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AGSTRf1CT 

This is an exp"loratory, crnd pi~edominantly empfr·i(;s1, study" Its 

first part informed theoretically by an historical materialist 

perspective presents an interpretative probe of aspects of the 

development of the pre· .. tert·Jary schooling of Black South Africans ·in 

relat-ion to the region's pencttatfon by coloni;:i;·ism and the rise of 

industr·ial capitalism. Data for this par't Vien: drawn from pr·imary 
documentury, as we 11 as secondary, sources. 

What schooling involves in practice 

extensive with, the plans of policy-makers 
including, but not co­

is conceived as the 
outcome of interaction between involved parties within a shifting 

structural setting wh·ich conditions; 1-1hen' it does ;wt detenni:te, the 

constitution and actions of such parties as well as the processes in 
which they participate. This conception is reflected in the study 1 s 

focus on Black people's resistance to schooling in SfH"cific fonns. 

Particular attention is paid also to the educational ideology of the 

differ·ent parties concerned with schooling in relation to their 

respective social locations and concomitant material interests. Cr 

"its ovm, the first part of the thesis is pi"·ima r"i!y 0.n exer·ci S'2 in 

empirical and co~ceptual reconnaissance of under-explored terrain, 

intended to prO\i-i de i nforma tfon irnd C:tna lyt"ic experience for furtl12r 

research and theorisin3. 

The second~ and major~ part of the thesis presents a detailed 
dissection of o. nodal episode in the contempotury history of Black 
schcoling in South Africa, nam~ly the c"la~>s boycott of 1980. The 

daU1 for this part wei·e derived from in-depth interv·i l~v1s combined 

\l·lith tht~ use of primary documentary materi.:ils. 

The course taken by the bcycott beyond the boundar'ies of CapE; 

Town is not documented in any degree of detail, nor is, within those 
boundarie~, what transpired in relation to African schools. Much 

deeper is the description of what occurred during 1980 in and around 

the Coloured schools of Cape Town. lhe study penetrates far into the 
d·ivers i ty of trends, processes, episodes, i ntetpersona l encounters; 

organisations, objec t·i ves, demands and i nt(:rests which co 11 ectively 
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constituted the boycott as a complex social whole. The account 

offered, represents the pl"oduct of a, de'l i bera·i:e attempt to be as non­

i nterpretati ve as possible. As documentation 1 it constitutes an 

empir·ica1 contribution to a s·icJe of South Afr'ican educational history 
which has barely begun to be written and) indeed~ to South Afr·ican 
political history. 

Juxtaposed 9 the two parts are mutually problematising. Juxt~­

posed, they dra'"" attention to levels of social and educational prncess 
and practice which tend to be overlooked by analyses dr::vefoped ·in 
broad historical, or structural, contexts. They dra\v attc:~ntion~ 

further, to some of the factors which, while not necessarily apparent 
in events such as are detailed by the second part, are needed to 

render those evc:r,ts inten·Jgib"ie. The two parts in juxtaposHion 

demand that people's interventions in educational process from below 

be taken as seriously as are the structural and other historical con­
straints •:iithin wrrich those interventions are made. 
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T N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

The year 1976 saw Black South African students spark off a nationwide 

uprising. Conceivably, conditions at the time were such that it could 

equally well have been Black workers who took the lead in engaging the 

regime. Possibly, the initiative could have come from the ranks of those 

most oppressed and exploited amongst South Africans, the Black women. 

The historical facts remain that the uprising was led by students from 

the segregated schoo·1 s of to\'mshi p and countr,Ysi de. While the issues 

at stake were broadened, educational demands continu2d to be emphasised. 

The schools remained the organisational base even whc11 the frontline was 

on the streets. The students remained a central - albeit not the most 

powerful - force. Ne'1er before had the demand for a ui!"i tary system of 

free and cornpu.lsory schoo1·ing been so fo1~cibly put forward on so broad a 

base. Once more in ·1980, tens of thousands of Black students rose from 

their desks to demand democratic, non·-racial, free, compulsory schoo·iing 

for all the youth of a liberated, single South Africa. For months they 

boycotted their cl a.ss8s before returni n~1 \·'lith the commitment to cont"i nue 

their struggle in the classroom. Meanwhile~ employers have been bemaRning 

an i ncreas ·i ngly acute shortage of ski 11 s in tiH~ labour market. Their cry 

has been for more Black schooling and technical training. What sense is 

to be made of all this? There is such certainty about schooling's sig­

nificance. Yet, what effects do the processes which constitute it have 

on whom? i.1!10 benefits from which ones and under what conditions? What 

really needs changing? This study does not answer these questions but it 

arose with them out of the same situation. 

Sociology of education has problematized what is to be taken as 

education. What constitutes 'education• is not a matter of mere definition. 

There is nothing necessary abov.t any content \<thich the concept of educatfon 

might be g·iven. It shares a. territory with concepts such as socia.lisation, 

learning, training and schooling. The relation in which these concepts 

stand to one another may be variously theorised but the boundaries around 

\"lhatever content each is 9iven~ rrniain permec\ble. For the purposes of. this 
the'sis, educati011 will be takE'n as that part of the procl::ss \'Jhen~by people 

are fashioned for membership of a particular society v1hich involves the 
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transmission of cultural informatfon, the incu·lcation of attitudes, ·ideas 

and val.uess and training in technical and social skills. Educatio11 takes 
forms which vary through history and from one society to another. The 

predominant form taken by education in the 20th century has been tha.t of 
schooling. 

The general theoretical concerns underlying this thesis revolve 

around how to conceptualise the structures, relations and processes 

within schools and the schooling system, what their connection is to th~ 

social - including economic, political and ideological - context of which 
they are a part, and whnt determines them. The general empirical conce!~ns 

of the thesis are with the pre-tertiary schooling of Black South Afticans". 
The form taken by the thesis is that of an exploratory - and predominant1y 
errr;;iricai - study. The first part of the thesis traces the dcvc:lopment of 

·Black schooling in sweeping historical contours. The second, and major, 

part presents a. deta i1 ed dissection of a nodal ep-i sode in Hs contemporary 

history,- the 1980 boycott of classes by Cape To11m 1 s Black students. 

The view in the first part is from the vantage of an eagle which soars 
over time apprehending the movement of historical change, how features of 
the social landscape stand as big and small in relation to one another and 
where they are respectively situated, while its selective eyes pick out 

periodically a particular prey. The view in the second part is through the 
near by eyes of a fly which settles indiscriminately on all ·in its restricted 
world. va·luable as the lofty v·ision of the eagle can be, it is so only if 

it can account for life on the ground as viewed by the lowly fly. While 
strnctures and historical changes "in terra'in niay be visible to the eagle~ 

from on l1igh the world can appear deceptively still and even void of people. 
The fly is at home amidst the buzz of people in interaction and through its 
sticky foet can sense the very texture of social life. The point in presenting 
two such varying v·iews together is net sirnp.iy for their cumu·lat·ive content, 

but th ~i i'uv~~·1osad l.:.L., ..,. :\.Lv~ ......... s the proud ea.g·i e might be bniught dmvn a peg or two by 
the puny fly. 

lhe first part of the thesis is an interpretative probe of aspects of 
the development of the schooling of Black South Africans in relation to the 
process of colonial conquest and the rise of racist industrial cap"italism. 

It does not present itself as a comprehensive survey of historical changes 
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in educational practices. Particular attention is rather paid to the 

educational ideology of the different parties concerned with schooling 

in relation to their respective social locations and concomitant material 

interests. Inevitably, treatment of so expansive an historical canvas is 

extremely selective. E.P. Thompson calls a •model 1 that which determines 

what is selected and what is discarded, and warns of the ease with which 
it can be misused. 

'A model is a metaphor of historical process. It indicates not 
only the significant parts of this process but th~ way in ~d:ich 
they a.re interrelated and the way in which they change. In one 
sense, history remains irreducible; it remains all that happened. 
In another sense, history does not become history until there is 
a model: at the moment at l/Jhich the most elementary notion of 
causation, process, or cultural patterning, intrudes, then some 
model is assumed. It may well be better that this should be 
made explicit. But the moment at which a model is made explicit 
it begins to petrify into axioms. Nothing is more easy than to 
take a model to the proliferating grnwth of actw~1ity, c:ind to 
select from it only such evidence as is "in conformity with the 
principles~6f sele~tion. 1 

'A further danoer is that a model, even when flexibly employed, 
disposes one to look or1ly atcer'.tcdn phc~nomena, to examine history 
for con for:m'.t,ies v~herr:2as it may be that the d ·j sea rcf c:d evi de nee 
conceals ne\IJ s·ignificanccs.' (Thompson, 1965 349 350) 

The dual approach of the present study is an inquiring response to dangers 
such as Thompson identifies. 

The second part of the thesis recounts the course of the 1980 students' 
boycott and describes in relative detail the actions of people who were in 

one or other way ·involved v1ith the class boycott as H \11as conducted 'ins 

specifically, Cape Town's schools under the Department of Coloured Relations 
(OCR). The attempt is made to be analytic only in the sense that an ana­
tomical dissection is analytic. The latter presupposes an ability to cut 

through the layers of a body without disfiguring what still is to be studied 
and understood. It does not depend on knowledge of every part exposed in 
the process. The dissector can lay bare organs even without names for them 
and without any interpretation of how they are related to one another. 
Dissection of a social situation presupposes a sociological sensitivity to 

people~ polit·ics, social process and what there might possib.ly be to uncover. 
Hov.1ever, as with the (rnatomica·1 disseci:ion, it does not depend on either a 
preconceived, or an e:c post f'(.r.cta, ana·i_ysi~'· of what is discovered. The 



description in the second part of the thesis represents the product of 

a deliberate atterrrpt ·f;o be as non-in.terpretat-z'.ve as possibfo. As we 11 

as being offered as an empirical contributio!1 to South African educational 
history, juxtaposed with the historical interpretation in the first part, 

it draws attention to levels of actual social process which tend to b~ _ 

overlooked when developing an analysis in a broad historical, or structural, 
context. As such, it might stand as a silent challenge to analysi~,of the 
sort represented in the first part of the thesis. Furthermore, it ex­
emplifies the challenges awaiting a sociology of South African education. 

There is one aspect of the relation in which the two parts of the 

thesis stand to one another on a substantive level which calls for clarifica­
tion. Although there is nothing in this presentation of the study's con­
cepti~n which would lead to an expectation that the focus of the first part 

should be on Coloured schooling, so set has the South African mind become 
in the categories of colour, which subdivide the society's subordina.te 
population, that, together with possible preconceptions concerning a con­
ventional case study - which the second part of the thesis is not - a 
reader may have such an expectation nonetheless. The first part of the 

thesis is not ·intended as an ·introduction to the background of the 1980 

boycott in a.ny immediate sense. it does not attempt to track the specific 
antecedents of the actions of Cape Town 1 s Coloured students in that year. 
To this extent, the two parts are relatively discrete. However, relevant 
as the distinctive histories of African, Coloured and Indian schoolirig. 
may be in accounting for some of the ways in which Black schoolin~ as a 
who 1 e is differentiated, in terms of the concerns of the present study ·it 

is those aspects of African, Coloured and Indian schooling, which .they 
share and which differentiate them collectively from White education within 
the overall system cf segregated schooling, that are of most significance. 

At the same time, taking Black education thus as a whole, it has been 
dominated - if only through the sheer weight of numbers and the strategic 
political importance of all matters affecting the position of African peop1e -

by the school·ing of P,fr'icans. Furthermore, B"lack people's resistance to 

schoo1ing pen' se and to particular forms of schooling, which co;-:stHutes a 
major theme of this thesis~ has been predomir1antly manifested in African 
schools and not in Coloured or Indian schools. While centre-stage in the 
second part of the thesis is held by students cla,ss·ified Coloured, the fore­
going explains the relative emphasis on African schooling to be found in the 
ffrst part. 
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The theoretical framework, which is employed in the first part of 
the thesis, differs markedly from the perspectives which have informed 

most previous wr"itings on Black education. Up until very recent1ys the 
concern had, in any case, never been with why the schooling of Black 

South Africans had developed in the way that it had. Its development 
has been presented, for the most part, as the unproblematic outcome of 

the policies of Church and Government authorities. Such histories have 

had-no place for parties other than the policy-makers themselves or for 

factors other than the 'purely educational'. They have not situated the 

schooling system in its social surroundings. Relatively exceptional were 
those pieces which condemned Gantu Education as an anti-educational 

attack on Africans, politically inspired by Whites' racist desire for 

domination. Explanation by reference to an ideology alone, however, 
remains itself ideologic~l so long as it fails to pose, but begs none­

theless, the question of why a particular ideology held sway when it did 

and why it was translated into the policies and:practices which it was 

and not others. Over and above the inadequacies of such explanations 
which were not explanations, they portrayed Black schooling as a weapon 
which those in control of the government could wield to wreak whatever 

damage they willed on the minds and life-chances of African children. 

The analysis in the first part of this thesis is theoretically informed 
by an h·istorical materialist perspective. "fhe thes·is does not, hm11evers 
pretend; to present an analysis which is 'adequate'. It is primari"iy an 

.exercise in empirical and conceptual reconnaissance of under-explored 

terrain intended to provide information and analytic experience for further 
research. The tenor of the thesis is, therefore, tentative throughout. 
The study does not set out in a spirit of arrival. 

To avoid misplaced expectations, it is important to dissociate the 
thesis from certain aspects of what for many seems to have come to be 
connoted by the label 1 Marx·ism 1

• Thus, as a generic term~ Marxism is 
often associated with the notion that there needs to be - or that there is 
necessarily - a link between historical materialsm as a theoretical frame­
work for understanding aspects of social real-ity and particular politica·1 
practices. It tends to be associated also with bel·z'.ef in the ti•u-tJz of 
historical materialist theories. There is a chauvcnism in this more 

chan1cter-istic of religion than of science. If it ·is dialectical., it is 
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surely only in some Hegelian guise. Such reverence before ideas runs 

counter to the ever-sceptical spirit of sociology and cannot but become 

stultifying to scientific advance. Finaliy, if historical materialsm is 
understood as a metatheoretical framework in terms of which particular 

concepts and theories can be developed, particular research can be con~ 

ducted and particular analyses made, using historical materialism to 

inform investigation does not involve absolute commitment to any particular 

concepts or theories. The term Marxism, however, can often be taken to 
connote precisely such absolute commitment to the \'Jhc·l e bag of concepts 

dlassically struhg to the Marxi~t-tag. 

Hhat might be read as a lack of theoretical soph·istication in ttfo first 

part of the thesis is - hopefully - a reflection not so much of what it 

might seem to be as a refusal to apply uncritically conceptual orthodoxies 

like formulae which are assumed to make sense of the rea 1 .vwrJ d even if the 

processes involved are obscure. Most notable for its omission from this 
thesis is the concept of contradiction. Contradiction has a centr~l place 
in dialectical logic. Does the concept of contradiction have any place in 

the rea 1 world, hm<1ever? Does it have any more purcha.se there than the 

categories of formal logic? If, a.s is so often the case, 'contradiction 1 

is used to refer to a conflict or to countervailing forces, then let such 
be thus more specifically characterised. If there is a philosophical 

rationale for application of the concept of contradiction to the real 
world, what is explained by attributing the source of, for instance, 

. 'resistance', to a particular contradiction? Unless the mechanisms where­

by the contradiction results ·in resistance can be identified and, assumin9 
that even contradictions are riot invested with magica1 powers of deter­
mination~ nothing is explained. It is suspected that the contradictions 
conceptualised in certain structuralist theories are~ in fact, merely 
those theories' internal contradictions transposed onto the real world. 

Historical.materialism is a vital antidote to interpretations of 
history as the outcome of ideas <::xecuted by 'great ind·ividuals'. Its 
use has, hovJever, had serious side~-effects. One of them is that instead 
of just removing the 'great individuals' from centre stage, reducing the 
monologue of ideas~ and letting the play proceed~ the stage is cleared of 
actors altogether and swept clean of ideas and initiatives. The play is 
reduced to the props. Society i::; reduced to a set of structur~s. 
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Creativity is excised from the plot. The 'great individuals' are found 

to have had understudies in the form of the 'great structures' vih·i ch now 
step into an equivalent historical role. It seems to me that such a 

scenario cannot but mystify society. The fact ·j s that soci i::ty is con­

stituted by people. People are not puppets who can only react. Human 

history ·is testimony to a species' enduring capacity to challenge the 

constraints on it. People's actions can have efficacy. Furthermore, 
-

even ideas are more literally than figuratively immaterial. Such a 
position need be neither idealist nor voluntarist. But closure is 

foreign to a scientific approach - there must be openness at least to 

the possibility of people's actions and ideas being efficacious, along 

with a preparedness to perceive th~m as such if they are. 

What schooling is about in practice - including, but not co-extensive 

with, the plans of policy-makers - is conceived in the first part of the 

thesis as the outcome of interacticn between involved parties within a 

shifting structural setting which conditionss where it does not directly 

determine, the const"itution and actions of such parties as weli as the 

processes in which they participate. An important manifestation of this 

approach is the attention devoted to Black people's resistance to schooling 
per se and to particular forms of schooling. However, such recognition as 

is given in this thesis to the role of resistance must be distinguished 

from the propagandists• romanticised representations of resistance, along 

~.,ith anything allegedly authored by 1 the people 1
, as 1 progrc~ssive 1 • 

The second part of the thesis is informed, not by the theoretical 
framework employed in the first part, but by what was characterised above 
as a sociological sensitiv"ity. The latter is inspired by sociolo~w's 
fundamental interest which is to understand why people, their attitudes 

and actions are as they are, how the.v are differentiated, and why they 

are differentiated not only at the level of individuals but also in social 
categories and classes and according to often pervasive social patterns. 

The concern is to understand the social structures and constructions which 
condition a11 social processes. Sociological sensit.iv·ity starts frnm 
systematic scepticism of all that seems on the surface, or is said~ to be 
the case. Related to the latter is a rigorous irreverence towards anything 
anybody assumes, i'ihether it be on authority or as orthoclox.v. Socio 1 ogi cal 
sensitivHy leads the researcher to look at much that most see past as well 
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a.s to see through vJhat most do not look beyond. Furthermore, sociological 

sensitivity makes possible a level of objectivity which would be other­

wise unattainable in a study such as this. Objectiv'ity is not achi~ved 

in any way equivalent to that in which sterility in an operating theatre 
is achieved. To assume that social researchers can 'wash up' as. surgeons 
do before an operation is to assume that political positions, ideology, 
values. and subjectivity are like germs and ba.cterial ~\lhereas, if they 

are analogous to anything in the operating theatre, it is the blood of 

the patient. It would be presumably a less messy and perhaps more 
precise procedure if patients were drained of all their blood for the 

duration of operations. However, surgeons' concern is with patients and 
not corpses. They, therefore, have no option but to get their hands 

into the pulsating bloody mess that is a living body. Similarly, 
social researchers have no choice but to get their hands into the 

mess of political positions, ideology, values and subjectivity which 
course thrcugh every ieve1 of social reality. There is no ne2.t, 

automated system for controlling and containing them all - the social 
~esearcher has to cope with them in ways no textbook can teach. 
Objeciive representation of social process has to be pieced pains­
takingly together via procedures which draw together the researcher's 
general acumen, knowledge of relevant background informations c0.pacity 

to identify appropriate sources and 1 feel 1 for what information to elicit 
from whom, ability to appreciate another person's position and perspective~ 

the perceptivity to penetrate prejudice and propaganda~ openness to the 
possibility of levels of meaning other than the obvious, fascination as 

much with the mundane as with the spectacularly significant~ and, most 
importantly, honest dedication to revealing and understandi~g things 
social as they are - all this and more constitute what is conceptualised 
above as sociological sensitivity. 

Concerning the scope of the thesis~ it was considerations of length_ 
which led to it be·ing restricted to the pre-tertiary levels of formal 
education. Another restriction on its scope, to which attention needs to 
be drawn, is that, although sexism is seen to be a significant com­
ponent of the schooling system in South Africa, it is not developed as.a 
substantial sub-theme. In the first part of the thesis, this was be~ause 

the lirnited nurnber of relevant pri1r1ar .. Y docufnentar .. Y sources, \\lhich I had 
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f . . h d -, t ~, b •t ' . . 1 d otma, a a mos· a11 een Ci .co 111 a srng1e, a.n one of the only, 

secondary sources to take up Uris quest'ion in the South Afriurn ccntext) 

namely Cock. (1980: 265 ·· 306). Jl.nd, in the second part of the thesis, 
aithough the interviews covered it, sex·ism seemed to have been substan­

tively of only slight significance 1n the boycott itself. The latter is 
not to suggest that sexism was found to be of only slight significance 
in the content of the cl asses boycotted) b.ut it did not arise as an 
explicit issue. 

The scope of the study on the 1980 students' boycott needs to be 
delimited along two dimensions: depth and extent. The course taken by 

the boycott beyond the boundaries of Cape Town is documented at a rel­
atively superficial level, as is, within those boundaries, what trans­

pired during the boycott in the schools falling under the Department of 
Education and Training (DET). Much more important is the ·in-depth 

description of what occurred during 1980 in and around the schools of 
Cape Town which fell under the Department of Coloured Relations (OCR). 
Even within the latter domain, the degree of detail varies as the account 
moves, for instance, from discussing generally wh~t students were doing 
during a particular phase of the boycott to the documentation of a· 

specific demonstration or to close consideration of the content of 
student conscioL1sness~ or~ again, from overviewing the proceedings at 
numerous community meetings to putting down the plot of a play staged 
by a school pr'incipal at one particular such meeting to he.Ip the parents 

of his students understand the point their children were trying to make. 
While broad trends are traced on the one hand, the minutiae of specific 

episodes are mustered on the other. The study penetrates deep into a 

selection from the diversity of episodes and processes, interpersonal 
encounters and interests~ which together compounded the boycott as a 
complex social whole. Never can all that occurs be recounted but it 
helps to be reminded that beyond what 'v'Je bother to record is much that 

might be quite as 1 significant' and certainly is as real. Thus, for 
instance. the account moves in behind the granite facade of Government 
buildings tb find out how the Prime Minister interacted with the leader 
of a delegatio~ of Black teachers and witnesses the lengths to w!1ich a 

cabinet minister and senior state officials went to pressurise a school 
principal to v.rithdr?M as fdllctcious her public assertion of a documented 
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fact that Coloured schools were charged more than White schools for the 

same supplies from the same stores. The story of the strife betv1een a 

principal and his circuit inspector is related. A record is ir1cluded 
of the-battle of a few Black booksellers for recognition of their 
'right' to share in the profits produced by the school textbook 

'bonanza'. It is through this kaleidoscopic series of sketches that 
the study builds up its multi-facetted portrait of the Cape Town 
students' class boycott. 

We turn now to a consideration of the practical methods used in 
conducting the research on which this study is based. The data was 

co 11 ected by use of secondary sources of primary documentary sources s 

and interviews. 

The data, which are interpreted in the first part of the thesis, 
were drawn from primary documentary, as well as secondary, sources. It 

was the secondary sources \vhich made the study's historically expansiv1~ 
scope, spanning as it does nearly three-and-a-quarter centuries, possible. 
At the same time, where this study depended on such sources, its empirical 
base could be only as wide as that of the sources used was narrow. 
Particularly serious was the widespread omission from the latter sources 
of information relevant to the role played by Black people themselves 
in determining what their schooling has been about in practice. The 

latter has by no means consistently corresponded with the intent"ions of 
those who have had the resources and/or political power to fix the formal 
structures of the schooling system. The primary documentary sources used~ 
included the periodicals and ad hoc publications of organisations, news­
papers9 the reports of Government appointed commissions, and Hansard 
records of Debates "in the South African Parliament 1 s 1-:ouse of Assembly. 
These sources were consulted "in the South /\fr·ican Library in Cape Town and 

in the library of the South Afr-ican Institute of Race Relations (S/URR) 

in Johannesburg. 

The study on the 1980 students' boycott in the second part of the 
thesis drew minimally on sources which might be classified a.s secondary. 
The primary documentary sources usc:ds may be c1assif"ied accord"ing to five 
categories: (a) newspapel"s, both commercial and communi_ty; {b) pamphlets; 
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(c) cyclostyled student magazines, song sheets and other materials used 

in the 
1

awareness programmes'; (d) the periodfrals and ad hoc publ~cations 
of organisations; and (e) Hansard records of Debates in the South African 
Parliament 1 s House of Assembly. 

Two Cape Town newspapers - The Argus, an evening daily, and The Cape 
Herald, a weekly - 1·1ere f"ine-combed for the period 1 January 1980 to 

30 June 1981. In addition, the other two local dail ·ies ·- The Cape Timt:~s 
and Die Burger, both morning papers - along with the Johannesburg-based 

national Sunday newspapers, Rapport and The Sunday Times, and the Durban­
based, Sunday Tribune, were consulted for such feature articles and 

editorials as were relevant as well as, in the case of The Cap2 Times 

specifically~ for the purposes of cross-checking information obtained 

from The Argus and The Cape Herald. In the absence of any social scientific 
research conducted contemporaneously with the development of the boycott, 

the commercial press represented the so"le source of certain cat·2gories of 

data which it would have been i1npossible to gather even if it had been 
practically and politically possible to include employment of a survey as 
part of this research. Journalists were alone in attempting at the time 
to document on a daily basis the development of events and trends. 
Reliance on the newspapers was particularly heavy in reconstructing 
accurately the chronological sequence of events in~ and related to, the 

boycott. The interviews proved 1 es;S than adequa.te for the latter puq:iose. 
It emerged from the interviews, which were conducted in the first half of 

1982~ that, while the passage of time might temper with any or all dimen­
sions of what people remembered, it tended to .be the temporal itself v;hich 

elapsed time distorted most. Thus, for example, interviewees would either 
telescope time or ~longate particular periods or even do both at different 
points. There were m3.ny instances of interv'iev1ees being nristaken in their 
dating of particular developments in the boycott and being confused as to 
where different occurrences were temporally located in relation to one 
another. Another respect in which reliance on the newspapers was heavy1 
was for data on the boycott beyond the Cape Peninsula. The Cape Peninsula 
constituted the central focus of the research as delimited geagraphicnlly, 
and, for the very different level of detail wrdch \'l'as sought on the 
boycott in its natfon'll entirity, the r.2i.v~ipapers co;.i.ld serve a.s a source 
of sufficient data. For the in-depth study of the boycott in Cape Town, the 

monthly 'community· newspaper',. Gra.ssroots, was a source wh'ich complemented 
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the commercial press insofar as it had covered certain limited aspects 

of the boycott - such as the cont~:nt of related community meetings - in 
greater detail than had the latter. 

The second category of primary documentary sources used, consisted 

of a substantial number of pamphlets which are listed amongst the documents 
in l\ppendix II. 

Some of the pamphlets were collected during the boycott and before 
this research was undertaken. The rest were collected during the latter 

part of 1981 and the first half of 1982. How they were collected, was 

through a network of contacts. This was a netv10rk which I a·1 rea.dy had at 

the time the research was undertaken but which was extended for the purposes 

of conducting the research. Without this network it would probably have 
been impossible to acquire as substantial a set of the pamphlets which 

were in circulation during the boycott· as I did. The political context~ 

in which the research was conducted, constituted a serious constraint on 

what a researcher - and particularly a White one - would have been in a 

position to solicit from anybody to whom s/he was not known and by whom 

s/he was not in some measure accepted as trustworthy. Some of the pamphlets 
had been banned. Possess-ion of pamphlets~ even if it had not been de(;·!ar.:;d 
an offence to possess them, vwuld have been felt by ma.ny to be poss·ibly or 
potentially incriminating~ in spite of their havi~g had nothin9 to do with 
pamphlets' producti~n or distribution. Copie~ of the pamphlets tended to 

be in the hands of people who had been activf-~ ~nvolved in, and supportive 
of, the boycott. A stranger, who asked such ? µerson whether they had 
pamphlets in their possession and expressed the desire to borrow them, would 
have been regarded as behaving in a politically irresponsible - and, indeed9 
suspect - manner. It is improbable that any pamphlets would have been 
forthcoming in response to an approach of the latter sort. As it is~ there 
is reason to believe that the pamphlets which I did collect, constitute at 
1 east a. very lo.rge proportion of a 11 those which were distributed in 
connection with the boycott. One of those interviewed for this research 
was a student who had been close to the centre of the main circle of student 
leaders during 1980 and who had taken upon himself the role of 'archivist'. 
He was under the impression that he had a full set of the rc.leVi.rnt pc.m·· 

phlets and he would have had reasonable grounds for thinking that he could 
be fairly sure of th·is. Hml/ever, while there were a fe~.' v1hich he had and 
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which I hDd not yet found, there wer~ others which I had· and wl1ich he did 
not. Furthf.;rmore, if there hud bl;en pamphlets which I d·id not haves then, 

at any rate if they had been at all widely distributed, I would have been 

1-ikely to come across reference to them in the course of my research, 

The third category of primary documentary mater·ia-ls used - cyclostyled 

student magazines, song sheets and other materials used in the 'awareness 

programmes' - were gathered in the same way as the pamphlets were. I\ 

selection thereof are listed amongst the documents in Appendix II, 

The fourth category of primary documentary materia.ls used~ cons·lsted 

of the journals and c.i,d hoc publications of various organ·isations. Some of 

these were found in the same way again as were the materials in the latter 

two categories. Some \•1ere sent to me through the post anonymously. Some 
were avanable in the South African Library. Finally, there \..;ere those 

obtained by approaching the organisations which had published them. Where 

appropriate, as, for example, in the case of a regular journal, these sources 
I 

a.re. included in the general list of references. The rest are l·istcd as 
documents in Appendix II. 

The final category of primary documentary sources consuHed) consisted 
of the Hansard records of the Debates in the South African Parlia1nent 1 s 
House of Assembly during 1980 and 1981. 

The single most important method of data collection employed in 
researching the 1980 Cape Town students' boycott was interviewing. 
Selection of interviewees was made according to two sets of criteria. 
Some were selected principally on the basis of having played a particular 
part in relation to the boycott as an individual and/or as the encumbant 
of a position in a specific organisation, body or institutional structure. 
The others were selected in such a way as to maximise - within constraints 
impQsed by purely practical consideratfons of the extent of research 
possible - coverage of a complex ~ituation involving students and their 
parents, teachers and principals in schools different·iated vertically by 
lower prfoiary ~ higher primary, junfor secondary and senior secondary 
classifications and laterally by the three Government departments under 
which they fell, by the socio--economic leve·is of the communities from 
which they predominantly drew their students, an<l by particulnr traditions. 
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Application of the l~tter set of criteria could not alone have 
lead to a set of particular individuals to be interviewed~ only to 

abstract categories of differentially characterised potential inter­

viewees. All things having been equal, the best procedure to have 
a.dopted, would have been selc:ction of a random sample within ea.ch 

of the latter categories. However, the sort of political constraints 
imposed by the political context, in.which this research was conducted, 
are precisely about things not being at all equal. It is contended 

that this study would have been impossible hc.d the i ntervie\·Jees been 

selected on a formany random basis. The latter alone would have been 
no basis for many people havin9 been prepared to be interviewed. The 
shadow of the security police is long and it darkens the doors of many 

more than just those whose attn·.udes and actions m·ight conceivably 
be construed by state authorities·as undesirable. A Black person, who 

is approached out of the blue (an all to p8ignant pun) by an unknown 

person probing for politically sensitive inforniatfon~ i·wuld probably -

particularly if the latter was White - sense reason for responding with 

reserve and refusal to be interviewed. Furthermore, judging from the· 

interviews, which were conducted as part of this research, people want 
more than assurance that they have no reason not to be interviewed -

they want reason positively why they should be prE:pared to be interviewed. 
What made many of the ·interviews for this st~1dy possible v1a.s aga·Jn 

the network of contacts which I brought with me into the researc!1 and 

extended for the purposes of the research. It was through this network 
that the interviewees) who were selected in terms of the second set of 
criteria, were individually identified. The disadvantage of this pro­
cedure was that, although my airn was to acrrieve whatever degree of rep­
resentivity was possible under the circumstances and although I have 
no reason to believe that I was particularly unsuccessful in this 
attempt, I cannot formally claim representivity as 1 would have been 
able to dos had I employed a conventional sampling procedure. The 
advantages of the procedure adopted necessarily outw~ighed any dis­
advantages, however, because on it dep~nded the ve1y possibility of 
acquiring the quality of data which is presented in the second part 
of the thesis. Many of the interviews were contingent upon a high 

level of trust and rapport such as could not hciVt: been established on 
the basis of anything I might have said alone but only on the broader 
basis of direct experience of me as a person or at least knowledge of 
me through trusted others. None of this would have been possible as 
a 'random researcher. ' 
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Nearly 80% of the interviewees agreed to be interviewed only on 

condition that their identities not b~ revealed. While it is not 

ideal to accept such a condition insofar a~ it reduces the possibilities 
of precise replication, had I not been prepared to guarantee anonymity 
there would have been no study to replicate, precisely or otherv.Jisr~. 

The interviews were conducted b2tv1een f ebrua ry and May l 9f'.2. 

Sixi:y-four persons were interviewed in an. The interviewees are 

1 i sted in Appendix L. Forma 1 intetv·i ewi ng time to ta 11 ed opproximately 

180 hours. Only two interviews lasted less than an hour and a further 
six less than two hours. Two hours was found to be the effective 

maximum uninterrupted interviewing time possible in terms of the limits 
to people's powers of concentratio11. Most interviews cf longer than 

two hours were therefore broken by an interval in which there would 
usually be informal general discussion over tea or coffee. Seven of 

the interviev1s were conducted over more than enc: session: four in two, 
and three in three, separate sessions. 

Selection of venues for the interviews was treated as a significant 
but simple matter. It is significant insofat as the conditions, under 
which a.n intei'View is conducted, can crucially affect the interv·lewcc's 
confidence and thereby how fully, freely and frankly s/he feels in a 

position to speak. The matter is a si1nple one in the sense that the 
only general crHerion of a satisfactory interviev1 situation is that 
there be control exercised either by the interviewer or~ preferably -
as the more power the interviewee has opposite the interviewer, the 
greater his/her confidence is likely to be - by the interviewee, such that 
all, or at least positively unwanted, interruptions can be excluded. 
For the rest, choice of venue should be left to the interviewee to make 
in terms of the often complicated set of relevant subject"ive and object·ivc~ 

factors of which s/he alone can be aware. Fifty-six per cent of those in­
terviewed for this study chose their ovm homes. Twenty-seven per cent: of 
the interviews were held in offices either of the interviewee or of an 
organisation to which the interviewee belonged, including an office in 
the Houses of Parliament, an office in ·the President's Council, and the 
office of a university rector. Ten per cent of the interviewees elected 
to be interviev1ed in my ho111e 0nd a further four per cent in rn.v office at 
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the UniversHy of Cape Town. Only three pm~ eent of the interviev1s were 
held on the premises of a school. 

The content of the interviews was recorded in one of two ways, 
using either a tape recorder or longhand notes. The former was the 

preferred means because not only does a tape recorder assure one of a 

comp 1 ete and accurate record but, by freeing the intervi ev.ier from the 
concerns otherwise connected to recording an interview, the tape 

recorder allows her/him to concentrate on the content and conduct of 

the interview itself. Use of a tape recordE~ also has its disadvantages, 
however. Ffrstly, it can, for instance, affect the balance of inter­
personal power between interviewer and interviewee in favour of the 

former. Why such a tendency would be undesirable has been indicated 
above. Secondly, some people are inhfbited by the notion of being 

taped. Thirdly, the political context can be such as to render people 
justifiably wary of befog irrevocably committed to what they may sa.y. 

Fourthly~ a tape recorder may malfunction without the intervi2wer 
noticing that the interview is not being recorder as, for instance, 

when the batteries are too low to record but sufficiently strong to 
keep the tape turning, albeit at reduced speed. Apart from the latter 
technical consideration, the other 'disadvantages• of a tape recorder 
are not intrinsic but defined as such in relation to particular in­

terviewees and conditions. Thus$ where an interviewee does not feel 
disadvantaged opposite the interviewer by the presence of such a 

machine~ where s/he is not inhibited by it, and \vhere the political 
context gives no grounds for an interviewee f~aring that there might 
be repercussions of being committed on tape~ then the advantages of a 
tape recorder should be enjoyed. Even where there are possible grounds 
for fearing repercussions, such fear can be overcome if there is implicit 
trust in the researcher to deal responsibly with the tapes. In app­
roaching the interviewees for this study, there were those for whom it 
would have constituted a damu.gfog faux paa even to raise the possibility 
of recording them on tape. A range of particular - including subjective -
consideratiohs went into deciding when it was appropriate to ask an 
interviewee whether s/he had any objections to, or negative feelings of 
any kind about, use of a tape recorder. As H turned out, one more than 
ha 1 f of the interviews v1ere recorded on tape. Subse·~uently, I transcrfoed 
the recorded ·interviews, parts of them l)er•batz'.ni and parts of them 
pilraphrased, 
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The ·interviews, which cou1d not be taped, v1ere recorded first in 

longhand notes taken durfog the interview. Selected· .:verbatim 

quotations could usually be recorded without interrupting the interview 
by taking advantage of intervieviee's lack of fluency. Care had to be 

exercised not to let the note-taking intrude to the point of distracting 
the interviewee. For instance, rather than stop the interview in order 

to .'catch up', I would prompt unnecessary elaboration on a point and 
thereby create the opportunity to finish recording something necessary. 

Nonetheless, I was rarely satisfied that the record made during the 
interview was sufficiently full. I, therefore, always had the tape 

recorder in my car so that, even while driving away from the interview 
\'ihen my memory of it was still ent'irely fresh, I could supplement on 
tape anything \'Jhich my notes had recorded too cryptically. On occasion, 
i \'Jou1d park the car and, using my notes as C1 basis but elaboratfog on 
them, I would tape a fuller record of the interview which I had just 
conducted. At a later stage, I would then transcribe such tapes. Where 
the 1u.tter procedure was not necessary to adopt, I v10uld write a neater 
and less cryptic record of interviews, which had not been taped, as soon 
after them as possible and never later than the following morning. 

ln these ways did I attempt to make up for the limitations of taking 
longhand notes as a method of recording interviews. 

It remains to recount how the substance of the interviews was 

structured. The instrument ernpfoyed, was a set of questions and 
question-pointers which was constructed in its original form before 
the first formal interview was conducted. The basis on whcih this 
instrument was constructed, was the data which I had already gathered 
from primary documentary sources together with what I had learned 
through my ovm experience of, and - albeit limited - ·involvement in, 
the happenings of 1980 as well as what I had learned from the numerous 
persons with whom I had discussed the boycott and my research before 
embarking on the interviews. The phase of informal discussion with 
persons some of whom I was to interview at a later stage and others of 
whom were not prepared to be formally i nterv·i ev1ed s served effectively 
the functions of a pilot study. It certainly tontributed cruciaJly to .the 
construction of the set of questions used to structure the intervie~ing. 
This set of questions was not~ however~ a static one. As additional 
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data was gathered, certain adaitional questions were genc0ated. Further­

more, the full set was used in no single interview. Each i~terview 

was individually cirganised around a selected sub-set of.·the questions in 

terms of what category an ·interviewee fell into and/or what his/her 

particular role in, or relation to, the boycott happened to have been. 

As a practical means of facilitating this procedures each question was 
wri_tten on a separate card. The intervie\.'/S i·1ere in-depth and open-
ended. No interview remained restricted to the specific questions 
around which it had been planned. Nor were questions necessarily put 

in. the words of the formulation I had on the cards. In many cases the 

latter would serve only to identify the substance of an intended 

question which I would them formulate in terms appropriate to the 

individual interviewee. Some of the cards specified areas for questioning 

but not in question-form. Some of th~ more abstract questions, which 

the study was attempting to address but which it would have made no 
sense to put as such to interviewees, were also included for the con­

tribution that they might be able to make in giving direction to such 
supplementary questions as needed generat-ing dur"ir1g intervie1·1s. 

Although care was taken to avoid leading questions in general, certain 

questions did incorporate interpretations which I hoped interviewees 
might be able to help me validate or confound but which had to be put 
to them as such if there was to be that possibility. In contrast to 

the sorts of questions which have been discussed so far, the majority of 

quest ions \t.Jere very concrete and specific. 

The secondary data used in the first part of the thesis is as 
reliable as its collective sources are reliable and possibly more 
reliable than any one of them above insofar as the information drawn 
from them was cross-checked between those of the sources which contained 
comparable data. Where there v-1ere discrepancies~ v:hich could not be 
resolved by reference to the available primary data, the information, 
which I accepted as most likely to be reliable, was that on which the 

most sources agreed. 

The reliability of such pr·imary d<ita as was drawn form sources which 
themselves constituted the data - such as, for example, the viewpoint of 
an organisation as given expression tt1rough its cfficial organ - need 
not be at issue, only my capaci.ty to copy accurately. 



19 

Primary documentary sources, such as Hansard records of Debates 

in the South African Parliament's House of Assembly~ which are widely 
respected for their re~ 1 i ability~ need not be doubted. 

The primary data based on reports ·in newspapers and periodicals 

are as reliable as they can be, given the available sources. Wherever 
possible, more than one source was used for any particular piece of 
information. For the rest~ so long as there was nothing to render 

information improbable, it was accepted, albeit with reservations, for 
want of any alternative. 

The data used in the second part of the thesis is almost exclusively 
primary. As deta i1 ed above, they are based on primary documentary 

sources and interviews. It has already been noted that the reliability 

of a source such as Hansard need not be doubted. Many of the primary 
documentary sources used for the second part of the thesis, themselves 

constituted the data and could not~ as used in this thesis 1 be regarded 
as unreliable unless misrepresented. Such sources were the pamphlets, 
the student magazines, song sheets and other materials ~sed in the 
1 awareness progr·ammes 1 

, and the period i ca 1 s and ad hoc pub l i cat i ans of 
organisations. 

Concerning the reliability of the data based on newspaper reports and 
' 

interviews, wherever possible, I compared and cross-checked the data which 
I had derived from (a) multiple reports of the same happenings in a single 
newspaper,. (b) multiple reports of the same happenings in different 
newspapers, (c) newspapers and interviews, and (d) different interviews. 
This process involved both·what are sometimes termed data triangulation 
and method triangulation. 

Overall, the study's multiple methods and multiple sources give me 
reasonable confidence in the reliability of the data produced. 

The terms Black, White~ African, Coloured and Indian are used in 
this thesis to refer to people who in South Africa are com~only 

characterised as such. It is not assumed that the social categories 
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respectively ~o labelled constitute 'races' but they are recognised as 

historical realities which there is no denying. The labels themselves 

are, of course, ideologically conceived but what they labe1!, suffer at 

least some measure of material existence. 

The significance of tf1e distinctions and divisions between the social 
categories "in question is predominantly political. flistorica11y, the 

major division within South African society has been between Whites, 

who used their economic and military power to entrench themselves in 

a superordinate position, and the rest relegated to subordinancy. l"he 
latter are, therefore, in this thesis designated collective·iy Black and 
the terms African, Coloured and Indian are reserved for where these 
sub-classifications are specifically relevant. Black is nowhere in the 

thesis synonymous with African. The use 9f Black as a latter-day 

synonym for African is rejected for the following reasons. The designation 

Black has been adopted by broad la~ers of those classified African~ 
Coloured and Indian to symbolise their unity in opposing the Whites' 

system which oppresses them all, albeit differentially. The same s~ntiment 
had inspired the earlier notion of 'Non-White' but 'Black' was felt to be 

preferable in that it positively identified them independently of Whites 
wh8re 'Non-White' or 'Non-European' had d2fined their ideniity negatively 
in terms of a residual-sounding category contingent upon those to whom 
they have been subordinated. It vas not long after the uprising of 19?6 
had demonstrated the currency \"Jhich the contemporary concept of Black had 
nationwide, that the Government - in a move which ironically was in­
terpreted as vaguely conc-i l ·i atory - appropriated the term Bl v.ck to replace 
the much-hated official designation of Bantu for Africans. To the extent 
that many, who had previously rejected Bantu and had adopted Black as 
referring to Africans1 Coloureds and Indians, have come to accept Black 
in the Government's sense of referring to Africans alone, the ideo-
logical thrust of the bigger concept of Black has been parried. In the 
context of terminological options which are all ideological, the above 
makes expl'icit the po1Hica1 grounds on vvhich I opted for the terminoloyy 
employed in this thesis. 

l .. Cl.stly with rega,rd to the terms White, African and Indian, it needs 
noting that there have been historically, and still are to some extent, 
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other terms which have beens or are, us~d interchangeably with these 

three respectively. Such is the case l'fith the term European to refer 

to Whites. Indians are also called Asians. Africans have been the 

object of a number of names which at different times have been regarded 

as more or less derogatory, notably Kaffirs, Natives and Bantu. These 

other terms do appear in the thesis but only as part of quotations. 

A final terminological point arises from the fact that anything 

written about people ·inevitably comes up aga-inst the' English language's 

sexist conventions governing usage of persona 1 pronouns. It is my 

contention that the conventional use of the masculine form in the 

generic sense not only reflects masculine biases but may reinforce 

them. In this thesis, therefore, vvherever I cannot evade gender by use 

of the plural, I employ paired pronouns - for example, s/he and Iris/her. 

The latter I alternate with her/his~ 
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. P A R T 

THE HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE -·-----·-----
SCHOOLING OF BLACK SOUTH AFRICANS ---------

Formal schools made their appearance in Southern Africa as 

part of the new social relations introduced with colonialism. The 
first school was opened on 17 April 1658, at the Cape. This was 

less than a month after the arrival of the original shipment of 170 
slaves. Th~ school was set up specifically for the Dutch East India 

Company's slaves and,. as far as is known~ it took them in irrespective 
of their ages. Van Riebeeck was allegedly motivated by a concern to 

have something done for the slaves• intellectual and moral welfare. 
(Du Plessis, ·19n : 29 - 30) From the earliest da_ys of schooling, 
the distinction has to be made between the aims of schooling that 

are dP.clared and what is ·intended by those formiJlating educational 

policy. Furthermore, the intentions of poli~y-makers are not 

necessarily matched by the objective consequences of what is im­
plemented in practice. It is safe to assume that the colonists• 
rea·1 concern was that the slaves serve the pui~pose for which they 

had been bought namely to labour for their masters. They woi.dd 

have bf?en able to do so more eff"iciently if they understood a 
language in which the masters could communicate th::ir ord2rs. The 
relationship between slave and master having been a most unequal one, 
it was not the master who learned the slaves• language, but the slaves 
who had to learn Dutch .. Furthers the more total the slaves 1 sub­
jugation \•:as, the less they would have resisted the system of forced 
labour in ~'fhich they were trapped. Having been ripped from their 
homes in West and East Africa and the East Indies, they had already 

been removed by thous~nds of miles from their physical base, but~ so 
lbng as they still had each other and their beliefs, their indepen­
dence would not have been fully undermined. Yet, even that minimal 
ideologica1 base of indr.pende11ce would have been remcved if the slaves 
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were indoctrinated with th2ir masters' religion. The slaves were 

driven physically and psychologically into their masters' world. 

It is in the context just described that it may be possible to 

understand an important part of why the early schooling, which was 

inst"ituted by the colonists~ was intended for the instruction of 

_the younger slaves in the rudiments of the Dutch language and the 

_Christian religion. In a regimented environment wh<::re elementary 

academic matter had to be imbibed by rote and where 'respect' for 

new 'superiors' and a new authority was beaten in, the slaves were 

supposed to learn obedience and discipline. The colonists pre­

sumably hoped that the young slaves, thus schooled, could the more 

easily be pressed into positions of servility and would become the 

more efficient and pliant laboureri. 

Over and above what it would be reasonable to assume, there is 
evidence th~t slaves did not accept their subordinate positions. 

The resistance to being students displayed by sl.aves might have 

reflected, inter alia, resistance to being prepared for such sub­

ordinate positions. The student-slaves 1 most effective mode of 

resistance was flight. It happened once that the whole school 
stayed out for five days and went into hiding ·in a cnve near Hout 
Say. The teacher \·Jas instructed to try and buy the·ir attention 

by rewarding what interest and diligence they might show with a 
tot of rum and two inches of tobacco each. But the slaves' resis­

tance was not so cheaply bought off and they continued to run away 
until the school finally had to be closed. Thus, from formal 
schoolfog's earliest days 'in the sub-continents the authoritfos• 
capacity to implement policy has been constrained where those to be 
sch~olcd have rejected the nature of the schooling provided and 
have been to some degree successful in register"ing their rejection. 

II 

A second school was established in 1663 to provide primarily 
, for children of the co10:1ists. It opened with b1e1ve of their 
children, four young slav~s and one Khoikhoi child. The first 
suggestion of segregation in schooling came from within the Church 
in 1676. The recommendation v..ras not expressed in terns of separ1t·ing 
drildren of different colours but r·ather in "terms of the d~sfrabi1ity 
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. 
of having a separate school for slaves. In such a way could the 
class division between slaves and colonists be kept adequately 

deep. In 1685, a school was established e~clusively for slave 

children under the age of 12 years and thenceforth the school, 

which had been open to all since its founding in 1663, was reserved 

for colonist, and other non-slave, children. Children were further 
separated into girls and boys for thefr lessons. In addition to. 
what they learnt at school, the y"oung female s·!aves were ·instructed 
in 1 domestic duties' by 1 women of standing in the Slave Lodge 1

• 

(Behr and Macmilla~, 1966: 311) Furthermore, a few young male 
slaves were selected to be taught trades. 

The life-task for which the settler young were trained, was in 
a sense the converse of that for which the colonists would have 
Hished the chi'ldren of those they sought to subordinate, to be 
moulded. Malherbe writes, 

'While on the one hand, it is due to the strong church 
(Calvinistic) influence that education often deteriorated 
into mere formalism, it gave the people, on the other 
hands a type of education which was perhaps as well 
suited to their needs at that time as any we could 
devise today. It did not cultivate erudition, yet it 
produced pioneers - men 1vho had to break-in the country. 
From thei~ earliest youth boys were practiced in the 
use of firearms till they became probably the best 
marksmen in the world. This type of education helped 
to preserve them against spirHual as 1,:e1l as physical 
dangers. ' (Mal herbe, 1925: 47) 

It can be seen how early the character of sch6oling for supr~macy was 
set. Much later, the rationale for its character was made explicit 
by the Cape Superintendent-General of Education when rn "1889 he de­
scribed how the Government assumed its first duty to be 

'to recognise the position of the European colonists 
as holding the paramount influence, socia1 and political; 
and to see that the sons and daughters of the colonists 
.•. should have at least such an education as their 
peers in Europe enjoy, with such }ocal modifications 
as will fit them to maintain their unquestioned 
superiority and supremacy in this land.' (quoted in 
Wi 1 son and Thompson, ·i 975: 222) 
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One of the D.E.I.C. 1 s concerns was to see to it that its men, 

removed from the bonds of the home institutions, remained united 
in a common ideology. Religious instruction at school contributed 

by helping to perpetuate the set of dogmas to which all adhered. 

This gave rise to excessive formalism, and the teaching of the 

three R1 s tended to be almost incidental to religious instruction. 
_Malherbe quotes M.E. Martinius as writing that 'Under such circum­

stances a man was not likely to make an inspired teacher and the 
work would be apt to degenerate into ~i mechani ca 1 grind. Th·i s the 
Company overlooked in its desire to spread the doctrines uncorrupted.' 
(q!.rnted in t1ialherbe, 1925: 29) Arising from the fear which con­

stantly haunted the colonists that 1 false 1 doctrines might be 
disseminated~ steps were taken at an early date to establish 
central control over \'Jho shou1 d be permitted to teach and what 
should be taught. (Malherbe, 1925: 34 - 35) 

It was clearly, from the ~utset,in the interests of the colonists 
that a certain minimum of schooling was received by both their own 

children and the children of those being subordinated to their order. 
HovJever, in the context of the near bankruptcy and po"IH·ical dis­
integration of the D.E.I.C., a corrupt and weak Cape administration, 
political complications in Europe, an economic depression, and 
epidemics of smallpox, it is not surprising that formal education 
was never a policy pr"iority for the Company, the operations of v,.1hich 
certainly did not depend on it. The cofonial authorities d·id decree 
in 1632 that all slave children under twelve had to attend school and 
that older ones had to go for instruction twice a week. but this in­
junction vw.s for the most part ignored, especially in respect of 
slave girls, and no attempt was made to enforce it. This was in 
part because the slave-owners were not prepared to forego the slave 
children 1 s labour. More importantly, it reflected their fear that 
any for~ of education might stimulate slaves to make demands above 
their station. According to, for example, Lauw, 'the European 
settler ... was disturbed at mounting signs of Native restlessn~ss 
and thoughts of manumission. Ascribing these latter to Western 
influence~ "the civilizing efforts of the Company soon dwindled 
(and) the conscious effort to Christianize ... died away". 1 

(Louw 1 1958: 22) 
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Schooling made thus extremely slow headway in the 17th and 
18th centuries. Apart from those for s 1 aves b2 longing to the 
D.E.I.Cq a fe~·.1 elementary schools were established in Cape Town 
and surrounding villages to provide for colonists' children and to 
a lesser extent their household slaves, as well as ex-slaves who 
had managed to buy their freedom. The 18th century al so sa¥1 the 
beginnings of missionary education directed at the alre0.dy conquered 
Khoikhoi people. Thus, for example, in the ~loravian Missionary 
Society's school at Baviaanskloof (later to become Genadendal), 
'The Hottentots were persuaded to forego their nomadic way of life, 
and made to realize the need for discipline and regular habits.' 
(Behr and Macmillan, 1966: 314) Boys and girls were taught separately 
and, while the former were trained in certain trades, handicrafts 
were emphasised for all. 

The type of formal education that arose "in Southern f\frica was 
not based in indigenous social structures. It was introduced as 
part of the process whereby colonialism brought the subcontinent 
into the emergent world capitalist system. 'As a colonizing power, 
it (the 'British race') has always sought to drd\v the aboriginal 
.population of its over-the-sea territories into harness. . .. the 
Africans are bending their necks to the life-preserving yoke of 
labour ..•. 1 (Christian Express XX (256) 2.11.1891: 1) P.A.W. Cook, 
writing in 1949, described education for Blacks in South Africa as 
having been 'for the most part, a purposeful process aiming at the 
incorporation of dependent peoples into the structures of Western 
civilisation. 1 (Cook, 1949: 348) It is not that schooling was at 
every point designed deliberately to promote the new colonial order 
but its content and consequences were crucially conditioned by this 
order. Conceptualising the process in terms of culture rather 
than imperialism, Cook explains how 'the missionat~ came to South 
Africa to preach the Gospel and to dispel the darkness of the 
heathen. But he taught elements of the same culture to which the 
trader, the magistrate, and the farmer belonged. 1 (Cook, 1949: 
348) 
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The major wars, which ended in the Ngurei- and Sotho-speaking 

people of Southern Africa being dispossessed of their land and 

forced into the colonial order, were waged over the century bet-

ween 1779 and 1879. It was in 1799 - twenty years after the 
opening of the latter period - that the first school specifically 
for Africans was established near what later became King William's 
Town. Previously, only a handful of Ngu:n:i- and Sotho-speakers had 

had any formal education in colonial schools.· From the turn of the 

century, missions started setting up more such schools particularly 

on the fringes of settler penetration. The first school in the 
Orange Free State \.'Jas founded in 1823, and the first ones in Natal 
and what became the Transvaal in 1835 and ·18425 respect·iveiy. Thus 

schoo 1 i ng played a pa1·t in the process of conquest itse 1 f - a 1 bei t 

a relatively minor one - as well as contributing to the social 
consolidatio11 of conquest and the control of the conquered. Schooling 

in the 19th century contributed both to underm-Jning the as-yet­
unconquered and incorporating the already-undermined into the 

structures of the settlers. Ho\.'!ever, for most of the century it 
continued to develop only very slowly. The extent of the contribution 

that schooling was able to make, was not such as to render it a 
pdority for the colonial government. Nevertheless~ a Department of 
Education was.established, and the first Superintendent-General 
appointed, as early as 1839 in the Cape Colony. Thenceforth, the 
mission schools were formally under the jurisdiction of that 
Department. Some state control was exercised through the grant of 
funds, which first became available to mission schools in 1841, but, 
fo the main, schooling was left to the churches and missionary 
soc i et·i es. I~ lthough the latter's f"inanci a·1 resources were at t·imes 

supp-lementic~d by contributions from the s·1ack corr1munities~ in \'Jhich 

the"ir schoo 1 s were situated, funds \'!ere a 1ways very 1 imi ted. The 
standard of teaching was low, minimal secondary education was 
offered except by the teacher training institutes, and only a 
minute fraction of the dd1d population received any schooling at 

all. 
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It is suggested that such impact as schooling in this early 

period had, \<1as not, as in the contemporary era, achieved by direct 

contact with any significant proportion of the children of the in­

digenous millions but rather through an 'elite' minority which it 

· helped to create. The latter was not necessarily by design. On 

the contrary, Dr (la.ter Sir) Langham Dale, Superintendent-General 
of Education in the Cape, explained in 1869, for example, that the 

aid given to mission schools, insofar as they supplemented the 

public schoo·1 system, was 'wHh a viev1 of bringing elementary in·· 

struction within the reach of the mass of the labouring poor, 

especially those of the coloured races.' (quoted in Rose and 

Turnner, 1975: 207) Be that as it.may, part of the effect which 

this early schooling had, was indeed the emergence of a new 'elite' 

which was from the start potentially at odds with the traditional 
tribal leadership. ·with their newly acquired 'knowledge', they 

represented a threat to the traditional authorities and even a 
pcssible challenge to their leadership. As Dale reported in 1891~ 

1 The Katfirs see in the school the agency that weakens and then 

. effaces all tribal bonds and customs. The levelling tendency of 

popular instruction is not consistent with their traditions, and 
the Ch·i efs specially v1atch the growth of schools 1<1\ th suspicion. 1 

(Cape of Good Hope, Appendix 1, Volume III to Votes and Proceedings 

of Parliament for 1892, Report of the Superintendent-General of 

Education for the year 1891 (G.9 - 92): 11. Quoted in Rose and 

Tunmer, 1975: 211) Steeped in the conquerors' ways of seeing, 
converted to their religion, and generally accepting of the new 
order, the schooled corps could help disseminate a system of ideass 
values, loyalties and authorities which were consistent with the 
colonists' interests and which contradicted, and helped to under­
mine, the framework that had given the people an independent 
ideological base in their struggle to retain their land and live­
lihood. Even a Government commission report contains discussion 
of how 'missionaries' teachi~gs have acted like dynamite on tribal 

solidarity. 1 (Union of South Africa, 1936: 89, para. ~64) A d'ivision 
was created between Christian converts and adherents to traditional 
religious beliefs. These are some cf the ways in which schooling 
contributed to weakening the indigenous people's resistance to 
cofoni sat ion and helped to establish them, once conquered, in their 
new place of subordination. 
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The year 1854 marked an important point in the development 
of state interest ins and support fors the schooling of Black 

people since in that year there 0as ~ppointed to the Governorship 
at the Cape a man, Sir George Grey, who held education to be a 

prime weapon in the subjugation of the indigenous population. It 

was as a part of the Cape regime's 'border pacification' policy 
that he motivated for state subs·idisation of the missionar-ies 1 

educational efforts. Thus: 

'The plan I propose to pursue with a view to the 
general adjustment of these questions (frontier policy) 
iss to attempt to gain an influence over all the tribes 
included bet1\1een the present north·-eastern boundary of 
this colony and Natal, by employing them upon public 
works, which ~vi'! 1 tend to open their country; by 
establishing institutions for the education of the 
children, a~d the relief of their sick; by introducing 
among them institutions of a civil character suited to 
their present condition; and by these and other like 
means to attempt to win them to civilisation and 
Christianity, and thus to change by degrees our present 
unconquered and apparently irreclaimable foes into 
friends who may have common interests with ourselves. 1 

{British Parliamentary Papers, Cape of Good Hope. 
Further papers relative to the state of the Kaffir 
Tribes presented to both Houses of Parliament. July 
1855, Despatch from the Governor, Sir George Grey, 
to the Colonial Secretary, dated from Cape Town, 
22 November 1854, page 38. Quoted in Rose and Tunmer, 
1975: 204) 

In 1868, Dale was urging, 1 The spread of civilisation by school-
-instruction and the encouragement of industrial hab"its among the 
Natives in the Border districts, are of importance to the political 
security and social progress of the Colony. 1 (quoted in Un"ion of 
South Afr·ica::. 1936: 12,para.25) h1enty-three years later he described 
the Black schools as 'hostages for peace' and argued that 'if for 
that. reason only £12,000 a year is given to schools in the Transkei1 
Tembuland and Griqualand, the amount is well spent; but that is not 
the only reason - to lift the Aborigenes gradually, as circumstances 
pennit, to the platform of civilised and industrial life is the 
great object of the educational vote. 1 (quoted in Union of South 
Afr"ica, 1936: 13,para.26.) In sum, as expressed in the Eise1en 
Comrniss·ion 1 s reports 'education was regarded as one means among 111any 
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-
to be employed in the pacification of the Border. 1 (Union of South 

Africa, 1951: 39, para. 203) 

The conquered, \'ffenched from the"ir own mater·i al base and 

traditional social relations, were cast adrift, as were the slaves 

when freed. It has been argued that the need for more schools be-

came urgent after the promulgation of Ordinance 50 in 1828, which 

gave equal civil rights to the Khoikhoi people, and after the eman­

cipation of slaves in 1833. (Troup, 1976: 9) Almost ha.If a century 

later, Dale, in an article entitled, 'Technical Instruction and 

Industrial Training,• posed, rhetorically, the question, 'Do you 

prefer to spend public money on police, prisons and other repressive 

and protective agencies, or on the workshop and the t~achers cf 

handicrafts?' {Christian Express XXl (260) 1.3.1892: 45 - 6) 
:Schooling assisted it1 incorporating into the.new order those set 

loose from the tribal structures of social control in such a way 

that they could be disciplined and made to serve the interests 

of the colonists. Grey saw the integration of the African people 

into the Ca.pe economy in terms of their becoming 1 usefu1 servants, 

consumers of our goods, contributors to our revenue, in short, a 

source of strength and wealth to the Colony, such as Providence 

designed them to be.' (quoted in Majeka, 1952: 66) The schools 

helped to make 'useful servants' of them by teaching them the basics 

of their new masters' language and providing them with the limited 

vocabulary that would be relevant to their role in the colonia-i 
order and with an elementary level of literacy, as well as by 

training them in the discipline and skills of manual labour. These 
servants-to-be were supposed to be equipped also with an appropriately 

servile mentality and a view of their relegation to a place of in­
feriority as natural. Dale argued, in the above cited article, 'To 

teach, train and improve the present anomalous part of the community 
so that their fusion and absorption into the ordinary channels of 
industry may be steadily consummated ·is the practical and necessary 
object of any true method of native educatibn. 1 (Christian Express 

XXl (260) 1.3.1892: 46) 

It was not as equal individuals that Black people were brought 

into the colonial order but as a subord"inate cc:tegory l\thich was 
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integrated economically while kept outside politically and at a 

distance socially. Some were schooled into an acceptance of the 

new 'civilisation' at the same time as having any expectations, 

which they might have developed, of being able to partake as equals 

of the fruits of colonial society, suppressed. A few were taken 
further than the rest to form a small 'edµcated' class of mainly 

_ preachers and teachers who, schoo 1 ed in the views and v1ays of the 

colonists, could serve as intermediaries between the colonial 
authoritie~ and the people. 

Black resistance to schooling -- primarily in the form of 

outright rejection and eschewal thereof - was considerable for 

most of the 19th century. For as long as B'!ack people rnanage'ci'-to 

remain beyond the reach of the colonial economy - for as long, that 

is, as the pre-capita'list mode of production remained relatively 
intact - they would have perceived little, if any, benefit to be 

derived from schooling and, at the same time, would have resisted 
sacrificing th~ir children 1 s labour. In 1848, a missionary wrotcs 

in a letter to the High Commissioner at the Cape, 1 it is not so 

difficult, to get thQ church filled with people, as it is, to get 

the cl1ildren to school~ who are always by cattle herding prevented 

from it.' (quoted in Du To it, 1963: 41) A quarter of a century 
later, The Kaffir Express noted, 'The chief objection on the part 
of heathen parents to sending the·ir boys to schoo·l, besides their 

indifference to education, is that they require them to herd their 
sheep and cattle. 1 It.mention~d further that girls were 'kept from 
school for different reasons',_ but did not elaborate. (Kaffir Express 
lV (45) 1.6 .. 1874: ~) Dale, in a. report drawn up in 1869, observed, 

'There is considerable repugnance on the part of heathen 
Kaffirs to send their children to school. 

'Besides feeling that school instruction weakens 
the hold VJhich native customs and sur)erst-itions have 
over the mind, the Kaffirs say that 'they are ve17 well 
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content as they are They want nothing for them-
selves, and they wish their children to be as themselves. 
Each parent expects his own child to herd his few goats 
or two or three cows a i ·1 day 1 ong. ' (Cape of Good Hope, 
Appendix 1 to Votes and Proceedings of Parliament for 
1869, Report of an Inspection of schools in the Middle 
and Eastern Districts by the Super·intendent-General of 
Education during the months of March, Aprils May and 
June, 1869 (G. 31 - 69) pages 3 - 6. Quoted in Rose 
and Tunmer, 1975: 208) 

In 1882, the Natal Native Comnission recorded its view as follows: 

'We think that there is little desire among ordinary Natives for 

Pducation, but we do not anticipate that there would be opposition 

to schools be·ing placed -in Locations.' The Commissioners betrayed 

their.implicit misgivings, however, through recommendaticns con­

tained in the next sentence, thus: 'We should recommend beginning 

with tribes known to be favourably disposed; we should also further 

propose that schools should be placed in some of the sma.11 tribes~ 

partly because any opposition would be of less moment, partly 

becau~e the distances for the children attending the school would 

be more manageab.le. 1 (Natal Native Comm·ission, 1881 - ?, pa9e 11 

Quoted in Rose and Tunmer, 1975: 210) 

To the extent, however, that there were parents who did want 

their children i.n school they sent them to obtain the sort of 

schooling which - while their own so~iety crumbled beneath their 

feet -they thought would provide an entree to the colonic;.1 order 

at a point above its mose debased. The education sought was an 

academic one and students themselves vigorously -Opposed. its. 

dilution with manual labour. At Lovedales for example, 'all native 
boarders' were compelled to engage in two hours of 'some kind of 

work 1 every afternoon. In 1872, The Kaffi r Express admitted that 

students there entirely rejected this forced labour, characterising 
it variously as 'a sore pointj, 'the bane of their lives' and 1 an 

utter abhorrence•. The newspaper cited the case of 'one young 

savage'. \Jho early one morning had run away and subsequently in·· 

dicated in a letter written from home that he had done so on 

account of the latter imposition. (Kaffir Express II (26) 1.11.1872: 

1 - 2) Parents and students voted for an academic fonn of education 

in the only way open to them: with their feet. Thus! for example, 
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in 1880 The Christian Express commented as follows: 

' ..• Roman Catholic missions have been a failure in 
Africa when they attempt to satiate the African craving 
for education with a few ounces of catechism, and 
communicate nothing to elevate the individual, ... 
nothing else was to be expected. 1 {Christian Express 
x ( 115) 1. 4 . 1880: 2) 

A further illustration is taken from the 1892 report of the commission 
appointed to enquire into education in the Cape Colony: 'The 
heredities of the South African aborigenes are not in the direct·ion 
of a love of bodily toil; consequently schools which allow the 
four hours to be occupied with more or less of dawdling over 
spelling books or school slates tend to be numerically the strongest.' 
(Cape of Good Hope, Third and final report of a co~nission appointed 
to enquire into and report upon certain matters connected with the 
educational system in the Colony~ 1892 (G. 3 - 1 92) page 32. Quoted 
in Rose and Tunmer, 1975: 216) It was especially because of the latter 
that the missionaries - in a context of widespread avoidance of 'ed­
ucation• and contact with 1 civilisation 1 in general - were not averse 
to providing the sort of schooling desired so lcng as it brought 
children into their schools and thereby aided in the achievement of 
what was for most of them their primary objective, to evange1ise. 
It aided the latter in another way too in that it was an appropriate 
education for preparing children to read the Bible and participate 
in rel·igious ritual. It v;'as in any case with an academic form of 
education that they would generally have been familiar in Europe. 
Furthermore, they themselves did not directly share all the interests~ 
which were paramount for the colonists a.nd which mi9ht have otherwise 
oriented their educational objectives, even though they in general 
wished to serve them, as is illustrated by the following extract 
from The Christian Express: 

'Missionaries are in no sense political agitators. 
They desire nothing so much as that the relations of 
the natives toward the Government, should be those of 
perfect loyalty~ and they invariably counsel the natives 
to be law-abiding and peaceful 1 (Christian 
Express X (112) 1.1.1880: 1) 
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Meanwhile, the state's capacity to determine the extent and nature 

of education in the colcny was severely restricted, as is brought 
out in the following quotation which at the same time illustrates 
how contested educational terrain was even in those early days of 
formal schooling in the subcontinent: 

'It may be desirable that education of the right kind 
should be compulsory for the chi1 dren of abori genes, 
but at the present moment the introduction of such a 
compulsory provision would be inopportune. If the 
State cannot enforce attendance at school, it can at 
least define the education for which it is prepared 
to pay. There should be a definite regulation that 
one-half of the school time required of those in 
attendance shall be devoted to such manual training 

·as can best be follm11ed in the locality. The '-literary' 
instruction sanctioned in native day schools should be 
purely elementary.' (Cape of Good Hope, Third and 
final report of a commission appointed to enquire into 
and report upon certain matters connected with the 
educational systems of the Colony, 1892 (G. 3 - 1 92). 
Quoted in Rose and Tunmer, 1975: 2i7) 

Then again the following appeared in a 1906 issue of The Christian 
Express: 

the.Native ... is too enthusiastic about mere book 
learning and far too casual with respect to the accumu­
lation of wealth. The way he frequently strips 
himself to meet his educational expenses is indeed ad­
mirable, but this would be quite unnecessary, v1ere he to 
pay more attention to developing his means of livelihood. 
It may be urged that the education he i~ at present 
receiving is not one to make money with, and the0e is 
a good deal of truth in this, iJut he has all along 
shown such a pronounced preference for the European 
curriculum that it has been deemed impolitic to refuse 
him. It has rather been hoped that the craze would die 
a natural death. But it will take long for education 
... entirely to eliminate from his character that 
conspicuous defect viz., his fondness for the royal 
road, in other words his idea. that he is already fitted 
for various positions at present occupied by white men 
only. It is true that he is to some exte~t satisfied 
with such posts as that of teacher, interpreter, etc.~ 
but, except in a few isolated cases, for any occupation • 
involving manual labour he is at present strongly dis­
inclined. 1 (Christian Express XXXVI (427) 1.5.06: 125) 

There were few openings in the colonial system for Black persons 
·with any degree of school fog, however, and this was the case a fo1•tiori 
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Some twenty-three years earliet, Dale ... in expla:ir.ing his inclination 

'to discourage the special preparation of a few native lads here 

and there, at a great expense, and to assist only in the training 
of a sufficient number of native tec1chers to occupy the varfous 
school stations at the kraals' - reported as follows: 

'Native lads have been well educated here, and have 
completed their course in England, who, on returning 
to this Colony, find no sphere or occupation but that 
of teachers, at a salary of about £40 p.a. This is 
distasteful to most of them; a long period of com­
paratively easy and refin~d life at school and at 
co 11 eges has 1 ed the111 to expect something better. 
To the educated Kaffi r there is no opening; he may 
be qualified to fill the post of a_ clerk in a public 
office or in a mercantile house, but either there is 
no demand for such persons, or prejudice operates 
against persons of colour being so employed. To 
give a high education to Kaffir boys$ and thc~n to· 
leave them isolated from their own people in thoughts 
and habits~ ·and to some extent in language, and without 
any prospect of useful and settled occupation in another 
sphere of labour is only to increase the existing 
temptations of the so-called school Kaffir to fall 
into the vices of the low Europeans with whom they are 
brought into contact. We require Native teach2rs 
without that over-refinement which elevates the in­
dividual too much above his fellows.' (Cape of Good 
Hope, Appendix 1 to Votes and Proceedings of Pnrlia­
ment fo1' 1869, Report of an inspection of schools in 
the Middle and Eastern Districts by the Superint2ndent­
General of Education during the months of March, April, 
May and June, 1869 (G~ 31 ~ 69). Quoted in Rose and 
Tunmer, 1975: 208) 

While the colonial context may have limited the capacity of 
schooling to affect individuals' material prospects, it would 
appear to have provided at l~ast a leadership element with certain 
linguistics and other cultural accoutrements useful in articulating 
the grievances and demands of their·people which, with the collapse 
of military-backed resistance and the concomitant conso1 idation of 
conquest, had to be done increasingly on terrain defined by the 
colonists. It was nots as many have chosen to believe, that ed­
ucation - through exposing Black people to new and broader horizons -
revealed to them what was wrong with the place to which they were 
subjected in the colonial order and unveiled a previously uncontem­

plated vista of liberty. No vision was needed to conjure up the 
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memories. That people were clear on the former score, independent 

of any revelatory power which education might have been i?.ssumed to 

possess, was evidenced by more than a century of bitter resistance 

to their colonisation and subjugation. It was only as the economic 

basis for an independent political stand disintegrated with the 

-dissolution of the pre-capitalist mode of production, only as 

people became impressed by the final failure of their resistance, 

only as they found their feet anew on terrain which was no longer 

theirs, and only as the settler authorities demonstrated their 

power to dictate the terms on which future negot·iation might be 

conducted, that education began to be sought in place of shunned. 

Even as early as l873~it was ·stated in an appeal by Lovedale 

for monetary contri buti:ons, 'Among the nat·i ves the ti de in favour 

of education is fast rising$ and as they have found their way 
here, it is a pity to shut the doors against them. 1 (Kaffir Express 

III (28) 2.1.1873: 2) Nine months later the same pub1ication re-­

ported, 1The .tide in the direction of education among the native 

people still keeps steadily rising, and overflows the barrier of 

fees, which it was thought at one time would seriously check this 

desire, and limit the numbers of those who might seek entrance 
here at least.' (V-affir Express III (36) 6.9.1873: 1) A further 

nine months after that it claimed, 

'the tide has set in even among the heathen Kaffirs in 
favour of education. Many of the mission schools are 
filled with the children cf those who never go to church, 
and the real difficulty in getting hold of the children 
in a heathen location does not lie in the unwillingness 
of the parents, except in some cases in regard to their 
daughters, but in the natural aversion of the children 
to the restraint of a school: and that heathen parents 
cannot be got to compel them. 1 {Kaff·ir Express JV (45) 
1. 6. 187 4: 1) 

To conclude, in 1905, the South Afr-ican Native Affairs Commission 
reported, 'There is among the people themselves a growing desire 
for education, which cannot and need not be suppressed. 1 (South 
African Nat·i ve Affairs Comm·i ss ion, ·1903 - 05. Quoted in Rose and 

Turnner, 1975: 223) 
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Schooling for Black peop}e in South Africa made no major ad­

vances through most of the 1800s. Its importance began to increase 
from the second half of the 19th century. This can be induced in 
part from the growth of state interest in 1 Native education• as 

well as from the growing numbers in Black schools. As the Eiselen 
Commission was to explain, 1 Bantu education as carried on by the 
missionary bodies became ·increasingly the care of the government 
concerned because the Bantu were increasingly affecting the economic 
and politica·l 1ife of the country.• (Union of South Africa, 1951: 

34-~ para.169) Thus, in the Cape for instance~ with the institution 
of 1 Represe~tative Government' in· 1854, state money was allocated 

to the Aborigenes (Border) Depart~ent for the purpose of subsidising 
1missionE;ry institutions ... to train Bantu youth in industria·1 occu· 

pations ... (and) as interpreters, evangelists and schoolmasters .... ' 
(quoted in Rose and Tunmer, 1975: 206) In 1863, Dale proposed in­
creased subsidisation such as would encourage the teaching of needle­
work to gir.ls and carpentry, shoemaking and pr"inting to boys and 

would also produce blacksmiths, gardeners and doniestic servants. 
{Rose and Tunmer, 1975: 207) In 1865, legislation was enacted to 
provide for state aid to three types of schools: public, mission 

and 1 Native 1
• Furthermore, a ~tate inspectorate of education was 

estab.lished. While, in 1865, there were a mere 2 827 f~fr"ic<Hl 

pupils enrolled in schools, by 1885 this enrolment had risen to 
15 568 and by 1891 to 25 000. (Cook) 19ft9: 351) In Nata.1, a· 
Commission of Inquiry was urging in 1853 already that Black youths 
should be apprenticed to White farmers and tradesmen through the 
Resident Magistrates and recomnended the establishment of Govern-
ment industrial schools in each village, as well as compulsory 
attendance for thre~ years of all children~ between seven and 
twelve years of age, living in a Black location. As it happenAd) 
none of these recommendations was carried out. (Union of South 
Africa, 1936: 19,para.61) Ho~ever, an ordi~ance, published in.1856 
made prov1s1on for grants-in-a~d to be given to mission schools and 
also permitted the Goverrunent to establish and maintain public 
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schools. It laid down that the subjects of instruction were to be 

religious education, 'industrial training' and instruction in the 
English language. (Union of South Africa5 1936: 19, para.64) In 

1884, Black schooling in Natal was made the responsibility of the 

Council of Education, which had been established in 1877, and 

placed under separate and specialist officers. Two years later, the 

first syllabi for elementary Black schools were issued. Hyg·iene 

and traditional crafts were emphasised and a fifth of school time 

was to be spent in manual work wlrich included carpentry for the boys, 

dressmaking~ cooking and laundering for g"irls, and garden"ing for 

both boys and g"irls. (Horrell, 1963: 19) In 1894, the Council of 

Education was abolished and a sub-department of 'Native Education 1 

under the Superintendent of Educatiori was created. Enrolment in 

Natal's Black schools rose from 145 in 1855 to 10 618 in 1900. 

{Cook, 1949: 352) State sub~idisation of the mission schools for 

Black people started in the Orange Free State and 'Transvaal 1 in 

1878 and 1903, respectively. Although such subsidisation often 

amounted to little more than occasional grantsj it was accompanied 

by the requirement that mission schools register with the admin· 

istration. The authorities instituted inspection of schools, ac­

quired a say in syllabuses and the training of teachers, and in­

creasingly began to make demands on the schools. 

These developments coincided with the establishment of 

capitalist relations of production in agriculture nnd the mining 

industry. Accord"ing to the E·iselen Commi_ssion Report 

'the discovery of minerals, the building of ra-i·:ways 
and the Anglo-Boer War ... radically transformed the 
political and economic life of South Africa. The new 
conditions bred a new emphasis on Native po1icy and 
particularly on the view of the state concerning the 
educc:tion of the Bantu. The new mines, railways, fanns, 
cities and industries cried out for labour.' (Union of 
South Africa, 1951: 39 - 40, p~ta. 210)-

And indeed the first haH of the 20th century sa\!J a s 1 ow but steady 

increase in Black school enrolments and a1 though slower, also 

steady, rise - except for ~uring the depression years of the 1930s -

in state expenditure on Black schooling. It is clear that the 
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growth of schooling, at any rate that for Black people, was not 
initially stimulated by any ne(~d for skill training which might 

have arisen from capitalist production. Generally, the level of 

skill required was low and both on the farms and in the mines, 
what skills the workers had to have, were of a sort which could 

most adequately be developed through training on the job. The 
.. manual training that even those who went to school received, 

tended to be manual labour rather than training in any specific 

skills. The racist form taken by class relations in the South 

African context excluded black workers from developing trade and 
other such higher-level skills. In 1936, the Interdepartmental 

Committee on Nat"lve Education Has argufog as follmoJs: 

'On the one hand ... any ratfonal system of education 
should make provis·ion for vocationa·i trafoing leading 
on to occupations which will give employment and a 
source of livelihood to a considerable proportion of 
the population. On the other hand Bny such policy ... 
vwul d in the present structure of South !1.fri can econom1 <: 
conditions, lead to competition of Native tradesmen 
with European, which is at present prohibited ... , or 
to a dead-end of ~nemployment for the Native. 1 

'Having regard to the present attitude of the 
European tovwrds the employment of Natives in industry, 
where skilled or even semi~skilled labour is used, it 
seems inevitr;.b.le that the educationist -in Scuth f\frica 
must pursue a 11 ca 1 canny" policy in regard to the 
training of Native boys and to this extent must turn 
h·is back upon sound educational prfocip1es. 1 (Union 
of South Africa, 1936: , 114 ~para 1 s. 575 - 6) 

It will not be argued that the gradual growth of Black schooling 

from the 1860s through to the mid-20th century was determined by the 
development of a capitalist mode of production in the region. It iss 

however suggested that schooling had some bearing on the way in which 
capitalist class relations emerged. Stated most generally, schooling 
was one, albeit minor, factor amongst many which went into the making 
of a Black working class. It made, first of all, a limited contribu­
tion to the precess of proletarianisat"ion itse-lf .. It cl-id so in the 
same way as d~d ChY'·istianisation of the indigenous .people. The~ latter 
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was descr"ibed in 1878 by The.Christian Express, mouthpiece of the 
~ -

missionaries at Lovedale, "in the fo1"1m'f·ir.g remarkably explicit terms: 

1This subject of work is a burning 5ne in this 
country. No complaint is more common ... from colonists 

than that there is a gi'eat dea 1 of work to be qone arid 
few trying to do 'it. 1 

1 We want to see the natives become workers ....•. 
And ... we believe that Christianity wi1l be a ch"ief 
cause of their becoming a working people .... ' 

1 
••• how this· ... comes to be is twofold. Christ-

ianity creates needs. Generally speaking, every man 
will work just as much as he requires to do and not 
more. There will be a constant rela.t"ion between the 
time· a man works and his necessities ...... If you want 
men to work; then, you must get thEm to need. Create 
need and you supply stimulus to work; you enlist the 
worker 1 s own will on the side of labour. Few men any­
where, and certainly no heathen men, ev~~r vJOrk for U1e 
mere pleasure of working. 

'Now, the speediest way of creating needs among 
these people is to Christianize them. f\s they become 
Christianized, they will want more clothing~ better 
houses. furniture, books, education for their children, 
and a hundred other things which they do not have now 
and never have had. And all these things they can get 
by working, and only ~Y working. 

'But Christianity also teaches the duty of working, 
and denounces idleness as a sin.' 

1 S6 to Christianize a Kaffir is the shortest way, 
and the surest~ to make him put his hand steadily and 
w_illingly to the work that is waiting to be done. 
This v1il1 make it both his interest and his duty to 
work, will enlist, besides his bodily appetites, his 
home affections, his mental pmvers, and his concience, 
on the side of industrious habits. 1 (Christian Express 
VIit (95) 1.8.1878: 1 - 2) 

In 1905~ the South African Native Affairs Commission recommended, with 
a view to driving a greater number of Black people into wage labour, 
inter alia, 'The encouragement of a higher standard among Natives by 

support given to education with a view to increase their efficiency 
. and 11mnts.' (quoted in Union of South Jl,frica, 1951: 40 pa.ra 212) The 
schooled minority helped to spread ideas and practices which encouraged 
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a layer of the newly colonised to want goods that were obtainable 

only by me: ans of purchase. Testimony was gi yen to the same 

Commission as to education:s 'economic effect in raising the 
standard of material comfort and thus creating wants. 1 (quoted in 

Union of South Africa, 1951: 40, para.211;) t~Hh a steadily dec­
lining proportion of the people able to support themselves on the 
land, let alone p~oduce a surplus which they could put on the market. 
wage labour became, for more and more, the only means of acquiring 

the money wh·ich it took to satisfy any such 1 new needs 1 a.s might 

have been generated and even longstanding needs which had pre­
viously been met within a pre-capitalist mode of production. The 

latter makes it clear that the above analysis does nut attribute 
any structurally determinant role to either Christianity or schooling. 

