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ABSTRACT 

The object of this thesis is four-fold 

(1) to bring into focus a wide range of fa.ctors that supports or contra­

dicts the numerous theories that are associated with the "info11nal 

sector" ; 

(2) · to place emphasis on aspects of those areas - such as employment , 

education , housing ancl the commercial sector - which are peculiar 

to the South African social formation, and which serve as the 

driving force behind the ongoing process of marginalisation; 

(3) to demonstrate the peculiarities of the organisation and trading 

· pattern of street traders within each of the areas of Athlone , 

Wynberg and Claremont, in which research was carried out; and 

(4) to demonstrate the diversity witJ1 respect to scales of operation, 

1..... personal wage ean1ing and job seeking experiences of informants 

who were the target group for this thesis . 

The theory of m::irginalisation is applied to the empirical evidence that 

was gathered during the period of research. Its usefulness lies in the 

relative ease with which it incorporates the diverse featuTes that are 

peculiar to the target group . 

~ 'Ihe sup,gestion here is that it is senseless to locate groups such as 

street traders within paradigms that assume homogeneity . 1ne wide-ranging 

capital outlays of the street traders and their diverse backgrounds reveal 

that single tracked concepts such as "casual poor" or "marginal" are of 

limited use . The ethnographic evidence supports this contention. 



INI'RODUCTION 

THE PROBLEM 

I 

The appr~n1ch to the problem in this thesis is two-fold. First it attempts 

to understand and analyse the features that make street trading in Cape 
- - -

Town more dive,rse than it is often thought to be. nd second, it will 

attempt to contextualise the data within the holistic framework that is 

advocated in Chapter One, i.e. the dynamic ongoing process of marginalisat­

ion withjn the context of capitalist reproduction. It is hoped that such 

an analysis will illuminate and transcend the constrictive tendencies of 

the narrowly defined paradigms that are discussed in Chapter One. This 

should contribute trnvards a broader and cleeper understandi_ug of the 

diversity that is intrinsic to "informal sector"/"petty production" 

activities such as street trading. 

In the light of these intentions, this chapter will address itself to the 

following 

(i) those features within dualist paradigms that produce homogeneous 

implications 

(ii) the basis of my criticisms 

(iii) the evidence for my contentions and 

(iv) the problem of overcoming "odd job" class ifications in order to 

present lvithin an integrated framework the diverse and dynamic 

features that are characteristic of street trading in Cape Town. 
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"A WAY our" 

By placing the ethnography finnly in its social context, this thesis 

will seek to prese11t street trading as an ongoing process of dynmnic 

political-economic interaction. It will set the scene by illustrating 

the constraints of the dualist paradigms discussed in Chapter One, and 

then stress the significance of bm issues that are often neglected, 

or mentioned but not examined: 

1. timing of appearances amongst street traders and their 

significance; and 

2. scale of operation - whether diverse or not. 

Examination of these issues serves as a basis for deeper investigation 

of the domestic backgrounds of different street traders 1~10 were 

observed and then interviewed. The evidence brought out here. brings 

into focus a range of issues that both expands on the existing 

information about the "informal sector" as well as contradicting its 

numerous assumptions and assertions . I therefore take issue with the 

conventional standpoint of the "infonnal sector" paradigm, as well as 

those that emerged fronl the subsequent paradigms , and I advocate a 

reformulation of the concept . 

TI-IE DEFINITION 

In simple tenns the "informal sector" concept - 1n its conventional 

framework - could be described as a functionalist oriented paradigm, 

predj cated on the theory of econond c dua 1 i sm. 

2 . 



Since its inception by Keith Hart (1971), analysts have produced mainly 

descriptive accounts of income-generating activities outside of the 

familiar wage labour system . Street tracling , production of petty 

domestic items and backyard mechanical work among other things were t he 

types of activities that were subsumed within the "infonnal sector" . 

As ~m integral part of the economically disadvantaged masses , t he 

participants and activities within this sector were often described by 

analysts in very generalised terms . TI1e mi.stake in these highly 

descriptive approaches and the treatment of the sector as homogeneous 

was due largely, as Long and Ric11ardson put it " ... to their similarities 

in scale , which led them to being treated as essentially undifferentiated 

in nature" (19 79: 179) . Much of this non-differentiation was t o be fmmd 

in family labour inputs, · low capital inputs and the labour intensive 

nature of the activities . In turn this KUS attributed to unemployment 

in general , and to minimal household resources . 

Starting from Hart ' s pioneering study of the "informal sector" iii. Accra , 

Ghana (1971), the impression gained js that an activity such as street 

trading was mainly the joh of unemployed migrants who had left their 

rural areas in search of wage empl oyment. Weeks ' (1975) account of the 

111.ITlenumerated sector" like,vise suggested that "infonnal activities" such 

as street trad}ng were characterized by self-employment , and were taken --
on by individuals who hailed f rom the ranks of the unemployed only . In 

sinrilar fashion the presentations by 1 lcgee ( i 970; 1973) and the studies 

that derived thcj r inspiratjon from them (see Bromley, 1979 : · 1163) saw 

street trading as a result of w1crnployrnent and as being characterized 

mainly by self-employment. 
• 

3 . 
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Whilst the point about unemployment Has not seen as contentious, other 

trends fo llowed by the writers gave rise to a mass of literature that 

turned the 11 infonnal sector" concept and related concepts into a 

controversy . Hart , McGee , Bromley et al were widely criticized for 

not focussing adequately on the political-economjc forces that 

produced this 11sector" , and for maintaining a dualist s t andpoint 

(Moses , 1979 ; Gerry, 1979; Rogerson and Beavon , 1980). 

It is in the light of these criticisms that I approach this thesis , 

and move towa-rds a refonnul at ion of the concept within the framework 

of marginalisation theory. 

THE SCOPE 

This thesis will be of both theoretical and practi.cal import ance . In 

short, theory and empirical evidence brings to light a whole nmge of 
I 

issues that are directly related to the hi gh unemployment rate, 

housing shortage and low educational levels in Sm1th Africa (see Chapter 

Two). On a narrm-1er scale the empirical evidence will contribute 

towards our knowl edge of street trading in particular, and the problems 
·'. 

that are reminiscent of the disadvantaged, marginalised masses at large. 
• A 

Thi s opens the w3y for a more comprehensive analysis into how:;ehold 

sjzes, varying subsist ence efforts , individuals' r easons for taking t o 

street t.radjng and t he jr varying cap:ital outlays , i.e. scal es of 

operation . These arc the factors that we ought to know more about , and 

this thesis presents some dat a on these i ssues . 

In its entirety thus , this proj ect ,vill contr :i bute to our tm.dcrstanding 

of street tradcTs / strcet trading in particular, especfolly in the South 

African context , and of t he 11 infonnal sector1
' :in general. 

4. 



FOCUS ON TARGET AREAS 

As a prelude to the ethnographic data in Chapters Three, Four and Five 

there needs- to be some justification for the selection of the three 

suburbs - Athlone , Wynberg and Claremont - in which fieldwork was 

carried out. 1\vo of these three suburbs, Wynberg and Claremont 

wen~ initially independent municipalities . Due to financial difficulties 

the administrations of these suburbs merged with central Cape Town · 

through a consolidation process that started in 191 3. The 1977 census 

records Claremont's population as 23 618. 

according to the 1977 census, was 23 618. 

the administration of central Cape Town. 

(1977) revealed a figure of 34 955. 

Wynberg 's population, 

Athlone was always under 

Its latest population census 

In interviews with nLU11erous informants, however, these popul ation 

figures appeared rather controversial. According to local estlJnates 

in Athlone for instance the population of the entire suburb is supposed 

to exceed 100 000! During interviews individuals tended to label these 

official population figures as "l ies" and "nonsense", and associated 

them with alleged attempts by the authorities to continuously hide the 

t ruth of conditfons in lower-income Group Areas occupied by those 

classified "Coloured" . 

Disgust with such issues often led street traders to recall the past -

when they were not constrained by the Gr oup Ar eas Act, when produce 

was abundaJ1tly available and accessible to them, and when they could trade 
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with relative ease from door to door or from fixed trading spots. But 

these were the days gone by. Presently their position as street traders 

and the status of each suhurb in which they trade has changed radically. 

The varying patter_ns of the organisation of street trader stalls within 

and on the outskirts of the central business districts (CBD's) of each 

suburb, and the varying items that were retailed, partly reflects the 

class structure character of the South African social formation. It 

was for these peculiarities that the three suburbs were chosen for 

investigation. 

Athlone, which was sub-divided into at least six districts, was a 

proclaimed Coloured Area, with the vast majority of the housing units 

belonging to the Cape Town City Council (C.T.C.C.). Most of the 

individuals resident in the C.T.C.C. housing units were victims of 

"relocation" after being affected by the Group Areas Act. Most of ·the 

street traders who were interviewed in the C.B.D. that was chosen for 

survey, came from the lower income housing units. Wynberg, on the other 

hand, was a middle class area that had part of its M1ite aI1d Coloured 

population ousted from different sections , and then sub-divided by the 

Group Areas Act for the separate existence of the two commw1i ties. Most 

of the street tr.aders however did not hail from the suburb of Wynber'g, 

·but from the surrounding C.T.C.C. housing areas. And finally, Claremont 

was proclaimed for White residents and businessmen only, after a sizeable 

area was appropriated from the Coloured populatjon of several thousand. 

FOCUS ON TARGET GROUP ESTABLISHING A "REPRESENTATIVE S/,JiPLE" 

In all three suburbs that were surveyed , roughly 150 stalls appeared on 

fixed tradjng spots on an average weekly basis. TI1e most economically 

6. 



viable trading spots for the street traders lay within and on the 

:immec.liate outskirts of each C.B.D. It is within the confines of these 

areas that an examination of street trading took place . In addition , 

at l east 18 itinerant street traders who operated from vehicles , horses 

and carts and on foot were observed :in one suburb. The life situations 

of a limited m.nnber of these itinerant vendors were intensively examined 

(See Chapter Five) . 

For reasons which will be discusseci later the possibility of selecting 

and establishing a "representative sample" became an unrealistic venture. 

The counts that I made of the stalls yielded only approximations as to 

the average or maximum number that appeared in the target areas during 

the period of research. J\s a first step I observed the appearances of 

the stalls in the three suburbs over several weeks. The lowest number 

of stalls appeared on every Sw1day of the week , and thereafter led to 

a progressive build-up until Saturday after midday , when the number 

reached a maximum . I examined stall appearances on an hour ly basis for 

each suburb on different days, and on a day to day basis in different 

weeks. Subsequently, extensive intervie,vs on the life histories and 

domestic backgrounds of individuals from numerous stalls were carried 

out. 

The significance of examining the stalls in this manner is that it 

provides an arbitrary baseline for further investigation into the 

backgrounds of those observed and subsequently interviewed, For 

instance , an extensive examination of a selected number of stalls 

pointed out two things whjch do not coincide with the view csooused by 

the paradigms that arc critjcized in Chapter One. First, not all thos~ 

who worked :in stalls depended on street trading alone for their and 
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their households' survival; and second, not all those who owned stalls 

were necessarily non-wage ean1ers. For these r easons ·1:hose individual s 

who were stall owners did not necessarily appear on a daily basis. I 

have, therefore, divided those street traders who were stall holders 

into : 

(i) those who depended mainly on street trading for their 

household survival, and appeared on a daily basis between 

5 to 7 days per week; 

(ii) those who also depended largely on street trading, but mainly 

for their personal subs istence needs only, and appeared on a 

part time basis only, i.e. between 1 and 3 days per week; and 

(iii) those who traded to supplement their individual and household 

incomes, and appeared on a part time basis. 

The next point of importance was that not all stalls which were 

extensjvely examined were managed by their self-employed stall holders 

or household members only . For instance , there were a number of stalls 

that were managed by the relatively cheap l abour of employees from 
·::,; 

deprived socio-e.conomic backgrounds, for a cheaper and wider distribution 

of the products they retailed. However, the pattern of r emuneration of 

employees differed widely. A number of employees depended on their 

employers for food, shelter and a basic Hage , whilst others obtained only 

one or two of these basic necessHies from their employers . 

TABLE I 

WYNBERG 

ILLUSTRATING NO OF STALLS ON PARTICULAR DAYS 

(22/08/81) 

(0 5/ 09 / 81) 

(03/10/81) 

65 

45 

39 

8. 
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The last point of importance, was that mentioned earber, i.e. the 

widely varying stocks and capital outlays, which presents problems in 

making any general assertions. Most stalls depended largely on regular 

clients who wished to support them. A degree of trust existed between 

the street traders - especially the fresh produce dealers and their 

clientele. To this extent the street traders were assured of earning a 

minimum regular income. 

Amongst the stalls that appeared at highly varying times, those who 

appeared on a daily basis enjoyed the "best" consumer support. They 

were mainly the fresh produce traders ,vho retailed fruit, vegetables, 

fish and flowers. However, the number of days that they traded in the 

week and the consumer support that they enjoyed stjll does not warrant 

any generalization on the socio-economj c statuses of those who mvned 

the retail produce . 

Most fresh produce stall holders based their expenditure on two related 

risk calculations 

(i) the volume of trade they expected to carry during the days 

they set up their stalls . For this purpose, the stall _hold~rs 

usually set aside a weekly float, which they used on a 

budgetary basis; and 

(ii) how much surplus they could afford to store if their sales did 

not meet their expected targets . Most stalls were fully stocked 

by Friday midday ,md ended their weekly activities after 

Saturday midday. Thus, stalls did most of their business 

between Friday and Saturday midday. 

9. 



Other stalls, on the other hand , which retailed non-perishables such 

as shoes , clothing , and crockery , likewise ended thei r activities on 

Saturdays after midday. But their expenditure patterns were more 

irregular than their fresh produce counterparts although they calculated 

their income and expenditure on a weekly basis . In addition their 

appearance days were l ess frequent, in that they appeared mainly at 

weekly intervals, most corrunonly on Saturdays. 

There appeared to be great diversity in both the times at which the 

stalls appeared and in the expenditures/capital outlays the stallholders 

incurred in stocking them. These highly varying figures , which could be 

regarded as extreme, illustrate the difficulties in typologis ing and 

placing the street traders wit hin a particular social context . 

One way of amplifying the point about the widely differjng capital outlays 

is by looking at the variat ions proportionately through a "sample" , and 

comparing each division/proportion to one another . In this way we avoid 

any stereotyping or pre..:suppositions with regard to scale of operation 

or domestic backgrow1ds of street traders . 

Table 3. 2 presents figures drawn °'fr om information about street traders 

from all three target areas . On the basis of arbitrary distinctions made 

between the capital outlays of 78 stalls, I would regard the first 25 in 

category (i) as "big" - seen in relat ion to their counterparts in 

categori es (ii) and (iii). Thus those in (ii) would be regarded as a 

category of middle traders; and those 1n (iii) as a category of small 

traders. 

·1 • 



TABLE II OUTL1. 1ING ESTIMATES OF WEEK.1.Y CAPITAL OITTL/\YS 0~ 78 ST?J,LS ) 

CATEGORY 

1 "BIG" 

2 ''MIDDLE' ' 

3 "Si\1ALL" 

NlNRER 

25 

27 

26 

CAPITAL OUTLAYS 

Rl 000 - R6 000 

R 350 - R 999 

R 20 - R 349 

My emphasis on "stall" however should not be misunderstood as an entity 

that is synonymous with "enterprise" . The problem with the concept 

"enterprise" is that it has often played an instrumental role in creating 

the pre-conceptions mentioned earlier, i .e . labour force characteristics , 

scale of operation and type of employment . For l ack of a better concept 

however , the word "enterprise" continues to appear in. this thesis . But 

it should be understood within the context of the critfrism that appears 

above , thus avoiding any misunderstanding . "Enterprise" equals the 

total of sources generating a household income. 

GIVI'.\G SOCIOLOGTC'.AL CONTENT TO 11 fE 1'.'\RGET GROUP 

In line with the central organising concept that is espoused in Chapter 

One, how then am I to give sociological content to the household back­

grounds of the stallholders who were extensively interviewed? A brief 

discussion of writers who have ad<lressed themselves to such questions 

is presented in Chapter One , but some reference must be made to this 

topic here, in terms of the choice of a "s:implc" . 

With respect to the point on domestic background above, the protagonists 

of the functionnlist and r adical paradigms have rcad1.ed theoretical dead 

11 .. 



ends for two reasons. (1 First, the functionalist paradigms have been 

w.i.dely criticized for their highly descriptive tendendes in their 

presentations of household structures. They do not pay attention to 

the political-economic forces that play a significant role in 

influencing household composition, ,md educational standards of household 

members. And secondly , whilst radical paradigms stress the significan~ 

of the household as the basic unit of production , within the framework 

of capitalist reproduction, and recommend that it be the basic unit of 

analysis , they fail to elaborate on, or investigate this issue. 

In this respect, whilst I recognize that I oversimplify to the point of 

broad genera]isation , my ai~ is to emphasise the Jack of sociological 

content given to the bc1ckground and 11ousehold structure of individuals 

within the "info rmal sector" . Following the political-economic 

presentatjons of household patterns and economjc relationships within 

households in Lesotho by \.ffiters such as Sp:i_egcl (1979) and Murray (1981), 

I endeavour to illustrate the sjgnifj cant yx~culia1·Hies that characterjz0 

the households of st allhoJ ders ,md their employees (where applicable) in 

Chapters Three, Four and Five . 

Thus, returning to the fluidity 0f the appearance patterns of street 

traders, the "sample" chosen for extensive examination could not be made 

through random selection . From the total of 149 stalls that appeared on 

the different days in the three target areas , the capital outlays of 78 

stallholders were sought (see Table II) . Herc again, the hjgh.ly fluctuatjng 

appearance patterns of the stalls, the varying places of r esidence of the 

stallholders , and their widely differing capital outlays presented 

difficultjes in establishing a "representative sample". The value of my 

sample , however , lies in its presentation of a broad cross section of 
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street traders whose economic statuses within their trading environments 

cut across significant economic boundaries . I overcome the problem of 

diversity by dealing with the households of the stallholders within the 

three-fold framework of Table II . In addition, each of the three target 

areas is dealt \.vi th in a separate chapter. In this way I am able to 

outline the peculiarities that characterize street trading in the 

respective target areas, which are · in essence Group Areas , and thereafter 

elucidate the similarities and differences that characterize the nlunerous 

stallholders. Additionally, in the different chapters the domestic 

backgrounds of street traders who were employees are discussed. Through 

this combined effort a deeper insight is gained into the web of economic 

relationships that characterize the kinship relations, social relations 

a11d social networks of the target group . 

'ffiE THESIS IN SU~f\11\RY 

In Chapter One of this thesis I focus on the "infonnal sector" concept 

and the numerous paradigms that have derived its inspirat ion from it. A 

range of supporti ve statements and criticisms are made in relation to 

these concepts . It is in the light of this approach that I move towards 
·:..· 

a refonnulation 0f the "informal sector" concept. The arguments here 

take issue mainl y with the anal yses by South African writers . 

The theory of marginalisation j s the basis on which thjs refonnulation 

rests. It is within t hi s context that J discuss briefly the South African 

political-economy of housing , cduca tion, empl oyment and the cormnercial 

sector, in Chapt er Two . I idcnt j f:y them as the main pjllars on which the 

ongoing process of marginalisation r est s . 

The ethnographic Jata in Chapters TI1ree , Four , Five and Six provjdes 

evidence for this contention. In the iJlustrations it becomes apporent 
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that no generalised conclusion could be made about the t arget group 

discussed here - especially because of their widely varying capital 

outlays , economic histories and domestic situations. An attempt is 

made in the conclusion to analyse and give more sociological content 

to these broad variations . 

14. 



01APTER O?'-.'E 

11-fE "INFORMAL SEC1DR" TDWARDS A HISTORY AND REFOR\IUL'\TION 

The uroblem this Chapter will try. to confront can be stated quite simply 

within what context are we to locate the socio-economic position of the 

street traders? Should we restrict the study to a functionalist paradigm 

that·merely espouses a closed mjcro-level inter-actionist perspective? 

Or should we insist on a more holistic interpretive approach that illus­

trates both the micro-level inter-act ionist characteristics and the 

features of the macro situation t.hat produce and determine the nature and 

level of the street trac.ler ' s e:\j stence? 

Discussion of this widespread economic fonnation initially revolved around 

the conventional functionalist paradigm of inter-actionist issues. Its 

persistence in examinh1g the fonnation on a localised basis failed to 

uncover several of the vital i ssues that \,·ere Md ar e being highlighted 

in the more recent marxist analyses. 

This approach, 1. e . the neo-man:::ist parad j gm , confronted the widespread 

functionalis t not ion of homogcnefry , and contradicted it - through 

empirica] evidence - by illustrating the diversity \vithin the "informal 

sector" . TI1e evidence associated with this standpoint questions the 

, formal/infonno1 dichotomy with \vhich functionalists tend to 

dissoci ~1te relati.vcJy "small scale" activities , especially retail 

distribution , from those that a-re 1-arger and more cauital intensjve. 
. . . 

TI1e duali st appro:-:.ch thus failed to ex;uninc the inter-connections between 

"small scale" and capital-intensive patterns of retail <listribution. 

It furthcT lacked the tools to j liustrate the col]ecti.vc macro-level 

processes that prorlucc the "infonnal sector" , as well as those ,vhi.ch 
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dictate to them what they should produce , what they should retail, and 

how an<l where they should carry out this activity. 

The more radical theorists thus apJ?roached the topic by highlighting the 

shortcomings of dualist analyses. 1Initial attempts involved an extension 

of Marx ' s notion of petty commodity production. Its a:im was to illustrate 

the subordinate and exploited position of the petty producers as an 

integral economic force within the capitalist fonnations. More recently, 

analysts have extended this approach by devising a framework to illustrate 

how the subordinate and exploited economic formations are reproduced and 

perpetuated to assure the maintenance of the capitalist status quo. 

The discussion below therefore aims at ~ hlighting the historical bas_is 

of the " infonnal sector", and the consequent interests and thcorctirn1 

tTends that emerged from i t. Emphasis here is placed on the value of the 
1 

r adical 11capitalist reproduction" paradigm, and is supp01ted by the 

material in the ensuinp, chapters . 

THE DUALIST DICHOTOMY A BRIEF ANALYSIS 

: Anthropologist Keith Hart (1970) ·0'was responsible for setting the scene 

for the widespread and aggressive debates concerning the "info1111al sector" . 

The argument stemmed however from the already existing notion of economic 

dualism . For this reason a brief background .to the literature that 

preceded Hart's "infonnal sector" discussions deserves mention. 

The dualist approach to the study of society has a long history. It dates 

back to the --distinctions made by Durkhc:im (1960) (mechanical -organic), 

1G. 

Tennies (1955)(gemeinschaft-gesellschaft) , and Maine (1912)(status contract) to 

characterise the djfferences bctw en 11 traditional 11 and "modern" societies. 



These generalised accounts of society had an influence on writers like 

Redfield (1930) and Lewis (1968), who saw the tribal to modem transition 

as an ongoing process . Both Redfield's and Lewis's standpoints however 

still remained dualist in that they saw the traditional society as being 

analytically distinct from the modem society. It was in the light of 

these approaches that the classical dual economy perspective based on 

a "two-sector" approach was born (Lewis, 1954; Fei and Renis , 1964). 

The widespread belief of the classical dualists hinged on the view that 

in the "traditional sector" low technology and low economic outputs 

existed before, and continue to exist in the face of, western capitalist 

penetration and e:x.-pans1on. "Modem sector" activities on the other hand 

embraced quite the opposite - largely through "foreign influence and 

investment , the application of advanced technologies , and the advent of 

sophisticate<l professional 8Jld governmental activities" (Bromley, 1979 

1033). 

This persistent dualist approach placed emphasis on the near total 

independence of one sector from the other. The notion was reaffirmed rn 

the 1950s by Arthur Lewis's work "Economic development with unlimited 

supplies of labour" (1954). In this presentation Lewis ignored . the , 

destabilising and constrictive devices of capitalist penetration that 

transformed the indigenous modes of production into an entirely subservient 

and depe~dent relationship. The approach , however, received an additional 

boost from neo-dual economists Fei and Renis (1964) when they , in a similar 

vein to Lewis , discussed the "Development of the Labour Surplus Economy" . 

This two-sector analysis has smce become "the theoretical basis for an 

extensjvc literature and has become almost institutionalized in liberal 

and nco-classj cal ,malysis of Third World Economics" (eTomlcy , 1979 : 1033) . 
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A wide range of alternative concepts have been produced by analysts of 

the 1960s to r epl ace the "traditional' 1 and "rnodem11 sector terminology. 

Concepts from the neo-dualists (Gcertz, 1963; Hart, 1971; McGee, 1973) 

"segments" , "upper" and "lower limits", and "fonnal" and "informal 

sectors" - were forms that were introduced and became widely applied, 

with the effect of perpetuating the notion of economic dualism. 

TI1e most influential of this broad t erminology was Hart's analys is of 

patterns of urban employment in Ghana. His use of the "fonnal"l'informal 

sector" dichotomy was more or less analogous to "mode111n and "traditional 

sector s" . Hart's initial functionalist approach (1970) deals with two 

related dimensions : 

(1) the nature of retail enterprises; ,md 

(2) the social relationships that characterize the informal 

sector in Accra - \'l1ich is comprised mainly of FraFra 

migrants. 

Subsequent studies by Hart of "informal entrepreneurshjp" r esulted in 

typically dualist expositions such as "Migration and the Opportunity 

Structure ... " and "Informal Income Opportunities ... " (1971; 1973). 

the fonner (1970) publication, migration and self-employment subsumed 

within the "opportunity structure" - is treated with a casualness that 

clouds any understanding of Ghana's chronic unemployment situation. 

In 

Hart 's use of the word opportunity is misleading in two ways . First , it 

gives too much credit to an urbaJ1 socia l fonnation that in fact offers 

little social and economic security for a large number of its indigenous 

residents and migrants; and second, it neglects emphasis on the contri­

butory role of the indigenous support syst ems of fcred by tl1e communal · 

institutions in rural Ghana.. Through this inadequacy, Hart ' s use of the 

\vord "opportunity" has the t endency to draw di stjnc:t djvis i ons between 

p 
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the rural and urban settings , thus dragging his approach into the ranks 

of the dualist school. In the latter publication Hart presents the 

"infonnal sector" as one that is rich with potential as an income 

generating avenue . And he suggests that there is ample self-employment 

opportunity for those wanting to avoid either their rural conanunal 

obligations or wage emp]oyment. 

These papers, particularly in their titles, tend to suggest that "infonnal/ 

self employment" in urban settings 1s a mere poi.nt of transition from the 

communally-oriented rural settjngs to the urban formal sector. An 

additional fallacy in Hart's presentation is the implication that urbanites/ 

migrants have a choice between self or wage employment - an option which 

is non-existent for sizeable numbers of the active labour forces in 

capitalist formations. J The "info1111a l entrepreneurs" are jJ1 f act a 

. manifestation of an economic system that precludes easy access to wage 

l abour/salary employment (see for example Moser, 1979 ; Gerry, 1979; 

Tolosa, 1979) . 

A later attempt by Hart (1975) to r ectify his approach to the "infonnal 

sector" in Accra aimed at locating the unit of study within the broader 

political-economic framework. Hl.s recognition of Ghana's increasing 

reliance on mechani.zed fanning equipment, and contradictory state policies 

th.at senred to strengthen its capitalist direction, helped him to shift 

his empl1asis sl ightly away from his earlier, more convent ional functionalist 

standpoint. Hurt retur::1cd hm:evcr to the inherently static conf-incs of 

his earl j er approach when he suggested thst t he FnlFra n:igrants were w1der­

going a µrocess of mere adaptation from their rural to urban economic 

settings . Despite tbe shift in emphasis , he failed to encapsul ate and 

connect the collective forces of exclusion that displace and "marginalise" 

the communal rurc:ilitcs and the urban sel f-emp loyed . 
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Recognition of this def iciency emphasised the need for a mo re holistic 

interpretive analysis by development planne.rs , policy makers and 

academics . The manner in which individuals, amongst them either liberal 

or rad:ical, approached the topic, depended largely on their ideological 

standpo:ints. The overwhelming majority of analysts shifted their 

emphasis away from the conventional functionalist standpoint . Emphasis 

on the 11infomtal sector" was given a new direction that placed it within 

a broader structural framework by stressing in particular the role of 

the state. Within this perspective studies , as Long aJ1d Richardson 

point out , generally dealt with three rel ated dimensions 

(1) labour force characteristics, including the nature of jobs and 

associated socio-demographic 'characteristics 

(2) the characteristics of the enterprises; and 

(3) the structural determinants (1980 : 178). 

International aid institutions, regional planners and academics who 

scrutinized the " infonnal sector" from this three point mode of analys is, 

often differed in their policy r ecommendations. Their major concern was 

twofold : 

(1) understanding the structural determiJ1ants that produced this 

economic fonnation; and 

(2) suggestmg feasible measures to improve the phenomenally high rates 

of unemployment in '11d.rd World countries. 

Analysts from institutions like the I.L.O. and P.R.E.A .L .C . (Prograrnrna 

Regional del Empleo para America Labna yel Carib) suggested ways of 

improvmg the chron:ic unemployment situation by advocating chm1ges with:in 

the existing political-economic fnuncworks . The more radical approaches -however suggest ed improvement s to the emplcy1:1cnt s ituat i.on by restructuring 
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the political-economic frameworks - even to the extent of r eplacing 

existing rcgDnes . 

DEVELOPMENT PLANNERS AND 'llfE "INFORMAL SECTOR" 

Analysts of the I.L.O . ' s W. E.P . (World Employment Programme) adopted the 

formal /informal dichotomy as the basis for their analys is and policy 

recom.11endations. In their crudest form the analysis adopted by the I. L .0 . 

missions produced distinctive socio-economic features that distinguished 

the "informal" from the "formal" sector . At the rjsk of reproducing a 

possibly over-quoted summary, the differences that appeared jn the .Kenya 

report are as follows : 

"Informal activities are a way of doing things characterised by : 

(a) ease of entry; 

Cb) reliance on indigenous resources ; 

Cc) family ownership of enterprises 

(d) small scale operation ; 

Ce) 

Cf) 

l abour intensive and adapted technology; 

skills acquired outside the formal school system 

Cg) w1regulated and competitive markets . 

and 

Informal sector activities are largely ignored, rarely supported , often 

regulated and somctjJnes discouraged by the government . 

The characteristics of formal sector activities are the obverse of these , 

namely : 

Ca) diff icult entry; 

Cb) frequent reliance on overseas r esources 

(c) corporate ownership ; 

(cl) l arge sca]c of operation 
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(e) capital intensive and often imported t echnology ; 

(f) forrnally acquired skills, often expatriate 811d 

(g) protected markets (through t ariffs , quotas and trade licences)" 

(I.L.O., 1972 : 6) . 

Whilst the I.L.O. mission recognized the inter-dependencies between 

informal and formal sectors, the boundary between the two sectors was 

essentially arbitrary . 

The recormnendations that emerged from this exercise however were 

considered by more radical analysts as inadequate to deal responsibly 

with the problem of unemployment and poverty . The radical argument is 

that a fuller and more interpretive perspective is necessary . 'The 

standpoint of the I.L.O. analysts toward the informal sector after the 

three major missions to Columbia (1970) Sri Lanka (1971) and Kenya '(1972) 

hardly improved over the years . Scthurarnan (1976 : 80) for instance , 

still adopted a two sector approach, and persisted wjth the notion of 

"traditional" as a guideline for his research . His view that entrepre­

neurs of the informal sector l ack managerial and technical skills, as 

well as the incentive to seek infonnation on better t echnology and 

marketing possibilities places the entire theoretical perspective and 

the motivation of the I.L.O. in jeopardy . 

It is a well known fact that the I. L. 0 . ' s r cco)llmendations are i n. Jj ne 

with principles that arc compatible with a social democratic fram21.11ork . 

In essence they nrc not meant to alter the bondage that ties the masses 

to minority regimes which in turn are supported by the ma j or 'core' 

countries . To this extent the I.L.0.' s r eco1m11cndaticns inevitably become 

one-sided , to the extent of adopting as fact, value judgements such as 

that reflected rn Sethuraman (1976) . 
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A similar approach to the informal sector was produced 1n a number of 

Latin American studies conducted under the auspices of P.R.E .A.L .C. 

The conclusions drawn from the analyses in the Dominican Republic and 

San Salvador stressed that informal activities were complementary to 

large formal enterprises. For this re::i~on they considered the informal 

sector central to- the economy and not peripheral to it . Policy 

implications in this connection were thus in favour of the recognition, 

containment, and perpetuation of the informal sector . The line of 

analysis followed closely Week ' s suggestion (1975) that developm~nt 

policy should recognize and legalize the informal sector because of its 

ability to create employment . 

The · striking similarities :in the Latin .American approach to those of the 

I.L.O. reflect the similar ideological sta.1.clpoints of the am:Jysts. 

