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anC:1eJlt ",· .. ~t .. n.·" are untrarlStated acc<orQm~ to text. 
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ov·erJloc'l<e~CI. as a source 

ew~~~t~ treatment to 

ex1JStmlf,! text a 

to more 

on 

nature extant text 

serve as a ~:essaI'V prelimirullY to a 

'I" ... VJLJLI .... '" wrote was not a """,A,-,L. an account 

lOOl<1nlg at 

Re1ferring to him thus is adInititedly a modem as this name would not have 
until his the number of tJimes his technical nomenclature over the course 

career, Octavian has been n,..,'tp .... "'ri 

2 No definitive title acc.ompaIllies 

described it as Toil 

manwicrtpts, as the ofthe~"",avnl~ 

and so modem scholars have had to 
l''II'''OJ\aCK .a'a;J.tID')l"I1l1j~ the work is described as TOU 

from FGrH F 125 Exc. de 
Virtutiims et Vitits 1.353.13. I have followed Toher in .... t-~ ......... '" ....... ., .. """'. rather than Bellemare's 

imp1lica.tlolls that nec1essarily n,..,'tp1"1'P.ri title from the 
thiIlking of the work as an 

manuslcri]pt of de. Virtut. concludes with a remaIlk the after § XV.36: 
and another at the end of the extracts § XXXI 

I1I1X""n.nu .Q'''Ihao"JlM7l1/111 01~1I1a(jm<. Whether this indicates that the text was "'l ..... "'rllv 

as the use of could 'end of Nicolaus' text in this 
current work', rather than 'end of Nicolaus. ' 
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2 
men a 

. 
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to to treatment 

to 

status as a SeJI-j:)fOClalUl1Lea IUllU1Ivt:r 

treatment is COinpiared to a 

preserttation is examiltled to see lJl(:taltor was 

serve to ma.ftIllJrv NliCQllallLS e:JrtCQlnuastlC p:res€~ntiltioln 

to su.:ce~ed to 
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3 

is Knlown comes own auto['lOl~alp >:ATI ... rl'> a 

F 

was a ""U.n.ll.U. U",",lt<>1" 

course prC)mineIlt statesmen 

as tutor to 

care.6 

lCOilatlS was 

me to 

tutor at 

own U11";"no·", U1Clllcates an 

next Chlr0I1101c)glca! is " ...... v ........... was at 

wrote an accourlt 

same 

was unlIOU)Wltl; it is was 

" Nicolaus tells us that he was about 60 years old when he travelled to Rome in 4 BC with 
Archelaus. 
5 So All further citation of ~gments, unless spe:cifilcally '1' ....... J.uv...., refers to 
Nicolaus' collected fta1~mmts in .• "" .... 'vc passages from the itselfwill be cited in 

6 Toher 1985: 11. Cf. Bellemore 1984: xv. 
'1984: xv. 
8 Strabo 15.1.73. 
9 Dio 54.9.9-10. J Rich that Nicolaus may be the ultimate source ofDio's account. 
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as at some 

to court. 

wrote 

to to 

on 

it was 

ae~iCl"lIIJeS as '-8 

lcolaus' own writil1lgs. 

!tis 

F was Spl~n(nng too on 

10 F 135. 
11 F and see JOS:epllUSA.! 16.16 ff. 
12 A.!16.31ff. 
13 A.! 17.99.4. 
14 F 136.11. 
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5 

a sources as T'I::'1T'I1T'1 a 

no secure as ne.llellfim'e J)iOln1ts not 

use 

J. " ..... "'"La ... "" was 

"""" • .-.1'1'11'" as a source 

events as man 

was 

COI1ltinllleCi to 4 wrote 

an etl1m01gI'ciptuccU a 

Plutarch "" .. ,,,An,.,.. LlICi#M~'1}IIC1!;}. which refers ro a cake rather 
than a dat:e-t1lalI1ll. 
17 Bellemore 1984: xvi. 
18 Toher 1987: 136. 
19 Dramatic works - s.v. Nicolaus. The Greek fi'aI~~:nts 
FGrR. F 1-102 rnn, ... ri,,,,,, aU that remains of his 
are from the first 7 after F 70 the tend to be much shorter and are found in authors such as 

1989: F 103-124 are from the etmlogl'8pblicaJ 
ft"''''TIUJr.>r: and F 131 - 139 Nicolaus' auu)bi(J,graphy 

Aristotelian commentaries survive in 
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an au.n ......... ;; 

as SiInp.lici.us, a 

........ LU<>"' .... no mere eDItOlI1.Cltor. 

"""'Frt •• r"i" was 

"' ......... "'",, ... ''' to 

notO)1011lSJV ........... J, ....... u texts.'2l 

to " ..... "'.w ..... '" .............. """ .... , was a ;; ............. , ... ;; inJ:luE~(:e on 

F 

is not 

, . .. is " ....... ,........... to serlwne111ts one 

men ... ",ti11nii .. ""rt 1V ........ um..IIV .. 

contents on a pr,lgInalllc, .. u ......... :u. .. ,:u 

20 Drossart Wofs 1969: vii-ix. 
21 Drossart Lulofs 1969: viii. 
22 S.V. Nik. Dam. 3. 467 

'23 

A~muo"Tou Aair~~~' <D/A00'iiI1(ptK llal:ll1!'l.n'l1T'IXI1c .;; Drossart Lulofs 
as a Platonist may be an error of the since he is not described as such elsewhere. 
23 Tober 1985: 10. 

6 

wrote a 

commentators 

an 
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account 

to 

cOl1teimplOr«ny source 

to errlerl~erlce onto 

dllO'essl'on on 

cOllltEmlpolrarvaccount momentous 

most eX1tensHi'e POlltlCcll h'n ....... "' .... h,u .. " ...... 1+"" ..... in '_U.:x:A 

an lft"1ln.n.1"hl ...... t- be.mng 

wrote 

reasons 

a 

24 Jos.epltl.us of Nicolaus' 
...... ·"'11 ... J;<;. AJ 14.9 and 16.183-187. His did not nre'/ent 

Nicolaus as a source. Toher argues that 'Scholars have been 
Joseptlus' criticism ... This sequence of criticism of a and a claim of accuracy for the 

account is of a found in many ancient and so there is a risk of to Jos;eoillus 
characterization it does not deserve.' 
25 Tober 1985: 2. 
26 'Nicolaus emlDlo'vs the method of a P ..... 1rul't .. tir in pre:seIltiDlg the order of events in the life of an individual' 
1901: 190. In Hall 76 
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extant text comes two manw;cripts a 

two manw;cripts COIltaln 

one, 

Aa.UT/ZiQOt;, not 

is a six:teEmt:l1 (",o:>nlh ... ", 

serves to 

it is imVossilble to reconstruct deJtinitivlelv 

is even some arl'tUlmE!Ilt an1OIl~;t ........... ,"1"' ...... ""~hr\l"""'" 

now 1'lPi'Pr1riPCI 

1 Bellemore 1984: xviili. 
2 Bellemore 1984: xviii. 

as or, 

8 

is 

AtU!tlStUS, or 
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9 
§ come 

af1:l;urrlents rE?UUlflg to 

"''''tn'l ... 01 ... ."IVlY nature to it 

,u, .. ,rraJrJnc most 

two hnlr;!;li5.h 

am~m'pts to 

POSltllOn on 

over 

onto text new 

1. 

modelm S4:hO'larsmp on 

""""-",,,'rh, to l"oIlIcoJaus 

source was 

3 Toher 1985a: 18. Nicolaus must have used the De vita sua, as can be seen from the correlation between the 
Aaj'fTtU)O' and Suet. DA 8; this does not mean that he bad to have used the when it was 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

10 
was lMT'lu,r'Dn SOlIDE!tlIne 

same 

pr()()E!mi.UD15 were 

extant OP'enlIn2 

some eV1ldE!tlc:e ",,,,,,,,n.~t" a 

one, 

Jle1utenants on 

ie51tltoS meos aU5;vlC1S qulnqJ"IQ~~s et 

SUDl to PPIOrtl0I1l00 to 

on, it seems, lm:nf'1'at()y as 

4 Gabba: 1984: 62, 
s § 1.1: WI.JO'>f.",,,iw.!HV aside 
from the Constantinian P.Y .. ',..,."otnr ..... JJI ... "", .. , 

6 His C8nlpaigns 
7 Toher 1985b: 201. 
8 this to the beg;mntng of Suet. DA 21: domuit am~fJIC~llS suu ... 
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11 
...,...~ ..... 'nn'_ 9 over as \UlZW;tu.s' rI,",,,,,,,,t-.... .... ~O.'lT''''' became more to<:useo, 