The making of the Black working class involved more ~han the 
process whereby peop 1 e 111ere rendered dependent on 1~age l abou1~. Some 
employers ·Of la.bour b~an to see sch.col ing as ·part of --a related process 
\'Jh~reby workers might b_e rendered at least. mh1i.ma 1 ly. ameriab 1 e to wage 
labour and tractable. They started to recognise that it might be 

in their interests to attempt to win from workers some measure of 
acceptance of the social place towards which conditions propelled 
them. As one who identified with such interestst Pells argued that 
it was essential to school the newly proletarianised Blacks 'if they 
are not to be left profoundly dissatisfied and an ever-present 

menace to society. 1 He supported his contention by citing the 
experience of England where he claimed that it had been the pro­
vision of universal elementary education.v1h,ie.h .. aboveal1 e1se averted 

a bloody revolution. According to Pells, 

'Once the Native is allowed outside of his Reserve ... we 
incorporate him into our economic scheme and thus proceed 
to educate him. But this education by contact with the 
White man's life and civilisation is unregulated~ hap­
hazard .... By formal education and instruction ... we 
must give him those standards by which we judge good and 
bad .... The Bantu must be educated ... to have the 
right sort of 1wants 1 and to be able to satisfy those 
1wants 1

• Only thus can he become a contented and use­
ful citizen. 1 (Pelis, 1956: 152) 

Or, as the Interdepartmental Committee on Native Education argued in 

1936~ 
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'The Native is becoming Europeanised by more contact 
.... One cannot stop the process .... All that can be 
done ... is to direct and control the process. 

'The problem is, therefore, to devise a type of 
educa,cion which \.·;ill tide the black man over the oeriod 
during which his tribal sanctions are weakening, ~nd 
before he feels the force of the sanctions of European 
civilisation.' (Union of South Africa, 1936: 89, para.. 465) 

The latter aspect was spelled out still more specificallY in 1943 

by the Administrator of Natal who was reported as having said that 

'the old ways with their folkways, mores and disciplines which 

were so characteristic of the behaviour of the Zulus were passing 

away and it was therefore incurnbant en the Bantu schools to develop 

in the Zulu young the new controls, disciplines and behaviours of 

Western civilisation. 1 (Inkundla ya Bantu 6(66) 30.9.43: 8) And~ 

indeed, from the earliest days of industrial capitalism in South 

Africa, there was the attempt to drill into Black workers an 

acceptance of their place of inferiority~ oppression and exploitation. 

The report of the lnterdepartmenta l Cammi ttee described the v·i ew 

prevalent amongst cBpitalists that 

'we must give the Native an edJcation which will keep 
him in his place' - 'if the Native is to receive any 
education he should have as his aim the idea embodied 
in Dickens' version of the ancient prayer: 

"Oh, ·1et us love our occupations~ 
Bless the squire and his relations 
Live upon our daily rati0ns, 
And alwyas know our proper statfons. 111 

(Union of South Africa., 1936: 86 - 87, parn. 453) 

The attempt was made to imbue workers with values and attitudes per­

ceived by emp 1 oyers as befitting those in wage labour as we 11 as to 
teach them the discipline that would be demanded of them as wage 

1 abourers. According to the syllabus for Orange Free State primary 
schools, drawn up in 1945, 'Rightly considered, the ultimate aim of 

all education and the purpose for which our schools exist, is to 
provide boys and girls with a training such as 1<1il'I enable them to 

take their proper place in life when they leave school. 1 (quoted 
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in Union of South Africa, 1951: 831 par 470) Expressed quite 

bluntly by the Native Economic Commission~ 1930 - 32~ 'He ('the 

Native') must learn to school his body to hci.rd work .... ' (Union 

of South Africa, 1932: 12, para.77) The interest of White employers 
of labour in Black schooling was from the start, as put in the 1903 

report of the Transvaal's first Inspector of Native Education, Revd 
. W,E;C! Clarke, to 'Teach the Native to Work.' The latter report, 

deali~g with the objectives of the new schooling scheme which had 

just been drawn up, put forward the following view: 

'No proposal for a plan of native education would be 
likely to commend itself to the great majority of the 
people of this country that did not contemplate the 
ultimate social place of the native as that of an 
efficient worker .... The scheme prescribed makes 
provision, therefore, in the first place, for the 
combination of manual training \'!ith elementary in­
struction, and, in the seconds for the shaping of that 
elementary instruction so.as to equip the native for 
a more intelligent comprehension of any industrial 
work that is set before him. 1 (Transvaal Education 
Department, Report for school year January ·· December 
1903, pages 62 - 3. Quoted in Rose and Tunmer, 1975: 
220) 

Such a stance was taken up even in a Catholic.weekly, Um-Afrika, 
which, published in Zulu from Marianhill, was.obviously directing 

itself neither at White public opinion nor at the government 
policy-makers but at Black people~ presumably as a contribution to 

eliciting their concurrence. The following is extracted from an 
editorial in the said publication: 

'The view that the African should be given education 
based on the assumption that one day he shall cease 
to be an employee of the whiteman is in conflict with 
the facts. It would be like giving the African an 
Education with no foundation - a course more dangerous 
than helpful. That type of Education would make him 
lose that w!rich he should have derived from his tn1ining.' 
(quoted, in translation, in Inkundla ya Bantu 7 (S?) 
18. 12. 44: 3) 

Discussing the recrnnmendations of the South African Native Affairs 
Commission> 1903 - 05, concerning Black schooling, the Eiselen 
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Commission report pointed out 1 hov1 insist~rntly the economic 

motive was making itself felt: the educated Bantu would be useful 

in the economic expansion of the country. 1 (Uni on of South Africa, 

1951: 40, para.213) In a paper first presented in 1918, Revd Albert 

Leroy posed the question, 'Does it pay to educate the native?' The 

cleric summarised his conclusions as follows: 

'If education induces the best of them to go back and 
work for the uplift of their people; if the educated 
native is more temperate, works longer and more steadily 
than the raw native; if the average educated native is 
ranked by his employer as varying from good to very 
good; and from his wages is evidently worth from two 
to four times as much as the uneducated man - th~n it . 
seems to us, to use Parliamentary ·i anguage > 

11 The answer 
to the question is in the affirmative". 1 (Leroy, -1919: 18) 

Schooling, in general, contributed to separating socially the 

Blacks and Whites who economically were increasingly, albeit un­

equally, integrated with one another. Thus, for example, one 

objective of the Education Act of 1865 was to discourage missions 

from opening their schools to all irrespective of colour by per­

mitting state grants to~hools which did so, to be used only for 

paying teachers' salaries and leaving the missions responsible for 

all other expenses. Separate and unequal schooling helped to 

rigidify racist lines of division which up until the development 

of capitalist industrialisation had still been somewhat loose. 

Differential schooling for Blacks and Whites was aimed at moulding 
the children into their respective dominant and dominated places. 

As put in the report of the 1936 Interdepartmental Committee, 'The 

education of the White child prepares him for life in a dominant 

society and the_ education of the Biack child for a subordinate 

society.' (Union of South Africa, 1936: 87, para.458) The same 

report explained well~ from the standpoint of the White super­
ordinate classes, why the objectives of schooling for Whites could 

not be the same as those of 'Native education': 

'The two societies do not operate in two water-tight 
compartments. Geographically they are not segregated 
and economically they are int2rdependent. These cir­
cumstances~ ho':~ever, do not give them equr:t l ·i ty of 
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opportunity. On the contrary. To frame pious airns9 
therefore, for Native education~ such as 11 ful1ness of 
life for each and all 11 • • • ·is easy, but ·it ·is rather 
futile if not actually misleading. Such an aim can 
be striven after by education in the European society 
which is homogeneous and·democratic ...... But South 
African society as a whole consisting of Europeans 
and Natives is not a democratic society. 1 (Union of 
South Africa, 1936: 88, para. 459) 

Referring - although more than a quarter of a. century earlier - to 

a conception of education diffe0entiated in precisely the same 

racist terms. The APO wrote as follows: 

1 It means that education is to be of the kind suited to 
the recipient 1 s station in life .. It has not even the 
merit of that education which is clamo~red for by some 
businessmen for their s·ons. 1 Viz, 'the mercenary man's 
view• that 'education should be directed to giving its 
recipients the power of getting on in the world, and 
getting on in the world simply means amassing lucre 

But for the blacks 1 education even that low 
motive is to be discarded. Their educati9n is to be 
such as will allow the other fellows, the whitess to 
get on in the world by trampling on the blacks. There 
must be no unrest or disappointment felt by the b"lacks 
of South Africa. No outlook is to be qiven to them. 
····~They must stay where they are. 1 ~APO 17.7.09) 

From the standpoint of the Black subordinate classes, a 1938 issue 

of The Territorial Magazine - Ipepa Ndaba Lczifunda editorialised 

as follows: 

1 In a country where there are definitely superior 
interests, that is the interest~ of those who form the 
ruling class it becomes increasingly difficult even to 
the extent of embarrassment as to hm~ such interests 
are to be protected. This is the course which the 
education of the J\frican has inevitably follov1ed. In 
educating the African care is being taken that he is 
given 6nly such education as will fit hini for a position 
which is forever subservient.' (Territorial Magazine -
Ipepa Ndaba Lezifunda 1 (4) lS.7.38) 

Schooling for Blacks - necessarily segregat~d if to be inferior -
provided a schooling in inferiority which helped to prepare Black 
students for the places of inferiority which they would occupy in 

society. 



F~ The content of Black ~ch_c:_o1ing_ 

There was a re1ation - albeit probo.bly not a determinant one -

between the form taken by Black schrioling·and the social places 

for which Black youth were generally destined. In a memorandwn to 

the Counci1 of Education, a decade before the turn of the century, 

-an Inspector of Native Education in Natal addressed the question 

of what the 'scope' of Black schooling should be: 

'I would define ·it as be'ir1g to qualify the native youth 
for the effective discharge of their probable duties in 
life. These, for the present generation of school 
children, are those connected with the stable, kitchen, 
nursery, wagon or farm.' 

'Whatever may be said ... in favour of teaching the 
use of tools ... the fact remains that a certain amount 
of preparatory educating of the thinking and observing 
faculties is necessary.' · · 

'The inculcatfon of the habits of industry is a 
very important part of schoo 1 v10rk ... but in a very 
effective degree it is quite poss·ible 1trithout the 
teaching of any handicraft, and a trade may be taught 
without making the boy industrious. · 

'There is a great deal of difference between 
industry and industries; and the former is ... the 
more important of the two for this people. '(Christian 
Express XX, (237) 1.4.1890: 51 ·· 2) 

A Select Committee on Native Education, appointed in 1908, recommended 

that the African pupils' language~ 'their.home conditions, their 

social and mental environment.,' their hereditary, triba1 or racial 

instincts, and their future pos'ition and vmrk in the country' had 

to be considered. (quoted in Horrell, 1963: 14) In 1909, the APO 

commented as follows on 'the peculiar notions of the i.lims of 
education which the members of the Cape School Board of the tfo1e 

evidently had: 

'With them it is not the drawing out of the faculties 
of the child. ·It simply means filling his m:ind with 
those facts which may be of service to him in fulfilling 
the work he may be called on to perform; and the 
filling process of the coloured child's mind is to be 
carried on in a different buildinq from that in which 
the whit(~ youngster's nrind ·j:; operated on. If one 
considers the composition of thA Baarrl, he would not 
be surprised at such views being entertained by some 
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of its unlettered members •...• _ They could not fin¢ ~njoy­
ment in anything beyond the computation of interest 
or the value of bricks and mortar, or the addition of 
columns of figures. All other knowledge is regarded 
by them as useless lumber. They take the old clerica·1 
adages as to the necessity for being acontent with 
that station wherein it has pleased a kind Providence 
to place us" as literaliy true. Any education that 
would give a being a thought beyond his station in 
life is accursed in thefr eyE!S. It would, ·if they 
had their way, consist solely in the inculcation of 
the divine duty of drudgery. The black people are 
the descendents of Ham, according to their ideas. 
They were meant to be 11 the hewers of wood and the 
dra\·1ers of v1ater 11 through all eternity. Thefr education 
should therefore be confined to the narrow circle of 
learning to appreciate the honour they enjoy at the 
hands of the white man) who allows them to live on 
the face of God's earth.' (APO 19.6.09) 

In 1945, J.N. le Roux articulated the view in Parliament that the 

schools 

'should not give the Natives an academic educations as 
some people are prone to do. If we do this we shall 
later be burdened with a number of academically trained 
Europeans and non-Europeans, and who is going to do 
the .manual labour in this country? ... I arn in thorough 
agreement with the view that we shoulrl so conduct ou~ 
schools that the native who attends those schools will 
know that to a great extent he must be the labourer 
in the country .... 1 (Hansard, 1945: col. 4528) 

To the extent that 'Native education' helped in practice to 

prepare Black children for a place as subordinate workers, it was 

in part both through deliberate indoctrin-at-Jon with the ideas of 

the White superordinate classes, in part through providing them 

with an education which, insofar as it was equivalent at all to 
what their White counterparts were acquiring, was vastly inferior, 

in part through subjecting students to an experience of institutional 

inferiority) and in part through training them "in the discipline and 

obedience which would be required of them as workers. Thus, for 

example, the following was written in 1946: 

'To-day, the system of African education ... is such 
as to prepare the African for an inferior type of citizen­
ship. Take history. The history taught in our schools 
drills into the mind of the African child the idea that 
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in all our fights with the Whiteman, the Whiteman was 
on the right and that our forefathers, who fought for 
their independence and their freedom, were the villains 
in the who-le story.' (lnkundla ya Bantu IX (119) May 1946: 2) 

Revd Clarke:,in his first and programmatic report cited above, 

wrote as follows: 

'Apart from ... specific subjects I look for substantial 
results to be produced in the native by the discipline 
of school life. Habits of obedience and cleanliness 
and order are what he most wants, and these must be the 
foundation not only of the usefulness of his ~chool 
life, but of the life for which the school is but a 
training.' (Transvaal Education Department, Report 
for school year January - December, 1903, pages 62 - 3. 
Quoted jn Rose and Tunmer, 1975 : 220) · 

Rather than a 'bookish' schooling, the 'mechanical arts' were 

emphasised and students familiarised with manual labour. In 1891, 

Dale reported as follows: 

'What the Department wants is to make all the principal 
day-schoo 1 s p 1 aces of manua 1 industry, as we 11 as of 
book-instruction. It is not expected that all the boys 
wi 11 become expert tradesmen; but it is something to 
train them to use the spade and the hoe, the plane and 
the savJ, the mason 1 s trov1el and the plumb-line.' 
(Cape of Good Hope, Appendix l j Vol III. to Votes and 
Proceedings of Parliament for 1892, Report of the 
Superintendent-General of Education for the year 1891 
G. 9 - '92), pages 11 - 12. Quoted in Rose and Tunmer, 
1975: 212) 

However, according to, for example, o.n.T. Jabavu, 'In our schools 
11 manual labour" consists of sweeping yards, repairing roads, cracking 

stones and so on, and is done by boys only as so much task work 
enforced by a time-keeper,·and under threats of punishment.' 
(Jabavu, n.d.: 95) Even a Government commission report had to admit 
that the 'manual work' in Black schools had tended to lapse into 
'tr-ivia"lity and mere mechanical drudgery with no educotive value'. 
(Union of South Africa, 1936: 92, para. 475) Characterising it 
as having had 'no educative value' might have been an implicit 
reference to what Jabuvu had identified as 'the invariable result~ 
of the ·imposition of_ manual labour of the kind described, namely 
'that the boys grow to hate all manual vJork as humiliatfog, "skulk" 
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from it whenever they can, and ever avoid it at home and in after 

life 1 
( Jabuvu, n. d. : 95) -· the very converse, in other words, of the 

effect which White educationists and employers of labour hoped it 

would pr,cduce. 

The scheme for 'Native education', which was put forward after 

Union by the Council of Education and introduced with a curriculum 

based thereon in 1915, laid great emphasis on 1 training 1
• This 

consisted of religious and moral training with the cultivation of 

such habits as cleanliness, obedience, punctuality~ tidinesss 

orderliness generally, truthfulness, honesty, respect, courtesy, 

. industry, self-dependence, self-restraint, temperance and chastitv; ... . - . . . "' 

physical training; social training, inc"luding ideas of civic duty 

and acquaintance with the laws specially affecting Black people; 

and industrial training. Schooling also provided, through the 

'three Rs', an elementary training in the basic sk-ills of communi·­

cation and calculation. Most important was a working familiarity 
w"ith one of the 11 officiai 1 ~ languages - that is, one of the emp.loyers 1 

·1anguages, Engiish or Afrikaans. As Clarke explained, 1 The enor­

mous percentage of energy that is tit present wasted or lost through 

the lack of a common medium of communication between white employer 

and native employee shoi:;s the necessity of prescribing for an 
native schools a knovJledge of English as one of the elementary 

subjects necessary. 1 (Transvaa 1 Education Department, Report for 

school year January - December, 1903, page 63. Quoted in Rose and 

Tunmer, 1975: 220) An increasing number of workers who cou1d rc:ad, 

write and work with figures were being sought on the labour market 

and the schools were the sole source of supply. 

Ideologically and psychologically, schooling helped to mould 

the young workers-to-be into the dominant social relations. There 

was an attempt to sever them from their past identity a.nd "its base 
in traditional African culture. The early schools contributed to 

the students 1 demoralisation by physically removing them to the 

world of the White colonists, teaching them to despise their cwn 

history and culture, and 'converting' them to thE-~ colonists' 
religion. Ir. the place of what was removed~ a new woi-ld-vfr:v.• and 

J 
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new val~es were inserted. In this context, the Interdepartmental 

Committee on Native Education, for instance, regarded religion as 
'of paramount importance'. fl.ccording to Hs report, 'by religion 
is not meant merely the 1 earn"ing of the catechi s111 and Bi b.i e hi story, 

: .. but also those emotional and spiritual experiences which deter­
mine a person's ideals and his attitude towards life. Under this 
category are included also character building, mora-lity and 

manners .... ' (Union of South Africa, 1936: 90, para. 469) In 

religious instruct"ion Black students were taught obedience, humility, 
patience, fear, passivity~ and contentment in adversity. There 

was~ however, amongst the indigenous population, even at the time, 

keen awareness of the subversive implications of their people 
being schooled in the settlers' religion. To illustrate this the 
following is extracted from a catalogue of 'Kaffir objections to 
the Christian religion' described in 1871: 

' ... the Christian religion deprives his count1~men of 
their nat i ona. l ity. No sooner does a m2mbet· of 
his tribe embrace the Gospel than he conforms to habits 
and modes of dress wh·l ch were al together unknown to 
his forefathers. 1 

'Moreover, when a Kaffir embraces the Gospel, he 
disowns the authority of his chief, he ceases to be a 
retainer at l!the great piace 11

, he no longer spends his 
time at court, ready at a~y moment to go errands ... for 
his chief, he ceases to be a Kaffir subject. Every 
Kaffir who embraces Christianity lessens the power and 
authority and greatness of his ch.ief. Christianity 
neither fosters nor encourages a spirit of loyalty 
to the Kaffir chiefs, but rather the reverse. 
Any custon ... which teaches the Kaffir such disloyalty 
ought never to be accepted by wise men who seek to 

. preserve their country 1 s welfare and the authority 
of their rulers. 

' ... the Gospel has deprived h·im of his country! 
Spies. they (the missio.naries) wr.:re, \'~ho came to 

discover .the fat of the land. They received grants of 
land from chiefs for mission stations, but soon they 
hailed their countrymen who came across the sea in 
such numbers that the mission station merged into a 
town. And the unkindest cut of all is that, 
thou~Jh robbed of h ·j s country, he shou·i d yet be urged 
to a.ccept that which has proved the greatest: foe to 
the nation! 1 (Kaffir Express I (6) 3.3.1871: 2 - 3) 
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In the light of what has been suggested about the relation in 
which Black schoo 1 i ng, up to the mi d·-20th century s toad to the 

development of capitalist class relations, what migt1t be questioned, 

is why the growth of Black schooling was so slow. Minimal interest 

in Bla~k schooling was displayed by the state, capitalists or em­
ployers in general. Before 1945, Black education was but seldom 

debated in the Union Parliement. Except for the Cape provincial 

administration's appointment, in 1919, of the commission under 

Dr W.J. Viljoen~ the appointment, in 1935, of the Interdepartmental 
Committees and the Natal provincial administration's appointment of the 

Thomas Commission ·· all of them to report on 'Native Educatfon' -

there was little serious state cohcern with Black schooling before 

the mid-1940s. In 1920, D.D.T. Jabuvu contrasted the state of Black 

and White education in the following terms: 

'The present condition of Native education ... is 
one of chaos .... Natives here have a just grievance. 
They see Government spending lavishly in putting up 
majestic educational edifices for European primary, 
secondary and University education staffed by highly 
paid teachers, while they h~ve to be satisfied with 
having their children taught in mission rooms with walls 
dilapidated and furniture rough and scanty, teachers 
receiving miserable pittances, so miserable that a raw 
and illiterate Zulu policeman in Durban today gets 
better pay than the best paid Zulu school teacher. 
Provincial grants to Native education are very tiny 
by comparison 1t1ith those for white schools and infini­
tesimal as compared with the enormous revenue deriveo 
from Native taxation. 1

. (Jabavu, n.d.: 12 - 13) 

In the mid-l930s, for example, the Government was spending on 
education over 40 time~ as much pei head of the White population 
as per head of the African population. In 1940, less than a quarter 
of the African children between the ages of 6 and 16 were in school. 
According to Pells~ 

'In the case of those who did go to school, the time spent 
and the work done there 0as so meagre as to amount to no 
education at all. For over half of them schooling 
terminated in the sub-standards. Most of the remaining 
40% only reached Standard 2. Only ~% of those who 
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attended school reached Standard 6! 

'The position by 1940 \\las that on-ly one in every 
1 000 Native children rf~ce;ved a fair elementary edu­
cation! Native education was therefore failing to 
make the Native lHerate. 1 (Pe1ls, 1%6: 140) 

Why was the schooling of Black South Afr·i cans, on whom the economy 
rested to so significant an extent, not much more of a priority? 

In the period prior to the general penetration of capitalist 
relations of production, the answer is not difficult to find. Dale, 
in his report on an inspection of schools, which he conducted during 
1869, wrote as follows: 

'The absence of mechanical appliances to develop the 
resources of the country or to carry on focal industries 
serves as a check to general education, because skilled 
and intelligent labour is of no higher value than that 
of the raw, untaught savage. A peopl~ without manu­
facturing industries, living chiefly by agricultural and 
pastoral pursuits, must remain at a comparatively low 
standard; the impulse to higher things is wanting, as 
well as the necessity which ever brings intelligence and 
enterprise to the front. 

'These general caases not only lower the value of 
school instruction, but keep people poor and without the 
means of lengthening the school-·.iife of their children .... ' 
(Cape of Good Hope, Appendix 1 to Votes and Proceedings 
of Parliament for 1869, Report of an inspection of 
schools in the Middle and Eastern Districts by the Super­
intendent-General of Education during the months of 
March, April, May and June, 1869 (G.31 - 69) pages 3 - 6. 
Quoted in Rose and Tunmer, 1975: 208) 

In 1906, The Christian Express observed that 'the past figures of 
Missionary institutions ... show grea.tly reducf:d numbers during 
bad years (v·i.z years of drought), wh"ile numerous letters arc; re­
ceived asking for a period of grace with regard to payment of the 
fees. 1 (The Christian Express XXXVI (427) 1.5.1906: 125) Furthermore, 
schooling of Blacks was actively opposed in certain quarters of the 
settler community and many colonists specifically eschewed the em­
ployment of Black persons who had had a.ny schooling. Thus, for 
example, in 1871 The Kaffir Express was complaining as fo11ows: 
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' . . . for a 11 except the very rudest kinds· of work, 
such as ·i ookir.9 after sheep and oxen~ and carrying 1 oads, 
or leading a team of oxen, the raw Kaffir is immeasurably 
inferior to the trafoed native. But the red man is 
preferred by many, because his ignorance passes for 
simplicity, and because he has not yet learned the 
civilized lesson· of self-assert-ion. He is 
preferred by many be~ause his wants are fewer, because 
a worse hut will serve him, and coarser rations and 
lower wages; and because he controls his feelings weil. 1 

(Kaffir Express I (4} 4.1.1871: 1) 

It must be borne in mind that a society 1 s educative apparatus · 

does not consist solely of schooling. F~om an identification of 
certain 1 functions 1 being served by the school, nothing can be 

assumed about the relative importance of those 1 functions 1 having 

been served, nor can it be deduced that it was schooling which was 

required to serve them. Only at a certa"in stage "in the development 

of a society 1 s capitalist structures does the type of education 
which might perhaps most appropriately be provided by the schoo ·1 
become critical. Before that; while schooling clearly contributes 

to the educational process, it is but one amongst a number of vehicles 

for education. In part, this vrns what the Native Economic Commission~ 

1930 - 32, was driving at Where its report states that ... 

'for the regeneration of a primitive people there are 
educat:i ona l needs which preceed ol'dfo2.ry school educa ·­
ti on. Eurbpean school education is based on a ci~ilised 
environmnet: for a great proportion of the Native pop­
ulation this civilised environm~nt has still to be 
created. It is an educational task, but it is not 
solely the task of the ordinary. school, although thG 
school can "in a measure assist irt carrying ·it out. 1 

(Union of South Africa, 1932: 91, para. 627) 

The point is illustrated by the following quotation from the Natal· 

Native Commission of 1881 - 82: 

'With reference to Industrial Education, it has to 
be remembered that there is and has been for many year3 
much of it obtained by the Natives who go to service 
either at farms or in towns. The forme1~ learn to plough 
nnd harrow, and to sow crops at proper distances, and to 
use various tools; the latter are taught orderliness in 
domestic arrangements and to cook, and in a degree be-
come acquainted with and take part in many of the 
developments and ac~ompaniments of an advanced civilisation; 
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and it is but fair to the Natives to say that many of 
them are easily broken in to all this. Still, service 
of this kind hardly includes instruction in what are 
ordinarily caned trades, such as masonry, carpentry, 
and iron and leather work; 1 (Natal Native 
Commission, 1281 - 2, page 11. Quoted in Rose and 
Tunmer, 1975: 211) 

The conditions which had led to the introduction of mass 

schooling in the advanced capitalist societies of England, Europe 

and the United States·of America had not as yet arisen in South 
Africa. In England and certain European countries, mass schooling 

developed in substantial part as a response to the social and 

political problems spawned by the Industrial Revolution. With the 

breakdown of feudalism was broken dovm its framework of social 

control. The context in which the labouring people had 'known 

their place' was removed and replaced by the relative individual 

freedom of capitalist democracy. Urider these conditions, mass 

schooling would appear to have played an important role in the 

reassertion of class control by the newly dominant bourgeoisie 

and provided a way of reproducing an appropriately socialised 

labour force. Bowles and Gintis, for example, describe how, in 

the United States, 

'The process of capital accumulation drastically changed 
th2 structure of society: The role of the fa1n-ily in 
production was greatly reduced, its role in reproduction 
was increasingly out of touch with economic reality. fl. 
per~anent proletariat ·and ari impoverished and, for the 
most part~hn-·i ca lly di sti net, reserve army of the unem­
ployed had been created. Economic inequality had in­
creased. Small manufacturing towns had become urban 
areas almost overnight. The expansion of capitalist 
production had at once greatly enhanced the power of 
the capitalist class and had inexorably generated a 
condition v1hich challenged their conttnued dominatfon. 
With increasing urgency 5 economic leaders sought a 
mechanism to insure politicc.1 stabi"lity and the con­
tinued profitability of their enterprises.' (Bowles and 
Gintis, 1977: i59) 

Bowles and Gintis 1 thes·is is that the mechan·ism, which they found, 
was mass schooling. In South f\frica, by contrast, the classes with 

control had achieved itt in the first instance, by conquest. On 
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that foundation and what it meant for the balance of forces in 

the ensuing struggle, class control was initially able to be main­

tained mainly through direct repression. This involved the denial 
of all political rights and the use of state power for the reg­

imentation and physical control of the lives of Black people by 

means of the reserve system~ the pass laws, and an all-covering 
net of repressive legislation. Thus, while schooling might be 

seen as having been part of the structures of social control, it 
could in no sense ·be conceived as having been 'necessary' to them 
under the totalitar~an conditions of South African society and 

given the radically uneven balance of power. Furthermore, where, 
in other capitalist societies, schooling was already important to 

the process of allocating young persons within the socieal division 

of labour, fitting them into the occupational hierarchy of capitalist 
production, and distributing them into the social hierarchy, in 

South Africa these functions were partially served, albeit crudely, 
by racist ideology. 

Furthermore, there was calculated opposition to the development 
cf Black schooling from within the dominant cl~sses on the grounds 

that it could be polit-ically dangerous and even ecoriomically dis­
advantageous to capitalist interests. Even before the turn of the 
century, this position was bei·ng articulated. Dale was particularly 

explicit in his report of 1891. There he treated the question of 
'diffusing elementary school instruction everywhere among the masses 
of heathen' as 'a matter of social economy and of polHical interest'. 
His argument is significant and warrants quoting at some length: 

'Whilst the present cautious system is pursued, no social 
inconvenience or prnctical danger can result, hut if 
some system of ob 1 i gatory schoo 1-·attendance v1ere ·introduced 
and thousands of Kaffirs were leaving school year by year 
with sufftcient school-instruction to set them loose from 
tribal customs and modes of savage life~ what would you do 
with them? What agencies could be devised to direct 
teaming thousands into the various channels of Colonial 
industries? Labour~ especially agricultural,is wanted; 
but will the educated Native leave his home and take service, 
especially in the western districts? If not, the crowding 
together of educated natives, living without a trade or 
regt~lar habits of daily employment, must tend to mischief 
and social disturbances. 
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1 The capacity to read and write is not in itself a 
panacea for the abominations of savageism ...... Know-
ledge is power even to them, but it may be a power for 
i 11. 

'~,Jhether the fes·tine Zen:te po 1 icy pursued by the 
Department for the last thirty years in the matter of 
Native education commends itself favourably to public 
opinion or not, it has been a safe policy ... ; and it 
should not be lightly set aside for a showy and popular 
system to suit the extreme views of philanthropists, or 
the theories of those who proclaim universal education 
as the duty of Gov~rnments.' (Cape of Good Hope, 

·Appendix 1, Volume III to Votes and Proceedings of 
Parliament for 1892, Report of the Superintendent­
General of Education for the year 1891 (G. 9 - 1 92), 
page~ 11 - 12. Quoted in Rose and Tunmer, 1975: 211 - 12) 

In 1936, the Interdepartmental Committee agreed with Edgar Brookes in 

summing up the general attitude of White South Africa to education of 

Blacks as having, in the past, been 'too humane to prohibit H, ..• 

too human to encourage it.' (Union of South Africa, 1936: 87, para. 453) 

Writing later still, Pel1s found it understandable that neither of 

the main White pol~tical parties had shown any great enthusiasm for 

the promotion of Black education, 'since farmers, mineowners and 

industrialists vie\'1 them with alarm a process which, as present 
world experience shows} tends to stimulate the labourers to unreason­
able wage demands and uncomfortable social and political aspiratio~s.' 

(Pells, 1956: 146) 

Opposition came also from the White section of the workin~ class 
since the training of Blacks in certain skills threatened the near 
monopoly on semi-skilled and skilled categories of employment which 
White workers had won for themselves. Such opposition was already 
being articulated in the late 1880s. In an article concerning state 
support of 'native education'~ The Christian Express observed in 1888$ 

'The thief feature of the controversy at present is this -
an entire change of the reason why such aid should be 
withheld. Formerly the Natives got too much school ed­
ucation, and were not taughtto use their hands, Now, 
industrial education is in disfavour, because Europeans 
are not tauqht the same, and because native industrial 
work comes ~nto competition with the European artisan. 1 

(chrl.<:::t1"a1~ E"p"'ess "''~Jl (?IO') -'1 J 1°8°· 1 \ ~ ., . ' ,'\. ' . /\ v J. ' . l.. '-. .. . ... u )(). L I 
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Schoolina as contested terrain ----·--'"'---------------..-r-• 

It has been suggested above that the schooling of Blacks con­

tributed, al be it in very · limited measure, i:o certain aspects of 

capitalism's development in South Africa. Yet, the development 

of education in the forms which it takes under particular his­

tori ca 1 cond it i ans is not determined mechan i ca 11 y by pos i tted 
-systemic 'needs' nor evolved rationally on the basis of what 

'logically' might be most funct{onal to capitalist interests: 

the educational arena is contested terrain. Schooling under 

capitalism is never just a machine processing the children of the 

exploited to take their parents' places in the interests of the 

exploiters. While the political representatives of a class, or 

of classes in alliance, may be at.the state controls, there are 
limits to what they can manipulate - limits largely set by the level 

reached in the struggle of the politicallys and otherwise, dis­

po~sessed and by the fact that the implementation of policy depends 

on the collaboration of students and teachers, against the interests 

of whose co~nunities such policy may be. Although workers are ex­

ploited by employers, it is the v1ages~ which they earn through 

employment, that alone gives them access to the means of sub­

sistence which they need for their own and their fa~ilies' sur­
vi~al. It is this - historically transient - mutual dependence 

that lashes the exploiting and exploited classes together in an 

antagonistic bind. Schooling~ while prepariny workers 1 children 

for a life of exploitation, at least enhances the individual's 
chances of find-ing employment at a rate of remuneration relatively 

higher than what the entirely unschooled can earn. 

The latter is part of what might explain the popular en­
thusiasm for even inferior education, wh·ich gathered momentum 
from the fina·1 quarter of the 19th century. In 1880, The Chr·istian 

Express observed, 

1 The thirst for educations and the sacrifices we find 
parents making to give their sons a good education, 
are unexampled except in portions of the Hume country, 
where ed11c.::ition is made the road to success in l"ifo -
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the same use to which the African turns it. 1 (Christian 
Express X (115) 1.4.1880: 2) 

A year later the same newspaper told of a man who had said that he 
1 just _panted' for education for his children, commenting, 1 and 

we are sure that he does not pant. alone. 1 The article coiitinued, 

1 Behind all this l·ies another history which we 
only very partia1iy know, a history of effort and self-
denial, chiefly on the part of parents. One 
young man walks all the way from Natal to get to the 
school he has set his heart upon, and perhaps we see 
the whole in his case clearly. But there are twenty 
other cases where the real amount and extent of effort 
is probably-even greater, on the part of parents and 
friends, and there is not seen but a half-hidden frag­
ment of it. 1 (Christian Express XX (248) 2.3.1891: 1) 

In 1938, The Territorial Magazine - Ipepa Ndaha Lezifunda asserted 

in an editorial, 

'Education amongst Africans will continue for a long 
time yet being the standard on which the economic we-1-
fare of an individual is judged, and any attempt to 
deprive him of those opportunities whereby he may 
attain to such a standard, is murderous. This 
is the time when they ( 1 Africans 1

) should be gathering 
their forces against the threatening illiberal clouds.' 
(Territorial Magazine - Ipepa Ndaba Lezifunda 1 (4) 
15.7.38) 

Another aspect of the context in which to understand this 
demand for education, which Black people have consistently put 
forward from the earliest years of the 20th century, was the in­

fluence of that part of liberal conventional wisdom which has had 
it that change would come 'naturally' when people were educated. 
As articulated by Dr D.G.S. M1 Timkulu, for instance, Africans 'seek 
for integration into the democratic structure and institutions of 
the country. To them one of the most effect·ive ways of achieving 
this is by education - an education essentially no different from, 
or inferior tos that of other sections of the ccmmunity. 1 (quoted 
in Herbstein, 1978: 85 - 6) Or, as spelled out more specifically 
by Isaac A. Mdoda in 1943, 
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'The leadership of any race anywhere in the world 
today should concentrate on EDUC!\TION ~ as its primary 
factor in preparing it for its new defensive position. 

'The political position, for the African, is grave. 
Geographically he has no foothold. He has b~come the 
ward of a suspicious, malicious and heartless civilisation. 

he is hemmed in with a 1 imi t on his movements. He can 
go thus far and no farther. 

' ... how can he get out of this? .. Jt is n6t by 
foolishly fighting back, to be clubbed to death econo­
mically and politically, but by diplomatically man­
oeuvring himself out of the situation with credit to 
himself. 

'Every African ir. his sphere must have himself 
educated to the highest degree~ so as to be able to 
deal with his prejudiced competitor on the spot. 
Therefore) it is the duty of the African to develop 
a high state of i ntel1 i gence superior to his adversary 1 s, 
and use that education for the means of extricating 
himself from.the hole in which he is placed. 1 (Jnkundla 
ya Bantu 6(69) 30.12.43: 1) 

Some Black people believed that White workers enjoyed the relatively 

crnnfortable conditions, which they did. as a result of their having 

been educated. Thus, for example, in a paper presented to the 
Natal Missionary Conference held in July 1920, in Du.rban, D.D.T. 

·Jabavu stated, 

' ... white employees and clerks everywhere are befog 
paid in accordance with the times, either as a con­
sequence of strikes1 threatened strikes, or other 
persuasion. This is all due to the fact that the 
European, being well educated, knows how to speak out 
his sufferings, plead his case intelligently in the 
press, organise to the point of perfection~ enlist 
public opinion in his cause~ arid finaTly force the 
hands of Government.' 0 

( Jabavu, 1920: 2) 

Furthermore, it could be seen that most Blatk leaders were now being 
drawn from amongst those whom ~chooling had equipped with certain 
of the skills they needed in order to be able to ~ead 'effectively' 
on the new terrain of political struggle delimited by the White 
rulers. Those leaders, in turn, supported an educational policy 
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which, as characterised by Shingler, •accorded with their political 

v·ision by caning for universal compu1sory education on European 

lines. Such an education would,they believed, enable African 

children to enter a common society. 1 They saw education 'as pro-

viding a language of global pre-eminance~ as a means of partici­

pating in the structure which had been imposed upon them and of 

_obtaining familiarity with a literature and ideas~ skills and 
techniques which were the source of wealth and power. 

1 

(Shingler, 

1973: 54) 

Black people's faith in education 1 s potential to affect their 

l He-chances as i ndi vi dua 1 s and collective 1y were confronted by 

the harsh realities of racist capitalism. The following is ex­
tracted from a letter to the Editor of The Christian Express, which 

was published under the sub-title, 'Why have you educated me?' 

'Of the many promising ('Native') rnen, thus trained 
(viz for 'industrial 1 purposes), who have gone out 
into the world to make a living, some can be traced 
who are more or less usefully occupied; but sad to 
relate, the majority are not now engaged in the trades 
they learned.. Many of the latter are to be found on 
the Reef and in other places ... associating with the 
lowest class. 

• ... this sad failure, in many cases, is to a 
large extent attributable to the Colour Bar. The 
Trade Unions in South Africa hold a general prin-
ciple nemploy whites 11

• • •••• There is therefore no 
opening for a Native tradesman. 1 

'It is useless to send our children to school to 
learn trades when work, the means of livelihood, is 
denied them .... we Natives are reluctantly compelled 
to raise our voices in protest against this gross 
injustice.' 

.,, 't.Jith the present state of unrest among the Native 
people it would not require much to turn the four 
Provinces of the Un-ion into boisterous little 

11

Balkan 
States 11 • Then the real 11 Black Prob1em 11 would emerge. 
We have no desire to appear to threaten; but wise men 
look facts in the face. Unrest cannot die down while 
the causes of unrest continue. The Native is loyal 
but Iris loyalty is too se"H~re:ly tested vJhen the only 
answer to his cry for industrial justice is 11 Pernicious 
f\gitator 11 •

1 (Christian Express LI (610) 1.9.1921: 
"146) 
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Not all Black people believed blindly in education. Many 

had their faith undermined by the conditions to which the corres­

pondent quoted above was referring. An alternative attitude to 

education was suggested by a remarkable editorial in Inkundla 
ya Bantu which warrants quotation at length. 

'Many of us firmly believe that education \·rill 
solve the European Problem (it is not a Native Problem) 
in this country. Fort Hare has only to turn out thous,. 
ands of graduates and lo and behold the European 
problem will vanish like darkness at the break of day. 
Where exactly the magic of education lies is a question 
we are seldom bothered with. Yet is is absolutely 
necessary for the development of our people to know 
the possibilities and limits of education as it is 
practised today. When we consider that only 30% of the 
Native children of school-going age are at school and 
that over 50% of those are in the Sub-Standards, there 
is reason to be alarmed at the slow prog~ess of Native 
Education. Surely it is time that some form of com­
pulsory educat"ion vrns introduced. Such a step would 
imnediately increase the literacy of the Natives, with 
beneficial results to the development of Bantu "lit­
erature, which at present is in sore need of a reading 
public. But reading alone doth not make a fu11 man. 
Man has to eat to live. It is eating rather than 
readina matter that is fundamental to the existence of 
man. Nowadays educatfon has very largely become 
vocational. It has become a matter of ·1 ife and death. 
It is the means whereby human beings may live in comfort 
and security. viith this knov1ledge: let us ask ourselves 
the quest"ion, 11 to what extent \1Wu1d intensification of 
Nati~e education bett~r the economic position of the 
Natives?!! the answer is, 11 Very ·little inde•?cl." In the 
first place owing to the poverty of the Natives very 
few children would receive the benefit of a vocational 
education. Those luckj enough to go to college would, 
on completibn~ find that ther~ were no jobs for them . 

... it is fundamental to the policy of cheap 
Native labour that the Natives should not be admitted 
to skilled professions. The whole fabric of South 
Africa's industry rests upon cheap Native labour and 
vocational educaiion of the Natives meets with strong 
disapproval and hostile legislatioh. To be approved 
by dominant ~~hite South Africa Native education must 
fit the Native ever to become the ·servant of the 
White man ......... the Nattves must be educated to 
become good servants of the European. 

1 
••• Native education alone especially as we find 

it today is not going to solve the European problem. 
Let our professors and t~achers engaged in Native 
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education realise that they are doing a commendable 
thing namely~ getting a comfortable existence in a 
hard and cruel world. But let them have no illusions 
about being the spearhead of that body of men who see 
visions of the Native people taking a respectable place 
in the body-politic of South Africa. 1 (Inkundla ya 
Bantu 4(42) September 1941: 2) 

It is in these terms that it may be possible to understand -
in spite of the popularly expressed desire for 'education• and the 

marginally better-off positions for which those in school hoped they 

were headed. - significant aspects of the uneven history of Black 

students' resistance to some of what they \·Jere taught and, more 
particularly, to how, and the conditions under which, they were 

taught. Parents, teachers and the Black community at large v..:ei·e, 

at various points, all involved in this resistance~ the history of 
which has been little researched. Of coui··se, the history of Bla.ck 

students' resistance ·;ncludes forn1s which have been manifested in 

White schools as well. There is no implication intended in the 

record of resistance presented in this thesis to the effect that 
Black students were. in a 11, or even most, cases motivated by 

political opposition to whatev~r they might have considered 

responsib.le for their schooling. being as it was. Furthermore, 
aspects of what is included as 'resistance• on the part of Black 

students may be more appropriitely conceptu~lised in some other 
way, just as it may be meaningles~ to conceive of all childish 

indiscipline as being resistance to the objectives of scl1ooling. 

As described above) resistance to schooling goes back to the 

very first formal school: the ·young_ slaves~ for whom it was in­
tended, ran away with such frequency that it had to be closed. The 
earliest form of resistance tci schooling was, indeed, simply 
keeping clear of it_ altogether. However, in the final quarter of 
the last century, there \'Jere.ind·ications of increasing resistance 
on the part of those in schoo 1 s. ·. Di et appears to have been an 
almost perennial issue at the boar-dh1g establishments. For example, 
referr'ing to Lovedale, The Christian Express wrote, in 1876, that 
1 here as everywhere E~1 se, the food question becomes at times a 
11 vexed question 11

.' (Christian Express VI· (70) 1.7.1876: 2 - 3) 
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~/hen students were unab 1 e to a chi eve improv1?ment through negot·i a~· 

tion, they vwuld resort to boycotting the food. In 1873, a section 

of the students at Lovedale protested against 'Kaffirs and Fingoes 1 

being 'not treated with the same justice•, the discrimination 

having allegedly been in favour of the Fingoes. Five meeting~ 

between the Lovedale authorities ·and the students were held on the 

matter, two of which ended at two 0
1 clock in the morning while the 

fifth lasted eight hours and only finished at four 0 1 clock on a 

Sunday morning. The outcome was the ~xpulsion of fifteen students. 

According to a report in the Kaffir Express~ 

'Thouqh 47, who are as truly Kaffirs as the loudest of 
the complainants, have declared that no distinction is 
made~ these 15, with a degjee of insolent and in­
fatuated insubordination persisted in maintaining this 
falsehood and in endeavouring to stir up ill-feeling. 1 

'Those who were ... dismissed were requested to stay 
if they wished) till their friends \'Jere commun"icated 
with. This offer with a good deal of strained bravado, 
they refused to accept •... ' (Kaffir Express JV (40) 
6.1.1874: 7) 

As a further indication of growing resistance by Black students, 
even before the turn of the century, Lovedale's Report for 1893 

identified as 1 a serious evil' then 'pressing', 'a perceptible 
increase of wilfulness and self-assertion showing itself in im­

patience of restraint and sometimes even, as.all Institutions can 
testHy, in curious fits of rebellion in numbers.' (Christ·ian 
Express XXIV (281) 1.1.1894: 3) 

The overall picture in the first· half of the 20th century 
was of sp~radic collective action restricted to single institutions. 

Most of the conce1~ted resistance arose in rural secondary schools 
and teachers' training colleges. Boarders, as opposed to day­
students, tended to be in the forefront and the ages of those who 
played an active role ranged from the rnid-·teens to the early twenties. 
The occasion for, if not the 'cause• of, student resistance was 
generally provided by scime immediate issue or set of issues. The 

most common was the food quest"ion .. According to a letter written to 
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the Editor of Inkundla ya Bantu by one signing him/herself 1 0nce a 
Student', 

'The conditions of living in many of our colleges 
are very poor. Some schools have no proper 
water system. Nearly in all of them, the diet is bad> 
being unscientifically weighted with carbohydrates. 
Now and again you find that the food is poorly cooked 
and inadequate supervision is exercised on its prepara­
tion. Sometimes no proper facilities exist for the 
cleaning of utensils .... I know of quite a famous 
college where students carry the"il' spoons "in their 
pockets .wherever they go. 1 (Inkundla. ya Bantu 8 (102) 
30.6.45: 2 - 3) 

A month previously the same publication had noted, in an editor·ia·1 

concerned with 'the frequent occurrences of strikes in colleges for 

Africar1s 1
, that 1 In the majority of these d·isturbances, the food 

question is always associated in one way or the other with the strike. 1 

(Inkundla ya Bantu 8 (101) 31.5.45: 2) 

Another source of sttife was the oppress·lve a.uthority ;-;hich 

staff wielded over students. Punishment constituted a particularly 
sore issue. To quote an article which appeared in The Territorial 
Magazine - Ipepu Ndaba Lezifunda in 1938, 

'the relations in schools between the teacher and the 
taught border on acute antagonism. What progress 
can be expected where teachers instead of being gu~rdians 
.•. and legitimate advisers of their students are 
turned to be tyrants impos"ing their wi 11, regard1 ess 
of its being illogic, on the students, fa~ling whose 
obedience, punishment follows. 1 

The article referred to 'the question of Punishment' not only as !a source 
of annoyancr. both to the i nfl i ctor and to the person on ~"if-Jorn it is in--

fl icted 1 but also as serving 'to place teacher and student in two dia-
metrically opposed camps.' In addition to the often inappropriate 
reasons for punishment being administered) the 'kinds of punishment 
employed ... enlarge the gulf between teacher and student. The first 
and commonest is abus·ive language "Si11y Asses", 11 Dogs 11

, al1d the rest 
of them .... students ... resent the applica.tion of vulgar language: 
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to them.' Other forms of punishment mentioned in the article in­

cluded 'flogging, clap~ing, kicking' and 'the worst' was expulsion. 

(TerrHorial Magazine - Ipepa Ndaba_ Lezifunda l (9) December 1938: 

6 - 7' . I 

Related to the latter set of issues was another constituted by 

the employment of hlhHe staff who seemed less than sympathet'ic to) 

if concerned at all about, their Bl~ck wards. The following is ex­

traced from an article l'ffitten in 1940 by 'Another Vict·im': 

'Native institutions fail in their duty to produce the 
best trained men and women fit to do their bit. This 
is attributable to two ~actors. First that the teaching 
staff dishing out information to them is composed of 
a white majority who do not understand the conditions 
and the background of the African and secondly the 
Matrons and Lady Superintendents who are supposed to 
mother the \'/Omen students are always white ladies. 

These Matrons, naturally knowing little about 
the African and caring very l"ittle for them act only 
as policemen to read students' letters and mete out 

" l . t I puni s:1men .... 

The writer's particular grounds for protest on this point are 

especially noteworthy since they-contain an in1plicit expectation 

that education could serve Slack pe0ple in the struggle for lib­

eration. The piece proceeds, 

'This needs rectifying, the sooner the better, for the 
good of the African woman \'Jho now fails to stand side by side 
with the African man iri the struggle for liberation 
because she leaves school hopelessly eqtrlpped. African 
progress is hindered by unenlightened woraenfol~. A 
typical example, Boys at Clarkesbury Institution 
organised a strike fairly successfully> though we are 
not sure. 1tJhether they are nov1 provided wHh better 
meals, the Girls remained quiet as though all was well; 
no wonder, poor things, their initiative is thwarted. 
their creative power is misdirected ' (Inkundla 
ya Bantu 3 (28) July 1940: 2) 

That students had no control over the"ir education or, mon: 

specifically, their schoo·is~ was also raised as an issue by them. 
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This is indicated by, for instance, the following, albeit antagonistic, 
extract from an a.rt·icle •tJhich appeared in a 1945 issue of The South 
/\frican Outlook: 

'About the end of March we had at one of our 
Native educational institutions another of those riots 
that from time to time have so di stt!l'bed the·i r 1 i fe 
in the past 25 years. It was not marked by much 
destruction of property ... but the evidence po"ints 
to an attempt on the part of some to do grievous 
bodily injury to at least one member of staff.• 

'Those responsible for the College in question are 
satisfied that it was an attempt on the part of the 
students to usurp authority. It seems unthinkable 
that any.body of pupils should hav~ claimed the right 
to govern, or thought themselves capable of governing, 
an educational institutioh in any of its internal 
affairs or in regard to appointments to the staff, 
but it is just these unthinkable things that are 
happening amongst some African students today. 1 

(South African Outlook 75 (889) 1.5.45: 70) 

Others of what were issues for students included assaults by White 

~taff on students and on Black staff and forced ~~ni~l labour on farms) 
roads and school premises. 

Over the years, students at their various institutions 
organised, pretested and demonstrated over the above sorts of issues. 

Generally, they undertook more concerted collective action only 

after they had made representations to the school authodties and 
after discussions had been conducted. Further action took several 
forms. Students boycotted the food, chapel and classes. On occasions, 
they withdrew the menial labour exacted from them. When sufficiently 
provoked, they confronted the authorities with sticks and stones and 
set fire to property. The most common co"llective action came to be 

that combfr1atfon of the 1 atter forms brought together in what was 
knovm as a 'strike'. Follow"ing a 'strike' which had involved violence 
and destruction by student apprentices at Blythswood Institution on 
17 Februa1~ 1929, The South African Outlook commented thus: 
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1 H1e 11 Strike 11 idea r.1mcmg Nat·ive students had its origin 
in reports brought back from the Rand by Native labourers 
of the methods foll6wed there and of the reckless violence 
of the rtff-raff of Johannesburg in labour disputes~ so it 
has from the first been conceived of not merely as a 
quitting of work, but of blm-1s to be 11 strucki: and damage 
to be done. As this up to ~ate method of getting 
grievances righted it has in the course of the last 
ten years or thereabouts been applied at every one of 
the large Native training institutions, and, as was to 
be expected, the procedure has become i ncreas i ng·ly 
lawless and dangerous. This last incident at Blythswood, 
which apparently arose out of nothing more serious than 
a grievance about bounds ... outdoes its predecessors 
in that it seems to have been from the beginning an 
organised attack upon the staff, with the intent to do 
them serious, if not fatal injury.' (South African 
Outlook 59 (694) 1.3.29: 41 - 2) 

To "i11 ust1~ate something more of what strikes by Black students 

in the f·irst ha.lf of the 20th century involved, an early example of 

one, whi::h occurred at Lovedaie Missionary Institution is described 

below. 

Lovedale, __ 19201 

Loveda·1e had be.en losing money, according to those responsible for .. the 

Jnstitution. In April, 1920, the authorities decided, as one measure 

to reduce running costs, to substitute conventional wheat bread with 

a bread which was made partially from mielie meal. Two years pre­
viously, when ~ similar change had been attempted, the male students 
had gone 'on strike,' smashing windows. Although one consequence 

_.._ ___________ ---------- ---·--··-----

1. Tl1is account is based en reports which appeared just after the 
strike on 25 April 1920 in Grocott's Penny Mait (XCVIX (7919) 

28.4.20: 5; XCVIX (7920) 30.4.20: 2) and, more substantially, 
on a synthesis of evidence given by students and staff of 
Lovedale in the subsequent trial and appeal of 198 of the 
students who had participated, ftS reported in The South African 
Outlook (L (595) 1.6.20: 85 - 7; L(597) 2.8.20: 119 - 21) and 
Grocott's Penny Mail {XCVI.X (7925) 6.S.20: 3; (7925) 6.5.20: 3; 

XClX (7926) 7.5.20: 3; XCIX (7972) 30.6.20: 3). 
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of their action had been that some of them were expelled~ another had 

been that the Inst'itution had reverted to ordinary bread. In 1920, 

even before the nev: bread 1 s introduction, one or more students had 
written up inside the boy's urinal and else~vhere, 'Why not strike 

on the 19th?' This was a referen~e to 19 April when the first 
experimental loaf was scheduled to be baked. Dissatisfaction over 
food had in any case been rising. A month earlier, the boys had 

complained that their diet included insufficient meat and, periodi­

cally,they would complain to the monitors about the food in general. 

On 22 April, 1920, Dr McVicar addressed all the students in the 

dining hall and explained that the new bread would be just as good as 

conventional bread. The students generally did not accept his ex­
planation and interrupted him as he spoke. Three grades of fees were 
paid by Lovedale boarders and only those at the highest paying 

tables were prepared to eat the mielie meal bread that day. After 
the doctor had leftj the monitors advised the students not to eat 
the bread and called a meeting of all the boys. At the· meeting~ it 

was decided to send the monitors to the boarding master in order to 
complain about the bread which had been issued. The next morning, 
another meeting was held at whict1 the monitors reported what the 

boarding master had said. Not so.tisfied with the reply, the boys 

instructed the monitors to see the Acting Principal, Lennox. After 
they had done so, a further meeting was held at which the idea of 
a 'strike' was put forward. 'Our parents are paying for what we 
get and we shouldn't eat the pisis' food the Englishmen want to feed 
us on.' The meeting agreed that they should gather after supper at 
the Technical Building. During the meal that evening Lennox came 
in to describe how the bread was made but also to promise that they 
would have ordinary bread the fo'limdng day. 

After supper on Sunday~ 23 April, all except two cripples and 
'some coloured boys', who had not been invited to the meeting> moved 
off to fetch their blankets and overcoats from the dormitories and 
then congregated at the appointed place. Having collected sticks 
and st.ones, and carr_yi ng a red flag, the students commenced the-if' 

strike by putting the Institution's po\<:er plant out of commission so 
. . . "'""'t I I . I I T l • l B ··i j • .that all the l'ights went out. t11 er smas1rng up t.1e ec.m1ca tn cnng~ 
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dining hall and bookstall the s~udents were on their way to certain of 

the dormitories when confronted by Lennox and McVicar. Some of the 

boys started running away when they saw them but \'Jere called ba.ck by 

two of the leaders who proposed that the vice-principal and doctor 

be stoned. Lennox was struck on the forehead and injured. One of 

the Black teachers, who had shouted to the boys to do no more damage, 

was also pelted with stones before being grabbed and given a few 

cuts with a stick. The students proceeded to the dormHori es, v1hi ch they 

smashed, as they ·did the main educational building. Some of them 
set fire to the strav1 in the gra'in store \.<Jhich was gutted and \\/recked. 

By the time they.were through, almost every window in the establish­

ment, including those of the church, had been broken. All this took 

about an hour after which, having declared their intention cf retur-
ning in the morning, they retired up nearby Black Hill where they 

held a meeting. A student, who was one of the Crown witnesses in 

the subsequent trial> wrote 'minutes' of the latter meeting which 

he presented as part of his evidence and from which the following is 
taken: 

'(l) Let us sign a petition and write all. our grievances 
(2) Choose no spokesman. 
(3) Don't allow the Magistrate to 3Sk yo~ one by one. 
(4) Tonight we should make another strike (Monday 

evening) at the Girls' School so that we should 
all go home. Since we are hungry we should go 
for mie1ies from the fields and destroy the whole 
night.' (quoted in Grocott's Penny Mail XCVIX 
(7925) 6.5~20: 3) 

The Institution was guarded during the rest of the night by 

police, the Lovedale staff and White residents of Alice; they were 

later reinforced by an inspector and 13 policemen from King William's 
Town and still more from out-stations. In the morning, the students 
marched in a body, numbering some 250, to the Magistrates office in 
Alice where they were arrested. From there, they were transferred for 
tria 1 to Grahams town where the l oca 1 ne~,1spaper commented \vryly, 

'The accommodation at the 1 oca l goal wi 11 . . . be severe J,y 
taxed~ but the authorities have made arrangements to 
overcome this difficulty. l\ deduct "ion to be drawn from 
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this is that the war is not without its lessons. 
Barbed wire may yet find a further usefulness'. 
(Grocott;s Penny Mail XCVI.X (7919) 28.4.20: 5) 

When the students appeared on 5 May in the Grahamstown Goal 
for preparatory examination on charges of public violence, arson and 

malicious injury to property, 'in order to simplify ·.;tdentification 
every prisoner wore a large numbered card round his neck ..... ' 

(Grocott's Penny Mail XCVIX (7924 5.5.20: 3) Fifty had the charges 
against them withdrawn, while the remaining 198 students were all 
found guilty of 1 geweld, or public violence'. Fourteen of them were 

singled out as ringleaders for heavier punishment and were each 

sentenced to 3 months' imprisonment with hard labour and a fine of 
£50, or in default of payment, a further 6 months 1 imprisonment 

with labour. The rest received a fine of £15 or, in default of 
payment, 3 months 1 imprisonment \v·i th hard labour. The students' 

appeal was dism-issed by the Grahmstown Supreme Court. 

No evidence has been found of students having attempted, 
during the period under reviewi to broaden their resistance into 
the community. Generally, it remained restricted to the hounds of 

individual establishments. There appears to have been minimal 

student involvement in political organisations. Hov1ever, Bfock 
students do seem to have been responsive both to the conditions 

in society at large and particularly to struggles against those 
conditions. In an editorial arguing that, despite the frequency 
with which the food question cropped up in student strikes, 'the 
p~oblem does not start and end with food', Inkundla ya Bantu · 
stated, 'The strikes indicate a new sentiveness to treatment meted 
out to African students by those schools which have had trouble; 
a natural reaction when the entire African community has began to 
see their problems in the light of their future as full citizens. 1 

(Inkundla ya Rantu 8 (101) 31.5.45: 2) The Committee of Inquiry 
which was appointed by the Loveda1e Governing Council to inves­
tigate the causes of the student 'strike' at the Institution on 
7 f,ug11st ·1946 included in its Report the following summary of the 
grievances which students had aired four days before the strike at 
a mass meet-ing call;;:~d by the Chairperson of the Students' Rep-
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resentative Council to hear complaints: 

I ( ().) 

(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

(f) 
(g) 
(h) 

(.i) 

(j) 

(k) 

( l ) 

{m) 

The sugar ration had been cut since the beginning of 
the session. 
The bread ration had been reduced. 
Shortages in beans and samp. 
The students were not notified of these cuts. 
Failure to implement a promise by the Principal that 
substitutes would be provided. 
The way in which the food was cooked was not appetising. 
Dirty conditions of the lavatories. 
Closing during certa"in hours of the \'JOodyard from which 
hot water was supplied to the students. 
At the Bookstall, Croxley pads were no longer sold to 
the students. 
That the Principals of the High and Training Schools 
11 did not respect the senior students, and that the 
former did not listen to compla·ints". 
That the free supply of paper to typewriting students 
from the High School had been discontinued. 
That members of the Students' Representative Council 
should have more privileges than the prefects. 
That the Students' representatives should be con­
sulted in cases of expulsion for misconduct. 1 

(as reproduced in South African Outlook 77 (909) 
1.1. 194 7: 6) 

The Committee's findings, however, were thJt 'the real causes of the 

di. sturbance' \'/ere not these grievances but rather were traceab·I e to 

factors enumerated in its Report as follows: 

I ( i) 
. (ii) 

(iii ) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

General state of unrest throughout the world; 
Race Consciousness, evident not only in South Africa~ 
but in other parts of the world - in India, Java, the 
Middle East, and African Colonies and elsewhere; 
The tendency on th~ part of the students to assert 
their f~eedom of action, and the urge to do things 
for themselves; 
The Colour Bar and the Economic Disabilities of the 
African people; 
Resentment of authority and weakening of discipline 
during the war period and the breakdown of tribal and 
parental control ; 
Political influences,both within and outside th~ 
Institution, political propaganda~ the distribution 
of inflammatory 1 i terature, and undes i rab 1 e contacts 
during the vacati ans. 1 (as reproduced in South African 
Outlook 77 (909) 1.1.1947: 13) 

Elaborating on the latter point ~arlier in,its Report, the Coranittee of 

Inquiry stated, 
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1 it should be emphasised that there is a growing middle 
class comprising the advanced elements of the Af1·ican 
people, which is becoming of great political significance, 
and which has its 0ost active expression in demands for 
the abolition of laws specifically affecting Africans 
and for increased representation on public bodies and 
in the Legislature. Their views are represented by 
the Native Representative Council, by organisations 
of considerable influence and by a number of news-
papers and political pamphlets and bulletins. 

1 This interest in politics has extended to the 
schools, and it was stated that even at the High 
School stage students take a keen interest in the 
political situation. 

•some witnesses suggested that the facts of life 
were sufficient to influence the minds of the students, 
while others drew attention to the danger that has 
arisen from a flood of inflammatory literature, that 
has found its wa.y among them. 1 (as reproduced in South 
African Outlook 77 (909) 1.1.1947: 12) 

Significantly, the Report also brought out ... 

'the fact that the disturbance synchronised with the 
unrest that ended in a strike of African mine workers 
on the Witwatersrand Gold Mines on 12 Augusts 1946. 
The movement organised by the African Mine Workers 
Union actually began on 19 May, 1946, and the decision to 
strike was taken on 4th August. Meanwhile the organisers 
of the strike were actively engaged in making propaganda, 
and there is little doubt that the strike bulletins 
that reached Lovedale during this period and the 
atmosphere brought back by students, some of whom came 
from the Reef, after the June-July vacation, contri­
buted to the general disaffection. 1 (as reproduced in 
South African Outlook 77 (909) l.l.1947: 12) 

Another source of resistance within thB school system was a 
section of the teaching corps. It is probably impossible ever to 

determine the extend of attempts by teachers to undermine that 

system through what.and how, they taught under cover of closed 
classroom doors. Overt resistance on the part of Black teachers 
in the first half of the century was limited -in all respects. When 

they did raise their voices publicly it was most commonly to demand 
higher salaries and better working conditions for themselves. On 

6 May! 1944, for example, teachers along the Reef staged demonstration 
in support of their demand for improved saiaries. Teachers and 

community members process through the s trl~ets of \1ohannesbur~J singing 
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'Morena Boloka' and bearing banners on which their demands - which 

also included free universal education and more schools - were 
inscribed. After the demonstration, a large rally was addressed by 

numerous leaders of groups and organisations including the President­

General of the ANC, Dr A.G. Xuma, who pledged Congress' support for 

the teachers and pleaded for unity in their ranks as the only way 
of struggling through to victory. (Inkund1a ya Bantu 7 (78) 17.5.4-4-: 5) 

As a result of concerted agitation around the issue of teachers' pay, a 

commission \.Vas appo1nted in the Transvaal to investigate the matter. 

(Inkundla ya Bantu 7 (80) 17.6.44: 3) Also in May, 1944, 'Indian' 
teachers at Sastri College in Durban decided to strike for higher 

salaries and better working conditions (Inkundla ya Bantu 7 (79) 

31.5.44: 3) Jn. June of. the same year, a 'mammoth meeting' of 

the United Cape African Teachers Association, held over four days 

at Willowvale in the Transkei, threatened n1ilitant action if the 
Government did not respond to its sa 1 ary demands. ( Inkund·1 a ya 

Bantu 7 (82) 17.7.44: 3) To the extend that teacher resistance was 

taken further in organised form, this was done mainly by th~·ee 

organisations: the Cape African Teachers' Association (CATA), the 

Transvaal African Teachers' Association (TATA) and the Teachers'· 

League of South Africa (TLSA), which were all affiliated to the 

Non-European Unity Movement ( NEUM) - the farmer two v1:a the A 11 

African Convention (AAC) and the latter via the Anti-Coloured 
Affairs Department Movement (An~i-CAO) - which, from its inception 

' 
in 1943, had placed education high amongst its priorities. 

Resistance crune also from outside the school system, in· 
particular from parents' and political organisations. A parents' 
association was formed in Natal as early as 1939. Another was 
formed in the transkei during the 1940s. Parents opposed Native 
Education in its structure and in its content, in its componei1t 
parts and in toto. Amongst the resolutions adopted unanimously 
at the first conference of the Bantu Parents Association in Natal, 

held on 30 June, 1939, in Durban, were the following: 

'That this Conference condemns the new method of 
instruction to Native children, that is the:mediurn of 
instruction to be Zulu from Std I to Std ~V.' 
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'The Conference holds that the Official Languages 
of the Union must for the purposes of Native Education 
be recognised as the medium of instruction in our 
Native Schools, and that lessons must be in either or 
both of the Official Languages. 

'Zulu to be used in the early stages only as a 
part subject.' 

'While this Conference is in favour of the Union 
Government taking over Native Education from the 
Provincial Administration, it strongly opposes the 
transfer of Native Education to the Native Affairs 
Department. 

'l~e urge very earnestly on the Minister of Native 
Affairs (Education) not to establish a precedent that 
is totally opposed by all parents of Native children.' 

'This Conference would like to see all schools 
controlled by the Government direct, and that Govern­
ment Aided Schools be transferred accordingly.' 
(Territorial Magazine - Ipepa Ndaba Lezifunda 2 (18) 
September 1939: 3) 

In January 1944, the so.me body held a meeting in Ladysmith 'with 

a view to enabling all parents in Natal to present a firm front 
against Native Education.' (Inkundla ya Bantu 6 (71) 31.1.44: 3) 

The following is extracted from an article which appeared in 

a 1943 issue of Inkundla ya Bantu: 

1This 11 Native Education" seems to-day to mean a specia.1 
type of ·inferior education which is meant to lull the 
Native into the old sleep that has weighed him down for 
decades already; and to keep the Native lingering in 
the vestib1.1le of knowledge, wallovJing in the quagmire 
of the slash and ooze of ignorance. Cui bono? The 
big dog,of course, reaps the benefit thereof.' 
'We must do a\11ay with this "dummy so1~t" of education. 
It is as cruel or rather as generous .as offering a 
stone to an unsuspecting ignorant child who craves 
for bread.' (Inkundla ya Bantu 6 (68) 30.11.43: 5) 

Two months later~ the same publication asserted~ 1The African does 
not want Native Education and he is determined to wage a ruthless 
struggle to give to his child that education which ~ill make him the 
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equal of any other South African, White or Yellow.' (Inkundla ya 

Bantu 6 (71) 31.1.44: 3) Further, it interpreted the Natal provin­

cial authorities' appointment of a commission of inquiry into Native 
Education as 'a Government reaction to the fact that Bantu parents 
in this province have publicly challenged the principle on which 
Native Education is based - the principle of African development 

along separate and inferior lines. African parents demand education 

for full citizenship and not for sefvitude. '. (Inkundla ya Bantu 
7 (30) 17.6.44: 3) 

The 1939 conference of the Natal Bantu Parents Association 

expressed its opposition 'to the system of teaching children only 
over-sea history in the Primary Schools'. (Inkundla ya Bantu 2 

(18) September 1939: 3) In 1946, Inkundla ya Bantu took history 

as an example of what had to be opposed in Native Education on 

the level of the curriculum, stating, 'Our history, in our schools, 
seeks to perpetuate this doctrine of White superiority and it is 
time we raised our voices in protest against it. 1 (Inkundla ya 

Bantu tX (119) May 1946: 2) Professor Z.K. Matthews, in a review, 

which he wrote in 1946, of Native Education over the previous 25 
years, stated, 

'opposition has come in the main from the African 
people themselves. They have pointed out that there 
was a danger of their children being given a form of 
education which might be more of a handicap to them 
than anything else. They have demanded for their 
children an education which takes due account of the fact 
that they are living in the modern world, in an envifon­
ment which includes both Western and African elements 
linked together indissolubly. Their view has been 
that they will not tolerate any course which purports 
to prepare their children for a purely African environ­
ment when they know that such a thing no longer exists 
in South Africa. Without advocating a slavish following 
of the curricula requirements of European schoo·1 s, 
they have insisted upon the necessity for constr:uct-ing 
cur curricula in such a way that all children can, in 

·accordance with their varying talents, be led into the 
common heri tag2 of man "in a 11 fields of human kri0v11 edge 
and skill.' {Inkundla ya Bantu 7G (905) 2.9.46: 140) 

Parents and others demanded consistently that the quality of 
education be improved, that it be offered free, .and that it be made 
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compulsory. In ·1909, the APO, through the colums of its official 

organ, urged 

'further attention being paid to, and fuller pro­
vision being made for, the education of the coloured 
children of the (Cape) colony .... justice demands it. 
The coloured ratepayers bear their share of the burden 
of government, and are justly entitled to fuller 
facilities for education; and we are convinced that 
the only solution of the education problem will be 
found in making primary education free, secular, and 
compulsory for coloureds as for whHes.' (APO 3.7.09) 

Another of the resolutions adopfed by the conference of the Bantu 

Parents Association mentioned above was as follows, 'The Parents 
Association requests that schooling bf Native children should be 

free and should be on the same basis as other schools of Non­
Europeans made compulsory.' (Inkundla ya Bantu 2 (18) September 

1939: 3) In 1944, Inkundla ya Bantu referred to 'the rising tide 

of African agitation for better Education. 1 It observed, 'On the 

education front Africans are gradually marshalling their forces 

for united action ...... The struggle for better education and 

higher salaries is a national affair and part of the national 
struggle.• (Inkund.la ya Bantu 7 (80) 17.6.4-4: 4) 

The most fundamental question to be rc.ised by those strir.t1y 
outside the school system was that of its control.The 1939 con­

ference of the Bantu Parents Association recorded its conviction 
that 'the time has come when the Authorities in charge of Native 

Education should consult the parents of the Bantu children in any 
change in school syllabus and other changes that v1tally.~oncern. · 
the Education of the Native children. 1 (Territorial Magazine -
Ipepa Ndab.a LezHuncla 2 (18) September 1939: 3) In 1944, Inkundln ya 
Bantu . asserted 'the eternal right of the African parent to say 

~ what form of education shall be given to his child.' (Inkundla ya 
Bantu 6 {71) 31.1.44: 3) Either out of naiv~t~ or for polemical 
p~rposes; the same publication interpreted the inclusion of Africans 
in the commissions appointed by the provincial authorit·ies of the 
Transvaal and Natal to report on Black teachers'salaries and Native 
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Education, respectively, as indicating, 

'an acceptance (by the Government) of the prfociple that 
the Black man must have a voice in the making of the 
laws which affect him, and, therefore, a first assurance 
that after all the foolish experiments with Native 
Education, it (Native Education) will cease to be a 
pol i ti ca 1 .instrument used by the \~hiteman to curb 
the free development and training of the African's, 
intellect and therefore an instrument to make the 
Bantu satisfied with an inferior position in the 
State.• (Inkundla ya Bantu 7 (80) 17.6.44: 3) 

A few attempts were made to circumvent state control of schooling 
by setting up independent schools supposedly beyond the reach of state 

policy. The Second Annual Congress of the Cape Trade Unions held 

during 1920 in Cape Town resolved 1 nbt to leave the children of the 

workers in the Cape any longer at the mercy of Capitalist Public 

Schools~ but to get busy in establishing a labour College in Cape 
Town, at the earliest possible moment. 1 It was proposed to teach 

initially the following subjects: 

'(l) History (from t!1e workers' and mater-ialist points 
of v·i ew) 

(2) History and Development of Trade Unionism 
(3) Sociology 
( 4) Economics. 1 

(Bolshevik 1 (8) May 1920: 7) 

Attempts which did come to limited fruition were those of'Black 
parents in the Transvaal where by 1948 there were 1 shanty 1 secondary 
schools, as they were known~ in Orlando, Western Native Township, 
Brakpan, Atteri dgevi 11 e and Jl.l exandra (Lodge, 1980: 43) Finally, 
there were occasions when parents attempted to intervene in the school 
system direct.ly. One such instance was the boycott of Brakpan's 
Amalgamated M·ission School in 1944. To protest the Department of 
Education's dismissal of a politically active teacher, mothers of 
some of the school 1 s 900 students picketed th~ school entrance and 
persuaded the students to return h~ne. (Lodge, 1980: 44) 

The various forms of resistance which had been arising in and 
around the schools by the time the National Party came into power 
contained the seeds of what were for the dominant classes ominous 

potential developments from below. 
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The National Party brought to government a new emphasis on 

Black schooling. There was the almost immediate appointment, in 

January 1949, of the Commission on Native Education headed by Dr 

W.W.M. Eiselen. The Commission reported in 1951 and, pursuant to 

its recommendations, the Bantu Education Act was passed in 1953. 

A Commission on Coloured Education was set up in the Cape in 1953 

although it was only in 1963 that the Coloured Persons Education 

Act was passed. The latter provided for the control of education 

for children classified Coloured to be transferred from the provinces 

to a Division cf Education within the Department of Coloured Affairs. 
This transfer of control was effected in the Cape and Transvaal on 

1 January, 1964, and in Natal and the Orange Free State en l /\pril ~ 

1964. The last legislative bricks were laid in the wall of seg­

regated schoo 1 i ng by the· Indian Education Act of 1965 which 

similarly, provided for the transferal of the control of education 

for people classified Indian from the provinces to the Department 

of Indian Affairs. Its provisions were applied th~oughout Natal 

and to the Transvaal College of Education for Asiatics as from l 

April, 1966, and, a year later, it came into ope1·ation in the 

Transvaal generally. The Act came into operation in the Cape on 
1 Apri 1 , 1970. 

Opponents of the system of Bantu, Coloured and Indian Educ&tion 
have tended to portray it as having been a~ entirely new approach to 
Black schooling, which, as the brainchild of Nationalist ideologues, 

who ignored what was functionally required for continued economic 
growth, deviated from the enlightened direction of the mainly 

mission Native Education which it superceded. Such an interpretation, 
however, is misleudfog. First of all, it involves a distorted notion 

of what the schooling of Blacks consisted in prior to the introduction 
of Bantu, Coloured and Indian Education; secondly, it overlooks all 
of what the National Party carried over into Bantu, Coloured c:rnd Indian 
Education from the educationa.·1 system which H had ·inherited from 

previous regimes, the fact being that there were both continuities and 
discontinuities; and, tbird1y, its assumptions about what was 
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functionally required for 'economic growth' are unsubstantiated. 

There had never previously been a coherently formulated 
educational policy integrated into overall state strategy. The 
Eiselen Commission proposed one. Various changes followed the 

implementation of the Bantu Education Act. Black schools were taken 

out of church and other non-state hands and control.was centralised 
in Pretor-ia. Syllabus revision became centrally dictated. The 
pi~·imary schoo1 sy"ilabi, which were fina1ly enforced in 1956~ 

stressed obedience, communa.1 loyalty~ ethn"ic and national diversity, 

acceptance of allocated social roles, piety, and identification with 

rural culture. Teachers were to be as rigidly regimented as prac­
tically possible. Schools were as far as possible reorganised on a 
fragmented sectionalist or 'tribal' basis. They were 'Bantu-ized' 

in personnel and, to a certain extent, in medium of instruction. 
Schooling was to contribute to the revival of 'Bantu Culture' and 
brought into line with 1 Bantu Social· Institutions.' At post­

primary level the schools were as much as possible located away 
from the urban areas. Community participation was introduced 
via partially elected committees and boards under the aegis of 

'Bantu Authorities'. Greater numbers were to ~e brought in for at 

least an elementary schooling. At the same time, cost per student 
was reduced by means of, inter alia, shorter double sessions dri.ily, 
employing more underqualified teachers, paying minimal safaries to 
Black teachers, discriminating even further against women teachers~ 
pegging the amount of the state's financial contribution, extracting 
more from the African communities themselves, taking away school 
feeding services, and the abolition of caretakers' posts making the 
students responsible for school cleaning. Finally~ it became illegal 
to operate a school not registered with the Department of Bantu Affairs. 
The question is what the.developments were that led to this new state 
interest in, and modified approach to, Black school"ing and what type 
of response to those developments Bantu, Coloured and Indian 
Education represented. 

One important development coinciding with the period in which 
the new regime was fashioning "its educational policy \vas the rise of 
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manufacturing indust1·y. This 'led to increased demand for workers 

\\Ii th some level of literacy and numeracy as we 11 as semi-ski 11 ed and 

skilled workers. In contrast, the growing numbers of Black job­

seekers with clerical-type skills could not be absorbed within the 

particular racist structure of employment which prevailed. Yet, 
the training of any substantial layer of Black workers in th~ skills 

~hich were increasingly being sough~, could not be undertaken at 
that t·ime by the National Party government without threaten'ing the 

White workers' priviliged position as 'labour aristocracy.' \it is 

suggested that part of what Bantu Education was initially to do, was 

to reduce the number of Black people with medium-level academic 
qualifications to that minimum required mainly as teachers and 

functionaries in the Bantustan bureaucracies. At the same time, it 

was to increase the number of workers with skills limited to a level 

which would not threaten the White working class but be sufficiently 

high for them to move into the growing number of semi-skilled jobs 
being opened up through the process of deskilling and job fragmentation. 

Bantu Education was also to begin expanding the number of workers with 

basic literacy and numeracy. 

While not wishing to diminish the significance of what has 
been put forward so far, it will now be argued th&t Bantu Education, 

along with Coloured and Indian Education, were first and foremost 

part of a broader state reaction to factors other than the 'purely 

economic' demands of the labour market. 

Accelerated capital accumulation - as a result of the expansion 
of the manufacturing industry and the opening up of the neVJ gold f·ields 
in the Orange Free State and uranium mines in the West Rand and Klerks­
dorp areas - meant a growing need for labour. Taxes imposed to smoke 
the people off the remnants of their land combined with &n accelerated 
rate of economic collapse in the reserves to produce an ever faster 
flow of Black workers to the urban areas. The potential political 
consequerices of the development of a massive oppressed. and ultra­
exploited Black proletariat concentrated around the cities were 
recognised by the National Party ... and feared. Already in the 
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years fo'llowing the end of !<Jotid l4ar 11 t·he po·1 1·t,,·cal consciousness 
of Black South i\fr'icans v:as risir.g rapidly.· The spirit of tifr·ica.n 

nationalism was asserting its~lf .with unprecedented force and the call was 
out for the unity of a.11 oppressed peop1e. l Encouraged by the impact 

that anti-imperialist struggles were having in the colonised 
countries of Africa and Asia and the success of the people's war 
in China, a new feeling of solidarity and power was gathering 
momentum and being expressed in open struggle. The workers in the 
~ities were making increasing use of strike action which included 
most notably the bloodily suppressed African Miners' Strike of 

August 1946. In solidarity with the mine workers' stand, the African 
workers of Johannesburg attempted to organise a general strike. At 
the same time, resistance to the authorities' rule in the 1~eserves 

was widespread and determined. The Government could not but have 
recognised these developments for what they were: a most grave 
threat to their very economic foundations. The Cape Times asserted 

in an editorial on 17 October 1946, 'The race problem today is \vorse 
than it has ever been throughout ·our history . . . . Re 1 at ions bet1·Jeen 
European and Non-European were never nearer breaking-point.' (Cape 
Times 17.10.46) 

The National Party saw that the Black nationalist move~ent, 
in the process of consolidating itself, was either going to become 
controlled by the liberal agents of irnper-ialist) 'anti-apartheid' 
capitalism or would accept the leadership of the Black fraction of 
the working class. For the National Party, represent"ing ·bas·ically 
the alliance between the White fraction of the working class and 
domestic agriculatural, manufacturing an~ finance capital, neither 
could be counternanced. Its leaders realised that merely to continue 
the repression of revolts and the suppression of political organisa­
tion could not in ti1e the long run suffice to save the racist 
structures of exploitation and domination. It was in response to 

these conditions that a new strategy started to take shape. 

The underlying strategic conception was based on the belief 
of the National Party that no political rights could be gr.anted to 
Africans v..:ithin a common South /.\frican framework without inevHably 
provoking the demand for ful"! political rights within that common 
framework and viithout setting in rnot"ion a process ovr:r \vh·ich they 
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would eventually lose control and which would then result in open 

civil war or complete capitu1qtion. The Government recognised that 

the granting of any political rights to Africans as national citizens 

could only fost~r the further development of African nationalism. 
The process of withdrawing from Africans what minimal political 

rights they had, was completed by the Promotion of Bantu se-lf­

Government Act of 1959. In debtaing the latter piece of legislation 

before enactment, the Minister of Bantu Administrati~n and Development 

argued that if the principle of African representation was accepted, 

' ... then the Ba~tu would have to accept this Parliament 
as his Parliament, and he would then become involved in a 
struggle in which he would demand representation in this 
House on at least the same basis as the White man. That is 
the trouble which awaits South Africa ....... if there are 
people who say that the Bantu will always be satisfied 
to be represented in Parliament by a few people, I say to 
them that they are living in a fool's paradise. No nation 
in the world would agree to it, and still much less the 
proud Bantu. 1 (Hansard, 1959: para. 6009) 

This is what the more liberal section within the superordinate classes 

seemed to have failed to appreciate. During the House of Assembly 

debate over the Transkei Constitutior1 Bill in 1963 the Leader of the 
Opposition argued as follows: 

de Vi1.l.iers Graaff': 'They (the Nat"ionalists) bel'ieve that 
fhere·are only two policies in South Africa. The one 
policy they say is complete separation, and the other 
policy, they say, is complete integration~ complete 
equality, one man one vote.' 
A National·ist interjeei9r : 'Tell us, how are you going 
to stop that?' 

de V.iU_iers Graa.ff: 'If the ... Prime. Minister thinks 
that he can keep the entire mass of the Bantu population 
living permanently in the Republic which controls our 
destinies, how can he deny that we {the United Party) 
can do something much smaller ... and restrict the rep­
resentation that we intend to give them in Parliament? 
Our policy at least has a safety-valve. It gives a 
degree of representation ... eight representatives of 
the Bantu people in. Parliament will be far less dangerous 
than eight sovereign Black states.' {Hansard, 1963, 
paras. 2265, 2272) 
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The Nationalists~ however, knew from their own history what 

potential lay in the fusion of working class consciousness and 
notionalist ideology - H had helped propel their mm party into 
power. They knew that~ for their own future, the working class had 

to be fragmented and the basis of a national {black) consciousness 
broken. Thus, central to their strategic objectives was the defusion 

of African nationalism through a systematic attempt to retribalise 

African consciousness in such a v.rny that the resultant fragmentation 

into tribal splinters would obstruct its further development. It 

was primarily for these purposes and in order to entrench the status 
of the bulk of the oppressed as literal non-citizens by placing them 

politically in a sphere completely removed from that of South African 

citizenship~ that the Bantustans were devised. The political dead-
end of the Bantu Authorities were intended to divert African nationalist 

demands away from the White Parliament as the formal seat of political 

power in South Africa. 