Thus , the Latin American analysts also failed to place adequatel)' t he 

" informal sector" within a more holistic and interpretive backgr0tmd. 

Inadequacies of both the I.L .O. and P.R.E.A.L.C . 's approaches to the 

"informal sector" loy in their application of the dualist scheme . 

The numerous deficiencies that characterised thjs approach were time and 

again pointe<l out by various analysts. Bromley (1979 : 1033) ::iptly 

collated these deficiencies jnto nine points, which I further summari ze 

below : 

1. First the simple and crude dual classificabon fails to include 

the essential intermediate categories that provide a more complete 

picture of ongoing economic processes 

2. Second, the informal/formal division is logically inconsistent rn 

that it fai ls to clca] with the diversities that characterise and 

overlap both sectors ; 



3. Third, the use of the two sector approach has an inherent t endency 

to disregard the links that connect both sectors and the 

continuously fluctuating state of interactions ; 

4. Fourth, it is often quite mistaken to think that a single policy 

is universapy applicable . This view disregards the heterogeneity 

of the informal sector, which requires a wide range of policies 

for successful implementation 

5. Fifth, there is a tendency to view the informal sector as an 

exclusively urban fonnation. The rural info11nal sector requires 

equal recognition 

6. Sixth, most of the writings which define and use a 11fonnal/inforrnal 11 

classification fail to clarify what the other components of the 

total systems actually are . Nothing is said for instance on the 

state sector , the executive/professional sector, and the rural 

sector 

7. Seventh, the approach neglects the complex and subordinate relation­

ships of and within the informal sector . It says nothing of the 

strategies· employed by monopoly capitalism to suppress the infonnaJ 

sector; 

8. Eighth, there is the tendency to confuse neighbourhoods, households , 

people and activities , with enterprises . for instance the inclusjon 

of employment like bricklaying and bus driving , frequently l eads not 

only to confusion but error as well ; and 

9. Ninth, there is often the t endency to consider the informal sector 

and urban poor as synonymous . Not all involved in infon11al sector 

activit.ics are poor , and not a11 of the fonno.l sector arc rich . 
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The distinction docs not allow for this widespread overlap . 

Tims, the application of this dualist dichotomy not only led to confusion, 

but also to error ·in the w1derstanding of economic formations , and a 

consequent misdirection in policy recommendations. The major shortcomings 

in the I.L.0.'s and P.R.E.A.L.C.'s analyses were largely due to constraints 

on their independence . Individual missions of both institutions 

"opeJ'...o.;te..d walun .ope..u6,tc. gtudel.ine,,6 1!.cud down. b!J the.. National. GoveAn.me..n.t. 
c.o n.c..eAne..d, ide..ntio,i .. e..d cu6 6 eAe..nt c..hOJLac..;t.eA,.[,6.t.ic.. d.,i . .me..11-6io 11-6 and c..omp.t.ex,U:ie -6 
o & the.. e..mp.to yme..n.t. piw b.te.m, and. ILe..c..omme.nde.d ILel .. a.t.e..d e.mp.to ymen.t. .o.t.lLa.t.e..gie.!.) 11 

(Moser, 1979 : 1043) . 

Given these specific guidelines for carrying out analysis and forwarding 

economic recommendations, all the missions were able to suggest were 

d1anges that could occur within the existing political frameworks, without 

jeopardising the position of existing regimes and bureaucracies. Central 

to the different missions' recommendations and suggestions were land refonn 

and redistributive policies that were , jronically, rejected by the very 

governments that prescribed the guidelines for their research . 

Th,c very first mission of the I.L.O. in Colombia had its wide-ranging 

"po.V.,:t.ic..illy u;to'p,i.an tLe..c..omme.nda.t.ioM" (Chenery, 1974) rejected . SiJnilar 

recommendations in other countries hardly experienced a warn1er reception. 

Analysts could hardly have expected better , knowing the constraints of 

their guidelines. 

Jn essence, the c.onstraints which they accepted precluded the possibility 

of a.'lalysis being carried out withjn a more holistic interpretive frame­

work . This is why the propositions of the Latin American. aml I .L.O. · 

analysts revolved essentially around the theme of "structural :iJnbalonces", 

and suggested ways of achieving a closer arb cul ab on between the two 

25 . 



sectors. Souza and Tokrr,an , for instance, advocated a policy aimed at 

enlarging the market of the i nformal sector , which in turn would reinforce 

its links with the formal sector . Their view is that 

"I n. o!LdVL :to .6t.lLe.ng:the.n :thue. unk.6 mane. cJwM -6e.cton f.iu.b-c.ontJta.cting 
.6houid be. pnomo:te.d. Tw c.oul.d be. ac.fue.ve.d btj utaufb.ihJ..ng .6u.b-
c.o nt.lLactina 'pool-6 ' in :the. plLiva:te. .6 e.cton btj Ming the. State. ' .6 
pu.!Lc.hMing poweJL :to bu.tj good-6 in wfw.6e. pnodu.ction :the. in6otuna1. f.ie.cton 
p.f.alj.6 a rnajo!L pa!U:" (Souza and Tokman, 1976 : 364). 

In similar fashion the I.L.0.'s mission to Kenya produced this suggestion 

"Me.Mu.!Le.-6 Me. ne.c.omme.nde.d to indu.c.e. n.{}W1.6 in :the. oO!l.mai. f.ie.cto!L :to .6u.b-
c.o nt.lLact .f.a b o UIL - inxe.n.6 iv e. p!Lo c. e.-6 .6 e.-6 , po.Jltic.u..f.a!L.f. lj t.lLanJ.i po !Lt, c.o Vlh :t.1wcJ,.,fo n , 
ne.pculL and mMk.e;u,ng. F itun.6 c.oul.d ne.c.e.ive. .tax nwe.6 6on :the. :t/icuning 
o 6 Ke.ntjan e.nt.lLe.pne.ne.u.M who wou..f.d p.11.ov{de. :thu e. and o:the.n p!Lodu.ctiv e. 
.6 e.1Lvic.u on a c.ont.lLact ba.6b.i .... .f.Mge. 6.{}W1.6 c.ou..f.d be. appiwac.he.d :to 
duig na:te. p!LOC.e..6.6e..6 w/uc.h :the.tj Wou..f.d be. Wilung to have. appue.d by 
cuitJte.pite.ne.u.M ope!Lating on :the. u:ta:te.-6" (I.L .O. 1972 : 230). 

Nonetheless , within the frame,vork of these r ecommendations the mission was 

able to i dentify key issues within the realm of employment and unemployment, 

and relate them to the existing inadequacies of the broader economic 

formations. In this way they evolved a more comprehensive approach to the 

problems of employment and poverty. The most significant feature to 

emerge from the I.L.O. studies for instance, was the conceptualisat ion of 

".6t.lLuc..twULt ,i_mbai.anc.e.-6 ", which were considered the cn1cial factors that 

contributed trnvards, and even aggravated the levels of unemployment and 

poverty. Suggestions that arose from the identification of these macro­

level structural imbalances were however liJnited to merely corrective 

policies. 

This corrective standpoint arose from the mission ' s hope tk1t the econorrnc 

imbalances could be rectified by a catalogue of refonnist measures. It 

was for this reason that Leys , in his analysis of Kenya's political 

economy, raised his argwnent on a political pl atfonn and l ocated it within 

the context of development planning. Ile rejected corrective policies 
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aimed at restructuring the ".6btuc;tuJc.a1. imbal.anc.e--6", and argued that the 

approach misrepresented the modes of production and their mutual 

articulation in Kenya. In essence the structural imbalance approach fell 

short of recognizing the class character of Kenya and the political 

economic struggl e that characterized its capitalist political economic 

formation. Leys t~erefore pointed out that the mission in Kenya did not 

see the country's political economy as 

"c.o nbtacU..c.;tony ne.aL<.;ty , but only eui an ',i.mbal.a.nc.e. ', not a. .6tflugg.e.e. 06 
Oppll.V.,.t, ,{,ng and opp!Le.!.>M!.d c.£aJ.i.6 e.-6 , but moll.e. a. I.:, e./z..{.V., 0 6 pa.Wc.u£aJL 
I c.on6uw I 06 ,{,n;te.tLV.,U whlc.h the. .e.e.a.deJL.6(1,[p would ILe.!.>OP...ve. i 6 on.e.y 
ofLom e.nLi..gh:te.ne.d 1.:,e.£.6 ln:te.!Le.!.>t ln 6avou!L 06 ,the. c.ommon good" (1975 : 260) . 

Leys' rejection of the notion of correcting "1.:,btuc.;tUll.17.i. imba.ta.nc.e!.i " led 

the ,vay for Marxists to incorporate in their analyses the important issue 

of politics whose importance in producing and shaping the activities of 

the informal sector they recognized . 

PETTY COM\10DI1Y PRODUCTION 

Whilst recognizing the s i gnificance of ccnsidering structural imbala11ces, 

Marxis t approaches have crit jc i :ed the protagonists of the duali~t di.chotorny 

for not adequately presentjng the,,_heterogeneous complexities of Third World 

economies . 

Moser, in her argument for Pe tty Conunodity Production as a l egitjmate 

alternative basis of analysjs to th0 dual ist dj chotomy , argues for an 

identification of 
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"a. c.o Htinu.u..m o 6 pfLoduc.;th1 e. awt1l;t-i.. v., . • . o 6 c.omple.x. un/2.ag e..t> and de.pe.nde.nt 
Jt..e.1.a.:ti...oM fup.6 be;twe.e.n pf/.oduwon clnd (Ul.:, ,tfubuuon .6lj.6t(!..ml.:, ... 11 (19 79 : 1055) . 

This alternative suggestion, as Long and Richardson put it, is based on 

"a. mode· 06 p!Lodu.won type. 06 ancll.y.6 ,[,6 whic.h loo lu a..:t the. fio1tc.v., and Mua.C. 
tLC21.a.tioM 06 p11.oduc.uon , t fi e. hueJ-LJLe.l.c1.:tJ.0Mfilp6 b~;tuwe.n c.o-e.x.-Loth1.9 mode.,j .. '' 
(1 979 : 18 2) . 



Central to this approach was the significant feature of a continUl.nrt of 

productive activities based 

"upon. a model 06 c.o-e.x..l6w1g mode.I.) an.d notimo 06 p11,odu.c;twn, in.e.x.:tJuc.ab.ty 
c.onn.e.c.:te.d wdlun an u.n.e.qu.a.t e.x.pfod.autie. 11,e.{a:tl_onolup 06 domina,tfon and 
.ou.boti_cun.ation." (Bromley and Gerry , 1979 : 4) . 

Inspiration for such an analysis was r ece ived from Bienefeld's discussion 

of the urban sector where he proposes a perspective that 

"e.~ :the. ide.nti6ic.a:tA..OVl. 06 cU.6oeJ1.e.n.:t. mode.o 06 pti_odu.c.uon in. :the. Ma.Jtx..l6.t 
.oe.Me., and c.onc.e.Jtn!.> wel6 wdh :the. a/1lic.u.w:t.ion. 06 .:the.oe. mode.I.) 06 
piwdu.c.uon. .. . in. wluc.h Vati_,{_Ou..6 mode.I.) adapt :to e.ac.h o:t.he.Jt, e.ac.h be.c.omi_n.g 
de.pe.n.den.:t. on. :the. o.thell. , and e.ac.h .to6ing w ide.n.:t.dy and in.de.pe.nde.nc.e. :to 
.oome degti_e.e" (Moser 1979 : 1057). 

In summary, the Petty Commodity Production approach contained two essential 

components . One was the r eference to the drn inant forces of production 

that · principally defined the political econor:iic relations of ownership and 

control of the means of production . The second w2.s the subordinated economic 

formation where activities were essentially dictated a.i1d tailored by the 

dominant forces . Unlike the conventional interlinkage of th2. political 

economies of rural areas however , the linkage emphas:ized in the petty 

connnodity production approach was not characterized by appropriation of 

surplus product. 

The approach was 'based on a rcdefinj t5 on of Marx ' s thesis of Detty crnmnodity 

production which had become necessary in the light of the widespread changes 

that characterized developing countries. Within the confines of this 

theoretical perspective an attempt was made to :iJlustrate the numerous and 

diverse linkages that connected "small scale" petty commodity product:ion to 

the dominant capitalist sector . 

What emerged as sig11ifi cant from the petty connn.o<li ty approach was the · 

essential features of dependence and subord·in:1ti on. Basic to this frame­

work was the exposition of the C)..-ploitativc -r;1odes of procluct:ion and soc...io-
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economic existence which gave the capitaJ.ist political economics a 

privileged tilt that maintains and perpetuates the status quo. Limitations 

to this argument however lie in the inherently 5tatic and homogeneous 

picture that it produced. It does not take into consideration the ongoing 

historical processes that produce a range of economic strategies that are 

peculiar to partic~lar periods in time and place . It is for this reason 

that Gerry for instance (1978 : 1980) rejected the petty corrunodity 

production approach as residual. He argued that petty commodity production 

as an economic activity is in a state of constant change. This fluctuating 

ongoing process Gerry describes as a two-featured transition - ,vhich he 

supports with data from his fieldwork in Dakar. TI1e transition to 

proletarianisation is the major feature , and movement in the opposite 

direction, i.e. the transition towards entrepreneurship , the minor feature. 

Gerry's data suggests that there are limitations on the petty produc·ers' 

chances of evolving material and productive bases that are connnensurate 

with the accumulation of capital. Gerry's conclusion thus spelt out that 

petty producers arc 

".tft..appe.d in an. involu:tJ.onaJuj impaf.JM., able. onl.y to tLe.p11,ciduc.e. .thcu11. c.onc:U,t.;cnJ.i 
06 e.xi.6tmc.e., on,te11 at the. expe.n.,~e. 06 .theitz. own .otandrUl.d 06 living a.nd 
tclbouJt 11,e.muneJLa..:Uon" (R.A.P.E., 1975 : 16). 

1ne significance of Gerry 's contribubon lies in his important shift away 

from the munerous attempts to overcome conceptual difficulties 1n informal 

sector analysis. Ile provides a new approach that illustrates the dynamics 

of petty p::-oduction witldn a dialectical frnmework of c1pitalist processes. 

Most significant within his theoretical paradigm is the appropriate locat-ion 

of the fluctuating processes of petty production, its proccssual subordinate 

links to the broader political-economic formation , and the significant .move 

towar<ls analysis and policy implications that emerged from ·it . 
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In this way the ongoing processes that producet maintain and perpetuate 

the marginalised masses are more clearly discernible and understood. 

APPROACHES 1D THE lfINFORMAL SECTOR" BY SOUTH J\FRICA.N ANALY~"TS 

A recent attempt by local (South African) analysts Rogerson and Beavon (1980) 

to refonnulate the "informal sector" approach through the combined use of 

existing information on this concept and that of petty commodity production 

bases its initial proposition on the concept of "c.a.1.iual poolL". Their 

contention that the "c.a.1.iu.al pooh" approach will result in ".the_ ptw1.:,pe_c..t 06 

a. new 6oc.U/.S on pove.lt.ty in cle.ve£opn1e.nt 1.:,;tu.cl,i_e,1.:," (p. 177) hardly rests on a 

foundation that cculd be considered either contributory, or an extension to 

the already existing paradigms. Lack of a more comprehensive outline for 

the "c.Mu.al pooh': produces an inevitable regression to the stagnant framework 

of the dualist dichotomy. Application of this concept, hmvever, in its 

present formulation - based essentially on the absence of a moderate degree 

of security - will reproduce the rn:isleading homogeneous characteristjcs of 

the marginalised masses , a feature that petty commodity productfon and the 

marginalisation approaclies are attempting to avoid . 

What is needed is- therefore a move towards an integrated interpretive 

approach that illustrates the ambiguous dynamic characteristics of the 

informal sector and its stagnant position within the ongoing processes of 

capitalist accumufation, production and reproduction . 

Tiffi MARGINALISATION - CAPITALIST REPRODUCTION APPROJ\CiI 

As a theoretical extension to the marginal and marginality concepts, Gerry 

(1979 : 1148) wTotc of the marginalisa Uon concept as one ,,;hich 

"duc.tubu and b/t,l11g1.:, ;foge.thVt a mul;tJ.p.ticliLJ ofi me..c_hawm1.:, and phenomena, 
e_ac.h c.o n.cJ1 etely l.Lnl<.e.d .to and o peJw..:ti1 tg cw a de.cw n-,a.n.i6 M/:a..:li on o 6 .the_ 

Jo. 



g.e.obal hel.a.LfonJ.ifup be.-twe..e..n :the.. domina.n:t c.a,pJ,taJ!.,<.,o;t mode. on p!todu.c;t,ion 
and :the.. mcv.,.o 06 :the.. popu.£.a.tion in e.ac.h c.ou.n.VL!f in wluch it hold.6 .owcty . 
Con.oe..que..n:tlu, d would be.. mo.iie apphopJtia.:te.. :ta ex.ru1U:.ne.. .the.. c.LWt..e..n.t 
.oJ,twu:ion o 6 1v'l.ban pWt:f c.ommocu.ty p1wdu.c. e./1.-6 , wi./0.an,~, :tJtade..M and 
c.a.ou.aJ!.. wohlze..M WT l.n tVi.rn.6 o 6 mCULglnaWy d1.:, el(i , :the. inude..nc.e.. a 6 
individual Oh c.o.f.J.e..wve.. de,p.t1.J..vation ·rL e.. • .the. phuc.e,M of; ma11.0 ,fria.LL~a;(:ion) 
but Jta...:theJL :to ma/7.e.. :the. c.11.ucJ..al. conne..c.;tj_on.l-> be.,twee..n :the. £..i. .. 6e .oJ.:tua.tioM 
o 6 ;{Jw,'.) e. uJtbru -L wcJtk.VL/.:, crnd .:the.. me..c.lu:rni.6m.6 ( ne..c. e.M,a.Jv..ly L-i.11 h.e.d to ;Lhc. 
ongoing p!Loc.r,M 06 c.a.pd:ni..,U.i;t ac.c.wnulc.0tion), tlvwu.gft wfuc.h :they c1J'& 
ex.pe.oJle..d, pa1t ... ua.l~y pJto.f.e;laJt...{11ru.z(),d, .. -i.mpotie../1.,<.,6/;()d and, i6 you. will, 
1;1afLghial.) .. l:,e..d". 

It is in the spirit of this definition that I adopt the use of the 

marginalisation concept, and e:,,..l)and on it in two ways. First I focus 

briefly on those aspects which I consider to be the main pillars of the 

marginalisation process 1vithin the South African social formation (see 

Chapter Two). And second, I make the "c.11.uc.J,al c.01111e..rnon1.:," between these 

"me.c.ha1U.6m.6 11 arnJ the life situations by discussing case studies in 

Chapters Three, Four, Five and Six. 

111e major tendency of Gerry's rnarginalj saLi.on. - capitalist reproduction 

approach sen.res to relate the co-exislence and in ter-action of the petty 

and capitalist producers, and simultaneously to bridge the gap that 

asstunes their empirically observable and heuristic separateness. 

Significant features to emerge f~·om his argument were the effective 

forces of economic exclusion that °Kept the rnatginaEsed masses at a level 

of stagnation, and further preclu<lcd the possibj}ities of improving their 

socio-economic vosition. 

Whilst Gerry ' s approach leads to sensible policy r cco!11J11endati ons , it 

neglects analysis of the most bnsic unit of production, thG household 

unit. Jt should however be stated in opposition to Long and Richerdson 

that it is Gerry's neglect and not a theoretical limitation jn the 

Marxist frarne1,1ork that pruduced tlri s shortfalJ (Long artd Rich2.rdson, 1979 -
186). 
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A recent attempt within the capitalist reproduction perspective aimed at 

incorporating the household as an integral feature of investigation within 

its broader framework (Wilkinson and Webster, 1981 : 6-12) . This thrust 

towards contextualising the household 

" ... u;,U.lun the. we.b on fun.chip JiUationo' .oOCAJU nwvo!Lfu)' voluntoJUJ 
a.MocJ.a.tionJ.i and c.ommun,i;ty and c.laM 1iei_a;tfono whic.h c.ond,i_;t,i_on ill 1wle. 
aJ.i the. ba.1.iic. un,i;t on ind)_vidual c.onoumption cmd 11..e.ptwduc.tion in c.ap~;t 
J.ioue.ty" (1980 :· 6) 

serves as a legitimate "e.xte.noion." to the capitalist reproduction approach 

that preceded it . The advantage of the specific inc]usic.n of the household 

unit J.jes in its capacity to produce a more extensive a.,r1alysis of the 

relations of prnduction characteristic of the South African social 

processes. 

Jn its entirety however, the basis on whid1 the extension to the 

capitalist approach was formulated neglected several vital issues that are 

centrnl to the tmders tanding of infonnal activities as strategies for 

survival within the South African social format ion . Most significa,1t Vi 

the issue of structural lmemploymcnt; which appeared to have no influence 

on the forrnul~b on process. Neglect of the central role played by the low 

cost of wage labour l ed to neglect of an equally important feature that 

contributes towards the increasing number of p::irti.cipants in the ";~n.Jo1w1al 

1.ie.c.to1i 11
• FailuTe to incorporate structural lLlcmploy;nent, and the hc~tcrogc­

neous features that characterise h0usehold units will irn:'vitalily reproduce 

the static homogeneous implications of the "c.MLtal poolL" concept. 

Restriction of the analysis to houc;ehold units ''wheJLe. c.cHl!.i[w,p.tfon 6af..l..6 

be.1.ow the mbumwn '5ub.o ,wte.nc.e. fe.vw . , . 11 (p. 12) iJ.J.ustratcs the foevitable 

line of argument. In addition a lack of empirical evidence to SUPJ)ort 

their formulation ·furthcr jeopardises 1ts applicability to the South 

African fonnation. Their repudiation of Gerry and Birkbeck' s use of "-6mcttf. 

1.ic..aie e1iteJLp11.,u. 0 .J.:." was restricted to a mere criticism of the concept. H 

did not suggest n...11 altcrn.:1tive that could be adapted clr..<l macl12 appJ :icobJc 

to local condi b ons within the South Afr:i.ain fonnation. 
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APPLICATION OF THE CAPITALIST REPRODUCfIO,~ APPROACH TO rmE SOUTH AFRICAN 

FORMATION 

In attempting to evolve a conceptual paradigm that at least approximates 

a solution to the problems of informal sector analysis within the 

context of the South African political economy, we need to address the 

peculiar attributes that constitute its formation. 

But first, it needs to be emphasized that whilst the awakening of the 

informal sector studies in Southern Africa had generated widespread 

interest, it often misrepresented the kind of analysis that was needed . e «.... 

by economists Truu and Black (1980), there appeared no attempt to 

contextualize this "v,L:ta.l" urba,1 economic formation, i.e. the "in6011ma£ 

1..ectoh11 within the political econrnnic boundaries that produced it. TI·1eiT 

approach was _essentj a.lly descriptive and rendered no implications that 

could be of importance to policy planners. 

Quite the opposi.te appToach however is represented by Dewar and Watson 

(1981) who made a significant contribut:iO{l to the w1derstand ing of the 

essential features that characterize the infonnal entrepreneurs of the 

Cape Peninsula • . Their recogniti;n of s1 ructurn.l w1employment , and of 

the restrictive legislative dcvicc1_ that constrain the infonnal sector 's 

levels of operation ilhm1inates an area that often receives little or no 

1 • emp,1as1 s . Clear illustration of these constrictive devices provides an 

accurate pjcture of the forces of exclusion, as opposed to the often 

generalized and less specific presentations of infornml sector an;1lysis. 

TI1e policy recommendations that emerged from the analysis by Dewar Md 

Watson however represented no improvement on the catalogue of corrective 

devjces 1vhi.ch the I.L.O. m:issions had made jn their r espective target 

areas. Worse still, their ;:ipproach p::iid scri.nt attention to the depl orable 



domestic existence of tr.eir target groups. 

Its suggestions of simply removing certain constrictive legislative 

devices, and creating more employment opportunit ies to ameliorate chronic 

unemployment 1s 1n fact a step backwards from the I.L.O. mission 's 

emphasis on R.w.G. (Redistribution with Growth) . 

Fundamental to an analvsis of an exploitative formation such as that of 

South Africa is the identification of the mu~ip~e ~r1.ctors that produce 

the fonnation, dictate and shape economic interactions and which - - - . -
keep them in a state of perpetual marginality . The, approach therefore 

needs t0 be based on the collection of super--structural and jnstitutional 

devices that constitute a cornplex set of mechanisms that influence the. 

ongoing process of margi11alisation. Analysis must. refer not only to the 

restrictive legislatjon related to retail clistdbution , but also to the 

forces which, together-with legislation, ui slocate the: masses , ·maintain 

a low-wage labour force , and provide lin,:idequate edu.cational facil :i ties 

to ensure a continuous dcpendcndancy relationship. 

Tile marginalisation concept as it i s applied here follows Gerry 1s 

refutation of the "mMginal" and "mci!r.gina.ldy" concept, because of j ts 

"in.he.Jte.nt and in11n,i.ne.n.t dan.geA 06 dAagging i:t6 pnotaganv..;t~ in-to .6teJz.ile 
and c.ou.n;(:e.1Lp'1.odu.c..tive. du.a...eMm (viz. mMgin.auze.d ve.:cw./~ inb .. 911.o;ted, e.tc. ) 
w..i..thou.t pe.Jr.mdtin.g them to fuc.ove.JL the c.Jwc.id.l (U(Le.e.c.uc. whic..h c.onne.c..t 
.:the .:twin pole.1.i 06 u.Ji.ban p'1.0duwon and dJiive.1.i the. ,~yM:ern onwMd.6 " 
(1 979 : 11 48) . 

The ".oy.otem" within the South African political economic context is a 

peculiar situation of White domi11ation, which is actively supnoTtecl . .. ·'-

by several of the core nations. It j s against this background ~ i.e. -of 

Vihitc domination, contcxtua1isecl within the '19lobal .otj.6tem" - that the 

processes of m.:1rgh1aUsution shcuJd be under stood. ---------- ~- - -
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CHAPTER TI\10 

THE S0U1lf AFRICAN POLITICAL ECONOMY OF EMPLOYME IT' , EDUCATION_, HOUSING M'D 

SMALL BUSINESS 

"The. po Li.tic.al 6ac;toh.. h..e.incunJ., .thQ. u.nc.ha.U.e.ng e.abfe., u.nal.te.Jr..abfe. c.o n.th..ol o 6 
.the. Sou.th A6Ju.c.an .ooc.ie..ty in ge.ne.Jr..a.l and .the. Sou.th A6Ju.c.an e.c.onomy ,fo 
paJi:t,,,i,c.u.laJr.. by ili While. pe.opfe." (Horwitz, 1969 : 3) . 

How is this possible? Within a world whose countries are supposedly 

committed to the eradication of racial dominance and prejudice, and which 

rests on economic inter-dependence for its survival, can any region 
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perpetuate racial discrimination and yet survive amidst widespread revulsion? 

Can South Africa for that matter espouse an exploitative ideology against all 

humanitarian sentiments ru1d operate as an ostracized island from the inter­

national community? Is the South African political economy so supported Ly 

member countries of the international commw1ity that her e:x.-ploitative fonnation 

is of no real interest to those who collaborate with its regime? 

Although it is beyond the scope of this thesis to indulge rn elaborate 

answers to the questions above , it is worth comment ing on features that are 

of significance to them. Considering South Africa 's economic alliance with 

the major core countries , viz. Britain, U.S.A., France, Nest Germany and 

Japru1, the answer to the last question above would appec1r to be in the 

affiI111ative. However, whilst the major core countries articulate abhorrence 

to South Africa's internal policies, they frequently and openly also express 

approval for the existence of its eA'"]Jloitative formation. Fortune Magazine_, 

for instance, spelt it out 

"Th e. Re_pu.blic. 06 Sou.th A6Ju.c..a hM alway.o be.e.n Jr..e.gaJtde.d by 6011e.J.gn inve.,;~.tolLf., 
M a gold mine., one. 06 .tho1:.e. 'Leute. and Jr..e.{)11..uh.i_ng pfac.e..6 whe.Jr..e. p11..06ili Me. 
gh..e.a.t and p!tob-f.e_m.6 .oma-f.L Cap..i;tal. i-6 not th!Le.a..:te_ne.d by poW-.,,,i,c..af · 
,<,nJ.,;tabilily oh.. nationaiJ.1.,a;t_,i_on . Lo .. boWL i-6 c..he.ap , .the. mMke..t i-6 booming, 
.the. c.u.Jr..Jte.nc.y hMd and c.on\ie.Jt.:tibfe." (Arm and Neva Seidman , 1977 : 76). 



In essence this statement emphasises the basis on which core cotmtrics 

are connected to the South African political economy . Characterized by 

a system of inequality, based on racial subordination and repression, 

the South African fonnation rests essentially on its relative political/ 

military strength, which is heavily supported by the core countries. 

Such are the charact eristics , as Bergeson (1982 : 26) , and Cohen (1982 

62-70) for instance, point out , of the capitalist core areas and their 

"regional sub-centres'~ 'D1e broader implications of this are that a 

regional sub-centre such as South Africa , depends l argely on external 

forces to help maintain , perpetuate and reproduce its exploitative social 

fonnation (Seidman and Maketgla, 1981). 

On a more academic l evel , scrutinizing national social fonnations wit11in 

a broader global network serves as a useful extension to the marxist/nco­

marxist 1Jaradigm. 111e conventional Marxist view of the ownership and 

control of the means of production by private and state capitalists has 

proved too restrictive for an adequate assessment of wide scale exploitat­

ion. 

An important limitation is its n~_glect of the integral position that the 

national social fonnation , or 11.fl.e.g.{.ona.l 1.iu.b-c.e.vitJte.", occupies within the 

global context. Similarly, as Bergeson (1982) has argued > the neo-rnarxist 

paradigm , especially in the trend of Wallerstein (1977), Frank (1979) and 

Amin (1974) concentrates on the issues of the socio-economic relations 

between and amongst the dominant and subordinate groups, but within a 

national context only. 

111us in confronting the co-existence of core countries and regional sub­

centres , especially with:in an anthropological context, we need to place 

emphasi- on the processes of articulation that connect the twin poJes of 
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capitalist reproduction. More :i.Jn:portantly, however, we need to narrow 

our focus to concentrate on issues that are peculiar to the national 

formation and the micro level w1it of investigation in question. This 

approach, of simultaneously confronting the macro and micro situations, 

helps to establish a legitimat e connection to both "sub-fonnations". 

In the case of South Africa we thus need to address ourselves to key 

issues in the ongoing process of marginalisation and the dependency 

relationships that are central to the peculiarities of its capitalist 
- I 

reproduction. On a national level, the issues of employment , education , 

housing and monopolistic/oligopolistic capitalism are considered to be 

most sigi-1ificant, and are discussed in this Chapter. On the micro-level, 

the focus narro,vs to th::i.t very widespread economic activity which I 

consider to be functional to capitalist reproduction: street trading. 

EMPLOYMENT 

South Africa's exploitative employment policies date back to the successive 

processes of peasantisation , depeasantisation and !Jroletarianisation during 

the colonial period. In the period of peasantisation the indigenous 

population showed evidence of agricultural competence. The resultant 

European concern, plus the need for cheap labour led to a series of 
- -~ -

constrictive legislative devices over the decades that saw to the entrench­

ment of ''White"* dominance. Hence, the 1852-53 Native Affairs Commission 

made the very revealing statement that : 

"The Ka66VUi Me now rnuc.h moJLe in,subo.1tcu'..na;te and hnpa;tient 06 c.onbwf, .the.y 
·Me .IL(tpiclty bec.ornin9 Jiic.h and indepe.nde.n;t" (BW1dy, 1979 : 171) . 

* The :trArn.6 "(!Jh,i;te", "Ind-<.£tn", "(bfow1.c.d" and ,~ 6Ju.c.anrr aJie.. no.t LL.6e.d 
de..6c.Jiip.tivel.y . The.y cl.lte. uiie..d 1.:i:Ul,i_c.tiy a.6 le.gal c.a.te.go.ltie.-6 - .6ee· 
Popula.tJ,.on Regi.6bi.a..tion A. c..t ( NJ 30 , 1950). 

.37. 



Vast labour shortages on 'White' ' fanns and in growing industries, the 

refusal of the 1.ndigenous populations to leave the communal settings for 

wage l abour, and the established peasantry that was not prepared to 

relinquish their position to become labourers, urged the Colonists to 

embark on a strategy that led to an inhLD11an and radical disruption of 

the relatively harmonious co-existence between the indigenous structures 

and the growing market economy. The idea was to restrict the mobility of 

the indigenous people to "locations" that were economically w1productive 

The Locations C01m11ission of 1846 initiated this move when they stated 

that they should 

11 1..0 c.Jtowd .the k.anMM M .to c.ompe.1 :them .to leave .the-UL .toc.ation and f..eek. 
WOfl.k." (Bundy, 1979 : 169) . 