Lras~1US was trunoruslV 1".~h"I:!Dt1 

even 

Parttrian "" ....................... "" as a ............. 00.& J trum1J~ted on 

thIDU:1th it was 

a 'n"""""" ..... '?t .... 

more excunOIE!S to 

it was a response in 38 BC to Sextus POll1lpeius' use ....... """,,"", and Octavian's need for 
.. ,11,P1'1I'lQUUJ his prowess. argues, more that after Octavian's 
imlpeI1atonal 8.C(;lamation after Perusine War - attested in B.Cw. 5.46 - he was as 

his prowess and thus his in the eyes of the Dictator's fonner 
Sin:lps<m believes Octavian assumed the praenomen once left after the conference of 

Bnmdisium in 39 BC. At any rate, both of these assumed it at a young age. 
10 who also was >l:nurin.", 

II Wardle who further argues that refusal served an additional function in the context of the 
electoral and civil disturbances of 19. It reminded the Senate that who had the on 

held supreme power, but tactful refusal demonstrated that the 
and its were nonetheless still to with the Senate. AUI~ltus· " ..... ".t.·..mv 

macleqlJate record should not, be underestimated. 
Aen. and Horace's Carmen Saeculare. A similar tone is corlVl!!'ved 

on the of the Prima Porta statue. Coins the return of the lost Parthian standards in 20 BC 
were minted in 18 Parthian a standard and with the PARTIDA RECEPTA 
\LlIV,""'u;, no. 1 0 no 40 

Toher 1987: 136. It is that the Universal 
the Herod of his sons 
and down to Herod's death in 4 BC. 

the reference to 
WOlrkiIU! on it after 7 
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tormeaa to COInpIDse an 

to ,un-'UIIY was pU_UJj~.lI,t!U is no 

ntf-,PTlf',"" to a an aU1Droadl.15 

it is to 

..... .,,,h • .,' .... ,.::;e" ..... , as it 

not COrtCllllS1V 

no concrete 

came to a ra(llcau 

, ...... 1'.''''''' ....... was c01:u:erred 

a more gene:raI 

emlPilre meant 

14 Tober 1987: 137. 
IS Tober example of Cornelius "" .......... , the 

text held 
expresses some doubt. The two versions of the 

opjD.i(Jln about which Tober 
before Atticus' death in 32 

and the second sometime before revolves around his use of the whicb Horsfall as 
means with the about a 

between cb. 12.1-2 and 19-20. This is a somewhat tenuous it has own 
oJ)jlDi(]ln is that there is not evidence either way to solve the debate. 

from the time after Archelaus' accession in 4 BC - see cb. 1 pg. 4 above . 
...... -1"'""'''' RE xvn col. 362-423. 
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one it 

not 

ell··Kn.ow'l1 statement as eV1:0elrtCe was one 

no enl}JE!rOlrS were uu'",·""h .... 'n".l1 

seemirlSZ to Oe(llCBltea to enlp.O!rClr was, in l111'Pr1tp(l at 

was not necces!;ar] 

ac(:or(lea £11""1''''> status 

eIIlpe!rolL"S were consiste!ntllv 

more a reltleccolon 

must 

a not rn-nuin' ............ 

18 J..,i:U~"""W col. 404-406 . 
. ,:,v.u-a. cf. also Suet DA. 52. 

was for the eXl>onent of this presenitea in The n ... "_ .... Roman I<:w.mp,"nl>' 
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...... ,'''''''' ...... " was, 

so 

reh~relnce to tenlpll~S to 

malcate a DrE~;e 

so 

same InaI1J1er, 

at 

we see rec::orded 

most int:erE:!StllnS! to cOlnposlltlorn can 

to an 

seen as an eXlercISe on 

abilitv to COltnnlal1lCl 

use sentence § as eVlUtmc:e 

wrote an 

F at 

23 Hall 1926: iii. 
24 Malitz 2003: 127-8: 'unwahrscheinlich'. 
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is movements 

Ju(uu;~an court cannot out to I:-'UJ .... VJl ....... at some 

so can 

once 

co:ncJluslvE~lV ............... ''- a to as 

ar)~neJnts are 1:-''''' • ...., ...... ,,<:; 

concrete eVl.QeltlCe to m<llCiate "n,n,h",lv wrote 

in stem 

state us, as 

ante was a 

to as source 

26 

an 

extracts on were in 

some manner to 

rest came 

2S Tober 1987: and cf. D. 13. 
26 1926: 263-265. 
27 1984: xi. 
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not crurrac:telise 

extant text covers events 

as 

itis 

ITllLgr:neJtltS come 

SODlet11tmg to 

28 LQ,'~U""W RE col. 422-423. 
29 Toher 1985: 65. 
30 Bellemore 1984: xx. 

de!)cIllbed as an .MI.rur ... ,,_ .... u.vul".'. not 

extant as we it 

ac(~etJltec1_ as 

statements to m(llCiilte 

term 

text 

to 

veterans setnea 

extant text -

to 

two rzantlne "'"..... .. he .. " it 
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text can source 

ViTifutibus et 

it an am~actlve sellectlLOn 

are 

treatment a 

it 

a 

COlnstarlti1:1ian tome was "'n' ... "" ....... '''"''''', .. " "'0,-.&& ..... 

so to a 

to an 

to 

an 'i1"l'1.n{'1.?h:.n't source as 

pr()lO,~e is aocumEmt to ""<:;':I'I.J.,LI.I'<:; new 

extant 

nnpn1'n a sentence ""<:;ll.CllJll:lI 

the extant text ends after Octavian's realization that Antonius was plOUlIIlg 
states at § XXXI.130 that Antonius was a 

ex(:eq:ltorto include XXVII-XXXI in the eJ)11tome. 
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18 
, 

1{OO!fnt:7rOll 01 all~"(XIJI1fOI 

It nature reverence a 

as 

euelin'l!crtal are C011WtiOlnal 

rhii"",'",rI as a Co:nsl~lleIlCe 

once <;; .... v .... J:;..L. to ensure 

eml)ire to 

"""'1"(''''·''' to 

as reverence 

so 

a serves as an 

man C01lC€!mcO!d. <Tun ....... 

not as an 1mlltatton 

32 F 125. 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

common a 

two: 

wrote 

...... V'AU ..... wrote to 

if "34 

two u ....... L-'" are not ......... .,."""'",, 

","'-'InLY to pefSlll.aale CI()nCJU4~reQ 

more 

more 

as 1""""..,..,,,+,,,,.,' t:.UIl~OJras 

in as to 

sentences are 'int·"" .. ~"",nn 

33 He discusses the two texts and their relliUlClDsJlup to the Iittle~known corpus ch.3 of his 1985 thesis. 
34 Toher 1985: 73-4. 
3S Similarities with the prOoeIiIDWtll 

XeJDo):,bolD, and the nwmerous with the three 
Ly:siml8Cl~us cited as evidmce that Nicolaus was 

That the evidence is so and 
is the 
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, 
o 

""4."-""V Tt 

over 

aitPrl.IlQ1-dl< even WltfU,ut 

11n>'1lllf1W;l1J not even "".'VUl,. names, nor 

use as it imJrnec1ia1:ely ", ... .-.,1£""" a COlnp,:tru1OIl even 

supeno.nty over, Al~ex2mCler 

9 

one ""'fI"\W+hu 

Lhiapber II is Ni(:ol,lUS pr()~amlIrultic statement a SUInIDaI 

some 

37 Suetonius records J\Uigusrus' Alexander-DA 18.1. 
38 Bosworth 1999:1. 
39 OGIS 458/ SEG N Fhrenhoen:r& Jones 1967: doc. 98 
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statement 

§ 

no disiCw;slcm 

course. 

can po1renllallY to sort 

is 

as 

a man. 

it ::lInn&>::lI1'Q COJltriH'V 

1<""",r1oUY"" amount text was 

on prC)I:>illt>i.l!1ty 

a prc)ffijnellt 

Laesailian IVJlVV'O"', to 

to 

::;UietorutlS covers 

some 

I 

F 

Aall!1'Q.OOt::. one 

............. "'\A as a 
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cast ::;utetonilllS seems to ............... " ... '" was not 