The same strategic conception lay beneath Verwoerd 1 s introduction 
of Bantu Education and provides the key to understanding the critical 

new dimension in the schooling of Black South Africans. The Black 

oppressed had to be put outside the sphere in which the wealth of the 
land was owned and controlled. In Verwoerd's notorious words: 

1 There is no p 1 ace for h ·i m in the European community 
above the level of certain forms of labour ... for that 
reason it is of no avail for him to receive a training 
which has as its aim absorption in the European com­
munity, where he cannot be absorbed. Until now he has 
been subjected to a school system which drew him away 
from h·is own community and misled him by sho\ving him 
the green pastures of European society in which he was 
not allowed to graze. 1 (Verwoerd, 1954: 24) 

Bantu Education was to prepare young Africans psycho-idealogi­
cally for where the Bantustans placed them physically and politically. 
To that end, Bantu Education, according to Verwoerd, 'should stand 
with both feet in the reserves and have Hs roots in the spirit and 
being of Bantu society ...... The basis of the provision and organi-
sation of education in a Bantu ComrnunHy should, wher2 possible, be 
the tribal organisation.' (Verwoe~d, 1954: 23) The Bantu Education 



Act was passed by Parliament two years ~fter the Bantu Authorities 

Act. Where the latter was intended, ·lnt:e1~ aZia, to create a 

separate 1 Bantu Community', the former was aimed to fit Afr·ican people 

into it. The Bantu Authorities were designed for indirect, but rigid, 
rule through Government-recognised (or Government-created) chiefs and 
headmen; it was under the contra '.l of these very Bantu Authorit"ies 

~hat the Bantu Education Act placed the control of so-called 

•community schools 1
• The emphasis of the Bantu Authorities Act on 

tribal divisions was reflected by the Bantu Education Act particu­

larly in its provisions concerning language medium and the exclusive 

tribal composition of schools. At every point, Bantu Educatfon vws 

designed to back up the Bantustans. Where there was a limit to the 
capacity of Bantustans and •group areas' to remove all Black people 

all of the time physically from the context in which the wealth of 
the land was owned and controlled, Bantu, Coloured and Indian 

Education was designed to help remove them psycho-ideologically 
and 'resettle' them in their separate 'places• of subordination. 

State response to the resurgence of Black resistance and the 
rapid rise of an urban working class was not restr'icted to the 
broad political strategy described thus far. New mechanisms of 

control were introduced and old ones overhauled. Through the Native 
and Coloured Affairs Departments, the labour bureaux, the pass laws, 
the locatioi1 system, group areas, and a web of restrictive leg­

islation, the lives of Black people were regimented in effectively 
every aspect. Where this regimentation was in the main physical, 
the system of Bantu, Coloured and Indian Education was aimed at the 
mind. The regime recognised what was argued in an ANC document at 
the time, viz that the people 1 s ... 

•surest guarantee for ultimate victory in their strug9le, 
and the greatest threat and danger to white exploitation 
and domination is the political consciousness of the 
masses of the oppressed people, their contact with 
current world events and trends in international relation­
ships~ thefr acquaintance with and knowledge of the history 
of the liberatory movement in other parts of the wor1d, 
and their unity of purpose with all democrats in this 
ccuntr_v and abroad - a unity which transcends racial or 
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ethnic differences and strikes at the very foundations 
of the social, economic, and political structure. 1 

(Memorandum on Bantu Education with Special Reference 
to the Decision of the 42nd Annual Conference of the 
ANC. Undated. Quoted in Feit, 1967: 150 - 151) 

The system of Bantu, Colo11red and Indian Education was designed 
to control the direction of thought, to delimit the boundaries of 
knowledge, to restrict lines of communication, and to curtail contact 
across language barriers. It aimed to dwarf the minds of Black 

children by conditioning them to servitude. Like the segregated and 
inferior schooling before it, the system of Bantu, Coloured and 
Indian Education was intended to prepare Black children for the 
subordinated positions that awaited them in such a way that they 
were appropriately equipped with limited skills as well as ready to 
resign themselves to their exploitation. White supremacy would be 
secured if the Black product of schooling was, as expressed in the 
same ANC memorandum, 1 a person who ac'cepts in ful1 the Nationalist 
policy of Apartheid, of White domination of the master-servant 
relationships as betv.Jeen White and Black; a person ... whose 
highest aspiration will be to assert the superiority of his own 
tribe over other tribes ... a creature whose mind will have been 
thoroughly regimented into willing acceptance of the status quo.' 

(quoted in Feit, 1967, 151) 

The more direct linking of Black schooling with the Native and 
Coloured Affairs Departments was designed to achieve a stricter and 
more rigid, a more efficient and effective~ a more completely 
totalitarian control of student and teacher both in and out of school, 
than had been possible with the less direct link through the provincial 
and church administrations. According to the Minister of Education, in 
1957, 1 Controi by the government was needed as it was necessary to 
prevent undesirable ideological developments such as had disturbed the 
non-white institutions not directly under the Charge of the government 
and as the Bantu authorities had not developed to take over this 
control.' {Hansard, 1957: 27 - 9 May) Control seemed clearly to have 
been the operative objective. As the production of skills was rela­
tively unimportant, 1 standards 1 could safely be sacrificed; this accounts 
for how it was possible to increase the numbers in school so greatly 
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with minimal increase in expenditure. The goal was to bring greater 

numbers of Black youth into the ambit of direct control. Thus, 

although the system of Bantu, Coloured and Indian Education 

certainly perpetuated and extended the educational starvation, 

religious indoctrination, and inferiority of previous Black 

schooling, it was never intended as a simple denial of educational 
opportunities but represented a more calculated attempt to subvert 

the political and economic aspirations of Black South Africans. And, 

as has been seen, it was an attempt tightly articulated with a 
broader political strategy developed by the political representatives 

of the superordinate classes to defend their threatened order. 

J. Opposition to Bantu. Coloured and 1ndian Education 

Student resistance during the nearly seven years which elapsed 

between the National Party's v·ictory at th2 White polls on 26 May, 1948, 

and the formal introduction of Bantu Education on 1 Aµril, 1955, con­
tinued in much the same fonn as it had been manifesting itself before. 

For instance, in February, 1950, forty students of St Matthews College 

in the Cape \vere convicted 'in the l\ei'skamr;1ahoek Magistrate's Court on 

charges of public violence. Later in the same year, student 1 strikes 1 

- in the form of boycotts, not violent attacks - at tvm ·institutions 
in the Transkei, St John's College~ Umtata,and the Shav1bury Methodist 

Institute, occurred within six weeks of each other. The latter 
institution was closed for two days, during June, following the 'strike'. 
The female' students~ objecting to the food served, had boycotted the 
dining-hall. They had gone to a nearby hill and, refusing to return, 

they had been joined by their male counterparts. The police had been 
ca 11 ed and they stood by before, fi na 1 ly ~ 400 students v-1ere sent home. 

In September that year, 200 students were dismissed from Adams College, 
Natal, for breach of discipline. They had refused to eat their lunch, 
stayed away from thei0 afternoon classes and refused tb attend chapel. 
They were accused of having been planning to destroy school property 
and injure 'loyal' students. In Ju.ly, ·1952, 74 stud-::nts fron: the 
Mfundisweni hostels of the Faku Institution, near Flagstaff) were 
found guilty of violence arising from a 'disturbance' in which the 

boarding mistress of the girls' dormitory was a.ttacked. The fo11owing 
month, 84 students \\'ere arn~sted for 1 rioting' at tht:> Bensor.va le 
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Training School near Aliwal North in· the Herschel district. All the 

institution 1 s thatched buildings we~e burnt down, food supplies 

were destroyed, and wi ndm'lls were broken. When the po 1-l ce arrived, 

they were heavily stoned while firing shots into the air. The 

students were protesting against the dismissal of one of their 
teachers as well as alleging that there was no co-operation between 

White and Black teachers at the institution. Towards the end of the 

same year, there was intra-student conflict at Orlando High School 

after three of its teachers, having been sacked, set up a school of 

their own. Students 'stoned, stabbed and battered' other students 

of the school and even shots were said to have been fired. On 14 

May, 1953, 184 students at Bethal Training Institute, near Coligny 

in the Transvaal ~ere ~rrested after they had stoned, and used gallons 

of petrol to set fire to, classrooms and the principal 's house. Their 

grievances included bad food, weak milk, overcrowding, insanitary 

conditions, and the fact that one student had been dismissed after 

allegedly i·eturning from a footbaal match drunk. Six days lat(~r, 

42 students at Indalcni Training College, near Richmond in Natal, 

were arrested after they had burnt down t0o offices and a classroom. 

(Drum, July 1953) 

In Octobei· 1953, students at the Healdtown Native M·issionary 

College near Fort Beaufort in the Eastern Cape mobilised around a 

number of issues about which they were dissatisfied. They demanded 

the improvement of certain conditions which they claimed were inter­

fering with their studies. They complain~d that, since the appoint­

ment of a new boarding master, the seniors had been deprived of the 

privilege of elect"ing their prefects. The dignity of the seniors had 

been further impaired by placing juniors in posit-ions v1hich seniors 

had previously held. The ser1ior students also objected to the standard 

of the food~ to being compelled to take turns working from 3 a.m. in 
the bakery, to having to wash dishes) to being used in the repairing 

of roads, to being debarred from visiting the girls' hostel and to 

being p;,.-evented from v·isit-ing re1at·ives. The students submitted a 

written list of SUQgested improvements to the boarding master but he 
refused to consider them. Approximately a hundred senior students 
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then embarked on what they called a strike, refusing their meals or 

even to be seated in the dining hall. After two days of their 

passive resistance campaign, the College authorities ordered them 

to leave. Initially, the students refused to comply but, when a 

police detachment, gathered from Cradock, Bedford, Adelaide, Fort 

Beaufort and A"I ice, arr-i ved to expel them forcibly~ they left with­

out further resistance and boarded trains for their homes in Cape 

Town, Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth, parts of the Transkei and other 

centres. (Rand Daily Mail 30.10.53) 

No evidence of overt sutdent opposition to the Eiselen Commis­

sion's proposals or the Bantu Education Bill was found. They would 

not seem to have been at issue even in a 'disturbance' during May, 

1955, at Xedwaleni Training School which resulted in the expulsion of 

thirty student leaders. 

It was teachers who mounted the first concerted resistance and 
\ 

they did so pri nci pally through three or9ani sati ons: the Cape African 

Teachers' Association (CATA) and the Teachers' League of South Af1·ica 

(TLSA) - both affiliated to the All African Convention (AAC) - and the 

Transvaal African Teachers• Association (TATA). Not long after the 

Eisel en commission had been appointed, TATA 1 s journal, The Good 

Shepherd, attacked its raison d'etPe in the fonovJing terms: 'It wants 

to find out how it can give the 1-'\frican the training necessary to 

make him an efficient worker, without giving him any real education, 

for the simple reason that it would be dangerous if the oppressed 

sector of the population were sufficiently advanced to fight for their 
freedom.' (quoted in Lodge9 1980: 47) According to Lodge, 1 A group of 
Orlando teachers, who were elected in 1951 to leading positions on the 
TATA Executive, began to campaign quite effectively along the Reef, 
organising meetings of teachers and parents to explain and condemn 
the f"indings of the Eiselen Commission. From 1952 T1;TA began 
organising anti-Bantu Education teachers' conferences in Jol1annesburg 
and the East Rand .... ' (Lodge, 1980: 47) In ~June, 1952, CATA's 
annual conference condeinned the. Ei se 1 en Cammi ss ion 1 s Report and ca 11 ed 

on its members to 'organise the people and explain to them the recommen­
dations of the report'. (quoted in Lodge, 1980: 46) In his address to 
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the same conference, CATA 1 s president stated, 'A this moment every 

attempt is being made to cut us off from contact with the stream of 

ideas from the outside world. You must have noted how, according to 

the recommendations of the Eiselen Commission, ever-increas"ing use 

is to be made of Bantu languages in our schools ... (sic) we are 
systematically being exculded from the world culture and ideas to 
which we gain access only through English. 1 (quoted in Stradling, 
1976: 6) The TLSA, jn attacking .the proposed Bantu Education at 

its annual conference which was also held in June 1952, declared 

that 'the tribalisation of the African people in and through the 

proposed (bantuised) educational system, which forms the central 

feature of the Report, is intended to fit in with the Bantustan 

planned for the African people in the Bantu Authorities Act, and it 

was therefore the purpose of the Commission to fit the education of 

the Africans into the outmoded "Bantu Society".' (quoted in Stradling) 

1976: 6) The year 1952 sa1"/ CAH\ and the TLSP.. form the Cape Teachers 1 

Federal Council in order 'to consolidate the campaigns against 

tribalised schools and to prosecute the struggle for equal education 

in a democratic South Africa. 1 (Stradling, 1976: 6) During 1953, 

CATA and the local Vigilance Association together called a public 
meeting in Langa, Cape Town, to protest against the proposed leg­

islation. (Lodge, 1930: 46) CATA's 1953 annual conference called 
upon 'teachers and parents to do everything in their power to oppose 
the Herrenvolk schemes for their enslavement'. (quoted in Lodge, 

1980: 46} With the passing of the Act, the Cape Teachets' Federal 
Council issued a man·i'!'"esto against Bantu Education. Later in the 
same year, CATA called upon all teachers 'to demonstrate their 
readiness to fight for true education' by attending what was planned 
as a mass.conference to protest against the Bantu Education Act in 
Queenstown on 14 December. Eiselen, Secretary for Native Affairs, 
warned teachers not to ~ttend the conference. The conference con­
venor, N. Honono, responded in a public statement as follows: 

1 This attempt by the highest officio.l of the Native Affafrs 
Department go muzzle African teachers is a foretaste of 
things to come. The blanket of silence, which the apostles 
and perpetrators of apartheid would throw over the issue 
of the control and content of African education is a sure 
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indication of the evil desians behind the Bantu Education 
. J . 

/\ct. 

'Even after African educatfon has been transfered to 
the Native Affairs Department we shall not countenance 
anything which cuts across the universally accepted aims 
and guiding principles of education., (Rand Daily Mail 
11.12.53) 

In defiance of Eiselen 1 s warning, some 200 teachers attended the 

Queenstown conference. Teachers were also active in the formation of 
Parent-Teacher Associations. CATA and the TLSA would seem to have 

been more successful in this than TATA. Progress in the Transvaal was 

slow, according to Lodge (1980) - by late 1954, Parent-Teacher Associa­
tions had been formed only in Johannesburg's South West Townships~ Lady 
Selbourn and the East Rand. 

Teachers might have been the first in the .. Black community to give 
organisational expression to their opposition to Bantu Educations but, 

from the outset, Black people ih general were implacably opposed to it. 
From even before its implementation, people perceived Bantu Education 
as part and parcel of the imposition of passes, Bantustans and the 
whole repressive apparatus. Resistance to the introduction of Bantu 
Education was widespread. Even in the remote rural areas, it was 

intense - as especiallys for example, in the Sekhukhuniland and Zeerust 

regions. In the period around Bantu Education'stinitial implementation 
parents played a particularly prominent part in the popular opposition 
mounted against it. Many refused to send their children to Bantu 
Education schools. In places, people burne'd them down. Such actions 
demonstrated dramat'ica11y the depth of resentment against Bantu 
Education in view of, as pointed out by one leader, how much Black 
people had generally been willing to sacrifice in order to have their 
children educated. (Tabata1 1960 : 14) It can be imagined how those 
flames devouring the schools might have s~nbolised for people their 
consuming desire to rid themselves of the dreaded new system. It was 
parents, not students, whom the African National Congress (ANC) attempted 
to mobilise in supoort of its campaign to resist Bantu Education. The 
story of the latter campa·ign has been adequately documented elsewhere -
notably in Feit (1967), Karis, Carter and Gerhart (1977) and Lodge (1980) 
as well as receiving some treatment in, inter alia~ Tillema (1974) and 
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Hirson (1979) - and will, therefore, not be repeated here. However, 
the debate within the ANC over what tactics to adopt in opposing 

Bantu Education and the conclusions which the leadership drew from 
the fate of its campaign, demand at least some consideration. 

The ANC conceived the choice before it as lying effectively 
between two forms of opposition: on the one hand, a symbolic protest 

expressed through a temporary (say, one weP.k) demonstration boycott 
of Bantu Education schools (which, in terms of the Government's 

programme of implementation, meant intit-laliy the primary shcoo·ls), 

and, on the other, total non-cooperation with Bantu Education through 
a permanent boycott involving withdrawal from the schools until such 
time as this system had been replaced by one acceptable to the people. 
The initial step was taken by the ANC Annual Conference of December 
1954 which adopted the following resolution: 

'Conference insists that the correct policy to be 
observed towards Bantu Education is one of fighting an 
uncompromising consistent battle against the implemen­
tation of the Bantu Education Act and therefore resolves 
upon total rejection of Verwoerd's evil Act as the moral 
and spiritual enslavement of our children. To defeat 
this Act it calls upon African parents to make prepara­
tions to withdraw their children from primary schools 
indefinitely as from April 1, 1955, until further 
directive from the National Executive Committee.' 
(quoted in Feit, 1967: 144) 

The 'subjective• dimensions of the context in whtth the choice 
had to be made, were crHical. For example~ at least in the ffrst ha.lf 
of the 20th centu:--y, it was the ruled, not the rulers, for whom 
1
education 1 had greater priority. As expressed in the minutes of an 

ANC Women's Section meeting, 'It is the supreme desire of the vast 
majority of urban (African) parents to give their children the oppor­
tunities of an education .... Educational achievement is synonymous 
with success, and success spells_money.' (quoted in Feit, 1967: 144) 
Money, in turn, meant to those 'urban parents• the only access to 
means of subsistence and on higher wages hung p~rhaps less inhuman 
conditions for their children. Feit quotes a young man from Moroka 
Township: 1 Today we live in the age of money. That is why we go 
to school "in order to acquire a hi9her educatfon in order to get 
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higher wages .... ' (Feit~ 1967:141.J.) f,t the beginning of every 

year parents battled to have their children admitted to the hope­

l~ss1y too few places in school. An article in Bantu World cap­
tured the typical scene: 

---

'Weeping mothers and tired children trudged in the heat 
from on2 school to another, only to be turned away by 
dejected headmasters whose schools were packed to 
bursting Several mothers stayed away from work 
so that they could nunt for schools for their children. 
Not all of them were successful .... Headmasters were 
between two fires. The educational authorities lay 
down a strict limit to the number of pupils who may 
attend a school and a headmaster who exceeds this 
amount may get into serious trouble .... Some head­
masters could not stand the sight of weeping mothers 
and took on more pupils than they should have.' 
(Hantu World 23. 1.54) 

An ANC document already cited, entitled 'Memorandum on Bantu 

Education with Special Reference to the Decision of 42nd Annual 

Conference of the ANC', outlined the arguments for and against 

both a temporary and a permanent schoo 1 boycott. The grounds f oi~ 

favouring a short demonstration boycott as the tactically prefer-· 

able alternative were that the conditions did not exist for a 

permanent boycott to command the irnmedi ate popular support it ~·mul d 
require for success. Parents who had been lucky enough to find places 

in schools for their children knew how easy it would be for them 

to loose those p 1 aces to others not in s.choo 1 . It was argued·, 

inter alia, that parents were more likely to be willing to withdraw 
their childrenfor a limited period than to support indefinite with­
drawal. If being out of school for an extended time meant that the 
children would be idle and open to mischief, parents might return 
them to the classroom. Furthermore, a permanent boycott would 

directly jeopardise the livelihood of teachers who might in con­

sequence actively oppose the campaign. More positive arguments in 
favour of a limited period boycott revolved around how it would 
pave the way for a permenent withdrawal. It woul~ show what 
people were already in a position to support as well as how much 
organisation was still needed for full mobilisation to be achieved. 
Finally. it was argued that participation in a short boycott would 

help parents for longer-term withdrawal of their children and also 
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that chi1dren returning to school after the initial boycott could 

persuade those who had not suppo~ted it to join them in the later 
indefinite withdrawal. 

The arguments against a short boycott included one that, in 
view of the ANC 1 s unqualified condemnation of Bantu Education, it 

might appear contradictory 1to absent the children from school for 

a week and then return them to imbibe the 11 poison 11
.' (quoted in Feit~ 

1967: 159) Another held that, due to inadequate preparation, not 

enough students would withdraw even for a limited period to con­
stitute an effective protest. 1 But 1

, it was suggested, 1 the same 

number of children may represent a resounding victory in a campaign 
for permanent withdrawal. 1 (quoted in Feit, 1967: 160) 

The main argument in favour of a permanent boycott rested on 
the understanding that Bantu Education was first and foremost part 
of the rulers• strategy to smash the rise of African nationalist 

consciousness. 1 Looked at from this point of view, the fight against 

Bantu Education ... is the sharpest point of conflict' between the 
peop.le and the regime. (quoted in Feit, 1967: 158) A-s presented in 

the Memorandum: 

'The withdrawal of children from schools is not merely 
an attempt to save the children from the destructive 
effects of Bantu Education, but it is a denial and 
frustratration of Verwoerd!s facist control over the 
lives of /\frican children. In the course of th·is 
struggle the polit'ical situation fr1 this country should 
be discussed and handled at the child level. Political 
consciousness would not merely be a bone of contention 
but would be placed in conditions in which it would 
develop the very qualities that the Nationalists want 
to destroy. 1 (quoted in Feit, 1967: 158 .. 9) 

As to whether these dri1dren woti"id not seriously suffer by being 

withdrawn from formal, albeit bad, schooling, the Congress Youth 
League leadership called for the rejection of 'this non-political 
nonsense that talks of the 11 poor children 11 as if they \'Jere separate 
from their parents. The African children have no separate destiny 
from the l\fr"ican nation. If Venmerci is oppressing the African 
people with pass 1 aws, l ovJ wa~ies, etc he cannot be an oppressor 

of the parents and a bcnefacl;o1° to the children.' (Executive Report 
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to the 12th Conference, of the ANCYL, May 29, 1955. Quoted in Feit, 

1967: 163) 

Another document, entitled 'Suggested Programme', pointed out 

that 'Every Government requires thousands from the oppressed to run 

the oppressor system - civil servants, police, clerks, semi-skilled 

labourers, etc. Furthermore, "education" of some sort enables the 

ruling classes to maintain an ideological contact with the governed.' 

(quoted in Feit~ 1967: 161 - 2) It seems that it was at no point 
suggested that total withdrawal from state schooling was impossible. 
On the contrary~ the Suggested Progra.rnme contended that H the majority 

of 1 Africans 1 could be organised to participate in such a with-

drawal the situation could become so impossible for the regime as 

to force it 'to beat a retreat.' (~uoted in Feit, 1969: 163) Could 

the people have been so organised and was indefinite withdrawal an 

historical possibility· in that phase of the struggle? 

In Januarys 1955, the ANC National Secretariat issued detailed 
directives for the holding of a series of meetings and the appoint-

ment of 1ocal action comm-ittees which.were to subrn"it regular progress 

reports. The Transvaal Youth League's Ant-i-Bantu Education Comrnittee,.at a 

meeting held on 9 Jar.vary, 1955, called for a thousand vofonteer teachers 
for alternative education programmes. Many meetings and conferences 

were held during the first months of that year in different parts of 
the country. But when the National Executive Comm"ittee (NEC) met in 
March 1 to consider reports on the progress of the campaign in the 
various centres, no such reports were available and there was ·no 
evidence that the country would be ready for the wi thdrawa.·1 on 
1st April.' (Report of NEC, /\NC Annual Conference, December 17 - 18, 

1955) The NEC) therefore, decided to defer withdrawal and for the 
moment proceed on·1y with a boycott of Bantu Education school commit­
tees and boards. At the same time, 'ultimate withdrawal' was re­
affirmed as the object1:ve, and a committee - \'Jhich became the African 
Educatioh Movement (AEM) - was set up under the chairpersonship of 
Father Trevor Huddlestone to plan alternative ed11cation. The NEC's 
reversal was rejected in the Transvaal and Eastern Cape where with­
drawals began on 12 April. On that day, the first of the new school 
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term, certa"in schools were picketed, classes entered and dismissed, 

and large numbers of mostly women and school students matched through 
the streets of Benoni, Brakpan and Germiston carrying ANC posters 
against Bantu Education. 

The regime retaliated with an ultimatum issued on 15 April by 
Verwoerd. Unless boycotting students had returned to school within 
ten days of his statement - namely, by 25 Apr"ll - they would be 

permanently excluded from school. Even a single day's absence, if 

shown to be pa1~t of a boycott, would lead to immediate expulsion 
.. 

while the places thus opened up would be given to dthers previously 
unable to gain admission. In view of the store set by parents on 

getting their children into school and the perennial difficulty doing 
so, Verwoerd's move was, as Feit points out, 'even more potent as 

cl means of break 'ing the ranks of the boycotters than closing the 

schools) for the boycotters would simply have given up the places 
of their children to others.' (Feit, 1967: 174) Six thousand nine 
hundred and forty-eight students who had not returned to school on 
25 April, were duly expelled~nd 116 teachers were served with a month's 
notice. (Drum) June 1955) 

Sporadic and uncoordinated actions continued in different parts 
of the country at different times, some involving prolonged with­
drawals, but effectively the boycott was over before it had been 

able to gather momentum. Most of the 6948 students who withdrew from 
school were initially, along with some 4000 children who had not 

. . 
found places in school for 1955, drawn into the ~lternative 'schools' 
- styled Cultural Clubs to circumvent the prohibition on unregistered 
schools - which were set up under the aegis of the AEM. No 'education' 
was permitted and even blackboards and chalk on club premises were 
used as evidence of illegal teaching. Activities had to be restricted 
to such as singing, story-telling, plays, quizzes and games. The clubs 
operated under conditions of extreme adversity: hopeless shortages of 
funds, equipment, premises and qualified leaders as well as unrelenting 
police harassment in the form of raids often involving assaults on 
children and leaders and the arrest and banning of committee members 
and club leaders. In ·actober, 1956, there were reported to be still 

seven clubs wHh 1517 children and 22 leaders. (Karis et a&_, 1977: 34) 
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Increasingly the AEM had to concentrate on collecting money for bail, 

fines and lawyers 1 fees until it '-and the clubs finally co 11 apsed com­

pletely dur-ing the 'state of emergencyl declared by the regime in 

the wake of Sharpeville. 

The attempt to organise a permanent boycott of state schools and 

a form of alternative ed~ication was acandoned. The strugg"le against 

racist and inferior schooling continued. Lessons emerging from the 

campaign \•1ere quickly grasped by the ANC leadership Amongst the 

points made in the NEC's report to the 1955 Annual Conference were 

the fo 11 owing: 

1 
••• education is essentially a slow process whose 

mass effects may take generations to become noticeable. 
An evil system of education therefore cannot be effectively 
attacked by means of sensational, dramatic campaigns of 
short duration, except where such campaigns flow system­
atically from 1 and are part of a steady~ deep-rooted 
and enduring campaign, pl a.rrned and conducted on the 
clear understanding that it involves a long and bitter 
struggle. 1 

1 It is ·impossible to over-emphasise tht:! fa.ct that 
where there is no organisational mc.chinE~ry, any strugg.le 
must ultimately perish. 1 

1 
••• there seems to have been failure ... to realise 

that Bantu EducDtion is intended and calculated to under­
mine the entire liberatory struggle and is therefore an 
open target and should be the object of persistent 
attack in any meetin9 or assembly of freedom-lov"ing 
people. To this extent the campaign against Bantu 
Education should not be handled in isolation from other 
campaigns as if it were something which has its own 
beginning and its own end. 

1 \4e must 1 earn that it is one th fog to vri sh to see 
a complete national withdrawal of all children from 
Bantu Education schools: It is another thing to achieve 
this; organisational preparedness does not happen over­
night. It is the result of stendy9 even slow, patient, 
persistent work .... 

'There is no doubt about the long-term aim which is 
to prevent the functioning of Bantu Education by a 
boycott. But talk of permanent boycott in the isolated 
areas where the people it re carrying out this slogan win 
eventually end in disillusionment and dropping of morale 
if the campaign remains isolated and localised. We must 
beware of creating the false impression that by isolated 
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local boycotts the Bantu Education Act can be defeated. 
The struggle is a long one and the people must see this 
campaign as a 11 others, as a stage on the road to victory . 
... ,.The total boycott will not be "proclaimed" by a 
certain date chosen on the calendar, but it will develop 
from local actions that spread, that join up aHd grow 
nationally. At the same time we must not deceive our­
selves or the people into believing that in the imme­
diate future we can, with our own resources, substitute 
a national education system. We have no state budget 
behind us, 1 

'The fight against Bantu Education must go on. We 
must build steadily, ... achieving the boycott of the 
school boards and committees, adapting the form of 
protest to the state of preparedness in the area and 
the local conditions there. 1 (Report of NEC, ANC Annual 
Conference, 1955) 

Resistance to Bantu Educatio~ did go on and the long-term aim 
remained to prevent its functioning. However, there was a shift 
away from any idea that this could be achieved by means of a per­
manent boycott. Insofar as any general strategy emerged, it was to 
stay in the schools but· refuse to collaborate with the system 1 s 
methods and objectives. Teachers, by refusing to indoctrinate their 
students \lfith the ideofogy of the rulers~ aimed to undermine the 
possibility of schools operating according to the Government 1 s design. 
Parents~ by boycotting the Buntu School Boards and Committees! re­
fused to collaborate voluntarily in helping to run a school system 
that was oppressive. Students in school and university sustained 
a simmering rebellion~ which surfaced varfously at different times 
and in diffe1·ent places. Some instances follow. 

The principal of the primary shccol in D·inokana, Zeerust., came 
out during 1957 in support of passes for women. According to a report 
in Drum, 'The people went mad, They thought that he was "in cahoots with 
the police and the Commissioner. 1 They burned down his house and 
organised a boycott of the school. On the first day of the boycott~ 
only 146 students - out of the 1200 enrolled at the school - attended. 
The principal informed the Commissioner v1ho relayed the matter to 
Pretoria. The authorities• reaction was swift and harsh. The following 
day orders came back from Pretoria that the school be closed down on 
the current roll inmediately, the teachers be transferred, and the 
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narnes of the boycotting children be taken down and circularised so 

that they could be prevented fro~ receiving education for the rest 
of their hves. (Drum, july 1957) 

Phyllis Ntantala, in an article published in Africa 
South (4 (2) January - March 1960: 42 - 7), notes that people in 

the Cape were generally too hostile to Bantu Education to elect 
School Boards, while many, who were appointed to them by the 

Government, refused to serve. She records people's reject ion of 
ministers of religion, who 'broke the people's boycott of the BAD 

School Boards by agreeing to serve on them', and of church leaders 

who, without consulting the communities, which had built and main­

tained the schools and placed them in the hands of the churches for 
management, agreed to lease them to the Government for use as 

Community Schools under Bantu Education. For instance, members of 

the Peddie community, in Eastern Cape, locked up the schools~ which 

they had built with their own money and labour, and told the minister­
in-charge to build his own schools if he wished to hire them out to 

the Government. In Port Elizabeth, members of a certain congregation. 
called upon their minister, who had accepted the chairpersonship of 
the local Bantu School Board, to resign, reminding him that he depen .. 
ded on them for his ·livelihood. In Mt. Ayliff, East Griqualand, 
people burned down the schools they had bui 1t rather than lease them 
to the Government, and then told the minister, who had agreed to the 
lease, to hire out his own schools. (Ntantala, 1960: 45) 

Ntantala also describes the deterioration suffered by the 
schools after their transference to the GAD. In the boarding schools, 
maintenance personnel, with the exception of the cooks~ were dismissed, 
and their work given to the students,.who had compulsory manual work 
to do before and after classes every day. According to Ntantala, 
'corporal punishment prov·ictes the only discipline and a whole "gestapo" 
system has been introduced, by which - profiting from the poverty of 
the African p(ople and their desire for education - the authorities 
are offering scholarships to some students on conditfon that they spy 
on their fellows ......... in any one institution there are usually 
three, four or more of such paid spies.' 'Inevitably,' she continues, 
1

these boarding schools seethe with student disconter1t and staff 
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repression.' Ntantala cites several examples thereof. In 1957s a 

student was shot during a 'disturbance 1 at the Ndc.nmS!e Seconda,ry; School 

in Buntingville. The principal admitted in court during the sub­
sequent student trial that he had fired shots to 'frighten' the 
students. Soon thereafter he shot himself. In the same year, some 
30 senior female students at Shawbury in the Transkei were sent home 

and about 200 male students at St John's College~ Umtata, were ex­
pelled on the eve of their examinations. In 1958=- Adam's College, 

in Natal, sent more than 200 students home. Such was the situation 
at Lovedale that early in 1959 over 300 students chose to go home 
(Ntantala, 1950: 44) 

The connection between the expression of student dissatis­
faction in the schools and the demonstration of opposition to the 
political order outside the schools would appear to have begun, by 

1960, to draw closer. Noting that there had been 'disturbances' at 
various African schools prior to 1953, Horrell states that 1 such 

disturbances have increased in number and in severity. 1 (Harren; 
1964 : 86) She argues, however, that this cannot be accounted for 
by the introduction of Bantu Education alone - 'although the d·issatis­
faction it created among many teachers and parents, and in the con­
trolling mission organisations, naturally permeated to the student 
bodies. 1 It appears to Horrell that 'in recent years normal discip-
linary problems have been aggravated by the mounting spirit of unrest 

among Africans in South Africa~ for which 'unrest' numerous factors 
besides the polfcy of "separate development 11 in education were res­
ponsible. In this regard, she points out that African students in the 
higher standards were in general older than students in White schools and 
were 'Likely to be more aware of events outside the school room.' Horrell 
proceeds to illustrate the coincidence which she identifies between the 
pattern of student 'disturbances' and 'periods of marked unrest in the 
count:~y generally.' (Horrell, 1964: 87) After the ·initial wave of resis­

tance around the int~oduction of the Bantu Education Act which is discussed 
above, the pattern displays heightened student resistance in the form of 
'boycotts or r-i ots 1 during the peri cd in 1960 when there WE!rc mass 

demonstrations against the pass laws leading to the police killings at 
Sharpev"ille and Langa~ declaration of a St,:;i.te of Emergencys and the banning 

of the ANC and PAC. Then, again in 1961, there was a wave of 'disturbances' at 
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African secondary i nstitutfons during the period of vri despread 

~emonstrations against South African becoming a republic, which was 

also a period of particularly milit~nt mass opposition to the 

authorities in the Transkei and certain other areas. There were 
further instances of student 'disturbances• in 1962 which saw the 

emergence of Poqo and Umkhonto we Sizwe as well as the first cases 
~f sabotage and the Paarl uprising. Another wave in 1963 coincided 

with increased activity by Poqo ~nd more sabotage (Horrell, 1964: 

87 - 9) 

The Secretary of the South African Institute of Race Relations 

(SAIRR) Southern Transvaal Region, Patrick McKenzie~ in a Report on 
1 Disturbances in African Schools 1

, which he prepared in 1964, re­

garded it as 'significant• that 

1 the disturbances in the early part of 1963 followed 
each other in quick succession giving the impression 
of some connection between them. The troubles at 
Wilberforce in March 1963 were followed within a 
few days by those at Lovedale and then Healdtown. 
Those at the Faku Institution and the Bethal College 
followed within a few weeks. 

1 1 am informed that there was a definite plan 
behind these disturbances. During discussions that 
I have had with pupils, some have admitted that the 
storm centre of th·e d·i sturbonces has been pol iti ca 1, 
Most of the disturbances have been sparked off by a 
genuine complaint and then fanned by a small group 
within the school, and on occasions there has been 
additional help (or one might say interference) from 
outside. 1 

Earlier in his Report, McKenzie states categorically, 

1 In recent years there has been increased political 
activity wit::.in the schools. This has been confirmed 
by a 11 sources a.s wen as by the conv"ict ion of pupi 1 s 
by the Courts. 1 (Document 8) 

Evidence is for the most part lacking as to whether students 
were conscious of any connection that there might have been between 
their own actions and political activity in the broader society. 

\ 
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Amongst the institutions which experienced overt student 

resistance in the per-iod 1960 to 1963 \'Jere Ama.nzimtoti Zulu 

Training School, Bensonvale Training School (near l\l iwal North), 

Bethal College (near Butterworth), Botha Sigcau High School (flagstaff), 

Emmarentia f-1-igh Schoo,1 (near Warmbaths), the Mfundisweni hostels of 
the Faku Institution (near Flagstaff), Freemantle Institution 

(Queenstown), Healdtown Training College (Fort Beaufort), Kilnerton 

Institution (near Pretoria), Lovedale High School and Theological 

College (Alice), Maria Trost Catholic Boarding School (Lydenberg), 

Mafiazell High School (near Matatiele)~ Moroka Training Institution 

(Thaba 'Nchu)s Ndaleni High School and Training College (near Rich­

mond), Pax Institution (Pietersburg), a Presbyterian Church hostel 

attached to a high school at Buh1er, Sekitl:a High School (Hammans­

kraal), St Francis College (Mariannhill), St John's College (Umtata), 

Swartbooistad School (Hammanskraal), T-igerkloof Schoo1 (in thE: Cape), 

Wilberforce Institution and Zimutu Mission School. 

The only directly political issue, over which students pro­

tested, was South Africa's withdrawal from the British Commonwealth 

and becoming a Republic in 1961. The most common issues concerned 
food and forms of punishment. There was opposition to corporal 
punishment but what students objected to most strongly was expulsion, 

which was used frequently~ often for petty transgress ions. Pd so 

related to the maintenance of discipline was the issue of the police 
being brought onto the campuses of certain institutions, o~·as iri 
one case, a principal 1 s threat to call them in to deal with 1 schoo1boy 
agitators 1

• In another instance, students were incensed by police 
arriving to search their personal bel6ngings, ostensibly for dangerous 
weapons; when they resisted~ the police removed their trunks and 
conducted the search at the police station. Students protested over 

numerous other issues. ·Hostel facilities were primitive. Many teachers 
were incompetent. Administration of the schools was poor. Students 
opposed the enforced introduction of Afrikaans. They resisted the 

manual work which they were compelled to do and complained that 
there was too little time to study. They objected to the strict 
segregation which there was between White and Black members of staff 
and despised the Black teachers for being prepared to serve under 
such conditions. Furthe1~1ore, students' complaints were never 
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seriously considered and they had no vehicle for the expression of 

op-inion since many student organisations had been suppressed and 

contact with ex-students discouraged. Finally, there were single­

instance issues such as relatives and friends being refused admission 
to an institution's annual drama night. 

Student resistance took various forms, the most frequent, 

however, having been boycotting classes and setting fire to class­

rooms or the principal '5 office. There were boycotts of chapel, of 

the dining hall~ and of manual work. There were walk-outs and staya­

ways. Students stoned school buildings and on occasion the home of 
a staff member to whom they objected particularly strongly. In one 

case, they attacked physically the matron of a girls' hostel. 

The reaction of the authorities to student resistance was in 
all cases repressive. Many hundreds of students were expelled, never 

to be re-admitted. Of those suspended, some were allowed to apply 

for re-admission - of those who did, many were refused. Certain schools 
were temporarily closed down and the students all sent home. Many 
students were arrested and taken to court on charges of arson, 
malicious damage to property, public violence, or addressing, holding, 
or being present at, an illegal gathering. (Document 8; Horrell, 1964: 
86 - 9; ~MRR1959 - 60, 1961~ 1962, 1963; Cape Times 1.6.60, 9.6.60, 
18.8.60, 31.8.6~ Bantu World 13.6.61; Contact 1.6.61, 29.6.61, 
27.7.61, 24.8.61, 21.9.61~ 26.7.62) 

The period 1960 - 63 was followed by more than a decade of relative 
qu·iescence - if only qualified comp"liance - ';n the African schools al­
though intermittent instances of student resistance, similar in fonn to 
that detailed above, did continue. Resistance to Coloured and Indian 
Educ:crtion was given organised expression mainly by the TLS.I\ and a net­
work of Parent-Teacher ,L\ssociations which had been built up primai~ily 

for that purpose. The consensus, however, was that 'teachers should 

st1'.ck at ·their' posts and continue f;o teach and refuse to indoctrinate i 
as ... requfred of them. The_y would not leave voluntarily. They 
would not sack themselves. They would leave the sacking to the rulers. 
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They themselves would defend true education regardless. 1 (Stradling, 
1976: 7) Indeed~ some had been sacked already. As early as 19569 

officials of the TLSA had been dismissed from teaching for their 
opposition to segregated schooling. In 1961, 16 officials, execu­
tive members and leading speakers in the organisation hei.d been 

banned under the Riotous Assemblies or Suppression of Communism 
Acts and, in February 1962, they had been forced to resign as 
teachers. Many more were to be dismissed in the years that followed. 

·Prior to 1976, very few reports a.re to be found of overt student 
resistance in Coloured and Indian schools. Most of what few protests 
were reported were over the detention or dismissal of teachers. 
(Argus 24.7.63, 4.4.68, 30.5.68, 3.6.68, 4.6.68) For the rest, such 
resistance as there might have been, occurred under cover of closed 
classroom doors. 
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PART 11 

THE 1980 CAPE TOWN STUOENTS 1 BOYCOTT 1 

A, AN 11.CCOUNT 

1 The first term before the boyco~t 

1.1 Rumblings 

In August, 1979~ the vice-chairperson of the Transvaal Regional 
Education Committee, Ralph Peffer, told a meeting of inspectors of 
schools under the Department of Coloured Relations (DCR), that 

Coloured Education was about to collapse. According to him, the 
number of unqualified teachers had risen sharply because of the 
shortage of qualified teachers - among teachers being used were 

some who had fa.-iled Standard 8. Matr~cula.t-Jon and Junior Certif~cate 
failures had increased - there had been no improvements in the numbers 
of matricu1ants in the previous ten years. Poor salaries and working 
conditions had led to a. tc::acher brain-drain. Student d·issatisfaction 

• with an inferior educat"iona1 system was on the increase. Promotions 
and job security for principals and teachers were rcoted largely 

in the latter tacitly accepting the dictates of the OCR without 
question. Students who protested against irregularities we1·e being 
victimised and teachers VJho rebelled or \11erc in sympa.thy vdth pro­
testing students faced being transferred to 1 bundu 1 towns or dis­
m·issed. 1~pproximately a month later, a memorandum, dravm up by Peffer 
and containing a warning that Coloured Education was 1 in a mess and 
headed for collapse', went through official channels to the Regional 

·Board of the Department of National Education in Johannesburg. In the 
memorandum, the Transvaal Hegional Education Committee recommended thut 
an investigation by a com:nission be set up from the Departments of 
National Education and Coloured Relations and from the various regional 
school boards and committees. The warning was dismissed and the 
proposal rejected. (Argus 24.4.80) 

-------· .. ··--·-------·-----... ·-·--9--------··--·-------~-----.._ __ -l 
1 In Part I I~ 1,;Jie1°0, a pcn'"'l;icular' sentene!e or> parag1"aph 1'.s not fol.lowed 

1:mmediately znith a refevcnr.:e.} it can be ar;au.med that ~'.n every sueh case 

the ne;;cL set of refenerwes to be c·ited ar-e the syri:the:=nDed .'w11raes o.f alZ 

t:hat lzas appeared ·/n t;lze text back to i';h0 7,aat: Dtat;ed Pe:fe.rencc. 
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Protest action by Black students in 1980 did not start at a 

classified Coloured school The year began badly for many of the 

African children who were supposed to start school in 1980. The 

Department of Education and Training (DET) had introduced a new 

regulation which required school beginners to produce their birth 

certificates before principals might admit them. Because of the 
rJ' 

difficulties which parents experienced in obtaining their childi·en's 

birth certificates, many children started their schooling late - or 

not at all. Many parents found that~ before they could apply for the 

birth certificates, they had to furnish proof that they belonged to 

a 'homeland'. This involved their writing to a 'homeland government'. 

Replies took many weeks to come through. Furthermore, there was 

blatantly, 'a catch here' as put by one parent. 'Once our children 

start being identified with homelands they won't be able to get jobs 

in the Western Cape when they have finished thefr studies. 1 (Argus 

22.1.80) After term was well under woy, teachers were claim-ing that 

there were fewer students in Sub A than there had been in previous years 

in spite of an expected rise in first enrolments. 

The then president of the Co-ordinating Civic Council, 
S.M; Tindleni, was reported as saying that his Council had actually 

anticipated this situation arising and had tried to arrange a meeting 
with the regional director of Education and Training, D.H. Owens, in 

October of the previous year. Owens had refused to see them - on the 
grounds that they were not a body officially recognised by the Govern­
ment authorities - and had referred them t~ the Com!11unity Council. 
The Co-ordinating Civic Council in its turn refused to have any inter­
action with the Community Council on the grounds that the Community 
Council was popularly rejected as a Government instituted body of 
stooges \'lhich had no support nor mandate from African people. The 

situation described above was then allowed to arise without further 
intervention. (Argus 22.1.80) 

Evei1 he fore the Soweto schoo 1 s had opened in mi d-J anua ry 1980, 

the Congress of South African Students (COSAS) was threatening a school 
boycott in the form of a comp 1 ete stayavmy. 
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The specific object of the Soweto students• opposition was 

the employment of 1 natioria.l servicemen• in DET schools. The 

Department was insisting that it would proceed to employ these 

soldier-teachers in order to alleviate the teacher shortage. The 

st~dents' attitude was that they could not accept 'national servicemen 1 

as teachers because of their defence of apartheid. A student was 
_quoted as having asked, 'How can we accept them when they go to the 

borders and all they defend is a system of rule which discriminates 

against us?' A spokesperson for COSAS stated his organisation 1 s 
position bluntly: 'If we find any white teachers at school on 

Tuesday {the commencement of term) we will immediately go back 

home. 1 (Herald~ 19.1.80) 

1. 2 The physical aondi-f;ions 1.-n .c;clwois under the Department of 

Co louH:d Re Za·tions 

Before the end of ljanuary, public att2ntion was being dravm to 

the physical conditions in which many of the schools under the OCR 

we~e to be found. One of the schools highlighted at the time as 
hav"ing been in a particular'ly bad state of repair was the very schoo·1 

where students classified Coloured were the following month to take 
theh' first boycott action of 1980, Mount Viev.J Sen"ior Secondary School. 

Two others were Parkwood Senior Secondary and l\caci a Pr'iinary) both 

schools in Pa.rkwood Estate. Conditions at Parkwood Senior Secondary 
were so bad that the Regi ona 1 Chief Inspector had felt ob l ·i ged to take 
the extreme step of dec°l:lring the school uJ1f"it for educatiomd 

purposes and was having the children bussed to school in Mitchell's 
Pfoin. The adm·inistrc1t"ion blocks of Mount View Senior Secondary and 
Acacia Primary had been ~·:recked by fires over the prev·ious two years. 
No repairs had been made and the pr"incipals nt both schools were using 
partly-destroyed offices surrounded by debris. Neither school had 
electricity. Many of the desks \vere broken beyond repair. Only 
the odd wfodov; v1as not broken. Glass lay strewn over the playgrounds. 
In many classrooms students would be forced to huddle into the middle 
when it rained in order to avoid getting wet; in others work would 
have to stop completely when rain poured through the damaged roofs and 
paneless windows. The ceilings had been torn out of a number of the 
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classrooms so that i11 winter - even when not being soaked by rain -

they would be excessively cold whil~ in summer they would be 

excessive 1 y hot. The very frames of many of the windows and doors 

had been entirely removed. Mount Viev1 Senfor Secondary had no 

library. 

Towards the end of ~January, 1980, the Mount View School 

Committee complained publicly about these conditions. The Committee's 

chairperson said in a statement that the conditions were so bad as 

to be unhygenic and that as a whole Mount View resembled a bomb site 

rather than a school. They had been promised in October the previous 
year that the school would be repaired but still nothing had been 

done. 

The Hanover Park Principals' Association had been making rep­

resentations to the OCR concerning conditions at the schools in that 
area since its inception in 1972. In particular, the Association had 
repeated.ly requested the replacement of the supposedly temporary 1 De 
Nova-type' structures with conventional brick and mortar, modern school 

buildings as well as the all-round improvement of Hanover Park's senior 
secondary schools. The sort of improvements on 1•1hich they as 
principals had over the years laid emphasis were administration 
blocks to serve as the initial phase in the replacement of the De 
Nova structures, verandahs, better and more fully equipped practical-
subject teachfog rooms in the senior secondary schools~ decent toilets 
and cloakrooms, and b~tter drinking-water facilities. Occasionally, 
the Association's letters would be acknowledged by the Administration 
but only once was there a substantive reply. The latter was received 
in 1974 after they had written requesting to know where the 
R21 000 000, which the Coloured Persons• Representative Council 
(CRC) had voted for 'coloured education•, was going or had already gone. 

·Receipt of this letter was first acknowledged by the Regional Office. 
There was ther1 an acknowledgement of receipt from Head Office followed 
by a thfrd letter confirming that thefr inquiry was receiving further 
attention. Finally the Association received a detailed reply stating 
that the sum was used primarily to pay salaries. 

' . 
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In February, 1980_, the Hanover Pa.rk Principals 1 .l\ssociation 

initiated the format-io;1 of an 'umbrena committee' to bring together 

the various school committe:es in th.2 area. This committee was to 

constitute a base for making further representations to the DCR, 

sti 11 most specifi ca ny with the 'request' that 'immediate top 

pr"iority' be given to Hanover Park 'with regard to the erection of 

our new school buildings and the demolishing of all De Nova buildings'. 

The 1 umbre11 a committee 1 was abandoned in its infancy after the OCR 

had refused to recognise it and had insisted on individual school 

committees operating separately. 

An unofficial view held by some within the DCR's Cape Town 

education hierarchy is that the quality of school building such as 

those in Hanover Park is not so much the result of any lack of 

preparedness on the part. of the authorities to expend sufficient 

to put up adequate buildings but is rather the result of a lack of 

effective communication between the education authorities and the 

City Council in the period prior to a new township being established. 

The OCR depends for its forward-planning on the City Council 1 s plans 

for development. Once the latter are known and the educational 

needs of a new area have been projected, plans to meet those needs 

have to be made. Specific building plans have to be drawn up and 

the requisite financial resources obtained from the Treasury. For 

the execution of whatever is planned the OCR depends finally on the 

Pub ·1 i c l-Jorks Department ( P~~D). If the proper procedure is to be 

followeds the OCR needs some five year's notice to establish an 
adequately accommodated new school. What has tended to happen in 

practices however, has been that the DCR's education division has 
heard about the siting of a new schoo~ only just before people have 

moved into the new area, or~ in certain cases, even after they l1ave 

started to do so. The allegation made, is that the education 
authorities being confronted in this way with people moving into an 
area without facilities for the children's schooling is the con­
sequence of the City Council.'s fail~re to furnish the OCR with timely 

information. 

The foregoing is allegedly what happened ir1 the case of Hanover 
•. Park when it opened in 1970 as a scheme for people being forced out of 
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their homes in District Six. The first provision made for the 

education of Hanover Park children wD.s a primary school housed in 

a hired Madrasah hall in Lansdowne. Because schools then had to be 

built in such a hurry, prefabricated structures produced by persons 

in sheltered employment at De Nova were put up instead of conven-· 

tiona.l brick and mortar buildings. These temporary constructions 

were erected on short wooden stilts which left a small gap between 

-the floor and the ground. An inspector interviewed described them 

as health hazards because of the water which tended to stand under 

the classrornns for long periods during winter. Prior to the 1970s 

there had been a tradition of always accommodating ne\1 secondary 

schools in permanent buildings from the beginning. In the early 

1970s, when secondary schoo'l'ing was being established in Hanover 

Park, the Government's priorities,comb"ined with the economic 

recession of the time to result in the available finances being 

insufficient to upho'ld this tradition. Thus, a nevi type of structures 

known as the 'light montage• building, came to be erected. It was 

an improvement on the 1 De Navar structure in that it stood on brick 

and mortar foundations instead of stilts. However1 thin panels still 
served as wails and generally it too was highly unsatisfactory -

and, of course, temporary. A contracting company, McCarthy's, 

claimed to have had these sorts of structures last for five years. 

By 1980 they were still having to be used in Hanover Park after as 

much as ten years. 

Why they had not been able to be replaced during all that time 
was a 11 egedly because the communi ca ti on betvJeen the OCR: s education 
authorities and the City Council never improved a~d what had 
happened in Hanover Park continued to repeat itself so that they 
were continuously battling against a backlog and were obliged to 
push the replacement of inadequate buildings into a place of . 
secondary priority behinu the provision of schools in further new 
areas where there were none at all. What happen0d with r~gard to 
Hanover Park before 1970 has allegedly happened even sincE 1980 in, 
for examples certain sections of Mitchell's Plain. Apparently the 
education authorities stumbled on Tafelsig after people had already 
started moving into the area. With no provision for schools there 

• 
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having been made, children from Tafelsig, Eastridge and Beacon Valley 

had to be bussed to schools in other areas. This occurred in spite of 

the attempt to develop Mitchell 1 s Plain as a model township. The 
latter was itself a further reason why no attempt was made to improve 
conditions in Hanover Park because even when slightly more resources 
did become available they were all channelled out to Mitchell 1 s Plain. 

Hence? in a memorandum submitted to the education authorities in May 

~f 1980, the Hanover Park Principals 1 Association wrote as follows: 
'After ten years and many promises we are still the only area, possibly 

in the whole Republic of South Africa, with predominantly De Nova 

type buildings to serve as agencies of socialization. We find our­
selves in a position where we feel that Hanover Park is considered as 

the 11 Cinderella 11 of the Wynberg region.' 

Why the temporary structures in which Hanover Park's schools had 

been housed all this tim2 were in~uch bad condition was not only be­
cause they were befog treated as permanent and used beyond their 
designed durability. Bui-ldings at especial1y the secondary schools 

had been devastated during the 1976 uprising. Mount View Senior 
Secondary was the first school out on boycott in 1976 and the last 
school back in classes. Later during the same day on which Mount 
View Senior Secondary had begun boycotting in 1976, the whole of Hanover 

Park had erupted in violent protest. Much of the damage incurred then 
1;1as never repaired. Furthermore$ the schools had over the years been 

victim to unremitting vandalism while the authorities had made no 
attempt to provide for the proper supervision of school buildings. 
The result was that most of what little these schools had, was soon 
either destroyed or stolen. The equipment and material for woodwork 
and domestic sc·it:nce \'10uld always be the quick(:;st to go. As already 
referred to, certain schools had also suffered arson attacks over the 
years. Why Mount Viev1 Senior Secondary, for example, was shott of 
stationary in 1980 was because the school 1 s stock had been destroyed 
in a fire that had wrecked part of the school in 1978. Stationary to 
replace what had been lost was ordered in 1979 but by February 1980 

had still not been delivered. 

There was no denying in 1980 that even on the level of the most 
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elementary physical essentials the schools of Hanover Park as well 
as of a township like Parkwood Estate had become insufferable. 
(Interviewees 6, 7, 9, 20, 24, 41; Herald 2.2.80; Argus 12.2.80, 

27.3.80; Sunday Tribune 13.4.80; Hanover Park Principals' Associa­
tion, memorandum entitled 'School Buildings in our Area' dated 19.5.80) 

1. 3 Dissa·tisfaction and organisaUon in schools under the 

Department of Edueation and Training 

On Saturday, 26 January~ 1980, parents and students who attended 
a meeting in Soweto called jointly by COSAS and AZASO unanimously 
adopted the following motion: 'That black children, while rejecting 
the present system of bantu education, refuse to wear uniforms and 
pay schoo 1 fees, White children don't pay schoo·1 fees and their ed·· 

ucation is free. Blacks are demanding free compulsory education. 1 

Students from various schools en the Witwatersrand told the meeting 
that there was no standard school fee and that they \':ere paying 
different amounts for the same tuition. (Cape Times 28.1.80) For 

one thing, they claimed that at White-supervised schools they were 
forced to pay R50 for books and school funds while those at schools 
with African principals were paying only RB. (Sunday Post 27.1.80) 

According to students, they were still 'required to buy textbooks and 
other materials despite the DET's claim to have spent approximately 
R5,5 million on textbooks to be supplied to Black schools free. 
Furthermore, apparently most pri nci pa l.s were . demanding that 
students buy their unifomis from particular shops and dealers. 
(Finan~ial Mail 75 (7, 15.2.80) 591) One of the speakers at the 
Saturday meeting in Soweto was the suspended president of AZAPO, 
Curtis Nkondo, who said that if the education system for Black 
people remained unchanged 'it would be difficult for many parents 
to send their children to schools and this will create a flood of 
thugs and many unemployed blacks. 1 This meeting also resolved that 

White principals should be eliminated from Soweto schools and that 
students should stay av1ay from any schools where thP.re 1·1ere W1Hes 

unti 1 they left. COSAS and l\Zfi.SO cal led on secondary school students 

throughout the cou11try to hold sfo1ilar meetings the fo1lovring 

Sa.turday because, as it was put, 'Soweto's problems should not be 
isolated from the rest of the country.' Until they had held such 



112 

meetings to decide what action to take on the cost of education for 
Black people, students were called upon not to pay school fees or 
buy uniforms. (Caµe Times 28.1.80) 

This call was not taken up elsewhere in the country but in 

Soweto a meeting was organised, again jointly, by.COSAS and AZASO on 
Saturday, 2 February. It was held at the Regina Mundi Church and 

there was reportedly a militant spirit among the more than 2000 

parents and students who attended. The meeting called on Soweto 
students to boycott the schools unti 1 1 national serv·i cemen' had 

been remo~ed from them and 1 11ntil the white authorities come to 

their senses'. Further demands expressed were for free educations 
the establishment of students' representative councils (SRCs) and 

the readmission of students barred from school for being 'too old'. 
(Intergroup 3 (June 1980) 1) 

/ 

Presumab·ly "in an attempt to defuse the situation, the Secreta.ry · 

for Education and Training, Joubert Rousseau, i:runediatedly issued a 

statement that, although 'national servicemen' had been used as 

teachers in Soweto the year before, there were none in 1980. Further~ 

on the Monday for which the boycott had been called, the Regional 

Director of the DET in Johannesburg, Jaap Strydom, addressed '' meeting 
of school principals and members of school governing councils.-. He 

announced to them that there would be an investigation into the 

school fees paid by parents to recommend how these could be reduced 
and standardised and to devise means of cutting the cost of school 
uniforms. Strydom made a special point of denying that the investiga­
tion was to be made as a result of the threat of a school boycott. 
(Financial Mail 75 (7) 15.2.80: 591) 

Meamvhile, students ignored the call to boycott almost completely. 
Monday, 4 February, saw only fb.ttr of Sm·1eto 1 s 51 secondary schools 
respond and primary schoo1s seemed unaffected .. (Financial Mail 75 (7) 

15.2.80: 591) A major criticism of the boycott call which was expressed 
particularly by parents, was that COSAS and ,t\Z/\SO had failed to offer 
any viable alternative to the present system of education. (Argus 
4-. 2.. 80) 
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That same week, hov1ever, on vJednesday, 6 February, in Gugu1etu, 

Cape Town, the students of Fezeka Senior Secondary confronted their 
principal, L. Lubelwana, on a number of issues about which they 

were dissatisfied, including that they lacked r~presentation on 
matters directly affecting themselves; that school fees were 

compulsory; that their parents• contributions to the school fund had 
been increased from R5,50 to RB; that the wearing of uniform was 

compulsory when uniforms were 'expensive and unnecessary'; that they 
were suffering a shortage of textbooks; that some students were 

forced to attend a homework period of tv-10 hours every afternoon from 
3 to 5 pm; and that a teacher had insulted some of the students and 
their parents. (Interviev.iee 26; Argus 20.2.80; Cape Times 20.2.80; 

Social Review 9 (May 1980) 15) 

1. 4 The .first bl~·ief boycotts of' classes in Cape Town 

The next protest action in a Cape Town School to be given 

pub·! icity was that taken by students of Mount Vie111 Senior Seconda.ry 
in the working class township of Hanover Park. On Tuesday, 12 
February, more than 100 of them boycotted classes. ~~hile the·ir four­

pcrson delegation met with the principal, Anyster, to spell out the 
reasons for their dissatisfaction, the rest stood outside. talking in 

groups or playiny a ball game. At this initial stage, the students' 
protest was d·irected primarily against the lack of stat·ionary~ the 

generally poor conditions at the school, and the shortage of textbooks. 
After the students had heard Anyster's explanation of how the situation 
causing their dissatisfaction had·arisen and having later beeri given 
the assurance by the Regional Chief Inspector, Dr Frank Quint, that 
corrective steps would be taken immediately, they decided to return to 
cl asses, saying they wo1Jl d wait to see \•/hen their books a.nd stationary 
would arrive. Quint then seems to have made every effort to defuse 
the discontent boiling up at Mount View Senior Secondary. The next 
morning, Wednesday, 13 February, textbooks were del"ivered to the school. 
Later that day, Quint announced in a press statement that the Admini­
stration of Coloured Relations was considering hiring a commercial 
security firm to prote·ct schools in the area against vandalism and 

that as soon as this had been arranged an immediate start would be 
n1ade with repairing the damaged classrooms and offices. That Quint 



was keen for the public to have some 'acceptable' account for the 

position at the school was indicated not only by his identification 

of vandalism as entirely responsible for the condition the school 

was in but also by his explanation of the shortage of books and 

stationary as the result of a lack of storage space at the school. 
He a 1 so obvfous ly \IJanted to smother instantly the very thought of 

boycotting because he told the press that although 'some of the 

"pupils (had) stood around the playground ..... at no time was there 

a boycott of classes'. {.l\rgus 12.2.80, 13.2.80) 

The follmAJing day, Thursday, 14 February, some 800 Fezeka 

Senior Secondary students began a boycott of classes ir. protest 
against the principal 1 s dismissal of their demands. The points 

which the students had taken up with him had been considered by 

parents, teachers and the school committee but dismissed as un­

founded. Having received conflicting reports from their parents, 

teachers and principal respectively~ and having picked up indications 
that their case was being misrepresented, they demanded to be 

allowed to c:ttencl meet"!ngs of the PTA and school commi ttec-:. (Argus 

20.2.80~ Social Review 9 (May 1980) 15; Intergroup 3 (June 1980) 1) 

Despite the opposition of some of the teachers and the reser­
vations of the rest, the students won this demand and a meeting of 

staff, students and parents was set for i·Jednesday, 20 February. The 

DET was not formally represented but the pol ice kept the meeting 
under surveillance and a man in a 'neat light grey suit' noted down . 
the registration numbers of all the cars parked outside. 

On the ·j ssue of the compulsory and increased fees, thr. students' 
case \'!as 1 ent we·i ght by repor-ts v1hi ch there had been that the 

Regional Director, Owens, had said in a speech in Port Elizabeth 
that as far as the Department was concetned there was no need for 

any child to pay school fees and only R4 needed to be contributed 
to school funds. Furthermore, on the question of students being 
req11-lred by the school to v:ear expensive unHorms, a spokesp2rson 
for the OET had the month before been quoted in a 'Black' Trans-
vaal newspaper as saying that 'whilf'. the [Jepartment does not object 
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to the prescribing of school uniforms these uniforms may not be 

made compulsory and children without them must not be discriminated 

against.' The students asserted themselves strongly at the meeting. 

Most of the teacherss beinq both conservative as well as scared, 

expected the school committee chairperson to protect the principal 
and themselves from the barrage of questions and criticisms fired by 

the students but he was in no position to do so. A teacher interviewed 
-had felt that the students were not justified in putting the questions 

and ma1king the demands that they did. For one thing, whatever money 
was at issue came from the students' parents and if anybody had the 

rigbt. to put any questions and make any demands it was the parents 

and not the students. Despite this ha~ing been the predominant 

attitude of the teachers present, their support for the principal on 
the rise in fees was not strong because he had made the tactical 

mistake of not discussing his reasons for raising the fees with the 

staff. The outcome of the meeting was that the Fezeka school committee 
and parents present declared the students' 'grievances' to be 'rather 

genuine'. The committee decided that the principal had exceeded his 
authority in increasing fees which would revert retrospectively to R4. 
This meant that the principal had to draw out of the school 1 s account 
a substantial sum in order to give parents their 'change'. Students 
were g·iven until the end of April to acqufre uniforms. Attendance uf 

the afternoon 'prep' period v1as made voluntary. (Interv·iel·i~e 26; 

Post 25.1.80; Argus 20.2.80; 21.2.80; Intergroup 3 {June 1980) 1) 

The next day the Fezeka students returned to class. A spokes­
person for the DET told the press that they were 'not entirely happy 
with the outcome' of the previous night's meeting. There was concern 
in the Department over the fact that a boycott had led to changes 
having been forced by students which created a 'doubtful• precedent fm~ 
the future. The spokesperson was further quoted as saying that it was 
an 'extraordinary arrangement 1 that pupi ·1 s should be represe11ted on 
school committees. He said that there were signs that those in 
authority had allowed themselves to be 'pushed into a corner'. Never­
theless he admitted that it was 'a good thing' that a potentially 
serious situation had been defused by dialogue among those involved. 
Overall~ although the Department clearly felt that too much had been 
conceded, there was no official intervention at this stage. {Cape 
Times 22.2.80; SociAl Review 9 (May 1980) 15) 



1. 5 The issues in Hanover Fm"k 

Meanwhile, in Hanover Park, students, community activists 

and even a few teachers \vere organising both in the senior secondary 

schools, Mount View and Crystal, and in the township's broader 
community. Christian and Muslim students' organisations were active 

alongside members of AZAPO as well as persons supportive of the 

African National Congress (ANC). (Interviewees 20, 24, 34, 61) 

A month after the first one-day boycott of classes by approx­

imately 100 students at Mount View Senior Secondary School, on 
Thursd1y evening, 13 March, a protest meeting was held in Hanover 
Park to discuss 'gutter education, school conditions, and the intimi-

dation of students 1
• Pamph 1 ets di str·i buted by students to ca 11 the 

meeting stated that students supported their parents who were 
dissatisfied ~;1ith being 'requested' to pay voluntary school fees 
for textbooks! copy books and uniforms: 'our parents earn little'. 
The meeting was attended by some 300 students, parents and teachers 

from Mount View and Crys t2. l Senior Secondary Schoo 1 s. It was the 
first community meeting to be called~ organised and run by students 
in Hanover Park and was an extraordinary breakthrough in the sense that 

public meetings had for a long time been difficult for anybody to 
organise in that township The turn-out was the more remarkable in 
view of the venue having been in the territory of a much feared gang, 
the Mongrels, where most would usually not have ventured out at night. 

Students told the meeting that the ~ituation at their scl1ools 
then was similar to that of schools in Soweto prior to 16 June, 1976. 

They spelled out specifically what was for· them at issue, inter alia: 

that teachers were coming to school drunk; that teachers often left 
school early on Wednesdays to attend race meetings while others would 
be absent earlier in the day tc lay bets at the off-course tote; 
that school fees \'!en~ compulsory and students were befog sent home 
when their parents did not pay them - in conflict with the .regulations 
according to which voluntary fees had to be paid only by those who 
could afford them; that nothing visibly of benefit to students was 
being done with the money ca1·1ected on 'lists' and as school fees; 
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that parents were still having to pay for books although they were 

supposed to be free; that although students Vli.~n~ issued w"ith norma·1 

hardcover exercise books, teacher~ were requiring them to use the 

ledger-type books and \vere refusing to mark vJork done in the smaller 

ones; that teachers were instructing students to buy the books or 
get out of their classes; that parents were having to pay exam-

ination fees for all standards when fees were supposed t6 be payable 

only for the Standard 8 and matriculation examinations; that parents 
were being forced to pay for athletic meetings even when their children 

were not attending them; that the school committees included members 

who did not have children at the schools; that one of the principals 

had called in the security police to interrogate students after some­

one had written 1 Swapo 1 on a blackboard; that students were being 

forced to leave the school if they· did not wear uniforn1s in spite of 

the fact that uni forms v1ere net supposed to be compulsory; that the 

schools were in such very poor physical conditfon; and that teachers 

were under-qual"ified and unreliable. Furthermore, students told of 
how they had been warned not to attend the meeting because they would 

be involving themselves with politics and communism. Teachers had 
threatened that, if students did attend, the security police would be 

called in and they would be expelled. Out of the meeting came the 

formation of a student-parent committee which announced that it 
would call for a total boycott of classes if 'student intimidation' 
continued. A spokesperson for the committee said they planned to send 

a letter of complaint to Quint and that a follow-up meeting would be 
held in a week's time to_ report on progress. The Mount View principal, 
when approached by journalists after the meeting, told them that he 
was not prepared to answer the complaints which had been voiced. The 

only allegation to which he did respond, was that of drunkeness amongst 
the teachers; his response was, 'I know some of the teachers drink, but 
they never drink in front of me.' (Interviewee 20; Cape Times 15.3.80~ 

17.7.80; Herald 22.3.80; Intergroup 3 (June 1980) 1; Grassroots, 

April 1980: 16) 

1. 6 Early stirrings in the East:ern Cape 

The next part of the country where student resistance surfaced 
that year was the Eastern Cape. Circa mid-March students at 
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Uitenhague Senior SecondarJ had formed an action committee to \\!Ork~ 

inter aiia, for the r.stablishrnent of an SRC and the dism·issal of 

the school's new principal, Stanley Japhta. According to a member 

of the r;ct ion commHtee, students found Japhta 'unapproachab 1e 1 

with their troubles and they o::ijected to the 'high-handed' way in which 

he acted towards them. They were particularly discontented with the 

way he went about maintaining discipline. For example, he had hired 

as a caretaker a member of the 'Peacemakers' - a vigilante gang 

operating against the warring Mafia and Mongrel gangs - and put him 

on ·toilet duties armed with handcuffs. In one incident the man had 

unsuccessfully attempted to handcuff a boy whom he had found smoking 

there. Another issue was that the PT teacher insisted on girls 

supplying their dates of menstruation so that she could draw up a 
1 timetable 1 to prevent students falsely claiming this as an excuse 

for being excernpted from PT or put off s.i ck and sent home. A 1 ittl e 

less than a month after the students formed their action committees a 
school board inquiry found that 'nothing was wrong at the school 

and there is no substance in the pupils' claims'. The conflict came 

to a head on Monday, 17 March,· when over 500 students walked out of 

their classes and, armed with placards, assembled on the sports field. 

At that stage, the Revd Alan Hendrickse, leader of the Labour Party, 

was brought in to persuade the students to return to ~lass and, after 

a peaceful demonstration, they agreed.A The next day the .Uitenhage 

Senior Secondary students were given an assurance by the authorities 

that their grievances would be investigated. At the same ti1ne one 

of their leadefs was visited at home by two policemen, one a captain, 

and warned against the use of violence or intimidation. Then, on 
Thursday, 20 Marchs the students - who were dissatisfied with the 
way in which their representations hz.d been handled - again wa·!ked out, 

demanding the principal 1 s dismissal and a departmental inquiry into 

the issues they had identified. This time three security policemen 

were brought in) not to question the students, but to photograph 

those boycotting class. f.1 senior security policeman told the press 

later that the matter was not regarded as political and that 'at the 

moment' there was no investigation. The following day a student 

spokesperson told the press that they had decided to •cool it 1 for a 

while and go back to class althougi1 not satisfied with the circuit 
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inspector 1 s i nvest·i gati on, They had s however s now '.\ton permission 

for an SRC. The principal was keen to present himself as reasonable 

and conciliatory and to down-play the situatfon which had arisen «t 
his school at the same time as letting the students know that enough 
was enough. He told the press on the Saturday that the whole thing 
had been 'blown out of proportion and was all the result of a mis­
understanding.•· He claimed, 'All matters have been ironed out, and 

... I do not envisage any future problems, and we have agreed not 
to take any action against any teachers or pupils. But, if there is 

any future troubles then we will seriously consider taking steps.' 
{Argus 18.3.80; Weekend Argus 22.3.80; Sunday Times 23.3.80; Herald 

29.3.80) 

By the end of the week, Uitenhague Senior Secondary students 

were not alone in the Eastern Cape. On.Friday 21 March, the 
matriculation students at Newell Senior Secondary in New Brighton, 
Port Elizabeth, numbering some 300, walked out of classes and met 

in the school grounds to discuss their rejection of the double­
stream matriculation syst2m and, specifically being compelled to 
take certain subjects in the standard, rather than the higher, grade. 
Police visited the school and warned the students that they could be 

prosecuted under the Riotous Assemblies Act if they continued their 
walkouts; students at UHenhague Senior Secondary received the sam2 
warning. Later, the Newell students met withtheir principal who 

then agreed that they would all sit for the higher grade examina­
tions at the end of the year. (Weekend Argus 22.3.80; Herald 25.3.80; 

Social Review 9 (May 1980) 15) 

1. 7 Mo bi iisat;fon in Hanover Pa-:i.0 k 

Going back to Monday, 17 March, but this time in Cape Town, that 
night some 5000 pamphlets were distr·ibuted calling for solidarity among 
Black schoolchildren, parents and workers. The pamphlet called on 
parents to protect their children against 'exploitation' and stated, 
'Our parents work as slaves to plea~ us and to provide shelter. We 
are forced to work as cheap labour because our parents cannot afford 
to maintain us. He do not blame them. l~e sympathise with tht'~rn. 

1 A 
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spokesperson for the Hanover Park student-parent committee explained 

that the pamphlets were an attempt to get Black students frcim all 

over the Peninsula to attend their next meeting at St Dominic's Church 

Hall, Hanover Park, on the Thursday evening - which details of date. 
and venue were carried by the local daily press. 

This second Hanover Park meeting, on 20 March~ was atten·ded by 

approximately 600 people. During the meeting a police van cruised up 

and down and again 1 a little man in a grey suit' noted the registration 
numbers of cars parked outside the hall. He later ventured into the 
hall and, after asking some reportedly 'peculiar' questions, left. 

The issues discussed were in general those that had been identified 
at the previous meeting described above. A student told the meeting, 
11 We want to learn~ but we're not b·eing taught. In fact, we can't be 

taught under the conditions at our schools and with the teachers and 

principals we have'. A mother complained that her child had been 

beaten up 1 physically s with the fists' and this was confirmed by 

another student who had witnessed the student being assaulted by one. 

of the teachers. Overa 11 H was very apparent hov.; impatient studr::~nts 

and parents were becoming with the stagna'tion in schooling and wah 

the authorities 1 procrastination o~ such matter as providing books 

and repairing damaged schools. Although the issues themselves were 
not a source of contention amongst those present~ the meeting was 
somewhat disrupted by d·isputes over meeting procedure and, when 

certain persons volunteered to serve on a committee being constituted~ 
some students cha i1 enged their authority. However, these disruptions 
were used by one of those assuming a leadership role to warn the 
meeting that a few people had obviously come with the intentio11 of 
wrecking solidarity. The outcome of the meeting was a demand for the 
resignations of the principals and 'inept 1 teachers at Mount View 
and Crystal Senior Secondary Schools as well as a deputation formed 
to 'confront' the authorities in question, being the OCR, on the 
issues which the students had ·identified. A point on wh-ich the 
meet·ing \·Jas very strong \vas that the com:n-lttee be given clear-cut 
instructions not to work through the Executive of the CRC. There 
were further motions which called for a two-day 'constructive' 
boycott of classes and sought the support of students in other parts 
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of the country, but these were left pend·ing until the deputation had 

presented further proposals at a report-back meeting the following 

week. (Argus 21.3.80; Herald 29.3.80; Grassroots, April 1980: 16; 

Social Review 9 (May 1980) 15; Intergroup 3 (June 1980) 1) 

The beginning of the next week saw students at Newell, Uiten­

hague, Mount View and Crystal Senior Secondary Schools back fo class 

but pressing for the matters they had raised to be given attention. 

At all four schools they were demanding that the principals be 
sacked. (Argus 24.3.80) 

During the course of the week, parents, teachers, politicians and 
academics publicly accused the authorities of 'inexplicable negligence 1 

and called on the Government to act immediately to defuse a 'potentially 

explosive situation•. Franklin Sonn, president of the Cape Teachers• 

Professional Association (CTPA) said in a pub1ic statement that !.-is 

organisation had made 'consistent and angr_v 1 representations to the 

Administration of Coloured Relations to improve conditions at the 

Department's schools. 1 But all we were given were promises and the 
authorities will have only themselves to blame if things turn out 
badly. 1 (Argus 27.3.80) 

1. 8 CZ.Ose of the ·first term: the Depar·tment o.f Co ZouPed Re lat-ions 
reacts 

The day on which the schools closed for the short Easter vaca­
tion, Friday, 28 March, the authorities made a move which in the 
period immediately thereafter was to become a big issue. Five 

minutes before the final bell was rung at Crystal Senior Secondary~ 
three unsealed letters were delivered to the principal, C.I.R. Fortuin 
- they contained the dismissals of three of his staff. The dismissed 

teachers were Elizabeth Everett, Barbara Houghton and Brenda Lieberwitz. 
Being classified White! they were formally only temporarily seconded to 
Crystal on a 24-hour-not-ice basis. Although the Department supplied no 
reasons in writing for the dismissals, allegedly these three teachers 
had 'encouraged' the students to draw up a memorandum of their 
grievances ci.nd two of the, Everett and Li eberwi tz i had attended the 

Thursday-night public meeting. Houghton, who did not attend the meeting, 
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had actually tendered her resignation two days before receiving her 

notice of dismissal. Everett outlined to the press how she saw her. 

dismissal: 1 1 was sympathetic to the grievances of the pupils which 

I feel are quite justified. Conditions at Crystal ... are bad and 

the manner in which corporal punishment is meted out to pupils is 

horrific and in contravention of school ·regulations. I attended 
the meeting because I felt it to be my duty as a teo.cher to find out 

what was going on, but I am convinced that this was a.factor in my 

dismissal ...... My dismissal is totally unfair and I see it as 
victimisation. 1 The three dismissed teachers later described how 

they had fallen into bad grace with Fortuin because of their stand 
over corporal punishment. Everett, for example, had told her form 
class that they had rights regarding corporal punishment and if 

they were punished in contravention of the regulations laid dovm 

they could come and tell her about it and she would takecthe matter 
up with the principal. She had further read the regulations to the 
class. From then,she said, she had a constant flood of complaints 
about corporal punishment from the students. Everett herself had 

witnessed cotporal punishment being irregularly administered on a 
number of occasions. She described how, for instance, she had once 
been 'looking for some maps and opened the bookroom door. Inside a 

girl was standing with her hand held out. She was being caned by a 

male teacher. Just next door were sitting the vice-principal and 
another senior teacher drinking tea. I can't believe they didn 1 t 

know what was going on. '(Cape Times 29.3.80; Sunday Times 30.3.80; 

Argus 31.3.80, 12.4.80; Social Review 9 (May 1980) 16) 

Students in Hanover Park held a meeting to decide on 1 a line 
of actio~' on the Sunday. They demanded the unconditional re­
instatement of the three teachers and they threatened to call a 

boycott to protest against the dismissals - 'the dismissals are 
forcing us into direct confrontation with the authorities.' (Argus 

31.3.80; Intergroup 3 (June 1980) 2) 

The Crysta·! school committee also met and in a statement -

the signatories to which included Fortuin - it repudiated the 
•malicious insinuations 1 made by 'pupils and parents• at the recent 
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public meeting. The co~nittee in turn alleged that teachers wasted 

valuable teaching time by 'subverting the minds of pupils with politics 

and ideologies to bring about chaos and instab·ility in South Afr·lca'. 

(Argus 31.3.80) 

Meanwhile> the Departmental authorities had decided to acquiesce 

tn the demand for the dismissal of the Mount View principal and on 

Monday, 31 March, it became knovm that Anyster had been transferred 

to a school in Mitchell 1 s Plain. (Argus 31.3.80) This was followed the 

next day by a further mildly conciliatory move in the form of a state­
ment by the Commissioner for Coloured Relations, A.P. de V. Kempen, 

that repairs to badly damaged schools would be carried out 1 on a 

priority basis within the next few weeks 1
• As an extra measure the 

Administration had got permission to appoint nightwatchmen at a 

number of schools and he appealed to all communities to c:orne forw<::rd 

and ensure that damage to their schools was prevented. (Argus 1.4.80) 

2.1 Students oTganise 

The short school holiday disrupted momentarily the mobilisation 

in and around the Hanover Park Senior Secondary Schools, 1vhich has 

been documented above, and produced a temporary lull. But there 

were activists at work who had perceived the poss·ibilHies prov·idect 
by the conditions, ~-Jhich had arisens for 01-ganising local Black students 
into a united demonstration of their diss~tisfaction with the schooling 
to which they were subjected. Some such activists were amongst those 
who attended a meeting held on Saturday, 5 April. According to press 
reports~ student representatives from 19 schools met to pledge them­
selves 'to fight the education system at all levels 1

• They reportedly 
affirmed the proposa 1 that a boycott be caned if certain demands 

were not met by the end of the fon owing v1eek, that is, Fr·i day, 
11 AprH, and issued a statement specifying demands s irn-il ar to those 
already made by the lfanover Park students including immediate. del-ivery 
of sufficient textbooks to the schools and immediate repairs to 
damaged schools~ as well as the additional demand for their teachers 
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to be better p·aid. It seems that the story which appeared in the 

press was based on a report phoned in to journalists under a 
pseudonym which was partia"lly fabricated, at least to the extent 

that allegedly it had only been students from approximately five 

schools who met that Saturday. Planned in conjunction with this 

report, a series of placards echoing the demands made at the weekend 

meeting were tied to the fence outside the Wynberg Re9ional Offices 

of the OCR and headquarter.s of the \.·Jynberg Inspectorate. l1ourna lists 

had been tipped off and photographs of the placards along with a 
report of the alleged meeting of 19 schools appeared in the Monday 

morning newspaper. (Interviewees 20, 23, 34; Cape Times 7.4.80; 

Social Review 9 (May 1980) 16; Intergroup 3 (June 1980) 2) 

By the middle of this next week it became public that the other 

local principal whose dismissal was being demanded~ Fortuin of Crystal 

Senior Secondary School, ha.d been replaced by his deputy and himself 

transferred to work on an educational research project for the Admin­

istration. At the same time, a student spokesperson was reported in 
the pi~ess as saying that, although Fortuin's 'transfer' had met one 

of their demands, their deimrnd for the re-ins tatt:ment of the three 

dismissed teachers still stood. The three teachers themselves had 
in the meantime lodged letters of complaint concerning their dismissals 

with the Directer of Coloured Education, A.J. Arendse. (Argus 9.4.80; 

Grassroots, April 1930: 16) 

2. 2 Non-representative 1°epresentations to th& Government 

It was at this relatively early stage that the first high-

level r·epresentations to the Government on the situation developing 
in certain schools under the OCR were made. Th~ initiative was 
taken, with no mandate from the students or anybody else as far as 
was· knovm, by Lofty Adams who, on v<lednesday) 9 fa.pri ·i , announcc~d to 
the press that he had had an urgent interview with the Minister of 
Coloured Relations, Marais Steyn~ about conditions at Coloured schools. 

He further conveyed in his statement the Minister's assurance to him 
personally that the three White teachers had not been unfairly treated 
but had been dismissed to make their post~ available to suitably 
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qualified Coloured teachers. According to Adams, the Minister 'was 

fully aware What was happening and said steps had been taken to 

bring relief. 1 When asked later by a journalist to account for his 
visit to Steyn~ he- did so "iri the follm1Jing terms: 1 I went to him 

because I think it is the duty of every parent to try to defuse a 

very exp1osive situation.' (Argus 9.4.80; Sunday Tribune 13.4.80) 

Meam1Jhil e, Everett and Li eberwi tz had gone to the Wyn berg 
Regional Offices of the DCR to apply for alternative teaching 

positions - they were unwittingly offered their old jobs at Crystal 

Senior Secondary! The offers were subsequently withdrawn and when 

the school re·-opened for the second term they had not been replaced 

by anybody classified either White or Coloured. (Argus 12.4.80; Sunday 
Tribune 13.4.80) 

2 .. 3 Resignation· of the Edi~cat·ion Council 

Later in the same week, there was another development at the 
'top' of the hierarchy. At the time, the formally highest body in 

Coloured Education - although only an advisory body ~- was the Educa­

tion Council. On its executive committee were Professor Richard van 
der Ross, Senn and the Council 1 s chairperson, Quint. At the Council's 
invitation, on 11 April, the Deputy Minister of Coloured Relations, 

S.P. ( 1 Pen 1
) Kotze, and the Secretary for Coloured Relatiyns, 

J.H.T. Mi1ls 5 came to explain the Government's plans for the CRC's 
successor, the all-nominated Coloured Perspns' Council {CPC). 

