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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Motivation 

THE OUTDOOR RECREATION 

POTENTIAL OF THE GARDEN ROUTE AREA 

1. 

1.1.l .Recent newspaper headlines announced1 "Coastal plot 

prices up 500 per cent - SOUTHERN CAPE LAND SCRAMBLE" 

and reference was made to the big demand for plots at 

coastal resorts between Mossel Bay and Kliysna, and .the 

holiday trade's interest in such big hotel deals as 

R400,000 at The Wilderness. ''Local authorities and 

businessmen feel the upsurge in demand for propert7, 111&7 

indicate that the Southern Cape is set to take OTer8/the 

"holida7 mecca of the oountry".(l) 

1.1.2 While the echo of these super cents in the till is dead-

9ning even the sound of the sea to some, other's concern 

is sending a chill down the spine. Mall¥, during their 

active lives, craved for a slaver pace of living. Mall¥ 

found it here, and called it Hunter's Home, and Leisure 

Isle. Nov they see man's restlessness give a nev scale 

to his pursuit of leisura. 

1.1.3 In these parts, which less than two centuries ago, was 

virtually cut off from the outside world, they experience 

the benefits of' modern transportation, when they see 

today's date on the daily paper brought from 300 miles 

a.way. They have not !'eared .the floodtide of the sea and 

built their houses near the water's edge. But the new 

!loodtide? They haTe heard what it has done elsewhere. 

(1) Tha Cape Argus. June 27, 196a - p. 6. 
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•) c;.. 

The tourist in~~d~tion - "thase mass QOTements ••• like 

a floodtide •••• they arc creating a vear and tear never 

known before. Probably hardest hit is the coastline. 

All over the vorld it is being developed and disfigured, 

primarily to cater for holiday-makers. In England, Wales 

and Northern Ireland, onl7 about one quarter of the }250 

~ilea of coast romaine free from development. In conti­

nental Eur~pe, ~n7 believe it to be too late to sav• tha 

c1 ·· c~aeta ')f Ital7, Spain and Portugal." _. "And in South 

A..frioa? He hear• that Natal "became alarmed at the 

possibilit7 of tha Borth Cea.st being linad ~ith e&pty 

and redundant •townships•, aa the South Coast vaa after 

the boom in speculation in 1940 and 1950."( 2) 

1.1.4 Other experts in South Africa predict that t~ present 

demand for outdcor recreation vill quadruple by the end 

of tho present century. One reason being "in a plateau 

country like South Africa, the annual holiday to the sea 

is not a conventional pilgrimage, or n luxury, but a 

physiological necessity with profound effect on the 

physical fitnaaa of inland labour resourcea".(3) 

1.1.5 Ia this the cause or the land scramble in the South Cape? 

(1) 

g~ 

I~ has no other Taluable resources. There vas a scramble 

here for gold many 7ears ago, but the golden beacbea, the 

blue sea, the green bills and ~ountaina - these great 

outdo1Jr aaseta are the sought atter nuggets today. Thia 

study, which se.ts out t.o aasese the potential for outdoor 

recraation in the Carden Route Area, is p~rtinent only if 

Robert Arvills Man and au-iron~ont. Penguin Books 1967 -p.20 
G. C. Scully ins Natal North Coast Survey. p. vii. 
T.C. Robert&ClUS Recreation in South A!'ric3 at Pre.sent and by 
the end of the century"- S.A. Nature Union Conference Paper. 
Pretoria. April, 196d. 



there is a 'l)'l"C"IVPn . . . -· dc::iand. or ,1 pc:itential demand t.'<;r such 

facilities and if the da~a cnll-:1cted from this survey 

vould serve the opti~isation or benefits derived from 

this uas or altarnativa ases of the available resources. 

1.1.6 This study could in its scope serve as a pilot aurvay to 

pinpoint the areas, or fields, requiring intensive full-

3cale investigation if a valid development plan or polic7 

is t0 be derived. Such a development plan could ensure 

that principles are established by vhich opportunities 

o~uld be assured for all our people to enjoy the benefits 

and bea.utias of this uZ!ir~ue stretch of our countey, the 

Southern Cape, Garden Route Area. 

1.1.7 This study Gust th~s also consider the human aspect - not 

onl7 that of the visitor vhoae tiroe allove him the transient 

enjo;yment of its beauties, but thoae vbo h:ive retired here 

~nd the local residents earning their living fron the land, 

the forests, industry- and services. On the present 

population's initiative and far-sightedness to strike the 

balance between exploitation and conservation of resources, 

and on the visitors• satisfaction, will the success of 

an7 scheme depend on the first and last resort. 

1.1.8 All spheres or hug.an activity have been subjected tc 

i 

intense study, specialization, and nov progra~ming - planning 

par excellence. Many a visitor, yes the bigger proportion, I 
is seeking a.n area where be can spend his leisure free from I 

I 
sucb regimentation. The planner will therefore see tc it, 

that his planning, vhich re:;uires assessment or' facts, 
I 

identificution of problems, selecti.on of priori ties ai;id aizas, 
1 

dc~s net obtrude on the viait~rs• natur~l apontane~us 



~xploration cf a groat outdoor rocreatiouul opportunit7. 

benefit from such a study. To date, very litlle soiAn­

tific work bas been publisbed on the regional deTelopment 

of thi9 area. Without proper research into problei:uJ, needs 

and desires, provision of facili ti&3 rnq be arbi.tra.r.r &Dd 

fragmentary. Peaple•a expressed desires often dirfQr from 

the auboonscious motiYation and this ha.a to be borne in 

mind. 

1.1.10 Furthermore, the exact benefits derived. and to be deriTed 

from the recreation resoureea, should be identified to 

ansure that exploitation do98 not deplete or completely 

des troy the suppl7. 

1.2 Method 

1.2.l Ths study covers a vide field and as such in ~erely a 

~ec0nnaissance of the area vhich could be us~d to indicate 

ehe ~ost urgent sphore requiring intenser study. Ne 

:,pacific pr•.,ble2t will bo aolved but rather sor.ae light 

oast on the vhole field. 

1.2.2 Tne tools to be usad ara1 the knowledge and experience of 

the vriter through professional practice for 18 years as 

a Land Surveyor in tbe area, the extraction ot data from 

available sources, further personal purposeful inYesti­

gation of the area. and interviews vith local authority 

11dministratora and iuforaiation supplied by tbem on 

ques tionairos. 
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1.2.} For a yalid development plan to be deriYed, it vill also 

Aim -

be neoeasary to test consumer de11811d - both on site and 

outside. For tbe later it was hoped to use the services 

or a ~otoring journal. HoweTer the request could un­

fortunatel7 not be granted due to lack of space. Recourse 

must therefore be had to other national recreation s\lr'Yaya. 

A full-scale visito: aurve7 in the area is 'be70Dd the soope 

of this liaited study, and in~ case the real viaitor 

influx onl7 occurs at the end of the year. Therefore only' 

smal.l pilot surveys vere done at just tvo resort. in the 

areaa Hartenboastra.nd, Mosael Bay and Warabad near Calitz­

dorp. The results of these are of limited value since 

there were onl1 a few, ex-aeason-t;:,pe visitors. The 

collection of information could also not be personally 

supervised thus exposing it to bias. 

1.5.1 !he aia of this study is therefore to asses vhat possible 

demands could be generated for outdoor reoreation in 

general, considering present da7 use and national and 

international !actors 0£ growth. 

1.3.2 Further the outdoor resources of the area are to be 

inTeatigated and compared with those aTailable elaevhere. 

Thia potential vill have to be weighted against the 

diatanoo that the area is away from the great metropolitan 

ccncentrations or population. 

1.;.} The use or these resources for vutdoor recreation purposes 

vill have to be compared vith poseibld alternate uses. 

Authorities are oon.ceni•d about the econolllio state or the 
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areas "An ana.lysia or demographic and eocnomic conditions 

clearly shove that the South Western Districts are baok­

vard and that drastic steps are needed to afford the 

indigenous ethnic groups a stable livelihood. The main 

causes of this econo:ic stagnation appear to be the com­

parative deficiency and costliness ot tranaport serTices. 

The establishment ct a deep gea harbour at Mossel 13&7 and 

other transport facilities and the dratting of a plan tor 

development are recommended." Further reooaaendations 

vere f~r inTaatigation into agriculture and the posaibilit7 

of a ·;ulp industr;y.(l) 

1.3.4 The present use or outdoor facilities in the area ia to 

be determined, and the possible future demand aases•ed iA 

the light or tnctors aentioned above. 

1.3.5 In conclusion a statement of polic7 is to be made aa to 

hov optiaum benefit ond optimum satisfaction is to be 

achieved • 

. (1) S.P. Calliars: su~mary of Report of Regional SurTey of 
tbe lJcs tarn Caoe by NA. tur.lll RP.s:;urcce Deve·lopv;ent Ccuncil. 
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2. OUTDOOR RECREATION - WHY AND HOw? 

2.1 What is outdoor recreation. 

2.1.1 South Africans have traditionally been people who loved 

the outdoor life. To them, the farmers whose daily 11Ting 

consists of battling with the natural elements, outdoor 

reoreation starts with the sound of rain on the parched 

land. For the farmer's wife, who still does her share 

of manual vork on the farm, the best recreation might be 

a telephone oall to the neighbour's vi.re - or a trip to 

town. HoveTer, the majority of us have oome to liTe in 

the tovns and the cities ever the last half century-. We 

yearn to get back to the outdoors, and we need to. As the 

Prime Minister, Mr. B. J. Vorster said in 1961, speaking 

then as Minister ot Arts, Education and Scienoea "re­

creation (in nature) is absolutely essential in our 

oomplex modern va7 or life, in fact ve muat recognise that 

public recreation is as basic as public health, education 

or social services." (1) 

2.1.2 The wording "outdoor recreation" is comparatively new, 

tho1J8h as baa been said, it has unconscioual7 been part 

o! the South African way of life. Already in 1923, a 

tourist publication had the titles "South Africaa Land 

of Outdoor Lite". But of oourse it goes much further 

back. Outdoor recreation is very much linked with move­

ment, ~raTelling or tourism and the thought was expressed 

by Prof. E.W.N. Mallows in a lecture that man seems to 

(1) Quoted b7 J.P. Krielz The Planning of Public Recreation, 
S.A. Nature Union 1968. 
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2.2. 

(1) 

a. 

haTe a built-in urge to move - "man has been stationary, 

only due to the necessity of growing food". 

2.1.3 For a definition of outdoor recreation, that used by 

J.A. van der Merve would be aptz "open air or outdoor 

recreation is the utilization of the outdoors enTironment 

tor pleasure and velfare".(l) 

What Makes Up The Actual Recreation Experience. 

Marion Clawson maintains that fiTe distinct phases can be 

identified.(2 ) 

2.2.1 There is first of all, the planning and preparation stage. 

Since one particular form of recreation often becomes to 

a man or a family, the dominating one, it take~ up an 

important part of their living. This anticipation period 

may occupy as much time, and proTide as much satisfaction, 

as the recreation activity itself. It has also been found 

that of the total expenditure for all purposes, the outdoor 

recreationaliat spends half in his home community, i.e. 

buying equipment, petrol !or the journey, and laying up 

groceries, etc.(3) 

2.2.2 The second phase is the travel to the site. This of course 

Taries greatly - in time and cost, from the short run to 

the beach, to the l.ong trip to a distant park with perhaps 

a rev oTernight sta7s. In enjo711ent it varies from the: 

negatiTe frustrating blood and car-boiling oravl, to the 

Ter7 enjoyable.drive, which is Tery often the first or only 

Quoted by Dr. P.S. Rautenbaoh in Paper at Converence of S.A. 
Nature Union, 1968. 
Marion Clavsona Land and ~ater for Recreation - p. 41 
ibid - p. 111. 



reason for the outdoor trip. Whether it is a desire to 

got there, or just a force driving one to get away from 

it, as suggested by an investigation in the U.S.A., vhich 

found that most people from flats or single-quarters do 

not choose to spend their spare time there, the fact is, 

that driving is done for pleasure. In S.A. the share or 

so called "other" trips per week by car are 33.5%, com­

pared to 45-7% for oommuting, and 20.8% for shopping and 

in the U.S.A. the figures area 3~ for pleasure or social 

trips, 45% for commuting and 17~ for eh~pping. :Because 

of our long distances, and the fact that our roads are not 

yet too crowded, it is also found.in S.A. that approxi­

matel;:r 20% of ~he total mil.eage of motor-oars is on trips 

of more than 500 miles. (1) 

2.2.2.l We know that the e~pendituro on our road oon­

struotion is very high, but I do not think the 

road designers haTe actually veigh~d that third 

contribution that the recreation users make to its 

upkeep, and are consequently not giving him his 

money's worth in ensuring that the drive will 

also be a pleasurable experience. That is 

definitely an aspect to be considered in the 

future. With modern machines at his disposal, 

it is now possible for a designer to get from 

aerial photographs, the view of the landscape 

that the motorist will one day see when the road· 

along an7 projected route is finished. 

2.2.2.2 This is a new tool which may be used to ensure 

that· driving along our future expressways, will 

e:xploit the full pleasure that our countryside~ 

and man's improvements on it, can offer to the 

(1) P.J •. Velgemoeds Some Aspects of the Use and Ownership 
ot Motor Vehicles in South Africa - p. 72-76. 
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passing motorist. An added benefit will be the 

increased safety of travel on them. The authors 

of "Man-made America" Christopher Tunnard and 

Boris Pushkarev (Yale University Press) put a 

rating on certain highways according to their 

aesthetic character. They found almost without 

fail, that as these values decreased from ex­

cellent to monotonous, the highways showed a pro­

portionate increase in road fatalities from 1.15 

to 7.00 per 100 million vehicle miles for 1957-

1958. 

2.2.2.3 Total expenditure en route, has been found to be 

about one fourth the cost of the whole trip, (1) 
i.e. for trips of more than one da7 duration. 

2.2.; The third phase of the recreation experience is that which 

is actually received on site. This of course is most 

varied and may actually comprise in one trip ma111" different 

activities. If the trip is extended to more than one day, 

it ~ay take in visits to more than one area. A survey of 

outdoor recreational activities in California gave the 

following figures for 195a. (2) 

2.2.3.1 Picnicking a total of 48 million visitor days (a 

visitor day ia the attendance of one person at a 

picnic ground on one day). 

2.2.;.2 Camping• 13 million camper days (i.e. a camper­

day is vhere a night is spent in the outdoor area). 

2.2.3.; Riding and Hiking - 4i million man-days of use on 

the 17,000 miles of combined riding and hiking 

trails. 

2.2.3.4 Swimming: 70,000 pools were available and an 

estimated 230,000 feet of effective sea-shore. 

For l980 it is estimated that 700,000 feet of sea­

shore will be required. 

(1) Marion Clawson op. oit p. 111. 
(2) California Public Outdoor Recreation Plan. p. 31-65. 
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2.2.3.5 Boating is measured by access units. In 1958 

there were 15.3 boats per thousand population and 

1275 access units were available. (75 boats will 

operate from one access unit on the peak day and 

50 on an optimum day, at this standard 1,925 

~ccess units were actually required). 

2,2.3.6 Fishing: The totel of ocean shore fishing was 

about 4,000,000 days with similar figures for 

the fresh water lakes and reservoirs and another 

3! million days for deep sea fishing. 

2.2.3.7 Huntings 650,000 hunting licenses were sold. 

2.2.3.e Snow.skiing: Accounted for 1 million visitors 

and snow sight-seeing for another 1.2 million. 

2.2.3.9 All these and many other related activities 

represent the total of the 3rd phase of the re­

creation experience. 

2.2.3.10 No comparative figures for total number of par­

takers is available for South Africa. However 

(1) 

a recent study reveals that the recreation 

pattern here is very much the same as California, 

where in 1958, a study of passenger-miles logged 

on one-day round trips, which was about half the 

total recreation trips, gave the followi~ figuri1~ 

Table 1 Passens;er Miles Percent. 
Purpose of TriE Million of Total. 

Sight-seeing & Study 11.5 47.e · 

Swimming & Acquatios 4.4 1a.3 
Picnicking 1. 7 7.0 

I 

Hunting & Fishing 1.2 5.0 

Boating 1.0 4.3 
Winter Activities 0.1 3.0 

Riding&: Hiking 0.2 .a 
Other 3.3 13.e 

~4.0 100.0 

California Public Outd0or Recreation Plan. P.29. 

s 

.y. 
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2.2.3.11 For Johannesburg, the following figures, which 

agreed very closely with the figures for the 

whole Pretoria, Witwatersrand, Vereeniging com-

plex, were founds (1) 
Table 2 

Percentage participation in Outdoor Activitiesa 

Reduced* 

Pleasure Trips & Bird 
Watching 

Swimming 

Picnicking 

Fishing 

Camping 

Boating 

Mountaineering 

Hiking 

Sport 

Total 

Total without Camping & 

Percentage 

34.e 
21.8 

12.0 

2.4 
2.5 
1.5 

0.7 
6.3 

18.0 

100.0 

Bport 79.5 

Percentage 

43.6 
27.4 
15.0 

3.0 

2.0 

1.0 

e.o 

100.0 

* Reduced percentages are derived by taking the 
proportion of the total without camping and sport 
(i.e. 79.5%) to make it comparable with the 
California study from the above table. 

California P.w.v. 
~ ~ 

Sightseeing 47.a 43.6 
Swimming 18.3 27.4 
Picnicking 7.0 15.0 

Fishing ~.o 3.0 
Boating 4.3 2.0 
Hiking & Mountaineering o.a 9.0 

2.2.3.12 The figures. are of course not strictly comparable. 

For example_, the California study measured, as. 

mentioned, only about half the recreation aotivi ties 

e.g. hiking from the home would not be measured. 

However, it is sufficient to shov trends •. Generally 

it is recognised that 70 to 80 per cent of outdoor I 

(1) Dept. of Planning. P.W.V. Outdoor Recreation Study. 
Page a5. 

' I 
I 
i 

I 
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recreation nowadays is oriented towards available 

open water surfaces and water edges and that 

driving for pleasure is the most popular single 

activity. 

2.2.4 The fourth phase of the activity, the trip home, is in 

some respeots the same as the third ie. spent in travel, 

but now the attitude of the user is different, the children 

perhaps more irritable and restless. The vise recreation­

ist will plan his traYel back so that it also adds to the 

sum total of his enjoyment and does not by frustration 

during overcrowded periods of travel, deatro7 the benefits 

of his trip. 

2.2.5 The final phase, that of recollection, can also contribute 

considerably to the total. Reviewing the outing when 

proudl7 shoving your pictures to friends, or relating 

your own mishaps, may give you some enjoyment which the 

actual event did not have. "No small part of the payoff 

of the whole experience take~ place here." (1) 

2.3 Present Use and Projected Demand for Outdoor Recreation Resources. 

(l) 

2.3.1 We have seen above some of the figures of user demand in 

different actiTities at outdoor recreation areas in the 

state of California. Figures for the whole United Statesy 

show a demand growing at almost 10% per year - one of the 

fastest rates of growth for basic resources •. In~ studys 

"Resources in America's future'', the expected r~tea of 

growth are given for various resources based on medium 

Marion Clawon. op. cit. p43-
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projections. The usa of metals is expected to increase 

by }.4 per oent, energy 2.9 per cent, farm products 1.5 

per cent, timber 2.8%, water 1.5% but visits to National 

Parks and National Forests eto. b7 6.6% per year. (1) 

2.3.2 The- factors affecting growth in outdoor recreation have 

been studied by many and it is generally agreed that the 

m~in components apart from growth or population, are 

included in the so-called "TIM-factor" i.e. time, income 

and mobility increases. Marion Clawson noted in 

that OTer the previous 40 - 50 years, the annual 

1960 (l) I 

population, I 
total leisure available and gross national product per 

capita each grew at an average 2 per cent. per annum but 

travel per capita had grown at 4.5 per cent. 

2.}.2.1 In South Africa the total population increase 

from 1904 to 1960 is equivalent to an average 

growth rate of 2.} per cent per year. 

The total leisure available has not been measured 

here but an equivalent growth to the United States 

oan be assumed. 

For income, an average annual growth rate of 5.2% 
a 7ear expressed in real terms has been calculated 

by Dr. H.J. van Eck ( 2 ) while the Economic 

DeYelopment Programme hae projected an annual 

growth rate of 2.6 per cent in the per capita 

consumption. (}) Apart from the absolute increase 

there will be an additional relative increase in 

expenditure on non-essentials, the income elastic 

items of which recreation is an important one. 

(1) Land and Water for Recreation 

(2) STATS - Oct. 31, 1967. 
(3~31.tt.tistical Year Book 1966 

p. 34-36. 

p. }. 



To arrive at the total increase in mobility, 

calculations vill have to be done using the 

increase in all the means of transport. Otherwise 

an estimate could be derived from a oonsumer 

survey. There are however trends which can be 

not2d hares 

A car ownership survey in S.A. shoved that 

the average yearly increase in total mileage 

of motor vehicles amounted to 9-7% for 1956-
1961 and 8.7% for 1961 - 1965. (1) 

Passenger journeys b7 train (other than suburban 

journeys) increased from 25.237 in 1965 to 

29.95a million in 1967,( 2) i.e. a growth rate of 

9-5% per year. 

Passengers by road motor serTices increased from 

9.281 to 10.247 million in 1965 to 1967 (3) i.e. 

a growth rate of 4.7 per cent per year. 

Passengers flown by S.A. Airways on Regional 

Services increased from 52,065 to 69,923 and 

passenger-miles from 25.920 to ;5.121 million 

in the years 1965 to 1967 (4) i.e. growth rates 

of 15% and 16~ respectively. 

2.3.2.2 A further factor that has not been considered, is 

the change in population structure. The elements 

here ares 

(1) 

I?) ,-
(3) 
(4) 

A greater percentage of young people who are 

not yet working, 

An increasing percentage of older retired 

people who need recreation, and 

The emergence of a nev middle-class amongst 

the non-white races. Sociologists have found 

that with them, ownership of motor-cars, radio­

grams etc. will suggest status, particularly when 

P .J. Welgemoed - Some Aspects ,)f the Uee f'"'n Ownership 
of Motor Vehicles in South Africa. 
Bull~tin of Statistics - June 1968 - p. 139. 
ibid p.140. 
ibid p.145. 
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they are appendages to leisure. Since the status 

cannot readily be manifested by the area they live 

in, it is done by the car that is owned. 

A calculation has been done vhich shows that by 

equating the spending powar of other races in 

South Africa to a proportion of spending by Whites, 

according to the population of 1962, a total spend­

ing level of 4,982,000 "equiTalent \t/bites" va.s 

found. "If and when the standard of living of our 

Non-White population starts rising, our currant 

"equivalent Whites" population of 5 million will 

climb to its true figure of 17 million - a poten­

tial increase in the Ularket of over 300 per oent.'X~ 

2.3.2.3 An~ lastly, the pressure of urban living must be 

mentioned. It is well-known that urbanites are 

subjaoted to stresses such as produced by polluted 

air, overcrowding and lack of physical activity. 

All these are relieved by recreation in the out­

doors of Nature. Furthermore, in his work he is 

caught up in the mechanisation, automation process 

and suffers an alienation from the product he is 

making. The resulting feeling of inability to 

affect the situation around.him, ma.y be the biggest 

force drawing him to his car where, once he is 

behind the wheel, he does feel master and can at 

least crive away from his battery existence. At 

the time of its formation,our new Department of 

Spnrt and Recreation declared its main task to be 

"to saYe S0:1th Africans from the dangers of mono­

tony and boredom". 

(1) Mr. W. Langschmidts Paper at Conference of the 
National Development and Management Foundation of 
S.A~ Feb. 1965. 



17. 

2.3.2.4 The multiplied effect of all the factors have 

found to produce the earlier 

increase in demand of 10% in 

mentioned annual 

outdoor recreation 

in America (l). For South Africa an estimate will 

be made in the Section on Tourism (Chapter 3). 

2.4 Recreation Demands on Land. 

2.4.1 According to the scene and nature of the activity, 

different demands are placed on the land for outdoor 

recreation activities. 

2.4.2 American studies have considered recreation areas to fall 

in four zones according to their distance from the user's 

dwelling: ( 2 ) 

Zone 1: These are areas within the community's daily 

work and residential areas. Here pla7ing fields, parks, 

swimmingpools and nearby beaches are important. 

Zone 2z The recreation sites that are within approximately 

40 miles from the dwelling and that would thus be used for 

one day outings. 

Zone 3: An area within approximately 250 miles where 

week-end or week-long vacations could be spent. 

Zone 41 The area beyond this zone where longer vacations 

would be spent and which could therefore also include 

international travel. 

2.4.3 Marion Clawson considers that outdoor recreation areas 

are basically of three types according to their situation 

with respect to the usersa (3) 

(1) 

g~ 
MentioneJ in 2.3.1 froma Marion Clawson - op. cit. p.36. 
c~lifornia Public Outdoor Recreation Plan Part In. 17. 
Land and Water for Recreation ibid p.15. 
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2. 4. 3 .1 The user-orien tad areas are the par·ks etc. of 

Zone 1. Within the community, these are most 

heavily used and activities dominate while aita 

charac·teristics ara less important. 

2.4.3.2 Intermediate areas to which users are generally 

prepared to drive up to 100 miles and more favour­

able sites are therefore selaotad th~ugh the 

~otivities to be performed the~3 are still 

important. :Beaches and other water areas there­

fore feature largely in this category and these 

areas are generally bigger in size. 

2.4.3.3 Resource-based sites ove their attraction to 

some unique characteristic which may not be 

available in tha home area and thus draws the 

users over long distances. Some of these are1 

a different climate, a coastal resort for inland 

residents, a ga~e reserve, national parks and 

features of cultural or scientific interest. 