::;UE~tOJ1Ii1llS is 

more ......... ,~ .... u. 1:JUOm1Latllon 

mtlroauctlon to 

overtones -

no'ttceall:>l'V more W",,,""lo 

it 

JrullteJ:ial was 

one sua is it was not 

own 

on 

as an 

era, 

a 

was to 

a asa 

40 Suet DA 2.3. 
41 Suet. Tib. 1-2. This includes 28 5 7 ceIISOI:8bips, ova,noJJIS: 1 0 spe<~mc 
InUIV1C1U1l11!1, both male and are named or referred to the many dis,tinlgWshed 
nf)"""""""",,l deeds and were notorious for their aristocratic sn(1lbberv 
42 Suet. DA 2.3: nihil quam P/H"p,,,,t .. i locuplete, et in qua 
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means a COltlCE!Iltlratilon on events 

one a 

sources 

U2usitu.s was Tn ....... I,,, 

to 2l'e':lter lenlgti'lS to ...-n ... ",T .. "P 

source, 

course, 

not to AaiIUI.I',()OC; was 

Char,lCtier; it """'''''"",,'''''''' 

was annnUT4:.n 

were concerns 

"'" .. J ...... , ..... not asa 

most .................. '" abseIIce are numerous to 

not ne,~e:::t 

43 Toher 1985: 135-7. 
44 For because he can find nOl:1111iLg of AUI~US n,~t .. ? ... ",1 grandtidh1er he describes him 
as ma'J(isterliis contentus atJl!lnGtante n,atrlimllllllO tranqlUII,tsslme senuit, 
4S Toher 1985: 136-7. 
46 Suet. DA Dio 45.2. 
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so m.ost accurate ............................ . 

are 

as men, even a 

m.ore an ffi411c:au.on were 

tw.o m.ost ....... """',,,....,,.,,,,. 

as 

J 

J 
serve t.o 1ll1lStrat:e 

... n.'''Tn.;~"c:. one partt(:u1JU e:l(arnp:le pres,en1ts some 

text as a 

....... ,...,,,,. in QUles"n.on occurs in IDl[a-8elLlt€~nc:e at 

at 

scene 

47 In 

48 In bis he wrote several tr'a:2:e<llies and comedies. Aristotle would have aDl1ITO\l'eo. 

49 Toher 2oo3a: discussed at in ch. 5 below. 
50 Hall 1923: 80 n.12.1. 
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it lvtlS #JeC'flUliie not 

as some 

a 1111 11rl~'" allotted to Cltl7nl'S. as it was 

adoDtio,n is on 

1vtlS nature 

If we assume 

at 

on 

not § ..... < ..... " .. " more sense if 

53 ClL. Suet. DJ37. 
54 Suet. DJ 83.1. 
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as statement nE1fOM'lU.eJlOC is more 

mdlers:taI1lda!ble, COlninl,R as it U"" ....... JIUU to QU'UIJI'.-

§ Qlk:..lCO;::;:' more 

sas~aClty more swtea. 

to an errlerJ~eIlt Sltab:!SllrtaIl, come to 

nriju",l'"" concerns -

aOlrne:snc tone not cOInoatilole 

matter a oUlblllC career -

care 

re2CU'cis to § ad()ob.on, it aOl>eaJfS 

account. 

more int'pl',~t,pcl 

sense to 

55 Bellemore 1984: 81 believes it may even be a reflection COJ1ldeJllSUlg on the of the py~~ttnr 
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context 

at to stress aectswn to at was a 

true successor, statesman 

own 

Jrt:;lI""1i~n was 

pplefl(led to as 

(1r~vi~n as imlately 

"-",,,,<xu. dlepende1d on at a 

" ..... v .......... '" v ........ ,,"" it account 

as one 

as one assumes 

a COCllICll apll)eIlaea 

on 

56 Malitz 2003: 114 and 133. 
57 Caesar's Pedius and JUe:at-loetlhe'w L. were lesser Pedius had been one of Caesar'a 

between 58 and the of much information on Pinarius seems to indicate that he was 
KellVe1l1ev & Madden 1988: Caesar Octavian to the Pedius will 

the unresolved of fanciful conjeclme 
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........::Ii~:u must some prE!SSlilre to nn'rT'I"n::lt-,p an 

SOltl-llll-l,llW were 

mailTJJige to 

asl!>aSiSirlS as 0-"",.,.,'11::11,"':: son,. si nasceretur.58 

extracts § statement 

OJ"'Ju. .... ~'" as an 

account hDorn,m"".:: 

more as events to are 

...... Fi ..... Fi pruiSal~e at start § states 

a 

pr()gramlIllCltic statement it more in common 

true 

excursus come 

S8 DJ83.2. 
S9 Cf. B.eiv 
60 Octavian's at the was XVII.48 and 

Dio 44.35.2. M. Antonius used Octavian's absence from Rome in the 
off as Caesar's heir - he seems to have entertained 
Caesar's heir: Cic. Phil. 2.71; Dio 44.36.2 and 53.5. 
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some 

was not 

111,(:111111<: to 

man 

A~,rI1aiI1OC;. it "","'LUlU not 

was 

on 

61 Bellemore 1984: xviii - xix. 
62 Toher 1985: 91. 
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63 "''1.1'''''''''''' as when we left Octavian in XVIII he was off for Rome in whereas the 
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we can cOlolectlll'e at m1;en,C1eC1 to ","",,,,,,.1."'-"'0 

"' ...... ,IIAJ'A ........ statement at F 

itmarl<ed as " ..... vu;.Ui:> wrote 

64 Hall 1926: n. on 28.9. 
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66 That this is is shown 
61 See ch 1, n.S and 9. 
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a 

to it diff'irult, if not lDll)()Sl~lble. Alth4:)tH.:!~ 
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no means 

the close correlation between Suet. DA S and I-XVIDofthe 
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bK)graphy h~:.T~:T""" Me to Mom.i~~liaJno,~ 

\.irlee);s· ulteI'est ill 

:...tll~d~~ed h ... , ...... ''''n,h •• ,,,;;, were 

excursus on 

was Intereslted ill 

., .... ,"'t ..... " nature ........ ::.o.U •• t:: means not one can 

account 

a small fi"agmlent of the c. Be writer -':"'"\11'11,,,,' 

."",,' .... !; ........ u 1993: 25-27. 
"Hornblower 1991: 212. 
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hnTA7""''''''' as some states 1-'>.".'-"' .... ......".J:lI ...... rl~.lUm(:e on 

5 Herodotus 4.44. 
6 1993: 29. 
7 Gem 1993: 4, 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n
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"' .... , .... vu to state. 
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,.,. ...... 1; • ., over 
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l1mILteato V1(},T'U>n<>c: on 

were an apOlC)gE!OC ae,fellCe 
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astrone: ...... , ..... ,,''''' on 
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8 8. 
9 MOlDli~~liaJ10 1993: 50. 
10 1993: 50. 
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to no was seiUC:hi:J02 emlpiIid1;t """ ...... ,,"" ....... to 

phI1oso1Ph'V; SleeJan.2 to answer Van(]fUS .... ""''''t-.n.,..''' rE~Jaltea 

VVJL.L .... ,_'" via 

II Gera 1993: :vr()Doedia: Education and Fiction', in A.H. Sommerstein & C. Atherton 
Education in Greek Fiction (N()ttulglililIl1, at 92. 

o.<l" ........ ,y .. 1992: 57. 
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urflP1"II'U>T a 
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if one trum can to 

were 

were {!1'()ut)ed or pr()fel5Si(Jns 

13 Rhet. 1.4.1360 where it is use to the orator that concerns him because it is one of 
several means to the end skilled in the arts. There are also the vast number of Greek 
constitutions that he and his students .... Vll""ILcu, of which the Atk Pol. is all that remains. 
14 1993: 66-68. 
15 1993: 69. 
16 1993: 74 ~76. 
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................ ""can some 

most are 17 

OeJSCTm€!O as 

common to 

17 HennipP'us' for "'A ...... IJ."" are summarised in Heraclides ........ ," ......... 11. and 
n.," .... ,~i.·'" ofHalicamassus 
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tra.gIIlerllWY nature 

...... '.hl.... hlistorilcit:v was solmewltat 

to amlUSling or saIliiCUJUS anlocclobf:!.18 one can see 

Peripate!tic concern 

'i ............. L."' .. , to a pn::!tererlce seriOtlS tone. 