Directly after having had these plans explained to it~ the 
Council went into committee to discuss a motion calling on all its 
twelve members to resign. The motion was carried unanimously after 
three dissenting members had withdrawn from the meeting. Rather 
than requesting the State President to disband the Council, they 
decided to res ·i gn wHh imrnedi ate effect. As one of its forme1~ 
members explained afterwards, 1 We wanted this to be a gesture of 
rejection of the exposition of Government policy we had just had 
from Mr Kotze and Mr Mills.' Had they continued on the Edu.cation 
Council their nomi na.ti ons thereto wou1 ct have had to have been 
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confirmed by the nevJ CPC executive - had the Government gone ahead 

and appointed one - where originally they had been nominated by the 

Labour Party -controlled Executive of the erstwhile CRC. 

Steyn responded with a public admonishment to the effect that 

serving officers of the Coloured Education Department were not free 

to resign from the Council unless they also resigned from their 

official positions and •at most' could ask that their appointments 

be terminated. One of those who had resigned in town .hit back at 

Steyn: 1 That is big brother trying to l'lrield the big stick by hinting 

that our job might be in jeopardy. Before the Minister wields this 

stick, he should inform himself about the mood in the coloured 

community and the current state of coloured education. Then, if he 

is wise, he will recognise that he has less power in the present 
situation than he apparently thinks he has. 1 (Interviewee 42; 
Argus 14.4.80, 15.4.80) 

2. 4 Ultimatum J)?om the students 

Returning to the student- comm•mity 1evel ~ towards the end cf 

the week there was widespread distribution of pamphlets calling for 
student 'solidarity• and expressing resistance to 1 gutter education'. 

Jn the pamphlet, students said they knew the importance of an educa­

tion and the sacrifices made by their parents to give them one. 
They explained that they were mobilising in response to their 
1 inferior education' \1Jhich had been keeping them in their oppressed 
position and were demanding that the system be radically changed. 
1 Students have stated what they think of ethnic education. It is an 
educatfon for domination, inferior in every respect. 1 

( lntervi ewee 34; 

Argus 11.4.80) 

A meeting of student leaders was planned for Saturday, 12 Aprils 
to be held in a Salt River home. After the students became aware of 
the tight S!.lrveillance under which the Security Police ho.d kept the 
meeting place since the morningt they n1anaged at the last minute to 
get the Spa Hall in Athlone as an alternative venue. More than a 
hundred student representatives from twenty Peninsula seconda1~ 
schools and other educational institutions attended the meeting. 
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There was consensus amongst those present that what action had 

been promised by the authorities 1t1oul d not rnateri ally change the 

position even if carried out. In a statement emerging from the 

meeting, the students said, 'The steps taken by Mr Steyn to supply 
proper textbooks and to keep the school buildings in good repair 

are the run-· of-the-min things any good adrni n i st ration should do. 

What we are dissatisfied with is the general low standard and 

poor conditions surrounding coloured education.' The meeting 

decided to give the Government two-and-a-half weeks to meet their 

demands or at 1 east to respor1d to them fo a concrete way. If by 

the end of the month their ultimatum had been ignored they would 

call for a boycott. A list of students' d~nands was drawn up at 
the meeting and included the scrapping of 'racial. education 1

; the 
immediate establishment of SRCs at a.11 secondary and tertiary level 
educational institutions; an immediate review of the Government's 

fiscal policy on Black schools; the provision of sufficient text-
books - the correct ones and free - as well as of adequate educa-
tional equipment; action against principals and teachers w!Jo 

contravene regulations; re-instatement of the three teachers dismissed 
.from Crysta 1 Senior Secondary;_ and. re-instatement of any students v1ho 

bad been expelled for political reasons. Another meeting was planned for 
the following Saturday to consider 'further action. '(Argus 12.4.80, 
14.4.80; Social Review 9 (May 1980)16) 

2: 5 Suppo1•t for the students 

The authorities' attempts presumably at defusing the situation 
by prom1s1ng to repair buildings and deliver textbooks and by re­
moving two principals met with a response from parents and community 
leaders which was similar to the students' response. For instance, 
the vice-chairperson of the Rylands Parents' Association - an 
organisation founded by parents who considered those serving on the 
school committees ·in the a1·ea to be 'a 11 Govcrrnm?nt yes·-men' - wa.s 

quoted the same day as the abov.:~ students 1 meet fog as saying that 
the steps taken by the authorities so far did not cure the real 
ills in Colo11red Education. He proceeded to enumerate many more 
sources of dissatisfaction inclu9ing t.hat \vear-ing uniforms in some 

( 

schools was compulsory even tho0gh parents could not afford it; that 
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school fees were being enforced where most parents could not afford 

them; that corporal punishment v1as applied beyond the limits of 

the regulations; that students were forced by some teachers to buy 

hard-cover ledger-type exercise books irrespective of domestic 

circumstances; that students were interrogated by the Security 

Police on school premises; that students were victimised if they 

stood up for their rights and some had been unfairly expelled; that 

students were sometimes evicted from classes because they could not 

cope with the work; that students were forced to do subjects 

which they would not need for their future careers; and that in 

many instances equipment needed for a course was not available 

(Argus 12.4.80) 

3 The boycott begins: its f!rst day 

It was on Monday, 14 April, that the boycott began. The Satur­

day meeting's decision not to call students out on a mass boycott 

unless the authorities had failed to respond adequately to their 

demands by the end of the month was overridden by the students of at 

least 6 schools who started boycotting that day. Only one of these 

schools fell under the DET and that was Fezeka Senior Secondary in 

Guguletu. The others, all \·1ithin the DCR's Wynberg region, were 

Bri dgetm·m, Park\'JOOd, Steenberg and \~ynberg Senior Secondary Schoo·! s 

and Sentinal Junfor Secondary. On that first day there were already 

at least 5000 students boycotting. The form which the boycott took 

right from this beginning was that of a clp.ss boycott as opposed to 
a complete staya\'Jay from school. Only at Parkwood Senioi~ Secondary 

did students stay away altogether. In the latter case it was of 
obvious significance that. as referred to above, the Parkwood campus 
had been temporarily closed as unfit for educational purposes and 
the students were being bussed daily to school in Mitchell 1 s Plain. 
To the extent that Parkwood students met that morning to discuss and 
decide on a boycott it was at the pofot frcm v1hi ch their busses 
departed. It appears that nostudents would have been allowed on to 
the bus even if they had wanted to board ii:. t\ft..er a t\110_·-day sta,)~a111ay 

they returned to school to join thf~ boycott of cla~.ses on the lfodn('sday. 

(Argus 14.4.80; Cape Times 15.4.80; Social Review 9 (May 1980) 16) 
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At Fezeka Senior Secondary, while only one class carried on 

with its lessons more than 800 students attended a meeting outside 

in the school grounds at which it was decided to boycott classes 

until such time as their demands had been met. Their demands were 

as they had made them almost two months earl ·i er with one immediate 

demand modified and one additional demand. Fezeka students had 

already several weeks previously elected an SRC - consisting of two 

representatives from each class - but it had still not been recognised 

by the school authorities. Their demand 1vas thus for its recognition. 

The additional demand was that the intimidation of students be 

stopped and specifically that the threats of expulsion which had 

been made against some of them be withdrawn forthwith. The principal, 

in what was presumably an attempt to retain some initiative, dismissed 

the students at lunchtime and told them to return the next day. (Argus 

14.4.80; Cape Times 15.4.80; Social Review 9 (May 19~0) 16) 

At the start of school at v!ynberg Senior Secondary, students 
gathered in the quadrangle and refused to go into class. The prefects 

handed in their badges becau~e, according to a student spokesperson, 

among other things, they had been chosen by the principal and staff 

and not elected by the student body. Their only definite demand at 
this stage was for the immediate formation of an SRC. But, according 
to the spokesperson, their action was not only in support of this 

demand but also 'in solidarity with pupils whose schools have not 
been repaired.' When representatives of the students met with the 

principal to ask him to allow an SRC he told them they would get 
their answer in two weeks' time. The students rejected this response 
and decided to continue a boycott of classes until their demand had 

been met. At about llhOO, the principal tried to close the school 
and ordered them to go home. The students refused to disperse and 
their spokespersons made it clear.that they intended to remain at 
school all day everyday until their demand hc:d been met. (Argus 14.4.80; 

Cape Times 15.4.80; Grassroots, April 1980: 16) 

At Bridgetown Senior Secondary School, all the students except 
for one class started boycotting after they had held a meeting durfog 
the second interval to discuss what to do. Their demands were a 
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selection of those which the Hanover Park students had earlier put 

forward alo:ig with further demands specific to their particular 

school, including the dismissal of one of their teachers, the 

appointment of a biology teacher~ and the immediate provisfon of 

a laboratory and a library. (Cape Times 15.4.80) At Steenberg 
Senior Secondary, students refused to go to classes and staged a 

'sit-in' with placards bearing slogans such as 'Away with inferior 

-education'. (Argus 14.4.80) At Sentinal JuniOr Secondary_ that 

very first morning t the full complement of secondary students at 

the school - those in Standards 6, 7 and 8 - formed up in the 

grounds outside. No students tried to 'bunk 1 off and their assembly 

was entirely orderly. 1heir decision was to start boycotting 

immediately and of this they informed the principal. (Interviewee 22) 

In addition to the schools already mentioned, there were at least 

two otherss as well as Hewat Teachers Training College, where students 
held meetings to discuss the situation which.had arisen. At Spes 

Bona Senior Secondary, students held a mass meeting at which they 

decided to begin a boycott of classes the next day and to continue 
with it until conditions at Peninsula schools had been improved. 

At West.ridge Senior Secondary~ in Mitchel1 's Plain, students met 

during an interval which the principal extended to give them adequate 
time. After the meeting several students met with the principal to 
convey their demand for an SRC. (Argus 14.4.80) At Hewat Teachers 

Training College, students held a mass meeting at the start of 

lectures to discuss condtions at the schools and other educational 
institutions such as their own as well as to consider the conditionally 
proposed call for a boycott. It v;as decided to hold a meeting every 

morning for the following three days to discuss what were for them the 
issues and their demands. (Cape Times 15.4.80) 

That Monday also saw pamphlets, outlining what was at issue for 
students,distributed at Peninsula schools. In the evening of the 
same day, about a thousand people gathered at the Westridge Civic 
Centre in Mitchell's Plain to pledge their support for the stude~ts. 
A resident who attended~ was quoted in a community newspaper as 
saying hm<J he admired the young 16·· and 17-year··o ·1 d students 1rJho had 
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addressed the meeting so confidently and explained the problems at their 

schools to the parents - it's a whole new generation'. (Cape Times 

15.4.80; Grassroots, April 1980: 1) 
'. 

Thus, by the end of the first day many of what were to become 

features of the boycott for much of its duration were al ready in 

evidence. Students had responded to an, albeit at that stage 

embryonic, co-ordinated student leadership. The response had been 

uneven and, to the extent that it had taken the form of initiating 

an immediate boycott instead of waiting till the end of the month 

as per the terms of the Saturday meeting's ultimatum, it conflicted 

with the actual call made by the leadership. Students under both 

the Departments of Coloured Relations and of Education arid Training 

were involved. The form taken by the boycott was tha{ of a boycott 

of classes with a minority of students staying away from school 

altogether. Individual student bodies were deciding for themselves 

at mass meetings on what action to take. Students were openly 

challenging the school authorities. The formation and recognition 

of SRCs vias emerging as a central demand. Over and above demands 

for specific improvements and reforms, the rejection of inferior 

education as a whole had already been expressed. Principals' re­

sponses had ranged from outright opposition to being relatively co­

operative. Prefects had resigned. Widespread discussion of con­

ditions at the schools had begun as well as debate as to what 

action to take. There had been public expression of parental 

support for the students• stand at a well attended community 

meeting; and pamphlets outlining the issues and calling for ~ction 
had been distributed. 

In spite of the entirely peaceful and orderly actions of the 

students~ Quint publicly objected to the way students were 1 demanding 1 

what they wanted. He to.Id the press: 1 lt is not necessary for them 

to go into all these hysterics. If they want student councils, they 
only have to ask the"ir principals. 1 At the same t-Jrne, he chose to 

deny that there had been a 'boycott' at any school, saying that 

students had ~erely approached their principals with the demand for 

SRCs; and this only at three schools, namely Parkwood, Westridge 

and l~ynberg Senior Secondtiry Schools. It was from Parkwood Senior 
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Secondary that there had been a .complete stayav.;ay and no contact 

with the principal had been made at all (Cape Times 15.4.80) 

It is appropriate to deal with the fate of prefects at this 

_early stage since their demise was immediate. Prefects constituted 

barely an issue ·1ater in the boycott and were a factor in its course 

still less . 

. At the time the boycott began~ it was the exceptional OCR 

secondary schoo1 in the Peninsula which did not have a prefect system. 
The very few schools, which had had an SRC before the boycott began, 

had also had prefects. One of the latter schools had a system of 
rotating prefects whereby every Standard 10 student had a.r. opportunity 

to be a prefect for some part of his/her final year - the full set 
of prefects would be changed periodically. In the case of this school 
and others at which there were both prefects and an SRC, they generally 

co-existed without friction. This would seem to have been because 
the function of the tvw systems, respectively, were different, com­

bined with the fact of overlapping membership. Prefects were charged 
by school authorities with limited disciplinary duties while members 
of an SRC were elected by their fellow students mainly to take 
initiative in the organisation of extra-mural cultural activities as 
we.11 as to represent them to the pri nci pa 1 on matters with which they 

were dissatisfied. Most commonly, prefects vwu1d be selected by 
the principal in consultation with the teachers or, at any rate, the 
more senior amongst them. In rare instances, students would have 
some circumscribed say in the selection of prefects along with staff. 

There was a fairly widespread tendency for prefects to be 
selected from the academically higher achieving students and were 
often perfectly well respected by their fellows. The latter was not 
consistently the case. Thus, for ex~mple, at Mount View Senior 
Secondary School those appointed prefects were 'kids who were r.1ore 
feared than respected'. Befog a prefect was a strong-arm operation 
which had nothing to do with being a :good student'. Mount View 

prefects would administer summary punishment and v.buse tlic:~ir power 
in such practices as permitting students in contravention of the rules 
to go to the shop opposite during interval in return for a cooldrink, 

packet of chips or some like reward. 
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The prefect system was generally not !liked. but it v1as seldom 
overtly opposed. Prefects were widely regarded as the staff's 

lackeys although students' attHudes toward them varied with indiv­

id~al prefects and from school to school, ranging from hatred to 
some degree of respect. Where they were found to have been least 

rejected was at the school where matric students served as prefects 

on a rotational basis. The latter system minimised the possibility 

of prefects developing illusions about what was a role restricted to 

very specific tasks. In contrast, another school was found to have 

had a history of resistance to the strategy of indirect rule which the 

prefect system constituted. The school a11thorities 1 use of students 

to control their fellow students had been a source of constant con­

tention. The struggle around this issue had led, inter aZia, to 

prefects handing in their badges and the ostracism 0f those who would 
not. 

Hith the boycott came a widespread demand for the abol itfon of 

prefects. At some schools the student body lost no time in instructing 
the prefects to take off the-i r badges. Some prefects immediately 

handed them in of their own accord. None attempted to assert them­
selves as prefects and those, who went on to play leadership roles 
during the boycott, did so independently of their past positions 

as prefects. Many of them would seem to have dropped demoralised into 
the background. The prefect system as a whole collapsed ~nd, with 

the rest of what constituted 'normal school 1
, went into limbo for the 

duration of the boycott. (Interviewees 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 20, 21, 25, 32, 
34, 38, 40, 41, 57, 58) 

5 The boy_cott joined: __ t_h_e_fh_·s_t_w_e_e_k 

5.1 The boycott spreads 

The boycott spread rapidly in the Cape Peninsula during its 
first week. More students from more schoo 1 s j ofoed everyday. By 

the end ~f the week an estimated 25 000 students from thirty Peninsula 
OCR schools as well as Fezeka Senior Secondary were boycotting class. 
The schools which became involved in this openi~g phase were Alexander 
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Sinton, Arcaaia, Athlone, Belgravia, Belhar, Bellville South~ 

Bishop Lavis, Bontelleu~1e1, Bridgetown, Cathkin, Crystal~ Elsies 

River, Els1vood, Heideveld, John Ramsay, Kensington, Manenberg, 

Mount View, Oaklu.nds~ Rylands, Schotsche Kloof, Silverstream~ 

Spes Bon, Vista and Wittebom2 Senior Secondary Schools as well 

as those already mentioned, namely Bridgetown~ Parkwood, Steenberg 

and \iiynberg Senior Secondaries and Sentinal Junior Secondary Schoo·l. 

5. 2 'J.'he process of coming -z,n 

Not every school came into the boycott along a single route. 

However, from the details of how students at individual schools 

began boycotting can be abstracted a process whereby information 

concerning initiatives taken and their consequences were communi­

cated to some or all students at a particular school who on the basis 

thereof in turn took initiatives which resulted in classes there 
being boycotted. The precise course taken by this process at any 

one school would be accounted for only by a detailed description of 
the concrete combination of a myriad circumstantial factors. 

ConcerninJ the media whereby information was communicated, 
particularly just before the beginning of the boycott and in its 

first few days, the most important medium was 'bush telegraph'. 

At its most haphazard this involved information flowing out along 
regular channels of communication between students at different 
schools who were associated with one another in some other context 
such as sport, religious practice, family or neighbourhood. More 
deliberately and with more effect, activists would contact indiv-
iduals whom they happended to know, or to know of, and whom they 
considered capable of taking initiative at their respective schools. 
It was a process that developed its own dynamic. For example, at 
Spes Bona, wh~ch already had an SRC, the students~ after themselves 
deciding to come out on boycott~ sent representatives to make contact 
with other schools in the vicinity. Along with 'bush telegraph', 
pamphleteering was arr important medium of communication. From the 
first week of the boycott vast quantities of pamphlets were distributed. 
At Rylands Senior Secondary, for instance, the boycott began on 18 
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April after a batch of prunphlets had been flung by a student from 

another school over the fence into the school grounds. They were 
grabbed and read immediately and a few minutes later the student, 

who was already assuming the leadership at the school, stood 

forv1ard to call for a boycott. How the boycott started at Alexander 

Sinton Senior Secondary, on the other hand, was with a letter re­
ceived from students at Crystal Senior Secondary explaining their 

'hassles' and requesting the Sinton students to stand with them. 

Finally, in this connection, the public media - and in particular 
the local English-language press - also served as an important 

vehicle for the dissemination of information. Concerning substance, 

the initial informa.tion which reached schools genera11y included 

some account of the grievances of students at Mount View and Crystal 

Senior Secondary Schools along with the idea of a boycott in support 

of the Hanover Park students and in protest against the system to 

which they were. all subject. f\fter 14 Apri1 the informatioh in-· 

eluded the fact that students at certain schools had already begun 

a boycott. 

The response of individual students to the information reaching 

them inevitably varied and so did the collective response of students 
at different schools. These collective responses ranged from initial 

opposition through critical consideration, relative inertias carefully 

considered support, to uncritical enthusiasm. At some schools the 
decision to boycott was taken in an ad hoc manner by a certain section 

of the.student body and became de facto th~ decision of the student 
body as a whole when those who had made the initial move were joined 
by the rest of the students. At some schools the initiative of even 
one student playing a leadership role seemed to b~ sufficient to 
bring the student body out instantly. At others a majority vote was 
taken after often long and heated debate. When the different schools 

. came into the boycott varied over a period of approximately a week­
and-a-hal f in the case of those in the Cape Town area. How the school 
authorities learned of the boycott's commencement at their school 
was either by finding the students not in class or by student rep­
resentatives informing them that they v.1ere jo"infog the boycott or 
first the former and then the latter. The extent of division/ 
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consensus over participation ·in the boycott and over ho\,_1 to conduct 

the boycott varied. If student bodies m&naged by any stage to 

organise themselves sufficiently to respond collectively in a 

coherant way to the situation, how long they took to do so varied. 

At some schools the students organised themselves in a disciplined 

and purposeful way right from the outset; at others they went 

_through an initial phase of distressed milling around unsure of 
how to behave or what to do. 

At this early stage there was also considerable unevenness of 

participat"ion in the boycott, not only in the Cape Town reg"ion as a 

whole which has already been illustrated, but also at individual 

schools. Not every student joined the boycott at every schoo 1 v1here 

there were classes be·ing boycotted. At some schools there was a 

substantial minority attempting to continue in class while at certain 
others it was only u. minority who \'Jere boycotting class at thu.t 

stage - it was often particular standards or classes which were, or 
were not, boycotting. Furthermore, while hundreds, when not thousands, 

of students were daily joining the boycott there were also those who 
returned to class before the first week was out. Fezeka students 
did so after certain issues had been provisionally resolved at a 
meeting of the schoo 1 crnrnni ttee on the Monday night. At Wyn berg 
Senior Secondary, in spite of a student spokesperson having said on 

the Wednesday that they would not return to class until there had been 
a change in the 'racist educational structure•, the next day they did 
return· to their classes. Wittebome students also resumed classes 
short.ly after having joined the boycott. Amongst the schoo 1 s at 

which students had not become actively involved in the boycott by 

the end of the first week were Crestway~ Grassy Park, Groenvlei, 
Harold Cressy, Heathfield, Lavender Hill, Livingstone, Ocean View, 
Salt River~ South Peninsula, Steenberg, Trafalgar and .Zeekoeivlei 
Senior Secondaries as well as certa"in schools in Mitchell 1s Plain. 
At some of these schools, although students had not started boy­
cotting, time was set aside during the week for discussion of the 
situation as it developed. 
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5. 3 At sehool_,out of cl.ass 

The decision of students who had begun boycotting in the 

first week was at most schools - whether taken by design or by de­

fault - to the effect that they should not return to classes that 
week but let further action be determined by a meeting of students' 

representatives called for the Saturday. In the meantime, the 
boycotting students continued coming to school. What they did 
there varied from school to school. At some of the schools which 
had not previously had an SRC there was an early attempt to establish 

some form of representative structu~e or at least an organised 

leadership in the form of what was called, for example, a working 

body. Much time was spent in mass meetings as well as more in­
formally discussing developments. Students staged placard demon­

strations along the school fence and/or marched around the grounds. 
At a fevJ schools there were the embryonic beginnings of an 'awareness 

' prograrnme 1
• Inevitably, especially in this opening phase of the 

boycott, there was also a considerable amount of milling about doing 
nothing. (Interviev-1ees 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 14, 21, 2?., 27, 32, 33, 34, 37, 

38, 40, 41, 48, 49, 50, 54, 58) 

5. 4 Boyco·tt-ing beyond the Peninsula.. 

The boycott's opening phase was not confined entirely to the 

Peninsula. In the Western Cape students at Gordons Senior Secondary 
in Somerset West joined the boycott during the first week and, while 
expressing solidarity with the boycotting students of Cape Tovm, they 
presented the principal with a set of the"ir demands. (Argus 18.4.80) 
Then on the Fri day, 18 April, the Cupe student boy cotters were 
joined by at least 2000 in Johannesburg. Early that morning more than 
a thousand students of Chr·i sti aan Bothrna Senior Secondary in Bosmont 
marched from the fr schoo 1 to nE'.arby Coronat i onv'il le Senior Secondary. 
There students of the two sciloc 1 s held a meeting a.nd decided to come 

out in support of the Cape boycott. Their demands, \.'.'hich VJere set 
out in a pamphlet read at the meeting, included: abolition of racial 
education; integration of all schools; equal distribution of mon~y 

for education; higher standards of education; parity of all teachers' 
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salaries; abolition of the ministerial consent required by students 

of one classification who wish to attend a university reserved for 

another classification group; abolition of the OCR and better 

textbooks. The meeting pledged supp.art for the boycotting Cape 

students and further called on principals to take up their demands 

with the authorities. The students, then scme 2000 strong, marched 

to Corona ti on vi 11 e Primary School. Thei"e the gates had been 1 ocked 

to prevent them from entering the grounds and after a few minutes 

they moved on. The marchers carried placards on which were slogans 

s~ch as 'We don't want inferior education'~ 1 Treat our teachers 

fa·i rly 1 and 1 Down with the CAD 1
• They were on their way to Westbury 

Senior Seccndary when they were intercepted by the security police 

and the 'flying squad'. The march was stopped and a Bosmont student 

detained; Later he was released when the students, after being 

reminded by a student who addressed them with a police megaphone that 

'We want no violence and no one to get hurt', promised to disperse. 

(Argus 19.4.RO. Grassroots, April 1980 : 16) 

5. 5 Incept·ion of the Cowrrittee of 6,1 

Cape Town students had called a meeting of representatives of 

the schools and other educational institutions for Saturday, 19 April. 

It had been planned to be held at Hewat Teachers Training College 

but on arrival the students learned that the Hewat authorities had 

withdrawn their permission to hold the meeting on the college campus. 

The venue was shifted to a mission hostel hall in Crawford outside 

which there was the by now exp~cted police patrol during the meeting. 

Due to the size of the alternative venue, about a third of the students, 

who had come for the meeting, had to be turned away. Their solution 

was to choose four delegates to represent each institution - some 244 

students representing 61 i nstitut"ions attended. Virtually every 
Black secondary school in the Peninsu-la as well as ones in Paarl, 

Worcester and Stellenbosch were represented,. There were delegates 
from as far afie.ld as George and Oudtshoorn. Tertiary students v:ere 

also represenied from UWC, Hewat Teachers Training College, Bellville 

Training College, South Ca.pe Training Coliege, the Peninsula. Technikon 

as \I/ell as the Bl u.ck student body at UCT. 

The students barred the press:from their three-hour meeting but 
during a break a spokesperson read out a statement. In it the 

students condemned the education they were receiving as 'ideological 
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control on the part of the State'. 'The_y are train-ing people 

for a cheap labour market. This protest is against all racist 
educational systems, and is not confined to colour or creed.' 
According to the press statement, the meeting called for immediate 

action on various issues, inter alia : the lack of autonomous 
SRC's at most schools; the necessity to apply for Government 

permits when students wish to attend certain educat:ional institu­

tions; the Security Police having free access to school premises; 
the disparity in money spent on the education of the various •race' 

groups; the failure to repair damaged schools; the acute shortage 

of qua 1 i fi ed teachers; the shortage of textbooks; the compul SOl'Y 

wearing of uniform; the abuse of corporal punishment; and the 

unfair dismissal of certain teachers. 

The meeting decided to organise a full boycott for a furthe~ week 
after which they would decide again whether or not to continue. 

The call issued by the meeting was for students to attend school 

but to boycott class. According to the statement released, the 
coming week would be used to 'educate fellow students about the 

reasons for the unrest'. Regular classes would be replaced by 

alternative education and an awareness programme was being devised 

for students 'to come to grips with the issues involved in the 

boycott 1 
• 

.The students further announced that they were electing an umbrella 

body of repr~sentatives from the 61 institutions represented at the 
meeting. They would not release the nam~s of the members of what came to 
be kn mm as the Committee of 61 - and a. 1 i tt le later as the Committee 
of 81 - because, it was explained, they needed to operate confidentially. 
At the same time, according to their statement, 'Students unanimously 
reject a 11 statements made on their beha H by racist bodies such tis 
the Labour Party, 1 ecturers at racist ins ti tu ti ans and reactionary 
teachers' organisations like the CTPA. 1 All delegates present 

.agreed on behalf of ~h~ir instituti~ns to join the boycott on.the 
Monday. (Argus 19.4.80; Sunday Times 20.4.80; Social Review 9 
(May 1980) 17) 
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6 !:_ week of marches ar'.9 m_Pet i-1].8_?_ 

6.1 The boycott still spreading 

The second week of the boycott brought students in from 
_many parts of the country includ'ing all the major urban centres. 

This was in fact the first week in which the emergent student 

leadership had called on students to boycott classes - whether or 

not it was at this stage actually to their call that students 
were respond"ing. 

On the Monday of that week there were already some 80% of 

Black secondary schools 'in the Peninsula participating although 

African students were attending classes as normal. Virtually all 

Coloured secondary and tettiary students around Cape Town were 

boycotting by the end of the second week. Furthermore, they \'Jere 
joined or. the Friday by primary students from at least three schools, 

namely Bellville South, Bonteheuwel and Surrey Estate Primaries. 

Students all over the Western Cape started coming out on boycott. 

Some of the schools invo·lved \>/C!re Gordons Senior Secondary in 

Somerset West, Luckhoff in Stellenbosch, Vredenburg and Saldannah 

Senior Secondaries, Emi 1 ~Jed er Senior Secondary in Genadenda l , and 

Fred Gaum in Ceres. Further afield in the Cape, students of Bastiaanse 
Senior Secondary in Beaufort West came into the boycott. In the 
Eastern Cape~ 16 out of a total of 17 ColQured and Indian senior 
secondary schools were boycotting by the end of the week. In 
Kimberley, at least two schools.were participating. The boycott 
spread immediately throughout Johannesburg and the Reef including 
at tertiary 1 eve l the Rand and Betha 1 Co 11 eges of Education. By the 
middle of the week about 2000 of Lenasia 1 s approximately 5000 Indian 
students had come out. A 11 Pretoria Co 1 cured secondary schools 

~ joined the boycott as did, for example, Toekomrus Senior Secondary near 
Randfontein. The boycott cilso spread to schools in parts of Natal 
and the OFS, includ'ing Durban) Pietermaritzburg and Bloemfonte·in. 

Press estimates of the number of students boycotting class on Moriday, 
21 April, put it at around 100 000. IL as claimed by Steyn, this 
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was an inflated figure for the beginning of the second weekj 

it seems that.it could not have exaggerated the extent of the 

boycott by the end of the week. (Argus 21.4.80, 22.4.80, 23.4.80, 

24.4.80, 25.4.80, 26.4.80; Cape Times 26.4.80; Star 9.5.80; 

Social Review 9 (May 1980) 16-17) 

6.2 Student marches 

A prominent feature of this second week of the boycott was 

that students - notably in Cape Town, Johannesburg and Durban -

staged, or attempted to stage, off~campus protest marches which 

resulted in a degree of direct confrontation with the police. The 

first such march started from Eldorado Park Senior Secondary in 

Johannesburg. On the Monday morning, pickets allowed no students 

nor teachers into the school. After holding a half-hour placard 

demonstration outside the school, Eldorado Park students, numbering 

about a thousand, marched to Kl i ptovm Senior Secondary where they 

collected another thousand students before marching further. Leaders 

of the march emphasised to the press that their demonstration was 

non-via 1 ent and stopped photog1'aphs befog tctken. Another march 't/as 

undertaken that morning by students of Westbury and Coronationvi"i le 

Senior Secondaries who joined forces and marched to Bosmont Senior 

Secondary. Strong contingents of police kept the demonstrating 

students under surveillance but, although they confiscated posters, 

the police did not intervene to stop these marches - as they wern to 
do later in the week. {Argus 21.4.80) 

6. 3 The A-thl-one ma:rch 

The biggest mass march of the week occurred the next day, 
Tuesday,. 22 April, in Athlone and was a major event in the boycott 
as it developed in the Cape Peninsula. The march took place against 
the explicit decision of Saturday's meeting of the Committee of 61. 
It was not possible to establish pre~isely how the counter-decision 
was ·~aken. The student, who would seem to have been the 1 eadi ng 

proponent of the plan, was prominent in the leadership at Spes Bona 
Senior Secondary. That trri s student at the t"ime app;:;rently enjoyed 
the backing of a self-constituted core group, which wa~ in due course 
to achieve a relat:ively dominant position "in the Committee! of 81, as 

it was to become~ ·is the only "indica·Uon that possibly the march had 
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a degree of support VJith"in the Committee 1 s emergent 1 eadershi p. 

There were a few others in the Comm"ittee of 61 v1ho were a 1 so aware of 

the proposed march .. At an informal meet"ing in one of their homes 

the night before the march took place and at which the student 

leader in question was presents there was heated debate on the 

issue and an attempt made to dissuade him from taking his school 

out into the streets. Be all this as it may, the decision to go 
ahead with a march i.vas certain.ly not made by the Committee of 61 and 

was in no way a collective one. Student critics of the march were 
later to argue that· it had taken place not in consequence of any 

mass frustration supposedly experienced by the student body but as 

a result of sheer opportunism on the part of those v;ho had engineered 

it in combination Hith the uncritical enthusiasm of the rank-and-file 

who joined it. 

The ma1'ch started from Spes Bona Senior Secondary where the 

school authorities were taken completely by surprise. \'1hi1e principal 

and staff assumed that the students were gathering in the hall as 

usual for their daily meeting and awareness programme~ the leadership 

had marshalled the students into a neat formation and marched them 
out of the grounds. On realising what was happening, the vice-

principa1, Randall van den Heever, fol"lmved the marching students in 

his car. Having caught up with them, he spoke to the students already 
discussed, who was leading the march. The student leader tried to reassure 
van den Heever by telling him that he had himself telephoned the police 
the day before and informed them of the march. According to what he 
was supposed to have told the police, he had made it clear that it 
was to be an entirely peaceful demonstration, that they did not wish 
to disrupt traffic or cause unrest of any sort, but that they wanted 
the police to stay out of it. Allegedly the police had given the go-
ahead for the march to take place on condition that they did not disrupt 
traffic and, furthermore, that they carried no placards. The truth of 
this could not be satisfactorily established but there was apparently 
indeed not a single placard on the march and initially the police 
made no move to stop it as they so easily could have done before the 
Spes Bona students had reached even one other school. 
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~an den Heever, realising that he was himself in no position 

to dissuade the students from marching, told the leader of the march 

that he was going ahead to warn the principals of the varicus schools 

for which the march might be headed. The first school was Alexander 

Sinton to whose principal it came as the worst possible news. The 

Sinton students got to haar about the march shortly thereafter when 

one of their number came rushing into the school with the story that 

hundreds of students were on their way down Thornton Road. The 

principal ha¢ the gates bolted and instructed all students to go 

either into the hall or into their classrooms where they were free 

to do as they chose as 1ong as they stayed there. The instruction 

was ignored and the students gathered on an upstairs balcony and 

outside the buildings. A few minutes later the Spes Bona students 

arrived and took up position on some open ground across the road 

from the Sinton gates. From there they started chanting, 'Sinton 

kom uit! . Si:1ton k.om uit! Sinton kcm uH! 1 The pressure on the 

Sinton students was intense as the marchers circled their school, 

sang freedom songs and chanted at them. The atmosphere \'Jas 

emotionally highly charged and made the more exciting by the arrival 

of international television crews. In the meantime, the students of 

nearby Be1gravia Sen"ior Secondar~1 had been en·1 isted and they joir.ed 

the Spes Bona students on the field opposite. At the fences leaders 

of the march spoke to Sinton's leaders but the overwhelming feeling 

was for going cut and, before they could b~ properly ordered and in 

spite of teachers pleading with them to consider the implications of 

the march properly, the students were streaming down from the ·balcony 

and from wherever they were towards the fence. Some climbed ever the 

fence. Others 11Jent out the back of the school through City Park and 

up Thornton Road to join the marchers. Eventually the gates were 

opened and the rest of the students moved over the road. 

The marchers, by then consisting of students from Spes Bona~ 

Belgravia and Alexander Sinton Senior Secondaries set out for Athlone 

Senior Secondary School in Gleeniore. Police had in the meantime set 

up a blockade ahead of them in Thornton Road but the students evaded 

. it by diverting the march down a side street. One student Has 

grabbed by police but managed to free himself and rejoin the march. 
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van den l-leever 1 s ·.forewarning· qf . the principals of Athlone 

and Bridgetown Senior Secondaries came as a shock - 1 0 mv God! 1 

was the only response managed by one of them. Athlone S~nior 

Secondary did not join the march when it passed and the marchers ·· 

realising they were not going to - moved . on almost immediately. 

After collecting the Bridgetown students, the march stretched for 

about a kilometre down Klipfontein Road~ blocking off traffic 

almost entirely. They arrived at Rylands Senior Secondary an 

estimated 5000 strong. The sight of the marchers produced extreme 

excitement amongst the Rylands students, some of whom straight away 

started climbing over the fence. But police guarded the locked gates 

and were initially determined not to let any students out onto the 

street. On the command of their leadership to sit down and keep 

quiet~ the students sat down and kept quiet. The principal then 

sent the student leader forward to negotiate and at the fence the 

march 1 eaders asked him \'Ihether R.il ands was coming wfth them or 

not. They told him that the march was headed for Cathkin Senior 

Secondary from \vhere they planned to go to Langa Senior Secondary 

arid from there to Cape Town 1 s city centre. The Rylands 1 eader) 

though himself privately opposed to participation in the march, 

conveyed to his approximately 700 students that they were being 

called upon to march in solidarity. lhe general feeling v.1as to join 

the march. Having arranged the students neatly, with the shorter 

ones in front and those taller behind. their leader announced that 
they were comfog out. vo.n den Heeve1~, amongst others, had "in the 

meantime spoken to the officer in charge of the police's operation 

there and persuaded him that it vras senseless trying to :<eep the 

students apart. The gates were flung open and the police stood back 
as f~yl ands mai~ctied OL!t. The students then proceeded to Hei deve 1 d 

v~here at Cathkin Senior Secondary they were instructed by the police 

to disperse. 

The leaders of th~ march agreed to disperse buts as they had 
to move back towards Athlone in order to return home, they decided 

to go back together as far as Clover Crescent and disperse there. 
/.\bout a hundred riot squad po 1 ice fo 1101;Jed them b<;.ck up Hinds Ro0.d 
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and into Klipfontein Road where at the Gatesville Shopping Centre 

there were more police '."1aiting. There were by this stage an esti­

mated 8000 students marching. With no further warning the police 

launched a movement to break up the march. Their initial tactic 

was to drive at speed straight into the students' midst forcing them 
thereby to break ranks and immediately to start scattering. The 

police then laid into them with batons and for the first time 

deployed a ne\.1.1 device kno\f/n as the 'sneeze machine' which sprayed 

an irritant powder known as 'tearsmoke'. A parent who watched the 

marchers being dispersed saw riot police fire teargas canisters into 

a shop in the Gatesville Shopping Centre while students 1·an away 
from the emissions of the 'sneeze machine'. R. Shaboordin, manager 

of the Avalon Music Centre which faced on to Klipfontein Road, told 
of how he was standing outside his shop when 10 to 12 police vans· 

drove past. 'Two schoolgirls were standing inside the shop and 

there were a couple of stLldents on the paveme~t outside. As the 

vehicles drove along Klipfontein Road one of the chaps fired a 
canister.' The.canister missed an assistant by 'four or five inches• 

before going off and shattering a record stand. According to 

Shabonrdin, the police l1ad no apparent reason to fire the canister. 
lnterviewed two years later, he seemed keen to emphasise that he 
considered the incident to have been accidental and that there was 

no harassment cf people such as himself by the police. 

Although dispersing as fast as they could run, groups of students 
were chased. Even Rylands Senior Secondary, to which some students 
had returned for cover, was teargassed. After the march had been 
completely broken up many students were given lifts back to their 
respect-i ve schoo·1 s by motorists, teachers and parents. In one case, 
some fourteen students were walking home across a section of open 
land on the outskirts of Vanguard Estate when, according to residents 
in the vicinity, a riot policeman - one of several in a Land Rover -
fired a teargas canister at them. Several of the students ran into 
a house in Calcium Road. The policeman f~red two more canisters into 
the back and front yards of the house. Another policeman then went 
around the house and forced the back door open, breaking the lock in 
the process. Shouting 'Kom uit; !cinders!' he fired a further canister 
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"into the house. The students ran out through the front doer but none 

were arrested. The policeman "in the Land Rover left a.nd took up 

station on the open ground whil~ one of them fired a last teargas 
canister into the yard behind the house. Many students were 

fiercely embittered by this treatment at the hands of the police. 

~an den Heever described how the student who had taken the lead in 

-the whole matter was 'absolutely livid with rage•, able only to 

splutter, 'Wat gat met di~ mense aan?! - we were just coming back 
to disperse!!' 

The same a.fternoon, certain members of the Committee of 61 ~ 

who had in any case been opposed to any such march taking place, 

drafted a statement which that evening they issued to the press in 

the name of the Committee. The statement reminded students that 

their 'Representatives had decided no pupils at any school were to 
leave school grounds for any reason. This was unanimously decid1:-:d 

by the student body and any school participating fo marches are 

violating this decision.' It appealed to students to abide by this 

decision and not to act emotionally. 'We appeal to students to 
adhere to the awareness programme and refrain from actions which 

may divide the pupils. The march in Athlone we find deplorable.' 

The attitude articulated in the latter statement turned out to 
be, indeed, that of the majority in the Ccmmittee of 6 ·1 when they had 

the opportunity to discuss \•1hat ho.d happened. The poss i bn ity of 
disciplinary action against those members ·who had initiated the march 
was mooted. However, it would seem that the fact-ion, of which those 
responsible were a po.rt, had sufficient clout ~dthin the Committee to 
quash such a move. 

In the ensuing debate, those ~1ho favoured mass pub1 ic demonstrations 
used as a bargaining point the fact that the Athlone ~arch had shown rank and 
file student support for such tactics to be there fo~ the tapping. 
The huge majority of students, whom the circumstances of the march 
had presented with the possibility of participa.ting, had responded 
with enormous enthusiasm - they had been 1 ong·i ng for the opportunity 
to'do something.' Even representatives on Uw Committee cf 61. v1ho 
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had supported the decision that there should be no demonstrations 

off school campuses, marched with their schools that day. Further, 

it is reasonable to assume that many other students in the Peninsula 
wou1 d a 1 so have marched had they been caned upon to do so. Many 

students had been pushing for a more confrontationist approach. 

Especially at schools where the students had little other to do than 

hang around waiting for something to happen, frustration was setting 

in even at this early stage in the boycott and some seemed to want 

confrontation merely to break the monotony. This is notwithstanding 

that many might not have pa~ticipated in deference to the Committee of 
61 which wa.s fast establishing its authority. The majority .on the 

Cammi ttee of 6i had the memory of 1976 impr·i nted on their minds and 
could not countenance a repetition of young students becoming fodder 
for the guns of the police. 

In an interview with the central figure behind the Athlone 

march, he explained that the faction, of which he was at the time a 
part, recognised that what had happened, had happened, but their view 
was that . , . 

'the past cou1dn;t be allowed to impede our actions. 
Because we folt it was necessary to get out into the 
open and make clear our position more emphatically 
that we're not just a 1;pseudo, 11 middle class move­
ment which could so easily have been the idea among 
a lot of people. We felt that a march such as the 
on~ which took place, for example, was an ideal way 
of emphatically clearing up the position in the eyes 
of the broader community - that is, th~t this is our 
mn it1:1nt position and we are not prepared to compro­
mise. We also saw this as equivalent to workers 
striking ... when they get out i~to the open and 
emphati~ally state their position. 1 

Retrospective assessment of the march was ~i~ed. The feelings 
of the marchers themselves immediately o.fterwa1·ds were generally those 
of elation and anger. On the po~itive side, ther~ was the view that 
it had been an effective demonstration to the cornmun·ity at large of 

student solidarity. Having brought a great number of students together 
in a common action the m<:rch was a symbol of their unity and cornaritm~nt. 
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The march was also part of the mobilising process in that it 

brought many students ~ who up until that point had not expressed 

themselves - out in open support of the boycott. Others considered 
the march a mistake. At least it should have been decided upon by 

all the Peninsula's Black schools and planned collectively. Their 

-action was courting confrontation and those who led the students 

out of the school grounds knew~those:f6llowing~them would get hurt. It 
did damage to the Committee of 61 in that it was divisive. The march 
damaged the local students' movement as a whole in that it lost it 

support in the cornmun"ity. (Interviewees 19, 34, 41s 45, 48~ 56, 58; 

Argus 22.4.80, 23.4.80; Grassrootss April 1980 : 16) 

6. 4 MOl'e marches and many meetings 

Later in the week and elsewhere in the country, specifica"lly 
in Johannesburg and Durban~ students staged more marches which were 

broken up by the police. Still more ma.rches were p1anned but were 

ca11ed off for fear of police action. For instance, on the same day 
as the Athlone march took place students of Toekornru.s ·Seni0r;::Secondary 

had planned to march through Randfontein but called it off. The day 

after, there were indications first thing in the morning that some 

students in the Peninsula were readying themselves for further protest 
marches, specifically from Spl:;s Bona Senior Secondary to Cape Town 

and from Grassy Park Senior Secondary to Zeekoei vl e·i Senior Sc:condary. 
Howeve1~, vvhat would seem to have been a s ·i gnHi cant intervention was 
made by UWC students. Their representatives, acting on a mandate from 
the general student body of the university, visited several schools 
and urged students to rernain in thefr school grounds and not to stage 
protest marches. The plans were abandoned and students from schools 
such as Belgravia, Alexander Sinton, Bridgetown and Athlone Senior 
Secondaries assenibled at Spes Bona but only in order to 'promote 
awareness' - they prevented jriurnalists from entering the grounds. 
Again on Friday, plans for a mass march to tf1e cHy centre fel1 
through. All that occuned was in Ha.nover Park students of Crystal 

Senior Secondary marched to nearby Mount View ~'Jhere they held a joint 
meeting. At many scho6ls, students held placard marches around their 
schools 1 grounds. (Argus 22.4.80, 23.4.BO; Socia·l .Revfov1 9 (M(:\Y 1930)'i6) 
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Apart from the marches, many mass meetings v:erc he 1 d in various 

parts of the country that week. For examp"le, on the same day as the 

biggest march of the week took place in Athlone, Cape Town, some 

10 000 students gathered for a ra Tly. in Bosmont, Johannesburg. 

(Argus 22.4.80) On numerous occasions during the week police 

intervened to disperse students and/or prevent them carrying through 

with what they had planned. For instance, some 500 students who were 

trying to hold a meeting on the Eldorado Park Senior Secondary sports 

grounds \'Je1·e dispersed by police who~ after firing into the airi Hhich 

made the students scatter, followed up with a baton charge. A little 

later, police intercepted about 300 students from Kliptown Senior 

Secondary and broke up their march. Marches .in Durban, for example~ 

were effectively prevented by regular, and security, police physically 

manning the gates of Coloured schools in Wentworth and of Indian 

schools in Merebank) Isipingo and Chatsworth. At all times students 

were kept under as close surveillance as the police could muster. 

{Argus 22.4.80, 23.4.80, 25.4.80, 26.4.80) 

7 Reaction of the authorities 

The reaction of the authorities to the students' actions in 

support of their dem~nds underwent an apparent change during the 

boycott 1 s second week. The first response of a representative of 
the authorities in Coloured Education at local level has already 

been described. It \'!as that of Quint \'lho. on the first day of boycotting 
denied that there was any boycott and further denied that students 
needed to 1 demand 1 SRCs since all th~y had to do was ask their principals 

and they would have them. (Cape Times 15.4.80) A response from 

Cabinet level came at the end of the boycott's first week. The 
Minister of Coloured Relations told Parliament that the brooding 
unrest in Coloured schools was not a problem of education at all but 
the result rath~r of children being influenced by propaganda and 

ag"ita.tors. At the same tirr;e there \\las some implicit acceptance that 
certain of the students' grievances were legitimate. /l..t some schools 
in the vJynberg reg·i on under Quint, an immediate st'1.1·t W<'S nwcle to 
meeting some of the students• demands. For instance, by the second day 



150 

of the boycott the students of Hyr.berg Sen·! or Secondary had a 1 ready 

won their demand for an SRC in spite of an unsympathetic playing-for­

time on the part of the principal the previous day. By the fourth 

day of the boycott Bridgetowri Senior Secondary students had had 
several of their d~nands met. Thus, a large number of textbooks 

had been supplied and delivered; detention classes were to replace 

_corporal punishment; the wearing of uniforms had been made no longer 
compu 1 sory; a.nd an SRC was to be a 11 owed. ( Atgus 17. 4. 80; Cape 

Times 18.4.80) The Government's attitude in general seemed to be 

relatively lenient initially. The press reported concern in Govern­

ment circles that the situation should not be allowed to develop into 
the SovJeto··type events of 1976. (f\rgus 22.4.80) Up until Tuesday, 

22 April, in the second week of the boycott, police maintained a 

distinctly low profile. On that Tuesday morning~ Steyn issued a 
fairly conciliatory statement in v1hich he indicated that he or officials 
of his Department would be prepared to discuss with the students their 

'problems and grievances'. At the same time he made the usual point 

that agitators were causing the trouble and, further, that the pupils 

were themselves 'cau~ing not only frustration of the good intentions 

the Government has for the future, but also unhappiness to their 
parents and those who truly have their interests at ~eart. 1 {Argus 

23.4.80) 

It was later the same day that a shift in the authorities' approach 

could be identified. The Government's public attitude hardened in a 
mattc~r of hours, as an outf"lot\/ of a Cabine.t meeting held shortly after 

Steyn had made the above statement. In another statement, this time 
to Parliament after the Cab"inet meeting, Steyn 1 s tone had changed. 
After claiming that rschool grievances and pupils were being misused 
by politica1 ag'itators ... as a springboard for a genera1 politica.1 
campaign', he appealed to the parents and teachers in question to see 
to it that 'discipline is reimposed and the ~upils resume their studies•. 

He then proceeded to issue a threat which was to draw a vei~ negative 
response 'If they do not restore order and nonnalize school 
attendance in this week, consideration will have to be given to closing 
schools, and in their interests, the future of the teachers will have 
to be considered.' {Hansard 22.4.80, co"lumn 4494) 
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The police 1 s violent breakingfup of a peaceful student march in 

Athlone that same day has already been described, as have other 

instances of harsh interventions bY the police during the second 

week. 

Meanwhile, at the local level of the Coloured Education 

authorities again~ Quint was by now admitting, •we really don't 

know how to handle the situation. 1 He told the press that it was 

being left up to the principals and teachers •to try to get the 

children back to school 1. 
1 Ind·ividual schools are try"ing to 

establish normal relations but how successful they ~\/ill be is 

difficult to say. 1 (Argus 22.4.80) During the week, security 

police started detaining, under the General Laws ~nendment Act, 

people it suspected of being connected with the boycott. (Argus 

24.4.80; Social Review 9 (Ma.v 1980)6) Later in the week, Steyn 

announced again the Government's willingness to give attention to 

the student's grievances but this time he added the proviso that 
1order 1 at the schools would have to be restored first. According 

to the press~ the attitude in Government ci rclcs vias by this stage 

that an •order situation' had arisen Bnd that the students had to 

return to class before there could be any consultatio~ with them. 

It \;•as further reported that extensive prepa.rat ions had been raade 

by the pol·ice to ensure that order was n1aintained, and,, further9 

that action was likely to be taken against those regarded as 

agitators. (Argus 24.4.80) 

By the end of the second V·Jeek of boycotting. the consensus 

amongst students v:as that they hcid not received a satisfactory response 
to their demands from the authorities. At meetings of student 
representatives in Cape Town, Johannesburg and Durban the decision 
was to continue tl1e boycott for another week. The Cape Town meeting 
was held in Athlone and attended by rep1~esentatives of 80 secondary 

and tertiary educatfonal institutions in the Western Cape. In a 
statement issued midway through the meeting, the students announced 

they would continue the boycott •until thei~e \f1as tangible proof that 
students• demands would be met. 1 

- They felt their demands had not been 

properly considered and instead had been 1met with absolute arrogance 



152 

from local and national authorities•. According to the statement, 

the representatives deplored the detention of fellow students and 

others who had associated themselves with their 1 grievances 1
• The 

students further called upon teachers and lecturers to form a 

representative body and join the boycott. They also called on 

parents to demonstrate their solidarity with the students• cause 

-by keepiny their chi"ldren~ who attended primary schools, at home 

on Thursday, 1 May. {Argus 26.4.80; Grassroots, April 1930 : 16; 

Social Review 9 (May 1980)18; Intergroup 3 (June 1980)3) 

8 farents, community and s~~d~~1ts 

8. l Sol 1'.dm·-i ty 

The students were favoured rrom the beg-inning of the boycott 

by substantial support from parents, and people generally, as well 

as organisations, in the vJestern Cape's Black communities. The extent 

to which this support was given public expression - mainly through 

community meetings - 1vas indeed greatest during the first tvm-and-a­

hal f VJeeks of the boycott. Amongst the communities in which there 

were meetings to express solidarity with the st11dents were those of 

Mitchell 1 s Plain~ Factreton, Retreat, Lotus Ri~er, Grassy Park, 

/\thlone, Paarl, Stellenbosch, Ocean Viev1, Silvertown, Rylands Estate, 

Kensington, Parkwood Estate, Tiervlei, Hanover Park, Lansdowne and 

Wynberg - all of them he id between the middle and end of Apri1, 

the majority having been in the boycott's second week. /These meetings 
were genera·11y organised either by the local civic association in 

conjunction with students of the area, as in the case, for example~ 
of a meet~ng held on Sunday, 20 April, under the auspices of the 
Lotus River Ratepayers• and Tenants• Association, or by students 
acting independently. ·Senior Secondary Students organised ti1e first 

meeting concerning the boycott in Ocean View, for instance: and on 
the evening of 23 April son1e 2000 parents attended a meeting in the 

Bellvine South Civic Centre which had been called and orga1rised by 

tertiary students in the area. Attendance at these meetings vias in 

general large, ranging from several hundred to over 4000 as in the case~ 
for example, of a meeting held on Thursday, 24 April~ in Paarl. 
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The meetings gave students an opportunity to explain to 

parents what it was about the systems of education that the were 

rejecting and what goals they were seeking to achieve through 

the boycott. Their case was presented by students some of whom vmre 

as young as 13 years old. One 14-year-old at a meeting in Factreton, 

_after describing the difficulties students faced at school and out­

lining their demandss asked the approximately 800 parents present 

how they could expect their children to learn under such inhuman 

conditions. A panel of students told the meeting in Lotus River 

that what they were striving for was to ensure that all students at 

least had the chance of r'eaching their full academic potential so 

that they could compete on an equal footing in an open job market. 

At all the meetings the students ernphas·ised that they wanted and 

needed their parents' support. At one in Mitchell's Plain, parents 

were called upon to stand up not 'behind' their children but 1 with 1 

them. Students also tried to allay the fear expressed by some that 

their childre11 would again take to the streets and be shot down like 

in 1976. j~t meeti no after meeti no they reassured them that their 
~ w 

protest was an orderly and entirely non-violent stand. Another concern 

of parents was their recognition of the likelihood of boredom an~ the 

consequent need for organised programmes to overcome this. But again 

students c.ssured them that the boycott was 1 not a holiday 1 and urged 

them to try and ensure that their children continued to go to school 

and involve themselves with the awareness programme. Speaking was not 

all that students did at the meetings. In Ocean View~ fer example, 
they '!-ivene.d the meetin9 up with guitar playing, folk songs and poetry 

reading. 

Many parents, who were initially somewhat sceptical of the 

student's actions, '{'Jere \·1011 over by the sincerity and skill which they 
displayed in running the meetings and in organising the boycott 
generally. The response of the p~rents at all these meetings was an 

expression of confidence in their children and full support of the 
demand for a non-raci a 1 system of education and improvemr;nt of the 

conditions at schools. Resolut·ions were adopted declaring total 
sol-idarity wHh the students' actfons. A further emphasis commof1 to 

all these meetings was that on the necessity of parents/workers, 
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students and teachers making a united stand. Calling for unity 

at the Factreton meeting, a parent said that they 'must erase the 

lie that communities cannot stand together'. Speaking at the meeting 

in Bellville South, Dr Allan Boesak appealed for it to be made clear 

to the Government that the allegations that children and parents were 

going 1 different ways 1 on the education issue· were unfounded. { At 

another meeting parents spoke of the need to press for better educa­

tion so that the children could be freed from the 'vicious circle' 

in which they themselves were caught. Poor education, they said, fed 

the cheap-labour market resulting in low-paid workers who could not 

afford to give their children a better education. The children were 

then also forced into the cheap-labour market. A number of the workers 

who spoke at this meeting related their frustrations in their job 

~ituations and linked them to the students' problems. At these 

meetings, the education issue itself was located squarely within 

the system exper·ienced by the people as discl'iminatory and oppressive 

in its entirety. One meeting, for example, adopted a resolution 

rejecting 'the political system which resulted in this intolerable 

situation'. At another meeting, a speaker put it this way: 'We will 
only be able to obtain an equal education in a democratic society'. 

Alongside their stand on education, meetings called, inter alia, for 

the rejection of management committees and all 'dummy institutions• 

as well as for a boycott of the 1980 Lions' tour. At a meeting in the 

Retreat Civic Centre, many of the members of the local civic association 

present expressed the view that organisations such as their own sho0ld 
not only be concerned with problems like street lights and roads in 

the area, but that it should also be involved in issues like the 
school crisis. As a further indication of the kind of positions taken 

up at these meetings, the parents and teachers present at one in Lotus 
River, for instance, adopted va~ious resolutions in which they, inter 

aUa, rejected the 1 fragmentation of education under the present syste!l1 

into African, Indian~ coloured and white education•, expressed their 
full support for the students' protest against 'inferior, tribalised 

and ethnic' schools~ called on parents and teachers throughout the 
Peninstila to hold similar discussions and demonstrations of support, 
called on the authorities to act on the issues raised by the stude11ts 
as a n1atter of urgency, and demanded a free, democratic and non~racial 



system of education for all. At a few of the meeings student-. 

parent or student-parent-teacher committees were fanned to carry 

the solidarity expressed further and to transla.te it into action 

where possible. (Sunday Times 20.4.80; Argus 21.4.80, 24.4.80, 

25 4 80 HP.rald 26 · 80 ~ 5 "O· G t A ft:l ·1asr· , ic 16 ! • ; ~ • LJ • , .., • • o , ·· ras s roo s , pi 1 _, J. , , ::> - ; 

_social Review 9 (May 1980) 16 - 18; Intergroup 3 (June 1980)3; 

Interviewees 14, 24, 27, 34) 

While meetings such as those described were probably the 

most significant vehicles for the public expression of parental and 

colilmuni ty support for the stud(::nts ', stand~ another, al be it m"inor, 

one was the letter columns of local newspapers. There follow 

extracts from two examples of Letters to the Editor which were 

published at the time. H.R. Neethling of Atlantis wrote 

'i feel that every parent should take the same stand 
as their children. These young people are tired of 
inferior education, and it is because of the will to 
lev.rn and to better themselves that they are actually 
rebelling against the low standard of education which 
is being given to them.' 

' ... why separate syllabuses? Surely these children 
have the right to the same standard of education as 
their white counterparts. Is this reason why our 
non-white school leavers cannot get jobs - inferior 
educational qualifications? In other words is it 
keep their standard of education down, and they'll 
never qualify for certain positions, which by right 
must be keot for our v;hite chi"ldren"? 1 

(Argus 25.-4-.80) 

Then again R Titus of Portlands wrote as follows 

1 Education for coloured· people is inferior and our 
children today are being penalised becau:;e we parents 
had been too stupid t6 rebel against it. I 1 m proud 
of my children (especially those~ at high school) viho 
are now struggling for their survival and freedom of 
expression .... ' 

'They are now staging a peaceful boycott which the 
riot police.have turned into a fr·ightful e>:µerience 
for them. So they flef' and become invo1ved ·in something 



156 

They did not start. It's disgusting - why can they 
not be given a better opportunity instead of being 
treated like vandals and.worse? 

'I fear for the children but I admire all of them 
for the courage they all have shown. 1 (l\rgus 30.4.80) 

Public expressions of support for the students also came 

fr:om, for instance) the Western Province Non-Racial Football Ur:ion 

which announced that it was cancelling all its match fixtures as 

from Saturday, 26 April, as an expression of solidarity with the 
students. (Argus 24.4.80) The Bishop Lavis Coordinating Council 
on Crime made public their resolve to 'support the ~tudents in their 

struggle and to make ourselves available to them at any time. 1 

(Herald 3.5.80) From the Black bus"iness community came a ca11 upon 

the Minister of Coloured Relations to resign. In a statement to 
the Pressj Dawood Kahn claimed that it was Steyn's i~competence 

which had caused the students' protest to reach the point it had. 

Steyn had claimed on television that Indian students from Rylands 
Senior Secondary had jo·ined the boycott because they were forced by 

agitators to do so. Kahn said, 

1 As a member of the Indian corr.rnunity I wish to take the 
strongest exception to this allegation. Indian students, 
like coloured and African students, do not need agitators 
to teach them that they are being taught an inferior 
.education by a system which dehumanises them and strips 
them of their human dignity.• 

Apartheid, he said, was the real agitator. His statement went on, 

1 1 would like to point out that if indeed there are agitators 
at work it means that there is a very strong and well­
organised underground m6vement in the coloured and 
Indian cornmunit"ies which no one knovJs about - not us, the 
Government nor its security services. Tne implications 
of this are obvious. The Minister must therefore say 
publicly what he knows. 1 

(Argus 23.4.80) 
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To the rank. and file students identifying with the boycott, 

often more important than these public expressions of support was 

the more immediate or direct support parents and others in the 

Black community showed them on an ad hoc, or entfrely spontaneous, 

basis in their homes and on the streets. For example, motorists 
driving past a school where a placard demonstration was being held 

. along the fence would flash their lights, hoot and wave in support 

of the students1 as happened outside Hewat Teachers Training College 

in Belgravia Road. Parents would gather outside schools on 
occasions such as when the mini-rallies were held and especially 

if there was a particularly heavy police presence. A newspaper 

report related, for instance, how the group of parents who gathered 

in the street outside Zonneblocm Teachers Training College to watch 

the rally which took place there on 30 April were all in favour of 

the students' actions. One parent, watching plainclothes security 
policement in unmarked cars trying to patrol discreetly, reportedly 

remarked, 1Hhat do the police want with our children? All thsy are 

doing is asking for a better education. I fought in the war for 

four years to defend this country and look what I and n~ children 

got for it - apartheid. 1 The same person pointed out that while parents 

spent a lot of money educatJng their children, when they left.school ,their 

job prospects were.minima1.(Argus 30.4.80)· One occasion when parents 
immediately rallied around their children was after the Newlands 
arrests on 29 April, the circumstances of which are described below. 
That night, while the 763 students, who were charged, waited, many 
of them late into the night~ in a courtyard cell to appear before a 
Johannesburg magistrates court, parents and others from the community 

· waited with them outside. The support was more than merely moral as 
evidenced by 73 dozen bread rol"ls and the large quantity of spread­
on cheese and fruit juices which were brought for the arrested 
students (Argus 30.4.80) As a final example of the forms taken by 

parental support for the students, parents in Ocean View went as a 
part of a PTSA delegation to the principal of the tcwnship 1 s only 
senior secondary school to co~nunicate to hi~ their backing for the 

boycott. (Interviewee 14) 
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8. 2 ReseJ"iJm';ions and oppos1~h'.ori 

The above account of parental and communHy support for the 

student boycott requires qualification. Not all parents were as 

enthusiastic in their endorsement of the students' actions as they 

are portrayed to have been above. Accorclin~J to one student, 'The 

majority of the parents - especially the more middle class - were 

sympathetic with their children but wouldn't really give their 

support. There were, however, some parents who gave a lot of 

support. 1 (Interviev:ee 38) At the end of the boycott's second 
week, a local newspaper carried a feature article under the headings 
1 Boycott ·· the parents 1 dilemma's which described them as being 

'divided in their feelings'. 'Whether for or against the actions 

of their sons and daughters)a confusing blend of pride and fear 

for their safety seem to be the prime emotions of many parents.' 

The fear was that ' 11 the police vmuld come" and their children vmuld 

get injured;' (Cape Times 25.4.80) It was a widespread and con­

suming fear which must have challenged the very being of many such 

as the bus driver who was quoted, in the same article~ describing 

his thoughts as follows: 

"'My kids watched my frustration and humiliation all 
these years. They saw how much grief the discrim­
ination against us C3used, just because our skin is 
brown. I \vas bitter and angry. Nm'/ I look at my 
girls, 16 and 17, and their younger brothers and I 
think of white policemen with guns and I am afraid. 
Maybe apartheid is better than being dE~ad. "1 (Cape 
Times 25.4.80) 

Many parents were openly opposed to the boycott and in par­
ticular to the participation of their own children in it. For 
example, a dockworker was quoted at the time as having said, 

111 I don;t care ff my son (aged 16) never comes home 
again. He's breaking his mother's heart. We work 
very hard to give this boy and his sisters an educa­
tion and now they are thrm._;ing everything away. That 
boy vrill come home \'iith a police bullet in h·im. 111 {Cap'? 
Times 25.4.80) 



159 

A mother of four comp!ained tha.t·'~The kids never learn, Look \"iho.t 

happened last time (in 1976). People get killed and nothing 

changes. 111 (Cape Times 25. 4. 80) 

Certain of the student interviewees had personally encountered 

<only discouragement and opposition from parents. Thus, according to 

one, for example~ 'Parents were the first to say: don 1 t get involved, 

you'll get detained, etcetera. There wasn't much encouragement from 

their side - they didn't stand with us. 1 lkcordin9 to the same 
interviewee, 'Many parents were against their children being i~volved 
with the SRC because it was just a political body. Many pupils 

actually resigned from the SRC saying it was because of their 
parents.' (Interviewee 3) Another student told of how the chairperson 

of the SRC at his schoo 1 had one day physically been 'fetched by 

his father - never to return again.' (Interviewee 38) 'Students were 

under a. lot of pressure from parents.' (Interviewee 54) A community 

activist; \'!ho organised amongst parents and students during the boy·· 

cott, observed that 'a 1 ot of those v~ho were not ·into the boycott 
were being pressurised out of it by their parents. 1 (Interviewee 34) 
A principal who was interviewed said that while parents had not put 

nny pressure on him to try to induce the students back to class, they 
did 'put pressure on their ovm chi'ld 1~e!1 1 • (Interviev:ee 5) In partial 

contrast~ according to a teacher, at the school where she had been 
teaching during 1980, 'parents were putting a lot of pressure on the 
principal and the teachers to keep on with lessons' and to get the 
students into the classrooms. Furthermore, she ses.id that 1 For some 
of the students there was a terrific amount of pressure not to 

. part·icipate in the boy,cott. And so we had. to keep the classrooms 
open and we had to appear in our classes while the alternative 
programme was going on on the field. You'd have in those classes, 
say, five or six k'ids who didn't know what to do with themselves. 1 

(Interviewee 41} One of the student interviewees questioned the 

sincerity of some parents' public professions of support in the 
following terms:' 'Some people spoke a lot at the community meetings 
but in their heart they didn't want their own children to get in­
volved - they wanted other people to go and tight but not their own 
children. So, in other words, many parents behaved differently at 
public meetings and at home. 1 He concluded that '.L\11 round most 
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parents were against the boycott.' (interviewee 3) 

Reproduced above are extracts from two examples of letters 

written by parents to the Editor of a local newspaper supporting 

the students' stand. There was also the occasional letter dismissing 

the students' stand. Thus, for example, a person from Mountvie\'J 

Estate, signing him/herself as 'Disgusted', wrote thus: 

'The way these children are handling the situation 
proves that a higher education is necessary. I have 
never come across such stupidity. They cannot see :that 
the teachers are using them to line their own pockets. 
The only ones suffering are the children themselves 
because they are losing valuable time with their 
education. 

'There are many children who are against this 
nonsense yet they have to suffer because the teachers 
do not even bother to come to the classes to teach 
those who want to go on· learning, yet they have the 
audacity to deinand more wages. 

'Have principals and teachers no control over 
the children to allow these things to happen? What 
is the world coming to?' (Argus 30.4.80) 

In spite of the pressure and criticism under which so many 

students ceme from their parents, they tended to be relatively 

tolerant of it or at any rate to be able to distance themselves 

x from it. A fifteen .. year-o1d student, shrugging off his mother's 

pessimism~ was quoted as having accounted for it in the following 
terms: ' 11 The old people are scared to make demands. Apart!·1eid 
breaks you in the end. The parents just accept everything. But 
the young people have had enough. 111 (Cape l"imes 25.4.80) 

9 Teachers, _pri nci pals and s~_udent_~ 

9 . 1 Si!.pport 

Support of strategic importance to the students came also 
from a substantial section of the teacher corps including mar.y 
principals. At all of the community meetings already refer·red to, 
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there were teachers to express their sol i darHy with, and fu11 

support for, the students' struggle. During the boycott's second 

week, the CTPA came out in unqualified support of the students' 

demands. The following is extracted frcm a statement released to 
the press: 

'As an organised teachers• association consisting 
of 13 000 teache1·s fo the Cape, the CTP/\ dec·I ares that 
it fully supports the grievances of pupils and students. 
To observe our puptls who are stripped of their pol­
itical rights undertaking a peace march within the 
precincts of the school ground in the interest of 
their teachers, parents and their own future careers~ 
moves us de2p1y. 

1 We acknowledge and accept that this is a student 
initiative and respect the pupils for this. We there­
fore do not want to capitalize on their actions and 
aspirations, but feel der:.ply convicted to identify 
with their aims. 1 

Public support for the students 1 caµse was also exp~essed, for 

example, by the Athlone District Principals' Association which alone 

represented 70 heads c~ schools. The Transvaal Association of 

Teachers issued a statement strongly condeming 'the intimidatory 

arrogance imp.licit in the threat by ... Mr Steyn to close schcols'. 
The statement asked, presumably rhetori~ally, 'So-called colou~ed 

schools are threatened with closure, ~nd teachers with what? Mr 
Steyn does not give a sign that he appreciates the aspirations of 
millions of fellow South Africans. 1 In a few instances, staff at 
a particular institution made their support for the students public. 
A notable example was the Black staff at UWC whose 137 members 
issued a statement backing the students• cause. In it they ex­
pressed their rejection of 'the dehumanising and oppressive system 
of education which is rooted in the political and economic system 
of the South African society. 1 They also said that they regarded 
the statement by Steyn that agitators were responsible for the protest 
as •a deliberate and naive atti~mpt to distort the reality of the 
situation and the day-to-day experiences of the oppressed people. 1 

The latter point was al~o emphasised in a letter from five UWC 
lecturers published in ·a ·1oca1 Afrikaans language da i 1y. They 
described the boycott as a 1 compreh12nsive protest against dis­
crimination as such' and denied that it could be attributed to 



162 

•agitators'. (Argus 25.4.80, 23.4.BOs 26.4.80; Die Burger 25.4.80; 
Sunday Tribune 27.4.80; Intergroup 3 (June 1980): 3; Cape Times 
23.4.80; Educatio, Second Quarter 1980: 6) 

The support from teachers which meant most to the students was 
that relatively non-public support manifested daily in individual 

schools. The extent of such support ranged from schools where all 

but perhaps one of the teachers including the principal were sup­

portive of the boycott, to schools where 'the bulk' or 'most' of 

the teachers supported the students, to schools where 'more than 
half' or 'many' of the teachers were supportive~ to others where 

there were 1 some 1 or 1 a minority 1 of teachers who showed support. 
Students at all schools had the support of at least a few teachers 

whom they characterised 5S 'progressive•. (Interviewees 3, 4, 5, 6, 

7, 8, 14, 21~ 22, 32, 33, 37, 38, 40, 41, 48, 49, 58; Joubert, 1981: 

42~ 44; Everett, 1980: 120) 

Some teachers 1 1 support 1 \.'Jas 1 i ttl e more than tacit, as re-
flected in the fo 11 m~i ng comment which vrns made by one of the 
students interviewed: 'Most of the teitchers were in sympathy with 

the boycott even though they di dn 1 t shmv it. 1 (Interviewee 7) 

The extent of teacher support was not as obvious as it might have 
been, had many teachers - fe2ling under constant threat from the 

authorities - not kept their sympathies relat·ively concealed. This 

gave rise to the sort of situation described by a student interviewee 
as f 0 n O\"/S: I ~.Je had the teachers I and th2 pr"inci pa 1 1 s support. But 
the teachers didn't know we had the principal 's support because he 
told us he wanted to keep a low profile. The Black teachers didn't 
want the White teachers to know that we had their support. 1 (Interviewee 4) 
Furthermore s much of the support which v1as of impor-i.;ance to the students 
was manifested by way of 'quiet', or 1 covert 1 interventions such us in 
an incident - at a school whe:--e only a ver·y small minority of the staff 
were supportive of the students - which was described by an interviewee 
as fol "lows: 

'On one occasion the teacher who ccntrolled the public address 
system, which the students always used for their assemblies~ 
decided no-c to 1 ct them have it a ·11 of a sudden. There v1Bs 
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deadlock until one of the s~npathetic teachers drew 
one of the student leaders aside and put the question: 
Who paid for the public address system? - Mr X (the 
teacher involved) or your school fees and funds raised 
by your parents? That vrns the end of it - the students 
simply marched into the office where the PA system 
was kept and took it. They didn 1 t have trouble again.• 
(Interviewee 40) 

Support from the staff varied in form from simply - but none­

theless significantly - not opposing the students' actions through 

to active co-operation with students and promotion of the boycott. 

Nearer the former end of the spectrum was the important type of 
support constituted by teachers merely making no attempt to continue 

normal teaching. In the opin"icn of a principal interviev1ed, 1 0ne of 

the major contributory factors to the success of the boycott was that 

the teachers just stopped teaching - they didn't attempt to teach. 

And the children were aware of this. There were absolutely no such 

things as skeleton classes at my school.' (Interviev1ee 5) The staff 
at the same school insisted collectively that no teacher conduct 

normal classes. Thus, for instance, 

'At one stage a teacher announced in a staff meeting 
that one of the Standard 9 or 10 classes wanted lessons 
and she was going to teach them. We objected to this 
because we warned that if such a thing should take 
place it could cause a tremendous fur;re .... Either 
the whole school goes back or nobody goes back. Under 
no circumstances were we going to split the students 
on an issue like this. 

'When the children heard what this teacher had 
said, they demanded that she should apologise to them. 
An assembly was called at which she had to appear and 
apologise. 

'She resigned at the end of that year.' (Interviewee 5) 

Moving in the direction of more active aid, staff members provided, 
where possibl~, a measure of formal 1 cover 1 to students by, for 
examples everyday making everybody present on the roll. (1nterviev1ee 
41) Then, student interviewees referred to teachers who had provided 
'encouragement•, 1 adVice 1

, 'guidance• and 'direction'. Many teachers 
contributed substanti a·1 ·1y to the awareness pro9rammes, actua 1 ly 
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running them entirely at son1e schools~ particularly junior secondaries 

which had no Standard 9s or 10s. Not only did they niake presentations 

and lead discussions but the.vs for examp1e, helped arrange for 

visiting speakers and for films, in the case of the latter often 

providing the necessary transport. Supportive staff also facilitated 

access to school equipment such as duplicating machines, film 

_projectors and public address systems. (Interviewees 3, 5, 19, 32s 

41, 58) In the words of one of the more supportive principals, 

'What we tried to do was give pupils the kind of education they 

wanted. Pupils were enco11raged to use our printing machines and 

public address systems. 1 (Joubert~ 1981: 47) And, :indeed~ 1 at certa·in 

schools the duplicating equipment was used for the production of 

pamphlets. 1 (Interviewee 48) 

It should be noted that among the teachers Hho shmved the 

students support there were some who nonetheless found themselves 

pressed painfully by the conflict they perceived between thefr 

'pastoral' and 'political' responsibilities. One interviewee 

identified this as having been 'the teachers' central dilemma': 

'Their sympathies all lay with the students but as 
teachers their pastoral responsibilities lay in seeing 
that the students were not going to go out and get 
shot as in 1 76. The teachers v1ere a 11 terrified 
there was going to be a repeat. One's pastoral res­
ponsibility as a teacher was really at variance with 
th~ feelings that at least~ thank God, somebody 1 s 
taking a stand and how rernarkab·ly responsibly they 
are be having. 1 

( Intervi ev1ee 41) 

9. 2 Opposit-ion~ apathy and opportunism 

P..s already indicated, the extent of staff support was uneven. 
. . 

Thus) there were also many t~~ch~rs ~nd princip~ls wh6 6pposed the 

boycott. However, even those vehement·! y opposed to it in genera 1 

dared not be too open in their opposition. As one student interviewee 

put it, 'Very few were openly against the boycott and the vJhite 

teachers just kept to themselves. 1 (Interviewee 7) Yet there were 

teachers VJho would say, for instance, 111 A~1~ you're stupid to boycott 

- what are you goirig to get out cf it? 11
' (Interviewee 3) Many of 

these opponents of the boycott experienced it as an ass al: 1t on their 
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authority and felt threatened in the extreme. (Interviewees 32, 40, 

41; Joubert, 1981: 43) They were also under direct threat from the 

authorities. Everett f ocusi::?s on the insecurity of the position of 

teachers under the DCR in expla'irdng why th:=w had been 'so wary 

about expressing solidarity with their pupils. 1 (Everett, 1980: 120) 

There were some who opposed the boycott without qualms, not because 
they disagreed with the students' demands but because of how they 

-sincerely understood their pastoral and political responsibilities 

under the circumstances. Their pastoral responsibilities were to 

educate and protect the children under them while politically a 
more effective strategy had to be devised for achieving the students' 

just demands. One principal, who had been regarded by h·is staff 

and students al-ike as entirely unsympathetic and even reactionary, 

protested in an interview that his 'whole intention' had been 'to 

protect the kids'. For that reason he had at all times urged 
caution but he had also not wanted to see 'the youngsters embark on 

anything that was going to lead to disillusion. 1 (Interviewee 6) 

Joubert i dent ifi es a category of teachers vJho ••• 

'supported the pupils in their demands but felt that 
they might jeopardise the one tool, education~ that 
could be used to further articulate and achieve their 
demands in the local situation. Such teachers realized 
that without educational qualifications, no matter how 
inferior or faulty, the future seemed very uncertain 
indeed. They reasoned the pupils should for the 
irnmedi ate future acquire ~vho.t has been ca 11 ed 11 gutter 
education" as a key to acquire solid middle class 
benef'its. 1 

( Jouber·t, 1981: 44) 

There were also those apathetic teachers who withdrew -
'physically (to the staffroom) and psychologically into themselves. 1 

(Joubert, 1981: 43 - 44) They~ along with all who opposed the boy­
cott, wanted nothing more than to have the students back in their 

desks and to let school return to normal. 

It was not only within and between schools that staff support 
was uneven but also over time in the sense that it was not static 
in the course of the ~oycott. There was an initial wave of enthu­
siasm on whi~h many an opportunist rode high. Teachers, who for 

'' 
I 
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years had been, in the words. of one interviewee, 'beating the shit 
' ' 

out of the kids 1
, were suddehly on their side. 1They were up there 

grabbing the mike and leadin~ the sch~ol in song or whatever. 1 

(Interviewee 32) Randall va1r1 den Heever commented as follows in 

an article analysing 'Teacher Involvement in the current School 

Crisis' which appeared in th~ CTPA 1 s journal, Educatio: 
I 

'It is saddening that in times when problems are suddenly 
highlighted by active protest in a particular sphere, 
that people who h~d been neglecting their duties as 
responsible profe:?sionals for many years, suddenly jump 
on the bandwagon ·~rying to outradica·l ·lze one another 
in an effort to r1~ap g1 ory and popularity. It ·j s this 
type of ch.eup oppbrtun·ism that a people enqciged in a 
bitter struggle f0r freedom cannot tolerate. There is 
no sincerity in tbe expression of sudden concern for 
the state into whjch education has fallen, if that 
concern follows a: lengthened period of apathy, dis­
interest and appalling indifference to matters which 
crippled otir scho,>is. 1 (van den He2ver·, 1980: 4) 

., 
I 
l . 

However, as the boyc_ott drag~~ed on nearer the craggy shore of the 
. ; 

Department and monthly finantial rea1ities, the wave broke, tumbling 
I 

many of these opportunists 01.1t. Left thus high and dry, they vrith·· 
I 

drew as far as they could fr6m the ~tudent tide or waded in once 
I 

more to do battle with the back-w~sh. On the other hand, while 

'support' from such quarters:quickly evaporated, 1nore solid support. 

which had been spurned at th~ out~et~ was increasingly sought as 
I 

students scraped the barrel ~f their own resources. Some teachers 

used this effective dependen~e of students at many schools as the 

foundation for a reassertion]of control in a newly tailored guise. 
i 

(Interviewees 32j 61) : 

'I 
,j 

9. 3 P1°·incipaZs' p1•oblems ,J 

,I 

Principals were in a p4rticularly problematic position. One 
I 

seemed to capture the opposing pressures 
on principals precisely: 

'The student body 1 becilln~ so vociferous that as a 
principal you had no alternative but to yield to the 
students 1 deraanJs f\S a result of their demonstration 
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of solidarity, they were able to put certain demands to 
the Department - how much more to us, mere mortals! 

'We, as principalss were in the most invidious 
pos i t"ion. We had to tread a very fine 1 i ne. It was 
hell because~ on the one side, you had your students 
making certain demands and boycotting classes. You 
were somebody supposed to be responsible for law and 
order and you had to contain them - but contain them 
in such a way that it didn 1 t give the impression that 
you were against them: try·ing to get them back into 
their classes without chasing them back into their 
classrooms; trying to maintain your authority, on the 
one side, while, on the other, losing your grip. It 
was difficult. At the same time, on the other side, 
the Department 1tJas pressui·i sing you: What! s hi'\ppeni ng? 
Can't you control your students? What the hell are 
you doing there? So it was a fine balancing act. 1 

(Intervie1t;ee 22) 

For some principals this was all too much. Joubert - himself the 

principal of a Peninsual OCR school involved in the boycott - writes 

as follOl'IS: 

'For many headmasters the.situation caused severe trauma 
- physical as well .as emotional. Many principals.simply 
abdicated and schools were.run bYSRCs. ·A physician· 
acquaintance of mine noted that many of his patients 
were high school heads. 1 (Joubert, 1981: 46) 

A teacher interviewed, painted the same picture: 

'Many principals just buckled under. When the familiar 
went they had no resources to dsc.1 with a tota1ly 
unknown situation. Many not o'nly put themse·lves more 
or less out of circulation but many had hervous break­
downs, ulcers, etcetera - not to mention alcohol. 
\~hat 1 s more, they d ·i dn 1 t knCJ\'J hovt to get on with 
their staff, especially those who were supporting 
the students.' (Intervi€wee 41) 

On the other hand, there v.rere s~l:rong principa-ls who conducted a 

serious debate with their students over the adequacy or otherwise of 
the boycott as a strategy in the educational arena. 1hus, for example, 
a principal~ who, in spite of his initial reservations, was one of the 
most supportive of his students in practice,· held a series of meetings 
with students after the SRC had come to inform him that they \vere go"ing 
to .jo"in the boycott, at \•1hich he maC:e the fo11m>Jing a1~gument: 
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'A school boycott is self-defeating. Although it causes 
trr::mendous embarrassment' to the authorities ... , it is 
self-defeat-ing to the students if allowed to run in total 
isolation from the community, that is~ unless there is 
tremendous corrar.unity back-up and specifically from 
working ciass sections of the community. If they got 
this type of support, then my view was that the school 
boycott would in any case recede into the background 
because school pupils can't bring about change. What 
they can do is initiate things. (I think this is what 
they had hoped to do at that stage. I was in a certain 
degree opposed to the boy~ott initially because at th~t 
time I was not aware that there was going to be the 
community back-up which came later.) ..... When people 
con1e out on str·ike~ I explained to them, they hit out 
at their bosses. But when youngsters come out in a 
school boycott they hit out at themselves in the sense 
that they are jeopardising their own personal develop-
ment. Their reply to me was that it is now time 
that people in South Africa are prepared to sacrifice 
those things which they consider valuable. It was some­
thing that I could not reply to really.' (Interviewee 5) 

The only principals who retain~d a degree of authority during 

the boycott. were, on the one hand~ those who showed the st11dents 

sincere support and commanded their respect and, on the other hand, 

those who were able to project an image of support by expediently 
conceding what they would not counter while all the time set on 

undermining the students' position and strengthening their own. 
(Interviewees 5, 6s 7, 14, 21, 22, 32, 33, 38~ 40, 41, 46) As put 
by one of the principals quoted above, 1 If he {the pri nci pa 1) v;ere 

to retain any kind cf authority, the principal had to be seen not 

as an extension of the state but a.s supportive of pup"i"!s 1 .demands 
(Joubert, 1981: 47) 

10.1 Mini-ra:ll'iea 

Amongst Black secondary students falling under the DCR in 
Cape Town the boycott cf classes was virtually total when it entered 
its th·ird week. To the extent that th2re were students 'not boy­

cotting' s the impact of the boycott was so pervasive as to make 
effective·ly ·impossible the l101ct·ing of 'nonnal classes' which might 
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have been not boycotted. On the t~ednesday of the third weeks 'mirii­

ral lies' were held at a number of school campuses in the Peninsula. 

