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Abstract

Unspanned stochastic volatility (USV) models have gained popularity in the liter-
ature. USV models contain at least one source of volatility-related risk that cannot
be hedged with bonds, referred to as the unspanned volatility factor(s). Bivari-
ate USV models are the simplest case, comprising of one state variable controlling
the term structure and the other controlling unspanned volatility. This disserta-
tion focuses on pricing with two particular bivariate USV models: the Log-Affine
Double Quadratic (1,1) — or LADQ(1,1) — model of Backwell (2017) and the Linear-
Rational Square Root (1,1) — or LRSQ(1,1) — model of Filipovié et al. (2017). For
the LADQ(1,1) model, we fully outline how an Alternating Directional Implicit fi-
nite difference scheme can be used to price options and implement the scheme
to price caplets. For the LRSQ(1,1) model, we illustrate a semi-analytical Fourier-
based method originally designed by Filipovi¢ et al. (2017) for pricing swaptions,
but adjust it to price caplets. Using the above numerical methods, we calibrate each
(1,1) model to both the British-pound yield curve and caps market. Although we
cannot achieve a close fit to the implied volatility surface, we find that the parame-
ters in the LADQ(1,1) model have direct control over the qualitative features of the
volatility skew, unlike the parameters within the LRSQ(1,1) model.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

An interest rate model describes the evolution of interest rates and their depen-
dence on maturity. The dependence of interest rates on maturity is referred to as
the term structure of interest rates. There are various different types of interest
rates which are interconnected and representing the uncertainty around these fu-
ture interest rates with a mathematical model can be extremely helpful in managing
financial risk. Often there is only one underlying process modelled, from which the
other quantities of interest can be determined (Buckova et al., 2016). In this disser-
tation, we consider two approaches of modelling the term structure: specifying the
short rate, originally introduced by Vasicek (1977), and directly specifying the state
price density, which follows Constantinides (1992).

We introduce bivariate unspanned stochastic volatility models using the short
rate process. The reason for this is that the short rate offers a natural characterisa-
tion of these models, as shown by Backwell (2017).

The short rate is the instantaneous spot rate. It is a continuous rate that drives
the cash account (Brigo and Mercurio, 2007). A basic and fundamental class within
general term structure models are one-factor short rate models. These are models
where the short rate satisfies a stochastic differential equation (SDE) of general form

dry = p(t,r)dt + o(t,re) dWr,

where {W,} is a (standard, one-dimensional) Brownian motion, and where p(t,7)
and o(t,r;) are the drift and volatility terms of the short rate, respectively, with
some initial short rate r.

One-factor short rate models are useful to introduce and build intuitions about
multi-factor models and often allow for useful comparisons; for instance, to high-
light the contribution of additional factors. However, one-factor models do not take
into account a fundamental stylised fact that interest rate volatility is stochastic in
nature. One-factor short rate models can be given stochastic volatility by introduc-
ing an additional Brownian motion and a state variable that affects the volatility of
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the short rate process. An example of such a model that exhibits stochastic volatil-
ity is the Fong and Vasicek (1991) model, where the short rate {r;} satisfies the
following coupled dynamics:

dri = K (0, — r)dt + \/vedW}, and
dvi = Ky (0, — vy)dt + o,/ dWE,

where {W}'} and {W}?} are possibly correlated one-dimensional Brownian motions,
and where «,, 6,, k,, 6, and o, are constant parameters. This model exhibits
stochastic volatility, due to the autonomous stochasticity feeding into the volatil-
ity process {v;} through the additional Brownian motion {W?}.

The Fong and Vasicek (1991) model forms part of the affine model class, and
like most affine models with stochastic volatility, this model predicts that it is able
to extract spot rate volatility from bond prices alone (Collin-Dufresne et al., 2009).
This is because the volatility process will feature within the model’s bond prices.
A zero-coupon bond (ZCB) is defined as an asset which pays one unit at a future
maturity time. In the Fong and Vasicek (1991) model, the time-¢ price of a ZCB
maturing at time 7', denoted by P, is given by a function of the form

PtT = P(tv T7 Tt, Vt)' (11)

As we can see in Equation (1.1), one can gain exposure to the volatility pro-
cess {11} by buying a ZCB. As a result, sensitivity to the stochastic volatility state
variable can be hedged with a bond portfolio. Using the terminology of Collin-
Dufresne and Goldstein (2002), {14} is said to be spanned.

However, Collin-Dufresne and Goldstein (2002) show evidence of unspanned
sources of risk, i.e., there are sources of risk within fixed income derivatives that
cannot be hedged with bonds. Through regression analysis Collin-Dufresne and
Goldstein (2002) show that returns for cap straddles, which are particularly sen-
sitive to volatility, are only slightly correlated with changes in bond prices. This
intimates that an exposure to solely bonds will not enable one to hedge the return
for cap straddles, and in turn volatility. Collin-Dufresne and Goldstein (2002) term
this as unspanned stochastic volatility (USV). USV models comprise of at least one
volatility-related state variable that is unspanned in nature, i.e., those state vari-
ables cannot be hedged with bonds and swaps (Backwell, 2017).

The literature contains several models that exhibit USV, though there are only
two models involving one spanned and one unspanned volatility-related state vari-
able. These models are named bivariate USV models and can also be referred to as
(1,1) models. The two (1,1) models are: The Log-Affine Double Quadratic (1,1) —
or LADQ(1,1) — model of Backwell (2017) and the LRSQ(1,1) model — the specific
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linear-rational term structure model with a (1,1) structure outlined by Filipovic et al.
(2017). Note, we do not consider the Trolle and Schwartz (2008) model because,
although the model can be specified with two Brownian motions (one driving in-
terest rates and one driving unspanned volatility), it involves more than two state
variables.

The focus of this dissertation is pricing with these (1,1) models. (1,1) models
are the simplest, non-trivial USV models and are important for the same reasons
that one factor short rate models are — we can compare (1,1) models to higher factor
USV models in the same way one factor short rate models are compared to general
term structure models (Backwell, 2017).

The dissertation begins, in Chapter 2, by firstly establishing the definition and
the fundamental theorem of bivariate USV models from Backwell (2017). We then
introduce the LADQ(1,1) model and LRSQ(1,1) model specification. The LRSQ(1,1)
model follows a state price density approach but we show that we can transform it
such that it is in terms of the short rate process. This enables us to better compare
the (1,1) models.

In Chapter 3, we show how we can price derivatives in each of the (1,1) models.
For the LADQ(1,1) model, we fully outline how a finite-difference scheme can be
used to price options and implement the scheme to price caplets. For the LRSQ(1,1)
model, we illustrate a semi-analytical Fourier-based method outlined by Filipovi¢
et al. (2017) and implement the method to price a caplet. This involves adjusting
their method, which is designed for swaptions. Both numerical methods are vali-
dated by comparison to prices from Monte Carlo methods.

In Chapter 4, we use the above numerical methods to calibrate the model to cap
prices written on British-pound LIBOR. Before each calibration, we pre-calibrate
the model to the relevant yield curve. Finally, we consider the effect of the models’

various parameters on the cap volatility surface.



Chapter 2

Bivariate USV models

Bivariate USV models — or (1,1) models — contain one spanned and one unspanned
volatility-related state variables.

The (1,1) models! we discuss in this chapter are defined on a standard filtered
probability space (2, F, {¥:},P), where P is the real-world measure and the filra-
tion {F;} is generated by a two-dimensional, independent Brownian motion {W} }.
We also assume a risk-neutral measure Q, equivalent to P. The processes of the
spanned and unspanned volatility-related state variables are defined for t € [0, 5],
where S > 0 is some finite time horizon. We assume the short rate {r;} and {u;}
satisfy a pair of decoupled stochastic differential equations under Q:

dry = " (t, 74, ug) At + o7 (¢, 7o, ug ) AW,
duy = p*(t,re, up)dt + o (t, 7y, ut)thQ’Q,

where 1o and ug are constants.
Following Backwell (2017), we define (1,1) models as any model where: i) o (¢, r, )
is a non-trivial function of v, and ii) ZCB prices are given by the pricing function

PtT = P(thv Tt)'

A Z(CB price is thus given by a pricing function which does not directly depend
on the unspanned volatility-related state variable. Although {u;} drives the short-
rate, and hence ZCB, volatility, it cannot be hedged with ZCBs, since its changes
have no instantaneous effect on the yield curve.

Backwell (2017) provides a fundamental theorem of (1,1) models, which states
that the following conditions are equivalent for a (1,1) model:

(A) The model has a (1,1) structure as defined by the above definition;

(B) The ZCB price is an affine function of the short rate:

Pr = g(t, T) - f(t7 T)Tt; (21)

! We shall use the mathematical framework for (1,1) models proposed by Backwell (2017).
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(C) The risk-neutral drift of the short rate is quadratic in the short rate:
u(tru) =12+ rag(t) + az(t)

for deterministic functions «;(-) and as(-).

Note that the affine ZCB pricing function shown in condition (B) must not be
confused with the standard exponential-affine functions found in affine term struc-
ture models. Condition (C) is helpful in enabling one to construct any (1,1) model.