.,..""" .... , .... , dominaited as it was .: ... \Jlll .. :::, was a tmJfo,und 

18 Lefkowitz 1981: 89-90. 
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19 See ch. I, p. 6. 
20 1993: 86. 
21 1993b: 118. 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

as a wrlol~e.;,u 

account lIn ......... _ to 

astute analvsis 

was not a SpeoJl1CclUy t"eJlpciltetlC pro<luc1. 

a partiCtLlarlv J)lrotr,actE!d Jt~meSl8, 

beI:'ore }\!'llSteJtle or AriistoiXeJ1US wrote. 
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leJ.:len1St:llc v' ....... ' .......... , it more 
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at m.r'O"II"~nhv were 

22 MClmi,gmmo eXIIll'eSseci a similar view of the work. 
n Leo was a forceful propollaent related to his masterful 
SuetonianlPlutarchan forms blOl!P'8lllly. He that an um>pec::ificd 
was for the develO):nnent be termed the Plutarcban funD. Momi!!~lO 
was since the genre is ess.entil8ll) 
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24 Lewis has more recent!ly shown that the Sucrtolluan-tyJ)e had close links with the tec1mi'llues 
POlllUCW and forensic had influenced Roman autobiograpity and from the start 

it was thus and a native Roman than of Greek 

MOlmgilaDO 1993: 18-20. 
26 Jones 1971: 72. 
21 Polb. Cicer Fam. 16.1.1 offer ~)lo:getic statements to this effect 
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28 StarnI'll)' with Stuart 
2\l 1992: 60. 
30 1992: 61. 
31 1992: 63-67. 
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own set stat:em~ent; a 
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means § 
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3SDuffI999: 17. 
36 Duff 1999: 17-18. 
37 Duff 1999: 21. 
311 See pg.50-51. 
39 1993: 9-14. 
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40 M(J>mi~~iaJl0 1993: 69. 
41 1992: 138-141. 
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42 10.21.8 = FGrH 173 
43 1993: 103. 
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44 Now 
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.. , EN 1 1 44bl-5. 
,. EN 1142a1-3. 
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moments § 

51 DA 86.1. He addressed "'AV."' ..... solclIerS, and even 
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It "' .......... "":,,~'" L .... l(:OliilUS use a spE!Citilcall-V COJlOllIIUUt, as a 

pr()ta,~orust ro iT .... ,,,,, .. • .... 
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",","UTII'n ... wars: 

was .... i~'"."' .. pollhcaL arts 
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seems SOlrrlPwtlat 1nc:reCllI,le 

aware 

S2 This indiividual. nrnllUOnlV 

B.Cw. 3.16 and 
the BSSIILSSiJILS, re:SUlti.lilg 

9.15. .... .... ·..,.;,,, .. 1<,1,, "''''1'''''''''''' 

ch.5. 
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54 Dio 43.15.1. 
5S Aristotle EtkNic. 

I' 
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.. 
'7 The subtle manner in which Nicolaus contrasts and interlinks the cbaracterisation of Caesar and Octavian is 
discussed below. 
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was a tealtw,e 

retmE~lmt over 

na1:urcll, as OPlpo~1ed to 

51 Cairns 1993: 2. 
59 Cairns 1993: 14 n. 29. 
60 Cairns 1993: 415. 
61 Etk Eu. 1234 a27. 

l:IeCaw;e it apl:Pea:rs 

1ih>T~'hn'<p as as 

are tnllat:e 

contribliltes spe;:ifically to 

a nwmlJ4er 
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an 

selr-ll~ge." 58 

a more 
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POite:Jlti,il to move hg:>'Tnni.ri SllffilPlv aD1DI'E!CIalttn 

to ....... "', ...... " .... 

It 

62 Eth. Eu. 1234 a 32. Nicolaus' use of 
63 Etk Nie. 1128 b 10-20. 

in 29 is thus intentional. 

M Eth. Nie. 1178 b 4-20. 
6.S 1993: 427. 

eVll<1enc1e, a 

as .................. ,1<:> d.es<:nIJes 

it 
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a COD(lplE~ Cc)ncept own more narrow rl""JFi .... iiH"" ..... 
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not 

spEot1.cally to counteract ::';UletonitlS rE!Colrds were at 

66 DA 69. 
61 lsocrates 45. 
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611 Arist An. Hist. 8.581 a 17ff. 1972: 688-91. 
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is some 

bel~lS to "11' .... 011'''.<0> .....,."'''''' ...... " 

2 4.30.4. 
3 ThE~ogl~mv 360. 
4 Palismlias 7.26.2. 
S Plato Phaedo 1070. 
6 

7 
s.v. 
664: 

not 

..,.....""' .. "1 n,nu1""''' .... states a 
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as an even was 

as 

Qe!u.rea to 

or term rill_Iv alSSOcta'tecl 

strikE!S one as 

trSllSgJressdon or act 

aPl:leaJl.'ea to 

a.T'~&aO","'Jt1l:»lA&l ; OT 977: TI ~' 

13 AIi1I:lers 
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",HlPn1nt'",rl to ratlOIUUJLZe 

...... ,~" ..... "'........... or un,eX'oo:reQ haplpeIlings, 

as was no more was no InOre 

le~,.tJ:milte cause, one 

as an >.,;lI •• """ ..... llltel:ahll'e can seen two 

no 

or a pe'1'S()nlltlE!<l term lo'Iil1nnllv 

event not a exoucaloJ.e cause. 

ata 

UJ.<~""''''''''''.lV'' were 

seen numerous POllU,caJ. .... 1-', ..... "." 

it the~retore not m11''nTi,!lti1110' 

is n:::lln1'PCI as unlor,edJictilbJ .................. success 

14 4.709a-b. Cf. the Pythagol'elm IJ'iotj()genes' 
IS Stob. 1.6.17a. 
16 195b31ff. 
17 

S.V. 
181.140.1. 
19 30.10.1. 

as 
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to 2lXi!?1"llJil"1 h·i",.,,,,"':;,,..,,, I Qe'Vel0pIl1f~nt, as 

ascent to to numt>er 

lIUIUEmc:e over 

events mcl1V'lQ'ualS was a concern 

........................ a .1lU"LUI~A at eVEm COlLltrad:ictc)ry .... n· ........ " ... t ... 

is 11V'l""",lu r1e8J)OJlSilble 

.... "".., ....... "' ... ..,. aIDStrac::tt(m, be<:ODles a :pr., ................. :pr., activellv lIltltlen.dl1lg events 

20 39.8.2. 
21 38.21.3. 
22 1.63.9. 
23 1.l.2. 
24 10.5.8. 
2S 18.28.5. Walbank 1966: 56-58. 

to 

a nm(eQ 

to 

a 
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as common 

on ....... , .............. , 

an 

was a COJnCE~pt some "'LU' ......... to sense man toa 

most llUmJdnd was .... ""' ...... , 

were nnwE'l'IE'R~ to save a man 

at rU ... I.I..I..I.AO:::O must 

to DrE~ail. Zfl 

term it not or means 

. 
() 

II'}!] 

set 

it if a 

- seem as 

it as no 

26 II. 22.174-6. 
27 1992: s.v. Fate. ru ..... .., ... lI\,I. the ma.emrllle nature of the should be borne in it could also fimICtiOID, 

deJ;ICDGIing on the albeit in a partic:tllarly abstract fashion remote from the 
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an a~;trslcnon; 

was emlpIC)VE!CI ""n111IVl'l to were 

abstr.ilct nature as as 

appearE!d to 

to 'IIen1eS1S, as chtltlonic aleJ.t1E!S. 

one posseSSE!d a pelt'SOltlal 

an .pl'l,n,,,,O' a man to an elelllleJll.t 

"riro'H ...... needlng to seen, an eleJmeJlt 

a COlr'lSllr.1er'aDJle ctlSP,ar:U:v tM~twiI"Pn 

COIlCe1)t at 

seems to as a 1l04IlQ4E!SS came to 

I-'nr'hlllID was never an aDliOI1ute miisb~es:s. h, ..... ""·"""'.> .. as was 

nuJlUelt1Ce on was 

.uU.UCU.l.JI c(lI\C!entuallv dlltE!reJlt to two lite:ran:ue. It 

211 1992 S.v. Fate. 
/1.18.1 

.fI.aJI:URU 1987: 505. 

name "' ...... """ •• 17 uldic::ab!!S 

11.292 . 

on COI'lCe)t as it ae'VeiOPea. 

was not to 

was not a 

31 Plautus Poon. 132: "e virtute '","U .. .,. "nt·; ... ;' ... · Ennius A.nnales 257.: "fnl>'tim!L'I:' fortuna viris data. .. 
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was 

...... ,n+ ....... +iiuA num.en 

a SDleClllc 10(~atl0Il. or even a wrlole or 

................. "" at notes 

UICl~Q.U:::U to 

to 

:Il11!mi:testatiorlS was 

stress "'1I't'U"""''''',rl 

as 

s1)Emic vota 

sworn 

...... u!:lll,'" as as 

su~~e!)t a KOIrulIIlS avvc,Q..UJu,:; to 

a one. 

