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the car collectively became devices which allowed for those living

on the periphery to distance themselves form the world out there.

But all was not perfect in this beautiful environment,
where much violence was submerged behind it’s seemingly flawless
facade. Crime and aggression against random people was common.
There was an omnipresent state of fear in the air, fear of the
unknown and fear of the city which concealed these people. Most
felt that the less interaction with the city, the better and every
attempt was made to keep the rogue elements of the city away from
their homes. Large perimeter walls, with electric wired fencing '
mounted on top, was standard. Private security roamed the streets

24 hours a day, backed up by guard dogs and alarm systems.

Their homes were fortresses of their ideologies. When
the inhabitants had to venture out of their suburbs and into the
city, it happened quickly and seamlessly by car, without coming
into contact with much of its obscenitiés. Visits were as brief
as possible. As the population swelled and increased in riches,
so did the ideology of each having their own piece of paradise.
The éitizens continued on a path of vast expansion, living ever
further away, which meant that the city as a whole operated like a
lung, expanding and contracting with people moving between their
homes and work. This daily pattern occurred until weekends, when a
quasi-stasis was reached, with most staying at home entertaining
family and friends, while at times some ventured into the city
seeking more. The separation of the city into two parts was
desirable for most. It afforded the opportunity to have separate
lives; one for living and solitude and the other for indulgence,

production and sometimes excess.
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Rapid Deterioration

‘ The world was beginning to change. For the first time
since the world wars, a collective, global awareness of |
impending catastrophe was imbedding itself into people. People
were confronted with daily propaganda about the world being
close to collapse, because of exponential populatidn growth
and the unrelenting consumption of natural resources required

to sustain it. There was a sense of immanence in the air.

That day arrived far more abruptly than most had
expected. The world’s oil reserves had effectively run out,
with only a year’s reserve stored by government. No-one saw it
coming, or at least it was always in the form of a rumour or
backyard gossip, that was never taken seriously. There was no
mention made of it previously by government, as they feared
a massive upheaval within society if they did so, for it was
they who did not invest in alternative modes of transport
and alternative methods of delivering supplies and products.
Government had to ration the little remaining fuel to a select
few to delay the inevitable for as long as possible. In the
beginning it was given to its top officials, the public bus
service, refuge collection trucks and emergency vehicles. It
was an enormous mistake; the sight of government officials
driving around in private vehicles agitated the general
population. People began to revolt. These vehicles became
symbols of ineffectiveness and deception. Within weeks the
killing of officials began, as citizens took aim at the soft,

moving targets deemed the source of their problems.
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There was no alternative but to allow only busses,
refuge collection and emergency vehicles as motorized
transportation. The citizens were on edge. Their freedom
depended on a few busses. For many this reality had never
existed before. Within weeks their lives had been altered
irreconcilably; before they were predominantly nuclear
families, moving in and out of the city for work or study
and back to the confines of their comfortable homes. Now that
mostly consisted of long journeys into the city. As time
passed, frustration became endemic, especially for those that
which Wgé'nearly everyone. The waiting times for busses became
unbearable. There were simply not enough of them, especially
on the periphery where the city was so haphazardly occupied.
For some it took up to two hours to walk to the nearest bus
stop. Their commute consumed most of their day. Their lives as

they knew it were impossible to sustain.

The suburban ideologies people fought so hard to
sustain had swelled the city beyond its means. It became like
a monstrous obese person, consuming until it was unable to
move, its excessive consumption now blocking all its arteries.
The metropolis was so out of proportion that it was unable to
service itself.

The city was on the verge of total collapse, purging
its dead weight. Policing became impossible as citizens
were constantly venting against malfunctioning municipal
infrastructure. For many, the scenes of violence were only
ever a reality seen on television, of how the poor living
An the ghettos attacked police and city property. To them
those images had never made much sense, but now, suddenly and

forever, they understood.
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Hand Over

Without fuel there was no way of delivering basics like food or
medical equipment.- The government had to recommission its old freight
trains. to take on delivery of these essential items to the urban
centres. It soon turned into a military exercise as gangs quickly
ceased the opportunity of exploiting the points of delivery. The gangs
were fighting each other and the police on all fronts to get Control
of basicvservices and supplies. The gangs grew rapidly as they gained
control of most it. This ensured them a constant capital flow as well

as membership.

As the only mode of transport, buses were rapidly overtaken
by these gangs seeking to control movement. They realised that if
they could control movement, they controlled people’s freedom and
essentially the way people lived. They eventually extended their reach
to refuge collection while the city managed to hang onto its emergency
vehicles.

The gangs filtered the reach of busses and refuge collection by
stopping them reaching the suburbs. The suburbs were problematic, not
because there were not enough people as most of them lived there, but
because they were so spread out. They could simply not to justify the
fuel resources. As rubbish piled up in the streets, citizens on the
periphery stopped paying utilities. The city had no option but tb cut
electricity and to confine water collection to designated points. Since
water did not flow into the private home anymore and collection had to
be made in public, it became easy to control by gangs.

The city reached breaking point. All the services that had
once held the city together gave in. Previously passive, hard working,
family people joined the fray, attacking the city’é infrastructure and

each other. The swell of destruction became unstoppable.
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