These rallies enabled three or more schools to come together in 

collective protest at th~ same time as not acting in a way likely 
to be interp~eted by the police as provocative. One such mini-rally 
was held at Hewat on which thousands of students from surrounding 

secondary schools converged from early "in the morning. Having 
attended a mass meeting, they stood along the college fence bordering 

on Belgravia Road in a silent placard demonstration. The demon·­
strators were kept orderly by marshalls with loudhailers. Another 

iallying point was Zonnebloem Teachers Training College where 
thousands of students from there, Harold Cressy and Trafalgar Senior 
Secondaries congregated. Students started quietly arriving in small 

groups from early in the morning. All refused to make any comments 

to the press and they sat quietly on the sports field. Mini-rallies 
were also held in Hanover Park, Rylands Estate, Lansdowne, ~:ynberg, 

Grassy Park, Steenberg and there might have been others beside. At 

the rallies, speeches were made, students sang freedom songs, lined 

the fences holding placards and in all cases confin~d their demon­

strations to school grounds. (Argus 30.4.80) 

10.2 f'l"imary Btudents• solidarz'.ty stayo:vJay 

Thursday~ 1 May~ saw parents and primary schoolchildren respond 

en masse to the Cammi ttee of 81 1 s can for a. one-day so 1 i darity stay­

away .. Many thousands of primary students stayed at home thc\t da.y. 

A survey cor~ducted by the Argus ne~·Jspo.pet found th0.t at some primary 
schools the stayaway was 100% and at most attendances were not mere 
than 10%. Only the Constantia Primary School reported full attendance. 

(Argus 1.5.80) 

ElsevJhere in the country the boycott was also beginning to 
stabilise somewhat v-.1h2n" not sti il sprea.dfr1g. A ·::ev; went back to cl ass, 
notably all but about 300 of the 1400 students at Bloemfontein's only 
Coloured senior secondary schoo·1 ~ Dr Blok, v:ho retur-ned after be·ing 
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informed that the authorities had as u top priority the bun ding of 

another Co 1 oun~d secondary school there, in the Eastern Cape~ after 

some students had there also begun to return to class, most schools 

in the region decided, in line wit:1 the Committee of 8l's stance, to 

continue the boycott until their demands had been met. The great 

majority of students i::lassified Coloured and Ind·ian \I/ere by now 

_boycotting classes in Port Elizabeth, Uitenhague, Bethelsdorp, 

Grahamstown and East London. In Natal large numbers of Indian 

students joined the boycott. But the boycott was at this stage 
also beginning to be joined by substantia·1 numbers of African students. 
Thuss in Grahamstown's Fingo Village some 900 African students at 
Nay al uza Senior Secondary started. a stay away. Outs ·i de Durban, at 

least five of l<.wamashu's /\fr"ican schools joined the boycott. In 

Pretoria's Mamelodi township, students from six African schools 
launched their boycott of classes with a solidarity march. f.\lso 

in the vicinity of Pretoria~ there were 2.ttcmpts to disrupt classes 

at several Atteridgev"ille-Saulsville schools; at certain p1~imary 

schools, principals had to send the young students home for safety. 
In Cape Town, Fezeka Senior Secondary re-entered the boycott. l'» 

further development was tiiat, particularly in ,the Eastern Cape and 

around Johannesb•Hg, the cl ass b0.)1,cott became effectively a schoo 1 

stayaway for many students. Principals in the Eastern Cape reported 

absenteeism of between 40 and 60%. By the last day of April, 

Coronationville Senior Secondary had only about 250 of "its approx­

·imately 1500 students present. The follm.,ring day, \•Jestbury Senior 

Secondary students a 11 stayed at home. Re: lying, for v;ant of any 

viable alternative, on what was reported in the press, a guess­

timated 140 000 students v1ere boycotting by the end of the third 

week. (Argus 28.4.80, 29.4.80~ 30.4.80, 1.5.80, 3.5.80; Cape Times 

30.4.80; Herald 3.5.80, Star 9.5.80; Intergroup 3 (~lune 1980) 3) 

10. I! The aut;hoY'i L·ies: containment and comm,in"'ica"!;·ion 

10.4.1 ' Police violencE: 

Consist0nt with the assessment~ to whict1 the authorities had 

come "in the second week, that ail 'oi'der situation 1 had arisen, th2y 

went into the third week with no,strategy for resolving the 'schools 
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crisisi but determined to contain it in such a way as not to allow 

law and order to be threatened. It is unclear, however, precisely 

what orders the police were under because, although they for the most 

part maintained a relatively low profile - for instance, in Cape 
Town where they limited themselves to_surveillance - there were 

forceful interventions made by the police elsewhere in the country, 

for example, in Kokstat, hi Newlands~ aohannesburg, and in K~l/amashu, 
·ourban. (Argus 29.4.80, 30.4.80, 1:5.80, 2.5.80) 

To describe just one of these instances, it arose out of a 
mass meeting in Newlands which had been planned as a peaceful 

demonstration. About a thousand students from Christiaan-Botha 
Coronati anvil le s St Barnabas and Westbury Senior Secondaries 

rallied at the latter school on Tuesday, 29 April. The area 

surrounding the school was cordoned off by police in camouflage 
uniforms with semi··automatic rifles, side··arms and gas masks 

attached to their uniforms. Although the police had prohibited the 
press from entering the area, teachers told afterwards of how the 
police had jumped over the locked school gates, discharged tear 

gas, and baton charged and chased the students while yelling at them 
to disband and start queuing up for arrest. In the chaos, which 

followed the breaking up of the rally, some students fled into nearby 

houses and, according to residents in the vicinity, were followed by 

police who beat them up \>Jith batons. One vJestbury resident described 
, 

to journalists what had happened at her home: 'I locked my door. I 

heard banging nnd the pol ice threatened to break my door do1tm. When 
I opened the door they hit me and my daughter and swore at me. 1 At 
least fifteen van-loads of students were arrested and taken to Newlands 
police station. One father who did not know whether his 12-year-old 
son had been arrested, was turned away from the police station when 
he went to enquire. While there, however, he saw young persons being 
beaten by policemen and bleeding. - He also saw some 60 parents and 
children baton-charged. 

The 763 students st1rted appearing before a court specially 
convened at 17h30 the same day. Accordinq to the charge sheet, the 
students had allegedly contravened the Riotous Assemblies Act by 
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attending gatherings prohibited by the Minister of Justice. Five of 
them were also charged with public violence as a result of alleged.iy 

causing damage to police vehicles. In the first hour 1 60 of the cases 

were handled after which the students were brought before the magi­

strate 32 at a time instead of only 16. Their ages ranged from 12 

to 19 years old. In school uniforms, the children entei~ed the dock 

- with their parents behind them - to hear the magistrate release 
thos~ under 17, who were in the great majority, in the custody of 

·their parents or guardians. Those over 17, amongst whom there were 

two teachers, were released on their own recognisances. All of them 

were warned to reappear on 13 May. Each session took only about two 

minutes but it was the early hours of the next morning before all the 

cases had been processed. (Argus 29.4.80. 30.4.80; Cape Times 30.4.80) 

10.4.2 Delegation to the Minister of Police 

Contrasting with such actions on the part of the police, there 
came also during the third week a mild attempt initiated at Cabinet 

level to confront somewhat more positively the question of how the 

boycott might be resolved. The two initiatives taken were the direct 
result of suggestions put to the Minister of Police by & delegation 
which had come to see h·lm on 29 J\pril 1980. The delegation was put 
together by a. group of "inr:l"i vi dua.1 s v1ho were ccnccrned v:ith the 

possible repercussions of an escalation in student-state confrontation. 
The delegation had two definite objectives in going to see Le Grange. 
The first was to a chi eve the rel east:; of Nevi 11 e Fry o.nd Richard Stevens . 
along with two teachers from Paarl. The other objective arose out 
of a general principle th~t the more information a party has about 
the terms on which its adversaries are operating~ the less likely 
unintended and/or futile confrontation will be. Thus) these persons 
thought that it would be useful to establish at the highest level under 
precisely what conditions the police would invade school premises as 
well as what actions against the students were being contemplated or 
had a 1 ready been p 1 anrn::d ~ 

One of those involved in this endeavour was a UCT sociologist. 
Professor Paul Hare. He suggested that somebody from the DCR's ed­
ucational authorities be delegated to set up a meeting with the police. 
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Apparently, however, there was nobody in Coloured Education who would 

undertake such a task and Hare volunteered his services. If humour 

should survive in the rubble of the future, the anecdote which 

follows is here ~reserved for posterity's amusement. Le Grange 
returned Hare's telephone call personally but was put through to 

an administrative assistant in the Department of Sociology. Before 
_going in search of Hare, the assistant, hearing it was a minister 
speaking and being of a naturally friendly disposition and himself 
a church man, asked to what denomination the minister belonged. Le 

Grange's response was a curt, 'The Minister of Police' - he obviously 

considered it inap~ropriate to reveal his denomination. 

The fact that it was a matter of only some two hours before Le 

Grange had agreed to receive this delegation, along with the fnct that 

he had himself telephoned to set up the appointment, was interpreted 
by Hare as D.n indication of how keen the Minister was to c.cquire first­

hand information on~ and insight into, the students• boycott. This 

interpretation was lent weight when it became apparent during the 

course of the meeting with Le Grange that he was operating, to some 
extent at leasts on inadequate and even incorrect information. For 

example, half way through, they discovered that he was under the 

·impression that there were parents and teachers on the Committee 

of 81. 

The four-person de 1 egat ion to Le Grange was led by Sor.n. Its 
other ~embers were Ted Doman (Editor of The Herald, Hare, and Lionel 
Kearns (a member of the CTPA executive). The meeting was also attended 
by the Commissioner of Police, General M.C.W. Geldenhuys. Towards their 
first· limited objective, Sonn appealed to the Minister for the release 
of those detained in connection with the students' boycott and 
specifically the four persons mentioned above. Sann pointed out that 
in the cases fo1~ example, of Fry, the whole community was certa"in 
that there cou1d not possibly be grounds on which to just"ify the 
detention of this teacher. Le Grange told them in response to this 
appeal that he had not as yet been able to study all the relevant 
reports in detail. He undertook to do so at the earliest opportunity 
and to act on the basis of what he discovered. He said immediately, 
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however, that he knew Stev<:ns could not be released. Fi~y and the 

other two teachers were re·i eased before the end of Ui;2 week. Towards 

the delegation's other limited objectives they established thnt 

Le Grange's instructions to the police were that any gc:.thering, 

including on school premises and even if in a building, was to be 

regarded as a 'riotous assembly', in terms of the Act by that name, 

...if' it was in sight of a public thoroughfare or in any way in public 
view. 1his information was important in that the interpretation 

Le Grange was now giving to what constituted a riotous assembly was 
a ~ore stringent one than that which the po1ice had been applying so 
far. It was, therefore, something of which students were going to 

have to take cognisance if they wished to continue avoiding co11frontation 

with the police. 

Concerning the Minister 1 s general approach to the delegation, 

he seems to have been open, honest, prepared to list.en and ameno.ble 

to suggestions. One member of the delegation developed the impression 

that Le Grange was deliberately demonstrating his determination not to 

be another Kruger (his predecessor). He exp.1afoed more than he needed 
to~ he was rational~ and there was apparently nothing 'hard-line 1 in 

his attitude. He stressed repeatedly that he did not want to hurt 
anybody. He admitted there were difficulties in controlling the police 

given the nature of the training they had received. Being at the top 
where he had power lo direct but could not have control on the ground 

made him nervous. What he said he could not understand was why such 
decent children as the great majority of the students were, should be 
challenging the state in the way they were. His concern appeared genuine 
when he asked Sann how he should handle the situation in view of the 
fact that it would soon become a problem of maintaining law anrl order. 

Sonn, in response, launched into a frank attack on how the 
Minister of Coloured Relations ran his Department. He pointed out 
that Steyn did not know, nor had ~ven met~ the leaders in Coloured 
EdtAcation such as himself and that all he did w&s to issue instructions. 
Sonn pointed out that the first thing any person in the Minister 1 s 
position should have done under the circumstances w~s to bring his 
• cornmanders' - "in th·i s case the pri nci pals and rector'.; - together and 
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to talk with them. He should bring then1 in with him, close the doors, 
and say Right, we are in this boat together - what do we do? 

Then listen to them and take them seriously. Le Grange accepted the 

point. He thought that there sho~ld have been communication between 
the Minister of Coloured Relations and the heads of Coloured 
educational institutions - he had assumed that there had been. 

However, as he said he had told the Cabinet, he had no intention of 
running any other M"inister 1 s Department fo:· him in the \<Jay~ he impl·ied, 

his predecessor, Kruger, had wanted to do. Le Grange elaborated by 

saying that if another man's Department went awry but the difficulties 
there did not threaten law and order then that Minister was not to 
come knocking at his door for he would be told to go off and rur his 

Department properly. His own role as Minister of Police was that of 
a last resort if things got out of hand. In the meanwhile, he had to 

assume that his colleagues in the Cabinet were dealing with the sub­
stantive issues. He had no particular strategy for dealing with the 

students and rather saw himself in the wings ready to make an e11trance 
only in the eventuality of violence erupt'ing. The police's riiandate 

was merely to keep people off the streets and protect things the way 
they were. Nevertheless, he was now faced with the fact that Steyn 
had not been doing his job effectively. He acted without further 

delay and got the Minister of Coloured Relations to summon all 
principals of ca·1oured secondary ·schools and rectors of Col cured 
training colleges in the area, including the Peninsula Technikon, for 
a meeting with representatives of the Government. 

10.4.3 Pr'in<.:i pa "Is and rectors summoned 

The very next morning, DCR principals and rectoY's in the a.rea 
received an instruction issued by Steyn to present then1selves that 
afternoon at the H F Ver\<1oerd Building. This WD.s the first of the two 
initiatives referred to above. Meeting the 72 principals and rectors 
who attended, were the Minister of Coloured Relations, Steyn, the 
Minister of Police, Le Grange, the Deputy Minister of Coloured Relations~ 
S F Kotze, the Secretary for Co 1 cured Rel at'i ons, ~'i·i n s, as we 11 as other 

offi ci a 1 s of the OCR. The mc~et-i ng ~vas s.1n.~bbed, however~ by those from 
the OCR, as an opportunity to persuade the principals to use their 
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influence to end the boycott .. The few principals who spoke up 

insisted in their turn that it was up to the Government to set up 
contact with the students and that they as principals could not act 

as the agents of the Government in tryin9 to end the boycott. They 
made the further point that part of the problem was precisely lack 

of communication between the Government and the mass of the Co1oured 

people. Sonn 1 hoping to be able to raise some of the fundamental 
issues involved in the boycott, had hard-iy sta1·ted speaking when M-Jlls 

told him that they did not have time for speeches. Reacting to being 

put down in this manner, Sann refused to proceed. By sitting down, 
Sonn was in effect guaranteeing that nobody else would then speak, 

and it did, indeed, kill the meeting. Le Grange made the plea that 
people should be allowed to speak.since that was supposed to be why 

they were there. He had, after all, forced the meeting in response 

to the request of Sonn's delegation. But, as Sonn put it, 1 we didn't 

ask him to be preached at 1
• What was interesting about the meeting 

was that it was Le Grange who played the role of the 'big', understanding 

one while Steyn and Mills acted_ like the police ministers. (Interviewee 

47; Argus 30.4.80) 

10.4.4 The committee of 81 summoned· 

Going back a day to the meeting with Le Grange again, he -

turning to Hare - sa·id he had expected that the delegat"ion would be 

bringing him an actual solution which could defuse and tie up the whole 
situation. Hare responded by pointing out that much had to be achieved 
before a solution could even be seen. The first step would be to get 
the adversaries, being principally the Government and the students, to 
start talking to each other. But no gov~rnment could be expected to 

negotiate wher1 they have a gun pointed at their heads, the Minister said 
holding an imaginary gun to his head. And, in any case, he went .on~ 
1 No government will negotiate with students.' In spite of this initial 
reactio~ - although in the spirit of that reaction rather than what 

had been intended by Hare - Le Brange acted on this point too. 

(Interviewees 19, 47; Argus 2.5.80) 
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The next day he had po·! ice raid a meeting of the Committee of 

81. At least fifteen policemen, some in plainclothes and others in 

carnoufl age uni forms, accompard ed by dogs, entered the St Franc-is. Ha 11 

in Crawford, during the meeting. Police blocked the exits and 
surrounded the hall while the student representatives present were 
lined up, cursorily questioned and photographed. Their names, ages 

and addresses were taken in preparation for the attempt to be made 

.the day after to set up a meeting between the Committee of 81 and the 

Minister of Police. (Interviewee 4; Argus 1.5.80) As it turned out~ 

security police were able to round up only about 20 members of the 

Committee. They were telephoned on Thursday, 1 May, and personally 

informed by the police that they would be picked up at their homes at 

18h30 1 to meet the Minister of Police'. Those who allowed themselves 

to be found for this meeting with the police were generally more junior 

members of the Cammi tte(~. They were driven to Spes Bona Senior Secondai-y 

where they were put in the school hall and addressed by a member of the 

security police~ Capt. G Strydom. He explained that he had been 
instructed by the l>iinister of Pol ice to tr.v and arrange a meet'ir;9 

between himself and the Committee of 81 for 10h30 the next d<::y in the 

HF Verwoerd Building. The students were then given an opportunity to 
work out their response which was that they could themselves not decide 
on whether or not to meet with the Minister and would have to take it 

back to the full Cownittee where a decision would be taken only after 
all the representatives had discussed the matter with their respective 
schools. The students ~·12re then driven h~me again. The next da.y a 

spokesperson a.t the office of the Comnd ss i oner of Poi ice announced that 
the proposed meeting between Le Grange and the Committee of 81 had been 
postponed. The feeling amongst students was overwhelmingly against 
their representotives meeting the Minister of Police. The student 
leadership was definite that it should not enter into negotiations with 
the Government, while at school level there ~as also the suspicion that 
those V!ho went i.-mul d be detained. No nH::et i ng between the Comnri ttee of 
81 and the Minister of Police or any other representative of the 
Government took piace thr:n or o.t ar.y st.age in the boycott. 

(Interviewee 4; Argus 30.1.80~ 2.5.80) 
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10.4.5 A threat 

Equally in conflict with the spirit of what even Le Grange had 

intended should be attempted following his meeting with Sonn's 
delegation, Steyn, at the weekend~ addressed a directive to the 

rectors of the trainind colleges and technikons under his jurisdiction, 

instructing them to warn their students that if these institutions 
had not returned to 'normal' by 7 May - the middle of the boycott's 

fourth week - action would be taken against them. 

Why this threat of expulsion applied only to students at 

training colleges and technikons is unclear. Steyn's previous threat~ 
which had been to consider closing the schools if they had not returned 

to normal by the end of the previous week, had proved to be a provocative 

move. Possibly the authorities were testing for public reaction to this 

tactic by employing it at a relatively 1-lrriited number of institutions 

and ones which no student was attending crnnpulsorily. 

As it turned outs the students affected chose simply to ignore 
the threat of action against them. Rca1·ising that this was 1r1hat the 

students were going to do, the rectors of the Peninsula Technikon and 

the various training colleges were called in for an urgent meeting with 

Van Kempen, Mills and Arendse. After Mills had re-emphasised that 

action would definitely be taken if they could not get their students 
back to studying, it was decided not to do so at that stage in spite 
of the ultimatum they had issued. The only limited significance that 
such a meeting had, was that it was unprecedented. (Interviewee 47; 

A 7 5 Qf\" rgus .. uv) 

The level of participation in the boycott \'las ·in general the same 
during the fourth week. By mid-week in Natal, however, it was reported 
that ch1sses at ColCJured schools were back to normal and that Kwamashu 1 s 
Africc;.ri schools had 85% attendance. The Uni'Vers·ity of Durban-·l~e:;tville 
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al so ca 11 ed off their boycott and retur·ned to ·1 i::ctures. On the other 

hand, with a mass walkout of students and staff at Dower Teachers 
Training College in Port Elizabeth a11d many young students at Ntsika 

Junior School in Grahamstown joining, the boycott was still growing. 

In the Johannesburg townships of Coronationville, Newclare and 
Bosmont, no students arrived for class on the Monday morning but they 

were there and gathered in the grounds. At Westbury Senior Secondary~ 

one of the schools to have had a complete stayaway the previous week~ 

reportedly some 70% of its students came to school but drifted off 
again after about an hour. On the evening of 6 May~ students met in 
the major Indian townships on the Witwatersrand and drew up a fresh 

set of demands. The position which emerged from these meetings was that 

they would not return to school until Steyn had been removed from office 

and until all students 1 and parents 1 action committee members detained 

had been rele&sed and any charges against them withdrawn. These 

students warned that any 'unreasonable and tough' countenneasure~ the 

Government might take against their new demands would force them to 
'enlist the aid of overseas governments anJ anti-apartheid bodies'. 

{Argus 5.5.80, 7.5.SOs 8.5.80) 

11. 2 'l.'he Govern.ment presen·ts o; conc1'..Z,iatory face 

11.2.1 Delegation to tile Prime Minister 

For the first time in the boycctt's development, the Government 
moved at the highest level to present a conciliatory face. Like the, 
albeit abortive~ initiatives of the Minister of Police the week before, 
this move was precipitated by a delegation but this time to the Prime 
Minister. The delegation had been mandated to seek an interview with 
P W Botha by a m2eting which the CTPA had called and at which there had 
also been representatives of the United Teachers Associations of South 
Africa (UTASA). Why a certain body of teachers decided on representations 
to the head of Government is explained below. Sonn was appointed to 
lead the delegation and, in th~ evening of the same SatL;rday that the 
decision was made, he telephoned a contact who was in a position to 
relay their request for an appointment with the Prime Min~ster. Within 
ha l f·-an-·hour he had Botha 1 s reply - he vw~i1 d ser:: them at 08h30 on 

Monday morning. 
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How the meeting with the Prime Minister on 5 May proceeded 

is of interest. The proceedings were described by Sann in an 
interview. As the words in which he gave his account help to convey 

particularly the more subjective aspects of the meeting, they will 
be used where possible. Speaking for the delegation, Sonn made it 

clear that they had not ccme to recriminate Botha, because what 
they would have told him if they had, he could in any case take as 
said. 'You know ho~/ you wou 1 d fee 1 if you 1<1ere me. So don't let me 
give you an inventory of grievances because "if .you are worth your salt 
as Prime Minister then you'll know what they are already. You do know 

our grievances.' To which Botha nodded, 1 1 understand~ yes - you are 
right. 1 Sonn told Botha that he was not perceived as the villain his 

predecessor had been. Vorster had been regarded as another Hitler. 

'In 1976 every toilet you opened had disparaging 
graffiti about Vorster. You'll still see. on walls in 
the townships, for exa.mp1 E: ~ 11 Vorster ct·i e renoster 11 

and 11 Vorster ·is 1 n va rk 11
• I must be truthful with 

you this morning, Mr Prime Minister, but I have never 
seen anything like that written about you. That is 
a position to work from now how do you 
use that positive position in your and our best 
interests? If you don't, your position is going to 
dee.line and soon people vJill start writ"in9 the sa111e 
things about you in the toilets.• 

Having struck an apparently appropriate opening chord, Senn lay 

into apartheid and outlined something of what it is like to live under 
such a system. As soon as he saw that he was losing Botha again, he 
hauled him back with a reminiscence. 

1 You knov1, Sirs my wife comes from George and my father-
frl·.:lav.1 often told me personal storiGs about you. He 
knew you very well - you may not have known him. What 
·is amazing. is how the ordinary Coloured fo"lk respect 
you. They believe that you v;i11 dea·1 very vwn 1'1"ith 
them and reverse some of the very bad thin9s that have 
been done to them. They do so because they know you so 
well; they know you personally. You are a Cape man. 
Mr Prime Minister, there's something I want to tell you, 
if you'll permit me. I know the official representative 
of the United States Government in our country, not even 
·ind"irectly, hut persona"!ly. If ther<:: 1 s a knock at the 
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door on a Sunday afternoon and it's them, I'm not 
surprised - they don~t even phone any more. So 
fonerican Government policy v1hich affects us I know 
at first hand. Now in your system a Minister of 
Coloured Relations is supposed not only to be an 
ord·inary Minister but to be the Government's 
representative to a group of people who are 11 citizens 11 

l·iving in the sha.dmvs of society. Furthermore, you 
have to be informed by him - he is your ambassador. 
Yet, you know what, Mr Prime Minister? I don't 
know him and I don't know them, 1 

Sonn said~ pointing at Kotze and Mills: the Deputy Minister and 

Secretary of Coloured R.2lations, respectively. l\t. Vihich moment one 

cf those poir1ted out could no longer contain himself and snapped, 

'Moen-ie net hier sit en ven-Jys nie! 1 Still addressing himself to 

Botha, Sonn asked of him rhetorically, 1 Meneer die Eerste Minister, 

hoor u hoe skree hu11e vir my? Hul1e skree omdat ek die vvacffheid 

praat. 1 Botha's response was almost classically appropriate - he 

looked down with a suppressed smile and started cleaning his nails. 

Sann went over the student's main grievances and emphasised 

that they, as teachers, identified fully with their short- and long­
term demands. He po-inted out that the CTPJ\ had ccns i stently aver a 
long period of time brought all these issues to the attention of the 

Government in an orderly and constructive manner hut had nothing to 
show for it. It was pretisely for that reason that trouble had now 

arisen in the form that it had because students and people in the 
wider cornmun"itY vJere saying that ta.1king d·id not help ., the on1y v:;;.y 

to make the Gover-nment sit up and take note is to demonstr0.te and 
cause unrest in the streets. A senior member of the delegations 
J G v0.n den Heever, principal cf Gros::.y Park Senior Secondary School, 
spoke strongly to the Prime Minister on the consequences of sending 
negotiators out w"ith empty hands. If he sent them home empty-ha.nded 

they would never co;i1E~ back ... they eouZd never come back. Even in 

their eyes - persons v;ho were still µrepared to try and negot:iate with 

the Government - dialogue would have failed for all time. 

There followed a process of amicable bargaining in which Botha 
would suggest something he could do and then ask: 'How is that?' 
The delegation 1,rwuld respond \'lith, for. instance, 1 Fine 1

; He i;Jou1d then 
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say, 'And I'll do this - how's that?' and somebody would says 'Well 

wh~t about something a bit different?' To which he might respond, 

'No, let's go one better - I'll do this. 1 The officials present 

would seem never to have witnessed negotiation of this kind before and 
reportedly sat with gaping mouths. 

The Prime M'irrister 1:1as at the time contemplating certain reforms. 

He clearly already had thoughts on the.question of education but the 

'crisis' which had arisen, gave him a context in which he could obtain 

extra mileage out of making his ideas known. Botha was able to make 

two commitments which could not reasonably have been rejected by the 

delegation. First, he asked whether a commission of inquiry would 
help resolve the situation. The delegation's response was: no, 
people won't accept commissions of inquiry, we're s·ick and tired of 

commissions. To that, Botha responded by suggesting that instead of 

a conventional Government inquiry, he could commission a design-study 

which would produce an architectural drawing of a new structure for 

education. At that point he took the opportunity of explaining that 

he had been Prime Minister for a relatively short tim8. One area 

which had always concerned him was that of education. He felt sure 
things were not as they should be because he was hearing too many 
complaints: from industry; from commerce, from White teachers, and, 
of course, from virtually everybody v1ho had anyth-lng to do \vith 

Coloured, Indian or 1 Black 1 Education. But, Botha went on, he wrrs a 
layman and did not presume to know how things educational should be. 
He said he did not want to embarrass members of the delegation by 

asking them to say off the cuff how things ought to be. What he 
needed was to commission experts to tell him what changes were needed. 
As far as is known, that was when and where the idea which materialised 

as the de lange Commission was first floated. The delegation accepted 
the Prime Minister's proposal in good faith. Secondly, Botha said 
he would commit,the Government to the principle of equality and this 

too the delegat"ion had to uccept. Thirdly, he committed himself to 
seeing to it personally that the students' short-,..tcrm grievances were 
redressed forthwith. 
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Botha asked, then, whether they were satisfied. Sonn 5 on 

behalf of the delegation, replied that obviously what he had 

proposed was not what they were after or anywhere near it but that, 
understanding his position too, he had probably gone as far as he 

cou-ld have gone at that stage. However, it was one thing committing 

himself to them in private, would he go on TV that night and 

say the same ·pubHe:iy'? · Botha said that they could take out his 
undertakings and themselves make them known to the community. The 

delegation refused to do this on the grounds that what constituted 
representative bodies and who \'Jere 'real lea.ders' in the commun"ity 

were too disputed. They had no intention of setting themselves up 

as leaders who were coming back to tell the people what the Govern~ 
ment had said nor obviously did they represent the Government. 

Botha accepted th·is immediately because he turned, then, to his 

secretary, with the instruction: 'Bel gou vir die SAUK, asseb1·ief -
se hull e moet hi ernatoe krnr.. Ii His secretary returned v~ith the new:; 

that the SABC would be coming i~nediately. 'Will you go with me on 

TV~ Mr Sonn?' asked Botha. 1 No, 1 was the reply. 'You go on TV 
alone, because you must speak, not us. Afterwards we.shall respond. 

If what you say ·is good v.JE~ 1 l1 applaud H~ if what you say is bad 

we'll criticise it. (Interviewees 47, 56) 

11.2.2 The Government's commitments and concessions 

The same night the Prime Minister was on television committing 
the Government to the principle of equijlity in education and announcing 
that he would shortly be commissioning an independent and scientific 
investigation of education as a whole in South Africa. The latter 
seemed unprecE!dented but in committing the Government to the former, 

Botha killed a holy cow. 

Consistent with the image projected by Botha, the same day, the 
Secretary for Culoured Relations, Mills, stated publicly that steps to 
meet some of the students' demands had already been taken. Mills said 
several of the demands, such as those relating to school uniforms, school 

funds and SRCs. could be deaH ~with by schoo·l committees. To 
deal \vHh the shortage of books, a specit.1 l ir1 ,6 mi 11 ion had bc-:en 
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obtained from the Treasury. He admitted that the backlog in the 

repair of school buildings was a real problem as w~s the shortage 
of classrooms but said that these were partly the result of a 

tremendous increase in the number of pupils. Negotiations had, 

however, been held with the Department of Public Works for a faster 

_building programme. Concerning the genera-I standard of education, 

he pointed out that this was a problem which would take time to solve. 

He suggested a three-pronged approach involving better training for 
prospective teachers~ in-service training of underqualified teachers, 

and the attraction of better qualified people into the profession. 
(Argus 6.5.80) Regarding the book concession, principals were 

instructed to submit requests for 1whatever books they need' by 

Wednesday, 14 May, the middle of the boycott 1 s fifth week. 

(Argus 12.5.80) 

11. 3 Students 1°ecorrnider : prov-z'.sionaZ suspension 

Students of the Rand College of Education decided unanimously 

to return to classes and, reportedly, student spokespersons from most 

of Johannesburg 1 s Coloured secondary schools conffrmed thc:.t they \·wuld 

do the same. 

In the Cape Peninsula at a meeting attend8d by more than 800 

f~fri can students! it vJas decided that they would enter tile boycott a.s 

a body from the following week and their representatives 0ould submit 
a list of their demands to the principals of the four local African 
senior secondary schools. They al_so decided to run an awareness 
progr0mme. 

Meanwhile during the week, at many OCR schools in the Peninsula, 
referenda on whether the boycott should conti nu.e or not had been he-Id. 

The results generally reflected great division in the students' ranks. 
To cite but one example, in a referendum held on Thursday, 8 May, at 
Belgravia Senior Secondary School~ !;.60 students (or 51 ~1% of those h1ho 
voted) were in favour of continuing the boycott and 420 (or 46,7%) 
voted against its while 20 spoilt papers accounted for the other 2,2%. 
( Interview:e 41) 
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When the Committee of s·i came together on Saturday, 10 M<w, 

it decided to suspend the boycott for a provisional period of three 

weeks as from the following Wednesday and to submit an ultimatum to 

the Government. The ultimatum, still to be drawn up, was that if 

the Government had not met their demands 

_weeks they would review their suspension 

on the community for active assistance. 

completely within three 

of the boycott and call 

(Argus 10.5.80, 12.5.80; 

Herald 17.5.80; Document 33) The following resolution was passed 

by the meeting 

'He, the students, suspend the boycott as from Wc~dnesday 
14 May, and wi 11 resume 11 norma 1 !I schoo ·1 i ng "in another 
form as from Monday, 19 May. Our demands must be met 
within three weeks of ~ormal attendance after which we 
will reconsider our attendance of classes: 

A. All academic work performed during the period of 
boycott should br. nunif-ied. (Lessons given to 
student scabs or student traitors must be done 
over again.) 

B. We submit a list of demands to every student. 
parent and worker. (We will set a deadline for 
all our JUST demands to be met. We are not 
being unreasonable in giving 3 weeks for the 
demands to be met - it should have been met years 
ago - it is our d~mands for fundamental human 
rights. If our demands are not met, worke1~s, 
parents and students will have to decide what 
to do.) 

C. We set an ultimatum of 3 weeks which, if not met 
by the authorit·ies, will result in us reviP.\ving 
our decision to go back to classes. (The 
ultimatwn,is not only set to the authorities: 
it is set to us. the voiceless majority of South 
Africa. We must be prepared to take certain 
decisions if the ultimatum is not met by the 
Government.) 

D. The concept of education for Liberation must be 
ta.ken up "in the cla.ss.rooms. He should refuse to 
accept passively the blatant tribalism in our 
syn abi. Thus the struggle for Eq~ia.l ity and· 
Freedom must continue in a new form. (We don't 
need no thought contro ·r ... t'!e must force our teachers 
to teach us about our struggle. They must refuse 
to rnen~ly prepe1re us for the lo.bour mark2t by 
stuffing us \IJith facts. W2 must ·1 earn to become 
critical to cha·l lenge them rath{~r than accept.) 
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E. We pledge ourselves to work harder in conscien­
tising the community and transformfog the issues 
of education into an issue of the fight for 
fundamental human rights. Thus, when a new 
revofotionary strategy is decided upon, we stand 
united as one community. {VJe must explain to 
our rarents that we aren't "f·i ni shed with the 
boycott!I. We are merely suspending it for 3 
\'Jee ks.} 

F. We will continue to hold mass meetings and to 
reviev: the situation. We wil'l request time every 
day for our conscientising progra.mr:ie. If \•Je do 
not get time, we will have to walk out of lessons 
at a certa-in time to have our pro·grnmme in operation .. 

G. The end of the boycott i~ not a retreat, it is a 
consolidation of our forces. We have not been 
forced by the fas~ist rulers to go back. We 
decide what we do from a position of strength and 
unity. 

· Thu~itisstrategically correct and desirable that we 
call off the boycott. That is the feeling of the 
majority of boycotting students ...... ' 

We, in our 3 weeks consolidation, must see how we can 
make the boycott more effective and powerful.' 
(Document 33, page l) 

The same meeting of the Committ~of 81 also decided - regardless of 
the outcome of their co;iditional suspension of the cla~;s boycott -

to !Jo_ycot.t the June examinations in order 'to impress the seriousness 
of our demands on the Government and the community' and also as an 
expression of s.olidarity with student detainees who might not have 
been released in time, and would in any case not be prepared, for 
the examinations. 

In a statement issued after the meeting 1 the students warned 
that their ultimatum should not be met with promises, nor should it 
be ignored, nor met with police violence and detention. 'If our 
ultimatum is met with any of these responses, then we will certainly 
ca 11 upon the workers to he 1 p us. ' (J.\rgus 10. 5. 80, i2. 5. 80; 
Herald 17.5.80; Document 33, p.2) 
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12.1 Meet1'.ngs, 'douJrring of tools', and incept:fr>n of an 011gani'.sation 

This is an appropriate point at which to describe further 

. the role of teachers in the boycott because by the end of its fourth 
week their attempt to mount organised collective resistance thamselves 

had effectively collapsed. 

At the start of the third week, approximately 1200 teachers 

came together at a meeting in Athlone to discuss the boycott and their 

relation to it. The teachers pledged their solidarity with the students 

and expressed their total rejection of the Government's policies. Thsy 

al so adopted a very s ti'ong pas Hi on opposed to the CTP,l\. The meeting 
elected an ad hoc committee to carry or9anisation further. (Interviewee 
61; Grassroots, April 1980: 15) 

The same day as the Athlone meeting was held in the Cape -

Monday, 28 April - fr1 the Transvaal scme 300 teachers~ most of them 

members of the Transvaal Association of Teachers, 'downed tools' at 
a number of Johannesburg primary schools in so'!idarity \vith the 

boycotting students and expressing fol 1 support for the·i r demands. 

(Argus 29.4.80) 

The next day another meeting attended by again about 1200 
teachers was held at Hewat Teachei·s Train·1n~1 College. One teacher 
captured the overriding feeling of those present when he said, 1 We 
have been tvHhout a voice ctnd -it is about time we shov1 our so ·1 i darHy 
with the students. 1 The rnc~eth1~J gave its fun support to the cla~;s 

boycott. It \«'0.S a 1 so recommended that teachers •down tools 1 ·j n 

solidarity but this was to be considered the day after by the ad hoc 

committee representing more than a hundred schools which had been 
fonned by the meeting. Several teachers said that they had nlready 
refused to continue with regular classes and thereby 'perpetuate 

gutter educatfon'. One pr·iaiary ~;chcol teacher s<rid thcrL she hi:~d _ 
st6pped giving lessons on the Monday and had been devoting the time 
to 'enlightening' her young students about the situation. Another 
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teacher stressed that teachers should assist and advise students 

when it was needed and provide more 'backbone' to their protest. The 
meeting unanimously supported a declaration presented by the lecturers 

and students from Hewat which said they completely idr:~ntifiect them­

selves vlith those who were striving tmivards a single 1 non-discrfo1inatcry 
and non-racial educational system'. The declaration continued : 

'We sincerely believe that the division of any 
educational system along ethnic lines is totally 
unjust and indefensible. We also believe that such 
a system is contrary to and a violation of the most 
basic tenets of education. 

'We disagree vehemently with any contention that 
only sees alleged agitators behind the present unrest. 

'We dedicate ourselves to the achievement of a single, 
non-discriminatory, non--racial society v1ithin which 
no racially stratified educational system can function.' 

The meet"ing also adopted ci. motion denouncing the CTPA a.s a 'reactionary 

body'. (i'~rgus 30.4..80; Grassroots, Apri'i 1980: 16) 

The next night at a meeting of teachers, fri Paarl, 471 out of 

587 teachers representing 33 schools in that vicinity voted not to 

continue with lessons and provide alternatives to classroom work. 
(Argus 2.5.80) 

A formal collective decision to 'dovm too1s' v1as f'ina"lly to.ken 
at a meeting on Thursday, l May. The four-hour meeting was attended 
by approxir.iately 1000 teachers representing ci1?ca 150 schoo·is through·,. 
out the Western Cape includi~g outlying areas. It was to have been 
held at Hewat but the Administration of Coloured Re1ati6ns prohibited 
it and at the last moment the venue was switched to the Athlone Civic 
Centre. 

On a general level, the teachers spelt out what they stood for 
in a unanimously adopted motion placing on record their complete 
frlentffication with all who strove towards a single non-·discriminatory 
educational system 'in the land of our birth 1

• The motion continued, 
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'We sincerely believe that the division of any 
educational system along ethnic lines is totally 
unjust and indefensible .... we also believe that 
such a system is contrary to and a violation of the 
most basic tenets of education. 

1 We dedicate ourselves to the achievement of a single, 
non-discriminatory, non-racial society within which 
no racially stratified educational system can function. 
As teachers concerned with the whole education of the 

· child~ we will continue to work and strive for these 
views which we hold sacred and will not cease such 
efforts until we have achieved a non-racial educational 
system within a non-raci a ·1 society. 1 

On a more specific level, teachers at the meeting gave voice 

to the demands for parity in teachers' salar·ies and for equal per• 

capita educational expenditure. Concerning hm'I to give oi~ganisationai 

express"ion to their commitment, the meeting rejected the CTPA, along 

with all other 'ethnic or racist' bodies, and called on teachers who 

were members of the CTPA to terminate their membership thereof forth­
with. It was dee i ded to form an action committee of the·i r own. The 

meeting 1 s decision with the most contentious implications and the 

most serious possible consequences was contained in another unanimously 
adopted moti6n which instructed teachers ijt all educational institutions 

to 1 down tools' until such time as the students and teachers decided 
to end the class boycott. The motion explained) 'Down tools shall 

imply the following: That teachers remain in classrooms or at schbols \ 
end involve themselves with non-administrative and non-curriculum 

activities. By non-curriculum activities vie sha.ll include all 

officially organised sports and other extra-mural activities. 1 Their 
commHtee, to be known as the Teachers Act"ion Committee (TAC), wou1 d 
work out a programme for schools for the following week - it was said 
that the pros1rarnme might include fasting and prayer. TAC would also 
\'/Ork with the Committee of el. (Argus 2.5.80; Interviewee 6"1) 

The next day, more teachers in the Transvaal decided to 'down 
tools'. f\ meeting of Lenasia teachers resolved to do so in symp0thy 
with their own students and in solidarity with the teachers who had 
downed tools in the Cape. 
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Before the week 1 s end, many teachers had been given ultimatwns 

to resign or to apply for unpaid leave if they heeded the call to 

'down tools 1
• TAC made its reaction known in the following statement: 

1 The action comm"ittee has resolved that if o.ny ter1chr-:r ·is 
dismissed on the grounds of agitation, promotion of the 
struggle, insubordination, misconduct or any other charge 
related to our decision, the staff of that schaol will 
walk out and every other teacher at every other educa­
tional institution being part of, or in sympathy with, 
this act "ion committee vii 11 do 1 i kewi se. The re a.son for 
this resolution is the blatant intimidation of teachers 
by some principals and inspectors and threats of 
dismissals. 1 (Argus 5.5.80) 

Although the 1 downing of tools' was widely debated, only a small 

minority of teachers ever even considered downing tools themselves. 

For many it was not an issue. Some seem to have felt the need to 

justify their reject-ion of such action, 1-1hich they attempted b.Y~ for 

example, interpreting it ~s a call on teachers to resign their posts 

so as to make it appear ridiculous. Other teachers experienced real 
ambivalence. (Inter'viewees 33, 41, 61) 1The genera·! feeling, 

hov1ever,' according to ont! teacher interviewed, 'was that they vwuld 

lose their jobs if they took such action. There v:as in any case no 

teaching going on. For most of the boycott the teachers v1ere upstairs 
in the domestic science room, the we.men) with thefr hair in rollers, 
making curry and the men playing ping-pong~ etcetera. 1 

( Interv·l eVJ('.!e 5l) 

At one school, the staff. although partic~larly supportive of the 
boycott and in any case not attempting to continue normal curricular 
work, passed a formal resolution not to down tools. 1 But, 1 as 
expla"ined by the principal, :tha.t was for external consumptfon. Had 
\\le downed tools \ve could immed·iately have been charged with misconduct. 

We took a deliberate decision to protect ourselves. 1 {Interviewee 5) 

As pointed out by a principal who had be.en sceptical of h·is staff 1 s 
sincerity in tc..king a resolution to dOlvn tools~ 'the ldds had effectively 
in any case taken the choice out of their hands. 1 (Interviewee 6) 
At one schoo·! with both a secondary and primary level, the ~·1hole staff~ 

bar one l·Jhi te teacher. dm·med too 1 s. The primary teachers rema.i ned 
with their classes but occupied tl1em in non-curricular activities. The 
latter had official repercussions about which the interviewee was 
reluctont to speak. (Interv·ie1•1ee 22) 
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It is not !rno~;n how niany teachers did in the end actually 1 do~m 

tools' but a 'random survey' of 50 Peninsula schools conducted by TAC 

suggested a figure of 727. A spokesperson for TAC also claimed that 
in the Athlone area alone more than 100 teachers had gone 'on strike' 

and another 40 at Roman Catl1olic schools who had 'struck' with the 
approval of their Church's hierarchy. (Argus 7.5.80~ 9.5.80) 

On Thursday, 8 May, fXa~tly a week after teachers in the 

Western Cape had decided on an indefinite downing of tools, they met 
again in Athlone and called it off. The previous week's resolution 

to down tools had apparently proved difficult to implen:ent and teachers 

a 11 eged vii despread vi ctimi sati on by pr·i nci pa 1 s and ·inspectors especi ci."l 1y 

at primary schools. TAC reported· that it had held a meeting with the 

Comm"i-l:tee of 81 and that "it had been felt that the teachers shou.ld be 

actively represented on the students' committee. The meetinsi also 

discussed a proposal thc!t a permanent teachers' union be formed. 
Afterwards, TAC issued a statement making the point that by having 

implemented the 'downing of tools' action for a week, teachers had 
emphasised their total rejection of racially constituted education. 
Further, quoting from th2 statement, 

'We have also demonstrated a unity of purpose b2t111een 
students and teachers. 

'We have therefore passed the following resolution that 
the downing of tools be suspended with immediate effect; 
that the Tea.chers' Action Committee and the COinmHtec of 
81 ... review the situation on a continuing basisi· and 
that a line of action be decided mutually between the 
teachers and the students as the need arises.' 
(Argus 9.5.80; Cape Times 12.5.80) 

12. 2 J.'eac!her's' Aeh:on Corrrrdttee 

The latter statement along with what was experienced as the 
arrogant behaviour of TAC's representatives towards representatives 
of the Committee: of 8"1 drev~ resentful criticism from stude:.'nts. It 

was felt that TAC had no right unilaterally to set itself up alongside 
the Committee of 81 as joint-contrn.11crs of the CO!ffSe of the-students' 

boycott. (Interviewee 35) Concerning what support TAC enjoyed amongst 
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teachers, in its infancy it carried, by associations the weight of 

the substantial number of teachers who had attended the above.mentioned 
mass meetings as well as of those others who were, or were believed to 
have been, represented by those who attended. But, although TAC was 

launched through those meetings, the meetings themselves reflected not 
organisation but merely an initiative made possible by the situation 

iri which teachers found themselves under intense pressure to take a 

public stand. To the extent that support for TAC was not thus in any 
case only apparent, much of it proved ephemeral. It has been seen 

that TAC had no rise, for it was launched from a point from which it 
could only fall. With its inception, TAC went into decline. It was 

incapable of projecting any clear image of itself and seemed to take 

no account of how threatened and conservative the vast majority of 

teachers were. As one teacher interviewed put it, 'TAC effectively 

writes off 75 to go% of teachers'. (Interviewee 13) Most teachers 
were frightened by T 11.C 1 s militant aura. Moreover, many, who were 

otherwise sympathetic to its stance, were alienated by TAC's insistence 

on total rejection of, and resignation from, the CTPA. Their experience 
of the latter organisation had been not only of an effective 

professional union, from which they had benefitted materially, 

but also of a high-profile body which for as long as it had been 
under Sonn's leadership had consistently articulated many of the very 

demands \·Jhich were then being made by the students on boycott. 

TAC also suffered from internal problems. Its leadership was 
criticised for being weak 1 theoretically 1 and generally indecisive. 
The degree to which the organisation functioned democratically was 

questioned and there were accusations of manipulation. Finally, there 
were a number of White teachers in TAC whose approach many of the other 
members :~egarded as prob1ematic. Not only did they tend to push 

themselves into the forefront and in the process smother some of the 
development of individuals and organisation which could have been 
occurring, but also~ perhaps because of a different background, they 
were insensitive to aspects of the approach adopted by the Black 
members. They were criticised, notably> for ignoring 1 the national 
question 1 in their zeal to intc-;rpr2t C-!Ve~-yth·ing in c10.ss tenw; and for 

disregarding how Black teachers employed by the OCR viEwed 'the CAD' 
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which controlled their lives and how they therefore viewed 

negotiating with the Department. The White faction in questior1 

favoured seeking confrontation and they saw negotiation as providing 
the pportunity to provoke it, while the Black teachers in TAC 

opposed negotiating with 1 CAD 1 on principle. Whatever the reasons, 

TAC was unable to generate more than minimal support. It did 

attempt to sustain teacher interest in the boycott and even recruit 

membership by holding lectures and workshops but~ although these were 
found to be worthwhile ~y the few who attended any of them, such 
activities could be no substitute for organisation. (Interviewees 
13, 29, 33, ~o, 41, 46, 57) 

· 12. 3 Cape TeacheY's' P1"ofessionaZ Association 

The only substantial teachers 1 organisation involved in the 

boycott was the CTPA and even H, with a membership at the time of 

circa 17 000, \vas regionally uneven in strength. The CTPA was 

strongest in the rural areas and weakest in the Peninsula's Southern 
Suburbs where it was hardly a consideration for either teachers or 

students. (Interviewees 5, 6, 41, 56, 64) What follows, is based 
primarily on an interview with the organisation's President, Sonn. 
The CTPA was 'in full agreement with the grievances' of the students 

and expressed its support for them publicly. It did not approve of 

the boycott as a strategy, however, 1 \~e never actively supported 
the boycott,' said Sonn. Yet nor did they as an organ·isation active·ly 

try to break it. On the one hand, t.he leadership was 1 feC1.rfu1' of 

having their actions interpreted as attempts to 'defuse the issue' and 
'normalise' the situation as quickly as possible. On the other hand, 
they were 'tremendously under pressure from parents and members who were 
saying our kids are going to die - blood's going to flow and you 
must stop H. ' Sann admitted frankly: 1

\1Je didn't know wh·ich way to 
turn.' And~ indeed, the CTPA's role in the boycott was an ambiguous 
one. Insofar as any coherent approach can be discerned, it would seem 
to have been directed towards, on the one side, protecting the students 
for as l~ng as their protest lasted, and on the other~ achieving a 
resolution to the boycott on terms as favourable to the students as 

·possible. In the latter regard, Sonn said~ 'We felt our role as teachers 

was to use the pressure the students placed en us to bargain for improvement, 

for reform- but the kind of reforms the Government cou1dn 1 t afford 
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to make'. To those ends, on the one hand, they used their influence 
(such as it was) among the students and 'spoke to church and 

community leaders', and, on the other, they engaged the Government 
in negotiation. {Interviewees 19s 56, 47 - all quotations from the 
latter interview) 

Going hack to the end of the boycott's third week, the CTPA 

had at that stage still taken no public step apart from their initial 

statement of support for the students' cause. In th~t period the 

leadership was holding out against tremendous pressures on the CTPA 

to call a mass meeting for teachers. The reason for their resistance 
was their fear that they might not be c::ble to retain their leadership 
under the emotional conditions prevailing, and, losing it to 'the 

mass', they would be dictated to by 'the mass'. Specifically, they 

feared a decision to strike not merely because it could jeopardise 

the organisation but they believed that it wou1d have been imrnoral 
to lead their members out on strike without the resources to support 
them and thefr families. Eventuq.lly they had to give -in to the press'.lre 
and cal1ed a meet·ing for Saturday, 3 May. It \IJaS held in Be.Iha:·., 

Cape Town, and attended by some 500 teachers who included representa­

tives of UTACA from all four provinces. Addressing the meeting, Senn 
pointed out that the Government had known for many years of the 

appalting conditions in Coloured schools and had been implored over 

and over to do something about them before the situation exploded. 

He told of his frequent visits to the corridors of power to deliver 
the warnings. Several of the delegates s~oke of how despondent they 
felt after these years of getting nowhere in their efforts. The 
meeting voted fcir full support of the students' boycott and passed a 
motion saying. ·'Teachers view with pride and admiration the discipline 
and manner whereby students have conducted themselves during the 
present crisis.' They called for the scrappiny of separate education 
systems and fo;' a 11 education to be pl aced under one department. They 
also demanded the release of all teachers, students and others in 
detention. None of these resolutions 1 calls and demands confronted, 
however, the central question which most had come to the meeting to 
have answered: What could they do? They felt they had to do something. 
Many persons <'rgued that they should join those \'Jho hDd dovm12:d tools. 
There was a heated debate on the question but the meeting went with the 
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leadership whicl1 took up an unequivocal stand against striking. 

The most that they could agree on was to 'review the role of the 

teacher in the boycott situation' according to the Government's 
response to the crisis. In the end, Sonn put to the meeting the 
possibility of going to see the Government. On the assumption that 

he had the Minister of Coloured Relations in mind, the idea received 

short shrift. When they understood that he meant the Prime Minister 
they considered it. The outcome was that if nobody less than the 

Prime Minister was to be seen then they should go. Sonn asked the 

meeting what they wanted them to ask of Botha. He was told : 
Just go and see him - tell him we can't take it any more and he must 

now do something. Reflecting on the meeting in retrospect Sonn 
explained, :we took that decision just for wanting to do something. 1 

(Interviewee 47; Argus 3.5.80; Herald 10.5.80) 

12. 4 'l'eachers 1 League of Sou"l:}z Afr·foa 

The only other orgard sed tendency amon9st teachers at schools 

under the OCR in the Peninsula was the Teachers League of South 

Africa (TLSA), a remnant of the Non-European Unity Movement (NEUM). 

The local pun portrays it as a 'left-over' in reference to what is widely 
regarded as the latter {'1ate') organisations' 'ultra-1eftist' 

leanings. The only sign of organisational life which the TLSA 
exposed to the public was its official organ~ The Educational Journal. 
Teachers associated with this tendency restricted their intervention 
in the boycott to using what influence they had amongst students to 
persuade them of the folly of their actions. Their impact was slight 
- if th(lt is not tc over:-state it - since even in tt1eir traditiona·1 
bastions at Harold Cressy, Livingstone, South Peninsula and Trafalger 
Senior Secondary Schools the authoritative influence which they had 
once wielded, was almost entirely eroded. (Interviewees 5. 21, 27, 
58, 35! 61) A L·ivingstone st11dent inh::viev.fed, spoke of the 1 Unity 
Movement 1 as havfr;g conic: to be 1 hated 1

• (Interviewee 27) According 
to a Harald Cressy student ' A great proportion of the school had 
a1ready rejected the lvhole TLSA-Unity Movement scene. In 1980, they 
felt that these elements were again trying to manipulate them and this 
they didn't like, 'The Urdt_y-type te.:t<.::hHs reol'ly tr·ied to pu'.:;h the-it· 
position in persuading the students to go back to classes. Basically 
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the argument was that the time wasn't ripe for this kind of action.' 

She went on to recount how these teachers had accused them of being 
1 adventurist 1 and of simply 'misunderstanding our role'. (Interviewee 

21) Apart from a few - at best sceptical and for the rest sarcastic 

- passing references to the boycott, The Educational Journal barely 

mentioned it while it was in progress. Towards the end of the yea.r 

_an editorial pronounced that while 'teachers, pupils and parents 

have a fundamental r6le to play, ... that r61e can have meaning and 

effect ... only if the battle in education is recognised and prose­

cuted as part of the war upon oppression and exploitation in South 

Africa' - as if that had not been a central point made consistently 

by almost all involved in the boycott. The same editorial contained 

a scathing attack on teachers who had been supportive of the boycott. 

Thus, 

'The fairweather type, who only by sudden revolts that 
must occur ·in a. sys tei11 in a state of permanent cr·i sis, 
is propelled -into sudden activity) only to s·ink into 
political deep-freeze when the conflict coo1s, is of 
little use in the struggle. Overcome by euphoria and 
ecstasy at the prospect of relief from a manifestly 
hard job, Iris dramatic urge to 11 down too·1s 11 is matched 
by the equally histrionicd·isp1ay of instant vrisdom as 
to what is to be done. The short cuts to liberation 
become the stock--in-tra.de of these pol it-ica1 hucksters 
who ought to do their political homework regularly, 
working year in and year out with the poeple 1 s organi­
sations, overhauling ideas and awakening in pupils the 
enthusiasm for learning and for learning how to change 
society.' (Educational Journal Lll (3, Oct - Nov 1980)3) 

What follows is an attempt to record the gist of· the TLSA!s 

view of the boycott based on an interview of a senior teacher who 
has long been associated with the tendency in question. The TLSA 
saw the students' boycott as having been an orchestrn.ted <:it.tempt 
by the ANC, or liberals fronting for the ANC, to use what was a 

real and critical problem for the oppressed co~nunity ~ viz 

education - to let down a backdrop against which other political 
. activity could be staged. According to the TLSA view, what lay 

behind involving the youth in this struggle was a belief that the 
ruling class' moral sense would be aroused and the Government -
shamed by having the errors of its ways exposed by persons so 
young - would grant the concessions sought by the students and 
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even accede to the more fundamental political demands which were 

being promoted at the time. As supposed vindication of their 

interpretation they cited the Golden Acre demonstration as a blatant 

attempt to take the struggle into the soul of the White system and 

thereby to shame or shock the rulers into change. The latter re­

flected an approach which was not only 'moralistic' and 'sentimental', 

as opposed to properly political, but also 1 racialistic' insofar as 

it had 'prescribed the destruction of property' which was identified 

in terms of being owned by people of a part-icular colour. Also 

manipulating the students in 1980 was the Church, according to the 

TLSA. The Church established an 'in' v.rith the students by inter aZ-1.:a~ 

providing them with sa.nctuaries for their meetings \'Jhile they were 

prohibited from meeting. This encouraged them to take the clergy 

into their confidence. It was thus no coincidence that many of the 

views expressed by the Committee of 81 were those of 'political 

crusaders in the religious sense'. The st11dents regarded themselves 

as having a mission that was 'blessed by the supervening almighties'. 

This was indicated by the frequent references~ which there allegedly 
were at student meetings, to how the powers above would help students 

reckon with the police and paramilitary forces deployed against them. 

(Interviewee 10) 

Needless to say, such 'insights' made minimal impression on any­

body seated in other than the TLSA 1 s own pews, least of all the 

students. To the extent that teachers associated with the Tl.Sf\ 

tendency played any role in relation to the boycott~ however, it 
was a negative one. (Interviewees 5, 21, 27, 40, 58) According to 
a student leader interviewed, 'They betrayed the struggle b~th by 

not providing the sort of leadership which could have been expected 
of them and by not providing the resources which they could easily 

have provided. '(Interviewee 35) 

The only organised body of teachers to have, by the end of the 

fourth 0eek, publicly expressed outright opposition to a continuation 
of the boycott was the Lenasia branch of the 1eachers' Association of 
South Africa. In a statement issued after a meeting held on 7 May 

the organisation said, 

1 We are sympathetic towards the demonstrating students' 
cause. We condemn separate systems of education. 
However, we believe the students have made thCtr point 
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to the Government and the public and should go back to 
school. The students should ignore all support for 
the continirntion Qf the boycott. ~le would like other 
community leaders to jo·in our call to end the boycott. 1 

(Argus 8.5.80) 

13 The fifth week : an ultimatum 

_ 13. ·1 Department of Education and Trm>zing students in Cape Town j01'.n 

The fifth week of the boycott sa1v students at the African senior 

secondary schools of Langa, I.D. Mkize and Sizamile ,join Fezeka students 

who had already been boycotting classes for two weeks. They also 

elected their own body, known as the Regional Committee, to represent 
African students in the Western Cape independently of the Committee 
of 81. 

13. 2 'Mam:festo To The People of A.zania' 

Wednesday, 14 May, was the date set by the Committee of 81 for 
the provisional suspension of the boycott although c·lasses Here to be 

resumed only the following Monday. The Committee of 81 issued a major 
document dated 14 May 1980 and entitled 'Manifesto To The People of 
Azania' which. inter alia, spelt out the terms of the students• 

ultimatum to the Government. They were that if the Government had not 
by 6 June made a 'definitive po.licy statement' giving a 1 fitm 

commitment' to meet the students' demands~ they would reconsider 

their suspension of the boycott and further call upon their parents 

to support them in their struggle for a •non-racial, non-exploitative 
society•, The demands themselves will be deait with in detail below. 
(Argus 14.5.80, 20.5.80; Cape Times 15.5.80; Herald 17.5.80; 
Intergroup 3 (June 1980) 3; Document 33) 

Amongst the rest of the Manifesto 1 s contents was a stat~nent 
in which the Committee of 31 told students, inter aZia, not to 
'feel intimidated when going back 1 to class. 
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1 Do not allow teachers or principals or the police to 
victimise any one of us. We must stand united. We 
are involved in active struggle for our freedom. 1 

1 We must demand an End to the teacher being the most 
important person in the classroom. We must challenge 
what our distorted textbooks say. We must go back to 
classes with a new outlook on life. Our attitudes must 
change. We must stand together as one student mass.' 

Under a sub-heading, 11Jnity 1
, the Manifesto declared: 

1 We are like the five fingers of the hand formed into a 
solid fist. United, we can smash the exploitative and 
oppressive system of this country. Divided we cannot 
achieve anything. Thus, all students must return 
together, work together for 3 weeks of 11 normality 11 

and pursue a common line of action after the 3 weeks. 1 

The remainder of this statement warrants quotation in full 

'UNIFIED OPPRESSED 

The boycott has deliberately been made a. coloured issue hy 
the ruling-class newspapers and SATV. To attempt to solve 
the problems of CAD education is not enough. The commHtee 
of 81 has schools which fall under Bantu Affairs, Coloured 
Affairs and Indian Affairs. Why has the government 
promised to solve the inequalities in CAD education oniy? 
What is divide-and-rule tactics? 
1 DEMOCRACY 

The Committee of 81 has been representing studer.ts 
primarily from the Western Cape and some platteland 
dorpies. However, the Committee must not decide what 
to do next. We, as students shculd decide in our meetings 
at schools and our representatives must then go to.the 
Committee of 81 meeting and give the reasons for us making 
a certain decision. We must have more MASS DEMOCRACY.· 
'THE STATE AND COMPANY 

The suspension of the boycott has been decided upon by the 
students at all schools represented by the Committee of 
81. We have not made our decision in response to PW 
(Piet Wapen Botha) nor because creepy crawly Senn saw 
and negotiated with the regime against the wishes of the 
boycotting students. 

'Finally, with the same dedication, organisation and willing­
ness to sacrifice shewn during the boycott, must we tackle 
and implement the new strategy. The dawn of a new social 



200 

order, a more just, humane and harmonious society is 
in sight. Together we must fight for it. The students 
boycotting classes cannot achieve it. We can only act as 
the initiators and hope the vvay WE have shown \-Ji 11 be 
taken up by the workers. 1 (Document 33, page 2) 

13. 3 In the rest of the country, fol' -!;he rest of the term 

Outside of the Western Cape, the boycott drHted on unevenly 
for the rest of the second term. In the fifth week, it was reported 
that in the Eastern Cape only a few students at two Coloured senior 
secondary schools, Bethelsdorp and Uitenhague, were st-ill boycotting 
classes. On the Witwatersrand, the boycott was in disarray as many 
Coloured students stayed out of class and many returned. At the 
same time, the boycott was still gathering momentum amongst African 
students. In Grahamstm·m, another African secondary schoo 1 , Andrew 
Moyake~ jofoed the boycott. It was joined in the sixth week by 
four ,A.frican primary schools in Port Elizabeth. For two days African 
students i~ Bloemfontein staged mass street demonstrations during 
which they stoned busses, police vehic"!es and th.ose of the Admin­
istration Board. African students at the University of the North, 
Turfloop~ joined the protest with a sit-in. By the first week of 
June - the eighth week of the boycott - it was being reported that 
students were boycotting class at 26 African and Coloured schools, 
including 14 secondary schools, in the OFS. In the Eastern Cape 
class boycotts were continuing at approximately 51 educational 
institutions, including 37 African schools, in Port Elizabeth and 
towns in the area, and a number of Coloured schools and two Coloured 
training colleges in Port Elizabeth and Uitenhague. It was reported 
at the same time that on the Witwatersrand many Coloured and Indian 
schools were virtually deserted as the class boycott turned into 
a stayaway from school. There was, however, widespread boredom 
apparent and many students were looking for jobs, if they were not 
already in emp.loyment. At the end of the eighth week, students at 
Eldorado Park, Kliptown, Bosmont and Noordgezicht Senior Secondary 
Schools decided to return to classes the next Monday. The ninth week 
saw a Coloured senior secondary school "in Kimberley resume the· class 
boycott v~hile it contined at 45 Coloured and African Schools and 
colleges in the Eastern Cape. An important development in the latter 
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region was the formation of a body to unite students and bring about 
non-violent social and political changes, the Committee of 41. This 
Committee cornpi1ed its own set of demands for submission to the 
education authorities and thenceforth regulo.ted the boycott in the 
Eastern Cape. (Argus 12.5.80, 24.5.80, 4.6.30, 5.6.80, 6.6.80, 
10.6.80, 13.6.80; Cape Times 22.5.80; Intergroup 3 (June 1980) 3 - 4) 

14 The sixth week: the boycott goes on 

14. 1 Suspension and i•esumption 

Returning to the Cape Peninsula, on Monday, 19 May, students did 
their best to resume 'normal 1 classes with a certain amount of time 
supposed to be set aside each day for 'relevant education•. At one 
senior secondary school, no less than half of the normal curriculum 
was to have been devoted to an awareness programme which students 
would conduct. 

However, also on 19 May, the University of Fort Hare was closed 
down and its 2800 students ordered off the campus. Two days later, 
the Comrni ttee of 81 decided to resume the boycott in accordance v.rith 

an earlier decision to do so should any educational institution be 
victimised. The Committee of 8l 1 s demand was simply that Fort Hare 
be immediately re-opened and a 11 students re-·i ristated unconditionally. 
J\dditional issues involved in the boycott's resumption were the 
sacking of striking meat workers, the violent response of the auth­
orities in K\'iamashu to the boycott, the mass arrest of 153 African 
students in Grahamstown and a recent increase in bus fares in Cape 
Town. In-a press statement, the students said that their resumption 
of the boycott would finally 'explode the myth 1 that ColourL~d~ Indian 
and African students were not united in their rejection of the system 
of 'inferior, racist education~. 

Eatlier in the day on which the Committee took this decision, 
several schoo1s had already resumed the boycott unilaterally. Th(~y 

included Elsies River, Elswood, Valhalla, Florida, Bellville South 
and Rylands Senior Secondary Schools. At other schcols, the issue 
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was being discussed, while at Salt River Senior Secondary students 

staged a march during interval to protest against victimisation of 

students at the school. There was a mass resumption of the boycott 

in the Peninsula on Thursday, 22 May, and students at U\4C held a 

'Day of Solidarity' with Fort Hare students. 

__ 14. 2 Demonstration tri.rough co1l?1Tiercial a:nd financial, disruption 

It was at the end of this sixth week of the boycott that 

students staged their demonstration through commercial and financial 

disruption at the Golden Acre Centre and at several other large 
shops as well as banks in Cape Town's White suburbs. (Argus 19.5.BO, 
21.5.80, 22.5.80, 24.5.80; Cape Times 22.5.80; Grassroots, May/June. 

1980; Intergroup 3 (June 1930)3) 

In the course of the boycott no other action under the formal 
auspices of the Committee of 81 was undertaken amidst as much controversy 

or evoked more criticism. Those on the Committee, who favoured a more 
confrontationist approach, had not been satisfied by the mini-rallies 
s"ince they had been confined to particular campuses - as, of course, 

they had been intended to be. They were, therefore~ pushing for more 
'drastic action' and proposing specifically a march on the city centre 
such as had been undertaken in 1976. With the majority still opposed 
to a confrontationist approach, the demonstration through commercial 
and financial disruption emerged as a compromise proposal. That the 
proposal was even conside~ed, was an indication of how influential the 
faction putting it forward had become within the leadership of the 
Committee of 81, given the extent of the opposition it faced outside 
the Committee itself. This is not to deny that there were many students 
who did feel that they should have been doing something 'more active' 

than they had been. 

Members of the Committee had been in consultation on the matter 
with the Western Province General Workers' Union (WPGWU) which repre­
sented the striking meat workers in support of whom the demonstration 
was primarily intended to have been. The Union strongly opposed the 
plan. Of the students to whom the idea had been put for consideration, 
many had opposed it. Jl..pparentl.v' for examp 1 e' scme Bm.~ of lH~C: studE!nts 
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had expressed their opposition to the proposal. Apart from vague 
rumours during the week~ the first many students heard formally about 

the plan was the day before it was to be executed when they received 

instructions as to where they were to go, what they were to do, and 
that they were to use no violence. For many students, these instruc­

tions brought to a head the issue of whether, if the majority makes 
a decision, everybody is bound to abide by it. The overwhelming feeling 

·at one school where the question was debated, was that they were not so 

bound. The same school was split four ways on the matter: there were 

those who wanted to participate collectively as a school, those who 

wanted to participate even if as individuals~ those who felt bound 
by the majority decision of their representative orgati-isation to 

participate even if as individuals they disagreed with the tactic, 
and those who were opposed to participation in the demonstration 
altogether. As it happened only some 25 out of that school's approxi­

mately 750 students did, in fact, participate. 

The main ta.rget for the ·demonstrations of commercia·1 and financial 

disruption was Cape Tow:i's c2ntral business district. On Saturday 
morning, 24 May, an estimated 3000 students who had made their way to 
the city centre in groups gathered in the concourse of the Golden Acre. 

First, they entered the basement of the OK where they started to 
disrupt business by, inter al-fo pulling goods from shelves, loading 
up trolleys, forming long queues at the tills and being unu.b1e to pay 
when the goods had been rung up by the cashiers. From there, the 
students moved rut into Jldder ley Street but were unab 1 e to enter other 

department stores since they had already locked their doors. More 
shops shut their doors as the demonstrators marched along Strand Streets 
up Loop Street, and back towards Adderley Street along Castle Street. 
The students sang and chanted slogans as they went. By the time they 
got back to the Golden Acre~ the riot police had arrived. Undeterred, 
the students poured along all levels of the Golden Acre disrupting 
business where they could. The police moved in on about 100 students 
who had entered Clicks. The demonstrators fled, jumping over counters 
to escape. Their next move was to stage a sit-in in the concourse of 
the Golden Acre. They were instructed by the police to disperse. The 
students responded with jeers and refused to move. The police then 
instructed all those not involved in the demonstration to leave the 
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concourse and warned the students that, if they did not disperse of 
their own accord, they would be dispersed 'with for~e'. After most 

of the onlookers had been cleared away, riot police~ wearing gas masks 

and bearing batons, charged the demonstrators from the Adderley Street 

entrance. The students dispersed in disarray before the batons and 

teargas cf the police. Many were screaming in panic, pain or both; 
some fainted; others were overcome by vomiting. In their desperation 

-·to get away from the police~ some jumped five metres down over a wall. 

The concourse was littered with broken spectacles. Some of the students 

\~ere caught by the police, arrested and taken away "in police vans which 

had been used to block Adderley Street. Police cordoned off the area 

and refused to allow people in. For a period the whole Golden Acre 
complex, as well as the OK, were closed. So ended the demonstration 

in the city. 

Similar demonstrations were held at the Claremont branch of the 

OK, Kenilworth Centre, the Blue Route Centre and the Parow branch of 
the Grand Bazaars as we 11 as fo Paarl' s Pi ck 'n Pay. In the supermarkets, 
the students were supposed to concentrate on the meat and other perishable 

goods. Another target for the demonstrations that day were banks in order 

to cause disruption to the financial world. There, students created 

chaos by, for instance, forming long queues, opening accounts only to 

deposit some minimal amount like 5 cents, then queuing up afresh to 

request the interest on the sum just deposited or alternatively to 
close the account again. Apart from a march in Voortrekker Road, 
Be1lville, wh.ich was broken up by a police baton charge, the students 
demonstrating at the other points dispersed when confronted by the 
police and there were no other reported cases of the police resorting 

to violence. 

The students' demonstrations of commercial and financial disruption 

came under critical f1re from every qu'arter including their ovm ranks. 
Through this attion, not only did students start losing support they 
had been getting from parents and the community in general but even 
the meat workers to whose struggle the demonstrations were specifically 
intended to contribute, lost support as a result of it. According to 
the assessment of their Union, the disruption demonstrations were bad 
publicity in the sense that the students were widely regarded as 
having bee11 irresponsible in undertaking them and the workers were 
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tarred with the same brush. At that point, the boycott of red meat, 
which had been in progress, went into decline. In turn, the students' 
struggle lost a degree of worker support. Almost all the students 
interviewed had severe reservations about the demonstrations. A 
common view was that they had not gone as intended especially in the 
city itself. It had been planned as a more controlled action but not 
all who participated kept to the plans in a disciplined way. Had 

- they done so, the police would not have had the same excuse to react 
violently and the demonstration would have been more effective. 
There was also the feeling that for many the demonstrations had an 
almost mischievous content. Some went with the idea, for examples 
that 1 if they could steal a bit of sausage for Mom, well) so much 
the better, they 1 d steal it. 1 This sort of attitude was felt to be 
inappropriate to the seriousness of what was at issue. One student 
interviewed, who had participated, had not felt •quite right' 
behaving in the way the demonstration had required of her. Her view 
was that it was all well and good for students to get a kick out of 
getting their own back at the shops and 'the syst~n· but that they 
had not appreciated the seriousness of their decision to embark on 
collective action of this sort, particularly as the repercussions 
could have been still a great deal more drastic than they were. The 
demonstrators had not been prepared for the confrontation which could 
have ensued nor did the leadership have contingency plans. Not all 
student reaction was negative, however. One girl interviewed, who 
had wanted to participate but been prevented from doing so by a part­
time job she had on Saturday mornings, clearly respected the courage 
of those who had demonstrated, the more so as they had gone into it 
knO\·Ji ng that they wou 1 d get into trouble, be confronted by the police, 
and possibly be beaten up or even arrested. Another student inter-
viewed pointed out that on the positive side the disruption demonstrations 
had helped to regenerate interest in the boycott. As she explained, 
1 they caused quite cl bit of excitement because they were something 
new - it was not sitting on the floor listening to a lecture, sitting 
cramped in a hall looking at a movie; it was actually getting out of 
the school grounds and do·ing something. (Intervie\.vees 3, 7, 8, 18, 21, 

32, 35, 38, 40, 48, 58; Argus 24.5.80; Grassroots, May/June 1980) 
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15. 1 Strike by meat workers and the '1?ed meat' boycott 

The demonstrations of economic disruption were not the students• 

sole attempt to show their active support for the workers 1 and 
community struggles with which their boycott overlapped ... just the 

least appreciated. The struggle with which the latter demonstrations 

were specifically connected, surfaced in the community at large on 

Monday, 19 May - start of the boycott 1 s sixth week - when some 800 

Cape Town meat workers belonging to the \~PGWU came out in an fodustry­

wide strike in support of their fellows at Table Bay Cold Storage who 

had been dismissed after refusing to work until management agreed to 
recognise an unregistered, democratically elected, non-racial workers 

committee. ( WPGWU, 1980a) 

The meat workers called on the community for support by way of~ 

firstly, financial assistance to cover 'relief pay' 'so that the meat 
bosses could not starve them back to work in submission. 1 (WPGWU, 1980c: 

79,83) Secondly, they called for a 'boycott of ALL red meats including 

polonies, sausage, mince, chops, steaks, bacon, processed meats (tins), 

take-away foods, etc.' (Document 64) They ca1led~ thirdly~ for 
'discouragement of scab labour in the meat firms'. (WPGWU, 1980a: 82) 

A pamphlet of unknown origi11, dated 23 May) suggested that students do 

the follo\'1ing: 

. ' (a.) Set up a 11 boyc()tt fund 11 for the \i-!Orkers. 

(b) Assist in distribution of pamphletss stickers 
and to act as lines of communications. 

(c) To use their regional structures ta inform their 
parents of their campaign. 

(d) Form a students committee to co--ordinate the 
student phase.' (Document 62) 

The Union emphasised publicly that the workers would lead the struggle 
and that all support had to be sanctioned by the committee which, 
compr1s1ng scattered representatives of various community org2nisations, 
the University of Cape Town, the University of the t~estern Cape, regional 

student committees, and other unions~ and chaired by a WPGWU appointee, 
was formed in the second week of the strike to orgariise community support. 
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Support from Cape Town's Black community was 'spontaneous and 

extensive, even crossing class lines'. (WPGWU, 1980a: 82) A WPGWU 
organiser, who was interviewed, acknowledged that such support had 

made a critical contribution to the meat workers' struggle. 

(Interviewee 18) Much of the committee support came directly from 
students and,,much of what did not, the students nonetheless played an 

important part in generating. According to the same Union organiser, 

students started coming forward keen to help almost immediately. The 

Committee of 81 as well as ad hoc groups of students approached the 

Union to find out more specifically what they could do to help. 

(Interviewee 18) In an account and assessment of the strike by the 

Union, it is noted that 

'students clearly saw in the meat strike an opportunity 
for showing concretely their genuine sympathy with the 
workers' struggle and an opportunity for extending the 
parameters of their struggle beyond the classro6m. 
They took upon themselves responsibility for carrying 
the meat issue to their communities. 1 (WPGWU, 1980b: 62) 

The organiser, who was interviewed, stated that the students, being 
on boycott themselves, were in an almost unique position to mobilise 

community support.' (Interviewee 18) The Union's above cited 

article points out that ... 

1 there was considerable general support in the Black 
community for the activities of the students and they v.iere 
thus easily able to take the meat strike issue to their 
parents in the comnunity. Moreover, the vast majority 
of the parents are~ of course. workers themselves, so 
it is easy to imagine the tremendous mobilising power 
enjoyed by the alliance of students and actively 
struggling v1orkers. 1 (WPGv,JU, 1980b: 62) 

A total of over-RlOOOQOWas collected by the community in aid of the 

meat workers and impressionistically students did if. anything more than 
their 'fair share' of fundraising. (WPGWU,1980b: 63; Interviewees 32, 

54,58,61) Student bodies were amonst many community organisations to 
have endorsed the red me.at boycott called formally on 21 May. 
(WPGWU, 1980a: 82) According to a WPGWU Memorandum of 4 June 1980, 
'The call was rapidly taken up in ... the Western Cape, being spread 
by the student/pupil organisations and by community meetings throughout 
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the area.' (WPGWU, 1980c: 80) One way in which students helped 

bring the community into the meat boycott ivas through simply speaking 

to their parents (Interviewee 5~) although, according to a student 

interviewed, 'A 1ot of kids didn't want to cause family hassles by 

really telling their parents : We are NOT going to eat that meat 

you're buying.' 'But,' she added, 'eventually it did catch on.' 

(Interviewee 58) In some areas students went from door to door 

-explaining why the meat workers were on strike and why it was 

important to support the meat boycott. (Interviewee 18) Students 
played a big part in the distribution of supportive pamphlets. 

(Interviewees 54,61) According to one student interviewee, 'The 

school press was at our disposal which is why we could roll off a 

lot and, -via newsletters to parents, etcetera, we got the word going.' 

(Interviewee 58) Some students, specifically in the African townships, 

attempted over a certain period to enforce the red meat boycott by 

searching the bags and parcels of people entering the townships and 
throwing away any red meat found, with maximised embarrassment to the 
culprit. (Interviev1ees 32,61) Finally, according to the Union 

organiser interviewed, the meetirigs which students arranged, with the 
primary purpose of reporting to parents on their ovm boycott, 

provided a valuable channel into the community. Many such meetings 

~ere addressed by meat workers and Union organisers. (Interviewees 18, 

61) According to the WPGWU, its 'officials were attending upwards of 

six different meetings each evenong.' (WPGWUs 1908b: 61) 

As already indicated in the context of the demonstrations of 
economic disruption, relations between students and the WPGWU.were 
not unproblematic. The Union leadership had a number of criticisms 
of the students' approach and practice. First of all, students were 
found to be 'in general very activist ·· ready to jump into anyth1~ng 
just in order to do something, but often without due consideration.' 
(Interviewee 18) Students were criticised further for generally 
lacking a sense of accountabiiity and failing to appreciate that the 
organisers had to be directly accountable to the Union 1 s members and 
specifically to the meat workers. Union officials were not prepared 
to act without a democratic mandate from the striking workers and, 
because of the time consumed in obtaining such mandates~ sor.1e students 
allegedly criticised them for 'holding things back'. (Interviewee JB) 
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The WPGWU was particularly concerned that the strike not be supported 

from outside itself in ways wh·ich might interfere with the course of 

the strike or perhaps even jeopardise the Union. It was anxious about 

the possible repercussions of actions such as the demonstrations of 

economic disruption which were organised in support cf the meat 

workers albeit by others operating entirely autonomously. The risk 

was increased, in the Union's view, by what they considered to be the 

student leadership's inability to control what they initiated - 1 this 

lack of discipline was potentially a threat to the whole organisation 

of the strike as vtell as the supportive boycott'. (Interviewee 18) 

In rationalising the extent to which the Union had attempted to 

direct autocratically the ways in which the community supported the 

strike, they wrote as follows 

'We were unquestionably influenced by a, probably 
justifiable, nervousness with respect to the fringe 
element of the students, particularly with regard 
to the pi·ospect of being lumped with responsibility 
for acts perpetrated in our name by people who were 
responsible to n1=ither the union nor the community. 
In the event~ our caution was probably excessive, 
but it unquestionably influenced the degree of 
autonomy that we were prepared to extend to the 
community. ' (i·JPGWJ, l 980b: 69) 

Still in the context of the same explanation, there was clearly 

apparent a significant, though understandable, difference in strategy 

between the Union and the students over what the former characterised 
as the latter's perception of 'the undying necessity ... for consistently 

extending their struggle' (WPGWU> 1980b: 62) - something which the 
student leadership did indeed regard as central to the very point of 

the schools boycott. For the Union, 'the int2nse political turmoil 
and the high level of popular organisation in Cape Town' (WPGWU, 1980b:61) 

at the time of the meat \'JOrkers' strike posed a contradictory situation. 
On the one hand, it not only resulted in the meat workers enjoying 
immense popular support but it was pr~cisely the struggles of the 
students and other ~ections of the Black community that made it possible 

at all to extend the meat workers' issue into the communHy. 

'On the other hand, the popular turmoil made the meat 
issue potentially highly explosive with respect to the 
state. The tendency arnongs.t some sections of the 
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students to always want to extend an issue beyond 
its own immediate confines and link it up to a11 
other manifestatio~s of oppression under apartheid 
also posed a severe problem for us. In calling 
for community support, the union was treading a 
very narrow ·1 i ne. ~Je had to increase the pressure 
being brought against the meat bosses, especially 
once the state hegan intervening; hence the 
BROADENING of the struggle to include the community. 
But we had also simultaneously to keep the focus of 
the ISSUE CONFINED to a demand for democratically 
elected non-racial workers' committees in the meat 
firms. If this demand was to be attained it had 
to be disentangled from other, perhaps more long 
range, issues.' (WPGi~u, 1980b: 69) 

For the students - encumbents of a very difficult social place and 

embroiled in a struggle of a very different nature - if anything 

worthwhile was to be attained, the entanglement of their specifically 

educational demands with 'more long range issues' had to be especially 
exposed. 