This set in motion the process of depeasantisation and the formation of 

a proletariat. It assured the expanding capitalist economy, particularly 

after the late 19th century mineral discoveries, of an abundant cheap 

labour supply. As the growing needs of the process of capitalist expansion 

in South Africa demanded more cheap labour, the indigenous peoples were 

confined to ever smaller and more overcrowded fragments of territory 

(nGubane, 1976) . 

Over the years, however , the incapacity of the capitalist economy to absorb 

the growing f~bour force Jed to embarrassing labour surpluses. Mass exoduses 

from. the unproductive rural "locations" ~d the growing numbers of unemployed 

"Coloureds" and "Indians" added to the ranks of the "structurally unemployed" 

(Leggasick , 1977; Maree, 1978; Simkins, 1981). 

The privileged position of the "White" labour force was entrenched as early 

as 1922 . Al though the strike by '1\Thite" tr:idesmcn to bar "Africm1" workers 

from skilled Jabour was ·in;i tially suppressed by the government of the tirne, 
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it was immediately and successfully used as a tool by the right wing 

opposition party to muster support from the '1Vhite" electorate to replace 

the existing government . The industrial colour bar that emerged thereafter 

was applied not only to the indigenous people but to those classified 

"Coloured" and "Indian" as well . As Maree aptly summarized the pecul iarity 

of the South African employment situation : 

"The. ..i..nd.u..1.:ibual. c..olouJL baJL ge.ne./La;te._1.:, 6wdheJL une.mployme.n..:t by CJLe.a;t;_n.g 
·1.:,et.:te.e.me.n..t6 o 6 1.:,k.,i,,Ue.d la.bou/L in .the. e.c..onomy a.nd g..i..ve._1.:, a a. :wJ.{.J.:,.t 1.:,0 
.that .the. bu/Lde.n 06 unemployme.n.;t 6all.6 ma.inly onA6Juc..an6 , ColouJLe.d 
and I ncUan1.:i " C 19 7 8 : 1) . 

·:.· 
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TABLE 2 . 1 UNEMPLOYMENT ESTIMATES 

~------~----·-------.------------------, 

1 . Government 

(a) Census 

Cb) C.P.S. 

(c) E.D.P. 

2. Sadie 

BLACKS 

1946 : 134 000 (4,6%) 
19S1: 118 000 (3,8%) 
1960: 328 000 (8 ,4 %) 
1970: 284 000 (S,1%) 

1979: 49S 000 (9 , 2%) 

1976: Males: 170 000 
4 - 8% 338 000 
Underemployed: 
1970 21% 
197S 2S,S% 

3. van der Menve 1976: 528 000 -
924 000 

(7,7 - 13,5%) 

4. Simkins 

5. Loots 

-~-

6. Spandau, A 

ALL RACES 

1977: 900 000 (10,6%) 

L 

1970: 269 000 
1973: 482 000 
1976: 74 600 

H 

301 000 
740 000 

1 142 000 

1960: 1 236 000 (18,3%) 
1970: 1 7S8 000 (20,4%) 
1977: 2 301 000 (22 , 4%) 

V HIGH HIGH -- --
1970: 1 019 000 448 000 

MEDIUM LOW -
2S1 000 S8 000 

V HIGH HIGH --
1976: 1 856 000 1 414 000 

MEDIUM LOi\f -
1 17 4 000 1 021 000 

VH = 18,6% H = 14 ,2% M = 11,8% 
L = 10 , 2% 

1977: over 100 000 (10,15%) 

1977: 1 500 000 
1----------t------------+---------------·-

7. Jacobs, G 1978: 2 000 000 

8 . De Lan gc , R 1978 : 2 000 000 (25%) 
~ ------------- -----"--------------------~- ·-

SOURCE DEWAR Ai"JD iVATSON , 198 i 11 
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TABLE 2. 2 PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION Of TOTAL LABOUR FORCE BY CATEGORY 

NON-AGRICULTURL\L SECTOR 

1960 1975 

NON NON 
WHITE WHITE TOTAL WHITE WHITE TOTAL 

WHITE COLLAR 
WORKERS : 

HIGHLY SKILLE1) 30,4 5,3 15,0 36,3 10, 2 20, 1 

SB\H -SKILLED 67,6 15,3 35,5 62,3 21 , 6 37,0 

UNSKILLED 2,0 79,4 49,5 1 , 4 68 ,2 42,9 

BLUE COLLAR 
EMPLOYEES 

SKILLED 42,6 1 , 3 9,2 45,5 2, 1 8, 2 

SB1I-SKILLED 50,7 51 ,5 51 ,4 52,1 52,9 52,8 

UNSKILLED 6,7 47,2 39,4 2,4 45,0 39,0 

TABLE 2.3 PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL LABOUR FORCE IN NON-AGRICULTURAL SECTOR 

1960 1975 

NON NON 
WHITE WHITE TOTAL WHITE 1\1--IITE TOTAL ---

WHITE COLL~R 
WORKERS 60,3 36,5 43 ,0 69 ,4 37 ,9 45,8 

BLUE COLLAR 
WORKERS 39 ,7 63,5 57,0 30,6 62,1 54, 2 

-

SOURCE DE VRIES , 1979 11 



In Table 2.1 the low estimates of unemployment furnished by the govern­

ment need to be questioned in the face of the widely differing figures 

produced in Tables 2.2 and 2.3. The suspicious and inevitably question­

ing attitude towards the government census on employment statistics is 

unavoidable, especially since the Department of Statistics' evasive 

attitude in the 1970 census. Officials were instructed to record members 

of the active labour force in the "African" community as employed, even 

if they were not. For instance, those who were unemployed, but had 

previously occupied positions as domestic workers or labourers were to be 

recorded as being employed in such occupations (1v.I.P. 1980). It was for 

this reason that Professor J. Keenan said 

"066,[ual. 1.:,:ta;tu.,;tic.1.:, on u.ne.mployme.n;t WeAe.. 'u.nlleaU..f.i:tic.aLty' low. The.y 
e..xcfu.de..d .the. u.ndeA-e..mploye..d, .the. c.h11.oruc.aLty u. ne..mploye..d and pe..ople.. 1tu.fe..d 
oui be..c.aU/.:, e.. .they weAe.. .too young 011. .too old, .the..y weAe.. in flac.t loo/zing 
floJt woJtlz" (R.D.M. Nov 4 1982) . 

Tables 2. 2 and 2. 3 illustrate the vast discrepancies between ;'1,\lhi te" and 

"Non-White" in the skjlled , semi-skilled and unskilled l abour categories . 

The revision of the 1924 Industrial Conciliation Act in 1956, and the 

simultaneous introduction of the Work Reservation Act safeguarded the 

"Whi te" labour force against unemployment; and at the same time left 

employers free to discriminate against ''Non-Whites" without fear of being 

penalized. Between 1956 and 1975 at least 28 work reservation orders 

were introduced to protect against lfWhite" unemployment, and to ensure 

"by vi'1..tu.e.. 06 .the. IndMtftiaf ColoWL Ba11." as Maree argued, that 
I 

1~\ll1ites" retain " ... a nea.JL monopoly on -6/u..il.e..d job-6 •.. " (1978 3). 

Continuous and wjdespread revulsion against these forms of persistent and 

blatant ex:ploitatjon is reflected in the recent country-wide strikes , 

involving thousands of workers. A concerted effort by a government 

appointed Commission of Inquiry in 1977 to "imnrove" the l abour situation 
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was considered by both liberal and radjcal academics , as well as the 

progressive labour unions , as an exercise in futility . 

The Commission's advocacy of management-appointed liaison committees in 

preference to popularly elected representatives from labour unions ,vas 

regarded by the workers as unacceptable and uncompromising. A S.A.L .D. R.U. 

critique thus rightly commented that the 1977 Commission's recommendation 

was merely a concessionary device that was hardly meant to improve the 

exploitative "labour situation" . The management-appointed cormnittees are 

to ensure a minimum amount of work disruption due to strikes. They, i.e . 

the workers , are to use these nominated committees as a platform to air 

their grievances. It is these very proposals that gave rise to widespread 

dissatisfaction amongst workers and consequent strikes . In 1982 more than 

141 000 workers (none of them "White") took part in 298 strikes and 

stoppages . The number , i.e. 141 000, showed an increase of SO 000 workers 

involved in strikes and stoppages (Varsity , 42 : 4 : 27 April 1983 p.10). 

But most, if not all , of these protests ,vere declared illegal by the amended 

Riotous Assemblies Act (No 30, 1974), and the popular representatives were 

often singled out and prosecuted under the Intimidation Act (No 72 , 1982). 

The continuous use of such oppressive l egislative devices, carried out by 
·:.· 

a well-armed police force, is indicative of the South African regime's 

intent ion not to relieve the lot of the ''Non-White" labour force, and to 

keep them at a subservient level. 

I 

EDUCATION 

Like the constrictive and exploitative employment situation , education 

in South Africa is part of 

"an ove,•ic<Lf..t we.U c.0 ;1ceh1ed doc.,tfL,,{,ncuJU! .. po.lcc.u 01 .6U.6:te.ina;(i .. ca,Uy mcun:tc1i.n,cng 
wh.dC! hegC!muilU ow,.'i .the. bfcuilu, 1...0 :tha;t .:the 6uJu;;e: · r:au pe.1Lpe,,tua.U y exp.fo-U. 
the.. Pa,ttC/1. 01 (_-!,:::igr;ah , 1970 : 59) . 
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In a sunrey \conducted in 1977 in Durban by the Department of Economics 

it was found that employees' low productive levels, especially amongst 

"Africans", were largely attributable to their low educational levels . 

More than 50% of the male "African" employees had received no formal 

eduation, whilst 30% had received only primary education (Dewar and 

Watson, 1981 : 17) . 

As early as 1922 "African" education was "encouraged" by the Union govern­

ment when it imposed a £1 tax on all "Africans" to establish the Native 

Development Account. It was the Union goven1ment' s hope that it would 

fund "mcun,te.n.anc.e.., e.xte.n1.:,ion and ,U11p'1.ove..me.n,t 06 e.du.c.ailona.1 6a~v., 

amon,q.6t n.ativv., " (Nyaggah , 1980 : 61) . This did not , however, mean a 

secure place for "educated" "Africans" in a changing political environment . 

Policy planners right up to the time of National Party entrenchment in 

1948, adopted the paradoxical role of "keeping the Africans in their places", 

i .e . geographically and socially, as well as allowing them some economic 

mobility , and broader scope for educational "advancements" . 

Attitudes towards "African" education become more clearly defined when the 

fascist sentiments of the Boers were entrenched in the National Party -

whose founder , J .B. Hertzog , stressed that his party "1i.e.p1tv.,e.n,te..d Boe.Ji. 

in,te.1i.v.,t.6 f/Mt and tho.6e.. 06 othe.JL Wh-<.,tv., .6e.c.on.d" . No mention was made of 

people who were not "White". 

An even more right wrng stand emerged when the Nationalist "puritans" 

expelled Hertzog from the party for his frequent consultation with h:is 

British counterparts . Throu_gh thejr secret society, the Broederbond, the 

Boers formed the Purified Nationalist Party and thereafter successfully 

recaptured control of South Africa ' s political , economic and social 

institutions . 
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This saw the start of institutionalized segregation in South African 

education, as well as a gradual erosion in its quality, funds and 

"African" students enrolment. TI1e discrepancies were summarized by 

·Muriel Horrell in the South African Dialogue : 

"Th eJte. ha).) be.e.n veJuJ f.Mge. 911.ow.:th in M.hool e.n11.o.e.me.nt; btd 6M. e.veAIJ 
100 Whde. c..hil_c!Jr.e.n in I.) e.c..o nda.ti.y c...la,M M .:the.11.e.. Me. 1.:,WJ_ o nltj 7 3 I n~IU; 
34 ColoW1.e.d c..WdJi.e.n, and 1 3 A. 61!..{.c..a.JU" . 

The discrepancies in provision are very stark as figures on e:>...rpenditure 

demonstrate: 

''F al!. e.ve.11.y RJ 00 J.)pe.nt annuciUy on the. e.duc..a.uon 06 Wlute. pupili 11.oughly 
R28 .{.I.) J.)pe.nt on In~JU; R26 on ColoW1.e.d pupili and R6 on A. 61!..{.c..aJU" 
(Nyaggah, 1980 : 75) . 

The South African government is able to administer the complex educational 

pattern it created, through separate departments, for its four classified 

corrm1Unities - administering children, teachers, curricula, buildings and 

all other subsidiary activities r elated to educational administration . 

This figure does not include the "independent homelands" of Ciskei, Trans­

kei, Bophuthatswana and Venda (see van der Horst, 1981 : 66) . In this 

way the government is able to implement more effectively its policy of 

unequal consideration for the different population groups . 
·~ 

Disparities in the educational system stennned initially from the Eiselen 

Connniss i on Reoort and the Bantu Education Act of 1953 that aimed to 

legitimize the sectarian polic..-y by constructing "Africans" as 

"an independent 11.ac..e. 11.equil!.ing an educ..a.Li..on J.:,tjl.)t.CJn in whic..h .:the,{)[. pcu.i.:t and 
pliMent, :theil1. .foheJte.nt Ji.a&.a.l quo.LU..iM, .:the.ifl. d_uunc;ti_ve. c..hMo .. c..;teJL.{.J.);tic.1.:, 
and aptitude., and :thw ne.edJ.:, unde.11. :the. e.ve/1- changing 1.:ioc..w c..oncli;t.ion1.:, Me. 
,ta.ke.n into c.on1.:,ide.11.a.t-fon" (Eiselen Report, 1951 ; Nyaggah , 1980 : 64) . 

This sectionalist policy 1s applied just as much to those classified 

"Coloured " and "Indian". The disparities in the enrolments and exnenditure 

on the education of the different "corrununibes", as seen rn the table below. 

expresses the government ' s lack of concern for those not classifi ed '~Vhitc". 
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T/\BLE 2. 4 : SO-IOOL ENROLMENI_S , 1950 - 78 (1HOUSANDS) 

YEAR WHITE INDIAN COLOURED AFRICAN 1DTAL % WHITE 

1950 506 55 214 780 1 555 32 , 5 

1960 692 128 305 1 502 2 627 26 ,3 

1970 864 163 515 2 741 4 283 20, 2 

1978 956 208 722 4 447 6 333 15, 1 

TABLE 2. 5 : EDUCATION EXPENDITURE , 1950 - 78 (_ 1TLLI0 lS) 

YEAR WHITE INDIAN COLOURED AFRICAN TOTAL % WHITE 

R R R R R 

1950 55 ,8 1 , 8 7, 2 11 , 6 76 ,4 73 ,0 

1960 141 , 0 5, 5 16, 5 19,6 182,6 77 , 2 

1970 384 ,6 18, 5 52 ,3 58 ,4 513 ,8 74 ,9 

1978 623 , 5 60 ,8 144,2 241 ,4 69 ,9 58 , 2 

TABLE 2.6 EXPEt\'DI1URE PER PUPIL , 1953 - 77 

YEAR l\1-IITE INDIAN COLOURED AFRICAi\J 

R <i 
0 R % R <i 

0 R <i 
0 

..:: . 

1953 128 100 40 31 40+ 31 18 14 

1960 145 100 ? 59++ 41 12,5 8 ,6 

1968 228 100 70 31 ? 14, 5 6, 4 

1975 644 100 190 28 150 22 42 6, 5 

1977 654 100 220 34 157 ,6 24 48 ,5 7,4 

SOURCE VAN DER HORST (TABLE 2.4) 1981 77 

(TABLE 2 . 5) 1981 78 

(TABLE 2. 6) 1981 79 

KEY + FIGURE FOR COLOURED AND INDIAN CQ\IBI fID 
++ FIGURE FOR C/\PE PROVINCE ONLY 
? NO FTGURE AVJ\TI.J\BLE 



Frustration over the exploitabve education system r eached its climax in 

1976 when the students of Soweto protested , and when Inciian and Coloured 

students throughout the country joined in solidarity with them . The 

situation repeated itself in 1980 on a national scale, ,vhen Coloured 

pupils in the Cape Peninsula protest ed that the content of their syllabi 

was designed to keep them as labourers , and not to prepare them for 

rewarding employment positions. 

In both nation-wide protests of 1976 and 1980 the riot squad, specially 

trained to deal with urban unrest, often violently thwarted the attempts 

by students to politicize and mobilize members of their connnunities. The 

fascist sentiments of the White bureaucracy was repeated in these 1Jrotests 

when . the riot squad freely "be.ha.ve.d and .6pok.e. in a manne/1. tha;t .6ugge,,6te.d 

CbloUll.edJ.i and Bla.c.k..6 WeJLe infiwofl. and ttnc.ivilized" (Cape TjJnes , 27/11/1976) . 

During August and September of that year , riot police came to be viewed 

with particular fear , and were labelled as "die. tvuw11Mte." (the terrorists) 

for their unn1ly behaviour (van Heynigen , Phillips and Killick , n.d. p .41). 

TI1e subsequent government-appointed C01mnission of Inquiry into Education 

recognized the discrepancies in South Africa 's educational system . But 
·::.-

0. 

the reformist/corrective measures that emerged hardly approached the drastic 

alterations so urgently needed to integrate and equalize educational standards . 

HOUSING 

Equally relevant to the enforcement of a dependency r elabonship in the 

ongoing process of marginalisation is the vital issue of s t ate~funded 

housing . 
~ 



The estimate that less than 20% of the country ' s population receive as 

much as 75% of its national income is illustratjve of a'1. issue such as 

home ownership (var1 der Horst , 1981 -: 90) . Over the next two decades, 

i.e. 1980s and 1990s, it is estimated that the hous ing backlog in South 

Africa would reach at least 4 million (Nusas, 19S2 : 18). 

The.South African bureaucracy successfully articulates this dependency 

relationship through its restrictive allocation of land and housing. 

For the "Africans" - who constitute at l east 70% of South Africa 's total 

populat ion, the cumulative Land Acts of 1913 and 1936 allocated only 

13% of the country (broken up into ethnic homelands) for their occupation. 

Overcrowding and a minimum amount of agricultural l and within these 

homel ands led to a steady deterioration in productive capabilitjes, 

consequent ly making them l ess econom:ically viable. 

In 1923 the Native (Urban Areas) Act placed r esponsibilit y for urban 

"African" accommodation in the hands of public authorities . The Act was 

later amended in 1945 as the Black (Urban Areas) Consolidated Act - to 

extend the state ' s provision cf sub-economic housing to those legally 

employed in the urban areas. 111~ workings of this Act wer e investigated 

by the government-appointed R:iekert Corn:niss ion :in ·1977 . A major 

recommendation to emerge two years l ater , i .e . in 1979 , from this 

investigation was that the entry of "Africans" into the urban areas should 

in future be dictated by the avail ability of employment and housing. The 

most significant of t he recommendations is the 99 year l easehold for 

"Africans' who wish to build their own homes . But such a "privilege" is 

only to be granted within specified urban "locat ions". 

On a more localised level hoh·ever, "Africms" in the Western Cape , 

particularly in Care Town, arc subject to even more restrictive devices 
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to ensure that their numbers do not swell to equal the "Coloureds" or 

'~\lhites". 'foe Coloured Labour Preference Policy and the strjngent 

implementation of Influx Control Regulations effectively l ed to a freeze 

on the erection of "African" fami ly housin~ in the Western Cane (West , 

1982 : 464). 

With the help of such segregat ive policies the government was and is able 

to marginalize the bulk - ~ 70% - of its nopulation . TI1is in tur11 assured 

j_ts local and trans-national investors of vast supplies of cheap unskilled 

and semi-skilled l abour . 

In similar fashion the government instituted equally constrictive l egis­

l ative devices aimed at containing the "Indian" and "Coloured" populations . 

The amended Slum Act s of 1934 and 1937, the Housing Acts of 1952 and the 

Group Areas Act were the chief means implemented by the bureaucracy to 

imoose its authority and keep the majority of the "Coloureds" and "Indians" 

at a marginalized l evel. 

TABLE 2.7 FAMILIES MOVED IN TER'1S OF THE GROUP /\.REAS ACT BY THE END OF 

1979 

TOTAL CAPE TRANSVAAL NATAL OFS 

"- · 

WHITE FAMILIES 2 234 732 688 814 

COLOURED FAMILIES 74 909 58 366 10 930 3 313 2 300 

INDIAN .FAMILIES 35 113 2 581 10 242 22 290 

TABLE 2. 8 : FA.'V!ILIES STILL TO BE MOVED I TERMS OF PROCLAMATIONS UNDER 

TI1E GROUP ARFAS ACT - END OF 1979 

MiITFS 

COLOUREDS 

INDIANS 

'IDTJ\L 

195 

11 744 

11 11 5 

CAPE 

11 4 

7 166 

1 . 038 

SOURCE VAN DER HORST, 1981 98 

TRANS'VML 

6 

2 252 

2 22 1 

NATAL 

75 

2 262 

7 856 

OFS 

64 
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Whilst both the "Coloured" and "Indian" conununities have been equally 

affected by the Group Areas Act, the "Coloured" corrununity appears to 

experience the worst effects of this lffiv . 

The findings of S.P. Cilliers (Dewar and Ellis, 1979) pointed out that 

at least 47% of the lower income groups within the "Coloured" connnunity 

could not afford the conventional sub-economic housjng. M.L . Fouche of 

the Department of Corrununity Development boasted that the average 

production of 12 018 housing units per annum prior to 1977 increased to 

an average of 13 800 over the following three years. This figure , however, 

fell far short of the desperately needed target suggested by the TI1eron 

Corrunission, j.e. 33 000, to catch up with the massive backlog in the area 

most densely populated by "Coloureds" , the Western Caue. This figure is 

vastly in excess of Cilliers ' estimate that 5 000 units were required to 

cater for the yearly increase in population, apart from the 56 300 house­

hold units needed to bTidge the gap. This phenomenal discrepancy l eaves 

a huge "gap" unfilled. 

In two of the biggest Group Areas occupied by the "Indian" corrununity , 

Lenasia (Transvaal) and Chatsworth (Durban, Natal) , . the waiting 

lists for Council housing accommodation in 1979 were: 42 000 and 

~ 24 000 , respectively . Applicants had to wait for up to 10 years before 

they could qualify for houses (van der Horst, 1978). 

More generally, the number of "Whites" to be moved under the Group 

Areas Act as shown in Table 2.8 compared with other groups demonstrates 

the one-sided and prejudiced actions of the South African regime. 
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11-!E SMALL BUSINESS DEVEIDPMENT CORPORt\TION (S.13.D.C.) AND CAPITAL-. . 

INfENSIVE RETAIL 

'fl1e very severe shortcomings and inadequacies of South Africa's employment, 

educational and housing policy measures is in part an effect of integrated 

attempts to subjugate, reproduce and perpetuate the bureaucracy's grand 

design of"White" supremacy. 

The regime's supposed intentions of ameliorating the exceedingly high 

unemployment rate are bejng implemented through the creation of a finance 

corporation designed to encourage the development of small businesses. 

The Small Business Development Corporation (S.I3.D.C.) has , since its 

creation in 1979 , been blessed with R63 million from at least 82 companies, 

including the trans-nationals (Argus, 18/2/1981) . Its target of R138 

million over the following five years , was welcomed by the protagonists of 

the pYesent political-economjc order with strong supportive statements . 

The editor of the Argus Finance argued that : 

"I.t c.o.6.tf., be;tJ.ve.e.n R20 000 and R50 000 .to cJte.o.J:.e. one. j ob in .the. c.ap,i;ta,f_ 
J..n;te.n-6 ,<.V <!. .6 e.c..tolL O Q .the. e.c.onomy. Bed by le.ndJ..ng .th.J..J.i mo ne.y .to .omaU 
buAJ..nuu.1.:, ,i;t .6houl.d be. poMJ..ble. :to cJte.ate. any:thJ..119 be;tJ.ve.e.n 20 ctnd 50 
job.6 and plLovJ..de. .w.ppo!L:t 6olL be;tJ.ve.e.n 100 and 150 pe.opte." (Finance ATgus , 
29/11/1980). 

At an economic conference the PrjJne Minister , P W Botha, associated the 

S.B.D.C. with his "total strategy" fyarnework when he said that it is 

"pa!L:t 06 e.c.onomJ..c. c.o-ope.ica.:ti.on in .the. c.on1.>.tell.cd.J..on 06 Sou;the.11.n. A611J.c.an 
S.ta.t~~" (Arg1-,1s , 2 7 /1'1 /1981) . 

The most strikingly truthful statement that confonns to the "capitalist 

reproduction" paradigm, and affinns the regime's intention M:lS made by 

the man who started off the S.I3.D.C., Anton Rupert, 

".tho.;t e.nc.ow1aging .6ma.U c.ctp.d.ctwt e.nte.11pwu J..-6 a .-6 a 6e. Walj 06 e.nJ.i1.vung 
-6.tabJ.,,(!.,i_tlj a1n_d .~U!LV{vaf C' b the. lM9e.A c.apJ.;taf__J.;.,;t e.n.tfLeptter1.e.UJ1.J.:, 11 (W. J. p. , 
1980) . 
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The obvious intention of favouritism towards capital-intensive production 

and distribution centres is glaringly reflected in Rupert's statement. 

By way of comparison, similar attemots to establish and strengthen 

capitalism were made explicit when Eugene Ruyle's work in Japan revealed 

that 

"oe.u.dal .6;ta;tu.6 cl,.u.ti._nc.;Uon1:, have. be.e.n ma.de. by .the. ]a.pa.nue. JwLi.ng da.M 
in . u.ta.btb.i hing and .6ble.ng.the.ning c.a.p~m, a.nd in .the. ptwc.e..6.6 .the. 
6e.w:ial ou..tc.M.t.6 have. be.e.n peJLpe..tu.a..te.d M a. c:lu.iadva.n.tage.d minotu,ty 
g11.ou.p wdlun .the. Japanue. p11.ote..ta.11.,<.a..t" (1979 : 217). 

Similar features characterize South Africa, and, like the Japanese feudal 

outcasts; a similar fate awaits the newcomers to the small business 

formation. Recent disputes between small and capital-intensive enter­

prises reveal some of the nroblems. Phillip Krawitz illustrates how small 

traders are threatened by a three-way squeeze : 

1 • they have no bargaining power over prices from manufacturers who are 

aware of their precarious position and therefore refuse to entertain 

price reductions ; 

2. small traders cannot compete with chain stores because of their 

inability to get exclusive merchandise ; and 

3. they are perpetually faced with non-deliveries and insufficient 

supplies. 

Krawitz points out the dominant. pos ition of capital-intens ive distrjbution 

centres over their suppliers, saying that : 

I' NJ manu.6a.c..tuJz.eJL ,[n hi-6 11.,<.g {i;t mind would me.M a.Jwu.nd a. giant lilw_ .the. 
Woot£,Vofl.th.6-TttcWJoll..th.6 ottganizauon . The. tte.6u.l.t ,u., a. .6.tll.e.ngthe.n.-i.ng 0;1 
the. c.ha.,<.n.6 and a we.ake.ning o 6 .the. inde.pe.nde.n;t. tte..tcule.M - an a-C.L1JLming 
.6du.a.tion" (Argus, 9 /11 /1981) . 

These statements were a resnonse to comolaints tlrnt chain stores were 

bullying thch suppliers into prjcc concessions for their buJk-buys. 
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An attempt by the Board of Trade and Industries to launch an investigation 

into their accusation resulted in conflict at a meeting when representatives 

of the chain stores reacted sharply. They attempted to block the Board of 

Trade probe by ins~sting that there was no case for an investigation, and 

suggested: 

1. that an enquiry be made into the supplies pipeline ; 

2. that their negotiations with manufacturers to win so-called 

"confidential discounts" does not mean a squeeze on prices to below 

cost or the exercise of awesome powers. "It means hard bargajning -

tough but clean" ; and 

3. that the more discounts the chain stores can get from the manufacturers, 

·the more they can pass on to the consumer. 

Those in favour of the probe argued for an enquiry on the following grounds 

First, their view was that the clubbing together of chain stores to fix 

prices by collusive agreements ,,iould cause prices to spiral and squeeze 

out the small trader. Second, chain stores are forcing the profit margins 

of the manufacturers too low, thus threatening the vjability of production 

centres; and thirdly, small manufacturers are finding it increasingly 

difficult to match the discounts given by larger manufacturers, placing 

them in an even more precarious position (Report by Michael Chester, Argus 

Finance, 10/3/1979). 

In response to this a statement from the Secretary of Commerce pledged to 

investigate the large djscow1ts given to hig bulk-buyers - because of the 

adverse effects on smaller dealers. 111e j nvestigation was to be carried 

out under tne provisions of the Monopolies Act (Argus 28/8/1979). 



In reaction to this threatened probe the Competition Board defended the 

larger chain stores ' monopoly in the market , and cla~ned that the 

accusations were unfmmded (Argus, 3/10/J 981) . 

STREET TRADERS AND 1HE COVERT PENETRATION or CHAIN STORES 

Whilst "small" business traders , i .e . those operating from enclosed 

premises , are being "squeezed" in an exploitative market of unequal 

exchange, those operating in the open , namely street traders , particularly 

those retailing fruit and vegetables , clearly exhibit the mechanisms of 

marginalisation at work. The history of the distribution of fruit and 

vegetables sup;gests that an ovenvhelrning majority of street traders have 
' 

been progressively denjecl access to the produce to which they once had 

relatively easy access. Esbmates and documented evidence has shrnm that 

traders in fruit and vcgf' tablcs kive by now fall en victims to : 

1 • t he process of proletarianisation 

2. the process of structural uncmpJoyment and 

3 , a "converted" mode of emploYTcnt that 1s now even more labour 

intensive . 

For example , in 1969 when the Group Areas Act was implemented in District 

Six , 2 000 hawkers were affected. rxot only were they gjven eviction 

notices , but they also suffered from a lack of alternative housing sites . 

They were virtually cloorned to extinction since "the chances of getting 

property in other Non-White areas would d1vindle as the exodus increased" 

(Argus , 16/1/1969) . The report thus complained that when, like others, 

the 2 000 hawkers had to move, "it would probably be thC! end of them". 

However, it is not certain how m::iny of the 2 000 hawkers of Di strict Six 
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were licensed*. If the majority were, then the contention that the 

hawkers are forced into the proletariat, or into the ranks of the 

structurally unemployed holds true. The number o:f licensed hawkers in 

Cape Town ' s Trade Licences Department for October 1981 - for all suburbs 

under the Municipality of Cape Town - was 2 310, out of a total of 2 628 

applications. Not all, however, were dealers in fruit and vegetables , 

but were hawkers / street traders in one of five "grades" that stipulated 

what hawkers were allowed to retail. 

Thus the Group Areas Act evicted people without providing suitable 

acconilllodation and means of trading, leaving the sale of fruit and 

vegetables open to the encroacbment of the chain stores. 

The first signs of chain stores encroaching into fresh produce retailing 

appeared early in 1970, when for no apparent and justifiable reason .there 

was a sudden shortage of fresh produce in the Cape Town Municipal market. 

Prices escalated in this shortage, whicl1 marked the begi1minp; of chain 

store penetration into fresh produce trading. 

Th.e 01airrnan of Cape Town ' s Hawkers and Buyers Association said . 

"PJu.c.e..1.:, ctt :the. Cape. Town Mu.vu.c.),pa.l ma.Jt/2.e.:t :th,u.i mOJivu.ng UJVLe. :the.. highe,1.:,:t 
he. had fmown in 30 lje.aJU.i 06 bu.ying :theJLe.. The. ve.ge.:ta.bi.e. 1.:,ho,'dage. ha.1.:, 
be..c.ome.. 1.:,0 !.:ie.lU.Ou.!.:i :thctt p!u.c.e. ,<_1.:, no long eA :the. h npofLtan:t 6a.c;to!L - it ,<_1.:, 

1.:,,i..mply a qu.e.!.:ition 06 bu.y,i,.ng wha:te.veJL ,<_1.:, available." (Argus, 5/2/1970). 

* I:t Wa.!.:i no:t pO!.:i!.:iible.. :to ac.qu.,i_Ji_e.. de..-Mni:te.. 6igu.JLe.!.:i 6ott :the.. nwnbeJi 06 
uc.e..iue..d hawk.eM ,i.n Cape. Town p!uott to 7919. Re.c.ottd!.:i 06 :the.!.:ie.. nu.mbe,M 
WeJLe. appa.tte..n,tl.y m-<.1:, laid whe..n :the. Cape. Town Tr..ade. Lic.e..nc.e.!.:i Ve.paJz;tme.n:t 
move.d .to :the.. Ci.,1;,i_c. C'R,11,;th e .. 
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TABLE ILLUSTRATING PRICE DIFFERENCES OF ITEMS USUALLY IN ABUNDA'JCE DURING 
-

THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY* 

WATER 
ITEM TOMATOES POTATOES LETI'UCE GRAPES MANGOES MELONS ----

Per bag Per crate Per tray Per unit Per unit 

QUANTITY 35lb/16, 1kg 8kg 20-24 weight 
units not given 

PRICES PRIOR r' 
TO 5/ 2/1970 R2 70c Rl ,SO 60c-70c 18c 35c 

PRICES AFTER 
5/ 2/ 1970 R7 Rl , 30-R1 ,40 R3 R1 , 20 35c 85c 

<j,· Derived. from information appearing in Argus, 5/2/1970. 

