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i. 

ABSTRACT 

This dissertation addresses the issue of ru..:.·ul differentiation 

in the Richtersveld Reserve 1 a Rural Coloured Area in the North­

Western Cape. Rural differentiation is seen as being a function 

of the important but variable relatj_onship between far.ming 

activity and oscillating labour miqration. 

By focusing on two-dif£erant settlements in the Richtersveld -

Kuboes and Ekst.eer!fontein - the variable nc>tu:ce of the -relation-

ship oetweon fa,~ming 2.nd labour TfLl.gration is emphasised, More 

lmporU1.ntly, however, it is ,3.rgucd, on U1e b.:-..sis of statistical 

and other evidence, tJ1at the d:i ££ercntial involvement of people 

domiciled ln the Richb::1x::;veld if\ far.r.,.ing and mJ.lj"Cc:!1t labour 

cannot be accounted for only in ter.rl:3 of the. c,t~V~lopmenl:al 

cycle of umr,2.:;ti,.:: s,:·oups. Si:llr1i.<,~:3 ,.,hich larve c.c.1.keJ1 ~n:.r::h a 

vii:w (Murray, 1976 ,:!:-J<J F:pieqel, 1979) h,:.ve Leen li.rnit:2d by a 

~;hort-t.errn per.s!1~cti ?e wl1ich deals 11ii th sp~r .. i. fie procE:sses at 

the lcr:al level, but -;,,.-:lich ove1.·look(~ processes of l.i.ncaJ. s,~,cL:il 

cbZtnge. 

r1 taking a 1ongtir ti;1i..-:- perspecu.~,e, I ha,,·e souCJht:::. to a1:gu2 ~har. 

the r-el2.tions"i1 i.p 08 twr:f>n f.::i.:c.,•.J.ng end ~;_ ',;i1·a.,1i., l;;,bot::r :!..n tile 

Ri<.:;H•c .... ·sveld has un1..~e:;:,:J':•nE. d dj;·:c:·:-)·1:rd.hl1~ chang2 wr1J.d1 has given 

cise -::o the fc-rnatiO' ·. 0.?. ,;pec:L:C.i.c soci~-1 l cl ,,5.'iCS. 

increasingly ~- -==com<:: C'.0iK: _o t:t~- l.'.ecl i.n th-2 ha.nds of ;;J. few wealthy 

fa:i:Trrer ~, ';thil•.:.1 the n~:;t. c,f :.i1e p,:1_J1.!.laUon h:.:is turned more and 

r.lore to migrant. lt1.bour: zi.s t.heLr .;.;o l e :,8lll".'C~ of jncorne. 

http:9,))?ulati.on
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ii. 

The specific :iature of farming in the Richt,"."sveld today and 

ci1e barriers facing the p~ospective farmer wishing to build up 

his herd, as well as the political strategiP.s of the wealthy 

farmers, are a.11 .see~·l as significa~t elemen·ts in the process of 

rural differ~ntiation in the Richtersveld. I also make some 

attempt to trace the hi.stor:i.cal dev0lopments which might have 

influenced this pattern. I~ particular, I focus on the 

historical development of gr:01.:p id3nti ties ,--:.nd the way i::1 whj_ch 

the consciousnsss associ.::itcd with ttem !!light be seen to have 

given rise to the fc:cm,:i.ti0n of social classes. 

Finally, the pro~(;SS o( .--:·ur'J.l diffr~r2.i7_'._:i.ati.ntl is viewed in terms 

of the specific ~f<WerrLLi:2,it pol i_cy ;._js i. i: pe;:.::ains to Uie Rural 

Colom::,:d A'l:eas ;-~·,1.d it is s u,;ges tGd tho~ the obsei: ve-d t c2nds A1~E.! 

in line with t.h .. · r-n::::.r:.r der..ui;tds for skj J. -!.ed ,ind c?:.-:.-mt··ski l led 

labour .in t.he N,~ .'.'.d~l\,.tl a11d r,;::gion as a whole. 

http:r0.ntJati.nn
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v. 

FIELDWORE 

The fieldwork on t-::-iich this dissert-;:1tim1 i~-; based, wa!= o ::-,.; gun 

in 1976 \·:hen J.: acco1rpcw1ied Profcssc,::--_ r-~at·tin West: on bric: f field 

l:l'."i.ps to the l'.icht:er.sveld. 

c ontv.•~~',- \'i:i '.:.b t:he. !_)eOt)le of- Eksteerifontein. in 1~69 (whil.;t dc-in1:r 

his fiehh•;o1·k .J.n Port NolJotn) and throu<;rh rny associc:1 U.or. wj_ th 

him I waG n~adi ly c.1ccept~ o }.Jy the. i,; cot'f:.mun:i. ty. 

Bet\-1eer1 i~overrJ;er 197b arid J;-~nuary l9Tl r sr,~ n t t,·Jo c:i\L"~ D. b2Jf 

months on my own in F.l~~'-8(•nfontel.t:, dur.1ng whi81) pe,~-Lnd I cc-n-

settlewe:rt:. 

c.Jis.se ): t ;:-,;_tion ~ni.:i tl~d "Fi:rn:iny -Ln ~ ·•: ,o:;t(!c·.!"l.fcnt@.in''. Du~:i.;:g 

the n~:;:t:. b•,o ye,;~s I spi.:mt a fl1rtl J.: C five inon tr. £ in tl--.e: f:i.e1d, 

mo!-;tly L1 the ct.bsr f:'ett le.me nt.s .i.n :.:1r.::: Reserve. 

Although I fo~u.::;(:d upon i:he settlc.rri€·nts of ru!)oe.s a.1:d E~ste(~n­

fontein (.:,,:'mi;-iist.c:r.i::.g a qt;cstionr..aire to ~tpproxima.tcl:"t 4.0 pc:r 

cent of tne household.:; in these t\.;o comrnuni ties} I also spent 

short p:..rjods ir- Le ki:"=rsin<J ancJ. Sr:ndd::-i.f. In Lekke3~.sing (the 

administrati vc capital 0£ the Reserve) I was a.ble to consult 

i:"lany o f the Manage~nent Board's records and ha.ve recourse to 

much of the correspondence whj_ch look place between the .Super­

intende nt of the Reserve an<l various govenn,1ent de~HlJ:tments 

during the past thirty years. 

Dud. ng the periods in which I visited the are.a on my own, it 

was possible to live in, or jus t on the outskirts of, the 

various comrnuni tit)S wi t.h the except.i.on of Sanddr:i.f (the smallest 

http:corresponden.ce
http:o�U').sr
http:rnont.hs
http:J:.�;.od
http:iJccept.ed
http:associaU.or
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of thP £om sett7-ern.enU;) , to whict1 I i'L:2.d,:: .:. fc•.-, brief 

excurs:i.ons. In Ekst.een.fonte:i.n I li\'ec. in n tent. 01: caravar., 

while I W«f:· v✓ j.llingly c..,ffert:d t!)c use of th~? vacant r,octo:ry 

in I<nbo?b. 

\-Jilh t.1,2 g1ea.test f:ri•:!nd:=.;hip ZLC\O hoq.'1 .. taJlty by th1;~ various 

sectiorj~ of tJ,2 Reserve pcpulatJ.on. 

Sii1ce Af r:\.ka.21.ns is my mo'. her .tongu1; an,::1. bec2use 8.ll the pet.;;::,le 

ir. the Richtersvela can s~cak it :.,:elat.i.vcJy fluently, I f01.L'ld 

rto di f ficu: ty in cuITJr1uuicatj_ng '.d. th infor1:1.an ts. 'The f. 3C't 

that I am 2; \-v;ite Af:cikancr did, howev2r, gi.Ve :rise to CE!rtajJi 

prob) ems. ME•r>y of the mig:ran t wo:.c1~e.rs in.i. ti ally v.::..cv,~d my 

presE.:nce with a certain ainoun t. cf s :.,spie:icm and, en ccl'.·t.ain 

occ,1sions 1 open hosU.lity was exp:rcGsed. In thcd :c ~on tact 

with outs:i.d<?r'.:. ·the peupJ e of the F,:-1,;2:.:·ve .1-,.:~ve deve:lopec), 2. 

sterectype of ~llii~e Afrik~ncrs which is, to s~y the least, not 

very favourable. 

The ma.in problem which 1 encountered, however, ..ras that I 

inadvertently found my$~lf associating too much with the office 

bearers and Wf;•ll-to-do 1r:.ember::. of the population (schoo} L,;nchers, 

board mernbersr wealthy farmers, etc). Fortunately I soon became 

aware of this bi.as (in no small measure ow:i.ng to the fact that 

people who were not in these categories openly pointed it out 

to me) and consciously tried to avoid it. But it is interesting 

to note that. -this was a problem which I encountered only in 

Eksteenfcntein (where, as I wil 1 a' .. ~ .. :m;it to demons tr ate, there 

are clearly defined c:...ass divisionr,) a!1.d not in Kuboes. 
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2. 

In all rural situations where the 9opulation increases and land 

becomes scarce, two diverge,1t t:cend,:; or pat.terns might be observe d . 

Firstly, there might be a rapid process of differentiation whereby 

some farmers are able to inc.rease their effective access to limd, 

thereby allowing the.rn to remZtiri in the rural arens, while others 

become di~:po~.sessed ana arc forced to seek worl~ in the inch:;:s-tr.i.a.l 

centres. Secondly, tr.ere might be a si tuution w!,en~ mc-3t 

individuals n-.anage to retain an iY1te1est in thG iend and in farr1i ng 

but, since the incoi1:i:c derived from thc.i.r farming acbv:ity is 

in.sufficient for their subsistence. needs, they c,xe f.0rced to 5e,'J.k 

intermittent ernploym2nt elsewhere. 

oscillating wigrant workers. 

In other wo.rcJ.s.. they becornr.:: 

In those areis of South Africa t._ihere l.c1nd was inc1ividnally owned 

the process cf dispossc1ssion was, from the indi.vi6ua.l 's point of 

view, a very rapid one, This process, which was particularly 

prevalent during the 1920's and 1930's, cansed many people to 

migrate permznently to the ci lies, whiJ.e those who remained in the 

rural areas were able to increase their land ownership. 'I·he ra.pidl 

dichotomization of the populatj on into !<farmers" 0!1 the one hand 

and "urban migrants" on the other, meant that the notion of 

"oscillating migrant" was of little, if any, signi ficari.ce in these 

particular situations. 

In sharp contrast to this, the circumstances of rural areas where 

more 1'communz.l" systems of land tenure existed, did not give rise 

to such a neat twofold categ·ori zation. It was therefore in such 

situations that the category of "0!:",ci llating migrant workers" 

became important. Of course, even here some people did migrate 

permanently to the cities, but oscillating labour migration has 

nevertheless persisted for well over a century and is, if anything, 

still increasing. 



The study of migrant labour and the process of rural differentiation 

ha;;;, in the past, beer. studied from a partial viewpoint - "either 

from the rural end ur from the urban end" {Houghton, 1960: 179). 

Although the shortcomings inherent in such approaches h~ve been 

overcome, ther~ is still a tendency to view these phenomena from 

either a micro or macro pe1·spective; and the few attempts to 

integrate the two perspectives have offered significant il.dvances in 

our under~:;tanc.iing of them -(see, for exanipl~, Murray, 1976 and 

Spiegel, 19 79) . 

In a recent study 0£ rural underdevelopment, The Roots of Rural 

Poverty, the ~utbors have focused attention on the developing 

nationnl Cflpi taJ.is t economy and its impact t'pon rural deve.lcp,nen t 

(Paln~er c1nd J:'liu-~_;ons, 1977). They drgue that, where peasant 

agd.cul ture i.r. Centt."al and Southern l\frica j s ~:oday "backw::1..Td" and 

"u1iecor.ornic", it ha~ been rn~de so th:ro1.1gl1 a ocmor,str:!.blE, cconcmj.G 

p:cocess, wl,:i.le c;:i.pi·~aJ.ist a~fr.Lcultu.cc :-..s 1'p:,:ogressive" ~1:.d 

power. 

cont1.:i~>utors, as well cJ.S the).,: heavy :.e .1~.a.nc.e on a:rchival sources, 

has meant that they hav~ tcnd~d tc ovcrlock, to a lars~ extent, 

::h.e di£i:er.er..ces whi·::h e:ci .. st within c0r :..:a.i.n ·fea:;ant socteti.es. In 

http:societi.es
http:backw3.rd
http:developi.ng
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have a different significance in the broader economy (Rru1qer, 

197 8} • 

This thesis attempts to focus on migrant labour and the. process 

of rural diffe~entiation at the local level. This is not to 

say that I am denying the import~n t irnpac t. of the broader p.::>li ti cal 1 

economy up.)n the ru.r.s.1 a~eas. It is simply hoped that an 

anthropological 2;.proach, with 5 .. i:--: rnet:hod of participant 

observation, will allow J further contribution to be made to 

this stucy. 

"Fieldwork is perhaps the only way of rnakin1 systernat.i.c 

sense of the Af:ric:an side of the lf!ultiple "ir;tenr1edi.:., :.:.e" 

positior.s between peasant and proletarian, and especi~1ly 

the :.~onsciousness .:1s~ocic1teu wl tr: tl1em" (Ei:l.ng!a'I, 19 78 ~ 

11 7) . 

Fieldwo::-}: for this study wu.s undertuken in the Richtersveld 

Rural Coloured AJ~ea in ' :he magiste,:ial district of Namaquala.r.d . 

. Before riroceeding, however, it is ncces::=;2,:cy to provide sorr.,: back­

ground information about the Rural Coloured A:re~,s and Namaqualar.d, 

After this I give a synopsis of the Richtersvald Rural Colou~ed 

Area its elf. 



5. 

a} The Rural Coloured Areas 

The one point concerning the so-called "Coloured'' pecp].e al:):>-..it 

wh.ich the~e is general agreernent, is that this legally defined 

category does not constitute a homogeneous social group (s2e 

Marais, 19 39 ~ Patterson, 195 3; Carstens, 1966; West, 19 7 1. and 

Sharp, 1977). 1 'l'hey art.,., as West has pointed out. , "a r.:dtQgory 

{of people) created by the Popi.ilati.on rtesi.stration Act (No. 30 of 

1950)" (1971:9). Prior to J.9 50 tl·,.e term "colo~red" was in <:.very-

day use to denote "people. of colour" 01· "people of r:1.i.:i-~ed origin'' 

in order to cistir.guish them from "pure" Caucasoids on the one 

hand and Neg.raids on the other. Ho,.,,eve r., this ca.tego:r-i ;,;4 tion, 

like all popular categorizations, had little objective vali~ity. 

Not only because of the lack of clear boundaries which distin-

guished the "coloureds" ei thc.:t fro,,, t.he "whites" or from tri2 

"Natives", 2 cut also becau~ie thi:::. Ct.1.teuory w~s clearly st::.bdivided 

within itself. Nonet.lrnless, t.he 1.-opular conception of -the term, 

before 19 50, was used primarily in a descriptive con '.:ex~~, where a£ 

the Population Registration Act specifically sought to ,;ive a 

legal status to this amorphous category of people and, i~ order. 

to achieve this end, it tried to define exact boundaries between 

this and other categories. 3 

Before 1950 the bound<".ries bet.we.en "white" and "colouri:d" were 

open to a certain amount of negotiation or manipulation and it 

was quite clear that no clear-cut divisions existed. 

11 In view of the extent to which both physical and cultural 

integr~tion occurred between the Boer (Dutch) settlers and 

the ~nciigenous Khoi-Khoi in the past of Namaqualand, I 

sugest that it is le~itimate to regard all of the area's 
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inhabitants, from the mid-19th Century onwards, as comprisin·:: 

a s:i.ngle cultural anc phys.i..cill con tim:wn which, t,1-k.eT' on its 

own terms, has rnani fes ted no obvious a2.·eas of discontinuity" 

{Shar~, 1977 :16) 

The cultural "superiority" and the preferential treatment c,f those 

at the Boer end of the continuum ·· not surprisingly - led to a 

situation where those who were not "p'J.re ·white" imbibed the stereo 

types of the colonists regarding the I<hoikhoi and therefo1:e 5ought 

to emphasise their dj_ f ference from the lc:.tt:cr and similari. ly to 

the former. These people began to be ref2rred to as "Ba.sters" in 

order to distingnl.sh them from other "coloureds". 

saw themselv€.5, Dnd were generally seen by others, Z!S beinc 

different from both the "whites" a~d the "colou::.·eds". It is 

likely, however, that the term implied "claGs", as well as l.·ucial 

di f fe rcnce . In other words, the poorer sections of the "whi t.3s" 

as well as the more wealthy "colour8ds" were inclu~ed _.;_n tl:is 

category. 

Many Basters could and did become iCCCpted as "whites", while 

many 11 whites" continued to marry into the various Baster 

corrmunities until the l950's. The "Apartheid'' era 1 hov;ever, 

ushered in a new system and the Busters like all other "coloureds" 

came to be unambiguously classified as Coloureds, with all the 

accompanying legal implications, 

In 1975 the estimated size of ti1e Coloured population was 2 1 43 

million, which comprised approximately nine per cent of the total 

population of South Afr.ica, Of this 2,43 million, approximately 

75 per cEr,.: lived in the urban areas, while slightly more than 

20 per cent lived on white-owned farms as employees of the fanners. 



The remainder, a mere 2 ,9 pe:r cent, livt~a in what, are commonly 

referred to as "Coloured Rese:rves" or '· nu;:9,l C0loured JI.reels''. In 

1975 the total population of these Reserves was~- 58 252. 

constituted not more than 9,6 per cent of the total Coloure( 

rural popuJ,~tlon and some 0,214 p2r cent of the total po~ulation 

of South Airica. 4 

There cire et present. 23 Rural Colo·_1red Arens or C0lo1..n:2d - . 
Reserves .in South Africa which ccv~r o. tct.a,l a:i:ea of so,nc 

1 717 5 31 hect;,res. 

district I viz. Ricbter.S\i(.' ld, Ste inl-:.opf, !,eJ :i.Ec.fc,ntein, Cc1nc0:.:dia, 

Komaggas and Pella. They are six of th2 .:-:8-,10.,1 Ltrgest Coloured 

Reserves w,:._ th a total area of 1 210 201 hect.a:ec:-; ( ·70 per cc1,t o F 

the area of all the Re:;erves) . Neverthe l ess; the-ir total 

population is 23 400 (4C p<~~~ cent of th:=, popul;:,Uc,n of c:11 

Reserves) • 

- The Rural Coloured Areas, as the naroe irii.pJ.ie£;, ur.e rese::i:-vev for 

the Coloured popt~lation. Most of these Re3erves had their origin ~ 

as mission stations of the London Missionary Society and tJe:,s J.eyan 

Church. The establ:i.shment of mission stations provided the 

Basters and Khoj_khoi with an effective safeguard against the 

encroaching Boers, and this seems to have been the motive which 

was more strongly felt than the mere need for. a spiritual leader. 

Formal recognition was given to these mission stations b:,• th-= 

government of the Cape Colony by way of "ticket::;- of occupation" 

which gave the members some form of guarantee of permanent 

occupation of the areas a.round the .stations. 

A syRtem of government developed in all these mission stations 



8. 

whereby a r2ad (council) of elected or appointed members of the 

co1cmuni ty, under the chairmanship of the missionary, was 

establishea. In c .. : Jer to relieve the missionary societies of 

sec· .. ,lar administration and (at least ostens:;..bly) to grant a 

measure of local government ot the arc us, the Mission Stations 

and Communal Reserves Act {No.29 of 1909 (Cape)) provided for 

the separation of secular and church administration by replacing 

the conn<~ils ;•1i th Advisory or Management Boards. However, the 

enfo.rc~ment of t.his Act merely served to :restrict the relative 

a 1.1tonorny in lccal a.'.:fain, (Ca.rstens, 1966:J.7}. InitialJy the 

district r,v.1gistrates ,:;on trolled the ac.m,i.ni5t:cation of the Re::;E:rvcs, 

but in 195 2 th., Department of Coloured Affairs tool.:. over this 

function. F.i.nully, thG ~Ur.al Colour:e.d Arev.s Act (No.24 of 1?63) 

w21s introducA<l .;1.ntl in 1SG9 th~ Adrninistraticn of Colot~red Af.faJ.rs 

tcGi< ow~r frorr. th2 2,;.pa:i:tment. of Coloured Ai:f airs. 

'1'.\-.e provisi0ris of tl-i.is 1.:.tttcr I\r.t ar.d ·the motives behind its 

i1~trc.,c.1.1.ctior1 cJ.e ... -:._;_·ly derno1'.strated a nc,;• po}.~,cy towards the 

I therefor€" ql\ote at. 

sot11P. :i.Ength ti.om thec:: Theron CoP.•!rr.:.ssion 's summary of its provis:i_ons: 

"Th~ Act .•.•. ~•rov5.des fo:c U~e. plar:n:i.'.lg, clu-:;.siflccttion. ann. 

di vision cf each .:i_ rca wi t:.h due regard to local circumstances, 

the ca...-1c,:=llation of e;ci.sting rights} \.J'here necessary, and 

tr._e real loc::!timl of .l~r.c~ 1.:ights, t.o p,·ovide for: re::.:it~C'l"'i:icil 

ar8uS j ;-, acco:rd~n(:0. with tt)wn-plan~ir,r:r sta~lcl.ar_·ds; ,-;;. town 

co:m.,oru11_ e for c~.1J•r:9inq nnd £0r the ex2ansj_cn of the 

resi..denLi:11 a:r:ca and, -~f and so lc::-:iq us it may be avaU.able 

for the rucpose, a.s grazinq for ani,~a:.z of O<.:Cl1pi.e1-s of ervcn ;· 

areas £Cir u.ff.,·c<:'s-::2-t.1· en ,,.-L~ ""'r.· c..o .... ·ui' -'-,hl _•.-.1 • ~ ,, .!1 __ K '~~- e p~rpo~cs; -

agriculti..:.r<-11 a:::-ca, s 1.mc:!\.v.Ldec1 into Lots of such site, .St\,:tpr~ 
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and situation as the Minister r.iay determine, and an oute:c 

com.1'LOnage, being the remaining extent of the c.n~a for- the 

exclusive use in the presc~ibe.d manner of bona £ide farm,<}r:. 

This leqislation there fore e:·;tablished the organization 

ana mea:.'ls for the Government to assist with the s tabi liz ation 

repr.oclamation and profitable utilization of the land, ?.s 

well as better socio-economic organization and development 

between town-dwellers on the one band and bona fide f ar,,,crs 

on tl,e other and mi'il-'~inq appropriate provision for each of 

the two groups 11 {Theron Commission, 1976 :145). 

Today the political focal point of the 1::~servcs is tr,e Manaspment 

Board, which consists of a number of repres2ntatives e1.ected from 

and by the Reserve co1ni."uni ty, as well as three rnembe:i:s appoj_r.t~d 

by the Mjnister - one of whom is rE;;Corn.rnend.ed. by tbe local chu:r:d.: 

uody. Ei:JdL Reserve also has a Soperintend~nt {a public: servant) 

who acts as chairman of the l3oa:rd (but who has no voting r.tgllts) 

and is fully responsible for the administration of the area .. 

From the point of view of the inhabitants of the Reserves, the 

powers of the Boards are similar to those of village management 

boards in South Africa. That is to say, they have the ~ight '::.o 

levy rates and see to the provision of essential services. In 

addition to this, the Boards also have substantial control over 

farming activities within the Reserves - especially insofar as 

they have the finance available, from the Coloured Development 

Corporation, to drill boreholes and erect wind-pwnps, to erect 

and repair fences, and to implement new "development .. schemes 

proposed by the Aaministration of Coloured Affairs. 

http:r8colTLmeno.ed
http:elect.ed
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b) Namaqualand. 

Namaqualar1d is the vast geographic,-,.] and magisterial district 

situated in ci1e north-western corner of the C~pe Province. The 

Orange River forms the northern border and the Atlantic Ocean 

the western. On the east it bord~rs on the districts of Kenhardt 

und Ci<lvinia, with the Vanrhynsdorp district on the soul:h. 

In many w~ys :>Jarnilqualand is a ro:thf:r special district. Firstly, 

it is probablJ the most isolated region of our country as is 

evidenced by the title of Kotze 1 s book ~l~makwala.nd - h 

f>osiologiese Studie v ~n n C-e i:soleen~i::, C~emeenskap (19 4 3) , Thin,~.s 

have not changed much in this ~ega:n.l sj ~ice 194 3 -- with the 

exception thu~ there are now two tarred roadsr one from Bitterfon ­

tein to Vioolsdri£ (completed in the late 1960 1 s) and the other 

from Steir.J::.opf to Port Nolloth (completed in 1978). Th~ nearest 

rail link is s ti 11 at B.i. tter fon tein, some 180 km from Sp:::-.in~bck 

(see Map 1). "The tn.~e Narnaqualander", writes Carstens, '' is 

still inclined to regard his distt:ct as an independent country 

and looks upor1 all strangers and immigrants as foreigners" ( 1966: 

15), while as late as 1943 it was reported that 93,3 per cent of 

the population of Namaqualand were born in the district and 2,8 

per cent j_n t;,e areas immediately surrounding it (Kotze 1 19 4 3: 56) . 

Secondly, it !las the lowest annual rainfall and lowest population 

density ~f any area in South Africa (with the possible exception 

of the Cape north of the Orange River). 'l'he aver age rainfall 

per annum varies considerably within the area, but few places 

receive n•i ,re than 150 mm. 5 Closely related to t.his is the low 

population density. The total population of Namaqualand is 
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estimated at 1ust under 56 000, of which 23 0G0 (or 43 per r.ent) 

are Coloured, whU.e the total a:rP.a i.s 4 800 000 ht?cta:n,s. This 

gives a den:::ity of just less than lrl6 pctson.s per sqnarc 

kilometer. '!'he low .1:ain.f3.ll, together \.;ith very r.~vcre c·-:oughts, 

(which, it is clzi.im~d, corne in e .::..12ven-year eye les) makes th0- ax-ea 

only margi~,al ly suited to a.ny type of sedGntary farming on ,1 

perm=::.nent bas is and, notwithstc,nding the low population density, 

th~re is qeneral ·~grecn~nt thal virlually the whole ot Nnmaqual a~~ 

suffers fr,)rn severe over-e.xploJ.ttJtion of tile veld. However, 

whereas sheep and goat fa:r.-mj_ng has had limi.ted succ(}SS, virtually 

the whole area. is cminen tly unsui 1:ecl (wi L·h one or two n.otab JP. 

except.ions, such as the irr:i.9ated far.ms on the banks of the Gr.qnse 

River) to cultivatJ.on, since thi.:a; is ~ntlr9ly re:1.L:.mL upon t.he 

spor~dic rainfall of the region. 

And thirdly, on the positive side, Nama.quc1land ir; ia;:nous f0r .it.s 

flow9rs and rich mineral deposits. Wnereas the flowers - Hh.5-ch 

make a brief, but glorious appearance after the win~er rain~ -

are of no social consequence, the mineral deposits are. In fact, 

the history of Namaqualand is, to a large extent, synonymous with 

the history of the copper industry in that area. Today, of course 

the diamond diggings at the mouth of the Or~nge River, at Kleinse2 

anu. Sendelingsdrif have simply emphc:zsised the fact that 

Namaqualand's wealth and potential lies beneath the ground. The 

mines are the largest employers of labour in the area, while 

nearly all other employment - with the exception of that connected 

with farming - can be said to stem indirectly from mining activity. 
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c) The Richtersveld. 6 

The Richtersveld Rm:al Colou·ced Arc.:o. is 3it:uated in the most 

north-west~rn corner of the CapE: Pt·ovinc.:e, just sot:.th of the 

◊'l.-ange River. It covers an ;;,.;:ea 0f 513 919 1 2 he c tares, n:a.ki!"lg 

it the largest of all the Reserves. In addi t ion to this, the 

relatively low population of 2 700 give~ it tr..e lmJest density 

of all the Reserves -· less than one person per tt-,o sqtw.re 

kimometers (see Table 1.1}. 

Table 1.1: Ponulat.ion density of f i ve:: Nan\aquala.nd Reserves. 

Richt:e:1;svo ld 

Steinkopf 

Leliefontein 

Koniagga.s 

Concordia 

Area 

(hectan~s) 

513 919 

329 301 

192 791 

62 603 

63 383 

Population 

2 700 

s 375 

5 474 
.. 091 J 

t,, 300 

Population 

dens:!. t.y 
(he ct l, res 
per person) 

190 I 3 4 

61;65 

3S,2l 

20, 2 5 

1-1 , 7 4 

Vegetation i~ this semi-desert region is of thre~ types, 

Succulent Karroo I Namaqualan<l Broken Veld, and Western Mountain 

Karroo. The average rainfall is less than 140 rn.rn per year, witl1 

a very poor distribution, For example, during some years it 

exc~eds 240 mm, while in others it is less than 20 mm. For the 

most part humans and animals are dependent upon the sub-terranean 

water sources. In addition, most of the terrain is ve~y 

mountainous and rocky, so that cultivation holds no p:cospects 

whatsoever. 

The main economic activity in the Reserve is sheep and g~at 

farming, since all attempts at grain cultivation ceased in the 

1960 1 s. Unlike the other Namaqualand R~serves, there is thus 
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no allocation of plots of land to individuals and the whole area 

is open for ccm.11.unal pasturage. 7 Opportunities for wac;e-labour 

employment in the r,lchtersveld are very limited. 'l'here are 

officials of the Management Board, teachers ~nd a few other pests. 

Individual enterprise, other than farming, is limited tc shop­

keeping, building, general repair work, water carrying and wood­

collect.ing. 

The roads in the Reserve are extrerr.<:!ly bad and 9ene:rally unsuj.t-

able for ordinary ffil)to:,:- cars. J\fter hc-;avy rains (which fortunate l :.i' 

are ::::are) it is gene:ca11y impossible for vehicles to enter or 

leave the arec>. until the roads have been r.-epaired. Tr.i;:! re i. s no 

public transport whatsoever and the hv .. 1sehoJ ds wh.i..ch <lo not own 

vehicles are therefore ~ntirAly relinnt on the f:ew that <lo, 

Ther.c arc fonr 1<1ain se t:tlerr ... ~n ts er v.::.llagl'!s in the Richtersve l d, 

each with its own school, church a~d shop.s 'l'hese 2.re KaboGs, 

F.ksteenfontz:in, L~:k'.~ersing ( th~ ~droinist:cative centre) and 

Sandd:i:-if. '!'h2 popl.lation of e;.ch •.)f U1ese villa<~fe!; .ls set out 

in Ta.tle 1.2 bcl-:M. 