Following Backwell (2017), the affine coefficient functions f(-,-) and g¢(-,) in
condition (B) can be further characterised as follows, provided the risk-neutral drift
of the short rate admits two distinct real roots A1 and Ay (with A\ < Ag),

1
A2 — A
1
Ao — A1

f(t,T) = (e M(T=t) _ g ha(T=t)) (2.2)

(Ao MT7D — \je (T (2.3)

g(t> T) =

forall0 <t <T.

21 The LADQ(1,1) model

In this section, we introduce the Log-Affine Double Quadratic — or LADQ(1,1) —
model under the risk-neutral measure, Q. This model is termed the Log-Affine
Double Quadratic(1,1) model, because the model exhibits an affine bond price, and
therefore log-affine yields, and due to the quadratic nature of both the short rate’s
drift and volatility terms.

The LADQ(1,1) model dynamics are specified as follows, under the risk-neutral

measure Q,
dry = (ry — M) (e — Ao)dt + 1(7 — ) udW, 2, (2.4)
duy = k(0 — wy)dt + o\/urdW, 22, (2.5)

where {r;} is the short rate process which drives a cash account process { B; }, with
B; = exp( fot rods); {us} is the unspanned volatility process, {W,2'} and {W,2?} are
the two independent scalar components of Brownian motion {WtQ}, and A\, Ao, 7,
k, 0 and o are constant parameters.

The following parameter constraints ensure that Equation (2.4) admits a unique
solution (Backwell, 2017):

0< A\ <7 < Ag,y (2.6)
0<rg<r. (2.7)
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These restrictions ensure that the volatility specification of the short rate, de-
noted by ¢ (¢,r,u) = r(F — r)u bounds the short rate in the region [0,7]. This is
because if we ever have r = 0, the short rate process becomes locally deterministic
(as 0" (t,0,u) = 0) and has a positive drift of magnitude A; A2, hence the short rate
is bounded from below by zero. And, if for some ¢, we have r; = 7, the short-rate
process has zero volatility (as ¢” (¢, 7, u) = 0), but negative drift, hence the short rate
has an upper bound 7. These arguments assume that the short rate process {r;} is
continuous.

The short-rate volatility function also has the effect of giving the short rate a
local-volatility structure, to accompany the unspanned volatility {u;}. A volatility
term which is expressed as a deterministic function of time and the state process
is defined as exhibiting a local volatility structure. In our case, the state process

is the short rate and the local volatility function, denoted U“LV(

T,LV(

t,r,u), satisfies
o”(t,r,u) = o™V (t,r, u)u, where o tyryu) =r(F—r).

If we ignore the unspanned volatility component by setting u; to a constant,
we see in the left-hand panel of Figure 2.1, the short rate’s volatility is a negative
quadratic in . The local volatility is increasing in the region [0, 5] and it would be
an important model validation step to ensure 7 is set large enough, such that the
short rate tends to remain in that region (Backwell, 2017). This is because the model
would then satisfy the stylised fact that interest-rate volatility is positively level
dependent, i.e., interest-rate volatility increases with rate levels (Piazzesi, 2010).
The degree of the level dependence is also controlled by the value of 7: for a given
3
dependence? (see the right-hand panel of Figure 2.1).

short rate within the region [0, 5], the larger the value of 7, the larger the level

The short rate process drift function p(t,r,u) = p(r) = (r — A\)(r — A2) is a
positive quadratic in r over the domain [0, 7]. The drift function is negative when
r > A1, and positive when r < A; (see the left hand panel of Figure 2.2). There-
fore the drift function, in conjunction with the restriction in Equation (2.6) and the
domain of the short rate, result in the short rate mean reverting to A;. The rate of
mean reversion is controlled by \y; for a larger value of Ay, the drift toward the
mean \; is larger in absolute value, as observed in the right-hand panel of Figure
2.2.

The unspanned volatility process has the simple effect of scaling the volatility
of the short rate. The dynamics of {u;} in Equation (2.5) offer a standard mean-
reverting interpretation, with 6 controlling the level and « controlling the rate of

% Note that the Brownian motions are uncorrelated. Although Backwell (2017) considers correla-
tion, the level dependence from the local volatility function ensures that the model has an interaction
between rates and volatility, without a need for a separate volatility parameter.
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5
=0 *

Local volatility
Slope value of local volatility

F = r
z T 0 2

; 5
Short rate Short rate

Fig. 2.1: In the left-hand panel, the local volatility term is plotted over the domain of
the short rate. In the right-hand panel, the slope value of the local volatility
term is plotted, with a larger value for 7 resulting in a larger slope value.

mean reversion. The values of these parameters will interact with the local volatil-
ity function, described above; for instance, a larger value of the long term mean
6, results in a local volatility term, which has smaller magnitude and is less level-
dependent. Thus, the value of # determines how the local volatility will manifest.

Recalling the price at time ¢ of a T-dated ZCB given by Equation (2.1), the time-¢
continuously compounded yield of a T-dated ZCB is given by

_logPtT__
T—t T

yor = L log(g(t, T) — £(,T)r).

where f(¢,T) and ¢(t,T') are specified by Equations (2.2) and (2.3).
Backwell (2017) show that the long-term yields in the model are given as

lim YT = )\1.
T—o00

That is, long-term yields are given by the short rate’s risk neutral long term mean
(mean-reversion-level).

2.2 The LRSQ(1,1) model

In this section, we lay out the framework of linear-rational term structure models
and introduce the Linear-Rational Square Root(1,1) — or LRSQ(1,1) — model. We
also show the LRSQ(1,1) model specification in terms of the short rate, thereby
allowing us to better understand the qualitative features of the parameters within
the LRSQ(1,1) model.
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Original Ay
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A1

Drift value
o
Drift value
o
>
- =3

_ — — —=3 }

Fig. 2.2: In both panels, the risk-neutral short-rate drift term is plotted over the
domain of the short rate. In the right-hand panel, the value for A, is varied.

Linear-rational term structure models involve specifying a state price density,
denoted {(;}; that is to specify a positive adapted process (; such that the time-t
price of any T-dated cash flow Cr is given by
1 p
—E" [CrCr|F], (2.8)

G
where EF[-| 7;] denotes F;-conditional expectation under the real-world measure P.

Specifically, a linear-rational term structure model consists of a multivariate fac-

tor process Z;, which has linear drift, and a state price density ¢;, which is a linear

function of Z;. The dynamics of Z; are specified as
dZt = I{(QZ - Zt)dt -+ th, (29)

where k € R™™, 07 € R™, and M; is some m-dimensional martingale.

The state price density® is given by
G=e"1+1"2), (2.10)

where 1 is a m-dimensional column vector of ones. Filipovi¢ et al. (2017) show that
« is interpreted as the infinite-maturity ZCB yield, which makes it the analogue to
A1 in the LADQ(1,1) model.

? Originally, Filipovi¢ et al. (2017) define the state price density of the form ¢; = e **(¢ + ¢ " Z4);

however, without loss of generality, later specify ¢ = 1 and ¢ = 1. We rather work this parsimonious

version of the state price density.
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The linear drift of Z; in Equation (2.9) implies that conditional expectations are
of the following linear form:

EP[Zr|F] = 07 + e *T=0(Z, — 0), (2.11)

for t < T. Given this result and the specification of the state price density in Equa-
tion (2.10), ZCB prices and the short rate are linear-rational functions of Z;; that is,
they are ratios with the numerator and denominator each being linear in terms of
Z;. This is why these term structure models are referred to as linear-rational. By
setting C7 = 1 in Equation (2.8), we obtain the price of a (default-free) ZCB as

a1 +1707 +1Te " T0(Z, — 07)

Pr = . 2.12
tT e 1 i lTZt ( )
The short rate is obtained using the formula r, = — %logPtT ‘T: . and is shown
by Filipovic et al. (2017) to be given by
1"k(07 — Zy)
=aq— —=="7 2.13
Tt « 1 + 1TZt ( )

We shall now turn our attention to a specific example of a linear-rational term
structure model: the Linear-Rational Square Root(1,1) — or LRSQ(1,1) — model.
The LRSQ(1,1) model is based on a two-dimensional square-root diffusion process
{X:}, which takes values in Ri, of the form

dX, = (b — BX,)dt + Diag (mx/X,f”, az\/Xt(Q)) dwy, (2.14)

for some two-dimensional independent Brownian motion {W;}, and where b € R?,
B € R?2, and volatility parameters, o1, o9 > 0.

The mean-reversion matrix § in Equation (2.14) is of the form

5:<g g).

The constant drift term b in Equation (2.14) is of the form

b _ H(@Z — QU)
HHU ’
where 87 € R and 0y € R.