Whilst no concrete evidence exists for the assertion that supennarkets 

were responsible for the sudden price escalations, personal interviews , 

life histories and the concentrated attempt by the Cane Town Traff:ic 

Department to reduce the number of street traders lends support to this 

contention . The rather sinister advent of Hawkers Squads - formed 

especially to deal with hawkers /street traders - to phase out street 

traders .since the early 1970 ' s , and the consequent virtual monopoJ.y 

over the sale of fresh produce by the supermarkets illustrates the 

implication. 

STREET TRADING AND THE AMBIGUITY OF ENCOURAGP~G SMA.LL BUSINESS 

The concerted effort at "phasing out" the street traders is in f act not 

aimed at totally ani1ihilating them . Street traders ' existence is in 

reality complementary to "big business" and related to the chronic 

unemployment situation. TI1e concerted "phasing out" is thus more an 

attempt to reduce numbers, and so Testrict the inherent possibility of 

their swellin.Q; to phenoJ11enal nwnbe;rs - whjch would inevitablv j eopardise 

the chu.in stores ' privileged access to wholcsc1lc pn)ducc. In additj on, 



the multiple restrictive legislative devices supposedly intended as 

regulatory measures are prohibitive rather than encouraging for small 

business . 

In view of this situation it would be reasonable to confront the contra­

dictory campaign by the S.B.D.C. to encourage the spread of small 

businesses . Its evasive attitude in precisely defining the limits of 

"small business" - both in terms of capital input and size of enterprise -

leaves much to be questioned . The lack of harmony bet,veen the propaganda 

by the S.B.D.C. and government circles, and the legislation that 

regulates business enterprises places the "encouragement" of small 

business in a slot too ambiguous to invite enterprising individuals. 

This contradiction stands out in two very controlling l)ieces of legis­

l ation . 

1. The Factories Act which restricts processing and/or manufacturing 

to persons with fixed assets and/or capital of not less than 

R20 000, and with a work force not fe"'er than 10 ; and 

2. the Marketing Act, which reserves the sale of the bas ic products 

of wheat and meat to more capital-intens ive enterprises. 

On the other hand, the type of business more generally understood as 

small , such as street trading, is controlJed through equally constrictive 

devices . Most hazardous to street traders operations arc the rulings 

that : 

Ci) they must move one hundred yards every hour and 

(ii) ·that they should not display their goods or operate on a. 

permanent basis on mw1kipal property . 
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A more regular enforcement of these two rulings, especi ally since the 

early 1970 's, contributed to displacing l arge munbers of street traders. 

At the same time , however, a few street traders were legally assigned 

trading spots by the local authorities, giving them preference over the 

majority. This move added to the already existing diversity amongst the 

street traders . It did so by making some traders' operations more secure 

than others , which consequently earned them bigger consumer support. 

However, not all street traders who had legally designated trading spots 

(sec Chapter Six and Seven) became more secure. Being members of the 

"Non-White" community, the collective prohibitive marginalising forces 

such as the preferential treatment to capital intensive business , the 

Group Areas Act and the multiple constrictive l egjslative devices still 

affected them. In essence the restrict ion of legally designated strategic 

trading spots to a handful of street traders, and continuous harassment 

by the local authorities - health inspectors, Hawkers Squad - l ed to a 

re-ordering and re-shaping of street trader activities . 

It is against this background of the forces that regu]ate the lives and 

onerations of s treet traders' activities , their distribution, si ze and 

manner of operation that the formation must be understood. But it is 

against the background of the "web of kinship relations, social networks 

and voluntary associations"(Wilkinson and Webster, 1981 : 12) that they 

should be analysed. In the next three chapters the characteristics of 

street traders in each Group Area are treated separately in Chapters 

Three , four a.'l.d rive, whilst an analysis of the case material in these 

three chapters i s contained in Chapter Six and the conclusion. 
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, 0-IAPTER THREE --
STREET TRl\DERS IN ATf-rrDJ\TE A PROCL..\I:f\1ED COLOURED GROUP AREA 

In the introduction I discussed how the highly fluctuating numbers of 

street traders over the different times of the <lay and week at lvhich they 

were nresent in the demarcated areas presented enormous problems in trying 

to select a "representative sample". Initially, I therefore chose to make 

counts of the street traders in each suburb on a particular day, and over 

a full seven day period during a particular week such as the last week in 

the month when mm1bers were likely to reach a maximum . I subsequently 

carried out an intensive examination of various aspects of a selected 

number of stalls over a six month period . The etlmographic data that 

follows is concerned with the stalls of one such suburb. 

Athlone , a suburb with an official population of approxDJ]ately 35 000, is 

sub-divided into six districts : Belgravia Estate, Sunnyside, Crawford, 

Q-ToM1, Bridgeto\\n and Silvertown. Stalls that a9peared in only one of 

the business districts in Athlone were surveyed and SLtbsequently examined. 

This target area, whid1 served the commercial needs of the inhabitants 
·.:..· 

mainly of Q-Town and Belgravia Estate , had an average of 65 - 70 different 

stalls set up in its vicinity in each week during the perjod of researc11. 

TI1ey included stalls that retailed mainly fruit, vegetables , shoes and 

clothing, and other miscellaneous items such as flowers , spices and secon<l­

hand crockery which were sold on a smaller scale. My survey concentrated 

on those street traders who r etailed the items mentioned above. It did 

not extend to other related occupations such as shoe shining, gambling or 

taxi servjces. 

Street traders were often found in the resjdential areas of Athlone as 

well, but they were mainly mobile tniders who operated from their vehicles 
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and were not included in the study. Only those who operated from fixed 

trading spots and appeared regularly during my period of research of the 

target area were observed and interviewed...:...-i This limitation was , it 

should be stressed, merely a matter of convenience, imposed in order to 

set some limit to the collection of ethnographic data. 

Initial surveys and observations of street traders who appeared in this 

target area were carried out between 15/8/1981 and 22/8/1981 . On the 

22/8/1981, a Saturday, 65 stalls operating from fixed trading spots were 

counted. Starting from at least 20m. outside the C.B.D., extending into 

the midst of it, and into the lanes and side-walks , street traders took 

every opportunity to attract maximun consumer support. Some stalls were 

set up in spots immediately outside business premises . Whilst some 

businessmen expressed solidarity with the street traders , others complained 

that the street traders were a threat to their businesses, which required 

high capital input for their operation . As one general dealer, whose 

retail items in.eluded fruit and vegetables, claimed : "Not only must you 

display your stuff outside, but you must also have someone to shout :i.f 

you want to sell anythi11g ! ''. 

·::; 

At this point it 1s perhaps worth mentioning the peculiar:ities of the 

stalls that were set up on fixed spots in the target area. Most of the 

65 stalls that were counted on 22/8/1981 were positioned on spots that 

were not designated by the local authorities as hawkers' trading sites . 

Only 3 of the 65 stalls were licensed to trade from spots that were 

legally allotted to ther1. All three were retailers in fruit and 

vegetables , and were set up adjacent to one another. Near them , however , 

were a rnnnher of smaller stalls positioned so as to form a cluster of 

street stalls. In similar fashion most other traders .. jn the different 
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parts of the trading area tended to follow such a pattern wherever the 

viable trading spaces allowed them to form clusters. The pattern of 

clustering had a singular advantage to the street traders in that it 

served to generate a feeling of security amongst them. Street traders 

often admitted that the spots from which they traded made them illegal 

operators . But they often al leged that by operating in close proximity 

to one another, the Hawkers Squad and other traffic officials found it 

difficult either to carry out mass arrest or to prohibit them from trading 

in the area . 

These attitudes of the street traders were a response to the bureaucratic 

measures which they understood as a provocative attempt by the local 

authorities to phase them out of operation. They saw it as a two fold 

prograrrune , as was summarized in an interview with one of the street traders 

"Be.601te 1970 .the. CJ;t_y Counc)l_ :tJue.d :to ge;t_ tud 06 .the, haw/2.eJU> by ge;tting 
tud 06 .thw1- hoMeJ.i and c..cv~. The.y .ouc..c..e.e.de.d in ge.fti.ng 1ud 06 the. 
hoMeJ.i and · ca./d.}., by in.tltoduc..ing haMh hyg .. i.e,uc.. f..aw.o on. .thMe who ownid 
.:them. But .:they didn ' .:t .6uc..c..e.ed in ge;tilng tud 06 U.6. We. .6howe.d oLL'l .. 
de..teriJnination. by M.fti.ng up .o.tail.6 on :the 1wad, and at ume1.i we. 6ough:t. 
bac..fl wdh .:the polic..e whe.n they :tJued to .:ta/2.e ouJt .o.:tu6 6 a.6 puni-6 hmen,t. 
When .:the!J Jte.alize.d we woufdn 't g,i.ve. up .:they built a ma11-/2.e;t 6011- U.6 
300m c<.Watj 61tom ill the .ohop.6 whe1te nobody wou..td c..ome .:to bu.y. Tfrz...w 
ma1thet la.6.ted only J.iix. wee_lu o..0.:teJt ,i;t Wa.6 6iMt oc_c..uried. Ail 06 U.6 
JtetuJtn.ed :to :the .6b1-ee..t.6 o nc..e again . The public.. ou:tc..Jty and .:the .6 IJmpathy 
.ohown by .oome.. 06 .the .6hop12.eepeJU> on ouJt behal:'..6 at lea.6.:t helped U.6 to 
Jtemain a.6 haw/2.eJU>". 

Th.is statement suggests that the official attitude towards street traders 

in Athlone is now based more on containment than on removal . This is not 

to imply however that local off icials did not keep a constant check on 

the manner in which street traders carried out their day to day activities. 

Indeed, traffic officials and health inspectors ,vere ever-present. But 

their attitudes were more regulatory than ptmitive . 
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Nearly half of the 65 stalls retailed fruit and vegetables, and more than 

one third retailed shoes and/or clothing, whilst the rest of the stalls 

retailed other items in smaller quantities. 

TABLE 3.1 ILLUS'IRATING ITEMS RETAILED ON 22/8 /1981 

NO OF STALLS 

PERCENfAGE 

FRUIT & 
VEGETABLES 

32 

49 

FRESH 
FISH 

2 

3 

SHOES & 
CL01HING 

25 

38 

01HER 

6 

9 

TOTAL 

65 

100 

Most of the street traders in Athlone retailed fresh produce items such 

as fruit and vegetables because they fow1d these to be the fastest selling. 

In the week that the stalls were surveyed, and the entire six month period 

of research, those that retailed fruit and vegetables appeared most 

frequently during the week. 

This is not meant to imply however that the stalls which are depicted rn 

the table above had all appeared on a daily basis. Some fruit and 

vegetable stalls appeared more regularly than others. Shoes and clothing 

appeared to be the next two items. of importance. But the stalls that 

retailed these items appeared less frequently than their fresh produce 

counterparts. Together - as illustrated in the histogram below - the 

stalls that retailed the items mentioned above showed a progressive build­

up from the early hours of each day, and early in the week they reached a 

peak after midday on Saturday. On Sundays, however, most street traders 

did not appear. 
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FIGURE 3.1 

GRAPH ILLUSTRATING DAY TO DAY APPEI\RAJ'\JCES OF STREET TRJ\DER 

STALLS BE11'vEEN 1/8/1981 - 22 / 8/1981 
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From the 65 stalls that are depicted in the graph above the ciro.m1stances 

surrounding 23 stallholders and their stalls were examined . Within this 

sample - as pointed out in the previous Chapter - a set of diverse 

features characteri zed the different stalls and the personnel who operated 

th.em . Firstly , seen in r el ation to the times in which they appeared, only 

13 of these stalls appeared on a full-time basis, i .e . between 5 to 7 days 
. 

per week , 6 appeared on a regular weekly basis, i.e. between 2 to 3 days 

per week , and 4 appeared on a monthly basis, People who owned the 23 

stalls operated in the streets for t wo essential reasons 

(i) they ejther depended on street trading only for their subsistence 

needs ; or 

(ii) they depended on street trading to supplement their household or 

individual income gained, i.e. through wnge earnings or other 

means . 
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Secondly, the wide ranging volumes and values of stocks displayed in 

different stalls, and the number of stalls that stallholders operated 

suggested that there were significant differences in the capital outlays 

of the various stallholders. 

Five of the 23 stallholders made weekly capital outlays that ranged 

between R1 200 and R4 000; nine had capital outlays that ranged between 

R350 and R700; and nine had capital outlays that ranged between R30 and 

R150. Seventeen stalls retailed fruit and/or vegetables; four retailed 

shoes and/or clothing; one retailed clothing and second-hand domestic 

appliances and one retailed fresh fish. 

(;.· 
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TABLE 3. 2 ILLUSTRATING PA!UICULARITTES Of. 23 STALLS 

FRUIT & SHOES Ai\JD / CLOTI-IING & DOMESTIC 
VEGETABLES OR CLOTI-IING APPLIANCES FISH 

No . that appeared 
daily 12 1 

No . that appeared 
weekly 5 4 1 

TOTALS 17 4 1 1 

TABLE 3. 3 ILLUSTRATING OUTLAYS OF 23 STALLHOLDERS 

CATEGORY NUMBER OF STALLS AMOUNfS 
-

BIG 5 R 4 000 
1, 900 1 

' 1 800 
1 200 
1 . 200 

MIDDLE 9 700 
600 
500 
500 
450 
~00 
400 
350 
350 ~ 

SMALL 9 150 
120 
100 I 

100 
100 
100 

80 
70 
33 



All of the stallholders depicted in the table above expressed confidence -

in spite of official harassment - in continuing their occupations as street 

traders in Athlone. At the end of the six month period of research, 1n 

February 1982, the 23 stallholders whose activities were intensively 

examined still traded in the target area. Most of these stallholclers 

managed their enterprises through their individual and family effort , 

whilst a few depended extensively on employees for the efficient operation 

of their enterprises. Where stallholders relied on employees the chores 

associated with the stalls were enonnous, and sometimes involved more than 

one stall. 

In several cases (see diagrams below) employees who worked in different 

stalls were an integral part of the households of their stallholder 

employers. TI1ey depended for food, shelter and a basic wage on those who 

employed them. M1at this point reiterates from the introduction is , that 

the personnel belonging to the various stalls appeared in different 

capacities. It further points out that households included non-kin members. 

STALLHOLDERS HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION AND ENTERPRISE 

To recall my criticism of the use of the "enterprise" (see Introduct1on, 

p. 11 ) and my attempt to categorise stallholders in accordance with their 

capital outlays , these would remain problematic if they were not substantia­

ted by appropriate evidence from my field material. Tables 4.2 and 4.3 

above serve part of this purpose . TI1e anal ytical approach that I proposed 

earlier is designed to transcend the residual analysis of the "infonnal 

sector"/"petty production" paradigms. 

Usi."'1g this approach I hope to overcome tlte inherently st atic tendencies 

of these paraJigrns which suggest unifonnity in t1vo thjngs : 
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Ci) the features that ~ake up the enterprise and 

(ii) the features which supposedly characterise the domestic backgrounds 

of the individuals within the target group . 

There was , as the quotation from Long and Richardson suggested (see p. 1 o ) 

very little need for them to delve into a deeper analysis of the socio­

economic circumstances that surround the unit of investigation. But the 

discussion and case material that follows will establish that the 

attributes that characterise the stall/11enterprise11 and its personnel are 

rather more complicated than is suggested in the accounts criticized 

earlier. 

Looked at from a broader perspective, stallholders depended largely on 

additional avenues of income such as wage earning by other household 

members and additional stalls for both the efficiency of their stalls and 

the livelihood of their households. However, in cases where staJls were 

not directly supported through such measures, and were operated by 

individuals who retailed mainly to meet their personal subsistence needs, 

the stalls' and stallholders' relative independence was made possible by 

their deuendence on their household members. Thus, analysis of those 

stalls that were big, middle or small, would be inadequate to the central 

theme of capitalist reproduction if they are not examined in relation to 

household composition and involvement . 

1' BIG STALLHOLDERS 
/ 

M1at emerged as significant in the circumstances of the stalls and house­

holds of the big stallholders was that they were financially bound to · 

street trading as thcjr major source of income . \\'age earning, although 
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evident in one case, was not a significant support of either their stalls 

or their households. A ·whole range of socio-economic factors had 

obviously played an influential role iri determining the size and manner 

of operation of the stalls, and concomitantly, the size of the household . 

TI1e extent to which these big stallholders were able to expand their 

ventures was related to the amount of trade they were able to handle, and 

the household's labour that was at their disposal. To this extent the 

relationship between the stall and household s.ize seem to be of more 

particular sign ificance to the big stallholders in Athlone. TI1is i s not 

to imply, however, that the size of the stallholders' households was 

always necessarily detenninecl by the size of their stalls. But jndeed, 

for this particular group of stallholders the impression was clear. 

All of the six stallholders depended largely on employees for the efficient 

operation of their stalls. The employees were often incorporated into the 

household of the stallholders and played a functional role in this basic 

tmit of production . The enterprise thus, comprising either one stall or 

several stalls, was efficiently operated by both kin members and employees 

who were an integral part of the household unit. 

But within each of these stalls ai1d household tmits there was a wide range 

o.f features that reflected how stallholders and household members 

strategised in ways that best suited their circumstances. Thus, as a 

first step towards understanding this range of features a simple breakdown 

of the mnnber of stalls owned by the six stallholders provides a more 

accurate picture of this small sample. Three of the six big stallholders 

depended on one stall for their household incomes, whilst the remaining 

stallholders depended on more than one stall. 
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Amongst the latter, one had split his enterprise into several stalls 

within the t arget area; another had only one stall in Athlone, but 

simultaneously operated three additional stalls in three other districts; 

whilst the third set up a stall in Athlone during weekends only, but had 

an additional stall set up in Guguletu on a regular daily basis. 

Of the three stallholders who had only one stall each, a set of corrrrnon. 

features seems to characterise both enterprise and household. The case 

study below of one stallholder who was household head - though not the 

most senior member - and chief administrator of the stall, and had several 

members and employees who depended on hiin for their survival, is in many 

ways representative of this category. 

CASE 3.1 O.T. was a 42 year old trader who inherited his enterprise 
from his father. Originally from District Six, he was moved 
to Athlone after being affected by the Group Areas Act. A 
mobile trader for 18 years, O.T. was one of the fortunate 
few to be allotted a trading spot in Athlone by the Cape Town 
City Council. His capital outlay had gradually increased 
since then to reach its peak of R4 000 . The income his stall 
generated was used to support a household of twelve members 
but not all members helped in running the stall. 

3 4 5 

11 
~ Full time stall opera 

<J/&. Employees or Stall Assistants 

0/ 6. No assistance rendered in stall 

G/~ Kin members - contribution to hou sehold 1ncome from outside 

Nqte In this diagrnm and those that follow the hou sehold members are 
indicated as those f a lling within the line. 

69. 



1. 65 years - pensioner; no schooling; formerly a street trader. 

2. 42 years - stallholder; Form 2; always a street trader. 

3. 39 years - housewife; Std V; helps in stall over weekends . 

4. 27 years - unemployed; Std VI; formerly a tool setter ; makes 

no contribution to household income. 

S. 25 years - caretaker in a school ; Std II; makes no/little 

contribution to household expenditure . 

6. 
to Scholars. 

10. 

11. 25 years - works for 2; paid R70 p.m.; came from Namaqualand 

in 1976; Std VI. 

12. 22 years - works for 2; paid R70 p.m. ; came fro1n Heideveld; 

Std III. 

The stalls and household composition of the three remaining stallholders 

who had more than one stall provide case material that varies significantly 

from the one above. In two cases.\:he stallhol der concept becomes ambiguous. 

In one instance the enterprise is actually a joint effort between two 

s1jouses who efficiently operate stalls using their own l abour and that 

of three em:>loyees . 

In the second instance the stallholder was "semi-retired.", and had trans­

ferred the major responsibilit ies to his eldest child - a djvorcee - \~10 

had returned with her children to her parental abode . 
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CASE 3. 2 C.T. had been previously employed in a printing press as a 
machine operator, whilst his wife was a housewife. They were 
then residents of Black River, from where they were removed 
to Athlone after the locality was proclabned a "White" 
residential area. Thereafter, C.T. experienced increasing 
financial difficulties. Observing other street traders he 
decided. to venture into street trading himself, in order to 
supplement his wage earning . In 1974 he started his venture 
on a weekend basis, with a RSO capital outlay, half of which 
crune from his wife ' s personal savings. Thereafter their 
venture grew steadily, and in 1976 they purchased a bakkie , 
which was used to operate a second mobile stall . In 1979 
they purchased another vehicle and opened their third stall . 
At this tbne C.T. resigned from work and took to street 
trading on a full-tbne basis. In May 1981, C.T. and his wife 
had four stalls in operation, two mobile and two stationary. 
Their venture supported 7 household members, three of whom 
were employees . 

1!1 
1. 41 years - stallholder (mobile) ; Std VIII; previously employe~ 

in printing press. 

2. 38 years - mobile stallholder; Std VII; previously housewife. 

3. 35 years ·- works for 1 and 2; came from De Aar in 1977; RSO p .m. 

4. 23 years - works for 1 and 2; crune from Kimberley in 1980; RSO p .m. 

s. + - 13 years - works for 1 and 2; from East London; R30 p.m. 
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CASE 3.3 S.M. was a 59 year old stallholder who had always been a 
resident of Athlone . He learnt street trading in early 
childhood and became independent at the age of 23 years 
after he had married m1d received a portion of his father 's 
household enterprise in 1947. Thereafter he expanded his 
enterprise gradually until 1981 when his capital outlay 
reached± R1 800 per week. S.M. had all his senior house­
hold members involved in his enterprise in one way or 
another. They helped pre-packing fruit and vegetables at 
home, retailing in the street whenever time permitted and 
helped transport the produce from their places of purchase. 
The survival of S.M. ' s household, however , depended on the 
earnings from his enterprise as well as contributions from 
his two sons, who were employed outside. 

These cases bring into focus the notion of the household head. In te11ns 

of decision making, major responsibilities, and co-ordination of house­

hold and enterprise there appeared to be no single individual with any 

clearly defined role . Even the most senior household members did not 

enjoy any apparent position of seniority. Daily chores revolved around 

the common theme of co-responsibDity. 

Both C.T. and his wife (Case 3.2), for instance, saw each other ' s useful­

ness in equal terms. They claimed that neither took the liberty of making 

m1y major decision without due respect for the other ' s opinions. Within 

their household, C.T. and his wife accommodated three of their employees. 

It was these latter who had clearly defined tasks to perform, and who~e 

freedom within the household m1d enterprise was related to their economic 

status. Although their two-bedroomed house was obviously overcrowded by 

the inclusion of the employees, they did not regard it as such. In fact, 

they saw it as relatively large in comparison with otl1er smaller houses 

with more people. C.T. defended the size of his household by referring 
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to the shortage of housing in the Peninsula , and the employment of 

individuals as an act that was born more out of the goodness of his he,ct 

than out of necessity. He argued that he took to street trading to avo.i<l 

exploitative wage-labour situations . Together, C. T. and his ,~ife represented 



those individuals who were making a determined effort to overcome the 

dilemma of being victims of the Group Areas Act and underpaid wage earners . 

Within these constraints they endeavoured to maximise gain through their 

entrepreneurial skills by employing three people and operating four stalls. 

A similar set of circrnnstances characterises the household and stall of 

S.M. (Case 3.3). Whilst S.M. and his daughter were the maj or decision 

makers of both household a11d enterprise , the opinions of S.M. ' s wife and 

his sons were equally respected. All household members , apart from those 

who were school-going, contributed towards the maintenance of household 

and enterprise. Within his household , S.M. had accommodated three employees. 

They shared one bedroom, were given three meals per day and worked at the 

beck and call of their employers. TI1e duties of the employees in fact 

stretched beyond the chores associated with the enterprise to gardening 

and general maintenance . This i s not to imply that the employees were 

being grossly exploited in terms of work , food and shelter. At least 

they themselves did not perceive it as such. They were alcoholics and 

this might explain their satisfaction . 

----------·--

1. S.M.; 59 years - stallholder ; Form II; always a street trader. 

2. SS years - operates one stall; attended S years at a Malay school. 

4. 39 years - divorced; three children; Std VI; previously housewife ; 
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manages enterprise of S.M. and operates one stall . 

5. 36 years - taxi driver; Std VI; previously assisted 1 in stall. 

6. 32 years - hous~wife . 

11. 24 years - t eacher in Athlone. 

12. 16 years - Std IX; Athlone. 

13. 11 years - Std III; Athlone. 

14. 8 years - Form 2; Athlone. 

15. 6 years - Form 1; Athlone. 

16. 4 years - creche . 

17. 54 years - from Cape Town; assists in stall; previously a barman; 

alcoholic; no wages. 

18. 43 years - from Cape Town; assists 3 in stall ; worked for Cape 

Town Municipality; alcoholic; no wages . 

19. 31 years - from Athlone ; operates one stall; earns R55 per month; 

alcoholic. 

Under similar circumstances to the case studies above , the third stallholder 

who had more than one stall presents complications as well. Although not 

the most sen:ior person within his household , he assumed the responsibilibes 

of employer , household head , administrator of his stalls , as well as 

benefactor to a divorced sister and her child, and three paternal cousins, 

one being a mother of three children . 
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CASE 3.4 T.S. was previously a r esident of central Cape Town, from 
where he was moved to Athlone after his place of residence 
was declared for business purposes only . He practised 
street trading with his father after he was put on short 
time at his place of work . In 1971 he inherited the enter­
prise comprising two stalls when his father di ed. Since 
then , T.S. gradually increased his capital outlay from R250 
to R1 200. 111e earnings from the two stalls helped to 
support 9 members within his household; and six members of 
another household - three of whom operated one of his stalls . 
The African member of T.S . ' s household operated the second 
stall in the African township of Guguletu. 

1. 62 yea.rs - housewife; no education . 

2. 37 years - divorced; previously housewife; sews ·curtajns for 

personal expenses . 

3. Unknown. 

4. 35 years - stallholder; 2 stallsi operates one; Std IX; previously 

worked as a clothing des igner; 1962-69. 

S. 33 years - housewife. 

6. 
to Scholars . 
9. 

10. 36 years - works for 3; came from Transke j 1978 ; R65 p.m.; ljves 
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with 2. 

11. 
to Not part of household - see Case 3 . 17. 
12. 

TI1e income earning histories of all four stallholders differ widely . The 

stallholder who was previously a wage employee experienced a fortunate 

progressive build up of his capital outlay in his enterprise , t hus afford­

ing him the privilege of completely breaking away from wage employment 

(Case 3. 2) . His posi ti.on as a stallholder placed him on a par with each 

of his counterparts who inherited thefr stalls . In the light of this 

particular stallholder ' s progressive rise to the capacity of a "big" trader , 

street trading would appear to be a rewarding financial exercise , and 

perhaps more importantly, a feasible alternative to wage employment. But 

if looked at against the backgrou.11d of limited employment opportunities, 

inevitable reduction of staff during depressive economic periods , and 

exploitative work situations , street trad:ing as an alternative directs our 

attention rather to the realities that often confront the economically 

subordinate masses . It is in this context that Davies argued that 

"the. in6on.ma1. J.:ie.c.:to11. o6te.n p,wvideJ.:i poMibililieJ.:i wfuc.h Me. p11..e.6eAa.ble. 
to wage. employme.nt (see Gerry , 1978 : 1151) . 

·::.· 

More broadly , this case study exemplifies the occupational mobility so dear 

to social scientists which characterises artisans who change the i r 

·subsistence efforts during boom and recession periods . Faced with income 

generating alten1atives, as Case 3.2 suggests, jndividuals choose the path 

l ikely to earn them a secure place over time . As Baran pointed out : 

"The. p11.oble.m ,tJ.:, and o.1.wa.yJ.:i hM be.en to fuc.ove.lL what dete.JwuneJ.:i the. na:twz.e. 
06 the. o.1.tu.na.tiveJ.:i that Me.. ava.u'.abl e to man and what ac.c.ountJ.:i fio11.. the 
natu/1.e OQ the. goal}., wh.,i,c.h the.ij J.:iet themMi..veJ.:i in din6e'1.e.n,t pWocl6 06 
hMto11.,tc.a,l deve.1-opme.nt" (Baran, 1969 : 65) . 
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Although superficially quite different, similarities in the stalls and 

households of these two cases illustrate the basis on which the big stall­

holders efficiently operate the two interdependent units. To this extent 

they serve to present three points of general interest more clearly. _,,-

First, the enterprise is essent:i.ally dependent on household labour for its 

efficiency. As the kinship diagrams indicate , households were comprised 

of fairly large numbers, including non-kin members who served as employees . 

One of the major attractions to the employees was the fact that they were 

incorporated into the households of their employers and offered a place 

to sleep, three meals per day, and a basic wage. Together uith their 

employers they made maxirntun use of the domestic resources and helped to 

maximise attempts to make street trading a profitable exercise. In a 

sense, these large households are analogous to those cited by Murray 

(1981) in Lesotho in terms of household size and composition. The 

significance of such households , when seen in relation to the capitaljst 

mode of production lies in the collective effort and concomitant productive 

capacities tl1at are so often characteristic of marginalised households . 

Second, the stalls were the major source of income within the range of 

household activities , and as such reduced the units' dependence on outside 

avenues of income. In this sense the stallholders' positions as street 

traders appeared deceptively secure. Information on the stallholders' 

financial position could possibly be reflected in the outlay of capital 

to set up their stalls. But since it was not poss ible to establish what 

profits the stalls earned for the stallholders , it was impossible to 

estimate the extent of their financial progress. In all the cases, 

however, it was abundantly clear that the earnings from the stalls were­

adequate to meet the r eproduction needs of the respective household units 

and also to warrant the paymen t of a basic wage to employees who , in some 
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cases, remitted to their kin elsewl1ere. 

It is clear, therefore , that street trading has in its own small way 

created a redistributivenetwork elaborate enough to supplement the 

reproductive efforts of people in distant outlying areas (see Cases 

3.1 5 and 3. 16). It was entrepreneurs such as these who were relatively 

more successful in their conunercial ventures than their counterparts 

whom Yvan Breton regarded as "mOJz.e. :than .6u.b.6,0.,:te.nc.e. agtuc.u.Lt.wr..aLi.J.:d.6 " 

(1976 

(1979 

143), and whom Spiegel regarded as "a nMc.e.n:t pe.:t:ty boUJLge.M{e." 

173). 

Third , the households were open to kin members when they were in need of 

shelter. A sever e shortage of housing and official discrj111inatory 

practices have hacl serious adverse effects on household sizes . One of 

the factoTs associat.e<l with such a chronic problem is the feeling of 

social responsibility for kin members, even when this causes overcrowding . 

The root of the divorcee ' s misfortw1e (Case 3. 3 : 3) was, for instance , 

the fact that she had no source of income , and together with her three 

children, was forcibly removed by the C.T.C .C. because her Council flat 

was apparently too big for a single person to occupy . Because of this 

difficulty , the divor cee saw no way out but to seek shelter in her 

father's abode, which aggravated an already overcrowded situation. 

MIDDLE TRADERS 

In. some respects features that characteri ze the stalls and households of 

the "middle" stallholders appear sjrnilar to those of their "big" counter­

parts. A distinct similarity was the fact that the earnings from the 

stalls n] ayed a major role in the upkeep and survival of the stalJholclcrs' 

househo1 cls. On the other hand, cliffcrc.mccs in t11e ci.rcumstances of these 
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middle traders were quite significant. 

At this point it is perhaps worth mentioning that although these significant 

differences were not taken into accoW1t in the categorisation of the street 

traders, they did exist amongst these particular street traders, and were 

quite distinct. First, all of the eight middle traders who were intensively 

interviewed depended on avenues of income other than that from street 

trading. Wage earning , pension and, in one case, sub-letting of a house, 

served as additional avenues of income. Secondly, stallholders depended 

more on their own personal efforts and on family assistance for the 

efficient operation of their stalls. Employees were not a regular feature 

amongst these mjddle stallholders. All claimed that they could manage the 

work incurred in running their s talls, and that their profits were too 

small to afford them the lll)..'1.Jry of employees. 

TI1ese calculations appeared to have an effect on household size. Although 

not necessarily small, household sizes did tend to be compatible with the 

earning potential of the major contributors to the household. The incor­

poration of employees ru1d/or W1prciductive kin within the household could 

be ill afforded and as such rarely appeared. 
"· 

Tangible information on the economic lives of the stallholders illustrates 

how their assessments of wage employment determined their roles as street 

traders. 

1he two case studies belmv r eflect such circumstru1ces, one of which (Case 

3,5) directs our attention to the inadequate and exploitative schooling 

facilities allotted to those not classified "White", and the narrow range 

of employment alternatives open to them if blackl isted as "political 

agitators". 

79. 



