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                  Comprehension Five: Questions

This comprehension is quite challenging, as it is based on a more sophisticated text. Specifically, this comprehension tests how well students are able to identify cause and effect – a much less general objective than the previous comprehensions have had. 

The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East

What shapes the robustness of a regime's coercive apparatus? Under what conditions will it lose its capacity and will to hold on to power and permit society to experiment with democratization? ...
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First, the robustness of the coercive apparatus is directly linked to maintenance of fiscal health. The security establishment is most likely to give up when its financial foundation is seriously compromised. When the military can no longer pay the salaries of its recruits and the security forces cannot guarantee supplies of arms and ammunition, the coercive apparatus disintegrates from within. For example, in sub-Saharan Africa democratic transition was less the work of strong societies and more the consequence of weak states. Prolonged fiscal crisis "hollowed out" the coercive apparatus of many African countries. Soldiers went unpaid, and materiel deteriorated. Democratic transition was possible because decomposition of the military and security establishments opened up the political space in which demands for democracy could be pressed. According to Bratton and van de Walle, the strength and disposition of the military were among the most significant determinants of the fate of transition on the African continent. 

Second, the robustness of the coercive apparatus is also shaped by successful maintenance of international support networks. The security establishment is most likely to lose its will and capacity to hold on to power when it loses crucial international support. Coercive regimes especially face this problem if they have been the recipients of massive foreign support (and few authoritarian regimes of the twentieth century escaped the benevolence of one great power or another during the cold war). Withdrawal of international backing triggers both an existential and financial crisis for the regime that often devastates both its will and capacity to carry on. This scenario proved key in eastern Europe, where the Soviet Union's withdrawal of support for the Brezhnev doctrine spelled the end of the coercive backbone of eastern European regimes and their will to hold on. It also proved important in Latin America, where the United States' abrupt shift away from supporting authoritarianism after the cold war dealt many regimes an important existential blow. Finally, it was important in sub-Saharan Africa where, as the cold war waned, foreign patrons, both eastern and western, withdrew massive supplies of military aid and where western donors increasingly made foreign aid conditional on democratic reform...

Reference: Bellin, E. 2004. ‘The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Exceptionalism in Comparative Perspective’. Comparative Politics. 36 (2): 144 – 145.
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Activity 1

The following words and phrases are all found in the text. Considering the way they are used in the text, select the correct definition of each.

1. robustness 

a) being able to resist change

b) being unbreakable

c) being healthy

2. coercive 

a) using negotiation to induce action

b) using bribery to induce action

c) using force or threats of force to induce action

3. apparatus 

a) the workings of a particular institution or organisation

b) machinery and tools

c) a system

4. fiscal

a) private income and expenditure

b) government income and expenditure

c) referring to money

5. existential 

a) about the existence or experience of something

b) to be alive

c) to be deceased

Activity Two

This activity is designed to make students think about cause and effect, and to develop strategies to identify these. Because this is a difficult reading, hints are provided.

In the text, the author identifies the strength of a state’s security apparatus (e.g. its police and military) as a factor which influences how long authoritarian regimes can survive. She specifically indentifies and discusses two factors which influence the robustness of a state’s security apparatus.

1. Based on what the author argues, identify two factors which can cause the collapse of a state’s security apparatus. Provide a supporting quotation from the text for each cause you identify. [Hint: Select one cause from paragraph two and one cause from paragraph three].
2. Focus carefully on paragraph two. Based on what is written in paragraph two, identify from the list below what the effects of no funding are on state security forces?

a) Soldiers don’t get paid

b) Soldiers riot

c) The army goes on holiday

d) The army has no ammunition


3. Based on your answers to questions 1 & 2, would you say that soldiers not getting paid and the army not having supplies are direct effects of no funding for state security forces? 

4. Explain in your own words how soldiers not getting paid and the army not having supplies or ammunition might weaken state security forces and make it possible for authoritarian regimes to collapse. Use a quotation from paragraph two to support your answer. 

5. Fill in the missing word. Lack of government funding for state security forces was a major factor in democratic transitions in _________________. 

6. Focus on paragraph three, and remember what was written in the Help Boxes. Use the phrases below to correctly fill in the cause-and-effect table. [Hint: There is only one cause].
	Weakening of State Security Forces

	Cause:
	Effect:

	
	

	
	

	
	


· Loss of moral backing

· Withdrawal of international support

· Loss of finances

· Demands to reform

7. Based on the table you have created and a careful reading of paragraph three, explain in your own words how withdrawal of international support can weaken the state’s security apparatus. Include a quotation to support your answer. 

8. Fill in the missing word. Withdrawal of international support was an important factor in causing democratic transitions in _________________. 

HELP BOX: A ‘cause’ is a factor which makes something happen, or triggers a particular action. For example, if I am happy because my friend shared her lunch with me, the cause of my happiness is my friend sharing her lunch.





HELP BOX: An ‘effect’ is something which occurs as a result of a particular action. For example, if I bake a cake in a hot oven, I do so because the heat causes the cake to rise. The cake rising is the effect of the heat in the oven.
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