(see Map TI), bnt for nll pract:i.c;-,l purposes thi!:: 'i:c1.J.ls outside 

the Reserv0's borde~s. 9 This patt~rn is 1iffer2nt from that 

iound in the wch-'::r Vc::maqi.:aii.lnd Rese:cves, tr/:lcre there is gcnc;:,1].J.y 

only cne main ~ettlem~nt ~nd a few hamlets (with~~t churches, 

Q,_ i t.e obvious Ly th i.s 

ti1.:-::n~fore the .·::i_c; tancx~s bel;,•t;:cn the scttl2rr,<=;1·,ts, but the G:-d.st.en..:e 

of the ::01,r SP'.,: U :,n:8nts is also sywpto:-natj c of cert.1.:l,1 histo,~ical 
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Table 1,2: Population of main settlements in the Richter3ve].d.w 

Village ~opulation 

Kubces 945 

Lekkersing 

Eksteenfontein 

Sanddri f 

Total 

644 

546 

35 7 

2 541 

Hoernle reported that in 1912 Kuboes we--:. the only noteworthy 

settlement in the Richt8rsveld (1913:6). "This community," 

she tells us, 11 ccnsist.ing · in all of between two and three hi.mG:-r:d 

souls, is a roixedone (i.e. ~ottentot5 5n~ nastards) ..... The two 

peoples are rr.ixing far more rapid1y than U-icy hav~ hitherto done 

and, in a few years' time, the real old Hottentots will disappear 

here as they have alre;:-_;_oy done f1.1rther sou.th" (ibid : 7-BJ. 

It was also in Kuboes that the first mission station out.pest. was 

established by Frederik Hein in 1851 (Strassberger, 1969:71) and 

where the first church was built in 1893, which remil.ineu. the only 

one in the Richtersveld until the 1950 1 s. 

In the early 1940' s Kaptein Paul L.i.nl-::s, 11 the chi,-=f reprcsentati ve 

of what was at that time an Advisory Board, decic.ea to move from 

Kuboes to Lekkersing. This move saw the beginning of Lekkersing 

as an important settlement in the Reserve. More importantJ_y, 

however, it caused a rift between che people of the north and 

the south. Since Links took the "head office" of the Board with 

him to Lekkersing, many people of Kuboes felt that they had been 

forsaken by the Board and ceased to take an active interest in 

its affairs. It was also commonly felt that Lekkersing had 

11 stolen" the Board and this fee ling resulted in a certain ct110W1t 

http:corrum.mi
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of animosity between the residents of the two settleme-nts. 

This situc..tion was aggrevated in 1949 by t.he movement ir~to the 

Reserve (having been accepted by the Board) of more than 300 

Basters fr.om. the Boesm2nland areZ<. Most of these Baste~-s 

eventually ~ cd:.tled in Sti nkfon tei.n ( J.a.ter to become EJ-:stecn­

fontein) ind appeared, f1:om the point of view of the Ku.boen­

naars I to te joining forces with e1e people of J.er:::kers:i.n~. 

Sanddrif f al J.s into a dt fferent Cc...tegory, and in many ways can 

be s0en as a "haml2t" of Ku.bees, In 1965 c"liamo~a mining wa.s 

undertaken on a relatively large scale in the aren, 3nd the 

e,~ntual r~Fr.j_ng of a school encouraged many people to settJ.e 

therf' pen. anE:n tJ.y. This ;nine was closed in 1974, but most c;f 

the people wto had settled thera, decided to stay. Today 

Sanddrif is ~ crnerally regarded as oi!rt of Kuboes, ~ince most of 

its residents were born there, 

The divi!::,j ons wh.i..ch have been brou·~ht about as a result of "l:hese 

events will be discussed more fully in t:.h2 hody of this thesis; 

at this stage it suffices to rnent.ion that the Richtcrsveld AS 

a whole does not display the same sense of "comrnw1ity" as was 

reported by Sharp (1966) for Komaggas and Concordia. 

Although the first missionary had begtm work in the Richtersveld 

in 1851, he left the area in 1862 and returned only some twenty 

years later. It is also important to mention that this 

missionary, rrederik Hein, was himself a "coloured", lll1like rr.ost 

other missionaries who were from Europe, and probably more under-

standing of the ways of the local populations.~ Also, he was 

unwilling or unable to coax the inhabitar..ts of the area into grain 

http:LeKkers:i.ng
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cultivation (as was the case in the other Narnaq~ala..nd Res~rves). 

This meant that Hein experienced great difficulty in qetti!·,g the 

people to settle perma:r.ently in Kuboes, since they were stjll 

inclined to move around with their heras of sheep and goats. 

After Hein' s death, his son, who had married a member of the 

comrnuni ty, took over this work. However, he was not ordained 

as a minister and lost nearly all contact with the Rhenish 

Mission Society.· It. can thus be seen that missionary presence 

in the RjchtcrsveJ.d wus much more sporadic and much weaker than 

in the other Reserv2s ,_ The people h~d never been introduced to 

the notion of a ccuncil which <.:ouJ.d t.::.ke decisions affecting 

secular activities. In addj t-.ion, tl·e population sow no ne:eJ. 

to restrict outsiders ±ro:m entering tb2 area. Consequently, 

when the Mission Stations and Coromunal Reserves Act (no.24 of 

1909) was passed, the peopJ.e were unwi lli ns to accP.pt it. Th£ 

council (such as there vas) theref0re remained an Advisory Board 

until 195 7 when the Act was accepted and a Management Boa:n'J •,.;as 

established. 'i'oday this Board co;,sists of twelve members, four 

from Kuboes, Eksteenfontein and Lekr:.e rsing respectively. It 

meets once a month at Lekk:ersing, where the administrative offic~s 

are situated. 

Officially, not all residents of the Richtcrsveld are classified 

in the sarre category. :firstly, all household heads are class-

ified as_ "Occupiers". All occupiers ,;..rho have permanent residence 

rights are classified as "Registered Cccupi€rs" and, as such, 

are allowed to become and vote for merrbers of the Management 

Board. •::hose household heads who do not have permanent residence 

rights are classified 2s "Non-registered Occupiers'', but enjoy 

j 
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all the same privileges as Registe~ed Occupiers, with the 

exception that they cannot take part in the Board's activi.ties. 

very little tl1ex:efore separates these two categories, especi~,11y 

in view of the fact that there has been only one case (to the 

best of my kr..owlcdge) where Non-registered Occupiers have. lost 

their residence rights. There is also a special category of 

"Bonr.1 fide fo.rmers" who a.:r.e defined as stock-ow:iers whose sole 

means of support derives from the:i.r farming activity. Here too 

there seerr.s to be little validity .i..n this classification, since 

it only considers the income of the householc1 head and entire l y 

ignores the possible sources of inc0rne from the other rnern})cr:, of 

the household. Also, there seems tc be ~~ry little co~relat~0n 

between herd size and classificr1tilm as a 1
' Bona tide fz.rrner". 

For ex.ample, there are two very large stocJ-:.-owners who m,·n st,op•:,. 

and are therefore automatically excluded from this category, 1.-1hiie 

other stock-owners with less than 100 heaJ (see case 17, Teble 

2.3) are classified thus. 

Although all the people in the Rese:r.ve are of mixed descent, it 

is possible to distinguish between the predominantly Nama-speaking 

"Boorlinge" who have r,,ostly lived in the ere a for many generations 

and the Afrikaans-speaking "Kommers" who f:!ntered the Richters veld 

aftar 1949. Although "Boorling" (i ,e, native} and "Kommer 1
' 

(i.e. those who have corne in) are <;he terms which these r.ategories 

prefer when referring to themselves I the "Boorlinge" generally 

refer to the "Kommers" as "halfnaatjies" (i.e. half-castes} and 

are themselves referred to as 11 Namr1s 11
• 

13 

Even though one could point to certain cultural differences 
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between these two categories (for example, most of the Boorling~ 

still have Nama as their first language and still live in the 

traditional 'matjieshuise'' (mat houset, there is actually very 

little, at this level, which separates them. They all c2n 

speak Afrikaans, 1
" they all belong to the Christian church e:11d 

most of the members of both categories (cspecj_ally the youLger 

generation) have h~d at least four yea~s of schooling. 

Most people in the Reserve a:i:-e poo:: by Eurcpevn standards, but 

their life-styles can be described as "simple" rather than 

"poverty--stricken". The trc?ditional "matjieshuis" is still the 

most corunon dwelling-structure, although there is today n 1apid 

move to ccrrugated-iron and brick houses. The residential units 

in the villages are widely dispersed, but this pattern is 2lso 

undergoing rapid change as a result of the introduction of town­

planning &ch~mes. None of the houses has runninq water~ or 

electrici t_y and rr.ost households still do their cooking over <:1.P. 

open fire _i_n the traditional "kookskerm 11 (cooking she.l ter}. 

Telephones were introduced to the Reserve for the first time in 

1977 and today there are 14 telephones in Eksteenfontein and 12 

in Lekkersing. Most of the households own at least one radio 

and record-player, while a surprisingly high proportion have hi­

fi sets, since they have become an important status symbol in 

the Reser~e. Gas and paraffin stoves, refrigerators and motor 

vehi.cles .however, remain the privilege of the well-to-do. 

This brings us to what is perhaps the most striking feature of 

life in 'tbe Richtersveld: the extremes in economic wealth and 

poverty found within the population. In order to oemonstrate 
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this, I wish to look at two specjfic households which, although 

at different ends of the scale, nonetheless are representative 

of tbe very wide variation 1n economic welfare. 

Case 1.1: David Volmoer lives with his wife and nine children 
in a five-roomed brick house. David is the only bread-winner in 
the family, since his one son who ~as finished school hDS r,ot 
yet gone cut to work. All his children are well-fed and well­
clothed and r.'= claims that his financial position is s trcng 
enough for hirn to allow all of them to study at least to Std.10. 
His wife does the cooking on a gas stove and they also have a 
paraffin refrigeratoL He runs c1 modern "bakkie" ( light pick­
up truck) which he trades in·for a new one every three years and 
his son runs a second-hand station-wagon. 

Case 1.2: Jakob Rooi (who, like David Volmoer, is in nis late 
40 1 s) lives with his wife and four young children in an un­
partitioned "Matjieshuis". A small paraffin stove is the only 
rr-,ode rn convenience which they own, but ev~n this is not very 
often usecl, cwing to the very high price of fuel. Even \2flder 
thesP. conci t_ions, he finds di ff.icul ty in making ends meet ;:,_nd, 
although they eat relatively well, the worn and patched clothes 
of this whole family bear evidence of the severe econo~ic h2.r:·d­
ship which they obviously endure. 

These two cases have been selected not rn1ly because they demon­

strate th~ extrem2s in economic welfare of different households, 

but also because certain variables which are nonnally associated 

with these differences are constant. For P-xample, age, the 

number of economically active members, and (most j_rr.portant) the 

source of income are the same. Both Jakob and David are full-

time farmers and neither of them rely on wage-labour earnings. 

Not all households depend exclusively (as do these two cases) 

on income derived from farming. There is a substantial 

proportion of the adult males in the Reserve who seek employment 

outside. Migrant labour has been a fact of life for most of 

the adult males since the 1920's, •~hen job opportunities were 

created with the O?ening of the mines at the mouth of the Orange 

River and elsewhere. It is, however, of variable significance 
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to different households. Some households (like the two caseR 

above) have no direct involvement in migrant labour; others 

are exclusively wage-laIJou.c e~rners, while the remai.rn''.er ecl.rn ctn 

income from both farrni ng and migrant labour remi tL:mces. 

It can be seen that the:?:"e are signL:f.icant contrasts in the 

Richtersveld •.·li th respect to the mode of l.i velihood of differ.:=.:nt 

households,. S0rne households arc Gnti:cely dependent -..1pon migrant 

labour; some~ arc entirely <lepende:nt upon farming; while othex::: 

are involved in both types of activity. In audition to this, 

the types of farming vary significantly. These range from 

farmers who are employers of labour; to those who are noraadic 

ra~toralist!'. anrl P.VP.n 1·.od0y c:1osel:7 ,·r->s@rnhle the r:hoikhoi 

tradition. At the same time, the number of stock owned per 

household alf;O va:r.ies greatly. Miny house~oltls own no stock, 

while sor.,e own more than one thou.,,;and. \n order to bring out 

these contra5ts I have purposely selected the two villages which 

appear, at the overt level at least, to exemplify thc.se diJ'fer.cr,ce s 

In other words, Kuboes represents the "backward" settlement \·!here 

traditional farming methods are prc\cticed and where there is sub-· 

stantial dependence on Wc.ige-labour earnings, while Ekstecnfont.f=in 

is the more ''progressive" of the two communities with, at least 

ostensibly, a lower reliance on migrant labour. 

http:remai.nc'.er
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d) Farming, migrant labour and rural differentiation. 

It has been said that peopJ.c :i.n bolh the Bl_ack and Coloured 

ru:cal areas feel themselves to be trud1tionally involved in 

farming {Spie<]el, 19 79: 9-10 and Ca:.:stens, 1966; 46) , It :ts 

also obvious that migrant labour h~s existed foy considerable 

pedods of time. One must therefore take account of the fact 

thc:it the economy of these areas involves both farming (i.e. 

pastoralis:n and/or cultivation) as well as independent wags­

labour. At this level there is a strc~g analogy between the 

Black Homelm1ds and the Coloured Reserves 1 bnt a detaileo study 

of the existJng material suggests that, although the relatio~sh i p 

between farming ~n~ migrant labour is important, it is no~ethe-

less a vari~ble one. This is especially true if one contrasts 

the si tuaU.on in the Namaqnalana R-sscrves with that in the 

B l a ck Hc.,me 1 arid s • Quite obviously the fact that the legal re-

strictions which prevent :r.,a.ny Blacks from mig:rat:!..ng permanently 

to the cities are not applicable to the populations of the 

Coloured Reserves, is of the utmost importance here. One 

could therefore claim, to simplify the argwnent substantially, 

that whereas the Blacks have retained an interest in farmir.g, 

given the fact that they are obliged to remain domiciJ.ed in the 

Homelands, the Coloureds elect to remain domiciled in the Reserves, 

given the fact that they retain an interest in the land. How­

ever, if one compares the situation j_n the various Nainaqualand 

Reserves, it is clear that, although the general patterns are 

the same, the specific circumstances in each Reserve need to be 

considered and, I would argue, it is also necessary to tak~ into 

account the variable circumstances within a single Reserve such 

http:existj.ng
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as the Richtersveld. These considerations are of particular 

relevance to the points of debate emerging from The Roots of 

Rural Povert:t,, 

The one significant feature which see!'ls to be emerging from the 

Narnaqualand data is that the relationship between farming and 

migr~nt labour turns upcn the amount of land, the density of 

the population and wheth0t" agriculture is technically possible 

or not: in short, the income generated frcm farming in relCttion 

to the population. Murray (1976) and Spiegel (1979) have 

recently demonstrated the il!,portance of rt1igrant labour for sub­

sidising f annlnq activ.i.t.i.es in tbe Black :r.ural areas of Le~otho t 

an observ,1tion also made .i.n passing by Sharp i~ his st11dy of 

.1\omaggas and Concordia (1~77). Quite clearly the impl:i.c:ation 

here is that f arroi.ng c1cti vi ty per !":e is net economit'al 1.y viJbJ..e, 

b11t 'i.:.h~t it S(!rves certuin impo:cUrnt S()C.i.al functio1~s. ?o:.: 

exam~le, SpieiJel al'. gu2s that £ a>.T"li11 CJ a.ct i v5.ty ir. Lesotr.o pri:"i'lar.L ly 

serves a redL, t:r..i ht·ti ve functior1 1 wh:i. le Shc:irp has dem0~.-.~tx-atecl 

th2c1; it is tbc ti tJ e to la.nd wh lc:h fonr,s th~ basis of the sense 

of: c0i:u1 ,w.1lty •.;hich e:xi::;ts il"l Komaggus and Concoroiu. 

~,Jith specific referenca to the Namaquala.nd Rt.0~s1c!l.'ves it can just 

be n1-2.:1 tioned r~2re that espec.ial ly in thos2 an:!as when=:i grain 

cro)?S :ire g"~c,~-m, r.dg:cc:>nt l;;ibovr remi ct ances do s~r•.'£: to subsidise. 

far.ming. ~rh 1__s i.s so, primarily l:;,~caus,.i tL:~ ar:2a is on~.y ma.rrJ:i_n~lly 

suited to graJn cultivation. 

hand, t.he are- 1• is l2r90 3:H.1 the popuL:i.tio~1 dE..;tsity is low. Un­

like :i.n c.l:t2 oth2.r Rf~~e):ves to the south, th: r.iopul:1tlor. w~s nGi.•er 

In V_'._f-.W of 
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takes on a significance d ifferent from that in the other Re serves . 

It is suq:rising, however, that the a c tual rate of labour 

migration (i.1'.!. the percent~t e of econornically active males 

involved in migrant labour at any given time) is net as :!.ow as 

might be expected from t he above considerations. N0r is the 

difference in the rate of oscillating migration between Kuboes 

and Eksteenfo~1tein of the order that one might expect from the 

abovementioned differences betwec~ these settlements. For 

example, although the avexage stock-ownership per household in 

Eksteenfontein is t wice as great as that in Kuboes, the differeace 

in the rate of osc illating migration does not appear to fully 

reflect this descrepancy. With re~fard to the "uneco~omic" 

nature of fa:c-ning reported for o th2r areas, it is surprising 

that EkstE-:c::mf:)ntein, which c.oes r.ave a lower rate cf 03cillating 

migration, is more e c onomically pros):'.)erolls tl1cm Kuboes. This 

observation in itself points to the fact that Iarming (in 

Ekstcenfortein, a t least) is of real economic impo rt~1ce and 

not simpl y "subsidised" by migJ:ant lnbour remittances. 

Clyde-Mitchell ( 1959) suggests that the cornplP-xi ty o f the eco;~,or,rLc 

base is overlooked if o ne simply quantifies the "r~te" of 

oscillating migration (i.e. how many people migrate). He there-

fore draws a distinction between the "rate" and "incidence" of 

migrant labour, "incidence '1 being ::he range or nature (i.e. who 

migrates) of oscillat ing migration. In this regard he thus 

distinguishes between two sets of fac tors whj_ch are related to 

migrant labour. In the first instance th~re are the broad 

economic factors which are most c1.osely related to the 11 rate" 

(i.e. the tot3l j_ncome generated w.ithin the area being studied 
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in relation to the population), while in the second, there are 

the i ndi vidua l 0c.onomic and persona 1 factors which are cl0:=.ely 

related to the:: "incidence" (i.e. factors such as age, sex, in­

dividual household composition and inco~e, etc.). He caution~, 

however, that one cannot talk of specific "causal" factors, but 

that one should see migrant labour in its total context - a set 

of "concomitant adjustments within a changed social system" 

(ibid.;16). These observntions h3ve particular relevance for 

the Richtersveld if one is to make sense of the variable nature 

of the relationship between farming and migrant labour. 

However, this emphasis on the factors, at the local level, which 

are related to migrant labour and farming, simply intrcduces a.r.·­

other question: How does one accGi.lnt for the diffei.:ence.s be·:::ween 

the two communities of Ku.boes and Ekst,~enfontein? And it is 

· here that what might loos.ely be termed "r.ultura.l" factors bP.come 

import.ant. The people from the two villages have different 

cultural origins and this has given rise to different attitudes 

to farming as well as to migrant labour itself. These in turn 

can be reduced to different relationships to the land and 

experiences cutside the Reserve. It is also evident that there 

has been a struggle for land within the Reserve, even though 

there is a communal land tP.nure ~ystern. It therefore also 

becomes necessary to look at the political processes associated 

with this. 

Both Murrny (1976) and Spiegel (1979) have argued that differential 

involvement in farming and migran~ labour in rural Lesotho ~eeds 

to be viewed in terms of the developmental cycle of the domestic 

group. Implicit in this argument is the assumption that f3rming 
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activity is not "economic", i.e. it needs to be 11 subsidis~d'' by 

migrant labour. remittances. Such an afsumption does not hold 

in the context of the Richtersveld and I therefore propose to 

look specifically at the basic nat1J.re of fanning and its relation­

ship to migrant labour (Chapters II and III) in order to dEmon­

strate that in this particular sitJation the relatively low 

population density, the absence of legc.il re?strictions ~vhich 

prevent people from leaving t.he Reserve, as well as the r.2,tu:r.e 

of the communal land tenure system can give rise to real clu.ss 

differences which are dir·ectl'.{ related to differential involve­

ment in farming activity. 

It should however, be er,1phasised ti,at these fRcto:cs can gi ve rise 

to class differences, but, with reference to the obser.ved 

difference between Kuboes and Eksteenfontein, it is evid8nt that 

certain additional factors are of C"."ucial importance. In 

Chapters IV and V, I therefore look at the "cultural" facto:cs -

especially the historical events associated with them - and the 

way in which they have influenced attitudes to farming and 

migrant labour. And finally {Chapter VI), I make some attempt 

to describe the political processes within thG Richtersveld in­

sofar as they might be seen to have contributed to the present 

class divisions. 
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Notes to Chapter 1. 

1. Some authors have put ±:01:Ward the suggestion that, after 
almost thirty years of "Apartheid", one might be able to 
view the Coloureds as being e. "volk-in-wording" or "nation­
in-becoming "1 but this idea is specifically rej~cted by the 
people thus classified (van der Horst, 1976:123). There 
has also been a recent attemp':. to apply purely mechanical 
criteria of group membership and thus to arglie that there 
is a common Coloured identity in the Northern Cape (Ktes, 
1979). However, this is so contrary to what has been 
obse~ved among the Coloured population in the rest of South 
Africa (includj_ng the N0rth·-Weste1:n Cape), that it bf'}COI"'.'C::S 

difficult to believe that such an interpretation of Kii=S 1 

data is of ilny validity whats~ever. 

2. For example, the Population Registration Act of 1950 classi­
fied Bushmen ~nd Khoikhoi as "Natives" (Carstens, 1966; 
258-9). 

3. Since the term is Ji.able to cause some confusion, I propose 
to draw a distinction between these two uses, I shall 
therefore endGavour to use "coloured" in order to denote 
the colloquial or descriptive use of the term, and Coloured 
to denote a legal category of people created the Population 
Registration Act. 

4. This statistical information i..s based on data obtained frorn 
the Cep.-:;'Ctment of Information and the Theron CommisGion. 

5. There::: is, for example, the story that when a NamaquaLrnc1ei: 
says that they have had four inches o~ rain, he actualJ.y 
means that the drops were four inches apart, 

6. The term "the Richtersveld" might cause some confusion, since 
it can be said to have three different meanin9s. Firstly, 
it can refer to the small area around Kuboes where Dr. Hicht.e1."' 
travelled in the 1840 1 s and which later became the centrf: of 
the mission station. Secondly, it might refer to the broad 
geograptical region within the four points of Port Nolloth, 
Alexander Bay, Vioolsdrif and Steinkopf. And thirdly, it 
might refer to the Coloured Reserve as such, comprising the 
specific area of 513 919 hectares as shown on Map 2. (For 
example, see Kaart No.4 in Kotze, 1943:127, where he fails 
to distinguish between the geographical area and the Reserve). 
However, the term II Richtersveld" will hereafter be used only 
to refer to the area today officially demarcated as a Rural 
Coloured Area. 

7. With the exception of certain camps ( 11 spaarkampe") which 
are kept closed in order to allow the grazing to improve. 

8. At the noment the shop at San··'.jrif is not operative and, 
although there is no church building as such, services are 
held in the school. 
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9. '£here :ls a three-mile wide st.i_·ip along the Orange Rivc·c 
which is not, strictly speaking, pa~t of the R~serve, 
altho..igh the residca:nts retain the grazing r.i.ghts. Sow­
ever, if a mine is opened along this strip, it aut-:>wc..tically 
falls outside the Reserve' s borde:rs. I-'or exarc,plc, when 
the mine at Sanddrif was operative, there was some doubt as 
to wh~ther the village itself remained part of the Reserve 
or not. 

10. I did not collect any populat~on data for either Lekkersing 
or Sa.":1ddrif These figures are based on a houi,ehold survey 
carried out by the Health Inspector of the Richtersveld, 
Mr, Simon C loete, and I an1 particularly grc:~Le fuJ_ to him fer 
supplying this information. We both carriec out surve1s of 
Kuboes and Eks teen fon tein an(~, based on the close corr<.~lation 
between our estimates, l can be sure that his figures are 
much more accurate than those submitted hy the Board in 
previous years. Although there are a few isolated house­
holds net resident in these settl~ments, they are not enougb 
to account for the discrepancy between this total ancl th;.;.~.:. 
which o;,,1as submitted to the Theron Cor.-;mission. I can OPly 
concl.Jde that these figures are estimates which have not 
involved. detailed surveys. Ne vex-the less, I have ~sed the 
official figures when comparing the population of the 
Richtcrsveld with other official figures. 

11. The office of "Kaptein" was inherited and has long bec~Yi 
used as the term to describe the Khoikhoi chiefs (see 
Carsten~, 1966:18). With the introduction of the Advisory 
board, the "Kaptein" became the mair represent.ative. -

12. Frederik Hein was the first "coloured" minister in South 
Africa to be ordained - in 1893 (Strassberger, 1969:72). 

13. ''Boorling" and "Kommer" are the terms 
to use throughout t~is dissertation. 
treat them as English words and cease 
inverted commas. 

which I have chosen 
l shall henceforth 
to place them in 

14. Although Carstens reported that he had to use an inter­
preter in Kuboes (in 1960), I came across no-one in the 
Richtersveld who could not make himself understood in 
Afrikaans (see Carstens, 1966:x). 

15. With the exception of certain buildings, such as the schools, 
the offices of the Management Board, the rectory at I<uboes 
and two private houses in Eksteenfontein, which all have 
running water. 
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CHAPTER 2 Stock-farming in the Richters veld. 
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In this chapter I •.;ish to look at the basic nature of stock-farming 

in the Richtersveld, with a special emphasis on the distribution 

of stock between households, as well as the r~lationship between 

stockmanager.)ent practiCE)S and herd size. 

Introduction. 

Today sheep and goat herding is the only form of farming practised 

in the Hichtersveld. 1 The communal system of J_and tenure means 

that. all Occupiers have equal rights to graze their herds anywhere 

in U-:2 Reserve. These consider.ations, -:is well c1s the semi-

desert ,:;nd rnot.ntainous nature of the terrair., determine certn:i_n 

conditions which sig~ificantly i~~lucnce the nature of stock­

farming ~ctivitieJ, 

Firstly, th":. ::bscr:ce of g:ca7.i11g c<.1.m9:. -3.nd th'?. danger 0f prccl_.:itory 

an~.r.1,1ls necc:3Gitate t .he cC:li)Stan ·c s:.:.pe:r.visicr) of e•,er.y flor.:k by at 

le2st one iull-tirne sheph~rd, 2 He ::ding is an a.rciu0us, lonely ta.s:< 

wnich n YjUi r-es r;) lati ve ly high lev(~ l.s of skill nnd physicu.:. f-i...-1:.ness, 

In a6.dition, there i~ a.:'i..so much. r,:spcns :i.bility involved, .since 

ne9J.i-:,cnce OJ: int=!:~.pe·L'i.::n~ .. ~ v2;-;:y i:::d~-ily 1"€·:-;t;J t in si.gnificcmt sto,:k 

C0,h;0qucnt:y 1 it is not,". task i.-..:hich is Jeft to the 

yot~u; boys of i:he c0:1unnni ty ( as is the ca::;e-: a.P'.'.ong so rr.any othe:r 

I Ccll'OO acro:.:!S 0i1.ly tw~) cases v1here hcys be101.,; 

the age of 15 yAari; we 1:c shepherds and :::..:::\ both c~5es the:{ looked 

afte:r sr,w . .i.l h c xds ·::1 i.c1 grazed -1.•.1. the i,:-;'.r.,,.~ r: i.ate vici.n.i ty of tf'Le 

settlem8~1.ts, 1 

Secondly I si~~ce thE! esta0li.shme nt of schools I churches c:r.d :;hops 

a':". !<1Jb0cs, :Sk~i;,::cr.font.3j_n, Lek~ersi.r·;; .~;_1.dS.:,r..cldri-fJ t:he :::i.rev~~t··'::ily 

nor.\,sdic por--,\l . .:ition ha~; ra.p.i.dly t;~com2 sc::i.-.~~~ a11d tLe. gr.<1.?,J.nq in 
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the immediate vicinity of these villages has qu:i_ckly depleted. 

It is not generally possible for t~e herd to return to th~ owner' s 

homestead every ni<]ht and farmers &re thus forced to establj sh 

temporary sto=k posts in the veld - often many ~iles from the 

settlements." In general, the further the st.eek post is i'rorn 

the villa<;e, the better the grazing (and of course, the greater 

the inconvenience to the farn~r). 

l\..."1.d third] y, the labour requ.irernents cf a herd vc1.ry si gni f ican tly 

according tc the time of the year and. the conch t ion of tbe vel.::1 1 

During a good year, for example, grazing might be relat:ively 

plentiful a.rid one shepherd can man'lge up to a thousand stock. 

However, during the lambing season and drought years, e-xt:.:-:i labour 

is requi.red end, during the letter, it might even be adv..'1ntage0us 

to divide a flock in two, with each half then requiring its own 

full-time shepherd. 5 

To sum up then, we see that every herd requires the fulJ.-time 

services C>f <1n adult male; that the herd, and therefore also l:he 

shepherd, must remain in the veld fok extended periods; and that 

every herd requires, at specific times, additional labour. These 
, 

requirements present serious obstacles, especially insofar as they 

affect the smaller stock-owner. For example, a hundred head of 

stock cannot poss .i.bly (in purely economic terms) justify the 

services cf one full-time and one part-time worker. Such a stock 

owner might therefore be obliged to join forces with another, so 

that the combined herd becomes economically viable. f-:owever 

different farmers have different means of overcoming these 

problems, and this will· be discussed more fully below. 

