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by ien~~ng his nfulie 

level 

author's rreeO()m to n"lt.p.rr,,\I'tltp. agIJtlenrs into 

are moments 

Instances are 

is not man, 

I LOletZ(;e I 

fajthful 
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a ~A~~ '_A"~ sentiment is ironic, for IS 

conceived to 

a return to the here is 

attlenulate:O life of a ..... ''''' ......... ''' .... V"'.".;ni.~O;;; confined and '1"1TI"''''r~ 

it is the case that then Dawn's words 
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moment I it 
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at ate a cream, 

is a 

",,,,.,,,,,,"1'''''' mc:orrec:t.17 to 

context. 

nor >AllUU'" 

17 The title of Charlotte Wolffs book is .a..!..!U!~~~~~.!:!!.£' 

I 

11. ,,'Ta ... I""'" is 

toa 
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I my 

a 

sat on the bed dre:sse:Q nousc::cc,ar. I-'''''~''A''.,", through a magazine 

ull1'1n,,~> smiling, ht~~dt.hy U",,,,,,",",. through her fingers 

... (33). 

(;ame bac k at dusk and ate a ice cream, orange 
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on 
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are redluDll1arlt: 

context 

nor it 

17 The title 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

Cap
e T

ow
n

one as out 

a Hun" .. "" ... 

are 

I 

case 

account 

a 

I 

not I not 

oec:onles more 

Coetz(~ - most serves as a 

one 

at moments 

..... ", ... 1'> ..... - a neat ... v. ................ "' ... ,u.v ... an 

18 Coetzee advises Dawn to draft an introduction to his written in '''words of one 
"'with lots of and for God's sake no footnotes'" - which that Dawn's main 
discussion is technical and substantiated. 
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Univ
ers

ity
 of

Cap
e T

ow
n

not I am a ....... "''''' .. , •• ...n\,n ..... it 

states true vv,,, .. ,,,.vu 

I want to 

OlSC3l:'Ct me. me 

maKes me ., ........... "" 

wet 

OJ'''''''''''', it ~1ITIr\Q not 

hnnslelf as a .... uun •• f> 

me. 

are moves a is 

* 

a 

.............. ," to ensure 

one cornmanl 

a 

Se(:OJ10<:ifY sense .... IV.""" or 

not I am a ....... "''''' .. , •• ...n\,n ..... it 

states true vv,,, .. ,,,.vu 

I want to 

OlSC3l:'Ct me. me 

maKes me ., ........... "" 

wet 

OJ'''''''''''', it ~1ITIr\Q not 

hnnslelf as a .... uun •• f> 

me. 

are moves a is 

* 

a 

.............. ," to ensure 

one cornmanl 

a 

Se(:OJ10<:ifY sense .... IV.""" or 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

Cap
e T

ow
n

sense 

arts 

reason 

at 

awareness 

.... .,,, ... ,, .... a 

to 

19 "1'1 ofW.B. Yeats." 1976: 197: II. line 5. 
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19 "1'1 ofW.B. Yeats." 1976: 197: II. line 5. 
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oeuvre too. 
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seems 

it contracts 

'e-;:lll(ll-mlJW as it were 

water 
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nr"'<!p,nT tense 
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____ ,..,_._,..,_ as a 
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to act 

if we 

"l", .. n'r! to 

Throughout 
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Cool 

or too much 

volubility" 

elsewhere in 
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out of our 

to 

78). The final 

contrast the 

"buzzing, """_'V"L'-AU'h 

illuminating: 

At 

seems 

to the 

a 

IS 

water tense 

and coldly dte I 

language, we 

to bury us a tlood 

importunate 

of action .. But ,voen 

our 

scope observation is 

unending" (1986: 

language as a 
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&AU .. __ " man 
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narrow 
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but then 
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language, to 
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a group of 
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that every 
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i37). the 

the common 
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(I use 

events 

as two 

it 

comments are 

enter son as a 

I I on 

I am aware, is awareness, 

must a must 

assures 

true 

as narrator 

I cannot 

is 

room 

I 

is 

it to 

as I 

a 

a ael;;:oc~r 

of his 

(1 use 

Most striking 

s 

role. 

does not 

events that 

above all a 

as two 

it n .. <.t",1"" 

textual contours 

motives: I 

in the middle 

it?" 

enforcement 

enter the room, "'I'>1'1.t" .. I'> 

I I 

to 

true 

is 

room. He 

is not surprised at the 

over me and 1 1n 

lIe is aware 

following comments are 

of low 

son fviartin 

on I cannot it to 
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is awareness, 
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case 
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I am not sure I 

me to feClora 

a moment I 
.. 

