya > { 'hei-eriyasi -~ pocket watches
(g) nlom-kx'ao > nlom-kx'aosi - medicine men
(h) n'lei-%uwa > n'lei-Zuwasi - soldiers

2.2,2. NOUN _+ ADNOMINAL.

The semantical fusion of nouns and adnouns produced

a series of compounds that are abstract in meaning. All the
compounds of this series were found to assume the compound
ending -a. This is then the primary means of distinguishing
between: - '
(i) the adnominal construction:
ni:euwa glao - The strong elder
nleusa glao - The strong elders

(ii)  the ednominal copulars:

nleu glao - The elder is strong.
nleusi glao - The elders are strong.

* VWhother they assume the ending -a or not, all
.compounds were found to assume the plural morpheme
-si. This plural morpheme is always suffixed termi-
nally.
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(iii) +the adnominal compound:-
nleu-glaowa - elder strength (i.e. the strength

of an elder,
nieu glaowasi - elder strength

The position of the —-si in the final sentence
indicates that the compound is a single semantical unit.
It should however be observed that the plural forms of
these compounds are formally acceptable but uncommon in
everyday usage. ¥ Despite this examples of the plural
forms are included in the following:-—

(a) Zu + ||'are >  Zu-|l'areya - ¥u-|l'areyasi
person + left- > +the human =~ - the human lefthanded-
handed lefthanded-~ nesses
ness.
(b) l'eixa + 'ei > ||'eixa-leiya > ||'eixa-'eiyasi
king + dead the royal the royal deaths.
death :
(c¢) glu + khwi > glu-khwiya > glu-khwiyasi
water heat the water the water tempera-
temperature. tures.
(d) =#wa + el >  #wa-efiwa > zwa-efiwasi
giraffe slow the giraffe the giraffe slow-
slowness nesses.,
(e) glom lx'ae > glom-lix'aeya > glom-ix'aeyasi
winter + ill the winter the winter diseases
disease
(f) dom + g#ei - > dom-g#elya > dom-gtelyasi
burrow + deep the burrow's the burrow's depth
depth

2.2.3. VERB + NOUGH.

A last category of compounds has a verb and a noun
as 1ts constituent words. Many of these compouns have the
noun kx'ao as a member. Thus we may have:s-—

(a) guni -+ kx'ao > guni-kx'ao >  guni-kx'aosi
hunt + man hunter hunters.

(b) llxwa + kx'ao > llx'wa-kx‘'aosi> || 'xwa-kx'aosi
work + man worker workers

*
This problem was not experienced with compounds formed

by:
(i) mnoun + noun (2.2.1)

(ii) verb + noun (2.2.3)
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(¢) ts'ao + kx'ao > +ts'ao-kx'ao
milk + man milker

(d) wi + kx'ao >  wi-kx'ao
help + man helper

(e) ¥%¥i + kx'ao > Zi-kx'ao

(f)

lie man liar

d¥%'aa + kx'ao > d¥'aa-kx'ao
steal + man thief

> ts'ao kx'aosi
milkers

> wi-kx'aogi

helpers

> Zi-kx'aosi

liars

> qd¥aa-kx'aosi

thiefs

A characteristic of the compounds formed with -kx'ao

is that they do not assume the compound ending -a

Besides this semantical fusion of wverbs with the

noun kx'ao we also observed compounds like the following:-

(g) 'eu + lao > ‘eu—-laowa >

trek + buffalo nomadic
buffalo

(h) "0 + da'‘ama > !'oi-da'ama >
herd + child herd

(i) nleri + #Ebe > nleri-+ebeya >
drive+Tswana Tswana driver

(i) Xu'u + l'uri > ku'u-l'uriya >
burn + iron branding iron

(k) n'u'ubu + ='om > nl!u'ubu—+'oma >
grow + baobab growing baobab

(1) lI'hei + dongi > |/'hei-dongi >
draught + donkey draught donkey

(m) n*eni + n'om > n#eni-n'oma >
whet + stone whet stone

(n) ts'ao + Goba > +ts'ao-goba >
milk + Ovambo Ovambo milker

*

leu-laowasi
nomadic buffaloes
'"oi-de'ebiyasi®
herds
nleri-+ebeyasi
Tswana drivers
ku'u-| 'uriyasi
branding irons
nlu'ubu-+'omasi
growing baobabs
I'hei-dongiyasi
draught donkeys

n+eni-n'omasi
whet stones

ts'ao-gobasi
Ovambo milkmen

The nouns that have differentAsingular and plural
forms assume the ending -a and the plural morpheme

~sii-
ts'ao + !'"hwa > +tstao-!'"hwd >
milk + man milkman

ts'ao-nllaeyasi
milkmen
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- 2,3, THE PRONCUNS OF 'Xii.

In order to establish the pronouns of !'X% the nouns
of the initial testing frame were substituted for their re-

spective pronouns:-—

Da'ama ho n'eng > Ha ho ha
The child sees the He sees it.
eland. '

This pronominal substitution was consequently applied
to all nouns of !Xfi, It was found that the potentially
infinite nominal serieg is coumutable with a limited num-
ber of noun substitutes. Being commutable it may be con-
cluded that the finite pronominal and the infinite nominal
seriesg belong to the same syntactical plane. In the follow-

ing discussion we will distinguish between:-

(i) personal pronouns,

(ii) possesive pronouns.

2.3.1. TEE PERSONAL PRCNOUNS.

In the course of the discussion it will become appa-
rent why it is undesirable to discuss the first and second
personal pronouns in conjunction with the personal

pronouns.

2.3.1.1. THE FIRST AND THE SECOND PERSONAIL PRONOUNS.

The substitution of nouns for pronouns revealed that
the nouns and the pronouns of !XU belong to the same ver-
tical syntactical plane. The latser serve as noun sub-
gtitutes and belong to a finite series which is incorporated
into the potentially infinite vertical nominal syntactical
series. We may thus compile testing frames that will sub-
stitute the noun da'asma for the first and . second personal

1o

pronouns (singular and plural,) of !'Iii:-
The child sees the eland > I see the eland
Da'ama ko nleng Mi ho n'eng.
The child sees the eland > You see it
Da'ama ho n'leng > A ho ha

'In this manner the plurals of the first and second

personal pronouns may be established:-
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E ho n'leng )
-1 !
E!a ho n'eng ) We see the eland
M ho n'leng )

)

M!a ho nleng

b
I ho nieng ) You see the eland

I'a ho n'leng)
As 1s illustrated, we identified a long and a con-
tracted form of the plural personal pronouns. Although all
the forms are permissible the shorter forms enjoy preference.

‘Most languages have a formal difference between the
subjectival and the objectival forms of the pronouns. In
order to establish whether this is true for !XU the subject:s
and objecfs of the previous testing frames were transposed:-

Nleng ho mi -~  The eland seces me
Nleng ho a -~ The eland sees youU.

N'leng ho
i

N.eng ho The eland sees us

Nleng ho

B B o o

Nleng ho

, .
Nleng ho i The eland sees you

o
e N e N N N

Nfeng ho i'la

As there is no change in the subjectival and objec-
tival forms of the pronouns it may be concluded that in !X
the difference is svntactical instead of formal. The follow--
ing examplés will illustrate the application of the first and

second personal pronouns:-

(a) Mi korekore 'msi - I warm up the food

(b) G#'hwl gllu'u a -  The dog barks at you

(¢) I'a nlaro mi . —=  You teach me

(d) A Ixao wi-kx'ao ~  You pay the helper

(e) Mi meni ila - I answer you

(f) T!a l'reu lae-kx'ao -~  We call thc hunter

(g) I'a ts'ao peri - You milk the goat

(h) CGumi ixwe e'a . ~ The beast chases us

(i) I |l'eu ts'u -  You thatch the house

(j) E kheruwa n'om ~ We descend the mountain.

2.3.1.2. THE THIRD PERSONAL PRONOUNS.

In the discussion of the third personal pronouns a
distinction was made between:-



5.

(a) +the principles involved in the establishment

of these pronouns,

(b) the principles involved in the separation and

numeration of these pronouns.

2.3.1.2.1. THE PRINCIPLES INVOLVED 1IN THE
< ESTABLISHMENT OF THE THIRD PER-
SONAT, PRONOUNS,

....

Commutaticn between members of the same vertical
plane is permissible. Thus the words of the initial sen-
tence will produce other words belonging to their respec-
tive vertical planes. In other words we may substitute the
nouns da'ama and nleng for any other noun that will make

sense in that particular sentence:-

(a) 'Ae-kx'ao ho nleng - The hunter sees the eland.

(b) Nt!eng ho [|'heu - The eland sees the branch.

(c) Wi-kx'ao ho I§e—kx'ao — The assistant sees the hunter.
(d) Zo ho !'hwid - The bee sees the man.

(e) Da'ama ho zwa - The child sees the marijuana.

It has been illustrated that the pronouns of !XU
may be established by means of the commutative principle.
The application of this principle to the nouns, quoted in
the sentences (a - e) above, produced the following third
personal pronouns:-

(f) !Ae-kx'ao ho n'eng > Ha ho ha
The hunter sees the  He sces it
eland.

(g) Nteng ho ll'heu > Ha ho ka
The eland sees a branch He sces it.

(h) Wi-kx'ao ho 'ae-kx'ao > Ha ho ha

The assistant sees He cees him,
the hunter.
(i) Zo ho !'"hwa > Hi ho ha
The bee seeg the men Tt sees hin
(j) Datama ho zwaa > Ha ho ha
The child sees the e sees 1it.
dagga.

The plural forms of these pronouns are supplied

in the following sentences:-—

(f) Si ho hi > They see them
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"Hi ho ka - They see them
3i ho gi - They see then
Hi ho si - They sce them
31 ho ha - They see them

The data obtained from the commutation of nouns with

pronouns may be sunmarised as follows:—

Noun - >
hunter - 3§e—kx'ao >
eland - nleng >
branch - ll "Theu >
helper - wi-kx'ao >
bee - zo | >
mari juana - Iwag >

their respective personal pronouns.

Pronoun

Singular > Plural

ha > si, sila

ha > hi
ka > ka
ha > gi, sila
hi > hi
ha > ha

In order to eatablish a pattern in this phenomenon the
known !XUl nouns were consecutively substituted for

The original experiment

and the conclusions may be simulated by conducting the sub-
stitution tests with a representative group of nouns. The

following group of sentences will illustrate the establish-

ment of singular pronouns:-

(k)
(1)
(m)
(n)

(o)

(p)
(q)
(r)
(s)
(t)

(u)
(v)

The elder sees me -
The assegai stabs me -
The liar cheats you -
Mothier pitics The -
poor man

The baboon fears the -
fire,

The badgsr likes -

honey.

The lamp burns oil -

The wasp drinks water

My uncle lis%ens to -
the tape-recorder.

The +thief fears work -

I experience difficul-
e

VYo

The hailstone cracks -
the door.

The foliowing sentenc

of the previcus group:-

N!eu ho mi > Ha ho
Tg'euwa !'eng mi >
Ji-kx'ao t3wd a >
Eiya |xoma gllaakhwe

|Wara kwa da'a >
. || 'Hao kare zo >
Nem ku'u nftei >
- N!'hei-leri t8hi >

glu
Mi tsu +e+e Seullwa

DZ'aa~kx'ao kwa lx'

Mi ho glao >

T¢wa 'hara t5'u-ts
~

mi

Ha !'eng ni
Ha tSwéd a

> Ha |xoma ha

Ha kwa hi
Ha kare hi

Hi xu'u ka
Hi +t$hi ka
> Ha #e*e ha

wa > Ha kwa
ka. *

M4 ho ka

'i > Ha !hara

ka..

ez are the plural equivalents
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(k) The elders see us - Nl!cusi ho e > 8i hoe
(1) The assegais stab - Ts'euwasi !'eng e > Hi I'eng e
us. ) |

v

(m) The liars cheat you - Zi-kx'aosi tiwd i > Si t8ws i

(n) Mothers pity the poor - Eiyasi |xoma > 51 |xoma si
men. gllaakhwesi

(o) The baboons fear the - !Wara kwa da'asi > Hi kwa hi
fires, e

(p) The badgers like ~  ||'Hao kare zo > Hi kare hi
honey. '

(q) The lamps burn 0il -~  Nemsi ku'u nleisi > Hi ku'u ka

(r) The wasps drink - N!'hei-leri t$hi > Hi t¥hi ka
water. glu ,

(s) My uacles listen to -~ Mi tsusi ete feullwa > Si exe
the tape-recorders ha

(t) The thieves fear work - DZ'aa-kx'aosi kwa > Si kwa ka

x'wa - -

(u) We experience diffi- E ho glao > E ho ka -
culty -

(v) The hailstore ~  T8wa 'hara t&'u-ts'isi > Ha '‘harc
crack the doors.- - : ka.

By transposing the subjects and objects, in the
singular and plural scntences, it was also ascertained that
there is no differcnce between the subjectival and the ob-
jectival forms of the third personal pronouns. Thus it may
be stated that:-

(a) some pronouns that are ha in the singular become si
in the rlural,

(b) some pronouns that are ha in the singular become hi

in the plural,

——

(¢) some pronouns that are ha in the singular remain ha

in ths plural.

(d) the pronouns that are hi in the singular remain hi
in tae plural,

(e) the prounouns that are ka in the singular remailn
ka in the plural.

Neither the plural coanutatinons nor transpositions
produced anv further addition to the number of personal pro-
nouns.

In the course of the investigation the existence of
sexual gender was not observed in !X, No difference was
observed in the Torm of the pronouns denoting females and

pronouns dencting males.
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My grandmother calls mother -~ Mi tx0 !'eu eiya > Ha !'eu ha
Mother chases the she goat - Eiya !xwe peri di > Ha !xwe ha
The man helps the woman - !'"Hw8g wi dz'heu > Ha wi ha
His aunt fetches water - Ha gllaa hare g!u > Ha hare ka
Kx'ao answers my sister - Kx'aohmeni mi !wi > Ha m;ni ha
‘Thus the !XU pronouns for the third person are:-
ha - si
ha - hi
ha - ha
hi - hi
ka - ka
2.3.1.2.2, THE PRINCIPLES INVOLVED IN THE 3EPA-
RATION AND NUMERATION OF THE THIED
PERSONAL PRONOUNS.
The recoguition of different pronominal categories
implies the existence of different noun categories.* This
classification of nouns, according to their pronominal forms,

leads to the recognition of grammatical gender in !XG. In

other words

a geries of nouns may be identified with each

singular and plural third personal pronoun. The majority
of nouns assuming such pronouns are semantically uniform.
The only excepbtion to the rule is the nouns assuming the

pronouns hi

(1)

- }}z__g..
The noun series assuming the pronouns ha - si
consists of nouns for people.

(1i) The noun series assuming the pronouns ha - hi
contains most nouns for animals, birds, reptiles;
insccts and a minority of nouns indicating miscel-
laneous objects.

¥ By July 1966 I had only discovered some of these pro-

nouns. In a personal communication with Prof. E.O0.J.
Westphal he suppiied me with the following list:

mi - e, I

a - i

ha si

ha - yhi

ka - ka

yhi - yhi

To this list I have been able to add the pronouns ha-ha.
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(iii) The nouns for articles of everyday use,
most plants and a minority of nouns de-
noting miscellaneous objects assume the pro-

nouns ha - ha.

e e

(iv) Miscellaneous nouns assume the pronouns
ni - hi.*

(v) The names for the various parts of animate
and inanimate bodies usually assume the pro-

nouns ka - ka.

I3 wds also observed that 2 minority of plant nemes,
some instruments and other miscellaneous nouns assume these
pronouns. In addition it was also established that all
verbs and adnouns, functioning as nouns, assume the pro-
nouns ka - ka.

All attempts at reaching a satisfactory explana-
tion of the philosophy underlying the noun class division
of !X were frustrated by the minority group of nouns
occuring in some noun classes. These minority groups of
- nouns aSsume.pronouns foreign to those assumed by the se-
mantical majority of a noun class. In other words if some
prlants assume the pronouns ka - ka they constitute a
minority group within the nominal series assuming the pro-
nouns ka - ka because most plants assume the pronouns ha - ha.
We expect this problem to beccme less irksome when'a pgreater

number of nouns has been recorded,

This apparent lack of a grammatical philosophy will
present the student of !X with a serious problem because he
will have to know the personal pronoun of a noun in order to
derive 1ts possessive pronoun or the demonstrative adnoun.

Having established that !XU has different noun
classes we ask curszlves to what noun class a noun compound,
- constituted by nouns from two different noun classes, would
belong. The answer to this question has partly been given
when we observed that the principal meaning of the com-
pounds is situated in the final constituent. The initial
constituent only qualifies the final one. Thus in a com-

pound:—

st e . . — e
- - — ————

* As we have only observed a small number of nouns assuming
the pronouns hi -~ hi we were unable to establish the
semantical natlre ¢T this noun class.



80.

niom-kx'ao - medicine man.
the constituent "man" - "kx'ao" is the semantical nucleus
while nlom - "medicine" only serves to qualify as to what

kind of man we are concerned with. The reader may apply
the same criteria to :-

n'aro-kx'ao - teacher (teach man)
lhwe-kx'ao -~ horse owner.,

The noun kx'ao(-si) assumes the pronouns ha - si.
ka - ka. * The noun lhwe (si) assumes the pronouns ha - hi.

The compounds:-

nlom-kx'ao (-si)
nlaro-kx'ao (-si)
|hwe-kx'ao (-si)

assume the pronouns ha - si because they are also the pro-
nouns assumed by kx'ao(~si) which is the semantical nucleus

of these compounds. In the compound : -
Yu-glaowa - human power

the principal meaning is situated in the noun glaowa while

v EB only serves to qualify "human power" as distinct from
"motor power" or "donkey power". The noun glao(-si)
assumes the pronouns ka-ka, ** while thoo(-si) assumes the
pronouns ha - ha and dongi(-si) assumes the pronouns ha - hi.
However the compounds:-

Zu - glaowa
thoo -~ glaowa
dongi - glaowa

assume the pronouns ka - ka because the principal meaning is
situated in glao which assumes the pronouns ka - ka. Thus
the pronouns assumed by the various compounds will present
no problem when the student bears in mind that their pro-
nouns are derived from.those of the terminating nouns of

compounds.

* It has been noted that verbs, used as nouns, assume
- the pronouns ka - ka.

¥* Adnouns used as nouns assume the pronouns ka - ka.
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. It has been established that the third personal
pronouns of !Xu consist of the following consonant and

vowel sequencess-

Singular Plural
ha si
ha hi
ha ha
hi hi

- ka ka

Because of the concord between the third personal pronouns,
the possessive pronouns, and the demonstrative adnouns, it
was then decided to divide the nouns of !X% into two main
groups. The nouns that assume the singular personal pro-
nouns initiated by h- are regarded as members of noun class
(i)  The nouns assuming the personal pronouns ka - ka

are regarded as members of noun class (ii). Thus we have
the following division:-

(ha - gi
Noun class (i) (ha = hi
(ha - ha
(hi - hi
Noun class (ii) ka ka

The nouns of class (i) were subdivided as follows:-—.

(a) the nouns assuming the pronouns ha-si were numbered (i)a,
(b) *the nouns assuming the pronouns ha-hi were numbered (i)b,
(c) the nouns assuming the pronouns ha-ha were numbered (i)c,
(d) the nouns assuming the pronouns hi-hi were numbered (i)d.

This numeration may also be extended to the pronouns.
Thus the pronouns of: class (i) a are ha - si,
class (i) b are ha  hi¥
class (i) ¢ are ha ha
‘class (i) d are hi hi

Here follows a_tabulation of the first,
second and third personal pronouns of !XU.

= T—

* 1In speech the singular and plural pronouns hi have
the variant ya Vie do not account for ya in the written
language. o
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singular Plural
1st person mi ela,e; m'a, m
2nd a ila, 1
3rd (i)a ha sila, si Applied to nouns de-

noting: people.

(i)b ha hi Applied to nouns de-
noting: most animals,
birds, reptiles in-
sects and a minority
of miscellaneous nouns.

(i)ec ha ‘ha - Applied to nouns de-
noting: household
articles, most plants
and a minority of
miscellaneous nouns.

(i)a hi hi Applied to a miscella-
neous series of nouvns,

(ii) ka ka Applied to nouns de-
noting: parts of
bodies, a minority of
plants, a number of
miscellaneous nouns, .
some instruments and
adnouns functionin
as nouns. : :

In conjunction with the adnominal stems denoting the
numerals 2 and 3 (2.4.1.2.1.2.) it was found that the
short form of the personal pronouns forms a "dual" and a “trial®.

Thus the pronoun:-

‘m'la > m

m+ ts8 > m tsi

we + two > we two

m + nleni > m n'leni

we + three > we three

This appliecs to all the plural personal pronouns. Thus:-

e + te& > e tsi& - we two
i+ nleni > 1 n'leni - you three
si + tsi > si tsd ~  they two (the two of them)

When both the spreaker and the listener know what noun is
substituted by a third personal pronoun, the following
forms of the "dual" and "trial" may be used:-

hi +ts& > hi tsi ~ the two of them (cats)
ha + n'eni > ha n'eni - +the three of them (needles)
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hi + ts& > hi ts& ~ the two of them (shoes)
ka + n'leni > ka nleni -~ the three of them (axes)

The following nouns have been abstracted from the various
noun classes:-

Class (i) a.

eiya ~ mother haharokhwe - twin
tge- - mother tsu - uncle
zZu - Dperson tS'u-nleng - wife
gllaakhwe - poor person da'a-|lom-kx'ao - woodcutter
| teixa - rich person twi - sister
tshi-kx'ao - abstainer ‘o - brother
tx0=g!a -~ brother-in-law Zul 'hwi — Bushman
~da'ama - c¢hild =xae - daughter
n+o'd-kx'ao - medicine luri-kx'ao -~ medicine man
man
Class (i) b.
g!x'eru -~ leopard tsxel - leguan
nleu - lion goru - lizard (sp.)
gla'asi-glleteni - locust Tt -~ Jlong-eared fox
Sp.
n+aa ~ louse n!'hd - mole
kx'uri — louse gleidonaha - mongoose
llate —~ nonkey d'had'hana - moth
g!u—n!eng—z§ni ~ mosquito thoo - motorcar
nenibe = - mosquito euto - motorcar
lemboro ~ rnosguito n| 'hwi - mouse
glom'mtifiya - mosquito d'heu - mushroom
Class (i)ec.
‘'hei ~ steering-wheel nlesba - sjembok
spera - safety pin anri - gjambok
gwi - salt n'heri - s jambok
dibi - galt gEWa, - soap
zaha -  sow se - 804D
nH'hPru - saw n+aha - spinal marrow
'wd 'wa —~ arrow shaft glaaxu - chair
[ xeni - sieve tseri - Chair
tsi - sieve via -~ story
sipa - sileve =hae - sult case
Class (i)d.
£wWa - mat famanga -~ moize
sell - maize meal gllhuu - mncteox
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gxulu - millet glwa - shoe
g+a'a -  milt glwe - shoe
foru -~  oesophagus Z0 - sugar, honey
gubu - omasum fukuri - sugar
g+haol 'al 'ama omasum n#aa - small intestine
s& - powder (body) dere - small intestine
''"huudao - road n!thei-leri - wasp (sp.)
n!ama - footpath | x8-ts'i - wasp sp.
' Class (ii)
Ix'wi-{xeiya - handkerchief  gllubuxu - seat (of a car)
ts'igana - saliva glloba -~ geat (of a car)
{ *hebi ~ scar '-i'u - ghin bone
nlaro-ts'uwa - gchool. hema - shirt
Ixta-ts'i — ghoulder nilufuru - shoulder-blade
HMom - gside tso - sineu
nlo - skin nlgi - nasal mucus
*'ha - sling glxoni - more
(-of quiver)
=1aama - snake kx'a -~ goil
z% ~ small of the !'olobe =~ spine
' back.
The following examples illustrate the application of

the third'personal pronouns-

(a) Mi tshi !xeri -
(b) A ||'hemm n!'hwi -

(c)
(a)
(e)

(£f)
(g)
(h)
(1)
()
(k)
(1)
(m)

(n)
(o)
~(p)
(q)
(r)

Ha gu zo

Ha tom'ma n!'hei -

Ha !'hil eri

Hi ku'u &

Ka ho mi

Niwa n#el-*xeiya ela -~

G+ 'hwi nllom'm i -

= |llx'uwtsa'a si -

Si kx'wa zZo -

Hi nllom'm n#+'hei*em -

Dz 'heu 'm ha -

'"Hwd ho hi -

Sila khwara ka -

""Hw8 za e ts8 -

Gleni gllao i n'eni -

Si tsd grem sell -

I abstain from liguor

You ambush the kudu

He digs the bees

It (dog) approaches the lion

It (hailstone) kills the guinea
fowl.

It (shoe) burns the person.
It (eye) sees me

The cat awakens us.

The dog licks you

The polecat smells them
They search for honey |

The (dogs) lick the spoon.

The woman eats them (wild oran-
ges.)

The man sees them (the meteors)
They untie them (skins)

The man curses the two of us
The flies sit on you three

You two carry maize meal on
the head.
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(s) Hi n'eni |hoo !ae-kx'ao -~ The three of them (lions)
- follow the hunter.

(t) Mi ||'ama ha ts& - I buy two of them (loaves
| of bread.)
(v) E'a *xuru hi n'eni - We scale the three of them
(baobabs).
(v) Ka n'!eni khwi " - The three of them (toes)

are painful.

2.3.2, THE POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS.