case was a 

ass:imlilation to 

32 ~:Ia.ul.u 1987: 504 - 9. 
33 10.46.14. 
34 ~lanl,U 1987: 505. 
3S 34.53.5. 
36 Fears 1989: 834. Fears 

issue of ancient religiolllS 
... 1!'IP,f_.......t the more used term. 
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not 

one, came to 

it 

was 

or or 

cause; over 

to 

sense not 

it was as 

was it was reS1;aI'ae~a as 

a nec:essary a suc:cesstu ......... ~"' ... v states 

I-"n,1"n'n,,"'u was sent 

to sah~guard war agcllIlJ!lt 1\IutJU'aaa'tes; 

a 

38 Fortuna characterised like incerta and centum hominum 
haec t.IeI.'mc'" 

""' .. " .... ..., 1987: 522. 
40 Plutarch Marius 45.9 - !.'DW Cf. Val. Max. 1.2. 
41 1987: 523. 
42 Cicero de 45 - ... amisissetis nisi ad divinitus en. POlftD,etu,m 
ad eas Romani attulisset. - and 48 - non sum Drl:leartCGltw"US, QU(lnl(U ille res 
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on own was not .. n ......... '" a ... 0,... .. · .. " I was 

"'''''''''11, .. 1>,"", nlOflrent'l esse, mentam ra'WlJelllUlJle ~t>m;lnan 

was to a a 

a or 

to 

successes, as were to 

to sense 

not a 

to was a 

QiI'rph.'J/,,'" was a fa"" ..... ''''' 

it was a rare t .. ::II"'''''' 

It aDl:>ears to 

successes to 

own as a means 

is not a S~~tiCCiI.uy 

mUitiare. terra ml'1lrunl'" Q:ua,ucu1Ue 1e/llctt,ate O'p.~''<l",rl1 ut eius semper volumatibus non modo cwes aarense,'zm, socii 
ob,'emj!7erartl'lt. hostes ob,'eafiermt, 
43 22.25.14. 
« Plutarch Sulla 19.8-10. 
'IS Weinstock 1971: 114. 
46 Plutarch Alex 50.1: Alexander's m1,dn1'h'1I1IP ... """''',i ........ the ........... 1I't.mii1ru for Cleitus' evil to him. 
47 1987: 549. 
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poJLttl(::laIlS were accust:Oll'lecl to 

h1IItlSeJlt, a we,ll-known ratllona.J.l!lt, aICkl'LOlllrle(lg;E!Q 

cause, some liim ... ,,*lI"u accounts 

recounts "-4,c.:MU 

translntssiOn to counter I:'Olrnpeian frI.'II"f'I.lHI1_ 

atbmllpt to cross sea was un:suc:ce;shll S111g;$~es1ts 

a 

Brwctdisium to 

lQE!lltlCal to one 

48 Caesar BG and BC 3.68.1. 
49 Caesar CIa:ID1C~ to be her favourite in a letter to Cicero since for him and 

for his si non Forl'Imae obsecuhls - omnia enim seC'lmliissima adverswima illis 
via.tmtlll1'. P1rO<11RlCMi - the of Fortuna Publica Caesar's were struck the 

CQetI. 38.3 -
!II B.Civ 2.57. 
!l2 Weinstock 1971: 121. 

and blood flowed a to the of Fortuna lCetI'PiClrem 
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ru4aQ1er, not one 

C01:1lUlCOlP1a on reverse, was 

era new reI,re;entatiion. 

a £OQQless seclJ:a1rerlS) was 

neaJr-

was wClr1dtng not 

new 

53 Aesch. 664. 
54 Horace Carmina. 1.35. 
5S Weinstock 1971: 124-127. 
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a SigrutJlC811t 

own a .......... , ..... '" to tn' ......... "" 

AalfJ'a~ occur at siS!:;niJic;:mt moments 

extant no mE!ntilOn terms 

a corlSeClUeJnce a retJLection 

was primarilv interE!Sted 

as an eXE!IlU)W was an 

remove 

to 

n:::uY:::an abl;trclctlon was not 

< 
() 

a 

occurs at§ in to at .rJ.!IJ'VllVUJWI 

must i1e(V1IIIe a man; cmtsilrJer is neC~SSifl", execute 

AI1:b.Ol~ the Christian context of the Bv::r.an1tine would have UD(leniab,1y influenced all texts of the time to 
or lesser extent 

That this is a of Octavian's character is demonstrated 
which the sentence is stnIlctwred, the conscious balance and of the second 
of the stereot1mic:al 8IllUtbeslS between and the of 

Ob\rlOlllSlV constructed this sentence with coIlSidlerabl 

what it in aesthetics. 
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sense to 

cut-tlhr()at arena 

nor ne~S'!atlv'e .... ,..,"',_1", .... ".., altnou,f.tl\ 

n ..... fln1l"h" .... '" moments as 

more su(:ce.ssflill, 

as were encolllI\lter,ed. 

sentence C011tains a numtlier most notat)lv WUIIV!:IU. 

son to 

~~11n£U1C rtetel~DYltl()n; so 

must now lJeC::01fi1e a serves as a 

enco1llI\ter SltlilatlOlilS tllro,Ulln a 

true vvJ ........ ,--.. arena was enlteriing was tte,i:lCl1ter()US 

t.,.. .. t,.~.", serves to 1IlI\Qe:JrJ1I1te 

events "' ................... "" to 

.,.. ... ' ... n' ......... "" moment. 

next eJamt'ple at§ 

as not even 
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seems to sense 

contact 

was entireJlv Cl:>n(l1tlOlliU 

icolaus seems to it was not 

to 

at 

................ to serves to hlJtrulglllt 

were cOlnp1:ete contrast to flrb""l:II1r'1' 

at 

§ ... LB. • ....,....',J',J. we encounter 

a cares 
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saw 

was 

not alU',R"etfler anmmve to 

was atbem]t1ti'lR 

not 

we as a .....",ur."' .... 11 one n ... ,:ourn 

accrue 

SOInelN'ruat aJmtlrigtlOllLS - it 

as 

to H .... '1I'n~ .... 

re2lSOnaiD[V so, tnC:arItatllon as 

son1l'n'ial"l. 

to 

venture was ."', ........ """.-t destined to succeed. 
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at it 

encounter causes 

as 

a ~I"' __ 

cares decisicm to aCClf>ut 

sentence '7T1I.111'T1,)I1 Ie 

a 

veterans 

:Myh.l'J'.IP to set 

out ... 

it seems to a more specific 

a or 

a cnnon aecrslon ... ,U'u.'''''''''"'' ae<:::taE$ to a pattlctJJar 

to correct one ............... ,""". 

eXlpreSSion was a ......... .u • .u£&J .... 

the formal acceptaillce 
Ul"'l'''''IJU'R>IY correct observance of the niceties of Roman _Iii ... ,.m and 

polrttcaU,IrOwlds. since the was, after But he took traditional religiOllS nin._rvmnr .. ,,-.., .... "·"his 
whole cf. Suet. DA and see Malia 2003: 191 n.435. 
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course lrthermlore, to 

use 

statue 

as 

it 

61 Bellemore 1984: 96. 

to 

to career 

CorruIllg as it 

out no 11n .... "",+.::I\1in terms 

all\lulIrlg to 

accounts 

or not 

were 
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as 'I 

not 

occurs before Lalese1tius were 

was 

seen as a tOI'esJlaClol'tnnlg 

dictabJrsJtUp, which. altlh.m:um it 

............ ," ... , ... ""II'l1 autclClclOc or mc:>nard1lica 

sirmrl.eriln2 unease even 

on ro assume 
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81 

was to a mere tOI'DUlU1y as "n,I+I .... "" 

a wondE~rh1L1l 

acllie'venents were now DeJlID.a PUlIUlCi1e, as it were, 

was alr4~ad.v unklrtOlvinglV apl)rOl:lChin2: 

we come to a omens, 

a cnnOil event not 

serves as 

COlltntE!rt)()int to to nn"""", • .,. 

a set a t'P1'fn1n 

on senate were to as&:mw'te to constth~ 11Ironons WlSnetl to 

is UffrP1!'fmlff 

man over 

is an even !l:tril111j:);PT 

l1rGlesEmtt statu sed clam detrectante dominationem 
records one occasion where that he was disliked: 

quam M Cicero sedeat nee suo commotio me convenire 
tamen non dubilo me male ode";I. ' 
64 translated thus for COIlSi5iteJllCY. rather than as 'each time' as Nicolaus uses it in the former seIlSe later in § 
XXIII.83 in to Caesar's It seems that bas Roman with TP.lII"mr1!il 

to the various of the Senate. 
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a oeClo.eQJly P.nlvmlilln tum 

aeClltn; a to 

statue 

fn1r'h1np was 

COJ!lS]:IUClltolrs to act are not mmtiOI\ed 

to 

an even ..... ,"""'~ .. 