The characteristic here determines the size, 

from the few square feet occupied by a national 

monument, the subterranean extent of caves (if 

these can be classed as "outdoor" areas?) to the 

206'square miles or more of a national park or 

game reserve. 

2.4.4 The.Garden Route Area is situated outside the day-trip 

range of large urban concentrations and it is therefore, 

except for tha small proportion of local ~esidents, a 

resource-ba~ed area. Since travel to the site is there­

fore an essential part of the experience, and as has been 

mentioned, outdoor recreation demand is found to agree 

closely with the amount of travelling, the next chapter 

will deal with this aspect of tourism, as it i3 pcpuldrly 

called. 

' l 
' I 
! 
I 
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I 
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;. TOURISM AND ITS GROWTH 

3.1 General 

19. 

3.1.1 Tourism today is no longer regarded as in the 19th Centur7 

when "tourist" was often used contemptuously. As tourists 

today, all people are included who visit a country, while 

planning to return home after a short time. The money 

they spend is also derived from home, and as such forms 

an item in the foreign exchange earned by the host 

country. In this concept or tourism, are therefore in­

cluded, not only holidaymakers, but religious pilgrims, 

business visitors, students, diplomats and visitors for 

health reasons. 

3.1.2 Our South Atrioan Department of Tourism classifies over­

seas tourists as holiday, business or educational visitors, 

though no doubt most of the businessmen, and all the 

students, will also spend some time in leisure and thus 

use our recreational facilities. The number of overseas 

visitors for the last 5 years,acoording to purpose of 

visit, is as followsa (1) 

TABLE 3 

Holida;ys % Business % Study % Total 

1963 1a6 004 a5. 7 
1964 190 965 a3.3 
1965 184 546 81.3 
1966 212 549 82.7 
1967 225 839 82.0 

20 581 
26 5,14 

30 686 

31 401 
34 294 

9.5 
11.6 

13.5 
12.2 
12.5 

10,420 

11,743 
11,667 
13,050 
15,405 

217,005 

229,252 

226,899 

257,008 
275,538 

Average 
Annual 
Gr,'lVth 

5% 15% 

3.1.3 The South African Tourist Corporation (SATOUR) views with 

Satour Annual Report 1967 and Dept. of Tourism Statistical Hews 
Release. 
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satisfaction the achievement of the i million mark during 

1966 and considers that its ovn contribution towards the 

prouotion of tourism has caused a substantial share of 

this growth. In an SABC reviav, the full factor of growth 

was thought to be formed b7 the following contributing 

causes,(l) 

"Improved and cheaper means of transport, 

Nev Road links, 

Package tours, 

Tourist class fares b7 air and shipping lines, and 

more economic ways or living in host countries." 

3.1.4 However, as has been mentioned in 2.3.2, there are other 

potent factors such as increase in income and available 

leisure time, which contribute to the growth. These 

factors have of course not only affected South Africa, but 

most countries of the world which are alive to the poten­

tial value, and can offer tourist resources in a peaceful 

and stable political climate. Nigeria for instance, built 

up a tourist flov from 6,000 to 136,000 in the three years 

1962-5. However, as a result of the Civil War, it was 

doubted whether the 1967 figure would reach four figures,( 2
) 

3.1.5 The Director of the London Office of the Zambian National 

Tourist Bureau, forecast that if the Government spent K4 

million a year on tourism, it could be certain of K20 

million a year in 5 years time.( 3) (1 Rand• .9797 Kvacha) 

Other African countries like Kenya are thriving on a 

healthy foreign and economic policy geared to attract 

tourists. And so do mall¥ European countries: 

(1) 

g~ 
South African Broadcasting Corporation: Current A.ffairs. 
Business Efficiency, Cape Town, Feb •. 1968 (p. 32). 
Standard Bank ReTiev - August 1968. 
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3.1.5.1 "In Austria, roughly 40 million overnight visitors 

contributed 12,854 million Austrian Schillings 

during the period November 1963 to October 1964 

and this figure covered the foreign trade deficit 

for that year. 

3.1.5.2 "In Spain, 10 million American tourists spent 

approximatel7 600 million American dollars during 

1962. In 1964·, Spain gained 866 million dollars 

from 14 million foreign visitors. No vonder that 

Spain is regarded as the centre of the tourist 

industry of the ·world." ( 4 ) 

In world tourism, ma.inl.7 the United States, Gertll&ll7 and 

Britain are the losers to the adTantage of Spain, Austria, 

Italy and France. The IUOTO (Intei·uationAl Union of 

Official Travel Organisat1ons)(5)has calculated that in 

1963, twelve countries only accounted for 82% of all 

tourist expenditure, that between 1950 and 1963, receipts 

from international tourism increased by 331% (Rl,550 

million in 1950 to R6,661 million in 1963, i.e. an average 

annual growth 0£ 12%) while during the same period, world 

tourist arrivals increased b7 259% (from 25 to 91 million 

i.e. and average annual grovth of 10%). The South African 

Tourist Corporation put the figures for 1965 as R8,000 

million and 117.7 million international travellers i.e. 

increases of 7% and 12% over 1964).(6) 

3.1.6 To a larger or smaller. extent, the national economies of 

several countries are thus dependent on the foreisn currency 

earned by the tourist trade. The IUOTO c.onsiders that the 

tourist receipts of 24. out of 60 countr.iee were among the 

top three itams of currency earnings in 1963, and that 

I 

:I 
I 

M.C.T. Schultz-Paper on Tourism for Conference of National I 
Development and Management Foundation of S.A. Cape Tovn, Jun~•65 !. 
'larolays Trade Review, March 1967. 
Barclays Trade Reviev, March 1967 - p. 10. 
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tourism aa a singla enterprise, has taken first place in 

world trade. 

3.1.7 But since there are still many adverse factors hampering 

expansion of the industry, the Economic and Social Council 

of the United Nation's Organisation, unanimously requested 

that 1967 should be International Tourist Year. 

It was of course realised that tourism is not only good 

business, but go~s a long way towards improveaent or inter­

national relationships by the stimulation of closer contact 

between people of different countries, and the resultill8 

mutual appreciation of each other's culture. 

Due to the political and economic state of many countries, 

.i ., 
I 
:I 
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the ideals of international tourism cannot always be pursued ! 

to the full. In faot, in 1965 the United States, because 

it was losing so many dollars through the pockets of 

American tourists, announced that travel restriction would 

be imposed. Travelling abroad is however one thing that 

the Amerioan traveller is not prepared to forego. Now ve 

hear that German7 is surpassing the United States - its 

people are already spending on tourism, more per head of 

population than the Americans. 

3.1.9 The prospects for the future are that international travel 

will increase steadily as it comes within the.ambit of more 

and more people. 

3.1.9.1 '!'ravel is no longer for the rich alone - it. is 

estimated that already one fifth of all conti­
n~ntal bookings made by Britons are by families 
earning less than £80 per month. Furthermore, 

as inoome rises, relatively ~ore ~oney is availab1e 



to spend on luxury and semi-luxury discretionary 

articles. In the U.S.A. the proportion was 

estimated at 33!"% of income in 1960 and estimated 

to rise to 50% by 1970. 

3.!.9.2 In Pr:ince a. .;ovcrnment survey shewed that only- 7% 
of the population took a foreign holida7 in 1963. 

;.1.9.; In America 60% of the population has never spent 

a night in a hotel or motel and 50% has never 

been more than 200 miles from home. 

3.1.9.4 Air transport is already- having a marked impact 

on travel (see later) and is bound to have much 

more in future. Experts forecast that if air 

transport maintains the same growth rate, approxi­

matel7 770 million persons will make use of air 

transport by 1980. South Africa, which to date 

must have been regarded by many as "way-out", will 

benefit oomparatively more from .future shorter 

travel time, than other areas which are already 

close in to the important "generating areas" for 

travel. See Figure l for South Atrica•s air 

distance from world capitals. 

3.2. South Afrioa and Tourism 

3.2.1 What is South A!'rica•s present share of international 

traTellera and their money and what can we expect in 

future?· We have seen above (paragraphs 3.1.2 and 3.1.5) 

that ve received in 1965 nearly one quarter million and 

that is from a potential of 117.7 million, i.e. 0.2%. 

Proportionately this would have given ua onl7 Rl6 million 

of the estimated revenue. It must have been more however, 

since due to our distance from the tourist generating 

areas, they spend on an average a longer time here than 

in the European tourist areas. The actual figure spent 
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by inward tourists in South Africa is difficult to 

derive, as it is for all types of tourism. For 1963, 

S.A.T.O.U.R. estimated a R75 million revenue from in­

tourism, but the Reserve B~nk's figure was about half of 

that. Today it is estimated at between R50 and R90 

million per year (l)_ a government spokesman gives it 

as 6% of the foreign exchange annually earned by South 

Africa.( 2 ) 

Numbers of Intourists 

The figures of number of visitors are however available. 

These have been plotted in the histogram (Fig. 3) and 

the graph on logarithmic scale (Fig. 2) to show annual 

growth. 

VISITORS TO SOJTH AFRICA FIG. 2 

.. f' _, 
., 
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(1) State of South Africa Yearbook 1968, Da Gama Publishers, 
Johannes burg. · 

(2) P. Bekker M.P.C. - Oudtshoorn Courant. August 31, 1968. 
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3.2.3 Tendencies of Intourism 

The figures given above reveal some interesting factors, 

3.2.3.1 The number of tourists has multiplied by more 

than 5 times between 1946 and 1964 (i.e. an 

average growth rate of 10% per year). 

The average growth between 1950 and 1967 is 6%. 
Compare this with the world rate 1950-1963 of 

10% (paragraph 3.1.5). 

I 
I 

I 
3.2.3.3 Since 1961, there is actually a decline in visitors I 

.j 
from other African countries but at the same time 

a phenomenal growth in the visitors from overseas. 

This therefore puts us in a better p:icture than the 

6% total growth in the previous paragraph would 

indicate. 

3.2.3.4 The overseas visitors originate mainly in Britain, 

U.S.A., Germany, the Netherlands and Australia. 

(Compare main generating areas for world tourism; 

U.S.A. Britain and Germany, par. 3.1.5.) 

3.2.3.5 Rhodesia, Zambia, Malawi and Mozambique still 

provide about 63% of our visitors. 

3.2.4 Mode of Travel of Intourism 

..!' .!:.; • I)_ . 

Sc:.2rce: 

3.2.4.1 A study of the mode of travel at the frontier is 

shown in Figures 4 and 5. 

J\10DE OF' 'T'R.W"'.L 
rpn'J"\l, P:?nnrrr:::~ 'I'T?!,T-,PTs_ 
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3.2.4.2 Though these figures give the total frontier 

traffic, i.e. includes outtourism and migration, 

they will to some extent explain the phenomenal 

growth in overseas visitors mentioned in 3.2.3.3 

above. It can be seen that the amount of travel 

by sea and rail has actually slightly declined, 

the road traffic has increased by 60'% but the air 

traffic by 250% from 1956 to 1965. (The latter 

represents an average growth rate of 12%.) The 

total increase over the period is 45% i.e. an 

average growth rate of 4%• 

3.2.4.3 It is also clear from Figure 6 that the amount of 

a.ir tra.Tel is fairly evenly spread throughout:the 

year - tha maximum variation being 33% but that 

road travel gives a peak month of 270% above the 

mini!Ilum. 

3.2.5 Nature of Visits and ?amily Structure 

3.2.5.1 The purpose of visits giTen by overseas tourists 

is shovn in the Table in paragr~ph 3.1.2 at the 

outset of this chapter. Though the "holiday 

visitor" proportion of the annual.total has de­

creased from 85.7% to 82.~, the number of holi­

day visitors still shows an average increase of 

5% over the five yaars 1963 to 1967. 

3.2.5.2 ?or planning acco:nmodation and other facilities, 

it is useful to know the average visiting family 

size. The 1965 statistics giYe tl.e following 

picture of family struoture.(l) 

(1) Statistical Yearbook 1966 - page B.7. 



' . r:~ ,"-· ."~ 
..:;..~ 

' 

22. 

Table !· 
t1a.r:d1z Structure of Forei&n Visitors 

to the R. s. A. 

Groups Number 

Unaccompanied 107,118 107,118 
Husbarxi& \life 21,261 42,522 

II " II & l Child 6,131 18,393 

" " ti & 2 5,664 22,656 

" ti " & 3 2,689 13,445 

" It " & 4 856 5,136 

" It " & 5 226 1,582 
Husband or Wife &: l Child 3,400 6,880 

If II If & 2 1,778 5,334 

" " " & 3 645 2,580 
I! " " & 4 169 845 

" II " & 5 51 306 
Others 102 

Total 150,028 226,899 

3.2.6 The Future 

3.2.6.l It was said at the outset of this section that 

the value of intouriat spending is uncertain, but 

whatever the figures are, South Africa is getting 

ready for what has been oalled the new gold rush. 

Recent headlines have referred to "R4 million · 

plan for Tourist Playground" vhich was to be a 

tourist-resort for the Drakansberg;''R2 million 

Lion Inn at Phalaborva Gate of the Kruger National 

Park". "This complex and othem like it, caters 

on a grand scale for those people who wish to 

make day sorties into the Kruger National Park 

but lik13 I.heir craa ture comi' orts." This is j !l 

spite of the fact that th0 "National Parks' :Board 

is also spending in'the region of Rl milliou. a 

year on keeping 12 contrortable restcamps with 

modern amenities spotlessly olean".(l) {Actually 

many South Africans ar3 saying that the Park 

itself is becoming too "civilised" or "comfortable~) 

(1) Die Burger. ; April, 1968. 
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3.2.6 cont. 

3.2.6.2 Prom the authorities we hear that South A.frican 

Airways has ordered three "jumbo jets" for de­

livery in 1971 and this year in Parliament a 

far-seei~ M.P. advocated that the Republic should 

get tha co-operation of other states in Southern 

Africa to do joint publicity overseas on the 

assumption that tourists would more readily come 

the distance if there are a variety of countries 

to visit. South A.i'rica•s beaches vould be con­

trasted by Lesotho's rugged mountains and hunting 

in Botswana or Angola. Such a joint tourist 

effort could lead to the start or a common market 

of Southern Africa.(l) 

3.2.6.3 Botswana is already expecting Rl00,000 revenue 

from hunting licences and an additional R500,000 

to be spent by the tourists in 1968. Over 30,000 

I 
.\ 
l 
I 
I 
I 
: 
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square miles, or one seventh of Botswana, have i 

( 2)' 
been declared as areas tor wildlife conservation. ' 

3.2.6.4 Cnco tho tourist ha3 travelled the distance, the 

additional distance between centres on the sub­

continent becomes marginal. 

3.2.6.5 Several hotel groups have also announced that 

they are going to cater for package tours. This 

will follow the European pattern where travel 

agencies guarantee to take a oertain proportion 

of a hotel's accommodation for the season at a 

reduced rate. This, with the use of chartered 

aircraft, bus services etc., allows the agency 

to offer package holidays at greatly reduced 

prioes (Figures 4 and 5) reveals that the decision 

to invest in air transport is very vise. 

3.3 Domestic Tourism in South A~rica 

3.3.1 Figures for tourism by the oitizens of a country within 

its own borders, are not so readily ascertained. Mora 

accurate determinations for S.A. will no d6ubt be avail-

(1) Dia Burger. 3 April, 1968. 
(2) Barclays Trade Review, June 1968 - p. 38. 
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able when tho Department of Tourism has oompleted its 

research programoe announced in its 1967 Report (l) and 

vhich is a~ present being planned by trial surveys. At 

prasent we shall have to use the results of overseas 

surveys, local private surveys and note the tendencies at 

some tourist attractions in this country. 

3.3.2 Overseas Survays 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 
I 

3.3.2.1 In 1960 in the U.S.A. it was estimated that 1~ 

(45 billion) 0£ personal inco111e vas spent on 

f 
'I 

i/ 
i': 

reoreation in general. .A quarter of this, or 3% :i 

vas spent on domestio tourism( 2). To my knowledge 

no similar breakdown exists for South Africa. 

However, using the results of a GoTernment survey 
or family expenditure(3) and a survey of oar 

usage in South Afriaa(4) the following is founds 

I 
I 

·' ·i 

i 
I 

Expenditure on transport and 

average of 12 urban areas) is 

communication {weightec 1 

13.5% of personal 

income. Approximately 20% or the total mileage 

of motor-cars is on tripe of more than 500 miles 

and this would therefore represent 2.7% ot per­

sonal income being spent on such trips. It is 

realised that not necessarily all such trips are 

regarded as.tourism but then again many shorter 

trips would ba. To this may be added a proportion 

of the p~r3onal expenditure on recreation, 

amusement and sport whiab was 2.2% for the above 

mentioned survey (3). Hov big a proportion is 

questionable, but added to the 2.7% it could also 

give a figur9 of between 3 and 4%. If the 

Amerioan figure of 3% is applied to the private 

consumption expenditure of ver;r nearl7 R5,000 

million for 1965 (5), a figure of Rl50 million 

Report of the Department of Tourism. 15 May 1963 to 31 March 
1967. 
F.E. Ridel, quoting Leisure Aotivities in Brief, The Chase 
Manhattan Bank, No. 39, 1961. 
Bureau of Stats.: Survay of ?air.il;r Expenditure, Nov. 1966 -
Report 11-06-0l. 
P.J. ~elgemo~d - Some Aspects of the Use & Ownership of Motor 
Vehicles in S.A. - Transport Research centre, Stellenbosch. 
Stetistical Year Book 966 - p~e W-3. 

I • I 11111 
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for domestio tourism in S.A. is found. 

3.3.3. A local survey of holiday habits. 

3.3.3.1 Market Research Af'rica recently carriQd out a 

sample survey of the holiday habits of 2,000 

families in South Af'rica. The actual report is 

not available, but the following extracts from 

it are quoted in the Sunday Times and Die l3urger(11 
3.3.3.2 750,000 families (79% of all households - pre­

sumably while, though not stated) averaged one 

holiday every 13 months, 

6950,000 families (73%) spent their last holiday 

in South Africa, 

28,500 i'amilieti (3%) vent overseas, 

and 28,500 families (3%) went to other parts of 

Africa.. 

3.;.3.3 Preferences for holidays revealed: 

Durban• 19%, Cape !own• 14%, East 

London• 4.1%, George-Wilderness Area• 3.9% 
and Kruger National Park• ;.5%. 

3.3.3.4 Types of acoommodation used: 

Private homes, cottages or flats 63% 

Camp or caravan 12 

Licenced hotels 17 

Private hotels 5 

Unspecified 

3.3.3.5 Mode of travels 

Car 85% 
Train 12 

Air 21 1J 

Bus & Sea 1 -2· ----100% 

3 

100% 

3.3.4 So'!le ch~ok of this la.st-mentionsd eul'."Vey can be fnund by 

comparing the number of outward tourists with the frontier 

( l) Sunday Ti.nes - 30 June, 196e, and Die Burger - 23 July, 1968 • 
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statistics. By a. calculation siu1ilar to that for intourism 

in 2.5.2, the average holiday family departing 1.a. apart 

from business and student tourists, is found to be 1.68 (l~ 

I~ 3.2.2. it was stated that in 13 months 57,000 families 

travelled out. At 1.68 per family there would be 88.400 

travelling out per 12 months. 

The actual fig~res for 1967 were:( 2 ) 

On Business 
Holiday 
Study 

Total 

34,600 
229,641 

1,532 

265,773 

There is a considerable discrepancy between the figures of 

88,400 and 229,641. Part of this may be accounted for the 

survey mentioned being of "hoi..seholds" i.e. apparently 

persons living on their own were not considered. 

3.3.5 A further check is the information supplied by the Durban 

Publicity Association as gathered from its tourist survey,i) 

Total Holiday Influx 

Value of Hc;;liday Trade 

275,000 

R 29 m. 

280,000 

R31 m. 

Aim for 1970 

300,000 

i.e. antioipated growth of 2.2% p.a. but present growth 

is stated to be~% per year. 

3.3.5.1 On average, the lengtll of stay is 14 days. Our 

ovn visitors (34% of total) spend Rl62 while 

families spend R250. The average family group 

being 3.9. The visitor-occupation is 65% in 

15,29C beds available in licensed and private 

hotels and holiday flats. 

(1) Statistical Year Book 1966 - p. n.7. 
(2) StRtistical News Release - Dept. of Tourism. 19 April, 1968. 
(3) Durban .Publicit;r ~ssociation - Annual Reports 1965'9 1966, 1967. 



3.3.5.2 73% of the visitors a.re domestic tourists, i.e. 

45% from Southern transvall, 9'to rest or Transvaal, 

0. :'. S. 7~:~, Cape 7% and other 5~~. The 27';'-, of in­

touris ts are 14)~ f!"cm Rhodesia, 6% from Zambia 

3.Ild 7% from oversea.a. 

And the mode of travel iss 
On Own Family 

GroU]2S 

By Car 46% 68% 

Rail 25% 16% 

Air 22% 11% I 

Sea 6% 3% 
Motor Coach 1% 2% - -

100% 1oa;i 

3.3.5.3 Tho Rurvay mentioned indicated a preference or 

19% of South Afrioane for Durban. Applied to the 

1967 census estimate of 3,800,000 Whites, this 

would bring 720,000 to Durban e•ery 13 months or 

665,000 every year. This number is muoh bigger 

than the actual 280,000 found in Durban and may 

indicate that the sample survey vas not truly 

representative. 

3.3.6 An indication of the increase in tourism in the Republic 

is given by the Automobile Association bookings of Hotel 

aocommodation for its members. 

The figures are as followsa(l) 

196;:! 58,426 
196:;· 60,858 

1964 69,015 

1965 79,519 
1966 90,360 

1967 123,816 

These rigu:?,-es do not accurately reflect the growth 

(1) Latter from SecrAtary, A.A. Johannesburg. 
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of tourism - other travel associations have gone 

and come. They show a yearly growth of 15% from 

1962 to 1967 but it would be more realistic to 

take the growth from 1962-1965 (the year the main 

rival, the R.A.C.was disbanded). This rate is 10%. 

Their bookings are an average of four per family. 

3.4 Visitorsat South African Resorts. 

3.4.1 Other indications of domestic tourism must be obtained 

from the number of visitors at South African resorts. The 

available figures for the two most popular tourist 

attractions in South Africa, the Kruger National Park and 

the Cange Caves, are plotted on Logarithmic scale in 

figures 6 and 7. 

NUMBER OF VISITORS AT THE KRUGER NATIONAL PARK FIG.6. 
-
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\ 

3.4.2 The visitors at South African resorts of course include 

overseas tourists as well. The National Parks Board has 

not been willing to work out a breakdown of the Geographical 

origin of visitors but states that it was "established a 

year or two ago that per capita per Province, an equal 

percentage of visitors are drawn from Transvaal and Cape, 

followed b7 Free State and Natal in that order. (This% 

is number of visitors per number of inhabitants or the 

Province.) It was also found that visitors from other 

countries beyond our borders came as followsa 

1. Congo 2. Zambia 3. Mozambique 4. Rhodesia 

5. South West Africa - in this order." (1) 

3.4.3 The Board also gave the folloving visitor figures at 

other parks,( 2) 

TABLE 5 
1966 

Addo Elephant National Park - 7996 mg. 34405 
Augrabies Falls Park 

Mountain Zebra Park, Cradock 
Est. 1937 7628 mg. 

Bontebak Park 
Est. Swellendam 1960- 3251 mg. 

Golden Gate Highlands 
Est. Bethlehem 1963 - 5137 mg. 

Kalahari Gemsbok Park 
Est. 1931 - 1,119,273 mg. 

Tsiteikamma Forest Park 
Est. 1964 557 mg. 
Tsitsikamma Coastal Park 

Kruger National Park 
Est. 1926 2,273,930 mg. 

6038 

12645 

23617 

7703 

10199 

226754 

.!2il 
33260 
26932 

(March-Dec.) 

6318 

12994 

29491 

8791 

44226 
22898 

The drop in Addo was due to excessive heat but in the 

(1) Director, National Parks Board in letter 3.5 - 1968. 

(2) ibid 
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case o! the Kruger because of a Malaria outbreak in the 

Lovveld. 

The average stay per person in the Kruger Park works out 

at 3! - 4 days. (Visitors are limited to 5 days in a 

camp and 10 days in the Park.) 

3.4.4 From the National Parks Board's Annual Report, figures 

for earlier 7ears ares 

3.4.5 

Kruger National 

62-63 

63-64 
64-65 

Other Parks 

62-63 

63-64 

64-65 

Total 64-65 

During 1967 

Tourists 

39,192 

the 

TABLE 6 

Visitors Motor Cars No. per 
£.!!: 

Park 

175,289 45,278 3.a1 
216,680 56,686 3.a3 
247,967 65,089 3.ao 

49,932 B,718 4.92 
61,331 17,127 3.57 

102,612 25,255 4.oa 

350,579 90,344 3.88 

Etosha Pans were visited by,(1) 

Vehicles 

9,555 

Caravans 

220 
Aircraft 

71 

The number of tourists is a 9.8% increase over 1966 and 

the occupancy rate is 4.0 per vehicle. 