I 
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Goats are well suited to the n1oun-c.aincus and dry terru.in al,d till 

recently they were the only livesLJCk which were kept. In 

general, sheep are no match for goats. They require r.mch c l 6ser 

supervision than goats, they are more prone to illness and d1sease. , 

and they find great difficulty in negctiatin<J the molu-;tainous 

terrain. In addition, the wool produced in th~ Richtersv~ld is 

not of sufficient quality or quantity to j~stify the increased 

effort of keeping sheep when ci1e price of sheep sold for slaughter 

is only margi::1ally higher than t h c;1.t received £or goa.t.s, vis. R2:> 

R30 as opposeJ to Rl8-R25. Karak~l sheep, on the other h~nd, ~=e 

an entirely different matter and their relatively recent intro­

duction to the Rich tersve ld has, for many stock-owners, corctk--il~te 1~, 

revolutionised farming. Karakul sheE":p, which were origin.:..lly 

bred in the drier parts of Asia, are very well suited to the 

conditions in the Richtersveld. They ar-e bred primarily i'or the 

pelts of the day-old lambs which are then used for the manuf acU1re: 

of ekpensive fur garmen t s. These pelts, as many farmers tire 

quick to i;-,oint out, often fetch as much as a full g rown goat 

{although the value fluctuates according to the quality). In 

other words, one good Karakul ewe will generally produce one 

{perhaps even two) laillbs per year and these pelts then immediately 

fetch between RlS and R20. If we compare this to goats, where 

the ?rogeny needs to be herded for up to four years (with the 

strong possibility that many will die in the process) and are then 

sold for marginally more than Karakul pelts, it becomes obvious 

why the Karakul has been referred t o as "the black gold of 

Namaqualand", 

Unlike the marketing of the pelts (and the small umoun t of wool 
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produced in the Reserve) which is oi:-ganised and controlJ.ec1 by the 

Wool Board - to the obvious benefit of the farmer, the salE of 

shee~ and goats in the Reserve i~ totally w.controlled and dis-

Ol:'ganised. Few farmers ever take their stock out of the Reserve 

to sell them. In general farmers wait for the arrival 0£ 

speculators who enter the area arid purchase the stock from them. 

However, thesf! speculators only visit the Resr::rve infrequent.Ly 

(seldom more than once a year) and the indications are that the 

owners are not getting top prices for their stock. Also, the 

stock are not weighed at the time of sale, a system which 

invarj ably ter1ds to f a.vour the buyer. 
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b) Stock distribution. 

Table 2.1 gives a breakdown of the individual stock-ownership of 

household heads in Kuboes and E.ksteenfontein. 

that 41,0 per cent of the Occupiers in Eksteenfonte.in and 16, 7 per 

cent in Kuboes have herds of 200 or more, while 42,3 per cent in 

Eksteenfcntein and 45,9 per cent i1 Ku.hoes own less than 50 stock. 

Or, taking the two villages together, 25 ,6 per cent of the hovse­

hold heads OWi1 72 per cent of the tc-tal stock, while 45,l per. ccn~ 

own 3,3 per cent. 

Table 2.1: Stock ownership of Registered Occupiers in Kuboes 
Eksteenfonte.:l.n. (Per.centages in brackets) 

Ku.bees Eksteenfontein 

No, of sto::::k No. of households No. of househo::_ds 

1000+ (-) 2 ( 2 , 6) 

900 - 999 l (0, 7) 2 ( 2 , 6) 

800 - 899 (-) ( \ -, 
700 - 799 (-) 1 ( 1, 3) 

600 - 699 (-) 3 (3,3) 

500 - 599 (-) (-) 

400 - 499 6 ( 4 , 4) 6 ( 7, 6) 

300 - 399 8 (5,8) 7 { 8 / 9) 

200 - 299 8 (5,8) 10 ( 12 , 8) 

100 - 199 29 (21,2) 11 (14,1) 

50 - 99 21 ( 15 , 3) 3 ( 3 , 8) 

l - 49 26 (18,9) 16 (20,S) 

0 38 (27,7) 17 (21,8) 

Total 137 (99,8) 78 (99 / 8) 

However, no·i.: only i s the r e a wide variation in the number of stock 

pe r household, but there also appears to be a d i sce r nable 

variation in the average nu.rrl:>er of stock per household if we 

compare the diffetent settlerr.ents. table 2.2 clearly points to 

a significant difference in the 11 success 11 of farming, especially 
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if one com?a:rcs !<uboes with Eksteen£ontE:'.in. The aver- age n LL'l'ber 

of stock per household :::alc,.:.lated for Lekkersj_ng is very mis­

leading, since a large grou? of people from Grootmis, who owned 

no stock whatsoever, settled the.re in l.974 and today constit.1.1te 

almost one th:i.rd of the population. Sanddrif, on the other han~, 

consists alwos:t entirely of a ,;,,age-labourer population who moved 

thei:e in 1965 when the mine was opened. 

Tabl0 2. 2: !'1ean stack owne1:shir, rer household in four main 
settlements in Hich·::ersveld. 

Settlement 

Ekstecnfon tein 

Kuboes 

Lekkersing 

Sanddrif 

Total: 

Total nwnber 
of stock 

16 625 

15 025 

6 575 

225 ----
38 150 

Total number Mean stock 
of households pe :c l-1 ous eho ld 

78 195,5 

137 109,6 

92 71,5 

51 4,4 

280 137,3 

1'he above figure;:; are d~rived frorn the annual survey carried out 

, when all stock in t.be Reserve are dipped at various central points. 

However, they tell us nothing aboui.. herd size, nor about stock 

ownership within a household. We have already mentioned that the 

stock of the smaller owners must be incorporated into the larger 

ownersr herds. Also, many unmarried children (who are therefore 

still resideEt in their parents' houses) own stock in their ow11 

right. 

I was often told by informants that everyone in the Richtersveld 

owns some stock. Of course, this is an exaggeration, since there 

are many houoeholds (and therefore. many individuals) who own no 

stock at all. What they were actually trying to convey is that, 

within a stock-owning household, some of the stock are transferred 
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to the childrBn long before they leave the household. ln many 

cases children receive one or more head of stock the day they are 

baptised and continue to receive stock (both from the household 

hend and perh,2.ps even from an uncle or grannparent) intermittently 

on birthdays or other special occasions. Sons generc1lly recei Ve 

more stock thnn daughters, while sons who actively ass i st in. 

looking after the herd a1-e given. many more in addition to teing 

allowed to keep the progeny of their own stock. In this way 

the household head is able to encourage the children (especi~lly 

the sons) to take an v.ctive interest in the fam:ily herd. More 

important, however, it allows the children to receive their 

inheritance (or the major part of it) before the <leatl-- of the 

l?a:.:-ents, since they are entitled t.:i take their stock with thern 

when they leave their parental hemes. 

In Kuboes the patte~n is slightly differt'."!"lt. There the head 

of the household retains control of the stock until he dies. 

However 1 in general married sons tend to live in close proxinuty _ 

to their parents and take part in caring for the herd. In this 

way many of the households without stock do retain an active 

interest in farming. 



c} Herd size and stock farming methods. 

The actu.al means wbi ch the indi vidu~l stock ow,,er employs to m0et 

the basic requirement.s of. hero management are, to a lar<Je exteri.t., 

determined by, and themselves determine, the herd size. That is 

to say, stock cwners with herds of ct certain size invariably 

follow certain specific patterns of stock management, while, at 

the same time, certain stock management practices tend to restric:t 

the herd size to within certain lirnits, 

Based on a sample of 90 households - 55 in Kuboes and 35 i11 

Eksteenfontein - it was found that there appeared to b~ certain 

differences between the stock management practices found in these 

two settlements. The relationship between herd size and stock 

management is therefore set out ln Tahles 2. 3 and 2. 4 below. It 

was found t.hat in these samples there were 31 stock-mming house-

holas in Kuboes and 22 in F.ksteenfontein. That is to say, 56 per 

cent of the households in the Kuboes sar.:ple and 62 per cent in the 

Eksteenfontein one owned stock. These per.centages correspond 

closely with the percentages of stock o·.mers in the communities 

as a whole (see Table 2.1). The discussion which follows refers 

only to the stock-ownihg households in this sarriple. 

In both Ku.hoes and Eksteenfontein none of the hous~holds with less 

than 50 stock had a member who was nctively involved in farming 

on a full-time basis. In other words, in all of these cases 

the household herds were incorporated into the herds of larger 

stock owners. Quite surprizingly, however, the caretakers of 

these herds were seldom (especially in Eksteenfontein) close 

kin of the owners. This is because stock ownership (as will be 
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shown more fully later) is concentr2ted in the hands of a n_,..,.,, 

well-to-do families. It follows triat those with few stock do 

not generally have close kin who manag~ their own herds, Some 

inform~nts e)(plained that it was 1:}ntter if one viewP-d ca:reteking 

purely as an economic service offered in return for a regular. 

mo~thly paymen-t because this assured chat the stock were well 

looked after. However, I could fil,d no proof of the valicii ty 

of this reasoning; 

Since all the stock owners in this category manage their stock 

in what is essentially the same manner, -::hey z.re thel~efore excluded 

from t.he two Tables 2. 3 and 2. -1 he low. 

Table 2.3: Stock ma.nagement practices of 21 households with more 
than 50 stock in Kubocs (age of household head in 
brackets) . 

No. 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

'18 

19 

20 

21 

Herd size 

9~3 

412 

392 

267 

248 

238 

227 

210 

19 2 

183 

178 

16 3 

159 

147 

141 

' 83 

80 

75 

73 

63 

51 

head, 2 sons 

head 

head, son 

head 

head 

head 

head, son 

head 

son 

head 

head 

son 

son 

son 

head 

sen 

head 

son 
zon 

other stock 
owner 

" 

Ba!-d:::ie 

yes 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 
no 
no 

yes 

no 

no 

no 
yes 

no 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

no 

no 

no 

Activity of mme:( 

herchng 

herc!ing 

herding 

herding 

herding 

herding 

herding 

herding 

migrant 

herding 

herding 

pensioner 

migrant 

pensioner 

herding 

migrant 

herding 

Migrant 

migrant 

migrant 

migrant 

{ 60) 

(39) 

( 55) 

( 6 5 l 

(32) 

( 41) 

( 4 3) 

(50) 

( 4 8) 

( 38 l 

( 38) 

( 6 8) 

( 4 7) 

( 71) 

( 40) 

( 5 5) 

( 61) 

(6 4) 

(52) 

(34) 

(35) 
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Table 2. 4: Stock manageme:1t practices of 14 houst.!holc.s with more 
than 50 stock Ekste~nfontein (~ge of household h6ad 
.in bra eke ts) • 

No. 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

J.l 

12 

13 

14 

Perd size 

1 093 

951 

757 

623 

614 

485 

327 

284 

276 

206 

183 

178 

133 

80 

Herding donE: by 

en,ployee 

son, employee 

son, einployee 

employee 

employee 

employee 

son 

son 

head 

other stock 
owner 

other stock 
owner 

son 

son 

o th.er stock 
owner 

.Ho.kkie 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

no 
no 

no 

yes 

yes 

no 

yes 

no 

Ac t_i. vi ty of owner 

supervision 

s'.lpe rvi s ior~ 

s upervisicn 

supi:, rvi s .ior., 

s u.pe rvisi on 

supervision 

sup~:cvision 

pensioner 

herding 

IT,igr~r,t 

migrant 

pensioner 

migrant 

migrant 

(56) 

( 5- G) 

(4G} 

{ 6 8) 

( 61) 

(36) 

{ 6 9 ) 

( 6 8) 

( 4 '/) 

(,; 4) 

(J8) 

( 6 3) 

(56) 

( 60) 

As can be seen from table:s 2.3 and 2.4, the larger the household's 

herd, the gn~ater the active involvement of members in hel'.d mannge-

ment. As the herd increases, we see that first the son and then 

head of the household are able to devote their full-time attention 

to farming. Also, when the he~d size is sufficiently large, it 

enables the stock owner to employ a full-time shepherd so as to 

relieve the members of the household of the arduous task of constant 

supervision. However, not all stock owners who are in a position 

to employ a shepherd actually do so and it is striking that none 

of the large stock owners in Kuboes {including those not in rny 

sample) hired labour to look after the herd. We also see that 

the larger stock owner in Eksteenfontein is able to adopt the role 

of supervisor, rather than shepherd. This means that he must 
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constantly commute between the settlemer.t ar.d the stock post -

something which is only possible if the stock owner owns a bakkie. 

Stock owner no.7 in Table 2.4 provides an exception to this relation · 

ship between an employed shepherd, a bakkie and the role of the 

household head. However, this particular household lives about 

two miles from the centre of Eksteenfontein and the herd is there-

fore able to return to the. homesteac every night. Even in this 

case, I have heurd since I left the field, they now also employ 

a full-time shepherd. 

Another significant diff~rence bet,v.:?.en the patterns observed in 

the two cornmunU:ie!3 is that in Kuboes thE:: household is gcnei:-ally 

willing to wi t.tdraw :i. ts merr.be rs from wage- labom: ernploymen t sooner 

than is the caf;e in Eksteenfontein. For e:{a.rr,plc 1 in Eksteenf.ontE:in 

none of the hou:.=iehu1cs w:i.t.h less d,an \00 stock hcts a. member r,t,,o 

is eP.gaged in full-t:ifo-2 h~xciing a.ctivi ty ( this a].so Ol!)!?U.e:3 to 

thO!::•e ho1.1:::;eholds in thi~ cai;egory not i!1d,1..1derJ in my sample) , while 

in Kuboes fou1: of the six households in. th.\ s ccttegory bav::i c.ne 

r;;emb2r who is 1~nge1.gP.<l in full-tin"..P. f.:.r:mir1g activity. We also see 

that: in thl') c~tes-or.:' witri between 100 anci ?.00 h-eac of .stock no:r1e 

of the households in .Kuboes en t.1:-ns ,-.s tJ1ej-.: here."!.:, t o ~he care of 

others, while in .£kr;ti=,l~nfv!)tein U• 1i:re is eve<\ a h u l\":,;ehold ,,:ith 206 

~ tor.k {no, 10, Table 2 . .i) which is willj_ng tc <Jo so. 

Quito clearly c,,e i!-'.ta lldnghei~e of "economies of scale". Small. 

herd$ (esr_:)ecial l~,- l,~ss than. 50) ca.nnot support or co r~ot j ustify 

L.hr, Fnll-time invol10flient o f on,2 u.du2.t l'ldJe , 

:oo stock ) do, ·,v;iile:-, he~ds wii.:.h .1.r,cr.e tr,c.1i 20·.) si:cct can begin :.o 

SU?purL '.:W'J adult. rr.i..le:s, t==w:n.:uc\J.J.y allo·,lin~ tr:2 st:od~ owner to 

employ a shepherd c.nci bey a h-:tkkie. 

http:talki.ng
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important to view the involvement of a rr.ein.ber of the househc,.ld .).n 

full-time ? armin(] a.cti vity as being essentia.lli of the s~me order 

as the other costs involved in farr:ti.Jig- (e.g. payments to caretak~rs 

of the here, payments to employed .srwpherds and the cost invol VEd 

in the purchase of a bakkie) • That is to say, one must view this 

activity ir terms of the possible op'9ortun.i ty cost - the incom8 

which the family rnernber could contribute to the household if he 

were to be a wage-labourer rather l:han a shepherd. 

Perhaps this relationship can best he demonstrated if we consider 

the average cost per stock of a hypothetical farmer a~ the size:! 

of his here. increases. In Figure 2.1 it can be seen how the 

in vol vemen t of household membe n;; in full-time farming, the 

employment of a shepherd and the purchase of a bakkie all serve 

to raise ( i$t le as t initially) the short-run average cost per head 

of stock. In order to make this model a~ realistic as possible, 

it is also necessary to view the household 1 s personal conSL'K·pti.on 

of meat (through the slaughter of stock from the herd) as c0n­

sti tuting a fixed cost, since no hovschola which owns stock v.1ill 

readily purchase meat if it can possibly slaughter one cf its own 

animals. 

We have already seen that the:re is limited opportunity for stock 

owners with herds exceeding 200 of finding caretakers who are 

willing to look after these. Consequently, they are forced to 

allow at l8ast one member of the household to take ovGr the octive 

management of the herd on a full-time basis. But this still leave5 

another question unanswered: tvhy axe some s t ock owners willing to 

incur the additional costs of employing shepherds ;;nd purcha.sing 

bakkies whe n these are not n e cessary expenses? Although it is 
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true that t.he acquisition of a bakkle ~nd the employment of: a 

shepherd might be viewed as status symbols (especially in 

Eksteenfontein), while at the sa.rae time they make life rnuch easier 

for the members of the household, it is also apparent thc1 t, al tho ui;; 

a large herd allows the stock owner to introduce these factors of 

production, there are also certain dis tin ct econo:nic adva.ntc.ge.s 

aRsociated with their introduc-~ion which s;i ve rise to increusec 

pr-oductivity .from· a given herd sizG. 

Probably the nost difficult of these t0 prove or demonstrate j_s 

the observ2ttion made by so many info.i:-rn::>.nt.s that a herd look(.d 

after by someone other than a merrber of the household is not l.i.kely 

to ir.creasE:.. very rapidly. Time and again informants callee upon 

the old proverb: "Ver van jou goed, na ai111 jou skade," 5 ir~dicat.i. 11~ 

that a stock owner who did ,,ot take an active part in the ma.n.:,,ge­

ment of his h8rd was not likely to make much headway. 7 

in fact this is the case or not is difficult to prove in view of 

the absence of adequate reliable dat.a. Nevertheless, I spoke to 

at least two stock owners who claimed that, although their herds 

showed little signs o: increasing in size for many years while in 

the care of some other stock owner, they had managed virtually to 

double the herd size in a matter of two or three years after they 

had taken over the task of herding themselves. 

The employment of a shepherd and the purchase of a bakkie must be 

viewed together, not only because all farmers who employ shepherds 

also own bakkies, but also because both are directly related to 

herd mobiljty. Grazing in the Richtersveld varies very signif-

icantly from one area to ancther and, as we have already seen, 

it is especially in the vicinity ar0und the settl12rnents that 
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grazing has bc)en all but totally depleted. As the distance from 

these settlements increases, the gr :1.zing i:m:'_)roves. It follows 

that those farmers who are most mo~ile are best able to exploit 

the grazing. This is not to say that those farmers without bilkkiec 

and employed shepherds cannot be as rnob::.le as those who have these, 

but in general they are not, primarily owing to the terrific 

inconvenience to the stock owner c:i.nd those members of the hous1:-

hold looking ufter the herd. To so~e extent the people of Kuboes 

attempt to overcome this inconvenience by establishinc; more 

permanent stock posts, but these th,~n become very trnmobile and are 

often set up for a period of six months or more. The results are 

there fore the same - the stock owner with a bakk ie and employed 

shepherd is in an advantageous position and is better able 1::0 

exploit the grazing. 

The final factor which significantly influences the productivity 

of the herd is the release of the head of the household from full­

time participation in herding to take up the role of supervisor 

of the family he rd. Here there are four ways in which one can 

see this factor as influencing farming productivity. Firstly, 

it provides an extra hand which is readily available during those 

periods when the herd requires more labour. For example, during 

the lambing season and during droughts, farmers will be able to 

spend less time at home and participate in the actual herdi~g 

activity. The labour requirements also vary from day to di:,.y, and 

many farmers insist on being present when their stock are being 

watered or when the stock post is being moved. However, wJ~.i le 

the supervising farmer can perform this fWlction, he can also 

(unlike the stock owner who has permanent duties with his herd) 

, 
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undertake other activities. That is to say, he can also purch,3Se 

and transpcrt: fonder, transport sick stock to the village (t~here 

they can lJe cared for throughout t~1e day and where a vetinary 

surgeon cc:n be called if the need arises), transport water and 

other supplies to the stock-post, c1s well as supervise the 2ale 

of his stock at 1vhatever outlet he choos..?s. And finalJ..y, r.e has 

the opportuni 1~y -~.o come into con tar:t with other fa.rmers to discuss 

grazing and thG availability of water in other areas, i llne$~~s 

and their cures, as well 2.s t.o hear about new farming techniques. 

It this last point appears to be somewhat contrived, one should 

bear in mind that a herder is very often completely cut off from 

all contact with his village for s@veral weeks at a time. For 

example, on one occasion during a s2.vere drought several farmers 

in Eksteenfont,ej_n had clubbed together and bought relatively 

inexpensive petrol-driven watei.:- pumps to enable them to draw water 

from those wells where tbe wind-driven pumps had broken down. 

This was q1dtc a significant innovation in farming techniques ~nd 

one which was soon adopted by many other farmers. When I went 

to Kuboes a few months later, there were still some farmers who 

had not even heard of this, although it was common knowledge in 

the village itself. 

Another, but a much more significant innovation which the Kuboes 

farmers are generally slow to intrcduce is the incorporation. of 

Karakul sheep into their herds. It is easy to attribute this 

to blatant conservatism, but innovations take time to perme~te 

throughout a community and the isolation of a herder tends to 

retard this process. One sees similar patterns in Eksteenfontein 

where the Karakul sheep - goat ratio is much higher than in 

Kuboes, but where the more isolated farmers are the last to 

change over to Karakul. 
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d) Discussion. 

I wish to ·..:al;:e t\p three points which er.)erge from the aescr:'..p~.ion 

of the bas:·.c nature of farrning in the Rich tersveld: fi:cstly, thi;:t 

a system o:.: communal grazi.r.:.g docs not in itself give .rise to an 

equitable distribution of stock bctv.'een households and that there 

is accordillgly a. wide variat:..on in the incomes which hous£-;1'iolds 

derive from farming; secondly, that there j_s not orily a va;:ictl.:i.on 

in the nu.-nbe:r. of stock per- househcld within the two communi ti.es 1 

but also bet.wC!0.n them, i1nd that while it is relatively easy ·co 

account for the low average stock per household in Lekkersi:n9 and 

Sanddrif, the~e is no such simple explanation for the obse>:ve<l 

variation heh·:een Kuboes and Eksteen.fo:ntein; and thir.dly 1 +:.h2.t 

there is a clear relationship betw~en farming and wage-12.bour 

activity. 

Although al} Occupiers have c1ccess to corr_r,,on gra3ing in the 

Richtersveld it is quite evident that stock ownership is the or:ly 

means whereby effective. nccess to the lund cnn be o.chievcd. As 

Sahlins has commented~ 14 We need not be so fascinated with th.~ 

1 title I to property as with the entitlement, nor with the abr~t.,:-act 

claims of 1 ownership' so much as real privileges of use and 

disposition 11 (1974:92). The effective access to land is there-

fore directly proportional to the number of stock owned. In 

addition, it has also been argued that the larger stock owners 

are in a position to acquire the tecl1nical means whereby they 

are able to exploit the grazing more efficiently than those with 

smaller herds. 

Even in the previous century, when the people in th~ Richtersveld 

still followed a nomadic life-style and there was very little 
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technical or · other means whereby the la:::-ge stock owner vJas 

particularly advcmtaged, there is mJ.ch evidence to sc:.ggGst tb~.t 

there was v~ry wide variatior, in the nl2.l11ber of stock owned p21. 

household.. For example, many infornwnts told the story of the 

proverbi a.l 'Ryk Jasper Cloete 1 0 i.,_,hc, owned so many stock thnt he 

was obliged. to divide them into sev:::ral l1erds v-.'hich he then 

entrusted to t.he care of certain household~,; who rn'1ned no stock. 

These households were allowed to s.i,rnghter stock and use the 

milk for their own needs, but the rest of the progeny accruEd to 

Jasper Cloete himself, Con.seqnently, he beca.-ne mo:r:~ and more 

wec1l thy while the other households s irnply :remained r-,oor. Schc:c;::era 

a_lso comrnErnts on the fact that certc":.:i.~ faw.ili~s we Ye 1,,iealt.hy, 

while others were poor: "The f arnJ. lies of the wea.l thy N a.n)an 

frequently have attached to them a few people in the capiicity 

of servants o~ dependents ...•. (which) would also inclu~~ im­

poverished Naman, .•.• 11 {19 30: 2 3 3) . 

Today, if anything, this situation has been aggravated by the 

introduction of the bakkie, employed shepherds, modern vetinary 

services (which have reduced the risk of heavy stock losses), as 

well as banking facilities and the availability of fodder to 

feed stock during times of drought. In this sense therefore, 

the large stock owner is in a more secure position than he has 

ever been. ln addition to these considerations there are -.ilso 

certain barriers which prevent the small stock owner from building 

up his herd. The most important of these is the fact that the 

owner with less than say 100 head of stock is obliged to use all 

the product of this herd to support himself and his family, so 

that the herd never gets a char.ce to increase. The introduction 

http:capaci.ty
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of wage-labour ean1ings has done little to ease this situation 

for the would-be farmer. Firstly, becaus8 there are cGrta:in 

obstacles or problems associated with lcoking after stock while 

the worker is out of the Richtersveld; and secondly, because 

migrant waqe•-j_abour, as a 1 ife-long career, offers a relatively 

a.ttracti vc al tern a ti ve to farming for many. 9 In my sample~ in 

these two se'ctlerr.ents very few of the informants who arc not 

already involved in farming in a significant way expressed the 

desire that they or their childr12n should like to become farrne~s. 

In a surv0y of: five Namaqualand Reserves (i.e. excluding Pella) 

Redlinghuis reports that a mere 13 per cent of the 87 per cent 

who had never considered the p0ssibility of leaving these areas 

showed any interest in farming ( 19 79: 16) . If we now include 

those who had thought of leaving, as well as all those who have 

permanently migrated out, then it is clear that many residents 

have already moved completeJ.y away from the idea of farming as 

-an alternative or complement to wage-labour earnings. 

Although one is therefore able to account to some extent for the 

difference in stock-ownership between households, it still remuins 

necessary Lo explain why particular households are more 

"successful" at farming than others cmd why Eksteenfontein should 

be more "successful" than Kuboes. However, before one can 

answer the~-e questions it is necessary to investigate whether these 

differences are in fact symptomatic of a process of real social 

differentiation or not. It is to this issue that the remaining 

chapters _are directed. In Chapter III I look at the nature of 

migrant labour within three types of households with specific 

reference to the household developmental cycle, while Chapters 
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IV and V look at the historical origins which might have gh~en 

rise to the different attitudes tovnrds J and ar,d farming, as \•Jel'.i. 

as towards migr~nt labour and the social significance of the 

reserve as such. Chapter VI investigates the political proc8sses 

which might be seen to be associated with differential access -to 

the Reserve's resources. 
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Notes to Chapter 2. 

1. lloernle (1913) reports that cR'!:.tle -,erG iJso of great in~portancc 
in the Richtersveld, bu~- today the total cattle po_r_)ulation of tl-:e 
Reserve is less than 50 11 wild" stock which roam about unattended. 
Al though the f armers ;oww who the owners are, some di ff icul ty is 
experienced i f a farmer decides to 3ell or slaughter one of his 
cattle, because it is almost impossible to catch. 

The cultivation of grain was practised, with little success, lmtil 
the 1960' s. However, this created more p~-obler,\s than the P,carcl 
could cope with {there were too few lands fo~ the population and 
lives~ock frequently 6trayed into the grainfields, with 
disasterous consequence,) and they were forced to forbid it. 

2. In some cases in<li vidual goats and she8p do graze W1attcnded j_n 
the inu:\ediate vicinity of the· settlements. 

3. The fact that young children generally attenc school also pr0-clt.:des 
this pos~ibility, 

4. It should also be mentioned that, sin,::e the official town planning 
was introduce~, the houses are too close together to allc~ the 
shepherd to bring his. he.t·d to the homestead every night. 

5. Droughts are &n integral part of life in Namaqualcmd. They occur 
with alY.1ost monotonous regularity (rnar.y people claim that thPre is 
a regular eleven-year cycle) and invariably throw the entire 
farming popul2tion into a battle for survj_val. 

6. The equivalent in English would be 'The eye of the master makes 
the horse fat' . 

7. Entrusting the herd to the care of another stock owner, however, 
was considsrea to be more desirable than hiring a shepherd while 
the owner was a wage-labourer outside the Reserve. Consequently 
there was only one case in the Richtersveld where a migrant wage-
labourer employed a shepherd, However, he soon realised his 
mistake and returned after u few months. In Komaggas and 
Concordia, on the other hand, this practice was quite common 
(Sharp, 1977), bL1t this point will be picked up again later. 

8. 'Ryk Jasper Cloete' has become something of a mythical character 
in Namaqualan<l and crops up in the oral tradition of many areas 
(see Carstens, 1966:108). It is therefoe very difficult to 
ascertain exactly how many different Ryk Jasper Cloetes there were. 

9. I am not hereby suggesting that the people in the Reserves 
actually 'want' ( in any absolute sense) to become oscillating 
migrants. The 1 bright lights theory' has generally been rejected, 
as have other arguments which suggest that men prefer to become 
migrant workers {see Wilson, F., 1972: 170, 183, 193). Nonctheles. 
these ideas are still widely held by many writers {see Bisschop, 
1979:30 and Erasmus, 1977). The point that I am making is that 
the decision to migrate reust be seen in t e rms of the only other 
reQl alternative open to most males - i.e. farming. 
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CHAPTER 3 Migrant labour. 

I 
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a.} Wage-labour, cscillating labour mignl.tion and permanent oi.:.t­

migration. 

Table 3.1 gives a breakdown of the B'LZ.in types of economic activ.i.t.y 

of the economically active adults iri Kuboes and Eksteenfontein , 

based on a san·,ple of :i5 households in 1<uboes and 35 in Ekst~en­

fontein. 

Table 3 .1: Economic ftcti vi ty of adults in Kuboes and Eksteen­
fontei ~ (percentages in brackets), 

Economic acti vi tv Kubccs · Eksteenfontein --

farming 23 (28,7) 13 (26,5} 

w age-1 ab our:- in 3 (3,8) 5 ( 10, 2) 
reserve 

wage- labour oi.:tside 54 (67,5) 31 (63,3) 
reserve 

total 80 (100) 49 ( 100) 

Economic opportunities in the Richtersveld 1 other than farming, 

are very limited. 'l'he eight people in this category in the above 

sample include three shop assistants, two teachers, one shephe:>:-d 

(none of the other employed shepherds is domiciled in the Reserve}, 

one domestic servant and the church scriba. All the other wagA-

labourers are therefore forced to seek work outside the Reserve. 

In other words, they become oscilla·ting migrants - working outside, 

but returning home over week-ends and during holidays. There were 

very few cases where people who had actual l y retained residence 

:rights in the Richtersveld were (at the time of the survey) 

domiciled elsewhere; and none was included in the sample. Of 

the two cases 11;hich did come to my attention, one wa5 a t e acher 

in Port Nolloth who wished to retire to the Richtersveld one day 

(although he had not been born there) and the other, although still 

owning a house in Kuboes, had deci<l~d to move to Port Nollot h, 
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since both he and his wife had wo~k there and did not hav~ 2ny 

children a~. yet. 

However, there are many people who were born or raif.ed in the 

Richtersve )_a, but who have decided tc leave the Reserve ()l'l a 

perrn~nent t,zisis. Some of them cxpresc the desire to retur~ to 

the Reserve one day when they retire, but very few actually do. 

The majority of them are therefore permanent out-migrants w.bo 

lose virtually all contact with the Rese~ve, who feel no affinity 

to it and who only return in order to visit their close kin. 

Accurate f~.gures of the rate of permanent out-migratior. are 

difficult to obtain, especi~lly if one wishes to draw some 

comparison between Ku_boes and Eksteenfonte:i.n .• This is not on ly 

because Ont is dealing with a category of people who have 

permanently left the Reserve 1 but. 21lso because the h~aj or-i ty of 

Eksteenfonteiners have only been domiciled in the Richtersveld 

for less than 30 years, so that a direct cou·,parision of sibli~1.gs 

or children of present residents is not possible (since ma~y 

Eksteenfonteiners have close kin who have never resided j n the 

Richters veld). However, by selecting 10 elderly residents in 

each of the two settlei"ilents who all have two or more children who 

had been brought up in the Reserve and have now established their 

own households, sone indication of the rates of permanent out­

migration can be obtained. 

