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Reforming education one text book at a 
time



• Washing one’s hands of the conflict 
between the powerful and the powerless 
means to side with the powerful, not to be 
neutral

• Freire Paulo The Politics of Education
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On the side of human relationships, our continued 
development, and a full understanding of our 
problems, require that we encourage research into 
the social sciences. Here, perhaps, more, than in 
any other field of learning, Australia has an 
outstanding contribution to make to the world at 
large…We have also greatly increased 
responsibility to shoulder in relation to other 
people, particularly to those with whom we are 
associated as a' Pacific power.
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Dedman, J. (1946) Second reading speech Australian National University Bill 1946 
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ANU Press eTextbook series

• Aims to 
– Communicate in the discipline areas in which 

ANU has great strength
– Create innovative ways to support education
– Be part of a research led curriculum
– Establish an international presence in 

education.



ANU Open Access Policy

• The University's Open Access Policy 
contains a commitment to the 
dissemination of research findings as 
essential both to:

ü differentiate the University's research 
excellence and 

üsupport national and international research 
excellence. 



ANU Press eText

https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/textbooks

https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/textbooks


ANU Press eText

https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/textbooks

https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/textbooks


Case study
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Based on evidence based course 
design
• “read-think-discuss-listen-review” 
• Influenced by peer construction model
• Teams formed in class to investigate with 

seeds
• Detailed observations to assess changes 

in response to environmental factors
• Peer mentors support the teams
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The plant detectives: innovative undergraduate teaching to inspire the next generation of plant biologists
Elizabeth A. Beckmann1, Gonzalo M. Estavillo2, Ulrike Mathesius3, Michael A. Djordjevic3 and Adrienne B. Nicotra3*

http://journal.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/fpls.2015.00729/full

http://frontiersin.org/people/u/232425
http://frontiersin.org/people/u/54681
http://frontiersin.org/people/u/67885
http://frontiersin.org/people/u/102545
http://frontiersin.org/people/u/237423


Students progressing to 
honours
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Students views
• “… one of the most memorable courses of my whole 

degree.”
• “I loved [this course] and have already recommended it 

to my first-year friends.”
• “One of the most interesting and influential courses I 

have taken in my degree.”
• “This was the best course I have taken so far during my 

time at university, not only for the academic/scientific 
knowledge I gained, but for the invaluable lessons 
regarding the importance of team work and interpersonal 
relationships.” (Anonymous student feedback).
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Case study
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• Innovation in publishing
• Linked to Open University course
• shortlisted in the 2019 Education 

Publishers Awards Australia (EPAA). 
• nominated for the "Tertiary (Wholly 

Australian) Teaching and Learning – digital 
only
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Programs supporting innovation

• Programs within faculties
• Etext book subsidy (up to $10k)
• Integration with innovative teaching 

projects



Mythbusting: What  payments do 
authors receive?
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Who pays the authors?

$0 $1-1,000 $1,001 - 2,500 $2,501-$5,000 $5,000 +



A typical scholarly author

• Is an author of 2-5 articles a year
• Authors of book chapters and books also 

author journal articles
• What do they pay?

– less than $2,500 for publishing (copy editing, 
image fees, index, design) – more for books 
than journal articles 
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The main payments to authors are

– Royalties/advances
• 20.2% of book authors receive a royalty or advice 

for a book (~72% of these receive under $1,000)
– Self publishing revenue is low

• Books 3.6% receive above $0, journal articles 
1.2%, other publications 2.4%

– Educational Lending Rights/PLR payments:
• 94.3% of book authors receive $0, 3.4% between 

$1 and $1,000, 
• 98.9% of journal articles and other publications 

receive $0
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A typical scholarly author

– Collecting societies payments 
• 95.4% of book authors receive $0, 1.1% between 

$1 and $1,000, 
• 97.7% of journal authors receive $0, 2.3% between 

$1 and $1,000,
• 96.7% of other publication authors receive $0, 

3.4% between $1 and $1,000
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Lesson learned

• Collaboration is key
• Patience
• Persistence
• Many other titles are used as textbooks
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