Filipovi¢ et al. (2017) find it preferable to initially specify the state variables in
the general square root form of Equation (2.14), and then apply a transform to iso-
late the unspanned component. The LRSQ(1,1) model consists of two factors in a
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(1,1) structure. Though, it can be given in a general (m,n) specification (see Filipovi¢
et al. (2017) for the (m,n) specification including a general form of the transform).
We define (Z;,U;) = SX; as a linear transform of X;, where Z; € R is defined
as before but specified with a particular martingale, and is referred to as the term
structure factor process; U; € R, is the USV factor process, and S is a 2x2-matrix of

()

Thus, the term structure factor and USV factor become Z; = Xt(l) + Xt@) and U; =
Xt(Q), respectively.

the form

The implied dynamics of the joint factor process (Z;, U;) are

dZs = k(07 — Zy)dt + o (Zy, Up)dWF, (2.15)
dU, = k(0y — Uy)dt + o9/ U dW, 2, (2.16)

with dispersion function o(z,u) = (01v/2z — u, 02/u) and where &, 0z, 0;7, 01, and
o9 are constant parameters.
The restrictions on the LRSQ(1,1) model are:

K(Qz - GU) >0,
kO > 0,

01,09 > 0.

In order to better compare the LRSQ(1,1) model with the LADQ(1,1) model, we
can transform the LRSQ(1,1) model in terms of the short rate under the risk-neutral

measure.

o(Z,U) T
1+ 74

Using the Girsanov transformation, we change from the real-world measure P

Filipovi¢ et al. (2017) show the market price of risk is given by \; = —

to the risk-neutral measure Q, and get the following dynamics for the LRSQ(1,1)
model:

0(Z,Up)o(Z, Up) T
1+ Z;

dzy = ("5(92 —Zy) + ) dt + a(Zy, Ut)thQv (2.17)

32U,
AU, = ( K0y — Uy) + 2221 ) dt + 09\/TdW 2?2,
1+ Z;
where {WtQ} is a two-dimensional, independent Brownian motion under Q.
Following Backwell (2017), we may now specify the LRSQ(1,1) model in terms
of the short rate. The short rate is a function of Z; given in Equation (2.13) and
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thereby using It6’s lemma, we get the following dynamics for the short rate:

_ Kk(1+6y) k(1+6z) 2
dry = (1 + 72,2 t — AL (dZy)
K g g '
- (2 S Y )
146
AR
20, - Z, 0 0
_ = L ;;Sj 2) gt 4 ?iljzjz)a(zt,w)dwt@
2 _
R N L

In Equation (2.18), the second-order It6 term cancels out exactly with the non-linear
drift part in Equation (2.17), which is the Girsanov kernel multiplied by the volatil-
ity term of the term strucuture factor.

The USV factor {U;}, which feeds into the volatility of {Z;}, has risk-neutral
dynamics of the form:

dU; = k(0 — Up)dt + o9\/Ty | dW 22 + 2220 VO gy
1+ Z
U%Ut Q,2
= (500 = U + 2 ) dt + o2/ UdW,2?. (2.20)
t

Equations (2.19) and (2.20) for the short rate and USV factor, respectively, can
be simplified, using Equation (2.13), to

dry = (ry — a)(ry — a — K)dt

(r —a — K)? \/a—ts@z—rt 0
- aw, 2.21
+ w010, |"V ma—s Ut, 02V Ut D (2.21)
and
o2Us(ry — o — k) 9
AU, = | k(0 — Uy) — 22 dt + oo\/U dW 22,
Ui (K( v—Up) (11 0y) > + o9 taWy

Equation (2.21) is driven by two uncorrelated Brownian motions. We can rather
rewrite the above spanned and unspanned components in a decoupled fashion
such that each factor is driven by only one Brownian motion. Following Backwell
(2017), the dynamics of the LRSQ(1,1) model in terms of the short rate is specified
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in the following form

dry = (ry — a)(ry — a — K)dt

(ry —a —k)? o2 (a— KOz —1y) 9 9 Q.1
— Ui dW .= 2.22
+ K(1+0z) rTE—a—K + (03 — o)) UdW,™ (222)
and
o3Us(ry — o — k) <
dU, = ( k(0 — Uy) — 2 dt + o9/U,dW 2?2
Ut <K'( U Ut) H(]. + QZ) ) + o2 Ut Wt ’

with correlation, p;, between the Brownian motions WtQ’l and th@,z given as

oy = 02Uy
N

Tt—Q—K

(2.23)

The LRSQ(1,1) short rate is endogenously bounded. Its lower bound follows
from the process {Z;} being non-negative. As a result, if we let (Z; = 0) in Equation
(2.13), we see that the short rate is bounded below by a — k7. The upper bound of
the short rate is given by taking the supremum of the short rate given in Equation
(2.13) over the widest possible range (—1, c0) such that the state price density is
positive. That is,

sup Q—M: lim Q—M:a—kn.
2€(—1,00) 142z z2—00 142
Note a + & is analogous to Ay in the LADQ(1,1) model. Unlike the LADQ(1,1)
model, the LRSQ(1,1) model endogenously has an upper bound for the short rate,
without specifying an ad-hoc restriction.

As expected from Condition (C) of the fundamental theorem of (1,1) models,
the risk-neutral short-rate drift term in Equation (2.22) is a quadratic in the short
rate. From the drift function we can see that « and a + « are analogous to A\; and A,
in the LADQ(1,1) model, respectively. Comparing to the LADQ(1,1) case in Section
2.1, the short rate mean reverts to o and the rate of mean reversion is controlled by

o+ K.



Chapter 3
Option Pricing

In this chapter, we consider the pricing of interest-rate derivatives, such as caplets,
with the (1,1) models introduced in Chapter 2. For the LRSQ(1,1) model, we con-
sider the Fourier pricing method of Filipovi¢ et al. (2017). The Fourier method can-
not be applied to the LADQ(1,1) model, as the dynamics do not admit a characteris-
tic function, and so a two-dimensional finite difference scheme, following Backwell
(2017), will be developed. Monte-Carlo pricing would be too inefficient in general,
but is also implemented to validate the Fourier and finite-difference methods.

3.1 Implementing the ADI scheme for the LADQ(1,1)

model

Finite difference methods enable one to simply and accurately find the numeri-
cal solution for partial differential equations (PDEs) by approximating the partial
derivatives with finite differences and discretising the problem space. Finite dif-
ference methods thereby firstly require a PDE, paired with initial and boundary
conditions.

A term structure PDE governs the dynamics of option values depending on
interest rates. We initially consider a European put option on a ZCB (which will
enable the handling of the interest rate caps we consider in Chapter 4).

The payoff at maturity of a ZCB put option is given by ®(r), and the no arbitrage
time-t price of such a claim is a function of time and the state variables and denoted
by F'(t,r¢,u;). The value of this option must offer an expected rate of return equal
to the short rate, under the risk-neutral measure. Equating the two and reversing
time shall produce the desired PDE (Backwell, 2017).

The expected rate of return can be computed using It6’s lemma and the LADQ(1,1)
model dynamics given by Equations (2.4) and (2.5). A simple application of Itd’s
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lemma produces the following dynamics of the ZCB put option
1
dF(t, Tt ut) = [Ft + (Tt - )\1)(7} - )\Q)Fr + :‘i(@ - ut)Fu + 5(7}(? - Tt)ut)QFTT

1
+ 5o uFudt 4 (7 ro)u FrdW2' + o furdW 22,

where partial derivatives are denoted in shorthand (for example, F, = %—f).

From standard option pricing theory, the risk neutral drift of the option price
process must equal the short rate multiplied by the option price, and by reversing
time by setting 7 = T' — ¢, the following PDE is produced:

F-—(r=X)(r—X)F.—k(0—u)F, — %(T‘(F — r)u)zFM — %J2uFuu +rF =0. (3.1)

Since the PDE is time reversed, the terminal payoff of the ZCB put at maturity is
equivalent to the initial condition of the PDE. The closed form bond price apparent
in (1,1) models enables us to explicitly represent a ZCB put as a T-dated claim that
depends only on the short rate. Consider, for example, a put option written on a
S-year ZCB, with expiry in T-year’s time (where 7' < S), which pays out (K —
Prs)t = (K — g(T,S) + f(T,S)rr)T = ®(ry) at time 7. As a result the initial
condition, denoted by ®(r), is in terms of the initial short rate.

The above initial boundary value problem (3.1) has two spatial domains and can
be solved using the Alternating Directional Implicit (ADI) scheme, which was orig-
inally outlined by Peaceman and Rachford (1955). The ADI scheme has a number
of advantages over alternative finite difference schemes. First, explicit difference
methods, which explicitly compute the values at time step m + 1 using the values
at time step m, have poor stability problems. While implicit difference methods,
which implicitly compute the values at time step m given the values at time step
m + 1 (i.e., give the values as a solution to a set of simultaneous equations), have
superior stability properties, they are difficult to implement in two or more dimen-
sions. The ADI scheme is a better alternative as it improves the stability of the
explicit scheme while remaining computationally tractable, through introducing
an intermediary half time-step. An added benefit is that the ADI scheme typically
simplifies the discretised PDE, for each half-time step, to a tridiagonal system of
equations (Duffy, 2013). This can be computed efficiently with the Thomas algo-
rithm (Higham, 2002).

In the first half time-step of the scheme, the PDE is solved implicitly in the first
spatial direction and explicitly in the second spatial direction, and vice-versa for the
next half time-step. Duffy (2013) proves that if there are no mixed derivative terms
in the PDE with two spatial domains, the ADI scheme is unconditionally stable,
which is the case for the above PDE.