Table 3_.2: Present resieence of the married children of 20 
selected residents in the Richtersveld - 10 in 
Kuboes and 10 in Eksteenfontein (percentages in 
brackets) . 

Kuboes Eksteen fontein ----
Children resident outside 9 (20,9) 21 (51,2) 

the Ri.ch te rs veld 
Children resident in the 34 ( 79 , 1) 20 (48,8) 

Richtersveld 
43 (100) 41 (100) 



55. 

b) Household compof.ition and herd sj_zc. 

I now wish to di:=;t:i.ng·,1i sh beb-,;ean the following types of hcuse­

holds: 

i) where.: the onl11 source of inco;-,-..o is from pension:8: or soc5.al 

wel:i':2re pc,y1nen ts. 

ii) where tbe head of tile hol1.schoJ.o. j s involved in farming on a 

full--tinie basis . 

. i.ii.) 1,1h2:ce one per.son othe..::- than the household head i.s involved 

in farming full-tiPe. 

iv) when~ no mern.bcr of the household it- it1volved ir, fz.rmir).9 on 

a full-time basis. 

Since it i.s not coflUY\On in the Richte~sveld for unmarried work i.ng 

children to (.~ontribute a portion of: their wages to the housefoJ.a 

on a regular bilsis, it there fore follo·.vs that the ma.in source of 

income of ti1e household is the hot:isehold }1ead himself. However, 

where the sen of u,e household is actively involved in farming it 

means that he is contributing to the household because he i..s 

performing a task which would otherwise be done either by the 

household head himself (who would, as a result lose money he 

could earn as a migrant worker) or by an employed shepherd {who 

would have to be paid a regular wage). 

This is not to say that unmarried migrants make no cash contri­

butions to the household, nor that migrants never assist in the 

job of locking after the herd; t hey very often do help. But 

the significance o f their contribution is smal 1 when comparGd to 

that of the he ad of the household or a son who is a full - time 

shepherd. And if one is attempting to trace and classify the 

J 
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main source of 5.ncor.ie of the household, it is necessary to looJ.: 

first at the act.i vi ty of the househnJd h£, .:id c: . .nd then at the otr.e :;;­

me tr.be.rs involved in farming on a full-time ba.sis. 

Table :.L 3 g.ives thC:> number of households in each 0£ t11e above four 

categories in r:-.~-: teen fon tein and l~u.bo2s. It can b~ seen that r.:or.e: 

than half of the hous2holds in the t.t-'O sett l ements has no meml'::~i-:s 

who are full-time :ner.ders or far-rr.ers. Of these, 64,5 per cent 

in Kuboes and 37, 5 per cent :tn Eksteenfontein own no stock at all. 

Or, if one excludes the households in category i, this cons ti \..utes 

40 and 21, 4 i?G:r c~nt of the Cc!conon,L:::.ally active households in 

Kuboes and E~steenfontein respectively, 

Table 3. 3: Main economic a.cti vi ty of households in Kuboes and 
Eksteenfontein (percentages in brackets). 

l<uboes Eksteenfontein 

i pensions and social 5 (9 I 1) 7 (20;0) 
welfare only 

ii household head fa.rms 14 ( 25 / 5) 11 (31,4) 

iii onJy son farm.s 5 ( 9 , 1) 1 ( 2 , 9} 

iv no members farm 31 (56,4) 16 (45,7) 

55 (100, 1) 35 ( 100} 

Many ,·:riters have emphasised the fact that one should not be too 

concerned with the actual economic significance of farming under­

takings in certain rural settings where migrant labour has become 

an integral part of social life, since agriculture continues to 

perform certain social functions which are much more important 

{Carstens, 1966; Murray, 1976; Sharp, 1977 and Spiegel, 1979). 

Nevertheless, I would argue that it is necessary to begin by 

looking at the purely economic implications of farming undertakings 

because they dete~rnine, to a large extent, the nature of the social 
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functions of farming activity. This is especially the c;::_s(~ if 

one is considering the differential involvGment of diff8rent 

households ill fa~r:,ing. Only then can one begin to look at the 

resultant social implications. 

Therefore, I nmJ turn to a di scussicn of the ecor..omic viability c:£ 

farming undertakings in the RichtE.!:rsveld. Perhaps we can begi~ 

by mentioning thc_two bRsic factors which affect the viability of 

herding activity. Firstly I every r.erd needs a specific numb'.;r of 

labour t.:n.t ts in order to cope with it. In this regara we have 

already seen that every herd requires at least one full-time 

shepherd and that this mmtb-2r increases as the herd size increases. 

Secondly, every household nE:eds a ce1·tain number of stock in order 

to meet its basic subsistence requirements. And here one need!:> 

to consider. the number of mouths to feed (i.e. dependants) in a 

household in relation to the size of the herd (Stenning, 1958). 

-Loss of viability therefore occurs whe:i. these basic requirements 

are not met; for example, owing to regular seasonal variations 

(such as lambing season or dry months), irregular natural h~zards 

(such as periodic droughts) or a change in the formal properties 

of the household over time (change in the number of workers and/or 

dependants). In the context of the Richtersveld, however, the 

loss of viability owing to these factors can, to a large extent, 

be overcome by turning to migrant labour as an alternative source 

of income and by entrusting the herd to the care of another or by 

employing a shepherd in order to meet the basic labour requirements. 

The relationship between herd size and labour requirements has 

already been dealt with (see Chapter 2, esp. Tables 2.3 and 2,4}, 
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but it still remains necessary to look at U1e structure of the 

household in relation to herd viabi]1_ty. 'J'a.bles 3. 4 and 3. 5 

attempt to investigate this by comparing the mean herd size, 

worker-depend~nt ratio and age of the household head where one 

or more rr.crnbe rs of t:he household are a.cti vcly involved in farming 

with those where there are none. 

Table 3.4: Comparison of. herd size I age, and wo.cke r-cepenc.:mt 
ratios of farming and non-farming households in 
Eksteenfrn1tein •. 

Mean age of household 
heads 

mean worker-dependant 
ratio 

mean herd size 

No mcJ'llbers 
farming 

43,l yrs. 

1:2,67 

30,8 

Househo}ci.s 

One or more 
meml:,ers farmir.g 

5 7 , 0 'j 'l . .'S , 

1: 1,62 

473 

Table 3.5: Comparison of he.rd s i :7-~·, age, and worker.-dependant 
ratios of farming and r,on-farming houf,eholds in 
Kubocs. 

Mean age of household 
heads 

mean worker-dependant 
ratio 

mean herd size 

No members 
fax-ming 

41,0 

1:2,58 

9,9 

Eouseholds 

One or more 
members f cffr.ting 

51,0 

1:1,68 

230 

It is not surprising to see that the mean nuwber of stock owned 

per household is much higher in those households whej~C there are 

members actively involved in farming than in those where there 

are none. We also see that there are significant differences 

between the· mean ages of the household heac.s and the worker--
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dependant r.atios of these. two categories. Quite clearly the 

worker-depe-ndant ratio is c.1osely rel21ted to the age of the 

household hc~d, since the number of r..cpendants decrenses {and 

workers increase) as the head becomes olcer and the Jdult chiloren 

go out to work or leave the household permanently. 1 It i ~; much 

rnore difficult to estc>blish, however, whether there is a casual 

relationship between these three variabJ.es. If one were to argue 

that the majority (or at least a large proportion) of households 

incre2se their herd size as th~ houser.old completes its davelcp­

tnen tal cycle, thGn the more f avoui:-abl e workr-;r-dependant ratio is 

largely coincidental, since the herd size in itself is much more 

viable in terms of the nurr~er of dep8ndants it can sup~ort. 

Consequently, such a low worker-dependant ratio is not necessary. 

On thG other hand, if one were to argue that the herd only can 

become viable when the household has reached a posJtion where 

there is a favourable worker-dependant ratio, then it becomes 

very difficult to account for the tremendous difference in the 

mean herd size between the two categories. In other words, herd 

size or genera 1 profitability of the herd would become relatively 

unimportant, but household structu~e would not, Quite clearly 

both arguments are applicable, but a closer investigation of the 

household developmental cycle is necessary before one can draw 

general conclusions. 

l 
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c) Household developme~tal cycle. 

Table 3,6; 1-~ge distributions of ll~ac.s Gf farming and non~ 
farming households in Xuboes and Eksteenfontein. 

20-39 40-49 50-59 60+ Total 

Farming 4 5 '1 6 19 
Kuboes 

Non-farming 14 9 6 2 31 

Pcffming l 2 3 6 12 

1ron-f arming 7 7 2 16 

If we correlate age of the household head and involvement i..n 

farming (Tab le 3. 6) , it is appan~n t th at the high2r. age cate:5o:-:ies 

have i'l mnch greater proportion of households which c:U:::e active ~y 

involved in farming. However, whether these observations cun noN 

necessarily be interpreted in terfils of a ho\.~sehold develop,nental 

cycle 1 is another matter. 

Fortes (1958) outlined the dangers of trying to explain variation 

between households in terms of "types" rather than "phases", that 

is to say, without taking cognizance of the time dimension as an 

important independent variable {with specific reference here to 

the domestic developmerital cycle). HowGvC=r, it is similar)y 

unwise to assume that variation which coincides with· different 

stages in a household cycle necessari l y can be explained only in 

terms of phases without recognising the possibility of processual 

differences. To do so, would be to assume that observed 

differences de not give rise to ~eal structural differences within 

the Reserve. Sharp 1:ecogni zes this limitation of the developmenta.J 

cycle approach and points out that " ..•.. if change is ra.pid, the 

situation of today's 60 year-olds may not accurately portray the 
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future situation, at that age, of t0day's 30 yea1--olds" (197i:215). 

Whereas Sharp can (in the ca.ses of Kornmaggas and Concordia) assume. 

that structura.l change will not significantly influence h:Ls con­

clusions concerning the household development cycle "which general 

observation ccnfirrns" ( ib.id) , I cannot do the same. 

Not only has change in the Richtersveld been so rapid as to limit 

the validity of conclusJ.ons which mi.ght be made about the general 

natur.:-e of long··tcrm developmental cycle p3.tterns, but the cbstacles 

which prevent the establishment of new large herds make i "t. hj_c;)1ly 

unlikely that. many of the contempcra.ry young households will ev-er 

enter farming in any meaningful mar.nei:. 2 In fact., the tobles 

which point to a higher proportion of farming households among the 

higher age categories are also indicative of c1 la1,ge-scale move 

away from farming towards migrant labour. The work~r-depcndant. 

ratio, which is higher for households wit~ younger heads, con­

sequently fol lows a predictable pattern. 

This situation is very different from that reported by Sharp (1977) 

for Kornaggas and Concordia, while Carsten 1 s findings are somewhat 

outdated for direct comparisions to be made. Nevertheless, 

Carsten's observation that "mixed farming is the economic activity 

to which most people aspire ..... because the pattern of mixed 

farming is a function of the total network of social activities 

which occur in the community of Steinkopf" (1965:46), deserves 

some comment. One wonders, for example, to what extent this 

might continue to be the case today - almost 25 years after the 

fieldwork was undertaken (and when it was estimated that 78,5 per 

cent of the income was derived from sources other than farming). 

Sharp's rr..ore recent findings, however, support Carsten's comments 
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as far as the social significance of farming is concerned, even 

thcugh there is a signj_ficant proportion of the population which 

is not directly invui.ved i.n farr,\ing. For example, only 36 per 

cent of the households in I<omaggas and Concordia own any stock 

whatsoever (ibid ;113). 

Quite surprisingly this figure is much lower than that recorded 

for Kuboes and Eksteenfontein 1 where it w.:i.s found that 74,4 per 

cent of the households owned some stock (see Table 2.1). H~M 

does one then account for the ap?arent fifference between the 

significunce of (n.rming in the Richtersvelct and the othei:- Reserves? 

Firstly, as we have seen 1 economicaLly viable. farming is possible 

in ~:ht> Rich te:::-s veld. 'l'his is pi:irr.arily <lue i:.o th8 L:irsE.". size ..:if 

the RL~ht8rs~1f'-\ld combtned with J.ts lmv population. Because r,ome 

fan,;t~t-3 h-;1v0 been w~ry Guccessful, th~y have .b~en 2ml~ to ex;:-iloit 

the 8CtViron:ncnt ri1t1cn :-nore effectively t.han their less wec:c.lthy 

coun l:erpari:s. Thi~ in itself has gi,~n rise to a silu~tion where 

_;_ t 1·, ~, .-.; become incr.ec:i.sJ.nc;l.y di f £icult for ne·.'l fan,H! r:s to est,u::i li ~h 

s~qnific2.r.t herns. ~~ the same time, the expected standa~d of 

ltvir..g of the younger. n';sidents =1.nd the srn~ller stoc]-:. owners have 

tAen ra.ise<l o.nd they i,ave become unwilling to j_nvest f';One:y and labot1 ::..· 

in the hope of 10ss5.ulc fu·tu.-re teturns i-li'.d hnve ten0ed to tur':l. tc 

migrant lal)ou,.· as un ,:i.lternative c;,1r8i?..r t.o L:irming. 

SeconJly I as has .b~•~n c~rgued abov2 , ztock fa ;mi.nq on <':'.Or;\,I\\U11.1.l land 

doe~ not ,1eo.!~S:-trtly giv(.2 :r.~.sc to an 8CJUitabl1) oi.stributicn e,f 

stock ownersh i p. If one" !:oees e f;'f .3ctive c1CCP.SS to land in terrns of 

t.ht! r.u,r.b~r of :;t:o<~}~ o;-iEcrl, th,:~,L it is c lea:t:· t-r1i'.t dlff.erent.i. ,--11 

s tock 01nership results J.n diffe~~ntial access to 1 2nd and h~~ ce 
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income derived from fa.rrr,ing. If plots of land are allocated to 

indi viouals, the ca.pit nl inves trnent of each indi v:\.d.ual j s :i j_mi -l:ec. 

by the amount of land at his disposal -- unlike the tarn:e1~.s in 

the Richtersveld who are able to increase thelr herds (in theory 

at least) indefinitely. In those areas where plots are &llocated 

on a more equJ, table basis 0very person wr:o has access to a plot is 

in a position to use that !,Jlot. with the minimum of capital inv~st-

mE:nt. At th,_,. same time, wher.e there is a relatively low limit 

to the number of plots which can be allocated to arty one person, 

this tends to reduce the differentiation which might be bro:.1<;ht 

about by differenticl capital investment, 1.e. stoc:k, mach.i.ne~y, 

fertilizer, et.c. 

'I'he third point worth mentioning is related to the secur.i. ty of 

employme.nt opportunities outside the Richtersveld. Sharp (1977) 

has stress~d the fact that ups and downs of the cop?er mining 

industry have left a significant mark on t.he residents of those 

Reserves which supplied them with labour. Owing to excessive 

fluctuations in the price of copper, lan;e numbers of mine worker3 

have at times been retrenched. F.ven today this is a very real 

danger which faces these workers and by keeping an active interest 

in farming, they are in effect insuring themselves against such 

an eventuality. Very few of the residents in the Richtersveld, 

on the other hand, have been or are employed in the copper 

indu.s try. 'l'he vast majority of them are employed by the diamond 

mines (at Ale:,:ander Bay, Oranjemund and Sendelingsdrift) and the 

related industries (such as the farm at Beauvallon which sup!)lies 

the above three r(lining towns with their. fresh oroduce) . Since 

the price of diamonds is very strictly cont:rolled, the industry 
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( and hence re lated j o;:i opportunities) ar.e very sound. Con-

sequently, the mi_grant worker in the F.ichten;veld do~s notneed 

the same insurance against the possible loss of ernpl oymr~nt 

opportcniti~s as <lo the workers in certain other Reserves. 

Fourthly, ¼hen one compares the situation in the Rural Coloured 

Areas with thof>e of the Black Horc1el~nds and ether rur.al areas ir. 

Southern l-\frica, there a.re certain important differe~ces which 

need to be considered, There is no legislation which prevents 

the worker from leaving the Rural Coloured Areas permanently or 

from findi:rig permanent employment. in the industrial centres. In 

this regard it rnigh t therefore be argued that the BJ ack migrant 

worker is encouraged to retain ~1 active interest in farming. 

Jn addition, bride wealth payments in the for.m of cattle still 

constitute a very real social obligation on the part of the young 

migrant, while in some areas, such as L~sr-tho, no pensions are 

payed.. By the same arguments used above, ~- t can be seen that in 

such circumstances it is likely th;:;t far.ming shoul d play an 

important role in the lives of all migrants. 

In the absence of these factors, Sharp has argued that farming 

activity and specifically the access to the material resources 

of the Reserve an'! directly related to the sense of community which 

exists in the various Reserves. In Komaggas the notion of 

citizenship was developed in order to protect the economic 

interests of the corn:r,uni ty, whose members the::ceby differentiated 

between themselves and other people in the Reserve. In a sense, 

therefore, us~ of the land might be seen as the pr<~rogative of 

all "bm:gers" and invol vernent in farming as an 0xpre3sion of this 
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right. In cont:i:-ast to the well cbvelopeo notions of ful.1 1nerribc~:s 

and resi.den-t non-members found in Komaggas, the Richter:::;veld as ~ 

whole did not develop along these sar.ie lines. Being the most 

northerly and isolated of tha Res(:'rves, the p:ressu:r:e 0::-1 lanJ was 

not as g2.·eat as elsewhere. Partly because of this no stronq 

rr,iss.ion was established in the Richte.rsveld and the few outs..i.dr;rs 

who did enter the area. therefore found no difficulty in gaining 

residence rights and we:r.e rapidly r.:~sorbed into the local population 

In the Rich tersve.lct., there fore, there is no sense of communi t:y 

which turns the population i.ls 2i whole into a community of faJ:rr:ci.·s 1 

whether they be actively involved in farming or not. 
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Migrants, farming migrants and farmers. 

It is not my aim to deny that the household developmental cycle 

can account for the differential involvement of many households 

in migrant labour and farming activity, for it is true that there 

are ceri:ain cyclical patterns •11hich are common to many households 

in the Richtersveld. It is simply my contention that .in the 

long term these differences can be seen to result in real 

typological divisions. In other words, we need to look at the 

differences between households pr.irnarily in terms of types, n1ther 

than phases. In this regard I th2reforc propose to distinguish 

between three ,Efferent types of households: migr,;;1nt.s, far:rting 

mig-ran ts and f.~nners. 

i) The migrant hcn~ellolrls might be definej as those wh0se 

only source oi' income is d~Jri ved from was-e~-lar.,our acti v.i. ties. 

F~·ora Tab Le 2 .1. .i. t can be seen tha'.: 25, 5 per cent of the 

househo .lds in Kuboes and Ekstcenfontein own ~o stock at all. 

HC',,le ·✓er, i.t ~,! 01 ·. l.d be reii1~mbereo. that (bosc.-:1 on the sample 

of: 90 hou!::i~ho1.1:i.s .L r: .Ku.bor:s and £0.::;t.eenfontej_n ·- 'fable 3. 3) 

who had been farmers for the greater part of their economicall 

'.!'he remainc.c.-, r - i.e. 13,3 per cent - can the-r,, 

fci.e be class.i. b.20. as m..i.grc1..,.t honsel1olds. Ot all the heacs 

of t-J·,e hou~eh(1lcts in this catego:ry whi.cii I ~:.1:i:erviewed not 

one exp~~ssed U1~ Cesire to begin to build up a herd. 

claimed that 1::1ey cou.l.cl not h12 boUwre:li ot:he:cs !:::aic.1 t:h,:i.t 

a srnall ncrc. \..o.:..:i not ecnnorr.-1.. co l l y vtctble; while .qu.;.te a fr.::w 

said the:..·,: it ;, ;;:,s tv J.at<::: fer H·,e,n ;_o switch l:o farm.i.n::f c1s 2, 

"Die ryk bosxe 
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is ons te ver voor.". Quite. clearly, therefore, households 

in this category showed no signs of turning to farming at 

a later stage. Some of the ~eads of these household~ had 

in f c.ct been farmers when they werE-:. y ow,ger, but in ne"'r.ly 

all these cases they had lost all or most of their stock 

duri~g severe drou0hts and hzid therei:or.e turned to wage­

labour us a. rnore secure, and often more lucrative, activtty. 

Lookeci at from this per~pective, it is clear that most. of 

the households which m·m between one and fifty head of stock 

can also be included in this category. We have already seen 

that none of them has members who are actively involved il"'. 

farming on a full-time basis (Chapte:t 2). As was th~ case 

with those hou~ehold heads who owned no stock, these wcrkers 

also did not foresee the possibility of one d~y turning to 

farming as a full-time activity. Tn all cas~s they saw 

their stock simply as a cheap source of meat for th~ir 

domestic needs. In the absence of evidence to the contra~y, 

there is therefore nothing to suggest that stock ownership 

for people in this category now, or in the future, signifies 

anything differei:.t from the vegetables which many urban 

residents grow in their back yards. This group, which 

constitutes 19,5 per cent of the households in Kuboes and 

Eksteenfontein can therefore also be included in the category 

of migrant households. 

ii) The farmer households are those where the head or at least 

one other member of the household is involved in farming 

activity on a ful 1-time basis. From the sample of 90 house-
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hcl<ls in Kuboes ana Eksteenfontein it can be seen tilr:?t 

3'1- 1 4 per cent of the househol•)s faJ 1 into this category. 

Here the existence of a household developmental cycle is of 

the gre:J.test significance I SJ.nee one can perceive patterns 

of activity which clea::-:-ly are cyclical .i.n n . .::iture. Of the 

:n houSi-"holds in the sa.rnple wi.1ich can be classified thus, 

six have he.ads who are migrants, while fifteen of the heads 

who an~ today full-time farmers hi:\ve, at some stage er their 

lives, been wage-earners. Also, it is likely that, on the 

basis of the age of the household head and the size of the 

herd, the six heads who are at present migrant workers will 

eventually become full-time farmers. 

These trends can be explained in terms of the household 

viability, i.e.. herd size and worker-dependent ratio. 1\ll 

of the household heads in this ca.tegory inherited relatively 

large herds from their fathers (in most cases more than 100). 

Many of them had become wage-labourers during the period 

that their herds were still in the care of their fath8rs 

in order to save some money and allow the herd to in.crease 

in size, whilst the household structu'Ce w..is still relatively 

favourable. Those who had inherited smaller herds were 

gene:r,qlJy not in n pos"i tion t.o become full-time farmP.rs by 

the time their families had begun to inc;:-e.ase and generalJ.y 

had to wait until the children began working before they 

could leave wage-labour employment and turn to full-time 

farming. 

Not all the sons of farming households necessarily become 

farmers themselves. Parudoxically, many farmers with 
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large herds have tended to invest in their childrens' 

educations even though the sons were, by virtue of thei~ 

assured large inheri timces, in a very favourable p.:)si tion 

to hecome successful tarmers. 3 In all cases, however, the 

eldest son - who was the one who took over or assisted in 

looking after the herd - was the most likely to continue 

farming. Those children who entered the wage-labour n\urket 

were clearlj not forced into it through economic necess!ty, 

but it is significm1t to notice that they have tended to 

become white-collar workers and not manual labou~ers.~ 

iii) It can now be seen that the remaining households (20,5 per 

cent) can be classified as farming-misrant households. 

That is to say, they are in an int0.rm12diate position b2tv:ec::n 

the farming and migrant households. Many of the. heads of 

these households claim that they are in the process of 

building up their herds in order to become full-time farmers, 

al though it is unlikely that wany of them wi 11 realise this 

ambition. The remainder will stay migrants throughout 

their economically active lives and, as the herd will be 

divided betw0en their children, the chances that they will 

become full-time farmers grow increasingly smaller. 

Consequently, the children of these households (especially 

the sons) will therefore find themselves in the category of 

migrants, with little prospect of ever entering farming in 

a meaningful manner. In the light of these observations 

it therefore follows that long-term cyclical household 

patterns are only appropriate to a small section of this 

category, since most cf them will permanently move away from 

fa1,ning towards migrant labour. 
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Until now I have been emphasising w:1at Raikes hes terrnE::d the 

"cla.;;sic" process of :rnl'.'al differentiation - the process whereby 

there has been an emergence of a class of rich farmers (gradually 

transforming themselves into capital5 .. st farmers) on the one 1-\and 

and thG conconutant extrusion of~ class of landless (or in the 

case of the RiditG::r.-sveld, stockles.!..i) labourers on i:he other (1978: 

26 8) . However, unlike some wr i te:rs who have seen sirni lar pa7.tcrns 

of rural aifferentiation as being significant of the emergence of 

"reaJ." class aifferences (see for eX<'lP1ple, Carter, 1975; T11rton, 

1975 and Allan, 1949), I propose to use the preceding discussion 

merely as a startinr:f point in the anc:lysis of class formation in 

the Richtersveld, while fully recognising that these diffRrences 

are not necessarily indicative o[ classes, 

This "classic" conception of rural differentiation has been 

severely criticised, both in terms of its theoretical inadequacy 

and its essentially incorrect conclusions. Various writers have 

pointed out that it is a wholly static concepticn which ignores 

the processes of class formation (Raikes, 1978), that it ignores 

the idea of class consciousness (Cliffe, 1978) and that it over­

looks the significance of the mode of production as opposed to 

access to the means of production (Scott, 1978). Other writers 

have suggested alternative interpretations of the observe d 

differences by dismissing it as insignificant in the process of 

class formation in view of the possible Chayanovian-type demographi 

explanations which might be offered (Spiegel, 1979). 

With regard t o this last point, I have already looked at the 

involvement in farming and migrant labour in terms of a possible 

developmental cycle of the domestic group. However, this line of 

expJ.anation needs to be seen in terms of ideological and political 
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factors whi.ch might lend credence to real typological di ffe:renc-es 

which in tl'rn mi']ht or might not be significant of actuzil cla~s 

differences. In the two chapters which follow I therefore look 

at the nature of social groups in the Richtersveld primurily from 

a historical perspective and attempt to describe the cor,sciousness 

associated with each. 

I 
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Notes to Chapter 3. 

1. It might be nrgued thnt there is also a brief period, shortly 

after marriage, during which there a:ce no children and there­

fore a higher worker-dependant x.-atio. However, in the 

Richtersveld t:his per.iod is generally so brief (in fact, 

children very often precede the marriage) that it is of little 

or no consequence to the present argument. 

2. Admittedly m2iny of these factors were present in the past. 

As was mentionGd above (p. 4 8 .) , certai.n residents of the arE a 

were £0:r.ced to become shepherds for the large stock owners. 

It should also be remembered that, prior to 1925, Ijigrant 

labour was not an alternative to farming, s.ince there were no 

jobs in the vicinity of the Richtersveld. Many informants 

also report that many residents turned to migrant labour 

immediately a:.~ter the mines were opened at the mouth of the 

Orange Rive!'.". 

3. However, it should be noted thut this tends to keep the g~eater 

part of the herd concentrated in the hands of thn one or two 

sons who wish to carry on farming. 

4. That is to say, they become teachers 1 clerks, nurses, etc. 
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The Bosluis Basters - group identity and 

attitudes to farming. 
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a) The history of the Bosluls Basters. 

The history of Num.&qualand during the L~s)'-. two centu:d.es, although 

by no means uneventful or uninte~esting, has genernlly been 

neglected by South African hi.storians. It is no-t my aim here 

to attempt to rectify this situation, no:r even to provide a 

summary of this history 1 , but sirnply t.o outline certain trends 

and processes which have a bearing upon my thesis. 

Prior to the 1700' s NRr.1agualarid and Bushman land were inhabi. tee 

by small nomadic groups of pas~oralists m1d hunter-gatherers -

generally referred to as Hot~:entots (Kho:i..khoi) and Dushnien (San) 

respectively. Land wa!:, relatively plentiful and the political 

organization of the Khoikhoi was wei'lk '- - thereby p:?:"ovidin-;r them 

with nei t.her reason nor means to resist the Wf;.ve,s of immigrants 

from the South which were to follow. 

In the first instance, there were the "0rli:im" settlers t·1ho were 

the cJisplaced Khoikhoi from the South-westerr. Cape. They met 

with little resistance in their northerly tre-.k and where they 

wished to settle in areas already inhabited by the indigenous 

Nama clans they either established a hegemony over the lotte1.· or 

induced them to move further north towards the Orange River. 

The next wave of .settlers was that of the so-called "Basters O who 

have subsequently been referred to as the "actual pioneers of the 

North-wester.n Cape" (van der Merwe, 1945:207). The term "Baster" 

was generally used to denote the " ..... cross between European 

and people of colour, with a pres ump ti on 1n favour of the European­

Hotte~tot cross'' (Marais, 1939:10). The Basters at the Cape were 

not simply the offspring resulting from brief liasons between 
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European men und Hottentot womeP.. Instead, lasting relationships 

were generally established between the rarents (i',l,ac C:c0ne, j 95 7 ! 

3). 3 Racial attitudes at the Cape by the 18OO's were such that 

Tl a Boer who took a Hottentot wife lost caste among his own r,eople, 

•...• (and) his children could not !"lope to join the Boe~ society" 

(Marais, 19 39: 11) • However, it is also likely that those 

Europeans who did take Hcttentot wives were generally from the 

pcorer landless ciase. These Europeans, who had imbibed the 

racial attitudes at the Cape, snw other whites as equals and 

working for ~1em was therefore not viewed as desirable (van der 

Me rwe , 19 4 5 : 4 ) • At the same time, they wished to escape from 

the prejudices at the Cape and large numbers of Basters were thus 

induced to trek northwards in search of land. 

On the one hand the Basters were outcasts from the wh.i te section 

of society, while on the other they saw themselves as bein<; 

superior to Hottentots and other people of colour. 

"The Bastards, or Bastard Hottentots, especially those 

who could lay claim to white blood, regarded themselves 

as a class who were very much superior either to the 

aboriginal inhabitants or the slaves. The designation 

"Bastard" was not, as one might irr.agine, a ·term of abuse, 

but one in whi.ch the owner took a proper pride, for it 

distinguished him from the despised Hottentot kinship 

which he was only too anxious to conceal" (Mac Crone, 1957: 

120). 

In some parts the Basters were rapidly absorbed into the local 

Khoikhoi populations, while in others the latteL moved north-

wards upon their arrival.~ Under these circumstances, according 
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to all reports, the notion of Baster, as being distinct from 

the Khoikhoi, began to lose ,nost of its signi fica.nce, al though 

the term was still used by outsiders tD ~2scribe all those who 

were of mixed descent (!.-'iarais, 1939:75), 5 

The white 'lrekboers following close on the heels of the B2.st.££.§_ 

founc ther.i~elves, at least initially, in a similar situation, 

The racial attitudes which they brought with them proved to be 

of little consequence in this. land beyond the Cape frontier. 