statement 

aoiCt()rs 'OOV1 .... ",."' .. , concern 

"-'I:II.ClllCU wavers, 

account 'lATt,,,,t-II'l.oo,,, or not a ''',II'T1''TlI 

it was tralditilonaJ were most undel;enotnR 

at 
66 

reIllectmg the notion of a man 1m:iIUJdllt down the whim U""""""". is found 

he was not a religic)us 
event - so near did the co[ISPiratl)r's come til failure. 
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see'med to on 

u ltlJllJ:ueJty a 

actions. It is 

a 

67 Aalders 1979: 5. 
611 Dio 44.18.3. 
69 B.Ctv 2.116. 
70 Pluto Brut. 14.2. 

cn,aralctE~r was more 

if to 

was a tea,twl'e 

71 Toher 2003a: 145. See Ch. 5 pgs 131 and 

were most 

aSSa8Siwltion was as an i.rr~~sisitib,le 

it was 

was to 'int'1114:.n.r'p 

core 

as att1empts to ,""ClLU!,: • .lC1.I.C 

to was oelrceive~ as 

to even 

statesman ......... "' ..... , 

as icollatlS was at 
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to denlloIllstrate 

ensure success 

to 

elelr:neJllts, .. "" ............ at § on 

statement successes were relatE!Q to an UruJlpec:ttlE~ to,rtuJlate 

NlclOIatlS' alPProaC:h to 

aDt:tear to tunct101ll Oc1a"riaJn' 8 case as a UUii'll'U-

retllectlon (JIll 

IIl(traJlisti.c overtone not 

prE!d.omilnaIltly nelilative overtones. 

elelneIllts seen 

:ct:UIUllln to 

atbibulted to 

statements more "' .. lIl"' ............ 

not "-""""""' .... 

a 
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text AQ;,I(Ta:ooc is one 

we 

most 

two ",,,,.·,,. .. ,rh,,,, to tenets 

to accounts is a 

I 

to some on 

men. 

to us 

V!<:tator is to on 
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1. 

accounts movements on 

are to 

most ..... "'LCUJ''' ..... """ ... rl"l"' .. we POISSC:'!SS 

most res:pe:::ts, 

sua as a as a paJra~:on 

to 

certain Y'"",.", .. 'rlc rn .... hrnl as 

on 

in 

to attenlpt to reconstruct 

are 

1 Toher 1985: 89: 'Like the concentration on the with Julius the of Octavian's 
for his mother in the demonstrates the excellence of both his character and that of his mother 

accordlmg to the standards of Roman culture.' 
2 Hall 1923: iii; Bellemore Toher 1985: 101-103. 
3 most but she OprIP1'~lIIv receives 1""'\J'nll1rnl'\lp albeit treatment in "IJUI"'''. Dio 
and Velleius. 
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prleSE~ntati.on is ,.,...,. ........... "' .... are 

to 

us more us an accurate 

is 

eVl,aerlce, as as caveat is 

ml[)Uler was a a 

..... "' ... "" .... + as severa mater. 

women were cellebra1:ecl PUt:at14JrtS as exelmpl 

to 

ut "' ... ·,.,"' •. net 

4 Dixon 1992: 34: 'Roman was concerned with wars and 
business of and which on the accounts of 
inform the and account.' In this the details of nrclin~lf'V 
take one well-known the letters of Cicero are invaluable. 
5 As Dixon notes, 'We do not hear the mother's of view or many details of her we 
hear rather what adult male and doctors she to be. ' 
6 Hallett have made valuable contributions to studies 
on the 
7 1988: l. 
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some 

81988: 198. 
9 Described 
statue itself is 

1988: 

CUlU5t1Ue natura toto et rem nnhtIJ?,p:11I 

to PC,lItlC2U careers was .. .,. ....... :;'1...1. to 

contrast 

own 

women seems to 

pOInts out 

a 

sons were 

in a war; 

HN 24.31, and Plutarch Galus Gracchus the latter reference is somewhat obscure. The 
...... "v •• S'. the base has survived. The nnlJ1n~1 statue was erected after 123 Be 

Suet. DA 28.3-31.5. 
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never ~M"'~,"""'l1 was to 

res 

as an in<lo1ml:a matron was a 

women as was a 

101rInlQiaO.le n~1"'3nt - an 

a ltte:long 

not l1utermlln.illfaS.'14 

... "uun,,, .. ,,, were not eXt)ec1ted to 

to 

a 

to 

II Dixon 1988: 1 Bauman 1992: 42. 
12 1.1.2. 
13 Bauman 1992: 43. 
14 Dixon 1988: 7. Contra who argues that was of the father's the mother 

which meallc:1l for ' Dixon 131) feels that this pre:serltatlon is found in Latin i'.nrnp.(Ii*,,,, 

she feels are too indebted to Greek to an accurate gauge of Roman social pra1ctlce. 
15 Dixon 1988: 109-111. 
16 Tac. Dial. where it is the of the carers after children that Messala ""'1" ... "", .. " 
rather than the fact that servants were .. ",n",v .. " to look after the child at all. A dutiful mother would ensure that 

not conduct their duties for them. 
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even women not as 

as 

aC(UsltoDlea to seemg 

seem 

to 

a 

two 

to not '.>£,(",,"'£1 was 

a status as 

was at a 

17 Dixon 1988: Ill. 
18 Dixon 1988: Rawson 2003: 226-7. The reasons for this are too th."rr"" .. h~lv other " ... hol"""", to go 
into detail here - suffice it to say that the for a age ciit1' ..... ·nt1:"'1 between spouses at manialge. 
COllple:a with the risk to young wives meant that there was a chance that a child 

lose one or both before Saller ( Shaw are 
authoritative works on this issue. The is that Romans continued to idealize the ended 

the death of one spouse, as the so-called Laudatio Turiae. That such cases were 
the late Corbier who notes ' ... the ex(;eptlonall:y 

was able to Rome with the first ideal of an 
""''';'''UJ'~ double divorce.' 

21 was to be whereas the role ofthe maternal granarnorner 
was one 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

h"'''' ... ,''' .... ..i was ,...""',""" ... ""' .... .......... 1"1"1"" .. was not """',IT.,.h~""I'" 

a to 

to stress status 

meant no 

to on 

custom to ,,",.,h,l"ina 

was more 

a 

custom was not to a 

it was I-'Ui:l>~.I.IIJ.U;:: 

"'''' .... ''' ....... ;:", ... 'v to lat,te<tecl, as is "' ... ,.,. ........ 

IVIr\t-t'\,,, .. ,,, (""""nI-11"1"'"'''' to exert over sons I"n.'nulun a comt)inatilon 

22 Dixon 1992: 32-33: 'Roman replllb.llCan in which widows and divorcees nOlmullly .... "',<I ... ., .. ,.. continued to 
idealize the woman who married 
23 III.5: Ka; i; . , 

KalO 

."""v_ .. ,o'-" 1988: 185-6: a ste]pml:her"s J)illsltlon lU61U'!;.o""u 'the distinction between "nth" ... ".,,, 

and influence,' 
2S Dixon 1988: 172. 
26 Tiberius' of Livia in her old age was "IT(,n .. l" of. 
27 Discussed in detail below. There is very evidence for their relillU(mSlrUp 
Caesar's veterans in since the breaks off munecllaltely the:restfter; n,nWeVI'5" 

of who noted and cum n,.r,ll?o:j'iti~l.o:pt etiam 
de}71ncta'e honores maximos tribuit. 
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deInaIlde~d resoect in was ona 

as 

censor, or, co'nver5,en 

is to 

was 

to 

....... ,'"\t"t,"' .. '<;t were ooca~ilOifia as sons 

son. son was expecte'd to to 

treat 

one extracts in 

to __ ""'''',n is m1trOld1JlCe~d 

28 That women could even advice and lend ",""U,","" situations is shown the """"'UI"" of 
who over the cons ilium at Antium on Alt. 15.11). 

29 Dixon 1988: 1 Rawson 2003: 234. 
30 A notable is M. Antonius' in to his mother Julia's demand that he spare her Lucius 

nrn,"' ..... inti,nn" (Plut. Ant. B.Civ.4. 
31 Livia and the younger are classic of austere, ambitious mothers devoted to the aa1"an~""TlPlnt 
of their sons. The main difference between them is that Livia was more 

arrogance went too far. Nero's assertion of his i ... r! .......... r! ..... ,· .. 

,,"'., .. ,,"'.. his lack towards her and the eventual matricide was, 01"1',11"'"" 
13- Ovid Rem. Am. 547-8 and Seneca Marc. 24.2. 
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as is as to 

a 

some as 

""''''''' .... ,,'''' son. 

to oversee 

was a ae~ocel!'lae:n 

toone estates. 