3.1 Implementing the ADI scheme for the LADQ(1,1) model 15

To employ the ADI scheme to the above initial boundary value problem, the
time and state-variable domains must first be discretised. We divide the short rate
axis into equally spaced nodes a distance 4, apart, and do the same for both the
unspanned volatility axis and time axis, using a spacing of ¢,, and J., respectively.

We must work within a finite state space, hence it is necessary to truncate the
unspanned volatility domain with an upper bound @. We are only concerned with

the values of F(r,r,u) at the mesh points (md.,id,,jd,) for 0 < m < %, 0 <

i < g, and 0 < j < %. As a convenience we use the shorthand notation anj =
F(mor,i0,,56y).

Finally, the boundary conditions need to be specified. The boundary conditions
here describe the behavior of the problem along the edges of the domain [0, 7] x
[0, u].

In the r-direction, we can use Neumann boundary conditions, instead of the
typical Dirichlet boundary conditions which specify the value at the boundary.
Neumann boundary conditions, on the other hand, specify the value of the deriva-
tive along the boundary. In the r-direction, the slope of the pricing surface of the
option tends to the slope of the terminal payoff surface, as » — 0 and » — co. When
r = 0, the put option is far out-the-money (as low interest rates imply high bond
prices), and so we expect aa—(f = 0. When r = 7, the ZCB put option will be deep
in-the-money and we can ignore the "positive part’ of the terminal payoff function.
By expanding the payoff function and taking the partial derivative with respect to
r, we get the following

%‘f - % (K —g(T,S) + f(T,S)r)
= f(T, S).

Therefore, the Neumann boundary conditions in the r-direction are given by

0 0 _
EF(T,O,U) =0 and EF(T,T,U) = f(T,S).

These boundary conditions can be numerically approximated using a forward
difference and backward difference approximation, respectively. A forward / back-
ward difference approximation uses the nearest point(s) after / before the given
point at which the derivative is to be found.

We define a column vector for the option price as

i1
Fr



16

3.1 Implementing the ADI scheme for the LADQ(1,1) model

2 _17]

+ and, similarly, we define a row vector for the option price as
Eyo 7,

forall0 <i <
EJ = |Fhi ...

forall0 < j < 5@.
The above r-boundary conditions are specified in column vector form as

B F‘” 4 5. (T, S).
2
In the u-direction, we cannot use the same reasoning as for the r-direction, since
the unspanned volatility is independent of the terminal payoff surface. A Neu-
mann boundary condition can still be approximated by the use of extrapolation.
The value of the derivative along the © = 0 and v = @ boundaries can be approx-
imated by the slope of the pricing surface between the two nearest interior points

3

which precede the boundary point, i.e., we assume a ‘continued slope

The u-boundary row vectors are specified as
F0= 2F,;;1 — F2
4 _9

2

c"‘:w

Fyb =2,
We may now numerically approximate the PDE (3.1). Between time m and
m + 3, we solve the system implicitly in the r-direction and explicitly in the u-

1
direction. Using a forward-difference approximation for the time derivative and
central-difference approximation! for the spatial derivatives, we obtain the follow-

ing expression:
Fh Fitld _ pitld il i1
1 1 1 F % _ F ),
mts — (6, — M) (0, — Ag) 2T g js,)
57/2 20, 20y,
i+1,j5 0] i— l,j .. ..
1 sy ymtd ey T L 1, R R 4 R
— 5 (16, (7 — 167) j0u) 52 2 (j0u) 52
T u

+ 06, F =
! A central difference approximation uses the nearest point(s) before and after the given point at
which the derivative is to be found. Note, some central difference approximations, for example, the

second order one, include the value at the given point for the approximation
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which can be rewritten as

pii O ST (i, — M) (8, — Ao)(FIHY — P

mty 46, mt3 m+t3
5 Jag % i—1,5
~ g2 (i0r(7 = i0:)dy PR = 2R+ F) =
(3.2)
g (0 = B0 = Fii™h) o 0 (G0 (B = 2B + F )
or
(1= (8,) TIF.
The above system (3.2) may be rewritten in vector/matrix form? as
Fy = (Gl )™ Dan(0 = j0u)(F/ 1 = F)
+ 0%y (§0u) (B T = 2F0 + FJ )
507 i
1 -H ) F b
for0 < j < %, where
G/, =171 DDsS; — 1.D3D3T, (jé.)2. (3.3)

In the above Equation (3.3), we have thatI, Dy, Dy, D3, D4, S;and T; are all matrices
of size (7/d, — 1) x (7/d, — 1). I is the identity matrix,

5. 0 .- 0
0 26
D2: " 3
0
0 0 7—d]
D; = Dy — M1
D5 = Dy — Aol
D4y =71 — Do,
1 1 0 0] 1 1 0 0|
-1 0 1 1 -2 1
Si=10 -1 0|, and Ty=1|0o 1 . . 0
: 0 1 T, S T
0 - 0 -1 1] 0 - 0 1 -1

2 The proof of this derivation for the system in the first half time step is given in Appendix A.1.
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1, H; and bfn are all vectors of size (7/d, — 1) x 1, where 1 is a vector of ones,

1 0
2 . :
Hl - . ) b‘Zn - ) )
: 0
5 —1 by + b2(j5u)2

with b; and by defined as follows:

bl = 'Yl(f - 57" - )\l)(f - 57“ - )‘2)5Tf(T7 S)a
by = '72(77 - 57")25§f(T’ S)a

and where vy, = fTTT' Yo = fTT,%' Y3 = 4% and y4 = 4%%'

Gfml is a tridiagonal matrix, which allows its inverse to be efficiently computed
using the Thomas algorithm (Higham, 2002).

Then, between time m + £ and m + 1, we solve the system (3.1) explicitly in the
r-direction and implicitly in the u-direction. Using a forward-difference approxi-
mation for the time derivative and central-difference approximations for the spatial
derivatives, we obtain the following expression:

ij or , ij i
Fpli = 55(9 — jou)(FIN = FRih)
5 7 7 I
o 5 WOWELY = 2F 0 4+ FIGT) =
5. L
5 A 5 —\ z+1,] _Ft 1,5
T8, = M) (00 = M) (FLY = FL 1Y)
5 . pi i
i (10, (7 — i6,)§0.)2( mﬂj 2F" L+ E j;ﬂ)
N
(= () TIF,

for1 <j < -1 Forj=1andj= s~ — 1, we cannot use a central-difference
approximation for the second derivative with respect to the unspanned volatility
factor. The central-difference approximation for the second derivative contradicts
the assumption of the continued slope, and as such results in an approximation of

0 for the second derivative which is clearly incorrect. Instead, we use a forward-

2,j—1

difference approx1mat1on around F,7” " when j = 1 and a backward-difference

t,j+1

approximation around F,;"" when j = % — 1. We then obtain the following ex-
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pression when j = 1:
. J . 1 1
Filn = k(0= 30 (R0 = Bl
2 Or 2 G+ , -1
452@5 W—FLIR2  aFEIA —5FY o FhInh) =

O 06 — A1) (06, — Xo)(F'TH — pm 1)

4&( mty Cmetg
4552 (86, (7 — i6,) 6.2 ;J;LJ 2F" % ” +Fz 1,J)
. 57' %,]
L= @) FIF.

and when j = &~ — 1:
or 1 1
F:nj—s—l 45 (0 = jiéy )(F:n]++1 F;nj—l—l)

9 0r -2 g1 , i1
- 45 5 (J0u)(— mj—i—l +4FJ —5F +1+2ij+1)

57' . z+17] i—1,5
I (10 = ) (ide = M) (FL 1 — F L)
6 z+1,j %, i—1,5
452(15( i6,)j6u)%(F et d —2F 1+F+2)
Or
(1= 6 TIF, .

The above second system can be rewritten in vector/matrix form® as
Foiyy = [ni6e = 2)(id, = X)(F, 71 = F )
2
+72(i, (7 — i6,)5,)*|[Ha| | - (FL "1 — 277 bt F!

FA—i6,)F G,

o

where ||-|| is defined as the norm of a vector, and
Gg =1- ’73:%5/2])5 — "}/40'2T/2D6,

where I, D5, Dg, So and T, are all of size (a/d,, — 1) x (@/d,, —1). Lis again an identity

matrix, ) )
8y O - 0
0 24
D = “ ;
: . . 0
o - 0 u- 6u_

* We provide the proof for this derivation of the second system in the Appendix A.2.
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D; = 61 — Dg,
[—2 2 0 o0 0] 1 2 -1 0 0]
-1 0 1 1 -2 1 0
=" N T D B
0 . . .10 0 . . e 0
: oo =10 1 : 0 1 -2 1
0 - 0 0 -2 2 (0 - 0 -1 2 -1

H; is a vector of size (u/d, — 1) x 1, and is defined as

(NI

-1

Note that G is not a tridiagonal matrix*, hence as such we cannot use the
Thomas algorithm. There is still a computational efficiency as we can compute
the inverse of G, only once as it does not depend on i.