3.5 Tourism in the Southern Cape 

To determine whether this area gets its share of visitors 

according to the preference indicated in 3.2 above, 

reference vill be made to a useful survey that vaa done 

at the Cango Caves during some off-peak months from 1964 

to 1967. The result of this sample survey vas made avail­

able to me by the Town Clerk Oudtahoorn and it can be 

(1) Barclays Trade Reviev. Aug. 1968 - p.39. 
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summarised as follows, 

TABLE 1 

Re:eublic of South Africa 

ProTince Visitors Visitor% Province 
Sample pf R.S.A. Population 

Total % of R.S.A. 
Total 

(According to 
1960 Census) 

Capes Western 1140 
North Western 128 
Central 188 
Eastern 600 
Southern 396 

2452 39.1 32.5 
'l'ransvaala Rand 1330 

Rest 1265 

2595 41.5 47.5 
Natal 705 11.2 11.0 

Orange ?ree State 512 8.2 9.0 

Total R.S.A. 6264 100.0 100.0 

TABLE 8 

Overseas Visitors tos 

Cango Caves South Africa 

J:' .... "'1 

Rhodesia/Zambia/Malawi 

Mozambique 

Ea.st Africa 

Britain & Ireland 

Rest of' Europe 

.u.s.A & Canada 

Australia 

Other 

Total 

Sample 
327 

15 

31 
288 

135 
102 

24 

39 

961 

% 
34.2 
1.6 

3.2 
29.9 
14.1 

10.6 

2.5 

4.0 

100.0 

(A) 
557,338 
123,125 

10,102 

123,120 

84,349 
49,312 
14,208 
27,143 

% 
56.2 
12.5 

l,O 

12,5 

a.6 
5.0 

1.4 
2.8 

988,697 100.0 

.. 
' ! 

.i 

(A) Total of 1964-1967 from SATOUR and Dept. of !ourism. I 
l 
i 
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The above figures i.e. 961 "overseas" and 6264 South 

African are from a sample total of 1433 vhich therefore 

has a further 108 for S.W.A. and territories suah aa 

Lesotho. The total visitors during the months in which 

the samples were taken vas 27,000. 

The 961 and 6264 represents 12.9% and 84.2% of 7433. The 

1965 and 1967 total visitors at the Caves may therefore be 

splita 

Overseas R.S.A. Other Total 

12.9% e4.'2!fo ~ ~ 

1965 14,300* 93,000 3,200 110,500 

1967 18,800 123,000 4,200 146,000 

(* These figures are 5.9% and 6.8% resp. of the total 

overseas visitors to S.A. for these years.) 

3.5.5 The surTey referred to in 3.2 maintains that 3-9% of South 

African households prefer the "George-Wilderness Area" for 

a holida7. If this figure is applied to the 1967 census 

estimate of White population of 3,800,000 this area should 

receive 148,000 holiday visitors every 13 months i.e. 

137,000 per year. Not necessarily all of them would come 

to the Cange Caves i.e. the 123,000 that came is actually 

a very good share or it may indicate that many other 

visitors come here only to see the Caves and not neces­

sarily to holiday in the area. This is actually a 

. salient feature of the tourist picture in the whole 

region or Garden Route as it is called. Is not this 

name inducive to such thinking i.e. it is a place for 

'passing through? Part of the restlessness of holiday 

makers as described by one observer, may stem from such 

a preoonweived idea. But the concept of the region and 

what it constitutes, vill be discussed in the next chapter. 
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3.6 Thia chapter is concluded by showing in Figures 8 and 9 the 

monthly fluctuations of visitors to the Cango Caves and the 

close resemblance it has to the monthly fluctuation of intourism 

to South Africa and no doubt will have to other resorts which 

experience the sharp fluctuations of holiday seasons. 
~ONTHLY VISI~ORS TO CANGO CAVES 

FIG. 8 

~cooo 
1. Nor:-\·:hi te s 

2. Whites 

3. Tot::..l 

'COOO 

Aug. No,. J:ln ~ b ?"~'6 -~ pr. 
1968 

1965 - 1966.) 

i---------+---------1---------l------1200CC. 

."'J.:.'.;; ' A J ~----. .,,_. ........ 

•i 
! 

' 
., 
I 
\ 
'j 



~ . ,. 

4. WHAT IS THE REGION. 

4.1 Local Viewpoints 

4.1.1 In the title of this study and in the discussion on 

tourism, reference is made to the Garden Route Area. 

41. · 

In an effort to get local opinion on the boundaries, if 

any, of the area, in my questionnaire ix> local authorities 

and others concerned in tourism and recreation, I asked: 

l. "Apart from the Mossel Bay, George, Knyena, Oudtshoorn 

and Calitzdorp Districts, are there any areas which I 

should also consider as part of the Garden Route Area? 

2. "Any parts of the above Districts that 1J1ay be excluded? 

3. "Is there an7 other name for this area, which is 

generally used now? ....... Any other name which 

you consider more suitable? 

4.1.2 Practically half of the respondents were satisfied with 

Tif¥ delimitation and name of the area. Many considered 

that Calitzdorp should be exoluded. I was even accused of 

being oTerpatriotic, it being my home town! My reasons 

for including it will become apparent later. In George 

one respondent said that Oudtshoorn also does not belong, 

though tourist promoters there are generally prepared to 

include it, realising the strength of this dravcard. 

Most tourist brochures consulted show the.Garden Route as 

the coastal ship from Mossel Bay to Storms River with 

Oudtshoorn inoluded. Some take in.the Langkloof as well. 

4.1.3 The dissentient replies to Question 1 would stretch the 

area: one to Riversdale in the west, quite a few to 

ii 
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Stormsrivor, others to Humansdorp and Jeffreys ::Bay and 

one even to Port Elizabeth in the east. 

4.1.4 "More suitable" names provided were Cape Riviera and 

Southern Cape {though admitting that this includes a 

wider area - for the Cape Provincial Administration tourist 

area of this name, see later). The most pointed comment 

vas from an architect practising in this area. His idea, 

i.e. that Route suggests a passing through and not a place 

to have a restful stay over, was mentioned in the previous 

chapter. He suggested "Garden Coast/Tuinkus". 

4.1.5 More appropriate could be "Garden Cape/Tuinkaap" bo include 

Oudtshoorn - if parochial jealousies in other parts of the 

l 
I 

'·I 

I 
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'! 

area would not say that it stems from the Oudtshoorn car i 
t 

registration, CG. Such jealousies do exist, and in fact :1 

may be a very strong factor holding this area back from I 
united development action. 

4.2 Some Official Regional Demarcations 

For Planning, Tourist Promotion and other purposes, various 

authorities have demarcated "regions" which include the study 

area {see Fig. 10). 

4.2.1 s~uth Western Districts 

4.2.1.1 In 1962, the Bureau for Economic Research of 

Stellenbosch University did a feasibility 

study of a potential deep-sea harbour at Mossel 

Bay. Their report (l) included in the South 

(l) "Enkele Aapekte van die Ekonomiese Ontvikkeling van die Suidveste­
like Distrikte met Speeifieke vervysing na die venslikheid van n 
diep see-have Mosselbaai" - Bureau for Economic Research, 
Stellenbosch University. 
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Western Districts 'the magisterial districts of 

Calitzdorp, George, Knysna, Ladismith, Mossel 

Bay, Oudtshoorn, Prince Albert, Riversdale and 

Uniondale (l). This deJUarcation vas also followed 

by the National Resources Development Council 

which incorporated the findings cf the above report 

in a study of the wider area, the Western Cape ( 2). 
1 

Neither of these give any particular reason for 

the choice of boundaries. 

The first report however made certain recommend-

ations regarding the area that could be served b7 I 
•l 
i 

a deep-sea harbour at Mossel Bay. This hinterland l 
! 

(sea Fig.10) is dependent on the further establish-

ment of a wool market at Mossel Bay and favourable 

road transport rates. If a rail link could be 

established from Oudtshoorn to Beaufort West, 

the hintarland would be extended further. The 

Department of Transport has however only recently 

again informed local interests that it is not 

building any nev lines (and the required one vill 

be very costly having to traverse the Swartberg) 

unless the resulting traffic will economically 

justify it. 

4.2.2 In 1964 the "Regional Development Plan" of the Department 

of Tourism came into operation. 

(3) 

4.2.2.1 This was as a result of an amendment to the 

Tourist Act (3) under which powers to promote 

tourism -were delegated to the Provincial Adminis­

trators. This plan divided the Republic into 22 

tourist reglons and the "Southern Cape, Suid-Kaap­

land" is one of the seven in the Cape Province. 

Note Uniondale now split into Uniondale and Joubertina. 
Regional Survey of the Western Cape, Natural Resources 
Development Council, Department of Planning. September, 1964. 
The South A~rican Tourist Corporation Aot, 1947 (No.54 of 1947) 
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"in each region a Regional Committee was 

established with the following basic functionsa 

{a) To conduct continual surveys of the 

nature and standard of the facilities 

and attractions in their regions 

{b) To encourage and to stimulate the improve­

ment of existing tourist attractions and 

facilities and the development and provision 

of nev and additional facilities and 

attractions. 

(o) To advertise and publicise these attractions 

and facilities as widel7 as possible within 

the Republic.Cl) 

4.2.2.2 This plan also envisaged Provincial Advisory 

Boa~ds ~nd a Ce:tr~l Coordinating Committee. 

However, due to financial difficulties, it could 

not develop fully and as from March 31, 1967, the 

delegation of powers to Administrators was with­

drawn and the Department of Tourism resumed full 

responsibility for the promotion of tourism with­

in the Republic (1) and (2). 

4.2.2.3 This is related here fairly fully because of an 

interesting corollary. As a result of this re­

organisation, the Department of Tourism wanted to 

split the Southern Cape region into two under two 

of its regional offices, Cape Town and Port 

Elizabeth. These are two of seven suoh offices 

established for the Repub~io. 

(1) 

(2) 

Report of the Department of Tourism for the period 
15 May 1963 to 31 March 1967. Government.Printer R/P 
No. 18/1968. 
Durban Publicity Association 45th Annual.Report 196i 
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1:The Southern Cape refused to have anything to cl> 

with either oifioe and finally the Department 

decided to •re-unite• the region and place it 

under control of its Cape Tovn office." (1) 

4.2.2.4 This violent reaction which actually vent on to 

claim that the region's interesta vare too vida 

to be controlled from Cape Tovn, is interesting 

and shows that there is a coherence of some 

unit here, although the boundaries of it may not 

be Tery strongly definad. 

4.3 The0riea for Defining tha Region 

• 

For planning outdoor recreation purposes one can endeavour to 

determine whether ther9 are geographic boundaries which satisfy 

~11 or ~urad of the generally accepted criteria of a region, as 

for instances 

The State Division of California ( 2 ), "For :park and 

recreation planning purposes, a region is defined as a 

larg~ geogra~hio area which by reason of topography or 

urban deTelopment or mutual interest or combination of 

the three, logically supports intercity, countrywide, or 

intercountry planning and services". 

4.3.2 Charles Abrams (;)refers to the "dictiona1"7 definitions 

1. a more or less defined portion of the earth's 

surface, especially as distinguished by certain 

natural features or climatic conditions; or 

Oudtshoorn Courant - December 23, 1967. 
Guide fer Planning Recreation Parka in California. - p. 68. 
Paper in Ta~ing Megalopolis Vol. II.- p. 1030 • 
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2. ~n ~=sa, ap3ce, or place of more or less definite 

extant or character; or 

3. an administrative division of a city or district". 

Re goes on to name nine types of region which may confront 

the planners (i.a.) 

~. group or smaller municipalities whose solution to 

common problem is sought in a regional plan 

5. sectio~ of country whose physiographical features 

make regional planning desirable, 

6. an eXisting city with undeveloped land stirring at 

its periphery, and 

7. a number or rural ar~as concerned with !lood control, 

water transportation, or some other common problem. 

4.3.3 R. McNee (l), "A region to a geographer, is an area of 

the earth's surface which is unified and cohesiTe in 

identifiable measurable ways. Unified and cohesiTe, that 

is the key. We geographers do .!!21 call just an7 study 

area a region. To call it a region, ve must be satisfied 

that it has a high degree of internal unity and cohesion 

and thera is a spatial discontinuity between it and 

surrounding areas. 11 

4.3.4 ·when the naed is to frame a policy, I would agree vith 

Fisher that "the purpose of the policy, a.nd its e.ffective 

translation into action, is more important for delineating 

the region, or set of regions, tian any scheme of rligions 

established for data or analytical purposes." (2) 

(1) 

(2) 

R. McNee in Megalopolis on the Move, edited by Jean Gottmann 
and Hobert A. Harper; ~iley 1967 o. 180. 
J. L. Fisher - Regional Science Association Papers XVIII, 
Vianna Congress 1966. 
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4.3.5 The same idea vas expressed b7 c. J. Viljoen who considers 

"that a planning region is a meaningless concept and the 

aim should be to delineate'deTelopment regions for planning 

purposes'"· (1) 

After discussing Friedman's fourfold diTision 

into Metropolitan Areas, DeTelopment Axes, Frontier 

Regions and Depressed Regions as useful to classify, 

regions but not to delineate them, he develops 

the idea of deTelopment regions based on the 

functional interrelationship ot human activities. 

For instance the highest number o! outgoing trunk 

telephone calls from each town vas plotted and 

this automaticall7 diTided the oountl'7 into a 

!ev major regions vith sub-regions. This plot 

for 1961 linked the towns Ladisaith, Oudtahoorn, 

Uniondale, Knysna, George, Mossel Bay, Albertinia 

and RiTersdale. In the similar survey for 1963, 
Uniondale was found to have a stronger link with 

Joubartina and Riversdale with Cape Tovn. 

4.3.5.2 Mr. Viljoen further stresses the importance o! 

deTelopment regions to be "organised around 

dominant towns so that traTelling time from the 

periphery to the centre will not be excessive (2)­
generally one hour or less. His proposal for 

deTelopment regions (66 in the Republic) is 

shown on Figure 10 for the study area. In this 

division, Prince Albert, Willovmore, Uniondale 

and Joubertina is linked to economic region 0206 

whereas Heidelberg and Riversdale is linked to 

0207. 

4.3.6 This division may be more realistic for agriculture and 

other interests.but the totti-ist factor has established a 

very strong link of Oudtshoorn with the other coastal 

area and it is lil1' opinion that this link will become 

(1) C. :J. Viljoena Planning Maohiner7 at Regional Level. Minutes 
of the Symposium on Regional DeTelopment and Planning. -
17, 18 October, 1966. Dept. of Planning - P• 136. 

I 
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(2) op. cit. p. 1~9 ii 
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stronger as increased leisure, mobility etc. increase 

the importance of this sector. 

4.3.7 A Greek Theory for Tourist Regions 

4.3.7.1 John Piperoglou has deTeloped a Tery promising 

method for the identification of tourist regions< 1 i 
He saw it as having a triple tasks 

a. "To reduce phenomena of aesthetic or cul­

tural significance to quantifiable magnitudes 

for purposes of comparative eTaluation. 

b. To deTelop a set of technical and engineering 

propos~ls. 

c. To present the economic rep-~cussions of 

such proposals so that investments and returns 

from tha tourist ~ector could be eTaluated in 

terms of overall objectives". 

4.3.7.2 Their tourist attractions vere classified in 

~- three categories of "Ancient Greece", "Tbe Sun 

(1) 

and the Sea", 'Picturesque Villages and Islands". 

A visitor sample survey ranked them in this order 

iere 
and weights assigned to each according to the 

percentage preference. B~ drawing circles with 

diameters proportional to these weights, around 

identified attractions, tourist regions were 

identified whera two or more circles overlap. 

By testing tourists• reaction to distance it was 

found that in a radius of 80 km. (50 miles) 

visitors would comfortably travel to a point of 

interest and baok ·1n a day. This therefore gave 

"Identification and Definition or Regions= in Greek Tourist 
Pl:inniUS?;" - John Piperoglou, Reg. Science Association Papers_ ~·-- ..... -- ..... .... . - _ .. ., 
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some basis for the size of a tourist area within 

which he also assumed that there should be an 

urban settlement of 50,000 or more to provide 

essential serTices. He regarded the "facilities 

and services pr~vided by an urban settlement, 

regardless of other tourist values, important 

enough either to enhance an already high priority 

of a region or, conversely, partly to make up for 

relative deficiencies". This fourth "resource" 

vas also assigned a weight and plotted like the 

others. 

4.3.7.3 In an unpublished South African Study, this con­

cept of the value of an urban settlement was 

expanded as indicative of the level of services 

available to the tourist. ~his is a planners 

report submitted to the Provincial Administration 

to justify the establishment of a new beach resort.) 

The 16 to~rist ~egions used by the :Bureau of 

Statistics for a survey of licensed hotels, was 

ranked firstly as totbe population densit7 per 

square mile and seoondl7 as to the tourist bed­

nights sold per square mile. A marked correlation 

in the ranking was found. 

Boundaries of "South Cape" Region for Analytical Purposes 

4.4.1 In our oaa·e, before the tourist region, if any, can be 

isolated, an analysis of the natural and cultural features 

of the area and the interaction between different parts 

thereof as pertaining to tourism and outdoor recreation 

us~, ie J'\ecessary. For the time being, the "study area" 
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will generally comprise the districts mentioned at the 

outset of this section i.e. the magisterial districts in 

the economic regions 0206 (old 07) and 0207 (old 05) and 

will be refe.rred to as South Cape. 
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5. SOUTH CAPE& ANALYSIS OF THE REGION 

5.1 Physical Description 

5.1.1 Climate 

5.1.1.1 Of all the factors determining natural r~gions 

and the resultant land use, climate is the most 

important. This is even more relevant where 

outdoor recreation use is concerned. The prime 

climatic factors are rain£all and temperature 

and the variation of these through the year. 

5.1.1.2 

5.1.1.3 

Southern Africa, has the three rainfall zones 

of winter, summer and all-seasons rains. (See 

Figure 1~. The South-western Cape is knovn as 

one of the Mediterranean Regions of the vorld(F.ig.ll)i' 

They generally have hot and dry summers with 

mild winters, the chief feature being that the 

rain falls almost entirely in the winter months. 

For this fact, tha study area would not be in 

the Mediterranean region. HoveYer, Mediterranean 

vegetation of evergreentrees and shrubs with 

sheep-rearing veld along the coast, especially 

vest of Mossel Bay and plants like the protea 
t}\at 

and aloe/resist summer transpiration, occur 

along the ooast and in the drier .in.land 

respectively •. 

This area, in common with the whole southern 

part of the continent, has a general absence of 

mining industries typical af other Mediterranean 

Regions (see Figure 13 for chief mineral resources 

of South Africa). 

5.1.1.4 Between the Winter Rain Region and the East Coast 

Summer Rain£all Region where the summer rainfall 

is a maximum, ia the transitional belt. It 

receives rain like the former region while the 

summer rains are due to the same causes as those 

in the latter, i.e. oceanic air-streams entering 

the interior from east coast highs. Here there 

are tvo diatinct subdivisions, the coastal belt 

i 
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5.1.1.5 

·~ : \ ,,,· ./. 

in which there is generally rainfall during each 

month of the year, e.g. at Knysna with a mean 

annual rainfall of 28" and an average of more 

than 2 inches in each month and the drier inland 

area where the rainfall may vary from 10" as at 

0udt.:3bocrn, to 2" along the Orange River. 

Authorities have noticed that the eastward and 

westward oscillation of the winter and summer 

rainfall boundaries is considerable. Once in 84 
years of records studies, (1900-1901) summer rain­

fall conditions spread to the west coast while 

the eastward oscillation is more frequent~about 

once in twelve years winter influences spread 

east of the 60% summer rainfall line. (1) 

Most of the rainfall along the southern coast 

appears to be orographic,aid this accounts for 

the fact that there is such a long transitional 

stretch on the coast. This coastal stretch has 

less distinct boundaries to the winter and summer 

rain.fall regions than there is to the drier inland 

part of the all-seasons rainfall area. On Fig.16 

it can be seen hov the Outeniqua Mountains with 

extensions to the vest and east, forms a barrier 

which distinctly changes the climate, vegetation 

and resultant land use either side 0£ it. 

5.1.1.6 In Annexures 1 to 6 the following data are givens 

Ann0.xura .1: Average Annual Rainfall 

Annexure 2: Average Annual E'requency of Da;,rs 
with Thunderstorm 

1\.nnaxure 3, Ava.:-a~G Annual .r'requency of' Days 
with Hail 

Annexure 4a Mean Daily Maximum and Minimum 

Temperatures at 1. Heidelberg, 2. Knyana,; 

3. Clarkson {near Storms RiTer), 4. George, 

5. Deep Walls (Forest Station near Knysna) and 

6. Oudtshoorn as well as the average days with 

cloud at 4, 5 and 6. 

(1) After J.H. Vellington: Southern Africa~ A Geographical 
Stud7, Vol. I. 
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Am1exures 5 and 6 s Average Raini'all - Number 

of Days vith Rain at l. Riversdale, 2 Mossel 

Bay, 3. Great Brak, 4. K~sna, 5 Plettenberg 

Bay, 6. Clarkson, 7. Humansdorp, 8. Jeffer-,-•s Da7, 

5.1.1.7 These shov olearly the higher rainfall along the 

ooast though there are oertain areas between 

George and ~sna and west of George where the 

rainfall deolinee. 

Further it is clear that there is a bigger 

Tariation in the temperature inland with a lower 

aTerage 'lllinimua and a higher maximum. 

5.1.1.a The aTerage oloud amount shows an interesting 

pattern - at George the winter months have a 

muoh lover oloud aTera8e than in summer. The 

inland Little Karroo with its drier olimate is 

therefore a favourite winter resort for people 

!rem the wetter Cape Peninsula. 

5.1.1.9 ~he wind amount hes not been plotted but it is 

a well known faot that Mossel Ba7 elong the coast 

is one or the most windless harbours and in 

general this area gets relativel7 little wind. 

5.1.1.10 Along the ooaat the wind usually blows parallel 

to the mountain ranges in summer, i.e. generally 

east to southeast. In winter the wind is usually 

north to northwest and often warm - the so-called 

bergvind. 

5.1.1.11 It is or course known that coastal area3 haTe a 

milder climate than inland. Mo~sel Bay moreover 

is.known as haTing the most equable climate or all 

plac~s along the South African coast. 

5.1.2 V4getation 

5.1.2.1 In the South African vegetation pattern, the 

rainfall is the important factor. Because or the 
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gen?.ral low rainfall and the small area receiving 

rain throughout the year, the forest land in the 

subcontinent is of a~all extant, estimated at 

only about one per cent of the country's surface(lJ 

"The wost clearly defined zones of natural forest 

in Southern Africa are the Knysna forests in the 

southern Cape Province, the eastern border zone 

of Southern Rhodesia, the Vipya and Nyika Plateau 

areas in Nyassaland and the Poronto Mountains 

in Southern Tanganyika." ( 2 ) (Fig. 14) 

5.1.2.2 "The temperate evergreen forest occurs on the 

eastern and southeastern sides of mountains 

exposed to the ocean, chiefly in area.a where 

the. ~ainfall exceeds 30". The most extensive 

area in South Africa is along the Southern 

slopes of the Outeniqua and Langkloof mol.m.t~ins. 

The most useful trees are the coniferous yellov­

voods, vhiah yield valuable timber and sometimes 

attain a height of 150 feet." (3) 

5.1.2.3 The only other place, west of Mossel Bay, where 

large indigenous trees are found, is at Groot­

vadersbosoh, in the mountains near Swellendam. 

5.1.2.4 It is clear from Fig.15 that the Forest Vegetat~on 

starting east of Witte Els River stretches 

almost continuously between the coast and the 

mount~ins. There are areas where this forest 

has been cleared - especially around Plettenberg 

:Bay a number of farms were granted. The ravaging 

fire of 1~69 also deetroyed a large part of the 

natural forest east of Knysna. West.of Knysna, 

corresponding to a lower rainfall along the 

coast, the forest retreats towards the plateau 

and the lower slopes of the mountains. Along 

.the coast recently formed sand dunes carry scrub 

vegetation with stretches of d€?\udation where 

reclamation planting had to be done to check vind 

erosion. 

South Africa Digest, Dept. of Information - January 6, 1967. 
J.H. Wellington - p.113. 
The World - J.H. Stembridge & J.E. Goss, Oxford UNIV. Press 1965. ~·. ~,?. 
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5.1.3 Phyaiographic Regions 

5.1.3.1 J. H. Wellington (l) d~scribes the four main 

lines of ranges dominating the Southern Cape. 

See Figure 16. The first is the Langeberg range 

atretching continuously for 300 miles as it goes 

into the Atta~uaa, Outeniqua, Langkloof and 

steadily lovers1D end in the Tsitaikamma Mountain 

near Humanadorp. 

5.1.3.2 The second orographic line formed of discontinuous 

TMS Ridges, includes the Tovsberg and Rooiberg 

and is continued again in Kamanassie where its 

greatest peak of 6092 feet is r9ached. On the 

east, the dissection of its continuation the 

Konga Mountain and the Baviaanskloof by the Konga 

RiTer produces a maze of gorges of astonishing 

complexity and ruggedness. 

The third line. tbe Svartberg is the highest, 

reaching 7632 in the Seven Weeks Poort Peak. 

At the Svartberg Pass, the range has a width of 

4 to 5 miles at the top but narrows to the 

Baviaanskloof though maintaining its ruggedness. 

5.1.3.4 The fourth line, the Witteberg, runs parallel 

to and north of the Svartberg. In places it 

has rugged ridges of quartzite dipping northward. 

Its surface also declines eastward reaching the 

level of the coastal plain vest of the Great 

Fish River mouth. 

5.1.3.5 Lester King notices that "the southern shoreline 

is not parallal to the ranges ot the Folded Belt. 

These areas are gently concave tothe south, whereas 

the coestli?1e i3 a bro~d convox in that direction. 