33 Nicolaus errs here - it was not but his son ... .." .... ."", Marcius This may 
be a textual error, or it could be that Nicolaus was Un"Ulj'Uil:U"""', he may have assumed the cognomen I'hilinrm 

over an eponymous and indicates that was 
acrual,lv in Macedonia while V was alive 1923: 77 n. 
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stresses it is 
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to 

care 

a K"'-:'''''>OTl! was recU'eCl. 

a it was ............ "'''"'u 

means "''':on''',,'''- .I.<U .... UL"'''' were COlmrnOln.'" ~u~PlnothE;!l"S were .... ""'"" ..... , 

34 One compare their dllllgeJlt with .n.U.E.""'''''''' own recorded interest in his education -
Suet. DA 64.2-3. also Sen. Marc. 24.2: NUlnot.,am e tuo sub oculis tuis studio 

relations betweeJl the 
about what 

ste})tather were 
..... '1-'1'..... gave to Octavian 

what is clear is Octavius was 
and had fOl.md it useful before. • 

hn'llllp.VI~r Nicolaus' silence at this on Caesar's role in Octavian's apJx>iIltm.ent to both his poJltiticate 
pr"e!E~ChlS urbi the Latin below. 

HnUliev 1991: 83. 
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ree;ard to contrast to 

votesu.!s. a stelpta1:he:r over 

was status as husbClmd 

never COnlf»el, as a 

telnDtea to test 

a de<:ea:sed 

was Cons:laE~rea a ...... ,"'t"' .... "'lhl" ll .......... O .. to a StE!Dtatller 

to 

steptl:1l1:hl~r as 

suum ... 43 

38 The 'wicked ste]:)me,ther' 
to murder his children 
their Other abowul; Livia's hatred of 

Ann. Suffice it here to say that it was a n<>?'V ... ,ivp 

ACCOI'ditllg to Rawson Stepfathers did not share this bad Te]:lImlb(lln, contra Dixon 
Stepfathers also bad a dubious ret,utl!L1:ian. 

Hallett 1984: Dixon 1988: 180. 

was to 

ut 

41 Cicero Phil. 2.6.14: Hunc hi cum auctorem et pr"eCI~ptlrJre.m omnium consiliorum vitae debuisses 
avunculi maluisti. the context of this statement and his well-known 

attitude towards the be in that Cicero was an established social 
....... ,; .. tili ..... for his rhetorical purpose. 

Rawson 2003: 229-30. Cf. VeIl. 2.60.2: ma.tullique avunculo et Caesar; de se quam vitrico credere ... 
43 Veil. 2.59.3. 
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once '-"''''''" ... is mlll'OOtLC€'O ceases to an 

is 

a man nr,'-p:m11nPf1t amonvl~t 

..... "'""'"1"' ..... at § 

is text 

44 Rawson: 2003: 24 Hallett 1984: 154-155 and 308-309. 
45 It is not a coincidence that Nicolaus chooses to describe the elder Marcellus as it can be assumed 
that the tenn has here of Marcellus senior serve as a 
to later any mention of him at this in 
Octavian's life would not be that Nicolaus dealt with the events of 

(as!,umiing that the as both the near-fatal illness suffered by his 
material for the sort of dramatic scenes he 

HnUJ"""r this remains "1.1', ..... ,"''''vu, 
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same room as was an 
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to 

is 

on treatment commensurate new status-

son 

is 

""""/.I." u::.. sense as matures.46 

46 There are similarities between the I1p,,,rfuln life in these and that of the young 
Metilius in Seneca's Marc. 24.1, ,aliI"""'''' on the son's obedience to his and his 
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f"'''f"',,,,,.nn<T contrast 
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was to 

It was out not 

to war ... 

to as a 

set 

on 

nn"""'rJ to aCl:Oll'lVt<!nll to were 

all his available time with her: relictus sub tutorum cura usque ad quartum decimum 
sub matris tutela semper. Cum haberet suos penates, tuos noluit et in materna C01'llufu!J"nl,(J" 

cr. § even after Octavian has moved 
time with his mother and b' 

with his mother: Adulescens statura, {Y)l"nfllrf~ robore castris natus militiam recusavit, ne a 
Ie discederet. Octavian after were clls'apIPOl.nt~:cI at this cut short his time with Caesar in 

(§ XIV.31) so that he return to his mother. 
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It is was to a to 

u'"',.v' ... .I'.U it seems as 

is 

one 

return was 

a reason to 1ni''''1''1M11'\i' UCi~U(Jn, as pelm1llsS10n was 

to denllon:strate 

once he was rp"nit.,·,-I with 
Caesar at . .. he fLIfO.lI"I'I'l"{J)t::. The reference to 
intended to recall Caesar's famous brush with them version of the .nll .... 11""'" 

ta\l'OW'aDlle, is at DA 8.1. 
1 argues that Caesar's 'reseT\le' towards the Pseudo-Marius 

than indicates that there have been some merit in the claim to 
This does not take into account the fact that him would have aucmarea 

careful to avoid further that Caesar never gave an actual as to the 
of the Pseudo-Marius' statement at § XIV.32 as that the Atiae 'refused to 

any whatsoever'. This is in my OplnIOin, - to 
or make a false statement - and thus has a imJ)iicati()D than In the event, 
both Caesar's and actions indicate that the fellow was retran1el1 as at a and at worst, a 

to as a fraud. cr. ch. 3 p. 55 n. 52. 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

1 

)ct!mUln was must 

not 

matter. 

as a 

is 

it 
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no reason to 
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50 Toher 2003a: 148. 
51 CiceroCael.18. 
52 Octavian was admitted to the in § means of the tribunician lex Cassia de in nnj',.iri(}.~ 

Phil Also mentioned Suet. DA 2; Dio 43.47.3 and 45.2.7 
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to assert his maeplenCten,ce of his he in effect 'reverses the 

de'~ell()prneIlt is infused with very old themes from the Greek 
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54 Dixon 1988: 180: 'Nicolaus renres,"'ntl~cI her earlier cautions as the mo:UgnnUl counsel of an elder.' 
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was rI'1"Drlrori 

It is nnlf."u:rn-..l,h" 

centre 

55 Toher 2004: 197-9. 
56 B.eiv. 3.10.34 
57 )}e 
Octavian's 
58 Ch. 4, 96-97. 

TOiJ 

rather than as Caesar's 

to 

1 

events .u::.: ............ 1'> to 

t-h&31'",tn1"'" more recent. S5 is 

to return to 

was a 

new 

it is her ""'o"ti""", as 
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sVInpclthl~tic U;; ...... ,I(U'" ch.all'acter to heil~tEm 

one 
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at § 

no lJ'Vi:lli:ll"'V"'" 

son, 

a suc:ces,stu 

uec:ISllOn-IDaKllIlg pr(lCe:~s 1"\0 ...... ' ... '" to uec:une. 

aruiChronListilC, at 

"1f-'it'II", .. ",',,," not to someone "" .. J ........ ,'''-

stem 

new Qejterl~nc:e to 

a21'eeilIl!l to 
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not 
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so 
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to to son not 

U~'~M'~OCUname. htl:ecitivl~V 

now assumes 

rest account. 

at treatment. sources 

as 

some lAT&>to-nr' eXl,re:ssed not 

eminent status 

or nature is 

62 version is of interest because it accords with the tenor of Nicolaus' VPl'<:jn1n' 

accedes to their to return home because of a lack of information but 
the inheritance as shameful: B.Civ. 3.10: " ~e , 

Ell 

0,' a{rro1l DA 8 .. 2: ceterum urbe 
dubitante matre, vitrico vero Marcio multum dissuadente. Cicero Att. 

sui Caesarem non ... 15.12.2: vitricus nihil censebat. VeIl. 
pl('lce,tlat Atiae matri vitrico adiri nomen invidiosae sed adserebant 

salutaria rei conditorem Romani nominis. 
caelestis animus humana cons ilia et cum summa quam tuto humilia TJ1'I1TJ(l.'I:uit 

avunculo el Caesari de se quam vitrico esse, quo nomine Caesari 
sib; videri tntitl/.!11Wl'l. 

The attitude of the ancients has excited the comment of modem scholars - e.g. Rawson 2003: 179: 'the rell!hcmsllup 
between Octavian and his seems not to have been a role 

to dissuade Octavian from Julius Caesar's heir.' 
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63 Toher 2004: 184. 
1988: 186~189. was both sides 

UIL"",,"".I ... conduct in at the outbreak of the Civil 
married to the Dictator's and his son wedded to his wife's younger Atia 

Marcia was the wife of vociferous to the cause. Cicero also held 
TTl'I'V-t'flW 1988: 190: 'the most indictment of 

aloofuess traditional constitution was his necessary son's 

15.12. 
caution was his lack of open enthusiasm about Octavianus' 

..... l1I"'''''·I't''' was a mask. The young man was much in the company of his the in 
j.lUln'''',''1 counsel which he derived was never recorded.' 