The manner in which the !XU express a possessive
relationship was established by applying testing frames of
the following kind:-

I tell ny wife > I tell mine.
My wives carry fire- > Mine carry firewood.
wood

A gimilar substitution of the nouns '"wife" and "wives" with
the noun substitute "mine" produced the following sentences
in !X@is-

Mi !wa mi dz‘heu > Mi 'wa mi ma
Mi dz'heu l!ae da'a > Mi ma 'ae da'a

It may be observed that the singular noun dz'heu -"wife"
assumes the nouns substitute ma . The plural noun d4z'heusi-
wives assume the plural noun substitute hisi. When similar
commutation tests are applied to the nouns of the different
noun classes the testing frames revealed that there are
different noun substitutes for the noun classes.* This phe-
nomenon is illustrated by the following examples:—

Class (i)a

(a) Mi ‘okuru glazaxu > Mi ma kuru glaaxu

My brother makes a Mine makes a chair.
ChLLlY'

E !osi kuru glaaxu > E hisi kuru glaaxu
Our brothers make &> Our's make a chair
chair.

(b) A |l'eixa guni nlo > A ma guni nlo

Your master hunts > Your's hunts the roan.
the roan.

A ||'eixasi guni nlo > A hisi guni nlo .

Your masters hunt Your's hunt the roan
the roan.

gm0 M s St i e Pt Mt e N SO S iRl TS e

— e

* The noun substitutes of the different noun classes are
functionally comparable to the genitive endings -er and -es
in German:-

meincr
meines.
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Class (i) b.

(a) 'Hwd |la'e #xuru g'hetl >  !'Hw& ma #xuru g'he%
The man's monkey scales The man's scales the tree.
the tree.

!'Hwa |la'e #xuru glhei > r'Hw8 hisi #xuru g'lel
The man's monkeys scale The mans scale the tree
the tree.

(b) Guni-kx'ao txa ha n'eng > Guni-kx'ao txa ha ma
The hunter hits his eland The hunter hits his

(¢) Guni-kx'ao txa ha n'engsi * > Guni-kx'ao txa ha hisi
The hunter hits his elands. The hunter hits his'

*

Because of the structure of the sentence:
Goni-kx'ao txa ha n'eng

it is difficult to ascertain whether the ha is:-—
(a) a possessive pronoun meaning "his",
(b) the personal pronoun signifying "eland".

(i) Guni-kx'ao txa ha nl!eng - The hunter hits his
eland.

(ii) Guni-kx'ao txa ha nleng - The hunter hits 'it’
eland.

As the noun n.eng assumes the zero plural morpheme
it follows that the plurals of these sentences sghould
be:

(iii) Guni-kx'ao txa ha nleng - The hunter hits hlS
elands.

(iv) Guni-kx'ao txa hi nleng - The hunter hits 'them'
elands.

The possibility of ambiguity between (i - iii)
is ellmlnated by suffixing the plural morpheme -si to the
noun n.engs-—

Guni-kx'ao txa ha nlengsi. - T%gnhgnter hits his

It may thus be concluded the nouns that normally assume
the zero plural morpheme may, when necessary, assume the
plural morphemne -si. . \
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Class (i)ec.

!Ae euto ‘hasa > 'Ae ma 'haa

'Ae's car runs fAe's runs

‘Ae eutosi 'haa 'Ae masi l'haa
‘Aets cars run TAe's run

Yiaese Ixeni lo'a > i o X% Igt

b4 ! | ineSe ma l!o'a
[X'aSe!s sieve is [Xtaede'sis broken.
broken.

| X'aefe |xenisi kx'oma > |X'aeSemasi kx'omma
[X'aeSe's sieves are | X'aeSe's are broken.
broken.

class (i)d.
Si tda dz'heu #xanu > 8i t8a dz'heu hi

They fetch the woman's They fetch the woman's
book.

Si t%a dz'heu #xanusi > Si t¥a dz'heu hisi
They fetch the woman's They fetch the womans.
books.
Ha ||'ama n'eu xore > Ha |/'ama n'eu hi
She buys the elder's She buys the elder's
belt.
Ha ||'ama n'!eu xoresi > Ha ||'ama n'leu hisi
She buys the elder's She buys the elder's.
belts.

glass (ii)

D¥'aa-kx'ao d¥'aa mi |'ei > D¥'aa-kx'ao d¥'aa mi ga
The thief steals my axe The thief steals mine

DZ'aa-kx'ao d¥'aa mi |'eisi > DZ'aa-kx'ao df'aa mi gasi
The thief steals my axes The thief steals mine

Nlom du~khwiya tx% gleu > Nlom du-khwiya tx% ga
The stone hurts grand- The stone hurts grand-
mothers hand. mother's
N'!lom du-khwiya tx% gleusi > N'!om du-khwiya tx®% gasi
The stone hurts grandmothers The stone hurts grand-
hands. _ mother's.

In the examples.it may be observed that:-

possessions that are nouns belonging to class (i)a
and (i)b assume the possessive substitute ma in the
singular and hisi in the plural,



88.

(ii) possessions that are nouns belonging to class
(i)c assume the possessive substitute ma in the
singular and masi in the plural,

(1iii) possessions that are nouns belonging to class (ii)
assume the possessive substitute ga in the singu-
lar and gosi in the plural

These noun substitutes are called possessive pro-
nouns and may be tabulated as follows:—-

Singular Plural
(1)a ma hisi
(i)b ma hisi
(i)e ma ' masi
(i)d hi hisi
(ii) ga - gasi

The only exceptions in the possessive pronominal pattern
are class (i)c and (i)d. This correspondence between
nouns and possessive pronouns also served an important
function in the establishment of the noun class division.

In the investigation on the genitive in !XW it was
seen that the kinship terminology was denoted by menas of
the contracted lst personal singular pronoun mi. This
clision of -1 in mi is not accounted for in the present

orthography.® It was decided to write:-
Mi =xae inztead of 1Il.#xae - My dauther,
Mi ba . instead of M ba - Ny father.
Mi !o instead of M!o - My brother.
Mi !wi insvead of Mo lwi - My sister
Mi tsu instead of i tsu - My uncle,

In a !X% sentence any nominal (column A below)
may be in a genitive relationship with any noun in (column B).
The nouns of zolumn B may also be substituted by their
possessive pronounsz' The noun class membership of the
possession(column B)will determine the form Qf the possessgive

pronoun.

r——— Fer

* Besides the fact that elision of this nature is not
commendable in an orthography, these examples will
also necegsitate the indication of intonation:-

fi” +xae - my daughter
M +xae -~ our daughter.
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A Yposscssor"

B "possession"

(a) Any noun Any noun may function as a
possession. Each noun class has
¢ (b) ﬁggn?ersonal pro- its particular set of possessive
- pronouns.
Thus class:-
1. mi - ela, es mlamn
. 2. a - ~ila, 1
3. ha - ~gila, si (i)a. has the pronouns ma - hisi
ha - hi (i)b. has the pronouns ma - hisi
ha ~- ha (i)c. has the pronouns ma - masi
hi - i (1)d. has the pronoun hi - hisi
ka - Xka (ii) has the pronoun ga - gasi

Having concluded the discussion of the nominals we

may now.be proceed to the discussion of the adnominals in

‘XU

=

2.4, THE ADNOMINAL STEMS.

When certain nouns and qualifying words were juxta-
posed the occurence or azbsence of transition sounds was ob-
served between the juxtaposed words. The presence or ab-
sence of these transition sounds serve as a criterion for

the grouping of the qualifying words into different cate-

gories., The transition sounds occur between certain quali-
fying words and nouns ending in:-
(i) consonants

(ii) the vowels ~e, —i, -0, -u and -a.
This category of words, functioning as the semantical ex-

tension of nominals, 1s called the'"adnound. The qualifi-

ative extensions are called:—~

(i) descriptive in the case of some adnouns,
(ii) demonstrative in the case of some adnouns,
(iii) referential in the case of some adnouns.

2,4,1. THE DESCRIPTIVE ADNOUNS.

The function of the descriptive adnouns is to gquali-

fy the nominals preceding them. A distinction should be
made between:-

(1)
- (i1)

the regular descriptive adnouns,
the irregular descriptive adnouns.
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2.4.1.1. THE REGULAR DESCRIPTIVE ADNOUNS.

The regular descriptive adnouns are characterised

by the fact that:-

(a) they require a transition -a which assumes the form

of glides -wa or -ya:-

(i) -wa beiween singular nominals, ending in -0 and

-u, and the regular descriptive adnouns.¥

lao + [xwa

buffalo - alive
ts'ao + gileo
milking + difficult
*¥xXanu + g*a

book + old

ntaro + !|zuri
dung--beetle + cunning
nio + || 'hwi

roan + ‘tired

'uilu + t8hin'ei
assegal + sharp
nleu + Zam

elder + emaciated

glaaxu + le'u
chair + white

zeru + =x'ao
cigarette + moist
khu + g#e'l
jump + long

>

>

|aowa |xwa
the live buffalo

ts'aowa glao
the difficult milking

F#xanuwa ga
the o0ld book

niarowa |xuri
the cunning dung beetle.

nlowa ||'hwi
the tired roan

luwa tShin'ei
the sharp assegai

n'euwa Zam
the emaciated elder.

glaaxuwa l!le'u
the white chair

!
zeruwa #x'ao

- the moist cigarette

khuwa g#e'l
the long jump

¥ 1In speech the terminal vowel of the nominal stem is
usually assimilated into the glide:-

zZu + glao >
person + power

Ywa glao (instead of) Zuwa glao.
human power.

This assimilation will not be accounted for in

the orthography.
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(1i) -ya between singular nominals, ending in -e and
-1, and the regular descriptive adnouns:- *

thwe + | 'hom . > |hweya | thom
horse + beautiful the beautiful horse
nle + to > nleya to
measurement + straight the straight measurement
flate + Zo > |lateya Zo
monkey + black ~ the black monkey
+Ebe + ti > Ebeya ti
A Motswana + heavy the heavy Motswana
hi + #aabe > hiya $aabe **¥
it (shoe) + shiny the shiny it (shoe)
g+'hwi + Zam : > g+'hwiya Zam
dog + lean the lean dog
n!thw-!xoi + |x'eu > n!'hwi-!xoiya !x'eu
kudu tail + dry the dry kudu tail
meni + glao | > meniya glao
answer + difficult the difficult answer.
mi + glag > miya g'!ad
I + red the red I

(b) orthographically the transition -a does not occur
between singular nominals, ending in -a, and the regu-

lar descriptive adnominal stems.***
"hwd + nloi > !"hw8 n'loi.
man + cripple ' - the cripple man
gumi-'huwa + ga'u > gumi-‘huwa ga'u
cattle-kraal + clean the clean cattle-kraal
ha + d¥'i > ha aZi
he + wet the wet he

* In speech the terminal vowel of the nominal stem is
usually assimilated into the glide:
t5i + to > t8a to (instead of) t8iya to
thing + straight > the straight thing.

This assimilation will not be accounted for in the
orthography.

** Being nominals the pronouns of !XU may also be quali-
fied by adnouns. In order to accomodate the meaning of
the !XU examples we resort to the direct translation of
the examples of this kind.

¥¥¥ The addition of the transition -a to the terminal -a
of these nominal stems is not clearly and regularly rea-
lized as the sound La:l. For these reasons it was de-
cided not to write:-

!*hwda n'oi - the cripple man



| thei~-dongiya + Ix'eu
draught donkey + ugly
Samanga + ta® |
maize + swe;t

a + n'gi

you + cripple

(v)
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ll'Thei-dongiya Ix'eu
the ugly draft donkey

‘Samanga ta®

the sweet maize

a nloi
the cripple you

the transition -a is required between singular nomi-

nals, ending in consonants, and the regular descrip-

tive adnouns:-

nem'm + Zao
black-korhaan + blind
Prom + lell
porqupine + ill
lom +-n!'thwi

chopping + wrong

*'om + l'hara

baobab -+ cracked

niom + ts'ana
-medicine + raw

nleng + n'om

“raisin (Grewia sp.)
+ ripe.

| feng + #'aama
blood + sticky

n#¥eng + kx'eni
python + lucky

nleng + nl'eng
eland + delicious

lI'eng + khwara
knot + loose

(a)

>

nem'ma Zao

the blind black korhaan.
Teli

the sick porqupine

oma +

loma n!thwi
the wrong chopping

#'oma 'hara
the cracked baobab

nloma ts'ana
the raw medicine

nlenga nlom

the ripe raisin

{'enga +'aama
the sticky blood

n+enga kx'eni
the lucky python

n'enga nl'eng
the delicious eland

l'enga khwara
the loose knot

the transition -ga is required between all plural =

nominals and the regular descriptive adnouns.*

" ————— f——
——

¥  The
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'Xti nominals with identical singular and plural

forms ending in -sa do not require the transition
~sa when used in the plural:-

n'larosa + dZ'i >
chameleon + green
kherekheresa + tag >

sweet + sweet

n'arosa dZ'i

the green chameleon (-s)
kherekheresa tag

the sweet sweet (-s)
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- The following examples are the plural equivalents
for the examples used in the rules a, b and c above:-=

fao + Ixwa > Jlaosa |xwa
-buffaloes + alive the live buffaloes
tstao + glao - > ts'aosa glao

milkings + difficult the difficult milkings
Fxanusi + g*a > *xanusa g+a

books + old the old books

nlaro + |xuri > nlarosa lxuri

dung beetles + cunning the cunning dung-beetles
nlo + ||'hwi > - nlosa ||'hwi

roans + tired ~ the tired roans

'wlusi + tShin'ei > 'wiusa tdhinlei
assegais - sharp the sharp assegais
nleusi + Zam > nleusa Zam

elders + emaciatéd the emaciated elders.
glaaxusi + le'u > glaaxusa le'u

chairs + white the white chairs

zeru + *#x'ao > gerusa *x'ao
cigareites + moist the moist cigarettes.
khusi + g*e'l >  khusa g*e'lya

jumps + long the long jumps

lhwesi + | 'hom > |hwesa | 'hom

horse + beaztiful the beautiful horses
nlesi + %o > nlesa to

measurement + straight the straight measurements
llate + ¥o latesa %o

monkeys + black the black monkeys.
*Bbesi + ti > #Ebesa ti

Batswana + heavy " the heavy Eatswana

hi + =aabe > hisa #aabe

they {shoes) + shiny the shiny they, (shoes)
g+'hwi + Zam g+'hwisa Zam

dogs + lean ' the lean dogs
n!thwi-!xoi-lixieu > n!'hwi-!xoisa !x'eu
kudu-tails + dry the dry kudu tails
menisi + gl.ao > menisa glao

answers -+ difficult | the difficult answers



e + g.al > esa glai
we + red the red we
nH%e + nloi > nllaesa n'loi
men cripple the cripple men
gumi-'huwasi + ga'u > guni-lhuwasa gacﬁ
cattle kraals + clean the clean cattle kraals
si+ dZ'i > gisa dZ'i
they + wet the wet they
lthei-dongiyasi + Ix'eu > ||'hei-dongiyasa Ix'eu
draft donkeys + ugly the ugly draft donkeys.
famanga + ta® >  Samangasa ta®
maize + sweet the sweet maize
i+ nloi > isa nloi
you + cripple the cripple you
nem'm + Zao > nem'msa %ao
black~korhaans + blind the blind black-korhaan
ftom + lell > omga lell
porcupines + 11l the sick porcupines
Homsi + n!ihwi > ||onsa n!thwi
choppings + wrong the wrong choppings
*'omsi + !hara >  #'omsa !hara
baobabs + cracked the ¢racked baobabs
nlomsi + ts'ana > nlomsa ts'ana
medicines + raw the raw medicines
nleng + n'om > nlengsa n'om
raisins (Grewia sp.) + the ripe raisins

ripe
[ 'eng + #'aama > | fengsa + *'aama
bloods + sticky the sticky kinds of blood
n+eng + kx'eni > n*engsa kx'eni |
pythen + lucky the lucky python
n'eng + nl'eng > nlengsa nl 'eng
elands + delicious the delicious elands
ll'eng + khwara >  ||'engsa khwara

knots + loose

the loose knots

The following series of words consists of regular ad-
The regular adnominal radicals require the
and 4 above,

nominal radicale..
application of the transition rules a, b, c,



alive - |xwa

bad - Ix'eu
bald - =+ht

bald - +haana
beautiful - | 'hon
bitter - gl!a'g
black - %o

blind - Zao

blue - leli

blue - leng
blunt - dZforo
blunt - ax°'
blunt ~ tSo'a
broad - %ao
brown - glad
burst - ‘hara
centre - ||'emi
centre - nzhuu(si)
centre - Ilx'acku
Cclean gg'u
coarse gix'aa
cold ety
cooked - n'lom
cracked - 'hara
cripple - n!gi
crippie — g#+om
crooked - n!'hwi
cunning - xuri
cunning - khaé
dead ~ !tona
decayed - lwi
deep - gwe'y
deep ~ g*e'ng
diffi- - glao
cult

dirty - Ixfuri
distant - *x&
distant - 'hem
dry - Ixteu
dumb ~ nllod

95,

limping -
limping -~
long -
loose -
loose -
lost -
lucky -
middle -
middle -
middle -
miserly -
moist -

naughty -

new -
new -
nice -
obstinate

n'leni

g+om

g+e'l

nanani

~
1

A
~]'A

0.'0

nla

kx'eni

| "emi

n+huu(si)
llxtaeku
kx'%
+x'ao

njl'thoo

ze

zae

nil 'eng

+thwi

01ld (humens) - g#a
0ld (things) - #'eng

old -

over ripe
over:ripe
painful
pensile
piebald
poor

poor

red

rich

ripe

"rotten

rough
salty
sated

shiny
ghiny
sick
sick

g

- slack(-bow-

string)

swind
n!'hobo
khwi
X0r0X0ro
glleteni
nlem

lad

gled
|teixa
n'om

‘wi
glx'taa

*0l

llx'aa

#gabe
lhallhabe
Ix'ae
leli
theu
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dumb - +habo slow - eli, *'eu
easy - swE - smell badly - llx'%
emaciated - Z?m - llx'u
empty - Ix'euwa smoothe - g+'hei
enough —- xlell soft -~ swi |
exhausted - n=+hem sour - n#oi
expensive - glao split - !h;ra
far - 4X8 sticky - *'aama
far - !hem stingy - kx'9%
fat -~ t3h1 : stinking - llx'u
fat - tSing straight - to

fast - nlo'o strong - glao
fast - !'hge stupid - #'hwi
fierce - t8hin'lei sufficient - +'ell
fine -~ d'heud'heuwa sweet - jgé
foul-smelling - |Ix'd tall - ge'i
full - gle'd tame - nlom
full - gle'ng tepid - {I'3
generous - ||'eng thin - lu'i
green (colour) - dZ'i thirsty - lem
green (unripe - ts'ana tired - | 'hwi
hard ~ glao unlucky - !xo
heavy - ti ugly - Ixteu
high - gre'l unripe - ts'ana
high - g*e'ng underdone - Us'ana
holed ~ | Thuru vari-coloured - glle'eni
holy - ga'o vari-coloured -~ gl!xom
hot - khwi warm - khwi
hungry - |labe weak - |x'alx'ana
hungry - llaa weak - || 'oba
ill - Ix‘ae wet AR
ill - lel white - le'u
inexpen- - swi yellow - Lell
sive © yellow - leng
last - twandi

lecherous - tad, n.om | -

lean ~ Zanm -

light - 5wi ' -

)

By putting testing fromes of the following” strueture

to the informant

The running beast,
The burning chair.
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it was established that all the verbs of !Xl may function as
regular descrintive adnouns. This implies that the regular

adnominal series is potentially infinite.* The following

examples. illustrate the formation of the adnominal clause in

Xt~

gumi + ‘haa
beast + running
lhwe + 'm

horse + grazing

glaaxu + ku'u
chair + burning

X0 4+ u
elephant + walking

ara + ts'a

friend + sleeping

Fwa + leu

giraffe + trekking
n+'thei+em + lxtwa

spoon + working

zoom + n'lom

bee + flying
nleng + lei
eland + dying
nteng + #xuru
python + scaling

Gumiya 'haa

the running beast
lhweya 'm

the grazing horse

glaaxuwa ku'u
the burning chair
!xowa u

the walking elephant

tara ts'a
the sleeping friend

+wa leu
the trekking giraffe

> n#+'heizema ||x‘wa

the working spoon

zoSoma n'om

the flying bee
nienga ‘el

the dying eland

n*enga #xuru
the scaling python

The verbs, in the cxamples quoted above, are used

intrasitively.

It was established that the verbal stems,

occuring in adnominal clauses, may also be used transitively:-~

20 <t st - - ooraman, s

o
t— ]

*¥ Besides serving as a structural marker for the regular
adnominal series the transition -a also serves to dis-
tinguish the adnominal clauses from sentences:-

Guaiyalhaa -
Gumi !'haa -

Glaaxuwa ku'u
G.|aaxu ku'u

‘N+'heitema flxtvia

The running beast
The beast runs.

~ The burning chair.
-~ The chair burns.

The working spoon

N#+'hei*em |lx'wa — The spoon works.
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Zuwa kwa nlhei #xuru glhei
The person who fears a lion scales a tree.

Gx'hwiya gu !'hei gllu'u mi
The dog that caught the hare barks at me.

Xowa !o'a {l'heu 'm ka
The elephant that broke the branch eats it

Ha !om nllobeya !xei ha gleu
He buries the glass that cut his hand.

Glwi !xwe #hema ‘hfi hi da'ama
The hyenas chase the ostrich that had killed their cub.

|Eri ho n#enga doni dom
The jackal sees the python that enters the burrow.

Like the regular adnouns the adnominal clause also
require the transition -sa when the noun they qualify is

~plural. The plural forms of the previous singular examples
are:

Zusa kwa n!'hei #xuru gl'hei

The persons who fear a lion scale a tree

G+'hwisa gu !'hei gllu'u mi
The dogs that caught the hare bark at me

!Xosa lo'a H’heu'5m ka
The elephants that broke the branch eat it.

Ha !om nilobesa !xei ha gleu
He buries the glasses that cut his hand.

Glwi !xwe +hemsa 'h% hi da'ama
The hyenas chase the ostriches that killed their cub.

|Eri ho n#engsa doni dom
The jackal sees trat the pythons that enter the burrow.

The followirg examples will illustrate the appli-
cation of the descriptive adnominal structure:-
(a) Mi #xae ||iama !xeiya dZ'i - My daughter buys a green
cloth.

(b) Yul'nwisi 'hii g*'hwiya kx'ae +0 — The Bushmen kill
the guilty dog.

(c) EKx'ao gu emera gle'l - Kx'ao takes the full bucket.
(d) +Ebeya ll'eng wi ha -~ The generous Motswana helps him,
(e) |'Hwa 'm ‘msa tsana ~ The pig eats the unripe food.

(f) !Xo gu-tssu g!'heiya ti -~ The elephant 1ifts the heavy
tree,
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(g) |X'aeSe #xuru ¥Xema g+e'l - {X'ae¥e scales the tall
windmill,
(n) Thoowa |'huru ||'hwiya - The holed tin leaks...
(i) Mi tsuwa !ell geya nlom-ts'uwa -~ My sick uncle stays
in hospital.
(i) Zuwa Kx'ae £'eng ||'ama peri - The intelligent person
buys a goat.

(k) Da'a Zu'u ha !xeiya g'!xom - The fire burnt her vari-
coloured cloth.

(1) I|Heruwa !e'u kare g+u'u - The white pig likes millet.

(m) Ha lore #xanuwa left ~ He writes on the yellow paper.

(n) Da'ama kwa gumisa dZ'hufi - The child fears the bumping
~ beast.

(o) I n+eu nloresa 'hem - You go to a distant country.

(p) Si li*eng kheriya {|'hwi - They tie-up the tired pig.

(q) Mi 'ebi dongiya n'om - I ride the tame donkey.

(r) Dz'heu ma kheu n'engsa swini - The girl picks the over-
ripe raisins.

2.4.1.2. THE TIRREGULAR DESCRIPTIVE ADNOUNS.

The majority of descriptive adnouns regquire the
fransition -a as discussed in the rules of (2,4.1.1.) above.
Because of this regular feature it was decided to call them
the regular descriptive adnominal stems. Besides these ad-
nominal stems we also observed a minority group of descrip-
tive adnouns that do not require the -a transition. Be-
cause of the irregularities withing this group it was
decided to call them the irregular descriptive adnominal
stems. We recognise various groups of ".rregular descrip-

tive adnouns.!

2.4,1.2.1. THE IRREGULAR DESCRIPTIVE ADNOMINAL
STEMS NOT REQUIRING THE TRANSITION
=~ .

This group should be subdivided into:-
(i) radicals that are unaffected by the number of
' the nominal,

(ii) radicals that may dnly be applied with singularv
or plural nominals.
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2.4,1.2.,1.1. THE RADICALS THAT ARE UNAFFECTED
BY THE NUMBEZR OF THE NOMINAL.

The following adnominal radicals are not affected by
the singularity or plurality of the nominals qualified by them:-

Nleng - inside | thwd - real
Ita - old £'aj - reeking
di - under #leng - old
x'a ~ inside 'y - Dbeside
Za -  good ai - female

The adnominal constructions containing these -
radicals are as follows:s-

l'ei + Z8 > ['ei Z&

axe + good the good axe
['eisi + %3 > ['ei ¥8s1 ¥

axes + good the good axes.
ts'u + nleng > t8'u nleng

house -+ inside ~ 1inside the house
t&tusi + leng > t5'u nlengsi
houses + inside inside the houses
hi + 4% >  hi a3

it (mat) + under under it (mat)

hi + 4z > hi disi

them (mats) + under under them (mats)
Zu + | 'hwa > zu | "hwd

person + real the real person
Zu + | 'hwd > u | 'hwasi * *
persons -+ recal the real persons

*¥ In conjunction with plural nominals these descriptive
adnoninal stems require the plural terminal morphemes
-si or -si in the case of Z& - "good" and di - "female".

