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One of the most intriguing but challenging facets of A Kalahari Family is the way in 

which it draws upon a variety of academic discourses. The aspiration of the first part of 

this literature review is to detail the various debates in which the series is part and parcel 

to. They are: Bushman or "San" studies, anthropology and visual anthropology. 

BUSHMAN/SAN STUDIES 

In the following pages I hope to provide an outline of the complex and rich history of the 

indigenous inhabitants of southern Africa but first there must be a clarification of terms. 

Throughout history and today, various names have been applied to southern Africa's 

endemic people; Bosmanneken, Bosjeman, Bushman, San, and their cultural band names 

such as !Kung, Khwe, Khoe, etc. An etymological investigation into these terms reveals 

the prevailing thought and attitude towards these individuals. Below, I discuss the 

engenderment of these terms and the reasons for their incorporation into various 

vernaculars. Herein and throughout this dissertation, I will largely be referencing the 

JU/'hoansi, but, will use the term San to reference the larger ethnic grouping found 

throughout southern Africa. However, there are several instances where I use 

"Bushman" or "Bushmen" in reference to the theories, paradigms and stereotypes which 

capitalize on a monolithic and mythic Bushman. 

Like much of the colonized world, the history of the San is marred by "Eurocentrism." 

Though the San had "history," meaning herein knowledge of their forbearers and 

preceding events, their ideologies, methodologies and over arching cosmologies diverged 

so profoundly from the colonial discourse of history, that San history was left out of the 

written record. As Peter Ekeh writes in his article, "European Imperialism and the Ibadan 

School of History," "The leading mantra of these ideologies of imperialism was the 

contention that Africa and Africans had no history and civilizations of their own 

making. ,,38 Not surprisingly, the initial history of the San correlated to the arrival of 

Europeans and the written record. Questions such as, what constitutes a San individual? 

38 Peter Ekeh, "European Imperialism and the Ibadan School of History," Conference, 
Problematising History and Agency: From Nationalism to Subalternity. 22-24 October 1997. 
(Center of African Studies: University of Cape Town, South Africa) 7. 
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