We now implement the above initial boundary problem for a specific example.
Let us consider a European put option written on a two-year ZCB, with maturity in
one year’s time. The payoff at time 7' = 1is (K — P12)" = (K —g(1,2)+ f(1,2)r1) ™.
The left-hand panel of Figure 3.1 plots the pricing surface of the ZCB put option
obtained from the ADI scheme, for an at-the-money (ATM) strike. The ATM strike
is calculated assuming an initial short rate, 7o = 0.03. While, in the right-hand
panel, we verify the ADI scheme by comparing its estimates to the 99% Monte-
Carlo confidence interval, over a range of strikes whilst fixing the initial unspanned
volatility value.

The 99% Monte-Carlo (MC) confidence interval is defined as the MC estimate of
the realised discounted payoffs, shifted up and down by three times the estimated
standard deviation. The MC estimates are calculated using an Euler-Maruyama
discretisation of the LADQ(1,1) dynamics, with 200 time steps for the one-year.
The Euler-Maruyama discretisation of the LADQ(1,1) model dynamics, given by
Equations (2.4) and (2.5), is given by
o i=0,

T, =
Tic1 + (Fic1 — M) (Fic1 — Ao) At + 71 (T — ’f’i_l)ﬁi_lAWt@’l otherwise.

* If we separately represented the system for j = 1 and j = % — 1 and were left with the interme-
diate points, then we would have a tridiagonal matrix and be able to use the Thomas algorithm.
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Fig. 3.1: Finite-difference (FD) prices of European put options written on a two-
year ZCB, with expiry of one year, are plotted in both panels. The left-hand
panel illustrates the whole FD pricing surface for one put struck ATM.
The right-hand panel plots prices of puts for various strikes, whilst fixing
up = 1.5, and also plots 99% Monte-Carlo (MC) confidence bounds.

and

uQ iZO,

max (1%71 + k(0 — t;—1) At + o4 /@i,lAWtQQ, 0) otherwise.

i =

Note, the max function has to be included to ensure that the unspanned volatility
component is positive for all time steps. For each strike value, we implement 5000
such paths and estimate the discount factor using the trapezoidal rule.

We can now easily extend this to pricing caps (or caplets). Firstly the payoff of
a caplet on the simple interest rate L(T, S) over the period [T, S|, expiring at time
T and struck at rate K, is

7(L(T,S) — K)* at time S,
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where 7 = S — T'. This is equivalent to a payoff at expiration of

Prs(L(T,S) — K)"r

P
= PTS(% —1-K7)*t

=(1-(1+K1)Ppg)"

1 +
=(1+ K — P
(1+ T)<1—|—KT TS>

:(1+K7)<

+
1 +1KT —g(T, S) + f(T, S)rT) : (3.4)

Thus, a caplet struck at rate K is equivalent to (1 + K7)-many put options on the

ZCB Prg, with strike 5 +1KT and expiry at time 7.

The adjustments required to price a caplet are to first change the initial condi-
tion to the above Equation (3.4) whilst also reversing time. As a result, the bound-
ary condition for » = 7 is also adjusted. The Neumann boundary condition be-

comes

9
or
The value for b; and b, also need to be adjusted by a factor of (1 + K'7).

F(r,7,u) = (14 K7)f(T,S).

Using the above adjustments we can price a cap which is a portfolio of caplets
with increasing expiries. Though finite difference methods are relatively slow,
there is an applicable efficiency when pricing a cap. We can just price the longest-
dated caplet and the intermediary solutions provide the prices for the shorter dated
caplets (Backwell, 2017). This is because the payoff of a caplet depends on the time
until maturity, 7 (not the specific period [T', S]), and this is the same for each caplet

within a cap.

3.2 Implementing the Fourier method for the LRSQ(1,1)

model

In this section, we show how we can directly price a caplet (and thus a cap) using
the Fourier method within the LRSQ(1,1) model. We apply the pricing method of a
swaption outlined by Filipovi¢ et al. (2017) to the LRSQ(1,1) model, by noting that
a caplet represents a one-period swaption. The payoff of a caplet on the simple
interest rate L(Tp,T1) expiring at time Ty, struck at rate K, is

T(L(T()le) _K)+ at time Tl,
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where 7 = T1 — Tp. This is equivalent to a payoff at expiration, denoted by Cry,, of

CTO = (1 - (1 + KT)PTO,T1)+

1 +
= <Z CiPTo,Tl') ; (3.5)
i=0

with ¢p = 1 and ¢; = —(1 + K7). Note that thus far, we have not implemented fea-
tures of the LRSQ(1,1) model. Throughout this pricing method we use the state
price density approach given by Filipovi¢ et al. (2017), as it is simpler and en-
ables us to use the exponential affine transform method. Within the class of linear-
rational term structure models, by applying the fundamental pricing formula (2.8),
the time-Tj price of a Tj-dated ZCB is

1
PTO,Ti = 7EP [CTi|]:T0] .
CTO

Using the above result, Equations (2.10) and (2.11), we can express Equation
(3.5) as
Cr, = pcaplet<ZTo)+/ (T

where peaplet(2) is the explicit linear function of z given by

1

pcaplet(z) = Z CieiaTi(l +0+ eix(TiiT)(Z - 6)) (36)
i=0

Let CpléfTo’T1 denote the time-0 price of a caplet written on a forward rate
f(To,T1) struck at rate K. The time-0 price of the caplet is then obtained by once
again applying the fundamental pricing formula (2.8), which yields

1 1
CpléfTO,Tl = 6EP KTO CTO] = 6Ep[pcaplet(ZTo)+]- (3.7)

To compute the price of a caplet, one needs to evaluate the expectation on the
right-hand side of (3.7). The distribution of Z7; is unknown; however, there is an
efficient numerical approach based on Fourier transform methods. Following the
theorem® of Filipovi¢ et al. (2017), we define

Q(x) = E[exp(xpcaplet(ZTo))]v (38)

for x € C. Let p1 be any positive constant such that §(4) < co. Then the caplet price
is given by

® Proof of the theorem is given by Filipovi¢ et al. (2017) and is easily applied to a caplet since a
caplet is a one-period payer swaption. In Appendix B.1, we show the proof applied for a caplet.
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CpliSy 7, = Colﬂ /0 Re [?L“J::;?g] dx. (39)
Computing §(4+14A) initially looks difficult; however, given the specification of
the LRSQ(1,1) model, it amounts to solving a system of ordinary differential equa-
tions. This is because the transformation (Z;, U;) is a linear transform of a square-
root diffusion process, meaning the function in Equation (3.9) can be expressed
using the exponential-affine transform formula (which can be found originally in
Duffie et al. (2000)). We apply here the exponential affine transform formula ap-
plied for the dynamics of X; in the LRSQ(1,1) model. We have reproduced the
exponential affine transform formula in Appendix B.2.
Note that §(p+i)) can be expressed as an expectation under the real-world mea-

sure P of the form EF [eu+vTXTO]

,where v € C and v € C?, so that the exponential
affine transform formula can be applied.

Given Equation (3.6), the exponent in the right hand side of Equation (3.8) is

(1 + Z-)‘>pcaplet(Z:’b> = (p+ iA)[eiaTO(l + ZTO) —e (1 + KT)(l + (1 - eiaT)g
+ eiﬂT‘r ZTO)]

T
=u+v Xgp,
where

u=(u+iN)e Tl —e (1 4+ K7)(1+ (1 —e °7)0)], and
v = (p—+iX)e P01 — e~ (OFRT(1 4 K71,

with1 = (1,1)".
We now apply the exponential-affine transform formula and get the following

result
G(p+iX) = EP[eu 0" Xmo] — @@(To)+¥(T0)" X0,

where ® : R, — C, ¥ : R, — C? solve the system

!

¢ (1) = [k(0 — Oy), KOy (1),

/ 1

Wi(r) = =[5, 01%(r) + 507 Vi(), i=1,2,
with initial conditions ®(0) = v and ¥(0) = v.

We may now implement the above Fourier-based method to price a particular
caplet. Let us consider a caplet written on the simple interest rate L(1,2) with
maturity in one year’s time. In Figure 3.2, we verify the Fourier-based method by
comparing its estimates to the 99% Monte-Carlo confidence interval, over a range

of strikes whilst fixing the initial term structure value, Zj, and initial USV factor Uy.
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Fig. 3.2: Fourier-based method prices a caplet written on a forward rate f(1,2),
with expiry of one year, is plotted for varying strikes, whilst fixing Zy =
0.12 and Uy = 0.04. We verify the Fourier-based method by plotting 99%
Monte-Carlo (MC) confidence bounds.

The MC estimates are calculated using an Euler-Maruyama discretisation of the
LRSQ(1,1) dynamics, with 100 time steps per year. The Euler-Maruyama discreti-
sation of the LRSQ(1,1) model dynamics, given by Equations (2.15) and (2.16), is of

the following form:

Zo i=0,
Zz‘ = Zi—l + H(HZ — Zifl)At + 01 \/max(Z-,l — Uifl, O)AtAWtP’l

4094/ Ui_lAtAWF’Q otherwise.

and

5 Us i =0,
max(Ui_1 + k(0y — Ui_l)At + Uz\/Ui_lAtAWtP’Z, 0) otherwise.

Note, the max function needs to be included in the Euler-Maruyama discreti-
sation of the term structure process Z; to ensure we don’t have a complex value
for the value of the term structure factor at any time during its path. We also in-
clude a max function for the USV factor to ensure the USV factor remains positive

throughout its path, since U; € R.