Thus the mountain ranges meet the coast one by 

one, are truncated in order and passed. Neverthe-

(1) J. H. Wellington: Southern Africa - p. 108-110 
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less, they modify the outline by projecting 

boldly seaward and shutting off bays on their 

northern sides. The chief embayments produced 

are St. Sebastian's Bay, Fish Bay, Mossel .Bay, 

Plettenberg•s Bay, St. Francis Bay and Algoa Bay"~~ 

5.1.3.6 King also describes the vide terraoe or coastal 

plain that fringes the southern side of the 

Langeberg-Outeniqua. This terrace ~arias in 

height but is generally between 600 and 800 feet. 
11 Folloving elevation of the coastal terrace, the 

rivers have inoised deep gorges (Keurbooms, 

Kaaitnans)or valley-plains (Sout, Brak). The 

mouths of the gorges have all subsequently been 

drowned, and then partly filled in (Bitou River, 

Knysna Harbour) and the chainjlakes along the 

Wilderness." (2) 

5.1.3.7 The mountains are important determinants in the 

l~nd use pattern. Though some of them formed 

formidablP. obstacles to movement in older days, 

they can now be crossed by passes, some with 

modern high speed roads. The rivers too, ages 

ago, ·cut through the mountains and created poorta 

or transverse valleys. Seven Weeks Poort and 

Meirings Poort have been used for roads and 

Toverwater Poort for the railway through the 

t 

I 
I 
l ; 
I 
I 

l 
l 
i 
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Swa.rtberg. Though the mountains are no longer ;1 
the barrier to intercommunioation, the Outeniqua 

still forms the barrier which causes the big 

difference in rainfall between ths vet coastal 

plain and the dry Little Karroo. For instance, 

Oudtahoorn vith barely 10" per annum. lies only 

30 miles inland from George with 30" or more 

per year. 

5.1. }.8 The mountains have however another .function. 

Thair perennial springs drew the first settlers 

to their feet. Nov they a.re however being drawn 

Lester C. Kings South Airican Scenery, p. 263. 
~.C. iing ibid P• 266. 
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more end more into the economic structure of 

the whole region as important water reservoirs. 

5.1.}.9 This applies particularly in the Little Karroo 

where the prevailing aridity and thin, rocky soils 

oaused cultivation and consequently human settle­

ment to be concentrated along the river valleys. 

This is immediately apparent from the population 

density ma.p which shows typical linear settlement 

in the Little Karroo c~mpared to scattered living 

in the coastal area. 
I 
I 

1-, 
I 

I 
History of Development 

5.2.1 First European contact 

5.2.1.1 This are~ has the distinction of receiving the 
' l 
I 

first known contact of Europeans with South Africaa j 
soil. Diaz landed at Mossel Bay in 1488 calling t 
it"Angra. dos Vaqueirots" (bay of cowherds). In I 

·,, 

1497 Vasoo da Ga~a carried out the first commercial I 

transaction at "Angra de Sac Bras" a.a he called 

it when he· bought a. bull from the Hottentots. A 

milkweed tree in Mossel Bay is known as the first 

"Post Office". Here in 1501, Joao da Nova found 

a let.tar in a shoe left by an. _earlier vessel. He 

is a.lea believed to ha.VP. built the first church 

in South Africa at Mossel Bay. 

i 
I 
I 
I 
i 

I 
I 

5.2.1.2 The interior remained unexplored for nearly two 

~ore centuries. The first known contact of 

:I 

I 
white men with the OUdtshoorn district was Schry­

ver•a Expedition in 1989. 

·5.2.2· Euronean Settlement 

5.2.2.1 It is known that by 1730 farms had been occupied 

as far east as George. :87 1750 the mountains 

were crossed and in 1752 two settlements oooured, 

one in the Cango area and another along the banks 

of the Olifan~s River. In 1754 there were 

3ettlers et A.ssegai Besch and on the Cabeljauws 
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River near the present Hu~ansdorp. 

5.2.2.2 The second Droatdy to be established after the 

British occupation of thA Cape, vas at George 

in 1211. The village of Oudtshoorn ~as founded 

in 1849 when the first sale oferven took plac~. 

5.2.2.3 Pe,:ohaps the 111ost interesting settlement was 

that of the r0yal descendant George Rex. In 

1804, with a cavalcadg of 16 coaches and wa.gons, 

be penetratad the forests and started his empire 

at "The Huysna", the harbour amongst the beauti­

ful roreats. Here he was visited by many dis­

tinguished guests who came to enjoy the elephant 

~nd buffal~ hunts. 

Coloured Settle~~nt -
5.2.3.1 There ar3 so~e coloured settlamants in this area 

n0t~bly at 7,oar near Ladis:nith, Dysselsdorp near 

Oudtshoorn and Pacaltadorp near George. The 

Moravian missionary, Mr. Pacalt, started work 

here in 1813 among the ramna.nta of the Outeniqua 

tribe. 

5.2.4 Communications and Trada} 

5.2.4.1 Shipping was alroady handl~d at Mossel Bay in 

1788 when wheat was shipped for the Dutch East 

India Co~pany. However no harbour was built, 

and till tha end of the next century, the bay 

served largely as a fishing centre. Passengers 

were lowered by baskets as is still done today. 

5.2.4.2 The first ostrich feather .boom in 1860 to 1885 

spurred development in this area and when the 

second baom came during 1900 to 1913, the rail­

road was connectod from Cape Town to lfosaal Bay 

in 1905. In 1907 the link to the north and east 

· through Oudtshoorn was completed and in 1912 a 

: breakwater and jetty were built. 
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5.2.4.3 At Kn7sn~, George Rex urged tha authorities 

to use th~ harbour. In 1817 the first naval 

vessel, the Emu entered but it was promptly 

wr~cked. Another 11 ships suffered the same 

fate du-ring the next 97 :,ears though the Admiral­

ty established ,3, pilot station here. The ''Knysna" 

was built of stinkwood by Rex in· the Knysna River 

and ~ailed with its fi~st cargo on July 26, 1831 

doing a profitable trade up the aoast. However 

the port traffic has been decreasing so that in 

1954 the harbour wa.J offioia.lly closed and the 

services of the port pilot vithdrawn. 

At Plettenberg Bay in 1787, the Dutch East India 

Company also established a port of call to collect 

timber. The ruins of the old shed where the 

timber waA stored, are still there today. 

5.2.4.5 Land connection to the east was only established 

in 1885 wh~n tha road vaa opened through the 

forests to Humansdorp. The denuding of the 

forests and improvament in overland connections, 

also brought the sea connection at Plettenberg 

:Bay to an end. For a brief period from 1912 to 

192U it w~s again used as a whaling station. 

5.2.5 Present Settlements 

(1) 

The pattern of urban Sdttlement in this area has developed 

very ruuch according to the general pattern of service 

centres for South Africa, as observed by D. Page(~), 

"Thoir service radius of approximately sixteen mj,lea has 

a direct relationship with travelling time of two hours 

by horse-cart" ••• "With increase in population these 

tovns, roughly 30 to 35 miles apart, grew in importance 

a.a the ei·tee of schools, post offices, churches and shops 

and in time became district capitals". 

A strate6,}" for ths Regional adDevalopment of South Africa. 
Third South african National survey conference, Johannesburg, 
J~n. 1967. c~nf~~~nc~ ~~~n~ 12/~S. 

I 
'1 
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His further obserTation is "that the historical sequence 

of Provincial capitals, coastal cities and district 

towns has now been replaced by a new order of megalopolis 

tied functionally to the coastal cities and a second tier 

of isolated district towns, some of which are showing 

some gr-owth where they are emerging as functional centres 

at distances of roughl7 150 miles apart. This distance 

appears to have some relationship vith a convenient 

travelling time b7 automobile to specialist shopping 

centres and centres of higher institutional and technical 

services". 

5.2.5.1 It is clear from the following table (Table 9) 
that none of the main towns 7et ranks· as the 

functional centre for this area. With increasing 

mobilit7, and the factor of sprawl also evident 

along the coast, the present tendency appears 

to be developing, stretching from Mossel Bay to 

Plettenberg Bay. Oudtshoorn, with its stronger 

agricultural sector and strong tourist attractions 

is developing apace. 

Table 9 

Population of Magisterial Districts. 

Oudtahoorn 

Total 

Rural 

Oudtshoorn 

De Rust 

D7seelsdorp 

George 

Total 

Rural 

George 

Pa.oaltsdorp 

Blanco 

Wilderness 

Total 

43441 
18945 
22229 
1043 
1224 

38676 
19121 

14759 
2025 

2398 
313 

European Coloured 

12696 27768 
3251 14769 
8952 11287 

459 564 

34 1128 

13967 21806' 

4669 12491 
8504 5400 

10 2008 

557 1834 
227 73 

Asiatic Bantu 

3 2974 
0 925 

3 1987 
0 0 

0 62 

10 2893 
2 1959 
8 847 

0 7 
0 7 
0 73 

' 
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Table 2 (continued} 
Mossel l3&z Total Euro;eean Coloured Asiatic Bantu 

'?otal 24949 8032 14606 7 2304 
Rural 9864 2835 6582 0 447 
Mossel Ba7 12225 4364 6082 7 1772 
Herbertsdale 508 156 352 0 0 
Groot :Brak 2352 677 1590 0 85 

I 
I 

(Total} " Knysna 25919 1149 14942 12 3216 
,, 
I· 

' 
Rural 13606 4065 8271 5 1265 I 

I 
' Knyana 11045 3028 62}7 7 177'5 
. 
I ,. 

! ~ Leisure Isle 288 213 52 0 23 
' • Plat. 13&7 717 289 287 0 141 

t 
.; 

Sedsefield 195 103 84 0 8 

The Heads 68 51 11 0 6 
if 
l,~ 

.ij 
Ladismith 'j 

Il 
Total 11411 3061 7689 2 659 M 
Rural 6775 1619 4619 0 537 !I 

if 
La.dis111ith 2342 1122 1105 2 11} ·'" 

l 
~~ 

van Wykadorp 621 320 292 0 9 ~. 
t' 

Zoar 1673 0 1673 0 0 r~ 

:j ., 
CalitzdorE I 

Total 6670 1961 4461 0 248 

Rural 4366 999 3133 0 234 
Calitzdorp 2304 962 1328 0 14 

J. 
'1 
: l 
'I 

Sources Population Census, 6 Sept., 1960. ]'. 
r. 
i 

. 
1 
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5.3 Population and Economic Condition 

5.3.1 A detailed study of the population structure and growth 

is incnrporated in the Report for the South 'Western 

Districts Development As8ociation.(l) As has previously 

been mentioned, (4.2.1.1) the districts of Prince Albert, 

Uniondale, Joubertina and Riversdale in addition to the 
' 

~conomio Regions 0206 and 020~ are included in their area. 

5.3.2 They found that scarcity of employment had forced 5,500 

Whites out during the nine year period from 1951-1960 

and that this d~cline in population would continue. The 

Coloured population had also grown less here than tor the 

Republic, in other words some or them had also left. 

In ccntrast the Bantu population had increased dramatically. 

The latter trend has of course been reversed by new 

goTernment policy. 

5.3.3 The population structure and change for the regions 0206 

and 0207 co~~arad with the Cape ProTince and the Republic, 

are shown in Table 

(1) 

From this it can be ae~n that Region 0206 decreased 5.9% 
and 0207, 7.4% in White population while Coloureds grew 

by 25.7% and 25.5% respectively. The figures for the 

Republic and Cape Province area Whites grev by 16.5% 

and.7.3% and Colourads ~ew by 36.8% and }5.5% respectively._' 

Universit7 of Stellenbosch: Bureau for EconoQio Reaearoh. 
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POPULATION COMPOSITION AND CHANGE 1951 - 1960 

Area Total Whita Non-White Coloureds Asia.tics 

Refublio 1951 12,671,452 2,641,689 10,029,763 1,103,016 366,664 
1960 16,002,797 3,088,492 12,914,305 1,509,258 477,125 

Change 1951-1960 +3,321,345 + 436,803 +2,884,542 + 406,242 +110,461 
Percentage Change +26.2% 16.5% + 28.7% + 36.8% +30-2% 

Cape Province 1951 4,426,726 935,085 3,491,641 . 981,802 17,818 
1960 5,362,053 1,003,207 4,359,646 1,330,oe9 18,477 

Change 1951-1960 + 936,127 + 60,122 + 868,005 + 348,287 + 659 
Percentage Change +21.1% + 1-3% + 24.0% +35.5% +3.1% 

Eo. Reaion 0206 {Old 07) 
Cali tzdorp 1951 6,372 2,539 3,698 -
Ladismith · " 9,183 3,466 5,595 3 
Oudtshoorn II .,., , 081 12,816 22,476 23 

Total II 52,636 18,821 33,815 31,769 26 

Calitzdorp 1960 6,670 1,961 4,461 
Ladiemith II 11,411 3,061 7,689 2 
Oudtshoorn ti 43,441 12,696 27,768 3 

Total II 61,522 17,718 43,804 39,918 5 
0206 Change 1951-1960 +8,886 -1,103 ·+9,989 +8,149 -21 

Percentage Change +16.8% .5.9~ +29.4% +25.7% 
Eo. Re~ion 0207 {Old o~) 
1951 _George 34,535 15,183 17,512 12 

Knysna 22,085 a,5z2 11,622 13 
Moaeel Bay 21,107 8,3 8 11,757 15 
Total 77,727 32,123 45,604 40,891 40 

1960 George }B,676 13,967 21,806 10 
Knysna 25,919 7,749 14,942 12 
Mossel Bay 24,949 B,032 14,606 1 
Total 89,544 29,748 59,7-96 51,3g4 29 

0207 Change 1960 11,817 ... 2,375 +14,192 +10,4 3 -11 
Percentage Change +15.3% - 7-4% + 31.1% +25.5% 

S0urge1 Population Census 6 September 1960 - Bureau of Statistics. 

-·- _,._ - -· -- .... ________ ·- - ·, .. · . ....:·· ·-· 
- ···:- .. !~ ... __ .;:~=-~ "'·-:-~..:--- -- - - --· . - ---

Bantu 

a,560,oa3 
10,927,922 

+2,367,839 
+27.7% 

2,492,021 
3,011,080 

+ 519,059 
+20.8% 

135 
119 

1,766 
~.020 

248 
659 

2,974 
3,881 
1,861 
+92% 

1,820 
l,8za 

9 7 
4,673 
2,a93 
3,216 
2,304 

0\ 
~ 

'° 
I 

J 
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5.3.4 .Acc~rding t0 u P"'PUlati-:m Asti:nate in 1967, there is 

h~wever a change in that whites havo atartP.d to increase 

0206 

0207 

RSA 

again: 

Population Chan~e 1960 - 1967 (Estimates) (l) 

(in l,OOO•s and percentage change for 1960-1967) 

Whites Coloureds Bantu Total 
1967 f..cbazlgtt 1967 

. 
Change 196 7 ),.; Cblqe ~f.., 

19.3 +10.3 45.4 +14.l 4.0 + 5.3 68.7 +11.9 

33.3 +12.5 66.4 +29.4 10.0 +20.; 109.7 +221 

3679.a +19.2 1836.2 +22.0 2717.9 +16.0 18799.7 +17.5 

On what basis these e9timates were done or how reliable 

they are, ia unfo~tunately not known but apparently the 

g!"ovth t~end in p~pulation has been r9versed though it 

is not y~ t at t.b,1 l':lva l of th•! Repuhl ic. tor Whi tea. 

5.3.5 This publicati(,n has also an interesting comparison of 

languages usada( 2 ) 

0206 

0207 

Percentug~ Using English as Their Homa 
Language. 

Calitzdorp 

Lad is mi t.h 

Oudtshoorn 

George 

Knyana 

Mossel Bay 

l 

2 

10 

13 
18 

15. 

5.,.6 The relative decline oi popul~tion numbers in this area 

is of coura.:? tc' bP. expected since its main source of 

incc~e i:3 frmi1 a1:r~icul t.ura. It is ,)f course a known 

law that a:1 tht? ~c1.rn0:ny of a country grows, a relatively 

amall2~ prop0rti9n or consumer axp~nditura is on 

3tata Cctubor ~l. 1967. 
STATS - Jun~ 15, 1960. 
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abricultural products. This is evident from the follovinga 

comparisons 

Percentage Distribution of Gross Domestic Product at 

Factor Cost by Kind of Economic Activity, 

1960 1961 196~ 1963 1964 

Agriculture, 
Forestry and 12.; 12.7 11.9 11.4 9.9 
Fishing 

Manufacturing 18.5 1a.9 19.5 20.0 21.l 

The population growth has therefore to be absorbed to a 

larger and larger proportion by the other sectors of 

employment. 

~.;.7 This area has lagged in industrial development, as has the 

whole of the Western Cape to a lesser extent. There may 

howeTer be a turning point. It is now recognised that 

"amenities have become the prime force in the localization 

of economic activity in our society11
(

2). Of course urban 

amenities are important but natural amenities are being 

considered more and more and fortunate are those areas 

(1) 

(2) 

(4) 

where .. attractions given by nature have not been obliterated 

by past eoono·,:dc development" (3). Other writers in con­

sidering growth also.mention "the persistence of some 

resource orientation, whether it be the old ones of minerals 

_and a.gricul ture or the never role of resort climate ... ( 4) 

STATS June 30, 1966. 

and. (3) Jean G?ttman in Taming Megalopolis. Vol. II - p.1117. 

E. L. Ullman ibi.d Vol.· I, p. 76. 
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-~---- ·- GROSS GEOGRAPHICAL INCOME (Rl, 000) 

.;--,, '~, J - fl - J ::J~l'J ,,,.~~:,--Y:F'."'l~T~;T'iUT""'.;•""!'T.-

1 f 
! I 

Are?.. Ee. Region 0207 Ee. Region 0206 "Western Cane 11 R.S.A. Total 
PercentA.gP- of 0% 
R • S , A • To t ~ 1 O l.O O l.O - • _ _ _ .. 10 1° 

Agriculture 1 10.94 ' 24.41 518,260 
and ? ()1.89 1 23.78 518,684 

F'orestry 3 0.70 0.63 1 20.78 567,025 
• I I 

1~1 .21 ' I - ' • 
1 22 l<:()~,Q 6,833 

:.i) Fisheries 2 1.6 .21 ' • - ' • 1 c2,,_o 7,504 
3 18 . 22 • • - I t I zi P: 0 8 1 203 

I 

: ) Mines 1 1 ) le~s than• - ) 'leis than (23039) 
1 

424,397 
and 2 '?7 - 0.10% • 12 - 1 

. •(19009) 1 549,961 
Quarries 3 23 ) • • 14 ) . , O .. Ol% '(22239) 1 613,345 

' . 
'(1044) • Hl.03 843,571 

l)·l(l{anufacturing 2 .38· • '(1577) 18.17 1,072,400 
etc. 3 .4C, • '(1547) 1'8.09 1,141,749 

• • • • • 
:) Commerce (Incl. 1 • .25 • 19.50 531,350 

Motor Trade) 2 • .24 • 1 19.Bl 601,396 
3 • .24 • •19.75 639,825 

I I I t I t 

·) F'inancial 1 .34, • .2f • • .•19.5 117,768 
Institutions 2 .33 • • .2~ • • ,19.5 158,232 
Priv. & Public 3 .32' • .21 ' ' •20,5 175,379 

• 1 1 t I t 

:) O\.lnership of 1
1 
___ o_q--,-.... 76 1 ' ' ' 25.86 119,154 

Residential 2 1141 • .74 • • 36 086 ' ' 23,30 154,874 
Buildings 3 11 1 • .71 • • 602 • ' 23.32 161,177 

•• • • • 
) Cent r·a 1 Govern- 1 l • ' 15 • 5, 12 9 , 818 

ment 2 1 ' 14,9~ 167,415 
3 1 • 15.19 180,054 

I t I ' . I t -.l 

Total -.F1\' White,~ rotalr\'hit.e. Total 
I 
A.~Whi te r\' 0 

0.56 - lf• o.9Ey o.3e'lo.~,· 12.4 - 11, 20.4v, TA.fill!. 
·• • • 1/• • t 
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Ee. Region 0207 Ee. Rerrion 0206 Western Cape R.S.A, Total 
-··-'·---···" 

0 0.5 1. 0 0,5 1.0 2 -
j) Provincial 1 :90 s a ' 78 t 24,92 111, i46 

Admini~tration 2 I ;90 11 2 . ,74 ' 24.62 153,404 
3 :90 12 8 1 ,74 • 24.53 166,811 

• 1 • 1 • • 
k) I.ccnl Author- 1 ' I 68,487 

i ties (Ad- 2 i • 93,883 
ministrntive) 3 " ~ • • • 98,361 , 

' • ' ' l) Local l·hnnr;e- .19 I .. 18· ' ' 56,568 
ment (Cori[l;ercial . 3 3 , 1 . 2~1 ' t 71,848 
Section) 3 . 3 2: • 1 • 2~ I 77,919 

t q I ' • • 
m) Pri·rn te 1 ]"i • ~ 4 1 10.28 t 352,457 

Services 2 ?O .n6 ·1 ~0.31 ' 453,543 
3 28 ' . 61 I ?.0.12 I 473,499 

t , • • ' ' n) Transport, l 17?6 t ,49 ' .~8 • 20.12 ' 3~0,867 Storage, 2 21~1 • , 4 9 ' .~8 • ao.oo ' 4 0,840 
Communic<=ttions 3 ? • . 5 2 q .,1 • 2'0.94 ' 447,987 

w • • • • o) TotB.l 1 16 .46 w • 129 I • H3.65 3,630,670 
2 21 . in • •• 'Z{ t • 1'7,95 4,460,714 
3 22870 ,48 • • •2) • ' 1'7. 80 4,752,336 

ti I I • ' Percentages of • • • • • t 

Total R.S.A. Total I), Whi te~q To ta Uhitm . Total ~ White,• 
Population 1960 

0.56 ,0.96 . ~ 0.3~-~ 12.4 - 20,4 l(. 
• • • I 

~: Horizontal Btrs are Regions' Percentage of Total R.S.A. Gross Geographical Income with Actual Amo~nts inside 
Bars (in Rl, 00 1 s), for years 1. 1954-1 55, 2. 1958-1959, 3. 1959-1960 -.J 

I-' 

* Manufnctu~ing, !ndustry, Constructior, Electricity and Wate 

Source: Reg~onal Survey of the Western Cape, N.R.~.C. 

. 
TABLE 11 
(continued) 



.... .,._ ,. 

72. 

5.3.e It is too early to say whether this factor is having a 

definite effect. A study of the economic situation up to 

1960 revealed that this area was lagging ·behind in a.ll 

sectors but that region 0207 was showing a alight relative 

increase from 1954 to 1960 ccmpared to a decrease for the 

whole "ulestern Cape". {Sea column O in Table 11). In 

this table the values for the regions 0206, 0207 and the 

"'Western Cape" are plotted by scale, according to the 

percentage that each seater contributed towards the Gross 

National Income. To show the shortfall that these regions 

suffer, their population percentages are also shown graphic­

ally. Region 0207, for instance, has 0.56% of the total 

population and 0.96% of the White population of the 

Republic (1960 Census). When it is realised that economic 

production is largely associated with the White seotion, 

it can be seen that region 0207 is short in all sectors, 

whereas region 0206 has an excess over its percentage of 

Whites only in Agriculture and Forestry and in Provincial 

Administration. The Western Cape showed above the average 

only ina 

a. Agriculture and Forestry {but declining) 

b. Fisheries {90% i.e. practically all the country's 
output. 

g. Ownership of residential buildings. 

j. Pro~incial Administration. 

k. Local Authorities and. 

n. A small excess in transport etc. 
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5.3.9 Comparable statistics for the ensuing years are not 

available but some further indications are plotted in 

the following table. 

COMPARISON OF REGIONS To.ble 12. 

Economic·Re~ion 0207 

0 0.5 l 0 

Economic Region 0206 
0 o. 5 1.0 

Total for 
R. S. A': 

..i.rea. _2 ....... ..._ __ ,_.-...._1~8 ......... ______ 3q. miles 

Whites 

1Non-White 

Total 

?Q 71, 

White 

Non-White 4-fi tOO 

Income 
Assessed 

Number 
Assessed 

1 818 

8 18 

1 

Population: 
' 1Q6Q 
• 
• 
i 

• 
I 

Population: 
67 Estima 

Q 
• 
• . i 

• 
INCOME TAX 

• 
II 

a ., 

l 18 • 

ed) 

00 

400 

68 0 

8,392 

• 

• • 
• • 

Commercial Activi 
Wholesaler 

Number ? ' ' 
- • Total r 2 " S>!.les ? 
~ ' Recre.'l. tinn j • Re~uirPments ~ • s~ es RlOOO • Retail • 

Number 60 " 21 I) 

ft ~ 

Totn.l 
"' Sales 

Fixtd Pronert Transac 

Number :ii $ 

" 
Euildin Plans p 

Private Secto 

1964 ti • 
IC • 

1965 1675 ~ • 
~ • 

1966 1783 I! 
II ~ 

Note: Horizontal B3.rs as in f>revious Table. 
' S0urce: 

0~ - .•. 
S':'ATS (Various Issues) 

2,577,301 

1,221,226 

5,486 

2,095,107 

17,365 

36,330 

1,500,879 
ions 

107,349 

346,900 

394,849 

347,423 
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In the above table, the "reference lines" are the White 

population's proportions for 1967 (estimated). 

5.3.10 Some interesting conclusions from the resort resource 

point of view area 

5.3.10.1 Sales of recreation requirements are minimal. 

This is a field that could surely be developed 

though it must be borne in mind that recreation 

requirements a.re often bought in the home town.' 

5.3.10.2 Retail trade has an adTantage in both regions 

whereas fixed property transactions show a con­

siderable excess in region 0207. From personal 

experience, this vould be attributed to purchasers 

wanting to settle but changing their plans later. 

To my mind this tendency will be reversed when 

better specialist services and urban facilities 

become aTailable here. 