As many of the utterances of this section can not be
translated we content ourselves with the nearest Eng-
lish trenslation,

*¥  The !XU commonly call themselves Zu | 'hwas? - 'the real
people' TFor the purposes of the noun 'Bustman' we dis-—
regard our disjunctive orthography and write Zul 'hwa( (si).
The number of the noun Zu - person is denoted by a
difference in tone. _
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datama + #+'ag > da'ama *'af -

child + reek the reeking child
de'ebi + *'ad > de'ebi #'afsi
children -+ #'aa ‘the reeking children
nem + *'eng > nem #'eng

lamp + old the old lamp

nemsi + #‘ong > nem #'engsi

lamps + old the old lamps

lore-glhelya + !‘a > |ore~glheiya !'a

pencil -+ old the old pencil.

lore~glheiyasi + !'a > |ore-glheiya !'asi

pencils + old the old pencils.
glu + Ix'a > glulixta

water + inside inside the water
glusi + Ix'a > glu !xtasi

waters 4 inside inside the waters
thoo + !& > thoo !'a

car + side begide the car
thoosi + !& > too !dsi

cars + side beside the cars

The following examples illustrate the application

of the adnominal stems that do not require the transition

—22-

(a)
(b)

(c)
(a)
(e)
(1)
(g)

(n)

(1)
(3)

Ha kare nlao Za -~ He wants a good rifle

Niom geya dom n'leng - The springhare lives inside a
~ burrow.

Mi gleu nleng khwi - The palm of my hand pains.

E ts8 nleri thoo !'a - We two drive the old car
+wa ts'a thoo aI -- The dog sleeps under the car.
Mi lo %¥%hi !xeri |'mwd - My brother drinks real liquor.
!"Hom ||x'%-tza'a kanileli +'2d - The leopard smells
' » the stinking pig.

Da'a--llom-kx'ao kx'ae peri disi - The woodcutter has
she goats.

| "Bu geya g'!u !x'a - The fish live in the water.
Ha niebu tS5'u 8 ~ He sweeps beside the house.
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2,4.1.2.1.2, .RADICALS THAT MAY ONLY BE APPLIED
WITH SINGULAR OR PLURAL NOMINALS

(i) The adnominal radicals that may only be applied
with singular nominals are:-

|'e - self,selfsame,
niwi - one, next, certain
nie'e - one, single

(ii) The following adnominal radicals may only be
applied with plural nominals:-

tsd - two
n'eni - three,
'xare - few,
gesi - few

The adnominal constructions constituted by these
radicals are formed as follows:-

zel + ['e > .zeI |'e

gland + self the gland itself
sai + niwi > sai nilwi

canvas + next the next canvas
Fu + nle'e > Zu nle'e

person + one the one person

nlere + tsa > nlere tsi
hailstone + two ~ the two hailstones

tédwa + n'leni > tiwa n'leni

hailstone + three, The thro2e hailstones.

tha + !xare >  tha Ixare
kafir orange + few, A few kafir oranges.

Swana + Ix'orohm > $wana [x'orohm

loin-cloth + few a few loin-cloths
lho-se + gest > |ho-se gesi
mirror + few a few mirrors

The following sentences illustrate the application

of these adrnominal stemss-—

(a) Kx'ae |'e wi mi - Xx'ao himself helped me,
(b) |En niwi ha d¥'aa mi 'ha - One day he stole my meat.

(e¢) Yu nle'e gu-tseu |/'heu - One person lifted the
branch. ‘



(a)
(e)
(£)

(g)
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E ts8 u-lae - We two go hunting
Gumi n'eni ||'hei thoo — The three beasts draw the car.

The-kx'ao kare !w8!wd Ixare - The hunter wants a few
- : arrow shafts.

Xx'ao ||'ama g!0 gesi - Kx'ao buys a few pounders.

2.4.1.2,2, THE IRREGULAR ADNOMINAL STEMS THAT
REQUIRE THE TRANSITICON -a.

Unlike the previous group of irregular adnominal stems

this group requires the transition -a. They differ from the

regular adnominal stems in that they have sererate singular

and plural forms of the adnominal stems. This is illustrated

by the following:-

Singular Plural
ts'ena - small ts'eamhi - small
lei - dead lao - dead
lotg - broken kx'oma - broken
lota - broken xeil - broken
lota - broken n!§a - broken 1
nla'a - big taeya - big
looma —~ short 'ooamhi ~ short
glei ~ clean (washed) gle'i - clean (washed)
g:0 ~ male ~ nllac - males
shei - many |x'orohm -- few

The adncminal constructions consiituted by these

radicals are formed as follows:—

nleng + ts'ema > nlenga tsiema ¥

eland + small the small eland

nfeng+ts'eanhi > nlengsa +tg'eamhi
elands + small the small elands
*

The adnominal stems ts'ema and ts'eamhi have the con-

tracted forms ma and mhi.  The contracted forms are
more commonly used than the full forms. The contracted
adnominal stem ma is only applied to singular nominals

and does not require the transition -a:-

‘nleng + ma > nleng ma
eland + emall the small eland.
nleng + mhi > n'engsa mhi

elands -+ small the small elands
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t8em + lei > t&ema lei _
roller+ dead the dead roller (Lilac-breasted)
t8em + loa > t&temsa lao

rollers + dead the dead rollers

+*hae + l!o'a > +haeva !o‘a

suit case + broken the broken suit case.
+haesi + kx'ona > +haesa kxioma *

suit cases + broken the broken suitcases.
ni + nlata > mniva nlata

I+ big "~ the big I

ela + laeya . > elasa laeye **

we - big the big we

zao + !oome > gzaowa'ooma

hose - shorid, small the short hose

zaosi + !oomhi > zacsa !ooamhi
hoses -+ short, small +the short hoses.

£

F3

*

< - e

The adnoun kx‘oma has the synonyms xel and n'laa.
o o ot . - n—— A
These synonyms are aprlied exactly like the adnoun
kx omas-
=haega xel . , .
)The broken suit cases
rnaesa nlaa )
P
When plural pronourns are qualified by regular
and irregular (b) adnouns they require the
transition -ga.  The pronoun e.a has the syno-
nyms €, 02 znd n :
Thus we may have?d-
esa lasya )
m'asa laeya) the big we.
mge laeya ) '
<% The adrocun !'co - "shori' is supported by the

consraction ©f the stem tsiema — 'small!'.
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nlvu + glei > nluuwaglei

bowl + cleanly washed the cleanly washed bowl
nluusi + gle'i > nluusa gle'i

bowls + cleanly washed =~  the cleanly washed bowls.
!'hom + #hei > !'homsa #hei *°

leopards + many ' the many leopards.

leisi + I[x'orohm > leisa |[x'orohm

pounding blocks + few the few pounding blocks..

The following examples will illustrate the application
of the irregular adnominals stems that require the transition

-3 .

(a) Glwega ts‘ema o ha hi. > Gl!wesa tseamhi o ha hisi

The small shoe is his, The small shoes are his..

(b) Kx'ao |wa kwa n'heiya 'ei;> Kx'ao |wa kwa ih!'heisa lao
Kx'ao does not fear the Kx'ao does not fear the
dead lion. dead lions.

(¢) Ha ku'u n'aowa !o'a, > Ha ku'u n'aosa kx'oma.

He burns the broken bow, He burns the broken bows.

(d) +%be kx'wa zaowa !o'a, > +Fbe kx'wa zaosa xei
The Tswana searches for The Tswana searches for
the broken hose. broken hoses.

(e) Dz'heu gu-tseu nluuwa l!o'a.> gqégeg*nl'hwi-thwi niuusa

The woman lifts the broken Thé women 1ifts the broken
bowl. bowls.

(f) E!'a 'nti !'oma n'la'a > Ela 'mll !'omsa l!aeya
We killed a big porgupine We killed big porqupines.
(g) Thema n#ei-!ltama n'aba !ooma, > Thama n#ei-||'ama n'!abasa

'ooamhi

The Herero sells a short

s jambok. The Herero sells short
s jamboks.

(h) Mi #+xoe {lu !xeiya glei. > Mi *xae |lu !xeisa gle'l
My daughter hangs the My daughter hangs the
clean cloth. clean cloths.

(i) - - Zusa *hei geya #Ebe-n'!ore

Many people live in Bot-
swana.

* It is semantically impossible to apply the adnominal

stems s -
#hel -~ many
ixtorohn - few

to singular nominals.
See (301.’)10)

* %
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(3) - |Warasa |x'orohm #xuru | 'ana
A few baboons scale the camelthorn
tree,

By the suffixation of a terminal -a bothe the regular
and irregular adnominal stems may be used as nouns belonging
to class (ii). This terminal -a:-

(1) becomes ~wa in the case of adnominal stems ending in

-0 or -Uu,

(ii) becomes —ya in the case of adnominal stems ending in

-e or -i, : |

(iii) remains -8 1n the case of adnominal stems ending in
‘ consonants,
(iv) is not written in the case of adnominal stems ending
in -a . '
This implies an additional increase in the number

of nominal stems 0f !Xu:

nlo'o + a > nlotowa el + a > [{eflwa
fast speed blue ‘blueness
ze + -a > zeya +#hei + -a > +#heiya
new ' newness many abundance
Yam + -a > ¥ama 2XE >  #x8

el Pal N

lean leanness distant distance

2.4.2. THE DEMONSTRATIVE ADNOUNS.

The demonsirative adnouns, as was previously establish-
ed, give risz to the demonstrative qualification of. the .
nominals in !XU. The demonstrative adnouns were established
by putting testing frames of the following structures to the
informants:-

This .child secs the eland - Da'ama he ho n!leng.
These children see the eland — De'ebisa he ho n'leng.

That book burns - FXanuwa to'a ku'u
Those books burn -~ #Xanusa tola ku'u.

I fear yonder lion - Mi kwa n'heiya vuto'a.
We fear yonder lions -~ ZEl!a kwa n!theiya uuto'a.

The commutation of the nouns in these testing
frames with the nominals of !Xl revealed the following
characteristics of the demonstrative adnouns:-

(i) they assune the post nominal position,
(1) +hey requirc the transition -a according to
the rules a, b, ¢ and d as discussed in (2.4.1.1.)
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(iii) the demonstrative adnouns "that" - tc’a and

"yonder" - uuto'a remained unchanged when jux-

taposed with various nominals,

(iv) +the demonstrative adnouns "thisﬁ assumed the form

he in the case of class (i) nouas and ke in the

e

case of class (ii) nouns,

in the spoken language the demonstrative adnouns
are usually accompanied by some demonstrative

gesture,

The following examples will illustrate the charac-

teristics of the demonstrative adnouns when used in conjunc-

tion with the noun classes:;- ¥

Class (i)a.

The singular and plural nouns of class (i)a assume

the demcngtrative adnoun he:-

G+'hwiya he lhoo mi - This dog follows me
G+'hwisa he 'hoo el!a - These dogs follow us

+Ebe he kxiece da’'a - This Motswana has matches

+Ebesa he kx'ae da'a — These Batbtswana have matches.

Zuwa he |lu #='aama - This person steps on a snake

Zusa he |lu =fasamhi = - These persons step on snakes.

{ 'Hewa he !'xwe niwa ~ This friend chases the cat.

| '"Hosa he !xzwe nlwa -~ These friends chase the cats.
zAra he nllebu t&i!'a ~ This friend shakes out the kaross

+Arasa he nllebu t3i''asi - These friends shake out the

karosses.

*

We will only give examples of the demonstrative
acdnouns '"this" because the demonstrative adnouns
"that'" and "yonder":-

(a) remain the same in conjunction with all
noninals.

(b) are commutable with the adnouns "this".
The discussion of the adnominal stems will be

concluded with a simultaneous application of the
demonstrative pronouns "this'', "that" and "yonder".
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T§'u-n‘enga he gu dom. - This spouse digs a hole.
T5'u-n'‘engsa he gu domsi - These spouses dig holes.
''"Hw8 he g'!xoni !ulu. ~ " This man throws the assegai.
Nllaesa he g'!xoni 'u'usi. - These men throw the assegais.
Da?ama he ||x'aellx'ae da'a. - This child gathers firewood.
De'ebisa he |ix'aellx'ae da'asi - These children gather firewood.

The first and second persoral pronouns also assume the

transition -a:-

Miya he ho n!eng. - This I see the eland.

E'asa he ho n'eng. -~ This we see the elands.
A he gu n'ao -~ This you take the bow,.
Isa he n!l'hwi n'aosi.* - This you take the bows.

Class (i)b.

The singular and plural nouns of class (i)b assume
the demonstrative adnoun he:-

'Alariya he nlei #8. - This black ant bites the antlion.

[Alarisa he n'ei *Bsi. - These black ants bite the antlions.

| "Hw8 !o'a nllobeya he. - The pig breaks this bottle.

| '"Hw& xei n|lobesa he. -~ The pigs break these bottles.

T%uwa he 'm goru. ~ This hornbill eats the lizard.

T¥usa he 'm goru. ~ These hornbills eat the lizards.

Guni-kx'ao kx'wa !xowa he. - The hunter looks for the
elephant.

Guni-kx'aosi kx'wa !xosa he. - The hunters look for these

elephants.
N'!arosa tsem zwazwa he. - The chameleon stalks this fly.

N'larosa tsem zwazwasa he. The chameleons stalk these flies.

- Mi dz'heu kare !'oma he. =~ My wife wants this porcupine.
Mi dz'heusi kare !'omsa he. - My wives want these porcupines.
N+enga he 'hli kx'ara, - This python killed the impala .
N#engsa he !'08 kx'ara, - These pythons killed the impalas.

Class (i)c.

The singular =2nd plural nouns of class (i)c assume the

demonstrative adnouns he:-

* See (3.1.1.)
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Ha niwd n!'hwiya he. - He cooks this potato.

Si nlwd nl'hwiya he. . - He cook these potatoes.

Datama !o'a |ho-seya he. The child breaks this mirror.

De'ebi xeil lho~sesa he, - The children break these mirrors.

The medicine man takes this
bloodletting horn.,

he. -

Nlom~kx'ao gu llebuwa he.

The medicine man take these
bloodletting horns.

Niom-kx'aosi ni'hwi |lebusa
N'leu H'héi Sorowa he. - The elder smokes this tobacco.

Nleusi H'héi Sorosa he. - The elders smoke these tobaccoes.

Sculwa he ge'e - This tape recorder sings.

Seullwasa he ge'e. - These tape recorders sing.

Mi !o ||tama g'hema he. - My brother buys this bed.

Mi losi ||'ama g'hemsa he. - My brothers buy these beds.
Class (i)d.

The singular and plural nouns of class (i)d assume the
demonstrative adnoun he:
His daughfer brought this
sugar.

His daughters brought these
sugars.

Ha #xae teni $ukuriya he. -

Ha #xaesY teni Sukurisa he., -

tsu kheu l|lxweya he.

A
A tsusi kheu llxwesa he.

Tsemkx'ao t35a seliwa he.

Tsemkx'ao tsa sefisa he.

Zowa he o Nama hi.

Your uncle kindles this fire.
Your uncles kindle these fires.
Tsemkx'ao fetched this maize
meal.

Tsemkx'ao fetched these maize
meals,

This honey is the Nama's.

Zosa ho o Nama hisi. - These honeys are the Nama's.

The
The

'"HAwd khara

Nng khara =wasa he. -

wa he. - man spreads this mat.

man spread these mats.,

The

The monkeys descend these
baobabs.

Class (ii)

The singular and plural nouns of class (ii) assume the

lIAte kheru ='omahe., - monkey descends this baobab.

IAtesi Kheru #'omsa he -

demonstrative adnoun ke:

Téhiya ke o guni-kx'ao ga. - This arrow is the hunters.

Tthisa ke o guni-kx'ao gasi. - These arrows are the hunters’

'Wa#+e ke - !'oma. - This ear is deaf.

"Waxesa ke !'‘oma. - These ears are deaf.
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Bao kuru | '‘tUiwa ke, - Bao makes this bow.
Balo kuru | 'fisa ke, - Bao makes these bows.
N+o-kx'ao n*gri nloma ke. - The medicine man stirs this

medicine.

N+o-kx'aosi n#ori niomsa ke,- The medicine men stir these
s medicines.

!"Heiya ke n#ei-telt mi, - This waiting angers me
‘!Heisa ke n#ei-telt ela, -~  These waitings anger us.
Nlarowa ke wi Zul 'hwi, - This learning helps the Bush-
man.
N'aros ke wi Zul *hwlsi - These learnings help the
Bushmen.
*E'uwa ke ‘hQ *'asma, - This cold kills the snake.
«E'usa ke !'wd #'camhi. - These colds kill the snakes.
Dz 'heu kare =+aabeya ke, =~ The woman likes this shine.
Dz 'heusi kare =#aabesa ke.- The women like these shines.,
N|'enga ke tswi a. - This pleasure deceives you.
Nl 'engsa ke tswa i. - These pleasures deceive you.

Wie have observed that the demonstrative adnoun for

the singular and plural nouns of:-—

class (i)a (ha-si) is he,
class (i)b (ha-hi) is he,
class (i)c (ha-ha) is he,
class (i)a (hi-hi) is he,
class (ii) (ka-ka) is ke.

The discussion of the demonstrative adnouns may be
concluded with examples of the simultaneoué application of
the demonstrative adnouns:- '"this" - he, kej

"that" - to'a and "yonder" -
uuto'a: -~

(a) Gumiya he |lwa o ha to'a o ¥uwa uuto'a ma
This eraser not that one is yonder person's.

(b) Gumisa he |wa o hisa tofa o Zuwa uuto'a hisi
These erasers not those are yonder people's.

(c¢) Xoreya he lwa o hiya to'a o gumiya uuto'a hi.
This thong not that one is yonder beast's,

(d) Xoresa he lwa o hisa to'a o gumisa uuto'a hisi.
These thongs not those ones are yonders beasts'.

(e) Dz'heuwa he 'wa o ha to'a o nleuwa uuto'a ma.
This woman not that one is younder elder's,



111.

(f) Dz'heusa he |wa o sisa to'a o n'eusa uuto'a hisi.
- These women not those ones are yonder elders.

(g) Xeiya he |Iwa o ha to'a o lae-kx'aowa uuto'a ma
These loaves of bread not those ones are -yonder hunters.

(h) Xeisa he |wa o hasa to'a o lae-kx'aosa uuto'a masi.
These loaf of bread not thosec ones are yonder hunters.

(i) Nioma ke lwa o ka to'a o n#d-kx'aowa uuto'a ga
This medicine not that is younder medicine man's.

('j) Nlomsa ke [wa o kasa to'a o n*o-kx'aosa uuto'a gasi.
These medicines not those ones are yonder medicine men's.

2.4.3. THE REFERENTIAL ADNOUNS.

Structurally there is no difference between the de-
monstrative and the referential adnouns. The only diffe-
rences are in the application of the two kinds of adnouns:-

(a) The demonstrative adnouns are applied to visible
persons and things while the referential adnouns
are applied to absent but known persons and
things.

(b) The demonstrative adnouns require demonstrative
gesticulations while the referential adnouns
gualify the discussed peréon or thing by a
previous reference,

The application of the referential adnouns is illus-
trated by the following passage:-
Gwaha Zunjwi d¥ftaa mwmi meri te ‘haa-u. Mi
Long ago somebody stole ,7my money and ran away. 1

A

lhoo ha te gu ha. Mi +teni-%e ha ko
followed him and caught him. I °~ brought him back to

komtsa khweya te !'wa ha ko Zuwa he re ni duwa.
the commissioners place and told him what this person had done.

Komtsa 'wa !'hwd he te ko ha teni-3e
The commissioner told this man and said he must return

mi meri te ha kwe du. Gwa'a Zuwa he |'e Sete
my money and he did so. Yesterday this selfesame persomagain

d¥'aa Kx'ao |l'a peri te ‘!hii ha te 'm ha., Mi
stole Kx'ao's goat and killed it and ate it. I

| wa, tsa'a hatsekhwere Zu  kwe du khama
doht understand why ~ people act this way because
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lem niwi Zuwa to'a n+eu zi-t3'uwa

someday that person will go to jail.

2.5. SUMMARY.

——— . oz Tt e

The treatment of the nominal structure may be con-~
cluded with the following brief summary:-

A. The formation of the pluralsof nouns is irregular:-

(a) Most nouns denoting animate things and some
plants assume a zero plural morpheme:-

ntthei - lion > n'!thei - lions

nllobesa - chameleon > nllobesa - chameleons.

(b) a number of nouns have different singular
and plural nominal stems:-

gloo - bull > nllae - bulls
datama - child > de'ebi - children.

(¢) a number of nouns form their plurals
by means of the morpheme -mhi:-

d'had'hama -~ moth > d'had'hamhi -~ moths
n'unfurima - firefly >  n'!un!urimhi -~ fireflies.

(c) all nouns denoting kinship form their plu-
rals by the suffixation of a morpheme -gi:

ba - fafher > basi -~ fathers

tx¥~-ma - sister-in > tx%-masi - gisters-in-law.
law. '

(e) the nouns denoting some plants and nearly all
things form their plurals by the suffixation of
the morpheme -—sis

zadwd - assegai > zadwdsi - assegails
ara - friend > #garasi - friends.

B.
(a) The noun compounds may or may not assume the
ending -a.

n*eni-n'!oma -~ whet stone
'x'a - !'uwa - rib

lﬁa—lhwe - Dbicycle
niom-kx'ao - medicine man

The compounds usually assume the plural phoneme
—Sin

(b) The compounds assume the noun class membership
of their terminal constituentss:-
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work - |lx'wa = Class (ii Y
man - éx'ao = Class Ei); > “x'wa-kx'ao = Sgiizr(l)a_f
elder - n'eu = (Class éi)a . . .

_ - - ! > n'eu-glaowa = Class (ii)
strong - glao. = Class (ii) elder power (man power)
breast - glo'a = Class (ii) > gfo'a—!'uwa ; Class (ii)

bone - Ity

Class (ii) breast bone.

C. According to. the pronouns they assume the nouns
and compounds are divided into the noun classes
(i)a, b, ¢, 4 or (ii).

D. The subjectival and objectival forms of the pro-
nouns are identical.*

E. The personal and possessive pronouns constitute
two finite series within the infinite nominal series.

F. The personal and possessive pronouns serve as
the basis for the noun class division.

G. The numbers allocated to the various nouns and

compounds are also applicable to the pronouns. **

The following are the pronouns of !XU,

*%

The possessive pronouns can not function alone be-
cause they require a preceding nominal as possessor:i-

Mi #xae u -~ My daughter goes > Mi ma u ~ Mine goes.

A possible explanation of the nominal and pronominal
agreement is that the pronouns of class (i) are ramifi-
cations of an original personal pronoun ha-hi and an
original possessive pronoun ma-hisi. No ramification
took place in the case of the class (ii) nouns. This
explains why !Xti only has the personal pronouns ka-ka

- and the possessive pronouns ga-gasi for Class (i1I7.
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Personal Pronouns Possessive Pronouns.
Singular Plural Singular Plural
« 1st Person mi - ela, e; mla,m
2nd Person a - ila, i
3rd Persons
(i)a ha - sila, si ma, - hisi
(i) ha - hi na - hisi
(i)c ha - ha ma - masi
(i)d hi - hi hi - hisi
(ii) ka - ka ' ga - gasi

H. Any word clause on phrase that:-
(a) consistently appears in the post nominal
position and,

(b) qualifies the previous nominal is regarded as an
adnominal®

I. The Regular Adnominal Stems of (2.4.1.1.) and
The Irregular Adnominals Stems of (2.4.1.2.2.)

require the transition -a according to the
rules a, b, ¢ and 4 - of (2.4.1.1.):=

xei + &wi > xeiya 3wi
{
loaf of bread + the light loaf of bread
‘ light.
\ xeisi + Ewi > xeisa Swi
loaves of bread the light loaves of bread.
{ + light
N|'huni + fei -> ni'huniya lei

hunting dog + dead the dead wild hunting dog.
N|'hunisi + !ao > nf'hunisa !ao
Hunting dogs + the dead wild hunting dogs.
dead '
J. The verbal stems of !XO underlie the
formation of regular adnominal clauses. These
clauses also require the transition -a according
to the rules a, b, ¢ and d of (2.4.1.1.):-

Mi kwa Zuwa 'hil n+eng - I fear a person who kills a python.
Ha txa leriya 'haa - He hit a running jackal.

K. The Irregular Adnominal Stems (2.4.1.2.1.1.)
do not require the transition -a. When they
qualify plural nouns the morpheme -si is suffixed
to the adnominal stem:-

* Although the nominal plural endings occupy the post-
nominal position, no sufficient evidence couls be found

to classify them with the adnominal stems.
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tseri + Z& > tseri %3

chair + good the good chair
 tserisi + %3 > tseri ¥asi

chairs + good the good chairs.

L.

Zu + nlwi

The Irregular Adnominal Stems (2.4.1.2.1.2.)
have different singular and plural forms de-
pending on the singularitonr plurality of the
qualified nouns:-—

> %u niwi

person + certain a certain person

htd v
zu + wege

> Zu wese

person + all all persons
M. The three locatives denoted by the demonstra-
tive adnouns:-—
this - he, ke
that - to'a

yonder - uuto'a

require the <{rarnsition -2:

dxu + he

valture +
" this

> dxuwa he
this vulture

dxusi + he > dxusa he

vultures + these vultures.

these

nlei + ke

> nleiya ke

head + this this head

nleisi + ko= nleisa ke

heads +
these
The

stituted by

these heads.

demonstrative adnouns he and ke may be sub-
the demonstrative adnouns Egig and uutofa.

This commutation has no effect on the application of the

transition ~2

N.

When applied to the nouns of class (i) the
demonstrative adnoun for "this" is he. When
applied to the nouns of class (ii) the demon-
strative adnoun for "this" is ke.

The demonstrative adnouns "that" - to'a and

classes.

The demonstrative and referential adnouns are
structurally identical.
—-~—-0000000-—--



CHAPTER 3.