Chapter 4

Calibration

In this chapter, we initially pre-calibrate each (1,1) model to the British-pound yield
curve. We then vary the remaining parameters within each (1,1) model specification
given in Chapter 2, such that the model-implied difference cap prices match the
difference cap prices written on British-pound LIBOR as closely as possible. This is
done by minimising the sum of squared errors. Following calibration, we consider

the effect of the parameters within each model on the cap volatility surface.

4.1 Data

The dataset we work with is based on caps written on British-pound LIBOR on the
trading day 1 December 2014. On this day, we have a bootstrapped yield curve up
to a maturity of ten years and a term structure of implied volatilities for the one-
year, two-year, three-year, four-year and five-year caps, each struck at 1%, 1.5% and
2%. A cap-implied volatility is the volatility that equates the Black formula to the
market price of the cap. It is another way to quote the cap price.

The implied volatilities are converted into cap prices, using the relevant yield
curve and the Black formula. The one-year cap, for each strike, consists of four
quarterly caplets with payout dates in three, six, nine and twelve months’ time.
The two-year cap comprises of eight such adjacent, quarterly caplets and so on,
with the five-year comprising of twenty quarterly caplets. We separate the caps
into difference caps to ensure that each cap does not overlap each other and we
may then weight each instrument equally when we calibrate. A difference cap is
constructed by taking the difference between each consecutive cap and comprises
of four quarterly caplets. For instance, the three-year difference cap is calculated
by taking the difference between the three-year cap price and two-year cap price,
such that the first quarterly payout begins in two and a quarter years.

We calibrate to the three-year, four-year and five-year difference caps volatil-
ity skew for each (1,1) model. We attempted to include the earlier caplets, but
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had difficulty in matching the short-term prices (with the one model significantly
overpricing and the other underpricing). Matching short-term interest rate option
prices, consistently with longer-term prices, is known to be a potentially difficult
problem (see, for instance, Moraleda and Vorst (1997)), but we do not attempt to
address here.

4.2 Calibrating to both the yield curve and caps market

In this section, we use the numerical methods outlined in Chapter 3 to calibrate
each (1,1) model to the above caps dataset. Before calibration, we pre-calibrate
the model to the relevant yield curve, since interest-rate derivatives are typically
hedged with yield-curve instruments, such as swaps. When we then calibrate, we
need to price caps consistently with the yield curve.

Following Backwell (2017), we use the technique originally described by Brigo
and Mercurio (2001), where we shift the time-homogeneous short rate by the ad-
dition of a deterministic function, denoted by ¢(t). The original LADQ(1,1) model
specification, given by Equations (2.4) and (2.5), now describes the unshifted pro-
cess, denoted by {r; }. The actual, shifted short rate is defined as

re =71+ (t)

for all ¢ € [0,S5]. The deterministic function ¢(-) is set such that the initial term
structure of the model fits with the market prevailing term structure.

Let{ P}, } denote the time-0 market-observed term structure of ZCB prices. The
market ZCB prices can be related to the unshifted models” ZCB prices with the
deterministic function according to the following:

Py = e I € (g(0,7) — £(0, 7)), 4.1)

where T' > 0.
Under the shifted model, Brigo and Mercurio (2001) show that ZCB put options,
denoted by ZC PK. 4, can be computed in terms of the unshifted model’s prices with

—— Kex; 5 o(s)ds
ZCPlg=e" I SD(S)UZSZC'PtTesp(fT o )7 4.2)

where ZC Pyrg is the put option price under the unshifted model with an adjusted
strike. We shall refer to the scaling of the unshifted model price given by e~/ Cels)ds
as the scaling adjustment; and the strike adjustment is given by elr ¢(s)ds,

The above Equation (4.2) can be computed without explicitly knowing the de-

terministic function, ¢(¢) (Backwell, 2017). This is because using Equation (4.1),
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both the scaling adjustment and the strike adjustment can be expressed as

5 D A
e~ Ji els)ds — Fos o and elr #()ds — L)SJiOT, (4.3)
Pos P, Py Por

respectively, if the market prices { Py:}, { Po:} and {FPps} are known. {IBOT} denotes
the ZCB prices under the unshifted model, i.e., are given by the closed-form ZCB
affine pricing formula.

Before applying the deterministic / time-dependent shift, we pre-calibrate by
setting ro and A; (in the affine coefficient functions) to the prevailing short-end and
long-end of the yield curve, respectively. This ensures that we shift the model as
little as possible, which seems desirable.

The remaining parameters within the model are calibrated to the difference caps
volatility skew. In order to price the caps consistently with the yield curve, we
use the numerical methods outlined in Chapter 2 to price caps whilst taking into
account the adjustments in Equation (4.2) and (4.3).

Recall, the payoff of a caplet written on a forward rate L(7, .S) with expiry at
time T, struck at rate K is

(1+KT)<

+
T K PT5> at time T,

where 7 = S — T. Adjustments now need to be made. The scaling adjustment
scales the number of portfolios of puts and the strike adjustment is multiplied to
the strike (when observing the cap in the form of a ZCB put). Thus, the payoff of
the adjusted caplet, with the same features as above, is

+
(1+ K7)e™ I3 ¢ls)ds <<1 +1K7-) elr #ls)ds _ PT5> at time 7. (4.4)

42,1 LADQ(1,1) model calibration

In this section, we calibrate the LADQ(1,1) model to both the yield curve and the
difference caps volatility skew.

We firstly set 79 and \; to the short-end and long-end of the yield curve, respec-
tively. The shortest-term ZCB in our dataset is the three-month ZCB, as such we

set

1

= ———logQP,
To 0.95 08170,0.25,

and the longest-term ZCB is the 10-year ZCB, hence we set

1
— ——logPy 1.
A 101081%.10
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We also pre-calibrate A\y. Recall, in Figure 2.2, A5 controls the rate of mean reversion,
hence it should also dictate the speed of convergence between the short-end and
long-end of the yield curve. This means that Ay controls the curvature of the yield
curve, and thus we set Ay to match the shape of the intermediate yields in our
dataset.

In order to avoid an overparameterisation to the term structure of the implied
volatilities, we set the initial unspanned volatility, ug = 6, to the level of its mean
reversion.

The remaining four parameters (7, x, § and o) are calibrated to the three-year,
four-year and five-year difference caps. We use the finite difference scheme out-
lined in Section 2.1 to price caplets, which we group into difference caps. However,
as revealed above we need to adjust the caplet prices by both the scaling adjustment
and the strike adjustment. Using Equations (4.3) and (4.4), the terminal payoff of a
caplet, in terms of the short rate, is

Po)‘s> ( 1 ) PosP +
(1+KT)<]303 <1+KT P\ Bor 9T, )+ f(T,S)rr| . (45)

The adjustments to be made to the finite difference scheme (assuming the adjust-

ments from a ZCB put to a caplet have been completed) are:
(i) Change the initial condition to the above Equation (4.5).
(ii) Adjust the Neumann boundary condition for r = 7 to:

9 plru) = (14 K1) (P(JAS) )
8T ) ) ﬁos ) .
(iii) The values for b; and b, need to be adjusted by a factor of (?S).
0S

Note that the efficient method for pricing a cap is no longer viable anymore.
This is because the payoffs of the various caplets differ due to their different strike
adjustments.

In Figure 4.1, the resultant fit is plotted in terms of implied volatilities, and the
resultant parameters are given in the caption. For each difference cap, their is an as-
sociated volatility skew. A volatility skew is a plot of the implied volatility relative
to varying strikes. The fit to the market implied volatility skew is reasonably close
for the four- and five-year difference caps, although the model cannot quite accom-
modate the degree of skew for the four-year difference cap. The model struggles to
match the three-year difference cap volatility skew.

4.2.2 LRSQ(1,1) model calibration

In this subsection, we calibrate the LRSQ(1,1) model to both the yield curve and the
difference cap volatility skew.
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Fig. 4.1: The various panels show the model-implied difference cap-implied volatil-
ity as a function of strike price, using the parameters established by
the calibration procedure outlined above. The resultant parameters are:
A1 = 0.0185, Ay = 0.7133, 7 = 0.5546, k = 0.1449, 0 = 2.2198, 0 = 2.1001,
ro = 0.0055 and up = 2.2198. Sum of squared differences = 1.2003 x 10-S.

We pre-calibrate the LRSQ(1,1) model by setting 7 to the short-end of the yield
curve and ¢, the analogue to A1 in the LADQ(1,1) model, is set to the long-end of the
yield curve. Unlike, the LADQ(1,1) model, we do not though pre-calibrate x which
as we recall controls the curvature of the yield curve. This is because contrary to
its analogue A, in the LADQ(1,1) model, it also forms part of the risk-neutral drift
term of the unspanned volatility as well as the volatility term of the short rate.

We once again avoid overparameterisation to the term structure of implied
volatilities, by setting Uy = 0.