5.3.10.3 :Building plans passed shoved not only a steady 

relative increase, but also o.n absolute increase 

of 6.4% when the Republic shoved a decrease of 

l:?C~ from 1965 to 1966. 

5.4 Water Resources 

5.4.1 It is generally recognised that South Africa's water 

resources are limited and because of the climatic con-

ditions only about 8 million of the total 20 million 

morgen-feet per annum that reaches our rivers can be 

beneficially used. "Of this about 40 per cent is used 

~lready and at the present rate of growth, the full 

quantity available will be required shortly after the 

end of this century." (l) It ~ay very well be sooner. 

(1) J.P. l{J:Wla "rhe Planning of Public Recreation." op. cit. 
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Other authorities state that the domestic, industrial and 

mining oonsumption vill double in 10 years at the present 

rate of grovth~I) 

5.4.1.1 In their report to the Southern Cape DeTelopment 

Aseooiation, Shand's firm diTides the area into 

5 regionsa 

i. Coastal Areas Breede RiTer to Hartenbosoh. 

11. Coastal Areas Little Brak to Blaauvkrantz. 

iii Little Karroo Vest ot Kamanassie Mountain 

iT. Uniondale, Joubertina and sou~hern part or 

Villovmore 

T. Great Karroo. 

It vas estimated that these regions had aYailable 

tor further exploitation in morgen-feet per years 

I. 51,000 

IV. 10,000 

II. 147,000 

v. 17,000 

III. 11,000 

The ooastal area therefore had more than 8~ and 

the George-Klqsna area more tha~ 6~ of the pot~n­

tial tor vater-oonsuaptiYe development or the 

whole area.(2 ) 

(1) Ninham Shand & Partnersa "Me110randu• oor die Waterbronne 
van Suid Kaapland." 

(2) Ninham Shand & Partnersa ibid. 



76. 

5.4.1.2 Tha existing dams serving my study area a.re the 

followings (1) 

Existiy Dams in South Ca;ee 

Table 13 River Capacity Area Assured 

Dl 

D2 

D3 
D4 

D5 

D6 

D7 
!)8 

D9 
DlO 

Dll 

Dl2 

Dl3 

* 

Irrigated Yield 
l in 10 

years 
drought 

;..g - ft ikCrg. -- "t '-ear -6 •... I J 

* Ha.rte beeakuil Hartenbos 2200 300 
+ Domestic 1140 

E. Robertson Great Brak 160 Domestic 990 
Swart dam Swart 280 Domestic 785 
Verkeerdevlei Touws 2120 615 

Glebe Glabe 50 Domestic 

Prins River Prins 1090 420 756 

Bellair Brak 4270 35 950 
Gamkapoort* Ga.mka 22500 1688 (7500) 

Floriskraal Buffels 26050 2185 9800 

Calitzdorp Nela 1909 610 2120 
+ Domestic 

Kamanassie Ka.manasaia 12592) ___ (9550) 
14600 

Strompdrift Olifants 23000) 11300 

Molville Klein Le 95 Domestic 
Roux 

Being built. ( ) Old figures that do not take present 
upstaeam use into account. 

5.4.1.3 The report comes to the conclusion that in Regions 

III and IV and~' little water is available £or 

extending agricultural schemes and that further 

water storage should be applied to augment the 

existing ones. 

Since then, approval has in fact been obtained 

for the oonstruction of a new dam below the 

Melville Dam with an additional capacity of 3,500 

morgen-feet. This will be applied for Oudtshoorn•s 

(1) Ninh~~ Shand & ,artners op. ci -t. 



77. 

domestic use and irrigation in the Grobbelaars 

River valle;r vhich has up to the present been 

dependent on private ache~es or sea~onal floods. 

5.4.1.4 The potential in Reg~on I and especially Region 

II is however considerable. In Region I a 700 ft. 

long 150 high vall in the Gouritz River could 

yield 20,000 morgan-feet per year. o:taer 

promising sites are in rivers further eastward. 

5.4.1.5 In Region II, the climatic and topographic 

characteristics have produced a number of streams 

in deep valleys. These have a fairly constant 

flov but as yet very little of the storage poten­

tial is used. These streams, rising mostly in 

the mountains, are considered to carry vater 

suitable for drinking and irrigation purposes.(!) 

The Department of Water Affairs has supplied data £rom a 

recently completed survey of the run-off in this area and 

'AJU.ieX 7 has been compiled from this data. 

5.4.2.1 The report of Shand & Partners vas apparently 

baaed on prior information. For this region it 

lists some possible sites vith the reservoir 

chara.~teristioa summarised in ·iuex 8 • 

(1) Chi~f Hydrolo0iat, Dopt. of ~atar Affairs Letter, Aug. 27, 1968. 
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5.4.3 Since so little use is made cf these waters at present, 

it is no wonder that the drier inland areas have started 

investigating the feasibility of diverting some of it. 

Hcweve~ the rgport (l) states that deviation of water 

ft·n111 the cuaatal rivers for inland irrigation use will be 

very costly, since vater will have to be brought together 

from a number of sources to be pumped to a higher altitude 

from where it could gravitate through a tunnel. Unit 

cost will be far in excess of normally accepted agricultural 

usage. 

5.4.4 On the other hand, this water could be applied for irrigation 

in the coastal area vhere a high annual rainfall, evenly 

distributed throughout the year, requires only a small 

supplemental amount during the fev dry periods. (7" per 

:,ear as compared to 30-40" per year in the Karroo areas 

are required.) The marginal benefit per un·i t of water 

supplied vill consequently be much higher here. It is 

estimated in the report that the present production or 

R6.40 per morgen in this coastal area could increase to 

nearer the RlB.50 obtained in the Paarl, Ceres, Montagu 

area if this was done. 

5.4.5 The report lists the present domestic use of the main 

towns as follovss 

Mil. gal per year. 

Oudtshoorn 570 
George 280 
Mossel Bay 275 
Kny-sna 80 
Great Brak 18 
Slanco 15 
Ladismith 55· 
Calitzdorp 25 

1318 
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5.4.5.1 .In addition, the coastal resorts of Plettenberg 

Bay, Wilderness, Hartenboa etc. use a further 

half a ~illion daily through the seaacn. For a 

30 day period thia would need another 15 Million 

gall'Jns. 

3.4.3.2 The resort use has al1own great increases lately -

Wilderness doubled in four years and Plettenberg 

quadrupled in twelve years. It is also considered 

that the Mossel Ba7, Oudtshoorn, Knysna triangle 

may- experience above average growth in domestio 

use and it is estimated that 3,000 million gallons 

{or 5,200 morgen-feet) per year will be required 

by the tovns in this group by AD 2000. It is 

hoveYer clear from Tablas 2 and 3 above that the 

water potential of this area is much more and 

vill therefore become more and more important in 

the picture of the country's total available supply 

as the existing sources near present metropolitan 

centres reach full utilization. 

5.4.5.~ Thus the vater supply could be a strong factor 

in applying the government's decentralisation 

policy to stimulate growth in this area. 

5.4.6 Due to the proximity of wonderful beaches and the natural 

lakes, the recreational use of reservoirs may never be a 

big factor in this area except perhaps where it is at or 

near another tourist attraction or an urban concentration. 

There is a demand for avimmiag facilities at the camping 

spots near the Ca.ves for inst.ance. The Strompdri.f't Dam 
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however vas originally used by the Oudtshoorn Yacht Club 

but now they have transferred to the Lakes near the 

Wilderness. The ether ameniti~s at or near· the Lakes are 

of oourse attractive to the families of yachtsmen when 

they do not sail themaelves. 

5.4.7 The possibility of future uae of the reservoirs must 

however always be borne in mind. From the aspect of 

change of climate, the Little Karroo area for instance 

is very desirable for the coastal Port Elizabeth and Cape 

T0wn mfftropolitan areas. A well-developed resort at a 

water resource in this area, will therefore satisfy- their 

need. 

5.5 Communications 

5.5.1 This area i3 wall served ~s far as tarred roads are con­

cerned. (See ?igJ.7,18). 

5.5.1.1 National Road N2 passes through the coastal area 

and this has been a considerable factor in-opening 

up resorts, some of which were previously only 

reached after tortuous journeys. 

5.5.1.2 Nl ia the national road connection from George to 

the Fr~e State ~nd Transvaal, through Uniondale, 

Willowmore and Graaf Reinet. 

N3.branches off this road again to link vith the 

Cllpe Town Tt'~nsvaal national road at Beaufort 

West. It passes through Oudtshoorn where a branch 

goes as far as the Cape Caves. 

_5.5.1.4 Trunk Road 31 has been constructed from Oudtahoorn 
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tc Cape Town thro~gh Calitzdorp, Ladismith ate. 

and Trunk R.::,ad 33 from Oudtahoorn to tfossel Bay. 

5.5.1.5 Trunk Road 44 connects Nl vith Port Elizabath 

through the Langkloof. 

5.5.1.6 All the above are "black-top"?ed" except for a 

portion of Nl2 betvean De Rust and Beaufort West 

through Meirings Poort. 

5.5.1.7 In addition, the Main Road from the Caves to 

Prince Albert is being tarred and presentations 

are being ~ade to tar Prince Alfreds Pass and 

soma other main roads in these areas too. Quite 

a number of branch roads to coastal resorts are 

already,or are going t~ be tarred as well. 

Rail -
5.5.2.1 The lack of a rail connection to the hinterland 

has already heen menticnad. The mountain ranges 

are now readily surmounted by roads but rail 

connections ara still very difficult. 

The existing railway from Cape Town to Port Eliza.­

beth is very slow. It takes paesenglr trains 

approximately 24 hours frnm Oudtshocrn to Capa 

Town and 16 hours to Port Elizabeth. Moto·r cars· 

do the journeys in a third of tha ti?a or less. 

Rail transportation is therefore losing cut to 

road transportation and of course to a small 

extent to air transportation. 
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5.5.3 Airways (See Pig. 18) 

5.5.3.1 Looal airports are in operation at Oudtshoorn, 

George and Plettenberg Bay, there being~ twice 

or three times a weel service from Cape Tovn to 

Port Elizabeth and back which lands at these ports. 

5.5.3.2 Looal interests have long worked for an all-weather 

regional airport. This would probably have been 

established already but for the fact that both 

Oudtshoorn and George fought to have the airport. 

Nov it is learned that the Transport Commission 

has decided to build a regional airport between 

George and Mossel Bay. 

5.5.3.3 If a direct air-service is established with the 

interior, the air traffic will be considerably 

increased. 

5.5.3.4 There are also smaller landing strips at Mossel 

Bay, Wilderness and Knysna which are often used 

by private planes. 

5.5.4 Sea Traffic (See Fig. 18) 

5.5.4.1 The port traffic at Mossel Bay has been steadily 

declining. Up till a few years ago, passenger 

liners still anchored in the bay but now this has 

been discontinued. 

5.5.4.2 A major development hae however been the building 

of the oil terminal vhioh has facilitated the 

discharge of petroleum through the submarine 

pipe line. 
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6. RECREATIONAL RESOURCES 

6.1 The Coast 

,-:;.__.' 

~.1.1 The Coastal Waters 

Nobody oan remain in doubt about the importance of water, 

and especially the sea, in the recre&tion-holiday picture 

after he has studied the close association of resorts to 

the coastline and other water-land edges. It applies in 

this area as every-where else. A study of the factors 

determining successful beaches is therefore important. 

6.1.1.1 For Natal beaches, the results of fairly detailed 

studies have been published~). Though of course 

not all relevant to the beaches in this area, it 

does contain information about the coast in 

general and can also serTe as a guide to studies 

that should be undertaken for the selection or 

new beaches. In addition, scientists of the 

CSIR'a National Institute for Water R,Hearoh are 

now able to predict the extent to which effluents 

will disperse if the7 are discharged at specific 

points. This is important both to tourism and 

public health in general. ( 2) 

6.1.1.2 A CSIR report describes the section of coast at 

the Wilderness as marked by the cusp rormation 

(gullies bounded by sand spits) and the char~c~er­

istic "complex cross-currents which vary almqat 

continually and it is thought that this is the 

result of varying energy in the incident waves 

~~:,-:_: ----------~. ~;.;,_ 
:,;.,-.,... ~T 

.. ~;;J(l) C.S.I.R. Symposium. S~ Marine Studies of!' the Natal Coast • . -n 
·~ , (2) CSIR Press Release - August 5, 1968. 
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and of discontinuities in the vaTe crest along 

this exposed coast". (1) 

6.1.1.3 'l'he currents affecting the off-shore waters of 

the South African coast are described by Commander 

J.K. Mallory S.A.N. ( 2) "The vesterl7 vinds of 

the cyclonic depressions passing to the south of 

the continent increase the Southern Ocean drift, 

banks up the A.gulhas Current on the Agulhas Bank •• 

with the result that some of it is deflected 

towards-the coast in the neighbourhood of Mossel 

l3ay, from whence it flows as a counter current 

up the coast inside the Agulhaa Current : 

This counter current is cold because, not onl7 

does & certain amount of cold Allantic water flow 

in past Cape Agulhas, but upwelling water along 

the coast reaches the surface once the warm 

Agulhas current is displaced b7 the westerly 

wind and counter current." "As the depression 

moves eastward ••• the counter current in the 

vicinity of Mossel Bay decreases to nothing ••• 

and southeasterly winds bring Agulhaa water back •• 

thus warming '.lp the coastal waters again." 

6.1.1.4 The ocean surface temperaturo has at different 

times been measured by the Division of Sea Fisheries 

Off Plettenberg Bay the following values are re­

oordeda(J) 

CSIR Special Report (unpublished)a The Deterioration of the Wilderness 
Lakes System. App. p.l. · 
J.K. M~l1orys Bathymettio & Hydrographic Aspects of Marine Studies off 
the Natal c~ast. CSIR S7upoaium. op. cit. p. 37 and 36. 
L. v. Sh;rnn 0 n z H:,drolo~ of the South &: 'Wes,: Coasts 0f South Africa.. 
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6.1.1.5 

A8. 

oc OF 

April 1960 17 63 
July II 18 64 

October" 17 63 
January 1961 20 6d 

April II 18 64 
January 1963 19 66 

July II 15 59 
January 1964 22 72 

For Durban it is stated that "the mean tl3mperature 

of the sea 0 varies between 68 Fin July a.nd 76°F 

in January". In other words the temperature at 

Plettenberg Bay is on average 6°F lower than at 

Durban. This certainly adds a bracing effect to 

the waters in this area. Added to the fact that 

it is clearer than Natal waters, makes it more 

desirable in summer at least. 

6.1.1.6 .Water temperatures were recorded by fishermen at 

Knysna in 1965. The results, plotted in Fig. 20 

show an average summer temperature of 66°F and 

winter 61t°F for tha.t yea.r. (l) 
20 

f 

-- -
~ 

WATER TEMPERATURE AT KNYSNA 
1965 

~- 1/ 
"' '\ ~ 

M A M J J A s 0 

Knysna Angling Club Hon. Secretary in, "Tight Lines" - December 1967, 
p. 31. 



6.1.2 The Coastline 

6.1.2.1 The coastline itself shows man7 variations. The 

many sand7 beaches haTe been formed by the sea­

currents from the east meeting the Table Mountain 

sandstone or enon quartzite layers, being deflected 

and causing circulatory action into the less 

resistant material and thus forming bays like 

Mossel Bay, Plettenberg Bay eto.(l) Some of the 

"widely curving bays have been greatly smoothed 

out by long bay-bars vhioh swing from Keurboomstrand 

to Plettenberg and from Plettenberg to Robberg 

while the cliffs have in many places been cut 

back, e.g. Kcysna Beads".( 2 ) 

6.1.2.2 There have been considerable subsidences and up­

heavals of geological importance. West of Robberg 

are sea formed caves which are now 60 feet above 

sea-level. In general it is considered that the 

high plain next to the coast is due to a recent 

fa.ult. Some of the rivers therefore have not 

carved through a.nd waterfalls are found near the 

coast. On the other hand again, there are other 

valleys which are nov submerged. Blaauvkrana, 

Keurbooms and Kaaimans a.re vell-knovn examples 

and form gorges of considera.ble scenic grandeur. ( 3) 

Keurbooms gorge has a depth of 60 ft. of water 

in some places and "according to Schwartz, recent 

shelly sands are found in the river bed to a depth 

!'1.S. TalJaards "Oor Berge en Vlalcke" p. 86. 
Lester C. King: South African Scenery - p. 159. 
L.C. King op. cit. p. 158. 
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of 110 feet. The river has thus cut into the 

tertiary peneplain to a depth of over 700 ft, 

and although the present floor of the valley is 

60 faat.belov sea leTel, the mouth is almost 

closed by coastal sand accumulations". (1) 

The chain of lakes near the Wilderness is also 

due to the filling in of a partl7 drowned gorge. 

6.1.2.3 On the coastline itsel£, the sandy beaches are 

important but it must be noticed that the ma.in 

resorts are all at or near the junction of 

stretches of beach with stretches of rock or 

actual rock and cliff promontories. In some 

places such as HerQlds Bay, the beach ends 

abruptly against the cliffs which drop from a 

height more than }00 feet into the sea. Fishermen 

have vith great ingenuity made ladder bridges to 

get to fishing rocks. 

6.1.2.4 The rooks are of course important not only to 

the fishermen. The shelter they provide from 

wind and current is Tery necessary for bathiJ18 

beaches and in fact forms bays as has been des­

cribed. Where the rocks are exposed in the tidal 

area, pools are formed which proTide interesting 

marine life and of course fishing bait.· Further­

more at the rock promontories, the mainland has 

been stabilized and the mature indigenous 

vegetation at these places brings the scenic 

attractions right down to the coastline. Again 

(1) J.H. Wellington. Op. cit. p. 166. 
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Iler.olds Bay for example has onl;y about 300 yards 

of beach yet it has 30 homes and 50 holiday homes 

plus an hotel packed against the hillside above 

the beach. On the other hand, there are long 

stretches of clear beach, e.g.+ 4 miles between 

Great Brak and Glentana, 5 miles between Klein 

Krantz and Gerioke Point which have no resorts. 

6.1.2.5 Mossel Bay district has 39 miles of coastline 

or which 17 miles are cliffs or rocky. (The 

measurements given here are approximate only.) 

Geor8e has 37 miles vith 16 miles ot olif'f and 

Knysna district a total or 65 miles of sandy coast 

vith low, rocky stretches along the Goukamma 

Nature Reserve a.nd at Buffels Bay whereas the 27 

miles from Brenton on Sea to Robberg are practically 

completely taken over by steep cliffs except for 

small beaches such as Coney Glen, Sparrebos (in­

accessible by road) and Noetzie. Then follows 

the 3 miles of beach to Beacon Island and the 

Plettenberg Bay beach itself with some fishing 

rocks again. To the east there is an interesting 

stretch of 2 miles opposite the Bitou-Keurbooms 

RiYer Lagoon. The mouth of this lagoon has in 

the past changed to open right near .to Plettenberg 

Bay, broken through at the eastern end and nov 

appears to be wandering baok again towards the ba7. 

This stretch is used b7 caraTanners on the mainland, 

who have to cross by foot-bridge. 



6.1.2.6 Another 3! miles cf beach follov~ which is only 

used by hotel guests at Keurbooms River and a 

few holiday hones on the sand dunes. At Keurboom­

strand reeks are again encountered and here another 

resnrt has devel0ped. The archaeological caves 

a.nd Aroh 3.ock at the mouth of the rfatjea River, 

are wall-known spots. The ~est of the 11 ~ilea to 

the Knyana boundary are rocks and cliffs except 

the 2 miles beach at Natures Valley which has 

also spurred the establishment of a holiday rosort. 

6.1.2.7 To the east of Natures V:illey "the Table Mountain 

Sandstone cliffs rise to heights of over 600 feet 

in the Storms River mouth area, for.ning the 

highest line of sea-cli.ffs in South Africa".(l) 

Along this stretch the Tsitsikamma National Park 

was prcclaimed in 1964. 

6.1.2.8 There are therefore in total 68 miles of 

sandy beach along the coast of these three 

districts. Of this, roughly half' would be 

suitable fer resort development. The other stretch€tj 

are either on open sections too exposed to strong 

lateral currents, have too many rocks below the 

water for oomfortabla swimming or fall inside 

the nature reserve. 

6.1.2.9 There is of course the possibility of erecting 

structuraa on the beach to create naw adgea or 

what would be ~ore applicable, especially in this 

(1) J.H. Wellington: S011thern Africa. Vol. I - p. 165. 
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area of good rainfall, is to establish plant 

growth to form strips of bush leading down to 

the sea. For example, see Mamaia Beach, 

Romania. (1) 

6.1.3 Knysna Ln.goon 

6.1.3.1 A further feature of this coastline is the 

lagoon or estuary at Knysna. South Afrioa is 

not liberally endowed with natural harbours a..nd 

Kn73na, though not one of the more useful onas 

due to the dangerous entr7 at The Heads, is no 

d~ubt the most beautiful. Sir John Barrow said 

to be often critical, wrota 170 years ago1 "The 

ar~s of the Knysna stretch into the deep v~lle7s 

at the feet of the mountains and are there lost 

in impenetrable forests. The whole country's 

boldly marked and moat magnificently clothed, 

and may be considered, beyond comparison, as the 

grandest and mcst beautiful part of southern 

Af.::-ica. 11 (2) 

6.1.3.2 The lagoon is about 4000 acres in extent but 

large parts of it are very shallow or exposes 

land at low tide. The harbour has now lost 

official status but the bay is extensively used 

for yachting, boating and fishing. 

The Lal<es 
( 3) : 

(See Fig. 23 ) 

6.2~1 Between the Knysna Lagoon and ~ilderness there are a 

further series of lakes of different character as they 

Lufthansa Revue 1fo. 6 1967/68 - p. 24 
Jrise Burman - The Garden Route - p. 75 
Information for this sectLm from maps. b7 Government Printer. 
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are not washed by tides. Thay are however very important 

in the recreational picture, each one having a different 

atmospha~e with different amenities. 

6. 2. l. l The filling in of originally larger bays as h.as 

already bean described is also believed to be 

the origin of these lakes. Apparently the sea 

level vas at 1·irs·t about 25 feet higher than 

at present, then receded during which time the 

sand dunes were formed and cemented. The sea 

level probably vent 100 feet lower than at 

present till it started to rise again, depositing 

more material and finally receded again to the 

present level when the lakes were completely or 

partly sealed off. 

6.2.1.2 The lake surfaces are all at, or very nearly at 

sea laval but not all of them drain into the sea. 

Groenvlai, the nearest -to Knysna bas no outlet 

~nd no stream feeding it but remains filled with 

fresh water. It has been said that underground 

streams feed it but it is probably balanced by 

the general water tabla and the sea through the 

porous underground. 

6.2.1.3 Groonvlei is 3 miles long with an average width 

0£ half a mile - .9JO acres in extent. It is 

being developed as a nature reserve with the 

a.rea towards th~ coast and ·the Goukamma River 

and is known as one of the best spots for fresh­

vater ar.gling, having been stocked by black baas 

_J. 



and sunfish which still populate the lake vithout 

rapleniah1J1an t. 

6.2.1.4 On the northern bank private property adjoins 

the lake. Uncontrolled development here may 

detract from the natural beauty as it is set 

between the green hills. 

6.2.1.5 The next lake is Swartvlei; the biggest in the 

chain vith a surface a.rea of approximately 2700 

acres. Karatara Lake, an eastern extension, is 

a further 200 acres. It is fed by the K.a.ratara 

River, and then with the Hoogekraal River, enters 

the Svartvlei which is also fed at the western 

end by the Diep River joining in with the Volve 

River. The mouth is usually closed and only 

opens with a big flood or when a pilot channel 

has been dug to induce opening so that a big 

flood may be avoided. The vater has actually 

already risen by about 8 feet at times of heavy 

rai»Lall. Some authorities feel that the water 

should be allowed to bank up before breaking its 

own way to the sea. It is contended that this 

would have a better securing effect and also keep 

the mouth open for a longer time after the flood 

season, i.e. till the spawning season when fish 

want to come in from the sea. Thie however con­

flicts with the interests of landowners along 

the banks. Lands get flooded and some buildings 

are threatened. As a result the landowners demand 

opening or the mouth before it has built up 
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sufficiently to have a proper scouring effect. 

6.2.1.6 The other lakes are all linked. Rondevlei (350 

acres) at the end is only separated by a 400 

ya.rd wide, 150 feet high isthmus frot1 Swartvlei 

~nd there have already been suggestions that a 

canal be built here to link them. Rondevlei has 

no major strea~s feeding it and the water rises 

and falls through the link with the next lake, 

Lane;vlei (550 acres). This i3 fed by streams. 

irom the hills and it id again linked b7 a canal 

which is oiten dry, with Island Lake or Onder­

Langvlei (350 acres). The Duive River feeds this 

vlei which is again linkP.d to the Touv River by 

the Serpentine. The latter is an interesting· 

canal a3 it winds all of its way in ten half 

cirolca through the flat surrounding land. It is 

negotiable by omall boats. 

6.2.1.7 The mouth of the Touw River is, like the 

Swartvlei, usually closed thus forming a lagoon. 

When open, the tide rises for about 3 ~iles 

upstrea~. All of this is between picturesque 

hills and boating is popular bore. Sea water 

has even risen to Island Lake but the salinity 

stays well bel:Jw that of the sea. 

6 •. 2.1.6 Rondevlei has been mentioned as ideal for fish­

farming on a commercial basis and the Department 

of Nature Conservation is planning to establish 

a research station here. Rondevlei and Svartvlei 

are bird sanctuaries. 
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6.2.1.9 All the lakes have abundant growth surrounding 

them an1 in fact, in ~ny places the reeds are 

intrudit1i~ to such an extent irt.,the waters that 

it is being investigated as a possible threat 

to future uaa. 