3. THE VERBALS.

The verbals of !X{i may be either simple'or compound .,
The stem is regarded as simple when it functions alone and
compound when the semantic fusion of more than on verbal
stem has taken place.* This compounding of verbal stems
does not make the language cumbersome because the majority
of verbal stems are monosyllabic,

In the discussion of the verbal stem in !X% we will
distinguish between the transitive and the intransitive appli-
cation of the verbal stems. The transitive verbal stems, as
will bc observed,may also be used intransitively. On the
other hand the intransitive wverbal stemsvare used intransi--

tively only.
3.1. THE TRANSITIVE VERBAL STiMS.

The transitive verbal stems of !X require a subdi-

vision into:-

(a) irreguler transitive verbal stems,
(b) regular transitive verbzl stems.

3.1.1. THL IRREGULAR TRANSITIVE VERBAL STEMS.

The irregular transitive verbal stems are characte-
rised by the Tfact that they assume a singular and a plural
form of the verbal stem in concord with singular and plural
forms of the object of the sentence:-

(1) Mi gu n'ao . > Mi n|'hwi n'aosi *¥
I take the bow I take the bows.
(ii) Nleu l!o'a g'hed > Nleu kx'oma g'heisi.
The eldex brezsks the The elder breaks the sticks.
stick. ‘
(iii) Xx'ao |lu hema > Kx'ao gllao hemasi
Kx'ao suspends the Kzizo suspends the shirts.
shirt.
(iv) Ha gll=8 gllomm > He gea gllommsi
He lays down the He lays down the clubs.
club. :
* The compound verbs are orthographically joined by
a hyphens; !xei-gl!xa - cut out (cut + sever)
nlom-kheru - fly down (fly + descend)

*¥¥ The plural morpheme is not essential because the
plural Torwm of the verb implies a plural object.

116.
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(v) Mi g!xa glwe >  Mi Zwe glwesi.
I take off the shoe I take off the shoes.

(vi) Dz'heu #hwe nl|/'ha®% > Dz'heu tswa nl/'ha

The woman uproots The woman uproots carrots.
a carrot.
(vii) !'Hw& +'wd nlu'ubu > !'Hwd kheu n'u'ubusi

The man picks a leaf The man picks leaves

(viii) G+'hwi 'hil da'a > G+'hwl !w8 da'asi. A
The dog extihguishes The dog extinguishes the fires.
the fire,

Because of the concord between the irregular transi-
tive verbal stems and the object, it may be concluded that
these verbal stems, unlike those of the regular transive
verbs, can not be used intransitively. However it was ob-
served that sentences of the following structure were quite
intelligible to the !Xu.

(a) Ha #xae gu — His daughter takes
(b) Mi $su nl'hwi - My uncle takes.
(¢) Niwa 'hii -~ The cat kills
(a) the-kx'ao !'wd -  The huater kills.

This data led u® to conclude that the irregular
transitive verbal stems can not be used intransitively, in
the traditional sense, because a singular or plural object

is always implied in sentences of the previous structure.

3.1.2. THE REGULAR TRANSITIVE EREAL STEMS.

These verbal stems may be used:~
(a) %ransitively
, (b) intransitively.

3.1.,2.1, THE TRANSITIVE APPLICATION OF THE
REGULAR TRANSITIVE VERBAL STEMS.

The regular transitive verbal stems remain uneffec-
ted hy the singular and plural forms of their subjects:-

(a) Da'ama tSwA dz'heu > Datama t&wH dz'heusi.
The child deceives the The child deceives the
 woman., WOomen .

(b) Zo n'lei !'hwi > Zo n'ei nllae
The bee stings the The bee stings the men.
man.

(e) | Bri g'atama dom = > iTri glatama domsi
The jackal enters the- The jackal enters the

burrow, . burrows.
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(d) Dz'heu !xom da'ama — > Dz'heu !xom de'ebi
The woman dresses the The woman dresses the children.
child.

3.1.2.2, THE INTRANSITIVE APPLICATION OF
THX REGULAR TRANSITIVE VERBAL STEM.

A further characteristic of the regular transitive ver-
bal stems is that they may also be used intransitively:-

(a) Nleu #xemi ha =xae > Nieu #xemi
The elder pities his The elder pities.
daughter.
(b) Mama nlwd 'ha > Mama nfwi
Grandmother cooks meat Grandmother cooks.
(c) Peri t8hi g'u > Peri téhi
The goat drinks water The goat drinks.
(d) Ha 'o n#eu nleni > Ha !o n#eu
His brother grabs the His brother grabs.
clay pot.

3.1.3. THE OBJECT OF THE SENTENCEH.

Fundamentally the intransitively used transitive
verbal steme are not différent from the transitively used
transitive verbal stems. The only difference is that the
~former do not assume an object. In !X sentences the
following forms of the object may be observed:-

(i) The Noun as an Object of the Sentence.

(a) |Eri lhoo n'a’i - The jackal follows the
: B crowned plover.

(b) Phemmpvhemn n#eu !'heiya t%1 - The fish-sagle znatched
up the fat hare.

(c) Temtaturisa kx'wa gleimhi - The black-crake searches
for tadpoles.

(d) Tsa'dthuuthuu n'lom—-kheru g'hei - The umbrette flies
down from the tree,

(e) Tsani tsi-|lu thama - The parrot comes and perches
- on the wild melon.

(ii) The Pronoun as the Object of the Sentence:
(a) T8u kwa ha (!wi) S .
The hornbill fears her. (sister)

(b) Mi teu llv ha (gllemm )
My uncle steps on it. (hedgehog).
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Ha tsoma ||'ama ha (xei)
His nephew buys it (bread)

‘Nleu !xei-g'!xa hi (g#aa)

The elder cuts it out (milt)

'HU n'aa~-ilae ha (dz'heu ma)
The thorn scratches her (girl)

(iii) The Deadnominal as the Object of the Sentence,

Mi tx%-gla gu Zo - My brother in law takes black.
Wi kwa Ya0 - |Wi fears blindness

'‘Un'a'a ho lefi - Grandfather sees blue.

Mi !wi kare #aabe -~ My sister likes the shine.
Si kx'wa glao - They seek power.

(iv) The Deedverbiml as the Object of the Sentence.

E niwi du |lx'wa - Our friend does the work.
|Ukx'a ||'ae ts'a - | Ukx'a wants to sleep
Zoma, kwa tei - Zoma fears death.

Glg'o gu lx'wéd - Glg'o caught a cold

Dzxeni kx'ae ge'e -~ A dance hasgs singinge

(v) The Nominal clause as the Object of the Sentence.

[Xeri |ltae g'u t8ni - ||Xeri wants to drink water

Guni-kx'ao nlla 1'eu !'hfi - The hunter leaves the
killing of the duiker.

G+x'ao #'eng *xanu nlaro - G#x'ao considers reading
' a book.

Zul 'hwisi zeIya komts'a lalara - The Bushmen agree
to acclaim the
commissioner.

'Ae n*wd tSiya !8& - !Ae tells of the thing that

happened.

3.1.4. THE EXPRESSION OF THE LOCATIVE.

In the course of the research it was observed that

the verbal stem sometimes assumed a terminal -a. Like

all the other !XU transitions the terminal -a:-
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(h) !Xu khwara mi >  1Xu khwara kx'a |'ho

God redeems me God redeems the world.
(i) Bab u > Bao uwa n'ama !3& |

Balo goes Bao walks beside the road.
(3) !'Hei ge > I'Hei geya n'om af.

The hare stays The hare stays under the stone.
(k) Da'ama 3u > Da'ama ¥uwa t8'u n'eng

The child reclines The child reclines in the house.
(1) I"Eu kx'oi > |l'BEu kx'oiya glu !x'a

The fish plays The fish plays in the water.
(m) Mi gu . > Mi guwa euto !

I dig I dig beside the car
(n) 1Xw8 abasi >  |Xwd abasiya t¥'u ts'i

[ Xwd packs ‘ | Xw8 packs in front of the

house.

3.1.5. THE MORPHEME 'N#EIL'

In conjunction with the regular transitive verbs
we also wish to discuss the element niei. Theis element niei
may, 1n most cases, be translated as the English verb
"to cause". For our purposes n#ei will be regarded as a
dependent verbal stem because, in conjunction with verbal
‘and adnominal stems, it was found to form transitive verbals.
Peculiar to the verbs formed in this manner is that they
assume the ending -a as described in (3.1.4.) above:-

(a) n#ei + nlaro > n#ei - n'larowa

cause + learn : cause to learn.

I basi n*ei-n'larowa i - Your fathers cause you to learn.

(b) n=ei + ga'u > n*ei-ga'uwa

cause + clean cause to be clean

[Xeni n#*ei-ga'uwa ku - The sieve causes the milk to

~ be clean. (The sieve cleanses
the milk).

(¢) n#*ei + gllutu > n#ei-gllu'uwa

causge + bark ‘cause to bark

- Kx'ao n*ei—gllu'uwa g+'hwi - Kx'ao causes the dog
to bark.

(d) n#*ci + le'u > n#ei le'uwa

cause +white cause to be white
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Guni~kx'ao n*ei-!e'uwa nlao -~ The hunter causes the
bow to be white. (The
hunter whitens the bow).

(e) n=ei + "ge'e > n*ei-geleya
cause4sing cause to sing
N!aro-kx'ao n+ei-ge'eya de'ebi - The teacher causes the
children to sing.
(f) n+ei + ze > n*ei-zeya
cause + new cause to be new
IX'wa-kx'aosi ntei-zeya t5¥'u - The workers cause the

house to be new. (The
workers restore the

house. )
(g) n#ei + khwi > n#ci-khwiya
cause + hurt cause to hurt

G+'hwi n+ei-khwiya dongi - The dog hurts (cause to hurt )
the donkey.

(h) n#ei + g+e'q > vn*eiegie'iya
cause # long cause to be long
Zul| 'hwd n*ei-g+eiya 'hwi - The Bushman causes the rope
to be long.
(The Bushman lengthens the
rope).
(i) n#ei + l!o'a > n#ei-lo'a
cause + break cause to break
Glato n*ei-lo'a euto - Glao caused the car to break
(j) n#ei + tSo'a > n*ei-t8o'a
cause + blunt cause to become blunt.
Zu n*ei-tdo'a kwa - The people cause the knife

to become blunt.

(k) n=ei + nleng > n+ei-nlenga
cause +sit cause to sit
I'Aa n*ci-nlenga g+'hwa - !'Aa causes the dog to sit.
(1) n=#ei + n'om > n+ei-n'oma
cause + cook cause to be cooked

Eiya n#ei-n'oma 'ha -~ Mother cooks the meat.
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3.2, THE INTRANSITIVE VERBAL STEMS.

This limited category of verbs does not assume an
object. Thus the action, performed by the subject, is not

stitute a meaningful sentence.

As in the case of'the transitive verbs 1t was
necessary to distinguish between two categories of intransi-

tive verbs:-

(a) the irregular intransitive verbs,
(b)) the regular intransitive verbs,

3.2.1. THE IRREGULAR INTRANSITIVE VERBAL STEMS.

The irregular intransitive verbs assume singular and
plural forms of the verb in concord with the singular and
plural forms of the subject. A characteristic of this
structure is that the plurality of the subject, when the
subject is a noun, is not denoted by means of the plural
morphemes but is implied by the plural form of the verbal
stem. This does not apply to sentences in which the subjects
are pronouns. In these cases the concord exists between
the singular and plural forms of the verbs and the pronouns.

(a) Nlwa lei >  Nlwa !lao
The cat dies The cats die
" Ha lei > Hi lao
It dies They die
(b) Nleu gli > Nieu gle'i
The elder goes out : The elders go out.
Ha gli > Si gle'i
He goes out They go out
(c) Xei %u > Xei g#a
The loaf of bread The lcaves of bread. lie
lies. (lie flat) (lie flat)
Ha $u ’ > Ha g*a
It lies They 1lie
(d) #*'Om nleng > +'Om g'!'hoo
The baobab stands The baobabs stand
Hi nleng > Hi g'!'hoo

It stands ' They stand
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(e) Dxu n+'hao : >  Dxu tam
The aeroplane lands The aeroplanes land
Ha n*'hao > Hi tam
It lands They land

3.2.2. THE REGULAR INTRANSITIVE VERBAL STEMS.

The regular intransitive verbs are not affected by
the singularity or the plurality of the subject.:-—

(a) Datama u > De'ebi u
‘The child goes The children go
Ha u » > S1 u
She goes They go
(b) Dongi 'haa >  Dongisi 'haa
The dondey runs The donkeys run
Ha 'haa > Hi 'haa
It runs They run
(c) Zo ts'a > Zo hi ts'a*
The bee sleeps The swarm of bees sleep
Hi ts'a > Hi ts'a
it sleeps ’ They sleep
(d) Glem g#a > Glemsi g+a
The bed ages The beds age
Ha g#a Ha g#a
It ages - . They age
(e) Mi #'homg!xwa > E #'homg'xwa
I kneel We kneel

3.3. THE COPULA STENMS.

In order to establish the existence of the copula
verb in !X, testing frames of the following structurds
were put $5 the informants:-

- The book is the Nama's
The thong is the dog's
The hunter is a Bushman
The kudu is an animal
The bow is strong
The shirt is expensive.

—
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* The collective nouns: swarm, herd, covey, troop etc.
seldom assume the plural morpheme -si. Instead the singu-
lar noun is preceded by its plural pronoun.
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The extensive testing of similar structures re-

vealed that the following may be distinguished:-

(a) possessive copula structures,
(b) nominal copula structures,

(¢) adnominal copula structure,

3.3,1. THE POSSESSIVE COPULA STRUCTURE,
In the testing frames:

The book is the Nama's
and

The thong is the dog's

it was observed that the verb "to be" is translated with
the XU verb 0. This verb o expresses the association
between the subject and the object of the copula sentences:-

*Xanu o Nama hi - The book is the Nama's.
Xore o g+'hwi hi - The thong is the dog's.

In the discussion of the possessive pronouns (2.3.2) it
was observed that in a sentence like:

Nama hi (#xanu) ku'u ~  The Nama's (book) burns.
G+#'hwi hi (xore) ll'eng - The dog's (thong) tics.

the actual subject is the pronoun hi because it is commutable

with any noun of class (i)d. Thus in the sentences:-—

+Xanu o Nama hi
Xore o g+thwi hi

the nouns Nama and g#+'hwi only serve to qualify their re-
spective possessive relationship with the following possessive
pronouns hi. "We therefore propose to name this equational

relationship "the possessive copula relationship"

(a) G'hei o mi ga —  The tree is mine

(b) N'ao o !'hwi ga - The bow is the man's.

(c) |l'Eixa o kx'al'ho ma -~ The master of the land.
(The master is the land's)

(d) Zao o glu ma - The pipe is the water's.

(e) =Hae o !xom ma -  The trunk is the clothes',

(f) Da‘'ama o dz'heu ma - The child is the woman's.,

(g) !'Hei o !ae-kx'ao ma - The hare is the hunter's.

(h) Zeru o | 'hei-kx'ao ma - The cigarette is the smoker's.
(i) G#u'u o Goba hi - The millet is the Ovambo's
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(i) 1'Uri-lhwe o #*Ebe ma ~ The bicycle is the Motswana's.

When the initial noun, in the previous sentences, are used in
their plural formsthe possessive pronouns are also used in

their plural forms, Thus our-sentences-change as follows:

(a) G'heisi o mi gasi -~ The trees are mine.
(b) Nl!aosi o !'hwd gasi - The bows are the man's.
(¢) [lI'Eixasi o kx'a|'ho hisi - The masters are the lands.
(d) Zaosi o g'u masi ~ The pipes are the water's.
(e) +#Haesi o !xom masi - The trunks are the clothes'.
(f) De'ebi o dz'heu masi - The children are the woman's.
(g) !'Heisi o 'ae-kx'ao hisi - The hares are the hunter's.
(h) Zerusi o ||'hei-kx'ao masi - The cigarettes are the

‘ - smoker's.
(i) G=u'u o Goba hisi -~ The millet is the Ovambo's.
(3) 1'Uri-lhwesi o #Ebe masi - The bicycles are the Mot-

swana's.

" Any adnominal extension will cause the sentences:-

=Xanu o Nama hi
and
Xore o g+'hwi hi

to secem more complex. However, it should be borne in mind
that the adnominal extensions like | 'homa he and t8hinlei
(in the following examples) only qualify the nominals Nama
and g#!awi. |
+Xanu o Nama |'homa he hi - The book is this beautiful
Nama's.

Xore o g+'hwiyva tShin'ei hi - The thong is the fierce dog's.

Instead of the unqualified nominals as possessors we now have
the extended nominals:-

Nama | 'hom he

and

g+'hwiya tShin'lei
as the possessors. This linear extension of the elements
in the possessive copula construction has no effect on the
syntactical relatioaship between the copula subject and the

copula object.

The English concept "become" is expressed as

follows¢—

(a) Ha #xae gle-o mi ma - His daughter becomes mine
(b) Mi zo tsi-#e-0 a hi - My honey becomes your's.,
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S1 gumi gle-o0 a ma - Their beast'becomes your'ts, ¥

(c)
(d) I soisi #e~0 e masi - Your files become our's.
(e) E bakisi gle-o si gasi —- Our jackets become their's.

(f) Hi 'ha #e-o lae-kx! ao ga - Their meat becomes the
' hunter's.

3.3.2, THE NOMINAL COPULA STRUCTURE.

In the testlng frames:—-

The hunter is a Bushman
and
The kudu is an animal

it will be observed that the copula verb o is responsible for
an equational relationship between nouns:-—

Guni-kx'ao o Yul'hwd - The hunter is a Bushman.
N!'hwd o 'ha - The kudu is an animal.

The possessive copula, as hasbeen observed, is based on the
equational relationship between the copula subject (noun)
and the copula object (possessive pronoun). In the case of
the "nominal copula structure" the copula objects (nominals)

refer to their copula subjects (nominals). Because o sig-
nifies this copula relationship the whole structure is de-
scribed as the "nominal copula structure":-

(a) Yuwa he o ha - This person is him.

(b) N'nei o Yoma - The lion is a predator.

(¢) Mi o Zul'hw8 - I am a Bushman,

(d) Ha 'u o Tsemkx'ao - His name is Tsemkx'aoc. *
(e) lAo o 'ma ~ The buffalo is an animal (meat).
(f) +#0ma o Zu - 40ma is a person.

At the first glance the following sentences appear
to consist of two independent nominal copula structures:-

(g) G'heiya o kx'a ke ga o n#'heng :
The tree of this country is the dolfwood. (Pterocarpus sp.)

G!hecisa o kx'a ke gasi o n#*'hengsi
The treces of this country are the dolfwoods.

(h) Dz'heuwa o *Ebeya to'a o Zul thwi.
The wife of that Motswana is a Bushman.

Dz 'heusa o *Fbeya to'a o Zul ‘hwisi
"The wives of that Motswana are Bushmen.

L In conjunction with the verbs; gle -arrive
¢ - arrive
the copula verb O forms the structures:-
gle-0 ~ becomcs

*e—0 - becomes.
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(ii) The Compound Abstract Nouns.

The compound abstract nouns are formed from
nominal steis + adnominal stems. The adnominal stems
are characterized by an ending -a. This ending
may become -wa or -ya, depending on the terminal
sound of the adnominal stem. For the sake of
easier comparison we retain the same examples as
used above. This is the reason why the meanings
of some of the following compound abstract nouns
will sometimes appear to be forced.

(a) dz'oo-|'hwiya > dz'ooll|l'hwiyasi
hartebeest tired- hartebeest tirednessess.
ness. _

(b) glx'uu-llabeya = > glx'uu=llabeyasi
wild hunting wild hunting dog hungers.

dog hunger.

‘(¢) nenibe-Zowa > nenibe-Zowasi
mosquito-blackness mosquito blacknesses.

(d) glwi-Ix'euwa > glwi-{xteuwasi
hyena-badness hyena-badnesses
(e) da-llx'aa > dg—Hx'aasi
mongoose satedness mongoose satednesses.
(£f) !'hom-Zama > !'hom-Zamasi
leopard leaness leopard leannesses.
(g) 1'hd-leiya > | 'hd-!aowasi
steenbuck death steenbuck deaths
(h) hamer-n'a‘'a >  hamer-'aeyasi

hammer bigness hammer bignesses.
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3.3.4. THE COPULA PARTICLES.

The three forms of the copula structure, as dis-

cussed above, were found to assume the particles nla, tsem

and kom.

The addition of these particles have no apparent

influence on the meanings of the copula constructions. *

(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)
(£)
(g)
(h)

(1)

#Xanu tsem o Nama hi > The book is the Nama's.

*Xanu o Nama hi

N'lao nla o !'hwd ga > The bow is the man's.

Nlao o !t'hw8 ga

Zeru kom o ||'hei-~kx'ao ma > The cigarette is the
smoker's.,

Zeru o ||'hei~kx'ao ma

Guni-kx'ao tsem o Yu |'hw& > The
Guni~kx'ao o Zu | 'hwa.

Nithei nla o Zoma > The
Nithei o ¥Yoma '

Ha 'u kom o Kx'eru > Her
Ha !u o Kxeru

hunter is a Bushman.

lion is a predator

name is Kx'eru

Dz'oo tsem || 'hwi > The hartebeest is tired.
Dz'oo ||'hwi

Giwi nla lei > The hyena is dead

Glwi lei

Hamer kom nla'a > The hammer is big.

Hamer n'la'a

3.4. THE IMPERATIVE.

In order to establish the structure of the impera-
tive in !X testing frames, of the following kind, were

put to the informants:-

Sleep! Bring wood!
Drink! Lie down!
Run! Catch the hen!

* It should be mentioned that the particles nla, tsem

and kom seem to signify emphasis.

The informanTs

did not corraborate this supposition. However these
elements also serve to express agreement and the affir-
mative in !XU:-

Ee nla - Yes it is
Ee kom - Yes it is
Ee tsem - Yes it is
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The following are actual testing frames with their trans-

lations into !X{.

Sleep ! -

Fetch water! -

Boil water ! -
Ladle milk !

Drink milk! -~
Lie down -

The imperative
terised by the

Ts'a |
Hare glu!
N]wa glu!
#1E1 kul!
TEhi ku!
Su!

in !X%, as in other languages, is also charac-
absence of a subject. When uncertainty

exists as to whom the command is directed, the sentence may

be preceded or succeded by the name of the persoh:—

(a)‘Bg'o, hare g'u! - Ba'o, fetch water !
(b) !Wilwi niwdgiu ! - sister, boil water !
(c) #'Ei g'u, da'ama ! - Ladewater, child !
(d) T8hi ku Tsemkx'ao ! =~ Drink milk Tsemkx'ao !

not state:

In X% we distinguish between the structure of:-

(a) a general imperative,

(b) a restricted imperative.

3.4,1. THE GENERAL IMPERATIVE.

In the general imperative structure the speaker does

(a) for whom or (b) on whose behalf the action

should be carried out, but simply states the desired action.

To prevent confusion the name of the person, to whom the

command is given, may be given.

(a)
(b)
(c)
()
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(1)
(3)
(k)

Sisaba, |late gumi ! -~ Sisaba, skin the beast !

+0m 'ha !

'"Em nilo'obe !

Divide the meat !

Cap the bottle !

'X'aelie, !'eu a tae ! - |X'aeSe, call your mother !

1101 peri

M'm da'ama
Mﬁa da 'ama
G+em nleni
'Ae da'a !

IXwe  +wa !

Glatama t5'u!

lAe

1

o

1
°

Herd the goat !Ae !

Suckle the child !

Carry the child on the back !

Carry the clay pot on the head'

Carry firewood on the shoulder

- *Oma, chase the giraffe !

Enter the house !

EE

Porr
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3.4.2. THE RESTRICTED IMPERATIVE.

The XU were found to distinguish between orders given
by the speaker:- |

(a) on his own behélf,
(b) on somebody else's behalf.

Because these two kinds of imperatives specify the
persons for whom the action is conducted we name them the
restricted imperative:

3.4.1. THE REFLEXIVE IMPERATIVE,

When a person gives a command on his own behalf the
‘Xt have a peculiar pronoun to signify the first person
singular. In X0 this pronoun na seems to have the meaning
of "to me" or "for me"..* The following examples, from which
the verb "to give" is omitted, illustrate the double func-
tion of na as the verb and the direct object of the sentence:-

(a2) Gla'o na da‘a. > Na da'a !

Gla'o gives me matches. - Give me matches !
(b) Eiya na 'msi. > Na 'msi !

Mother gives me food.  Give me food !

(c) ‘Ae-kx'20 na n!ao. > Na nl!ao !

The hunter gives me a bow. - Give me a bow !
(d) Da'ama na nluu . > Na nluu !

The child gives me Give me a bowl !

e bowl. '

(e) Nllara na #xanu ! - Read the book for me !

(f) Kx'wa na !'wa!lwd ! Search (for) the arrowshaft for me !

(g) Nlwd na seft ! - Boil the porridge for me !
(h)!'Beu na dz'heu ! - Call the woman for me !

(i) Gu na |hwe ! - Catch the horse for me !

(j) Berisa na meru ! - Saddle the mule for me -
(k) Ore na lhwe ! - Off-saddle the horse for me !

(1) l'Bag na gumi ! - Inspan the oxen for me !

¥ It should be kept in mind that some !XU dialects _
have the personal pronoun na -- "I" instead of mi - "I".
This pronoun na might have, in addition to its pro-
nominal sense, acquired a verbal meaning.

na -~ give to me.



134.
3.4.2.2., THE TRANSITIVE IMPERATIVE.

_ When a command is given on somebody else's behalf the
X%t use an altogether different construction:-

(a) Fetch water for the man ! - Hare |'a !'hwd ko g'u !

(b) Cut firewood for the woman - ||Om |'a dz'heu ko da'a!