1988. 
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stress 

68 
';""',,_FnUI 1988: 196. 
iT'a'll'-t< o'w 1988: ) 93. 

70 2004: 183. 

69 

ru 

1 

owe more to to 

so 

to retreat to 

aang,erclus state 

were 

at 
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79 

115 

is an "'v""m~...,.II", 

'82 

was 

manner 

to It is 

KOIlUllll ciLti2:en was meant to 

was not meant to 

If is it seems an 

where Caesar's 
........ "'t .. d act was to father nUJ!;;U""U::I. 

ClO'1N'Il11111'IIeCl Caesar's presence in Res to 
r"'.,6 ..... '."'" , or else in his deified incarnation. Caesar appears in 

19: aedem divi 20: a meo; 21: in aede divi 

to sometime between summer and autumn of 43. 
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on numerous monuments statues 1"\.,':"·11 ......... 

name were a 

11""'''''''''11''..-1 to treatment iUs to 

a text as 

as 

to 

on own is no 

83 White 1988: 334-356. 
1!4 Ovid Met. 15.841-842: semper -,:Jr£/sp,eCl,er Iulius Statius Silvae 
1.1.22-24: hinc obvia iter nostris ostendit in aethera 

2 
nlT,n,.,.v was celebrated on , and the Ludi Victoriae 

at the end of the month. Caesar's in Roman civic festivities and games lasted for 
years after his as it was in 19 BC that the number of celebrations in honour of overtook those 
to his divine father. White 1988: 348: 'That the ruler should be more celebrated than a 
norm than the and it cannot be with a conclusion that the memory is 
under ' Cf. also ch.2 pg. on cult. 
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into to to "-... , ... "" .... 

to to to J i:1IllUi:1Jry as isa 

u1.>ntn'tl as ,-"",,,,, .. ;u son 

successor was to name 

was use 

it not 

accounts as to 

to as 

surname was 

more perttnelnt. 

87 Tiberius 
As White 
as well as 
distinctive. 
88 Cicero OOlntedly 

names were mere as ~uet(milUS 

30. 21. C. and L. Caesar I; 
Gaius and Lucius need to be identified 

could ever refer to 

June but never 
because he wished to as fur as the young man's Caesarian he continued in this vein until 
he and Octavian had formed a mutual alliance in December 44. Octavian had the sense to dissemble his true 
''''''''U',:;'' at his and Cicero to him his birth name, since to do so could the 
he was to cultivate with the senior statesman. he does not encourage his friends and 

to address him his new name, neither does he the (§ 
Veil. 2.59: Caesaris deinde testamentum quo C. 

After Octavian hears of the 11.60.5 eoque C. Caesar iwenis .... 
Dio 44.35.2: /; 

B.Civ. 3.2.9: 
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saw to 

it 

a 

a 

to 

not Lv,,,-v'n 

a 

even 

was own lw~tJ.]ne a more nnt<>,...t 

a 

"-ao;:;,, ..... is not PrJlffian 

res - is TlP'tttllP'" 

IPt~>Tpnrp to 

was 1nt·p,..::...:t to 

ne:rOE!S at Ml""''''''14 o.o.~o-O.:J" 

90 The name appears 19 times in the C. Caesar is mentioned once in but nowhere in the is 
he referred to as Octavius. That was the name of to Suetonius is shown the 
discussion of it at DA 7. 
91 Toher 2003a: 133. 
92 As with the tenldellcy 
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scene two is meant to asa ...... J'VJUL .... r,r\n-nn,pnrnl''U on 

errlpnaSlis on 

even 

to ",n, ... ",." is 

cannot 

was no prlecE~dE~nt career a man was no aetmltI4:m 

man so we is was 

prlese~ntjed. 95 

It is man 

we 

a 

were U71F1hnlY two ceI1lturies. 

account 

"IUJ'VU~;U allowances should be made for 
Pnrnn~'v had been severed for 4 years before the Civil 

license on the marital tie between 
whereas Antonius' divorce from Octavia was 

more recent. 
94 White 1988: 
95 Toher 2003a: 
J\.U;~sws can make the 
96 Tober 2oo3a: 132. 

"'''" .. ,,''' of a idea of how Caesar to have been treated 
and evidence for such a does not exist.' 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

1 

as no to our 

belcatlSe it is a 

as ellicolml:tstlc or not 

to construct to 

too prC)IJIEmUltlC 1-""'1"",1"", .. "" must 

at 

court not 

on -...u."',,.. .... 

to aSSE!SSlrlg if neeaea to .......... ~., .... 
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was 
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over 

97 ue:opliuJ'a and Herod - cf. ch 1 pg. 3-4. 
98 the sources to any which needed to counteract, it 
concerned his own conduct the triumviral rather than Caesar had done. The ,.,,.,, ....... .;"'f';,, .. ", 

were what everyone remembered about the war.' The evil memory of the Sullan can have '"'v."..,. ....... , .... , ..... 
the horror of the authors often on them as a rhetorical theme. The Elder 

writin<", contain several references to Suas. Suet. 
show how stories of Octavian's atrocities to 

him. 
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Q.U.JUV" .. two is a measure was at Du11:tt11l2 a .....,.,.., .... 'u'" 

state 

son, it seem,. were 

new era to aC(:ODlUDoClate 

to dellnonstralte 

., .. 'ru> ..... n1l" nature. own 

was a necessaty progrel;s to 

text was at 

was 

was aUlotU~cilnuim annum .I.\ ....... 'uu,.'" error 

nlllDllenlCaI error 

to u.rulerl:ICOlre 

AUgwltus does not allow him to 
he tends to shift most of 

Jct.l'lVlllln was mct'UbEtabllY ""' ... "......, ...... p of Cicero and C. Antonius 
.t'Io.lJUliI1Ill. Dio and Velleius do not mention 

_11_. __ - 1984: 73 recommends a sublStituticm for nO\1fev«~. it is difficult to ascribe this reacting 
to a palaecIJI'llq)hical error if common abbreviations were used be an error of , or a 
tranlation error Latin Xl fur IX. The ....... ,h' .. ·m is chaJked up to a deliberate 
act on Nicolaus' to enhance Octavian' IVII''l'nl,iro 
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101 Wardle s.v.8.8. 
102 often as ch. 3 pg. 60. 
103 Lewis 1991: 3654-55. 
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104 Herodotus Hut. 1.114: the game of is revealed to be l"Ibt.yi<Qf,'w::,; gI~dlson Xen. 
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!O5 it varied tended to come virilis sometime between ages 14 
and 16 in the Late and very often on the Liberalia It was a young man's first "T"",1Mr" ... ~ 
ceremony as it marked his entrance into the life of adult citizens. "J,n",",,", .. 1969: 
106 Feriae Cumanae and Antiatinae & Jones 1967: 
107 Suet. DA 8.1. Veil. 2.59 records Octavian's to the nnl~t'T'I',.·t .. 

Splmh,h clunr1aign. Dio and do not mention either the POlrltltlCa[e 
acc:omIPaJ~YUlg Caesar 

tri,.m.,h in connection with his 

48. Domitius: Caesar BC Cicero Phil. 2.71; Suet. Nero 2. 
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pnc~sttlooa: Adulescens 
tenlln,7.rum turbo viros COirrU'm1:lentw.,m 

erubuit 
odmodum sacerdotio videretur. 

(,(,I,rl1ino to the lex Labiena of 63 re-encatment of the lex which the DOlltltlcla ~V'''''I'.'''' could 
new members and the elections were returned to comitia of 17 tribes. 
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a 

his redoubtable RlhfP1"'<l:Rl'V in Phil. 13.24. 
this was an the succession «tn.b·c.' .... Augw.tus and the Julio-

of women and of male heirs meant legjtitlnac;y female in 
."",,,,,,r'''' (l;aug;l1ters and nieces from Julia and Antonia to the younger A01-in1'l,inR 1995: 
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1I3 T oher 2003a: 140: 'As be expect!~d in an encomiastic hin""",,,"h" the pre:serltation of Caesar ... serves to 
cornplement that of Octavian.· 
114 Cf. ch 1: ch. 3: 50-61. Toher 2003b: 440-442. 
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115 Suetonius describes his health on:IUlt;m::; 

ne hiberni dom; quoque non 
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116 As Malitz notes the natural translation of the Greek would be OY1iram!em'a nJeae'inl"ia' n .. nJII .. ,,,,,,. this 
cannot be what Octavian was awarded. 
117 VeIl. Suet. DA 8.1: 

V"J"U~;""'" <l11n ... " .. 11 sons were honoured in this way. 
118 

ftUaCIllrOfllSIllcal 

119 1923: 79 n. 8.3. 
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