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In systems where large 1mmals are present, such as Kruger National Park, their effect on
habitat structure is significant. Activity of large mammals especially in areas where population
numbers are known to be high can easily be identified by observers; tree felling or browsing by
ious animals. Another activity that has not received sufficient attention is trampling by these
egaherbivores. A “healthy” grassland with various grass species encc )assing a range of
heights provides a ¢ )lex habitat for small mammals, especially rodents, by constructing
ent highways” which aid ordered movement on the ground. Trampling of grass influences
this complexity and severely alters rodent populations (Avenant and Cavallini 2007). However,
small mammals are often overlooked in the planning, management and conservation of an
area. In addition, in South Africa, the ecological factors that influence the structure of small
mammal communities in geographically separate areas, even with similar habitats, have not
been investigated sufficiently (van Deventer and Nel 2006). Fitzherbert et al. (2006) illustrates
that our current understanding of habitat preferences of rodents in Africa is weak despite the
iny studies that have been conducted in this regard. These studies have been conducted in
various different ecosystems, each with different study objectives, methodologies and lengths
of study periods (Miller 1994a; Keesing 1998; Caro 2001). More importantly, many studies are
concerned with population dynamics and small mammal behaviour (Korn 1987a; Korn and Korn
1989; Ellison et al. 1993) and much less attention is given to habitat preference, which
ultimately forms the basis of small mammal community structure and population dynamic.
Habitat preference is however 2ac 1 by herbivory and trampling by large mammals in

savanna systems.
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