6.3 The Rivers 

6.3.1. Some of the rivers have been mentioned in the discussion 

on Lakes and the water shortage potential in the more 

important ones have also been coYered. Some of these 

have however also a considerable potential £or recreation 

purposes. In fact all the rivers, even the smaller ones 

that have a constant flow or forms a lagoon at the mouth, 

provide very interesting entertainment. 

The more important ones will be briefly mentioneda 

6.3.1.1. Storms River to the east of Knysna boundary, 

is the centre of the Tsitsikama National Park 

and the site of the well-known Paul Sauer 

Bridge. Many consider Storms River to be the 

eastern boundary of the 11Garden Route". 

6.3.1.2. 

6.3.1.~. 

Groot River forms a small lagoon at Nature's 

Valley where a camping site is run by the 

Forest Department. 

Keurbooms River is largely on State Land, within 

the Forest Reserve. It has thus the largest 

unexploited pctential for outdoor recreation 

within the study area. The formation of the 

river has already been described. At the 
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National Roads bridge which crosses the rivar 

at the eblf'flow, the river is some 300 yards 

wide. From thore it gradually narrows up­

stream being navi~able for 6 miles. Downstream 

it joins tha Bitou River to form a wide tidal 

lagoon. Both river and lagoon(! 500 acres 

water surface) afford plenty opportunit7 £or 

svimming, boating, fishing, 3to. 

Iu a survey of possible recreation acti~ities 

in 81 Forest Reserves,(l) it was found tbat 

tho Keurbooms River Reserve of£ered partici­

pation in 12 activities out of a total 0£ 14 

that ware listed. '?he 12 were swimming, fishing, 

boating, and under-vatar swimming all in fresh 

wa tar and sea water, i-ounta.inaering, va:ter­

skiing, walking and camping. The 81 reaer~es 

averaged 5.2 activities each, Keuibooms RiYer 

having tha highest number. 

Hartenbos, Great Brak and Little Brak Rivers, 

near Mossel Bay, all form lagoons behind closed 

sand bar mouths s.nd are used for local boatin& 

activities. 

(1) M.E. Jooste & J.D. Venters The Open-Air Potential 
of Certain Gover~ment Ground in the Republic of South 
Africa. 



6.4. The ?crests 

6.4.1. A review of the forests, their present production and 

potential, is important, because not only do they 

occupy a big proportion of the land in the study area, 

(see belov) but the state has now also accepted the con­

cept of multiple-use of the forest estate, as has been 

practised in many overseas countries. The state has 

actually already in the past applied this principle to 

s~me extent in that the forest-reserves were seen not 

only as having to be economically viable, but serving 

other ands as well. 

6.4.2. The achievement of independence overseas supplies, for 

instance, is important. When our indigenous forests 

were practically exhausted, the establishment of plant­

ations became urgent. Private enterprise invested 

largely in the wattle bark industry to establish the 

timber graving plantations. Today the man-made forests 

of South Africa meat 100 per cant of the requirements 

for wooden containers, poles, mining timber, fibre 

board, dissolving pulp and firewood,± 95% of structural 

timber, 35% of hardwood for furniture, 70% of paper and 

paperboard and 20% of plywood and veneers (l). 

6.4.3. Furthermore ~he establishment of plantations served as 

a means of employment to many people vho had no education 

to seekalternatives and whose livelihood vas lost vhen 

the natural fores"tsbeoame depleted and vere closed to 

(1) Minister of Forestry: Senate Motion No. 16/1968. 
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private felling, In fact the Department bas beeD 

criticised of subsidising. inefficiency in employing 

these white people. However it has been regarded as 

a non-recurring problem, the young people being forced 

out by oompulsory education. 

6.4.4. Another aspect of the Forest Reserves in the past have 

', J I 

I 
I I 

·t 
been to serve as veld fire control areas and conoomitantl7, ., 

' (• 

the conservation of ground water resources and wild life 

protection. As such for instance the mountain catchment 

areas have been preserved and the 10 or 12 elephants 

remaining in the forests are protected. 

A new facet has however recently been introduced when 

it was realised that the forests have considerable value 

as outdoor recreation areas. In the survey (l) of the 

open-air potential of Government ground in the Republic, 

01 areas were covered. Of these, only 11 did not fall 

under the Departn1ent of Forestr7. Some of these, like 

the area at Storms River has been set aside as Nature 

Reserves (see 6.5) while others, e.g. Keurbooma River, 

(see 5.5.}) are to be developed as Pleasure Resorts. 

These are being transferred from Forest Department 

authority to National Parks Board and Provincial Ad­

ministration respectively. However there are other 

forest areas which the Department will develop itself 

as recreation areas or nature reserves (see Forest 

Acta No. 72/1960.). 

(1) M.E. Jooste & J.D. Venters Op. Cit. 

,1 . .. 
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6.4.6. The Minister of Forestry has therefore announced a five­

year plan for the development of recreational facilities~)• 

R29,000 bas been set aside for the current ~ear and of 

this, RlOOO is to be spent in the George-K117sna area. 

6.4.7. The George-Knysna Forest Area is administered, together 

with the reserves in Humansdorp District, by the Chief 

Regional Forest Officer at Knysna. He is also responsible 

for State Saw Mills in the area and the State Land· in 

the Little Karroo where fire prevention and water con­

servation functions are fulfilled. 

The main forest reserves are1( 2) See Fig.24. 

Mossel Baza Ruitersboa1 

Georges Jonkersberg, Geelhoutboomberg, Saasveld, 

Kleinplaat, Bergplaas, Woodvillef 

Knyanaa Karatara, Goudveld, Buffelsnek, Gouna, 

Concordia, Deep Walls, Kaffirskop, Kruis­

fontein, Harkerville, Keurboome River and 

Bloukranss and 

Humansdorpa tottering, Storms River and Witelsbos. 

6.4.e The relevant data that follows are for this region (3). 

6.4.a.1 The main indigenous forests of the Republic 

cover only about 700,000 acres i.e. about 0.2% 

of the Republic's 471,445 sq. miles. In the 

Knysna region are soma 120,000 acres which 

Minister of Forestrya Senate Motion No. 16/1968. 
From Trigonometrical Survey Offices Topo-Cadastral Sheets. 
Compiled from information froma 

:

a:I Statistical Year Book 1966 - P• Jl7. 
Population Census 1960 Tables 1,6. 
South African Digest, Jan 6, 1967 - P• a,9,15. 
Regional Forest Office Knysna. 
Research & District Forest Officer, Indigenous Forests, 
George. 
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represent the largestoompaot area, i.e. 17% or 
the total of natural forest in the Republic. 

The others are either negligible, are already, 

or will be included in Bantu Homelands. There­

fore this area will be the only of its kind 

left in the rest of the Republic. A separate, 

forest district has recently been created for 

the intensive management of these forests. 

6.4.a.2 Furthermore there are some 2.3 million acres of 

man-made forests or "plantations" as·we.oall 

thew in South Africa. These largely OOlll!liS:t., 

' of conife~e ·rrom Europe and America and eucalyp-

tus and wattle from Australia. The Department 

of Forestry controls 550,000 acres, 132,000 

acres, i.e. 24%, being in the Knysna region. 

The growth in acreage and production is shown£ 

in the following table. 

TABLE 14 
PLANTATIONS IN KNYSNA REGION 

Year Area Planted Lopood Sold -
Acres Mil. Cu. Ft. 

Coniferous (1) 1959 104,000 6.2 
1968 112,000 7.0 

Broad Leaf (2) 
1959 14,000 0.54 
1960 20,000 o.66 

Indigenous (3) 1959 104,000 0.095 
1968 104,000 0.065 

132,000 acres is 4.6% and 104,000 is 3.6% ot the 

total area (4,461 sq. miles) of the tour districts 

mentioned. 

Mainly Pinus radiata, Pinus Pinaater, Pinus elliottii, Pinus toeda. 
Mainly Eucalyptus. 
Mainly1 Blackwood (an exotic intooduced into indigenous forests), 
Yellovvood, Stinkwood, Ironwood, Cape Beach, White Pear, Candl.vood, 
Hard Pear, 

;. 
·! 

.,t', 



In 1959 there were 2076 people emplo7ed and in 

1968, 2387 in the State Forests and Sav Mille. 

An estimated 3000 is employed by private enter­

prise. The sale of seedlings which are grown 

by the Department to encourage private affore­

station, has also decreased in these years from 

2,oa7,600 to 1,061,700. 

6.4.a.4 It must be noticed that the sale fmm indigenous 

forests is less than 1% of the total, it bas 

actually decreased but the area is nearly the 

same as that of the plantations. These forests 

were of course denuded by previous generations -

in 1913 there vere still 1196 registered foresters 

earning some living therefrom. Thereafter their 

numbers had to be gradually reduced by having a 

lottery system for felling trees. The polic7 is 

now "that certain indigenous forests should not 

onl1 be protected against destructive agencies, 

••• but should be managed according to sound· 

silvicultural principles with the purpose of 

obtaining from these forests ·l;htat beat financial 

returns on a continuous basis".(l) 

In view of the fact that the Minister had also 

quoted an authoritative estimate that if the 

whole of the suitable unforested 210,000 acres 

still held by the Department (12,000 acres in 

Knysna region) is planted, the annual timber 

yield will be 30 million cubic feet. But by 

(1) Minister of Forestry op. cit. 
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the turn of the century there will be a short-. 

age of 548 million cubic of roundwood in South 

Africa. In the light of this, and the present 

low production of the indigenous forests, their 

existence is threatened by the dema.nd for aoft­

vooda. And though the man-planted forests 

h~ve their own brand of beauty, compared to the 

beauty of terraced contours and orderly pla~ted 

crops of farmlands, it is to the natural forests 

that the visitor is attracted. The development 

of the recreational aspects of these forests may 

therefore be the strongest factor ensuring their 

praservation as such. 

6.4.9 Recreational Use of Forests 
(See Figure 25) 

6.4.9.1 Up to recently there were one or two Big Trees 

{Yellowwood - some 137 ft. high, 26 ft. in girth 

and estimated 2000 years old) and the "Garden 

of Eden" with marked trees that vere set tourist 

attractions. 

6.4.9.2 Under the nev polic7 however, extftnsive deYelop­

ment is taking place.(l) "In the last tvo 7ears 

the following initial work has been done in the 

Knysna Forest Distrioti 

"a) 10 picnic spots laid out - each has 2 - 6 

picnic units (a picnio unit consists of fire 

place, table vith benches, litter box, parking 

space) 1 - 2 latrines and, if no natui•al water 

(1) Reoearch ! District Forest OffiC$r. op. cit. 
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suppl7 ia available, with a vater tank." (The 

Department's "litter ·box" b7 the way is a. real 

example of the aesthetic touch• made of wood 

with a pitched roof, it could be the domain or 
the gnome that one expects to peep round the 

next tree when you enter these primev.a.l eeria 

forests.} 

"b) 4 scenic spots have been laid out, each 

with several benches, tables and litter boxes 

"c) 8 miles of major forest drives, 1 mile 

scenic drive and a large number of forest walks, 

cliff walks and mountain tootpatbs have been 

oonstruotad. 

11 d) 5 Big Trees have been opened up. 

"e) A major orientation board has been set up 

at everr picnic and scenic spct. 
I 

llf) Several thousands of indigenous trees at 

picnic and scenic spots and along forest walks 

have been labelled with national tree numbera 

for eaa7 identification." (The list supplied to 

visitors actua!ly includes more than 50 named 

species from the famous Stinkvood to Wild 

Pomegranate and Monkey Plum.} 

11 g) Abc,ut 60 signboards have been set up for 

the direction of visitors to the reore~tional 

facilities. 

"During this )'ear an additional 10 miles of forest 

drives are under construction. Along these roads, 

5 more picnic spots vith altogether 15 pionio 

units will be laid out. At VoodYille picnio 

spot about 1.5 miles nev forest valks will be 

constructed and an additional Big free vill be 

opened up there. The scenic spot at Brackenhill 

Falls will be improved by the construction of 

a cliff valk and the removal of exotic trees. 

"During the next two or three 7ears the develop-

. i 
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ment work vill extend into tha Tsitsikamma 

region,' where at least another 12 picnic and 

scenic spots will be laid out. 

"The Development of the Karatara - Farleigh 

areas aa forest recreation resort for coloured 

paople is under consideration. 

"Depending on available funds, it is also planned 

to develop in a more distant futu.re the Swart­

berg and ~aviaanskloof forest reserves by the 

construction of scenic drives and other re­

creation i'acilities." 

6.4.9.3 These facilities are being provided at no oharge 

to visitors and it is hoped t~ t the Department 

experiences the same satisfactory response from 

th~ p~Llic as has been found elsewhere. In New 

Z.:aland for instance the Chairman of the Nation­

al Pa!"ks Authority has stateda(l) "The tradition­

al Forest Servioa policy arising from earlier 

unfortunato experiences with damaging fires, of 

controlling public entry into State forests by 

parmits, oade satisfaction of these demands 

unduly cumbersome. It vas, therefore, decided 

not only to relax this requirement but also to 

take positive steps to improve facilities for 

visitors. Confidence in their responsible be­

haviour has not been misplaced." 

6.4.10 With regard to camping out, however, our Forest Depart­

~~-~'s policy, contrary to that overseas and in our own 

(1) National Parks Authority of New Sealand - letter from 
ChaiJNUa.n 20.6.1968. 
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National Parks, is to leave its provision to private 
outside the reserves. 

enterpriseJ An exception is the camping site at Groot 

River {Nature's Valley) where further extensions are 

planned. Control of the Keuirbooms River site is being 

passed to the Department of Nature Conservation and 

presumably the Herkerville, ~ottering sites (l) vill 

be treated sin::ilarly when these are ·ripe for developwent. 

N0w Zealand National Parks {2) "encourages the pr..)vision 

by private enterprise of commercial accommodation, of 

all grades, particularly by motel unite, transport 

facilities, tourist amenities such as ski tours, chair­

lifts, raataurants and shops, if it can be established 

that there ia a demand for such amenities 11 • Bo freehold 

is granted but sa tisftLo ·Lory leases are arranged for 

these to be provided in the forests. 

6. 4.11 In America the u.s. Department of Agricul turo 1nan&geii 

some 154 n~tional f~rests on 182 million acres. In 

these are 14 million acres of wilderness area, 100,000 

miles of trails and 194,000 miles of forest development 

roads for motor:1.sts. Campgrounds, hotels and lodges on 

national forest land are able to aoooilUAvdate more than 

350,000 overnight visitors at one time. A large part of 

their Department's work is to meet "the challenge of 

fitting man•s activities and needs harmonioual7 into bis 

total environmen~ •••• About half of the Department's 

staff works in some phase of conservation to preserve 

the scenic splendour of our mountaintops and our other 

M.E. Jooste & J.D. v~nter op.cit. 
National Parks Authority of New Zealand - letter from 
Chairman 24.4.1968. 
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natural resources while ·getting the most use from them. 

Those 50,000 U.S.D.A'ers are busy helping to develop 

our forests and wood &QurcesJ helping to develop water­

sheds and river basins, fish-stocked lakes and ponds for 

swimming and boating as well as storing waters helping 

to develop farms that besides growing crops, offer good 

hunting, fishing and other recreation".(l) 

6.5 National Parks and Provincial Nature Reserves 

6.5.1 Tsitsikamma 

(1) 

(2) 

6.5.1.1 There is one National Park - Tsitsikamma Forest 

and Coastal Park within the area. It reall7 

consists of two portions - the indigenous forest 

section near tha Paul Sauer Bridge (1200 aores) 

and the 35 mile stretob of coast stretching halt 

a t.dle into the sea. This is the onl7 park ot 

its kind in South Africa, the aim being to con­

serve the life in the sea and along the aoaat. 

Fishing is allowed, though bait may only be taken 

off b7 the Park Officials. Some authorities 

feel that tbare should be a stretch along South 

.Africa's 1600 miles of coast where nature is left 

completely undisturbed. This could no doubt 

still oome hare or elsewhere along the KD7sna 

coast. The Tsitsikamma vae onl7 proclaimed in 

1964, yet 1.n 1967 already the Forest Park had 

44,226 visitors and the Coastal Park 22,898 

vieitore.( 2 ) 

Orville L. Freemana Secretary of Agriculture in"Outdoors U.S.A." 
1967 9 in Foreword. 
National Parks Board of ·Trustees• letter May 3, 1968. 
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Of all the National Parkst this nu11ber is 

exoeeded only at the Kruger National Park. 

6.5.2 Goukamma (including Groonvlei} 

6.5.2.1 Goukamma is the largest Nature Reserve (!5,000 

acres) administered by the Provincial Depart­

ment of Nature Conservation in this area. ·1t 

is eotablinhed on gruund largely reclaimed from 

driftsand by the Forest Department. Groenvlei 

is within this reserve and the dark waters of 

the Goukamma River ente~s the sea within its 

bounds too. Access is provided by the tarred 

road to Buffels Bay, a holiday resort on Division• 

lake ~here motorboats have been prohibited and 

a campint;;· si to is being established between the 

road and the river. 25 Caravan sites and 6 

bungalows arc to be provided during the 1irst 

stage and this number oan be trebled later. 

A footbridge from here leada to the largeat 

part of the reserve on the veat of the river. 

Here larg~. tracts of Rooikrana, f'ormerl7 planted· 

to stabilise the sand, are now being cleared and 

replaced by indigenous trees, primarily berr7 

producing species, attractive to birds. "The 

Reserve, particularly the GroenYlei ~ea, has a 

rich and varied avifauna and every effort is 

being made to improve the habitat for the birds!1) 

(1) Departm~nt of Nature Conservation Report No. 21-1964 - P• 56. 
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Mute Swans bave·been released here in 1963 and 

have already established themselves though they 

are threatened by otters. :Bushbuck, Gryebuck 

and Bluebuck are found in the reserve. 

6.5.3 Keurbooms River 

6.5.3.1 The pos~ibilities at Keurbooma River bas already 

been mentioned. Here the Provincial Authorities 

are planning a Pleasure Resort with bathing, 

boating and water-ski faoilities. With its 

picturesque setting between the 500 ft. high 

hills dropping straight down to the water and 

covered with verdnnt bu~h, one can vieualiae the 

attraction it will be to overseas visitors to 

be taken up by launch and view the cac,pers • 

colourful tents and rondavels along the bank of 

the river. 

6.5.4 Robberg 

(1) 

6.5.4.1 Robbcrg is quite different. Here the rugged 

rock formations are unique and exposed due to 

a much lover rainfall. The whole peninsula is 

a reserve under control of the Divisional 

Council of Knysna who has appointed a raJ18er to 

ensure that baiting regulations are entoroed. 

"The Peninsula is remarkable on account of the 

diversity of animal habitats contained in so 

small an area ••• the rich inter-tidal life 

provides food for a variety of birds." (1) 

Dep~rtment of Nature Conservation Report No. 22 - 1965, P• }6 • 
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This is a popular place for fishermen and tvo 

fishermen's huts, accommodating approximatel7 

8 each, are in the reserve. Otherwise the . 

reserve o~n be regarded as a Wilderness Area 

with only footpaths leading to the fishing spots. 

Archaeologists have alread7 investigated the 

caves believed to have been inhabited by former· 

strandlopera. Bones of a 10 year old obild of 

an estimated 2,600 years ago have been found. 

6.5~5 Ebb&Flow Reserve 

6.5.5.1 At Ebb and Flow Reserve the George Divisional 

Council io again providing facilities for 

visitors. The popularity has grown rapidly. 

In 1964, vhen the first 10 rondavels vere built 

complete vith electric light and ssnitation, up 

to 300 visitors per day were recorded. In 1967 

five more rondavels had to be added as the number 

of overnight visitors in rondavels and camping, 

had alread7 risen to 600 on oooasions. (l) 

6.5.5.2 The Knyena Loerie and a large Yariet7 or other 

wild birds oan be. seen here and boating ia Yer¥ 

popular. 

6.6. Warmbad 1 Calitzdorp 

6.6.1 Thie resort has been established b7 the Divisional 

Council on the right reserYed b7 the old grants "'l'hat 

from this Grant be reserved for the uae of the public 

the hot springs together with six morgen ot land sur-

(1) Dept. of Nature Conservation Reports 1964-1966. 
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rounding the same for the accommodation of such persona 

who shall make use of the said spring~ in order to 

pitch tents or keep their vaggons there " •••• 

6.6.1.1 The present facilities have gradually accrued, 

starting vith original huts of reed and thatch 

which were sometimes swept away by the floodwaters, 

the spring being in the flood plain of the 011-

fante River. With more and more intensive up­

stream cultivation and Kamanassie and Stampdritt 

storage schemes, the likelihood of this happening 

again, is considerably reduced. 

6.6.1.2 There are now 36 bungalow-huts erected by private 

owners and a cement swimming-pool has been made 

by the Council. The facilities were accepted 

by past generations but better accommodation, 

bath and toilet arrangements are nov desired 

although many of the present visitors ha•e ex­

pressed the vish that improyements should ba 

kept to a minimum as this is atill one resort 

vhere lover income people can go. Many go here 

for health reasons. 

6.6.1.3 The qualities of the water h&Ye been anal7aed 

and an extract from this is enclosed with a 

report to the DiYisional Council as to the 

development possibilities of the sprins.(l) 

The sprins deliYers 144,500 gallons per day at 

a temperature of 122 - 124°F and except for the 

M.C.T. Schultz "Voorgeetelde Ontwikkeling van Warmvater­
fontein ta Warmbad". Unpublished Report to Di•iaional 
Council, Calitzdorp. 
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former bot spring at Swartkope (Port ~lizabeth) 

(130°F) it is the hottest source of ferrous 

waters in the Cape Province. 

6.6.1.4 The Divisional Council is now embarking on a 

6.7 Cango Caves 

scheme to develop the resort in conjunction with 

a nature reserve on the Karroo hills next to it. 

This is to be subsidised by the Provincial 

Council. 

st~~otly speaking 
6.7.1 The Caves, thoug}f not one of the outdoor recreation 

faoilities, certainly requires active recreation, walking, 

climbing and sliding to enjoy all its chambers, chimne7e, 

etc. and is definitely part of the outdoor recreation 

complex in the way it is linked vith tourism, camping 

and the necessary drive to get there. 

6.7.1.1 The Caves were discovered in 1780 but it is only 

during this century that they are being developed· 

h 
1, 

,, 

! ,, 

I 
:I 

by the Oudtshoorn Runioipality as a tourist :;: 

RecenU7 ezpenditue to the t1IDe •. or .. ·.. iji: attraction. 

R400,000 has bean incurred to proYide modern. 

tourist faoilities. The tourist numbers ha•e 

already be~n mentioned and acti~e steps are being 
taken to popularise 1 t · eYen more. 'l'he holdfni, .. , .... 

of a big cultural festival in its Van Z7l•a 

Chamber which can seat 2,500 people during the 

1972 Republic foetival is mooted. An invitation 

is also to be extended for the next International 

Speleaological Conference to be held here. 
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6.7.1.2 The history, geology, mineralogy, meteorology 

and animal life of the Caves have been desoribed 

by a South African team who made extensive in­

vestigations there.Cl) Contrary to the general 

belief of visitors that the Caves vere eroded by 

an underground stream "caverns of this type are 

more usually the result oft.ho phreatic waters 

filling parwanently all the rook-epaoae beneQth 

the vater-table and moving through tho roo~-boat 

only vith extreme slowness". (2) 

Swa.rtberg Mountain Proposed Reserve 

6.a.1 The Oudtshoorn and Prince Albert Divisional Councils 

are embarking on a joint scheme to transform some 170,000 

acres of the forest reserve on the Swartberg into a nature 

reserve. This will stretch from.the Swartberg Pass to 

Meiringspoort in the east. 

6.B.1.1 It will be unique in mall1' respects, for South 

Africa at least, in that a large part of it is 

sometimes snow-coyered in winter. With artificial 

aupentation, it should ~e possible to have anov­

akiing here for some da7a in winter. Mountain- C 

eering will of course be a great attraction, 

wildlife will ,e encouraged and the well-known 

Gamkaskloof (alias Die Bel) is reached by a pre­

cipitous. road from the top of the mountain. Thia 

road, which has onl1 recently been constructed, 

is the first vehicular aooess to the communit7 

living in isolation here. 

"CalltIO Cavesn - Members of the South African Speleaological Ass. 
L.c. King. ibid p. 43. 
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The Swartberg Pass is 5500 ft. above sea level 

(Oudtshoorn ! 1000 ft.) with the peaks 6000-

7000 ft. and,having an average rain.fall of more 

than 30" a year, a completely different climate 
hJ?re 

to the surrounding Karroo existr,'. 'With the height, 

this may very well prove to be a healthy climate 

for certain ailments during some parts of the 

year. One also thinks of the possibility of a 

Mountain Research Station comparable with the 

Rook1 Mountain lliologioa.l Laboratory which has 

become the summer house for thousands of students 

and teachers. It vae established by .the fore-

sight of Dr. Johnson vho "was oonvinoed that the 

Nation should have a special place of beauty for 

high altitude field trips and study". (l} 

In the Open-Air Study previously mentioned, the 

oonolusion was reached that this can be "con­

sidered as a •Wilderness Area• in vhioh man•s 

abilities are measured against the ruggedness ot 

the environment, should .lie desire to enter it".(2) 

However~ there are alread~ roads along the 

so that it is no longer •Wilderness• in the in­

acoeseible senee. 

The stretch cf Langeberg Mountain from Svellendam 

to Robinson Pass is now being inyeatigated ae a 

possible Wilderness Area.instead. 