The words ! 'a and ko have not been encountered before. The
word |'a has been identified as a post verbal descriptive
adverb (3.5.2.2.) and ko as the objectival conjunction
(4.1,1.3). The objectival conjunction ko is a structural
signal that always precedes the indirect object of a sen-
tence. The function of ko 1s to eliminate ambiguity in

structures like:-

N'aro |'a ha ko datama ! -~ Teach the child on his behalf !
N'aro |'a ha datama ! - Teach on his child's behalf ! *

The follwoing examples will serve to establish this

imperative construction.

(a) N+tem'm |'a mi ba ko g+'hwi - Beat the dog on my
father's behalf |

(b) =+#Hwe |'a dz'heu ko {la ! ~ Remove your hat on the
womans behalf !

(¢) Tsad |'a si ko zo ! - Taste the honey on their
behalf !

(d) H'BEu |'a tx®% ko t&'u ! - Thatch the house on

: grandmother's behalf !

(e) G!xoni |'a Gxx'ao ko fulu! - Hurl the spear on G#x'ao's
behalf 1!

(f) liing |'a ||'ama-kx'ao ko ghuu ! - Fasten the sheep on

the clients behalf !

P -

- Answer the Motswana on the
Nama'd behalf !

(g) Meni |'a Nama ko #Ebe

(h) !'HEU l'a !'hd ko da'a ! - Extinguish the fire on the
» : Europeans behalf !

(i) Sel |'a mama ko Sa ! Roast the sweet potato on
grandmothers behalf !

3.4.3, THE NEGATIVE IMPERATIVE.

The imperative structures that have been discussed
up tc now cnly concern the affirmative command. The diffe-
rence between the affirmative and negative commands was
established by means of teéting frames of the following
structure:--

* The following expressions may interest the reader:-
N'!aro na da'ama! - Teach the child on my behalf
N'aro !|'a mi da'ama - teach on my childs behalf.,
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Hurl the stick ! - Do not hurl the stick.
Drink the liquor ! - Do not drink the liquor.

The response to these testing frames was:

Nio's g'hel ! > Nlla n'o'da g'hel !

Hurl the stick ' Do not hurl the stick !
T$hi lxeri ! >  Nlla t%hi !xeri ! |
Drink the liquor ! Do not drink the liquor !

The extensive application of these testing frames revealed
that the negative imperative structure is formed by pre-
fixing the verb njla - "to leave" to any affirmative im-
perative structure. Thus the verb nlla may be prefixed to
any of the affirmative commands discussed in (3.4.1.)

and (3.4.2.) * :—

(a) Nlla tsta ! - Do not sleep !
(b) Nla 'haa ! - Do not run !
(¢) Nila hare glu ! =~ Do not fetch water !
(d) UNlla t8hi ku ! ~ Do not drink milk !
(e) !'Wilwi, nila niwd g'u ! - Sister, do not boil water !
(f) Sisaba, nlla lla'e gumi ! - Sisaba, do not skin the beast!
(g) Nlla !'em nllo'obe ! - Do not cap the bottle !
(h) TWla !'ol peri !Ae ! - Do not herd the goat !Ael
(i) Njla m'm da‘ama ! -~ Do not suckle the child !
(j) Nlla g#em n'eni ! - Do not carry the clay pot on
' the head o

(k) #Cma, nila !xwe #wa' - +O0ma do not chase the giraffe.
(1) Nlla na da'a ! - Do not give me matches.
(m) Nila na n'ao ! ~ Do not give me a bow.
(n) Nlia hare |'a !'hwd ko'gfu ! =~ Do not fetch water

~ on the mang behalf.
(o) Nl|la lomlia dz'heu ko da'a ! - Do not cut firewood on

the woman's behalf.

(p) Nlla n'arol'a ha ko da'ama - Do not teach the child on
" his behalf !

*¥ The verbs that are juxtaposed in this manner do not
constitute verbal compounds because they may be sepa-
rated by the descriptive adverbs:-

Nila n'o'd@ g!'hel > Nila Jleu nlo'd g!'hel
Do not hurl the stick. Do not hurl the stick well.
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(@) Nila n'arol'a ha da'ama ! - Do not teach on his child's

behalf !
(r) Nila nkem'm|{*a mi ba ko g+thwi! - Do not beat the dog
R - on my father's be-
v half,
. \
(s) N|lla tsa8l'a si ko zo ! — Do not taste the honey on
their behalf !
(t) Nllag'xonil'a G#x'ao ko 'u'ul! - Do not hurl the spear
= on G#x'ao's behalf !
(u) Nna;menil'a Nama ko #Ebe ! - Do not answer the Mot-
swana on the Nama's
behalf !
(v) Hlla seul'a mama ko $a ! - Do not roast the sweet-
potato on grandmother's
behalf !

3.5. THE ADVERBIAL STEMS.

The adverbial series was established in (1.1.3).
It has been observed that the syntactical fusion of verbs
and adverbs resulted in the semanticalvexpansion of the
verbs. The extensive application of adverbial testing
frames led to the establishment of the following adverbial
categories:-

(a) the temporal adverbial category,

(b) the descriptive adverbial category,
(c) +the negative adverbial category}

(d) the interrogative adverbial category.

3.5.1. THE TEMPORAL ADVERBIAL STEMS.

Unlike many other languages the !Xfi verb is not
inflected nor can it form tenses by means of auxiliary verbs.
The time and the degree of completeness of the action are
established by means of adverbs. When the following sen-
Vtence ig spoken in isolation it would be difficult to ascer-
~tain Whether it denotes a present or a past action:-~

Ao l'haa-tsi < - The buffalo charged |
The buffalo chargese.
Only when a temporal adverb had been added to the sentence
may the time of action be established:- '

Ka lao lhaa-tsi ~ The buffalo is charging now.
| Ao nllagdha 'haa-tsi - The buffalo charged long ago.
Ao ka !'haa-tsi. - The buffalo is charging now.

Nlla&ha lao 'haa-tsi ~ _- The buffalo charged long ago.
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It should be observed that the temporal édverbial stems
k2 and nlladha may either occur adjacent to the verb or
pre-subjectivally. This observation was confirmed by an
extensive analysis of the temporal adverbial position.

As the syntaotioal'position of the temporal adverbs has

a profound influence on the structure of the interroga-
tive sentence, it is imperative that a distinction be

made between the pre-subjectival and the pre-verbal appli-
cation of the temporal adverbs. The Tfollwoing are some

of the temporal adverbial stems encountered in the re-

search:-

ka -  now kamaha - Tfirstly

g+¥'ha8 - long ago twandi - finally

kaaha - long ago ltaa * - then

za'aha - long ago tse - then

gwa, - long ago n!'hwe - shall, will (remote
~ ' future)

kx'eiSe - firstly Siniha - still

(a2) Datats'ama ka [flu g'hei !'o
The paradise whydah now perches on the tree.

(b) G#'ha# Dxu o ts'ama tsema
Long ago Vulture was a small bird.
(c) Mi kaaha |l'eng peri - ZLong ago I trapped a guinea
" . fowl.

(d) Za'aha Yul 'hwisi 'hii ghas - TLong ago the Bushmen
” killed a wild goose.

(e) Ha kx'eife ho g+aakhwe -~ He firstly saw the secre-

‘ tary bird.
(f) G#*e twandi kx'wa 'msi -~ Finally the stork seeks..food.
(g) Glag'a8e kamaha tsi - The swift returns .
(n) Mi $iniha |lx'wa - I still work.

Besides the temporal adverbial stems it was also
‘established that a number of denominal stems may func-

tion as temporal adverbs:-—

(i) Nl!ooma tsani nlom - The parrot flies early.(morning)

() IEri n!thoma tsem !u'i - Today the jackal stalks
: the bustard.

(k) Gwa#+'a g+aakhwe 'xwe #'amama - Yersterday the secre-
” tary bird chased the

snake.
(1) |Em mi txa eri - Daytime I hit a guinea fowl.
(m) Etsad glu u-tae - We two went hunting at night.
*  TFor the application of |['aa ~ "then" and tse - '"then"

s e oo

see (4,1.2.1.)



138,

The preésubjectival temporal adverbial position
may also be occupied by temporal adverbial phrases., Al-
though the temporal adverbial.phrases are functionally iden-
tical to the temporal adverbs, they do not usually occur
in the pre-verbal position. The temporal adverbial phrases
are formed by deadnominals + adnominal stemss¥

Glu + ke > gluwa ke

night + this this night

tshe + ke >  tsheya ke

week this this week.

lem + #hei > |emsa #hei

day many many days

(a) Bara wefe ha |lx'wa - He worked the whole year.

(b) Khwe niwi Sisaba ntem'm ha da'ama - Sometimes Sisaba
beats his child.

(¢c) 1Em !xare e tsd Kx'ao u-lae - For a few days Kx'ao

~

and I went hunting.

(d) Tshesa #hei g+'hwi ix'ae - The dog has been ill for
many weeks.

In the course of the research a commonly used ele-

ment ku was observed. All attempts to establish the func-
tion or meaning of this frequently used pre-verbal ele-

ment have failed. Although conclusive data is lacking we
regard ku as having lost its adverbial function and

meaning.

(e) Nleu ku 'm > The elder eats
Nleu 'm

(f) Mi txB-gla ku dzxeni > My brother in law dances.
Mi tx¥-gla dzxeni.

(g) +Oma ku |lew du ha |lx'wa > +Oma does his work well
+0ma [feu du ha lix'wa.
(h) Nama ku za'aha lore #xanu > Long ago the Nama wrote

Nama za'aha |ore #xanu. a letter.

3¢.5.2. THE DESCRIPTIVE ADVERBIAL STEMS.

The descriptive adverbs contribute to the meaning
of the verb by explicitly stating the manner in which the
action is performed. It has been established that !XT
has three categories of descriptive adverbs;

(a) the pre-verbal descriptive adverbs:
(v)- the post-verbal descriptive adverbs,
(c) +the pre- and post-verwal descriptive adverbs.

e s

¥These adnominal stems require a transition -a as dis-
cussed in (2.4.1.1.)
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3.5.2.1,
STEMS .

THE PRE-VERBAL

DESCRIPTIVE ADVERBIAL

The majority of the !XU descriptive adverbs occur

In the course of the re-

search the following examples of this vertical word cate-
gory were observed:-

o
nise
kwe
Sete

taa
tiya

Jleu
tama

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(n)
(1)
()
,(k)

(1)

- nearly
- thus, like this
9 Seka - again, also

- apart, inde-
pendently_

- apart, inde-
pendently.

- well
~ please

Mi ba niSe n#em'm mi ‘o
l1A'e kwe tam sell

E ixare Sete u-lae

Ha tsu taa !xwana
G+'hwi tiya n!u

Kx'ao |leu nlaro ha

G+x'ao tama ||x'wa mi

Kx'eru koma ||'ama ‘'msi

Ha n!'hae !'hd mi

Mi lo llxwasi 'hl eri

Nleu keife kare nmi

n!'hae

n'obe - badly, evilly
s - must
keiSe -~ much

lxwasi - usually
llwe - but

koma, khweSa - perhaps

- perhaps

My father nedrly caned
my brother.

The monkey spilled the .
meal like this.

Our friends have gone
hunting again.

His uncle lives apart."
The dog stands apart.
Kx'ao teaches him well.
G*x'ao please work for me.

Perhaps Kx'eru bought
food. -

Perhaps he knows me.

My brother usually kills
a guinea fowl.

The elder likes me very
much.

In order to contrast a sentence or situation with
another or in order to bring it in relation to

another the !XU use the adverb llwe.

The following

are examples of the application of |lwe; — "put":—

(1) Mi |lwe ko a kwe nllara

But I told you to read like this.

(ii). Da'ama |lwe t¥hi ha ku

But the child drank his milk

(iii) G!x'eufe llwe 'm 'ha

But the pied-babler eats meat.
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~|l|lx'ae - together

-|lxwa -~ with

-khwe - each other, one another,

~{ta - for, on behalf of

~tama -~ unsuccessfully.

-nll'ho - aimlessly

(a) Guni-kx'ao !xeilxwa 'ufu - The hunter cuts with
, - his spear.

(b) Ba'o olxwa mi ~ Ba'o is with me

(c) The adverbial morpheme ~khwe -~ each other serves

~the purpose of the reciprocal in !Xfi. This ad-
verbial morpheme may formally be distinguished
from the other verbal morphemes in that it requires
a transition -a between the verbal stem and the
adverbial morpheme -khwe. This transition -a:

(i) becomes ~wa in the case of verbs ending in
-u or -o; | |
G+'hwasi gllu'uwakhwe. - The dogs bark at eachother.
Dz 'heusi dz'hliwakhwe. - The women call one ano-

ther.

E ts8 mi !o"'owakhwe - My brother and I dream
of one another.

De'ebi nlarowakhwe, - The children teach one
another.

(ii) Dbecomes —-ya in the case of verbs ending in

-¢ or -i,
Si tsf kareyakhwe, ~ The two of them like
_ each other.

I tsd |oreyakhwe., - You two write to each

other.

!'"Hw8 kota dz'heu meniyakhwe. - The man and
the woman ans-
wer each other.

Jul 'hwasi zeiyakhwe, - The Bushmen agree with

one another.
(iii) remains -a in the case of verbs ending in con-

sonants;g
ll'Ao sa Gla'o !'engakhwe,- |['Ao and Gla'o
play a trick on
eaCh Other .
Niwa tsemakhwe,- The cats stalk one another.

(iv) 1is not written in the case of verbs ending

in -a:
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- M'a zakhwe - We curse each other.
S1 khwarakhwe - They untie each'other.

(d) Ni n'arol'a si - I teach on their behalf.

(e) Ha lorel'a ha |'e - He writes for himself.

(f) Nl!aro-kx'zo n'arotame mi tshi -~ The teacher teaches
my brother unsuccess-
fully. '

(g) !'Aa laetama g#x'aro - !'Aa hunts the duiker unsuc~

cessfully.

(h) Mi n#'haonilthowa ts'i -~ I walk aimlegssly in the veld.*

3.5.2.2.,2., THE POST-VERBAL DESCRIPTIVE ADVER-
BIAL STEMS,

By means of a testing frame:
He drives the car beautifully, .

it was established that most of the descriptive adnominal
stems (2.4.1.) of !X% may be used as post-verbal descrip-
tive adverbs:-

Ha nleri | 'homa thoo - He drives the car beautifully. ~

Although the adverbial application of the descriptive ad-
nominal stems has no effect on their structure they were
found to reguire an ending -a.* This ending -a;

(i) becomes -wa 1in the case of adnominal stems
ending in -0 or -uj;
(a) Mi tsu t¥a Ix'euwa g'u

My uncle pours out the water badly

(b) = Si +xae nleu gatuwa t%'u.

Their daughterAsweeps the house cleanly.
(c) Goba ts'ao ecfiva gumi

The Ovambo milks the cow slowly.

(a) Nleu 'm kx'o®wa ‘ha
The elder eats the meat miserly.

(ii) Dbecomes -ya in the case of adnominal stems
ending in -e or -ij;
(e) lAa gu g*e'iya dom
The servant digs the hole deeply.

(f) Thama nll'hom #aabeya nluu
The Herero wipes the bowl brightly.

¥ The fact that the locative ending of the verb (3.1.1.4)
is suffixed to the extension gﬂlgg confirms the suppo-
sition that we are delaing with a series of verbal mor-
‘phemes.,

*¥*¥  The reader will observe that the English translation
of some of the following sentences, cannot accomodate
the meaning implied by the !XU sentence.
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(g) G+'hwa nlei khwiya gumi 7 .
The dog bites the beast painfully.

-(h) Datama du n!'hwiya !enu
The child bends the wire, \

(iii) remains -2 in the case of adnominal stems en-
ding in a consonant:

(1) Ha t%a {|'enga !xeri
He pours the liguor generously.

(j) +Ebe 'ebi n'oma lhwe
The Motswana rides the horse taming it.

(k) Nl!eu n'aro kx'ae #'enga da'ama. ¥

The elder teaches the child cleverly.

(1) Mi !'hg& seu n'!oma 'ha.

My eson roasts the meat.
(iv) is not written in the case of verbs ending
in -a:
(m) IHwe ljlu lo'a emer

The horse kicks the bucket breaking it.

(n) Zuwa he l|lx'wa !'aa ha |'e.
This man works himself hungry.

(o) Mama m#em'm !o'a n|lo!obe.
Grandmother strikes the bottle breaking it.

(p) |Ukx'a t¥hi nil'ha +x& n'om.
|Ukx'a throws the stone far.

3.5.2.3, THE PRE- AND POST-VERBAL DESCRIPTIVE
ADVERBIATL STINS.

A limited series of descriptive adnominal stems are
responsible for the formation of adverbs that may occur
both pre-verbally and post-verbally.

*'eu - slowiy
| wara -~ finish
twa - finish
nlo'o - fastly
!'hae - fastly
i toba - weakly.

¥ The adnominal kx'ae *'enga - "clever'is an adnominal
clause consisting of:

kx'ae - "to have'+ *'eng ~"intelligence".
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a #Ebe lebi #! ]
(a) bl #'euwa dongi _ Tswana rides the

+Ebe #'eu dongi l!ebi.* donkey slowly.

| | =t e

(v) |'Hw& 'm Iwara pa > The pig eats the porridge
| '"Hw8 lwara pa 'm finishing it.

c 1Ae-kx! < i nl! s .

() % kx ao,kufu twa n.ao > The hunter finishes making

lAe-kx'ao twd n'ao kuru the bow.,

(d) Di-kx'ao t3%hi nio'owa Ixeri _
> The drunkard drinks

- ' it 1 s s
Di-kx'ao nio'o !xeri t¥hi the liquor fastly

(e) Zuwa kwa #xuru !'haeya g'hei

> The scared person

. It 1 ,
Zuwa, kw? . 'haeya g.hel #xuru climbs the tree rapidly.

The discussion of the descriptive adverbs may be
concluded by illustrating how the sentences-

Mi !wi |jlom da'a - My sister cuts firewood.
may be expanded by the addition of:¢-

(a) & pre-verbal descriptive adverb:-
Mi !wi Sete |lom da'a - My sister again cuts firewood.
(b) a post-verbal descriptive adverbs-

Mi !wi Sete |lomtama da'a - My sister again cuts
firewood unsuccessfully.

(¢) a pre- and post-verbal descriptive adverbs- * *

Mi lwi Sete #'eu [jom da'a - Iy sister again cuts
the firewood slowly.

Mi lwi Sete #'eu |lom |wara da'a - WMy sister cuts
: the firwood slow-
ly finishing (it)

3.5.3. THE NEGATIVE ADVERBIAL STHMS.

In !XO we observed a number of mutually exclusive
negative adverbs. Their function is to negate the meaning
of the verb. The negative adverbs |wa, lwi, [eu, la, [ao0
and |u are mutually exclusive because they are synonyns.

The negative adverbs were established by putting
testing frames, of the following structure, to the in-

formants:—

-

*¥ In the examples, illustrating the pre-verbal appli-
cation of these adverbs it was observed that the
adverbs (#'eu) and the verbs (l!ebi) are separated
by the objects (dongi). This unusual position
of the object is peculiar to this construction.

*¥ * VWhenever the pre- and post-verbal descriptive adverbs
occur in the pre-verbal position they always succeed
the pre-verbal adverbs:-—-

Niwa taa n!oto khu - The cat quickly jumped
aside.
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I see the man > I do not see the man
Mi ho !'hwa ' Mi {wa ho !'"hwa.

The six forms of the negative adverbs are an excellent
exanple of dialectal variations in !Xf.

(a) Mi !wi |wa nlwd 'ha - My sister does not cook meat.
(b) {Asa |wi !'hd a tsu - |[Asa does not know your uncle.
(c) |lE'ike thoo leu n'eri ~ Today the car does not go.
(d) A tsoma la n#om n'eni - Your nephew does not mould
: a clay pot.

A brief discussion of the copula verb was given

in (3.3). The copula sentences are also subject to

negation:~

(e) !'Hwa o +Ibe. > !''Hwd lao o #Ebe
The man is = Tswana. The man is not a Tswana.

(f) !A o Goba ma. > '4 lu o Goba ma
The servant is.the The servant is not the Ovambo's.
Ovambo's. v

(g) 0 txd-gla > A tx%-gla
Your brother-in- Your brother-in-law is not
law is generous. - generous.

(h) Zoma o n'aro-kx'ao. Zoma lwi o n'aro~kx'ao
Zoma is a teacher, Zoma is not a teacher.

(i) lA o de'ebi masi. > |lA leu o de'ebi masi

The hats are the The hats are not the children's.
childrens. '

(j) !'Xo n'a'a. > !Xo {a n'a'a
The pipe is big. The'pipe is not big.

(k) A #0 gle omi ga. > A #0 lao gle-o mi ga
Ygur debt becomes . Your debt does not become mine.
mine.

(1) Dz'heu si #e¢ o0 a hi, > Dz'heu s& lu *e o a hi.

The womars powder The woman's powder does not
becomes yours. become yours.

3.5.4. THE INTERROGATIVE ADVERBIAL _STEMS.

In !X it should be distinguished between:

(a) +the interrogative adverbs in the transitive
sentence,

(b) +the interrogative adverbs in the intransitive
and copula sentence,

(¢c) the interrogative adverbs in conjunctidn with the
various word categories.
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3.5.4.1. THE INTERROGATIVE ADVERBS IN A
TRANSITIVE SENTENCE.

The single interrogative .structure may be established
by the application of testing frames likes

He drives the car > Does he drive the car?
He dug a hole yesterday > Did he dig a hole yesterday?

Testing frames of this structure revealed that a
synonymous group of words are responsible for changing
statements into interrogatives. We propose to term these
words the"interrogative adverbsl The interrogative ad-

verbs re, xae, kae, ba and wa are semantically and syn-
tactically synonymous. Thus the following sentences are
semantically and syntactically identical:

He drives a car > ' Does he drive a car?

(a) Ha n'eri euto Ha re n'leri euto?

(b) Ha n'leri euto Ha xae n'eri euto?
(¢) Ha n'leri euto Ea kae n'eri euto?

(d) Ha n'eri euto Ha ba n'eri euto?

V V.V V V

(e) Ha n'eri euto Ha wa nleri euto?

In addition it was ascertained that another interrogative
adverb gwae 1is syntactically equal to the interrogative
adverbs discussed above, However this adverb gygg is
only used to phrase questions pertaining to past actions.

He dug a hole yesterday > Did he dig a hole?
(f) Ha gwa%a gu dom He gwae gu dom?

3.5.4.2. THE INTERROGATIVE ADVERBS 1IN THE
INTRANSITIVE AND COPULA SENTENCES.

(a) E niwi dusilx'wa > E nlwi re du-llx'wa?

Our friend works Does our friend work?

(b) Ni'hakx'a gu Ix'wg > ©N|'hakx'a xae gu |x'wd ?

N| thakx'a caught a Did N{ *hakx'a catch a cold?
cold.

(ec) lAe-kx'ao nlla lao 'htt > l!Ae-kx'ao kae nlla lao 'hli?
The hunter leaves kil~- Does the hunter leave
ling the buffalo. killing the buffalo?

(d) Ha n+wd téiya la > Ha ba n#w8 t¥iya !&

He tells of the thing Does he tell of the thlng

that occured. that occured?
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(g)
(r)
(1)
(3)
(k)
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(n),

(0)
(p)

(q)
(r)

(s)
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Si abasiya t¥'u n'eng >
They: pacl: imside the house

Gumi uwa nlamag 'y >
The beast walks beside
the road.

[Xeni n*ei-ga'tuwa niei >
The sieve cleans the fuel

Nieu gli >
The elde; goes out

| "Hwa Bu >
The pig lies (down)

Dongi n !t >
The donkey stands

Ha #*xae nleng >
His daughter sits.

Nem o | 'H® ma >

The lamp is the Euro-
pean's.

T§'u-l'o o #xanu hi >
The cover is the book's

G+x'oife o ¥Yoma >
The caracal is a

predator.

G'heiya ke o rei >
This tree i1s a camel-thorn

'"Hom n'ata >
The lecopard is big

| 'Eng ke >
The blood is here

| 'Eisi tsem o mi gasi >
The axes are nine

Ha 'u nla o N#isa >
Her name is N#isa
Dz'heu kom | thom >

The woman is beautiful

Sttty e e o £ - s |

Si wa abasiya t5'u n'leng?

Do they pack inside the
house?

Gumi re uwa n'ama !3°?

Does the beast walk

beside the road?

|Xeni kae n*ei-ga'uwa niei?

Does the sieve clean the
fuel.

Nleu re g14i?

Does the elder go out?
| 'tHw8 re Ju?
Does the pig lie?

Dongi xae n!li?
Does the donkey stand?

Ha #xae xae nleng?

Does his daughter sit?

Nem kae o | 'H® ma?

Is the lamp the Euro-
pean's?

T8'u-|'o kae o #xanu hi?
Is the cover_the book's?

+x'oife ba o Zoma?
Is the caracal a pre-
dator?

Glheiya ke ba o !'ei? ]
Is this tree a camel-thom

''Hom wa nla'a?

Is the leopard big?

| '"Eng wa ke?

Is the blood here?

[ 'Eisi re o mi gasi?*
Are the axes mine?

Ha 'u xese o N#xisa®?

Is her name N+isa?
| Thom?

Is the woman beautiful?

Dz 'heu kae

e« ittt s sty Sy v o
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*Although any interrogative adverbial stem may be

used in the formation of these interrogatives most
informants preferred the interrogative stem wa.
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3.5.4.3., THE INTERROGATIVE ADVERBS IN CONJUNC-
TION WITH THE VARIOUS WORD CATEGORIES.