There is much evidence which points to substantial social and 

racial integration between the white Trekboers ~nd other sections 

of the population. Dis·tinct cult.ural and physical di v.t.:::ions, 

such as mi£ht initially have existed, appeared to be diminishing 

and people found ther:1.selves not as belonging to any specific 

category, but rather on a continuum somewhere between the tuo 

poles of wh:i..te and Khoikhoi (Sharp, 1977:.16). 

If we contrast this situation to that found on the eastern 

frontier, then the sparse population (and hence the general 

availability of land), the absence of significant political 

groups among the Khoikhoi, as well as the social and geo­

graphical isolation o~ the region, might all be considered 

as being significant. Quite· predictably there fore, the in-

creased population, the increased pressures on land, the 

extention of the frcntier northwards and the establishment of 

mission stc..tions which protected the lm1d rights of -the local 

populations, all had & significant influence upon relations 

between various sections of the Namaqualand population. For 

although the initial integration which undoubtedly t8ok place 

tended to reduce real cultural and racial di vision5, other factors 
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were at play which brought about a situation in which new 

boundaries were r.:reated and the significance of act.ual or 

objective differences could be manipu.lat.Ed to suit particular 

situaticns. 

As thE' frontic1: extended n0rthwards, the whi tcs, wl:.o were 

most familiar with the whole system of j_ndividual lane] free­

hold and who were favoured by tl'ie coloni.al govern.m2nt, managed 

to obtain title deeds to the land they occupied, Baste.rs and 

Rhcikhoi, however, soon realised that the mission statior~s 

provided a safeguard against the encroaching Bo~rs. Carstens 

tells, for example, of the chief of a tribe of Little Namaqua 

" .•••. who was jo'clrneying to Cape Town in se.arch of a missionary 

to serve him and his people at l.eliefontein'1 
( 1966: 237). It 

seems likely that the mere need fo~ a spiritual lea6ez was not 

the mc:i.jor motive I for 11 
••••• it is p!:'obable that he needed support 

in the face of the encroaching Boers" (Carstens, 1966 :237). 

In those arP.as where L1nd was scarce, the arrival of misstonaries_ 

rapidly led to the formation of group identities which could 

easily be used to restrict the numbers of people entering the 

sever.al mission communities. 

Although there was a distinct correlation between colour and 

the decision to enter the mission stations, this relationship 

did by no means apply in all cases. We know, for example, 

that sorr-e whites entered the missions and became assimilated 

into these communities, primarily by marrying into the.m., while 

some Baster families preferred to remain outside the mission 

station areas in the hope that they could become accepted as 

whites and acquire their own farrns. 
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One such group consisted of a nu.ilbe::r of Baster farnilies, 

originally from the. Western Cape (Worcester and surrotmds) , 

who had settled in the VanLhynsdorp ctrea during the latter 

half of the last century. Gradually these Bast~~ began to 

be assimilated by the white Vanrhynsdorp congregation, while 

at the same time significant class divisions began to emerge, 

On the one hand, only one or two of the Baster families were 

able to acquire their own farms, while on the other their 

ranks werr2 swelled by poo:cer secti.o:.1s of the white comrnuni ty 

who married into the group. 

Then, during the Boer Wars, events took a dramatic turn. A 

Boer Corr,mar.do under the leadership of General Manie Mciri tz 

launched a raid into J.\I amaqual e.nd - ~ppa:r.ently with the specific 

purpose of terrorising those ¼'ho did not actj. vely support them. 

As one eye-witness recoW1ted the st.ory; 

"Ek was toe nog maar baie jonk - omtrent vyf of 

ses jaar oud (he was born in 1895) - en ons was 

bywoners op 'n plaas naby Cal vinia. Dit was vroeg 

more toe ons omtrent twaalf ruiters uit die noorde 

sien aankom. Tue die ruiters naby ons kom, kon ons 

sien dat hulle Boere was. Ek kan nou nog sien hoe 

hulle by ons werf aangekom het met bandoliers so 

kruis oor die skouers. My pa was besig voor ons ou 

huisie om hout te kap. Hulle het niks gevra nie en 

net vir Pa gegryp en horn begin slaan. Ons kinders 

was toe nog almal baie jonk en kon niks doen om te 

help nie. Toe se hulle vir my moeder om ons gewere 

te bring. Daar was twee mooi ou gewere wat my pa 
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gebruik het. om mee te jag en d..i.e is tee gebree]c 

en gebu.\g. En wat is di t we r-a? J'y kan mos niks doen 

met 'n <]ev;eer rrtet 'n gebuigrl8 lOQP. en 'n g!;;!breeklt! 

kolf. Toe het hulle my pa net daar laat 1~ en weg­

gery. Ons het toe later gehoor dat hi.;_l ook by ander 

mense was. Ek weet nie wuarom hulle dit gedoen het 

nie. Ons w;::.s tog hul eiG mon::;e en ons het toe nog nie. 

vir die Er.gelse g12baklei nie", 

Although I could find no direct records of these events, Lcrd 

Milner reported: 

''Brutal treatment and mu:c~er of Natives are a matter 

of daily occurrence ..... NothiDg more disgracef'Jl 

has happened in modern war than the t~eatment of 

the colour8d man, E3au, at Calvin.la. Whether they 

have actually murdered him, I do not yet know.6 What 

I do know is that they flogged him till he fainted, 

for the of fence of being loyal to the British C:cown ... " 

(extract from a letter dated 19/2/1901, Heaalam, 1933~223). 

There can be little doubt that a certain section of the Van­

rhynsdorp congregation had been assaulted by the Boers. However, 

the inevitable question ari5es: What were the grounds fer 

distinguishing between them and the rest of the congregation? 

The "Times History of the War in South Africa" noted: 

" ..•.. defection {from the Doers) merely represented 

leakage from the lower class of Boers, bywoners, 

landless rnen who had no stake in the country ...• " 

(Amery, 1907:2-19). 



"In the North-Western (Cape) .... owhere th2 white 

population was very sparse, half-casLe B2stards 

and Cape Boys were enrolled in considerable nillC\·­

bers ...•. " (Amery, 1907:250). 
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It can there fore be seen that the Boers (W1der the leadership 

of Manie M2ritz, who held strong racialistic views) knew that 

both the peopl2. of colour and landless Boers \•:ere potential 

enemies. They raided the ho~cste~ds of those who did not 

actively support them as well as those whom they feared might 

join the Bri ttsh. Consequently, it can be seen that class as 

well as skin colour were the bases of their discrimin~tion. 

But the result of these actions was exactly the opposite ~o 

what the Boers had hoped. Nearly all those who had been 

assaulted then went and joined the Drit:1.sh. The unfortu.nats 

result wa~ that after the War thesA people were then ostracised 

by tbe Vanrhynsdorp congregation (since the remainder had all 

supported the Boers) and were forced to form their own con-

gregation elsewhere. This was then do~e and a small church 

was erected on the farm called II Bosl ui s" about 120 kilometers 

north-east of Vanrhyns<lorp. It was also here that they were 

first given the name of "Bosluis Basters". 

The Bosluis Basters were landless stockfarmers who trekked 

around in search of grazing fer their herds. During the 

early part of the 20th Century there were still large tracts 

of unclaimed "crown land" and it was here where many of them 

managed to eke out a living. Others became "bywoners" 7 on 

whi te-owne.d fanns, offering their services in returr. for 

grazing-rights for their own heres. The relationship between 
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landowning farmer anJ bywoner was a very specific one in tlle 

history of wh.Lte farming in South Afr.i.ca. It irrplied sub-

stanticll ~quality between the two part:i.es, ev~n though the 

farmer was the landowner and the bywo!"Ler not. 0 

Although the bywone:r in most cases worked for the farmer, he 

was also recognised as being a farmer in his own right. In 

the case 0f t...~e Bosluis Basters (who c:11 owned stock) it is 

therefore clea1· that in order. to cecorne bywoners on whj.te :°ams, 

they had to be accep~ed as nenr equaJ s ~ Ownership of stoc% 

played an important role, but they also had to e!Tlphasise 

cultural similarity to the whites and dissimilarity fror.i the 

Khoikhoi. Physicctl features of race were also irri.portant, since 

no person with obvious Khoikhoi features could h,1ve hoped to 

become a bywoner in this sense. 

Consequently, the Boslui.-; Basters began to see themselves, 2nd 

.no doubt were seen by others, as a sepa~ate group. Although 

they were not 11whi te 11
, they were also distinct from the u coloureds 1• 

and Khoikhoi. The Bosluis Basters were widely dispersed through-

out Boesmanlana and Namaqualand, but the church at Bosluis provided 

the means of bringing them together ( ut least for the most 

i mportant church services) and retaining their identity as a group. 

The y did not readily mix with outsiders who were darker skinned 

than themselves and adhered to strict norms of endogamy unless 

they ;.;ere able to marry "vorentoe" (i.e. with someone who was 

lighter skinned than themselves). 

Perhaps these feelings of racial or cultural superi o r:i.ty which 

were felt by the Bosluis Basters can best be illustrated by 
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quoting a-: some length f:r.:om H. A, Roussouw's account of. one of 

hi.s expcrie.ncE" s with them: 

"Voor on~ afskeid neem van die Doesmanland en sy mense, 

moet ek eers vertel van 'n ui ters interessante grcepie 

mense, interessant weens ht.11 houding teenoo:c die Kleur-

linge. Dit is die Basters van Bosluis en orngewing. Hulie 

het nie almal op Bosluis <J8WOon nie. Weliswuur w .:'1s hulle 

daar meer gekonsentreerd, want <lit was feitlik hul hoof­

kwartier, want hulle het daar ~ van sink-gcmaakte kerkie 

en sk.ool gehad ..... Amptelik was die skoal h Kleurling­

skool. '?oc die blanke onderwyser bed<1i!.k, word geadvertcer 

vi r 'n Kle urlingonder.wyse r. Daar korn toe drie aansoeke. 

Nou is daar moeilikhcid, weet ek, want ek ken hierdie rnense. 

Ek be!& 'n oue:r.vergadering en gc:.an daarheen gewapen met die 

drie aansoeke. Daar was die waardige ou vader, Dirk Uys, 

met sy spits baard en weglesnor. Hy was die voorsi tter. 

Daar 1,<•as Meyers, Volrnoers (Farmers) , Cloe tes, Groenewald, ens. 

Toe reeds het ek almal lankal goed geken. Sornmige van kinds-­

been af. Ek vertel hulle dat ons gellL1<kig was om die aansoeke 

van gekwalifiseerde onderwysers te ontvang en hulle moet my 

nou help om n keuse te rr,aak, want dis hulle wat rr.et die man 

sal meet saamwerk. Net ·daar b€gin die poppe te dans. 

"Is di t aldrie wi tmmme of is daar 'n bruinvel ook by?" 

11 Ssssj mense, julle mag nie so praat nie. Dis aldrie Kleur­

linge, maar van goeie stoffasie, ook rnaar julle soort". 

Ek vertel in wat'.:er mooi huise sommige Bolandse Kleurlinge 

woon en dat baie van hul motors besit. "Baie van hulle is 

net so wit soos julle. Jul le sal self sien". 
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Tee praat: cu Dir}~: "Meneer ~,Jee t mos ons wil nie ens \.Ji tn:ense 

hou nie. Ek was al in die Boland en in die Kaar) en hel. alle.s 

gesien. lJie spul hier in N C:T0B.kKalar.d ken meneer mos self. 

Hulle bly verniet op die best8 grond. Maar hulle is te lui, 

onbetroubaar en 01:eer lik. Wa.t hulle verdien, moet da.de lik 

opgernors en opgesuip word. Daarom het hulle nie cen 'n or­

dentelik.e huis orn in te bly nie. Hulle het niks. En daardic 

daarbo ·- 'n bruinve l bly 'n bruinvel. Di t sit in sy bleed." 

"Da.::irdies daarbo, hul le is v:eer alrr,al wynsuipers, rrn·.rers en 

messtekers. Die mooi huise wat hul het en die motors, dink 

ek, is alles op skuld. Ons kan mos ook hier op die gemynte­

grond (reservate) gaan woon. Ons word mos ook ns Kleurlinge 

gereken, ma&r hulle sal ens kaal rowe steel, Maar die groat 

ding is: ons kinders sal met hulle meng en trou. Om di~ 

recle bly ons liewcr hier in die woestyn en k:cy liewer s\,;,aar 

as om met hulle te meng en te trou. Nou kou die meneer skool­

meester hier. Geleerde man, motorkar, en alles blink: Ons 

moet horn loseer. hletnou trou hy met. een van ons kinders 

en as sy daarbo kom, .is hy 'n wynsuiper en messteker. En 

wat die kleur betref - Meneer weet mos hier in Rooifontein 

en Kamassics bly 1r.0B die Basters, maar is hull~ anderster 

as die bruinvelle? Nee, ne.t so sleg. 1
' 

(Rossouw, H.A., 1973:24-5) 9 

Towards the end of the 1940 1 s land was becoming a serious problem 

for the Bosluis Basters. Fewer and fewer farmers were prepared 

to allow them to graze their stock and free land was becowinq 

very scarce. Eventually, in 1948, their p~stor - one Dominee 

Eksteen - obtai11ed permission from the government for them to 
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settle in the Richtersvel<l. An advance group was sent to 

su:cvey the new nprorrLi.s..:?.d lan~i.i• around what v:as then Sti:r1kfontein. 

'!'hey :reported bt1d: to lhe other T'.lembers of the group, and during 

the next few years most of the Bosluis Basters took up all t.~eir 

possessions and moved up into the l-Uchtersveld. 

It ~hould not be thought that the Bosluis Basters were over­

whelmed by the ne~s that they could settle in the Richtersveld. 

Most of them had hoped that the gc\·ernrnent would buy them their 

own piece of land (plans jn this direction had actually reached 

quite an advanced stage before th~y were abandoned, owing to the 

cost which would be involved), slnce it was recognised that 

moving into a '1 coloured 11 Reserve would mean that they would be 

seen as equals. 

facing them. 

In other words, they had a serious decision 

They could either go to the Richtersveld and 

acqui~e access to land, but reduce their chances of ever being 

accepted as whites (a fear which subsequently proved to be very 

well founded after the Nationalist Party came into power) or 

they could remain without land in the Vanrhynsdorp area in the 

hope that they would eventually be accepted as whites, since 

there were indications that their relations with the whites were 

already beginning to improve again. 

The result was that those who had land 1 as well as those who 

did not have stock, remained behind, while the landless stock-

owners moved into the Richtersveld. There were only two exceptions 

to this rule. The one was a particularly dark-skinned man whose 

father owned a farm near Steinkopf 1 but whose mother was a black 

woman. The father died in 1947 and the son therefore decided to 
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sell the farm and move with the rest of the Bosluis group, The 

other was a man who owned .sowJ:1 lanc1, in Boesmanland, but felt some 

responsibility towards the family which had raised him as an orphan 

and therefore left when they left. 

I wish to emphasise tl1rec points which emerge from this discussior.. 

of the history of the Dosluis Basters. Firstly, the fact that 

they did not own land was the main basis upon which the Boer 

commandos distinquished between ther.: and the .rest of the Van­

rhynsdox-p congregation, secondly, that. in their subsequent 

attGmpts to acguire access to land, it became expedient for th~ 

group to st:cess their cultural and racial similarity to "whites" 

and difference from ''coloureds", so as to be given preferential 

treatment by the "white" farmers; <1:nd thirdly, by moving into 

the Richtersveld there appeared to be little reason, at least 

in:i. ti ally, for them to continue st:::-e.ssing their '4whi teness", 



86, 

b) Race, ethnicity and class. 

Since, as we have argued, ther0 were no ~Jsolute lines of cleavage 

between different sections of the Namaqualand population on 

raclal or cu.l tux-al g:n)U..'1ds, it is hardly surprising that the 

Boers tuDiecl to class divisions in defining the boundary between 

"white" and •:caster". The Bosluis group, however, having been 

ostracised by t11e V.:mrhynsdorp "white i: congregation, nevertheless 

retained thP- stereotypes which they had imbibed from their close 

contact with lhe "white" picneers of Namaqualand. Since most of 

them were ver.y poor ~md therefore lacked the means of acquj_ring 

land, they were not in a position (between 1901 and 1949) to 

exploit class rtS a means of disting~ishing between themselves 

and other ''coloureds". Not surprisingly, they turned to 

physical features of race and culture as the primary means of 

defining group membership, even though these differences, 

objectively defined, might not have been very significant (Moerman, 

1974). If we view the Bosluis group as a political interest 

group (Cohen, 1969, 1976), it can be argued that, during this 

period, their main political interest was the acquisition of land, 

both individually as bywoners and collectively by having represen­

tations made, by Dominee Eksteen, to the government. 

Once they had gainerl access to the land in the Richtersveld, 

there appeared to be little justification for continuing their 

discrimination against other "coloureds". Also, there can be 

little doubt that, once they had realised the full implications 

of the Population Registration Act of 1951, this must have induced 

them to reconsider the basis cf their group identity. Accordir,gly r: 
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it was during the first few years in the Reservs that t.ht:c: 

Boslius group, at least temporarily, largely suspended the 

maintenance of clear boundaries. T~e Boorlinge who lived in 

the vicinity of Eksteenfontein during ~his period all recall 

that relations betwe;en themselves ~nd the Kommers were good, 

and one informant even went so far as to remark: "In daardie 

jare het ons socs broer en suster sac:.mgewoon". It was also 

during this period that most of the marriages between Kommer 

aod Boorling took place. 

However, once the Kommers had been accepted as full rnembei.-s of 

the Reserve, it soon became evident that, even in a single area 

with a communal land tenure system, differential access to land 

would be a very importo.nt aspect of their economic welfare, 

Therefore, by the 1960 1 s, the old lines of cleavage, which had 

not yet fully disappeared, could now be mobilised and exploited 

in the ensuing competition for the cont.rel of land and other 

resources in the Reserve. 

Cohen's emphasis on the political aspect of ethnic groups (1969) 

raised certain questions concerning the relationship between 

classes and ethnic groups, since his approach was closely related 

to a Marxian theoretical perspective. In a later work the issue 

is further confused when he moves away from the narrow confines 

of politically motivated ethnic groups and includes classes and 

power elites within his sphere of interest. 

"Classes and power elites cannot be comrehe.nded without 

th8 analysis of symbolic mechanisms that knit their members 

together and transform mere categories of peop:i.e to concrete, 

cohesive, cooperating and re la ti vely enduring groups" (Cohen, 

1976:11). 

http:importa.nt
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Any social g.-roul), therefore, {be it an ethnic group, a racial 

group or- a cla.ss ~ Js, in the f.inc:11 analysis, a poli t.ical inte1-cst 

group. The actual symbols of group jdentity vary greatly (both 

between different groups and within one group over time), but 

their function remains the same (Cohen, 1976:26). Hence, it is 

possible that an ethnic group might become c1 class (ibid, : 69) 

a..t1d, I would argue, vice v~rsa, since social groups are usually 

le.belled on -~he basis of their symbols of :i.denti ty. 

If one therefore rnoves away from the l_)rimodialist propositi0n 

that race, language and c~lture are causally linked, then the 

sharing of a common culture (for examplE:) can be seen as a result, 

rather than a primary definitional characteristic of the social 

group's formation (Barth, 1969:11). F'or although there might 

appear to be a close correlat5.on between r.ace, culture and 

language, S\~ch a proposition does !lot sta-,-.e;_ up to closer scrutiny, 

since the whole area of group identity is viewed as an essentially 

static pheno~enon (Cohen, 1976:15). Racial and cultural 

differences are neither absolute nor immutable, but have their 

base (following Cohen) in political or economic interests. The 

close affinity between Cohen's notions of political and economic 

interests, and Marxian economic determin:i.sm are quite obvious. 

Nonetheless, Cohen's re-emphasis on symbols of group identity 

and Poulantzas' emphasis on class "consciousness" (1973) both 

move away from deterministic models of group formation. The 

close relationship between economic and political facto:rs and 

group formation nev~rtheless remain, but it is another matter 

whethGr one can say that the former determine the latter. For 

example, it was argued above that class, as much as physical 

I 
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features of race fo:rmed the basis of group formation in NamaquaJ.~nd 

in the pas-:-.. At the same time, it was also l:Lkely that the 

process of white group formation was motivated by politic~! (and 

hence economic) interests. That is to say, not only did the 

whites use economic criteria as defining characteristics of group 

membership, but they alsc- established a group identity - as a 

political interest group - in order to maintain or attain an 

economic heg~mony over non-members. 

It is similarly difficult to establish - wj_th regard to the 

present situation in the Richt~rsveld - whether class was the 

cause or result of social grotlp formation. On the one hand, 

membership of the Bosluis group was determined, to some extent, 

by class, while on the other the group itself was a means of 

obtaining politic£1l {znd hence economic) control within the 

Reserve. Quite clearly there is no singJe anJ'br to this question, 
A 

especially in view of the fact that the Richtersveld is not an 

isolated 11 blank slate" within which all the elements of the process 

of group formation might be located. Consequently, pre-existir.g 

cultural and racial differences could have been superimposed on 

the local situation once the Bosluis group had entered the Reserve. 

0 In some social systems ethnic groups co-reside though 

no major aspect of structure is based on ethnic inter­

relations ..... In most cases, such situations have come 

about as a result of external historical events; the 

cultural differentiae have not sprung from the local 

organizational context - rather, a pre-established 

cultural contrast is brought into conjunction with a 

pre-established social system and is made relevant to life 

there in a diversity of ways" (Barth, 1969:30). 
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In essence the same p~oblem confronts cne when taking a class 

perspective, i,.nd the perennial questton still :remains: Does t.he 

material situ&tion of the individual or the consciousness which 

he forr:r.s of it consti.tute the essential reality? 
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c) Atitudes to fc:.rming- a;1d the notion of ''Boer". 

In these R1;:scrve.:; \,.:here an analysis of a common group identity 

can be reducec to a common relationship to the means of production, 

land becorn~s the crucial variable. Within a single Reserve, 

however, unless it can be demonstrated that there is indi vic.ual 

allocation of plots of land, all Registered Occupiers share. a 

common rel?tionship to the most irnpor.tant means of production, 

Le. access to land. I-Ioweve:c, twc important additional fac:tors 

need to be consicered. Firstly, it is the access to and not the 

ownership of the means of production which j_s important. That 

is to say, effective economic owne~ship must be distinguished 

from formal juridical ownership (Poulantzi1s, 19 7 3 ~ 29) . Or, as 

Sahlins has phrased it: 11 We need not be so fascinated with the 

"title n to property as with entitlement, nor with the abstract 

claims of ''ownership" so much as real privi leges of use and 

disposition" (1974:92). In the context of the Richtersvcld it 

can be seen that it becomes important to l ook at stock ownership 

not only because it represents an element of the means of 

production in itself, but also because stock ownership provides 

this ''entitlement'' to the produce of the land. Capital invest­

ment and labour hiring are also impor.tant factors to consider 

(Raikes, 1978:286) and here we can refer to the prevalence of 

bakkie ownership and employed shepherds among the larger stock­

owners of Eksteenfontein (see Table 2.4). 

Secondly, it is not only the actual or objective relat~onship 

to the means of production (however this might be defined) which 

needs to be considered, but also the individual 1 s perceptions of 

it. That is to say, if one takes a class perspective, it should 
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be realised that classes are groups of people defined prL,ctpD.lly, 

but not cxclusively 1 by thei~ place in the producticn p~oces3 -

ideological and political factors also plc:iy an important role 

(Poulun tzas, 19 7 3: 2 7) • Cne can .,.ock for 1:he structural sou·,ces 

and supports of social identities, but these ideas or identittes 

tlo acquire an autonomy in the sense that they cannot be auto­

matically deduced from the economic base. 

As a starting-point for discussion I wish to quote at some lengtl1 

from a conver.szition 1 had with a seven ty-year--old Kommer resident 

of Eksteenfontein, one Mrs. Volmoer: 

"Ons is 'n ander soort nasie. Ons het onder die Blanke boere 

grootgeword en ons het van hulle geleer. Jy kan rnos sien ons 

is nie soos hierdie rnense (i.e. the "Boorlinge") nie. Ons was 

ook arm en rnoes as arbeiders werk. Ek self het vir '!l lang 

tyd m2t hier.,1ie twee hande vir die Blanke boere gewerk, :-nz.._ar 

ons het ook ons trots gehad en hard gespaar om ons vee opt~ 

bou. Vandag kan jy mos sien hoe ons mense vooruit hoer ..... 

Ons huur veewagters en dryf in motors .•.. Daar is Namas in 

Kuboes wat groot troppe vee het, maar hulle het niks anders 

nie. Hulle is nie boere soos ons mense nie". 

It is interesting to note that although the conversation began 

by stressing the fact that the Kommers are a different 11 nasie" 

(i.e. nation or race), the main points of difference which were 

subsequently emphasised were not skin colour, language or culture, 

but economic factors. Actual income or relative levels of 

economic.wealth were not mentioned as being important in themselves 

(sin·ce there a.re many "poor" Xoramers and "rich" Boorlinge), nor 

was the fact that ma~y cf the Kommers had, at some stage of their 



lives, worked for others. Working 2.s labourer,s wc1s seen as 

being a necessary result of povert.y, but, as this informant :1r:c 

many others observed, the farmers for whom they worked treated 

th err. well and saw them (notwithstanding· their poverty, which 

was not an uncommon lot for Namaqualand farmers, white and 

colour~d alike) as equals or near-equals. Here I wish to r·efcr 

to the relc1.tionship between white fa:..·mers and "bywoners 11 

described above (page 80) , where it was pointed out that white 

farn.ers saw bywoners as essentia:i..ly being fellow farmers who 

found themselves (at least temporarily) in a landless or poverty-

stricken position. More important, in the context of this 

discussion, the Bosluis group saw themselves as being superior 

to and different from other labourers. 

In this re(Jard there is the rather humorOU$ story of an elderly 

Kommer who, during the early 1960's went to find work at 

Beauvallon. When he arrived there, he was upset at haviug to 

feed the chickens, a job which (so he claimed) was "Hotnots~•:erk". 

When this objection was raised to the forewan, he was promised 

special consJ.deration and special work and asked to climb int.o 

the back of t:he foreman's bakkie. Oom Attie, the Kommer, 

objected to this, saying that he did not want to sit in the 

back "met kleurlinge". The foreman then invited him to sit in 

the front of the bakkie and together they drove a few miles 

intc the veld. There the bakkie stopped and Oom Attie was 

given the choice of either getting into the back, or walking 

back to the farm. He chose to walk. When he returned, the 

foreman "as waiting for him at the pig-styes and he was given 

the lowly task of having to clean them or return to Eksteenfontein. 
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This time he gave in, for he needed the work. 

X was originally told th.ts story by someone fr-om Knbces, but this 

particular informant had heard it second-hand ant di~ not know 

who it was who had experienced this unfortunate fate. some months 

later, howe:.ver, 0om Attie himself recounted the whole talc, which 

he had since learnt to view as a joke which had taught him a good 

lesson - the white foremen at Beauvc1llon were not white f arn!ers ! 

To return t.o the conversation wi '.:h .Mrs. Volrr..01.?.r, it WilS also 

striking that she contrasted the methods of farming employed by 

the Kornmers and Boorlinge; specifj.cally stressing t:he fact that 

the Kommers employed shepherds and owned bakkies, which, 

besides bej ng symbols of weal th, are also syrr>bols of a specific 

class position. This difference in the attitude of the Kornrr1ei~S 

to themselves as farmers, as well as their specific methods of 

£arming i:J well illustrated by the use of ·;:.he te;-m farmer ( "boer") 

by the Reserve dwellers. "Boer 11 has two d.istinct meanings in 

Afrikaans today. Al though it does mean II farmer" in the nm:mal 

sense, it is also a term which is used, especially by Coloureds, 

to refer to all white Afrikaners (\·1het.her they be f anners or not) . 

At the very least I therefore, nbocr" means, or is generally 

reserved for, White farmers; or alternately, farmers who practise 

farming 1r.ethods which are similar to those of Whit~ farmers I i.e. 

large land and stock owners who produce for the market and who 

are employers of labour. It is noticeable that the people of 

Kuboes are reluctant to refer to themselves as "boere", even 

those who own more than 200 head of stock. In Eksteenfontein, 

on the other hand, all those who own herds of this size or 

larger are very willing to be Ci;•.llcd "boere 11
• 
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But if this is the att.:i. tude. of the Kommers to t.hi:::, farmers 

within their 1:anks, ~..,hat of the rai.g.l:ant worker? Mu.ch worl<. h .as 

been done on the class position of the migrant woiker who retains 

an interest in farming - attempts to cure what has been tented 

the "schi zoµh:cen .ic" class position of the migrant.. Among the 

Kcmmers in Eksteenfontein, based on the observation that there 

are relatively few of them who oscillate between farming an<l 

migrant labou.::, the migrant does not find hirr.self in this pcisi tion. 

Bis class position is derived, not solely from his objective 

position in terms of hi.s relaticnship to the means of production, 

but also from his conscious association with the far~ers of the 

coIB.mur.i ty. For the farmers d2terr.ti.ne the class position of the 

whole group (they are also the political leaders - Management 

Board merrbers and Church Board members - to the virtual excl~sion 

of all others) . However ,the ):-ate of permanent out-

migration is high and tLose that do leave the Reserve soon lose 

-contact with tr.e Kommer group and accordingly their racialistic 

attitudes. 

Event.hose that do remain resident in the Reserve find some 

difficulty in retaining their membership of the group. Weekends 

and long holidays, when the migrants return, are not viewed as 

"peaceful" periods by the permane;'lt residents. The migrants, 

especially the younger generation, have come to be seen as 

"troublemakers" who are not ''decent 11 members of the cornmuni ty. 

In addition, their income does little to enhance their status. 

For example, there is one case of a migrant in Walvis Bay who is 

the ·skipper of a trawler and reported to earn a salary which 

allows him to work for only a few monchs in the year (most 

certainly his house is the large.st in Eksteenfontein). Notwith­

standing his obvious wealth, he has very low status in the viilage. 

http:schizophren.ic
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d) '!'he "Core" group. 

It was stated above that the class position of rnany ot ·i.he sr:,.sllu.: 

stock owners in Ekst~enfontein stems, to a 15..::::-,;e extent, from 

their conscious association with the more successful fari-:-:ers in 

the community. In this section I wish to take a closer loo}: at 

the successful farmers in Eksteenfontein, especially insofar as 

they might be said to constitute what r have terned a "Core" group 

within the community of Bosluis Basters. 