CASE 3.5 I.S . was an eighteen year old youth who claims to have been 
victimised for t aking a l ca<ling role in the 1980 school 
boycotts . After l eaving school at the end of an w1successful 
attempt at his Std IX examination, he told his family that he 
,vould not seek employment ' 'under any White man' ' . I . S. claims 
to have left school after several interrogat ion sessions with 
the principal and inspector , and his subsequent failure . His 
ageing mother saw this as a chance to transfer responsibility 
for her stalls in Athlone to I.S. , which she did . Her elder 
son , who had always assisted her also withdrew after he married 
and returned to the building trade. I .S. then became a stall­
holder in Athlone, and operated the enterprise as two stal ls . 
One was operated by himself and another by a household member . 

,. 
2. 
3. 

58 years - widow , housewife and street trader . 

Unknown . 

4. 27 years - t iling sub-contractor in partnership; Std VII; started 

apprenticeship in 1972 ; worked until 1978 full-time 

street trading ; ·'returned to building in 1981. 

5. 23 years - shop assistant ; Std VIII; previously unempl oyed . 

6. 23 years - unemployed ; to be married; Std IX - incomplete . 

7. 18 years - Std IX - incompl ete ; stallholder - 2 stalls; operates 

one. 

8. 15 years - Std VIII; Athlone . 

9 . 19 years -- Std III; comes from a destitute home ; previously 

unemployed; works for 7; resides jn the household. 
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C/\SE 3.6 Mrs L.A. was previously a shop assistant in central Cape Town. 
She and her family were residents of District Six, until the 
Group Areas Act forced them to find a new home in Wynberg . 
After 3 years of applying , Mrs L.A. and her family qualified 
for a house in Athlone in 1974. Thereafter her husband , who 
was a fresh produce stallholder, died. Mrs L.A. weighed the 
earning. potential of her job as a shop assistant, and her late 
spouse's stall. She saw the latter as having greater earning 
potential and thus resigned from her shop assistant job to 
take to street trading. Her household income was fortunately 
supplemented by her eldest son who, after initially working as 
a delivery hand, took to bus driving for a better income. 

1. 43 years - stallholder; Std VIII; shop assistant between 1965-1974 . 

2. 26 years - bus driver; matric; R400 p.m . 

3. 25 years - housewife . 

4. Not part of household. 

5. 25 years - married. 

6. 
to Scholars. 

11. 

12. 18 months. 

fn contrast to the two case studies above, in the two case studies that 

ro1low, the importance lies in the arrangements that both stallholders and 

hr,uschold members ma<le regarding accommodation, due to lack of sp~ce 

within their parental household. 
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Both stallholders were brothers who hailed from a household that once 

depended entirely on street trading for their subsistence needs. Over 

the years , however, their pattern of subsistence efforts changed from 

being dependent on ~age earnings only to being dependent on street trading 

once again , plus wage earn.ings from kin members . 

CASE 3.7 S.I. was the son of a street trader. Since childhood he had 
assisted his father in the stall after school hours and on 
weekends. In 1970 he withdrew from school to assist his 
ailing father in his enterprise. In 1971 his father died, 
a11d all responsibilities were thereafter transferred to him. 
But during 1971-72, police harassment made street trading 
tu1bearable, thus forcing S. I. to abandon the enterprise. 
Between September 1972 and December 1974 he was err.ployed as 
a semi-skilled panel-beater in three different places. He 
considered all places of employment unbearable, because of 
the dictatorial attitudes of his employers. In 1975 he 
returned to street trading in an attempt to regain his "self 
dignity". I-le married in 1977 and left his mother's household 
in 1979 because it was overcrowded and joined the household 
of his wife ' s mother, who was in desperate need of additional 
income. 

1. 50 years - unemployed; Std I; always a housewifei income of RSS 

per month thr ough sub-letting part of her home. 

2. 29 years - stallholder - 1 stall; Std VIII; contributes between 

R30-R40 per week for upkeep of household; worked 

between 1972-74; returned to street trading in 1975i 

capital out l ay RSOO-R600. 

3. 26 year s - housewife ; Std V; al ways unempl oyed. 
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4. 22 years - unemployed; retrenched in May 1981; Std VII. 

5. 5 years. 

6. 3 years . 

CASE 3.8 M. E. left schoo 1 in 1 9 7 0 to assist his brother S. I. (above) 
in their household enterprise . When his brother abandoned 
street trading , he likewise set out to find employment, 
preferably in some trade as an apprentice . But two years -· 
passed and he had no success in finding employment. He thus 
decided to return to street trading. He was resigned to the 
activity as his future source of income and vowed never to 
seek employment again. 'Ine income he earned from street 
trading made a substantial contribution to the survival of 
his household, but his situation as main supporter was 
greatly relieved by the wage earnings of his two s isters . 

1. 

2. 
3. 

52 years - housewife; no education. -----
See case study above. 

4. 25 years - stallholder ; 1 stall; Std VII; previously unemployed; 

capital outlay : R350-R400 p .w. 

5. 23 years - Std II ; cleaning services . 

6. 20 years - Std VIU; receptionist. 

7. 
8. 

9 . 

See case study above . 

20 months. 
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The household backgrow1ds of the four stallholder s differ quite consider­

ably . But nonetheless they serve to _9rescnt a distinctive similarity : 

that the stallholder's deci s ion to take to street trading is essentially 

born out of circumstances . For two of the stallholders, wat;e employment 

proved not to be a financially rewarding exercise, whilst for the remaining 

two, wage employment appeared to be beyond their reach. One of the worst 

stlmlbling blocks in the stallholder's attempt to acquire employment , in 

Case 3.5, for instance, was the fact that he had played a leading role m 

the 1980 school boycotts. The possibility of obtaining a r easonable 

test imonial , without being stamped as a political agitator, was virtually 

nil, thus reducing his chances of acquiring emplo1ment. In contrast, the 

stallholder in Case 3.8 presented a different but significant situation 

every one of his applications for employment was a dismal failure. 

Another corrunon factor that brought all four stallholders together was t he ir 

familiarity with street trading, whfrh appeared to be a time-honoured 

practice in their families. Thus we may conclude that the stalls were 

essentially household concerns , and as such they provided individuals \vith 

a degree of selfhood by avoiding wage employment (Cases 4.S and 4.7); and 

inspiration and a starting point for those who fow1d difficulty in success-
·~\· 

fully supporting themselves and their households through wage employment 

(Case 4.6). 

S!v!ALL STALLHOLDERS 

What emerged as s i gnificant amongst the small stallholders in Athlone was 
/ 

the diverse features of their stall operat ions , and equally so , of their 

social resnons ibiLit i e.s . One significant point is that not all stallholders 

were hard pressed economically, or bound to street trading a.Jone to meet 

their personJ.l subsistence needs . Street trnclinp;, 111 oth~r words , played 

a supplementary Tole to ejthcr wage earning, or other sources of jncome 
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such as pensions; or as a substitute for wage employment. 

In comparison to the circumstances that shaped the operations of the big 

stallholders , a different range of factors influenced the size and shape 

of small operations. However, the significant features were numerous and 

diverse, and no simple generalisations can be made. 

CASE 3.9 S.P. was a 23 year old youth who withdrew from school in 1970 
after completing Std V. 111ereafter, he sought employment with 
an itinerant street trader, and earned between R7 and R10 per 
week. In 1977 he decided to venture out on his own. After 
an initial capital outlay of R15 per week, it gradually 
increased to:!: R120 by August 1981. S.P. plcdged ·not to seek 
employment anywhere, especially under "a White man", because 
such employment. deprived him of his independence. He found it 
defiling, and not as financially rewarding as street trading. 
He claimed to have sufficient for his personal expenses from 
the earnings of his enterprise, and to be able to contribute 
to both his mother's household , and that of his maten1al grand­
father, in whose home he lived . After the death of his grand­
mother, the Cape Town City Counci l asked S. P. 's grandfather to 
vacate the premises because he could not occupy the flat ' by 
himself . It took a court appeal and at least R300 in legal 
fees to have the decision rescinded. 

1 . 6 7 years - pensioner. 

2. No information . 

3. No information. 

4. 23 years - stallholder; l eft school in 1970; previously employed 

by street trader . 

5. No inforntation. 
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6. i\o information. 

CASE 3.10 A.D . was a 21 year old stalJholder who had always been 
unemployed , undertaking weekend jobs for other street traders 
when he needed money. In February 1981, he joined S.P. (see 
Case 3. 9) in his stall. His initial weekly outlay of R30 was 
gradually increased to:!: R100 . He contributed R10 per week 
to his household of 11 members , and claimed to feel fairly 
secure since he had no domestic responsibilities . 

6 10 

1. 62 years - unemployed; no pension; Std II . 

2. 55 years - housewife; Form II. 

3. 37 years - Std IX; building sub-contractor; major contributor 

to household income . 

4. 31 years - housewife . 

5. 32 years - works for 3; bricklayer; Std VIII. 

6. 28 years - works for S.A.R.; ticket collector . 

7. 21 years - Std VI; stallholder ; previously unemployed. 

8. 17 years - rnatric; Athlone . 

Again , the household situations of the cases above present s t ark contrasts . 

Hrn,•evcr , some of their circumstances are sjmilar : 
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(i) that they had weighed the pros and cons of attending school and 

saw little value in going any further ; 

(ii) that they had surveyed the earning potential of wage employees who 

attended high school, and what they deduced did not appeal to their 

personal pursuits ; 

(iii) that their domestic responsibilities were, in contrast to other 

stallholders, comparatively low; and 

(iv) that they worked as part of a team trading during weekends only, to 

meet mainly their personal subsistence needs. 

In contrast, the circumstances of two other fruit and vegetable stallholders 

appeared to be significantly different. One feature ,as similar however : 

they belonged to teams characterized by close co-operation. In co-operatives 

of this kind solidarity was often expressed. As small traders, these stall­

holders recognised their limitations, and the value of inter-dependence. 

In the two case studies below the two stallholders took to street trading 

because of the connni tJnents they felt towards their households. One was a 

despondent wage earner and bachel~_r who resigned from wage employment to 

take to street trading on a full-time basis Hhilst the other was a wage 

employee who was married, and took up street trading on a part-time basis. 

CASE 3.11 S.T. was a 27 year old stallholder who resigned from his 
previous employment in 1980. His father, who had been a 
street trader, advised S.T. on setting up an enterprise. 
With an ini ti.al weekly outlay of R1 SO, S. T. 's capital 
gradually increased to± R,300 by July 1981. He vowed not 
to return to wage employment again. 
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1. 67 years - pensioner; fonnerly a street trader . 

2. 59 years - housewife ; worked in a f actory between 1972 and 1975. 

3. 27 years - Std VIII; stallholder ; previously worked in printing 

CASE 3.12 

press , 1970- 1979; major contributor to household income; 

amount unknown . 

A. L. was a 37 year old painter who said that the wage he 
earned barely met his family ' s subsistence needs. However , 
his attempt to earn additional money through doing private 
work during weekends was hampered by t wo factors . Fir st , 
he was bound by an Industrial Council rul ing that forbids 
painters (like other artisans) to work privately during 
weekends - because of high unemployment in the industry . 
Secondly , private contractors , as he alleged, hardly ever 
paid him for the work he did. 11ms , out of desperation, 
A. L. decided to set up a fruit and vegetable stall in Athlone 
in January 1981. He said that this venture had at least 
partially relieved him of his financial problems . His 
initial capital outlay of R45 per week had apparent l y 
increased to between.R65-R70 b August 1981. 

5 

1. 37 years - stallholder; Std V; painter since 1965i worked for . 

8 £inns . 

2. 30 ye~rs - housewife; Std VII; never employed prevjously. 
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3. 1 S years - Std VII I ; Bon teheuwel. 

4. . 13 years - Std VI; Bonteheuwel . 

S. 11 years - Std III; Bonteheuwel. 

6. 7 years - Form II . 

7. 4 years - at home. 

In contrast to the case studies presented earlier , which were all of 

male stallholders , those that appear below are of women stallholders . 

TI1e domestic circumstances and stalls of these women stallholders 

presented tangible sociological evidence of marginalised individuals. 

Like their make counterparts, a broad spectnun of contingent factors 

had influenced their decisions to become gannent makers and street 

traders . 

C.ASE 3 .1 3 A.G. was a 34 year old woman who was a resident of Wynberg, 
until she ,vas removed from the suburb in 1960 w1der the 
Group Areas Act. At that time she was a machine operator 
in a clothing factory . In 1965, she was made redundant . 
A. G. did not return to work . She married in 1966, when she 
fell pregnant, and had remained at home since then. She 
started retailing home-made clothes in 1974. The profits 
from her enterprise plus her husband's earnings only barely 
enabled them to subsfst. 

y 
-----l 

4 

1. 36 years - Std V; shop assistant , 1959-1963; caretaker at a 

school, 1964-1968; unemployed, 1970; ticket collector 

at a cinema 1971-1 981. 

89. 



2. 34 years - stallhol::lcr ; Std V; factory worker 1961-1965 . 

3. 15 years - Std VII; Athlone . 

4. 12 years - Std V; Athlone . 

5. 10 years - Std II; Athlone. 

CASE.3.14 E.X. was a 29 year old woman who was moved from Black River 
in 1972 to Bonteheuwel . She left the household of her 
snouse's kin at this time to live with her husband and 
children alone. E.X. took to street trading after learning 
to sew on a machine in 1978. In late 1979 she became 
acquainted with A.G. and two other women and joined their 
business. The profits E.X. made contributed "substantially" 
to her husband's earnings . ---------

1. 31 years - Std VII; works for Pick n Pay; wages R45 p.w . 

2. 29 years - stallholder; Std VIII; previously unemployed . 

3. 11 years - Std III; Bonteheuwel. 

4. 6 years - Form II; Bonteheuwel. 

The domest ic circumstances of these two stallholders are similar. Together 

with two other women stallholders, they operated in close proximity to one 

another, forming a foursome . For the major part of the month they divided 

their time between producing women's and children's clothing at home and 

setting up their stalls at the Guguletu train station . Low wage earnings 

and restrjcted access to wage employment were the motivating factors in 

the women ' s deci s ion to take to street trading. A.G. ' s employment career 
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(Case 3.13) came to an end when she was made redW1dant without compensation 

or unemployment benefit. The financial difficulties of her parental house­

hold had prompted her to find a way out of her plight, and marriage had 

apparently eased the lot of her natal domestic group . 

Infonnation about the financial situation of the households of the women 

stallholders suggested that they occupied a rather marginal position. 

Although neither the actual figures of their spouses ' earnings , nor of the 

stalls were <livulged, even in intensive interviews, my impression was that 

their combined incomes, i.e. through wage earnings and street trading still 

barely met their subsistence needs. 

( In sum, evidence from small stallholders shows wide variation in their 

reasons for taking to street trading , their household responsibilities, and 

the extent to which their households relied on their additional income for 

their survival. It was clear that the earnings from the stalls were not 

sufficient to meet the entire reproduction needs of their households. The 

survival and reproduction of such households thus depend on individuals 

being able to diversify their activities (see also the households of the 

middle traders above) in order to maximise their incomes. Wage earning 

(Case 3.12) or access to other resources such as a pension (Case 3. 11) 

reduces the pressure on certain stallholders to work excessively long hours. 

Significant in the cases of S.P. and A.D. was the firm conviction lying 

behind their activities. They rejected schooling because they considered 

it futile for unrewarding employment; and they rejected employment because 

they were obsessed wHh arid repelled by the notion of employers being 

"Vvhites" only. 

On the other hand , those individuals who depended entirely on their stall 

earnings for their household subsistence presentecl street trading as being 
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a far ·from leisurely activity (Cases 3.13 and 3.14). Their commitments 

as parents and housewives and their long hours of work in production and 

retail reflect the labour intensive nature of their inter-dependent 

economic activities. But their marginalised existence demanded high labour 
• 
enputs to transcend even in a minor way their chronic poverty. 

EMPLOYEES OF STALLHOLDERS 

Emphasis so far has been placed on variety in the size of stalls and the 

size and compos i tion of households. The diverse subsistence contributions 

of household members outside of street trading, their ability to co-exist 

in eroded conditions, and the relative ease with which the stallholders 

traded in the face of legal restrictions added to the peculiarities that 

characterize their situation. 

In this sub-section emphasis moves to the wage earning and job seeking 

experiences and household composition of people employed by stallholders 

traded in the face of legal restrictions added to the peculiarities that 

characterize their situation. 

In this sub-section emphasis moves to the wage earning and job seeking 

experiences and household composition of people employed by stallholders. 

Their situation in Athlone was rather different from that of employees in 

Wynberg and Claremont. In particular, two Athlone employees had weighed 

up the advantages of employment in Cape Town over that of their natal 

districts. 

CASE 3.15 : 
See Case 6.8 
and Case 6.9 

A.N. and N.G. were 16 and 19 year old youths from Ceres 
and Kimberley respectively. After withdrawing from school 
before completing Std. VIII and having worked in a Ceres 
farm for two years, A.N. decided to leave home for Cape 
Town in search of employment. In Ceres only unskilled 
employment could be offered to A.N. - at low wage rates. 
His only escape he believed was to leave Ceres for Cape 
Town where he thought he would earn higher wages. 



Likewise N.G. left Kimberley for similar reasons. After 
noticing the poor and low paid working conditions for 
Africans in Kimberley he dicided to travel to Cape Town. 
At the time N.G.'s optimism in acquiring better paid 
employment lay in his experience as a painter. Difficulty 
in finding suitable emp1oyment however forced N.G. into 
accepting a job as a domestic servant. But he continued 
to remain in Cape Town in the hope of acquiring more finan­
cially rewarding employment. 

i . 46 years - farmhand; R35 per week. 

2. Deceased. 

3. 23 years - Std V; farmhand; R35 p.w.; mends shoes during spare 

time and weekends to supplement earnings. 

4. 23 years - Std VI; works for employer of 1 and 3 - when needed; 

_: R10 p.w. 

5. 16 years - Std VI; came to Cape Town in 1978; farm hand, shop 

assistant, street trader. 
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1. 61 years - previously a mineworker; gardener; R80 per month. 

2. 57 years - housewife; previously a domestic maid; does washing 

part-time; hearns + R10 per week. 

3. 30 years - Std IX; mi_neworker; R38 per week; makes major 

contribution to household income. 

4. Unemp 1 oyed. 

5. 19 years - Std VII; street trader; earns R50 per month; lives 

and eats in employer's household. 

6. 11 years - Std III; school in Kimberley 

7.1 
8. No information 

9. 
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In comparison wit, , these male employees, the position of three women 

employees were significantly different. All sisters, they were employed 

by a member of their paternal kin who felt responsible for them. 

CASE 3. 16 
see Case 3.4 
for diagram 

All three had been assistants in their deceased parents' 
shop, which went bankrupt in 1978. One was a divorcee with 
three children, whilst the other two were unmarried. The 
remuneration for their work was mainly in kind. They 
received R40 per month towards their rent, a weekly grocery 
hamper and~ R20 per week for incidental expenses. 

The situation of the three women is very different to that of Case 3.15, 

but they elucidate a common and significant point very clearly : that 

employees in Athlone worked for stallholders under an elaborate dependancy 

relationship. They were paid for their services in both cash and kind. 

A basic wage, and/or shelter was the most widespread package that was 

offered to the employees. 

It is clear that the food and shelter offered to A.N. and N.G. barely 

allowed them to survive, whilst the wages they were paid were inadequate 

to meet even the minimum needs for their kin households. Nonetheless, 

they remitted small but regular amounts. Acquiring employment in the 

vicinity of their natal districts would apparently have been no better, 

if not worse. But, above all, it was the myth that big cities such as 

Cape Town provide ample and rewarding employment for everybody that 

prompted them to stay on. 
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1.SKETO I MAP ILLUSTRATING GLOGRAPl lICAL DTSTRIBUTI01 1 OF STALLS IN A'Il-lLONE 

ON 22 / 8/1981 
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GIAPTEn FOUR 

STREET TRADERS IN WYNBERG A SUB-DIVIDED SUBURB 

In the l ast Chapter we noted that both the C.B.D. and residential areas 

of Athlone were proclaimed for Coloured occupation only. This feature 

produced an atmosphere conducive to street traders who wanted to set up 

stalls. The sympathy and solidarity of a nwnber of the business 

proprietors in the target area made street traders more acceptable in 

the C.B.D. Thus, in nwnerous instances, street traders set up their 

stalls immediately outside business premises without seeking permission 

from the proprietors and/or managers, and traded without threat of being 

reported to City Cmmcil officials. Under these circwnstances, street 

traders achieved two things : 

Ci) they were able to entrench themselves in an environment from which, 

in theory, they were prohibited ; and 

(ii) they appeared to control a sizeable fraction of the retail market 

in certain areas of Athlone. The high capital inputs of a nwnber 

of stallholders lends support to this contention. 
·~· 

In Wynberg the characteristics of the residential area and the C.B.D. 

were significantly different. 111e C.B .D. in Wynberg fell within a White 
/ 

Group Area, whilst the residential area was sub-divided for White and 

Coloured occupation. Both these factors influenced the "fonnal" and 

"infonnal" patterns of trading in the suburb . "Formal" trading , which 

took place mainly within the C.B.D. was characterized by chain stores , 

supennarkets and small scale retail service outlets which were owned 

mainly by M1ite entrepreneurs . "Infonnal" trading took place from both 
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stationary and mobile stalls. Street trading in Wyn.berg's C.B.D. did 

not present the casual and open market atmosphere widely found in Athlone. 

Although it was not impossible for street traders to set up stalls within 

the C.B.D. the environment was less congenial to street trading for 

several reasons. Most street traders were people classified "Coloured", 

and were not very acceptable to the White entrepreneurs who preferred a 

more fonnalized pattern of retail. On the other hand, whilst the few 

"~~1ite" street traders who appeared as a cluster on a monthly basis had 

no difficulty in setting up stalls within the C.B.D., most "Coloured" 

street traders were unable to obtain pennission from '1Vhite" shopkeepers 

and managers to trade from stalls outside their premises, for the latter 

feared that the street trader population would increase and become a 

more pennanent feature of the C.B.D. 

In response, most Coloured street traders who operated stationary stalls 

set up their enterprises on the immediate outskirts of the C.B.D., from 

the "Coloured" section of the railway platfonn to the subway that l eads 

into the Coloured Group Area of Wyn.berg . The distance between the railway 

platfonn and the end of the road that joined the Coloured Group Area was 

barely 100m, but here most stationary stalls were to be found; and it was 

here that most of the observation and intensive interviewing took place. 

SELECl'ING STALLS FOR CLOSER EXAMINATION 

Within the entire target area of Wynberg, a wide range of items were 

retailed from numerous stalls on different days of the week and month; 

but, as in Athlone, most stalls retailed fruit and vegetables. Other 

stalls that retailed items such as shoes and clothing, flowers, cosmetics, 
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etc., appeared in smaller numbers. On the 29/8/1981 a range of more 

than 10 items was retailed from 45 stalls. 

TABLE 4 .1 : ILLUSTRATING RANGE OF ITEMS AND l\TUMBER OF STALLS 
JEWELLERY 

& 

98 . 

FRUIT SPICES/ COSME-
& VEG FLOWf.:.RS PICKLES FISH CLOTIJES TICS SHOES TOYS TOTAL 

NO OF 
STALLS: 18 3 3 2 1 1 3 14 45 

PERCENTAGE: 40 7 7 4 2 2 7 31 100 

Of the three stalls that retailed flowers (stalls 39 - 41) only one appeared 

regularly; the stall that retailed cosmetics (stall 10) appeared on three 

successive Saturdays only ; and those stalls that retailed jewellery, 

leathenvear and toys appeared only monthly, on the first and/or last 

Saturday of every month. The frequency of appearance of stalls over a 

representative week is reflected in the graph below: 

FIGURE 4- 1 

GRAPH ILLUSTRATING DAY TO DAY APPEARANCE OF 45 STALLS BETWEEN 23/8/1981 
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A closer examination of 17 stalls revealed m.nnerous particularities in 

the manner of operation and the socio-economic circumstances of the 

stalls and their operators. But before discussion of these differences, 

some common features need to be mentioned. All 17 stalls appeared 

between the railway station platform and the end of the side road that 

linked the station to the Coloured Group Area as two regular clusters. 

Not all were set up on a daily basis but at the very least they a~peared 

at weekly intervals. 

Eleven of the stalls retailed fruit and vegetables, four of them appearing 

on a regular basis (i.e. 5-6 days per week) ; two retailed home-packed 

spices and home-made oriental pickles, and these too appeared on a regular 

basis; three retailed shoes and appeared on a part-time basis (i.e. 

Fridays and Saturdays), whilst the remaining stall retailed jerseys and 

T-shirts, also on a part-time basis. 

TABLE 4.2 ILLUSTRATING PARTICULARITIES OF 17 STALLS 

FRUIT SPICES & SHOES CLOTI-IES & VEG PICKLES ---

DAILY STALLS 4 2 
<:; 

PART-TIJvIE STALLS 7 3 r 

TOTAL 11 2 3 1 

These 17 stallholders were acutely conscious of the relative advantage 

of the spots from which they traded. TI1ose stalls that were set up on 

the train station platform were illegally occupying Municipal property 

and this placed them in a very precarious position . These stallholders 

were frequent victims of the Hawkers Squad who appropriated their produce 
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as punishment whenever they raided. Those stalls that were set up away 

from the railway platfonn, on the adjoining road, avoided official 

harrassrnent by setting up their stalls away from Municipal property, and, 

being only inches away from the public road, came into direct contact 

with the constant flow of shoppers and corrrrnuters. 

The proximity of the stalls produced a highly competitive atmosphere. · 

In s·pi te of this, street traders who worked in these stalls collaborated 

extensively with one another, especially in recognizing each other's 

claims to particular trading spaces . To this extent they create~ a 

solidarity that generated a feeling of security in their day to day 

activities. 

Th.is was particularly noticeable amongst the street traders who belonged 

to the eleven fruit and vegetable stalls. First, all of the part-time 

fruit and vegetable stallholders were dependent on the regular stallholders 

for the purchase and transport of their produce, for which they paid 

R4-5 per trip. Second, the regular traders often depended on the part­

timers to purchase their surplus produce when they themselves could not 

retail it during their hours of operation. The produce was sold for 
·::..· 

either cash or credit to the part-time traders who continued · to retail 

after most regular stalls had ended their activities for the day . Though 

not a routine feature, it enabled the regular street traders to minimize 

losses on the items they retailed . 

A more intimate understanding of the broad network of the 17 stalls is 

obtained through the weekly outlays of each stall, and the socio-economic 

circwnstances of the stallholders. Weekly outlays are illustrated in the 

table below. 
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TABLE 4.3 ILLUSTRATING WEEKLY OITTLAYS OF 17 STALLS 

CATEGORY NO OF STALLS AMOUNTS 

BIG 3 R1 000 
750 
700 

MEDilM 4 R 550 
400 
350 
350 

SMALL 10 R 300 
250 
100 

80 
80 
60 
so 
50 
50 

A striking feature of this table is that the largest weekly outlay is 

R1 000 and there are local reasons why the stallholders could not go 

beyond this figure. Very s 11nply, the street traders could not compete 
·::..· 

with the product diversity and prices of the chain stores . Because of 

this, street traders were abl e to achieve only limited retail sales . 

Most of the street traders expressed a desire to expand, but blamed their 

inability to do so on their powerful competitors in the C.B .D. 

The j11dividual characteristics of the stalls were, however , very diverse. 

Most traders set up their stalls for trade on different days for varying 

reasons. For instance , there were traders who set up their stalls on a 

daily basis in \llynberg because the characteristics of the area met their 

specifjc requirements, whereas others appeared in Wynberg on weekends 
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only and set up their stalls elsewhere on weekdays . Lastly, those who 

traded in Wynberg only during weekends did so to cover their ovm personal 

subsistence without contributing to the household. 

The broader sociological implications of this diversity can best be 

understood in relation to the life situations of the various street 

traders. To begin with, all but one (Case 4.S) of the stalls were 

operated by the stallholders themselves with the assistance mainly of 

household members . 

BIG STALLHOLDERS 

Two of the stalls (see Table 4.1; pga) 1n this category were operated by 

stallholders who were attracted by the compact nature of the trading 

environment and the :immediate contact they could establish with the 

constant flow of commuters. 

One stallholder was a retailer of fruit and vegetables who traded on a 

regular basis. He depended on his family and one employee for the 

efficient operation of his stall. The income from this stall provided 

the sole means of household subsistence. TI1e second stallho1der was rn 

partnership with his brother, setting up their stall in Wynberg from 

Thursday to Saturday. The brothers worked as a team, resided in a single 

household and supported their household through street trading alone. 

The economic histories and household structures are presented in the case 

studies below. 

CA.SE 4. 1 R.O. first traded at the Bixhill Road subwav entrance in 1976. 
over the years he noticed a steady :increase· in -the number of 
stationary t r aders setting ui;i stalls within his vicinity. 
Calculating that the :nonular space at the entTance· to the 
railway stat ion subway w1s likely to be usurped by another 
street tro.der, he extended his disp l ay , establ i shing a cla im 
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to the entire sub-section . R.O. ' s stall was run by his 
father , sister , an employee, and himself . He had learnt 
street trading from his parents who had transferred 
responsibility for the stall to him. Although R.O . was 
formally the stallholder, his father still remained active 
as a street trader , although not on a full-time basis. 
The proceeds from the stall were used to support 14 members 
within: R.O. ' s household. One member was a paternal cousin 
who made no contribution to the household, and showed no 
real interest in working, whilst six other members had been 
incorporated into the household out of sympathy and familial 
responsibility. The double misfortune of "3" (see kinship 
diagram below) after he was made redundant in May 1979 -
without any success in finding employment elsewhere , and the 
loss of his C.T.C.C. house three months later forced him into 
a dependancy relationship with his spouse 's kin. 

1. 58 years - Std III; previously a stallholder; now partly "retired" . 

2. 51 years - Std V; housewife . 

3. 31 years - Std IX; bricklayer - unemployed since 1979 . 

4. 28 years - Std VIII; housewife. 

5. 24 years - Std V; at home ; and helns in stall . 

6. 22 years - Std V; stallholder ; inherited responsibilities 1n 1980 . 

7. 22 years - Std VIII; housewife . 

8. 13 years - Std VI; school ; Wynber g . 
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9. 10 years - Std II ;. school ; Wynberg . 

10. 7 years - Sub B; Wynbcrg. 

11. 2 years. 

12. 26 years - W1employed; previously a factory storeman ; made no 

contribution to household . 

13. · 16 years - no schooling; resided with and worked for 1 since 1977; 

earns R20 per week; stays with 1; came from Nyanga. 

CASE 4.2 H.A. was born and raised in Woodstock and claimed that although 
the suburb was not directly affected by the Group Areas Act , 
his family and neighbours were often intimidated by City CoW1cil 
officials attempting to clear the suburb. This was his first 
contact with the racism that characterized his surroundings . 
He compared his education and the facilities in his school 
lillfavourably with those of Whites . His school, like all 
Coloured schools, had cramped and overcrowded classrooms and 
no sports facilities. 

In 1968 H.A. 's interest in school faded, and he withdrew . After 
18 months of unemployment he found work as an apprentice 
plasterer. He claimed that as a Coloured he was often addressed 
in disrespectful terms at his place of work , and when he became 
skilled he was often given harder tasks than his White counter­
parts. Since 1976 unhealthy working conditions and strain of 
ovenrork affected his health. In November 1977 he underwent an 
operation to remove a kidney. 

Reflecting on the frustrations and bad conditions of this job, 
he decided to return to wage employment of any kind . . In 1978 
he began door-to-door retailing of women ' s and children's 
clothing. At the same tin1e, he took a course in watchmaking , 
hoping to supplement the income from peddling clothes. By the 
middle of 1979 both proved w1profi table . By chance, at this 
time , he acquired a quantity of ladies shoes and . sandals from 
a factory at a reasonable price. From a stationary stall in 
Athlone on three consecutive days , H.A. ' s retailing of the 
shoes flourished . His elder brother was simultaneously made 
redw1dant and looking for employment . They decided to combine 
their incomes to purchase women ' s shoes for retail and to share 
their profits and losses . From Mondays to Wednesdays, H.A. and 
his brother divided their produce equally , going to several 
districts other than Wynberg , most corrnnonly to the railway 
station platform at Woodstock and the C.B.D. of Athlone (Q-Town) . 
From Thursday to Saturday they combined their produce on a · 
single stalJ jn Wynl,erg (Stall 8) because of the favourable 
trading sj tuati on wl1en the weekend consumer flow inc-reased 
their clientele. 111eir joint jncome from the enterprise 
supported their household of 10 members . 



1. 62 years - stays at home - no pension. 

2. 38 years - Std VIII; credit control clerk; made redundant in 

June 1979; joint stallholder with 4 . 

3. 33 years - Std IX; housewife; previously a shop assistant in 

Hanover Park; made redundant in March 1981. 

4. 31 years - Std IX (half-way through) ; left school in 1968 ; worked 

as a plasterer /tiler between 1.971 and 1977; joint 

stallholder with 2. 

