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Ruby lingerie paints SA Fashion \Veek red 
By MARIK" S BOROS 
liies!)'ie ed,1()f 

Th\' bra cups ol'erllowoo at 
the start of the seventh SA 
Fashion Wook in Sandton. 

CapeTown dt'sib'1lerRohyn 
Lidsky's delightfully decadent 
lingerie collection under the 
Huhy lawl was an early and 
welcome infusion of sultry 
glamour into an otherwise 
staid start to the Week. 

The inclusion of under­
wire push-up br,," for the first 
time turned Ruby into a fully 
fledged \0""[ lin!!!'ri~ label. 
and never was it more noo1N1. 

Lidsky has identifipd and 
aimed oor sights at a niche in 
the local market for under­
woor that makE'S women "feel 
.eX} and s.r>e<'wl". 

Her collection fealUred 
det'p-cut, half-eup bras, 
camisoles, hip-hu~~ing p;l.nty 
briefs and obligatory G-strings 
in st'nsuous stret"h satin with 
lace trim8. The colour palette 
was a passionat!' juxtRp<JSmg 
of hues: dyed-up baby and 
dusty pinks and (:crise with 
black; gold with rose pink: 
champagne with ruby r\'d_ 

Ruby acces~ori"" were al!iO 
on display; among them beau 
tiful handmade readed chok­
ers, the fruils of a ~oc;o­
economic job-creation reml­
mg project Lidskv initiated 
seW!'a! y\'ars ago and contin­
ues to run with women in 

Khayelnsha, Cape Twon. 
The range includes fringed 

gI'm~tone wrist cutIs and 
beaded strandG<.l bells with 
perspex inoerts not ShOI\11 on 
the catwa!); yesterdaJ( 

Ruby's accessory range i~ 
influenced by ~orth African 
beading- traditions, using im­
P'lrled glass heads Hnd gem­
stones, combined with Swa­
rowski ~rySlal8. 

Lidsky's statt'd aim is to 
make the traditional ~kill of 
beadwork fashionable and 
cont\,mporary. and she hils 
certainly succeed\,\!_ 

She re<:cnlly completed 
headed costumes for the tribal 
scene for the King .""ll)mon:, 
;Hmes mm thm is currently 
heing made in South ,Urica 
for the Hallmark chal1n\'L 

Cape TO\l,Tl designer I>Iaya 
Pra&> showed her 2«i3.'W04 
summer range ti!l\'d "Tlw 
Pef[(~'ck Room" It includ(,(! 
lI'Effil"able oUlfit8 wnh an East· 
ern influence, lOIs of laye rs 
and brightly coloured raggG<.l 
shawls. 

Craig Fraser's menswear 
n!nge was an unusual hybrid 
of flower power and mili-

lacy and 
sexy ... 
Durban 
de~gner 
Robyn Udsky 
5howcased 
her lingerl~ 
coll~(tion 

und~r the 
Ruby label 
at the start 
of th~ SA 
Fashion 
Week 
ye,terday. 

tari5m, including a reinvented 
camo look that went straight 
through into swimwear 

The !!:lIe New Talent Show, 
which opened the Wet'k. WR8 
won by Da\"id 1'lale ,mder th\' 
Old Hoy Ooflabel. 

To my mind, there could 
have brt'n only one \I,;nner 
among the student desil(llllrs. 

T1ale 8howed high-level 
innovation that made him 
stal1d out among emerging 
talent that overall had an 
uninspired and unin8piring 
feel. 

Last year's '<I'll' Talent 

winner, Kobie V1l1J der West 
huiwn, showed her debut col 
loction of wearable feminirn 
lace and broderie anglaisl 
outfi ts. 

Highlight- to watch outfm 
in the res t of the Week indud( 
lcuba for menswear, Capt 
Town duo Hip Hop and Gau· 
teng's Stoned Cherrie. 

Hoth Hip Hop and Stoned 
Cherrie, who sho\'i\,d at tlw 
first Cape TO\l,Tl fashion Week 
that \'nd\'\! at the w\'ekend, 
have kept their collections' 
"thunder and gunpowder" for 
the SA Fashion We<!k, accord­
ing to prog-n!mmt' director 
Dion Chan~ (ElMs fashion 
editor at large)_ 

So hot is the anticipation of 
Stoned Cherrie'~ show tomor· 
row night that it is already 
overbooked by 100 seats, said 
Chang_ 

The shoW's grande fin ale 
on Saturday evening promises 
to be a reRI ~tyle spe<:tade, 
with designers from l\i~eria, 
Senegal, Ghana, Mozmnbiq U\', 

K\'nya and Ethiopia alol1gside 
flIStabli~hed local desig:ners. 

Thi8 is in kecpin~ with the 
Week's H"ion of making- the 
SA fa~hion W\'\'k a spring­
hoard not JUS! for local fa5h· 
ion but for the continI'nt 'IS 
well, Chang said_ 
• The SA ~'n~hion ''''eek runs 
tlll Saturday at the Sandton 
Convention Centre and the 
'<ewtown Cultund Precinct. 
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couturier lingerie , 

beaded t'a., hion acceswries 

t,I;~ llIxur)' of satin., the oILl,,'my of 'olour .. 

the ~ 1;'."'.'Ilf'f oJ ,old am,] g~"\\ bead>.. 

welcome to ruby's S umm~r of 2.003/4 

Mull), i, an in ("'!",TI.1 , ,,, ~"f>< Town I.]",] th,t I"'" only 

,juulh Ai'ri"n bhr;"" lU""'"'tel",."" and "1'I'li",. 

B,,,!." pi,,~, m,,,I, by Rno,- B"dio~ Pro,l«'t - ' joh 

",",liO:1 i"'li,th'_' iJlIo.1t,_,dil,h., Cap' To~'", 

Li,,~<til' "KI ""od,(] <'iwle .. ' .""",,,1, in Y~E ,lo .. B> 

"-'11111>}',,-i,,,, Cmt'<llhe" 1",,,1od ""rom',,-,io'" t.::," ,'" 
F"r m",.., in/annatian plo .... oantaot 

I'tIby n f'l'1Iby .oa,r ... Dr call +:>7'2 ' -4 2,4 .~';7" 

~",r"1''''''''''-: Jolt" Wilk<; I')'i~": ,II,,,,~ ~o" ,-Shin,,} ,"','-,;> Ii 
'''2ic: U"fJ<\IS"intl, r 'KRi",,. 1"1 loIilo; Do';!!"" )''\I'M: o.,jo Gimp.l; 
,11""<,,, (yon ,Irom To"", ! ionco fro m Z"O ,_. :, 
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