Outdoors U.S.A. op. oit p. 296 
M.E. Jooste & J.D. Venter. op. cit P• 204. 
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Wildlife 

6.9.1 The animal, bird and fishlife baa been partly mentioned 

in connection vith the lakes, Nature Reserves etc. 

6.9.1.1 Since it is knovn that in former times the area 

teemed with wildlife auoh as elephant, buffalo, 

hartebeest and beautiful birds, the possibility 

was investigated in the beginning of this atud7 

of establishing a big game reserve here. In 

the 1860•s it is said that 6000 buffalo roamed 

around Knysn.a. In 1885 the buffalo herds were 

extinguished and about 400 to 500 elephants 

re~ained.(l) By 50 years ago they were reduced 

to about a dozen. Is it not feasible to re-

establish them here? 

Consultation with officials revealed that recent 

studies have been made and a s7111posium organized 

by the Wildlife Protection and Conservation 

Society to discuss plans for the conservation of 

the Knysna elephants. From these studies (
2

) an4 

subsequent correspondence vitb the Reaearcb &114 

Diatrict Poreat Officer, In41ganoue •or••t•, 

the following oonol~eiona baTa been raaob•4• 
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'rbe number sur<ived onl;r because tbe;r adopted tbe ;rn~ -
abnormal habit of hiding in the forests. 131g :i·i•'di'i 

',,t111 
I . l,~t1 

game normally do not live in the dense fores ta• '. '.'!; 
if! Apparently there are enormous quanti tie& of small . , .. 

game - in the absence of leopards - and they 

w. Tapoona Timber and Tides r th 
A Short Survav of the Elephant Population o e 

B.G. Kinlooh1 ~ 1960 
Unpublished Report on Survey Feb. • Knysna. Forests. 



destroy a lot of seedlings of valuable tree 

species. Yet due to the dense growth one 

seldom sees tberu when travelling along the 

roads. 

117. 

It has been suggested that the elephants should 

be encamped to enable tourists to see them and 

aleo to stop the nuisance value they have to 

people living next to the 200 sq. miles natural 

forest where they are nov roaming. However it 

is estimated that an 8 mile perimeter fenoe 

would cost not less than Rl50,000. The small 

area of 2 square miles thus enclosed would Aot 

produce enough vegetation for the herd~ feed, 

an elephant consuming up to 400 lbs. of vegetable 

matter a day. Feeding costs would therefore be 

considerable and the encampment scheme seems 

unrealistic. 

It is also considered that there is no available 

evidence to support the notion that the ~sna 

elephants are a giant sub-species, bigger than 

any found elsewhere in Atrioa. The elephants 

wander around not as a herd, but in group• of 

3 or 4. One lone bull, known as "Attand", 

wanders on bis own and is terrorising the forest 

labourers. B.V. Morton says he heard at Oudt­

shoorn several stories of fatal attacks by 

ostriches "but the Knysna elephants do not 

apparently kill people, or if they do, it is 

kept ver1 darkf instead they appear suddenly 
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and terrify them out of their wits". (l) 

The conolusion reached seemed to indicate that 

the elephants are best left alone - their ver7 

presence in a free state intbe forests being 

worth more, i.e. to brtng home the immensity 
I 

of these forosts than they would be if encamped. '1' 

The Department of Forestry and private adjoining 

timber firms allow the elephants in their forests 

but take no responsibility for damage done b7 

elephants - they regard them merely as protected 

game (protected by Sect. 16 (b) of the Forest 

Act No. 13 of 1964). 

6.9.2 Other Wildlife 

(1) 
(2) 

The forests contain apart from elephants, bush­

buck, duiker, busbpig, vervet monke7a, baboons 

and a variety of birds (including the Knysna 

Lourie). Under the new Nature Conservation 

Ordinanoe, it is now possible for landowners 

to have private game reserves. A start has 

already been made in this direotion near Sedge­

field and it may very well be that the best w&7 
is 

of handling game in this area/in such private 

game farms. It is for instance nov possible 

in some parts of South Atrica with game £arming, 

to produce more per unit of land than with 

domestic aniruals< 2i And what is of more re­

creational value, is to allow hunting on the farm.' 

H.V. Mortona In Search of South Afrioa p. 124 
Farmer's Weekly, ~arch 20, 1966. 
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In parts of the United States, 20 dollars 

per day is paid by a hunter to the farmer for 

this priviledge. In othe!" i)a:i.-ts, bow-hunting, 

where odds favour th1:t quarry, is gaining in 

popularity. 

6.9.3 The same applies to fish-farming. In the U.S.A. it has 

been found praotioable on small farms unsuitable for· 

other uses. On a 20 acre farm run by one man with extra 

help at harvest time, with a capital outlay of ¢16,500 

and annual oost of ¢5,80~ a yield of 31,000 lbs. catfish 

with a gross turnover of ¢10,850, was obtained.Cl) 

6.9.4 Or of course tho whole farm is run as a recreational 

enterprise, or "dude-ranch". ,he U.S.A. Department of 

Agriculture is arranging paid visits by towns~en to farms. 

"The awakening of communities and individuals to the 

potential of income-producing outdoor enterprises, all 

have combined to undersoora fun on the range for eYery­

cne." ( 2) Visitors partake, if tb.ey viah, in a.ct1Yit1•• 

of milking, horseback-riding, hunting, hiking, boating 

and fishing. 

Outdoors U.S.A. 
Outdoors U.S.A.. 

op. cit. 
op. cit. 

p-. 188. 
p. 286. 
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7. RECBEATI0N1 RESOURCE 1 USE AND STANDARDS. 

7.1. Swimming 

i. l 
1--

_J_ ·-· 

7.1.1 :Beaches 

The crisp, white sand and rolling breakers provide beaches, 

which here as elsewhere, are the pivot of visitor attrac-

tion. 1 1 

7.1.1.1 All those mentioned in 6.1.2.7 are Mossel Bays 

22 mil.as, Georges 21 and Knysnaa 25, i.e. a 

total of 68 miles. If half of this is taken as 

suitable, the three districts vill provide 34 

miles suitable for bathing beach development. 

In California it is considered that 11 a typical 

summer day, 10 effaotive feet of shoreline can 

be used by 60 persons using a turnover rate of 3 

per day".(l) One effective foot is defined as 

one lineal foot of ehoro with 100 ft. wide band 

'1 

. I i . f-! 
i( .. 

1 ! ' I, 

;,( j ~ 
'i't ~ 
'j, ·1' 
'I , ,; ;, - . 

. .ii 
·t;,, J 

(tr I 1·•-~ 
l I t,i 1 

,,L ·• 
of va.ter suitable for swimming, 200 ft. beach · ¥·\ I 
for sunbathing etc. , a rurther 100 rt. of u ti li tie/. J' ! 

' g J 
and an adcU tional 265 ft. for parking where all ·;· !/ J 

.J. ,l 2 
attendances are by car. .:/ft;: l' 

fr;·~,: : :.
1 

In the Greek tourist study, it vas found that 

"A maximum of about 50% of the tourists in a 

region are likely to use the beaches on a peak 

summer da7 11 (
2). Combining tbia with the Cali-

forr.ia standard (Greek standards relating to 

square meters of awall beaches are not applicable 

to long stretches) it is found that l mile of 

effective shoreline could cope with 6,350 tourists 

California Public Outdoor Recreation Plan 
Piperoglou op. cit. p. 174. 

op. oit. P• 47• 
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'in tha area.(• 60 1 ~ x 2) 34 miles of beach 

would therefore be sufficient for 216,000 tourists 

or at an 11 optinm1.i1 du..:i.ly utilization capacity"(l) 

a i:.1aximuw cf 430,000 tourists. 

'7.1.l.4 Of course in this area., aEi elsewhere, swimmers 

congregato at the select spots and thou~h no 

exact. local measurements are available, it has 

been observed for instance that the more than 

10,000 visitors at Uartenbos, only use about 400 

yards of bench. 

Lakes 

The l&kes,l&goons and rivers have many miles of suitable 

awin:.14it1B· fI·or1t whiah are beootiling more and 1110re popular 

espec~ally for toddlers. llowover the numbers hare vould 

be small co1apared with the beaches. It is howoTer due to 

increase as boating becomes more popular. 

Surfing is a.lso becoming popular and ourfers find excelle-nt 

waves especially in bays ae Buffalo and Plettenberg Bay. 

At the Poort, Mossel 13c.y there is a unique natural swimming 

pool between the rocks, continuously washed by the waves 

spilling over at one end. Small beach pools have also been· 

built at Herolda ~&y and Knysna.. 

In the Karroo where the sea is not so accessible, swimming­

pools are important. Oudtshoorn alread7 has one olympio 

size pool, one other public swimming-pool and two further 

pools at institutions. Calitzdorp bas one Municipal pool 

and a warm water pool at Warmbad. At the oamping sites, 

n~ar .the Caves, pools are planned for Whites and non-Whites. ------(1) Piparoglou op. cit p. 174. 
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7.2. Fishing 

7.2.1 Fishermen often come to the beaches in the evening after 
' 

the bathers have left, but their main haunts would be the i ll 
rocks. 

7.2.1.2 

i. l· :,; 

Probably half of the 40 mile rocky coast would be 
q 

I 1. 
1

! f' .1 -~ 

I ' i ! --
f ,, '•, C 

I, f
1! 

r_'._:l_:-t I . 
I. I 
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ti . I ._, 

suitable for this too but of course the fishermen 

have their favourite spots. In the Mossel Bay 

district some are (see Fig. 24) 1 

1. Kanon, 2. Vleesbaai, ,. Blind River, 4, The 

Poort, Tunnel Cave, Groot Kloof, Platboa etc. 
''.tr 

and 5. Harten boa, Deep-sea fishing is very popular n L, . 

at Mossel Bq and the reoord blue marlin of 720 lba ,'.'!·I 
was caught here in 1955. : 'ti-·'. 

,; 1(1 \ 

In George well-known fishing spots are at 6. Klein- 1°,ii'.:, f 
. :-:1; f': 

brak, 7. Great l!rak, a. Glentana (1} miles of rooks \/;::j ,i , 

with in teraperood beaches) , 9. Herold a Ila7, 10. {i,f:, 1 , 

Viotoria Bq, 11. Leentjieaklip (Wilderneas) and J~j 
Flat Rook, and 12. Gericke Point (Svartvlei). :Jl!'.i · 
Knvsna has 13. Sedgefield, 14. Buffalo l3a7, 15. i!'I r.; ~ 
- 1n:1: _ 

Brenton-on-Sea, 16. The Heads, 17. loetsie, 18. !'!1 11,d 
BarkerYille, 19. Robbe~erg, 20. Plettenberg !&J', 

21, Keurboomatrand, 22. Nature's Valle7, 23. 

Storms River, is in the diatriot of Humanadorp. 

Fish caught at all or most of these places are 

.1: 1·t1:. \!/ r, . 
.,1111,,i;t 1f ' 

i/11; I! _­lit,, . 
~ l ,f ,f ! 
·1)1 j ' 

li:::1,· : 1 
-·, ;,\. 1 i\ r: ,·· ~; 
11' I,: 1,t 

:,,'I j 
Iii. 1 , 
Ii rl ,t 
'!' 1 I 

I;; 1/1 ,. 

Mussel cracker, White and Red Steenbraa, KabelJou, , · 

'J 
7', 

Elf Garrick (Leervia), Galjoen, Hotnot, Red Roman 

and Blacktail. 

! '' .ii 
: ··::r 

' 

Spear-fishing is becoming increaeingl7 popular 

in the bays where the water is clear. 



7.2.2 Lake fishini is important in the area between George and 

Knyana. 

7.2.2.1 Black Baas and Blue Gill are caught at Groenvlei. 

Leervis and Kabeljou give good sport in Swartvle6 

from boats. The possibilit7 of fish farming on 

Rondevlei has been mentioned. In KJ1¥sna Lagoon. 

where Garrick and Elf are mainly taken, the 

following catches have been recorded by a tisher­

man(l), 

1953• January 15 outingas 148 lbs. 

February 17 outingsa239t lbs. 
March 13 outinges l89i lbs. 

and annual averages lli lbs per outing. 

19541 January 10 outingss 172 lbs. 
February 10 outings, 151 lbs. 
March 11 outings, 158 lbs. 

and annual average 17.9 lbs. per outing. 

Another fisherman made 110 outings in 1965 (great­

er. number of outings made during winter) in which 

he caught 560 fish at an average of 14.4 lbs. per 

outing. 

7.2.2.2 Angling Club memberships are given to be approxi­

matel71 KJ1¥ana 300, TsitaikalBlla 300, George 100, 

Plettenberg Bay 100 and Humansdorp 100. and the 

average catch as 1 lb. per man per day.( 2) (From 

this average and the figures given above. it ia 

of course clear that not all angling club members 

are keen fishermen!) 

i 
, I 

', 
I 

Knysna Angling Club Hon. Secretary in "Tight Lines" - Dec. •67. · . · .. : 
Knysna. Angling Club Hon. Secretary - letter Aug. 2, 1968. ! ' '' ·: 
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(1) 

J 

1.2.2.3 A "threat" to angling is the net fishing by 

commercial concerns. This will have to be clear-
1.: 

j 

ly investigated from the point of view of benefit 1 

to the region. If such net fishing depletes the 

stock of fish for anglers, and shortens or cancels 

their viai t, it is a loss to this area. One nettinfJJ ,, i 
I; 

fish can supply a lot of recreation to many anglers 

and as such is of more benefit. 

Boating and Yachting 

7. 3.1 _The Lakes and La~oona provide the fol loving areas of water a 

7.3.2 

Knysna 4000 acres 

Grofitnvlei . 900 

Swartvlei 2900 

Rondevlei 350 .. 
Langvlei 550 
Island Lake }50 

Keurbooms 500 

Total .9550 

The rivers would add approximately a further 1000 a.ores 

giving a total of say 11,000 acres. If all of these were 

used at the standard or 5 aorea for 2000 people, the7 

would suffice for a population of 4 millionl (using 

standards or Carbon Countr7)(l) 

7.3.2.1 That is ot course tor an ordinar7 resident popu­

lation. Considering the series of lakes to be one 

. of the main resources attracting people here, a 

completel7 different standard will appl7. It is 

proved b7 the fact that there are alread7 ma117 

conflicting demands on the lakes and- control has 

to be applied. Visitor participation can only 

USA Dept. of the !nteriora. "Outdoor Recreation Space Standards"- p.24. 
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be determined by a local demand survey aa the 

eame water resource importance is not evidenced 

elsewhere. Yachting is very popular here. It 

is no coincidence that the world-winner, the 

Voortrekker, was built in Knysna. The ICn¥sna 

Yacht Club has 187 active members. Empirical 

standards have evolved and the Secretary here 

supplies the following information (approximates)a 

Knysna Lagoon oan accommodate 200 yachts, Groen-

vlei 100 and Swartvlei 150. The Kn,"sna Estuary 

is ideally sheltered from the severe winds and 

vlei is also very sheltered while Svartvlei is 

more exposed. The weather is considered to be 

suitable tor sailing 5 days out or seyen during 

the normal sailing season from October to March. 

During the other months there is no regular sail­

ing, though there is no reason why thsre should 

not be. 

7.3.3 The problem with boating and yaohting ia or course the 

increasing popularity of power-boating and water-skiing. 

These users are considered inimical to yachting, angling 

and Ter7 dangerous to swimmers. For this reason, separate 

areas have to be proclaimed when the different users clash. 

The Provincial Administration is considering applying this 

principal to the· Swartvlei-Wilderneaa lake system. At 

Groenvlei, speed-boating has already been pro•ibited aa it 

has been f~und to be disturbing to the nature conserTation 

aspect and breed of fish. 
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1.,.3.1 Speed-boaters, like surf-riders, are a gr~•arioua 

group and opportunities should be proTided tor 

them, where the prime purpose is not conserTation 

or nature and its enjo7ment b7 ll&D. The best 

places on the lakes and la&oons where spead-boatins 

can be allowed without interference, must be 

marked out. 

7.3.3.2 Kn7sna Municipalit7 is also considering the 

application of regulations for the control of 

boating on the lagoon. The draft regulations 

cover such aspects ao safety lights at night 

(night fishing ~eing Yer7 popular on the quiet 

waters of the Lagoon), rights of way, overtaking, 

meeting, crossing, aqua-planing, 4ireotion ot 

oirouits, eto.(l) 

7.3.,.4 The bays have not been included in the surtaoe 

waters listed above though considerable boating 

and yachting is alread7 taking plaoe there. 

Mossel Bay in particular has earned a reputation 

tor yachting and a buaineaa oonoern ia interested 

in spending a quarter aillion rand to build a 

modern yacht basin in the bay where the Portugeae 

first aet toot on South African soil. 

7.3.5 A futuristic, spaoe-age aspect is entering the lakes 

scene - hovercraft are to be built and tested at K117ena. 

Whether this added "tourist-attraction" or being able to 

skim across the lakes, will add to the total benefit, 

will have to be closely watched. Fortunatel7, it appears 

(1) Knysna Munioipalit7 Draft Regulations. 
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that the forests will not allow invasion by these I I'.: 
"creatures."; 

Another development on the lagoon, that the restful-atmoa-

there minded are apprehensive about, is the proposed 

development by a Johannesburg company, which has success­

fully converted mine-durnps into a flat-township, of Rex 

Island (ali~a Little Venice) from the low-tide marshes. 

It ia proposed to dreugc these to give marina-like fronts 

to about 400 building plots which will also have access to 

roads linked by bridges. Artifici~l beaches with arti­

ficial wave-making machinery are being visualised. Govern­

ment heads have already intimated approval of the soheme. 

It is not known however if the Hydraulics Research Labor-. 

atory of the CSIR has tested it. This aspect is of course 

important. 

Sight-Seeing 

7.4.1. !he scenio attractions of this area are multiple and 

eloquently described in many tourist publications and 

travel books. 

7.4.1.1 A fev well-known inland scenic attractions are 

shown in Fig.24 • 

1. Seven Weeks Poort 

2. Cango Caves 

3. Rust en.Vrede Waterfall 

4. Meiringapoort Waterfall. 

Practically the whole coastal area can be regarded 

as scenically attractive. 

7.4.1.2 It ia no longer as hazardous to get to places as 

Tbompson found the road to "Kayman•a-Gat" to bes 
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"the banks on either side descend with an abrupt­

ness almost perpendioular for 300 feets and 

altogether with its grim precipitous environs, 

shaded with gloomy woods, and its black stygian 

i ,rr ~ 
\ ~ · t I . 

I, 
1,, '. I 

;i I 
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waters, winding deep below, it seemed to me one 
'\ (l) 

.f 
I 
i 

of the moat frightful-looking spots I ever beheld~' 

The road through to Humansdorp was only opened near 

the end of the last century. More recently, in 

my own youth, part of the yearly expedition to 

th~ beach cottage was to cut away the trees and 

fill in the dongas washed in the road leading to 

it. Now tarred roads are being constructed to· 

beach resorts. The Knysna Divisional Council 

has just decided to borrow a further Rl50,000 for 

tarring roads I.a Brenton on lakes. Other beaches· 

already have tarred access roads. 

7.4.1.3 Altog~ther there are already more than 400 miles 

of tarred roads in the six districts of this 

study area. This is nearly 4% of the length or 
tarred roads in the Republ!c, and praotioall7 all 

of it, plus maD7 miles of graTel roads, qualif7 

for the s.A. Development Atlas classification o! 

"scenic routes". ( 2) 

7.4.1.4 Whether nev freeways are to qualify as well, is 

an aspect of planning very relevant to this area 

and re~uiring urgent attention. A new freev&7 is 

planned which will skirt many of the lakes. Ia 

this going to add to the sum of enjoyment oppor• 

(1) G. Thompson, "Travels & Adventures in Southern Africa." 
P• 5. 

(2) Dept. of Planning - Development ATlas Map 2.5 Govern­
ment Printer 1968. 
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tunitiea, or is it just another tbroughway for 

the hurried traveller who wants to notch up 

another area that he had done? The concept of 

aesthetically pleasant roads, mentioned in 

paragraph 2.2.2.2 must persistently be applied 

1 
) 
I 
l 

·I 

I· , 

It has been found that the. tradi tion•j' 1 f 
~; 

in this area. 

al plan of straight lines between location oon-

trols connected by circular curves, are foreign 

to the landscape (A). If "following curves with 

short tingents or spirals are used, we can fit 

the road into the landscape 11 .(
2) (B}. 

(B) 

7.4.~.5. Present Traffic density on roads an_d "road· sta.'tu··s 
is shown in Fig. 21. 

Camping, Caravaning, Hiking and Mountaineering. 

7.5.1 ,There is without doubt, no other area in South Africa as 

id~al for these pursuits. In "Caravaning in South Africa" 

by Oliver Knaggs, 8 out of 16 scenic spots are from the 

" 
South Cape Area. Jose Burman in "Gone Camping" has 6 out 

of 16 pictures from here. This area has 5.8% of the 

number of caravan parks and 10.9% of .the number of stands 

in parks in South Africa.(3) 

7.5.2 For the caravaner who wants to be on the move and taste 

different waters, there are 30 camps in the 150 miles 

(2) Myles R. Howlett& "Roads that fit our Environment" Outdoors USA 
p. 222 

(3) From data in "Caravan Park Guide" by Shell Company. 
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between Gouritz River and Taitisikamma, whereas those 

that prefer to stay put, have plenty to do at all these 

places. The rapid growth in camping and caravaning that 

has been axperienced elsewhere {e.g. America where an 

estimated 40 million vent camping last year) is also 

evidenced in South Africa where it is claimed that 2,000 

caravans are oold par 7ear. South Africa must have a 

large percentage of "the individualistic types who want 

to travel and atop for as long as they like anywhere at 

anytillle". (1) 

7.5.3 Camping for groups is very popular in this area. Veld and 

Vlei Adventure School for instance, hold two camps at 

Sedgefield every year. Thia is one of three camps in the 

country, at aaoh of which 72 young ~eople are taken ~ta 

time for three weeks. "The course consists of Physical 

Training, Map Reading,,Mountaineering, Sailing, First Aid, 

Rescue Work, Commando Training, all with the object or 

building character•••• The Knysna area is very suitable 

for all types of training such as above as it has mountains, 

lakes, forests and muoh open and difficult country to 

traverse." ( 2 ) Schools and Varsities and other bodies 

have Christian You~b Camps also at Sedgefield at regular· 

intervals. 

To date, the Land Service Movement which.has camps of 300 

to 400, has not moved in here but it is only a matter of 

time - and staff. Through lack of organizers, they now 

only have 3% as against the desirable 10% of possible 

(1) Cape Argus, April 20, 1968 - p. 42. 
(2) Veld & Vlei Committee Knyena - letter August 27, 1968. 
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youth members. Their aim of developing leadership, 

responsibility, love of the land and the soil can ideall7 

be cultivated here. 

7.5.5 For the more rugged vacationer who prefers the romantic 

mountain ~orld in the interior, or the unbeaten trail 

along the coast, there is scope too. The mountaineers 

prefer the small grc~~s - and sometimes there is no room 

for mores the usoent of Toverkop (7,225 ft.) (No •. 1 on 

Fig. 24) has been a challenge to mountaineers since Gustav 

Nefdt, a young farmer from the Ladismith district, first 

clillibed its 500 rt. vertical cliffs in 1885. It is re­

cognised as one of the prime mountaineering feats of this 

countr7. His route has never been used since, though the 

peak has again been ascended, and till this day is a strong 

challenge since in contrast to other peaks in South Africa, 

it has no alternative to a rock face aacent.(l) However, 

parties have to be small. At the overnight stop, the 

cavem.s a waterdrip only sufficient for 4 or 5 campers. 

Members of the Cape Town Mountain Club (which has approxi­

mately half of the ~,000 club members of S.A.) frequentl7 

go for other climbs in the mountains of the South Cape -

particulariy the Svartberg between Toverkop and Seven 

Weeks Poort (No. 3). There are prominent high peaks, 

beautiful vegetation and little or no penetration by bakea. 

Hake& has already infested the mountain ranges along the 

coast. Apparently hare they grow into impenetrable forests 

of 20 ft. trees. In Australia, where they originate, their 

(1) M. Versfeld and W.A. de Klerka Die Berge van die Boland. 
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natural enemi~s keep them down to single plants 0,, or 

4 feet. This is a ser~ous hazard to our vildernoau1 ar• 4 • 

which requires urgent action. 

7.5.7 Other peaks in the area, that are favourite climbs area 

(See Fig.24) 4. Ossenberg, 5. Spitzkop, 6. Ka~a.nassieberg, 

7. Buffolsbarg, 8. Ma.nnutjiesberg, 9. Jonkersberg and 10. 

Cradockberg. Formosa Peak (12) is impressive from the 

south but readily accessible from the north. 

7.5.a There are favourite hiking routes in the area. The Berg­

en-Toer-Klub of Stellenbosch has regular hiking trips 

through this a.rea. and they are the most popular of all 
(1) ' 

long hikes undertaken by this club. Parties generally 

number about one hundred students who are taken by bus 

to t.ha starti11g point. From t.hore the programme is a 

daily hike of 10 to 20 miles, preferably not along main 

roads. Every night is at a new stop to which lorries oa.n 

transport food and bedding - sleeping is out in the open 

though. 

7.5.9 The tours are along a variet7 of routos. Once every four 

yeara, in April or September a tour is arranged from 

George through K117sna, the Big Forest and Prince Alfreda 

Pass. Once every tvo years in summer a beach hike takes 

plaoe. This is either from Glentana to Gouritz River or 

Victoria Bay to Keurbooms River, hugging paths along the 

top of the cliffs where possible when the coast becomes 

impassable. Onoe every six years an inland tour is 

organised from Gamkaakloof to Cange Caves, then by bu$ to 
• 

liuit~rbos from where the hike is continued to Herbertsdale 

(1) Intoraation b7 Dr. B Muller, Stellenbosch, who organizes tours 
for Berg-en-Toer Klub. 