The remaining five parameters (x, 0z, 0r7, 01 and 07), are calibrated to the three-
year, four-year and five-year difference caps volatility skew. We use the Fourier-
based method to price caplets, but need to include the adjustments. Equation (4.4)
based on a simple interest rate L(7p,T7) is equivalent to

Jr
e I et (f (14 KTV’TS)

1 +
=e fOTl @(S)ds <Z CiPTo,Ti> s (46)
=0

T
with cg = e 470 #% and ¢; = (1+ Kr).
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Fig. 4.2: The various panels show the model-implied difference cap-implied volatil-
ity as a function of strike price, using the parameters established by the
calibration procedure outlined above. The resultant parameters are: o =
0.0185, k = 0.0951, 8z = 5.0107, Oy = 2.9850, 01 = 0.0556, o2 = 0.3048,
ro = 0.0055 and Uy = 2.2198. Sum of squared differences = 2.7753 x 10-S.

By comparing the above Equation (4.6) to Equation (3.5), we recognise that the

s)ds

caplet payoff is scaled by e~ Iy #($)ds and the value for co has changed. Thus, the

adjustments to the pricing method outlined in Section 3.2 are:
A
(i) Multiply Equation (3.9) by e~ Jotels)ds — ( Lo

Po,1y
(ii) Adjust initial conditions v and v to the exponential-affine transform formula,

such that:

uw= (4 iX)e 0

PP}
SO e T(1 4 Kr)(1+ (1—e 7))
FssPor

Pys P
() ey 4 Kr)

oW 1.
ost 0T

v = (p+iX)e 0

In Figure 4.2, the resultant fit is plotted in terms of implied volatilities, and the
resultant parameters are given in the caption. Unlike the LADQ(1,1) model where
the skews were too curved, the shape of the model-fitted implied volatilities is
similar to the market. However, the model produces a strongly downward sloping
skew which slopes more than the market.
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4.3 Parameter effects of (1,1) models

In this section, we examine the parameter effects of each (1,1) model on the im-
plied volatility skew. Volatilities do not move independently and depend on three
degrees of freedom: i) level, ii) slope and iii) curvature. Within each model, we
analyse which parameter(s) control each of these degrees of freedom of the implied
volatility skew. Finally, we examine the parameters controlling the term structure
of implied volatilities.

4.3.1 LADQ(1,1) model: Parameter effects

In this section, we analyse the parameter effects within the LADQ(1,1) model. The
difference cap volatility skews that are implied by the LADQ(1,1) model are dis-
played in Figure 4.3, where we vary each calibrated parameter separately. This
enables us to inspect the effect each parameter has on the shape of the volatility
skew.

Recall from Section 2.1, § determines how the local volatility will manifest, with
a higher value of  increasing the value of the total volatility. One would therefore
expect that 6 controls the level of the volatility skew. This is confirmed in panel(c) of
Figure 4.3. It does appear that for lower values of 6, the volatility skew is perfectly
linearly decreasing, whereas for higher values, the volatility skew becomes more
curved in nature. Hence, 0 has some minor influence over the curvature of the
volatility skew.

The volatility parameter, o, of the volatility process, controls the curvature of
the volatility skew (Hagan et al., 2002). This is confirmed by panel (d) of Figure 4.3.
The curvature is limited, with values of ¢ higher than approximately 2.5 resulting
in not much of a change to the shape of the volatility skew.

In panel (a) of Figure 4.3, as 7 increases, the level increases and slope becomes
steeper of the volatility skew. This feature is indeed consistent with the interpreta-
tion that followed from the model specification, since recall, 7 increases the slope
of the local volatility term whilst also scaling the level of the local volatility term,
assuming a constant unspanned volatility term.

The rate of mean reversion parameter, «, also controls the slope of the volatility
skew, where the lower the value for x, the larger the slope of the volatility skew (in
absolute terms), and is confirmed in panel (b) of Figure 4.3.

Thus, it appears that 7 and ~ control the slope of the volatility skew. The higher
the value for 7 and the lower the value for x, the steeper the slope of the volatility
skew (see Figure 4.4 for confirmation). However, this also results in the level of the
volatility skew increasing, which could be offset by decreasing the value for 6.
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Fig. 4.3: 5-year difference cap volatility skews implied by the LADQ(1,1) model,
where in each panel a single parameter is varied.

Regarding the term structure of implied volatility, Figure 4.5 plots difference
cap volatility curves implied by the LADQ(1,1) model, depending on the maturity
of the difference cap, struck at the 1.5% strike rate. These graphs suggest ug and ¢
control the short-end and long-end of the volatility, respectively, and « determines

how fast the short volatilities converge to the long volatilities.

4.3.2 LRSQ(1,1) model: Parameter effects

Examples of the 5-year difference cap volatility skews that are implied by the LRSQ(1,1)
model are displayed in Figure 4.6, where we vary each calibrated parameter sepa-
rately. The volatility skews are also decreasing as strikes increase.

The graphs in Figure 4.6 suggest that the parameters have similar effects on
the volatility skew. As a result, it is difficult to map specific parameters to specific
features of the volatility skew. According to the interpretation of the parameters,

0 and o3 control the level and curvature of the volatility skew, respectively. This
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Fig. 4.5: Difference cap volatility curves implied by the LADQ(1,1) model, where

in each panel a single parameter is varied.

indeed appears the case in panel (c) and (e) of Figure 4.6. However, the graphs

indicate that these parameters do not solely control one degree of freedom of the

volatility skew. The larger the value for 6y, the higher the level as well as the
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Fig. 4.6: 5-year difference cap volatility skews implied by the LRSQ(1,1) model,
where in each panel a single parameter is varied.

steeper the slope of the volatility skew. o2 has control over all three degrees of
freedom, with a higher value for o3 resulting in higher level, steeper slope and
larger convexity of the volatility skew.

It appears that the remaining parameters, «, 07 and 01, predominately control
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the level of the volatility skew, with minor control over the other two degrees of

freedom.

Regarding the term structure of implied volatility, Figure 4.7 plots difference
cap volatility curves implied by the LRSQ(1,1) model, depending on the maturity
of the difference cap. Consistent with the interpretation of the parameters, these
graphs suggest Uy and 6 control the short-end and long-end of the volatility, re-
spectively. & should dictate how fast the short volatilities converge to the long
volatilities, though this does not seem to be the case in panel (b) of Figure 4.7.



Chapter 5

Conclusion

This dissertation introduced the concept of USV, and outlined the pricing of in-
terest rate derivatives with the two bivariate USV models in the literature. For
the LRSQ(1,1) model, an efficient semi-analytical Fourier-based method was used.
Since the LADQ(1,1) dynamics do not admit a characteristic function, an ADI finite
difference scheme was implemented. Using these numerical pricing methods, we
calibrated each (1,1) model to the British-pound yield curve and caps market.

Both (1,1) models struggled to fit to the market implied volatility surface, even
when we excluded the short-term caps. The parameters in the LADQ(1,1) model
had direct control over: i) level, ii) slope and iii) curvature of the implied volatility
skew (but not in a way that matched how the skew changes over expiries), whereas
the parameters in the LRSQ(1,1) model had limited direct control. We propose that
future research examines reparameterising the LRSQ(1,1) model such that there is
more direct control over the shape of the volatility skew.

A more thorough empirical investigation could also follow from Section 4.2,
whereby each (1,1) model is calibrated to a series of volatility skews to examine the

stability of the resultant parameters.
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Appendix A

ADI scheme in vector / matrix form

A.1 ADI scheme for first half-time step

In the first-half time step of the ADI scheme, the PDE (3.1) is solved implicitly in the
r-spatial direction and explictly in the u-spatial direction. We have the following
form of the term structure PDE, where we have organised the implicit terms on the
left-hand side (LHS) of the equation and the explicit terms on the right-hand side
(RHS) of the equation,

i\ Or /. . i+1,j i1,
W 15, (10 = M) (@, AQ)(me%J - ij;)
Or (oo o oo o mitl] i, i—14y _
_ 4—52(157,(1” —i0,)J0u) (Fm_% — 2Fm+% + Fm—i—%) = A
T s 1,7+1 _ rig—1 2 YT 1,74+1 ,] i,j—1
57_ .
(1= (i6) )

We now show how the above system may be rewritten in column vector / ma-
trix form. The LHS terms require some careful reasoning to rewrite in column
vector / matrix form.

We first examine the term

T (el (A2)

For ¢ = 1, Term (A.2) equals

F27J L= FOJ L= F27J _ FL]

m+3 m+3 m—&—% m+%

by using the Neumann boundary condition at r» = 0.