The last of the Union's criticisms of the students to be 

mentioned here was levelled against what the official interviewed 
characterised as having been their 'arrogance in telling workers 
what they should do in place of consulting togetherand deciding together 

on a course of action. 1 The interviewee pointed out thdt in 1976 

workers had felt that their economic muscle had been used by students 

without their having been properly consulted. It was al)eged that in 
1980 workers had felt that, although the students had made a real 
contribution to their struggle this time and although they seemed 
initially committed not to repeat the same mistakes, they had again 
begun unilaterally demanding support from workers. In response to 
counter-criticism from students and others in the community who had 
supported the meat workers, the Union subsequently acknowledged that 
it had itself been arrogant in having taken up - in what they considered 
to be the interests of maintaining meat worker leadership over all 
aspects of the meat strike - 'an authoritarian position with respect 
to the rest of the community' by dictating to it~ principal"ly through 
its domination and d"irection of the support committee, what forms 

support for the meat workers had to ta.ke, (WPGHU, 1980b: 68; 
Interviewee 18) The Union's admission in this respect read as follows: 
'We did not recognise suffici~ntly clearly that wor~ers' leadership 
was probably enhanced, rather than retarded, if we, the workers 
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organisation, cooperated democratically with respect to our allies in 

the community. 1 (WPGvJU, 1980b: 68) The Union admHted further that 

it had made •a serious error• in having at no stage attempted to 

reciprocate the support which they were receiving from the students 

and other sec ti ans of the community. (WPGWU 1930b: 69) 

15.2 The bus boyco{t 

The other major struggle, in which the students involved themselves 

in the course of their class boycott, was the boycott of City Tramways• 

busses which began on 2 June as an attempt to resist the increase in 
fares that had come into effect in April. (Interviewee 61; Document 

57; Grassroots May/June 1980) According to a community worker, 
Rommel Rober-ts, who was a high-profile figure in the organisation of 
the bus boycott, students played a pivotal role in it. The students 

were represented on the Bus Action Committee, which coordinated the 
bus boycott, by appointees of the Committee of 81. In Roberts 1 

vi e;,.-1, 

the Bus Action Co~nittee managed to organise the effective area-groups 

and street committees which it did, largely as a result of stude?its, 
themselves on boycott, having been thus available to do the necessary 
1 leg-work 1

• The latter was meant literally for it involved many 
students in walking from home to home explaining the bus boycott and 
setting up such organisational structures a.s they could. They also 
helped in the arrangement of lift clubs. (Interviewee 44) Furthermore, 
'students would walk with parents to the train stations and they would 
fetch parents from the train stations. This happened on a wide scale 
and had the effect of bringing a closer unity between students and 

parents than had been achieved in the school boycott. 1 (Roberts.;in 
Hare, 1982: chapter 6, page 10) As well as helping to pamphleteer 
in support of the bus boycott, students mobilised support for it in 
their own homes and schools, at bus stops and terminuses. Sometimes 
they jumped on to buses and tried to persuade any who might have been 

riding to join the boycott. "Sometimes people were made to get off -
it was nasty for them but it worked. 1 (Interviewee 58) Particularly 
as support for the boy~ott began to wane in many areas, some students 
attempted to enforce its co~tinuation by coercive means which principally 

involved the sporadic stoning of buses. (Interviewees 32s 44) 61) 

Such actions v;ere bound to generate resentment, and even antagonism, 
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towards the students. 'Whereas at first peop1e were doing things 

willingly out of conviction, now they were doing them out of fear.' 

(Roberts,in Hare, 1982: chapter 6, page 12) According to the WPGWU 

organiser interviewed, 'there came a point in the bus boycott when 
workers felt that there was no point in continuing it and the only 

reason they couldn't start catching the buses again was fear of 
retribution, organised and carried out by the students.' (Interviewee 18) 

Having described what appear to have been the essentials of the 

part played by students "in support of the meat workers' strike and the 

bus boycott, it remains to summarise the ways in which those two struggles 

were significant for the students' boycott. The issues with wlri ch they 
confronted the community and the action for which they called, contri­

buted to sustaining students' interest and thereby the class boycott 
itself. The meat and bus struggles were in a practical sense part of 

the alternative education to which students exposed themselves. The 

meat boycott, in particular, provided a certain substance to the notion 

of the centrality and primacy of the workers' struggle \'1hich, while 

incessantly stressed by the student leadership, was rather remote from 

students' experience. Students had the opportunity not only to extend 

their own struggle beyond the scho6ls but to make a concrete 

contribution to the workers' and the wider struggle. 

(Interviewees 32, 38~ 61) 

16 The authorities vexed 

16 .1 Dregs from the cup of 'concil.iation' 

Up to the end.of the sixth week, the authorities would seem to 
have still been following a limited laissez faire, if not an openly 
conciliatory, approach. It would seem that the only place where 
students suffered tough action during the fourth, fifth and sixth 
weeks was at Fort Hare where police did intervene with force. On 
Monday, 19 May, the university was closed indefinite1y and its 2800 
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students ordered off the campus. Even towards the end of the sixth 

week the Minister of Coloured Relations made known his willingness 

to discuss with representatives of the students. He said he had 

heard of all kinds of conditions and demands but none had reached 

the Government. The authorities could not react only to Press 
statements and pamphlets; there could not be negotiations without 

negotiators. Steyn also made public that the announcement of the 
names of those to be members of the new all-nominated CPC was baing 
delayed. Although he dismissed suggestions that 'coloured leaders' 

were now reluctant to serve because of feelings in their communities, 

he admitted that the delay was because of the situation in the 

Coloured schools. (Argus 22.5.80; Intergroup 3 (June 1980)3) 

The only further high-level moves to appear conciliatory came 

a fortnight later, during the boycott's eighth v1eek. Speaking to a 

conference of the Eastern Cape Relations Committees, Steyn admitted 

that there were solid grounds for pupil dissatisfaction. He and 

Kempen, chief director of the OCR, said the Government v1as moving 

as fast as it could towards the equalisation of education. At the 

same time, Steyn re-emphasised his belief that agitators v;ere using 
the schoo lchi 1 dren in stirring the continuous boycotts. (Argus 3. 6 .80) 

Then, on 6 June, the OCR announced a five-year plan to upgrade 
Coloured Education. The proposals included: a doubling, in 1981, of 
the existing R28 mtllion budget for building new schooli; an ·additional 
R2,6 million to improve teachers' qualifications through bursaries 

and other opportunities; doing away, by January, 1981, with the 
backlog in the provision of textbooks; new ·schools would in future 
be provided with halls and sports facilities; under an agreement 
with the Department of Public Works all schools would be renovated 
and painted every five years; and the minimum qualification required 

for teacher training would henceforth be a matriculation. 

(Argus 7.6.80) 

16.2 Principals summoned once more 

-----16. 2. 1 :crisis of authority' 

At the end of the boycott 1 s sixth week, al though there \11ere 
still s·igns of the attempt to be mildly conciliatory, a ch<ti'acteristicany 
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much harsher attitude began to re-emerge. This became apparent when 

the heads of local secondary and tertiary educational institutions 

under the OCR were again summoned to the HF Verwoerd Building. This 

time, they had to be accompanied by a member of their school 

committees. The Government was represented at the meetfog by Steyn, 
Le Grange, Mills, Kempen and Arendse. The weakest of those who spoke 
for the authorities was reportedly Arendse who,according to an inter­

viewee who had been pi·esent at the meeting, played the part of 

apologist. 

Steyn and Mills made various promises and again it was stressed 

that steps were already being taken to redress those of the students' 

grievances which they considered reasonable. The meeting was told 

that the book shortage should have been wiped out within a month and 

the teacher backlog in flve years. Building and repair programmes 
were being accelerated. Teacher training facilities were being 

improved. No new schools would in future be built without halls, 

p1ayfog fields and other necessary facilities. Existing schools 

would be up-graded to the new standard within five years. Parity 
in qualified teachers• salaries would be achieved within three years. 

And overall, the Government w~s .now, as had been stated by the Prime 
Minister, committed to the principle of :equal education'. 

But, the boycott had to be brought to an end and the ball was 
in the principals 1 court. Mills instructed them to put ·a stop to the 
awareness programmes. If the students refused to take lessons, they 
were to be expelled. If they resisted expulsion, they would be 
removed bodily. If there was a mass walk-out the students involved 
would be bai~red from ever returning to school. Mills told the 
principals that they had ta maintain discipline. The whole situation 
had become a crisis of authority. He pointed out that in some cases. 
the students' actions were aimed at the teachers themselves as well 
as the education authorities. 

Le Grange warned the meeting that although his police hild so 
far maintained a low profile~ they were losing patience and n1ight be 
changing their approach. His threat to the principals was clear: 
either they kept their students in order or the police would come in and 
do it for them. Certainly, any activities~ such as.marching, would 
be dealt with severely. 
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One of those interviewed, who had had to attend the meeting, 

gained the impression that they, as principals, were in effect 
being blamed for the boycott. When allowed an opportunity to speak 
they repudiated any suggestion that they could be held responsible. 

They insisted that the students' grievances were valid and that, 
until at least some of them had been redressed, the students would 

not.go back to class. The principals were angry. One complained· 
of being treated like a Sub A child. Some of those who spoke> 
took up limited issues like the cost of textbooks while some lashed 
out at the whole system of apartheid. Others said that they could 
only hope and pray to God that He would make the children see how 

wrong they were. 

16.2.2 A ministerial challenge taken up in the name 

of justice and truth 

At one point, Steyn challenged anybody present to give one 

example of a single injustice in the system of Coloured Education. 
It is well known how difficult responding to such a challenge on the 
spur of the moment can be, which is why it is a technique often 
used by, for instance, teachers who, feeling vulnerable, wish to 
establish their authority over a c·lass by seeming to stymie them. 

From the silence which followed on Steyn's challenge it could be 
gathered that the meeting was almost so apparently stymied. 

However, one of ihe principals then stood up and said that 
she could mention something which, although in itself a minor issue, 
exemplified the gross injustice that there was in the system. She 
proceeded to expose a fact of which nobody - but those responsible 
obviously - had ever become aware. Coloured schools had been paying 
substantially more thari White schools for the same items of 
stationery, all of which were supplied from the same central store run 
by the Cape Provincial Administration. The same items appear in 
different catalrigues for Coloured and White schools respectively, 
with the same catalogue numbers but different prices. Amongst the 
examples, which this principal quoted from the two catalogues, both 
issued in April 1980, were the following 
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Item 
Price for 
Uhite School 

chalk (per box) 
correcting fluid 
drawing book 
drawing pins 
exercise book (a) 
exercise book (b) 
exercise book (c) 
ledger 
ledger paper (per ream) 
rubber 
ruler 
stencils (per box) 

,26 
,23 
,07 
,08 
,02 
,04 
'11 
,09 

4,60 
,02 
,06 

2,33 

Price for 
Coloured Schoo1 

,62 
,76 
,22 
,25 
,04. 
,08 
'15 
'15 

5,00 
,04-
, 10 

4,57 

The principal gave other examples of items with which White schools 
were supplied entirely free but for which Coloured schools had to pay. 
Some items, which appeared in the.catalogue for Hhite schools, could 

not be supplied to Coloured schools at any price. For exmnple, White 
schools could be supplied with a box of 10 overhead projector pens 
for ,75 while a Coloured school would have to purchase them from a 

coirnnercial retailer at Rl,05 eaJh. She showed that this kind of 
injustice did not apply only to stationery. For example, if a Coloured 
school requisitioned desks, it was supplied with a desk which had no 
place for books to be kept either under a lid or on an underneath 
shelf. White schools, on the other hand, were supplied with a desk 
which did have place for books. Yet both desks went out from the same 

store. 

The consternation amongst persons in top political and administra­
tive positions caused by the raising of this issue 't!arrants description 
of hmv the matter was handled. Amidst general acclamation from the 
floor, the principal in question asked to have it explained to her, if 

this was not an example of injustice, what justice was. The first 
response came from a fellow principal: standing up he asked everybody 
to stop clapping because he was going to request 'this lady' to retract 
what she had just said. The 1 lady 1

, of course, refused to retract 
anything because what she had said was a matter of fact for which she 
had documentary ev·i dence, 

Arendse rose to assure the principal, who had raised this matter, 
that he would see to it that !1er school was supplied with what it needed. 
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But the principal explained that he must have missed her po-int 
because what was at issue was not what specifically her school 
was getting or not getting~ or even at what price: what was at 
issue was justice. 

The ind·ignation of the principals and school committee members 
was matched only by the agitation of the Government representatives. 

·After wh·ispered deliberations amongst the latter, Kempen Vias sent 
out to establish whether what had been alleged was true. When he 
returned a few minutes later notes could be seen being passed between 
those in front of the meeting. One of them then announced that this 
principal was going to be asked to retract what she had said. She, 
in turn, still insisted that she could not retract. The meeting 
was told that it vwuld be given an explanation and then the lady 
would have to retract. But no explanation was forthcoming and the 
principal retracted nothing. 

After the meeting, this principal was asked to stay behind and 
for half-an-hour she was told repeatedly what a_ very wrong 
impression she had created. Her own view was that those at the 
meeting had not gone away with a wrong impression but with their 
eyes opened to a truth about the kind of system Coloured Educa.tion 
was. 

The next morning, Head Office was busy with a detailed 
investigation of her record and the Wynberg Regional Office was 
buzzing with speculation about her future. A significant occurrence 
in the 1 atter off-ice that morning \<Jas a meeting of the full ~!ynberg 

inspectorate at which it was decided unanimously that should action 
of any kind be taken aga.inst her for her stand they would all go 
out on strike forthwith. At llhOO, the Director of Coloured Education, 
Arendse, phoned her to say hew dissatisfied he was with what she had 
done the previous afternoon and that those in authority did not feel 
1 nice 1 about it. She was therefore to present herself before the 
Minister of Coloured Relations that same afternoon. 
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. . . Gathered to speak to the outspoken principal were Steyn, 

Mills, Kempen and Arendse as well as the person in charge of the 
CPA stores in question. They again told her how perturbed they 
were that she had created such a false impression. They said that 

they would now explain the matter to her fully after which they would 
again ask her to retract her accusation of injustice. The effect of 

the explanation they then gave her was that the stores belonged to 

-·the White Education Department. Because the OCR had no stores of 
its own, Coloured Education was levied for being allowed to use the 

White stores. The principal's response was that even if this was 
the case it could not justify levy'ing the already less advantaged 

in society. In any case, the magnitude of the amount Coloured 
schools paid more than White schools constituted a gross exaggeration 

of a levy. Further, this explanation failed to account for why there 
was not a standard difference on all items. Still less did it account 

for why a very few items cost the same for White and Coloured schools, 

and why th~re were a few items for which Coloured schools paid 
marginally less than White schools. She, therefore, again refused 
to retract what she had said at the meeting. At which point Mills 

tried another tack. He asked her why, 'if she knew what she ., 
did and had a grievance about it, she had not come directly to them 
at the top? She pointed out that she was prohibited from doing so 
by the regulation that everythi~g must go through the Regional Office. 

That channel she had tried and had received no response. After two­
and··a-half hours, she was urged a f"inal time to retract. She explained 

that there was no way in which she could do so because they had not 
given her an acceptable explanation for the injustice which she had 
identified. She belonged to the Dominican congregation whose motto 
was truth. She would be doing wrong if she was not standing up for 
truth and the issue at hand was no more nor less than a matter of 

truth. 

As they were coming out after the meeting, Mills asked her if 

she was Irish and treated her to .the story about the Irish sailor who 
landed in Cape Town. This Irishman asked somebody he met \\lhat sort 
of a government there \vas here. But, without having given the person 

time tc reply, he said, 'Actually, never mind, it doesn't matter 
anyway - whatever it is, I'm agin it'. The barb was obvious and she 
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told Mills that if he chose to regard her as just another one of 
those difficult Irish that was his problem. Before she left, Kempen 
invited her to come in and have a cup of tea with him any time she 
wanted to talk over difficulties she might experience at school. And 

there the matter ended. 

When the same principal did attempt to go with a problem to 

-·the 'top' some time later, Arendse could not see her and she was told 
to go through the Regional Office. Two years later Coloured schools 

were still paying more than White schools for being supplied with the 

same items from the same stores. When she experimented with drawing 

up her requisitions using the prices in the catalogue intended for 
White schoois, she found that het school's stationery would have 

amounted to less than half the co$t for which she actually ha.d to 

budget. The implication here is that had schools under the OCR 
been paying the same for their stationery as their counterparts in 

White education, they could have been supplied with double the 
quantity without increasing their budgets and shortage of stationery 

needed never have been an issue at all. 
(Interviewees 5, 6, 25, 47; Argus 23.5.80; Herald 31.5.80) 

16.3 The velvet glove comes off 

What seems to confirm the conclusion that there had been a 

shift in the authorities' approach to the boycott by the end of its 
sixth week was the way in which the students' attempt at economic 
disruption was put down by the police. The students' use of .such a 
tactic must also have confirmed the authorities in their detennination 

to suppress the students' campaign. Over that weekend, Security 
Police detained at least 60 persons in the Eastern and Western Cape. 
By the middle of the severith week, it was reported that the number 
of arrests and detentiomthroughout the country since the start of the 
boycott totalled approximately 1475 persons although many of them, 
having been arrested under the Riotous Assemblies Act, had been 
released after court appearances. (Argus 26.5.80, 28.5.80; 

Grassroots, May/June 1980) 
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On Monday 26 May, the Minister of Police issued a clear 

warning: 'People who, through underground methods, want to have 

the schools situation develop into a political confrontation with 

the Govern~ent must realise that it is a question of ''so far and 
not further".' He said the Government could not a 11 ovJ the authority 
of the State to be challenged in a way that created the impression 

that this could be done with impunity. While the Government had 

_gone out of its way to defuse the conflict, this should not be 

interpreted as weakness. The Government was still prepared to consult 

if some positive aim could be achieved, but for the rest, Le Grange 

said, the time for talking was over. '(Argus 26.5.80) 

Nevertheless, the authorities were still careful not to be 

unnecessarily provocative. That same Monday, principals under the 

DCR received instructions not to use the 'expulsion measure' against 
students who refused to go back to class. (Argus 27.5.80) Yet, as 
a threat, expulsion continued to be dangled over students' heads. 

The very next day, Tuesday 27 May, in a press statement by Miils -

which was issued by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Information 

under.instruction from the OCR - the latter Department let it be 
known that it would 'stand by' principals who expelled 'children 
who challenge authority and refuse to be disciplined'. (Argus 28.5.30) 

Meanwhile, large numbers of students were stay-ing away from 

most schools in the Cape Town area. By way of illustration, at 
Ell swood Senior Secondar.Y, only about 120 out of 1023 students came 
to school on the TuesC:ay. The same day, Kensington Sen"ior Secondary 
had an attendance of 60 out of 950 while only 12 of Windermere Senior 
Secondary School's 842 students arrived. There was also a general 
staya.way from the African secondary schools where the boycott was total. 
J\t the African primary schools, although most children continued to 

attend, they were not given normal classes in accordance with a 
decision taken at a meeting of African senior secondary students at 

the start of the week. As exp 1 a i ned by one pri nci pc:i 1 '\-Je received a 

directive from the high school students that no lessons should be 

taught in the schools'. 
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16.4 The mail.ed fist exposed 

16.4.1 The Committee of Bl copes 

The seventh week also saw the student leadership in the 
Western Cape beginning to make an attempt at adjusting to the 

authorities' more directly repressive tactics. That Monday, the 
Committee of 81 adjourned its meeting after only three-quarters 

of an hour because of the close surveillance under which it was 
being kept by the police. This sort of harassment from the police 

·led the Comrnittee to restructure on a regional basis as a way of 

increasing the security with which it would be possible for the 

students' representatives and leaders to move and organise. 

(Argus 26.5.80, 27,5,80, 28.5.80, 29.5.80; Document 32) 

16. 4·.2 Batons, teargas$ cells and bullets 

During the first part of the week police intervened with force 

several times in different parts of the country. Using batons and 

teargas they dispersed UWC students who had been rneetir:g in the campus 
cafeteria. A demonstration by some 2000 students in QwaQwa was 

similarly dispersed. (Intergroup 3(June 1930)4) Two hundred and 

seventy five African students were arrested when they started to 

march into Uitenhage. (Argus 29.5.80) Then, on Wednesday, 28 May, 
several people in Elsies River, Cape Town, were wounded by police 

shotgun fire and two young persons were shot dead. 

16.4.3 1 Ki ndermoord 1 

Eyewitness accounts of the events, which preceeded the shootings, 
describe how the normally busy Halt Road in Elsies River was crowded but 

quiet. At about 12h30, a police van was seen approaching from the d~rec­
tion of Epping. At the intersection with 20th Avenue - the precise 
place where two hours later two young persons were to die - the van 
suddenly stopped and policemen, some in regular uniform and others 
in camouflage gear, jumped out and, without warning, baton-charged 

people on the pavements. People fled down side-streets, across back-
1 

yards and into houses. One eyewitness saw a youth being brought to 
the ground and beaten by at least four policemen v1ith batons in 
front of Norwood Primary School where children were pla.ying in the 

grounds. Students ar.d others, who startt:d g21theri ng in the vi ci nHy, 
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reacted to the police's behaviour with indignation and anger. There 
were shouts of 'Gooi hulle! Gooi hulle! 1 A number of people 
grouped opposite the school started throwing stones at the police van 
which had been parked in the middle of Halt Road. They were quickly 
dispersed and the police moved on down Halt Road continuing with the 

. same type of action. Some of the people . started stoning passing 
vehicles - mainly buses and cars with White drivers. A detachment 

- of riot police moved into the area and started to patrol. By about, 
14h30, a group had again collected on the corner of Halt Road and 
20th Avenue. According to a resident opposite, a blue kombi was 

stoned as it passed. The van stopped momentarily and a man lying 
flat on the back seat passed a shotgun to one in front who opened 
fire on the people next to the road. This account corresponds with 
one by another eye\-Ji tness. As the kombi moved on, peop 1 e were sti 11 

scattering in terror - all except five young persons who 1ay sprawled 
in the road, two of them dead. 

A person who went to the aid of the wounded told what happened 
then. 'I'm trained in first-aid and I went to the assistance of one 

of the youths killed, Bernard Fortuin. He had at least four wounds 
and as I tried to plug a hole in his neck with my finger more police 
arrived on the scene. We were charged with batons and the police 
refused to allow anybody to go near the injured and the dying'. 
Bernard's mother told of how she had been beaten with batons as 
she had tried to go to the assistance of her dying son. One eyewitness 

described how those in the kcmbi had been dressed: army-type boots, 
camouflage trousers and white T-shirts. Journalists later established 
that the kombi was registered under the SAP. 

Half-an-hour after the fatal shooting, a passing Escom vehicle 
was stoned by someone in a group of people who, shocked and incensed 
by what had happened, were standing nearby. One of the Escom tech­
nicians~ who was armed, jumped out and fired towards the group. A 
schoolgirl, 15 years of age, Jennifer de Vee, was wounded in the 
thigh and side by his bullets. It is not known whether there were 
others injured. (/\.rgus 28.5.80, 29.5.80; Cape T·imes 29.5.80; 
Intergroup 3 (June 1980)4) 
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That night a pamphlet, entitled 'Kindermcord', was distributed 
in the Peninsula which gave expression to the feelings of bitter 

dete1111ination which the children's deaths evoked in so many Black 
Capetonians. An extract from the pamphlet follows: 

16.4.4 

'The oppressors have once again answered our demands 
by killing our children. The bloodthirsty riot squad 
have muredered them in the streets of Elsies River. 
We weep for the children who are giving their lives. 
We weep for the families who are giving their loved 
ones. Btit we will not weep for nothing. No oppressed 
people has ever wept for nothing. We know what is our 
goal: a free and united Azania. We will reach that 
goal in spite of the bullets of the oppressors. We 
are a movement! They can kill defenceless children -
any coward can do that. They can't kill a movement 
of the peop 1 e ! ' (Document 39) 

More police force 

Later on the same day as the above occurrences in Elsies River, 
some 200 police reinforcements were airlifted into the Western Cape -

from, principally~ the Transvaal - to bolster local forces in the 

face of the escalating conflict. The next day police again opened 
fire on a group of people who had gathered on a street in Ravensmead 
and of whom some had allegedly been stoning passing vehicles. 

(Argus 29.5.80; Cape Times 29.5.80) 

The only other such violent confrontation with the police in 
the Western Cape before the schools closed for the mid-year vacation 
occurred a week-and-a-half later on the Monday of the boycott 1 s 

ninth week. According to the accounts of eyewitness7?s~ some 60 or 70 

students of Bellville South Senior Secondary lined Osborne Road in a 

demonstration just outside the school grounds. They stood singing 
freedom songs while sorr.e stoned passing cars and buses. Two po"licemen 
arrived and with drawn pistols chased the students back into the 
school grounds. Then the riot police arrived. After some of them had 
jumped over the gates and sta~ted chasing the students in the school 
grounds, the gates were forced open and police baton-ciiarged the then 
screaming students. Fifty-two persons were arrested and held on 
charges of public violence. (Arg~s 9.~.80) 



17 Shifts 'in parental and c_ommunity supp~rt for the ~oycot~ 

It was stated above that parental and community support for the 

boycott was at its height in the first two-·and-a-half weeks. In the 

three-and-a-half weeks which followed, this support seemed to stay 

steady although it was not given the same degree of public expression 

as initially. There continued to be community meetings in support 

of the students' boycott but not as many and those that there were did 

not capture the attention which the first spate of meetings had. The 

content of the meetings remained generally the same. At a four-hour 

meeting in Guguletu attended by students, parents and teachers 9 a parent 

told the students that they were fighting what their parents had 

fought against 27 years previously when the Government had introduced 

Bantu Education. (Argus 7.5.80) ·Another meeting in Guguletu, 

organised by the Guguletu Residents' Association, condemned the 

present system of education for Black people and expressed solidarity 

with the boycotting Fezeka Senior Secondary students. (Argus 16.5.80) 
At a meeting in Wynberg, held to express solidarity with the students, 

the chairperson of the Western Province Council on Sport (Wepcos), 

Frank van der Horst, said sportspeople stood by the students in the 

schools boycott because they experienced and suffered the same sort 

of discrimination and racialism. As he put it, 'The complaints and 

grievances that caused the pupils and students to boycott can be read 

into a sporting situation as well. For instance, ... most of the 
, 

venues for Blacks are more like sand dunes rather than sports fields. 

The struggle against oppression should be seen in a much broader sense 
than just a fight for better schooling and sports facilities.·· 

van der Horst stressed furthermore that H was only the unity of the 
people which could break the system of divide and rule. (Herald 24.5.80) 
A meeting was convened on 14 May "in Ravensmead by the area's cultu1~a1 

organisation and parents' action commHtee along wHh students from 
UWC and Florida and UHsig Senior Secondary Schools in order to discuss 

·the reasons for the provisional suspension of the boycott which was 
supposed to be taking effect at that point .. 'It's up to us, as parentst 

to demonstrate our solidarity~' said one father and the meeting 
decided on certain steps to do just that. There was a unanimous vote 

in support of a two-day boycott of White Parow businesses on 29 and 
30 May as well as a total boycott of rugby matches connected with the 
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Lions' tour. Expla"inin9 the former tactic, one of the convenors 

saids 'It will not cripple the merchants econcmically, but it will 
make the people aware. 1 Discussing further possible displays of 

solidarity, a 'dry v:eekend', during which no Black person should 

buy or drink a drop of liquor, was proposed. The meeting appointed 
a working committee of 25 people to organise in support of its two 

__ boycott calls. (Sunday Times 18.5.80) 

The first public resistance to the students' boycott was 

reported mid-way through the boycott's fourth week as building up 

among parents and teachers in Indian areas in the Transvaal. Parents 

felt that the boycott had a.chieved its objectives and) on the strength 

of this, principals were instructing their staff to resume teaching 
even if only to one child. By as.early as the fifth week, in the 

Western Cape, some parents were beginning to say to their children 

that they should rather stay at home sfoce there seemed to be no 

point in continuing to go to school.(Interviewee 41) Certain of the 

poorer parents were threatening to take their children out of school 

altogether and some later did. (Interviewee 32) 

Something of a turning point in parental and community support 

would seem to have been reached with the students' demonstration 

through commercial and financial disruption at the end of the sixth 

week of boycotting and the re-emergence of a harsher approach on the 
part of the authorities. A student who had participated in the dem­
onstrations on 24 May said in an interview, 'Through thE·m we isolated 
ourselves totally.' (Interviewee 21) Although this student was obviously 
overstating the position, it was the case that the spontaneous support 
which the student movement had evoked in the Western Cape wo.s becoming 
increasingly qualified. Some parents) who had lent thei1· support to 
the students' demands and tactics/actions, started withdrawing their 
support from at least the latter. There were less declarations of 
solidarity with the stud8nts and more expressions of parental con-
cern ab6ut the physical safety of their children at the hands of 
the police. In the view of a community activist interviewed, 'Parents 
were in a way more cmotiona·1 than the kids because foitia11y they v1.:?re 

all in favour of the students' stand but with police intimidation, 
etcetera, fear set in and parents started ci1an~Jir.9 their tune.' 
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(Interviewee 34) Parents' fears were not only for their children 1 s 
physical safety but also that they 1rwuld be unab1e to write their 
end-of-year examinations H they did not end the boycott. (Interviewee 
29) According to another interviewee~ parents began to sense that 
1 the sacrifices they themselves had made to send their children to 
school were also in jeopardy' and that their children were 'cutting 
off their noses to spite th2ir faces and they were not prepared to 
accept this. 1 (Interviewee 24) Randall van den Heever, who had been 
acting principal of Spes Bona Senior Secondary School at the time, 
argued in an interview that the Committee of 81 had ... 

'overplayed its hand by carrying the boycott beyond the 
psychological barrier where it should have been stopped. 
Students were therefore in disarray and parents were 
turning against the movement. Parents started phoning 
in, saying: Listen, what is going on now? When are 
our kids going to start going back to their desks? 
What about the end-of-year exams? Parents started 
getting \vorr-ied about that - so did community leaders. 
Then a number of them started pleading with pupils to 
go back even via the media. Eventually this position 
came to be respected as a possible position by the 
students. 1 (Interviewee 56) 

It was from the boycott's seventh week that certain figures started 
risking student wrath by calling for a reassessment of the boycott 
or even for an end to it. Amongst such individuals were Dr Edgar 
Maurice, Randall van den Heever, the Revd Allan Hendrickse and 
David Curry (Herald 21.6.80; Interviewee 56) 

Following the police killing of the two Elsies River youths, 
Hassan Howa, President of the South African Council en Sport (SACOS), 
made an urgent public appeal to all boycotting students to reassess 
their action in view of those deaths. SACOS' position was that it 
fully supported the students' actions as far as they highlighted 
their grievances but, Howa said, 'the time has come to make a proper 
analysis of the situation and where it is leading ...... As a parent 
and one who cares, I want to appeal to the pupils and the authorities 
to avoid at all cost a recurrence of 1976 ...... I would like the 
students to return to school and in a calm manner sit down and re-
assess the situation ...... The education of our children thus far 
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was aimed at providing cheap labour and they must examine whether 

their action at this stage isn't being provoked by peop 1 e vJho want 

to aid and abet this .... ' Howa sa·id that provocative speeches by 

spokespersons for the authorities, schools and universities made 

him believe there was a deliberate attempt to keep children away 
from school. 'The children behaved in a mature and dignified manner 
when they started the boycott to bring their grievances to the 
attention of the nation. But this was followed by speeches by 

people who I cannot believe to be so stupid when dealing with 
young people in great numbers.' (Argus 30.5.80) 

The same week, the chairperson of a residents' association in 
Mitchell's Plains Chris Stevens, also declared publicly that it was 
time students went back to their classes and left the adults to 

continue the struggle against apartheid. He explained his position 

in the fol'lowfog terms: 

'Although we fully support our children, there is the 
contention that some students have become pov:er drunk. 
I further believe that the Committee of 81 ... comprises 
a large percentage of n.aive idealists. They have made 
no plans to combat the natural tendency toward boredom 
among children who are kept inactive for long periods. 
The continuous boycott of classes, and action like that 
of the past weekend, exposes our children to danger. 1 

Stevens argued that the Committee of 81 should now order students to 

resume classes. It was his belief that many children~ who wanted to 
resume lessons, were being restrained by a radical element. On the 
students' relationship to the workers' struggle, Stevens said, 'The 
Committee of 81 has allowed themselves to be used tc provide muscle 
for the labour dispute. Although we support the workers, we believe 
their problems should be resolved separately. 1 (Sunday Times 1.6.80) 

At cl public meet"ing held on 12 Jur.e fo Mitchell's Plain: Maurice, 
a former principal of Harold Cressy Senior Secondary School~ ca·11ed for 
an end to the boycott on the grounds that unity was disintegrating and 
parentil support i<1as being lost. 'The situation is very sE:rious' ~ he 

said,'because for six months pupils and students have done little 
school work. About thirty years ago people had faith in education~ 
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but the value placed on it has disappeared~ because it has not 

brought the salvation. 1 Maurice pointed out that the political 
position of Blacks had worsened in spite of being better educated 

and more professional. Concerning the boycott, he said, 

' .•. our children have displayed a remarkable sense 
of solidarity and unity in this boycott. Never in the 
history of our community have vie shown the same kind 
of awareness of the situation. . •... The boycott 
has made an impact, but where do we go from here? 
..•.. It is naive to believe the boycott is going 
to bring about political change. It is also a two­
edged sword and you must be careful you don 1 t hurt 
yourself.' 

His conclusion was that the boycott should end on 1 the crest of a 
wave' and, for a 'real victoi~', it should be ended on Wednesday, 
19 June. (Argus 13.6.80) 

On 5 June, a m~eting attended by some 800 people to discuss 

the meat, bus and schools boycotts decided tl1at the students should 
return to school. Secondary students at the meeting agreed that 

those who had been staying away should return but they would not 
fonm·! normal classes. (Argus 6.6.80) At another parents meetfr1g 

held in Heideveld on 8 June, there was an cverwhelming vote in 
favour of students returning to class. (Argus 10.6.80) More and 

more parents were complaining that nothing constructive was being done at 
th~ schools, that the students were 'playing around' and not following 
awareness programmes. (Cape Times 10.6.80) Two further factors were 
mentioned by an interview~e, who had been teaching at a school in 
Mitchell's Plain at the time, as having contributed to the under-
mining of parental support for the students. The one was an apparently 
marked increase in student pregnancies and the other was that children 
with access to their homes during the day would take their f1·iends 

back there and parents would return in the evening to find 'the whole 
place in disarray'. (Interviewee 46) By the ninth week of the boycott, 
it was being publicly acknowledged that parental support had been 
waning. (Argus 6.6.80~ 10.6.80; Cape Times 10.6.80) 

Yet, even at this st<:1gr., there ~ms a.round the country considerably 
more support for the boycott than there was opposition to it from parents 
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and the Black community a~ a whole. For example, a body representing 

parents fron~ 25 areas in Nata 1 ~ the Parents Support Corrm1ittee, voted 

to support boycotting students who decided not to write the mid-year 
examinations. A public meeting in Johannesburg on 2 June passed 

this resolution: 'The demonstrations throughout the country are signs 

of the urgent demand of the people that everyone should have the right 
to equality in education~ to a decent standard of living and to full 
participation in government.' (Argus 3.6.80) 

Furthermore, the changes in parental attitudes which occurred 

were not a 11 changes from a positive ori en tat "ion towards the boy-

cott to a negative one. The case of a community in which most 
parents were initially negatively disposed towards the boycott but 

altered their attitude to one of support for their children's cause, 

is particularly interesting in view of how that change in orientation 

was brought about. The central figure was the principal of the 
township's only school and the account which follows, is his own. 

The community in question is telatively isolated by location and 

entirely working class by composition. Life is hard. 'For the most 
part it's survival of the fittest and time for nothing else.• This 

was the context in which parents felt that the boycott was threat€·ning 

not only their children's education but their very futures. In Hs 
early stages, 'the parents were upset and concerned' - 'probably only 

a small minority of them understood and accepted what their students 
were doing. ' 

'In order to try and help the parents understand what was 
happening - because it was leading to a clash between 
parents and childrer. with the former thinking that the 
only thing to do was to beat the hell out of them and 
get them back into class (only a milder version of the 
Inkatha parents' approach) - I called a general meeting 
of the parents. And I said to the student body: the 
only way your parents can become aware of what is happening, 
is if you explain it to them. Parents, ex-students and 
students came to the meeting. The students~ however, 
made a mess of things .. They couldn't put their case 
properly. The parents couldn't understand what the 
students were trying to explain and were questioning 
them quite aggressively. Eventually there was a clash 
between two mothers. One mother accused a student leader -
because he couldn't explain what they were doing ade­
qOately - of misleading the students. Then, the mother 
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cf the 1 eader bci ng o.ccused, jumped up, etcete1~a. That 
spoi1t the who1e thing and showed the students: utter 
failure to put their case. The students had the ideas 
but they didn 1 t have the vocabulary to put it across. 1 

'As a result of that evening being such a disaster', the school 1 s 

principal searched for some alternative means to present to the 

parents 'what the students were getting at'. His idea was drama. 

'It was the first time I'd tried my hand at play writing .. 
It was a very simple piece - it didn 1t call for any 
great intel1ect. It was a simple story of Mum and Dad 
and their two kids going to the beach. But before they 
go to the beach there's this little discussion at home. 
Dad comes home the evening, tired from working in the 
factory (I cast myself in the role of the Dad for so 
many obvious reasons - I was trying to tell the parents 
what it was all about; it was also identification with 
the students.) Dad sits down and opens his newsp~per. 
He says to his •11ife: Damn boycotts - I only read about 
damn boycotts. What are these bloody children getting 
up to? The son comes in and there's some altercation 
on the issue between the two of them. The father tells 
his son: Look, you must stop your d~nn nonsense now. 
Eventually Dad says: Let 1 s take a break on Sunday and 
go to the beach. 

'They go to the beach and it 1 s a beautiful day. 
The kids are taking a dip when two policemen roll up 
(two students in khakhi) and unfurl a banner which reads 
1 Slegs Blankes 1

• They tell the father to get the hell 
out of there. But he 1 s a bit stubborn - he says he 
doesn't understand this. They haul him off. Of course 
the mother is upset. The young baby is too. Eventually 
the son turns up and Mum explains to him what's 
happened and they go off home. 

'The final scene is the same evening at their home. 
The whole atmosphere has now changed. It's gloomy. Dad 
is not at home. Mum is waiting anxiously. Eventuc:lly 
Dad comes back down-cast and depressed. His son then 
asks him: Dad, do you see now what this boycott has 
been all about. So he concedes: Ja, nou verstaan ek; 
I understand now. 

'As I played that role I was every one of those 
parents sitting there. 

'The meeting was well attended and as a result of 
that evening we really sensed that the parents had become 
aware of what was going on. 1 

The parents abandoned t.hei r opposition to the boycott and a new sym·-
patheti c understanding of their children 1 s cause was born. (Interviewee 22) 
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18 Mourninc and confusion 
"'---~---- . 

18. 1 Funera Z 

The eighth week of the boycott opened vJi th the fun era 1 of the 

2 young persons, Bernard Fortuin and Willian Lubbe, 15 and 20 years 

old respectively, who had the previous Wednesday been shot dead by 

police in Elsies River, as already described. The Committee of 81 

as a body had had nothing to do with organising the funeral. Not 

orily were some of the persons in central leadership roles out of 

town at the time, but the Committee was in any case too unwieldy 

to organise effectively something so specific at such short notice. 

The funeral, as it turned out,was the result of a number of 

initiatives not lea.st of which came from a.n ad hoc group \vhich 
happened to bave been brought together a week or so previously 

by Sonn and a few associates from the CTPA. What their intentions 

were, remains somewhat unclear but it would seem that they were 
trying to broaden their own base by constituting a coalition of 

individuals, whose orientation would at least not conflict with 

that of the CTPA, to discuss and act on the students' boycott. 

First, they sought to align themselves with certain church leaders. 
Once that had been achieved, they had wanted to bring in soMe 

persons from the business community as well as polit"icians - not 

representing any party or organisation but in their individual 

capacities. ft. steering committee under Bishop Naidoo had been 
appointed to plan further meetings and work out guidelines for 
possible action. Serving as a consultant on the committee was Hare. 
In an as-yet-unpublished manuscript, Hare describes how the first 
meeting of this steering committee on the afternoon of t~ednesday, 
28 May, was interrupted with the news of the deaths in Elsies River. 

This committee immediately called a meeting for the Friday to 
discuss the killings and the situation as a whole. One of their co~­
cerns became to help try and ensure that there vwuld not be police 
violence at the funeral. The Revds Bam and Mentoor were delegated 
to see the Minister of Police to request him to have th~ police stay 
in the background and let the occasion take care of itself. They saw 
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Le Grange and reported back that he had given his assurance that the 
police would keep a low profile. A number of teachers belonging 
to the CTPA planned to place themselves amongst the students in the 
procession and at the service. Their intentions in this were three­
fold: firstly, they wanted the students to see their presence along-:­
side them as a sign of identification with their struggle; secondly, 

their presence was intended to put the stamp of a disciplined type 
of activity on the proceedings; and, thirdly~ they were determined 
to be in a position from which they could make their influence felt 
in the event of any untoward turn of events. 

Hare took responsibility for organising marshalls to keep the 
funeral procession and service orderly and under control. He was 
meeting with the group, which he Had brought together to help him 

in this task, v1hen \vord came from representatives on the Committee 
of 81 that it would not be appropriate to have Hhite women serving 
as marshalls at the funeral. Hare, having at first thought, as he 
explained in the above-mentioned manuscript, that no Black person 
might be prepared to take the highly visible 'marshal• role, had 

intended to have volunteers from the Black Sash and Women's Move­
ment for Peace serve as the marshals. His group realised that, as 

he put it when interviewed, 'on second thoughts this wouldn't 

have been quite the image we wanted. 1 Representatives of the group 
than made contact with certain members of the Committee of 81 and 

arrangements were made for students from Hewat Tea.chers Training 
. College to be the marshals., Hare prepared and distributed leaf­
lets explaining the functions of marshals and how they should 
undertake their task. As a further precaution he arranged to have 
two ambulances from the Voluntary Service on hand and he recruitfcd 
doctors to be in .attendance also. They notified the priest at the 
church in Elsies River, where the funeral service was to be held, and 
the families of the two to be buried, of their plans. They ci,dvised 
the traffic police that there would be marshals controlling the pro­
cession ~nd sought the~r cooperation. Finally, it was arranged with 
a minister who was to speak at the graveside that, should the police 
attack at that point in the service, he would mike a bid to keep 

people from pan"icking or retaliating. lndepE:ndent of Hare, a.n ad hoc 
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group of parents and students had also been working on ways to 

reduce the risk of police violence. They had approached the rele­

vant authorities for permission to take the funeral procession along 

the route planned and this had beeh granted. It was also this group 

which on a practical level led and organised the marshals. The 

person from this group \!1ho informally acted as chief marshal was 
detained the day after the funeral. 

From approximately noon on Monday 2 June, busloads of students 

started arriving in Elsies River for the funeral. By the time the 

service started at 14hl0, some 12 000 mourners were present. Students 

from almost every Black secondary school in the Peninsula attended. 

Everybody knew that Hewat students were serving as marshals and they 

were easily identifiable by their.college tops which they all wore. 

The role they played in controlling the enonnous numbers was .described 

in superlative terms by all. It was an emotionally charged situation. 

A few of the mourners were allegedly armed - ever. vrith revolvers or 
pistols - but there is no conclusive evidence for this. What is known, 

is that the control exercised by the marshals was tenuous. They \·tere 

a·ided by a large contingent of traffic police v1ho were cordiai and 

cooperative throughout. Traffic along Halt Road was brought to a 
standstill by the two-kilometer long procession. Regular and riot· 

police watched from a distance and for the most part kept out of 

sight. At one point along the route a group of about twenty African 

students took up positions next to the road and started singing 

freedom songs and chanting 'Free Mandela! Free Mandela! One of the 
marshals immediately took it upon himself to indicate to this-group 
that the funeral procession was not a political demonstration and 
that they must behave accordingly and stop singing. His manner was 
apparently unnecessarily abrL!pt but, before fee·i i ngs \'Jere further 
inflamed, a member of the Committee of 81, who happened to be near, 
told the marshal to be calm and not go on about it, while he appealed 
in a more comradely way to the small group of demonstrators to tone 
down their singing at least. It might have been this incident which 
nearly caused ~he police to move in on the procession. That event­
uality seems to have been prevented, however, by a quick move on the 
part of the 1 chief marshal 1 who, suspecting their intentions, approached 



234 

the commanding officer and pointed out that they were right alongside 

the White suburb of Epping Garden Village and that to provoke a 

confrontation at that point would possibly put the lives of a lot 

more than only those in the procession at risk. The ministers 

involved in the service itself, such as Os Mettler and Dr Allan 
Boesak, contributed to a great degree in inspiring everybody to 

act in a manner befitting a funeral - as .indeed they did. In 

Boesak's address he said: 

'I believe the deaths of Bernard and William were 
totally unnecessary. And if we had had a place to 
live as human beings, where we could live freely 
with one another, to serve one another and where the 
love of God was allowed to reign freely in our hearts, 
this would not have happened.' 

Another speaker said that the suffering of those s11rviving the two 

young deceased was shared by people all over South Africa and the 

world. He said those students who had died in the struggle did so 

that their brothers and sisters might live for a better tomorrmv. 

The massive funeral went off without 1 incident 1 or anybody 

being injured. A point would seem to have been proved. Hare ends 

his discussion of the funera 1 as follows: 

'Our ambulances took part in the funeral processim, "one 
at mid-point and the other bringing up the rear. Our 
services were used by only t~vo women, each of whom 
required an aspirin tablet for a headache~ 1 

(Interviewees 19, 34, 56; Hare, forthcomings unpaginated; Cape Times 

3.6.80; Intergroup 3 (June 1980) 4) 

18.2 A Day of P11ayer 

During the rest of the boycott's eighth week, attendance rates 
at Coloured schools in the Peninsula varied roughly between 25% and 
70% while those, who did attend~ continued to boycott classes. On 
Friday, 6 June, thousands of students and teachers in the Elsies 
River - Ravensmead areas held a day of prayer and initiated a crime 
preventfon campaign. /\mongst the schools which :rarticipated were 
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Valhalla Park, Elsies River, Elswood, John Ramsay, Bish6p Lavis and 

Belhar Senior Secondaries. A statement issued by the organisers 

explained their actions as follows: 

•we~ the pupils and teachers, felt the need to again 
emphasise the fact that as believers we were stripped 
of our dignity by parties branding us as violators of 
the peace ..... Our efforts have been towards estab­
lishing a just and Christian society~· 

(Argus 3.6.80, 6.6.80; Cape Times 7.6.80; Intergroup 3 (June 1980) 4) 

18.3 Return for reassessment 

On the Thursday of this eighth week, a local newspaper reported 
that the Committee of 81 had held-a meeting the previous afternoon at 

which it had been decided to call off the boycott subject to this 

d~cision being ratified by all the institutions represented. Classes 

were supposedly to be resumed on the next Monday. One of the conditions 
on which the boycott was reportedly to be suspended vms that an aware­

ness programme \vould continue alongside the normal curricuium. A 

student spokesperson was quoted as saying that the Committee now 
believed that the continuation of the boycott was not achieving any­

thing. 1 The boycott does not have enough leverage, for instance, to 

force the release of the detainees. 1 

The day after this report was pub 1 i shed, the Comr.1ittee of 81 

issued a statement strongly denying that it had called for an end to 
the boycott in the Western Cape. The statement accused the r:ews 
media of deli berate ly confus"ing the students. 1 We strongly condemn 
the statements from certain unknown individuals who claimed to 
represent the committee. 1 Because of this 'the credibility of the 
Committee of 81 is being questioned. We feel that this is what the 
authorities want, and is a direct result of their determination to 
undermine the community. 1 The statement emphasised that students 
had mer~ly been ordered back to school on Monday to reassess the 
situation. 'On Monday we will discuss whether or not to suspend the 
boycott, and it is therefore imperat·ive for all students to assemble 
at their respective institutions. 1 Accordi~g to the statement, 
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students were a 1 so to d·i scuss the bus boycott, the meat str·! ke and 

boycott of red meat, the attacks on Sasol, the spate of detentions, 

the commemoration of 16 June ( 1 Heroes Day 1
), and the poss i b·i 1 ity 

that student bursaries might be stopped because of continued 
stayaways. (Argus 5.6.80; Sunday Times 8.6.80) 

A remarkable pamphlet was distributed in the period presently 

under review. It contained many ideas of strategic importance for 

the struggle in the educational arena and reflected an approach to 

the form in which this struggle should be taken forward from the 

point it had by then reached in the l~es tern Cape that was to muster 

wide support in the Peninsula 1 s OCR schools by the time they re­
opened for the third term. The _pamphlet mer"its extensive quotation. 

' •.. in it's present form (in the H Cape) the boycott 
of classes has been stretched just about to it$ limit. 1 

'The boycott is not the struggle. It is a 
weapon of struggle, one amongst many others. Since 
the continuation of the boycott threatens to split 
the students and the parents into those for continua­
tion and those against, it must be altered. The 
struggle ca.n continue (by other means) even if the 
boycott is suspended. The stru~191e must be continued 
both inside and out3ide the classrooms. 

'The most effective way of continuing the 
struggle inside the classroom is to build on the 
unity brought about by the boycott. The best way 
is to tackle the problem of the content of education. 
Because of this unity we are now in a position to 
refuse to study what we don 1 t want to study. We can 
in fa.ct determine to a 1 arge extent \'/hat we \vant to 
study. Students and teachers (in regional and central 
committees ) need to draw up a iist of books and 
sections of syllabusses (especially in the languages, 
hi story, geogi~aphy and in other strongly i deo l ogica 1 
subjects), which they are unwilling to learn or teach 
and present·a list of alternative books and areas 
(sections). 

'Phis is the most important concrete task to be conrpleted 
du.r>ing the ho Zidays. Once the authorities accept even 
6ne of these books etc. we shall have established the 
principle of syllabus determination by students and 
teachers/parents. From here the wa.y is open to a who-ie 
series of things that follow from it. In practice 
this \!Jill mean a bitter struggle in the schoo1s by 



237 

students/teachers against principals/inspectors. 
In this way the whole problem of the control of 
education 111ill be placed in the forefront. Hence 
we shaU be carrying on the political struggle 
aU the time. Moreover, \!Je shall be building and 
reinforcing our unity because the only defence we 
shall have is unity. Students and teachers will 
all have to stand together firmly if we are to 
succeed. They wi11 have to threaten resumption 
of the boycott if our demands regarding the content 
of education are not met. 

'Outside the schools (in the community) the struggle 
will be continued. We shall again go to the people 
to explain our new tactics and the new phase our 
struggle has entered. We shall again appeal for their 
support and understanding. We shall insist that our 
parents administer all school funds themselves. In 
other words, any expenditure (beyond stationery etc) 
which a principal wants to make will have to be 
approved by the parents' committees. Our parents 
will be called upon to play a direct and active role 
in the affairs of the school. In particulai·, they 
should refuse to collect any moneys, the allocation 
over which they have no control. 

'We shall link up the struggle in the school with 
the general struggle of the community and of the 
workers against oppression and exploitation as has 
been done now with the problems of the meat workers 
and the bus fares. 

'We shall call upon the committee of 81 together 
with the teachers action comnri ttee (T.AC) to e 1 ect 
a People's Commission of Inquiry into the educatfon 
for the Youth of Azania. This commission shall be 
cal 1 ed upon to produce nn Azardan Charter of 
Education. It shall be a popular, democratic commissfon 
that will take evidence from the people all over the 
country and it shall report back 1-;ithin a reasonable 
period. 

'Some students believe that we cannot (on moral 
grounds) go back to classes as long as some schools 
remain closed or some schools are still being boycotted 
anywhere in the country. This belief -is a t:t•ap. It 
is clear that the boycott (fr-om the very start) 
developed very unevenly in different parts of the 
country for different reasons. I.t should be cl ear 
that the suspension of the boycatt will also not 
take place evenly a.nd uniformly. 1 

'~Je must be able to go back to cl a.sses here without 
expecting that students in Natal (or Fort Hare, or 
anywhere else) will also go back at once. We must 
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hold solidarity meetings on our school grounds every 
week even while we have the new type of classes and 
we should be able to apply pressure to the authorities 
to meet the demands of the boycotting students in 
other ·institutions by threatening to resume the 
boycott unless the problems are solved satisfactorily. 

There is urgency - we must implement these 
ideas otherwise the boycott will fizzle out instead 
of being suspended while we are united. 1 

{Document 26) 

On the Monday of the ninth week, attendance at schools in 

the Peninsula ranged between 60 and 100%. Mainly as a result of 

the conflicting reports, which had the previous week been carried 

by local newspapers, there was widespread confusion. Some students 

arrived with their books expecting to resume normal classes but, 

in response to the Committee of 81 's call, meetings were held to 

review the various issues specified above. Later in the day, 
with the go-ahead from 60 schools and colleges~ the Committee of 
81 decided to continue the boycott. Students at a number of these 

schools under the OCR in the Peninsula informed their pi"incipals 

even before the end of term that they would be returning to schooi 

for the third tenn a week late so as to coincide with the beginning 
of the new term for Indian schools. · ~Jhen the OCR schools closed 

for the mid-year vacation on Thursday, 19 June - in the tenth week 
of the boycott - attendance rates were down to between 0 and 10%. 

(Grassroots, May/June 1980; Cape Times 10.6.80; Argus J9.6.BO; 
Intergroup 3 (June 1980)4) 

19 Inside the schools ·---------

19 .1 Mass meetings and mcr.J."c:hes 

What had been happening instde the Peninsula's OCR schools 
during the first we~k of the boy~ott was described above - an 
account of what happened during the rest of the term f o 11 m1s. 

Mass meetings continued to be a regular feature throughout. 
At many schools~ they were held every day for mLich of the boycott's 
duration. The meetings tended to be heavily dominated by the 
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leadership. If there had been a meeting of the Committee of 81, 

the school's representatives would report back on its proceedings 

and decisions. There would usually be a report ons and interpre­
tation of, developments generally. The leadership would present 

issues to the student body for -debate and a decision. Many 

schools had persons come in and address a student assembly on 

the bus and meat boycotts to enlist support. Often the mass 

meetings would be opened and/or closed with the singing of freedom 

songs which would sometimes reach a climax with the shouting of 

'amandla! - power!' as they raised their fists in the 'Power' salute. 

Another activity, common to most schools during the boycott, 

was the staging of marches around the school grounds and demonstra­
tions along the fence. The students articulated the points they 

were trying to make on placards and often gave their meaning 

emphasis with more freedom songs. On occasion, students would 
'march' to a neighbouring school. There were times when many students 
were involved in pamphleteering in support of the bus and meat 

boycotts. 

19. 2 Awareness p1•ograRrmes 

The single most substantial set of organised activities was 

what went by the generic term of ai.vareness prog1><2mmes. Ta 1 ks and 
guided diScussions were the primary components of the a\'tareness 
programmes. They were given and lead, respectively, mostly by the 
school's own students and teachers but also to some extent by 
persons, in particular ex~students of the school and other more 
senior students from, for example, UWC, who were invited to do so. 
A wide range of topics were covered, including, for instance, the 
history of the Black people's struggle in South Africa with particular 
emphasis on the student-initiated uprising of 1976, the political 
organisations and leaders in that struggle, South Africa's 'real 1 

history, the system of inferior, segregated education, the exploi­
tation of Black workers as cheap labour, the political situation 
in the country and Black people's oppression, sports policy and 
non-collaboration~ and how the struggle should be taken 
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further, even with practical details concerning some of the 
necessary activities and tactics. Students, teachers and other 
supporters of the boycott put into circulation substantial 
quantities of photostated reading matter and even specially 
prepared pamphlets related to topics such as the foregoing which 
helped to inform the discussions and serve sometimes as the focus 

- of collective study. Every morning, at one school, there would 
be a ten-minute talk on what had been in the previous evening's 
n~wspaper . As explained by a student activist interviewed, 
'We tried to get them to read their newspaper effectively 1 to 
criticise it, and not to be misled.' As an alternative to talks, 
the awareness programme at some schools included quizzes where, 
for example, a panel of students and teachers would identify 
questions around the same topics, make sure that it had the 
answers, and then let the rest of the students attempt them. 

Films were always a popular part of the awareness programmes 
and what few films with any at all obvious political significance 
there were to be found on the 'home movie' circuit were used 
heavily. 'Nicholas and Alexandra', because it concerned the 
Russian Revolution, was shown for almost a week just at one 
school. 'The Story of Miss Jane Pitman', relating the l·ife and 
times of an American slave and her eventual emancipation, was 
shown all over the Peninsula. Three other examples of films used 
in awareness programmes were 'Viva Zapata' about a hero of the 
Mexican Revolution, 1 Fire Power! about an underground guerilla 
movement battling US imperialism in an unidentified banana-type 
republic, and 1 If 1 about the conditions at an English private 
school and the responses of its students. 

At some schools programmes of music were presented. Music 
-considered 'relevant' ranged from reggae to th~ protest songs of 
Bob Dylan and Joan Baez. An enthusiastic activist at one school 
told in an interview of hov~ they had introduced the student body 
to 'a whole new concept of Nikis Theodorakis'. The song which 
became a sort of theme for the boycott was the Pink Floyd hit. 
'Another Brick in the Wall'. Such songs as this, along with 
freedom and folk songs in general, were not only listened to but 
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sung ·· singing enjoyed an important place in the awareness 
programmes. The boycott even produced its own songs (some of 

which are included among the .. 1 freedom songs' listed in Appendix 

III). Indeed, the boycott unleashed much creativity normally 

not given expression and uncovered creativity in the ordinary way 

kept private. There was painting; plays and poetry we1~e written; 

impromptu plays were staged. In the drama that was a part of 

many awareness programmes, an example of the sort of theme that 

would be portrayed was the 1976 uprising with re-enactments of the 

confrontation that there had been between police and students. 

Apart from the poetry \'Jri tten by the students themse 1 ves, the 

awareness programmes often included the reading of 'relevant• 

poetry generally. Students of one school, for instance, responded 

in particular to the \'JOrk of Pablo Neruda - readings of his poetry 

would draw the entire student body to the hall. Closer to home, 
a great sourc2 of poetry, which students found inspfring, was Staffrider. 

Towards the end of the boycott, some students conceived the 

idea of alternative subjects. .t\t one school they att2mpted to mount 
alternative courses on, for example, 'politics', 'economics', 
'women in society•, 'Xhosa', 'gardening• and 1 cooking 1

• 

How long the a\'l'areness prcgrammes 1 asted each day, how students 

organised themselves for the awareness programmes and the physicai 
contexts "in which they were held, varied not only from school to 
school but, at a particular school. varied from one component of 
the awareness programme to another and were affected over time by 

experience gained. The awareness programme would generally last from 
around 09h00 to anythin9 between about 12h00 and 14h30. Sometimes 
there would be other of the activities mentioned during the course of 
the day. At some schoo 1 s, a 11 the students usually congregated -j n 
one venue for the awareness programme; at others, they remained in 
their regular classes. More commonly, they divided into groups, sometimes 
the size of ordinary classes or smaller, sometimes much bigger •,;1hen all 
present would be divided into perhaps four or six groups. At some 
schools, students would move in the course of a day through a 
number of !workshops' each dealing with a different topic. When 
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meeting as a whole school, students would use the hall where there 

was one; otherwise! they would commandeer ~~hatever was the 1argest 

room in the school, generally the woodwork room, or, most commonly~ 
congregate in the grounds outside. For the rest, they used the 

classrooms and whatever other spaces were available inside or 
outside which suited their purposes. 

P.t some schools, the awareness programme was organised 

entirely by students. Doing the bulk of the organising tended to 

be a relatively small group consisting, in general, of the SRC or 

working body assisted by a slightly wider circle of active students. 

Although even sympathetic teachers \'Jere at times excluded, more 
commonly those, whom students regarded as trustworthy and progressive, 
were approached to speak, lead discussions, make suggestions and 

assist practically with, for example~ the collection and return of 
hi red films. Sus ta i nfog intet·est was no easy task, therefore 

teachers and other adults were approached for novel ideas and 

resources to w!1ich the students might otherwise not have had access. 
The student leadership at many schools, however~ found themselves 
wanting in initiative, background knowledge and und~rstanding, 

contacts and other resources required to maintain a viable programme. 
There was always an attempt to 'go it alone' without any adult 

assistance or direction but the students' initial efforts at 
some schools fizzled out as early as after the first or second 
day. At others, it was one or two \\leeks before the programme under 

studeot auspices disintegrated. Students would, for instance, be 
put in front of groups which they were supposed to lead in discussion 
on topics decided by the SRC. Yet many students lacked 1,<Jho.t they 

would have had to have in order to be able to discuss and hold forth 
for long periods - their intentions and attempts, however gallant, 
could not compensate for that fact. After perhaps ten minutes. they 
would run out of ideas and discussion would soon degenerate into 
general hubbub. In certain instances, that \'10.s the end of an 

awareness programme at the school. In others, the student 1ead2rship 
was strong enough to retain control over the awareness programme at 
the same time as bringing in teachers to help run it. At one school, 
where students and staff enjoyed an exceptionally good relationship, 
the principa·1, who commanded 0.Verybody's n~spect, v1as <;ble to put 
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teachers back in front of their normal classes and have them run 
the awareness programme from there. In that particular case, the 
arrangement worked we 11 because it was a consistently sympathetic 
staff, in tune with the students and their leadership. In the 
case of another school, with a principal and most teachers of a 
very different ilk, where the principal also instructed each 
teacher to take a group of students, it generally did not work. 
The students• working committee continued for the most part to 
set the topics for discussion and teachers were allocated to lead 
the discussions or provide some input on matters which, as acknow­
ledged by more than one teacher in interviews, they often knew 
little or nothing about themselves. Indeed, teachers generally 
proved to be distinctly limited in their capacity to mount 
useful alternatives to the established curriculum. 

Student response to the awareness programmes varied from 
school to school and from student to student; it varied with the 
contents and qua 1 ity thereof as we 11 as varying over time. The 
students who were prepared to take the awareness programmes 
seriously varied between a relatively small minority at some 
schools and the great majority at others. Initially, the programmes 
were well attended and the students were generally responsive. 
However, at many schoo 1 s, as the novelty \'JO re off and the same 
points were being made repeatedly, usua·11y by the same few 
individuals, it began to become boring and interest started 
dwindling. The leadership at certain schools showed particular 
resourcefulness in countering the creeµing boredom. At one school, 
for example, in case students were bored by the scheduled programme, 
those responsible for organising it would try always to have an 
a lternat"i ve in reserve and fa 11 back on that rather than 1 ose the 
students 1 interest. Students tended to attend certain compbnents 
of the a\\lareness programme more readily than others al though it 

was not necessarily the same components which attracted students 
most at all schools. In this regard, the experience of one school 
was that lectures on, for instance, the history of political 
movements in South Africa delivered by a progressive teacher in 
one of the classrooms would be very poor·ly attended while a St1COS 
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official speaking about sports_ policy on the tarmac outside would 
have large numbers of students reo.dy to stand for hours listening 
attentively. How this was i~terpreted by a teacher at th~ school, 
in an interview, was that most stud~nts needed to have the masses 

_around them to feel that something was happening; but if it was 
merely something of interest v1here they had to sit down C'.nd listen 
attentively, they could not concentrate. Yet, at certain other 
schools, the students were for most of the boycott in classrooms, 
in some cases in their normal class groups, earnestly participating 
in awareness programmes which were almost as structured as normal 
classes. They remained interested and responded enthusiastically 
to the opportunity of - in a context seemingly not substantially 
dissimilar to normal classes - being able to car.tribute to a process 
of collective learning and of beihg able to criticise openly teachers 
who in the normal way were figures of uncha 11engeci.b1 e authority. 

Concerning how long the awareness programnes were maintained, 
there was again great variation. The progranmes were started in 
the first few days of the boycott. Some lasted as little as a \\leek 
or a week~and-a··lrn lf; most 1 asted from bm to five weeks. The 
awareness programmes at a few schools were sustained right up until 
the mid-year vacation. 

Many awareness programnes - the 'thinner', l~ss organised 
ones -even when formally still running, had students doing noth"ing 
much of the time. This was even more the case in the period they 
took to peter out. At some schools, for instance, the SRC wo0ld 
often meet first thing in the morning for up to two hours or more 
trying to work out a programme for the day and/or discussing latest 
developments while the students w6uld be wandering about not knowing 
what, if anything, was to happen that day. For long stretches of 
the boycott, little or nothing vJent on at many of the schools. The 
students would 1mostly stand around chatting; some would play a ball 
game; dthers would drift off home or with groups of friends; the 
rest would leave school around midday. 

Under such conditions, combined with the evaporation of the 
early ebullience and excitement, it is small wonder that boredom 
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and the boycott became for many students one - to them, 

the 'borecott'. 

19.3 Staya::ilay 

For those to whom the boycott was the 1 borecott 1
, the 

'borecott' in turn tended to become a stayaway. At no stage 

was a stayaway consciously adopted as a tactical alternative to 

the boycott of classes. Nevertheless, at the great majority of 

OCR schools in the Peninsula, there was during the boycott a 
substantial stayaway in spite of the efforts of the leadership 

at most schools to keep the students coming. 

How many students stayed away, when they started staying 

away and whether they stayed away sporadically or consistently 

over_some period or periods again varied from school to school. 

Most schools had relatively normal levels of attendance in the 

first two to three weeks of the boycott and a very few schools 
managed to maintain these levels throughout the boycott. Those 

that did, tended to be either schools which were relatively 
isolated geographically, such as Ocean View Senior Secondary and 

Sentinel Junior Secondary Schools, or schools at which student-

. staff relations were such that the students did not feel that 

they were in opposition to most members of staff and where staff 
still exercised considerable control - for example, Crestway and 
Immaculata Senior Secondaries - or schools with a stro11£i student 

1 eadershi p \<lhi ch, a 1 one or in conjunct ion with syrnpatheti c te.achers, 
sustained a consistent alternative programme like Grassy Park and 
South Peninsula Senior Secondaries. In contrast, there were 
schools such as Bridgetown and Cathkin Senior Secondaries where 
some students started st.a.ying a\>Jay virtually from the beginning. 
Generally, the stayaway fro~ a particular school increased from 
the point at which its awareness programme collapsed and that, 
as already noted, was in certain cases as ea.rly as the second or 
third week of the boycott. At many schools, for example, Spes 
Bona Senior Secondary, the stay away never rose above ci.pproximate ly 

10%. There were mo.ny other schools, however-, which had the m.3jority 
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of their students staying av:ay for much of the bo.vcott. In the 
latter phase, rates of attendance dropped to as low as 15% at 
some schools~ for example Heideveld Senior Secondary. Even 

schools like Harold Cressy and Alexander Sinton Senior Secondaries 

had, respectively, up to 45% and 55% of their students staying 

away towards the end of the boycott. 

The impression should not be gained that attendance declined 

at a steady rate or remained consistently at the lowest level 
reached. The extent of the stayaway tended to fluctuate and evenwhen 
staying constant it was not always all the same individual students 
who were keeping it there. What, for instance, happened at certain 

schools was that some students would come perhaps on a Monday to 
see if anything in particular was likely to happen that week and 
check again on about Thursday. In this way, they also kept in 
touch with friends whom they perhaps did not see in the normal 
way outside school. A group of students who stayed away completely 
were those who took jobs durin.g the boycott. Mc.ny of the students 

who stayed away tended to be amongst.those who did not take the 
boycott very seriously~ and, while not necessarily opposing it, 

treated that period as an extended holiday. 

19.4 Running cut of steam 

Taking what happened in the Peninsula's OCR school~ overall, 
students were, in general, highly responsive tc the calls made upon 
them; they acted out of a deep-seated rejection of the system of 
which they felt themselves to be the victims; they disp·layed their 
dedication if only in their readiness to stand or sit i-istening 
endlessly to an often repetitious and generally inexperienced 
leadership. However~ it seems that the students generated a momentum 
which could not be maintained. Despite the very substantial support 
there was for the boycott throughout, there was also a . not insig­
nificant section of students who later effectively withdrew support 
in any active form. There was, of course, a minority of students, 
relatively small, who actually opposed the boycott as a tactic and 
even a few who felt little identification with the students' struggle 
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and its goals. Much of the original determination and direction 

gave way to disillusion and doubt.. Much of the early sense of 

excitement, fun and adventure \Vas consumed by boredom and 

depression. There was a great deal of keen interest in the 
alternative programmes for as long as they lasted, while many 

students' interest withered away with the programmes themselves. 

___ The initial orderliness and discipline broke down in many 

quarters. The tremendous solidarity and cohesion of the early 

phases of the boycott developed, with time, the cracks of 

division. (Interviewees 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 14, 21, 22, 25, 32, 33, 

38~ 41, 46, 48, 49, 50, 54, 56, 57, 58) 

20 1 . l . ' t 1 t• -J-. Bann-ings_, expu s-;,ons, nw0 assmen ana. nreac-s 

Returning to the last two weeks of the half-year, the 

authorities still lacked any coherent strategy for dealing \<Jith 

the students' boycott. They seemed to have come to a multi-

pronged ad hoc approach weighted on the side of suppression 
of student organisation. The 1 attei~ was attempted by, inter a Zia, 

banning all political meetings of more than ten people in t~ienty­

four magisterial districts around the country from midnight on 
Friday, 13 June, for a month. On 30 June, during the school 

holidays, the Government extended this ban to a furtl1er nineteen 
magisterial districts - making a total of forty-three - and for a 

further two months. The Committee of 81 was harassed - it again 
had to suspend a meeting because of police presence and the 
tension this induced in the student representatives. An attempt 
was made to track down and intimidate or isolate individual 'ring­

leaders' and 'trouble makers'. 

The authorities also tried to carry out the threat of 
expulsi6n which had been made to students at the DCR's training 
colleges, including the Peninsula Technikon. Monday~ 9 June, was 
set as a second deadline for return to classes. On the Wednesday, 
it was announced that a 1l those who had- continued to boycott 

had been expelled and that those·who had-been granted,Governmcnt 
study bursaries vmuld not receive them. It \'/C\S stated further that 
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students might apply for readmission but would have to supply 
reasons for their failure to attend classes. An estimated 4000 

students at 15 institutions were affected by this announcement. 

However, none of the students to whom the announcement applied 
were at that stage personally informed of their expulsions. They 

assumed that it was only a matter of time before they heard 
~individually. Yet, the next day, it turned out that most of the 

recto~s and principals of colleges were refusing to forward the 
names of the boycotting students or to serve the expu ·1 s "ion notices. 

Some students, at for example Roggebaai Training College, were 
formally expelled. Confusion amongst the supposedly expelled 

students was completed by the various lines taken by different 
principals and rectors. One principal was quoted as saying, 
'Officially the students have been expelled, unofficially they

1

re 
still here. 1 The rector of Hewat Teachers Training College, E. Pratt, 

claimed that students had not been expelled but merely suspended 
until the following term. On the Thursday afternoon, students from 
Battswood, Zonnebloem, Wesley, Athlone, Hewat.and Bellville training 

colleges and the Peninsula Technikon held a meeting .. They released 

a statement in which they announced that the students of those 
eight institutions had staged a walk-off in protest against the latest 
steps taken against them. They stated further that they would stay 
away until the end c•f the term$ that they would return for the third 

term, and that under no circumstances would they reapply or appeal 

to be reinstated. The confusion continued. On the day before the 
institutions all closed for the vacation, Hewat and Battswood 
students fi na ily had their expulsions confirmed and w2re to 1 d to 
reapply for admission if they wished to return. Meanwhile, the 
authorities at UWC postponed any decision as to what to do by 
closing the University a week early. (Argus 11.6.80, 12.6.80; 

Grassroots, May/June 1980; Vars"ity 9 (5.8.80)7) 

20. 2 Tracking the cuZpr•its: 

official. power 

constr>aints on the exerai.c;e of 

As already referred to above, part of the authorities' a.ttempt 

to inhibit students organising - under conditions which made 
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prohibiting their organis"ing unenforceable - involved trying to 
identify indivi.dual students and te.a.chers active in perpetuating 
the boycott. It was alleged that the OCR collaborated with the 
Security police in this task and that certa"in inspectors put 
considerable pressure on principals in their circuits to provide 
them with the names of 'suspects' and 'culprits'. Only one case 
of police pressurising a principal for students' names reached 

-·the newspapers and even in that instance the actual story of what 
happened - which was illuminating in a number of ways - was not 
told. An outline of this story follows. 

It started on a morning early in June when a bus was stoned 
in Hout Bay's Black township. Later that morning, approximately 

. a dozen police vans arrived outside the gates of Hout Bay's only 
Black school, Sentinel Junfor Secondary. A member of the school 
committee, who was one of many parents who rushed to the school 
when they saw the police on their way, overheard the commandant 
in charge say, as he stormed through the schoo 1 gates, 1 Vandci.g 
skiet ons hulle vrek! 1 vJhen the commandant arrived in the principal 's 
office he wasted no time on social niceties. He wanted to know 
'what the hell 1 was going on. Sentinel kids had thrown stones at 
a bus and damaged it. He had come to investigate the matter and 
pick up those implicated. H B Jacobs, the principal, was concerned 
as to how the police know that those involved were Sentinel students. 
It was explained that th~t was what had been alleged by a witness 
who had claimed to have seen the culprits in Sentinel uniform 
climb over the school fence after they had stoned the bus and join 
other students in the grounds. The commandant then demanded to see 
the head student whom he named. Jacobs went across to where the 
students were meeting "in the hall and informed them of the situa.tion 
that had arisen. Three or four times Jacobs went back to the students 
and each time he was given the resp9_nse he had been confident of 
getting in the first place: that as far as they were concerned 
there was no student by that name amongst them there. In the: meantime$ 
the students had moved outside deeming that it would be safer than 
being confined in a hall in the event of their being tear-gassed or 
baton-charged. None tried to scale the fence and run off home; 
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they all sat quietly in the quadrangle. The principal explained 
to the commandant that there would be no chance of their finding 
the particular student they sought even if he were on the 
premises. The commandant responded that in that case he wanted 
the names a.nd addresses of all Sentinel Junior Secondary 1 s 

Standard 8 students and that, before the end of the day, they 
would pick up every single one of them. His explanation of this 
intention was· that t'llhen they had them a 11 locked up they would 
get the truth out of them. The principal protested that the 
police's demand for the names and addresses of students presented 
him with a profound problem of professional ethics. He told the 
commandant that he would in any case have to consult the OCR. It 
did not take Jacobs long on the telephone to learn that the 
Department would not support any ~efusal on his part to hand over 
the information being sought by the police. He then told the 
commandant that it would take some time to organise the list 
required. The commandant demanded that he have it not later than 
13h00. 

The principal had been placed in a serious predicament. He 
immediately closed the school for the day. At 13h00,.the commandant 
phoned to find out where the names and addresses were. After 
telling him the list was not yet ready and putting the phone down, 
Jacobs instructed that the school be locked and drove off out of Hout 
Bay home. The police arrived first thfog the next morning to pick 
up the list. Jacobs told them he was not handing over the names 
and addresses of any of his students. A little later, the co~mandant 
phoned to instruct l1im to furnish the list or be subpoened to do so. 
Jacobs still refused. 

· The police must then have gone to the OCR because, next, the 
circuit inspector arrived, and) without giving any indication that 
he appreciated the principa.l 1s dilemma, himself demanded the list. 
A participant in these proceedings remarked in an interview, 1 Yo0 1d 
think if he had any spark of humanity in him he'd at least have 
explained that he was just doing his job and was sorry. 1

. Jacobs at 
that stage decided to bring in the school committee. The committee 
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decision was that the school not hand 

over the list of names and addresses to the Department. Inevitably, 

the Department would pass the information on to the police and the 

committee did not approve of the Department doing the police's 

'dirty work' for them. There followed a sharp altercation between, 

on the one side, the principal and a member of the school committee 

and5 on the other, the inspector. The outcome thereof was the latter 
telling the former that they would have to accompany him to Head 

Off·i ce. 

Jacobs and this member of the school committee took the names 

and addresses with them but had 'no intention of handing them over'. 
They requested an interview with the Director of Coloured Education 
but, characteristically, Arendse did not have time to sec them. It 

became apparent that nobody •at the top' wished to take any responsi­
bility for the matter which was why an ordinary circuit inspector 

had been sent to fetch the list from the school and also why everybody 

was too busy to see them at Head Office. They felt that they had been 
treated contemptuously and demanded to see their regional Chief 

Inspector, Quint. 

Quint recognised immediately that the situation contained 
1 dynamite 1 both in terms of a poss i b 1 e conflict bet\-.1een the po 1 ice 

and another Government department as well as in terms of the much 

more explosive possibility of open conflict between the mass of the 
Black people of Hout Bay and the authorities generally. Quint set up 
an interview for them with Kempen. Jacobs, representatives of the 
school committee and Qufot went to see him. Kempen was a.damant that 
the names and addresses had to be handed over to the police. His 
argument was simply that a crime had been committed and that it was 
important for the children who were the culprits to be brought to book. 
All the police needed was for the person who had witnessed the incident 
to identify the culprits. One of those present described the meeting, 
in an interview, as having been a 'shattering' experience. For him 
the confrontation between themselves and Kempen epitomised the 
broader South African situation. The more they tried to get Kempen 
to see that~ if the department and the police did insist on their 
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handing over the list, Hout Bay would explode, the less Kempen 
would listen. He refused to grant that the principal and school 
committee were even in any particular predicament. 

The next step, which was to lead at last to a resolution, 
was again taken by Quint. He contacted directly the Minister of 
Police who agreed immediately to see Jacobs and his school committee 
accompanied by Quint. Le Grange \vas reportedly reasonable. They 
put their case to him in full and he had no difficulty in per­
ceiving the dilemma. Their central contention was that in arresting 
the Sentinal children they would be igniting a pmvder keg. They 
explained that the atmosphere had been rendered especially com­
bustible by the above quoted statement of the commandant, overheard 
by a school committee member, that 1 Vandag skiet ons hulle vrek.' 
For this the Minister apologised and assured them that no senior 
officer should ever have passed such a remark. Le Grange recognised 
the need for the whole matter to be dropped forthwith. He said he 
would appoint an alternative investigating officer who 'after due 
and thorough investigation' would find that the identity of those 
responsible for the stoning could not be established. 

The sequence of events described took place over a period of 
more than a week and in the meantime many of the 44 students in 
Standard 8 at Sentinel Junior Secondary School had fled their 
homes fearing imminent detention. But the M"inister was as good 
as his word and it took the.colonel cippointed as investigating. 
officer but a day to close the docket. At the same time pressure 
for the names and addresses from the OCR hierarchy ceased. The 
students came out of hiding and returned to their parents. {Interviewees 
22, 42; Cape Times 16.6.80) 

20.3 Pinning doum a recalcitrant prinicpaZ 

Ancither instance of a principal refusing to provide his circuit 
inspector with the names of the activists amongst his students and 
staff culminated in the principal being charged by the OCR with 
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insubordination - on another matter - and preferring his resignation. 
Again it is an illuminating story .. As \' da Costa, principal of 
Crestway Senior Secondary School, experienced the pressure put on 
him, his circuit inspector, J. Arendse,'wanted to make a policeman 
out of me'. He did not succumb which led to various attempts being 
made to trap him into trouble. The circumstances_ which specifically 
resulted in the charge of insubordination are described below. 

On the morning of Monday, 21 July, at Crestway Senior Secondary 
School, four students came to the principal to inform him that the 
Committee of 81 had indicated that Monday and Tuesday should be used 
to review the boycott. Further, a mandate had to be obtained from the 
students as to whether the boycott should be ended. da Costa warned 
them that they would not be allowed to go around to all the classes 
for this purpose. He suggested instead that-the working committee 
should take the deci s ·ion - in favour of ending the boycott - and 
that they let their decision be the decision of the school. In the 
hope that his suggestion would be accepted, he gave the students 
permission to organise a meeting of the working committee during the 
first interval and to hold the meeting quietly in the machine room 
of the woodwork block after the interval. That afternoon between 
13h00 and 14h00 the circuit inspector, J.Arendse, visited Crestway 
to remind da Costa again that meetings of pupils were not to be 
allowed at school and that pupils were not to be given permission to 
obtain a mandate from their fellow pupils. He had given' a similar 
instruction the previous Wednesday at a meeting of the principals 
of the three senior secondary schools in the vicinity, Crestw~y, 
Lavender Hill and Steenberg. The instruction at this meeting had 
been that all meetings at schools were illegal unless the principal 
or his representative was present. Meetings concerning school 
business were legal. It was only at the end of the school day, not 
long after the inspector had left, that da Costa came to know that 
the meeting of the w_orking committee in the machine room had in fact 
lasted right up until then. He had earlier assumed that the meeting 
woul~ last only the middle session between llhOO and 12h40. 
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The next morning, the woodwork teacher reported to da Costa 
that a meeting was in progress in the woodwork room. Feeling sure 
that nothing would come of it, he told the. teacher not to concern 
himself. A few minutes before the first interval, two students 
came to the principal 1 s office and asked him to come to the meeting 
since the students had a request to put to him. da Costa went back 
with them to the meeting and there he was asked whether members of 
the working committee might go round to all cla.sses and hold a ref­
erendum on the question of whether or not to end the boycott. They 
were given a categorical no. But da Costa then rethought the issue 
and told the students that so long as they went about it with a min­
imum of fuss and tried to convince the classes that the boycott should 
be ended, they might go ahead. The result of the referendum went 
heavily against continuing the boycott. 

The trouble started coming to a head the next morning, Wednesday 
23 July, when Arendse, the inspector, arrived at the school in order 
to accuse da Costa, firstly, of telling the school at an assembly on 
the morning school opened for the third term that it was up to the 
students to decide whether they wanted to resume normal classes or 
not but that they should remember that there were st in bus and red 
meat boycotts in progress; secondly, of allowing meetings at the 
school contrary to the instructions he and the Department had given 
him; and, thirdly, of refusing to cooperate with him and the Depart~ 
ment during the entire period of the boycott. To da Costa it was 
clear that these charges had been cooked up in a blatant attempt to 
get him out of his school because he would not 1 cooperate 1 

- meaning 
in general that he refused to collaborate with the designs of the 
authorities and more specifically and recently that he had refused 
to give the inspector names. He had at no point said anything like 
what he was accused of telling his students concerning their ~esuming 
classes while the bus and red meat boycotts were still in progress. 
Indeed, he had been doing a 11 in his povJer to persuade the student 
leadership to bring the boycott to an end as soon as possible. 
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After Arendse had been in touch with the Regional Office, Quint 
phoned through an instruction that da Costa was to report to the 
Director of Coloured Education immediately. Arendse drove him through 
to Head Office where he outlined to his namesake, the Director, the· 
accusations against da Costa. Arendse, the Director, was not prepared 
to listen to da Costa's denials and explanations and simply warned 
him that they were watching him. He instructed the inspector to put 
the accusations on paper and gave him permission to investigate the 
matter further. 

The two men then returned to the school where Arendse instructed 
the principal to get the members of the student working committee into 
the office immediately. da .. Costa announced over the intercom that the 
working committee was to come to his office. They came and Arendse 
asked them whether their principal had given them permission to hold 
a meeting. They replied no, he had not given them permission - they 
had gone ahead and held it out of their own free will. The students• 
antagonism towards the inspectrir was disguised only by a veil of 
contemptuous formal respect. Later, Arendse visited the woodwork 
room - scene of the 1 crime 1 -and wanted to know from the woodwork 
teacher when and precisely where the meeting in question had been 
held, through which door the pupils had come, how long they had been 
there and whether the principal had come to the meeting. He also 
took da Costa with him to speak to two other teachers whom he asked 
whether pupils had come around to the classes in connection with the 
boycott. The teachers, who clearly experienced the position in which 
this put them as intensely awkward, eventually admitted that students 
had come around to the classes but denied knowing what, if any, role 
the principal had played in this. A while after this detective work 
on the part of the inspector, da Costa received a letter in which 
the charges were formulated. He replied denying the charges and 
confirming that the school was functioning normally. 

