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discrimination or cultural factors. Only 4 males and 4 females have accredited skills 

(certificates and diplomas). This has a direct bearing on their employment opportunities as 

well as levels of income. 
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Figure 5·3: Level of Education 

Diploma Degree 

Figure 5.4 depicts the employment status of the target group. 19 men and 30 women were 

unemployed. Only 13 women hold full-time employment as opposed to 19 men. This 

difference in gender levels of employment may be attributed to the following: The fact that 

men have higher education levels (illustrated in 5-3). On the other hand, this could be due to 

gender discrimination or probably cultural factors, which discourage women to participate in 

gainful employment. 

60 
tn 

40 c 
0 
tn 

20 I-
Q) 

Cl. - 0 
0 
I- Unemployed Q) 
..c 
E 
::l 
Z 

Male • Female 0 All I 

Full-time Self­
employed 

Employment Category 

Figure 5-4: Employment Status 

Housewife Students 

Figure 55 depicts the income levels per month_ 12 out of 23 households (52,2%) earn less 

than one thousand rand (RlOOO-OO) per month - a possible link between the level of 

education and on the one hand and levels of income. These figures paint a bleak picture 

about the levels of poverty. 
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Figure 5-5: Income Levels 

5.3.5 Homestead (Houses) 

Figure 5.6 illustrates that seventeen of the twenty-three households surveyed (almost 74%) 

live in shacks with no proper insulation. 15 out of the 23 households surveyed live in at most 

2 rooms. This has serious implications for individual privacy and learners studying. Almost 

80% of those dwellings had no ceilings, which implied that those houses were thermally 

inefficient, thus requiring the use of more energy for space heating especially in winter. 
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Figure 5-6: Homestead with Number of Rooms and rooms with ceilings 

5.3.6 Household Appliances and Fuels 

Figure 5.7 shows that the majority of households use electricity for entertainment (lV, radio) 
and refrigeration. A combination of electricity, wood and paraffin was used for cooking and 
ironing, with paraffin being the most common fuel used for ironing. 
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Figure 5-7: Household Appliances and Fuels 

5.3.7 End-use of Fuels 

All the households sampled were electrified using prepaid meter boxes. Figure 5.8 depicts the 

main end-use of fuels. More than 80% (19 out of 23) households use electricity for lighting, 

whilst candles and paraffin is used to a lesser degree. 96 % use paraffin for cooking, but the 

use of electricity and wood was also significant. Paraffin is also the most common fuel used 

for water heating followed by the use of wood. The majority of households used electricity for 

refrigeration and television . Electricity and paraffin were mostly used for ironing, although 

wood use was also significant. The 'popularity' of paraffin may be attributed to the fact that it 

could be bought in small amounts costing less than the minimum amount to buy electricity 

and has multiple end-uses. 

The community's heavy dependence on paraffin for cooking even though they are electrified 

shows their inability to afford electricity. Thus electricity is not meeting their thermal needs. 
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(c) ENERGY CONSUMPTION: 

3. The accompanying diagram illustrates the estimated primary energy usage in 
South Africa: 

Primary Energy Usage in South Africa 
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Soun::e 

(a) Which primary energy source contributes most to South Africa's energy 
usage? 

(b) Classify the energy sources as RENEWABLE and NON-RENEW ABLE: 
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