out 

is once more ~"'1"'11t"P 

* * * 

it 

as I now. I lam 

lam 

at a gcclmemlc 

me are 

I 

man wants me 

is oec:ODlle 

a 

I 

case 

lean out I 

not 

I 

at a J,!;ClJm.ClTIClIIU 

"",,,,,,,,",u tOlmllia, out 

I am not sure I 

me to :re<:OJlU 

it 

4i ~2} 

a fishy 

n"'·'·~"',..t'" will not be able to 

his ph ysical being. As 

Dawn transfers authority 

indicates that he is once more 

* * 

it 

* 

me are 

man wants me 

in .revt~rse is in 

the room diminish in 

COrIlment "if I ~un given a 

the I figurative being. 
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text. 20 to a 
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over to 

•• .. "'n .... ncp a man is at once 

man to can 

is not 

master 

an or 

art 

I 

act 

to 

a counler'-e'VaJLUlllUC)ll own. to 

20 See 92. 
21 There is a view of as mtlnm,lcllJly 
did ascend'; it leaves little room for the """,,."',"', 

to the of the old Teutonic '"1-''''''''''''' 

text. 20 a secretive elelrne!lt is 

of 

goal 

over to 

:SUlDD()Se a man is at once 

can sno\v rAimseif not 

Dawn's deltenrmllatlon to master 

comment: "Nor, soul to som(~ fiction or 

I choose any fiction captain 

as a character a rree(l()lll to df',cide 

will 

Dawn's 

should 

act of 

to 

a COIUn1ter··eV'1'l1l11'ltlOn own. to 

20 See 92. 
21 There is a view of as 
did ascend'; it leaves little room for the mV<:tplFV 

early Teutonic '''''' .. , ... -~,. 
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It. is a prett.y to see, 

are condemned to relive it." to William L. Shirer's 
Th!U!~!mJ:lli!llJrtJ~l~J[liliru~:bwfUli§!QO:..Qf~illd!<!!!l!!t!Y. New York: 1963. 
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true creature 
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rotten 

common 

an occurrence. 

Pff~Sente:a as a creature 

nature 

creature 

it 

case one 

25 Conversation with Peter Knox-Shaw. 9 2005. 
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"a true creature 

hand, the 
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common 

an occurrence. 

"",."H','"'''' as a creature 

nature whose hA"",'t,, 

The case of 
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creature of 

To 

it 

case 

25 Conversation 

is more ~_.,.~.' ... on 

no conception of number, 

is how he (61)~ 

the course of S nnlrYlTHf 

(11 

for' means to 

(76)~ 

25 

2005. 
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a computer, 
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as 

are 

26 I borrow this term from Lecercle's in 
which he examines the "remainder" or necessary dark side of "this dark side emerges in 
nonsensical and texts, in the illumination of and the delirium of or mental 

Lecercle's use of and relevant to this 
discussion: ''The progress of the as it does from literature to to 
!'VII ..... • .. , and from individual to collective or no at is an excellent 
embodiment of the contradiction that is at the heart of because it is the core of every 

eXI)erienc:e of his it is or 
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26 I borrow this term from Lecercle's in 
which he examines the "remainder" or necessary dark side of "this dark side emerges in 
nonsensical and texts, in the illumination of and the delirium of or mental 

Lecercle's use of and relevant to this 
discussion: ''The progress of the as it does from literature to to 
!'VII ..... • .. , and from individual to collective or no at is an excellent 
embodiment of the contradiction that is at the heart of because it is the core of every 
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27 "Easter 1916." Yeats 1933: 203: line is. 
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28 See Coetzee 2004: 98-99. 

terms. 
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the irnage in 

he speaks the (x~CaSioIl 

enjoyed it". It is 

es€~nc:e-,iS-a[)1)erl!Ce which so 
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other 

is no realoers to aware one 

uu. •. " .. UJ'6 a none 

201) 

~V'~~AA~~ of listeners, 

not the 

(xx:asiOIl. 

VA,.,..., .... ,,,, is imrnediate: "I might, 

We encounter here that 

U""'~G."''''''''' at this moment 

* 

sense 

28 See Coetzee 
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30 Peter Knox-Shaw: 7 2005. 
31 See 2004b: 16, fn. 26. 
32 For an tract consider Coetzee: 2004: 78-80. 
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meat. I tore 

... "',J...,"'''' S 
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33 One recalls Kant's hierarchization of humankind. 
34 Peter Knox-Shaw. Personal communication. 7 2006. 

him 

as I 

of others 

I 

to 

the hut on 

food" (83). 

he P" ..... P,'''' 

whole 

fetched 

as 

fertile to Jacobus 

can be to fit 

, cm1 sentences 

Jacobus's "'Ul',R'Lal 

can never It 

something" 

C~'ijnot be 

an 

out 

uttemnce: 

it but it had 

more 

it serves to illustrate 

...... ,._Uh Jacobus genuflects to 

an 

of 

,,,,,",,,u;;,u consonant with 

it is 

at moments 

as====_ 

2006. 
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reserves enae.annents as if it were 