What brought matters to a final head for da Costa was 25 mis­
laid Xhosa textbooks over which there was another apparent attempt to 
trap him as well as a tacit questioning of his integrity. da Costa 
sent off a letter of resignation. Although Regional Office seemed 
content to accept his resignation and did so forthwith, the teachers 
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on his staff were unhappy about it and decided to seek parental 
support, firstly, in getting him to withdraw his resignation and, 
secondly, in getting the Department to accept a withdrawal of his 
resignation. At the same time, the staff passed a resolution that 
they were not going to 'down tools'. It was a.t th·is point that some 
of the story related so far became public. This was fonowed, on the 
one hand, by forma·1 denials from the Department that da Costa had 
ever been brought into Head Office or charged with insubordination 
and, on the other, with mounting pressure from the community. The 
DCR offices were reportedly inundated with enquiries about the cir­
cumstances which had led da Costa to take this step. 

Meanwhile, da Costa had started looking for another job and one 
of the persons to whom he went was Sann. On hearing what had happened, 
Sonn asked him whether he would be prepared to tell the whole story 
to the Director. da Costa po"inted out that he had tried to tell it 
when he saw the Director before but that he would be prepared to do 
so again. Sonn immediately set up an appointment with Arendse for 
the next morning. da Costa took with him a number of affidavits 
which teachers at the school had already drawn up. Arendse said 
that he had told him that he could come and put his case to him. da 
Costa reminded him that he had not been prepared to listen at their 
first meeting. He then described at length what had occurred at 
Crestway Senior Secondary since he had opened the school in 1975. 

There had been other points of conflict with Arendse, the inspector, 
which .he also outlined. For example~ he had always been able to go 
to mosque on a Friday. But, after he had been at Crestway for a VJhile, 
Arendse told him that as it involved being off school premises dOring 
school hours he should make formal application to be allowed to attend 
mosque on Fridays. da Costa made such an application and it was re­
jected - the application had had to go through Arendse. The Friday 
after this permission had been refused Arendse arrived at the school a 
few minutes after da Costa would have had to leave for mosque - he had 
come to check whethei~ da Costa was abiding by his ru1 ·i ng. For two 
weeks da Costa did so after which, as he told the Director, he had 
decided to defy it and attend mosque in accordance with the dictates of 



257 

his conscience.· On this, the Director immediately gave him his 

assurance that arrangements would be made so that he could attend 

mosque and asked how long he wanted off on Fridays. After being 

told only 20 minutes, he wanted to know whether da Costa was sure 

·.that that was long enough. 

da Costa also related what had happened on the occasion he had 

received news of the death of the mother of a close family friend and 
had left school fifteen minutes before the final siren to go and lend 

support. Just after leaving, Arendse arrived and found him not on 

the premises. Normally, if a principal leaves his/her school for any 

purpose, he/she must get the inspector's permission. But, on this 
occasion, had da Costa managed to contact Arendse and obtain per­

mission, the siren would by that time have gone in any case. The 

next day, Arendse returned to the school and made da Costa write out 

in triplicate why he had not been on the premises of his school ten 

minutes before the final siren on the day before. 

Having heard da Costa out, the Director asked him what his 

wishes \>Jere. His reply was that obviously he would like to carry on 

at Crestway but he was not prepared to work under that inspector. 

Arendse told him he had no right to lay down under what conditions 
he would be prepared to withdraw his resignation. After considerable 

wrangling over this point, Arendse said that although h~ would not be 

able to accept da Costa's withdrawal of resignation if it ccintained 
any conditions, he Hould give himhis personal assurance that matters 
at the school would be settled if he unconditionally withdrew his 
resignation. He then again asked da Costa what his wishes were. 
da Costa explained that teaching and specifically Crestway Senior 
Secondary School were his life and that, therefore, with Arendse's 
assurances he would like to continue as principal there. The 
Director then asked him to write out his withdrawal of resignation 
and thanked him for doing so. Finally, he told da Costa that he would 
have to.go to the meeting organised by the teachers and school committee 
for that evening and inform the parents who attended that he had with­
drawn his resignation and matters had been resolved. 
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When da Costa got back to the school the staff on hearing his 

news decided to cancel the planned meeting and this was announced 
over the intercom. However, after da Costa had left again - since 
he was supposed to have been off sick at the time - some of the -
teachers, who still felt dissatisfaction at the way matters had been 
handled, decided that the meeting should take place anyway and this 
was duly announced. That night, it was raining and the venue for the 
meeting had had to be in Retreat since nothing had been available 
nearer the school whi~h drew its students mainly from Steenberg. 
Despite the fact that people had, therefore, to walk far and in the 
rain to attend the meeting, the hall was packed to capacity - such 
was the anger of parents concerning what had been happening to the 
principal of their children's school. The meeting was chaired by 
the chairperson of the school committee and its main outcome was a 
demand for the resignation of the inspector, Arendse. This demand 
was put in letter form and the next day taken by hand to the Depart­

ment's Head Office in Cape Town. 

The whole affair ended, finally, with da Costa receiving a 
letter from Head Office in which it was stated that the charges 
which had been laid against him were being referred back to the 
Chief Inspector in his region. This was tantamount to telling him 
that the charges had been dropped. (Interviewees 5, 42; Herald 

2.8.80) 

21 Black businessmen, the book bonanza, and buxeaucracl 

The implementation of one of the concessions made by the 
Government in response to the students• short-term demands had 
meanwhile given rise to a little-noticed conflict which seemed 
to be of any consequence only to the few persons directly in-
volved who felt aggrieved at having been ignored by the authorities. 
Although this conflict was of minimal significance for the course 
of the boycott itself, it did expose aspects of the system's workings. 

The Government had promised to make good all book shortages 
in schools under the OCR forthwith, as documented above. Although 
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never publicly clarified, the promise was intended to apply only 

to secondary schools. F'ri nci p3 ls were given authority to order 
whatever textbooks were needed in .their schools. However, accor­

ding to the instructions they received from the Administration of 

Coloured Relations, the normal procedure for obtaining the books was 
not to be followed. A Departmental regulation gave principals the 
sole right to select the booksellers from whom they purchased. The 

principals would place orders with the booksellers of their choice 
who~ for a discount of between 30 and 33%, would then liaise with 

the publishers) supply the books at a 7~% discount and deliver 
them to the individual schools. In this case, principals had to 
channel their orders directly to the publishers and bypass their 

regular suppli~rs. 

Four of the regular booksellers bypassed in this way - Lion's 
Head of Grassy Park, Premfare of Athlone, Rynew of Bellville South 
and Westridge of Mitchell's Plain - were the Peninsula's only Black 

persons in their trade and relied solely on school book sales for 

their business. They strongly objected to having been left out of 
the bonanza in a way which meant that only White business would benefit. 

Frank May, Managing Director of Lion's Head Booksellers, said at the 

time, 

'It is .... a disgrace that on1y the white mfoority 
should gain by monies directed to a part of the maj­
ority of people. After an, our children suffered,: 
th~y sacrificed lessons and examinations, were beaten 
and bullied; they engineered whatever improvement there 
is to be according to promises made by Government Officials, 
or were these just bluff?' 

Cape Town's major White booksellers, Juta and Maskew Miller, were in 
any case to receive massive orders as publishers which they were as 
well as book retailers. Furthermore, wh"ile B'la.ck booksellers \r1ere 
not given book orders from White schools, in the country as a whole, 
White booksellers took more than 96% of all orders from Black schools. 
Why the local Black booksellers felt so particularly aggrieved was 

I 

that the schools under the OCR which ordered from them were never 
allocated sufficient funds to meet anything like their needs and they 
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had year after year been partially carrying these schoo 1 s by ex­
tending what, for relatively small businessfs, constituted very 
considerable amounts of cred"it. They did so at their own risk 
because the practice was prohibited and the Department could 
legally have disclaimed any liability. One of the booksellers 
claimed at the time that, by playing the role they had done, they 
had 'prevented riots which would have taken place long ago and 
perhaps more often.' Before the 'bonanza' was announced in 1980, 
the four of them had already that year supplied book shortages at 
secondary schools to the value of more than RlOO 000 on credit. At 
the time their customers were being directed away fron1 them to the 
publishers, they had recovered nothing of this sum. 

The Black booksellers made various attempts to have the OCR 
withdraw its instruction to the principals and permit part of the 
massive order to be channelled through them. First of all, they 
called on principals to refuse to accept books ordered in such a 
way on the grounds that it violated the Department's own regulation 
issued to all schools that principals had the sole right to select 
their own booksellers. Further, they called on the publishers 
selected by the Department also to refuse to execute such orders. 
What the booksellers wanted, was stated unambiguously by a spokes­
person for the four: 'Our regular customers should be instructed by 
the Department, perhaps by the Minister, to place all their orders 
with us. This will prevent a.lot of trouble and misunderstanding.' 
Unsurprisingly these calls met with no response. The booksellers 
then approached the Associated Booksellers of South Africa, an 
organisation supposed to represent their interests and to which they 
all belonged at an annual fee of RlOO. Its secretary, Piet van Rooyen, 
refused to act on the grounds that he still thought it was only a 
survey being conducted. They then requested an interview with the 
Director of Education. Arendse refused to see them but said all he 
had to say over the telephone which was: 'We have positively decided 
to give the orders directly to the publishers and nothing will make 
us reverse this decision.' When a spokesperson for the booksellers 
again contacted Van Rooyen to inform him that Arendse had confirmed 
what they had suspected, he st i1 i refused to do anything. i\n attempt 
was then made to see the Secretary for Coloured Re1atfons, Mills. 
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But, when one of them telephoned for an appointment, Mills' sec­

retary told him that they had to discuss the matter rather with a Mr 

Burnett. When Burnett was asked about the truth of the book orders 

being all channelled to particular publishers selected by the .. Depart­

ment, his reply was: 'If that is the case you know more than I. All 

I know is that I am conducting a survey - that's a11 1
• At which 

point, the four booksellers drew up the following statement: 

'We the black booksellers have tried our best to save 
whatever situation may now arise. We offered the officials 
of the Department of Coloured Relations all the co­
operation at our disposal to explain to Mr Arendse and 
others the true set-up of the whole situation but they 
all preferred to ignore us. Obviously to them the black 
booksellers' feelings and advice were (and still are) of 
minor importance. So we now have no alternative but to 
leave the entire matter to the Public of the Republic 
of our beloved South Africa to judge the consequence. 1 

Their final move was to send a delegation to see the PFP 

Parliamentary spokesperson on 'coloured affairs', Colin Eglin. 

Eglin submitted a set of written questions on the matter to the 

Minister of Coloured Relations. In reply, the Minister gave the 

following reasons for the decision to place the book orders direct 

with publishers. 

'A large number of the books required are not in 
stock and must be reprinted. A publisher cannot reprint 
a book before he has established the need and this he 
can only do once he has received all the orders. · 

'The survey to establish the shortage of books was 
conducted by the Head Office of the Department of Coloured 
Relations. If the normal procedures were to be followed~ 
all the survey forms would have to be referred to the 
13 Regional Offices of the Department for the placing 
of the prescribed official orders with the booksellers 
concerned. The booksellers would then have to order 
the books from the publishers in order to execute the 
orders. 

'As early delivery of the books is a matter of urgency 
and the usual procedures time consuming, the Department 
decided as an exception to place the orders direct with 
the publishers to ensure that the majority of the books 
would be avai"lable at the schools by the beginning of the 
third school quarter. 1 
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If th2 approach used in this seemingly reasonable explanation were 
applied to the regular requisition of books, what really Llight be 
questionable, would be the usual procedure followed. Yet. in reply 
to another of Eglin's questions, the Minister confirmed that the 
normal procedure would continue to be followed. The Minister provided 
the names of the publishers with whom his Department were placing 
the orders as well as the value of the order with each publisher: 

Na sou 
Jut a 
Tafel berg 
Maskev1 Mi 11 er 
Perskor 
Human Si Rossouw 

R513 552 
198 645 
183 374 
165 803 

51 268 
20 805 

Over and above these orders, a number of books had to be ordered 
from sundry overseas publishers as well as various smaller local 
publishers. These orders, to the combined value of R372 217, the 
above-mentioned larger publishers had agreed to place. Eglin had 
also asked whether the publishers were to receive publishers' or 
booksellers' prices on these special orders; the Minister 1 s reply 
was the former. The publishers would also be responsible for 

delivering the books to the individual schools. 

The booksellers, in turn, claimed that the publishers did not 
have the machinery to deliver ad hoc mass orders. /\lthough it \\'a.S 

granted that some of the ordered books started arriving wHhin a 
fortnight, they maintained that \'Jhat took the publishers six weeks 
they were equipped to have accomplished in three. Furthermore, one 
of the four booksellers alleged in an interview that the. OCR had not 
been giv~n more than the usual 7~% discount. This allegation could 
not be definitely substantiated but, if accurate, would have meant 
that the publishers did indeed charge booksellers' prices thereby 
helping themselves to a profit margin even more handsome than usual. 
The aggrieved bookseller interviewed claimed that the bonanza would 
have been worth ~pproximately R90 000 to him in turnover. The four 
Black booksellers believed that together they had suffered a turnover­
loss in the region of R.400 000 as a resu1t of the bonanza's gerry­
mandering of their terrain. (Interviewee 28; Herald 31.5.80; 

Sunday Times 8.6.80) 
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22 The boycott d·i §'..~ 

22.J. Mid-year break 

During the vacation, students, especially those in Standards 

8 and 10s from several schools returned to classes to take special 

lessons to make up lost time. Students in the Johannesburg area 

C'rganised what they called a 'study blitz' during the holidays to 

make up missed work. In Lenasia, about 200 teachers helped with extra 

coaching for some 2000 students. The teachers were drawn from a 

voluntary educational body, Time-to-Learn, which had been set up a 
few years earlier to helpteach literacy to adults. 

At one point in the holidays, the Committee of 81 issued a 

statement in response to the detention of two more students who were 

both from 13ri dgetovm Senior Secondary, both members of the Cammi ttee 

of 81, and both on the Committ2e 1 s Press Sub·-committee. According 
to the statement, 'The Western Cape representatives are meeting in 

their regional groups to analyse and discuss the school boycott in 

detail and weigh the pros and cons of a prolonged boycott. Further 
detentions are only jeopardising our discussions and will have 
negative effects on the so-called normalisation. 1 lt said the 

release of all detained during the boycott was one of the conditions 
before a return to class could be brought about. Other short-term 

demands which had to have been met, were that all textbooks required 

be supplied free, that school buildings be repaired, that all equip­
ment necessary be supplied, and that SRCs be recognised. Longer-term 
demands specified at this point were that salaries be made equal for 
all teachers irrespective of race or sex, that there be not further 
expulsions nor intimidation, that a wider choice of subjects be 
offered by the next academic year, and that an emergency amount of 
money be set aside for Black schools. (Argus 2.7.80; Herald 5.7.80, 

12.7.80) 

22.2 SchooZ.s re-open: retrospect and prospeet 

The boycott of Cape Town 1 s African schools \·1hen they opened on 
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7 July for the third term was total. In fact, there was a stayaway 
from al1 but one of the four senior secondary schools, Fezeka, where 
students gathered in the middle of the week for an awareness programme. 
In the Eastern Cape, too, students continued their boycott at African 
higher primary and secondary schools. In the rest of the country 
most African schools opened with full attendance. (Argus 8.7.80, 
9.7.80) 

The Committee of 81, on Thursday 10 July, announced its de~ision 
that the boycott should continue until al] the students' demands had 
been met at Coloured, Indian as well as African schools. In a state­
ment they said, 'W~ shall continue with greater determination in our 
boycott and mobilise all community and student forces we can behind 
our legitimate demands. Only with concrete proof that these demands 
are and shall be met shall we consider the decision to return to 
classes.' (Argus 10.7.80, 12.7.80) The next Monday, the day before 
the OCR schools were due to open, the Committee of 81 issued another 
statement calling on_ students to return to school to review the boy­
cott. 'The decision to continue or suspend the boycott rests i:rith 
the student mass .... We call on students to discuss the decision 
with their working parents and other groups included in the struggle.' 
The Committee said a return to class would depend on the reaction of 
the State. 'If the State refuses to meet our short-term demands, 
continues with the detention of people, does not lift the ban on 
meetings and withdraws application forms, the decision-making process 
will be prolonged.' {Argus 14.7.80) 

Meanwhile, a pamphlet had appeared from which the following is 
extracted: 

'SCHOOLS RE-OPEN ON THE 15 July. Because of the ban on 
meetings we, as students, were unable to democratically 
work out a unified plan of action. This resulted in a 
breakdown in commun·i ca ti on, co-ordination and organi sat-ion.' 
I Given the ban on meetings' HOW DO f{E ORGANISE' OURSELVES? 

1 THE tENTRE of student activity has always been the school. 
The basis for student organisation and action has been the 
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school. We should now utilise our school grounds to its 
fullest. Together with our SRC's and working bodies we 
sha11 make our decisions and together move forward. 
Some suggestions for classroom discussion on Tuesday 
(15 July - when the DCR schools were scheduled to open) 
are:-

1. What should our short-tenn demands be? .... 
2. Under ~1hat conditions ?hall we suspend the boycott? 
3. How should awareness programmes be organised? 
4. How do we support the meat workers in their 

struggle? 
5. How do we effectively boycott City TramvJays? · 
6. Boycott as a weapon of struggle. 
7. What is a democratic independent SRC? What 

should be the power structure in our schools 
now - (relationship between principal, staff 
and pupils). 

8. The future of the Committee of 81. 
9. Campaigns we could organise (eg. release 

detainee campaign, fund-raising, support for 
student demands). 

10. Discussions on the content of racist education 
subjects. 

'SUGGESTIONS AND decisions taken by individual schools re­
garding action i11 the coming week/months should be taken 
down by the working bodies and SRC 1 s. These will be for­
warded to regional meetings where mandates will be formu-
lated. These will be brouaht to committee meetinqs where \ 
a democratic decision abouf the way forward can b~ taken -
in accordance with the WILL of thimajority.' (Document 30) 

~Jhen the OCR schools opened, it was only students in the ~Jes tern Cape 

who did not resume regular classes. Attendance rates in the Peninsula 
reportedly ranged between 75 and 100%. The great majority.of those 
required to sign readmission forms, namely, students at the training 
colleges, signed them. Some students started with normal classes; 
others met to consider what to do. On Wednesday, 16 July, a spokes­
person for the Committee of 81 announced that an overwhelming majority 
of schools had voted in favour of resuming normal classes and that the 
boycott was therefore suspended as from the next day. In a short state­
ment, the Committee committed itself to continuing to campaign actively 
for the attainment of all the students' demands. (Argus 15.7.80; 
16.7.80) 

The Committee of 8l 1 s account of the students• reasons for 
resuming classes was contained in the last important: pamphlet to hav<:~ 

been associated with the boycott. It is reproduced in full below: 
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'We, the Western Cape representatives of the students 
of Azania, have decided to ca11 for an end to the class 
boycott. This decision has been motivated by political 
necessity, taking into full account the present state 
of the class warfare. 
'We are aware that there are many students who feel that 
the class boycott ought to continue because our short 
term demands have not been met by the state. We there·· 
fore find it absolutely necessary to explain exactly 
why we have made the decision to return to classes .... 

Pirstiy, if we continue to boycott on the basis of our 
previous demands (short term demands not being met) and 
on our recently acquired demands (the unconditional 
release of all detainees connected to the boycott), 
then we are attempting to barter with the state from a 
position of weakness. Our forces have been demoralised 
by the police and the army of the State. It is our duty 
as leaders that we recognise the present position we are 
in and then take this a step further by recognising that 
our task is to reconstitute our forces. What this means 
in practise, is that we can only do this once students 
have gone back to classes. Our walls of resistance as 
a unified student front have got to be reconstructeds 
rebuilt and rehardened so as to weather any future storm. 
Our duty is to concentrate our energies in the building 
up of powerfuls effective and autonomous SRC 1 s, PTSA's 
and cultural societies at our schools. Once we have done this, 
then we could consider bartering with the State. 

Seaondly, the class boycott cannot be seen in isolation 
to the ger;ercd trend of events in the country. Here, 
what we have taken into account in our analysis and 
thereby in our call for a discontinuation of the class 
boycott, is the question of where do we, as students, 
fit into the fight for the total liberation of the 
oppressed. What we have learnt through our collective 
experience in the class boycott is that we, as students, 
cannot begin to challenge and seek confrontation with 
the State. We have learnt that to seek confrontation 
with the State is youthfully adventurous and we have 
begun to realise the very serious nature of the conflict 
which exists between the rulers and the ruled. We further 
recognise that the backbone of the economy, upon which 
the capitalist rests, is the workers. Thus we have 
realised that our students, being an economically non­
productive sector of the oppressed, can only serve as a 
support to the workers, who alone have the power to change 
society fundamentally, in their to-the-death fight against 
the capitalists. In other words, even though we have 
triggered off the 1980 boycott mechanism, we have got to 
see the limitations of the class boycott. Thus, we have 
to see ourselves not as spearheading a boycott anymore, 
but as a sector of the oppressed acting at all times in 
support of the workers in their organised and calculated 
battle against the capitalists. 
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How can we support the workers? 
This we achieve by keeping our forces intact and not in 
disarray. This we achieve by organising ourselves at. 
our schools and in our community organisations. We have 
to know our battlefield and once the exact positions of 
all the trenches and lookout posts, only then could we 
advance the sJogan: 
WORKERS OF AZANIA UNITE ..... and understand its full 
implications. 

Thirdly, on the question of detainees: no ca'Jl s or 
demands made by us for the unconditional release of our 
comrades in detention will in any way affect State pol icy 
unless these calls or demands are made from a position 
of strength. We know that our comrades are experiencing 
severe physical and psychological hardships at the hands 
of the enemy and we salute our comrades. Let us say 
to their jailers that the detentions serve as added fuel 
to the fl arnes of 1 iberty. 

'THE CLASS STRUGGLE AHEAD IS A LONG ONE CONTAINING 
MANY CURVES AND MANY BENDS, AND OUR DUTY IS TO 
REMAIN ON THIS ROAD; 
THE FUTURE IS OURS ... IT BELONGS TO US. '(Document 25) 

22.3 The boycott prolonged 

The boycott did not, however, end on 17 July. At the schools 
under the DET, there was no serious question even of it ending. A 

student quoted in the press at the time gave as the primary reason 

that 'The Government has not even started to meet our shcirt-term 
demands.' Furthermore, African students started claiming that they 
had 'no true contact' any longer with the Committee of 81. An I.D. 

Mkize Senior Secondary student was quoted as saying, 'He only hear 
about the decisions of the Com~ittee through the newspapers.'· 

22.4 '1ntra-BZaak' relations in student ranks 

Throughout the boycott and particularly after its suspens-i on 

in the schools under the OCR, one of its most delicate dimensions 
was the relationship between the students classified 'Coloured' and 
'Indian'. and those classified 'Black', i.e. 'African'. Although at 
inter-school leadership level there was considerable contact between 
them - most importantly via the Committee of 81 - contact more 
generally was minimal even between students living in imnediately 
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adjoinfog areas such as Heideveld and Gugu'letu. Few Coloured students 
knew of the Fezeka boycott at the time the boycott in the OCR schools 
began. Coloured students would seem, in spite of the protestations 
to the contrary, to have perceived the boycott as a predominantly 
Coloured struggle. The perception would appear to have been shared 
by African students. 

Local Afr"ican students did not initially favour a. boycott al­
though their representatives on the Committee of 81 at no stage 
attempted to oppose the boycott in the OCR schools. It was, of course, 
not long before the local DET schools joined the boycott. But when 
the Committee of 81 came to suspending it, the decision was taken 
allegedly withoug consulting the African students' representatives. 
It was then, as referred to above, that African students started openly 
admitting to the suspicions \'Jhich they had had about their Coloured 
counterparts: in 1976, they had not only been slow to respond to the 

African students' initiatives but had deserted them and the cause by 
unilaterally returning to school - new they had done it again. In the 
words of a Guguletu student, who had been on the Committee of 81 when 
intervie\'ied by a local newspaper concerning the end of the boycott in 
the OCR schools, 

'They returned to school without any of their long-term 
demands being met. They did the same in 1976 and we 
wonder if we should sti11 trust them. They have betrayed 
us. We will hold out for as long as we can or until our 
demands are met because we know that the department cannot,J-
1 et the situation carry on .indefinitely. ~·Je are detel'mined. 1 

(Herald 30.8.80) 

Another Guguletu student, quoted in the same report, said, 

1 to us it seems as if the so-called coloured students 
were not sincere when they advocated a schools' boycott 
because they ran back to school as soon as some of their 
problems were solved, forgetting that nothing had been 
done for us. The communication we had when the Committee 
of 81 was stin functioning was very real, but now there 
is hardly any communication at all. Sometimes we don't 
know how to view the position because they appear to have 
all the advantages in the Western Cape. Whenever they 
cry, the cry is quickly answered. Are our voices so lm<J 
that nobody hears us?' (Herald 30.8.80) 
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A spokesperson for the /1.frican students, stated,, in late July, 

'We want to discuss whether or not to continue the 
boycott, but the ban on meetings makes this difficult. 
If the ban was lifted~ the main body of students would 
vote in favour of continuation. Their· feeling is that, 
if their demands are not met' the boycott \'Ji 11 have 
been for nothing. On the other hand, a smaller, yet 
significant force, of students believes that the 
boycott should end.' 

At that stage, in Langa, Guguletu and Nyanga, only lower primary 
students from Sub A to Standard 2 were in class. Even they were 
not receiving the lessons prescribed by the DET syllabus. General 
knowledge, left to the teachers' discretion, was being taught instead. 
Meanwhile, many of the Standard 3, 4 and 5 students were attending 
drama, music and art programmes organised in church halls by more 
senior students. The majority of secondary students, however, 
stayed at home. (Herald 26.7.80) Meanwhile, in the Eastern Cape, 
there was a total boycott of DET schools in the form of a ~tayaway. 
Resistance was also developing at secondary schools in the Ciske·i. 
At the University of Fort Hare, a large proportion of the students, 
who returned to campus, left again after they had been issued with 
an ultimatum either to return to lectures or quit the university. 
Outside of the Cape, it seems to have been only in Soweto that there 
were any serious student protests and even there relatively few 
students were involved. Boycotting students at Morris Isaacson 
Senior Secondary stoned an inspector's car. {Argus 16.7.80, 17.7.80, 
30. 7 .80; Herc.1ld 26. 7 .80; Cape Times 5.8.80) 

22.5 Dissension 

The bulk of students in schools under the OCR tried to resume 
their studies. A debate nevertheless, continued to rage between 
those stiil cal1-ing for a protracted boycott~ which they believed 
could disrupt the educational process, and the majority who favoured the 
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boycott' s suspension on the grounds that it vms necessary in order 
to consolidate whatev~r gains had been made. (Interviewee 35; 
Heraid 19.7.80, 26.7.80; Argus 23.7.80, 24.7.80) Students from the 
former category brought out a pamphlet in which they specified the 

fol1owing 'reasons for not returning to normal school 1
: 

'l) We are going to be pushed through and will have to 
work day and night forgetting the struggle and our 
fellow students who have been pushed out. 

2) Our alternative is to get the true history of 
AZANIANS and those who have sacrificed their lives 

3) If we return we desert LANGA, GUGULETU and SOWETO 
and remain the step sons of AZANIA or are we the 
true sons of AZANIA. 

4) Let us stand fi nn and not sway 1 i ke a supp-1 e. reed in 
the blowing wind.' 

1 If v:e turn back now .-... We will remain oppressed.' 
(Document 21) 

Even before the boycott wa.s finally called off, some students had 
started to use the s 1 ogan: 'Ni ks maak 'i e, net boi kot ! (Don't do ar.y-
thi ng, just boycott!) According to a student leader interviewed, 
although no serious leadership elements had endorsed this slogan, 
'it took a hold quite widely'. He had understood its use to indicate 
not only a rejectiorr of the academic lessons to which stu~nts had to 
return but even a reaction against the awareness programmes. (lnterviewea 
35) Furthermore, from as early as the first half of June, certain 
students had had the idea of forming 'squads' to enfo,rce the con­
tinuation of the boycott by, if necessary, phys·ical1y removing 
.boycott-breakers from the classrooms·· 1ittle came of it, however. 

(Interviewee 35) 

Uncertainty reigned in student ranks. Attendance rates in the 
Peninsula were relatively normal during the third term's second week, 
ranging between 70 and 100%. Meanwhile, a student was arrested in 
connection with the distribution of pamphlets after a meeting held at 
the Berg R·iver Senior Secondary Schoo1 in Wellington. There were 
stayaways at Alexander Sinton and Manenberg Senior Secondaries. 
Members of L1ynberg Senior Secondary 1 s SRC were thrown off school 
premises by the principal after he had discovered them holding a 
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meeting in the toilets. More than half the school then walked out 
in protest. The last 35 Rylands Senior Seccndary students still 
holding out were sent home by the pr"incipal. They latet gathered 
at the school gates accompanied by their parents who were required 
to give an undertaking that their children would abide by the school 1 s 
regulations before the students could be reinstated. (Herald 19.7.80, 

26. 7. 00;, /\rgu·s 23. 7 .80, 24. 7 .80) 

22. 6 Cfosures and quirts - m01?e threats and detention_s 

The authorities had meanv-Jhile taken up a completely uncompro­
mising stance. The week before the OCR schools opened, the Minister 
of Police issued a statement that the sporadic outbursts of unrest 
at schools could rio longer be tolerated. He warned that, thenceforth, 
the police would strictly apply Proclamation 1405 published in 
Government Gazette 7115 of 30 June, 1980, which prohibited students 

from gathering on school premises. 

The day before the OCR schools:were scheduled to open, all 
parents of secondary school students received a letter from Arer.dse, 
the Director of Coloured Education. In it he had written as follows: 
1 1 am convinced that~the authorities are deeply concerned about solving 
the problems in education. Consequently, I take the liberty of app­
roachfog you \'Jith the request to give the authorities the opportunity 
of proving their sincerity. 1 The next day, the Administration of 
Coloured Relations sent out a circular letter stating that it had 
been anticipated that the situation would have returned to normal 
by the beginning of the third term. The letter warned that, if the 
situation remained 'abnormal 1 on any day thereafter, the affected 
schools would be closed. Furthermore, if schools were closed$ students 
would be readmitted only at the personal request of their parents. 

These were no idle threats. By the end of the third week of 
the ne~ quarter at least five schools had been closed. Klein 
Nederburg Junior Secondary was closed after a group of students, 
gathered in the school grounds, had been disperesed by police 
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wielding 'quirts'. Also outside the Peninsula, Noorder Paar·! Senior 
Secondary Vias closed. t·Jynberg Senior Secondary vJas closed after the 
walkout already described. Arcadia and Modderdam Senior Secondary 
Schools were next to be closed. Finally, Elsies River Senior Secondary 
was closed after several students were expelled for requesting to hold 

( 

a welcome-back party for one of their number~ Terence Nicholls, who had 
been released from Victor Vorster Prison where he had been in detention 
for over two months. -(Argus 10.7.80, 15.7.80, 16.7.80, 24.7.80, 25.7.80, 

30.7.80, 31.7.80~ 6.8.80; Herald 16.8.80) 

The authorities responsible for the African schools were in this 
period directing their threats at the teachers and parents. Towards 
the end of July, the DET issued a statement pointing out that facilities 
for 'black scholars 1 in the Western Cape and certain other areas had 
not been used for months. It warned that it would have no other choice 
but to make alternafive arrangements if not used. 'We have got to 
utilise the teachers. They cannot sit.around doing nothing and get 
paid for it.' This was followed a few days later by a warning from 
Owens that, if the boycott continued, his Department 'might have to 
consider re-allocating school building projects to areas which are 
unaffected by the boycott. 1 He also threatened th&t teachers might 
have to be used in other areas. In Soweto, at least two schools were 
closed down - Morris Isaacson Senior Secondary until the fo 1 "lowing 
year and Mapatha Tswana Senior Secondary indeffoitely. Demonstrating 
students in the Ciskei were on various occasions badly beaten ~P by 

Col. Sebe 1 s police. General harassment and detention of students 
continued in many parts of the country. (Argus 29.7.80, 30.7.80, 
1.8.80, 6.8.80) 

22.7 Resumption of classes reconsidered 

During the new term's second week, students at many schools were 
reconsidering their decision to return to classes. The main factors 
leading· to this reconsideration were the African students' continuation 
of the boycott as \.':ell as what they experienced as the slovmess of the 
Government's response to their short-term demands. ,n, meeting of what 
was left of the Committee of 81 was held to discuss vihat had been 
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happening and in particular an allegation by the African schools that 

they had neen left out of decisions. The outcrnne was a statement 

announcing that the Committee. of 81 was not to be dissolved but, 

because of 'difficulties experienced', was to be restructured, and 

ca 1'I ing for a further week's boycott from Monday, 28 July. The reason 

given for this call was that all their short-term demands had not been 

met. The great majority of students decided, ho\'Jever, not to respond 

to this call and most OCR schools continued their readjustment to 
classes. It was not without conflict. ·For example, at John Ramsay 

Senior Secondary students decided not to write a particular setv:ork 

examination. A few of them then changed their minds and went back to 

class to write it. Two of those standing outside boycotting the 

examination took such extreme exception to this that they interrupted 

those writing and tried to tear up their scripts. {Herald 26.7.80, 

9.8.80; Argus 28.7.80) 

22.8 Af 
. 7 ri-cans at-one 

The following week, starting Monday~ 4 Augusts only students at 

the African secondary and higher primary schools in the Western Cape 
and parts of the Eastern Cape were still formally boycotting. In 

Soweto) some students hed taken up the rents issue. In one incident, 
students from four Diepkloof schools protesting against the increases 

in township rents stoned passing lorries and vans. The students, 

numbering about 4500, had gathered at a local school with the in­
tention of marching peacefully to the rent offices where they would 
stand silently with their placards reading 'Away with Rent Increases• 
and 'Rent: We Won't Pay'. (Argus 7.8.80) A degree of boycotting and 
conflict with the authorities continued at a few OCR schools in the 
Peninsula. Arcadia Senior Secondary was stin closed and E1sies 

River Senior Secondary was closed as late as 8 August (Argus 14.8.80; 
Herald 16.8.80) 

There was no sharper conflict at this stage than that which 
occurred at Arcadi rJ Senior Secondary. Aft.er having been closed for 
two weeks students were allowed back on Monday~ 11 August, on conditior1 
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that the readmission forms were signed. Many students, however, 
refused to have anything to rlo with the readmission forms and the 
principal turned them away. 'What could I do? I was as much under 
instruction as anybody else•, he explained. A few of the students 
proceeded to slash the tyres on the cars of parents who had come 
to sign the forms as well as some of the teachers while the rest 
staged a ;narch around the school grounds carrying placards which 
accoused their principal of being, inter atia, a 1 puppet 1 and a 
'CAD agent•. The march ended up outside the principal 1 s office. 
One student threw something at the principal but was iAstantly 
reprimanded by othc=r students. Those leading the demonstration were 
not going to permit any violence against the principal and they 
blocked the students from moving any nearer the office. Talking 
abou~ it in retrospect, the principal said, 1 1 never felt in any 
danger VJhatsoever. I was rather amused by a 11 this really. I 
didn't feel there was any malice behind it. It was a political thing.' 

Two days later, when most students at Arcadia were back in class, 
the circuit inspector came to check on progress since it was one of 
the last OCR schools to 'normalise•. While he and the principal were 
in the office a group of students mounted a demonstration outside. 
They also deflated the tyres on the inspector's car. The principal 
went out to cut them off before they reached the office and warned 
them that with the inspector on the premises .there really would be trouble. 
After he had left the office, the inspector telephoned the police who 
arrived while the principal was still talking to the students. The 
students, under the impression that this was the principal 1 s doing, 
were dispersed by the police. Four of the students were arrested and 
charged with trespassing but later released on payment R5 admission of 
guilt fines. (Interviewee 6; Argus 14.8.80) 

22.10 Scapegoat 

The Minister of Police seemed pleased to have the last word. 
After the boycott in DCR schools had definitely ended and the Committee 
of 81 had to all intents and purposes collapsed - of which develo~nents 
one should be able to presume Le Grange was aware - he si_ngled the 



275 

Committee of 81 out for special public attack on at least two occas·ions. 

On 12 August, he told a pL!blic rneet1r.g in Pretoria that the Committee 1 s 

activities had gone beyond airing grievances about Coloured Education 

to the point where the power of the state was being openly challenged. 
1 It is clear,• he stated, 1 that their real aim is the overthrowing 

of the present order.' (Argus 13.8.80) On 21 August, the Minister 

again turned public attention to the Committee of 81. 'I am not 

prepared to take any notice of them nov1, as they are unrepresentative.' 
He claimed moreover that those by then controlling the body were not 
even students. 

'They are just a small group of troublemakers. I \<1ou·1d go 
so far as to say that they are part-and-parcel of a par-
ticular programme operating in South Africa ...... None of 
them has had the guts to come forward and identify him­
self. I ask why this is. They are not solving problems 
but causing them. 1 {Cape Times 22.8.80) 

Ironically the Committee of 81 barely existed to do either by that 
stage. 

22.11 Stu.dents' views on the end 

Students' views varied on why the boycott had ended when it had. 

Those who were interviewed gave the reasons which follow. Students had 

been becoming 'lackadaisical'. They had been treating the boycott as a 

'holiday' - staying at home and 'doing their own thing'. (Interviewee 4) 

Morale had been dropping as the boycott dragged on longer. ( Intervi e'::ee 
54) ~tudents were saturated and could be politicised no further at 

that stage (Interviewee 38) - even the avJareness programmes had become 

'useless' (Interviewee 27) Some had decided to start studying because 
they wanted to write their examinations at the end of the year. 
(Interviewee 4) Such students believed that 'you can't go ahead in 
life and you can 1 t fight this Government if you haven't got education' 
and had been feeling that their school work was being allowed to 'lag'. 
{Interviewee 54) 'They wanted to pass' - any education was better than 
none: 'It is not what you are learning that counts - it~s actually, like, 

just having your certificate. With that you can go further - perhaps 
become a teacher or whatever - and contribute to the struggle.• 
(Interviewee 7) 'Towards the end things were really falling apart and 
the Committee had serious organisatfona1 problems - a lot of the leader­
sh·ip were detained and those, \!Jho were not~ ~vere getting very cautious 
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about their own positions•. The Committee of 81 v.ias also very divided 
(Interviewee 48) It was felt th9t if the boycott di·d continue, the 
police would do their utmost to end it and that it was better to 
bring it to an end themselves than 'suffer much greater disaster' later. 
(Interviewee 54) Students were becoming scared by police intimidation, 
on the one hand, and by what might happen to their results at the end 
of the year, on the other. (Interviewee 54) They had also come to 
realise that they could not contir.ue boycotting indefinitely and that 
the major demands· could not be met in the short-term. (Interviewee 38) 
In .resuming classes, they had, in fact, had no choice. (Interviewee 7) 
Finally, students had come to the conclusion that it was tactically 
wrong to press on and that they were 'kidding• themselves: 'You can't 
keep a boycott going indefinitely in the face of parent pressure, 
pressure from the cops, and your own saturation. 1 (Interviewee 27) 

22.12 Isolated protests 

The rest of the year saw only relatively isolated protests in 
schools under the OCR. For example, at Livingstone Senior Secondary 
School one Friday morning, just after the end of the, boycott, a grotip 
of Muslim students decided to attend mosque that afternoon. Although 
the Department had some years previously sent out directives that 
Muslim stud2nts were to be allowed to attend Friday prayers, Living­
stone had always refused to let them go. They approached the principal, 
R.S. Evans, for permission but he would not give it. The group of 
approximately 70 students went to mosque anyway that afternoon and 
were reprimanded by Evans on their return. The dispute continued 
until two weeks later 80 boys, who had jumped over the fence to attend 
mosque in defiance of the principal~ were expelled. Whereupon 50 girls 
walked out in protest and they too were expelled. Evans told the press 
that, 1 The school committee and the staff decided that the school was 
to continue to run without regard to any person 1 s religious persuasion~. 1 

After further protest and public pressure the 130 expelled students 
were reinstated unconditionally and the school committee decided that 
Muslim students should be allowed _to attend Friday mosque. {Herald 
2.8.80, 16.8.80; Argus 15.8.80) 
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Approximately a month after the end of the boycott, students at 
two schools burnt, tore up and threw away their Afrikaans school 
dictionaires - the 'Beknopte Verklarende Woordeboek' compiled by 
M.S.B. Kritzinger - in protest _against it containing words which 
were derogatory and offensive to Black people. P.t Macassar Senior 
Secondary School, near The Strand; students also threatened to throw 
the dictionaries at an inspector. At Gordons Senior Secondary, in 
Somerset West, they threw dictionaries at the inspector's car and he 
was forced to leave. These protests resulted in the publishers under­
taking an urgent revision of the dictionary. The nature of the protest 
and its effectivity was of more significance than the fact that the 
modifications actually made were widely felt to be less than adequate. 
{Argus 27.8.80; Herald 6.9.80) 

The last two public protests during 1980 in schools under the 
OCR - one over physical conditions, the other against incessant fund­
ra1srng - v1ere carried out by primary students. The students of 
Squarehil 1 Primary School used their lunch breaks on two consecutive 
days in September to protest against the inadequate fencing of their 
school grounds which had lead to the indiscriminate use of the premises· 
as a thoroughfare as well as to the harassment of younger students by 
'hoodlums' (Herald 20.9.80) In October, some 300 students ut Voorspoed 
Primary School, in Hanover Park, staged a mass walkout after being told 
by the principal, A. Phillips, to leave because they did not want to 
participate in a planned 'big walk'~ Why they objected to the big 
walk was partly because the Friday on which it was to have been held 
was a public holiday but, more importantly, because the.Y felt that they 
had had too many fundraising efforts already that year. Those who 
did not bring their 'sponsorship' cards were told to go home and not 
return. Most of them fetched their Mothers who accompanied them back 
to insist that the school reudmit them. (Herald 11.10.80) 

23.1 The boycott taken fo1">Ward 

The boycott was taken fon<Jard by students in schools under the 
OET. In the Eastern Cape there hud begun to be moves to return to 
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school. On 21 August, the Port Elizabeth Students Council (Pesco) -
a committee of some 20 students which in Port Elizabeth played a role 

similar to that of the Regional Committee in Cape Town - announced 

their decision to call off the boycott. Whether this decision was 
reversed or whether the call was simply not heeded, the boycott 
continued. 

··23. 2 Parents divided 

On the la.st day of August, a Sunday, over 8000 boycotting students 

and their parents attended a mass meeting chafred by the Revd James 
Haya, chairperson of the Port Elizabeth Parents 1 Committee. The 
decision of the meeting was that, if the students' short-term demands 

had been fully met, they should return to school o~ 15 September. The 

short-term demands which would have had to have been met 3 were that 
students detained in connection with the boycott be. released, that 
expelled or suspended students be readmitted to schools or universities 
unconditionally, that transfer~ed teachers be reinstated in their 

original schools, and that an elected committee be recognised as the 
only group to deal with grievances - convnittees elected by teachers 

would not be recognised. The long-term demands specified were for a 
unified, compulsory and free educational system for a11 and equal 
salaries for teachers of all races. The day before this meeting~ 
parents from areas where students were boycotting had decided at a 

joint meeting to form a single parents committee in the Cape. (Argus 
22.8.80, 1.9.80) In Cape Town, Standards 3 to 10 classes were empty. 
Organised student leadership was provided by the Regional Committee. 
Parental support was given organised expression by the Parents Action 
Committee. {PAC). 

Parents were by no means united behind the boycott, hov1ever. At 
one point, for example, two meetings held at different times on the 
same day in the same venue and both attended by parents each, re­
spectively, directed the student body in opposite directions. At a 
morning meeting on Monday, 1 September, parents, teachers and members of 

the school committees of the four 1 oca l senior secondary schools under 
DET unanimously agreed that students should return to school immediately. 
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The approximately 600 people, who attended, decided that parents 
should encourage their children individually to resume their classes. 
That evening, a meeting of parents called by the PAC rejected the 
earlier meetings conclusion that the boycott should be ended. Members 
of the students' Regional Committee attended ~he evening meeting but 
were not allowed to contribute to the deliberations. The position of 
this meeting was that, by saying the textbooks demanded would be supplfod 
once students had returned to class, DET was indicating a preparedness 
to meet only one of the students• demands. Said one parent, 1The fact 
that the Department is transferring school teachers to other areas is 
a clear indication that the Department is not interested in sorting 
out the children's grievances. 1 The parents' decision was that until 
DET •sorted out' all grievances, the students would continue with the 
boycott. The following day a further meeting was held, aimed at 
uniting the PAC and school committees. In a statement read out at the 
meeting, the Regional Committee called for the resignation of all 
school committees in Langa, Guguletu and N.Yanga. 'The resignation of 
the school committees shou1d be made public to show solidarity with 
the schoo 1 boycott, because the Government has fa i1 ed to 1 i sten to 
grievances presented by the school comP.1ittees. 1 The statement added 
that, after their resignations, members df the school committees would 
be elected on merit to serve on the PAC. The meeting was, however, 
unable to come to any implemeritable decisions as a result of its poor 
attendance by both parents and members of the school committees -
fewer than a hundred parents and only four of the more than 300 

members of school committees attended. (Argus 14.8.80, 2.9.80~ 3.9.80) 

23. 3 m.timatum from the authorities 

Early in September, DET gave students one 'last chance• to 
return to class. The Minister, Dr F. Hartzenberg, issued a statement 
in which he emphasised. that any further delay in the resumption of 
teaching would result in syllabuses not being covered. Students, 
who had returned to school, he said, had done so not with the 
intention of studying - 'they continued to disrupt their own education 

-
and to organise further boycotts•. Hartzenberg announced that, as 
the time factor had.becom critical, certain steps 0ere to be taken 
1 to ensure the continued education of the children of those parents 
who take education seriously'. Firstly, on 4 and 5 September all 
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higher primary junfor secondary, and senior secondary schools in 
specified areas would be closed. The areas were Guguletu, Langa 
and Nyanga "in Cape Town, New Brighton, l~a lmer, Kwazakhe 1 e and 
z,;qi de in Port Elizabeth, Kwanohub 1 e in Ui tenhage, as we 11 as in 
Grahamsto\'m, Moyake High Primary, Nts i ka Junior Secondary and 
Nathaniel Nyaluza Seconda1~ Schools. Secondly, parents who wished 
their children to continue with their education were instructed to 
apply on Saturday, 6 September, for re-registration - in person and 
accompanied by the student - at the school where their children 
had been enrolled. Thirdly, after the schools had been re-opened 
on Monday) 8 September, 1with a view to normalising the school 
programmes and compensating for loss of time', the school day would 
be extended, extramural activities would be temporarily suspended, 
the school holiday would be waived and special study material would 
be made available to students. Finally, the Minister issued three 
related threats. Schools would be closed for the rest of the year 
if there was not 'effective teaching and learning'. Students, who 
failed to re-enrol or failed to pursue normal cltisses as fron 8 

·September, would forfeit the right to sit for the end-of-year exam­
inations. Whether or not build"ing and other development programmes 
in the specified areas would be continued, would also depend on the 
students• response on 8 September. (Die Burger 28.8.80; Argus 4.9.80) 

23.4 Refusal to re-register 

Accordirig to DET, less than 5000, or less than 50%, of the Cape 
Town students required to re-register if they intended returning to 
school did so. However, a meeting of more than 400 parents and 500 
students.held on the Sunday night before the schoo1s were to re­
open, reaffirmed that the boycott would continue until all the 
students• demands had been met .. In line with the ultimatum issued 
by the mass meeting in Port Elizabeth precisely a week previously, 
they gave DET until 15 September to do so. The meeting also 
accused the schoo 1 committees of co i1 aborat ·ing \'Ji th the Government 
and ordered their members to resign so that they could be replaced 
by the PAC. {Jl.rgus 8.9.80, 9.9.80) The next day was Monday, 
8 September, and only 3042 of the 4704 students who had re-registered 
over the weekend came to school. 
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23.5 Intimidation and violence 

Some of the militant boycotters could apparently not count­
enance the latter lack of solidarity and proceeded that same afternoon 
to beat up in.their classrooms a number of the students who had re­
registered and returned to class as well as some teachers. This 
task of intimidation, abetted by rapid rumours thereof, instantly 
produced the effect presumably desired. The next day, attendance 
fell off sharply. At one of the schools where students and teachers 
were beaten up, 236 students attended on the Monday and the next day 
none. At .another school~ which had not itself been the victim of 
physical intimidation but which was rife with rumours, where 254 
out of a total of 560 students came on Monday, only 63 were there 
on Tuesday. Similarly, yet another school which had an attendance 
of 233 on Monday had only 50 students on Tuesday. 

Tuesday saw violence coming from two sides. During the day, 
police batoned and dispersed a group of about 150 students who had 
gathered in a Guguletu church hall to discuss the boycott. (Argus 

9.9.80, 10.9.80) That night students made 'examp1es 1 of one person 
from each of the four DET senior secondary schools. First, they 
went to the home of P. Tukulu, principal of Sizamile Senior Secondary 
School. Finding him not there, they terrorised his family before 
burning the house to the ground. They then moved to the home of 
the principal of Fezeka Senior Secondary School, where they over­
turned his car in front of the gate and burnt it. Next, they broke 
every window in the house of a teacher at I.D. Mkize Senior Secondary 
School. And, finally, they stoned out the windows at the home of 
a Langa Senior Secondary student who had refused to support the boy­
cott. (Interviewee 26; Argus 10.9.80) 

Later that week, in Bochum,Lebowa, secondary students set fire 
to their principal 's house after which 56 of them were arrested. The 
following week, students at Imingcangathelo Junior Secondary School, 
in the vicinity of Alice, stoned the principal) S. Jara, to death. 
(Argus 10.9.80, 16.9.80) 
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The PAC responded to the violence of police and intimidators 

with a statement in which they said that 1 Violence cannot be condoned, 

whether it be from the communHy or the police.' (Argus lJ..9.80) 

23.6 The year abandoned 

Numbers at Cape Tovm 1 s African higher primary and secondary 

-~chools continued to dwindle until, by the end of the week, classes 

were onte more completely empty. Meanwhile, on 9 September, 
Hartzenberg had announced the indefinite closure of all higher 

primary and secondary schools - bar one each for those few students 
still attending classes - in Port Elizabeth and Uitenhague. By this 
stage, many of the boycotting African students in the Peninsula 
had given up any possibility of going back to classes that year. 

There was, however, little to replace school for these young people. 
Children 6f all ages were daily to be seen sitting, playing, walking, 
talking in the streets. A journalist, writing at the time, described 

the picture as one of 'direction1essness, uncertainty and frustration. 1 

Many tried to find jobs - very few had any luck. Some applied for 
admission to schools in the Transkei and a few even tried to get into 
OCR schools. About 50 students registered at the Nyanga Arts Centre 
but most of them did not attend regularly. The majority just waited 

for 1981 when they planned to continue with their schooling. (Argus 
11.9.80, 15.9.80) 

23.7 Schools closed 

A fortnight after DET had carried through the closure-re­
registration-re-opening exercise$ the Minister closed 74 Cape schools 
for the rest of the year. This meant in Guguletu, langa and Nyanga 
alone some 11 014 students from 14 schools not completing their year's 
education. Six hundred students from two schools in Paarl were affected, 
as were 1 223 from two schools in Worcester. In the Cape as a whole, 
but excluding Kimberley, 19 senior secondary schools, with a combined 
enrolment of 15 702 students and 37 higher primaries with 26 370 
students, were closed. Only in Kimberley were lower primary schools 
closed - 10 lower primary schools along with 4 higher pr-imaries and 
4 senior secondary schools. Altogether approximatf-!1.Y 55 165 students 
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were affected by this round of closures. One school in Soweto was 

still closed as were those in Port Elizabeth and Uitenhague. A 

further three outside the Cape were closed in Bloemfontein. By 

early in October, 80 schools, plus several in Lebowa, had been 
closed and well over 60 000 students had to come to terms with the 

·now inescapable reality that they were to lose a year of schooling. 
(Argus 9.9.80, 10.9.80, 22.9.80, 23.9.80; Cape Times 20.9.80, 
26.9.80; Star 8.10.80) 

Over and above the schools out of which the students had been 

locked for the rest of the year, there were a number of others which 
were open in little more than a nominal sense. This was the case in 
Bloemfontein, East London, Kimberley, Grahamstown, Fort Beaufort and 
Pietersburg as well as throughout the Ciskei. In every single centre 

in the Ciskei, there were schools being boycotted and, even in the 
rural areas, chi 1 dren ~'Jere coming out on boycott. There were numerous 
clashes between police and students reported and, for example, in the 

last week of October alon~, more than 900 st~dents were arrested there. 
In summary, after schools opened in July there were DET schools boy­

cotted in at least 26 cities and towns throughout the country. The 
level of tension in the African townships where this resistance had 
risen to the surface was extremely high. For instance, the East 
London representative of the South African Institute of Race Relations 
said of Mdantsane, 'it's never been so tense, not even in 1 76 1

• Natal, 
however, remained unaffected and only two schools in Soweto were 
touched. (Star 2.10.80) 

23. 8 Inco1•porat-ion of the 'lower primaries 

The last turn taken by the boycott 1 s development in the Peninsula 
before the end of the year was when a call was made for the partici­
pation of lower primary schools from 6 October. This was an attempt to 
close down Cape Town's system of DET schooling in its entirety. This 
approach was adopted at a meeting held in Guguletu on 24 September 
when students decided that no child should be taught Bantu Education. 
In the Eastern Cape~ PESCO also called upon lower primary students and 
their parents to support the boycott. As explained by PESCO's chair-



284 

person, Duna Larnani, they vJanted the l m-ver primary students to boy­

cott not only as a show of solidarity but also because, if they con­

tinued with their schooling, those who wrote their final examinations 
would the foilowing year fill the places of the boycott-ing senior 

students, thus defeating the aim of the boycott. Allegations were 
made that both in the Western and Eastern Cape many were intimidated 

into heeding the call. A number of Port Elizabeth and Uitenhague 
-students were, in fact, arrested or detained for alleged intimidation 

of lower primary students. A spokesperson for .boycotting students 

in Cape Town told a journalist at the time that intimidation was a 

'necessary evil' in order to bring about a change in the education 

system. Whether or not intimidation was initially, or remained, 
a sig.nificant factor, attendance at most lower primary schools in 

Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and Utt~nhag~e was for the rest of the year 

well below 30% and at many nil. There was substantial division of ,. 

opinion on the lower-primary schools boycott, however. Even a member 

of the PAC resigned because she could not reconcile herself to this 
aspect of the boycott. (Herald 25.10.80, 29.11.80; Argus 9.10.80, 

13.10.80, 5.11.80) 

23.9 The last demonstration 

The last reported demonstration of the year arose from a small 

pre-school being evicted from a bungalow at Sonwabo Lower Primary 

School which the principal had allowed a teacher to use for that 
purpose from the beginning of the year but which the school had 
then decided to se 11. Twenty-two toddlers mardH~d down NYl in 

Guguletu with placards protesting against their eviction and appealing 
to the people for help. One placard read, 'Who would like to adopt 
us?' (Argus 25.11.80) 

23.10 Dissolution of school corronittees 

The last move made by DET before the end of the year was to 

dissolve all secondary school committees in Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, 
Uitenhague and Graharnstown. This was in response to repeated allega­
tions from students, parents and the broader township communities that 
the school committees lacked a mandate from parents. Hartzenberg 



285 

announced on 19 November that he had given instructions that new 

school committees be constituted and elections be held on 30 November. 

The PAC gave organisational expression to a widespread rejection of 
the school committees as being government bodies. The turnout on 

election day, in Guguletu, Langa and Nyanga, was so poor that the 

school inspectors postponed the elections until further notice. 
· (Argus 20.11.80; Herald 13.12.80) 

23. 11 With dete1w1ination into the New .Year· 

Students' commitment to their cause in Guguletu, Langa and 

Nyanga seemed not to have waned by the time the DET schools were 

scheduled to re-open on 13 January, 1981, and feelings still ran 

high. A local newspaper interviewed at the time a number of the 

students involved to ascertain their attitudes. A Form 4 {Standard 

9) girl stated categorically that no move would be made to return to 

school until the outcome of the trial being held in Hermanus of certain 
students who had been detained in connection with the boycott was 
known - which was supposed to be 26 January. 'And• , said the same 

student, 'even if the outcome is satisfactory we won't automatically 

go back to school. We expect the Government to give us what we have 

been asking for the whole of last year - adequate facilities and enough 
books to go around are just some of the demands. 1 Most of the girls 

interviewed by the newspaper were guarded about the possibility of an 

improvement in 1981. 'We think the Government will give us more,' was 
a fairly common response. The boys tended to be more definitive and 
pessimistic in their assessment. 'The Government won't improve this 
year$ and we won 1 t go back to school. 1 None regretted the boycott for 
they fe 1t it had 'pushed the Government 1

• Severa.·1 , hoi-11ever ~ expressed 
anger at having had to go to such lengths and consequently having 
missed a year's schooling. A seemingly representative attitude was 
articulated by a Fezeka student who summed up the position as follows: 

·'When we boycotted schools in 1976 the authorities asked 
us to return to school and promised to meet our grievances 
once we were back at school. Nothing was don~. Now, again~ 
the authorities want us to return to school before solving 
our grievances. No ways! 1 

· 

{Argus 8.1. 81) 
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Meetings of parents, students and civic leaders were held 
just prior to the schools opening. The decision was that the 
boycott should continue until all the students• demands - short-

and long-term demands including the release of all detained students -
had been met. The Students• Regional Committee announced that lower 
primary students could attend classes but would not write examinations 
at the end of the year. The parents of these Sub A, Sub B, Standard 1 

-·and Standard 2 students would not buy their children 1 s books as these 
should be provided by the Government .. They were a 1 so not to pay school 
fees for 1981. Children, who did go to school) were not to re-
register because they had not been responsible for the schools' closure. 
The Regional Corrunittee at the same time urged the Parents Action 
Committee to continue negotiations with the Government to try and 

deal with the students• grievances .and secure the release of those 
still in detention. (Argus 12.1.81, 13.1.81) 

23.12 More intimidation 

The day the schools opened, Guguletu, Langa and Nyanga \·Jere- rife 

with rumours of action being planned against principals who collaborated 
with the Government in trying to break the boycott. Nine principals of 

. secondary and higher primary schools rece·ived letters threatening 
them with death. The letters claimed they came from an 'underground 
movement 1 ca ·11 ed 81 ack Eye. They .warned the pri nci pa 1 s to cooperate 

with the students. Although the exact wording of the letters differed, 
their contents were similer. The following is extracted from one of 
them: 

'By doing this we are trying to build up your awareness. 
We know that you are after money and yet the Government 
has promise you of the increase of your salaries. What 
does money mean more than thousands of souls. We know 
that Botha is youi~ god. And novJ its high t·irne you look 
after your nation. The better way in order to not lose 
your life you are to exclude yo~rself from the Government. 
The Government has used you as tools of this Bantu Ed­
ucation. Brothers and Sisters of Azania, let us come 
together because we don't want you to lose your life. 1 
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The letter then gave 'orders' that the principal should not accept 

new registrations cir fees and should retain the existing registers. 

If not, it threatened, the principal should resign or 'choose between 
death and money'. (Argus 14.1.81) 

It was not only principals who were threatened. Any students~ 
who might have considered going back to school, were clear of what 

- the consequences might be. Parents who had sent their children 

away to schools in the Ciskei and Transkei because of the boycott 
were also threatened and warned that their children should be back 

by 28 January. {Argus 14.1.81) Later in the week, a meeting of about 
300 students called on all students who had taken jobs during the 

boycott to stop work by 21 January. They also called on all African 

students wh6 had registered at OCR schools in order to continue their 
education during the_ boycott to stop attr::nding by 28 January which 
was the date by when students s vJho had gone to the Bantus tans for 
the same reason, were warned to return to Cape Tmm. The same day 

as the above meeting was held, about 1000 young people surrounded the 
home of a 19-year-old athlete who had been intending to take up a 

athletic scholarship in the USA. They threatened to burn his parents' 
house down and threatened him with dsath if he did not dissociate 
himself from every form of Hhite education and identify him'1f with 
the boycott. (Argus 16.1.81) 

23.13 The end 

r 

A week after the schools had openeds there was still not a single 
student registered at any of Cape Tovm 's DET secondary schools and very 
few at the higher primaries. 01"! 21 January, a six-hour meetfog chaired 
by Haya was held in the Port Elizabeth township of New Br-ighton attended 
by members of PESCO, Casas and at least eleven other Black organisations, 
including the Black Lawyers' Association, the Port Elizabeth Black 
Civic Organisation, several church social bodies, and the Kwazakele 
Rugby Union. The meeting decided to cal 1 the boycott off but with 
~ertain conditions and while reserving to the students their r·ight 
to decide on a further course of action. The conditions, which the 
meeting specified, were that all students who had been at school the 
previous year be readmitted to their former schools unconditionally, 
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that the final deadline for registration be extended
5
.and that the 

Government bring about meani_ngful change in the educat'ion system in 
a reasonable period. (Argus 20.1.81> 22.1.81) 

Some two-and-a-half weeks later~ in Cape Town, a meeting of 
over 500 African students followed suit by also deciding to call off 
the boycott, v!ith certain conditions, and to resume classes on 10 

- February 1981. The conditions were: that the relevant Government 
authorities be given a month to demonstrate in a viable and complete 
way that short-term demands were being met; that students detained 
purely in connection v1ith the boycott be released \'.'ithin a month and 
that a student being held under Section 10 of the Internal Security 
Act, China Talakumeni, be brought back from Grahamstown and released; 
that no further students be detained on school premises where the 
detentions are connected with the boycott; that no vict·imisation of 
students by security police inside or outside school premises take 
place; that students who had the previous year contributed to school 
funds and paid examination fees would be credited with these payments 
in 1981; that students would not have to sign registration forms 
which contained clauses that children had to attend school regularly 
and be subject to school discipline; that students be allowed to form 
SRCs; and that the shortage of books and equi~nent be rectified. 
(Argus 9.2.81; Herald 14.2.81) 

The 1980 students 1 boycott in Cape Town finally came to an end 
on Wednesday, 11 March, 1981. That was the deadline which the students 
had set for the Government to meet the conditions they had laid down 
when they had provisionally resumed classes a month earlier. However, 
a meeting of about 450 students held at Fezeka Senior Secondary School 
dec-ided to suspend the boycott indefinitely. A statement from the 
meeting was released through the Regional Committee. In it, the 
students explained their position: 

'We have come to realise that the intention of the Gov­
ernment is to keep us - black children - uneducated. We 
have decided to suspend the boycott indefinitely and 
resume our studies. Though the boycott is now suspended, 
the struggle against inferior education is continuing. 
Our form of struggle will from now on take on a different 
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complexion and tactics. The moment calls for us not 
to react to the provocation by the authorities in the 
way they want us to, but calls for us to attempt to 
normalise a very abnormal situation.• · 

The new tactic was to be to react to each problem as it was encountered. 
At the same time students stressed that they were still waiting for the 
Government to meet their demands, which included the release of 
detained students, free provision of stationery and textbooks, 
recognition of their SRCs as well as the PAC, and a review of 
increased examination fees. (Argus 12.3.81) So ended the 1980 
Cape Town students• boycott. 
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B. ADDITIONAL ASPECTS 
--~~·---·-----··--·--

1 Students' relationships with teachers and principals -- . ----·-·----------·----t.--____ ,, __ 

The nature of the relationships between the students at a school , 
on the one side, and the teachers and principal, on the other, was 
generally not questioned under the 'normal' conditions prevailing 

prior to the boycott. As determined by the soc-ial structure of the 
schools under investigation, these relationships were intrinsically 
unequal. All authority lay on one side. Teachers and principals 
geherally perceived nothing problematic in their imposition of tf1at 

authority on the students who, for their part, took its legitimacy 
for granted. Teachers were generally accepted as the conveyors, if 
not source,of knowledge where 'knowledge' seemed to refer implicitly 
to VJhatever v;as not knovm frbm experience. Yet an impression gained 

from the interviews was that it was not so much respect as fear 

that the majority of teachers and principals inspired in their students 
through autocratic exercise of their authority which was often 

arbitrary, violent and, as described by certain teachers and students 
interviewed~ even vicious. Where there was respect for the role of 
teacher, there was often none for the teachers who filled theit· role 
\·Jith so 1itt1 e commitment or competence. On the other hand, there 

were also many teachers and a few principals whom students held in 
high esteem and they constituted an influential minority. Teachers, 

for their part, mostly had minimal respect for students, regarding 
them as no more than leaky recepticles into ~vhich it was the teach1~r's 
job to pump information while having little themselves to give apart 
from trouble. 

Most essential to the character of the relationships in question 
was the control of students by staff. This element of control was 
common to every classroom and school "·only how it was maintained, 
varied. It was the latter, however, which made the difference between 
'good' and 'bad' relationships in the perception of students. There 
were teachers and pri nci pa 1 s VJho con11ianded by tht~ cane and re 1 i ed 
heavi'Jy on repression, resulting in resentment and reduced communi -
cation. Others commanded a respect which won them students' cooperation 
and thetevJith control. The latter relied relatively less on punishrnr:~nt 
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and in particular corporal punishment; some were probab1y as un­

authoritarian as the authoritarian .structures would allow. Although 
students' relationships with such teachers and principals were 

pleasanter and more productive, they presupposed staff control of 
students no less. 

Yet, it was precisely this fundamental element of the relationships 
-·which was most consistently and completely overturned in the boycott. 

The authority of principals and teachers was removed overnight as 
students began to boycott. The institut·ionalised hierarchies were 
swept aside and in most cases almost immediately replaced by more or 
less democratically constituted student authorities. As an interviewee 
said vis-a-vis the school at which he had been teaching in 1980, 'Up 
to the Wednesday (16 April), the principal was in full control of the 
school ·· a very oppressive school, in fact - and within a day his a~thorHy 
had gone ....... Th2 kids. actually took over. 1 An interviewee 

who had been a student leader at the time of the boycott described 
what had happened at his school: 'The normal hierarchy had no author-ity 
whatsoever. We blatantly denied their positions of authority ...... We 
would just infonn them when they came to us ... of what we were doing 
or planning.' A teacher at a school where almost the entire staff had 
been openly opposed to the boycott described in an intervievJ ho\v the 
students 

'went on as if the teachers didn't exist, including Mr X 
(the principal). They didn't even pretend to retain any 
respect for the office of principal .... They took over 
the school. The principal, if he wanted to say something 
at any assembly, had to ask to be allowed to do so. And 
whoever was taking the assembly would still say something 
like, "When I've finished I'll allow Mr X to say a few 
words to you. 11 The teachers were astounded; they couldn't 
.take it. 1 

A principal interviewed, in spite of having been well respected by his 
students~ told of how on most issues he was 'just simply ignored. If 
they felt like marching around the building, they'd march around the 
building. If they \'/anted to go off home, they'd go off home. They 
didn't have my permission - I wasn't asked. They suspended the normal 

authority of the school.' The principals of some schools took the 
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course of least resistance and retreated with little ado to their 

offices where they stayed for most of the boycott. At other schools 
·the principal continued to try and assert anything that might hav~ 
been left of his authority. For example, to quote from the interview 
of a principal, who had been altogether opposed to the boycott, 1 When 
I found the kids were getting out of hand and the discipline which a 
boycott action should presuppose was not forthcoming, I tried - not 

-very successfully - to stop certain things. This put the kids entirely 
against me. They were resentful but initially accepted quite a lot. 
Later they d-1 sregarded my authority altogether and the SRC eventually 
took over completely. 1 

Students suddenly found that they were able to assert themselves 
vis-a-vis staff. For instance, students required one principal, who 

was a senior office bearer in the CTPA, to account for his position in 
that organisation at a meeting of the whole school. A teacher who had 

been pt·esent at this meeting described in an interview what had happened: 

'The students got up one by one and really pinned him 
down. Their basic argument was how could he perpetuate 
the system and pretend to fight it. He was trying to 
tell them that he believes in peace, negotiation and 
dialogue - not in violence. One girl asked him then: 
How can you use dialogue against violence? - surely 
you're not going to tell me that the Government is 
not violent? Mr Y (the principal) didn 1 t know what to 
say; he couldn't defend himself. So the students 
put it to him: Don't you think you should resign? 
You can't defend your position in the CTPA. Y was 
lost - he knew in that situation there was no defence. 
The meeting ended in some chaos with Y saying he can 1 t 
eat humble pie any more - he 1 s had his fill of humble pie, I 

A student leader described how, for example, 'One day the staff locked 
the hall. We approached the office and really gave them a rapping. 
We just went to them, stated our case and said: We want that door 

open now. They had to open it. 1 At a state-aided senior secondary 
school where, at the time, 85% of the staff members were classified 
White, one of the latter related in an interview how, 1 The pupils 
told us in plain straight language: We don't want you White teachers . 
•.... One day the whole staff was brought up onto the platfonn by 
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the pupi1s and each was asked: Hhy are you here? And we had to 
give them a valid answer.' 

Students seem to have felt little antagonism towards staff and 
shown st"ill less. More common were f€'elings of contempt, usually left 
implicit or veiled by the trappings of formal respect. In general, 
the students asserted themselves with a firmness which did not in­
volve any lack of respect for their teachers on an interpersonal 
level. Referring to tl1e school where she had been a student, one 
interviewee said, 'We maintained respect for the teachers and 
principal. Our decisions were taken in a.way that would keep them 
in the clear. 1 According to a teacher interviewed, 'In general the 
students remained respectful towards the teachers although they gave 
a fairly rough ride to the harder ~uthoritarians. 1 Even a principal, 
who had been entirely rejected for his opposHion to the boycott, 
described in an interview how 'Students stayed respectful in that they 
listened without booing, etcetera:, but they did their own thing and 

·didn't accept my approach.'· Quoting from the interview of another 
teacher, 'Relations between staff and students remained fine through­
out unlike some of the schools where there was a real berak. 

Our students were polite, concerned about the teachers' difficult 
position, aware that we did our best, but said firmly: This is our 
affair - we're doing it our way. 1 The students seemed generally to 
want to avoid unnecessarily antagonising the regular authorities at 
school level. In many case~, they would go out of their way to be 
diplomatic and to work, where possible, with, rather than against, 
the principal. Thus, even when all parties were tacitly aware of the 
authorities' de faci;o 1 ack of authority, the student lea de rs would 
still approach them for permission, for example, to hold a mass meeting. 
The latter would be 'virtually a formality', as put by one teacher 
interviewed, for during the boycott no principal could have prevented 
students doing anything. This is not to say that no principal had any 
say but, whatever say some might have had, was allowed them by the 
students and not derived from any institutional authority. 

Students'. response to criticism and opposition from teachers and 
principals was, for the most part, to ignore it. Speaking of the school 
where she taught, one interviewee, for example, described the staff as 
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having been, in general, !blatantly hostile towards the students and 

the boycott. Tile students rec.cted to this by ignoring them complet2ly.' 

A student interviewed told of how his principal had tried to intimidate 

students by, for instance, reminding them that at the end of the year 

they would need a testimonial from the school which would have to come 
through him. 'Some students were afraid but the majority weren't 
worried and paid him no attention.' 

Teachers, for their part, found it extremely threatening to be 

ignored in this way. Thus, for example, one interviewee described how 

those of his colleagues at the school where he had been teaching, who 

had not identified with the students'cause, had seemed to fee1 'crippled'. 

~They didn't know how to handle the situation. They 
didn't like to see the kids take initiative. They 
felt threatened not only in a psychological sensi but 
also some of the really oppressive teachers were ac­
tually scared they'd get hurt or have their cars 
damaged. One teach~r didn't come to school for about 
three weeks. He claimed to have bee~ sick but we 
reckoned he was just scared ·· he was really hated by 
the kids.' 

At another school, according to an interviewee, who had taught there, 

'Most of the teachers stayed in the staffroom feeling very threatened. 

At most four teachers dared it outside the staffroom. Not that they 
were afraid the students would att2ck them physically but just to be 
completely 111aived a.side was probably too much for them. 1 

' 

The students at most schools started' off the boycott by wanting 
to be entirely independent of all teachers including even those whom 
they knew to be sympathetic. Teachers were excluded from their 
meetings and those, who were not regarded with contempt~ were related 
to with caution. 'Anything the teachers suggested was counter­
productive,' according to a teacher interviewed. 'They remained 
polite but forceful. 1 It was not long, however, before students, 
having found themselves hard-pressed for resources, started approaching 
teachers whom they considered 'trustworthy' and 'progressive' for 
assistance particularly in conducting the awareness programme. According 
to one teacher interviewed, 'Bas i ca 11y the students did everything thern·­

se l ves but sometimestbey worried that they \'JOuldn't do thin9s right: and 
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so they approached teachers - the three or four \·Jho were accepted as 

trustworthy - to check out certain things. This took quite a lot 
on the part of some who were quite arrogant. 1 There were some schools 
where a~lmost the entire staff was supportive of the students. At one 

such school, the teachers even had a representative on the SRC. 
According to an interviewee, who had been a student there, 'The 

__ teachers generally played a helpful$ positive role alongside the SRC. 1 

Nevertheless, she continued, 'Although we took the views of our 
principal and teachers into consideration, the SRC made its own 
decisions as a representative body of students~ 1 What the latter 
illustrates is, inter aZia~ that communication and cooperation between 
some students and some teachers and principals were good during the 
boycott and, where they were, the relat·ionships, which usually had 
already existed, became closer and stronger. (Interviewees 3, 4, 5) 6, 
7, 8, 14, 21, 22, 25, 27, 30, 32, 33, 37, 38, 40, 41, 46, 48, 49~ 
50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 57, 58~ 63) 

2 Student organisation and leadership 

Before the build-up to the boycott, students at most OCR schools 
in the Peninsula were unorganised and lacked leadership. Amongst the 
very few schools to have an SRC already were Crest\-1ay, Grassy Park, 
Harold Cressy~ Livingstone and Spes Bona Senior Secondaries. About 
a year after Crestway had opened, in 1975, the principal and teachers 
had organised an SRC with the primary aim of involving students in the 
running of cultural activities at the school. Although the SRC was 
thus initially more of a cultural society than a student political 
body, on it every class was represented and what they discussed was 
not restricted to the 'Cultural'. Grassy Park, Harold Cressy and 
Livingstone Senfor Secondary Schools had had SRCs since 1975 whiie at 
Spes Bona the first SRC had been elected at the beginning of 1980. 

Students at Arcadia Senior Secondary had also recently constituted 
an SRC but had had to do so surreptiously as the principal would not 
give his permission for one's establishment and sti.11 less give it 
recognition. 

Within a few days of the beginning of the boycott, most student 
bodies had an' SRC. Where an SRC was not elected immediately, some 
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form of wor!cing committee ~Jas constituted. Genera 1"1y, the 1 atter would 

a1so be organised on a representative basis and a self-appointed action 

committee was exceptional . At one of the schoo 1 s, which al rea.dy had an 
SRC, students formed an ad hoc committee which incorporated a wider 
circle of activists than the SRC's membership a.nd it was this body 

which provided the effective leadership during the boycott. Whatever 

the case, it was mostly the more senior and politically aware students 
-- in a few cases, in conjunction with certain teachers - who took the 
initiative. For some schools the example set at other schools was 

important. Thus, for instance= students at Ocean View Senior Secondary, 
a school located in a relatively isolated community, only began orga­
nising themselves in earnest after a few of its senior students had 
been taken by a teacher through to a meeting at Heathfield Senior 
Secondary where they had seen something of what could he done with 
dynamic leadership. 

Inter-school organisation was non-existent in the period immed­
iately prior to the boycott despite certain attempts having been made 
in the years since 1976 to organise students at this level. The 
initiatives,which lead to the formation of the Committee of 81, were 

not taken by a pre-existing leadership. For an undei·standing of what 
brought students together in such a body, it is necessary rather to 
study the significant voids in the structure of the situation which 

1,;ead almost inevitably to a widespread ·realisation of the necessity of 

forming a coordinating student organisation. Practically, the Committee 
of 81 came into being first through the hard work of those who took the 
initiative of putting around word of the initial meetings in response to 
which students began to mobilise. 

Massive as the response was, it was not without attempts in 
certain quarters having been made to restrain the rank-and-file en­
thusiasm. Thus, notably at the handful of schools where the TLSA was 
still the dominant influence amongst the teachers, who in turn exer­
cised a degree of influence over students, the already established 
student leadership started out opposed to the boycott and sceptical 
of the Con~ittee of 81. Teachers were feeding students' apprehensions 
\'1hi1 e sowing suspicion about the Committee of 81 with the claim that 
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it was sponsored by 1 liberu.ls 1 and 1 the Church 1
• Such was the sit­

uation at, for example, Harold Cressy and Livingstone Senior Sec­
ondaries. Both schools already had well-established SRCs which im­
mediately took .up ~·wary and somewhat supercilious stan~e. An 

interviewee who had been on the Livingstone SRC gave the following 
version of their position: 

'We were new to the game and we were therefore susceptible 
to people who had political experience, like the teachers, 
and they were easily able to manipulate us ...••• Their main 
argument was that 1980 would just give us another outburst 
which would not be able to help us constructively and so 
we should rather build up our student organisations instead 
of coming out on boycott. I was quite susceptible to this 
kind of thinking at that stage - it 1 s nothing to be ashamed 
of because that was the sort of view we were given 1

• 

The entire executive of the Liv"ingstone SRC was opposed to the boycott. 
They sent delegates to the Committee of 61, as it was ·initially, but 
their arguments were little appreciated. In reporting back to the 
school they used 'wit and sarcasm', according to an interviewee, in 
trying to ridicule the Committee. Few were taken in by this, ho'.'1ever, 
and pressure began building up to bring the school into line with the 
majority decision which had been to boycott. Never before had the 
SRC executive been called to account but now rank and file students 
were posing p~netrating questions - _1 we had to ~nswer them', said an 
interviewee who had been on the executive. It was not long before this 
pressure from below had changed the leadership 1 s view of both the 
Committee of 81 and the boycott. Meam1hile, according to the same 
interviewee, 'we found a new solidarity and we began to understand new 
modes of working•. 

The students set special store by democracy within their movement 
from the outset. The foundation stones of the structure of student 
organisation so rapidly erected were the individual students in their 
respective classes. Most commonly each class would elect one or two 
representatives who would come together as the school's SRC. Some 
system of weighted-balancing representation was not unknown. Thus, 
for example, at one school where an existing constitution for an SRC 
was .·revived each of the Standardsg and 10 classes elected three 
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representatives while the Standard 8 classes were-each represented by 

2 members of the SRC and the most numerous Standards 6 and 7 classes 
each by one representative. 

However the SRC was constituted, it would then elect two of its 

members as the school's delegates to the Committee of 81. In the case 

of, for example, the geographically somewhat isolated Sentinel Junior 

- Secondary in Hout Bay, the school was represented on the Committee of 
. . . 

81 not directly but by the delegates of one of the Senior Secondary 

Schools to which many Sentinel students went on to do matric. Returning 

to Hout Bay, as the latter students did daily, made close communication 

between the two schools easy. Some of the delegates to the Committee 

of 81 served consistently for the duration of the boycott. At the Sclffie 

time, there was a considerable turnover in the membership of the 

Committee as some SRC's rotated their delegatess One version was for 

a school to have a constant delegate who would, if possible, attend 

every meeting of the Committee but be accompanied to each by a different 

member of the SRC - this. allowed for maintaining continuity as well a.s 

giving a representative range of the school's students direct experience 

of the Committee of 81 thereby minimising the possibii ity of distortion 

of the positions and decisions which delegates were charged with con­
veying back and forth. 

How positions were developed and decisions taken varied from 
school to school, varied during the course of the boycott and varied 

with what was at issue. Sometimes decisions would be taken formally 
by the respective constituents of each class representative and 
conveyed to an SRC meeting. It was accepted, however, that SRC 
members had a responsibility to lead which went beyond being only 
delegates of their classes. Part"icularly as the boycott wore on and 
less students were coming to school, policy was often formulated by 
the SRC, uninformed by a formal debate amongst the rank and file. 
Important decisions in particular, though, were generally taken at a 
mass meeting of all present and the school's delegates instructed to 
convey them to the Committee of 81. At the meetings of the Committee 
of 81, decisions were taken by majority vote. 

All but a tii:ny, m"inorit.Y of the students intervie\·!ed had felt 
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dissatisfied with the level cf democracy which had been maintained at 

their respective schoo 1 s during the boycott. Nobody i nterv·i ewed, who 

had had direct experience of the Committee of 81, denied that its 

functioning had been less than perfectly democratic. Some of the 

students interviewed, who had played more of a leadership or activist 

role, were relatively accepting of what lack of democracy there had 
been. One such interviewee said she had been able to understand why 
decisions had not always been democratic: 

'Its easy to say things weren't done democratically but 
it's not always so easy to be democratic in a crisis. 
It's not easy to get representatives from 81 institutions 
together tvd ce or thrice a week unti 1 what time of night 
let alone to have them all go back and get mandates before 
taking any decisions. A mandate is a simple matter but 
it takes organising. All this was particularly difficult 
as people were generally drained emotionally and there 
\'Jere in fact very few organising everyth"ing. 1 

By highlighting the effect-ive impossibility of the Committee of 
81 functioning democratically with consistency, the latter remarks 
refer not to undemocratic divergences from an altogether democratic 

structure but rather to the inevitable results of a structure inherently 
undemocratic. No matter how fonnalistically democratic a structure 
seems, if it does not permit of democratic procedure in practice then 
it cannot be democratic. The Committee of 81 was simply too cumbersome 
to coordinate and lead on a democratic basis, the more so if true to 

its original unwritten constitution \'/hereby members were mere delegates 
restricted to the specific mandates of the student bodies which sent 
them. The Committee of 81 doomed itself either to forsake the role 
required of it altogether or to depart from democratic procedure. Yet, 
the role i~quired of it was a democratic one and for that the students' 
organisation would have had to have been otherwise structured. As it 

was, it was inevitable that many decisions made in the na.me of the 
CommHtee of 81 were not taken by majority vote at meetings of the 
fo 11 Cammi ttee. 

Almost immediately there started emerging a self-appointed 
leadership within the Committee of 81 which served as a de facto 

executive between meetings. It was neither an entirely coherent nor 
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static set but consisted of act·ivists whose inHiati.ves .. not alwa.ys 

ta.ken collectiveiy - were accepted as long as they t:emained consistent 
with the spirit of the Committee's overan approach. In time, they 

became constituted on a semi-formal basis as a non-elected 'central 

committee' or 'coordinating group'. Thus effectively entrenched, 

they moved to prevent self-proclaimed spokespersons issuing statements 
to the press in the name of the Committee by establishing a small 
_'press comnittee'. Newspapers were furnished with the names of its 

~embers who alone were allowed to speak on behalf of the Committee. 
They also established an editorial committee through which all 

material to be published under the name of the Committee of 81 had 

to pass. It was made known that nothing issued verbally or in print, 

which had not been through either of these channels, could be regarded 
as an authentic pronouncement by the Committee. The latter measures 
might have been used to protect the democratic voice of the Committee 

as a whole. In fact, they probably did more to help the close circle 
of central individuals, from which the overlapping membership of the 

coordinating, press and editorial committees were dravm, to control the 

Committee's direction since there were not the mechanisms to render 

those committees accountable to the full Co~nittees still less to the 

student body as a \'Jho1e. Matters were made worse by the representatives 
having proved frequently ineffective in keeping open a consistent 

channel of communication between the Committee of 81 and the student 
rank and file. Thus, one of them claimed in an interview that 'A lot 
of things were going on at the Committee of 81 which the school didn 1 t 

know about.• Meanwhile, according to one of those who had been part of 
the inner cora, 1 Increasingly things fell into the ambit of the Central 
Committee and it was this Central Committee which steered things more 
and more as a sort of vanguard'. 