The original . members of the \7anrhynsdorp congregation did not 

automatically accept all outsiders who wished to join the Bosluj_s 

church. Full membership of the original group was largely de-· 

termined by racial fea t1.1re5 aI1d weal th. Skin colour und wealth 

do not allow a neat categorisation into mutually exclusive u.~its, 

but because the original m2.1nbers practised what has been t.~rmed 

"vorentoe Lrouery", two distinct kinship groups began to er.,er;re. 

_This not.ion of "vorentoe trouery" (whi~h might best be translated 

as "upward selective marriage") was by no means unique to the 

Bosluis Basters. Pearson reports similar findings for the Rehobce-. 

Basters (personal communication} and the idea is also implicit in 

Carstens' discussion of the "Lineage categories'' (perhaps a so~e­

what misleading term) in Steinkopf (1966, Chapter 5). 

Even today some of the "Core" group members feel embarrassed to 

be associated with the rest of the Kommer group. For exarr:ple, 

one old woman told me that I should not even bother to speak to 

the "Later arrivals"; "Hulle is nie soos ons mense regtig is 

nie'1
• Another informant phrased it somewhat more p~etically: 

"Ons is die grondpenne, hul:e is die opdrifsels". But whereas 

it might have been advantageous for the "Core II group to stress 

its exclusivity (prior to 1949) primarily on ~~e basis of the 
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physical features of racP., group :-!\embe:rsh).p has now (in tb12 

Richtersveld) taken on a much more dist:inctive class dimens'L0n. 

In Figure 4 .1 I have attempted to show to what extent stock 

ownership in Eksteenfontein is concentrated in the hands of 

the "Core" group. Al though not all the members of t he gr:oup 

are represented ,in the diagram, it does give: some indication of 

the close kinship links which do exist betwe011 them. What is 

most strik.L1g·, however, is that i?.11 the males in the diagrar.i 

(with e1e exception of no. 13) are or were ( for the greater pn:.:-t 

of th2ir er.::oncrrLi.cally active lives) farrrers cf some note. Toiiay 

all except nos. 3,9 and 13 own more than 400 stock . In othGr 

\·mrds, if we refer to Table 2.1, it can be seen that out of a 

total of 21 stock owners in the Reserve who have more than --!00 

head of stock {and out of 14 in Eksteenfontein), 13 are fou·,~d 

within this section of the "Core" gro'.lp. In addition to thts, 

nos. 1 and 4 are very succQssful shopkeepers, while nos. 3, 4, 
10 

S, 12 and 14 are or were all members of the Board. 

Al though many of the older members of the "Core" group do e3pouse 

the principle of "vor:entoe trouery", I now wish to focus attention 

on several cases which demonstrate that, although physical features 

of race might still be deemed important, economic welfare can and 

does provide the means for gradual acceptance into the Kommer 

hierarchy. 

The first case concerns a man of very dark physical features 

whose father was white, but whose mother was a Black. The 

father, who cwned a farm in Boesmanland, had (because he 

had married a Black woman) been unable to remain a member of the 

http:gro'..lp
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"white"community. Consequently, t·1r.er. his son, one Geo::-::10 Cloete 

(no.10 in Fig,4.1), sought p~rmissirn1 to join the Bosluis 

congregation ie was accepted because he owned a ve~y l 2rge herd. 

Unlike the poo~er dark skinned outsiders, he was able t o marry 

into the 1'Core" group. His sister {who herself inherited n 

large sum of money as we.ll as a large herd when the father. died) 

also married into the group. Although the ki.nship l inks wi'tich 

were thus eEtablj_shed served to he~p GeorgeCloete gai n acceptance 

into the "Core" group, this acceptance 1,,:as not wi -::.hout rcscrva.ticr • .s 

For example, he never became a me1ilier of the Church Board, nor was 

he ever a member of the Ma:1agcm.ent Board. Also, members 0£ thG 

"Core" group are quite willing, even today, to admit t~at thes~ 

marriages were not ideal - 11 arrnoede het die mense ged•r1 i ng om met 

hulle te trou". 

Another case worth mentioning is that of -Jakob Cloete, who is 

also relatively dark skinned and whose father was r.ot a member 

of the Bosluis group, but settled in Eksteenfontein in 1956, 

Jakob Cloete proved to be a particula.rly enterpr.ising farmer. 

He took over tile task of looking after several other s ma l ler 

herds, thereby allowing him to build up his own herd to the 

level where it has now become economically viable, and t oday he 

O\-ms a bakkie and employs a full-time shepherd. He is also 

married to the grand-daughter of George Cloete (a marriage which 

has been less frowned upon than one with most other members of 

the 11 Core 11 group) and this has helped to facilitate his 

acceptance into the "Kommer" group. Although most informants 

of the "Core" group stress that he is not really a full member, 

it is interesting to note that he is the only merr~er of the 
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Management Board (at least until l'.179) who was r.ot a full 

member of ·the ''Core" group. He ha.s recently also be0:.1 elected 

as a deacon of the church - a post wl)ich is nor:nally reserved 

for "Core" qroup membe:r.s. However, some indication of the 

arobigui ty of his position appenrs when we look at his rolE: :i_n 

the church. Each deacon is given a specific area of Eksteen­

fontein and he then has to minister to the splri tual needs of 

the roernbers of the congregation in that area. Significantly 1 

J2.kob was given the area which has the largest number of r,on­

"Core" group members, but it also lncl uded Struishoek, 11 whj.ch 

is ptedominan tly "Ccre" group. These "Core" group members in 

Struishoek did not tnke kindly to the fdct that they n~w had 

a 11 Hotnot 11 ministering to them and some quick interver..tion on 

the part of certain other Church Soard members was necessary 

before he was accepted (with certain reservations) by them. 

The third case concerns Jacob Jacobs, a Boorling who is 

resident in Eksteenfontein. Unlike the other Boorlinge, however, 

he does not live in the main Boorling areas of Eksteenfontein 

(see Map III). This requires some explaination. In 1976 when 

I visited Eksteenfontein for the first time, it soon became 

apparent that there were three distinct residential groupings 1n 

Eksteenfontein: Boorlinge 1 "Core" members and "Later arrivals". 

These groups each clustered in specific areas as set ou~ in Map 

III below, Things have changed dramatically since 1976 when 

people began to move to the official residential plots. The 

significant point is that Jakob Jacobs was a clear exception to 

this residential demarcation. Although married to a Boorling 

from Kuboes 1 there are indications that he is not considered (by 
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the Kommers) to be ti1e same as the other Boorlinge of Eksti:~~n-

fontein. He has no close kin in Eksteenfontein an<l i;'.steac'! 

m1.>:es with memiJers of the Korn.mer group (mainly the "Later 

arrivals"). In church he does not sit at the back with the 

rest of ~he Boorlinge, hut with the Korr~ers at the front. 

Although he does have distinctive "Nama 11 physical features, the 

one ·thing which distinguishes :1im from the other Boorlinge, is 

the fact that he ·owns 350 stock and is a full-time? farmer. 

These examples, which deal specifically with the way in which 

individuals have b~en able to cross group boundaries, shed Dorne 

light on the importance of class (rather than physical fe2.tures 

of race and culture) as the most important criteria of group 

membership. Most significantly, it can be seen that cultu:::-e 

and physical features of race have been gradually displaced by 

class - a pattern also clearly observed and documented by ~ohbins 

(1975). Moerman's work on the Luo (1974) also sheds some light 

on this relationship between physical features of race and cultu~e 

on the one hand, anl class on the other. Like the Luo, the 

KoTillllers are patently aware of the fact that the relations between 

themselves and the Boo:rlinge can be divided into two possible 

frameworks: those of "class" and those of "ethnicity" (which, 

for present purposes might be taken to include physical features 

of race) . The Luo also choose that framework which puts them-

selves in the most superior position. By a similar argument 

it can be said that the Bosluis Basters, befor.e 1949, chose to 

emphasise their racial difference, since their class position 

was,· at that time, very low. Today, of course, "class'' has 

become (for many) the more preferable framework to emphasise, for 

a number of different r~asons. Firstly, as was pointed out above, 
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physical feat~res of rCTce in themselves do not allow neat 

categorisation into discrete groups. Secondly, in view of the 

varioi.2s ir..di viduals who have entered the g.coup and who do not 

con form (euen remotely) t.o the ideal of "whiteness", the racial 

framework has becoroe particularly inappropriate. And thirdly, 

the emphas::s of the "class" dimension gives the grcup its actual 

contemporary significance - much more so than it might have 

done in the pa.st. These arguments might lead one to expect tha~ 

those Koll'\I!1e rs who are in fact in a more favourable class posi t::.on 

will be the first to discard race as important criteria of 

differentiation, while those who are not, will be the ones who 

still stress their physical difference. Indeed, this is very 

much the case. For example, the people of S~ruishoek, who ~re 

relatively poor, were most opposed tc Jacob Cloete, while the 

more wealthy stock owners were the ones who in~ervened. The~2 

is also a 9aticularly sad case of a young Ko~mer woman from a 

relatively poor family in Eksteenfont:ein who took up a teaching 

post in Kuboes. After a few months she fell pregnant ( the 

father of her child was a Doorling) and, since the couple 

obviously cared very reuch for each other, they decided to marry. 

The woman's close kin immediately took steps to prevent this 

from happening. Interestingly enough, the one person in the 

Kommer community who openly defended the marriage and criticised 

the actions of the woman's parents, was the wife of the most 

prosperous farmer and shop-keeper in the Ricbtersveld. Bo~~ 

she and her h usbimd are extremely light skinned (both also have 

siblings who are classified as i>Jllite). 
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Notes to Chapt~r 4: 

1. Re la.ti v2ly detailed accounts may be fcn.n~.cl in Morais 
(1939, especially chapter III) and Sharp (1977, chapter 
Il). See also van der Merwe (1945) and Smalberger (1975). 

2, One notable exc•=J?tion was the mcblizc:.tion of the Korau:r,a 
clan~ in eastern Bushmanland. 

3. H:. nonetheless remains intere3t:i.ng to speculate why the 
offsprii1g of such unions did not learn their mother-tongue, 
but spoke only Afrikaans. No doubt the f a.ther. exerted an 
unusually strong influence on the upbringing of his 
childr811. 

4. See, for example, Sharp's (!977) account of the oJ:igin of 
Komaggas. 

5. It should be stressed tr.at not. all people of mixed c.escent 
can necessarily be. referred to as "Basters", since this 
name is generally reserved for certain specific kinship 
groups (Die Burger, 28 September 19 33) . Howeve.c, it has 
been through this very misuse of the term (as well as ii:.s 
Jiteral translation i;--,.to Eng)j_sh a.s "R~stard" OY "Half­
breed") that it has acquired a derogatory connotation. 
Today no-one (other than the Rehoboth Basters in South W~st 
Africa) will accept the term as applying to themselves. 

6. In a. subsequent letter he l~eported that they in fact had. 

7. There is no actual English translation, but "co-tennant" 
is perhaps closest. 

8. A bywoner is defined as "n Witman wat op die p laas va.n 1n 
ander woon en wat nie juis 'n vaste si..laris t~ek nie, maar 
sekere voorregte geniet - soos vry woning, weiding, cm 'n 
deel saai, ens. - in ruil vir sekere dienste wanneer die 
boer of plaaseienaar di t nodig het" (Woorde}.)oek van die 
Afrikaanse Taal, P.C. Schoonees, et al., Staatsdrwcker, 
Pretoria) . 

9. I was referred to this book by the Ko:nmer residents of 
Eksteenfontein themselves, since many of them have read 
it. In no case did they contradict the image which it 
created. 

10, The son of 4 is also at present the Superintendent of the 
Reserve and Chairman of the Board. 

11. Struishoek is a small settlement on the outskirts of 
Eksteenfontein. 

http:moblizati.on
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CHAPTER 5 The Kuboenaars - the different nature of farming. 
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It has already been mentioned that stock-rn-mership in the 

Richb?.rsveld, be£o.t'e the 1920' s an0. the ~dv-ent of mig-cant 

1.abour, was very unequaUy distributed. It was also pointed 

out thnt a patron-client relationship existed beteen wealthy 

stock ownexs and those who owned no stock. On the basis of 

these observations it might therefore be expected that Kuboes 

would tcaay demonstrate very clear 15-r~es of cleavage between 

rich farmers and migrant laboure:r-s, !:-irought dbout by t.he fact 

that those individuals without stock were forced to become 

migrant workers, while those who owned stock were able to 

subsist solely from thei:::- farming activities. However, this 

hag n0t be~n the case. In contrast to the situation in 

Eksteenfontein, where there seems to be a rapid division of 

the Korotr.ers into farmers on the orie hand and migrant worke.:..-s 

on the other, no such clear di vision exists in Kuboes. 

In previous chapters I have stressed that the co~munal system 

of land tenure can, under special circumstances (such as 

those outlined for. Eksteenfontein}, acconmodate the formation 

of distinct social classes. However, this does not ir:1ply 

that either the communal land tenure £;ystem or even the 

differential Oimership of stock necessarily results in a 

similar pattexn of differentiation. In essence, therefore, 

the p.J.ttern in Kuboes closely resembles that found in the 

other Reserves of Narnaqualand. However, I have arg~ed that 

the Richtersvcld differs from the other Reserves in ~everal 

important respects and that these differences have meant that 

rapid social differentiation between farmers and migrant ..._.orkers 

has been able to take place. Most importantly, we have seen 
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that the low population densi -ty and the fact that there i~-

no cultivation on individually allocated plots of land have 

meant that large-scale "economic" farming is possible and that 

part-time farming activity is very difficult. In addition, 

effective access to land is determined by the number of 

stock owned. 

On the one hand, the pattern Jn Kubocs requires no specific 

explanation, given that the.particular historical circum­

stances as outlined in Chapter 4 were not present and that 

Kuboes resembles, 'i:o such a large extent, the pattern obseriled 

in the other Namaqualand Reserves. On the other hand, in 

view of the unique circwnstance cf the Richtersveld, j_ t is 

worthwhile looking at certain factors which might be said 

to have retarded the process of diffe):entiation in Kuboes. 

If one takes a closer lcok at the actual nature of fc1.rming 

- in these two settlements, then it is e:vident that the relation­

ships amongst farmers and between farmers and non-farmers, as 

well as the distribution of stock within ~1e two communities, 

are of primary importance (see Raj.kes, 19 78 and Cliffe, 1978) . 

Indeed, statements concerning the relative "backwardness" or 

"efficiency" of farming in Eksteenfontein and Kuboes simply 

confuse the issue because they overlook the important differ­

ences between the ways in which farming is organised in these 

two communities. In this chapter I therefore propose to 

look at the way in which Kuboes can be said to differ from 

Eksteenfontein in this regard. 
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a) The extended family ana the household. 

The "natural 11 residence patterns in Kuboes, like those in 

Eksteenfontein, have been disrupted by the introduction of 

official residential plots. In other words, when a young 

man gets marr.ied today I he applies to the Board and is 

allocated an official residcntL~l plot (usually quite arbitrarily) 

in the central area of his village. Notwi thstand.i..ng these 

recent restrictions on the choice of residence, it is very clear, 

however, that certain houses are clustered in neat extended 

family uni t.s. Carst~ns :-r,akes a similar observc;,.tion and reports 

that more than half of the people in Kuboes was part of such 

extended family units (1966:213}. 

These extended. family groups usually consist of the mother and 

father and all their unmarried children (living in one dw2lling 

unit) , as ,-,e 11 as some of the married chi.ldren and their 

respective spouses and children (each living ir. a separate 

dwelling unit). Some of these extended families are rnatrilccal 

and some are patrilo~al, but the majority are mixed. I am not 

going to attempt here to give a breakdown of the different 

types of "homesteads" in Kuboes which can be classified under 

the various headings of "elementary families", rejuvenated 

families", "patrilineal 0:x.tended families", Btc., (as Carstens 

has done). I simply wish to point to some issues which are 

raised by the existence of this extended family kinship and 

residence pattern. 

Firstly, one needs to approach the d~ta concerning individual 

households' differential involvement in farming and migrant 

labour with a certain amount of caution. That is to say, if 
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one looks at extended families and g1:oups, rather than at 

households, it is likely that~ 1,mch lar0er percenta<_:re will 

be involved in both far.ming and migranl labour. This very 

involvement of a. single social unit in both types of economic 

activity will, of course, tend to minimize the division between 

migrant workers and farmers (Clarence-Smith and M0orsom, 1977: 

109). 

Secondly, the extended f2milies co-operate vecy closely in e1e 

manv9ement of a joint family herd. It. is also very common for 

the head of such an extended family to retain actual owner-

ship of the herd until he dies. These considerations suggest 

that many of the stock less households in Kuboes, in fact, do 

have a direct interest in fanning and also help to explain 

why the Kuboes farmers turn their full-time attention to 

farming at an earlier stage (i.e. •:1h~n the household herd is 

smaller) than their Eksteenfon tein counterparts. 

And thirdly, the extended family, with its much larger labour 

pool, does not face the same labour problems as the nuclear 

family household. The common herd of the extended family wi l l 

also (in general) be larger than that of the nuclear family 

(since household hGads pool their stock and because the head 

of the extended family generally retains ownership of the 

greater part of the herd until he dies). 

Let us now see how these principles operate by looking at one 

specific extended faroily group in Kuboes, that cf Johannes Nel. 

Figure S,l is a kinship diagram of Johannes Nel and his five 

children. All his children except his older daugher (j) J.ive 
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in houses which are in very close proximity to one another. 

This group cf dwellings might be termed the "extended farr,il:, 

residential unit". Johannes Nel (a), his wife (b) and thej_r 

youngest and only unmarried son (.i} all live in one dwelling, 

while his other children (d,f,g)live in separate dwellings 

with their respective spouses and children. His older 

daughter (j) has gone to live \•1ith her husband's (k) extendec.1 

family residential unit in another par~ of Ku.boes. 

Johannes Nel owns about 280 head of stock, while his son-in-law 

(g) owns 80, These ani1na1 s are all herded by Johannes and 

his second oldest son (f). His other two sons (d and i), as 

well as his son-in-law (g), are all migrant workers. This 

arrangement, however, is not fixed, For example, th~ee years 

ago Johannes 1 s oldest and youngest sons (d and i) looked after 

the herd, while Johannes and his other son (f} went out to w0rk. 

Also, the son who is now looking after the herd told me that 

he was only doing so in order to give his brothe~s a chance to 

go out and earn some cash. 

At present all of Johannes' s sons feel that the.y have a stake 

in the family herd, although none of them can actually be said 

to own stock. When Johannes dies, the herd will be divided 

among his sons and each son will probably then start his own 

extended fa~ily unit (as Johannes himself had done when his 

own father died). Johannes's son-in-law (g) was the youngest 

chilc.. in his family and his father died before he was married. 

For a while he joined his brother's household and looked after 

their joint herd. After he got married, however, he left his 

brother and carre to live with his wife's par~nts. 

http:marri.ed
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]).lthough the dwellings in the Nel extended family resider,ti:11 

unit. are very close and although there i}; significant co-operation 

in farmin.g activity, each nuclear household st:ill retains its 

own autonomy, That is to say, each household. rw-1s its own 

finances, does its own cooking, etc. The men who work might 

occasionally gi.ve the herders from other househo.'Lds small sums 

of money and they also often actively assist in th~ care of the 

herd {during week-ends and holidays), but essentially they share 

the task of herding by becoming llerders or rn.igra.:r..t worlcers on a 

rotational basis. 

This extended family residence pattern and the co-operation 

between households is very common in Kuboes and serves to under­

line the irnportance of farming as a joint family unde'.l.:"taking. 

Th~ relationships between farmers and migrants, and between 

stack-owners and those who own no stock, are therefore of~ 

very different order from those in Eksteenfontein. 
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b) Stock cwncrship and farming methods. 

Refer~ing to T::i.,':l.2 2.1, we see that only one stock-owner 

in K·Jboes has more th;.-in 500 s t.ock and that the greater. m,,jori ty 

of households own between one and 200 stock. UrLlike Eksteen-

fontein, therefore, the stock are not concentrated so much :i.n 

the hands •}f a few weal tny farme!'.'s ana. are much more equitably 

distribute':l. The co-ope1.ati ve nati.;.re:: of farming acti v:i. ty within 

the extendeci filmily, together with the more equitable distribution 

of stock between different households, means that i) a much larger 

proportion of the population is involved {directly or j_ndire::::tly) 

in farming, and ii) t.!1at this involvement is of a similar order. 

By "simi:::.ar order" I mean that the method of farming, the 

relations of farming, as well as the economic value of such 

farming und<?rtakings are essentially similar for nearly all stock-

owner.s. U:-1like the large stock-owners L1 Ekste~nfontein, the 

Kuboenaars do not generally buy bakkies or introduce other 

Lechnical aids to farming. Most imporLantly, however, theJ do 

not employ shepherds and the stock- owr.ers themselves do not 

become supervisors. Farming therefore remains ve ry much a 

family undertaking in Xuboes. 

The significance of the fact that the Eksteenfont~in farmers 

employ she pherds and become supe rvisors is fully recognised by 

the Boorlinge. Not only do the Kuboes farmers not employ 

shepherds, but they also specifically state that they won't do 

so. "Die flalfnaatjies werk so, hulle dink rr.os hulle is base". 1 

They also specifically refuse to become shepherds for the Kommer 

farmers. For example, two of the Boorlinge in EJ.;:s!:eenfontein, 



who are quite willing to work for a White farmer ur:.ose .fa:::-r.·. 

borders on the Richte:csv2ld, became rather rude when T 

innocently Z1sked therr, whl'.'!ther they had ever worked tor the 

Kommers. I also heard a story of two Boorlinge from Lekkersi~g 

whn sent a message to one of the EJ~steenfontein Kommers saying 

that they \-,er-e prepared to work for him. Since he was loo'-~ing 

for a shepherd, he went to Lekkel'sing to ptck them 1Jp. When 

he arrived there; however, they had changed their minds and had 

apparently left the Reserve.. He eventu~lly found them at Heun­

ingfontein (a small hamlet between Eksteenfont~in and LeKkersing) 

and a fight ensued. Nonetheless, they refused to go and work 

for hi1n, Other informG11ts tcld r.10 that the two had just bGen 

playj_ng the fool and that the Kommer should have kno....,n thz..t they 

would not work for him. 

There is also ev:i aence to suggest that the Boor ling farmer:.; 5.n 

general are not as market-orientated as the Komr:i.ers. This is 

very difficult to docu~~nt, since stock sales vary greatly fr.om 

year to year and fat-roers are notoriously ·reluctant to giva 

accura~e figures of sto8k sales. Nonetheless, on the basis of 

informal conversations I had with many farmers fr-om both settle­

ments, it became apparent that the Kuboes farmers very rarely 

sold stock to outsiders - not only because few of them had herds 

which were lorge enough to allow them to sell stock on -a regular 

basis, but also because they tendad to invest their wealth in 

stock, rather than converting their stock to cash. These 

observations were reinforced by one of the speculators regularly 

ente·ring the Reserve who claimed that he bought more stock (on 

that parti.cular visit) from one Eksteenfontein farmer than from 

all the Kuboes farmers put together. 

http:speculato.rs
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c) Communal land ownersh.ip and the s0:1se of conununit.y. 

When the people of Kuboes spe:ak of the :.ar..d. in the Richtc:c~.•rcl<l 

they oft.en talk about "o;,1s gI'ond". Of course, they all re~lise 

that the government today owns the land and that they me:cely 

have usufruct rights. But they ar1= lo~th to acknowledge t:his 

fact and still view the land as belonging to the original 

inhabitants of the Richtersveld are3. - the Boorlin')e, These 

sentiments find their most obvious expression when re fcn:iri9 

to the Kommer farrr.ers who, as they are qui. i.:e willing to ackuowledgc 

are much more economically prosperous than themselves. "Alles 

wat hulle het is aan ons te 6anke. Dis mos ons grond wat hulle 

ryk geillaak het" . This is in sharp contrast to the opinions 

expressed in .Sksteenfontein by the Kommers who stress that it t•1.;!:; 

the government and not. the Boorlinge who gave them the lmid. 

In addition to the fact that they Se•~ the land as belongj.ng to 

themselves, the residents of Kuboes also se~ it as being cor.imunal~ 

owned - a ~oint resource which should be shared by all. Con-

sequently, even the farmers within their own ranks who r.ave ve-.ry 

large herds are seen as taking more than their fair share of the 

communal resources an<l are not (again in contrast 

accorded very high status in the village, Also, 

to Eksteenfor.tei➔ 
they ar8 

particularly sensitive about farming practices which tend to 

favour the larger stock-owners or which over-exploit the environ-

roent. For example, they were very critical of the Kommer. 

farmers' practice of moving into an area where rain had fallen 

before they even had time to "rub their eyes" and in so doing 

did not allow the land to derive maximum benefit from the rains. 

They criticised farmers who used petrol driven pumps to pump water 



from the borehol2s, since this meant that when the smaller 

stock owners who could not afford pumps wanted to wate:c thE:i:::-

stock there was no water left for ti1em. Once again, such 

sentiments we.re expre.ssed (at least in my hearing) only by the 

Boorlinge and never by the Kommers (even those among them who 

did not own many stock) . 

In .. contrast to the Konuner fanners in Eksteenfontein who view 

farmir,g as being essent.Lally. an ec.c,nomic undertaking, the 

Boorlinge in Kuboes do not necessarily view it primarily in 

thes~ terms. The observations concerning the social signif-· 

icance of farming in the other Namaqualand Reserves (Carstens, 

1966 and Sharp, 1977) are therefore of much more significance 

here. In part, access to land is seen as the right of all 

Boorlinge in Kuboes and involvement in farming activity is 

simply a means of exercising this right. But it is also 

clear that the people of Kuboes are beginning to develop a 

notion of ""community" and a sense of "separateness" from both 

the outside and the rest of the Richtersveld, which are very 

similar to the patterns observed by Sharp in Komaggas and 

Concordia (1977). 

Largely as a result of the arrival of the Kommers, the Boorlinge 

of Kuboes have begun to feel very severe pressure on the land -

something which had not been the case before. The realization 

that they were no match for the Kommer f arrne:rs within a single 

political unit such as the Reserve, has induced them to seek 

institutional separation from the other people in the Richters-

veld. In 1974 they were ~uccessful in forming the Congregation 

of Kuboes/Alexander Bay 2
, which gave them significant autonomy 
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in church and school m~tters (the school buildings are ~:ned by 

the church) ru1d em:9hasis0d t.heir separation from Lek:cersing a,id 

Eksteenfontein (bot.h of which remaine::d unde:r the control of t!1e 

Congregation of Port Nolloth). They have also recently made 

attempts to have the Reserve divided in half - Kubocs and Sand­

dri f i11 the North, the Eksteenfontein and Lekkersir.g in the South. 

As yet all these atternpt.s have been unsuccessful (and it is un­

likely that this ambition will ever he realised) but it does 

demonst:-ate how strongly the Boorlinge of the north perceive the 

boundary between themselves and the rest of the Reserve. 

Sharp ( 19 77) has emphasised the j_rnportance of soci.2.l circumstances 

outside the Reserves insofar as they influence the creation of 

boundaries ar.ound the various Reserve comm.uni ties. In view of 

the very low status which the Boorlinge ("Nama.s") are accorded 

in centres such as Port Nolloth (West, 1971: 13,106), it is 

likely that the treatment which Boorlinge receive outside the 

Richtersveld has also contributed t.o the sense of community 

which exists in Kuboes, since it has induced many to want to 

remain domiciled in the Reserve. 3 

The general reluctance of the Kuboenaars to leave the Reserve 

permanently is probably the most striking evidence of their close 

relationship with ·.:he land and their ideal of owning stock (even 

if only a small herd). While I was doing fieldwork in 1979 an 

attractive housing scheme had just been completed at Beauvallon. 

It consisted of forty individual houses which would serve as 

married quarters for workers who had long service records. 

Each house had running water, electricity and a flush toilet. 

In addition, each had a little garden and a large picture window 



overlooking the or~nge River. There were also other benefits 

associated wi t.h rnovir:g to these uni ts, such as b:ee vegetables 

and milk, a1;d free education for their children once they had 

completed Standard 6 (in other vrnrds, their board.i.ng fee.s cucl 

transport costs to the school at Steinkopf would be paid oy 

the employer) . Notwithstanding these l.Jene f:i. ts however, only 

one of the workers from Kvboes was willing to accept the cffer, 

even though there were many who qualified in terms of a long 

service record. When I spoke to the others, they all claimed 

that such a move would los2 them tr,eir independence and tha.t 

they would have n,owhere to go if they lost their jobs or retired. 

"Hier kan ons ten rninste 'n p2.nr vee aanhou en by ons kinders 

wees. Niemand kan ons hiervandaan ui tskop nj,e". 
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d) Discussion 

Till now I have been creating a pictu~e of Ku.bees as a compk,tel~· 

undifferentiated, co--oparc:ting and egalitaria.11 community. N0t 

only does common sense tell us -that this is unlikely to be a true 

representat:i.on of reality, but ea.~lier arguments that socia.l 

di ffe.rentiatiori is simply a proc\2s s and should not be seen in 

"all-or-nothing" terms, also suggest .J::hat I have been overs ':oti.ng 

the case. 

Firstly, not all households are part of extended family patri­

local units. Nor do all such units own stock. Although the 

first house.holds which r~oved into the official residential plots 

were able to choose (to some extent) where they wanted to live,~ 

it is very unlikely that the town planning scheme is going to be 

able to continue accommodating these residential patterns. The 

Kuboenaar.;; arG v,.-_ry aware of this, and many extended family :.mi ts 

have consequently re fused to move into the new central arer1.. 

Many of those that have moved are today widely dispersed through­

out the central village and this has resulted in the breakdown 

of the patri.local residential pattern and the co-operative nature 

of farming activity. 

It is also interesting that there has been a rapid change from 

patri- to matrilocal residence patterns among those extended 

families which do not own stock. The argument which is g i ven 

is tha t, since the male members a r e seldom at home (being migrant 

workers) there is no reason why they should live close to each 

other. On the other hand, the women, who are at home all the 

time, like to be near their sisters and mothers, Also, there 
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are clear indications that certain divisions between the stock 

owning households al1d those which own no stock are beginning 

to emerge. At the same time, certain younger stock owners 

(especially those that have worked o;..1tside the Reserve fer 

extended periods and have cor.-:e into con tact with what might 

loosely be termed "capitalist" £arming methods) have begun ·::o 

change their attitudes to farming. They a:ce also being 

influenced by the "success" of certa:i..n of the Eksteenfontein 

farmers and it is only the older generation which is retarding 

the implementation of new farming methods and the change to r.ew 

social relationships in the econorni~ sphere. 