Fori = 5% — 1, Term (A.2) equals

T r_9 14 T _935
5,07 s J 5 »J . 5, 4]
Fr = Fr = Fr = 46 f(TS)

by using the Neumann boundary condition at r = g — 1. Hence, Term (A.2) in
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column vector form is

0

SEL ]
5, (T, )
where

-1 1 0 0]

-1 0 1
S1=10 -1 0
.0 1
| 0 0 -1 1]

We now examine the term
Fﬁif 2F”il%—Fljj. (A.3)

For ¢ =1, Term (A.3) equals

F2 2F7J1+F7] :FZJI_FL]I
+2 +2 m+§ m+§

Fori = £ — 1, Term (A.3) equals

Fﬁb—QF”é’ Fﬁ%’_—Fﬁ%’ F” T 5. (T, S)

Hence, Term (A.3) in column vector form is

0
T1F7;;]+%+ O )
or f(T, S)
where
[-1 1 0 0|
1 -2 1
Ti=o0 1 . . 0
.o =2 01
|0 0 1 -1

The LHS of system (A.1) can now be expressed in column vector / matrix form
as

(I - 11D1DsS1 —1D3DIT1(j8,)%) Fi7 , — b, (A4)
2
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where I, Dy, Dy, D3, Dy, S;and T are all matrices of size (7/6, — 1) x (7/d, — 1).

I is the identity matrix, v; = fTTT, Y2 = fﬁ/
5T 0 R 0
D2 - O 26T )

T T 0
0 -+ 0 7—6

D1 = D2 - All)

D3 = D2 - )\21)

D, =71 — D5, and

0
bﬂm = (71 (77 — 0y — )\1)(f — 0y — )\2) + ’72(77 - 57‘)263(]511)2) 0 ’ (A.5)
6. f (T, 5)

Let us define:
by = ’71(’7 — 0y — )\1)(77 — 0, — Ag)érf(T, S), and
by = (7 — 6,)262 f(T, S),

then we may simplify (A.5) to

0
b, = :
b1 + bg(j5u)2
We define v3 = 467:/ V4 = 4% and
1
2
H; = ) ,
fo

such that the RHS of system (A.1) can be expressed in column vector / matrix form
as

(0 = jOu)(Fl T = F7) & oy (jou) (/T = 2B + BT

0r0r

+(1-H = ). Fd (A.6)

where 1 is a vector of size <£ — 1) x 1. By defining

G/, | =I—yD1DyS1 — 12D3D3Ty(jd.)?,
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and setting the LHS (A.4) equal to the RHS (A.6), the first-half time step of the
system (A.1) in column vector / matrix form is given as

Fd = (Gl b0 — 30 (B — B)

+ 0%y (§0u) (BT — 2F + Frih)

Or0r\ i 1
F1 =) Fy b))

for0<j<%.

A.2 ADI scheme for second half-time step

In the second-half time step of the ADI scheme, the PDE (3.1) is solved implicitly in
the u-spatial direction and explictly in the r-spatial direction. We have the follow-
ing form of the term structure PDE, where we have organised the implicit terms on
the left-hand side (LHS) of the equation and the explicit terms on the right-hand
side (RHS) of the equation,

. 5 ' . i
Fyly = ks (0= ) (BN — FJ)
u
_02577(5 )(F DIt g ptd -y gl 1)
452 J m+1 m+1 m+1

6 g i—1,5
15, (10 = M) (6 = X2)(F, e = E) (A7)

6 . 2 2+1,j ,J i—1,5
452(15 (7 = 107)70u)"(F m+1 2F +1 +F +2)

. 57 i,
+(1- (Zdr)E)Fni_%a

forl <j<4 —1

At the boundarles the central difference approximation for the second order
derivative with respect to the unspanned volatility component cannot be used. We
instead use a second-order forward difference approximation when j = 1, and get
the following expression for the discretised PDE:

i or . i\ iji—
E - HE(H - J5u)(Fnéj++11 - Fn%]+11)
57 . i,
— 0?5 (G0 (~ Y + AR = 5F0 + 200 =
5 .
0, — A1) (@6, — Ao)(F T — F 1 A8
15,0 1) (@ 2)(F, 8~ FLT) (A.8)
5 co 2 z+lg . i—1,5
452 (107 (7 — i67)j0u) " (F m+L —2F > +1 + F +2)

FO- 8 D)E .
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and we use a second-order backward difference approximation when j = & — 1,
u

and get the following expression for the discretised PDE:

- 5. ' i i
Frln]—t-l - “E(e —J5u)(F£éj++1 - szqj—i-l )

5. - .- y _—
- 02@(‘7511)(_1:;%1 HAFG = 5F 2R ) =
u

6. . o
25 (10 = )i, = M) (Y — Fr 1) (A.9)

T 2 2

5. oy - oy

+ ﬁ(zér(r — zéT)jéu)2(F;++§ — 2F7;ﬂr% + F:n+§)

(0L (id) &)

1-
m+3

We now show how the above system given by Equations (A.7), (A.8) and (A.9),
can be expressed in row vector / matrix form.
We first examine the term

SRR D (A.10)

For j =1, Term (A.10) equals
i,2 X /2 i1
F:n-i-l - F;n-&-l = 2F731+1 - 2F7Zn+1

by using the Neumann boundary condition at u = 0.
For j = §~ — 1, Term (A.10) equals

Fi,i B Fi,ﬁfQ - 2Fz',67—;fl B 2Fi,5%72
m+1 m+1 - m+1 m+1

by using the Neumann boundary condition at v = %. Hence, Term (A.10) in row
vector form is

S2Frir’z'+1a
where

[—2 2 0 0 0]

-1 0 1
S, — 0o -1 0
0 1 0
-1 0 1
0 0 0 -2 2

We now examine the second-order forward / backward difference approxima-
tionat j = 1and j = 5~ — 1, respectively.

u
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45
For j = 1, we have

i,3 ,2
- ;"Hrl + 4FZ

0
o~ SF F2F
2 1
~F, +1+2F7Zn+1 F:n+1
Forj = * — 1, we have
—FT arl T s ol
= —F 761;

m+1
L1

76u 7’76u

mi1 T2, _Fm+1 :

The approximation for the second-order derivative with respect to the unspanned
volatility component in row vector form is

ToF, m+1
where

-1 2 -1 0 0]

1 -2 1 0 :

T 0 1 0

0 0

: 0 1 -2 1
K 0 -1 2 —1]

F’L

The LHS of the system can now be expressed in row vector / matrix form as
m—+1

(I ~3#SpDs5 — 740’2T,2D6> (A11)
where I, D5, Dg, Sg and T are all of size (a/d,, — 1) x (@/d,, —1). Lis again an identity
matrix,

0w O 0
Dg = 0 20u , and
. 0
0 0 u—94y,
D5 = 61 — Dg.
We now define

1
2

H, =



A.2 ADI scheme for second half-time step 46

such that the RHS of the system can be expressed in row vector / matrix form as
N(i0, = M) (i6: = No) (F, 11 = 1)
2 2
+ 72(i5r(77 - Z(Sr)(su)z‘ |H2‘ ’2 . (F

m+5 m
1)

i
2

i+l _opic 4 picle
32

1
m+3

)

+ (1 — 40, s L
2

(A.12)

where ||-|| is defined as the norm of a vector.
By defining

G2 =1- ’)’3/€S/2D5 - 740‘2T,2D6,

and setting the LHS (A.11) equal to the RHS (A.12), the second-half time step of the
system in row vector / matrix form is given as
Froy = [0 — M)(i6, — M) (FT Y — Py
e = 08, = M) (id = M) (Fir ' — Fo )

o 2 il i i1,
+ Y2 (16, (F — i6,)8,)?|[Ha || - (Fmtr% - 2Fm+% + Fm+%)
)

1—id,—)F"
+(1—q 2)

m+%]

-1
G2 )

for0<i<£.



Appendix B

Fourier-based pricing method

B.1 Caplet price based on Fourier-transform methods

We use the following identity from Fourier analysis within the proof, valid for any
uw>0and s € R:

1 e(nFiN)s 1

5+ = _—
2T R (,U: + ZA)2

(B.1)

Let ¢(ds) denote the conditional distribution of the random variable peaplet(Z73,) S0
that g(z) = [ e™q(ds) for x € C. Let > 0 be such that §(u) < co. Then

e
R2

where the second equality follows from Tonelli’s theorem. Hence, this justifies ap-
plying Fubini’s theorem in the following calculation:

s

e 1
dAq(ds) = ———d\q(ds) = Hq(d ——=dA <
ads) = || —gdhalds) = [ eatas) [ gar<oa,

1

(u+iN)s)
(1 +iN)2

IE[pcaplet(ZTo)_‘—} :/IRS+Q(dS)

1 . 1
(L[ swrins
A <2w Je z’A)ZdA> 1lde)
1 [ q(p+id)

T 2m Jg (n+iM)?
7 Jo (1 +1iA)?
Here, the identity (B.1) is used in the second equality and Fubini’s theorem is ap-
plied in the third equality. The final equality follows using the fact that the left,
and hence, right side is real, and the integrand (p + i\)"2G(x + i) is an even func-

tion of A. The resulting expression for the caplet price follows by using the above
expectation and Equation (3.7).
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B.2 Exponential affine transform formula

Let X; be the square root process (2.14). Forany 0 < ¢t < T, and u € C, v € C? such
that E[|exp(v" X7)|] < oo we have

E, [evaXT} _ e@(Tft)Jr\I/(Tft)TXt’

where @ : Ry — C, ¥ : R — C? solve the system
(1) =b"U(r),
/ 1
Ui(r) =B U(r) + 501‘2‘111‘(7')2, i=1,2,

with initial condition ®(0) = v and ¥(0) = v. The solution to this system is unique.
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