In conjunction with the various word categories

of !Xti the interrogative adverbs may produce the same
result as intonation does in English. In other words
when we wish to:-

(a)

(b)
(c)

ascertain the meaning of a word that had becen
pronounced indistinctly,

express astonishment disbelief or doubt,

obtain clarity on whom or what is implied by

a pronoun (2.3.) or referential adnoun (2.4.3.);
the word in question may be used in conjunction
with any one of the interrogative adverbs.* This
point will be illustrated by the consecutive ex-
tensions of the sentence:-

fAama doni dom =~ The snake enters the burrow,

If any of the circumstances, mentioned in a, b
or ¢ above, applies to this sentence, some of the
following questions may be asked:-

“#tAama re? — A snake?
doni ba®? - enters?
dom xae? -~ The burrow?

We will now proceed to illustrate the appli-
cation of these principles to the various word
categories of !Xli, Commencing with the nouns and
the pronouns we will discuss the possible circum- -
stances under which the various interrogative ad-
verbs may be applied. Although we supply exam-
ples of the interrogative adverbs, in conjunction
with the other word categories, it will be left
to the imagination of the reader to construe the
circumstances under which the questions may be

asked.

A, THE INTERROGATIVE ADVERBS IN CONJUNCTIOCN
WITH THE NOUNS AND THE PRONOUNS.

Bearing in mind the conditions mentioned in a, b

and ¢ above the sentence:-

#0ma gu nlao te nlo'd | thwi
#0Oma takes the bow and hurls it at the pig.

P e
Pt e pvnee e}

Although any interrogative adverbial stem may be
used in the formation of these interrogatives most

*

S—re— — ot —
— — —— S S, e’ el i e am— St ot

-informants preferred the interrogative stem wa.
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When addressing people in a crowd the demonstrative
adnoun and its accompanying gesture might fail to commu-
nicate the intention of the speaker:-

:'Hw& he sa dz'heuwa he sa n'eusa he, |lxem mi!
This man and this woman and these elders, follow me !

Some people in the crowd may be uncertain as.to who the
selected persons are and questions like the following
may be asked:=-

+'Hw8 he wa sa dz'heuwa he wa?

This man and this woman?
Nleusa he wa?
These elders?

The referential adnouns are the same as the demon-
strative adnouns and are frequently used in conversations
and narrations. They serve to qualify a noun or pronoun
that had been mentioned in the course of a narration:

N!'heiya he !xwe !'hei te gu te |l'eng ha.
This lion chased the hare and caught it and tied it up.

When in doubt or astonished a listener may probably ask:-—

N'!''hei he wa !xwe !'hei?
Did this lion chase the hare.
Nithei he wa?

This lion?

C. THE INTERROGATIVE ADVERBS IN CONJUNCTION WITH
VERBS.

" When statements are turned into interrogatives
the interrogative adverbs precede the verb (3.5.4.).
However when the !Xfi wish to ascertain the meaning of a
verb that had been pronounced indiétinctly or wish to
express astonishment, disbelief or doubt the interroga-
tive adverbs follow the verb:- '

(a) Da'a-|lom-kx'ao gu g'hel -~ The woodcutter digs
out the tree.
The similarity between: gu - dig and gu -~ take
might prompt the questions;

Gu wa? Mi #'eng a ko gu.

Dig? - I thought you said take
Gu wa? Mi #'eng a ko gu

Take? I thought you said dig



(b)

(c)

(a)

(v)

(c)

(a)

(a)

(b))

(c)
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+0ma n'aro de'ebi ko lore - #0ma teaches the children
to write.
Ha n'!aro de'ebi wa? Mi |wa !'h8 ha |ore

He teaches the children? I did not know that he writes.

et it et et

Mi ba |fom gllx'aa - My father eats the manghetti nut.

| 'Om gllx'aa wa? Ha re |wa hare glu?

Eats the manghetti nut? Does he not fetch water?

D.1. THE INTERROGATIVE ADVERBS IN CONJUNCTION

WITH THE DESCRIPTIVE ADVERBS.

(i) The Pre-Verbal Descriptive Adverbs.

Yiniha ha n+om !u!u ha ni¥e !xei ha gleu ma.
When he made the spear he nearly cut his finger.,

Nife wa? Mi #+'eng ha Sete !xei ka.

Nearly? I thought he cut it again.

IE'ike Sisaba Sete txa glei.
Today Sisaba again hit a blue wildeheest,

o~

¥ete wa? Ha o lae-kx'ao nla'a.
Again? He is a great hunter.

Kx'eru koma || Yama nen.
Perhaps Kx'eru bought a lamp.

Koma wa? Mi |'a ha ko mari.

Perhaps? I gave her money.

N+isa |leu wi Xama.
N+isa helps Xama well.

IIBu wa? Mi 'wa ha ko Xama wi.
Well? I commanded her to help Xana.

(ii) The Post-Verbal Descriptive Adverbs.

Ba'o |lxiwalxwa
Ba'o works with me.

IX'walxwa wa? Ha re jwa kheu da'a?

Work yiﬁ@? Does she not kindle a fire?

Dz ‘heusi !'engakhwe.
The women play tricks on one another.

!'Engakhwe wa? Si re lwa [lx'wa?

Trick one another? Do'nt they work?

Mi nlarol'a si.
I teach on their bechalf.



(a)

(c)

(a)

(a)

(b)

1530

Nlaro|'a wa? A re!'h8 hatSe?

Teach 292?

What do you know?

Did his father not teach him

et e e e v

[(Xeri t%hi nl!o'owa glu

>
li¥eri nlo'o glu t¥hi
Nio'o wa? ~ Fastly?
N'eu gu ||'oba dom
T >

Nleu ||'oba dom gu

||*Oba wa? Ha re |x'ae?
Weakly? Is he il11°?
D.2 THE INTERROGATIVE

WITH THE TEMPORAL

The Herero drives the

> car slowly.

The child finishes
roasting the meat.

!'Aa t3hin|| 'hatama g+x'aro.
!'Aa missed (shot unsuccessfuly) the duiker.
TShin|l 'hatama wa? Ha re Zao?
' Shot unsuccessfuly? Is he blind?
(e) Ha 'aenl'ho |
He hunts aimlessly.
!Aen|/'ho wa? Ha ba re |[wa nlaro ha?
Hunts aimlessly?
(iii) THE PRE-VERBAL AND POST-VERBAL DESCRIPTIVE
ADVERBS.
(2) Thama nleri #'euwa thoo
Thama #'eu thoo nleri
+!Bu wa? - Slowly?
(b) Da'ama seu |wara ‘ha
’ Da'ama |wara !ha seu >
{Wara wa? Mi lwa *om,
Finish? I do not believe.

|IXeri drinks the water
fastly.
Ha re lem?- Is he thirsty?

The elder digs the hole
Wpakly.

ADVERBS IN CONJUNCTION
ADVERBS.

Kx'ao ||'a ba za'aha u.

Kx'ao's father left long ago.

Za'aha wa? Ha re |wa

Long ago?

'hei mi? _
Did he not wait for me?

G+hwi gwa%'a tdhiya ku ko nluu n'eng
Yesterday the dog drank milk from the bowl.




3.5.4.4. THEE PRE-VERBAL ADVERBIAL RELATIONSHIP.

3.5.4.4,1. THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE NEGATIVE
AND DESCRIPTIVE ADVERBIAL STEMS.

The application of a great number of testing frames_
revealed that:-

(i) the pre=~verbal descriptive adverbial stems:

nlobe - Dbadly
[leu - well
kwe - thus

may only succeed the negative adverbial stems |wa, |wi,

e L Haptace ot e s

leu, la, lao and |u:

Ha Iwa lleu |lx'wa |lxara - He does not work well in the garden.
(ii) +the pre-verbial descriptive adverbial stems:
lwe - but
nl!l'hae - perhaps
khwe3a - perhaps

tama - please, obligingly,
may only precede the negative adverbial stems:

Ha |lwe |wa.|lx'wa |[xara - But he does not work in the
garden.

(iii) the pre-verbial descriptive adverbial stems:

nife - nearly

v .

sete -~ again

taa - apart, independently.

tiya - apart, independently
s3 - must
[xwasi - usually,

may either precede or succeed the negative adverbial stems:

Ha niSe Iwa |lx'wa |lxara -~ He nearly did not work in
the garden.
Ha {wa niSe l|ix'wa |lxara - He nearly did not work in the
' ' garden.

3.5.4.4.,2. THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE INTERROGATIVE,
NEGATIVE AND DESCRIPTIVE ADVERBIAL STEMS.

The testing frames also revealed that the interroga-
tive adverbial stems always precede the negative and

descriptive adverbial stems. Thus the interrogative versions
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of ‘the sentences in (3.5.4.4.1. above) are:

(1) Ha re Iwa |leu |lix'wa |lxara? - Does he not work
' well in the garden ?

(ii) Ha re llwe fwa lx'wa |lxara? - But does he not work
in the garden?

(iii) Ha re |wa |lx'wa |jxara? - Did he nearly not work
in the garden?

Ha re Iwa nis@ |lx'wa ||lxara? - Did he nearly not
work in the garden?

3.5.4.4.3. THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE INTERROGATIVE
NEGATIVE, DESCRIPTIVE AND TEMPORAL AD-
VERBIAL STEMS. ‘ ,

The analysis of testing frames revealed an astonishing
number of positions which may be occupied by the temporal
adverbial stems. In the sentences of (3.5.4.4.2. above) the
occurence of the temporal adverbial stems was observed:-

(a) Dbetween the interrogative and the negative adverbial
stems,

(b) hetween the interrogative and the descriptive adver-
bial stems,

(c) Dbetween the negative and the descriptive adverbial
stems,

(d) between the descriptive and the negative adverbial stems,
(e) succeeding the negative adverbial stem [in structure
(@) abovel and the descriptive adverbial stem [in the
structure (c) abovel. The temporal adverbial stems
we re never observed to succeed the descriptive ad-
verbial stems:
ni:obe - badly
lleu - well
kwe - - thus -

This rather complex hierarchial description may be
simplified by indicating the various positions of the tem-
poral adverbial stems, in the sentences of (3.5.4.4.2 above),

by means of the symbol la—
lleyike
(i) Ha re « Twa lleu |lx'wa ||lxara ? * Does he not work
well in the garden

today?

ey R e et Sl —— ——————— S Y 400 SO Tt Wi —
e ve———— —

*  The Egggoral adverbial stems were not observed to succeed
the déscriptive adverbial stems of (3.5.4.4.1.)(i)
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lletike
Ha re fwa ¢ lleu [lx'wa ||xara? - Does he not work well
: in the garden today?

letike |
(ii) Ha re lwe lwa |Ix'wa |lxara? - But does he not work
‘ - in the garden today?
lle'ike '
I
Ha re |lwe lwa |lx'wa llxara ? - But does he not work
in the garden 1oday-
llerike
Ha re |{lwe |wa v llx'wa |lxara? - But does he not work
in the garden today?
lle 'ike '
(iii) Ha re Y niSe lwa |lx'wa |lxara? - Did he not nearly
work in the garden
: o
le'ike Loday:
Ha re nife ¥ |wa ||lx'wa ||lxara? - Did he not nearly
work in the garden
. o
l?Like today®
Ha re nife lwa ¥ |lx'wa |lxara? - Did he not nearly
: work in the garden
; _
le'ike foday:
4 v ‘ .
Ha re ¥ jwa nife ||[x'wa |lxara? - Did he not nearly
work in the garden
l?
lletike today®

Ha re lwa 3 ni¥e |x'wa llxara?- Did he not nearly
- work in the garden
today.
Begides this syntactical freedom of the temporal adver-—
bial stems we also observed the syntactical stability of
the interrogative adverbial stems. It may therefore be con-
cluded that the interrogative adverbial stems function as a
“vertical syntactical'boundary between the nominal ahd ver--
bal segments of sentences. Thus all the adverbial stems,
in the pre-verbal adverbial position, succeed the interroga--

tive adverbial stems.

In addition to the pre-verbal occurence of the tem-
poral adverbial stems, attention was also paid to their
pre—-subjectival occurence:-

(1) |lEtike ha |[wa |leu |lx'wa |lxara - He did not work well
in the garden to-day-
(ii) |IE'ike ha |lwe #wa |lx'wa |lxara - But he did not work

in the garden today.

(iii) ||E'ike ha [wa ni¥e |lx'wa |lxara - He nearly did not
' work in the garden
today.
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(a) ‘IWara xae gwax'a |u |leu d%¥taa Samanga?
Did the baboon not steal the maize well yesterday?

(b) 1IWara xae |u gwa+'a |leu d%'aa Samanga?

Did the baboon not steal the maize well yesterday?
(Temp¢Adv.) (Te$p. Adv.)(Temp. Adv)

C. Subj. + Interr. Adv., + Descr. Adv. + Neg. Adv. ﬁ Verb.+ Obj.

(a) Kx'ao kae n'!‘homa |lwe la wi a tae?
But will Kx'ao not help your mother tomorrow?

(b) Kx'ao kae |lwe n!'homa la wi a tae?
But will Kx'ao not help your mother tomorrow?

(c) Kx'ao kae llwe la n!'homa wi a tae?
But will Kx'ao not help your mother tomorrow?

(d) Dz'heu ba gna llxwasi leu #'eri mi ? A
Did the woman not usually forget me long ago?

(e) Dz'heu ba |lxwasi gwa leu #'eri mi ?
Did the woman not usually forget me long ago?

(f) Dz'heu ba |lxwasi feu gwa +'eri mi ?
Did the woman not usually forget me long ago ?

D. Temp. Adv. + Interr, Adv. + Subj. + Neg. Adv. +Descr, Adv.
+Verb + Obj.

(a) G+'had wa |IlUSe |wi n'!obe nabo 'msi?
Did |{USe not gather the veldkos badly long ago ?

(b) G#'had wa ||[USe |wi keisi nabo 'msi ?

_ Did |lUSe not frequently gather the veldkos long ago?

E. Temp. Adv. + Interr, Adv. + Subj. + Descr. Adv. + Neg. Adv.
+ Verb. + Obj.

(a) |Ema he re (X'aeSe khweSa lao |lom nlao ? ¥
Did |X'aeSe not perhaps chop the plank this day?

(b) 1Ema he re |X'aeSe niSe lao |lom n'ao ?
Did {X'aefe not nearly chop the plank this day?

Althought the pre-verbal adverbial stems and the pre-
and post-verbal adverbial stems function independently,
attention should be given to the pre-verbal occurence of
the pre- and post verbal adverbial .stems (3.5.2.3. )

It has been observed that these adverbial stems func-
tion in sentences like:
Da'ama n#*'hwaa |wara pa > The child finishes mixing the

porridge.
Da'ama |wara pa n*'hwaa

* The elements |Ema he constitute a temporal adverbial
phrase (3.5.1%
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The pre-verbal occurence of the pre- and post-verbal
adverbial stems presented no problem because they always
succeded the terminal pre-verbal adverbial stem in any of

the five structures discussed in A, B, C. D end E zbove).

A. Da'ama re He ike |wa si |wara pa na&'hwaa‘P

Did the child not §£g£§Q'm1X1ng the porrldge well
today?

C. Da'ama re |le'ike |lwe Jwara pa n#+'hwaa?
But did the child not finish mixing the porridge
today? B

C. |lE'ike re da'ama |wa niSe |wara pa n='hwaa? .
Did the child not finish mizing the porridge well

today?

E. |[lE'ike re da'ama niSe |wa |wara pa n='hwaa?
Did the child not finish mixing the porridge well
today?
This brief discussion of the adverbial hierarchy
has not exhausted the data on these versatile word catego-
ries. A more detailed discussion of this kind does not

fall within the scope of our present project.

3.6. SUMMARY.

- v 1 o —

A. 1In Chapter 3 a distinction was made between:

(a) Transitive verbal stems,

(b) Intransitive verbal stems.
(a) The Transitive Verbal Stems are subdivided
into:—v

(i)  the irregular stems that have diffe-
rent forms of the stem (depending on
the singularity or plurality of the

obgect\
'"Hw8 gu da'ama - > !'Hwa n! ‘hwi de'ebi.
The man catches the The man catches the children.

child.

G+aakhwe !'hli +'aama. > G+aakhwe !‘wd *azmhi.
The secretary bird kills 'The secretary bird kills
the snake. the snakes.
(ii) The regular verbal stems that are un-
-~ affected by the singularity or plu-
rality of the objects

EKx'ao ||fama hema > Kx'ao ||'ema hemasi
Kx'ao buys a shirt Kx'ao buys shirts.
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N!''hei kwa . !'hwd. > N!thei kwa nllae

‘The lion fears the man. The lion fears the men.

(b) The Intransitive Verbal stems were also
subdivided into.

(i) the irregular verbal stems that assume
different forms (depending on the
singularity or plurality of the sub-

ject )
N'leu lei. > Nleusi 'ao
The elder dies. The elders die
Dz 'heu du. > Dz 'heusi g*a
The woman reclines. The women recline,

(ii) The regular stems that are uneffec-
ted by the singularity or plurality
of the subject.

'Xo u. > Xo u

The elephant goes. The elephants go
Euto *'eng, > Euto *'eng

The car ages. The cars age.

The addition of the plural morphemes is hot impera—
tive in the subjects and objects of sentences containing
irregular verbal stems. The application of the plural
irregular verbal stems implies plural subjects or objects.

B. All verbal stems ending in -0, -u,-e, -i, and
consonants require a transition -a when the objectival exten-

sion of the verb is locative:

Da'ama n#em'm ha tae. > Da'ama nem'ma t5'u n'leng.
The child beats it's mother, The child beats in the house.

| "HD u. > | *H® uwa |Aotdha

PR

The European goes. The Puropean goes to |Ao%sEha
C. The Copular Verbal Stemas may be divided into:-

(a) The Possessive Copular Siructure..
Zogana o =Ebe hi.- The honey is the Tswana's.
| 'Ei o Yul'hwd ga. - The axe is the Bushman's.

(b) The Nominal Copular Structure.

Goba 6 Zu . - The Ovambo is a nerson.
N!'hei o Zoma.- The lion is a predator.
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(c) The Adnominal Copular Structure.

Gumi |'hom ~ The beast is beautiful.
Ao t&hin'ei - The buffalo is fierce.

D. The Imperative Structure lacks a subject.
We distinguish:

(a) The General Imperative which does not state for whom
or whose behalf the action should be carried out:

Sisaba, #om g#u'u! - Sisaba, divide the millet !
M'm da'ama! - Suckle the child !

(b) The Restricted Imperatives are subdivided into:
(1) The Reflexive Imperatives.

Na"msi ! - Give me food !
Dz'heu, na g!u ! - Woman, give me water ! .
(ii) The Transitive Imperative.
Cul'a da'ama ko zo ! — Dig honey for the child !
Seulfa-nnge ko !ha'l - Roast meat for the men !
*

'(¢) The Negative Imperative.

Sisaba, nlla *om g+u'u ! - Sisaba, do not divide the millet !

Nila m'm da'ama { - Do not suckle the child !

Nila Ea ‘msi ! - Do not give me food !

Dz 'heu, nila na g!u ! - Woman, do not give me water !

Nila gu |'a da'ama ko zo ! - Do hotvdigjhoney for the child !

Tlla seul'a nH?e ko 'ha ! . - Do n?t roast meat for the
men !

E. In the discussion of the adverbial stems we

distinguished:

(1) four different pre-verbal series of ad-

verbial stems:

He ka n+hei - He sneezes now.

Ha |wa nt'hei - He does not sneeze
Ha |lwe n+#'hei -~ But he sneezes

Ha re n*'hei? - Doeg he sneeze?

(ii) two different pre—-subjectival serieg of ad-

verbial stems:

Ka ha n*'hel - He sneezes now.

Ka re ha n+'hei - Does he sneeze gow?
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(b) The negative adverbial stems usually:

(i) precede the descriptive adverbial stems:
nlobe - badly
lleu - well
kwe - thus

(ii) succeed the descriptive adverbial stems:

llwe ~  but

'n!'hae - perhaps

khwela - perhaps

tama - ©please, obligingly.

(iii) precede or succeed the descriptive adverbial

stems:
" ni%e - nearly
Sete - again
taa - apart, independently.
si -~ must
llxwasi - wusually
keisi - much, frequentiy.

(c) The pre-verbal descriptive adverbs are not mutually
exclusive and two or more of them may thus be jux-
taposged:

+Fbe Sete keisgsi llew du-kx'oni euto.

Again the Tswana repairs the car very well.

(d) Although the temporal adverbial stems may occur in
different syntactical positions, they were found to
be syntactically imcompatible. In other words
a sentence may contain one temporal adverb only.

Ha re gwa khweSa |wa njlara +xanu?
Did he not perhaps read the letter long ago?

He. re khweSa gwa |wa nllara #xanu?
Did he not perhaps read the letter long ago?:

Ha re khweSa |wa gwa nilara +#xanu?
Did he not perhaps read the letter long ago?

(e) 1In their pre-verbal application the pre- and post-
verbal adverbial stems always succeed the pre-verbal
adverbial stems: _

Ha re khwesa |wa gwe. twd +xanu nnﬁrg?
Did he not perhaps finish reading the letter long ago?

—==0000000 ——-—



CHAPIER 4.

4. THE CONJUNCTIONS AND THE COMPLEX
INTERROGATIVES.

Discussion of the conjunctions and the complex
interrogatives was postponed because of the more complex
structures in which they occur,

4.1, THE CONJUNCTIONS.

Ti.e conjunctions constitute a category of words .
that is syntactically distinct from the word categories
discussed in the previous chapters. Because of their
functions and positions in the sentence it was decided

distinguish between:

(i)  +the nominal conjunctions,
(ii) +the syntactical conjunctions.

4.1.1. THE NOMINAL CONJUNCTIONS.

The nominal conjunctions, as the name implies, are ele-
ments denoting: the junction of two or more nominals in a
" sentence. |
Distinctions will be made between:—

(i)  the additive conjunction,
(ii) +the possessive conjunction,
(iii) the objectival conjunction.

4.,1.1.1., THE ADDITIVE CONJUNCTIONS.

The additive conjunctions serve to signify the syntac-
tical concomitance of two or more nouns as compound ob-

jects or compound subjects of sentences:-

G+aakhwe !'wi goru sa *'aama.
The secretary bird kills the lizard and the snake.

Guni-kx'ao sa g+'hwi u-‘ae.
The hunter and the dog go hunting.

Because the conjunction sa -~ "and" co-ordinates the syntacti-
cal relationships of the nouns goru — "lizard" and +'zama -
"snake" it was decided to texrm it an "additive conjunction",.
It was also observed that the conjunctions kota, keta, kosi,
kesi, kota, keti oka and oko are synonymous with sa. Thus

in the following sentences any of these conjunctions may

be substituted for -sa:-

165
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(a) Da'ama sa n|'hwi 'm Samanga
The child and the mouse eat a mealy.

(b) Mi #xae kwa [la‘e sa [wara.
My daughter fears the monkey and the baboon.

(¢) Da'a ku'u tseri sa hena.
The fire burns the chair and the shirt.

(¢) !'Hwa ||'ama sell sa lxeni.

The man buys maize meal and a sieve,

Being a compound subject or object of a sentence
implies grammatical plurality. It has been illustrated, in
previous chapters, that the numboer of the subject or
object of a sentence has a influence on:-

(i) +the personal pronouns,

(ii) the possessive pronouns,

(iii) the irregular transitive verbs,
(iv) +the irregular intransitive verbs,
(v) the adnominal copula structure.

4.1,1,1.7. THE INFLUENCE OF THE ADDITIVE CON-
' JUNCTIONS ON THE DPERSONAL PRONOUNS.

The application of the additive conjunctions between
singular nominals has as a result the formation of compound
subjects and objects. These compound subjects and objects
function as plural nominals .

Whenever nouns, of the same noun class, are joined
by the additive conjunctions sa, kota, keta, kosi kesi, kotl
keti, oka and oko there is no problem as to the formation

of a common personal pronoun because such compound subjects
and compound objects assume the plural pronoun of their

original noun class.

Class {i)a + Class (i)a.

(a) !'Hws sa da‘ama ([x'wa. Si kare ||'ama |hwe _
The men and the child They want to buy a horse.
work. - '

Class (i)b + Class (i)b.
(b) A re ho nlwa sa g+'hwi. Hi 'm !‘'ha.
Do you see the cat and They eat meat.

the dog.,
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Class (i)ec + Class (i)ec.

(c) Mi kare spera sa se. Mi ||'ama ha.
I want a safety pin and I buy them,
soap.

Class (i)d + (4i)a.

(d) Dz'heu lixara g+u'u sa Samanga - Hi nlu'ubu
The woman plants millet and They grow.
maize.

Class (ii) + Class (ii)

(e) Zul'hw& kx'ae hema sa njo. Ha !xom ka

The Dushman has a shirt He puts them on.

and a skin.
As soon as the additive conjunction joins nouns,

belonging to different noun classes, the formation of a
common plural pronoun is not possible.X

Class (i)a + Class (i)b.

T'Hwd sa g+'hwl guni. Mi |hoo - *¥

The man and the dog I follow (them)

hunt. '
Only when nouns, bzlonging to the noun classes. (i)b and
(i)d, are joined by the additive conjunctions is it
possible to have a common plural personal pronoun. This
is so because the plural pronouns, of these two noun classes,
are hi in both cases. Thus a response may be expected on
those testing frames of which the nouns, constituting the
compound subject or object, belong to the noun classes (i)b
and (i)d :-

(f) Mi kwa |emboro sa zo. Hi n#ei~-¥awiya Zu.

I fear the mosquito They hurt a person.
and the bee.

(g) 7Yul'hwidsi kx'ae 'u'u . kota de'enisi. Si {lx'wa lxwa hi.

The Bushmen have a spear and fire- They work with them.
sticks.

(h) Kx'ao kare |xeni kesi zere. Hi nl'eng.
Kx‘ao likes a guinea-~fowl They are nice.

and peanuts.

*¥ The nouns of Class (i)b and (i)d are exceptions to this
- rule.