Notwithstanding these considerations, the general thrust of the 

argwnent sill remains. Although the situation in Kuboes is 

changing, the nature of the kinship organisat.ion, the nature of 

economic relatio~ships and the specific association of the 

Kuboenaars with the land, have meant that the process of 

differentiation has been retarded. On the other hand, it is 

also evident that the "development schemes" which are rapidly 

being introduced, are tending to hasten this process. 
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Notes to Ch :1pler 5. 

1, Interestingly enough, some of the informants who recall 
the application to have the BosL1is Basters accepted into 
the Reserve told me that the Superintendent proudly der.crihed. 
the Basters as "so blank dnt julle sal cink so!"Ol'nig(;! van hulle 
is b a!je" . 

2. Till :.:hat stage the whole of the Richtersveld as well as 
Kleinsee and Grootmis, Alex~nder Bay and Eeauvallon we~e 
part of the Port Nolloth Dutch Reformed Mission Church. 
The only people in the Richtersveld who are not Dutch 
Reformed are u hn.ndful of Kommers in Eksteenr:ontein. 
AlthoJgh they belong to the Full Gospel Church of God, 
they often attend church services at the Dutch Reformed 
Church in Eksteenfontein, 3ince they do not have a church 
of their own in Eksteenfontein. 

3. Carstens has recently re-emphasised the importance of reserves 
as social refuge areas (1971), 

4. There was also a significant amount of "swapping'' of 
residential plots once they had been allocated. 
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CHAPTER 6 The changing role of the Management Board. 
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a) The role of the Board before the 1950' s 

In Chapter 1 I briefly outlined the proct.:.ss whereby -che peoi;,le 

of Kuboes haC::. become estranged from the Advisory Board and how 

this Board, which had been. nurtured by the missionary preser.c~ 

in the other Fe serves, was of li tth~ importance in the Richters~· 

veld. Also n1ent.ioned was the fact that the Richters veld. was 

the most isolated and sparsely populated of all the Reserve 

areas,which is probably the main reason for the failure of Lhe 

mission station and later, the Board, since there was no need 

for a political voice to protect the people from encroaching 

Inkommers. The demise of the <1.uthori ty of Kaptein Paul Links 

further resulted in the rejection of the Board by tr.e people of 

Kuboes. Consequently, they saw the Board as fulfilling no 

function at all and, to a people who were used to free-range 

grazing, no tax of any form, no buliding regulations and no 

bureaucratic procedures, the Board increasingly became a thoni 

in their sides. 

Quite clearly the institution of citizenship in the Namaqualand 

Reserves developed in response to increasing population pressures 

in these areas. The Richtersveld, with its very low population 

density and geographic isolation, did not develop along these 

same lines and such new residents as di<l ~ish to settle in the 

area were, prior to 1949, readily accepted by and assimilated 

into, the Reserve community (such as it was). The low population 

density could also account for the failure of the mission station, 

since one of the main functions of the missionaries was to 

protect the paople from encroaching Bas~ers and Boers. Carstens 

http:preser:.ce
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also makes this point with reference to Steinkopf and tells us 

that durinq the years preceeding the arrival of the Bosluis 

Basters, the form of local government in the }hchtersvE:ld closely 

resembled what he terms the "Baster-missionary period" in 

Steinkopf, "with the important qualifications that the rP,sident 

missionary (when there was one) took little part in the political 

life and that the functior.s of govern:nent were simpler" ( 1966: 

218). He also goes on to tell us that the peo9l~ in the 

Richtersveld paid no taxes, that the Board received no outside 

assistance from any government dE:!partment ?.na that it, in fact, 

had very little control over the people (ibid, 219). 

Carstens a~so comments that· the people of Lekkersing and the 

surrounding area ''began to regard themselves as being superior 

to those living in Kuboes and its environs 11 (ibid., 217). 

Although I cannot wholly subscribe to his statement. regarding 

their feelings of superiority, especially where he goes on to 

talk of the people in Lekkersing as being Basters and thos~ in 

Kuboes as being Khoikhoi, there does appear to be evidence to 

suggest that such a process of differentiation between the two 

settlements did in fact take place (even before the arrival of 

the Bosluis Basters) • 1 

However, rather than attempting to account for this division in 

racialistic terms (as Carstens has done), I would suggest that 

the people in the south were simply more aware of the dangers 

of outsiders settling permanently in the area and consequently 

turned to the Board for protection. With the subsequent move 

of the Board 1 s headquarters to Lekkersing, the resiGents of 
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Kuboes felt that their settlement had lost its former status as 

capital of the Reserve and this probably caused S'JCh animosi t\• 

as did arise between the two settlem2nts. 
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b) The arrival of the Bosluis Basters. 

A.lt.l-io-..~gh, .1s we have s2en, the Bosluis group initially showed 

little sign of wishing to retain their separate iden tit~,, things 

began to change dramatically a few years after their arrival in 

the Richter.sveld and it soon became apparent to the Boorlinge 

that the K()mrners were taking over the whole southern part of the 

Reserve. This result had not been entirely W1forseen 1 since the 

Boorlinge had 1 aid down certain ccr1di tions for accepting t.he 

Kommers, Most important \.1as that they had demanded that the 

"white'' farmers {of whom there were at least eleven in the Reserve 

in 1949} whould be removed in order to make room for the Kornm~rs 

and their stock. This particular condition was recorded in the 

Board's minutes and was u~timately met in 1957 when the last 

"white" farmer left. However, the Boo:rlinge also claim that 

they stipulated that unless the Kommers "behaved properly" and 

became int;grated with the local popul~tion, they would be 

evicted. Al though this condi tj_on was written down in a lett~r 

from the Superintendent to the Secretary of Social Welfare, it 

was never recorded in the Board's minutes. 2 

The people of Lekkersing, in whose area the White farmers had 

settled, saw it as a fair exchange that the Bosluis Basters shoulc 

be allowed into the Re::;erve if the other farmers were forced to 

move, The people of Kuboes, on the other hand, only became 

concerned with the whole issue once the Bosluis Baster-s began 

to encroach on their land, by which time it was too l~te for 

them to do anything about the matter. 

In 1956 the first Kommer applied to the Board for acceptance as 

a Registered Occupier. Since it could not be demonstrated that 
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the Bosluis Basters had not "behaved properly 1
', the application 

could not be turn-ed down. Soon afterwards many more applications 

followed and it appears that the Boorlinge were unable to deny 

the Kommers ~ernu~~ent l:esj_dence rights in the Reserve. The 

one exception to this was the case of Jakob Malan, who had moved 

his stock into the Reserve although he still owned a farm in 

Boesmanland. Quite clearly this was one instance where there 

were adequate grounds for refusing bis upplication for pen'.'l:ment 

residence rights and it was therefore vehemently opposed by all 

members of the Board. Nonetheless, it took many years before 

he was actually induced to leave the Reserve and, as late as 

3-962, he was still residing the.re 11 illegallyu. 

It must also have become apparent to the Kornmers that, even 

within the Reserve, they stood to benGfit from the fact that 

they were regarded by outside "whi tc.--\~", as being superior to the 

Boorlinge, A letter from the ''whi"i:e" Superintendent to the 

Department of Social Welfare in 1949 demonstrates this point. 

In it he referred to the Boorlinge as O 
••••• 'n onontwikkelde 

ras ... in ( 'n ) barbaarse stadiumn; but to the Kommers as being 

" •.. , tussen 98 en 100% Blank •... en (wat) sonder twyfel deur 'n 

Blanke gemeenskap opgeneem en geabsorbeer kan word''. Even today 

many of the Kommers still hark back to the days when they had 

a "white" Superintendent and 0 whi te II Dominee. 

Two examples might serve to demonstrate the extent to which Whites 

favour the Kommer group even today. In 1978 the Coloured Aff2irs 

Depal'.'t.ment was attempting to introduce a system of what it calls 

"eC"onomic uni ts" in the Reserves. In order to explain the 

proposed system to the Regi~tered Occupiers it was decided to 



hold a meeting of Bar.a iide f ax-mers. However, this rr.eeting 

was not hel<l in the Ac.mini.strati ve centre of Lekkersing, nor 

in Kuboes (the settlement with the lc.rgest population), but in 

Eksteenfontein instead, where not one "Boor ling" far.mer was 

able to attend. It was only a few months later, after the 

matter ha.d been brought up several tir.ies in the Raad, that a 

meeting was held in Lekkersir.g and farmers from all the villages 

were represented. 

The other case concerns the purchase of fodder from White 

farmers ne,3.r the borc~ers of the Reserve. While I was in Kuboes 

farmers asked whether I did not know of somewhere where they 

could buy ~odder {lucern) to supplement their herds 1 feed, since 

they had not had rain for a long time and fodder was very scarce. 

I suggested taht they try a farmer at Arriesdrift whom I knew had 

large lucern fields under irrigation. However, they had already 

tried him, and no lucern was apparently available. When I 

returned to Eksteenfontein a few days later, I heard that a 

Kommer farmer had just managed to buy twenty bales of lucern 

from that particular farmer in Arriesdrift. I asked how this 

was possible and was simply told: 11 Hy ken ons mense (i.e. the 

Kornmers) en hy het belowe om die lusern vir ons te hou. Ek kan 

nou selfs nog 'n vrag gaan haal as ek di t nodig het". This was 

not an isolated example, for I heard similar stories about the 

farmers at Vioolsdrif. 

In 1956 the Government appointed the first Kommer to the Board -

one Allie Volmoer. He was a shrewd, intelligent and outspoken 

representative who soon acquired a very good knowl~dge of the 

rules and regulations pertaining to the administration of the 
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Reserve, so much so that he remained a member of the Board for 

the next 23 years. "Oom Allie", as he is generally referred 

to, did not. simply c1 t tempt to further the interests of the KOTT'-rners 

and many Boorlinge saw him as a fair and just representative who 

was •• anders as die ander Halfna;atj ies 11
• Nevertheless, many of 

the Bcorlinge saw hi::; appointment as a significant setback and 

began to lose interest and faith :i.n the Board. 

In 1951 the Boorlinge suffered a severe setback when they decided 

to make a star~<l ago.1nst the implementaticn of the Mission Stations 

and Communal r~eserves Act (No,29 of 1909), At. that slage the 

Boa~d of the Rjchtersveld had not yet officially accepted the Act 

and !.:his obviously caused some admlnis Lrai:.i.Ye pr:oblcms. No 

doubt the Supe~intendent of the Reserve was being Dressurised by 

h:s superiors to have the Act accepted by the Bo21.t·d rtnd he sa\•/ 

the a.t:ri val .of the Bos L.1is B.::is t2rs as a qold.1.:m opport~ni ty to 

force a dec.i..:-.;ion on t..he m-21tter.. He folt sure that the Bosluia 

Bas r:-.:rs '.JO"..lld -2xpr(;SS the cJ.,=._;s:i.re. to ttav2 th~ Act ;;tr;cepted and 

(although they h~d r.o repruscni.:ati·,,es on tbt: Boar.d. at t!;.at stage) 

that he could us~ their decision to ~.nf l uence Ute Uoa.·cd. l~owevc2:r, 

when he questioned the Bosluis !:.as\·.er!J, th'=l' siil'.ply tolri him that 

they were prepared '::0 abi<l2 by the decisi.un of the 8oard. ri'he 

Br)c",rd I en tht! other h::1.r,c I wa:.::; not unawa:te or the supet'lntcnctent I s 

02a.U.ngs 1;,1:Lth t.hP.. Korn.cy;:-:cs a.:.1d inu:1.c ,~iately in.Ear-med him th..-,t evon 

i £ t~~o Kommer.s had ,2xp1·e$~;~d the desi r8 to l1ave th~ Ac"<.. accepted, 

it would not hnve made dny dlfferance. ThE' Beare al~o info!:rned 

him that the Ko;nmcrs we;;e in. tJ1e Rtcbtersv8:.a ot1.ly at the consent 

of th~ Boorli.n~Je, W"l<l tha.t. they (th-c: K·:::-:-... '!2n·; we:-::2: bound by the 

~o~xd's dec~~ions. A h8a.ted az:gurnen t e::snE-<l -1n<l the Superinter:dcnt 

http:decisj.on
http:appointme.nt
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simply re-emphasised the fact that th.e 13oa.rd was an l\dvisory 

Boa1:d and thc:1t decisions affecting the Kommers were not binding 

unles£ ratified by himself and the Secretary of the DepartroP.nt 

of Social Welfare. He also cal~ed a special meeting of the 

Kornmers because, as he p-.it it, he "had reason to believe th<7.t 

th:sy {the Kommers) were being intirnid?..ted and exploited by 1:he 

members of the Board". However, when tbi.s meeti;;g was held 

the Kornmey-s claimed that they were under the custody of the 

.Ooard and were prepared to abide by its decisions. The St.:.pe.r-

intendent corrimente<l that this was a forced decision because the 

Ko:nmers had been threatened with a "bloedbad" {i.e. bloodbath) 

after he had been to Stinkfontain previously. 

Al though it might appear that this was a victory for the BoorUr.ge, 

the long-term implicaticns in fact showed the opposite to be true. 

For exarnp)e, thir episode marked the beginning of graduall:,­

worsening relations between tl1e Superintendent and the Boorlinge. 

In addition, it left the Boorlinge ~ith no doubt about whose side 

the Superintendent was on, and re-emph~si£ed the powerless nature 

of the Board as a decision-making body. In essence, therefore, 

the Boorlinge of Kuboes saw it as a defe at, the final straw which 

made them lose all interest in the Board's activities. The 

Boorli nge of Lekkers i ng, on the other hand, began to assoc iate 

more and more with the Komrners and the Kuboenaars inevit~bly 

interpreted this as a sign that ~1e Boorlinge. of Lekkersing had 

joined forces against the people of the north - a feeling which 

is still strongly held today. 

The Komrners, who had suffer~d heavy stock losses during their 

first few years in the Richtersveld (owing to the drought and 
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the fact that their sheep were not well suited to the harsh 

environmer: ~.:.) and had there fore been fo:r.ced ( in rnany ins tancGs) 

to seek temporary employment outsice the Reserve, began, from 

1956 onwards, to find the:i :c feet again. Their total stoc:\; 

numbers increased rapidly and a struggle for land in the sout!'iern 

half of the Reserve. eP.sued. At first the Kommers had attempted 

to have the Reserve di v:i.d.cd in two so that they could have 

exclusive grazinq rights in the arc>a around Eksteenfontein. 

After this attempt failed, the struggle for land became a struggle 

for stock-ownership - the larger stoc;k-ownPrs being :i.n a. better 

position to utilise the land. 

As the Kommers began to build up their herds in Eksteenfontein 

(where the "Core" group and hence n~os t of the "successful" fa:.:::mers 

se tt!ed) , it soon beca."'l',e evident to the Boorlinge in that area 

that they \'/ere no match for the pr-ofi t-o~ientated Kommer farmers. 

Most of the Boorlir.ge in Eksteenfonte:i.n therefore decided to 

move to Kuboes, where there was not as much pressure on th~ la'1d. 

This exodus of Boorlinge from Eksteenfontein only began in 1956, 

six years after the arrival of the Bosluis Basters. The increase 

in the number of stock. in the vicinity of Eksteenfontein at that 

stage can be seen as the primary factor responsible for thi$ 

migration. Indeed, many of those who moved and a!'e now resicent 

in Kuboes openly admit: "Ons is daar u.i tgeboer de ur die 

Halfnaatjies". But i. t is also evident that the Kommers were 

consciously aware of the political dimension of the Bosluis 

Basters as a group and the old lines of cleavage which had not 

yet completely disappeared, could now be exploited ~n the ensuing 

competition for the control of land in the Eksteenfontein vicinity. 
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Some Boorling info:~mants claim that there was a general feeling, 

just before 1956, that the Kommers were beginning to look down 

on them. 'fhey were no longer welcome in L~2 houses of the Komroers 

( "Ons is nie meer ingenooi nie") a.11d general relations between the 

two groups became rather struined. Matters eventually came to 

a head early in 1956 when the Boorlinge began to notice that they 

were being "pushed" to the back of the chur-ch in :Eksteenfontein 

and one of them decided to force the Kommers to show their hand. 

The stcry which follows, was related by a nwnber of Kuboes 

informants and the,r.e sce1r.ed to be very little variation in their 

accou:1ts. The Kom."\:crs in Eksteenfcntein 1 on the other hand, 

clnimed that they could not remember it at all. 

Soon after their arrival in Eksteenfontei~, the Bosluis aastars 

es tabliGhed a Ctl.Ll:>.'.Ch in the vi l lag£:. All tne m~mb~l:3 of i.:.he Churc l'l 

Board were Kommers anci all the se:rvic8s were led by Kommer lily 

preachers. E fl'ecti ve ly I tne.r~ fol"e - it was a Kornm.~.1.· church, 

although the Bo0:i:-linge ai.so at·•':C!1dr.:d the sc-vices (ns they st.i.11 

L1 tl1ose e.arly days, however, the cong-:ccgation 1-1ere 

3hown ::o their seats by the ve;:ger (hil"!"lself a Kommer). 

Ever;.i.:';Ja.J.ly thE' ?-oorlin9e be~·-:u~ to Dotice that they were beir,; 

directed I more and t':v:-re, to the rcws at th.,;; bacl~. of tlte c:1u:cch 1 

whlle the Komncr~ \•ere sho0.m to the seats at the front. 'I'he 

uoorlinge thus ,Jf~ciaec~ th,)t one of them would ignore th,3 •;~r9e1·'s 

direct:i.ons and go u.11d si ;~ in i.:.he .ssa ts whic,1 had come to be 

reserved for the Kon~~rs, Nothl~g w&s said at the tirne 1 but 

.::iftex- th 0. £~~rv ice the "91.1il L:y party''. one Frederik Cloete, W?..S 

ni.;~ed Lo ilppea r be fo=:-~ the Church P.oard. 7ner{~ they ask~d him 

why he had n0t follo~ed the verger's directicns. !='rederik Clo~te 

http:seerc.ed
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then asked the members of the Board whetheY this mea.~t that ~½e 

B00rlinge were not allowed to sit ~t the front because it was 

reserved e~clusive).y for the Kommers. Such a direct question 

had clearly not been expected and the Board members began (according, 

~o the informants) to make excuses. Ir.. other words, they would 

not commit themselves by admitting that it was in fact their 

policy that the Bom:linge and Kommers had to sit separately, 

Frederik Cloete had heard enough and left the meeting. Soon 

after this episode most of the Boorlinge m0ved out of Eksteen­

fontein and ~ettled i~ Xuboes. 

This story highlights several different points. Firstly, it 

err.p~1asises the fact thut it v:,ok a nt:.r.1.ber of years before the 

Kommers openly hegan to show feelings of sup.,:;:cio!'.i ty {·.owa.rds the 

Boor.linge. A.5 we have seen, this aiso co-incide<l WI.th an incrca~<-

in ~he pressure on grazing land in the vicinity of Eksteenfont~ln. 

S:}condly, t:n.e ;<:orn.mc:..:s' rel•..!ctai"l.cc tu adrr,il cpenly tho:; they were 

discriminating ~gai~st tha noc~li~gc was prcbably largely becaus~ 

they had not yet obtJLi.ned p~:::r;nanont rcs:i.dE:nce :r.ight.s in the 

Reserve. fine thi.cdly, it c,.nows that the K0rw2rs 1,.,,ere beginning 

to use th0 olc. lines of cl2ava9e in o:c,}er to restrict. rn0mbershlp 

to the group and bence :.:estri8 t accass -t:.o th.e resources in the 

Ekst.~cnfontcin vicinity. 

r...:ot all the 80O1:-linqe left Eks::eenfonteir, ai. this stage. In-

terestingly e;1ou0h, howc.v0r, tho.sa who <li:i re~~-s.in (a:i1cJ a1.·e still 

resident in Ekste:1:~n::ontein tod2".y) m-n-v.d h:;i.rdly any stock. 

i'hi s s·trategy of '..:.he Bcf, J:,1iz B~sters thus ·wa3 e ffer.~..:.i ve in that 

+:bey h aci manac;ed to get. rid 0£ tho::;E; Boor li1 qe who '.'1G '.;::e com-

!)e ting with them ,.or the qra:;:ing urou..nd EJ.. . .st:.~er~fontein. 
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We see therefore that this struggle for power aii.d control oi 

res~urces in the Richtersveld broug~ about. a split in the 

Reserve - th~ Komrners and Boo:clinge in lhe south joining forces 

against the Boorlinge in the north. From the point of vj,e\·J of 

the residents in Kuboes, matters grew progressively worse after 

the acceptance of the Colout"ed .Mission Stations and Reservei; 

Amendment Act (No.35 of 1955) by the Richtersveld in 1957 and 

the appointment of· a Kommer r-epresentative from Eksteenfontein 

in the same year. Since Kuboes anci Lekkersing each hac th1:2e 

representati v,~s, this mec1.nt that the Eksteenfontein representa.ti ve 

very often had the deciding vote en the Board. And, of cou~se, 

matters became even worse when further Eksteenfontein repre:.e~ta-

tives were elected, 'l'oday Eksteenfontein, KuboE::s and Lekkcrsing 

each have three elected and one appointed representative 

(Sanddrif has no representatives) so that the north has only four 

votes as opposed to the eight of the south. 

But these figures do not tell the whole story, since Kuboes is 

further disadvantaged by its geographical isolation as well as 

the fact that many of the representatives (especially the older 

ones) are not fluent in Afrikaans (the only language spoken at 

the Board's meetings). Being isolated, the Kuboes representatives 

have very little contact with the Board from one month to the 

next, so that they often have to discuss issues with which they 

are not familiar. In addition t~ this, there is also some 

evidence that certain Superintendents o f the Reserve tended to 

favour the Ko:.nmers and the Boorlinge from Lekkersing. We have 

alre.ady seen to what extent the Superintendent, at the time of the 

negotiations to allow the Bosluis Basters to enter the Reserve, 
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saw the lat.tAr as bej_ng superior to the Boorlinge. Al thotllJh 

this might ha.ve been II typical" of the "w:~i te" atti t.udc to\.,.·&1:"ds 

the "primitive" Khoikhoi (or those who were close to them) , at 

least one Co:tour.ed Su:;ierintendent of the Rich te:?:"sveld also 

displayed similar. favouritism towards the Komrners. Ne the one 

boa.n1 meeting under hJ.s chairmanship which I attended, it v.'a.s 

very striking to what. extent he sided with the views cf t.."'lc Komr:-,ers 

a..'1d was able to man.ip'J.l ate the general voting , Fo.:: examp:.1.;, one 

of the Kuboes representatives had applied to the board for 

permission to sell vegetables in Kuboes. After som~ debate, 

during which the Eks teenfon teiners ( al tl,ough this decision wou.1-d 

hardly affect the:m) , actually spoJ~e more than the Kuboenaars, 

the board "y.nanirnuusly" turned down the application. The lunch--

break saw further favouritism on the part of the Superint.-~ndent 

when he invited the Eksteenfontein representatives to have lunch 

in his house, while the others had to fend for themselves (those 

from Lekkersir.g were able to return to their own homes). 



.1 36 • 

c) New functions - "developm-2n t schemes" 

Once the Boo.rd Lad accepted the Coloured Mission Stations and 

Reserves Act, it took on a new dimension. Large amounts of 

capital were put at its disposal for the pur.pose of 

''ontwikkeJ.j_ngswerke", i .e, development or improvement programmes. 

These incl11ded the drilling 0f boreholes, the erection of wind­

pumps and ~ences for g~azing camps and the building of drinking 

troughs and storage dams as well 2..s the introduction of certaj.n 

essential services in the settleme11ts, such as the construction 

of roads, improvements in the water supply and refuse and sewase 

removal. Today the board also employs a full-time nurse (which 

has meant that clinic:s have had to be built in the settlements} 

as well as a part-tirne health inspector (he also works for the 

Steinkopf board). These schemes, however, have two important 

dimensions • Firstly, one needs to distinguish between those 

schemes which benefit the farmers only and those which benefit 

farmers and non-farmers alike. And secondly, it is clear that 

any improvement to a settlement, or the area around it, benefits 

only the residents of that particular settlement. For example, 

the drilling of a borehole and the erection of a wind-pump five 

miles from Eksteenfontein is going to benefit only the stock 

owners who arc domiciled in that settlement. Stockless households 

in Eksteenfontein, as well as all households in the other settle­

ments of the Reserve, are not in a position to derive 2.ny benefit 

from it. The introduction of a sewage removal service in Kuboes; 

on the other hand, will be of some value to all the residents of 

the village (both those with and those without stock), but not 

to any of the residents in the other settlements. These facts 
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have been the cause of much dissati.c;faction among the varict~s 

sections of the Reserve popul~tion. 

In defence of the Board it rnust be mentioned that the money at 

its disposal from the Coloured Development Corporation has been 

earmarked :for particular purposes, which do not always coincide 

with the p:ciori ties as perceived either by the Board o~ by ·i.·_he 

residents of the Reserve. In addition, many "de'Valopment" 

projects are simply sta:ct.ed and the11 lie unfinished for inc:1.n.y 

years until more finance is &vailable. These are serious 

problems which the Beard has hRd to grapple with and they will 

probably remain unresolved for some time to come. However, it 

is significant to note how these shortcomings are viewed by 

different sections of the Reserve's population. 3 

In Eks teenfon tein there is a strong cry among the r.on- farming 

section of the population (i.e. those with few o-r no stock) 

that the Board's expenditure is primarily used to benefit the 

farmers ( the erection of ~,ind-pumps, etc.) and that those who 

are not involved in farming to any significant extent are having 

to pay taxes to support the weal thy farmers. In Kuboes, on the 

other hand, accusations are freely made:! that the Board is spending 

more on the southern part of·the Reserve and that Kuboes is 

beginning to suffer from neglect. None of the residents in 

Kuboes made mention of the fact that the farmers were being 

unfairly advantaged. 

Viewed objectively, the accuracy of these accusations is almost 

impossible to determine. In those cases where they are justified, 

the reasons are easily found when one considers the extent to 
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which. the Board is obligecl to ch,rnrie:i. money in certaJn directions. 

However, these noti.ons do reflect t.he social div.i.sions which 

exist between no:.:th and south on the one hand and between farmers 

and non-farmers in Eksteenfontein on the other.. 

The occupations of the various representatives on th~ Board also 

refl0ct thE;se divisions. From t.'ric. U.rt.e that the fixst Ko1:1IT.e.r 

representative was cippoir:ted (in 1956) lll'ltil 1979, no mj_grant 

worker from Eks teenfontein he.lo office on the Board. All the 

representatives fi:om Eksteenfontein ~'llc;re farrr:ers of note '.-Jho were 

involved in farming on a full-time basis.~ By contrast, the 

Kuboes representatives have primarily been migr.ant workers for 

at least tl:e past 25 years. 5 This di.ff~rence between the two 

communities suggeGts not only that different sectional interests 

are represented on the Board, but also that there is a different 

status ascribed to formers and migrants i:. the two cof\1.lTl.Unities. 

In other words, the fact that Eksteenfontein gets full-time 

farmers elected to the Board tells us something about the pclitic.;;tl 

power of farmers as opposed to migrant workers in that ccrru;1uni ty. 

Conversely, the large percentage of migrant worl~ers in Kuboes 

who are elected to the Board suggests that the farmers in that 

community have a much lower status than is the case in Eksteen­

fontein. Some informants have argued that this diffe~ence is 

owing to the fact that the Eksteenfontein representatives employ 

shepherds and are therefore able to take a day off in order to 

attend the Board's meetings, but it is unl:i.kely that this is the 

actual reason, since the Kuboes represen tatj_ves (being migrant 

workers) suffer great inconvenience by taking a day off work 

{thereby losing pay) and having to find transport from their 

respective places of work into the Reserve and then to Lekkersing. 
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c.} Discussj_on 

Th-2 ch,-mges in the functions of the Doetr:d, as well as \.:he 

changes in the sectic-nal ini:..erests ~-:hich the Board reprcs.·'.':mte<l, 

need to be se-2-11 in terms of the p:cocess of social differentiati on 

outlined in Chapters 4 and 5. The importance which the Boorlinge 

in th~ south (in contrast to those in the north) attached to t.he 

land-protecting function of the Boa~d, gave rise to a differe~tial 

int.crest in the Boax-d as such. C~1sequently it was very e~sy 

fo.:- the people of LekkC'!rsing to gain effective control of t..11e 

Board. This meant that the nosluis Easters, soon after their 

arrival in the Reserve, could form an alliance with the BoorlinSie 

of the south, and in doing so could exclude the Kuboenaars from 

the decision-mc:ikJng process. The attitudes of h'hi te outsiders, 

espec:ially those of th::: Super in tenden t, only served to furthe:c 

estr.ange the Kubo0naars f:rorn the Board while at the same time:~ 

encouraging the Basluis Ba.sters to partake in the Board 1 s actj_vities. 

The introduction of the Colou:ced Mission Stations and Reserves 

Act gave a new dimension to the Board's functions and provj_ded 

fertile ground for the emerging division betr,,;een farmers and 

migrant workers. 
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Notes to Chapter 6. 

1. It should also be noted that Carstens never actually visited 
the ~Uchtersveld before the arrival of the Dosluis Baste.cs. 

2. His ilctual report read: "Geen beswaar is gemaak. nie, buiten 
dat die oorspronklike inwone:i::s nie verdring sal wor:d nie en 
dat as van die nuwe inwoncrs ongewenste persone mag blyk te 
wees, hulle van die Rese,rvaat verwyd~ r mag word"_ 

3, There is ver.y little cognition crnong the majority of Hese.-~ve 
dwellers as to the actua.l arnuun t of money involved in these 
"imp~ovement schemes", or of the major s011xces of tl1is :nor.e y. 
Since all Registered Occupiet-s have to pay al) annual t:a..-.: of 
R22, most of them firmly be l ieve that this money constitutes 
the Boa.rd' s major sonrce of revenu2. In f.:1ct, the Bonrd 
receives most of its finances from the Coloured DeveJ02mer.t 
Corporation in the form of a long-term. loan ,,1bich, in 19 79, 
al ready exceeded the amount of Rl20 000. In 19 '/CJ the B02.rc 
received less than RS 000 from taxes. Tr.is amount was 
substantiully lower in previous yeu.rs, since the tox hos 
been raised very rapicUy from R8 in 1974 to its present level 

4. Allie Volmoer, the appointed xepresent~tlve from Ekstcen­
fontein, did not have very m2ny stock since he tended to 
devo::e more of his time to thE= Board's activities, than to 
farmL-1g. 

