


The copyright of this thesis vests in the author. No
quotation from it or information derived from it is to be
published without full acknowledgement of the source.
The thesis is to be used for private study or non-
commercial research purposes only.

Published by the University of Cape Town (UCT) in terms
of the non-exclusive license granted to UCT by the author.

















































































IIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN

Department of Community Health

Medical Schook
Observatory 7925
South Africa
Telephone: 47-1250
Fax No: (021) 47-8955
Heod of Department: Professor JM.L Kiopper, OBE
10 January 1993

Dear Doctor

Your opinion on a_National Health Insurance system for South Africa

We intend to telephone you in the coming weeks to ask your views
about the acceptability of a National Health Insurance system for
South Africa. We enclose, for your interest, a short article on
National Health Insurance which we have recently submitted for
publication.

National ﬁealth Insurance is one of the most common forms of
financing health care worldwide. At last count 87 countries had
social insurance schemes including many developed countries (much
of Europe, Australia, Canada) and a considerable number of middle
income and developing countries particularly in South America.

National Health Insurance is increasingly being focussed upon as an
option for financing health care in South Africa. The introduction
of National Health Insurance would affect General Practitioners and
other primary care providers intimately. We believe it is essential
to get practitioners’ views on these options.

We are currently doing a study in the Cape Peninsula to find out
GPs opinions about the acceptability and feasability of National
Health Insurance. We will be telephoning almost 200 GPs to ask
their opinions and will also be interviewing groups of doctors from
the Academy of Family Practice, Independent Practitioner
Associations including CIPA, Dispensing Doctors Association, MASA
and the African National Congress. The study has received funding
from Health Systems Trust, the Medical Research Council and the
University of Cape Town.

We intend to submit the results of this study for publication so
this will be an opportunity for you to give your views on a system
that could significantly affect your practice.

We greatly hope you will cooperate with this important study.

Yours sincerely

| Signed by candidate |

Dr. M. Blecher, Dr. M. Bachmann, Ms. D. McIntyre
Health Economics Unit
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