' ' ,< 

,\. 
'i ,1; 
., 



and Riversdale. A new long week-end, cliff-scanning 

hika from Buffels Buy to Noetzie has recently been 

develop~d. A ·treroendous amount of sea-bird life is 

encountered here. Swimming and boating is of course 

popular where possible at overnight stops. 

7.6 Visits to Places of Scientific, Historic or Cultural Interest. 

(1) 

The Commission f,,r the Prest-.1:vation of Natural and Historical 

No.numcnta, Relics and Antiques has proclaimed a number of monu-

ments in this area (1) 

7.6.1 Proclaimed Historical Monuments 

Mossel Baya Post Office Tree - near the fountains where 

the Portuguese navigators regularly drev water in Aguada 

de Sao Bras from 1408 onwards. Message was placed in old 

ahoti and tied to a tree in 1501. 

Georges van der Graaf•s Beacon. 

Knysnaa Old St. George's Church. 

Plettenberg Baya 1. Timber House, stone building for 

storage of timber awaiting shipment. 2. Van Plettenb&rgta 

Beacon. ;. St. Andrew's Church. 

Oudtahoorna 1. Suspension Bridge over Grobbelaare River. 

2. Pinehurst - house from Ostrich feather boom time. 3. 

Boys School - said to have finest stonework in this count17. 

7.6.2 Proclaimed Scientific and Natural Monuments 

Georges Oak Tree. 

Keurboomstranda Matjes River Cave 

Oudtshoorna Cango Caves. 
• 

Reports of the Commission,for the Preservation of Natural & 
Hiat0rioal Monum~nts, Rilioa and Antiques. Nos. 30 - 1965, 32 - 1967. 
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7 .6.-, Bronze Inscriptions on Unproolaimed Si·tas 

Knysnaa George Rex Slipway - Stinkwood slipway where 

George Rex built 140 ton brig "Knysna" in 1826. 

Ladiamith: Birthplace of C.J. Lungenhoven (born Aug. 12, 

1873). 

7.6.4 Museums anrl Other Plaoea of Hiatorio Interest 

Mossel Bays 1. Museum opaned 1963, had 3,562 visitors in 

1965. 2. ATKV Museum at Hartenbos 

Georiea Museum opened 1968. 800 visitors in first five 

weeks. 

Oudtshoorn: C.P. Nel Museum. Visitors in 19661 7750 ot 

which 1079 during January alone. Arbeidsgenot - home of 

C.J. Langanhoven - visitors 1960: 4838 (December 1353, 

Jan. 679), 1967: 8810 (DecAmber 1488, Jan. 1145). 

Knysnaa Millwood - scene or old gold-diggings. 

Bushman Paintings on Farms 

Mossel Bay 
Knysna 
George 
Oudtshoorn 
Calitzdorp 

No. of Sites 
2 
2 

12 
30 

1 

There may be more but the above farms were listed on the 

replies to questionaires sent out by the Archaeological 

SurTey of the Department of Education in 1952. Thea• 

sites still have to be investigated aoientifiaally and 

mapped. 
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8. FUTURE DEVELOPMENT A.ND POLICY 

8.l Outdoor Recreation 

6.1.l From the available data that has been examined, no reliable 

deductions oan be made as to demand for outdoor recreation 

in the South Cape. Present growth factors, and future 

projections will therefore depend on surveys that must 

be done on leisure and holiday habits in this area itself. 

e.1.2 Similar surveys in other areas will indicate the trends 

and fields, such as concentrations at water surfaces both 

at the sea and at the lakes which require particular 

attenti,·n. However these other surveys cannot give a 

representative picture of the situation here. 

8.1.2.1 The P.W.V. surve}~ror instance, ie measuring the 

demand from a surrounding reside•t population 

i.e. in the field of user-oriented and inter­

mediate recreation facilities. Moreover, there 

are no beaches, angling sites, or comparable 

natural lakes and forests. 

a.1.2.2 Durban has more facilities like those provided 

in the South Cape, though there is also a large 

resident population with th~ cit7 night-life, 

commercial entertainment on the beaches, eto. 

These are no doubt wanted ~nd used b7 the viaitora 

whose demands in this respect seem insatiable ae 

witnessed b7 answers in a recent visitor surve7 

theres Asked what improvements they could suggest, 

some people replied1 "Music over public-address 

systems amusement centre needed; lioenoed bars 

(1) Department of Planning op. oit. 
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on beach, tea-room right 011 sand" etc.(l) Aiid 

that is Durban, vherethe whole beach ia alread7 

one commercial hive. 

8.1.3 Whether the South Cape should compete vith these demands 

:is questionable. 

S.l.}.l Durban will always have au edge on it and be9ides, 

it io nearer the large inland urbau amoen tra. tiona. 

Admittedly some other attractiono must be provided 

and are quite ri6htl3 being done, e.g. Drive-in 

Cinemas a.re boing constructed at .Moas1:,l Bay, 

Sedgefield and Plettenber& Bay. 

H.l.3.2 Further~ore alternative indoor ruoreation facili­

ties should be avail~ble at holida¥ concentrations 

to occupy children on rai113 days. The facilities 

in the drier and warmer Karroo, i.e. the Cavea 

and the projected development at Warmbad, vith 

a possible covered swimming-pool, will have an 

important function in this respect. 

0.1.4 Hovover, to stress the attractions of nature, co~meroi&l• 

isation will have to be atrictl7 watched. 

(1) 

a.1.4.1 The preaent ,u-ban concentratioua can be allowed 

to develop to their fullest potential and so 

provide commercial entertainment and luxury 

acco&modalion which ma117 profer to return to at 

night after the7 have spent the day in the open. 

Urban growth and agglomeration will provide 

economic sanction for specialised services and 

R.A. Pis torii1.B1 "The Role cf tho Province in Providing for 
Public Recreation° - paper at S.A. J1.4ture Union Conference. 
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industrial dev~lcpm~nt. This will ensure stable 

economic growth not entirely dependent on tourism 

and recreation. These urban concentrations vill 

have their ovn user-oriented recreational areas, 

but citiEB must not penetrate too deepl,1 into the 

natural areao. For the most desirable area, or 

areas of forest, lakea and coaat th~t are aa 1ot 

uncommitted, aoma nature area prcclamation gust 

bu found. 

This does not impl1 that humans are not allowed 

in. It may even include areas 01' human settlement 

whicb are committed to Lone in vith nature. 

lri otbur areas of course, human settlement v111 

hava to be discouraged. It ~ay even have to be 

reversed by offer!~ owners an exchu.nge of land 

eleevhere. The surrounds ot the lakes and lagoons 

for instance need to be preserved and kept 

accessible. Bure man must come and picnic and 

camp and enjo¥, but permanent residential develop­

Qent must be restricted. Camp accommodation can 

be comfortable though designed to tune in with 

nature. A.nd •pparentl7 customers want comfort 

euid comp~.li¥• According to the Director of the 

lational Parks Board in a recent broadcast, onl7 

5% of the viaitors at the Kruger Park go !or the 

secluded "primitive" vhere modern facilities are 

kept to a minimum. 
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8.2 SETTLEMENT IN THE AREA 

0.2.1 Up to the present, this study has largely dwelt on the 

outdoor recreation faoili~ies of the area. and visitors• 

use of them. Mention has been made of bottlenecks and 

conflicting demands. Little has however been said of 

the other demands on land and this of course is for the 

twofold reason, i.e. the purpose of the study and the 

faot that ou,door recreation outpaoes the total of all : 

other demanda on land. 

8.2.2 The demands of other users must however be related. Those .J 

that settle or retire here, probably first came as visitors• :,I 

liked the area, and decided to come again to stay. Their 

preferences are therefore similar to those of the visitors, 

though now their demand will change. It has been shown 

that the participation in angling for instance, is much 

smaller by the resident than by the visitor. In other 

words the visitor, onoe be settles, vanta something else 

to do~ 

e.2.2.1 Since the beauties of the area drev them, they 

should be encouraged to contribute tovarda its .. : con­

tinuance. There ia such land here on which a struggling 

existence is made from farming. Thia land could in 1D&ll1' 

instances contribute towards enhancing the 

of the area. To achieve this, landowners will have to be 

compensated to some extent. One vay v~uld be to allov 

smaller subdivisions, subject to landscape control. 

• 



1.l l. 

8.2.2.2 At present, if a landowner viehes to subdivide 

his land for sale, he must either lay out a full 

"township" in terms of the Townships Ordinance, 

or he must sell off portions bigger than 25 morgen. 

And even the latter may be stopped by the Surveyor. 

General and the Townships Board if they are of 

the opinion that "the Townships Ordinance is beif18 

evaded" (l) i.e. when it ia apparent that the 

subdivisions are not economic farming ~nits and 

are for residential purposes. 

a.2.2.3 But a landowner should be allowed to subdivide 

· smaller portions which are made subject. to con:trol 

by call it a "Landscape Board" similar to present 

control of' subdivisions by the Transport Commiasion.ji:, 
• 1!; 

These portions could be say 5 acres or larger and 

purchasers would be bound to develop the land by 

the planting of indigenous trees, discreet building, 

etc. to enhance the scenic attractiveness of the 

area. Due to the nature of the terrain, the good 

rainfall, mountain backdrop, ate., lhese portiona 

would qualify for a new concept of "control of 

ribbon development". If the7 became ribbons, the7 

would be ver¥ beautiful winding ribbons, along 

which it would be a pleasure to move. 

a.2.2.4 The faster roads will of course not be hampered 

like this. The new coastal freeway will have 

limited aooess and the present national road and· 

(1) Townships Ordinance, No. 33 of 1934. 
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and some other main roads neceasar7 as colleotora 

for the freevay, will also have to retain aub­

division limitations. 

0.3. Holiday Homes 

(1) 

(2) 

e.3.1 Only brief mention has been made of the second home move• 

ment. The growth of this has been spurred by the same 

factors of outdoor recreation demand of the new "footloose" 

generation. "Many are searching for a second home - a 

different place, where recreation and relaxation are 

major objectives, a plaoe where the family can regain a 

familiarity with forest and pond." (l) 

e.3.1.1 Fortunately space is not premium yet in this • 
country as for instance in Holland, but the same 

danger exists here that "if the trend were 

allowed to develop freely, all lake banks, 

of woods, briefly all beauty spots would 

be crowded with private oottagea".( 2) 

a.3.1.2 There are already such cottage concentrations at 

for instance Bartenbosstrand1 560, Little :Brak1 

100, Sedgefield• 100 holid&7 homes and others, 

where the Provincial Administration has stopped 

further development. At.Die :Bakke at Mossel Bay, 

J80 bungalow owners are strenuously resisting 

council efforts to enforce a rel9.7out proYiding 

only 70 larger plots. 

"Outdoors U.S.A." U.S. Department of Agriculture Yearbook for 
1967 - p. 195. (My underlining) 
C. de Cler "Dutch National Land Use Planning" in Taming Megalopolis 
Vol. II, p. 1155. 



a.3.2 A solution muot be found whereby holiday homes will be 

allowed which aro a!'different place 11
• At present the only 

way or avoiding a future Die Bakke is for the Townships 

Board to enforce full Township Development. This is 

entirely unrealistic to have large areas set aside for 

schools and other endowments amongst holiday cottages 

wb&re the owners only want a place for next year's leave 

near the sea. Die Bakke owners feel very distressed at 

the prospect of being disturbed from their unique "Afrikaner 

holiday resort". Should purohase be contempl&.tfd for 

eventual retirement. it is another matter - but these aitea 

need not be so near the sea. As baa b&en mentioned, the 

retired want other pursuits. 

8.4 Aotive Resident Popula·tion 

a.4.1. Brief mention bas been made (s.1.4.1) of the need of stron& 

resident communities. All indications are that as this 

area is one of the few in the Cape Province with relatival7 

large uncommitted souroes of water(l) it will receive 

increasing attention from the central government as a 

possible growth centre in its decentralisation polic7. 

Development would be at the existing urban centres where 

the necessary in.fraetructure exists. Growth will be to­

va~ds such nodes aa for instance industries ot vegetable 

and fruit canning at George and Mossel l3a7 and the trans­

portation nodes of the new regional airport and a possible 

expanded harbourJ industries relating to these must be 

sited with the least possible disturbance to the nature 

area. 

(1) Ninha.m Slae.nd & Partners op. cit. p. 18. 
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e.4.2 The agricultural aaotor vill stay the strongest in the 

more fertile Little Karroo area, where there is also not 

the demand tor holiday and retirement settlement as at 

the coast. With possible water schemes that have been 

mentioned, agriculture in the coastal area can however 

~xpGct a considerable intensification of existing culti­

vated lands. 

s.4.3 Mention has already been made of the intrusions of human 

oettlement iuto "nature reserve" areas (a.1:4.1). 

8.4.3.1 Overseas it has been noticed that intrusion of 

urban living into rural agrioultural area.a oan 

also be very successful. A new term, agropolis 

has been coined for this bringing together of town 

and country, where "every home has the town at 

its front door and the country at its back". "The 

agropolitan American's appreciative conservation 

of the natural ecology is one or the most out-
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Behind and ,r1 ;:I ·I standing qualities of the environment. 
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around the homes are agricultural and forest areaa.••j; !:; 
' 1,i, 1: 

"Agropolia is very permissive in the sense of ,n- :lit j:! 
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courasing the fullest measure of indiYidual taeb-
;I ·u 
,\1: l,1 
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and pref'erenoe\ Coupled vi th this it is found :1[ ii.:: 

that "a new uae of land baa e11arged1 recreational 

farming, the provision 0£ farmer-ovned picnic 

illt1(l;' 
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and camping areas, golf courses and game reseryaa:<2> 1: ',.! 

Other overseas rural developments should also be •· J 
studied. It is known for instance that'1rural ,. J 
Switzerland, nobody is allowed to remoTe a tree 

Lionel March "Towards a Garden of Cities" in The Listener, 
March 21, 1968. p. 367 
Lionel March op. cit. 
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without permiesion. Holland has its "Natuur-

• beschermingswet" and "Welstandscommissiee". The 

latter are advisory to local authorities on 

aesthetic aspects of development. 

e.4.3.3 Thus South Africa will be able to learn from the 

experience of others and avoid costly mistakes. 

a.5. Conolueion 

8.5.1 P~eoent Planning Control 

u.5.1.1 The present planning control is vested in lcoal 

authorities consisting of the followings 

Divisional Councils (Ord. No. 15/1952) coinciding 

with the six magisterial comprising the regions 

0206, 0207. 

Municipalities (Ord. No. 19/1951) at the san1e six 

towns as wall as in Plettenberg Bay. 

Village Management Boards (Ord. No. 10/19 ) at 

llerbertadale (Mossel Bay),Pacaltsdorp (Coloured 

Settlement near Georg&), Sedgefield (Knysna) and 

Van Wyksdorp (Ladismith). 

Local Boards (Ord. No. 11/1921) at Blanco (George) 

and Great Brak River (Mossel Ba7 and George). 

Local Area (through Divisional Counoilsa Section 

6(1)(1) of Ord. No. 15/195?).a 

Mossel Baya Hartenboe, Little Brak River, Rheebok, 

Tergniet. 

Georges Herolds Bay, Hoekvil, Booge Kraal, Tan 

Roo1ensrus, Wilderness, Wildernishoogte. 

Knysnaa Buffalo Bay, Keurboomatrand, Nature's 

Valley. 
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a.5.1.2 The Provincial Council through the Administrator 

and/or Townships Board has to approye of all 

Township develop~ent as already mentioned. In 

addition local authDrities may embark on a Joint 

Town Planning Scheme. Around Mossel Bay euch a 

scheme has been initiated but it has not brought 

any planning proposals into being. 

a.5.1.3 Furthermore, the. Provincial Council has passed a 

number of Ordinances by which outdoor ·areas are 

administered. There are the Nature Conservation 

Ordinance No. 26 of 1965 which replaces the old 

Irlland Fisheries Ordinance and others. "The Public 

Resorts Ordinance (No. 29/1964) passed by the 

Provincial Council provides for the declaration 

of places or public resort or recreation or his• 

torical or scientific interest as public resorts, 

for the control, management and deYelopment or 

such resorts, and for matters incidental thereto. 

The object of the ordinance is to empower the 

Administrator to establish resorts on state land.,l) 

a.5.1.4 Other authorities that haTe a stake in outdoor 

recreation area 

(1) 

The Department of Water Affairs, b7 Regulations 

No. 654/1964, can control recreation actiYitiea 

and nature conservation in a "Water Storage Area". 

The Department or Sea Fisheries exeroiaea control 

over sea life in the Krcy-sna Estuary while the 

Knysna Municipality is going to enforce regulations 

Department of Nature Conservation Report No. 21, 1964 
p. 22. 
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to oontrol boating on it. 

The Department of Landa issues permits for landing 

quays in the estuary. 

The Department of Forestry (Forest Act Bo. 72/1968) 

is developing reoreation areas in forest reserTe 

property as described. 

The Commission for the Preservation of Natural 

and Historical Monuments, Relios and Antiques ma7 

recommend to the Minister of the Interior to pro­

claim by Section 8 of Act Bo. 4/1934 "to be a 

monument, a117 area or land having a distinctive 

or beautiful scener7 or geological formation, a117 

area of land containing a rare or distinctiTe or 

beautiful flora or fauna, a117 area of land con­

taining objects of historical or scientific inter­

est, a117 waterfall, cave, grotto, avenue of tr•••, 

old tree or old building (whether natural or oon­

atructed b7 man) of aesthetic, historioal.or 

scientific value or interest". 

e.5.1.5 In his paper at the S.A. Bature Union Conference 

earlier this 7ear, Mr. R. A. Pistorius said that 

the "responaibilit7 for providing a ph7sioal 

setting for public recreation rests four-square 

on the· provinces". 

of all other authorities, with the exception of 

the municipalities and certain statutory bodies 

like the Bational Parka Board, is either incidental 

(aa in the oaae of Water Affaira and Poreatr7) or 
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reoreation)."(l) 

~.5.1.6 The Director of Natura Conservation of the Cape 

Province haa confirmed that the same relationship 

applies here. Thia Departruent is the equivalent 

of the Natal Parks Board and handles the above 

mentioned Nature Conservation and other related 

Ordinances. 

u.5.2 Future PolioY, 

(1) 

e.5.2.1 Tha inter~ction of all the demands and controls 

already mentioned, clearly indicates that a nev 

concept of planning is required here. The present 

overall planning machinery allows only for specific 

townships or resorts, without there being a broad 

policy to ensure proper development, combined with 

oomserva.tion of this "na.tui·e area". 

8.5.2.2 Some looal move has already been made when ~sna 

Divisional Council called a firm of Town Planners 

to draw a development plan for the strip between 

the national road and the coast. But this is 

not sufficient - Keysna Division stops at the edge 

of Swartvlei while the waters are in the George 

Division. 

e.5.2., It has been shown that there is in the South Cape 

an interaction between different centres that 

transgresses divisional boundaries. It is clearly 

necessary that where it is seen that the main 

planning probleu1e are around the beaches, lakes, 

camping and holiday resorts, and soenic drives, 

R.A. Pistorinss "The Role or the ProTince in 
Recreation". 
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that a development region should be delineated to 

.anco~paas theac. 

s.5.2.4 Sufficient data has not been found to do it at 

this stage though it is clear that it must be a 

wider ~rea. than that at present demaroated for 

Group Areas Control (See Fig, 23). This is a 

start a.round the lakes and is necessary so that 

a resort area can also be set aside for the 

Coloured Community. 

a.5.2.5 However a much wider Nature Resource Area must be 

anvisagud. An advisory planning consortium must 

be formed where all the diveriaedesires can be tied 

together ••• working for a better environment.Cl) 

8,5,2,6 If the initiative for this can onme from local 

development aasooiations or local authorities, so 

much the better. Otherwise the Provincial Ad­

ministration, as the central tier of our triple 

government control, will have to dTaw together• 

l. 

2. 

,. 

The authorit:f.es concerned with conservation, 

raoreatiun, touris~ and acono~io development, 

the recreation movement and the nature oonseryation. 

movement in the private sector, 

the business oor:imuni.ty who will realise the beat 

return from this asset is that which ensures its 

continuous growth, 

the planners of towns and urban services, and n?t 

least, 

5. Lh~ citizens who, in the final analysis, are going 

National Recreation and Parks Association - "Parks & Re­
creation" April 1968 - p. 28 
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to be contributors and the benefioiariea. Thia 

vill be as individuals, but also through welfare 

and service organisations, sports and recreation 

clubs. Here, as elsewhere, it vill be found that 

common concern can overcome conflicts. 

e.5.2.7 It will be necessary to strengthen this planning 

body by giving it executive, in addition to 

advisory powers. Once a plan has been formed 

that vill cover all the public agencies spending 

money here, some of the executive powers at 

present performed at oentrel government or 

provincial level, oan be transferred to this 

local body. The frustration of adding 7et 

another authority to vhiob plans must be referred 1 

will thus be avoided. 

a.5.2.e This may be the start of a new structure of 

intermediate government which, while retaining 

local and central government authority, permits 

more effective regional administration, suited 

to local conditions. 

e.5.3 The Recreation Potential 

The development for outdoor recreation in the South Cape 

region is larger than the area itself. The "grass roots" 

ot' the region are both within and without it. The people 

who use this natural resource come from all over. Central 

Government participation in planning must represent their 

and their successors• interest. Active participation by 
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an enthusiaetio community will ensure that distinctive 

local characteristics are ingrained in every development 

plan. Full stock must be taken of all recreational 

assets, so that essential development will be channelled 

where it will enhance the overall potential. Areas whioh 

need more protection, or acquisition from private owner­

ship, must be reserYed. 

The natural amenity, the resource of the area, cannot be 

exported like other resources. The people who use it, 

come from elsewhere and contribute to the local economic 

welfare by what they spend here. They oan take away only 

so much as they have received into their souls and their 

bodies - to tha extent that they hav~ been re-created here. 
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Possible 
Dam 

Site. 

No. 
(see fig.) 

1 
Groot. Brak 

2 
Vasing 

:s 
Witelo 

4 
Witela 

5 
Malga.a 

6 
Malgae 

1 
Diep 

8 
Kara.taro. 

9 
Plaat 

10 
Bomtini 

12 
Moeraa 

( 

MEAN ABNU.A.L RUN-OFF Al·iD STORAGE 

REQUIRED IN CERTAIN RIVERS 

(See Fig. 22) 
ANNEX 7 

Average 
Rainfall 
Annually 

Nea.n/ Max/ Min 

}8.2/47.2/27.1 

3s.o/47.6/31.4 

40.2/47.2/3}.9 

44.1/47.2/36.6 

Catchment 
Area 

sq. mile 

17.70 

Bat. MAR* 
- Upstream 
• Nett MAR 

mg. ft. 

6700 - 2320· 
4380 

1500 - v.l 
1500 

Batt 
Probable 
Annual 
Draft 
mg. ft 

4300 

1450 

6450 -(!200) 
11.27 6250 {62ooj 

. 6900 -(!400) 
15.01 6500 6400 

6610 - 0 
10.6} 6610 6400 

13. 72 

23.1a 

16.17 

28.21 

6.62 

7350 -(! 50) 7200 
1,00 

4280 - 0 
4280 4150 

7700 - 200 
7500 74t,o 

3340 -
3340 3}00 

129r~~70 f12500) 

14040 
14040 14000 

3680 • 
3680 ,600 

Total 58,200 
i.e. exoluding alternate aeaaure­

menta on tvo rivers ( ) 

158. 

Capacity 
Required. 

mg. ft. 

3500 

1260 

6200 

6500 

6600 

7300 

4300 

7500 

3350 

12500 

14100 

,100 

*Natural Mean Annual Run-off lesa Estimated Upatreara Annual Usage 

• Nett M.A.R. 

v.l • insignificant 
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AiW't~X. 8 

RESERVOIR SITES Ilf REGION II (See Figurw 22 ) 

' 
River Caeacitz of Dam Size of Da~ R~suired Grose Assured 

Site No. % of Avara.ge Length of Height Annual Drati 
Annual Run- mg. ft. Crown ft. 

off 

Great Brak 30'):i 1950 400 400 5000 
{l) 15~ 975 310 110 3700 

3 
Witela l"~ 625 320 105 }000 

5 30% 540 310 110 1500 
Malgas 1,5; 270 260 60 llCO 

13 30,( 1920 320 210 4700 
UclillHJn& 15~~ 960 :240 1G5 3600 

7a 3c,;} 1820 625 160 3100 
Swart or Diep 15% 910 470 125 2100 

10 ~CY;b 740 380 120 2000 
Bn~tini l 5~G 370 310 90 1500 

lOa 3o% 2680 270 80 7000 
Goukama l 55~ 1340 220 60 5300 

14 }0% 3080 440 160 ~ 8000 ~ Kn;yana Sito 1 15~ 1540 350 125 600.0 

14a 30% 5000 340 130 13000 
Knysna Site 2 15% 2500 290 100 10000 

15 30% 1380 410 125 4000 
Gouna 15% 690 270 90· 3200 

16 30% . 1350 900 60 ~ 1900 l Keurb<.>01:1s 157' 675 ,30 65 1100 
Site 1 

16a '~ 4170 350 125 5800 
Site 2 15~ 2080 }00 95 3300 

16b ,0'% 12200 700 175 · 17000 
·Site 3 15% 6100 570 130 9600 

Total 30% 60,,00 

Total 15" 43,300 

i.e. excluding alternative_eites. 

S:.,urco 1 Nicll~m Shand & P:l~tncrs op. cit. 
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