S. 27 years - Std VIII; housewife; previously unemployed. 

6. 
to 
9. 

10. 

No information. 

to 01ildren. 
12. 

The economic circwnstances of these medium stallholders are significantly 

different . R.O. 's (Case 4.1) fortunate position as a "big" stallholder 

at a relatively early age lay in the fact that he had inherited an 

established enterprise that was already a familiar sight to hundreds of 



daily cormnuters. Nor did he need to undergo the stresses and strains 

of being an employee, or even establish himself as a street trader. 

Involvement in his father's enterprise ·from childhood had familiarised 

him with how to operate a fruit and vegetable stall efficiently. He 

was additionally fortunate in that household members were always avail­

able to provide the labour he needed for the smooth operation of his 

stall. 

In constrast, it took H.A. (Case 4.2) at least three years after resigning 

from wage employment to establish relative financial security through 

street trading. His experience of wage employment had been exploitative 

and disastrous for his health. His second attempt to earn a living by 

street trading also went badly until his good fortune in purchasing a 

cheap consigrnnent of women's shoes . Through this stroke of luck H.A. 

not only gained confidence in himself as a street trader, but was able 

to help his unemployed brother by incorporating him on an equal basis 

in his venture . 

What these cases have in c~mnpn is that the earnings from their stalls 

could support fairJy large households. Significant in both is that 

members who made no contribution to the efficiency of the stalls were 

nonetheless given a home in the stallholders ' households. More important­

ly, they were supported with relative ease from the proceeds of the stalls. 

In addition, the inclusion of "16" in R.O. 's household reiterates the 

solidarity and social responsibility assumed by individuals for their 

economically insecure kindred. 
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MIDDLE STALLHOLDERS 

The circumstances of the stalls and the wage ea111ing and job seeking 

experiences and households of two stallholders were extensively examined. 

In each case differences were quite significant. It was obvious that 

stallholders either chose to remain in street trading in spit_e of 

employment alte111atives (Case 4.3) or became street traders (Case 4.4) 

in order to maintain a sense of independence and dignity. 

CASE 4.3 H.M. was one of seven brothers, six of whom were street 
traders. The six continued as a co-operative when each 
was given an equal share of the corrununally-operated 
family enterprise headed by their parents until 1966. 
They pooled their resources to purchase their weekly 
produce since bulk buying ea111ed them significant 
discounts. H.M. was the chief buyer for the co-operative. 
Each brother calculated the volume of produce he needed 
and handed in the estin1ated amount the.day before purchases 
were made. 

The co-operative had been functional for the past fifteen 
years. Every brother took pride in maintaining good 
relations within the enterprise, which they claimed had 
been going since the 1930s . They prided themselves on their 
long-standing independence : to be employed as a wage ean1er, 
"especially for a Boer" ,vould have been an act of betrayal 
to the family nmne. 

H.M. stayed in his spouse's mother's household in \\fynberg 
for most of the week because of its proximity to his stall , 
and sub-let his Council house in Grassy Park for RSO per. 
month. Although this was illegal, it ea111ed him the money 
which enabled him to contribute to his mother-in-law 's 
household. 

"---------------
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1. 60 years - 3 years in Malay school; relies on sewing curtains 

and dresses for her income; no pension. 

2. 41 years - works at sea; makes negligible contribution to house-

hold income. 

3. 37 years - Std VI; stallholder; contributes fruit and vegetables 

+ weekly and - R20 per week for other basics. 

4. 33 years - Std V; shop assistant; earns R35 per week . 

5. 
6. 

Not part of the household. 

7. 28 years - unemployed; helps 3 in stall . 

8. 19 years - matric; Wynberg . 

CASE 4.4 A.M. had been employed by a lock and safe company in central 
Cape Town . He had resigned in 1976 because he found his 
situation too exploitative and stagnant to continue. After 
remaining without work for six months he decided, together 
with a friend , to venture into street trading retailing fruit 
and vegetables. rfney gradually built up an initial capital 
outlay of R80 to R400 per week by May 198 1. In 1976 , A.M. 
left his brother's household on being accused of being work­
shy . He joined the household of hi.s partner N.M., who was 
married, with two children . N.M. had been tmemployed, eking 
out a living by selling scrap metal whenever he got hold of 
it or selling fish whenever it was cheap. At times during 
the period of research, he still bought and sold fish when 
it suited him, but A.M. was not a partner in this business . 

5 

' ' . 

4 
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1. 31 years - stallholder (N.M.); Std VI; moved to Grassy Park 

after being evicted from Newlands in 1969 - Group Areas 

Act. 

2. 27 years - housewife ; Std VIII. 

3. S years - at home. 

4. 2 years. 

S. 29 years - stallholder (A.M.); Std VII; worked previously for 

a lock and safe company in Cape Town - resigned in 1976. 

Like the circumstances that characterized the "big" stallholders discussed 

earlier in this Chapter , the two midclle traders focussed on here present 

an equally diverse picture . In one instance, it was inheritance (Case 4. 3) 

whilst in another it was despondency about wage employment (Case 4.,4) that 

prompted the stallholder to turn to street trading to earn a living . What 

emerges as a significant similarity in these cases is the extent to which 

both individuals co-operated with other stallholders in their day-to-day 

activities. 

Although H.M. was an independent stallholder, his involvement with his 

co-operative provides a good example of a close-knit and multi-faceted 

kinship network. As a platform for inter-dependence it served kin members 

in two ways. First, it activated frequent contact amongst the brothers 

who lived in separate households, thus maintaining a sense of solidarity. 

And second, perhaps more importantly, it served as a l abour pool where 

various duties, such as purchasing, loading, unloading and transport of 

stock , were delegated to each member, which reduced the work load of 

each stallholclcr . 
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On the other hand , the team that A.M. and N.M. formed had its own 

particular significance. T11ough not related to one another, their shared 

duties as stallholders, their joint efforts to set up their stall, and a 

corrnnon residence provides an understanding of how individuals in a 

relatively insecure environment entrench and secure themselves through 

collaboration. In a situation of exploitative wage employment, difficult 

access to wage employment and chronic housing shortage, the intimate 

association between A.M. and N.M. reflects the "voluntary associations" 

and "social networks" that are often seen to characterize the economically 

subordinate masses in exploitative social formations. 

SY!A.LL STALLHOLDERS 

The 10 street traders in Wynberg who operated stalls that belonged to this 

category likewise presented a wide range of personal and domestic circum­

stances. Of the four case studies presented below, two operated stalls 

of home-packed spices and pickles, whilst the others retailed mainly 

fruit and vegetables. 

Of the spice and pickle stalls, one was managed by a woman as an employee 

of her kinswoman, whilst the othe'r was managed by the stallholder himself, 

with kin members performing most of the necessary tasks. There were 

subtle but signifi cant differences in the personnel's relationship to 

these two stalls. In one (Stall 8) the woman who managed and retailed 

from the stall was r emunerated through a standard wage . In the other 

(Stall 4) the individual who did most of the retailing was remunerated 

by being allowed to be a household member. In the case studies which 

follow, the first focusses on the socio-economic circumstances of the 

woman who managed the stall, whilst the second concerns the socio-economic 

circumstances of the stallholcler himsel f . Together they illustrate the 
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widescale involvement of kin members in varying capacities . 

CASE 4.5 Mrs M.O. was born and educated in Constantia (Cape Town). 
She left school in 1964 after completing Std VI to supplement 
her father 's low income; she had been employed as a clothing 
inspector at the Rex Trueform factory , where she worked for 
ten years . In 1973 her family ,vas evicted from Constantia 
when it was declared for White occl..'Pa ti on only . M. 0. 's 
father purchased a home in Retreat , where she met her husband. 

On her marriage in 1974, M.O. resigned her job. However, the 
need for additional income in her spouse's household became 
desperate since only two of the 13 members had an income . 
M.O. thus returned to work to supplement her household's 
income . At about this time M.O. was granted a Council house 
in Retreat (seven years after her first application) , and 
her married sister fell pregnant and decided to employ M.O. 
to operate her stall in Wynberg . Being unemployed at the 
time, M.O. accepted, since it gave her a chance to supplement 
her husband 's meagre income . More significant , however , 
were the kinship ties that obliged M.O. to accept the job. 
M.O. ' s s i ster needed a responsible ha~d, since the aim of the 
enterprise was to save money to build her home . This concerted 
effort brought other kin members into t he enterprise . M.O. ' s 
father transport ed their produce to and from Wynberg , whilst 
her younger schoolgoing brother operated the stall on Saturdays . 
These collaborative efforts helped ~1.0 . 's sister , the stall­
holder , to nurse her new-born baby and continue with her 
household chores. 

1. 66 years - retired factory machinist ; pensioner ; transports 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 
6. 

60 years 

41 years 

37 years 

produce to stall 4; assisted financially by 3 and 
8 when in need . 

- housewife . 

- Std V; works as l abourer ; wages R40 p .w. 

- Std VI; oper at es stall 4; wages R20 o.w . 

No informa tion . 
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7. 33 years - tiler/plasterer; R7 5-R80 p.w.; takes weekend contracts; 
earns between R50-R60 when such employment is available. 

8. 29 years - stallholder of stall 4; Std VUI; pre-packs for stall 
3; takes care of 14 , 15 and 13. 

9. 24 years - Std IX; receptionist; wages RZOO p .m. 

10. 8 years - matric; Retreat; operates stall 4 on weekends. 

11. 11 years - Std V. 

12. 7 years - Sub B. 

13. 3 years either accompanies 4 at stall; or left in the care of 8. 

14. 4 years . 

15. 2 months . 

CASE 4. 6 Y.S., a former resident in the "White" section of Wynberg, moved 
to Ottery after a Group Area eviction notice was served on him 
in 1970. He had been employed at a printing press, where he was 
put on short time on several occasions without compensation. His 
attempts to find employment at the age of 38 failed every time 
although he admitted that it was a shortage of jobs rather than 
his age that led to his situation . Out of desperation and against 
his religious sentiments, (being a Muslim), Y. S. resorted' to 
illicit liquor and drug trafficking in 1972. He recalled this as 
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a very profitable venture which had allowed him to re-establish 
his dignity. But by 1977 "the Boere" (a reference to the Narcotics 
Bureau) caught up with him, "tortured" him and "closed him down" . 
In sun, after being forcibly r emoved by the Group Areas Act, 
continually frustrated as a wage employee, and thereafter dealt 
with by the Drug Squ~cl, Y. S. 's repudiation of the 'White man" grew 
to such an extent th.it he totally rejected any dealings with 
'1\1hites". Thus, as ~.n alternative to wage employment , Y.S. 
decided to set up a stall in Wynberg. Out of this venture he 
supported a household of seven members. 

6 
. . 
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1. 63 years - unemployed; no income . 

2. 38 years - Std VI; stallholder - stall 5; main contributor to 

income . 

3. 34 years - Std V; shop assistant; wages R30 p. w. 

4. 11 years - Std III; school in Wynberg; helps after school hours . 

5. 8 years - Sub B; school in W}11berg; helps stall 5 after school 

hours. 

6. 6 years - Sub A; school in Wynberg; helps stall 5 after school 

hours. 

7. 21 years - Std VII; operates stall 5; · lives with 2, sister to 3. 

Although the situations of Mrs M.O . (Case 4.5) and Y.S. (Case 4.6) differ 

widely , what emerges as a significant similarity is the support rendered 

to both by iimnediate and affinal kin in the operation of the stalls. In 

one case the expectations of income from the stall were fairly high. But 

the proceeds did indeed make a three-way contribution in terms of wages 

for Mrs M.O., transport costs for her father ' s vehicle, and support towards 

the household of the stallholder. ·' · In addition , the stall was able to 

relieve and supplement the meagre wage earnings of M.O. 's spouse , provide 

some activity for her retired father , and also allow the major part of the 

wage earnings of the stallholcler's spouse to be directed towards the 

construction of their home. 

In the second case the earnings from the stall were used for the upkeep 

of the household alone . Significantly, however, the stall had afforded 

a member of the stallholder's affinal kin a chance to be employed on the 

stall, and given a place within the stallholder ' s household. 
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Together these cases reiterate the co-existence and collaborative efforts 

of economically insecure kin members. They illustrate the need for inter­

dependence to ensure the mutual benefit of both stallholders and kin 

members. 

Of the remaining two of the four stalls mentioned above, one belonged to 

one individual only, whilst the second was the joint effort of two 

individuals. In both cases, three particular factors were corrnnon to all 

three stallholders : 

(i) they appeared on a part-time basis only, i.e. at weekends 

(ii) they depended on the regular traders to purchase and transport 

their produce ; and 

(iii) they traded mainly to meet their personal subsistence needs : 

their household interests were only a secondary consideration. 

TI1eir collaboration and co-existence varied as will be shown in the 

following cases. 

CASE 4. 7 H.E. was born and raised in Heathfield (Cape Town) . He went 
to school in Wynberg until half-way through Std IX. In 
1974 he found employment on an I & J fishing trawler, where 
he worked for three years . After being unemployed for six 
months in 1977 he found employment in two other companies 
doing clerical work . 

He resigned from both situations for the same reason : too 
little money for too much work, as he put it . In 1980 he 
decided to start street trading, and received support from 
R.O. (see stall 12 - Case 4.1 ) who was his brother-in-law, 
and who arranged for the purchase and transport of his produce. 
H.E. was the only stallholder amongst those of the "small" 
category who hired labour (a child) at times to cope with his 
work in busy periods . He resided in his mother's household, 
but made a minimal contribution towards corrnnon subsistence . 
needs. His two wage-earning sisters were the main supports 
of his household. 
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3 y 5 6 7 .. 

1. 59 years - divorced; salesman for auto spares shop. 

2. 52 years - Std II; unemployed. 

3. 28 years - Std IX; completed; cashier in supermarket; wages 

R45 p.w. 

4. 25 years - Std VJII; stallholder - stall 18; contributes R10 p.w. 

5. 22 years - Std VIII; shop assistant ; wages R40 p.w. 

CASE 4.8 : D.E. and L.E. were two friends who resided in Grassy Park. 
They set up their stall on Fridays and Saturdays only , and 
depended on two other:.stallholders to purchase and transport 
their produce. They forrned part of that network which 
perjodically eased the financial situation of the full-time 
fruit and vegetable stallholders by purchasing their surplus 
and selling after regular hours . D.E. (19 years old) had 
been an w1skilled employee of the Cape Town Municipality, 
resigning after one year's service . L. E. ( 18 years old) had 
failed to find employment when he withdrew from school in 
1977 . They had fjrst combined their incomes in February 
1980 and ean1ed enough for their personal expenses by trading 
in fruit and vegetables . Neither had any incentive to contri-
bute to the e)..i:,enses of their households whose earnings they 
considered to be more than adequate . 
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D. E .. Is HOUSEHOLD 

5 

1. 43 years - rnatric; bus driver - City Tramways; R400 p.rn. 

2. 38 years - Std VIII; housewife. 

3. 24 years - Std VI; truck driver; R300 p.rn. 

4. 22 years - housewife; Std VIII. 

5. 21 years - Std III; stallholder - stall 14. 

6. 10 months. 

2) L.E. 's HOUSEHOLD 

1. 48 years - divorced; sheet metal worker 1 no contribution to hous.e­

hold. 

2. 41 years - Std X (faHed); clerical work in Salt River; wages 

R300 p.rn . 
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3 . 27 years - Std VII; unemployed; maintenance grant for 7; R150 p.m. 

4. 24 years - Std IX; receptionist; . wages R300 p .m. 

S. 18 years - stallholder; stall 14 . 

6. 15 years - Std VIII; school in Grassy Park . 

7. 3 years. 

The economic and domestic circt.nnstances of these three stallholders were 

similar in several respects. They appeared with several other street 

traders on the railway platform on a part-time basis forming a cluster 

of fruit and vegetable traders (see map : stalls 13-18) . The lack of 

employment opportunities and e:x.1Jloitative employment situations had 

provided the incentive for these individuals to become street traders. 

But the relative independence of the stallholders' households from the 

stalls J11ade the individuals less committed to domestic responsibilities . 

'The cormnon but significant point, however, was that all three individuals 

managed to provide their own subsistence . In this way they evaded and 

transcended often demoralizjng and exploitative wage earning or chronic 

unemployment situations . To this extent they were able to assert 
'-' · 

themselves as indenendent and dignified individuals . During the inter-

views these factors were very clear. 

More gen.erally, we may deduce that although the personal circumstances of 

the individuals varied widely, all these stallholders l1articipated in a 

considerable degree of co-operation. A logical deduction from this is 

that the small street traders in Wynberg depended on a complex network of 

inter-dependence for their efficiency as street traders . 
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ITIN[RJ\NT STREET TRADERS 

It was mentioned earlier that the socio-economic circumstances of a select 

number of itinerant traders would be investigated. 

Itinerant traders who operated in Wynberg were chosen for two closely 

related reasons 

Ci) to investigate whether the restrictive prohibitions governing the 

operation of fixed stalls and the l~nited trading space had any 

bearing on the reasons for street traders becoming mobile and 

(ii) because they were conspicuous, and easier to observe and contact 

given the small size of the "Coloured" section of the suburb . 

As far as (i) is concerned, the features of this category of traders are 

deeply embedded within the political economic domain of the South African 

social formation. Itinerant vendors who were classified "Coloured" were 

socially more secure than those classified "African" who were illegally 

in Cape Town under Section 10 of the influx control legislation. 

The trading patterns of 11 itinerant traders were examined . Seven of these 

11 stalls were operated by members of the "Coloured" community whilst four 

were operated by "Af ricans" . 

Of the seven itinerant stalls that wer e operated by members of the Coloured 

con1Jntmi ty , a 11 were retailers of fruit and vegetables . TI1eir Heekly outlays 

ranged from between R120 to R680 . Six operated from bakkies and one from. a 

horse and cart. Each stall moved to several roads and districts at different 

t~cs of the day and week . TI1eir movements followed a regular pattern since 

the traders depended l ar gely on a specific cljentele for support . Their 

mobility was , however , restricted by trafffic offici::ils who persistently 
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hounded them for trading from Municipal property. One Hay in which they 

avoided official harassment was by driving into the premises of their 

clientele whenever circumstances allowed . 

Their position as street traders was made precarious not only by a highly 

fluctuating market and official harassment but also by their reliance on 

a very specific clientele . This factor placed the itinerant vendors in 

a highly vulnerable position which consumers exploited by aggressive 

bargaining and demanding credit . The vendors had no option but to accept 

these demands even though their clients were not notably reliable purchasers . 

Two itinerant stalls and their stallholders were selected for intensive 

study. Both had once operated from fixed positions but had been forced to 

become mobile traders for different reasons . 

CASE 4,9 B.A., a 62 year old fruit and vegetable itinerant vendor from 
Grassy Park was originally resident in Wynberg until he was 
removed by the Group Areas Act. Alternate accommodation was 
provided for him by the Department of Corrrrnuni ty Development 
in a Council house in Grassy Park. Establishing a new clientelc 
in Grassy Park would have meant starting from scratch again and 
so he chose to travel to his stationary spot in Wynberg since 
being the pioneer stationary hawker jn Wynberg had made him 
familiar to daily corrrrnuters and residents there . His stall , 
however, came to a standstill when he took ill and undenrent an 
operation . His son gave up his chances of an education to take 
on the stall but the venture failed. B.W. was forced to return 
to street trading after an absence of 18 months because he knew 
no other job; at the late age of 48 years nobody was going to 
employ him and his household depended on the venture for their 
survival. In 1974, however, B.A. fell ill for a second time 
and was forced to withdraw once again. On returning in 1976 he 
was no longer the only trader - the place was apparently "full 
of hawkers" - l eaving him with no place to set up his stall. 
B.A. then turned to mobile street trading and started 
experiencing its frustrations . On the day of the first inter­
view, for instance , he was being forced to sell a kilogrnm of 
sweet potatoes at 29c, although his buying price was 35c per kg . 
TI1e client insisted on having the S\\Ceet potatoes at 29c per kg . 
because it was Pick 'n Pay's price. B.A; acceded to his client's 
demand only for the sake of keeping her as a customer . He 
claimed that Pfrk 'n Pay cou]d sell sweet potatoes at 29c per kg. 
because their nurchase price was 13c per kg. amounting to more 
than 100% in the purchase price difference between supern1arkets 
and hawkers. 
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B.A. complained that on the same day, as part of a co-operative, 
he had purchased tomatoes in bulk in order to earn a discount. 
But this fail ed because the supennarkets apparently purchased 
the same quality of tomatoes at 60c per tray, whilst B.A. and 
his co-op paid R2, 20 - over 200% more . At this point B.A. was 
able to cope with the difficulties since his sons were all 
em.ployed and living within and supporting his household . 

1 . 62 years - Sub B; stallholder. 

2. 55 years - housewife; no education . 

3. 35 years - Std VIII; electrical; wages R90-R110 p . w. 

4. 31 ·years - Std VI; housewife. 

5. 31 years - Std IX; works in darkroom of I.M.A.; wage R70 p.w . 

6. 28 years - housewife; Std IX. 

7. 26 years - matric; land surveyor; R600 p.m. 

8, 19 years - matric exemption - 1981 . 

9. 
to Scholars. 

13. 
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CASE 4.10 B.U., a victim of District Six Group Area removals, had learnt 
and adopted street trading from his parents and frjends. When 
evicted in 1969 he arrived in Athlone to share a three bedroomed 
home with his father's kin. fifteen people resided in this 
single dwelling.* After marryinr.- in 1970, and after his father 1 s 
death two years later, B.U . continued with street trading to 
earn his living. At about this time he found his stationary 
stall operations becoming increasingly difficult. He was forced 
to evade the police once too often, for fear of having his stock 
confiscated and decided that operating a stationary stall was 
too risky and costly to continue. I-le thus retreated and 
continued in fruit and vegetable retailing in a more disguised 
fashion. By establishing himself with a handful of regular and 
11reliable" clients, B.U. was able to earn a living by retailing 
on a door to door basis . B.U. 1s collection days for payment 
were Fridays and Saturdays. Tuo problems persisted however : 

(i) clients tended not to make their payments regularly , and 

(ii) highly fluctuating prices in the market made it impossible 
for him to operate with fixed price charts. 

These traders operated on foot on a door to door basis, and appeared in 

Wynberg fortnightly . Five individuals, all from Guguletu, were observed 

and interviewed . Twu were a husband and wife team, who operated one stall . 

TI1ey were not known to the remaining three women who traded together as a 

team , but owned the produce they retailed individually. TI1ey travelled t o 

and from Guguletu by train, which provided them with the cheauest form of 

transport. 

All five were illegal residents i1{ Cape Town . The husband and wife team 

claimed that to acquire financially rewarding employment was an impossibility. 

They were originally from the Eastern Cape, and came to Cape Town to escape 

the harshness of their original environment . The team of three women also 

claimed that their presence in Cape Town was an attempt to escape their 

unproductive and poor rural villages in the Transkei, and to be with their 

families, in spite of legislation prohibiting them from residing in Cape 

Town. In the case studies below~ their circumstances reflect the general 

hardships that those classified as Blacks suffer. 

* Th-u c.Me. WM too c.ompuc.ax:e.d and ).ie.Milive to inve.).,.:ti.gax:e. in. depth. 
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CASE 4.11 

CASE 4 .12 

M.J . , originally from Mdantsane, was first employed as a block 
layer in East London . He fow1d it increasingly difficult to 
subsist on the meagre wage thcit his employment earned him. He 
thus decided to lean1 bamboo weaving in the township in which 
he lived . After acquiring this skill he wove bamboo baskets 
and flower pots and sold them at weekends. This endeavour , 
however, did not effectively supplement his wa~e earnings . 
After hearing about a demand for woven baskets and :flower pots 
in Cape Town, M.J . decided to leave Mdantsane and seek employ­
ment in this city. He acquired employment in a building firm 
as a handyman, and supplemented his income by selling the 
produce he wove. His wage earnings, however, hardly improved, 
although his produce sold well . He thus decided to quit 
working as a handyman and invest more time in weaving . From 
the beginning of 1981, M.J . turned to weaving bamboo chairs 
and tables as well. His accessories were purchased from shops 
when the situation demanded it. He had left his two children 
in the care of kin in East London and this enabled him and his 
wife to share a house with friends. 

M.R. was one of the three women who made grass brooms and mats 
in Guguletu. She had arrived in Cape Town in 1976 , and had 
been arrested twice for being illegally in Cape Town, but she 
considered being in the city a necessity if she , like her 
friends, wanted to live with her husband. Producing grass mats 
ru1d brooms were skills they brought from the Transkei . Being 
mobile and trading in a Coloured area, in preference to ' a White 
area, was their way of avoiding harassment from the local 
officials and possible eviction from Cane Town . M.R. shared a 
two-bedroomed dwelling with one of her trading partners . 
Thirteen people shared this dwelling . 

Three common but significant points emerge clearly from these case studies . 

First, it is obvious that all of these mobile itinerant traders were forced 

to become mobile , through fear of being prosecuted . Those street traders 

who were African were classified "illegal" in terms of the influx control 

regulations . They thus operated with greater fear than their Coloured 

cotmterparts. Second , each of these street traders relied heavily on a set 

number of clients to support them , which placed their earning potential on 

an unpredictable scale, and left them open to abuse and e}...rploitation since 

customers felt they had a right to bargain. And thirdly, the success of 

each of these traders was related to the degree to which they co-operated 

with others to ensure their survival. In the case of B.A., co-operation 

was with traders in a buyers co-operative; with B.U . it was co-operation 
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with another family within the homestead; with M.J . it was sharing the 

work load with his wife; and ,vith M.R. it was being part of a group that 

gathered material, processed it, and retailed it together . T'nis generated 

in M.R. and her co-partners a sense of togetherness and feeling of relative 

security within a pol,itical environment that did not offer them anything . 
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'.L SKETOI i\ AP lLLUSTRATING GEOGRAPHIC.AL DISTRIBlITION OF STALLS IN WYNBBRG 

ON 29/8/1981 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

STREET TRADERS IN CLARBvDNT A PROCLAIMED WHITE GROUP AREA 

In the last two Chapters we noticed that the features which character­

ized the patterns of trading in the two suburbs presented certain 

contrasts. Two significant similarities emerge, however. first, the 

position and future of stallhoiders in these areas appeared to be 

relatively secure, where they set up their enterprises in Coloured 

Group Areas. And second, the wide range of items they retailed was 

directed mainly to the lower income groups. In surrunary thus the pattern 

of street trading and the range of retail items which the street traders 

retailed in Athlone and Wynberg was largely detennined by the class 

character of these suburbs. 

To this extent the features that characterize street trading in Clare­

mont are quite similar. But here again there were aspects of this 

suburb that were significantly different from Athlone or Wynberg. In 

Claremont both the C.B.D. and residential areas were proclaimed for 

White occupation only. Thousands of "Coloured" families and many business­

men were removed under the Group Areas Act. Being a suburb occupied 

predominantly by Whites, retail within the C.B.D. was likely to follow a 

more fonnalised pattern. 

The features that characterized the C.B.D. in Claremont appeared to be 

similar to Wynberg . Within the C.B.D. most of the retail passed through 

the hands of chain stores and small-scale retail outlets that were owned 

mainly by White entrepreneurs . The more fonnalised pattern of trading 

amongst these "White" owned enterprises had created, as in Wynberg , an 

atmosphere that was less congenial to street traders . 
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Thus the ntnnber of stalls in Claremont, particularly those set up by 

"Coloureds" and "Africans" could only reach a theoretical maximtnn . Stalls 

could not follow the casual and informal pattern that was characteristic 

of Athlone. A ntnnber of stalls were, however, set up immediately outside 

several shopping centres. In this instance the stallholders took care 

not to provoke either the owners or local officials. Authorised 

permission was essential and most stallholders sought the required 

permission before they set up their stalls. 

Although some stalls were set up in isolation from others the majority 

appeared as two clusters. Two significant features characterized these 

stalls. First, in one cluster, stalls 1-16, the street traders hailed 

from one classified population group only, i.e. "Coloured"; whilst in 

the second cluster there were street traders who were from the four 

population groups, ''Whites" , "Coloureds", "Africans" and an "Indiru:i" 

The latter traded side by side, without any sign of animosity. And 

secondly, most of the stalls directed their sales mainly to the middle 

and upper income groups. 

SELECrING STALLS FOR CLOSER EXAMINATION 

Within the two clusters that were closely examined in Claremont, there 

was a diverse range of items retailed on different days of the week and 

month. Fruit and vegetable stalls were not as ntnnerous as in Athlone 

and Wynberg . Fresh flowers and clothing appeared to be the most popular 

items. TI1e count that was made on 3/10/1981 , for instance, illustrates 

this point in the table below. 
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TABLE 5 .1 ILLUSTRATING RANGE OF ITEMS SOLD ON 3/10/1981 ----------

FRUIT & LEATHER ANTIQUE 
VEGETABLES FLOWERS CLOTHING JEWELLERY WEAR PAINTINGS TOYS BOTTLES 

6 14 11 2 2 2 1 1 

TOTAL: 39 

Of .all items depicted in the table above only three - flowers, fruit 

and vegetables - were retailed on a regular daily basis from 5 to 7 days 

per week. The street traders who retailed the numerous other items 

appeared on weekends only. Th.ese varying appearance patterns in Clare­

mont, as in the two other target areas, fonned the basis of initial 

observations and subsequent examination of street traders' backgrounds. 

TI1e fluctuations were observed between 27/9/1981 - 3/10/1981 and are 

deuicted in the graph below. 

FIGURE S.I 

GRAPH ILLUSTRATING STREET COUNTS BE11vEEN 27/9/1981 - 3/10/1981 

4 
N 
u 
M 3 
B 
E 

0-

5-

R 3 o-
0 
F 2 

s 
A 2 
L 
L 

5-

0-

S 1 5-

1 0-

5-

--
.. 

-
-

SU MO TU WE TH FR S 

DAYS 

127 . 



Because of the various population groups represented amongst street 

traders, and their highly fluid appearance pattern, an attempt to 

establish a "representative sample" would be worthless . In one of the 

clusters (see map - stalls 18-34) most of the street traders appeared 

on a part-time basis only, which allowed me the opportunity to inter­

view intensively only a selected number of individuals from this group. 

On ·closer examination of 10 stalls in the target area, the characteristics 

of the stallholders' households and their economic circ~nstances 

appeared very diverse. But before a discussion of these issues, the 

overt features of these 10 stalls need to be mentioned. Four stalls 

retailed fruit and vegetables, four were retailers in flowers and two 

retailed clothes; eight appeared on a regular basis, the fruit and 

vegetables and flower sellers, ,vhilst the two retailers of clothes were 

set up on a part-time basis only. One of the two retailers appeared on 

a weekend basis only whilst the other appeared monthly. 

TABLE 5.2 ILLUSTRATING WEEKLY OUTLAYS OF 10 STALU-IOLDERS 

CATEGORY NO. OF STALLS - · -.At\10UNTS 
. . 

BIG 2 R 900 
750 

MIDDLE 4 680 
650 
500 
400 

SMALL 4 120 
120 
60 
20 

·-
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Stalls 18A and 18B were, in fact , set up as a single stall, but they 

comprised two independent traders, one being forced to set up in a 

disguised manner since the individuals were "African". (See Case 6.12). 

TI1e situation of these 10 stallholders is fraught with insecurities . 

Eight had authorized permission, either from the management of businesses 

or from the ~1unicipality, to trade from their respective trading positions. 

In addition , they enjoyed a strong sense of togetherness and solidarity . 

And yet these favourable factors , as the case studies below indicate , did 

not remove t he difficulties under which they traded. 

Infonnation from the 10 stallholders show that 7 of these individuals and 

their families were formerly resident in Claremont. 

On being forcibly removed under the Group Areas Act they were resettled 

in cramped C.T.C.C. housing schemes. The frustrations and financial losses 

that these stallholders suffered were phenomenal, but discussion of this 

will be delayed until the next Chapter . 

Group Areas affected individuals differentially: some stallholders were 

hardly affected , others barely s~~ived as street traders , yet others were 

totally phased out of the activity , because of the very high travelling 

costs they now had to incur. 

BIG STALLHOLDERS 

· The point made earlier (see Introduction) that capital outlays do not tell 

us much about the domestic backgrounds of stallholders is brought out 

succinctly in the information that follows. A range of contingent factors 

had played an influential role in the stallholders ' assessments of their 

positions as street trncJers. In the cDsc studies below, for instance , one 
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stallholder spread his subsistence efforts by continuing sub-contracting 

as a tradesman while devotjng part of his savings to a retail outlet in 

Manenberg with another individual as an equal partner; whilst another 

relied on earnings from his stall and the contribution from the salary 

of his government-employed son, for his family's survival. 