Iwas not 

roots 
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as 

art 

35 "At the Grave of 
36 In 

as 

is 

states 

oetzee s an 

over 

not seem to 

James." Auden 1976: lines 58-59. 
I cite Coetzee's account of the South African censors' relative non-interest in 

years: "I have never had the authorities turn their full attention on me 
h",..nPlr"ipl'1 to Andre Brink or Athol or Nadine or Etienne Leroux. I it as a 

of honor to have had a book banned in South and even more of an honor to have been 
acted as and others were and Brink and others This 
honor I have never achieved nor, to be merited. Besides too late in the era, my books 
have been too indirect in their to be considered a threat to the order" 
1992: 

(ii) 

Iwas not 

techne" 

partner 

roots 

a 

as 

pleasing 

into a 

that 

art may 

human 

* 

is 

brain 

James." Auden 1976: lines 58-59. 

on 

as if it were 

(86). In a later 

s.maU limpid pool 

douds, see 

as 

is 

I cite Coet1:ee's account of the South African censors' relative non-interest in 
years: "I have never had the authorities turn their full attention 

Athol or Nadine or Etienne Leroux. I 
banned in South 

merited. Besides too 
.. "r,,,,t,,·n to be considered a 
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it causes was 

seems amen~lOle to as 

caJt'DunCJle serves as an OC(~asllon 
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an not 
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D01uce:a out 
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37 See Section of the Father" (Cc)et~ee 2004: 
38 An verb! 

it causes 

seems amenalDle 

attem"t tU sutJlJia11t~ 

carbuncle serves as an occasion 

as an emiDalttle:Q u" .......... u,\U 

"'_ .. ~ .. "'"" of 
to trans(:end """<>,,,,,ft 

uu.J ...... each other 

arms ""1Tlnr,!l>f'fl'.r'I my chest I COllltemt>1al:e<1 the 

a 

a projoction 

one ~""" All> ... '" 

{COf;tzee 2004; 

and the 

one 

to 

is not 

76 
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aoanaonea accOrdmg to servant 

I I ....,.", ..... 11 I sCreatne41. ... .................... , I hlst.lec:1; I 
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a nature. 39 accorcllmsz to 40 

pnrlClpaJl}l to 

SUJl:ges:ts dJ;:fClrenc:e to ~W["()DC~an J1t ..... "' .... , 

were 

'I 1 stones 

want ac(:OIl!lJ)llces. 1 

want to to come out. 

notes ... " .... u,."" .. to 

summon a to serve not as mterloclut(J~r. savours. 

a 

is *,,\J'i1~'nll' comment 

text. 

* * * 

39 1198 saw the of Wordsworth and a watershed event. 
Wordsworth's" Advertisement" is cited as a manifesto of the Romantic in 

40 "Ode on a Grecian Urn." Keats 1996: line 49. 

a nature. 39 accorcllmsz to 40 

pnrlClpaJl}l to 

SUJl:ges:ts dJ;:fClrenc:e to ~W["()DC~an J1t ..... "' .... , 

were 
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want ac(:OIl!lJ)llces. 1 
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notes ... " .... u,."" .. to 

summon a to serve not as mterloclut(J~r. savours. 

a 

is *,,\J'i1~'nll' comment 

text. 

* * * 

39 1198 saw the of Wordsworth and a watershed event. 
Wordsworth's" Advertisement" is cited as a manifesto of the Romantic in 

40 "Ode on a Grecian Urn." Keats 1996: line 49. 
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41 
.. n" ........ "" Wall." Frost 1966: line 1. 
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41 
.. n" ........ "" Wall." Frost 1966: line 1. 
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a tree means n01tn1JD.e;. tree 
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I saw as sornetrun,2 

to 

or 
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42 Conversation with Peter .r..mJX-;lnaw 20 2006. 
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42 Conversation 2006~ 
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43 I borrow the "'''011''''-'''"'' and Mcfarlane 22. 
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attlernlptllng to """U'U"'I">~L~" on 

a measure as a is cOlmp'fOl[Im;ed 

.... uu ..... :u aJrgtlml~nt as erumest as it is me:mc)at.CaL 

text 

account J.a.~!u .• a,."" 

... a'~Vl}U" are pelrIIllltted v,,.. ....... "',, ........... 

as a "se:tt1e~ 

near to cOilIonnJmg 

44 Conversation with Peter 

It must 

even 

is 

an 

as a 

hands on 

notice. 

a measure 

text 

account 

solipsism 

44 Conversation 

IS cornpr!cmll.sec1 

... ~ ..•• _ .... as earnest as it is emoUl.cal on the 

J,M. \ .. .;()lt~1[z(:~e 

better dialogue 

a fiction Dawn 

of t.heir discourse t.hey 

no one but a 

near to ".n.,~1c.n. ....... ,i ... 

subtext to one's critical 

author's modem 

'll~'UJJ","·';'" co-ordinates. It must 

__ U"I">, sell -dlepre,c:atlng sort 
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as a 
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we are to venture an I'\n·n ... ,o1" 

to 
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cast 
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answer to a 

1'<,\.1,,,"', .... answer to a 

:!:::::.!:~:!.!:!.!;~ ""1"1"' '''"'''',." a 

...... ' .... ".,'v .. an answer, a 
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