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DEFINING SCHOLARLY
COMMUNICATION IN THE
INTERNET ERA @rorn, 2003

Conducting research, developing ideas and informal communications.

- Preparing, shaping and communicating what will become formal
research outputs.

- Disseminating formal outputs.
- Managing personal careers, and research teams and programmes.
- Communicating scholarly ideas to broader communities.



THE WORLD HAS

CHANGED RADICALLY

(AND SO HAS SCHOLARLY
COMMUNICATION)

What does this mean for how we think about the impact of
our research, and how we reward it?

> Given the current challenges in African higher education,
what does impact assessment mean in our context?



IMPACT IS RELATIVE

Values Mission == Impact

“Just as scientists would not accept the findings in a scientific paper without seeing the
primary data, so should they not rely on Thomson Scientific’s impact factor, which is
based on hidden data.” (Rossner, Van Epps & Hill 2007)

“Our results indicate that the notion of scientific impact is a multi-dimensional construct
that cannot be adequately measured by any single indicator, although some measures are
more suitable than others.” (Bollen et al. 2009)



IMPACT DOES NOT EQUAL
WORTH Here 2010)

Edition: International [ v | ~ Access provided by University of Cape Town Libraries = Subscribe = My account v | = BMA Members ~ Signin [ v |

. . e h bmj.
B MJ Helping doctors make better decisions Search bmj.com n

Advanced search
A Research Education News [ellylChig@ Multimedia  Careers Specialties Archive
Search all BM) comment articles n From 1840 ~| Jan ~| To 2012 v| Oct ~| Limit by = All |

@ @ @®© OPEN ACCESS: All research articles are freely available online, with no word limit. Find out more about the BMJ's open access policy. Submit your paper. < >

EDITORIAL Section PDF LATEST JOBS

. ’ . . . s
Wakefle_ld s article linking MMR vaccine 5 c.y reas Internatonal jobs | UK jobs
and autism was fraudulent Article correction OCTORS - ENJOY THE GREAT LIFESTYLE i
BMJ 2011; 342 doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmj.c7452 (Published 6 January 2011) Press release Australia and New Zealand. SHO/ Registrar/
Cite this as: BMJ2011,342:c7452 Respond to this article Consultant and GP openings. (6 Jul 2012)

MMR ] Child and adolescent psychiatry
Il Child and adolescent psychiatry (paedatrics) ] Competing interests (ethics) Consultant Rheumatologist Permanent, Full time
[ More topics v Reference: 54591. Closing date: 29th November

2012 (19 Oct 2012)
Article | Related content I Read responses (73) | Article metrics

International Medical Recruitment - Medical Jobs in

Recent Rapid Responses Australia and New Zealand (19 Oct 2012)




IMPACT IS PART OF AND NEEDS
TO BE SUPPORTED BY
COMPOSITE ELEMENTS OF THE
SYSTEM IT ASSESSES

Values = | Mission Impact

ce o1
aae’® prest®

“... the impacts of projects/programmes cannot be understood separate from an
understanding of the capacity of users to absord and utilise findings; and any
assessment of research use amongst user communities has to pay attention to the
availability (or otherwise) of usable research findings.”

(Davies, Nutley & Walter 2005)



LETS THINK ABOUT
RESEARCH IMPACT IN
AN AFRICAN CONTEXT

p.s. What counts as ‘research’?



WE SEE A MOUNTAIN OF
RESEARCH CONTENT/OUTPUT

Journal Articles

Conference Papers

Technical Reports

Working Papers

Policy Briefs

Blog Posts

Tweets




WHICH WE TREAT LIKE AN
ICEBERG

Journal Articles




AND ONLY REWARD IN THE
PRESTIGE SPHERE

Journal Articles




HOW DOES THIS SERVE THE NEED
FOR RELEVANCE?

Journal Articles




AND WHAT
OTHER
OPTIONS ARE
THERE?
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7. 'metrics

Bibliometrics mined impact on the first
scholarly Web.

altmetrics mines impact on the next one.

(Priem 2012)



TRACKING TRADITIONAL
CITATION OF NEW FORMS OF

SCHOLARSHIP
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... AND NEW FORMS OF CITING
TRADITIONAL SCHOLARSHIP

Today on New Scientist: 22 October 2012
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US tainted drug deaths are symptom of wider problem

The death toll from fungal meningitis caused by contaminated medication has risen to 23, but
the problems behind the scandal are far from unique

First analysis of beluga whale mimicking human speech

Stories of beluga whales "talking" were once dismissed as sailor’s tales, but now there is hard
evidence that they really can do it

Memento mori: it's time we reinvented death

The knowledge that we will die profoundly shapes our lives - but the nature of death itself is
elusive and changeable

Recovering heroin addicts may lose their inner voice

People recovering from addiction seem to suffer a working memory overload when it comes to

words

No signs of life from Lake Vostok - so far

Recent comments
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Great photo. The energy and composition are what makes
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By Giovanni Barraza

Galaxy dance of death creates starburst shockwave:
COOL. Its just sad that we will get suked in by my favorite
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By Stephen R. Stapleton

Tiny tractor beams enter the third dimension:

Nothing about a temperature variation would forbid use of
the alternative beam in space. What f...
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NEW MODES OF CONTENT DELIVERY:
RISE OF THE MEGAJOURNAL

AND NANOPUBLICATION
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NEW WAYS OF THINKING ABOUT PEER REVIEW:

ONGOING, ITERATIVE
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The band in the 2nd (Lyc) lane of the IL-8 panel in figure 1B has straight, vertical ends. The stippling inside the bands in the in the 1st, 2nd and 4th lanes of the IL-8 panel is

the same. Does this have biological significance?
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SO WHAT DO WE DO
WITH ALL THIS USAGE
DATA?

We tell (data-inspired) stories about
networks accessed and patterns of
document usage.
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WHAT ARE THE DRIVERS
FOR UNDERSTANDING THE
SPREAD, USE AND
INFLUENCE OF RESEARCH
FINDINGS?

- Political imperatives to move beyond ideological assertion to
pragmatic considersations of ‘evidence’ and ‘what works’.

- Need for research advocates, funding bodies, research providers and
others to make the case for resources.

- Greater demand for rigour in the prioritisation of research efforts.
(Davies et al. 2005)

- Demonstration of return on investment to funders and government/
taxpayers > accountability.



WHAT KINDS OF IMPACT
COULD (SHOULD) WE EXPECT
FROM RESEARCH?(DaVies et al. 2005)

- Knowledge production (e.g. peer-reviewed papers)

- Research capacity building (postgraduate training and career
development)

- Policy or product development (incl. input into official guidelines or
protocols)

- Sector benefits (impacts on scientific client groups)
- Societal benefits (economic > health > productivity)
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