CASE 5. 1 A.D., a fifty year old fruit and vegetable trader in Clare­
mont had lived in the suburb for 49 years, until he was 
forcibly removed to Mitchell's Plain under the Group Areas 
Act. In 1947 A.D . joined a shippping company and worked as 
a deck hand for two years . He did this in preference to 
helping his parents in their fruit and vegetable stall which 
they operated in Claremont . After several years at sea, A.D . 
managed to acquire some technical skills but decided to resign 
when he found it too demanding . In 1958 he returned to his 
parents' home in Claremont and found employment as a welder . 
Although A.D. "earned well", he considered the circumstances 
under which he worked frustrating . He claimed that he had to 
work between 10 and 15 hours every day to earn R100-R150 per 
week. When work was slack he was put on short time 
for months at a time, and his unemployment benefit hardly met 
his household expenses. Between 1958 and 1976 A.D. claims to 
have been put on- short time 12 tj1nes, which finally decided 
him to return to his parents' livelihood, street trading. 

6 7 

1. 50 years - Std VII; stallholder; previously a seaman and welder. 

2. 46 years - housewife . 

3. 23 years - teachers diploma; teaching and board in Retreat contri-

butes substantially to household. 

5. 
to Scholars. 
7. 
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8. 13 years - lives with and works for "1 11
• 

CASE 5.2 (Stall 4) A.M., born and raised in Claremont, was evicted 
to Manenberg in 1979. He completed his apprenticeship as 
a carpenter in 1968. On completion, he worked as a journey­
man, but found it unbearable, since too much was demanded 
for too little return. A.M. thus decided to take on sub­
contracting independently . Although he enjoyed working on 
his own account, competition for contracts with other sub­
contractors did not help ease his financial problem. In 
1974 A.M. decided to supplement his income by investing 
part of his finances together with a friend in a general 
dealer's store in Manenberg and in a street trading stall 
(i.e. Stall 5). Their investments were equal, therefore 
profits and losses were to be shared equally . He relied 
largely on his established networks for his carpentry sub­
contracts. He spent between three and four working days on 
these contracts, from Sunday to Wednesday, and the remainder 
of the week at the stall and store - at the stall during the 
day and the shop in the evenings. The stall was run in his 
absence by his partner's son. A.M. , like the other traders 
in Claremont, feared that with the suburb being proclaimed 
for White occupation only, he would be forced to discontinue 
his enterorise. His future as a sub-contractor remains 
equally insecure since the depression in the economy 
inevitably causes cut-price competition for contracts . A.M. ' s 
only favourable investment at the time was his partnership in 
the general dealer's store , which he hoped would not collapse. 

The economic backgrounds of these stallholders differ considerably, but 

their current situations are equally precarious. A common factor affecting 

them both was that they traded in a "White" Group Area, and thus carried 

·out their day-to-day activities ih perpetual fear of being required to 

leave the area. 

The stallholders' additional avenues of income vary considerably, though 

both met their households' reproduction needs through several avenues . 

Survival at a reasonable level depended on their ability to sustain a 

combination of income-generating activities (Case 5.1) and contributions 

from sources outside the household enterprise (Case 5.2). 
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MIDDLE STALLHOLDERS 

In some respects the circunstances of the middle traders in Claremont 

were similar to that of their big counterparts. Although the amounts 

they expended to set up their stalls might suggest relative economic 

ease, no such conclusions can be drawn. Tii.e fact that they traded in 

perpetual fear of being phased out through discriminatory practices 

placed them on precarious footing. One informant in Claremont who had 

traded in the area since 1981 succinctly sunmed up his position as a 

street trader 

"Whe.n you. aJte. a. Va11./ue. you. mu.J.,t ke.e.p moving . I've. tlue.d 6011. the. pa.6.t 
f.iix. ye.a.M to ,t,a.ve. u.p Mme. mone.y to 11.e.nt a. ,t,/wp . But e.ve.11.y time. I 
ma.na.ge.d to 1.>a.ve. 1.>ome.thing d WCl...6 only u.J.,e.d to 1.>u.ppofl.t me. whe.n I WCl...6 
u.ne.mpfoye.d. You. 1.>e.e. you. c.ou.fd build u.p a 6011.tu.ne. toda.y , but fo,~e. d 
tomoMow whe.n you. 1., ,tcvr,t ge..tlu1g pMhe.d a11.ou.nd 11

• 

In,fonnation supplied by the middle traders who were intensively inter­

viewed in Claremont suggests that at the time of research their position 

was not threatened. But it is against their income-earning histories 

that their position as street traders needs ·to be examined. 

CASE 5.3 A.B.K. completed eight years of schooling in Durban, and 
arrived in Cape Town_jn 1973. He worked as a labourer for 
three years and then registered as an apprentice carpenter 
with the same firm . On completing his apprenticeship in 
1976 , A.B.K. resigned because the firm refused to pay him 
a higher wage . At that time the depression in the building 
industry "made tradesmen look like handymen - for the pay 
they were receiving". A.B.K. then decided to work as a 
salesman, and found employment with a clothing retailer -
first as a weekend assistant for a month, in order to prove 
himseJf. His abjlity as a salesman was apparently good, 
and he becarne a full-time employee earning R200 per month, 
and 3% commission for goods sold above the value of RS 000. 
In the first month , A.B.K. 's sales totalled R1 2 400, and he 
was paid his full commission. In the next months he sold 
R13 200 , but was not paid his full commission as his manager 
apparently claimed a misunderstanding, and that commission. 
would only be paid on sales above R10 000 . This resulted m 
an argument, and A.B.K. resigned. He decided to venture 
into street trading, buying steel wool from Woolworths at Sc 
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a piece, which he sold on a door-to-door basis in Lansdowne 
for 10c a piece . When he was familiar to his clients he 
started retailing toiletries and light kitchenware . A.B.K. 
built up a clientele by offering them credit. He further 
increased his sales by setting up a stall in Adderley Street. 
His success here prompted him to stop trading on a door-to­
door basis, and trade from one stationary stall . Along with 
other street traders , A.B.K. was stopped from trading in 
central Cape Town , and he returned once again to his trade . 
In 1981 he resumed street trading on a part-time basis (week­
ends only) on noting the fast sales of Indian print dresses 
and scarves. He established a new snot for himself in Clare­
mont and had since become a familia/ sight. He feels that 
his position in Claremont remains uncertain, however , since 
"being an Indian", had only "proved to be for the worst". 

CJ 
1. 28 years - Std VI; from Durbani stallholder during weekends; 

works five days per week as a carpenter. 

2. 24 years - Std VI; works in a clothing factory; helps her spouse 

CASE S.4 

in selling material by distributing it to friends in 

the factory. 

B.R. was the son of a butcher who had had his business 
destroyed when an eviction order was served on him in 1971. 
Alternative housing was provided in Retreat , but no 
consideration was made for the lost source of income. Out 
of desperation his parents took to flower trading. B.R. 
assisted them by trading on a door-to-door basis in the 
central business districts of Claremont and Rondebosch. 
His parents , for reasons of old age and ill health, retired 
after several years and acquired a stall for B.R. in the 
Stall 7-16 cluster . However , after a year of "gossip and 
stealing", B.R. left the cluster and took to the streets 
again. Fortunately for him, the manager of a complex from 
which he traded gave B.R . permission to set up a stationary 
stall. Success thereafter led him to increase his weekly 
·outlay and also extend his business by opening another stall 
at the hypermarket in Brackenfell . B. R. subsequently 
purchased the rights to eight other flower stalls jn central 
Cape Town which he rented to people at a rate of R7 per week. 



However, on days before big national holiday~, B.R. ensured that 
he alone derived the benefit from these stal Is. He attributed 
this success, after being evicted under the Group Areas Act, to 
his "deep faith in God". ----------------

1. 67 years - Std I; Malay school; retired butcher after evicted 

from Claremont to Retreat. 

2. 60 years - no schooling; retired housewife. 

3. Not part of the household. 
4. 

16. 
17. 
18. 
5. 33 years - Std VI; stallholder - Stall 18; previously unemployed. 

6. Not part of the household. 
7. 

8. 29 years - Std VII; helps "5" in stall; moves to central Cape Town 

on big holidays to sell flowers. 

9. 
10. 
11. Not part of the household. 
12. 
15. 24 years - Std VI; operates flower stall in Brackenfell. 

13. 22 years - Std VIII; unemployed; previously a storeman in a 

factory; helps "15" occasionally. 

14. 19 years - Std VI; helps "15" in stall everyday. 
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What emerges as important in both these cases is that the stallholders 

were victims of circumstances that were essentially discrjminatory in 

nature. But within an extremely unpredictable envirornnent they managed 

to secure for themselves incomes that supplemented the collective efforts 

of their household members. Of equal importar1ce, however, was the fact 

that both stallholders had relied on a network of contacts to maximize 

the sales of their products. A.B., for instance, relied on contacts at 

his spouse's place of employment for a wider, faster and cheaper 

distribution of the produce he retailed, whilst B.R. relied on additional 

stalls operated by members of his immediate kin to derive maximum benefit 

from his flower sales. These additional avenues of income appear to act 

as insurance against the loss of one avenue of income. 

SMALL STALLHOLDERS 

Detailed information on the characteristics of small stailholders in 

Claremont was sought mainly from women flower sellers. Most of these 

women operated as a single cluster from a trading space that was legally 
< 

designated to them by the local authority. 

Within this cluster were 10 stallholders who maintained their indepe~dence 

by investing their own capital. 1he close-knit network fanned by these 

stallholders ensured that help was given to one another whenever the 

situation demanded. Stallholders assisted one another by helping to 

arrange their stalls, cleaning them and bundling the flowers. In addition, 

they ensured that flowers were sold according to a stand3rd price chart 

and this maintained a level of hannony within the network and avoided 

rifts and conflicts. 

Most of the women in the cluster were r ather apprehensive about the future 

of their t ime-honoured cntcrprhes . A number of them were r eaching 



retirement age, with the average age being 57,4 years . T'neir personal 

incentives to continue their stalls were still strong. However, the 

thought of not having their kin members to continue their enterprises 

appeared to troubl.e them. In one case, the sentimental attachment to 

flower trading built up through years of stress and strain appeared too 

strong merely to abandon it. 

CASE 5.5 Mrs A.M. first sold flowers in 1949, starting off with a 
capital of £1 ,10 per week. This weekly outlay increased 
to £5 per week, which earned her a weekly profit of £1,50. 
She claimed that this had conveniently supplemented her 
first husband's income , allowing them to live reasonably 
well. After he died, she remarried in 1956 - a railway 
employee who rented a house in Claremont. He continuously 
complained of being badly paid and bullied by his superiors. 
Frustration at work thus led Mr A.M. to resign and join his 
wife in flower selling. The couple purchased a van for £100 
in which Mr A.M. transported their flowers . In 1969 a Group 
Areas eviction order was served on them, forcing them to 
move to Manenberg . In 1970 Mr A.M. died , and by 1976 all 
three of Mrs A.M. 's children were married . None, however, 
intended to continue the stall since the investinent in time 
was too mud, and the returns in money too little. 

3 

1. 52 years - stallholder; stall. 

2. 
3. Living in Lenasiai 

information. 

+ sends - R50 every 3 months - no further 

4. Living in Athlone; no regular cash contributions - no further 
5. 

information. 

6. 26 years - matriculated in Cape Town; works in Sasolburg; seldom 

sends his mother money. 
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The circumstances of two other flower sellers who operated in a rather 

clandestine fashion were intensively examined. 

Being African and constrained by Section 10, the possibility of these 

individuals obtaining licences to set up stalls legally in a 11White11 Group 

Area such as Claremont was unthinkable . However, they managed to evade 

the issue by incorporating their produce into Stall 18 - thus creating 

Stall 18B - and offered their services in exchange. Significantly, care 

was taken not to include a wide range of flowers in their stock so as not 

to affect the sales of the legal stallholder. The incomes they earned 

were inadequate to meet the needs of their domestic group. Three meals 

per day were a rarity to these women and their immediate kin, but in the 

circumstances, flower-selling appeared to be one of the few income 

generating avenues open to them. 

CASE 5.6 T.E. a.rid J .0. were two sisters who were resident in Valhalla 
Park. Their chances of obtaining hawker's licences were nil 
in terms of their legal classification as "African". Between 
them , they had 12 children and grandchildren. They did not 
have husbands, and their children made negligible contributions 
to the survival of the household. The highest wage T.E. had 
ean1ed was R80 per month whilst employed as a school caretaker; 
J.O. had ean1ed R42 as a domestic servant . . T.E. was eventually 
dismissed , with no reasons given . J.O. was allergic to dust, 
and was advised by her doctor to withdraw from domestic service. 
Alternative full-time employment was difficult to acquire. They 
thus decided that the only way out of their dilemma was to 
purchase from the Cape Town Municipality permits at 25c per day 
to break bullrushes and water lilies - which they sold through 
Stall 18A. The demand for these items was not large , so did 
not pose any threat to their hosts. In return, both women 
assisted B.R. in setting up his stall, bundling his flowers, 
and keeping the trading space tidy. Together the sisters earned 
between R17 and R25 per week . 

·---------------------
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MAIN CONTRIBlffORS TOWARDS HOUSEHOLD SURVIVAL 

1. 41 years - Stall 1811B11 

2. 38 years - Stall 18"B" 

3. 24 years - does washing 3 times per week in three different houses 

in Claremont , and does additional casual work when 

available . 

12. 19 years - domestic servant in 1\lynberg; earns R60 p .m. 

Other household members depend on casual work or beg for their survival 

but make no material contribution towards upkeep of household. 

The economic and domestic circumstances of the three women in the two 

case studies above vary widely, but what is common to them is that the 

women were barely able to survive on the incomes they earned from their 

ventures. Although A.M . (Case 6. 5) did receive cash from her son and 

daughters periodically, they were too irregular to sustain her . Thus the 

meagre proceeds from the stall she operated served a useful purpose in 

seeing to her daily requirements. 

More significantly, however , were the household circumstances of J.O . 

and T.E. The subsistence efforts of the younger generation of this 

household provides a good example of a domestic group that exists on the 

brink of survival. Mon1ing and midday meals were ltLuiries for them and 

they often depended on their better-off neighbours or the sympathy of the 

public for food. 

The solidarity and collaborative efforts that characteri zed the social' 

networks to which these "small" traders belonged reiterates the f eatures 

that wer e illustrated in the case studies discussed earlier on. These 
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stallholders lived a marginal existence and were heavily de_pendent on 

their counterparts for survival. 

EMPLOYEES OF FRUIT ANO VEGETABLE TRADERS 

:Employees in Claremont who worked for fruit and vegetable stallholders 

hailed from equally and usually more depressed domestic situations than 

their employers. The majority of these employees came from the Peninsula's 

African townships. Of the eleven, eight were under the age of 15. 

The direct bus services between African tm-mships and Claremont served as 

a convenient link for these youngsters who needed food and money. · Seeking 

employment with the fruit and vegetable traders was one way out of their 

daily problem. 

Although these children served the needs and interests of their employers 

they often constituted a severe loss to them. The employees were often 

victims of the Hawkers Squad which made almost daily raids on the bus 

terminal/train station complex. During raids the employees threw away 

all the produce they carried around in plastic packets for retail, to 

escape arrest . The Hawkers Squacf, in turn, appropriated this produce, 

and its destination remained unknown. On average the street traders in 

the bus terminal/train station complex estimated their weekly losses to 

be around R1 $-R20. TI1ey suspected that the produce was being re-distributed 

amongst the officers of the Hawkers Squad. 

One might ask why stallholders bothered to employ child labour, given the 

losses incurred because it was illegal to do so . Firstly, these children's 

labour ·was cheap and provided faster and wider distribution of their produce. 

And, secondly, they st ated that they employed children out of sympathy for 

them. 
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Payments for the employee's services were often irregular and seldCm 

based on standardized values. Regular attendance for the entire week 

sometimes earned the children between R10 and R13. This payment was 

often referred to as "commission", but was actually based on whether 

the employer felt his business had fared well enough to warrant a payment. 

The only regular payment employees received took the form of a lunch of 

fish and bread, which was obtainable from the local shops retailing cooked 

food. Occasionally, they were also allowed to eat fruit. 

Of the eight employees studied, seven commuted daily between Claremont and 

the African townships. All mentioned that their aims were twofold : to 

earn themselves a meal for the day and at least to try to supplement house­

hold income. The eighth employee was a dependent worker who lived with 

his employer. Although his domestic circumstances were not very different 

from his counterparts, his situation was unique (see Case 5.8). Of the 

two case studies below, the first is representative of the seven employees 

who commuted to Claremont. 

CASE 5.7 
See Case 6.6 

CASE 5.8 
See Case 6.7 

G.N., together with friends whose ages ranged from 9 to 12 
years travelled daily between Nyanga and Claremont. G.N. 
explained that as much as he possibly could he avoided either 
train or bus fares. This was relatively easy - get into 
crowded buses or trains and hide from the drivers or 
conductors. The fare avoidance was made easier when G.N.'s 
friends sold newspapers at the train station entrance or bus 
terminal. He would take half the consignment of papers from 
his friend who would follow him into the train or bus, since 
conductors neglected newspaper vendors, and then return the 
newspapers to his friend after his journey was considered 
safe. This is how G.N. and his friends sought to save their 
meagre earnings and supplement household income. 

F.R. was a thirteen year old boy who lived with his employer 
(Case 6.2 - Stall 17). The relationship was unusual in that 
it constituted a rare case of mutual trust amongst the stall­
holders in Claremont. F.R. was given the responsibility for 
the stall whilst his employer spent a considerable period of 
almost every day in the fresh produce market. This meant that 



F .R. had to take note of the products ,,,hich sold fastest and 
advise his employer on '"hat to purchase . Even in the presence 
of A.D. (the employer), F.R. handled cash when the situation 
demanded , and this was most unusual . From his regular wage of 
R20 per week, F.R. handed between R15-R18 to his mother whom 
he visited on Sundays . 

The case of F. R. was unusual for Claremont on a munber of cow1ts. He was 

the only employee in the clique with whom he worked who was given shelter, 

three meals per day and a standard wage of R20 per week. Amongst other 

employees he was considered fortunate for employees such as G.N., in their 

capacity as "commission sellers" were at the mercy of the stallholder 

employers for their earnings. Whatever their remuneration, it was clear 

that it barely met their personal subsistence needs, m1d only meagrely 

supplemented their parents ' incomes , if at all. 

·::: 
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CHAPTER SIX 

STREET TRADERS AND 11-IEIR ALTERNATIVES TO STREET TRADING 

In this Chapter I shift my emphasis to focus attention on the socio­

economic positions of street traders from all three categories in a 

more generalized way. It was apparent in the three preceding Chapters 

that there were those street traders who, either through support from 

additional avenues of income earned outside the household enterprise 

or not, managed to establish themselves on a relatively secure footing. 

There were also some who managed reasonably well as street traders 

with support from household members . And there were other stall­

holders whose households, despite material support from more than one 

source , still presented a picture of precariousness. 

As a starting point to the examination of the issues the questions 

below are confronted: 

Ci) Amongst the numerous stallholders whose cases have been discussed , 

who could we possibly regard as entrepreneurs? Who traded merely 
·::..· 

to survive, and why? 

(ii) What were the possibilities of street traders, whose income 

was generated solely through this activity, switching to an 

alternative mode of employment such as wage-labour? Put simply, 

were those stallholders who barely subsisted through street 

trading and/or marginally supplemented household subsistence 

efforts, able to acquire wage employment? Tims, what were the 

stallholders' skills and their levels of education, and what 

were the factors that inhibited t heir occupational mobility? 



/ 

(iii) Which of the stallholders were likely not to survive as street 

traders and why? 

It is obvious that these questions are restricted to examining the 

position of stallholders. On another level, a similar approach is 

adopted to exwnine the position of those street traders who were 

employees. In this sub-sect ion I aim to illuminate the marginal 

positions that force such individuals to remain continuously dependent 

on stallholders who themselves either subsist or thrive upon the 

offerings of peripheral capitalism. 

STALLHOLDERS 

Most of the SO stallholders who were extensively interviewed expressed 

a desire to remain in street trading and build up on whatever vo]ume 

of trade they were then handling . With this thought in mind they 

remained ever hopeful of building up a bigger cl:ientele . In these often 

overstated remarks the stallholders were clearly expressing their 

entrenreneurial sentiments, thus reflecting on the economic values they 

had internalized and thrived upon. To this extent there could very .well 

arise the cften stated misconception that street trading is a legitimate 

alternative to wage employment, and as such it is a rewarding form of 

self-employment (see Souza and Tokman, 1976; Weeks 1973). 

Indeed, wnongst several stallholder s this did ap"!)ear to be the case. 

The fact that their households depended either fully or partly on street 

trading for their survival was partial proof of this assertion. Their 

ability to accommodate numbers of people, both kin and non-kin wi th:in· 

their househoJ.cls as well as reT11unerate some members for their labour 

adds to this contention. Tn addjtion, some ~talJ.holders were able to 
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purchase and maintain vehicles solely from stall takings. 

1\venty-one of the fifty stallholders, for instance, had vehicles, and 

also regular employees. Four stallholders out of this twenty-one had 

more than one vehicle, whilst nine had more than one employee working 

for them. The acquisition of vehicles by the stallholders was largely 

a result of the build-up of the stalls over the years. As the enter­

prises develop through time, stallholders endeavour continuously to 

make their operations more efficient and viable. One way of achieving 

this is by acquiring vehicles. 

From the early st~ge as stallholders , individuals often acquired push 

carts or wagons which were later replaced by horses and carts - a more 

spacious and exuensive fonn of transport. Although contemporary 

municipal by-laws have now made this widespread form of transport in 

Cane Town a legacy of the past, horses and carts when in use were 

often replaced by pick-up vans wherever possible. In short, these 

continuous replacements of forms of transport reflects for some stall­

holders a rise to self-sufficiency as budding entrepreneurs. 

The picture of stallholders as entrenreneurs becomes more complete when 

the labour of kin members from within the household becomes inadequate, 

and when the stallholder is in a position to use the labour of non-kin 

members. On a general level, it could be safely argued that the hiring 

of regular employees most often occurs at an advanced stage in a stall's 

development . Using hired labour for better efficiency and/or a wider 

distribution of produce is thus no doubt related to the profits 

extracted from the operation of the enterprise. In this respect there 

is a clear indication that street t rading can be a profitable exercise. 
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But amidst the nlUTlerous political econorr1ic forces that regulate street 

trading, the road towards establishing an enterprise of such a nature is 

obviously an arduous one. TI1e ethnographic data in the three preceding 

chapters confirm this. It was for reasons related to such factors that 

street traders had become so enduring and equally determined to remain 

self-employed. As one stallholder in Athlone remarked: 

"In :they (reference to local officials and businessmen) c.hcue me av.Jay 
finom wheJLe I am :t!Lacung now, and i6 :they -0:to p me oil.om -6 e,tt),ng up a 
-t,:ta..,U anywheJLe ne.M heJLe I will buy ano:theJL hoMe and c.a!L:t -00 :tha:t d 
dou no:t bec.ome :too expen-0ive :to do my-0ei.ling. Bu.:t I will no:t nen:t 
a -0hop bec.au-6e d i-6 :too muc.h bo:thell.a:tion". 

This was a statement made by one of the street traders who inherited a 

part of his parents' enterprise in the late 1930s and built it up 

thereafter from the little that he had. The background of 

this stallholder is largely representative of the experiences that .street 

traders undergo in their attempts to establish their independence. 

CASE 6.1 S.M. was an elderly man of 59 years of age and the most 
senior person in his household. He acquired the skills of 
street trading from early childhood. In 1947, he married 
at the age of 23 and thereafter received a fraction of his 
father's street trading enterprise as his legitimate share. 
He managed gradually to acquire a bigger clientele and thus 
slowly increased his capital outlay. From this period · 
until the early 1950s he traded on a door to door basis 
from baskets. In 1955 he purchased a pushcart, and two 
years later acquired a horse and cart. He retailed from 
the pushcart while his wife and two children did the same 
from the horse and cart. In 1963 he purchased a second 
team of horses a~d another cart, which he used himself. 
This venture ceased when the City Council started harassing 
all runners of horses and carts, and accused them of being 
too unhygienic in the maintenance of their animals and 
premises. By 1969 S.M. was forced to abandon his horse and 
cart and purchased a second-hand truck. During this time 
Athlone had a second supermarket added to its C.B .D. 
On the opening day of this supermarket , S.M. decided to set 
up a stall outside its oremises . 'J11c good support he 
received on this day from the public wooed him into return­
ing to the spot over the next few days, which in tun1 led to 
his "permanent" establishment there . 



Indeed, the circllll1stances in this case study reflect the for tunate 

position of an enterprising stallholder who was acquainted with no 

other skill, and who was never in the employment of someone else. If 

seen, for instance, in conjunction with Case 4.2 (Chapter Four) where 

the stallholders managed to purchase two vehicles, employ three 

individuals and support the entire household through the proceeds of 

the four stalls they operated, street trading would appear to be a 

profitable exercise. 

But the situation amongst these stallholders were exceptions and not a 

reflection of the general characteristics of the personal backgrounds 

of most stallholders. In both the cases cited above the stallholders 

had established themselves in Athlone - a uroclaimed Coloured area. 

This was the first favourable factor towards their entrenchment as 

successful street traders/stallholders . On another related front only 

one stallholder referred to was affected by the Group Areas Act (Case 

4.2). But fortunately, he was not beset with the burden of extreme 

financial hardship, and was able to establish his business within a 

period of a few years. 

·:..· 

In Sllll1ffiary thus the cases above reflect a situation where stallholders 

man.aged to establish for themselves a state of relative security. 

The contradiction, however , sets in when competent stallholders with 

similar histories and fairly high capital outlays are on the brink of 

being phased out. Although numerous factors such as their possession 

of transport and ability to hire labour might suggest at least a high 

turnover with a reasonable surplus value, their positions merely allowed 

economjc survival and not growth. Unlike their counterparts in Athlone· 

who were favoured by the political economic status of the area , the two 



stallholders who are discussed below were faced with conditions that 

were of quite an opposite nature. They were trading in a suburb that 

had a sizeable area reclaimed from a number of families classified 

Coloured, for White occupation. As former residents of the suburb 

they were forcibly moved to distant outlying C.T.C.C. housing areas . 

The consequences of these actions had brought untold misery to 

these stallholders, forced them into a position of marginality and into 

a more dependent relationship to sources of income earned outside of 

street trading. The case below provides an example. 

CASE 6. 2 A.D. was a SO year old stallholder who had lived in Claremont 
all his life. In 1980 he and his family were forced to move 
to Hanover Park under a Group Areas Act eviction order . 
Prior to the suburb being proclaimed "White", A.D . claimed 
that "the Jews" played a trick on the Coloured people. They 
sold houses to Coloured people at phenomenally high prices 
and re-purchased them at lower prices when they were forcibly 
removed. After the eviction order was served on him, .A.D. 
was notified that a City Council cottage was available 
to him in Hanover Park. A.D . immediately began to make 
renovations to the cottage before moving in . During the 
course of his renovations , A.D. 's neighbours in Hanover Park 
reported to have seen "Skollies" interfering with his premises 
and stealing his building material. This prompted A.D. to 
stay in his empty house together with his African employee 
until the renovations were complete . After moving into the 
cottage with his family , A.D. alleged that the "Skollies" 
approached him for protection fees, which they felt he could 
afford. His refusal to submit to their demands led to a very 
unpleasant first amt last week in Hanover Park, with a violent 
clash between himself and two members of the group. As a 
result the "Skollies" ganged up on the weekend and entered his 
bad.)'ard with pang as, guns and knives. A. D. escaped, but a 
great deal of dwnage was done to his furniture and doors. By 
the next day he had taken his family out of Hanover Park and 
left them in several places with friends and family . For the 
next two months A.D. slept in his van at the spot where 
he traded. By this time- he claimed to have spent and lost up 
to R4 000 in renovations and keeping his family in different 
places. By a stroke of luck A.D. was allocated a house in 
Mitchell 's Plain. A r ent of RS6 per month was required 
as opposed to the R15 per month he paid in Claremont; his 
travel ling expenses increased threefold to up to R40-RSO per 
week ; an extra R12 per week was needed for his school-going 
children who schooled in Wynberg, and another 3 hours per · day 
was added to his daily routine. With the profits from his 
stall J\ .D. was barely able to pay his monthly rent and cater 
for a few incidental needs. The remainder of the basic 
household needs wa s met through a monthly contribution 
from his son , ,.,,ho res ided and t aught at a school in 
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CASE 6.3 

Retreat. Under such tmcertain circlDT\stances, and in view 
of the fate that other stallholders had met (see case study 
below), A.D. predicted that he would hardly last another 2 
years as a stallholder. But he prayed ".:to AUah .:that my 
c.h;Udlten 1.:,:t.M;t ea1tni_ng and 1.:,uppolLt me wdlun the next o e.w 
y eaJtJ.:, " • 

O.M. lived in Claremont for 45 years until 1981. He had 
been involved in street trading since childhood. From the 
money he earned through street trading and from some of what 
he inherited from his parents, who had also been street 
traders, O.M. invested in a General Dealer's store in Clare­
mont in 1968. His eviction notice served under the Group 
Areas Act was first handed to him in 1976. He was to dis­
continue his business in his general dealer's store, and 
remove all his household belongings to a C.T.C.C. cottage 
allotted to him in Mitchell's Plain. However , O.M. only 
moved to Mitchell's Plain in September 1981. He claimed 
that the house, driveway and yard were all too cramped and 
small. In addition, he complained that his travelling 
expenses had risen phenomenally, that his working hours had 
greatly increased and that his schoolgoing children were 
finding extreme difficulty in travelling to their Wynberg 
school everyday. 
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O.M. managed to run his stall for only three weeks after he moved 
to Mitchell's Plain. Thereafter , he could not be contacted. 
But according to A.D. (above), O.M., for the first time in 
his working career, sought 1v3ge employment - in a finn that 
built swimming pools. His earnings apparently were "peanuts". 

It is possible, if looked at from the perspective of Case 6.3, that 

alternative sources of employment could be sought by the street traders 

if the situation demanded it. But this perhaps depends on two closely 

related factors. First is the issue of the current economic situation, 

and the availability of wage employment where street traders could 

seek refuge. And second is the issue of skills which they could effect­

ively utilize in the formal sector during times of stress and hardship 

as street traders. But a nLDT1ber of street traders were handicapped by 

the fact that they did not acquire any skills, and did not attain higher 

educational standards which could have earned them a more secure place in 

the wage labour sector. 



In reality, the factors that are mentioned above are contradictory and 

ambiguous particularly in the South African social formation. In 

addition, the boom period in the South African context does not 

necessarily imply that employment opportunities suddenly appear in 

abtµ1dance. 'Ibe most recent boom, 1979-1982, has shown that employment 

in certain sectors is not so readily available as the economic situation 

might suggest. 

To this extent stallholders often realized their worth in the labour 

market which catered for only a ljmited munber of the active labour 

force. It was thus a normative ideal amongst most, if not all, stall­

holders that they remained as street traders despite the perpetual 

uncertainties under which they operated. One informa11t once said: 

"You M.e., I wa.1tk ill by my,~eJ..6 M a hawk.eJr. and I've. got nobody to .otand in 
f,o!t me. J.,f, the. c.op.6 CW1.e..ot me. . But I uke. il be.c.aU.6 e. I am a boM a 6 my 
own and I make. enough to ke.e.p me. goJ.,ng f,oJt the. whale. we.e.k. It ,i_,,~ 
Jte.illy the. -Mme., no, even . bet:teJt than Wolz.Fung 601t .oome.one. e.l.6 e. . I 6 you 
do you aJte. twie.d by ;tJ.,me. , do moJz.e. wo1tk than you .ohould and .otill get 
undeJtpaid. And whe.n the. f)J.,Jtm JtUn.6 .oholz.t 06 wo1tk you jU.6t get kic.fz.e.d 
Mound until. you de.ude. you c.an 't tafz.e. anymo.1te. , oJt they .6-<.mpf..y 6J.,Jz.e. 
you. Th.M happe.ne.d to me. .60 many ;tJ.,me..o al/te.ady. God heJ..p me. J.,f, I 
wo1tk 60ft a Bo eJt again". 

'Ibis statement of resentment is .in fact a direct reflection of most of 

the stallholders' attitudes towards wage employment. More particularly, 

however, the remark is one which was often repeated in similar tenns by 

those stallholders who were formerly wage earners, and who have turned 

against wage employment as an avenue of income . In a m.unber of instances 

the street traders who were previously wage employees and had acquired 

artisan skills , were hard hit by the fact that their labour was in demand 

mainly in the northern parts of the Republic, and to a much 

lesser extent within the Peninsula. 'Ibe case of A.D ., for instance, 

reflects the limited range of alternatives that are open to artisa11s of 

skills and years of experience in a trade such as ,ve lding. Employment 
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was available to A.D., but the difficulty was that it was a great 

distance away from his home and family. For him to have opted for such 

a measure would have resulted in a loss of his C.T.C.C. house, and it 

could take him years to qualify for another - in view of the drastic 

housing shortage, not to mention a break from his time-honoured ties 

with kith and kin in the Peninsula. Alternative employment was not, 

therefore, seen as a viable option. 