5. Admittedly it is more difficult to categorise the people of 
Kuboo?s as being ej_ther farme:cs or rr,igra.11t workers, bnt it is 
stri)~inJ that only one of the seven household heads in Kubc:o!s 
with more than 400 stock (see Table 2.1) has been a 
representative on the Board during the last 25 years. 
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CHAP'::.'ER 7 Conclusio~s. 
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In this thesis I have stressed that a procass of social 

differentiation has taken place in the Richtersveld which has 

tended to concentrate tarming act:Lvity in the hands of a few 

weal thy farmers, while the remainder of the population has 

become progressively involved solely in migrant labour. This 

is by no means an original finding, and in the light of recent 

work on rural differentiation, might well be int~rpreted as a 

retrogressive step. For example, Murray (1976}, Spiegel (1~79) 

and (to a lesser extent) Sharp (1977) have all emphasised that 

the differential involvement of rural dwellers in agriculture 

and migrant l~Jour needs to be seen in terms of the cyclical 

processes involved (with specific reference ~o the household 

developmental cycle) and is not necessarily i.n<licative of the 

formation of distinct social classes. In ('!_.:~ fence of m,· 

conclusions it j_s therefore necessary to look in mo1e dctai.1. 

at some of the basic related issues. 

"Classj_c" conc.=.!ptlors of rural dif feren;~iation hava aJ.eo 

emp.liasised the erner.1:e:nce of two distinct. sor:ial c.l&sSG'J, hnt 

have generally Deen content marely to pigeon-hole all tu~~l 

a~1rd.l·1rs inlo nutu.:;.lly 2xcli.1sive catego:c::.--:s of "L1-.:n1er.3" and 

"migrz.mLs" (RaJJ.z2s, 197H). · 

a.pproctr.h has bE:<:=n adopted ~n the .s•i:udy 0£ pe::i.sants, and who.le 

sucieti~:a huve been .:;lassifiE'!d as "tribal", "p2asant" or 

"mccicrn industrial" (Fallers, J.96"/:36), 'I'he pec1~.ant, like 

the oscill.atin0 mtgrant worlcer 1 is g2nerall-y 1:i~wed a.-s sta.:td.ing 

"n'.idway beb1ee.1. t.he pr_i_mi ti vc and the indu:::;tri-21 soc.i ety" 

(Wolf, 1966:v.ii). This conception of ~casa~t~ as an j_nter-

mediate c2 lcgor:y ha.•; been s8vere1y c:ri ticisad 1.n vj_e.•11 cf thf~ 

http:approa.ch


14 3. 

fact that there have been too many peasants who have existed 

for too long for them to be seen merely as a transient phase 

in hwnan evolution (Foster 1 1967). Murray makes the same point 

concerning migrant workers in Southern Afrj_ca (1976 ~1). None-

theless, both the peasant and the migrant worker Zlre part of 

the broader process of urbanizatj_on and they have emerged only 

as a result of the rurz1l dwellGrs I inc re as i11g involvement in 

the city (Shanin, 1971:12). This involvemsnt or participation 

of th~ rural resident in a cash based market economy takes two 

basic forms: i) the s3le of labour, and ii) the sale of 

cigricultu.·t:al produce {Saul a.nd i·roucis, 1971;107). 

This brings us to another closely related point; that cha.J1ge 

in "primi tive 1
' societier; has traditionally been vl8wed in terms 

of a changing orientation of rural dwelle~s f~om conservatism to 

progressivism. I d,J r:ot ar;Jl'-3 this, but fully :r·2cogni.se that 

su:::h an ethnocentric "capi i:ali~t.tcn model is qui ·:·.e inapp:l".'o-ori1.1te 

when c!pplicd wh0J.e(jc,ilc a.s typical of all i,nt.m-cai;:,italist" 

:c ural fa.rrne.1:s I as much in Af:cic4', ~.s in the Europear1 context 

u;?on 1.vhiec1 tl"1e rncc:~l of "p~a.s?nt 11 is based (Gaul and Woods, 

1971). In otr:c r we:;:d!:> 1 I am not sugges tiny that the long-term 

p:=ocesses whfch I J-..;:v,~ outlined in the Rid1tcrsvc-,ld are typical 

of other Nurr•i-J.((Ualttnc; n.eserve'.'i (or, for that matter I of other 

rural ilreas in Southern ; . .r-dca) . Inst€2.d, :~ hope to have 

si:cwn that th2 p~!"ticular cJ:r·cl1tnstanc0s in ',.he Richtersveld have 

given rise to c:1 siti..;,a-tior1 whj_ch :mj_ght ussfnlly be contrasted 

wj_th the diffe~:ent sit:1.-:1.tions in ot.her a.reas. This j_s why I in 

the can text of the R.iclt tersveld itself, I h,:we t1t LiemptecJ to 

'.J.nde:r lin~ the di f ferenc~s be tween Kuboes an'3. Eks te~nlon tein, 
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More specifically, I have tried to show how, in Eksteenfontein, 

the model of a 11 successful 11 farmer has been the one \.,,hich the 

Bosluis Basters brought with them into the Reserve, and the one 

which has been encouraged and nurtured by government policy and 

individual officials. At the same time the potential freedom 

offered by farming on "cornmunal 11 land, and the absence of a 

sense of commu.l"li ty have further favoured these particular 

developments. 

I also wish to stress that, since I am looking at rural differen­

tiation as an element of social change, classes must necessarily 

be seen as beiny flexible and indetermj_nate, rather th~n fi~ed 

and absolute. One might therefore usefully introduce the &otion 

of "degree of differentiation". Consequently, one cannot say 

that the Ri.:.:::htersvelCL {or even .E)·:ste':;nfon-tein) consi::,ls o-:: two 

distlnct classes: "rich f a.:-me ~.-s" and '' .r.n:lqr c:1.n t wor}:o !'S 11 
• P.ll 

that can be said at this sta0e is that t~ore is a graaual move 

towards the for-rnatic 1n of two dis l.i.nct_ c-~.,:1~ses, but -u.,at this · 

process is by no me~ns complete. 

selv~s in an indeterminate pos1-ti.on. Seen in this light, ·ths:(e-· 

fore, ~piegel's conclt1sions rr:ight be sa:_,J. to dit: ::0r from my avm 

only in d2grec. For ~]though he st~ss~es ~·= cyclical pb~terns 

·,11hich p~rpetuat'= r:1n unc.i f fererttiated ."t:P.-,:,~..:. ,;,-1orki ng c; l.ass, ::.e does 

ac!o1rn·.'leclge that: " ..... the di "' f·,·•:·,mc2s 0etwc·..: i.1 pcc~y• !-)curgeois 

house:.holds cm the ore hc.l.nci., and tho:sG of the oth<~i: (cyclical) 

cat2gories on the i...,the:i:, are. heginrd.,\g to pcrsis t f~om one 

ge,1eration to the next" (J.9,9:9) ., In the Richt~rsvel<l the rate 

of :r.u:cal diffcri::i~tia.tlon h.:i.s been rnor.-e rapid ar-d therefore the 

deg>:-:=.e of ciffe:cen·Lia.tion ts more p:co11ounr.ed thc0 n j_,·1 odi.e:c areas 
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such as the Lesotho villages with which Spi~gel dealt. The 

question of deciding the specific class position of the rural 

migrant worker who ~etains an interest in farming is therafore 

inappropriately phrased if cne is seeking an answer which applies 

to all people in this category and for all stages of their 

development. 

And finally, I have attempted to ~teer away from overly mechanical 

riot.ions of class formation ~-,hi.ch have invariably tend~d to slot 

categor5es of people into conveniently defined classes. For 

exill'lple, Carter: (19"/S) has defined thr.~e dist.in ct classes in 

Noz-i:heast Scotland simply on the ba~is of the a.mo,.mt cf 1anr1 

which farmer.sown, while Turton (197£-.i) de.fines three classes 

solely in term:: of <liffe:t:ential involvement in fa?:t:1ing and mi(Jr<1:n.t 

labour. Although I have stressed the importance of U•2 r.eJ.;1U.Olls 

of p1:oc11ction and -cbB access to the means of prod·,.ict:.:..0,1 1 it is 

q-.ii te clear t-..hat these alone do not determine the cla::;::; po.si tion, 

Poli t.i.cal and ick;ological :f2.ctor.s al!,O play ->.n import.:u.n t role· 

(see Ter:ra.y 1 1~7S; Poulant·•ias, 1978 and. Laclau, 1971). This is 

sh0\·n1 b~ th-=: di f f e rGnce~ be b·:een the "Cor,~ '' gro'.-lp memb~~ ~' a.no 

"I J.ter arr.i •rals" 00 the one hand, and l:h.e Bocr~.in<J8 a.nu Korn.rners 

on the other. 

It j_s in:l2restjng t.o not.e that. the pcttte:rn I hn.ve skctr::i1.~.d in 

th._:: Rir;h tel'."sveld is to a large extent in. line w.i.. !:h th) government 

policy tmrnrds f~1rn.i.ng ::i.nd cash labour in a:i..l ;.::~e CQloured 

Rese1·vcs. Thi::; policy specifically f.mcourages tr.e intr.oduction 

r.:f "Eccnomi c f.:,nid.~·; uni ts" whereby c.:ei::·tain S"~1.ectec1 f~:r:rr.ers w.i ll 

have th8 whc"Jlc R2se1 ,,e apporlioued amon<J.S t th3rnse 1 v2:s in1:o tr.::cct:.:. 
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of land to which they will have exclusive grazing rights, 

The remainder of the Reserve population will therefore be -

left without access to any farming land whatsoever. At 

present it is envisaged that about 35 tracts of land will 

be created in the Richtersveld, which means that the m.J.jority 

of stock-owners will have to rely on the grazing which is 

available in the relatively small areas (which are already 

severely overgrazed) of corn.manage around the villages. At 

the same time the go\Jernment hopes t.o give the villages 

r:1W1icip.:1l status ,:m<l ultimately do away with the Rese.r:ve in 

its present form. It is interesting to speculate about the 

underlying a.ims of such a pol.icy, but the in•?Vi table result 

wi 11 be the crea:t io:1 of a l 1.ncled elite on t:he one hand, and 

a landless working ciass en the other. 

The .~,1a.nc1.c;ement Beare of the Richte:r.svcld has al ready ~ 1..:cepted 

these recoromendatior,s, unlike i Ls conri t2r.parts in other Reserves 

in Nam.=:..gualand anLl c lsewhere. This accept?...nce can b~ a.ttrib\1t.r~a 

to th.cee basic factcrs. Firstly; there is s~ffici~nt land for 

-1 sigai ficant nLrnilie:t of reBidents ·to become far,.iers. Secon<lly, 

the farmers have sufficient contro.i.. 0£ the Bour-d for this polJcy 

to be acci~pted. Jl.:-id thirct1y, the process o ~ di ff3ren tia.ticn as 

out:lined above has progress2d Lo the sta9e w:)ere it 'dill reql'..i.re 

very little adjustment on the part of the residents (especJ.ally 

those in Eksteen(ontein) to adapt to the new situation. ~he 

only othe.:. Reserv~ to ha\'e occepted this policy is Mi~r, ·vrhich 

is sj_ tuated in th,~ Cc1.pE north of -the Orange Ri vc-r. Al·thoush 

I have no detailed knowledge of Mier, it is significant that it 

is the second largest of d1l the Reserves (398 798 lil:!2tares) 
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has a relatively small population (3 005). 

It is unlikely, however, that such policy will succeed in 

many other Reserves, primarily owing to their high population 

density. As far as the Namagualand Reserves are concerned 

(about which there is much more information available) Sharp 

reports that the people of Komaggas and Concordia have con­

sistently rejected all attempts at implementing •"development 

schemes" which might favour one section of the population at 

the expPnse of another (1977). Carsten's data is somewhat 

outdated for any specific conclusions to be drawn at thio 

s tase. On the one hand, however, he has stressed the sociB.l 

sisnificance oi: fan1ing for the population of Steinkopf as a 

whole (1966:46), but on the other hand, attempts were being 

made in 1978 (by the Board) to prevent stock-owners with .less 

than 100 stock from J,:13eping them on the land., 'I'hi.::: last 

ohservation m<!y well indicate 'chnt thGre is a :::;.i.milar. patb2rr.. 

of dif ferentiatio!""~ laking pJ.ace in s teinkopf as can be observed 

in the Rj_ch tersveld Once again it is sign if ican t that the 

population density 0f Steinkopf is much lower than either 

Kon-.aggas or Concorc:ia (see Ta.ble l, l). 

'I'he.:.:;,~ issues pose s•:v.1~ intc:c-.!stj_ng questions concernir.g lh2 

p::est:;nt-day signi fic:.:i.rc,::- cf th2 Rese eves for their rf".sidents, 

~-s ,,:cil as the broa(~.e:r sigr~ificance of the Resf;.rves in the 

regional conte~<.t, indeed, in South Africa as a whole. More 

speci -=ically, these qu.es tions can be phrased as fellows: m1_y 

do so many residsnts of Coloured Rese~ves elect to remain the~e? 

(Ci_ven that tht:"re a1·-2 !10 l2gr.1.l restrictions which pr2venl: them 

from settling permanently in industrial centres and that so 

http:significar.ce
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many of them have VE·ry little real interest in farming). And 

what has been the effect of the continued existence of the 

Reserves upon the people themselves and upon ..:he regional economy? 

With reference to the first question, ~t should be stressed that 

there has been a substantial amount of permanent out-migration 

frorn the Namaqualand Reserves in recent timefi. For example, 

Table 7.1 gives a comparison of the official population figures 

for four Naniaqualand Reserves in 19 38 and 19 75. As can be seen, 

the average rate of increase is substantially lower than the 200 

per cent calculated for th8 Coloured population as a whole during 

the same period. These is also further evidence of the high 

rate of permanent ou·.:. .. migra t.ion if we look at West.' s estimate 

that 36 per cent of the adult-_ Colured population of Po:ct Nolloth 

in 1969 we.re born in the~e four. Resen,:.:.s ( 19 7.:..: 11, £ro:m 1'able 2). 

Table 7.1: 

Reserve 

Stcinkopf 

Concorclia 

Leliefontcin 

Ko:-nagg.::1s 

Comparision of pcrulations in four Namaqualai,a 
Reserves j_n 19 .18 and 19 75. 

Pop.in 19 38 Pop.in 19 75 Percentage 
increase 

3 500 5 375 53 

2 SBO 4 JOO 66 

5 000 5 474 9 

1 81 ·; 3 091 70 

These obs~l:':?.t tons say !jOrnething about the e;,:·:.cgence of a "class" 

of wage-la'.)ourers in all th<-: Namaquv.land Resurves, but not:1lng 

abo1,.1t the r-easons ,:hy residcn ts, who are in !Jrnct.lce landless and 

stockle~s, elect to remain there. Many such resj.dents claj_med 

that living in the IUcbtersveld was cheaper than living elsewhere, 

~;hile oi.:.l1~1·s enpha.sised tl1_at they wanted to t,e n~c_r their fam.i.l~.':'s. 

I 
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But the Reserves are also seen as more desirable places in 

which to live because they allow the residents to escape from 

the world outsi.de. Many residents feel that the Reserves 

are "decent" places in which to live and raise a £1.rnily. The 

crime rate i.n the Reserves is very low - due in no small 

measure to the intimate nature of interpersonal relationships; 

and drinking is not yet a major problem, since there are no 

liquor outlets in any of these are&s. I also often heard 

mention me.de of the peaceful atmosphere, the friendly relation­

ships and the unhurried pace of life. Others stressed the 

importance of the Ghurch and the control which it exercises 

in keeping deviants in line. 

Another impo:rtant t'lspect which many 1·esi<lents referred to, was 

the fact -that, in the:; ReservE.s, people had a certain amount of 

polJ.tical autonc!'iiy -· the ability to run a-:1.d organise their own 

a.ffA.irs without too :;1uch overt outside i!tter:::erence. Clc;sely 

related to this is the fact that~ in the Heserves, the p~~cple 

are to a la:cge ex teil i:. shielded from the l_)e t.-t~, disc rirn:i.nution 

which they invariably experience outside. 

nie so 'n ding soos aparth0id nie". 

'' Hi.erso is dc:iar 

A.i,d finally, liut pro.;a:-:11y most important:i_y, there is a sense of 

securj_ty in the Raserv~s which is not matched 2lsewherc. Even 

though the diar-.10!"!.d 1711.nes in the vicinity of i·.he Rj_chtersveJ.d 

c~o not: e:~:0erience th2 sa.me fluctuations as the copper industry 

near ·che oU:~cr Namaqualand Reserves, the res.;.<lent3 are p2'tently 

2.ware of the dc.:nge,....s of rr.oving to one partj_cular place of employ·­

IT'.ent. 'I'hey rccogn.i. z2 that this .i.mm.ed i .:'..tely ,nakes the worker 

so rnuch r:,ore dE'pende,.1t upon h:i_s employer, anC: many residents 
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expressed the fear that they might lose their jobs and thus be 

left without a roof over th&ir heads. The security which the 

Reserves provide might well be at a rel a ti ve:..y low level, but 

it is easier to be 1,>oor with dignity in the small-scale Reserve 

society. 

Th0se are the reasons whid~ the migrant work,"}rs give for remaining 

resident in the Richtersveld. At a more theoretical level, how-

ever, Carstens has argued that "there is ample evidence to demon­

strate that a process cf positive conditioning takes plac~ in 

reserve communities. This process may be regarded as the soci~l-

ising mecbanisr,i that creates a pull to remain in a social refuge 

area 11 (1977:l'il). Whether Reserves should necessarily be ter!r.ed 

"social rcfu0e areas" is debatable., bu.t Carstens is making the 

r>oin t ( also based or, observations about the Canadian Indian 

Reservation sys tern) that Reserves, by t.heir very nature, create 

a deµc:-.<lence en th~;'_,e ccrnmuni ties which the ·ccsiden ts a:re not 

ea:;tly able to forsake . Shatp 1 s more detai ·Led mw1.ysis of 

.KOM:':.9'<:f3S and Conco:~dia !..;peci fie ally draws attention -;:.o the 

proces::,es •.vhich have brought about !:he "sense of commu,1i ~y 11 i!1 

these t~o Resecvcs (stressing the importance of th£ resident~• 

:,:e lat i.onship t-o the l::rnd, •,...-h ich is implicit in the £ uGt thctt the_y 

r.a.V8 certclL~ rights whj ch can, the ore ti cal ly at uny rc>.te, h€ 

exercised) ~nd thece appears to be u similar precess taking 

pJ.2.ce i~ Kuboes . l\mong the I<ornrr.ers (especially tbose in 

Eksteanfor1tein) land i~ seen much more clearly and singlcmindcdly 

zis a means of <2-~nerating income~ and fo.c those who ::lre not able 

to utili.sc the land in this way (those with few or no stock), 

ti,cre re.:viins very little to keep them Ln th0 Reserv2 - hence the 

high rate of permanent out-migration. 
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I turn now to the second question: What has been the effect of 

the continued existence of the Reserves upon the people them­

selves and upon the ,: roader economy? Here it is necessary to 

look at the nurnerical significance of the Coloured Reserves. 

Firstly, I would like to stress that the total population of 

all Rural Coloured Areas is+ 58 250 - a mere 0,214 per cent of 

the total population of South Africa. When seen in this light, 

the Coloured Reserves cannot be said to have any great signi fica:1ce 

for the South African economy (especially when compared to the 

millions resident in the Black Homelands and States). If ~ve 

look specifically at Namaquaiand,however, the picture changes 

somewhat. Here 59 per cent of the total Coloured population 

ts resident in the Reserves - a very substant:i.al proportion of 

the total labour force available in the area. A&ni~tedly Black 

migrant workers are available to the mines, but the quota system 

rneans that they alone cannot possibly supply all the labour 

requirements. In some instances mines have actually undertaken 

t-.o give preferential employment to workers from certatn Reserves. 

No doubt the moti. 11e of such policie.s is to create c1. more stable 

labcur force, but it is also llkely that their eff~:ct has been 

to ke~p wages down. 

S92n in this light, the establishment of the copper ir.dust:ry and 

the e~;tablishme(lt of the Reserves in Nama.qua).and are too close 

(chronologically) for one to ignore the thesl.s that the reserves 

prGvid:~ industry w.i. tl1 a ready supply of cheap L:ibou:r.. For 

exarr.ple, both Wolpe (197~) .::ncl. Carstens (1971) have argued 

(alh8it from cJjffe:cent viewpoints) that the P-eserves 0:i:- Homelands 

reduce the cost 'Jhich i.ndusi...ry has to pay for. labour. 
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has argued that the Homelands reduce th£ cost (to employers) of 

reproduction, thereby allowing the employer to extract a surplus 

value while paying salaries below the cost of: reproduction. 

Cars tens, on the other hand, argues that the :Rural Coloured Areas, 

by their mere existence, offer their residents a temporary 

sanctuary whj.ch prevents them from becoming full members of the 

broader economy. This removes the onus to supply housing and 

social servtces from the employer and condemns the worker to a 

continued state of migrant labour which consequently prevents 

him from beco:.ling a full member. of the broader economy. 

'I'here are some problems associated with these arguments. They 

assume that employers of labour are unwilling to supply adequata 

housir,g for wor.kers and their farniU.es, and j,gnore the fac;t that 

an 0!3cill,lting labour fon.:e might involve costs which are greater 

than the supply of hou.s.:.ng 2-nd soci..:ll services in the mining towns. 

·!'!-:.8 e::.:a.TT'plc of the hoLlSing schemes in Beauval.lon which was 

rnc~tioned earlier (Chapte~ 5), suggests that things are changing. 

Ther.e has also r·ccc~i tly been largP.-sc,71e deve loprnent at Aggenys 

{bP.tween Spri11,ibox. and Pof ;:,_cldcr) wh2:.ce nearly a U:ousu~,a housing 

uni ts have be~n constructed for Coloui:'"eG fa'ni lies. In other 

pi:lrts of the countr} it: is· llecoming increasingly c1ear that the 
. 

labour req11ire1nen :.:.s of indns try are undergoing· rapid r,l",a:nge. 

The cries c1L-erqing tram j ndustrialists to have some of i::.he influx 

control regula-tions ,;1.bol ishcd, !arnggcst that ::.r,.c1usb:y wan ts a mere 

stable and more skilled lc.!bo1.1r force. In Namaqualand the labour 

:ccquj_rements a?:e nlso undergoing ci~zmq~ and a c:onst.:int coroplc.i.:r..t: 

fron tlw rnlning companies has been that. labo1u-erG r1r2 only 

pr~pared to work during the of~-periods of faru1ing a~tivitics, 
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The aims of industry are by no means in conflict with the 

aims of the Rural Coloured Areas Act of 1963 which sought to 

achieve the "differentiation between town dwellers on the one 

hand and bona fide farmers on the other hand" (van der Horst, 

1976:45). If we look ut what is happening in Eksteenfont~in, 

where the average stock-ownership per household is greater 

than in Kuboes, but the rate of migrant labour more or less 

the same, then it is clear that such diffe:centiation will 

noL only give ~ise to a more stable labour force, but actually 

increase the supply of labour. It is also interesting to note 

in this regard that some writers have mentioned, with regard to 

Black Homel2nds, tl,a·c certain cl~.ss-levelling policies have hact 

·to be replaced by those v.·hich encourage the formation of a 

bourgeois closs (see Molt:eno, J.977). 

And I:1nally, I wish to look at the notions ot etrinicit.y and 

race in the lJght of my conclusions about the class situotior.. 

During my first few visits to the area the most striking feature 

of the Richt2r:;veld was the fact that there appeared to be an 

..::J..>solute and oven,helming- division bet1,:28n Boorlinge and Kornmers. 

They did not mix socially, they did not marry, they lived in 

dif~e£ent settlemen-s or different parts of single settlements, 

and (perhaps most importantly) the Kommers openly expressed 

feelings 0f racial superio~ity towards the "Nama". 

'I'hese early 1.mpressions ':Tere encouraged by t.he writings of West 

and Carstens who bot.:h did br.:.ef research in the Ri..chtersveld 
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"In this discu:;sion of the Richtersveld social structure 
I have not included the Bosluis Basters because, although 
they live in the same Reserve, they really constitute a 
separate isolated community. Moreover, there is practically 
no interaction in everyday life between these people and 
the rest of the population. It is important to note, how­
ever, that the Bosluis Basters regard themselves as 
superior stock. They are very light in colour and do not 
marry with the indigenous Richtersveld population ...•• " 

(Ca£stens, 1966:208). 

"The people who have come to Port Nolloth from the Richters­
veld must be divided into two distinct groups. The first 
consists of Coloured people described at the beginning of 
this chap~er, and the second a more recent group of im­
migrant Basters" (West, 1971:12). 

Racial and ethnic differences within nations are sometimes 

regarded as historical accidents; in contrast to the social 

class differences created and perpetuated by the major institutional 

structures within that society itself. This is, however, a 

spurious distinction which overlooks the feet that racial and 

ethnic differences only beccme relevun t within a single social 

setting, where local class dlfferences are necessary in order to 

supply contemporary meaning for the perpetua.--:ion of such racial 

and ethnic divisions. This is not to sa1 that class dj_ffe~ences 

in themselves provide the basis for the formation of etr~n:l.c or 

racial identity, but ra.ther that eth~ic ,rn<l 't"acial differences 

provid2 the rr.e ms of c::cquiring po1i tic al, and hence economic, 

advantage. The BoEluis Basters (before 1949) stressed their 

rc:1r::ial and cultural e::clusi veness for their own economic and 

r, .')litical advantage - i.e. in order to acqul"::'e land. Once they 

had entered the Ric!Lt2rsveld a different strat.cgy had to be used 

and they therefore uncbrplay~d these dj_fferences. Having acquired 

c1 foothold in the Richt:ersvcld it soor. became appar~nt that these 

differences (which r.ad not yet comple-Lely disappe.ared) could be 

mobilized in order to gain con t:col of excJ.usi ve gra.:ing :cigh ts 
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in the s,)uthern pcirt of the Reserve. This was acr.;(0.ved, as 

we have se0n, bj, open feclir,gs of supe•ciorj_ ty to•.-ia:·ds che Be- ):tlin<::;2 

in Ekste~nfor-Le.t~·•., which ca~1sed rr,ost of thL~ff• to movC! to l~uboG:s. 

At the same tirne th~y 1,,ere .ilile t() ut:il:i.2,e the rifL bet.wee~ t!'lc 

Boorlinge in tJ1P. nort:-1 and sou.th of the Heserve b~{ .siding wi t~i 

the latter an~ ~n so doing, gained control of t~e Ma~agemcnt Board. 

Toj,ay, however, j_ t is beco;n.i1:.g inc.reasj ngJ.y clear 'cnat·. even tbot~gh 

stock e:wne:r.sh:Lp .; ,:_• 
.L -· 

concentrated in the hands of a certain select 

group or P,()sluis Basters, 1;c.cial ~nd ethEic differences are no 

lonqer the mo:' t pra.r.::tical m~ans whe !.""e;:iy this ach·a.r. tage can b~ 

the fore. This ::i.s the cnly strategy wl":15 ("·h ca.;1 ensu.re tt-,at ·,:.he 

lar(Je stock O\•tn.:::1.s retain their po.siU.0n in the R8servc. C::, 

to phrase th:i.s another way, sinct:! class h~s becor::! a sigr.ii:icunt 

criterion of ch f f.erentL:1tion, racial 2nd cultural di f.f~,n:.!nC,:::,:~ 

need no longer be emphasised. ThE..:y are too inclu;::ive for the 

purposes of the larger stock-owners a:id, in viev.' c£ -the obvious 

con l:.radictions which they ere ate, <1re an 01:barra.sr.-:c;\ t. 

Even l n the Rich tersve ld where, at the ove1·t lev-2. l, social 

divisions app~ar to be based primarily on physical features of 

race, it is clear that. an analysi.s which atte.mpts to translate 

the pr.c::senr.:e of racial attitudes into the existence of social 

groups, canrn)t deal adequately with all the facts. For example, 

it does not aJlow one to account for the division w:i..thin the 

Basters (thn "Core" group and "Later arrivals") or tha-t between 

the Na.P\a 1°rcm f.,ekJ<.et'sing 2nd those of Kuboes and Sanddrif. 

Nor does it allow one to accou.~t for the presence of eertain 

indi VJ.duals in cert.=tin gronps (see, for example, the cases of 

http:fferenU.at.:i.ml
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George Cloete and o·::he rs on p. 9 8-101) . Indeed, is i5 by looking 

specifically at the nature of the social boundaries over time 

that the class component emerges most cleariy. 

lf we now compare this with the situation in Korr.aggas, certain 

overriding similarities begin to emerge. I~ Kornaggas we see 

that the notion of citizenship was developed in order to protect 

the economic interests of the community, whose members the1:eby 

diff~rentiated themselves from the surrounding peoples. Sharp 

has described this community of "Burgers" as an associatj_on which 

was x.d is geared to the prot-:::ction of property-holding interests 

of its members th rough tiine and for future generations. Al thou,3h 

a ~rroup of B.:;sters took over the land from the Narna, new m•3mbers 

wen~ gradually admitted to the communlt.y of "Burgers". These 

ne1~ ri:ember,;,, which were drawn from thE: :ranks of both the vlh:l te 

2.nc". Z.hoilchoi outsiders I meant that it soon becr1rne impossible 

to distinguish between "Burgers" and outsiders on the basis or 

p:i.:1s j cal features of race and consequcn tly j ural £ a.ctors bE:came 

im::iortant p:,:i nciples of recruitment to i:he Komagc;a.s comrC!uni ty 

(J.977). 

In both Ko:naggas and the Rj.chtersveld we therefore see that t.he 

slgnific~nce of physical features of race te~cts to be oµen to 

negotiat.ion and that soci~l ~:roup fo:crr,ation takes or. a .:lass 

dimension. However, in the case of Kom2qgas the Burg~rs can 

be s~cn to stand in a cor.~on relationship to the means of 

production. 'J:'hJs has the.r.ef01:e given rise to a situation whe:!:e-

by c b.ss provides the means of di ffer.cn t.iat.ion bEtween U1e 11 Bu1.gers" 

and outsiders. In the Richtersveld, on the other hand, 3tock 

ownership can be seen to constitute a significa.nt part of the 
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means of production and this has resulted, in the case of the 

residents of Eksteenfontein, in a class division ~ithin the full 

members of the Reserve. 

As far as Steinkopf is concerned, Carstens tells us that there 

is a division between members and resident non-members, as well 

as between two racially defined groups of full-members, However, 

he refers to both of these divisions as "class" divisions - a 

class simply being "an aggregate of individuals having more or 

less thc,, same status in the community" (1966 :120). The question 

now arises as to whe thcr Carstens, in his description of 

Steinkopf, is talking of a completely different situation o~ 

whether he is simply using a more conservative analytical approach. 

I would suggest that if we apply the insights gained from Komagg;_is 

and the Richtersveld to th2 Steinkopf data, it is very unlikely 

that the di11ision within the 11 Burger 11 stratum is as '.l"i'Jidly 

defined along racial lines as Carstens makes out. It is muci1 

more probable that j n Steinkopf new cla.ss di v:i..sions, :Octsed on 

differential access to land, are also be!Jinning to er11erge. 
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