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I PT Joumals (N 270), PEDro (N=86) 
J Other: sexual abuse survivors 2, army recruits = sedated In· patents 1 
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5 See TABLE 5 
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Most (80%) research using qualitative methods was undertaken among adult participants, a 
substantial proportion (58%) of whom were drawn from ernployees and students (Table 13). 

TABLE 13 
Characteristics of Research Using Qualitative Methods (N=40) 

N % 

Age of Participants 
Adults 33 82 
Combined Ages 5 13 
Not specified 2 5 

Vulnerable Groups 23 58 
Employees 12 
Students 9 
Decisional Impairment 1 
Survivors of Sexual Abuse 1 

Findings relating to vulnerable groups (children, students and employees) were further 
disaggregated according to study design and ethical protections (Tables 14 and 15). 

Children were most often involved in interventional research published in PT journals and 
PEDro (66% and 100% respectively) (Table 14). About one fifth (19%) of children were 
involved in behavioral studies (Table 14). As already noted (Table 8), neither consent nor REC 
approval was obtained in 29% of studies using children reported in PT journals, with 13% of 
RCTs in PEDro failing to report either protection. No children were involved in qualitative 
research. 

TABLE 14 
Vulnerable Groups (Children) According to Study Design and 
Documented Ethical Protections 

Children PT Journals t PEDro2 

N=101 N=86 
N % N 

Study Design 
Clinical 67 66 86 
Behavioural 19 19 
Combined Methods3 5 5 
Chart Review 6 6 
Case Reports 4 4 

Ethical Protections 
Informed Consent 66 65 68 
REC Approval 61 60 58 
Neither' 29 29 11 
Confidentiality5 16 16 

I Physiolherapy Journals. 1 Physiotherapy Evidence Dalabase. 3 Clinical and Behavioural Methods 
• Neilher inlQlT11ed consenl nor research elhics commiHee approval. 5 PT Journals only 

47 
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67 
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I Clinical and behavioural mel110ds 

Students 
N 

1 
4 

9 

18 
17 

% 

2 
6 

2 Neither Informed consent nor research ethics committee approval 

Journal REC 

AJPT written statement 
PTI 
SAJPT 
CJPT written statement 
UKJPT certificate from REC 
USAJPT name of REC on title 

I Research Ethics Committee 

N % 

7 8 

1 1 
4 4 

12 13 

in to 

in 

Informed Consent 

written 

written 
written statement written 
written statement written 
statement in 'methods' written 

2 Confidentiality Is limited to written permission to publish photographs in which subjects are recognizable andlor the use of fictitious names. 
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15 17 
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9 16 
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3 5 
0 1-11 

to 
8 9 

93 5 84 9 

3 5 6 

3 11 13 
65 24 

0.5 
3 4 

Evidence Database 
Phys Ther-2, J Pedialr Orthop=1, J of Pedialrics=1, Lancel=1, NEJM=1 
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1 : 

Article number: 

Journal: 

Journal Title 

Year: 

of 

SAJP UKJPT 

volume: 

number on 

SA Rest of Africa 

Far East Asia 

Y 

pages: 

USA 

N 

USA.IPT 

Canada 

Other 

C.IPT AUSJPT 

affiliation: Y N 

Australia 

Middle East 

Contributions 

Conflicts of Interest: declared none declared no statement 

children 

Gender: male 

Vulnerable groups: 

children students 

clinical 

Case 

assurance 

Qualitative methods: 

Y N 

adults 

female 

women 

behavioural 

Y N 

Y 

Y 

both 

other 

combinations not 

both 

HIV/AIDS 

other 

chart review 

N 

N 

not 

critical care 

combination of methods 

Presence of Informed consent in article: Y N nol 

Format: written oral both waived nol <:n<>,.,I"u' 

consent: familial non-familial not not 

Assent: Y N not 

Format: written oral both not speclliEld 

Presence of REC In article: Y N 

Number of committees: name of REC Y N 

Location of REC 'methods' title page both 

Y N 

PTI 

none 
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........ ,~ ... '1lv2: 

Article each new article a number 

source for each article. 

Journal 

Contributions: indicate whether individual contributions author are identified e.g. wrote paper, 
collected or inl£l,rr'lfl>jprl nprfnrrn""rl statistical 

of Interest: circle whether authors ac~:nmNleIJae any conflicts of interest e.g. service on 
research honorariums for 

such as the medical research councils. 

Number of '''''T'C.'' ... , 

of 

• blood pressure, chest 

• services 

• chart review: 

article. 

is in 
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Qualitative methods: includes articles in which words 
methods seclion of the arlicle. 

methods' are used in the words or 

Presence of Informed consent In article: refers to those articles which document that informed consent or 
was obtained or waived. Articles must include either a strict or definition of informed consent. Informed 

consent is if the kinds of statements are 
II Patients! proxy gave written informed consent to 
II All gave written! oral consent 
II received from the REG to use deferred consent 

All articles will be counted once for informed consent but may include counts on other outcome measures. For 
BOTH oral and written consent may be circled if both are obtained in a 

consent: 
II familial consent refers to consent from a 

case of an adult. 
or in the case of a 

non-familial refers to consent a proxy or a r;<,,,,wlI<' 

Assent: refers to articles which document that assent was obtained from child 

Presence of REC/IRB :>nl"orn""" refers to articles in which REG :;m,um,'", 

definition of REG 

'" 
II 

II 

Number of committees: refers to the number of ethics committees that 

Name of REC: Was the actual REC named? For 1>'i~,mr'ljO 
of variation in and effectiveness of 

Location of REC indicate where in the article mention of REG 

refers to articles which documented that 
<'Y"""n,1" data were collected 

and to a member in the 

status is documented. Articles 
if the kinds of 

",,"'<'''''1''' of 
a committee may increase 

is made, 

or was 
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3: 

Journal: SAJP UKJPT USAJPT CJPT 

Year of 

How often the year are Instructions issued: 

EXPLICIT statement in Instructions 

Informed consent: Y N 

If yes, IC to be located in: covering leiter 

RECIIRB Y N 

If yes, :;;nllornv:;;, to be located in: coverIng letter 

with Helsinki declaration: 

Protection of human and 

Y 

Y 

Financial Y 

If yes, disclosure to be located in: covering letter 

Conflict of Interest: Y N 

If yes, statement to be located In: covering letter 

Y N 

Authors' contributions: Y N 

Do Instructions refer authors to the Uniform 

No for ethical standards: Y 

OTHER! COMMENTS: 

in 

AUSJPT PTI 

manuscrlplnol specified 

N 

N 

N 

manuscrlptnol 

manuscript not specified 

manuscrlptnol specified 

Y 

N 

N 
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