Other stallholders , on the other hand, were placed in an equally if not 

more precarious position with regard to alternative employment. TI1ese 

were the individuals who were doubly unfortunate in that they were often 

handicapped by low educational levels and low levels of skill. Stumbling 

blocks to their range of alten1atives were numerous and diverse. 

CASE 6.4 

CASE 6.5 

A.M. was a stallholder who operated in partnership with 
another individual. He had attended school until Std VIII 
but withdrew at the age of fourteen. For the following two 
years A.M. remained unemployed , but earned himself pocket 
money by doing odd jobs - particularly painting when people 
offered to hire him. After acquiring wage employment in 
two firms between 1969 and 1972, A.M. found employment in a 
lock and safe company in central Cape Town. His duties were 
of the nature of a semi-skilled artisan. However, after 
several years of service A.M. found his position as an 
employee increasingly unacceptable. He said he was being 
oven~orked and underpaid. After approaching his employers 
for an increase in his wage he was refused. A.M. re-assessed 
his position within the firm. He continued to look for 
alternative employment in other firms, but without success. 
Two months later he resigned . In spite of intensive attempts 
to find employment over the next six months however , A.M. was 
unsuccessful. He attributed hjs failure to the situation 
that not many firms did his type of work, which therefore 
reduced his chances of finding employment in a similar field. 
It was then that A.M. decided to venture into street trading. 

M.J. was a blocklayer who hailed from the Eastern Cape . He 
was classified "African" , and his presence in the Peninsula 
was illegal . M.J. 's chances of legally acquiring employment 
were nil, and for this reason M.J. refrained from seeking 
employment in firms that would have demanded his pass for 
regjstration purposes. He chose to r emajn as a mobile street 
trader and evade the l aws that would have deported him back 
to the Eastern Cape ant.I denied him a chance to profit from 
his weaving talents. 
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On a general level it is obvious from these brief illustrations that 

street trading to these street traders meant one of two things. Firstly, 

it was the preferred avenue of employment to those street traders who 

had acquired the skills of operating a stall from their household 

members at an early age. Although wage employment was perhaps within 

reach of a number of such street traders there hardly appeared a need 

for them to make this a priority. Two factors were obviously in their 

favour. First, most if not all were fortunate enough to inherit 

fractions of divided but "established" enterprises , which enabled them 

to work with relative convenience towards the positions in which they 

were. And second, the apparent position of the street traders, parti­

·cularly those retailing fruit and vegetables - prior to the intervention 

of supermarkets - was relatively free of the bureaucratic constraints 

that so inhibit them presently. 'Ine implication in this latter point 

is that not all stallholders had progressed to the extent that 

their positions as street traders remained unaffected by supennarket 

penetration into fruit and vegetable retail. In cases such as that of 

A.D., for instance, there is ample evidence to suggest that his future 

as a street trader has less than a 50% chance of surviving. 'Inis is 

not merely hypothetical since the similar circumstances of O.M. _ has, 

shown that when street traders are affected by such demoralizing forces, 

street trading can. turn out to be even less than a mere subsistence­

oriented activity. It becomes impossible for a stall to be viably 

operated when the stallholder is forcibly relocated to live in an area 

that requires him to commute at least 10 tim_es his nonnal distance , and 

which consequently raises his expenses by a similar proportion . 

Secondly, street trading has proved to be in the eyes of many stall­

holders, a l egit imate alternative or supplementary activity to wage 

employment . It has allowed the numerous stallholders who were formerly 



wage employees - and frustrated over their constraints - a chance to 

reassert their individualities by establishing themselves as independent 

breadwinners. The implication is that stallholders were able to 
f 

/ manoeuvre in their choice of employment or evade the horrors of 

unemployment. To this extent they were free to overate in a manner that 

best suited their circumstances. They traded on: 

(i) a full-time basis to meet mainly their household needs ; 

(ii) a part-time basis to meet mainly their personal subsistence 

needs, or supplement household subsistence efforts, and/or 

(iii) a mobile basis to either evade the law or establish a clientele 

from whom they were assured of getting support. 

EMPLOYEES 

It was obvious from the case studies in the three preceding Chapters 

that most stallholders paid those whom they employed only meagre 

sums in cash or kind. But yet the latter had still held on to their 

positions either in the hope of possibly eking out more from their 

employers or merely content in the capacities in which they were 

employed. Wh.atever their situations, one connnon but significant point 

was clearly discernible : they had taken to this form of employment out 

of necessity, and they had remained in it because it was often the only · 

avenue of employment open to them. This assertion stands out e:>eplicitly 

mnongst those children who commuted from the underdeveloped Black town­

ships within the Peninsula to the better developed White suburbs such 

as Claremont (see Cases 5.6 and 5.7); and the younger employees who 

irrnnigrated from distant areas to seek employment within the "booming" 

city of Cape Town (see Cases 3. 16 and 3.17). 
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The children who cormnuted to Claremont were well awan~ of their status 

as "Black" individuals, and of the impossibility of their acquiring better 

employment at their age. These were the individuals who were often 

the targets and victims of the Hawkers Squad. It was obvious from the 

attitude of these officials that their continuous harassment of these 

children - who mostly appeared in the ambiguous role of "commission 

se~lers" in Claremont for the fruit and vegetable stallholders - was 

one way of frustrating the latter out of their livelihoods. Indeed, 

the stallholders believed this. As one once remarked: 

"They Me. doing tlu!.:, be.c.aw.,e. we. Me. CbloWl..e.d. They took. a.way my hoMe. 
a.nd they too/2. a.way my 1.ihop . And now they tAXtnt to c.ha.1.ie. me. a.wa.y 611.om 
C !Me.mo nt" • 

After shaking his head in self-pity and disgust, he said: 

"You jMt c.a.n ';t w.m wah the.J.i e. ba.1.i.ta.Jtdl.i". 

The same stallholder defended his and the other stallholders' employment 

of the young Black children, saying that had they not employed the 

children they would go without food for the day. "They would 1.i.ta.Jtve." , 

he said. 

However, in an interview with the sergeant in charge of the Hawkers 
·:,. 

Squad, a totally contradictory statement was made to legitimize their 

harassment and the way in which they chased the children around the 

busy bus terminal/railway staion complex in their bids to arrest them. 

"The.1.ie. c.lul.dll.e.n 1.ihoul..d be. in 1.ic.hool" the sergeant said , "they Me. the. 

pic.k.poc.k.w and the. one.1.i who c.aM e. the. .t.Mubie. in the. Me.a". There 

could perhaps be some truth in this statement, but after speaking to 

commuters, shopkeepers and assistants within the target area, no support 

for this view was found. 
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In the light of the abm'e , if one takes into account the often nonsensi­

cal statements made by t he protagonists of apartheid, then the position 

of the police official as "an Afrikaner" is clearly understood. For 

him to suggest that the children should be at school was a sensible 

statement to make . But in view of the circumstances that surround the 

plight of those classified ''Black", schooling is a luxury and often 

beyond the reach of the majority of th:is classified group. The 

children's endeavours to seek employment amongst stallholders is thus 

directly related to their marginalised existences and the lack of 

schooling facilities which are often too e:xpensive for them to attend . 

CASE 6.6 

CASE 6.7 

N.G . was an eleven year old boy who travelled on a daily 
basis from Nyanga with two other friends to work for the 
fruit and vegetable stallholders in Claremont . His father 
was employed by a local construction company earning R28 
per week, whilst his mother, unable to find full-time 
employment , was forced to take on piece work - but only 
when it was made available to her. The work was usually 
related to normal domestic chores which seldom , if ever, 
earned her more than RZ,50 per day. There was no school 
close enough for N.G . to attend , and he claimed that he 
seldom started off the day with any breakfast. Neither 
were his parents in a position to support either him or 
his brother and a sister in school. Thus, whatever little 
N.G . earned was handed over to his mother to meet their 
incidental expenses. 

F.R. was a thirteen year old boy who completed his first 
five years in primary school. Circumstances at his home, 
however, forced him to withdraw from school. Together 
they were five in the family , and had no father. With his 
sister being married and not a member of the household and 
his elder brother living in the Transvaal, F.R. had to make 
some attempt to contribute towards the well-being of his 
household of four - having two younger brothers . F.R. 's 
mother was a domestic servant who earned R110 per month , 
whilst he hjmself earned R20 µer week. He was fortunate 
enough to have been given a place to stay :in his employer ' s 
household, and he visited his mother during weekends only. 
Knowing the plight of his family , F.R. avoided being lavish 
w:ith his money. He handed the major part of his earnings 
to his mother and stressed that he would like to return to 
school in 1982 . But this would only have been possible if 
circumstances allowed his mother to save enough for the 
forthcoming year. · 
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Much to the disappointment of those employees who immigrated long 

distances to Cape Town, their expectations and hopes of find ing 

financially rewarding employment were never met . Worse still , they 

had extreme difficulty in finding shelter . This prompted them to 

accept the first offers of employment made to them. (See cases below) . 

CASE 6.8 

CASE 6.9 

N.G., a nineteen year old Black from Kimberley discontinued 
school in Std VII. He had done so for two reasons. First, 
Africans who went well into secondary school still ended up 
being employed in the mines with ra-rely any compensation 
for their education. This held no attraction for N.G. 
Secondly, his father ' s income hardly provided for more than 
incidental expenses . Through hearsay, he l eft for Cape Town 
in 1979 , hoping to seek employment as a painter . But he was 
unaware of the fact that being "African" he would be forbidden 
to reside in the Cape Peninsula . His disappointment and 
desperation forced him to accept a job as a domestic servant. 
Herc he was given a place to sleep , three meals per day and 
R30 per month. After six weeks he was recorrunended by his 
employer to her brother - who was then N.G . ' s employer. He 
was told that his duties would entail that of a delivery man 
only , an initial wage of RSO per month, and a better place 
to stay . By September 1981, he was still earning RSO per 
month, which made it virtually impossible for hjm to remit 
on a reguJar monthly basis to his parents . He did manage, 
however, to send home postal orders on a bi-monthly basis. 
In what appeared to be his biggest gift to a member of his 
family, N.G. proudly said that at the end of 1981 he bought 
a suit for his younger brother . 

A.N., a sixteen year old Coloured youth from Ceres was bon1 
and raised on an orange fann. He went to school until Std 
VI, but withdrew after his parents thought it advisable for 
him to find employment in order to supplement his father ' s 
income of R35 per week as a fann hand. Employment opportu­
nities in Ceres were , hmvever, limited. A.N. worked for 
t wo years on the fann on which his father was employed, 
earning R12 per week. During this time , his mother died . 
A.N. then reviewed his situation and decided to leave for 
Cape Town in 1978, and hopefully to find employment in a 
factory . Desperation , hm·1ever , led him to accept the first 
job offered to him in a shop in Stellenbosch, where he was 
paid RSS per month. After a while he felt the situation 
unbearable and decided to leave . His plight, however , was 
in no way improved , since a l ack of accommodation forced 
him to shelter under trees in the open. Once aga:in, 
desperation led him to accept employment in another shop in 
Rylands - a proclaimed Group Arca for Indians - where he was 
paid R35 per month, given a place to stay and three meals 
per day. ·nwough chance, however , A. N. learnt that a street 

155. 



r 

trader was offering a job similar to his current employment, 
but with a wage of R70 per month. He applied and was given 
the job. His increased wage was a great relief and he 
managed to send regular postal orders to the value of RSS 
per month to his father in Ceres. 

It is obvious from the case studies above that both individuals had left 

their natal districts at quite early ages in search of employment . They 

did it at the expense of their educational careers in the hope of evading 

their unrewarding economic surroundings, and to supplement the subsistence 

efforts of their parental households. But their aspirations were only 

partly met. Together with these misfortunes was their desperation to 

be employed. It was these factors that forced them into a dependancy 

relationship with their employers - characterized by a nominal monthly 

wage, food and shelter. 

Put together, the various case studies presented in this chapter illus­

trate the hardships that numerous street traders undergo. It is clear 

that to many , alternative employment was not within easy reach . For 

both stallholders and employees, the range of alternatives were minimal. 

And yet there are still numerous other factors, such as housing, access 

to retail commodities and qualifying for trade licences, especially if 

one is classified "African", that add to their plight ru1d perpetuate 

their misery . Collectively, this range of factors warrants a broader 

discussion, which is attempted in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

CONCLUSION 

In the introduction to this thesis , I argued that marginalisation theory 

could usefully be applied to the study of stallholders . In order to 

assess the validity of such an application , we need to answer the 

·followjng questions : 

(i) What assertions can legitimately be made on the basis of the 

ethnographic data? 

(ii) Has marginalisation theory helped us to avoid the limitations 

of the paradigms that we discussed earlier? and 

(iii) Is it a tool of analysis that would be useful for further 

research in the 11 infonnal sector", especially in the South 

African social formation? 

In Chapter One I criticised the ' ·conventional "informal sector" analyses 

as highly descriptive and for assuming tha.t "informal activities" were 

necessarily small scale, dependent on family labour for efficiency, 

and provided opportunities for the unemployed . Basing their analyses 

on these assumptions, writers further assumed that all individuals 

m the 11 infon11al sector" are self-employed, and that they suffer from 

l ack of finance and access to the products they either produce or 

retail. In effect these analyses took for granted the labour force 

characteristics of 11 i nfonnal activities" , and in addition avoided a.nalysis 
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of the collective subsistence efforts of household members. 

Because of these assumptions, Hart (1971), Weeks (l 973), Souza and 

Tokman (1976), Moser (1977; 1979) the I.L.O. and P.R.E.A.L.C. amongst 

others, emphasise the role of the state, the political-economic 

conditions under which the ."informal sector" operates, and the ways 1n 

which it remains subordinate to the ongoing process of capitalist 

reproduction. But the~ fail to illustrate how these conditions affect 

the daily life situations of the individuals who constitute their target 

group. 

In contrast to these conventional dualist analyses of the "informal sector" 

this thesis aimed to 

1. work towards a reformulation of the "infonnal sector" concept using 

a modified theoretical framework (see Chapter One). · Tims I argued 

that a theory of marginalisation is best suited to contextualise the 

activities and household formations of individuals in the"infonnal 

sector''; 

2. render an account of the particular exploitative factors that 

strengthen, maintain and perpetuate the political economy of the 

South African social formation (see Chapter Two); and 

3. show the range of issues that makes street trading and the "inforn1al 

sector" in general more diverse than it is often taken to be 

·(see Chapters 3, 4, 5 and 6). 
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The first significant point to emerge from this approach is the wide 

variation in street trader operations. For instance, the significance 

of the stalls to the self-employed stallholders and their households 

suggested that they were often dependent for their cash income on more 

than one stall, and also on wage remittances. 

This directs our attention to a crucial point the scale of operation. 

An investigation into the capital outlays and the number of stalls/ 

stallholders demonstrated that there were discrepancies in the scales 

of operations. TI1e amounts invested by "small" and "big" traders varied 

by as much as 1 000%. With such a large discrepancy , it would be senseless 

to suggest that an "informal acitivity" , like street trading, is always 

and everywhere a "small scale" activity . 

The various writers who· take the "small scale" vjew fail to stipulate 

just what the limits of "small scale" arc, and thus overlook a crucial 

point that contributed towards a broader understanding, namely the 

diversity that characterises sti'eet trading. An example of such an 

oversight is the work of Long and Richardson (1979) which examines how 

"small scale" petty producers in Central Peru expand their enterprises 

by establishjng similar additional set-ups away from the mother enterprise. 

Long m1d Richardson failed to perceive that this constituted, in fact, 

variations in the scale of operations. In clinging to ·the notion of 

"small scale", they failed to explain how entrepreneurs who set up 

additional stalls could afford to do so, and yet remain, by their 

definition, "small", when there were others who could not afford to do 
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the same, and clearly are "small". 

These are the kinds of issues that need to be examined if we are to 

avoid false designations of homogeneity. One way of doing this is to 

begin with a basic unit of analysis such as the stall. The diversity 

that this entity is likely to reveal, when seen in relation to household 

structures and scales of operation, will demonstrate the inadequacy of 

ascribing an "odd job" classification to heterogeneous activities such 

as street trading. More importantly, however, as this thesis argues, 

the diversity will elucidate how an activity such as street trading is 

f1.lllctional to capitalist reproduction not simply in providing cheap 

services for low income groups, but in providing a base for individuals 

who : 

1. accept arid inten1alizc economic values that are concomitant with 

capitalist reproduction ; and 

2. abhor the system of White-controlled educational and employment 

facilities, and demonstrate their refutation by not seeking them 

or withdrawing their affiliation from them, and by taking up 

positions in the "informal sector" . 

? 

The application of marginaJisation theory thus reflects directly on the 

peculiarities of the South African political economy. It has contributed 

towards transcending the constrictive tendencies of those analyses that 

were criticised , and has helped to identify three main issues :-
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(i) the unique. character of each suburb that was surveyed 

(ii) street traders as both self-employed and employees and 

(iii) collective efforts to maximize gain through co-operation . 

The population, organisation, and ·distribution of fixed stalls within 

the C.B.D. 1 s of the three suburbs depended largely on which population 

group compriseJ the predominant business entrepreneurs . In those areas 

where the C. B. D. 1 s were proclaimed for l1n1i te entrepreneurship (Wynberg 

and Claremont) , businessmen were , for the most part, unsympathetic to 

street traders. Several shop proprietors or managers did, however, allow 

a few traders to set up their stalls in front of their premises. But 

geneTally unsympathetic attitudes forced the street traders into lanes, 

sidewalks, and street corners, in positions that were considered least 

provocative to businessmen and officials . The C.B.D. of Athlone , on 

the other hand, presented a more casual and free atmosphere in its trading 

patterns . In most cases streef· traders opex:ated at will from spots that 

would not be tolerated in Wynberg and Claremont . The advantage of this 

suburb to street traders was that most 11formal 11 businesses were run by 

members of the Coloured and Indian corrnnuni ties . TI1ese businessmen were 

often known for the sympathy and solidarity they expressed for the street 

traders. Some businessmen did , however , express opposition to the street 

traders, but said that they were forced to accommodate them because street 

traders tended to become violent and destructive if shop owners adopted a 

negative attitude towards them; and second , they said that as 11Coloureds" 
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they could not muster the .clout that the White businessmen could to get 

the law to oust the street traders from the ·suburb. 

Put together, these statements draw our attention to two important 

aspects : 

Ci) the character of the three suburbs and their relationship to 

the Group Areas Act ; and 

(ii) the constrictive legislative devices that regulate street 

trading. 

On these two aspects three significant points can be made . Firstly, it 

was the Group Areas Act , together with other legislative devices , that 

led to drastic disruption amongst street traders. What is significant 

here is the discrepm1cy between an estimate made before it was declared 
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a White area, that there were at least 2 000 hawkers in District Six alone , 

and the figure for October 1981 ''when only 2 310 hawkers bcences had been 

issued by the Trade Licences Department for the whole of Cape Town (see p.ss) 

Secondly, it was these aspects that led to them being overcrowded within 

the vestigial trading spaces. ~d thirdly, these factors led to them 

being so marginalised as to be reduced to the level of mere subsistence ; 

or alternatively allowed them to accumulate larger amounts of cash , hut 

yet kept them marginalised by forcing them to redistribute resources 

within large households. As a response, thus, street traders, like other 

victims of the interlocking racist system, have devised numerous ways of 

coping w.ith their problems (G. Gerry, 1979; Spiegel, 1979 ; Murray , 1981). 



In all three suburbs, Athlone 1 Wynberg and Clarerr1ont , street traders, 

who appeared in varying capacities , used the opportunities of street 

trading as one way of complementing their personal and household 

subsistence efforts . Their use of such opportunities has been demon­

strated in all the case studies whether as self employed or employees, 

and also in the co-operative measures that they have adopted . 

Amongst those street traders who were employed, a wide range of 
I 

features characterised their individual backgrounds and places of 

work . From this~ one corrnnon but significant conclusion can be drawn 

that they were remunerated in ways that forced them into a dependency 

relationship with their employers. Payment for their services in kind 

(food and shelter) proved to be an attractive alternative to migrants 

as well as Capetonians who could not find employment elsewhere . Regular 

payment in cash was an advantage to them, but especially to those mj grant 

workers who sought to supplement their families ' subsistence efforts 

(Cases 3.15 and 3.1 6). 

The circumstances of the migrant street traders' employees provide 

significant and pathetic case studies. Both A.D. (Case 3.15) and N.G. 

(Case 3.16), for instance, took solace in the hope that some day they 

would acquire more financially rewarding employment and thus be able 

to remit more to thejr families . However , whilst this was theoretically 

possible, N.G. was becoming increasingly afraid of the authorities 

catching up with him and repatriating him to Kjrnberley under the influx 

control regulations . Like other illegal Blacks in the Peninsula , N.G . 

was haw1tcd by the thought of being forcibly returned to an environment 

163. 



that offered him no prospect of tenable employment in terms of 

reasonable wages and working conditions . 

Other street trader employees were also classified "Black" but came 

from within the Peninsul a . They were mainly children under the age 

of 15 years who conunuted between the Black townships and the White 

areas. What was significant in these children ' s endeavours was that 

they travelled and worked together in groups simply to earn themselves 

a meal for the day . 

( In terms of the broader political-economic issues, these children and 

migrants were part of the thousands if not millions of under-privileged 

South Africans from the marginalised households of the rural and urban 

proletariat. 

Under these circumstances they tried to eke out a living for themselves 

as well as contribute in cash towards their fan1ilies ' subsistence efforts . 

' ' But, as the ethnographic data reveals, not always were they able to 

accomplish both goals . Only one was able to remit to his father on a 

r egular monthly basis (Case 3.1 5) , another gave most of his money to 

his mother in the hope that she would be able to save for his schooling 

(Case 5.8), whilst another managed to remit to his parents in Kimberley 

on a bi-monthly basis (Case 3.17) . But the rest earned a bare minimum 

(in kind) that scarcely kept them alive. Broadly speaking , these 

individuals were forced into street trading by circumstance . They 

represented the vast numbers of South Africans who are deliberately denied 

a proper education , and are being forced into the r anks of the marginalised 
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masses. 

Amongst those street traders who were self-employed there was just 

as diverse a set of issues contributing to their peculiaritjes as 

street traders . In short, street trading offered them the opportunity 

to : 

1. assert themselves as individuals especially if they had become 

dependent on wage employment ; ru1d 

2. supplement their individual and household income-generating efforts. 

Point (1) above brings into focus a wide range of factors that motivated 

individuals to become street traders . On the one hand, the ethnographic 

data shows that there were many street traders who inherit their 

enterprises from their parents after ljfe-1ong participation within them. 

These individuals were never inclined to take up any other forn1 of 

employment. On the other hand there were individuals who became street 

traders as a result of their despondency about wage employment either 

because of low wages and e:>...'J)loi tat ion, or because they had become 

frustrated by the d:i fficul ty of finding wage employme!1t. Further numerous 

individuals who weTe wage employees took up street t rading as an 

additional activity to supplement their household wage earnings . 
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Although the reasons for stallholders taJdng up street trading were 

diver?e, what was common to their efforts as street traders ,vas their 

various fonns of co-operation. The l evel of co-operation is, however , 

predicated upon various difficulties that they encountered. Hand icapped by 



their limited individual capital resources they were aware of the 

difficulty of competing against big businesses that had a bigger buying 

potential, enjoyed the privilege of huge discounts and had a virtual 

monopoly over most items. Street traders have to pay much higher prices 

for the same produce. In response to this a number of them pool their 

resources in a limited form of co-operative. TI1eir main objective is 

to buy in bulk to save, but this was not always possible. In the story 

related by B.A. (Case 4.9), for instance, many co-operatives still fail 

in their objectives, whilst supennarkets continue to enjoy the privilege 

of huge discounts. 

Other significant forms of co-operation amongst the street traders· were 

seen in the ways they collaborated with one another out of mutual 

interest. In Wynberg there were the part-time small traders who depended 

on the middle and big traders for the purchase and transport of their 

produce. In retun1 small traders helped their bigger counterparts , 

unloading and even selling their surplus produce (Cases 4.7 and 4.8). 

In the case of H.M. (Case 4. 3) there was a significant purchasing 

co-operative made up of a group of six brothers, whilst in the case of 

A.M. (Case 4. 4) there was an equally important pact between himself and 

N.M. as half partners in the store . Similar circumstances featured 

amongst numerous other stallholders in Athlone . S. P. (Case 3.9) and 

S.T. (Case 3.11) were members of different purchasing co-operatives 

whilst A.G. (Case 3.13) was part of a group of women who operated together 

as a foursome. . In Claremont the flower sellers engaged in slightly . 

different but nonetheless significant forms of co-operation. TI1c group of 

stalll1olders to which Mrs A.M. (Case 5. 5) belonged operated as a close-kn.it 
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network of flower sellers. They standardized prices and ran their 

stalls efficiently by assisting one another with their t asks. The 

stall to which T.E. and J.O. (Case 5. 6) were attad1ed illustrates 

yet another fonn of co-operation. It was essentially an expression 

o{ solidarity by B.R. (Case 5.4) with two Black individuals ,vho were 

struggling to earn a living and who sold flowers as disguised stall­

holders for fear of being harassed by local officials . For similar 

reasons M.J. (Case 4.11) and M.A . (Case 4 .1 2) felt it safer to be 

mobile traders, but, significantly, each was part of a group of retailers 

who took solace in one another 's insecurity as illegal migrants. 

In sum, these varying fonns of co-operation are important features of 

the street traders' efforts to cope with their working environment . 

In addition, the street traders are equally co-operative and helpful 

in another domain, as householders.. S.M. (Case 3. 3) , for instance, 

had within his extended household his employees , an w1married son , 

a divorced daughter and her children , and a married son with his 
,:;_. 

wife and children . S. I. (Case 3.7), became part of a matrifocal set-up 

after his parents ' household became over-crowded with his wife and children. 

The divorced daughter of S.M. was forced out of her C.T.C.C. flat and 

into her father ' s household because she had no source of income , whilst 

S. I. was on the waiting list for a C. T.C.C . housing unit in Athlone 

for more than three years. What was significant in the l atter 's case 

however , was that whilst he waited anxiously for a house of his own 

from the C.T .C.C ., he was apprehensive about accepting it because of the 

allegedly continuous escalation in rates and falsely inflated water nnd 
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electricity bills. Significant in all these situations is that their 

problems were directly related to the housing shortage in the Peninsula. 

In addition to problems associated with the housing shortage , many street 

traders had suffered the consequences of the Group Areas Act. Whilst 

A.D. (Case 6.2) still retained his stall after being affected by the 

Group Areas Act, O.M. (Case 6.1) had failed to do so. In the case of 

A.D., however, it was the regular contributions from his government­

employed son that helped him to remain as a street trader, whilst O.M. 

enjoyed no such support. But A.D. saw little chance of continuing as 

1 G8 . 

a street trader for much longer. He blamed it all on his forced resettle­

ment in Mitchells Plain which led to an escalation in his operational costs. 

As a broad generalisation it is possible to say that the levels of 

co-operation observed are directly related to the exploitative factors 

to which street traders are subjected. Yow1g employees who hail from 

the marginalised households of the rural and urban proletariat were 
·::.· 

forced to sacrifice their education in their attempts to ·supplement 

household incomes or eam themselves a meal for the day. These individuals 

were denied proper educational facilities and their parents were subjected 

to work for mere survival wages. MaJ1y young independent stallholders 

withdrew from school for similar reasons, whilst others resigned from wage 

employment because of exploitation and low wages . 

As parents and stallholders they had to ensure , either through street 

trading or elsewhere , that every effort was being ma.de to provide for 

their families . In Jddition, a number of t hem, as senior household member s , 



had to bear the brw1t of dispossession Wl(ler the Group Areas Act and 

influx control regulations which forced them to make difficult 

adjustments to their income generating efforts . 

Whatever its shortcomings , co-operation amongst the street traders 

presents itself, both in the trading environment and in households, as 

a response to harsh political-economic constraints. By ;forming purchasing 

co-operatives the street traders were sometimes able to earn for themselves 

discoW1ts which were generally confined to the big chain stores. It is 

because of the presence of chain stores that the pioneering street traders 

have been drastically reduced in number . 

On another level, co-operation within households brings into focus the 

often over-crowded conditions under which the marginalised masses l ive . 

But overcrowding and big households are just as much a response to, and 

should therefore be seen in the l ight of, the political-economic factors 

that are r esponsible for the housing shortage , exploitative low pajd 

wage employment, and the chronically high W1ernployment situation . 

Thus to r eturn to the second question((ii) above page1s1) , marginalisation 

theory has , within its limits, transcended the paradigms criticised 

earlier by allowing us to focus attention on a significant issue such as 

co-operation and to relate it directly to the wider issues that shape and 

determine its character. 

In broader terms it serves as a useful tool of analysis (question 1ii 

above page1~1) , espccjally for the South African situation , since it throws 
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light on six important areas in which there is a need for .further 

research 

1. the conditions and extent to which cha.in-stores establish 

preferential access to basic retail connnodities l 

2. the role of women and children in the informal sector 

3. the effects of forced removals under the Group Areas Act 

on its victims, coupled with the allegations that rents, 

• water and electricity accounts of C. T. C. C. housing uni ts 

arc falsely inflated; 

4. the sharing of domestic resources within over-crowed house­

holds and the extent to which people outside the nuclear 

families are incorporated ; 

5. the different types of co-operation 1n the infonnal sector 

and 

6. if goverrunent policy to reduce the inflow to urban areas 

is to continue, then the need for more employment 

opportunities for both the rural and urban proletariat 

needs to be examined . In this regard however, more 

intensive and extensive assessments need to be made of the 

rural environment and its productive ca!)abilities , and 

suitable recommendations made, if the inflow of rural dwellers 
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into the urban areas is to be safely reduced. 

In short, these six areas in which research needs to be done direct 

our attention to the various fonns of structural violence that are 

characteristic of the South African social fonnation. It is within 

this context that research and policy recorrunendations about the infonnal 

sector should be made. Individuals in this sphere of production are 

an integral part of a wider ·system and should be seen in this light. 

Calling for a repeal of legislative devices that compel street traders 

to move one hundred metres every hour, or which forbid them from 

trading on Municipal property is insufficient. It is against the 

background of the broader political-economic issues that produce and 

determine the character of this mode of production and the factors 

that influer.ce their daily lives that the " infonnal sector" shoul.:l be 

studied. 
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· APPENDIX I 

My fieldwork lasted for approximately seven months - between June 1981 

and February 1982. In June 1981 I carried out a preliminary investigation 

into the items that street traders retailed, and their distribution in 

each of the three suburbs . At this stage it was difficult for me to 

ascertain how I was to gather information from the maximtm1 number of 

street traders, since they came from numerous districts. But the problem 

did not take long to resolve. 

On my first trip to Athlone I visited the police station, to find out 

about police attitudes towards the street traders. A policeman offered 

to take me on a tour of the area and introduced me to several street 

traders. Being familiar with and sympathetic to the street traders, he 

was widely respected and well received . This was of tremendous advantage 

to me. When I e:x.'})lained the purpose of my presence the street traders 

spoke freely and spontaneously . 

In lVynberg I was a familiar sight to the street traders because I lived 

close to where the majority set up their stalls. After making friends 

with many of them, I was able to gather a great deal of information on 

their personal backgrounds through conversations alone . Street traders 

related to me easily because they accepted me as more of a friend than 

an out-of-town observer. 

In Claremont, however , I was not known to any of the street traders and 

was forced to be more formal in my approach. It was here that I first 

experienced a backlash from two traders, independently of one another . 

'D1ey were two Black women who thought I asked too many questions and was 

taking up too much of their time . I later learned that both had been 



forbidden to trade in the area because they were Black and so they feared 

that I might report them to the authorities . Most other street traders 

responded well to my questions and statements. 

Although most of my interviews were conversational they were orchestrated 

t o bring out the information that I needed. My interview schedules 

appear below : 

INTERVIEW SCHEDULES 

CENSUS SCHEDULE : Responses from 11 4 street traders . 

1. Demographic data - particularly on their distribution in each area . 

2. Value of stock and material Possessions in relation to stalls - motor 
vehicles , wagons and shelves . 

3. Co-operatives - purchasing; price regulation . 

4. Capacity as street traders - whether self-employed or not. 

S. Other sources of income . 

STATIONARY AND rvDBILE SCHEDULE Responses from 78 stationary traders and 
18 mobile traders . 

1. Previous place of employment ; reason for taking to street trading. 

2. Family assistants and employe'es . 

3. Group Areas Act; place of residence. 

4. Association with informal co-operatives . 

s. Number of working days per week , and hours of work . 

6. Age; Educational standards. 

7. Size of household, and additional sources of income . 

8. Number of stalls and value of stocks . 

9. Street trading - its perceived importance and future . 

8'1PLOYEES SCHEDULE : Responses from 18 individuals. 

1. Previous pl::i.cc of employment . 

2. Standard of education. 
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3. Natal districts. 

4. Why employed by street traders . 

5. Parental household sizes and income. 

6. Personal wages . 

7. Contribution to parental household. 

8. Conditions of place of residence, meals. 

9. _Responsibilities at work . 

10. Alternative sources of income . 
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