*¥  The plural personal pronoun "them" can not be
translated into !X#l because the nouns !'Hwd and
g+'hwi have as their respective plural pronouns
the incompatible forms si and hi.
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(i) Ha kx'wa hamer sa l|xei. Hi n'a.
He searches for the hammer They are lost.
and the dagger.

4.1.1.1.2., THE INFLUENCE OF THE ADDITIVE CONJUNC-
TIONS ON THE POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS.

It has been observed in (4.1,1.1.1.) that only nouns,
with homonymous plural personal pronouns, can constitute
compound subjects and objects that will also assume a
common plural pronoun. This rule also applies to the
possessive pronouns.

_ In the discussion of the possessive pronouns
(2.3.2.) we have observed that only the nouns of class (i)e
and (1)b have homonymous possessive pronouns. This im=-
plies that, when joined by the additive conjunctions,
these noun classes will also be able to form a common possessive
pronoun:-

Class (i)a + Class (i)b.

(a) Da'ama sa g+'hwi o mi hisi.
The child and the dog are mine.

(b) Mi hisi o 'hebi kota sei.

Mine are the wife and the canvas.
(¢) Dz'heuma sa |'eu o *Oma hisi.

The girl and the duiker are #Oma's.

(d) Peri sa !'hwd o ||'Eixa hisi.
The goat and the men are the Lord's.

It follows that those nouns, not having homonymous
possessive pronouns, can also constitute the compound
stbjects and compound objeéts but they can not assume a
common possessive pronoun because their possessive pronouns
are not hcmonymous:--

Class (i)a + Class (i)ec.
(e) Mi Lz'wa a |[x'aeya-kx'ao kosi mi #xanu.
I am looking for your visitor and my book.
Class (i)b + Clacs (ii)

() +#Ebe kx'ae !'hwe sa sare.
The Tswane has a horse and a saddle.
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(g) Mi !'hd teni-%& a nem sa n*'heizem.
My son returned your lamp and spoon.

Class (i)d + Class (ii)

(h) ['HY ||'ama glx8 sa glo'o
The European buys beads and ostrich beads.

- The !Xt informants were not only amused but great-
ly perplexed at their inability to supply common pronouns
for the compound subjects and compound objects consti-
tuted by nouns with incompatible pronominal forms.

4,1.1.,1.3. THE INFLUENCE OF THE ADDITIVE CON-

JUNCTIONS ON THE IRREGULAR TRANSI-
TIVE VERBS.

The additive bonjunctions are responsible for the
formation of compound subjects and objects in sentences.
Functionally these compound subjects and objects are to be
regarded as equal to plural nominals.' Tais implies that
'_the plural forms of the Irregular Transitive Verbs (3.1.1;)
will be used in response to testing frames of the follow-

ing structure:-
The car breaks the bow and the arrow.

The following examples i1llustrate the concord
between the verb and the compound object:—

(a) Kx'ao nl|'hwi n'om sa nllo'obe.
Kx'ao takes the stone and the bottle.

(b) |Hwe kx'oma sare kota 'hu-ts'i.
The horse breaks the saddle and the kraal gate.

(c) N'eu Swe hema sa baki.
The elder removes the shirt and jacket.

(d) G'a !'wd da'a sa nem
The rain extinguishes the fire and the lamp.
4,1.1.4, THE INFLUENCE OF THE ADDITIVE CON-

JUNCTIONS ON THE IRREGULAR IN-
TRANSITIVE VERBS.

This category of verbs assume the plural form of
the verb when preceded by a plural nominal (3.2.1.). The
application of the compound subject in conjunction with the
Irregular Intransitive verbs produced the following struc-

turess:~
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(a) Nlwa sa +'aama 'ao |
The cat and the snake died.

"_(b) N+isa sa niwa g'e'i.
N+isa and the cat went out.

(c) 'Ae-kx'ao sa g+'hwi g*a.
The hunter and the dog lie down.

(d) [X'aeya-kx'ao sa ha dz'heu g!'hoo.
- The visitor and his wife sat down.
4,1.1.1.5. THE INFLUENCE OF THE ADDITIVE CON-

JUNCTIONS ON THE ADNOMINAL COPULA
STRUCTURE.

The compound subjects, formed by the additive
conjunctions, act as plural nominals in sentences. It
follows that when the compound subject or object is used
in the Adnominal Copula structure it should also be used
with the plural forms of the Irregular Adnominal stems.®

(a) |IWade sa Seullm 'ao
The radio and the tape-recorder are turned off.

(b) Sisaba |'li kota t¥hi kx'oma.
‘Sisaba's bow and arrow are broken.

(c) Si !'hd sa si #xae l!aeya.
Their son and daughter are big.

(a) !U'u kesi gllom'm 'ooamhi.
The spear and the club are short.

4,1.1.2, THE POSSESSIVE CONJUNCTION.

In XU the possessive relationship may be denoted

by.simply juxtaposing nouns:-

'"hwd nlao - the man's bow.
dz'heu tgeri -~ the woman's chair.
kwd kx'ao - the knife's owner.
~euto !'hei - the car's steering wheel.

* This does not apply to the Regular Adnominal stems
(2.4.1.1.)
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This possegsive structure becomes more explicit when -
the possessive conjunction ||'a is added :-

"'"hwd ||'a n'ao “he man's bow.,

dz'heu ||'a tseri the woman's chair.
kwd |l'a kx'ao -~  +the knife's owner.

euto |j'a !*hei «  the car's steering wheel.

- The possessive conjunction is commonly used in the
expression of consanguinity and affinity:-~

(a) lUSe |l'a !u-n'a'a ||'a u o G+x'ao. *
lUSe's grandfather's name is g#x'so.

(b) Mi gwa+'a ho a tsu ||'a tsoma.
Yesterday I saw your uncle's nephew,

(c) A txB-gla ||t tsu ||'a !wi |X'ae.
Your_brother—in-law's uncle's gister is ill.-

(da) !'Aa |l'a |'udz'hu |l'a #xae |l'a i'hwd o !'Aa ha |'e.
''"Aa's mother~in-law's daughter's husband is !'Aa him-
_ self.
It should be observed that the last noun, of a series
connected by the possessive conjunction ||'a, functions
as the subject or the object of a sentence. The other nouns
preceding such an object or'subject merely serve to qualify
it. This is clearly illustrated by the following sentences:-
(e) liXeri {|'a. 1'tl !o'a '
[[Xeri's bow is broken.
HXeri li'a |'Usi kx'oma.
lIXerits bows are broken.
(f) Mi t5hi {['a glom !hiu.
My arrow's poison kills.
Mi t8hi l|'a g?gmsi Y'wE .,
My arrow's poisons kill.

(g) Dz'heuwa he ||'a !wi Sete o mi ma.
This woman's sister is also mine.

Dztheuwa he |l'a 'wisi Sete o mi hisi.
This woman's sisters are also mine.

*¥The application of the possessive conjunction in the
following sentences does not imply that a kinship
terminology does not exist in !Xfi.
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(h) Eiya {l'a nani gle o mi ma.

Mothers needle becomes mine.

Piya |l'a nanisi gle o mi masi.
FaY
Mother's needles become mine,

(i) Si #xae li'a niwa tsem lei.
Their daughter's cat is dead.

Si #xae |l'a niwasi tsem !ao
Their daughter's cats are dead.

4.1.1.3. ‘THE OBJECTIVAL CONJUNCTION.

In the discussion of the Imperative (3.4.2.2.) we
came across the word ko. It was observed that this word
always appeared between the direct and the indirect ob-~
jects of the sentence. The word ko is regarded as an ob-
jectival conjunction responsible for a closer syntactical
junction between the verb and the direct object than be-
tween the verb and the indirect object. As such the con-
junction ko also functions as a structural signal preventing
ambiguity between sentences like:

(a) Si !'eul'a mi ko dz'heu -~ They call the woman for me.
Si !'eul'a mi dz'heu - They call on my wife's behalf.

(b) Kx'ao ll'eng!'a |'H® ko g!x'eru - Kx'ao snares the
: leopard for the Euro-
pean.

Kx'ao lltengl'a I‘Hﬁ'g!x'eru -~ Kx'ao snares on behalf
of the European's leopard.
The reader will observe that the direct object always follows
the conjunction ko:~

(¢) Guni-kx'ao gul'a da'ama ko !'hei ma.
The hunter catches a baby rabbit for the child.

(d) Ha !'n& niwdl'a n'eu ko t3hi.
His gson cooks the liver for the elder.

(e) G+'hwi nleiya horokoko ko t5'u nleng.*
The dog bites the fowl in the fowl-run.

(f) !'Aa !xeiya xei ko tafer |ho.
!'Aa cuts the bread on the table.

(g) Si ll'hemm|'a mi ba ko n!'hwi. )
They ambush the kudu for my fathers.

—

*¥ In !Xt the locative extension of the verb (3.1.2.4.)
may also function as a direct object. This is illus-
trated by the following sentences.
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(h) G#x'oi%e guwa !'hei ko nlom !&.
The caracal catches the hare beside the rock,.

(i) Niwa 'ma 'msi ko tseri di.
The cat eats the food under the chair.

4,1,2. THE SYNTACTICAL CONJUNCTIONS.

In the previous chapters the discussions were
based on sentences that are syntactically simple.
When analysed the structure of these simple sentences was
found to be:-=

Adv., + Subj. + Adn. + Adv. + Verb + Adv. 4+ Indirect Obj.+Synt.
+ Conj. + Direct Object.

The most important feature of the simple sentence is that it
is constituted by a single verb or verbal compound:

(a) Gwa*'a dz'heu gu n'eni - Yesterday the woman took
, ~ the clay pot.

(b) Gwa+'a dz'heu gu-tseu nleni - Yesterday the woman
, o lifted the clay pot.

The syntactical conjunctions are responsible
for the junction of two or more sentences. These sentences
may have:-

(i) +two independent verbs and will then be termed
“compound sentences."

(ii) one independent and one or more dependent verbs and
will be termed the "complex sentences",

(iii) +two or more independent verbs and at least one
dependent verb and will be termed the "complex COm—
pound sentences."(Because they are a combination
of (i) and (ii) above).

The syntactical conjunctions of !X{i may be subdivided

intc.: -

(i) +the narrative conjunctions,
(ii) the subordinating conjunctions.

4,1.2.,1. THE NARRATIVE CONJUNCTIONS.

Unlike the subordinating conjunctions (4.1.2.2,)
the narrative conjunctions bring about’. - the fusion
of two or more syntactically independent verbs.
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Because of the semantical and syntactical bond between
sentences, jolned by the narrative conjunctions, we pro-
pose to term them "compound"sﬁntences. As the name im-
plies this conjunction is used as a juncture in the narra-

tion of a sequence of events.

7n ‘XU as in other languages, the endless repi-
tition of the nominals, concerned in the narration, is not
conductive to the development of a plot:- '

Eiya kheu da'a te Eiya nlwd 'msi te Eiya !''eu de'ebi.
Mother kindles a fire and mother cooks food and mother
calls the children.

The !XUl apply language economy by substituting the

nouns: -~
(1) by their pronouns;

Eiya kheu da'a te ha n{wd 'msi te ha !'eu de'ebi.

Mother kindles the fire and she cooks food and she calls
the children.

(ii) by zero pronouns.

Eiya kheu da'a te nlwd 'msi te !'eu de'ebi.
Mother kindles a fire and cooks food and calls the children.

We will.now proceed to illustrate the application
of the narrative conjunction in a narrative sequence. In
the following text the reader will observe that, after their
introduction into the text, the subject and the object of
the narrative sequence are regarded as understood. Fach
consecutive change of subject or object is indicated
by the inclusion of that noun into the text. After this
the new subject or object will also be regarded as under-
stood. For the sake of distinctiveness the pronouns of
subjects and objects may sometimes be included in the text:-

Kx'ao u-lae te ho n'leng.
Kx'ao goes hunting and sees an eland.
te tsem te t8hinli'ha te txa
and stalks (it) and shoots(it) and hits (it).
te !'eu mi. E tsd lhoo te
and calls me. We two follow (it) and

ho ' zo te gu te lleu 'm te
find honey and dig (it) and enjoy eating (it) and
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Sete {hoo  n'eng. Glu e tsd&. ho ha
again followed the eland. Nightime we two saw it

te tsem ha +te glxoni ha te hil ha
and stalked it and hurled (an assegai) and killed it,

te a'e ha te selt t3h1 Nio me

and skinned it and roasted the liver, This morning I
u-!teu Zu te tsilgleya t&tul'ho  te

went to call the people and arrived at home and

ho Zu kwara. Mi  tse uwa

found the people gone. I  then went to

lAotEha te Yeu si. Ka elg e Kx'ao
{Aot¥ha and called them. When we returned Kx'ao

gllao twg  !ha.
had finished hanging the meat.

The narrative conjunction is usually used in con-
junction with the temporal adverbs ||'aa- "then" and tse -
"then". The reader will observe that [|'aa and tse
have different positions in relation to the subject of the
sentence. The temporal adverb tse invariably follow the
subjéct while the adverb |i'aa always precedes the subject.
Both |l'aa and tse always follow the narrative conjunction te.

|Xtaele abasi te I} taa Iteu
{X'aede packs and  then calls.
ha dz'heu te sa tse n#eu.
his wife and they then travel to
+Ebe~-n !ore*. Ka sa  tsi-%e ha !'nfl.
- Botswana. When they arrived he killed
n!thwd te I'aa sa l!xwana. |Em nlwi,
a kudu - and then they settled. One day,
giniha |X'aefe guni, #'aama nlei ha
while  |X'aefe was hunting, a snake bit his
dz theu te - ha  tse lei, Ha &e
wife and she then died. He returned
te ho ha dz 'heuwa tei. . Ha tse
and found his deceased wife. He then
fom ha te H’éa abasi te uwa  Makuri
buried her ' and then packed and went to Makuri.

¥ The personal pronoun sa, as isused i i i
: n_this narrativ
is a contraction of tie pronoun s1 and %ﬁe a fominal 'stem

Tsa -~ "two',
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The following examples are representative of the
application of the adverb [lwe - "but" in conjunction
with the narrative conjunction te. InC 3.5.2.1.(1) 3
1t was observed that the adverb [we has a contrastive
function. This is‘amply illustrated in the following

examples:-

(a) +Ebe !'eu g+'hwi te |lwe hi |wa kare ha ||xem.
The Tswana calls the dogs but they do not want to
follow him.

(b) +Oma txa kwat3hi te |lwe ha [wa n+'hao.
#0ma hits the mousebird but it does not fall.

(c¢) Mi +'eng te ko ha |wa ho nem'm te |lwe ha n#wi.
- I think that he has not seen the korhaan but he

denies it, '

(d) 'U'i nlom te llwe !'hwd txa.
The kori bustard flies but the man hits,.

(e) Mi gllaa niwa nl 'hebite te |lwe mi tsu Iwa !'al
My aunt cooks a duck but my uncle is not hungry.

(f) N#wara lu guni te |lwe ha 'm 'ha
The pied-crow does not hunt but it eats meat,

{g)  Si !teu N#isa te |lwe ha lwa tsi.
They call N+isa but she does not come.

Despite the semantic contrast in these sentences they are
regarded as syntactical units compounded from two indepen-
dent sentences. Thus the sentence:

Ha du se te |lwe ha |[wa txa tsani.
He tries but he does not hit the parakeet.
consists of the two independent sentences:

Ha du se - He tries.
Ha |lwe [wa txa tsani * -~ But he does not hit the parakeet.

In the course af the discussion of the narrative con-
junction te, it has been observed how this conjunction is
responsible for the formation of compound sentences. In
addition it has Been established that it is more common for
the temporal adverbs ﬂlgg - "then", tse -~ "then" and the
descriptive adverb |[lwe ~ "but" to appear in compound sen-

tences than in simple sentences.

¥ The reader's attention should be drawn to the syntactlcal
position of |lwe in:-

i) +the compound sentences (a - g above)
ii) the simple sentences (3.5.2.1. 1.
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Ha kuru !ulu - - He makes a spear.
it will become semantically and syntactically dependent:
Khama ha kurﬁ 'ulu - Because he makes a spear —---—-

This sentence now requires an independent sentence as a
semantical and syntactical extension:-

!'Aa || 'ama soi khama ha kuru ‘ulu.
!"Aa buys a file because he makes a spear.

The resulting sentence contains one independent verb and
one syntactically dependent verb. According to the
discussion in (4.1.2.) this kind of sentence should be
regarded as a'complex sentence". The following sentences

‘not only illustrate the application of the subordinating
conjunctions but also exemplify the structure of the complex
sentence: '

(a) Mi tsu kx'wa meri khama ha kare zo H*ama.
My uncle searches for money because he wants to buy
su gaI.' .

(b) Khema mi gu dz'heu mi x'wa n'ama,
Because I married (a woman) I work on the road.

(c¢) 1X‘'ae¥e guni lao khama ha kare ha 'husi n#ei-||'ama.
{X'aefe hunts the buffalo because he wants to sell
the horns,

(d) Khama a n'obe mi, mi |u Sete wi a
Because you suspect me I will not help you again.

(e) Mi !teu a dz'heu ka mi ho ha
I will call your wife if I see her.

(f) Xa a Se a tama teni na !xeri.
If you return please bring me some liguor.

(g) Kx'ao teni-%e !xomsi ka ha tsi.
Ka'ao brings back clothes if he returns,

(h) Xa si n'obe n+*em'm mi,mi n#eu |AotEha
If they caneme badly I will go to lAotSha.

(i) Ha |lxem ha tsu |l'aa ha n'aro ha¥*
' He follows his uncle in order that he teach him.

¥  The reader will observe that the conjunction li‘aa -
"in order that" only appears medially in sentences.
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‘'Aa !'o mi gla'asi ||'aa ha tswd mi.

:'Aa covers my eyes in order that he may deceive me.

Mi zei ||'aa e tsda t$a ha meri.
I agree in order that we two fetch his money.

‘"Eu a tae ll'zaa ha niwd na 'msi

Call your mother in order that she cooks food for me,
¥iniha mi |lx'wa mi dz'heu ts'a, *

While I work my wife sleeps.

A dz'heu nlw& '‘ha ¥iniha a guni.
Your wife cooks meat while you hunt.

Siniha mi nllara & silore #xanu.
While I read you must write a letter.

Si t8x0 n!'hwd $iniha mi nlwd pa.
They skin the kudu while I make porridge.

#'0ma mi tsi mi teni hi xore.

When I come I will return their thongs.,

Mi !hft nleng #'oma a |l|'eng !a'o.

I will kill an eland when you trap a cheetah.

#'Oma a |x'ae a fu ||x'wa.
When you are ill you should not work.

Kx'ao kare #xanu #'oma mi twalxwa hi nllara.
Kx'ao wants the book when I have finished reading it.

In conjunction with the negative adverbs (3.5.3.)
the subordinating conjunction Siniha - "while" ac-
quires the approximate meaning of The conjunction
"hbefore":- '

¥iniha mi lwa |lx'wa mi dz'heu ts'a

Before I work my wife sleeps.

A dz'heu nlwd 'ha Siniha a |[wa guni.
Your wife cooks meat hefore you hunt.

Yiniha mi |wa nllara a s |ore #*xanu.
Before I read you must write a letter.
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In (4.1.2.) it was observed that a sentence,
containing two or more independent verbs and at least one
dependent verb, is called a "complex compound sentence"

because it is a combination of the structures of the com-
plex and. the compound sentences. It may therefore be
concluded that the addition of an independent sentence to
the previous complex sentences (a - t) will produce the com-
plex compound structures. The following sentences will
serve as examples of the complex compound sentence structure:

(a) Ha da'ama kare pa te mi tsu kx'wa meri
His child likes porridge and my uncle searched for
money. . :
khama ha kare zo ||'ama
because he wants to buy sugar.

(b) Khama mi gu 4z'heu mi llx'wa
Because I married (a woman) I work on

n'ama te |lom da'a
the road and cut firewood.

1¢o0) Mi uwa Glem te ka mi ho a dz'heu
I travel to Glem and if I see your wife

mi !'eu ha
I (will) call her.

(d) Ka a $e a tama teni na
If you return please bring me some
Ixeri te Sete |xao mi la-
liquor and also pay my servant.

(e) !Ae iwa !'hd guni te ha |lxem
' 'Ae does not know hunting and he followed

ha tsu Il raa ha n'laro ha
his uncle in order that he teach him.
(f) E #om zo te !'Aa !'o mi gla'asi
We were dividing the honey and !'Aa covered my eyes.

| taa ha tsw8 mi
in order that he may deceive me.

(g) BSiniha mi |ix'wa mi dz'heu ts'a
While I work & y wife sleeps.
-~y

te iwa tsa'a euto '
and did not hear the car.
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(h) A dz'heu niwd 'ha $iniha a
Your wife cooks meat while you
guni te {wa ho t3hi niwi.
hunt and do not find anything.

4,2, THE COMPLEX INTERROGATIVES.

In the discussion of the interrogative adverbs
(3.5.4.) it was illustrated that:-

(i) statements are turned into questions when the verb
of a sentence is preceded by an interrogative ad-
verb (3.5.4.1.)

(ii) words, of the various word categories, are turned
into questions when followed by one of the interro-
gative adverbs (3.5.4.3.) - ,
It still remains to discuss the structures of the sentences

that phrase the questions:- -

What ? ‘how many?
who % when?
how? where?
which?

The reason for the separate treatment of these interro-
gatives is that they do not have a uniform structure as

is the case with the simple interrogative structure (3.5.4.).
In the case of the complex interrogative the interrogative
adverbs are supported by a diversity of other interrogative
elements. This is aiso the reason why a distinetion should
be made between the simple and the complex interrogatives.

4.,2.1, THE INTERROGATIVE NOMINAL STEMS: "WHO?,
WHOM? AND WHAT?

In order to phrase these questions testing frames
of the following structures were put to the informants:-

The girl calls the woman > Whom does the girl call?
The girl calls the woman > Who calls the woman?

The knife cuts the rope > What does the knife cut?
The knife cuts the rope > What cut the rope?

The following examples.illustrate the application of these

testing frames:~

(a) Mi tsu ho !'hwd >  HaZwe xae mi tsu ho?
My uncle sees the man Whom does my uncle see?
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(b) Mi tsu ho !'hwd. > Ha¥we re ho !'hwa?'’
My uncle sees the man. Who sees the man?

(¢) #'Aama n'ei g+'hwi. > HatSe ba +'aama n'!ei?
The snake bites the dog. What does the snake bite?
(d) #'Aama n'ei g+'hwi. > HatSe kae n'ei g#'hwi?
The snake bites the dog.What bites the dog?
It was also observed that the forms hat$e - "what"and

haZwe ~ "who and whom" respectively have the plural forms
hat$ii and haZwi.

(e) Mi tsu ho nilae. >  HaZwi xae mi tsu ho?
My uncle seecs. the Whom does my uncle see?
men.

(f) Mi tsusi ho !'hwd. > Ha¥wl re ho !'hwa?
’ My uncles see the man. Who see the man?

(g) #'Aama nlei g+'hwi., > Hat¥ii ba +'aama nlei? |
The snake bites the dogs. What does the snake bite?

(h) +'Aama n'ei g#'hwi, > Hat$il kae nlei g+'hwi ?
The snakes bite the dog, What bite the dog?

Having established the structure of the complex
interrogative (a - h above) we may now be proceded to
compare the structure of these sentences with those of their
counterpart in the simple interrogative (i - p below):-

(i) Mi tsu ho !'hwa, > !'*Hwg xae mi tsu ho?

My uncle sees the man. Does my uncle see a man?

(j) Mi tsu ho !'hwi. > Mi tsu re ho !'hwi.

My uncle sees the man. Does my uncle see a man?
(k) #'Aama nlei g+'hwi, > G+'hwil ba #'aama nlei?

The snake bites the dog. Does the snake bite the dog?
(1) +'Aama n'ei g#'hwi. > #'Aama kae nlei g+'hwi?

The snake bites the dog, Does the snake bite the dog?

(m) Mi tsu ho njlae. > Nijlae xae mi tsu ho?
My uncle seeg the men, Does ry uncle see the men?

(n) Mi tsusi ho !'hwd., > Mi tsusi re ho !'hwa?

My uncles see the man. Do my uncles see the man?

- (o) #'Aama n'lei g#'hwi.> G+'hwi ba #'aama nlei?
The snake bites the dogs. Does the snake bite the QOgs?

(p) #’Aama nlei g+'hwi,> #!'Aama kae nlei g#'hwi?
The snakes bite the dog. Do the snakes bite the dog?
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In the comparison of the structure of the complex
interrogative (a - h above) with the simple interrogative
structure (i - p above) it should be observed that the
elements: hatfe, hat8§ii - "what", ha¥we, hadwi - "who ,

whom" are commutable with the nouns of the simple interro-

gative structure. This implies that the elements:
hatSe, hatsii, ha¥we and haZ%wi are nouns. The"interrogative

nominals'", as we propose to name these words, have singular
and plural forms which remain the same in subjectival and

-objectival position.*

It may be argued that the sentences of the complex
interrogative (a - h) and those of the simple interrogative
(i - p) are syntactically identical. However it should
be borne in mind that the interrogative nominals are syn-
tactically imcompatible with statements. In other
words the interrogative nominals only have an interrogative
application while the 'ordinary' nominals may occur in

interrogatives and statements.

It has also been observed that the words of the
complex interrogative structures may be transposed with-
out affecting their meaning. The sentences (q - t)
should be compared with (a - 4 above):-

(q) HaZ%we re mi tsu ho ** > Whom does my uncle see?

Mi tsu re ho haZwe?

(r) Ha¥we re ho }'hwa? > Who gees the man?

'"Hw& re haZwe ho?

(s) Hatfe ba #+'aama nlei? > What does the snake bite?

#'Aama ba n'ei hatfe?

(t) Hat¥e kae nlei g+'hwi > What bites the dog?
G+'hwi kae hatSe n'lei?

T e e e S et e g VA VP P O S it e el At S i i rwa—
et e e

* Compare a — d (above) with e-h (above)

¥*¥ Tt may interest the reader to observe the structural
similarity of the sentences (q) and (s) as opposed
to (r) and ¢t). The reason for the structural simi-
larity is that the interrogative nouns hatSe and
ha?we are the objects of the sentences 1q5 and (s)
and The subjects of the sentences (r) and (t).
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The following sentences illustrate the application

of the interrogative nouns:-

(u)

(v)

(w)

(x)

(y)

(z)
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Hat$e wa n*ei-ku'u nem? *
Nem wa hat$e n#ei-ku'u
Hat$e wa n*ei-ku'u nemsi?

Nemsi wa hatSe n#ei-ku'u?

Hatfe re nem n#ei-ku'u?
Nem re n#ei-ku'u hatge?

HatSii re nem n#ei-ku'u?
Nem re n#ei-ku'u hatfii?

HaZwe xae gl|xd da'ama?
Da'ama xae haZwe gl|x6?

HaZwe xae g+a de'ebi? **
De'ebi xae haZwe g#a?
HaZwe kae da'ama gl||x8?
Da'ama kae haZwe gl|x8?

Ha?wi kae da'ama g#a? **¥
Da'ama kae g+a haZwi °?
Hat$e ba gu mi?

Mi ba hatSe gu?

Hatfe ba nl 'hwi e?

E ba hat$e nl| 'hwi?

Hat$e ba mi gu?

Mi ba gu hatSe
Hat$if mi nl 'hwi?
‘Mi ba nl'hwi hat$ii?

What caused the lamp to
burn?

What caused the lamps to
burn?

What did the lamp cause
to burn?

What (plural) did the lamp
cause to burn?

Who lays down the child?

Who lays down the chil-
dren?

Whom does the child lay
down?

Whom (plural) does the
child lay down?
What caught me?
What caught us?

What did I catch?

What (plural) did I catch?

Contrary to (3.1.5.) the verbs of interrogative sen-
tences do not assume the ending -a when used 1n con-

junction with n#ei.

The plural noun de' e'ebi, as the object of this sentence,
requires the plural form of the irregular verb (3.1.1.)

The plural 1nterrogat1ve nominal hazw1, as the object
of this sentence requires the application of the

plural form of the irregular verb.

(3.1.1.)
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(h) 1'Eiya ne re si d¥'aa? - Which axe did they steal?
[ '"Eiya ne re |lom si? ~ Which axe chopped them?
(i) ‘'Hwd ne re wi mi? — Which man helped me?
‘'Hw& ne re mi wi? . - Which man did I help?
(i) G+'hwa ne re nlei nlwa? - Which dog bites the cat?
G+'hwa ne re niwa n!ei? - Which cat bites the dog?
(k) N#enga ne re gu nleu? - Which python cousht the
o elder?
N+enga ne re nfeu gu? - Which python did the elder
‘ catch?
(1) !'"Oma ne re !'wd g+hwi?*- Which porcupine killed
: - the dogs?
!'"Oma ne re g+'hwi 'hfi - Which porcupine did the
dog kill?

Having studied the structures of the previbus sen-
tences it may be.concluded that the element gg'is an ad-
nominal stem which is structurally different from those
discussed in (2.4.1.). In order to distinguish the ad-
nominal stem ne from the other adnominal stems we described

it as the "interrogative adnominal stem".
The following sentences will illustrate that the interroga-
tive adnominal stem ne, occuring in the sentences (e - 1),
is commutable with the positive adnominal stems of XU (2.4.1).-
(m) lAowa lxwa re 'hii guni;kx'ao? - Did the live buffalo
kill the hunter.
| Aowa |xwa re guni-kx'ao 'hfi? - Did the hunter kill
the live buffalo?

(n) Zeruwa g#e'? re ku'u da'ama? - Did the long cigarette
burn the child?

Zeruwa g*e'Y re da'ama ku'u? - Did the child light
' . the long cigaréette?
(o) |'Eiya ti re |lom si? - Did the heavy axe chop them?
| 'Eiya ti re si d%'aa? - Did they steal the heavy axe.

(p) !'Hw3 n'oi re wi mi? - Did the cripple man help me?

! 'Hwg, n!gi re mi wi? - Did I help the cripple man?

(q) G+'hwa tfhin'ei re nlei nlwa? - Did the fierce dog
bite the cat?

G='hwa tShin'ei re nlwa n'ei? - Did the cat bite the
fierce dog? :

(r) N#enga ¥20 re gu n'eu? - Did the blind python
catch the elder?
N+enga %ao re nleu gu? - Did the elder catch the

blind python?
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The reader will observe (in the previous sentences)
that the adnominal stems, of the temporal adverbial phrases,
are commutable with the element ne . It may therefore be

~concluded that ne is the same interrogative adnominal stem

as discussed in (4.2.2.1. above). As it is possible to

omit the interrogative adverbs re, xae, kae, ba and wa from
these sentences, it may be concluded that the interrogative
adnoun ne is alsgo responsible for the interrogative meaning.
Thus the interrogative adverbs are nothing but dispensible
structural markers when used in conjunction with the interro-
gative adnominal stem ne.

The subordinating conjunction #'oma - "when" is used
to formulate the general interrogative: '"when"?
(e) #'Oma ne re mi dz‘heu tsi?
When did my wife arrive?

(f) #'Oma nc re ha Ixao a?
When will he pay»you?'

(g) #'Cma ne re ha txa n'!eng?
When did he hit an eland?

(h) #'Oma ne re g'a Suwa?
When did it rain?

v4.2,2°3a THE INTERROGATIVE ADNOMINAL STEMS:
"HOW MANY?, HOW MUCH?"

The !X sentence structures for the interrogatives
"how many?" and "how much?" can not be applied to singular
nominals because the gquestions imply plurality and gquantity.
As in the case of the other complex interrogative structures
these interrogatives have been established by means of tes-
ting frames like the following: '

How many knives do you possess?
A re kx'ae kwasa nelita'ama?

How many bees stung him?
Zosa nelita'ama re n'ei ha?

How much honey did you eat?
A re 'm zoganasa nita'ama?

How mudh water did the horse drink?
Gluwa nita'ama re |[hwe t$hi?
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After the application of a number of these testing frames

it was confirmed that the elements nefita'ama and nita'ama

consistently occur in positions usually occupied by the ad-

nominal stems of

‘Xti.

The fact that these elements also

require the adnominal transition —§(2.4.1.l.)led to the

conclusion that nita'ama and nefita'ama should be regarded as
"interrogative adnominal stems".

The following sentences

illustrate the application of these interrogative adnomi-

nal stems:

(a)

(b)

(c)

| (a)

(e)

(f)

(&)

(h7)

(1)

Gla'o |l'ema dongisi >

Gla'o buys donkeys

Ha !'wa eri * >

He kills guinea-fowl.
Jul 'hwd kx'ae de'enisi >

The Bushman has firé sticks

Glx'uusi !xwe n!'hwid >

The wild dogs chase the kudu

Nng +hom 'hwi >

The men break the rope

+Ebe kare nlei >
The Tswana wants fuel

Dongi 'm g+u'u >
The donkey eats millet

Dongi re
How much

Gla'o re {|'ama dongisa
nita'ama?

How many donkeys does Gla'o
buy? 7
Ha re !'W& erisa nefita'ama?

How many guinea-fowl does
he kill®? '

Zul 'hwid re kx'ae de'enisa
nita'ama?

How many fire sticks does
the Bushman possess?
Glx'uusa nefita'ama re !xwe
n!thwd?
How many wild dogs chase
the kudu?
Nllaesa nita'ama re #hom
thwi?

How many men break the rope?

#Ebe re kare nleiya
nefita'dma?

How much fuel does.the
Tswana want?

'm g+u'u sa nita'ama?
millet does the don-

key eat?

The fact nita'ama and nelita'dma:.(in the sentences

a - g) are commutable with regular descriptive

adnominal stems (in the sentences h - n) confirms

the assumption that they are interrogative adnominal

stems:

Gla'o
Does Glg'o

Ha re |'wd erisa Zam?
~

re ||'ama dongisa n'loi?
buy a cripple donkey?

Did he kill the emaciated guinea fowl?



(3)
(k)
)
.(m)

(n)
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Zul 'hwd re kx'ae de'eni #'engsi?
Does the Bushman possess 0ld fire-sticks?

Glx'uusa t8hi re !xwe n!'hwa?
Do the fat wild hunting dogs chase the kudu?

Nugesa glao re *hom 'hwi?
Do the strong men break the rope?

#Ebe re kare nleiya glag?
Does the Tswana want red fuel?

Dongi re 'm g#u'usa n'om?
Does the donkey eat the ripe millet?

The interrogative adnominal stems nita'ama and

nefita'ama may also be used to phrase the question:

"what flavour?"

(o)

(p)

(q)

(r)

(s)

Zowa si ||'ama re nita'ama? *
What is the flavour of the honey they buy?

'Ha re nefitatama?

What is the flavour of the meat?

Zeresa Kx'ao 'm re nita'ama? What is the flavour of
the ground nuts that
Kx'ao eats? -

G!luwa a t8hi re nelita'ama?
What is the flavour of the water you drink?

Hiyoba a |{xara re nitatama?
What is the flavour of the sugar cane you plant?

'Ha re nefita'ama?
What is the flavour of the meat?

Although the interrogative adnominal stemss:

ne? -~ which?
nelita'ama? -~ How many?, how much?
nitatana’? - How many?, how much?

differ in their application it has been established that
they should be regarded as "interrogative adnominal stemsV
This was also confirmed by their application as the exten-
sion of the zero Adnominal Copular Structure.

* If the interrogative adnominal stems nita'ama and -
nefita’ama are substituted by positive InTerrogative
adnominal stems (2.4.1.1.), the reader will observe
that these sentences are nothing but interrogative ver-

sions of the Adnominal Copular Structure:
Ao tgé'— The honey is sweet > So re tag&? - Is the honey

sweet? :

Zowa si ||'ama ta® - They honey which they buy is sweet.
Zowa si ||'ama re ta® - Is the honey which they buy sweet?
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4.2,2.4. THE STRUCTURES IN WHICH THE INTERRO-
GATIVE ADNOMINAL STIMS OCCUR.

The discussion of'the interrogative adnominal stems
is concluded by the following brief summary of the syntacti-
cal structures in which thy occur. The following three groups
of sentences should be compared in ordef to observe the
structural differences between the application of the various
interrogative adnominal stems:

1(a) +Ebe ne re lema he 'm zo?
Which Tswana ate honey to-day?

(b) |'HBwa ne re gluwa ke n'eri euto?
Which Buropean drives the car to-night?

(c¢) !'Hwd ne re lema he wi dz'heu?
Which man helps the woman to-day?

(d) !'Hw8 ne re tsheya ke dz'heu wi?
Which man does the woman help this week?

2(a) |Ema ne re #Ebe 'm zo?
What day did the Tswana eat honey?

(b) Gluwa ne re |'H® n'eri euto?
What night did the European drive the car?

(c¢) |Ema ne re !'hwd wi dz 'heu?
What day does the man help the woman?

(d) Tsheya ne re !'hwad dz'heu wi?
What week does the woman help the man?

3(a) [Ema he re #Ebe 'm zosa nita'ama
How much honey does the Tswana eat today?

(b) Gluwa ke re |'H® nleri eutosa nefita'ama?
How many cars does the Buropean drive tonight?

(¢) 1|Ema he re !'"hwd wi dz'heusa nita'ama?
How many women does the man help today?

(d) Gluwa ke re nilaesa nefita'ama dz'heu wi?
How many men does the woman help tonight.

4.,2.3. THE INTERROGATIVE ADVERBIAL STEM: “HOW?"

In an attempt to establish the structure of the ques-
tion "how?" the informants were confronted with testing
frames like:

How do you shoot?
How did he kill the buffalo?
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It wag observed that, in their response to these
testing frame, the informants included one of the simple
interrogatives (re, xae, kae, ba, wa) in conjunction with
one of the elements ni or nefi. A4s these elements ni and
nelt only agpear between the interrogative adverb and the
verbal stem, it was concluded that they are "adverbigl stemg"..
Thus we regard an element which consistently appears in a
position occupied by adverbs as an adverb. All the attempts
to apply the adverbs neft and ni outside an interrogative
structure failed. It may therefore be concluded that the
application of these interrogative adverbs is restricted
to interrogative structures. The following examples will
illustrate the application of neft and nI :-

(a) Kx'ao re du~+hana glaaxu? * - Does Kx'ao abrade
the chair?

Kx'ao re nell du—+hana glaaxu? - How does Kx'ao abrade
the chair?

(b) T8 re ku'u? - Did the house catch fire?
T%1 re nl ku'uwa? - How did the house catch fire?
(c) Ha kae d¥'aa ghuu? - Did he steal a gheep?

Ha kae nelt d¥'aa ghuu? - How did he steal a sheep?

(d) 1X'aeSe xae nlaro ha ['e? - Does |X'ac¥e teach himself?

Ll

|X'aefe xae ni n'arowa hal'e? - How does |X'aefe teach
‘ hinself? :
(e¢) Tsemkx'ao ba 'hii !Xo? -~ Does Tsemkx'ao kill the
e¢lephant?

Tsemkx'ao ba ni 'hlwa !Xo? -~ How does Tsemkx'ao kill
the elephant?
(f) N'hei re !xwe euto ? - Does the lion chase the car?

N!'hei re nefi !xweya euto? - How does the lion chase the
car.

(g) Da'ama wa'H'eng peri? - Did the child fasten the goat?
Da'ama wa ni ||'enga peri? -~ How did the child fasten
the goat?

The interrogative adverb is not only used in interro-
gative structures but way also constitute a part of the
nominal clause. The following examples will illustrate the
application of the interrogative adverbial structure as a
noiminal clause. The reader will observe that the subjects
and the subjectival clauses are commutable:-—

S D e et 3o 733 DA e N Sl S WP A G S i WIS VT Yt vl St i G % S e
o i et IS o A i Yot o S P e T o Wy s VA e WO g

T .5 e v et B g Mt AW T M S
T i e e M 730 ol TR Y SRS SRS S 5 e £ it £

*¥ Verbs ending in e, i; 0, u and consonants assume the
ending -a in conjunction with the interrogative ad-
verbs ni and nefl.

Although the terminal -a 1s percievable, in the
case of words ending in -a, it remains unwritten for
the reason supplied in (371.4.)



193.

(h) Mi !'h& #xanu. > MNi !'h& re nefl |lx'wa
I know a book, I know how he works.

(1) ll'Ao 'wa wi ko wa. > ||'Ao 'wa mi ko si re neft
n+em'ma mi #xae
Il 'Ao tells me a story. |l'Ao tells me how they beat
my daughter. : -
(j) Ha ba se nleng. > Ha ba se ko ha re ni Ziya

His father sces an eland. - His father sces fealizes)
how he lies.

(k) Eiya tsa'a da'ana. > Eiya tsa'a da'ama re nefl za.
Mlother hears the child. Wiother hears how the child
swears.
(1) Ha !'h& wi . > Ha !'hd g+hwi re neft gllu'uwa n!'hei
“He knows me. He knows how the dogs bark at
the lion.

(m) Dz'heu tsa'a goru. > Dz'h'eu tsa'a !xo re ni !hiwa lao.
The woman hears the li- The woman hears how the ele-
zard. nphant kills the buffalo.

(n) |'HY re nllara +xanu? >!'Ho re nHarf Yul 'hwd re nell

guniya nlo?
- Does the European read Does the European read how
& book? the Bushman hunts the roan?

(o) Si re se euto? > 81 re se #Ebe re nI !oma dz'heu.

Do they look at the car? Do they look on how the
Tswana buries a woman?

4,2.4, THE INTERROGATIVE STZEMS: "WHY?", "WHERE?"

In phrasing the guestions, "why?" and "where?", it
was observed that the interrogative adverbial stems: re,
xae, kae, ba and wa are supported by the elements:

hat$ekhwe - why,

ko - where,
As it could not be established to what categories these
elements belong, we refrained from naming these interro-
gative structures but simply called them the "interrogative
why?" and the "interrogative where?"
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(a) Ha d¥'aa mi 'ha >  Hat¥ekhwe re ha d¥'aa mi ‘'ha?
He steals my meat Why does he steal my meat?
(b) Si ntem'm ni *xae >  HatS$ekhwe re si n#em'm mi
‘+xae?

They beat my daughter %hy?do they beat my daugh-
er

(c) Ha uwa |Aot¥ha > Hat¥ekhwe re ha uwa {Aot¥ha?
He goes to |Aot3ha Why does he go to lAot¥ha?
(d) 4 !'h8 wi dz'heu > Hat¥ekhwe re a !'h& wi dz'heu?
Your son helps the woman Why does your son help the
woman?
(e) !'HwH |wa Ilxao la > HatSekhwe re !'hwd |wa [xao
! ta?
The man does not pay Why does the man not pay
the servant. ~ the servant?. '

{(f) +Ebe iwa ||'ama lhwe > HatSekhwe rc +Ebe |wa |/'anma

| hwe ?
The Tswana does not buy Why does the Tswana not
a horse, : buy a horse?

The interrogative, "with what?" may be expressed
by suffixing the post-verbal adverbial morpheme -|xwa =~
"with" to the predicate of the preceding sentences:-

(g) Ha ulzwa euto >  Hat¥ekhwe ne ha ulxwa?
He .travels by car With what does he travel?
(nh) Kx'aso 'hit n!'hei > Hat8ekhwe re Kx'ao !'hiilxwa
n!thei?
Kx'ao kills the lion With what does Kx'ao kill

the lion?
(i) Dzm'heu ma nlwd 'msi > Dx'heu ma re nlwilxwa
hatSekhwe 'msi?

The girl cooks food With what does the girl
’ v cook food?

(j) YZi-kx'ao t5w8 ha > Hat¥ekhwe re ¥i-kx'ao
, tSwd |xXwa ha?
The liar deceives him With what does the liar

deceive him?
The interrogative "where?" is phrased as follows:
O

(k) Ha gu zo > Ko re ha guwa zo?*
He digs honey Where does he dig honey?

*¥ As in the case of the locative extension of the verb
(3.1.4.) the interrogative "where?" also necessitates
the addition of the ending -a in the case of verbal -
stems ending in; -e, -1, —27 -u and the consonants.
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(1) Mi #xae |'u xei. > Ko re re mi #xaec |'uwa xei? *
My daughter puts away Where does my daughter put (into)
the bread. the bread?

(m) A !x'em |ei-lei; > A re !x'ema |eI-lel ko

t5'u-nleng?
You adjust the engine, Do you adjust the engine in
the house?
(n) Xa ke n!'hwi . > Ko re .re n!'hwi?
This is wrong. Where (what) is wrong?

(o) Si za'aha |/'ama zwaa.> Si za'aha ||'ama zwaa ko re?

Long ago they bought
mari juana - Where did they buy marijuana
long ago?
(p) YZul'hwd txa | 'hwi., > Ko re re Zul'hwd txa | 'hwa?
~ The Bushman shot a Where did the Bushman shoot a
warthog. _ warthog.

4.3. SUMMARY.

A, The Conjunctions of !Xt are divided into:

1. the nominal conjunctions,
2. the syntactical conjunctions.

1. The Nominal Conjunctions are responsible for
a closer syntactical relationship between in-

dividual words:-

(a) The Additive Conjunctions join nominals
into complex subjects or objects of sen-
tences. Being grammatically plural these
compound subjects and compound objects

function as plural nominals:-

''Hwa gu |tei, > ''HwE ni 'hwi {'ei sa nlao.
The man takes the axe, The man takes the axe and
the bow,
N'leng nlfi. N'leng kota *wa glla.
The eland stands, The eland and the giraffe
stand. -

These compound subjects and compound objects will
assume common pronouns if their respective plural pronouns
are homonymous. In other words the nouns of Class (i)b
and (i)d will assume a common personal pronoun hi and the
nouns of Class (i)a and (i)b will assume a common possessive

pronoun hisi.

* The phrasing of interrogative "where?" may either re-
" guire a single or a double interrogative adverbial stem.

Hence: Ko re re,.
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(b) The possessive Conjunction |/'a expresses
kinship and a possessional relationship:

A tsu ||'a dz'heu |lia ba lei

Your uncle's wife's father died.

Mi kare |'H% ||'a n'lao
I like the Buropeans rifle.

(c) The Objectival Conjunction ko is responsi-
ble for the creation of a closer syntacti-
cal relationship between the predicate and
the direct object of a sentence. In
addition it also prevents ambiguity be-
tween sentences like:-

Ha !xom |'a mi ko da'ama.
He dresses the child on my behalf.

Ha !xoml|'a mi da'ama
He dresses on my child's behalf,

2. The Syntactical Conjunctions are responsible
for the Jjunction of two or more sentences. A
distinction may be made betweens
(a) the narrative conjunction,

(b) the subordinating conjunction.

(a) The Narrative Conjunction te is used in
‘ narrative sequenses and is regponsible for
the creation of compound sentences:

Datama |xwa da'a te ha sefi t&hi.

The child kindles a fire and he roasts the
liver.

[Wara meni n!om te *'aama n'ei ha.

The baboon overturned the stone and the
snake bit him.

(b) The Subordinating Conjunctions cause the
syntactical dependency of sentences and thus
necessitates their Jjunction to other inde-
pendent sentences. The sentences formed
in this manner are called complex. Thus
each complex sentence will have an independent
and a dependent clause. The dependent clause~
are introduced by subordinating conjunctions
and they may elther appear as the initial or

terminal segment of a complex sentence: *

* The conjunction |/'aa - "in order to" is an excéption

- because it only appears terminally:

Ha teni #xanu |{'aa mi nllara hi - She brings the book
~ 7 in order that I may
read it.
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Mi !'eu dz'heu khama mi lem > I call the woman
because I am
Egirstx.

Khama mi |em mi !'eu dz'heu > Because I am thirs-
‘ ty 1 call the woman
Sentences that consist of two or more independent
verbs and at least one dependent verb are called complex
compound sentences. Thus adding a simple independent sen-
. tence to a complex sentence we may form a complex compound
sentence:

Khama mi #xae lem mi gu emer + Mi hare glu.
Because my daughter is thirsty I take a bucket + I
fetch water.

The Narrative Conjunction te is responsible for
the junction of these sentences into a complex compound
sentence:

Khama mi #xae |em mi gu emer te hare glu.

Because my daughter is thirsty I take the bucket and
fetch water, '

B. The Simple (3.5.4.) and the Complex Interro-
gatives have been separated because the structure
of the latter is not constituted by the interro-
gative adverbial stems alone. On account of the
diversity of elements in their structure did we

describe the following interrogative structures
as "Complex":-

(a) The interrogatives, "which?" "when?" and
"what?" were found to be constituted
by the interrogative nominal stems:-

hat$e - hat$ii - what;
ha%we - ha%wi - who, whom.

HaZwe xae d¥'aa meri? - Who stole the money?
Hatbe re !'eng a? - What stabbed you?

Héiwe re mi tsu !'eu? - Whom does my uncle call?
Hat¥e ba zo nl!ei? - What did the bee sting?

A re ho haZwe? - Whom do you see?

Ha !u re hat$e? - What is your name.

The interrogative nominal stems:

ha¥we - haZwi
hatfe - hatsit
are commutable with singular and plural nominal

stems.
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(b) The interrogatives "which?" and "When?" are
constituted by the interrogative adnominal
stem ne. This adnominal stem requires the
transition -a under the same circumstances
as the Regular Adnominal Stems do (2.4.1.1.)

Dongiya ne re |ju Kx'ao? - Which donkey kicked Kx'ao?
Dongisa ne re |lu Kx'ao? - Which donkeys kicked
’ Kx'ao?
[Fma ne xae ha tsi? -~ When (what day) did he come?
| Emsa ne xae ha tsi? - When (what days) did he
come?

The interrogative adnominal stem ne is commutable
with the adnominal stems of (2.4.1.1.)

(¢) The interrogatives, "how many?" and "how much?"
_are constituted by the synonymous interro-
gative adnominal stems:

nita'ama
nefita'ama

These interrogative adnouns are only applied
to plural nominals. This is also the reason why they always
require the plural form of the regular adnominal transitory
-a:- :

Nleu t3hi !xerisa nita'ama? How much liquor did the
o elder drink? '

| "H® kx'ae n'aosa neflita'ama? How many rifles does the
European possess?
The interrogative adnominal stems nita'ama and
nefita'ama are commutable with the adnominal stems:

e it it o St e

(d) The interrogative, "how?" is constituted
by the synonymous interrogative adverbial
stems nell and ni. When preceded by these
interrogative adnominal stems the verbal stems,
ending in e, -i, -0, -u and consonants, re-
guire a transitory -a:

[Hwe [lu g+*'hwl - |[Hwe re nel |luwa g+'hwi?

The horse kicked the dog - How did the horse kick
the dog?
Nllae guni | 'hwd - Niae re ned guni | 'hwi?

The men chase the pig - How do the men chase the pig?

The interrogative adverbial stems ni and nefl are
commutable with the pre-verbal descriptive adverbs:-
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Nlwa re nefi #xuru g'hel - How does the cat scale the tree?

Niwa re |leu #xuru g'hei ? - Does the cat scale the tree
well?

Nleu re ni seu 'ha? - How does the elder roast meat?

Nleu re Sete seu 'ha? — Does the elder roast the meat
again? '
(e) The interrogatives, "where?" and "why"
are formed by the elements:
hat$ekhwe - why,
ko - where

HatSekhwe re ha Iwa llx'wa ha |'e?
Why does he not work for himself?

Ko re re n!'hwi?
Where (what) is wrong?

Hat¥ekhwe re de'ebi ||'aakhwe?
Why do the children fight?

Ko re re ha ho nleng?
Where does he see the eland?

The elements hatSekhwe and ko could not he grouped

with any of the known word categories.