Persons interviewed, who had been delegates to the Committee of 81, 

spoke of how it had effe~tively become a relatively small nucleus of 
individuals who were making all the decisions. According to one of 
those who had been involved in this development, 

•There was tremendous friction within the Comrni ttee of 81. 
The radical element managed to oust the more moderate 
students who were very paranoid about 1 76, remembering 
the police intimidation, etcetera. We felt at the tirr.e 

I 

.4 
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that if we were going to allow all that to impede our 
activities theri what was the use of doing what we were 
doing. We then formed a strong element within the 
Committee of 81 l'~hich could push through decisions.' 

., 

Sometimes their decisions would receive formal ratification of the 

Cammi ttee whi 1 e at other times not even that. An i ntervi e\'1ee, \\Iha had 

been very c 1 ose to the central core, admitted that : P1 1 ot of the ti me 

-the majority of the Committee were merely instructed wtth decisions .. ' 

It seemed to many that the powerful minority within the Committee of 
81 was little concerned with democracy. There were those who, failing 
to find approval for their approach would, if feasible, follow it 

regardless. Most of the time, however, they did get their way. 
Generally, the leaders in question were dedicated and politically 

articulate organisers; some had political contacts outside the 

student movement; some \'Jere tertiary students. As such, they could 
command a lot of respect and of this they took full advantage to 
dominate meetings and create a climate of attitudes which ·inhibited 
easy expression of views opposed to their own. 

Persons interviewed, \'Jho had been 'ord·inary 1 delegates to the 
Committee of 81, identified the main problem with meetings of the 

Committee as having been that there had been those \11ho had spoken al 1 

the time without giving others a fafr chance. Tertiary students, 
especially, were accused of having ridden rough-shod over the rest of 
the students. What prevented many from saying what they 'would have 
wanted_ to say was the 'atmosphere of hostility' at meetings, as de­
scribed by one interviewee. For example, according to the latter, 'if 
you spoke and weren't too clear on an issue (usually a euphemism for 
having missed the line to be toed) somebody would just, like, sort of 
expose you.' His use of the notion of exposure was not chance since 
there came a time when a person putting forward a position, which 
conflicted with that sponsored by the leadership, might be made out to 
be a sell-out and traitor to the students' cause. The problem was 
othenrise perceived by an interviewee who had been part of the se1f­
styled 'radical caucus~•: vJithin the Committee; his version went as 
follows: 

'A 1 ot of students came to the Committee of 81 1vi th no 
particular clear ideologica-1 perspective. They v1ere very 
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paranoic and confused. Their influence had to be countered 
by those who were clear about our objectives. This ... 
wasted a lot of our energy. That's why we had such a lot 
of meetings; at times ... we would sit for hours without 
being able to tome to a decision. Then we 1 d just have to 
convene a further meeting fot· the next day or whenever. 1 

Members of this core faction within the Committee of 81 showed signs 

of a ruthlessness in their determination to entrench themselves. Thus, 
for example, they had one delegate thrown out of a meeting and excluded 
permanently from the Committee by branding him an informer. The person 
in question had earlier played a central role in initiating what grew 

into the Committee of·Bl but had turned out too independent for the 

core group to tolerate, particularly in view of his having been widtly 
respected amongst students. One of those involved in this cynical 

ejection admitted in an interview that the charge they had used, had 

been trumped up for the purpose. 

Returning to the level of individual schools many students came 

to feel forced to do what they had not themselves participated in 
deciding to do. According to the description of a student interviewee, 

•our rep's would come back with instructions from the Conmittee of 81 

that we have to do this or we have to do that. 1 To this students 
objected even though they usually had no objection to the substance of 
such edicts. In the schools themselves democracy became for the most 
part as marred as it did in the Committee of 81. At many, it was what 
might be termed a •strong-armed democracy• which prevailed. Decisions 

were effectiv~ly made by a leadership caucus which then bulldozed them 
through a meeting of the student body for rubber-stamping. Thus, for 
instance, according to the description of one student interviewed, 

•sometimes the working body would have decided on an issue - for 
example, that the boycott should continue - and instead of presenting 
the arguments on both sides of the matter to the students for their 
decision, as was expected of them, they 1 d push only the arguments 
favouring the side on which they had already come down. 1 Other student 
interviewees told substan,tially identica.l stor-ies; one said, 1 We 
often felt that the leadership had decided on a line and was pushing 
it one-sidedly without students having a chance to give matters due 
consideratio11, to understand properly and on an informed basis to 
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decide for themselves what to do.' A coronary of this 'strong-arm 
democracy' was the frequent lack of any real opportunity for the 
expression of minority opinion or of anything \'1hich conflicted with 
the leadership's opinion. 

There were further factors diminishing the democracy of students' 
practice. One was that so many students lacked knowledge of, and 
experience in, democratic procedure. Students would sometimes have 
only the vaguest notion of what they were voting for when electing 
representatives and neither they nor those elected wou.!d understand 
what the functions of a member of the SRC were supposed to be. At 
many schools the majority of particularly the Standards 6s and 7s had 
never attended a meeting before and knew nothing of such responsibilities 
as reporting back to those whom they represented while in any case 
understanding but a fraction of what was discussed. Another factor 
was that so many students withdrew from decision-making either to opt 
out altogether or content to go along with the activists amongst 
them and forgo their right to participate in democratic process. A 
consequence of many students failing to have their opinions recorded 
\'JaS that majority decisions taken were not always representative but 
had to serve as decisions of all a school's students nonetheless. 

The above shortcomings of students' attempts at democratic 
organisation did not detract from the sincerity and seriousness with 
which those att~mpts were made nor from the degree of dem6cracy which 
was achieved. Nor did the detract from the message and meaning of 
the movement and its boycott because_the students had demonstrated a 
mass consensus on rejection of the system and on the boycott as an 
appropriate weapon to resist it whichoverarched all else. Furthennore, 
the student leadership in the forms both of school SRCs and of the 
Committee of 81 was widely accepted, albeit not by all. While for 
most students effective authority \\las represented by their SRC durfog 
the boycott, the Committee of 81 was unchallenged as their movement's 
organisation. The direction taken by the boycott in theDCR schools 
of the Western Cape was for most of its duration primar-lly determined 
by the Committee of 81. It \'JaS only through the Co!'nrnittee of 81 that 
the direction of the boycott could be influenced. I~ spite of the 
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relentless caucussing of contacts on the Committee t~ 0hich the latter 
realitylead, the major decisions continued to be made· by the Committee 

itself. Notwithstanding whatever might have been less than democratic 

within the Committee, it was there that student strategy was hammered 
out. Furthermore~ "in the face of the consistent efforts of a powerf.ul 

minority pressing for a more confrontationist approach, the majority 

almost as consistently managed to stand its ground. 

The existence of the Committee of 81 and of SRCs in the schools 
reflected a certain level of organisation amongst Black students of 
the Western Cape but did it reflect an organised student rank· and file? 

Not necessarily ·· that much is self-evident. The. people of a country 
are not organised by virtue of being enfranchised and having a system 

of centralised decision-making. The student movement of 1980 was 
less organised than the appearance given it by ihe above structures 
which reflected in f~ct no more than a relatively organised leadership. 

The students who emerged· dur·i ng the boycott as leaders at their 

schools were not all of a type. Overall they came from a cross-section 

of economic backgrounds although this was not necessarily the case at 

any_one particular school. Thus, using the students' own categories, 
there were schools at which the leaders were drawn predominantly from 

'working class' families while at others they were drawn from more 
'middle class' families. The latter was a notion which usually 
referred either to the relatively more affluent working class layer 
of, for example, some artisans, or to the petty bourgeois layer of, 
for example, teachers and shopkeepers. It would seem that the student 
leaders came more commonly from backgrounds which were relatively less 
deprived, where deprivation was seldom limited to the purely economic 
sphere and usually involved cultural and educational deprivation as 
\'Je 11. Students with relatively more formally educated parents and 
from homes where newspapers and books were read and.matters of political 
relevance were discussed, had more chance of developing the relatively 
greater political understanding and ability to articulate their con­
cerns which generally characterised the student leaders. At one senior 
secondary school, in the southern suburbs of the Peninsula, it was 
noticed that~the leadership was drawn predominantly not from families 
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long settled in the particular area but from those who had relatively 
recently moved there from the City, vict"ims of the Group Areas Act 

and the destruction of District Six. In terms of scholastic perfor­

mance, the leadership was again drawn from a cross-section of the 

student body including if anything a disproportion of poorer per­

formers. One principal noted in an interview how the latter shone 
in the context of the boycott - although academically weak, they 

·· proved themse 1 ves strong in other ways with the abi 1 ity to rally 

their fellow students and vocalise their demands. In general, the 

leaders tended to be more senior students. They were usually well 
known personalities at their schools and regarded as being 'clued up' 

on 'what was really happening'. They were relatively more aware 

politically than most and typically more militant and outspoken. 

Some had political contacts and connections outside of the student 

movement but eventheywere not affiliated organisationally, at any 

rate initially. They were generally articulatesadequate public 
speakers and able to argue a convincing case. 

Most of the students who played leadership roles seemed sin-
cerely dedicated to their cause and showed the courage of their 

convictions. However, there were also those egoists concerned only to 
be in the limelight. The latter weres in the words of one student 
interviewee, 'interested in the boycott just so that they could be, 

like, THE ouens around'. Many of the student leaders commanded real 

respect; others did not. The latter was illustrated by an interviewee's 
description of the leadership at the school where he had been a student 
at the time: 

'There were about three well-spoken and considerate students 
on the SRC but the rest were no example for the rest of 
the students because they were there more to take advantage 
of the situation for themselves. Some tried to compel 
students to do things against their better judgement by 
squirting them with fire extinguishers, for example. 
People who behaved like that lost the confidence of the 
students. ' 

The observations of an 'inside-outsider• interviewed - a Fort Hare 

student who became acquainted with some of the Western Cape student 
leaders while in detention with them - are worth noting. The impression 
which he had formed, v1as that they were involved more emotionally than 
on the basis of having thought things out thoroughly withi11 a framework 
of real dedication. 
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'They seemed to be enjoying the action - the shouting 
and speeches, etce·te1•a; they never impressed me a~ 
people vJho displayed the sort of qualities that some did 
in 1976. In 1976 people would sit down and could discuss 
the whole situation. It looked to me as though the 
Committee of 81 members had been chosen more on the grounds 
of being sharp speakers than politically mature persons 
who could assess the situation and give real leadership. 
It seemed that they didn't have any background in this 
kind of thing and only got involved when the boycott 
broke out - individuals who were there for the moment.' 

Certainly the student leaders had their limitations. Perhaps th~r 

mo~t serious weakness was how they allowed themselves to be split 

through in-fighting between individuals or factions set on 'doing their 

own thing'. Action would often be ousted by argumentation. On the 
other hand, there was an activistic element who tended to be adventurist 

~nd 'hot-headed', particularly when it came to assessing what level of 

action could realistica.lly be expected of people. Some of them learnt 

a bitter lesson in this regard while detained. A hunger strike was 

suggested by one of the detainees but rejected by the majority in 

favour of a demonstration of complete non-cooperation with the prison 

authorities. t~Hhin hm days~ they Y.1ere totally div·ided concerning its 

continuation and, according to one who was interviewed, 'at the first 

sign of a baton-charge with dogs, etaetePa3 people were already saying 

they were going back into their cells. 1 As a result of that experience~ 

all agreed on a limited period hunger strike, intended not as a tactic 

to gain their release but as a form of protest against their detention 

without tri a 1. The above i ntervi e\vee described how 

'Again the same thing happened: the same students were 
clamouring 11 To the death! 11 sort of bravado stuff. Yet 
those very students flaked out before the end of the 

·week~ which had been agreed on, and they argued for an 
immediate end to the hunger strike. Tha.t vJas of course 
a very humiliating position they found themselves in and 
very sobering. After that they became a lot more rea-listic 
in their demands of other people. 1 

The. student leadership was uneven in strength, in political 
background, even in depth of commHment, and generally in the resources 
they brought to their struggle. \111atever the quality of the leadership, 

it played a part of central importance throughout the boycott - on this, 
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everybody interviewed was agreed albeit from varying viewpofots. 

Leadership was crucial in mobilisi_ng students, determining the 

direction taken by the boycott, and maintaining its momentum. A 

mere handful of students with leadership ability could carry a whole 
school along a particular course while schools lacking leadership 

would soon find themselves without any structure at all. At most 

schools, the student leadership suspended entirelys and replaced the 
normal authorities. Even one of the principals interviewed admitted, 

'One of the striking features of the boycott was that whoever under­
took the leadership among the students had greater control over the 
students than we as a staff'. A senior teacher at one school used to 
be teased during the boycott in the local pub about his 'new principal 1

, 

namely the principal student leader who did, even according to teachers, 

become in that period the most important individual at the school. The 
leadership at schools was generally able - using 'strong-arm' methods 
mainly of a 'moral 1 kind but sometimes involving limited physical co­
ercion and/or threats thereof - to enforce their alternative di~cipline. 

(Interviewees 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 25, 26, 
27, 32, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 40, 41, 42, 44, 46, 48s 49, 50, 51~ 52, 

53' 54' 56 ' 5 7 ' 58) 

3 .1 Unevenness 

What students were conscious of, and how they interpreted vJhat 
they perceived, varied enormously although obviously less so in certain 
respects than in others. All students would of necessity have been 
conscious of the conditions in their own schools, communities and homes. 
The conditions experienced by different students were objectively 
differentiated although they·werein certain important aspects similar 
for all Black students. Not all students were necessarily conscious 
of conditions as being inferior and/or unacceptable; nor did they all 
necessarily have some interpretation of why conditions v;ere as they 
were and/or of whether conditions could be other than they were. This 
was manifested, inter al.ia, _not only in the differential readiness 
amongst students to respond positively to the call to boycott but also 
in the differential forms taken by participation in the boycott. 
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It seems reasonable to assume that certainly once the boycott 

had become widespread it would have been effectively impossible for 

any Black secondary or tertiary student in the Peninsula to have 

entirely escaped consciousness of what was at issue. However, there 
were students who$ as variously described by interviewees, 'Came along 

for the ride', participated 'for the fun of it, not out of any serious­

ness about the boycott as such', regarded the boycott as a 'joy-ride') 
-or 1 saw it as an opportunity for jo11Hication'. (Interviewees 7, 8, 38, 

54) According to a newspaper report at the time, 'even the most out­

spoken and ardent of the young protesters admitted there were those who 
were just 11 coming along for the ride" or for that matter simply staying 

at home for the duration of the boycott. These last mentioned children 

are 11 unconscious 11 according to the student leaders."They just don't know 
what is going on and probably never will", said one. 1 (Argus 26.4.80) 

An interviewee, who was teaching during the boycott at a school 

where a considerable section of the student body stayed at home~ thought 
that such students 'probably didn't see what they themselves were doing 

in a ROlitical light.' (Interviewee 32) However, nor did some of the 
students who did come to school during the boycott for, as the same 
intervie\'tee \'Jent on to say, 1 A lot of the kids continued to come to 
school solely because it was like a meeting ground for friends whereas 
at home they 1 d very likely be by themselves and have to do things like 
clean the house and do the shopping. 1 (Interviewee 32) Another student 
interviewee considered that the majority of students at his schoo·1, 

while not having been actively against the boycott~ were not really for 
it or, if at all, only in a passive sense. He described how initially 
the boycott had been experienced as a novelty and most students had 
been at least curious to see what was going on and what would happen. 
In due course, however, the abnormality of the boycott became a new$ 
sort of, if temporary, normality to which they adjusted in such a wo.y 

that things could cont"inue to pass them by as they did in norrna1 school­
time. As the interviewee ~ut it, 1 the moral of the boycott wasn't much 
evident in many of the students' actions' - he cited low turn-outs to 
certain demonstrations as an illustration of his point. It was his 
opinion that, although many students bandied around such notions as 
'solidarity' and 1 unity 1

, the majority did not really understand what 
they were all about. Furthennore, he observed that many students had 
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become despondent with the boycott because they were so used to living 
with the conditions as bad as they were -. and having been fairly un­
aware of how inferior these conditions were in relation to those at 
~1Jhite schools - that some students were in fact a little frightened 
of the demands and expectations which could be placed on them in 

altered circumstances. (Interviewee 50) Another student interviewee 
had also perceived 'quite widespread lack of dedication' - his estimate 

-was that approximately half the students had been 'made aware of what 

was happening'. (Interviewee 54) Yet another student interviewed went 
so.far as to say that he 'didn't think the bulk of the students really 
understood the issues at stake 1 • (Interviewee 38) Referring to the 
students in Standards 6 and 7, who constituted, as was typicai, the 
majority at his school, a student interviewee said, 

'I don't think most of them realised the seriousness 
of what we were doing because they seemed not to be 
interested in meetings, for example - they came there and 
talked the whole meeting through; sometimes they had to 
be kept quiet. When the SRC chairman would react angrily 
to their messing around they would just laugh at him. 1 

(Interviewee 3) 

Another described how the student body had been differentiated at her 
school: 'You get those who think this kind of thing is important and 
others who feel, bugger the boycott! ~Jhat 's it all going to achieve 
anyway?' (Interviewee 21) 

Those latter 'others' would appear, however, to have been in the 
minority overall. At the end of the boycott's second week, Keith Kiewiet 
of The Argus wrote as follows: 

'There is an acute awareness that there is something wrong 
w1th "the system 11

• The kids are well aware of society's 
i~justices and are highly articulate in expressing their 
distaste for them'. {Argus 26.4.80) 

A week later, Moegsien Williams, also of The Argus, observed that 

'The most notable aspects of the school protest so far 
have been the degree of political sophistication even 
among primary school children, the d·i sci pl i ned demonstrations · 
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and the way the pupils have been able to keep it 
peaceful. 

'A Standard 4 pupi"l told his mother this v1eek that 
his teacher \"Jas not getting the "salary she is supposed 
to get" and that he \'.1as tired of 11 shar"ing a textbook".' 
(Argus 3.5.80) 

One of the students already quoted, claimed that 'students were fully 
conscious of what they were doing from the beginning'. (Interviewee 3) 
.An ex··student of Mount View Senior Secondary referred to the fact 
that in 1979 they had had a few one~day strikes at their school. 
According to him, 1 The students were quite aware politically - in the 
sense that they knew there was a struggle to be waged - but not in any 
very soph·isticated sense 1

• (Interviewee 20) 

A third-year Hewat student was quoted at the time as stating, 
'The pupils are far more politically aware than a few years ago. The 
modern student understands the deficiencies and shortcomings of his 
education and is growing tired of putting up with them.' {Sunday 
Tribune 27.4.80) The following extract from an article entitled, 
'What did the boycott achieve?', writtedn by the Assistant Editor of 
the Herald, in mid-May, indicates something about the extent of that 
awareness: 

111 Why are you boycotting? 11 We fired this question 
at three .Youn9sters passing our car at a traffic ·1 ·ight. 

'The reply came without any hesitation: '.'For equal 
educatio11 11

• 

'This was the Thursday pdmary schoolchildren had 
come out in support cf the boycott. 

•nwhat do you know about unequal education?" we asked. 
111We know ... w2 get broken books at school and our 

teachers work so hard but they get less than the whites." 
'They rattled off several other reasons~ including 

some complicated statistics on the different amou~ts spent 
on white and black education. 

'Yet, they could not have been older than ten. 
' ... the awareness created by the schools 1 boycott 

has reached right down to the very young in our community. ' 
{Herald 17.5.80) 



3.2 Grievances and demands 

3.2.1 A developing set 

Examination of what students identified as having been unacceptable 
to them and of the demands on \vhi ch they made their stand wi 11 serve as 
a way further into the heterogeneous content of the consciousness among 
Black students during the boycott. The main demands have already been 
detailed at chronologically appropriate points in the overall account. 
Thus, although they wi 11 have to be restated for the purposes of this 
section, it will not be necessary to describe again the particula.r 
ways and contexts in which they were put forward. 

It is essential to recognise from the outset that the demands, 
which were associated with the students 1 boycott, ir1 no sense constituted 
a simple or static set: they expanded in the course of the boycott; 
they did not a 11 emanate from the same source; some demands were 
variously formulated; not a 11 the demands were pressed by a 11 the 

) 

boycotters - some were specific to a region, school or faction; there 
was a degree of disagreement amongst students over what the 'real' 
demands were and whether the more limited ones were actually only 
tactical demands of little intrinsic significance; and the demands 
came to be differentiated in terms of strategic assessments of whether 
the students could reasonably or realistically expect them to be met in 
the short-, medium-, or long-term. 

3.2.2 Initial grievances and demands 

The main grievances, which students had identified, and the demands 
which they had made in the three-and-a-half months of 1980 before the 
boycott began and in its first week, have already been described and the 
details of precisely which grievances and demands were put forward by 

which students - whether from schools falling under the Department of 
Education and Training~ of Coloured Relations or of Indian Affairs, 
whether on the Rand or in the Western or Eastern Cape - will generally 
not be repeated. Taking all of these grievances and demands together 
in this way they can be categorised in terms of having had reference 
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to one of four aspects of the educational system: the eonditiuns in 

educational institutions, the cost of education, and the constitu·tion 

and control of the education system. 
3.2.2.1 Conditions 

A number of the grievances/demands . concerned the very poor 
physical state in which many schools were and the fact that much of the 

damage done during the demonstrations of 1976 had never been repaired. 
-In the same sub-category could be placed the grievances/demands related 
to the shortages of textbooks, stationary and equ·ipment

5
. which schools 

were suffering, as well as the complete lack, in many cases, of library 
and/or of laboratory facilities. 

A second sub-category of grievances/demands related to teachers. 
Students demanded official action on the acute shortage of teachers and 
the under-qualification of so many of those trying to teach as we1l as 

action against teachers and principals who were 'unreliable' or 1 inept', 
who abused corporal punishment, who would come to school drunk or on 

Wednesday would leave early to attend race meetings.if they had not 
absented themse 1 ves earl ·i er in the day to 1 ay their bets at the off­
course tote. At some schools, students demanded, for example$ the 

dismissal of a particular teacher or the appointment of a teacher for a 
certain subject; at one, they objected to the behaviour of a teacher in 
having ~insulted some of them and thei~ parents. One grievance was that 
certain teachers \·Jere instructing their students to buy 1 edger-type 

books in place of the normal hardcover exercise books with which they 
were issued and, if they did not, either refusing to mark work done in 
the smaller books or throwing the students out of their classes. 

Thirdly, concerning the curriculum, students from OCR schools in 
Johannesburg demanded 'higher standards' and 'better bo0ks 1 • 

The fourth sub-category of these grievances/demands had reference 
to overt state presence in schools and to repressive steps against staff 
and students. Students from DET schools in Soweto refused to be taught 
by 'national servicemen'. In the Hestern Cape, students demanded that 
the Security Police not have free access to school premises and at one 
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schooJ they prutested against their principal having called in the 

Security Police to interrogate them after someone had written 'Swapo' 
' on a blackboard. Further, students demanded the reinstatement of 

t'he three teachets, whom they considered to have been dismissed from 

Crysta 1 Senior Secondary Schoo 1 unfairly, as we 11 as of any student 
who had been expe 11 ed for po 1 it i cal reasons. 

The final two demands in the category of 'conditions' came from 
DET schools in Soweto and the Eastern Cape, respectively: the one was 

for the readmission of all students, who had been barred from school 
on the grounds of having been too old, and the other was that of 

students, rejecting the double-stream matriculation system, not to 

be compelled to take certain subjects in the standard grade and all 
to be entered for the higher grade examinations. 
3.2.2.2 Cost 

Grievances/demands concerning the cost of education to the studens' 
parents figured prominently. Students opposed, first of all~ com­

pulso1~ fees. At a DET school, students complained that not only were 
fees compulsory but they had been raised. Students at ct:rtain DCR 

schools complained that they were sent h.ome \'lhen their parents did not 

pay the fees in conflict with their understanding of the regulations 
which was that fees \':ere voluntary and were supposed to be paid only 

by those who could afford them. Furthermore, students complained that 

nothing visibly of benefit to themselves \'Jas being done with the money 
collected on 'lists' and as fees. 

Secondly, with reference to cost, students demanded the abolition 
of uniform which was, according to some of them~ 1 expensive and unneces­
sary'. Students from certain DCR schools complained that they were 
forced.to leave their schools if they did not wear uniforms in spite of 
the fact that, as far as they understood it, uniforms were .. not supposed 
to be compulsory. 

Thirdly, students objected to parents still .. having to pay for 
exercise- and textbooks in spite of their having been supposed to be 
supplied free. 
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Th~y objected, fourthly; to their parents having had to pay 
examination fees for all standards when fees were supposed to be 
payable only for the Standard 8 and matriculation exo.minations. 

Fifthly, there were students who protested against their 

parents having been forced to pay for athletic meetings even when 
their children were not attending them. 

Finally, in Soweto students made the general demand for free 
education. 
3.2.2.3 ConsUtution 

Students opposed the.racist basis on which the education system 
as a whole was segregated and the differential treatment of its re­
spective segments. There were demands for the abolition of 'racial 

education', of 'Bantu Education' and of the Department of Coloured 

Relations. Students from OCR schools in Johannesburg even demanded 

the 'integration of all schools'. The demand was made for the abolition 

of the requirement that students of one classification apply for a 

Government permit in order to attend certain educational institutions 
reserved for another classification group. There was also protest 

against the disparity in the money spent on the education of the various 
'population registration groups' and the demand that the Government 

immediately review it$ fiscal policy on Black schools \Alith a view to 

equa"lisation of the distribution of funds for education. Related to 

the latter, parity of all teachers' salaries was demanded by students 
under the OCR tn Johannesburg. Finally, in this regard, students in 
Soweto demanded that compulsory education be extended to all. 
3 • 2 • 2 • 4 Con;tro Z 

Students started effectively calling into question the control of 
their education when they demanded official sanction, and recognition, 
of SRCs so that they could have a say in matters which directly 
affected them. The only other grievance, which was related at all 
overtly to the same question, was that certain school committees in­
cluded members who did not have children at the schools and, therefore, 
had no right to be in such positions. (Argus 12.2.80, 13.2.80, 20.2.80, 

21.3.80, 22.3.80, 12.4.80, 14.4.80, 19.4.80; Cape Times 28.1.80, 20.2.80, 

15;3.80, 15.4.80; Herald 19.1.80, 22.3.80; Grassroots, April 1980: 1, 16; 

Social Review 9{May 1980) 15; Intergroup 3(June 1980) l; Interviewee 26) 

I 
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3.2.3 The issues and demands develop 

The above demands had all been made by the end of the boycott's 
first week. From as early as the week following, additional demands, 

many of a different order to those which had already been made, began 
to appear in pamphlets circulating amongst Black students in the 

Peninsula, on their placards, in newspaper reports of interviews with 
-students and of what students and others were saying at community 

meetings, as well as in the statements of student leaders. At the 

same time, the distinction between short- and long-term demands was 
introduced. Least documented in the main account were,the formulations 
of the demands contained in the pamphlets referred to above and it is, 
therefore,to those that special attention will be given below. 

The demands for specific changes within the schools were still 

there, as were.those calling for the reconstitution of the education 
system on a non-racial basis. The latter took the form of demands 

for 'equal education'~ for 'eq~ality in teacher-training for all 
future teachers', and for the same wage-structures for all teachers 
with equal qualifications without regard to 'race' or sex. (Document 
31) The. demands for changes in the constitution of the education 
system became linked explicitly to dema~ds for changes in education's 
en ti re context. 1 One system of free compulsory education for a.11 

people' was demanded for a context of 'one undivided South Afirca'. 
(Document 31) One pamphlet demanded 'freedom from EDUC/.\TIONAL 

domesticat;ion 1 along with freedom from 1 ECONOMIC suffocation ·.arid 
POLITICAL intimidation .arid persecution'. It went on to demand the 
'abolition of APARTHEID and RACIAi.ISM', a 'non-racial, anti-racist 
gavernment elected by the people', the 'release of ALL political 
prisoners', an 'international commission of. inquiry into deaths in 
detention', and an end to '"Coloured" and 11 Indian 11 favourism in the 
WESTERN CAPE'. (Document 16) Another pamphlet prefaced its enumera­
tion of specific demands with'the declaration: 'We reject APARTHEID 
AND ITS EDUCATION SYSTEM'. (Document 28) 

One pamphlet associated the students'. demands for 'equal education' 
with workers' demands for 'equal wages'. (Document 14) The Federation 
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of Cape Civic Associations issued a pampl1let in which it spelt out 
what was at issue as follows: 

'This struggle for equality in education is part of the 
struggle for equality in all spheres of life in South 
Afr·ica; it is, in fact, inseperabZe from the struggle 
for the full franchise, for democratic trade unions, 
for living wages, for equality in sport, for the right 
to live where one pleases, for the equal sharing of the 
land and all its wealth' (Document 31) 

Concerning what was being demanded for the content of education, 
it was that it be oriented toward the above changes being demanded in 

the constitution, and context of the sy~tem. Thus, one pamphlet 

demanded 1 EDUCATION FOR FREEDOM 1 (Document 12) and another 1 EDUCATION 

FOR .LIBERATION'. More concretely, a pamphlet demanded that there be 
'No ~ore racist books. No more racist lessons.' (Document 22) 

Another asserted the right of SRCs to be able to conduct awareness 
programmes. (Document 20) 

3.2.4 'Manifesto Tc the People of Azania' 

A comp1~ehensive list of the formal demands in support of wh-ich 

students in the Western Cape were boycotting, were published by the 

Committee of 81 in what they entitled their 'Manifesto To The People 
of Azania', dated 14 October 1980. These demands can be categorised 
in the same way as were those which had been in circulation at the 
beginning of the boycott with the addition - significantly - of a 
category for overtly political demands. 
3.2.4.1 Cost 

Only one category of demands received relatively less emphasis 
in the Manifesto than previously and that was the one concerning the 
cost of education to parents. The Manifesto contained two demands in 
this connection. The one was that 'a ffrm commitment ... be given 
that free prescribed textbooks are to be given at colleges and univer~ 
sities, whilst a bursary for stationary and other requirements is to 
be made available.' (Document 33, page 7, demand l(b) ) The other 
was a demand that 'no examination fees ..• be paid for Junior or 

Senior Certificate, nor for any other standa.rd' with immediate 
effect. (Document 33, page 10, demand 12) 
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3.2.4.2 

The demands which were categorised above as concerning, broadly 
construed~ the conditions in educational institutions remained 

similar. The first sub-category related to· material conditions. 

The Committee of 81 demanded that 1 all broken windows ... be fixed 

immediately~ inciuding those at primary schools. Broken doors, 

showers not functioning and general repairs must be carried out. 1 

Included here was a dema.nd for •central heating by next winter', 

describing it as a matter which touched them deeply. (Document 33, 

page 7, demand 2(a)) The Manifesto also demanded a ffrm commitment 

that there would be 1 an end to inferior prefab buildings. We see no 

reason why our sthools cannot be built properly.' (Document 33s page 8, 
demand 2(b)) Still in the first su,b-category was the demand for 
1 better facilities•. Their short-term demand in this regard was 

I 
formulated as follows: 

'To develop our academic potential to its fullest, we 
need an adequate supply of lab. equipment, woodwork, 
handwork, domestic-science, metal-work and needlework 
equipment - for physical development, we require 
sufficient sport equipment. For intellectual dev­
elopment, we need an abundant supply of library books. 1 

(Document 33j page, 8, demand 4{a)). 

There was also a demand for a firm commitment that al1 schools would 

be given an adequate school hall. (Document 33, page 8, demand 4(b)) 
The final demand in the sub-category concern'ing material conditions 
was for the immediate supply of new textbooks. It was spelt out 
further that 'No student should be required to share a textbook' 
and •.textbooks should be replaced every two years.' (Document 33, 

page 7, demand l(~)J 

The second sub-category of demands related to teachers. The two 
short-term demands in this connection were that 'teachers ... have 

. training in subjects they teach 1 {Document 33, page 8, demand 6(a)). 
and that the Junior Primary Teachers Diploma 1 be scrapped as it only 
requires a Standard 8 Certificate and thus hardly attract people who 
have had the opportunity to develop fully intellectually.or be ex­
posed to modern methods of research and education'. (Document 33, 

page 10, demand 13) The oth~r demand here was for a firm commitment 
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to 'better training facilities' for prospective teachers .(Docum~nt 33, 
page 8, demand 6 (b) ).. . Among the students' gri eva.nces at the 

beginning of the boycott ·- i.n particular those which had issued 

from Hanover Park - had been several to do with the unacceptable 

behaviour of many teachers. There had also been the demand that 

action be taksn against those teachers. The Manifesto contained no 

such demands nor any mention of the behaviour earlier identified as 
-unacceptable. 

The only demands which there had been in the third sub-·category -
concerning curriculum - at the beginning of the boycott, had been made 
by students at DCR schools in Johannesburg. The Committee of 81, 

however, put forward tv10 demands in th·is connection. The one rea.d 

as follows: 'Our textbooks should be objectively written. All propa­
ganda and distortions should be removed. A commission of i;iquiry 
into education ·initiated by the students will make ffrm proposals. 1 

On this, the Committee of 81 required 'a definite policy statement'. 

(Document 33, page 7, demand l (c)) ~ The other was a short··term 
demand under the heading 'Forcing of subjects': 'The l·imited choice 

we have should be expanded. We also wish to be offered a wide variety 
of subjects and thus to have greater choice in what we learn. 1 

(Document 33, page 9s demand 9) 

The specific demands which a fourth sub-category - concerrl"i ng 

open state presence in schools and repressive steps agairist staff and 
students - had contained, wer.e replaced by what are here categor-ised 
as overtly political demands which were directed at state reaction 
to the students' boycott. 
3.2,4..3 Consti·tution 

Concerning the students' rejection of the racist basis on which 
the education system was segregated and of differential resources 
being directed to its respective segments, the demands in the Manifesto 
were essentially the same as they had been at the start of the boycott. 
The Committee of 81 demanded 1 a policy statement on the scrapping of 
BAD, CAD and IAD' and expressed the 'wish to be merged into one ed­
ucational authority for all students in South Africa. We reject 

racisim and all its manifestations. 1 (Document 33, page 10, demand 15) 
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For the medfum-term, there was the demand that 'By the start of the 

next academic year, no permits should be required for entry into any 

educational institution 1 
- on this _again 'a firm commitment' was 

required. (Document 33, page 9, demand lO(b)) There was also a 

short-term demand that nine classified African students~ who had 
been refused admission to UWC, 'be allowed the right to attend'. 
(Document 33, page 9, demand IO(a)} 

The Manifesto contained several demands relating to the dis­

parity in the resources directed to the education of the respective 
1 population registration groups'. There was, first of all, a demand 

for 'an emergency amount of money' to 'be made available immediately 
to B.A.D., C.A.D., and I.A.D. schools for them to implement the 

(short-term) demands mentioned' elsewhe~e in the Manifesto. (Document 

33~ page 9, demand ll(a)) Secondly, the Committee of 81 declared the 
following: 

'At the next budget appropr1ac1on, there should be equality 
in the per capita expenditure on all students. Note: not 
only students under CAD, but all students. And no weak 
excuses about not being able to afford it. Cut down on 
Defence expenditure. Stop killing people on the border.· 
Start feeding people inside the border. 1 (Document 33, 
page 9, demand ll(b)) 

On the foregoing, the Committee demanded a firm commitment from the 

Government. The Manifesto also stated, as something requiring 'a 
definite policy statement', that 'The per capita problem ·is a 
problem of sepa;~ate educational institutions. 1 (Document 33, page 9, 
demand ll(c)) Still related to differential expenditure, the Committee 
of 81 demanded that 'An equalisation of the salaries of teachers 
c·lassified under various derogatory racial tags ... be started with 
immediately. 1 (Document 33, page Bi demand 6(a)) Finally~ in regard 
to the differential allocation of resources, there was the demand that 
'Free textbooks ... be given not only to schools under CAD, as has 
been happening, but also to our comrades suffering under Bantu Affairs 
and Indian Affairs'. (Document 33, page 7, demand l(a)) 
3.2.4.4 Contl'o°l 

The demand for SRCs was now linked explicitly to students' 
demand for greater control over their own education. The Manifesto 
demanded that ... 
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'The educational authorities recognise the right of 
students to form independent SRCs outside the control 
of the educational authorities, at every school, college 
and university .. These SRCs should have the right to 
receive both administ~ative and financial support 
from their schools and for the educational system. 1 

(Document 33, page 8, demand 5(a)) 

These demands were further elaborated in the following terms: 

'The SRCs should have a definite say in hew the school 
is run. The end of autocratic control by principals 
has come. Students must have a say in everything that 
affects them. School committees should have liaison 
in the SRCs before reachin9 decisions. These committees 
of students~ parents and teachers should from the start 
commit themselves to fighting for non-racialism and 
all their decisions should be governed by this principle. 1 

{Document 33, page 8, demand S(b)) 

The Manifesto contained one other demand based on an .assertion of the 

students 1 right to have control over their education and in this case 
over the facilities at their schools. The demand was that students 

'have the power to use the hall at any stage, on reasonable notice. 1 

{Document 33~ page 8, demand 4{b)) 
3.2.4.5 Political 

As mentioned above, the Manifesto contained a further category 

of demands which had not been made at the beginning of the boycott. 

These were overtly political demands, related, on one level) to the 
exigencies of their specific struggle at the time and~ on another 

levels to the nature of the struggle of Black South Africans in 
genera 1. In the former sub-category was, first cf i',\ 11 , a demand for 
the 'immediate and unconditional release of all detained in connection 
with the boycott. By 26 May 1980, they should all have been released 
without any further torture. 1 In addition, 'No other student or 
community member should be detained on the issue of the boycott•. 
(Document 33, page 8, demands 3(a) and (b)) U~der the heading 
'Intimidation•~ there was the demand that 1 No students should 
mysteriously disappear, espec-iany students v~ho have been chosen as 
reps for their schools. 1 The latter was prefaced by :A threat to the 
security police: detain any more of us then \'le \•Jill have to seriously 
consider taking some drastic steps.' (Document 33, page 9, demand 8{a)) 
The Committee of 81 also demanded that 'No teacher or student ... be 
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expelled for any reason pertaining to the boycott. The educational 

authorities had better tie the hands of those kragdadige principals 

who threaten to expel students. They should issue a statement soon 
to say that no student or teacher will be expelled because.of the 

boycott. 1 (Document 33, page 9,. demand 7 (a)) Further: 'No teacher or student 

should ever be expelled .for political·,reasons or. political ·act.ivity: Fol­

lowing imm~dfately in the same paragraph. upcin the lattet was an additional 
-·'demand', which it is unlikely the CommHtee of 81 had intended to 

direct to the Government, namely: 'Restrain teachers and principals 

who sell out the struggle of the people by belonging to the Labour 
Party, Freedom Party or any other quis.ling or sellout body.' 

(Document 33, page 9, demand 7(b)) The final demand falling into the 

first sub-category of political demands was headed 'Junior Certificate 
and Senior Certificate' and read as follows: 

'(a) For 1980, we cannot be tested on the whole syllabi 
as we protested against the junk education you've given 
us. 
(b) Our commission of inquiry into education w"ill make 
proposals as to whether internal examinations should be 
written or not. 1 (Document 33, page 10, demand 14) 

In the sub-category of demands relating to the struggle of 

Black South Africans generally, there was~ firstly, a demand that 
'all people detained for political reasons ... be released', the 
grounds given, being that such people 'have a meaningful part to 

play in determining the exact destiny of this nation'. On this, 

the Committee of 81 required a definite pol-icy statement. (.Document 
33, page 8, demand 3(c)) Following this demand, under the heading, 
'Intimidation', was the declaration that 'In sp'ite of years of 
banning and suppression of truth, the regime has failed miserably. 
The boycott is a monument to a 11 those who ha.ve fought for peace and 
liberty. 1 (Document 33, page 9, demand 8(b)) Finally, in call'ing for 
'one educational system', the Manifesto states the students• re­
jection of 'the divide and rule tactics of this regime' and concludes 
with the demand for 'justice and freedom•. (Document 33, page 10 
demand 15) 
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It is reasonable to assume that there would have b~er1 something 

approximating broad consensus over the demands enumerated in the 

Manifesto, having come, as it did, from the Committee of 81. However, 
particu1ar1y in the early stages of the boycott there was, as put by 

a pamphlet which is thought to have appeared possibly as early as 

the first or second week~ 'much confusion on what ... the cownon 

demands are.' (Document 10; Interviewee 35) A student interviewee 

-confirmed that there had been 'a lot of controversy over what the 

demands really were'. (Interviewee 21) 

3.2.5 Nature of the developments 

In documenting the development of the demands above, it could be 

seen how the initial demands behind which the students came out on 

boycott \\lete supplemented by, and in certain quarters subordinated to, 

demands directed at a reconstitution of the society at large. Insofar 

as the latter were not restricted to the educational sphere, they 

reflected a modified delimitation of the students' struggle. New 
1 inkages 1·1ere forged in students' minds a.s they traced the source of 
what they were protesting against in their schools to the society of 
which the education system was a part. 

The leadership of politically more sophisticated students and 

adult activists as well as teachers and even principals played a part 
in the latter process. An illuminating picture emerged from the 
interview of a principal who had been sympathetic to the students' 
objectives. He described an occasion very early in the boycott when 
he had been watchi_ng some of the students making placards: 

'When I looked at their demands, I felt quite embarrassed 
because if young people were going to make demands in 
South Africa they had to make them proper1y. If they 
were going to carry placards, the slogans had to be 
the correct slogans. At that stage the students were 
incapable of formulating their demands properly. Our 
view was that they had what we called - out of, I suppose, 
contlrnpt - 11 pl ategl ass 11 demands. They wanted improvements 
to the schools inside the locations. 
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1 I said to some of them: Look, let us assume that 
they do repair all our windows and they do build us a 
fence and they give us a most beautiful garden and all 
the equipment in the world, are you still in the 
location? And they said, yes. So what have you changed? 
I asked them. You have changed nothing.The situation is 
still the same because you are still in the location. 
You're still under the same social; economic and ed­
ucational system as before, but you've got all these 
marvelous things that you're asking for. I explained 
to the kids that you can't make demands like this -
if you want to bring about change in South Africa you 
have to relate it to the franchise. 

'The very next morning they had placards demanding 
a democratic education and the full franchise. 1 

(Interviewee 5) 

Short-term and long-term demands 

A distinction also introduced early in the boycott was that 
between short- and long-term demands. It was most lucidly set out in 
a pamphlet entitled 'Die Belangrikheid van 1 n Metode in Ons Stryd', 

which started circulating widely amongst a loosely defined leadership 
layer of students from about the second week of the boycott. Under the 
sub-heading 'SHORT TERM DEMANDS - LONG TERM GOALS', the pamphlet noted, 
'The first kind of demand made at schools is about broken windows) 
inadequate library facilities, lack of free supply of notebooks and 
textbooks, no Student Repr~sentative Councils, etc. 1 Having pointed 

out that some schools had already had some of these sorts of demands 
met, the pamphlet proceeded as follows: 

'These short term victories, however, are incomplete 
until they are linked up with long term goals. We must 
see how these short term demands are linked up with the 
political and economic system of this country. He must 
see how the fail-pass rate in schools are linked up with 

. the labour supply for the capitalist system, how low 
quality school buildings are linked to the unequal 
allocation of funds to education for children of the 
oppressed and children of the oppressor, how inadequate 
library facilities are linked with the need to confine 
and limit the thoughts of the oppressed, how distorted 
history textbooks are linked with the need to obscure and 
propagandise aga"inst the proud history of resistance of 
the indigenous people against economic slavery, h0toJ, in 
fact, the whole educational system against which we are 
rebelling, stems from the fact that we are denied basic 
political rights and thus political power. 1 (Document 10) 
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Different tactical statuses came to be attributed tb different 
demands in different quarters. · Some students saw the boycott, and/ 
or the more broadly based struggle for which they thought the 

boycott would serve as a catalyst, as having the potential to win 

them even the most i~adi ca 1 of their demands. At the other end of 

the spectrum were students who saw the boycott as aimed at winning 

the original educational demands. Some accepted that such demands 
~ere worth winning in their own right but conceived of them 

tactically as short-term demands which derived their real importance 

from an association with longer-term demands. Others saw all short­

term demands as of solely tactical significance. Into the last 
category fe·11, for example, an interviewee who had been prominent 

in the 1 eadershi p of the Committee of 81. lkcordi n~~ to him, 

'In the early stages~ lot of students were under the 
illusion ... that these minor, short-term demands were 
the real demands and we're going to aspire to get these 
grievances redressed. We knew that this was impossible. 
All they would do, is deliver floods of textbooks, e-tce·ter•a. 
But we weren't interested in things like that. 1 (Interviewee 
48) 

It is suggested that the fact that this student was himself in a school 
where few, if any, of the short-term demands would need to have been 
made, is mare than coincidental. He was either ignorant of, or 

choosing to ignore, the fact that for students at most schools such 
demands were real and meant a good deal. Nevertheless, it probably 
was the case that, as expressed by one student interviewed, who had 
been involved in the boycott though not in its leadershipj 'Students 
in general did not believe that the fundamental demands would, or 
could, be met.' (Interviewee 7) Another interviewee, who was in the 
leadership of Azapo and had been active during the build-up to the 
boycott and in its early stages, described 'the intention behind the 
1980 boycott 1 a.s having been 'not that students hoped to achieve 1:1hat 
they were demanding but that the students could act as a catalyst 
initiating a more broadly based struggle'. (Intervie\'/ee 36) 

Some students would have had access, even early in the boycott, 
to the guidelines on the tactical place of short-term demands con­
ta"ir1ed in the already cited pamphlet, 'Die Belangrikheid van 'n 
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Metode in Ons Stryd'. Referring to demands 'about broken windows, 

inadequate library-facilities, lack of free supply of notebooks and 

textbooks, no Student Representative Councils, etc', the pamphlet 

advises as follows: 

'These a.re important because everybody - the ordinary 
student from Standard 6 to Standard 10 - can appreciate 
them easily. These issues, because they appear to affect 
the lives of students directly, can be used as points 
around which to mobilise students. A mass meeting can 
be called, for example~ to discuss 11 the bad state of 
repair of the school buildings". In this meeting, as 
many students as possible should be given the opportunity 
to state what their grievances are. 

'J\.fter a reasonci.ble amount of discussion in the 
classroom, on the sportsfield~ at home, until finally 
a stage is reached where a set of demands are drawn up. 
These demands would than be understood, appreciated and 
supported by the majority of the students. These are 
the short term demands and form the basis -For future 
action. At this stage, students can be drawn into the 
struggle on the basis of these demands. ·If there is no 
thorough discussion by all students in a school, then 
students will not understand why they should participate 
in a particular line of action. Student leaders should 
not expect them to follow and learn from the call for a 
line of action because the mass of students have not 
mnde these demands independently. 

'Once the average student has reached the level of 
conscious militancy - when they see how short term demands 
and long term goals are linked and act on it - then the 
ground is ripe for unified and effective action. This is 
what has happened at those schools which have had their 
first taste of victory. 1 (Document 10 (How the pamph 1 et 
proceeds from where this quotation ends, has already been 
quoted.)) 

A final document of relevance in the present context was one which, 
as far as could be established, was drawn up by ari ad hoc group of 
adult activists concerned about the lack of any definite basis for the 
students to determine the duration of their boycott, given the seemingly 
indefinite nature of their objectives.. They would have been amongst 
many who became concerned that the impact of the students' stand 
would be dissipated in the event of the boycott not being brought 
to a timely tactical halt. The document under discussion was 
apparently intended as a contribution to the strategic thinking of 
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student leaders - it would seem, however~ to have been distributed 

only on a very restricted scale. (IntervievJee 61) Entitled simply, 
'Our objectives', it distinguish~s in point form between four 
tactical categories of objectives as follows: 

'Irmnediate (say, 2 weeks) 

1. Reinstatement of all teachers dismissed for reas6ns 
other than proven non-political misconduct. 

2. Repair of all schools and classrooms. 
3. Provision of all textbooks prescribed and essential. 
4. Abolition of compulsory uniforms. 
5. Public accounting of all school funds raised by 

students and parents. 
6. Denial of free access to Security Police. 
Short-term (say, this year) 

1. The right to autonomous SRC' s at a 11 secondary and 
high schools. 

2. Dismissal of all principals and teachers who con­
sistently abuse their authority. 

3. Free.(subsidised) travel to and from school for all 
primary and secondary students. 

4. Start to compulsory ·upgrading of an teaching staff. 
Mediwn-te1°m (say, end 1981) 

1. Equality of expenditure per student irrespective 
of colour or sex. 

2. Equal salaries for all teachers irrespective cf 
colour or sex. 

3. Equal ·conditions of service for all teachers 
irrespective of marital status. 

4. Pregnancy leave for all expectant female teachers. 
5. A national students' organisation linked to the 

movement for national liberation. 
6. Abolition of all permits for attending any educational 

institution. 
7. Compulsory PTA 1 s with freedom of expression for, 

parents and teachers. 
Long-term (?) 

1. A single department of education for all school­
going people. 

2. A free, democratic, non-racial system of compulsory 
education for all the youth of a free and united 
Azania 1 (Document 34) 

3. 3 Concept;ion..s of an alternative 

What does not emerge from the grievances and goals incorporated 
in the demands enumerated above is the extent to which students had 
any conception of what concretely should characterise the content of 
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the alternative education they sought, beyond having their specific 

grievanc~s redressed within a context of the sort of education they 
already had, on the one hand, and beyond, on the other, highly 

I 

general notions of wanting a unitary, non-racial system of free and 

compulsory democratic education. vJhat the content of an alternative 

education would be~ was not generally perceived to be an issue, let 
alone problematic. This naivete is apparent, for example, in the 

-following statement of a student to a reporter, being quite simply that 
111

We have given our alternative. vJe want an equal and unitary ed­

ucation in a democratic South Africa."' (Herald 17.5.80) One of the 
pamphlets circulating during the boycott urged students to explain 

to their parents that what they were wanting to replace the present 

system of education with v1as 'a democratic system of free, compu1sory; 

non-racial education in a single, democratic, free and united Azania'. 
{Document 37) Even more vaguely, another pamphlet declared that 1 We 
value a true and proper education which can equip us to take our 

place as citizens - as human being - in a modern progressive society. 1 

(Document 27) 

According to a community worker \'Jho played a high-profile part 
in the bus boycott, 'The students got het-up on protest but not really 
on alternatives. 1 (Interviewee 44) One of the students interviewed .. 
felt sure that 'There were a few students who might have had something 
of an alternative in mind to the present system but this was definitely 
not the case for the vast majority of students.' (Interviewee 38) 
Another student admitted, 'In general students didn't have much of a 

picture of what would or should replace gutter education.' (Interviewee 
21) According to a teacher interviewed, 

1

The students were absolutely certain that what they were 
getting was inferior to White education but they had no 
real idea of what any alternative model of education 
might look like. Initially they saw White education as 
that to whiCh to aspire. 1 (Interviewee 41) 

I 

In similar vein, another teacher said of the students at the school 
where he had been teaching in 1980 that they had •.. 
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'no v1s1on of an alternative. For many kids it was more 
or less just a question of wanting nice sports fields) a 
swimming bath, etceter'a ; . . . For many or most it was a 
question of having the same ed0cation as White kids. 1 

(Interviewee 32) 

By way of further illustration9 one student interviewee~ on being 

asked whether she thought students had understood what was meant by 

'equal education', replied affirmatively and, meaning to support her 
reply, she referred to having at the time discussed with friends how 

mLlch was 'spent on White kids at school 1 in comparison with what the 
Government spent on their m<1n education. According to he1·, they 

wanted in all ways to be given what Whites already had. (Interviewee 3) 

What the latter actually was_ in terms of content would seem to 

have been the subject of various assumptions. For instance) according 
to a teacher interviewed~ 'It was widely believed by students that 
White children were being taught different things. 1 (Interviewee 41) 

Another teacher described as 'quite ~revalent 1 the idea that 'Whites 
are taught the truth and we aren't'. (Interviewee 32) It is essential 
to emphasise at this point that there were also students with other 
ideas. There follows what one student said about the sort of ed­
ucation they had been seeking: 

1 1 don't think it was towards White education that 
we were striving as a model - I hope not. 

•The whole educational system has been geared so that 
a certain culture has been forced upon us - a culture not 
us. We are being forced to reject certain things which 
we should be identifying with - which we dO identify v!ith. 
The who 1 e th"ir1g of Western cul tu re and trying to confuse 
us as to what our roots really are: to me this is what 
our present education is based on and obviously we would 
change that. · 

1 1 don't think that for me anyway White education is 
any kind of model. I .know what's being forced down on me 
and I know ~hat I really want to learn about. I know 
what that new kind of education would be based on but how 
practically it would be done I don't know'. (Intenrieivee 21) 
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Only one of the other student interviewees attempted to give 
substance to the notion of an alternative content to education. It 

is not suggested that his obse~vations necessarily represent anything 
more than an individual's view but they might be illuminating none­

theless. Having characterised the work currently covered in school 

as seeming 'so childish'~ he commented without elaboration that 'it 

should be more progressive'. Describing 'a lot of subjects! as 'boring', 
he thought that what·is done in school should be 'related to what 

you're going to do when you go out to work' and students should not be 
'forced to choose subjects which are not really in their interests. 1 

Apart from envis~ging 'more facilities', the interviewee's only other 
point was that 1 teachers should be more open with th~ children - not 
just hide things. 1 (Interviewee 3) 

Finally, it is possible that at least some students did during 
the boycott move further than anyth"ing reflected above and actually 
reached a point beyond what they cou.ld articulate clearly at that 

stage. Thus, according to the teacher already quoted as having said 
that the students 'saw White education as that to which to aspire', 

'When they became more sophisticatedj they started 
grappling towards the sort of notion of not having a 
structured set of educatiohal values but education 
growing from the community, and that knowledge is not 
in the hands of a sacred few. That's the sort of thing 
the students were well on the way to saying although 
they couldn't articulate it. · 

'In a sense, they didn't really know where they 
were going. But clearly they were saying, inteP aZia, 
that the whole area of knowledge was something which 
needed examining. Awareness programmes, the sort of 

. th"ings they'd been doing during the boycott, the in­
clusion of the things they had found to be important, 
all these were necessary in their whole education, 
they realised. 1 (Interviewee 41) 

Only one pamphlet contained any ideas which suggested some 
substantive notion of what might constitute an alternative to existing 
education. Under the heading, 'AN ALTERN/lJIVE EDUCATION!!•, but with­
out presupposing the prior accomplishment of political and economic 
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change, the pamphlet outlines what it states that the 1 Brazilian 

educationist, Paulo Freire' sees as being 'the three functions' of 
education: 

'1. To make people aware of the exploitation in their 
society. People should be made aware that it is 
wrong and unnecessary that some peoplf.~ should swim 
in their wealth while others are starving. People 
see the link between low wages, poor living con­
ditions, the high price of food and the economic 
and political system of their country. 

2. To give a vision of a new society. Tell the people 
there are other alternatives to this society. We 
must see a society free of racism and exploitation. 
We m~st see how a system that can feed all of us and clothe 
and house all of us, works. We must· learn about_ a socjety 
in which we are.·humans~ot cogs in the capitalist 
machine. 

3. To show us how to transform and change our society. 
We must realise the power we have, how to use it, 
when to use it and where to use it. We must be pre­
pared to fight for a just and equal society. We must 
become.actively engaged in that fight for liberation 
as part of our educational process'. 

The pamphlet continues as follows: 

1 0f course, for that three functions of education, we do not 
refer only to formal education. Students, as part of the 
educational programme, must go into the community. Parents 
must be informed and enlightened. 

'This is EDUCATION FOR LIBERATION!!' (Document 12) 

Preceding these quotations, the same pamphlet poses certain questions 
concerning the content and control of the current educational .system. 
From the criticisms incorporated in these questions~ can be inferred 
more ways in which an alternative system might have been envisaged as 
being different, thus \<Jarranting still further quotation: 

'METHOD OF EDUCATION 
'In our classroom, the teacher speaks and the student 
listens. The teacher is the fountain of all knowledge and 
the student the empty container to be filled. The main 
function of the student is to pass the exams. He has 
to rewrite what he had be·en told. ~Je, as students thus 
became uncritical. Is this the best way of EDUCATING 
students? 
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'Do we really understand the schoolwork if it fed 
to us or do we, like parrots, just memorise it and repeat 
i.t during the exarns? 

'If we do not question the so-called facts the teachers 
blot our minds with, will we question the exploitative nature 
of our society? Is there a link between the ~act that we 
are taught not to think and to be critical and the fact that 
if we reflect about our exploitative society, then we would 
want to change it? 

'Is our educational system geared towards getting 
results? We strive towards getting good results. certifi­
cates or A-passes. To hell with understanding our work or 
liking it, as long as we can get good results then we are 
"justifying our presence at schools". 
'CONTENT OF EDUCATION 
'Who decides what our syllabi should be? What sort of 
things are we taught? Does what we learn have any relevance 
to our real lives? Does our education portray the rich 
layer of society in a favourable light? Are we allowed to 
have a say in what we are taught (although our parents pay 
for our supposed education)? 
1 CONTROL. OF EDUCATION 
'Who controls education in this society? If we say the 
state controls education, then in whose interest is the 
state? From v;hich group in society does all the agents 
of the state (members of parliament, army and police 
generals) come: the privileged or oppressed?' (Document 
12) 

3.4 Analysis in the pamphlets 

The students' identification of their grievances, goals and 

demands involved inevitably some analysis of the education system, 
the society as a whole, and how both might be changed. The obser­
vations, which follow, are intended to complement what has already 
been implicit in the above and r~fer principally to such analysis as 
appeared in pamphlets which were distributed during the boycott. 
Although the many pamphlets were far from uniform in analytic content, 
in the main they differed only in how far they took what was broadly 
an otherwise not inconsistent, albeit diversely formulated analysis. 
All of the pamphl~ts collected, located education in some broader 
political, or economic and political, context. None, in other words~ 
treated education as either explainable or transformable in isolation. 
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The most circumscribed and crudest analyses appear in two 
.. 

pamphlets issued under the name, :student Action for Non-racial 
Education' (S.A.N.E.), which was reasonably reliably identified as 
having been an ad hoc group associated with the Black Consciousness 

Movement or, more specifically, with Azapo. (Interviewee 34) The 
one pamphlet attributes no particular role to education and merely 

describes its effect as making 'intellectual cripples' of Black 
people. It gives as 1 the only reason for the chaotic state of 
"education'' ... the propagation, implementation and maintenance of 

RACIALISM'. The same pamphlet explains 'the existence of 11 Coloured 
Schools': 1 and of 'separate universities' together with 'the gross 
inequality between expenditure on white and Black education 1 as all 
being the result of 'POLITICAL DECISIONS ... made by whites'. From 
this, the pamphlet concludes, 'It is evident that our education can 
only become meaningful and relevant if POLITICAL DECISIONS are made 
BY US and not FOR US'. (Document 15) The other S.A.N.E. pamphlet 
in question takes matters marginally further in offering the following 
characterisation of, and implicit explanation for, the system of 
education: 

'This educational system incorporates the method and 
system of oppression including mental and intellectual 
enslavement. The education offered to us by the system 
only makes us dependent on more of this suppressive 
treatment, and renders increasingly incapable of or­
ganising our own lives around our own experiences and 
resources within our own communities. 1 

Later, it lays 'the blame for the social ills, injustices and the 
chaotic state of Black schools' on 'the Government with its lackeys, 
stooges, cowards and: · apologists 1 who 'are NOT acting in the interest 
of the masses but onZ.y for a minority group ·· "THE SUPREME WHITE RACE 111

• 

The pamphlet concludes that 1 because of malfunction and dereliction of 
duties, and because of the detrimental nature of it we as students 
totaUy REJECT the present government with its dehumanating SYSTEM 
OF OPPRESSION. 1 (Document 16} 
. .. '. 

Anoth~r pamphlet explains no more than that it is the government's 
'policy of apartheid that has given rise ·to the unrest in the country•. 
(Document 17) 
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Somewhat less crudes but still limited, is an analysis, the 
essence of which is that the 'oppressors', as the Government, use 
their political power to oppress Black South Africans by denying 

. . 

them political rights a.nd, in pursuance of a strategy of 'divide 
and rule', separating them into sections which are then treated 
differentially. The education system is conceived as being one 
part of such a strategy. (e.g., Dotument 11) Not only is the system 
'inferior 1

, it is not education at all - rather it is 'indoctrinationl 
'designed to Bant~ize, Colouredize and Indianize' Black people. The 
analysis is possibly deepene~ slightly with the introduction of the 
notion that this education is intended 'to program us for perpetual 
inferiority and slavery'. The latter is 'the poison imparted by the 
system 1 

• Thus, 

'the present system of education is totally bound up 
with the whole political and social structure in this 
land. The slave educational serves to protect and 
buttress a slave society. The system is designed to 
produce many nations - all with a slave status - and 
one nation (white) as baas'. (Document 27) 

It may reasonably be inferred that it is an analysis such as the 
above which informs the sort of pamphlet in which there is simply 
reference to 'the system of inferior, racist and 11 ethnic 11 schooling 
for slavery and exploitation. 1 (Document 24) 

Intermediate between the analytically crudest and 'the rel­
atively more sophisticated pamphlets are some which contain notions 
presupposing an analysis taken.further than the above but that do 
not show the course taken by the analysis in arriving at such points. 
Most importantly,they introduce an explicit, albeit elemer.tary, class 
analysis. Where this appears most 6ften is apparently as a response 
to the realisation that students cou1d not by themselves attain their 
long term goals. 'Can the BOYCOTT alone change the system of exploit­
ation?' asks one pamphlet. 'NO', it answers. According to another, 

'~Je • . . recognise that th·e backbone of the economy, upon 
which the capitalist rests, is the workers. Thus we have 
realised that our students, being an economically non­
productive sector of the oppressed, can on~y serve as a 
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support to the workers, who alone have the power to 
change society fundament;11l:f, 'in their to-the-death 
fight against the capitalists.' (Document 25) 

The identical position is found in yet another pamphlet, thus: 

1 
••• the workers ,,j form the backbone of the economy. 

The power to effect positive change lies not in the 
hands of the students and teachers who are unproductive 
in the economic structure, but in the work force who 
hold the key to economic stability and progress.' 
(Document 29) 

Formulating still the same point only slightly differently, yet another 
pamphlet reads as follows: 

'We need our parents to help us break our bonds. You 
fathers and mothers have the power. You are the economic 
backbone of this country. By having your full support 
in prayer, word and deed to do away with the stinking 
APARTHEID system and its evil creation.' (Document 18) 

One pamphlet simply assumes the need to 'link up the struggle in the 
school with the general struggle of the community and of the workers 
against oppression and exploitation'. (Document 26) Another tells 
students, 'The only true STRUGGLE is the struggle of the WORKERS.' 
Addressing 'parents', it states, 1 the WORKERS of the whole world are 
struggling against the CAPITALISTS. . .. where does the money of 
the rich capitalists come from? It comes from the work of our people 
who are SLAVES. 1 (Document 41) 

Thus, the characterisation of what is opposed, has been extended. 
Underlying, and giving rise to, 'inferior, segregated, so-called 
education' is not only 'racist apartheid' but 'capitalist inequality'. 
(Document 35) Apartheid is described as 'maintaining' a particular 
•economic system 1 which is exploiting 'our parents the workers' today 
and, as 'the workers of tomorrow•, will in due course be exploiting 
those who are now studer.ts. (Document 28) Furthermore, education is 
related directly to capitalist exploitation. 1 Inferior education' is 
identified as 'the source of supply for a cheap labour system'. 
{Document 18) The Manifesto presents education as merely preparing 
students 'for the labour market by stuffing• them 'with facts'. It 
contains the following brief analysis: 
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'Students see the lack of textbooks and poor library 
facilities as a sign that they are trained to fit into 
the working-class in the capitalist system. Their white 
counterparts are trained to become managers and bosses. 
The parents see thei~ low wages and poor housing con­
ditions as being tied up with the political and econ­
omic system. Thus, the root causes of all the small 
hassles and the big problems in our lives are searched 
for. The root causes are not our laziness, not fate 
or bad luck, not our stupidity, but rather an exploitative 
economic system and an oppressive political system. 1 

(Document 33, page 5) 

Also in this category of pamphlets is the idea that the changes 

sought in the educational system could only be attained - at any rate 
meaningfully - in the context of fundamental economic and political 

changes. For instance, one pamphlet states, 'We do not want "open 

doors" nor "better'' education in the context of the present political 
system, but education for social change accompanied by social changes. 1 

(Document 18) According to another, 'There can be no free and demo­
cratic system of education for all in an unfree and undemocratic 
country such as their South Africa, just as there can be no "normal 

sport" in an abnormal society. 1 (Document 35) 

Finally, in quotations such as those that follow, something of the 

contingent and contested character of the educational terrain seems 

to begin to come through: 

'We are aware as students coming from working class 
backgrounds, that our parents cannot afford to provide 
shelter, food and education for us. (1) The policy 
of the State is to make it financially difficult for 
us to stay at school. (2) We are then forced to 
leave school and join the cheap labour force.' 
(Document 28) 

Addressing, in Xhosa and English, the 'SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF AFRICA', 
another pamphlet warns students in these terms: 'if you believe in 
this school education, you will become as tame as lambs. Remember -
before the whites came - every father and mother was a tea.cher. 1 

(Document 41) The Manifesto declares, for example: 'We must force 
our teachers to teach us about our struggle. They must refuse to 

merely prepare us for the labour market by stuffing us wH.h facts.' 
(Document 33, page 1) 
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The third category of pamphlets identified, elaborate and 

extend sti 11 further the analysis of South African sod ety, generally, 
and, specifically, of its education system. To convey the content 

and quality of the kind of analyses to which a large number of students 
would have had access warrants some substantial quotations.· The 

account given of the society as a whole win be documented first. 

What most critically characterises South African society is the 
want of the Black oppressed alongside the wealth of the White rulers. 

Thus, 

'Millions of South Africans live lives filled with star­
vation and want. This happens in a country with vast 
reserves of gold, diamonds, uranium and other precious 
minerals, with fertile.agricultural lands that yields 
enough food for a11 ·of us and with the most highly 
developed and industrialised system of production in 
Africa. ' (Document 12) · 

Responsible for this is not apartheid as such but precisely that 

which accounts for apartheid. At the root of it all is not 1 sorne 
special evil in white people 1 but •an economic system in which the 

wealth of our country, the mines, the factories and the big farms, 
are owm~d by a tiny minority. This ownership enables them to 
exploit the labour of the working people for their own profit:. 
(Document 19) It is an economic system 'designed to perpetuate the 

privileged position of the White Ruling Class'. (Document 49) But 
, 

'WHO MAKES THIS SYSTEM WORK? 1 asks a pamphlet which goes on to 
furnish the following answer: 

'In part, it is the police force, the army and a 11 the 
other forces of state r.epression that see to it that the 
11 1 aw 11 is obeyed. . . . . . In parts it is the co 1 laborators, 
the stooges and the dummies of the Bantustans, CRC, 
Indian Council, Community Coundls, Management Committees 
and all the other paid agents of the rulers who bluff 
the people to believe that there is 11 something 11 for them 
in this oppressive-system. But there is another part to 
the answer.... · 

'It is none other than our> parents who mak.e the 
system work. Not because they v1ant to but because they 
believe they have to make it \'Jork. O'u.r parents are 
workers. It is the workers of this country who produce 
its wealth .. ' (Document 37) 
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However, instead of enjoying the benefit of that wealth which they 
produce, 'black workers are paid wages which are just enough to 
survive ·· and to keep on work"ing.' (Docu;nent 19) 'They pay high 

rents for the places in which they live. They have to pay high 
prices for food for their children. They have to work for long 
hours at tiring and boring jobs.' (Document 12) 'For the bosses it 

is different. 1 (Document 19) They ... 

'who do virtually no work, live lives of wealth and 
splendour. The bosses eat caviar and drink champagne. 
They drive around in beautiful cars and live in huge 
mansions. Yet the workers produced all the goods of 
society. This is thus an exploitative society, where 
a few parasites live off the sweat of the workers. 1 

(Document 12) 

'Simply because they OWN the mines, factories, land, 
etc., they take from the workers whatever is produced 
and becomes the holders of vast fortunes which they 
manage as they please. This makes them the masters; 
not only of 'their' workers, but of society as a whole. 
They are the real power behind the government and it 
is for thei~ beri~fit above.all, and for the protection 
of their property, that the repressive forces of the 
South African police state are set to work. 

'APARTHEID SERVES THE INTERESTS OF THIS CAPITALIST 
SYSTEM IN SOUTH AFRICA~ To suit the needs of the em­
ployees~ it moves black workers like cattle from place 
to place under the strictest control, by means of the 
pa.ss laws, "Bantu Administration 11

, and the contract 
labour system. It uses the Bantustans as great dams 
of unemp 1 oyed 1 abour, \1Jhere Africans are made to wait 
until the bosses cal 1. It denies black people demo­
cratic rights. It bans their political organisations 
and fmpri sons their leaders. . .... 

'In these and many other ways {including education 
which is covered separately below) apartheid holds the 
black working class in conditions of near-slavery. TO 
MAINTAIN AND DEVELOP THE EXPLOITATION OF THE WORKERS 
IS THE BASIC PURPOSE OF THE APARTHEID SYSTEM. 1 

This is why, as asserted earlier in the same pamphlet, 

'once the struggle against apartheid breaks out into the 
open, it rapidly becomes a SOCIAL STRUGGLE against the 
ruling CLASS. It becomes a strugg]e of the working 
people against the employers. 1 
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'the struqgle "in South Africa ·is riot against apartheid 
"pure and simple", not against white domination ALONE, 
but ALSO against the whole system of class exploitation 
which underlies it'. 'in South /\fdca today the 
WORKING CLASS ... has become the driving force for 
change. The power of the workers to stop production 
STRIKES AT THE ROOTS OF THE APHRTHEID SYSTEM. ' 
{Document 19) 

'If the workers could be put in a position where they 
could say for a few weeks : WE WILL NOT WORK TO MAINTAIN 
APARTHEID AND CAPITALIST EXPLOITATION, the present loud­
mouthed, kragdadige government would be shaken to its 
very foundations. 1 (Document 37) 

All of the pamphlets falling into·the category, which-is now ~eing 
dealt with, conceive of the strongest possible linkages between the 
education system and the greater 'System'. There are, first of all, 
genera 1 assertations of the latter 1 s causa 1 responsibility for the 
former. Thus, for example, according to one of the pamphlets, 1 The 
condition of the ghetto schools and the gutter education are the 
outcomes of the whole system of racist oppression and capitalist 
exploitation. 1 (Document 37) Another states that it all 1 st.ems 
from the fact that we are denied basic political rights and thus 
political power.• (Document 10) On a more specific level, the same 
pamphlet links their 1 low quality school buildings' with 'the unequal 
allbcation of funds to education for children of the oppressed and 
children of the oppressor'. (Document 10) 

Further than this 5 there is the notion that why the greater system. 
has given rise to the education system which it has, is because it 
somehow depends on such education. Thus~ for example, referring to 
the predominance of 'White Ruling Class interests' in South Africa, 
one pamphlet states, 'All this would not be possible if it was not 
for tribalised, segreg~ted and inferior education .... 1 (Document 49) 

. Another, after explaining the exploitative basis of South African 
society, asserts that 'Education is one· part of this society' and 'is 
thus designed to reinforce' it. (Document 12) 

According to a pamphlet put out by the Federation of Cape Civic 
Associationss education's 'function is to serve the intersts of the 
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particular social system \lfhich has given rise to it.' (Document 31) 
Serving these intersts means fulfi1ling functions necessary for the 
system's survival. The first such function is that of 1 IDEOLOGICAL 
CONTROL'. The following analysis appears under that heading in one 
of the pamphlets: 

'Workers will organi~e themselves and overthrow the 
oppressive economic and political system of this 
country if they were a\'Ja re of the nature of their 
exploitation. The ruling group in South Africa has 
too much to lose if this society is destroyed. They 
wi 11 thus try to con vi nee workers that the current 
system is the best system. They control our minds 
and thoughts in the classrooms. They decide what we 
are taught. Our history is written according to 
their ideas. Biology and Physics are subjects taught 
in schools but which we cannot apply to our everyday 
lives. We learn all about the grasshopper and the 
digestive system of the squint-eyed caterpillar, 
but we are not told that most diseases of the workers 
stem from the fact that they are undernourished and 
overworked. They only dare dream about meat and milk 
and fruit and fish. Mieliepap and unhealthy bredies 
... for the workers but bacon, eggs, toast, orange 
juice and steaks, roasts, fish for the bosses. This 
we are not taught in our schools although this is our 
reality ..... Our classrooms have become exclusive. 
They are re~oved from the real world. Thus uur 
thoughts are regulated away from our oppressive 
surroundings. We are taught Biology, not in terms 
of the Biology of Liberation where we can tackle the 
concept of "race" to prove that there is no such thing 
as race. We are taught Geography, but not the Geography 
of Liberation. We are not taught that 80% of South 
Africans are dumped on 13% of the land (homelands). 
We are not taught that in spite of the wide open spaces 
of South Africa, people are crammed into council houses 
in Hanover Park, Parkwood or Mananberg (the ghetto 
cities) or in tin shacks in Crossroads (the squatter 
city)'. (Document 12) 

Another pamphlet also argues that 'They ... use education to 
control our minds with their ideas' 'of 11 race 11 and 11multi-nationalism'". 
(Document 31) One pamphlet asserts the links between 'inadequate 
library facilities' and 1 the need to.confine and limit the thoughts of 
the oppressed' as well as between 'distorted history textbooks' and 
'the need to obscure and propagandise against the proud history of 
resistance of the indigenous people against economic slavery'. 
(Document 10) 
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The second-to-last quotation goes on to conclude with two 

questions:- 'How does education reinforce tribalism and thus instill 

a "coloured", 11 indian 11 or 11 bantu 11 mentality upon us? Hhy does the 

educational system try to do this? 1 {Document 12) One of the 
pamphlets in which some answers are provided, is a pamphlet addressed 

to 'the Muslim Community'. There we read that ... 

'The various oppressed groups are so separated from 
one another that more than 95% of the "Coloured" and 
11 Indian 11 students, in their 12 years at school have 
never met a ns1ack 11 student on a student-to-student 
basis. We are so separated from one another that 
when the average 11 coloured 11 student demands a better 
equipped laboratory, he seldom realises th9t his black 
fellow student does not even have a laboratory; when 
he demands more and better text books, he never realises 
that black fellow students living under poverty-stricken 
conditions must buy their nwn text books and writing 
books. 1 

'The White Ruling Class are experts at deceiving the 
oppressed people, and making them accept their deplorable 
conditions. The methods they use to protect their 
privileged position, varies from detention, torture and 
bullets; but without doubt the most effective method 
is the enslavement of the mind, through the education 
system. By creating separated educational systems for 
the different groups, 11 White", 11 Black 11

, 
11 Coloured 11 and 

11 Indian 11
, with their different text books, syllabi and 

curricula, based on a racist dogma, they aim to churn 
out 11 bruines 11

, 
11 moore 11

, and 11 K.:iffir~ 11 • The Hhite Ruling 
Class functions on the principle of divide and rule. 
If they can divide us into our various groups (via 
separate education) we 1 ll start believing that we are 
different from one another and consequently we either 
hate, fear or despise each other as uhotnotte 11

, 
11 slamse 11

, 

11 kaffirs 11
, and 11 moore 11

•
1 (Document 49) 

Another pamphlet points out that 1The system is further broken 
up into the Transkeian, Ciskeian and other tribal sub-systems'. 

{Document 31) Elsewhere it is argued that 

'we differ from each other only in the size of the crumbs 
that the White Ruling Class throws to us, while they 
devour the lion 1 s share of this country 1 s wea1th. The 
idea of us being different on the basis of colour is 
essentially false and it is maintained by the rulers 
through the separate education. Separating us from 
each other, makes it easier for the rulers to control us. 1 

(Document 49) 
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The second-to-last cited pa~~hlet concludes that 1 the most 
important functfon of education is to tribalise/ divide the nation 

of South Africa'. (Document 31) Why 'the system o( education has 
to conform to, and reinforce, the idea of a dFv-ided South African 
nation', argues the same pamphlet,_ is in order 'to provide the cheap 

Zabour foPce - skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled - required by the 
capitalist system'. (Document 31). 

Training Black people ~for the cheap labour market' is the 
other fundamental function of the education system. Most crudely 
expressed, Black students are being 11'educated 11 and 11 trained 11 to 
become slaves in an apartheid-capitalist society'. (Document 37) 

The pamphlet containing what is perhaps the most developed analysis 
of South African society as· a whole, says of '.the "education" 
system' no more than its 'stated aim is to prepare blacks only for 
the role of menial labourers'. (Document 19) Moving.towards a 
more specific level of analysis, one of the pamphlets links, albeit 
without elaboration, 'the fail-pass rate in schools' with 'the labour 
supply for the capitalist system'. (Document 10) Another pamphlet 
tries to provide this linkage with some substance in the following 

· way: 

'The labour market needs a certain amount of dust-
men, factory workers, doctors, managers, shop assistants 
and the like. Our schools are thus primarily a training 
centre for capitalism. The system is designed so that 
enough people fail in the lower standards so that they 
can become low paid workers. People do not fail because 
they are born stupid but because they are trained to be 
stupid and thus to fa i1.: (Document 12) 

Related in part to the latter analysis, another pamphlet asserts, 
'To the whites, education is a training for leadership and management, 
to the oppressed groups~ it is a ·preparation for their subservient role 
in the South African society.' (Document 49) 

'So instead of education enriching our minds it teaches 
us to fit into the capitalist society. We are taught 
Accountancy merely to calculate the profits of the capitalist. 
We are taught Physics only to be able to make new machines 
to save manpower and in so doing to gain more profits for 

l 



342 

the ruling class. We ~re taught medicine to patch up 
tired and undernourished workers who have suffered 
the ills of capitalism. Thus the workers are.cured 
to produce more profit for the workers.• (Document 12) 

3. 5 Strategy and tact1.:cs 

Having seen something of what the students sought to achieve 
and of the analysis which. informed their actions', conside.ratimr:·11/i11 
now be given to the content of students• consciousness concerning 
how to conduct their campaign and what contribution it could make 
to the achievement of their objectives. P.s already intimated, students 
did not have a uniform view of strategically what they were attempting 
to achieve through the boycott. According to a student interviev1ed, 
'many were suffering under severe· illusions about what was going to be 
achieved'. (Interviewee 57) Sann described how 1 From the kids you got 
the impression that they felt they had finally got the Government over 
the barrel. They felt that the revolution was here. They were already 
appointing ministers and dishing out the boodle. 1 (Interviewee 47) 

This is not to negate the significance of the impact on students 
made by experiencing what another interviev.1ee identified as ... 

'a.real feeling that they were involved in the making 
of history. Almost hopefully students \vould look to see 
if the police were at the school gates. And they never 
were, of course. But this would have given them a sense 
of achievement, of playing a significant part. 1 

(Interviewee 41) 

At the same time, many students• lack of realism in assessing what they 
were actually achieving is undeniable. For instance, according to a 
teacher interviewed,, 

'The mistake that they all made at the time was that because 
the police were not beating up the kids, therefore the police 
were scared of them. This was what the kids were telling me. 
Kids and teachers thought they were getting victories. 1 

( Interv·i ewee 37) 
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Another student told of 'students who, at the beginning, really 
felt that we were going to conqu~r'. But, this interviewee added, 
'That kind of thing was smashed obviously'. (Interviewee 21) 
Saying that the students had over-estimated the potential of a 
schools' boycott, a principal interviewed, outlined his understanding 
of what he called 'the logic of their thinking': 

'They had thought ... that if they brought out the pupils 
then automatically, almost ipso fac"/:;o, the who 1 e community 
was going to come out in their support. This was then 
going to snowball and the whole of South Africa was going 
to come out. ........ they had a mechanistic attitude .. ,.. 

'When this thing didn't come off, there was a tremendous 
amount of disillusionment. They couldn't - and still 
can't, for the most part - see that what they had done, 
was a contribution as others will contribute all over the 
country until eventually those who stand for a truly non­
racial democracy will come out victorious. All these 
little things come together. But they can't see it like 
that. They thought that this thing was just going to 
snowball and they were going to come out successful at 
the end.' (Interviewee 5) 

The other side of what emerged from the interviews was that at 
least.a section of the student leadership, if not a sizeable section of 
the students generally~ were convinced of the constraints on what they 

I 

could achieve by means of a boycott. Thus, according to one of the 
students interviewed, 'There was no such illusion that.this was the 
start of the revolution - or, if there was, only amongst very few. 
Certain teachers did accuse us of trying to find a short-cut to the 
revolution'. (Interviewee 48) Another student interviewee asserted 
categorically, 

'Students did not expect to achieve what they were 
demanding but intended their protest to be rather symbolic. 
The leaders, or core, of the Committee of 81 knew this 
but the general students did not. At Mount View and Crystal, 
for example, tne boycott served to them as getting new 
textbooks, etcetera. As it progressed, then it became 
something symbolic but at the initial stages it wasn't and 
students really wanted their textbooks, etcetera.' 
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Later, in the same interview, but in a different context, he 

confirmed his assertion in the following terms: 

'We knew we would never achieve what we wanted without 
an entire restructuring. The whole point (of the 
proposed three-week suspension of the boycott) was to 
stop and show the community that we 1 ve given them 
time, they're not willing to meet our demands, we there­
fore .continue with our grievances. 

1 How this pretty sophisticated line of tactical thinking 
was put across to students was simply by saying that we 
wanted our textbooks, etcetera.. And the mass of 
students genuinely thought in terms of those grievances . 

. The core group, though, definite1y thought differently. 1 

(Interviewee 27) 

Another student described 'the main object of the boycott' as having 

been ..• 

'to conscientise, firstly, the students, then go out to the 
parents and community. If you want to achieve final 
victory then everybody must be on the same level of 
consciousness and that has to be a very high level. So 
the main object was to get the people aware. 1 

(Interviewee 54) 

A further illustration is taken from an interview in which an 

account was given of the perspective of the student leaders at a 

particular school 

' 
'The leadership was clear from the beginning that they 
should come out on boycott only on the condition that 
it would not be another protracted unplanned boycott, 
which would run inevitably into the sand, but be a 
demonstration to fellow students that they could take 
over the school and by doing so showing them what 
could or should be done with the schools. The objective 
had to be to mobilise the masses through the boycott, 
not mobilise the minister. (Interviewee 40) 

Certainly it was the latter, rather than the former, conception 
of the boycott that students would have predominantly beEn exposed to 
by the pamphlets circulating amongst them. As early as its first or 
second week, a key pamphlet contained the following conception of the 

'boycott as a tactic of struggle':· 
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'The boycott is not an .end in itself. It is not a holiday, 
n~ither will it transform South African society overnight. 
It is a planned political act, which is designed to achieve 
short term victbries within a given space of time and also, 
to raise the general political consciousness of broad 
layers of students. The boycott can achieve short term 
victories. These are important because they given students 
confidence in themselves, teach them through practical 
experience the basic lessons of organisation and create 
the climate wherein political consciousness can flourish.' 

'There is general consensus that a call to boycott should 
be a boycott of indoctrination-riddled classes. There is 
to be no stay away from schools if the boycott is to 
achieve its aims. The school becomes the centre of 
activity during a period of boycott.' 

'An extended boycott appears to be wrong tactically. It 
would perhaps be wise to call for a boycott for a specific 
period of time.' (Document 10) 

Finally, students were constantly made aware of Government 
attempts to bluff and buy certain sectors of the oppressed off and 
even bring them into the enemy fold. Thus, for example, a pamphlet 

poses the question 

'WHY DO THE WHOLE S A PRESS, RADIO, TV, WHITE POLITICIANS 
AND COLLABORATORS all unite and insult us by labelling our 
struggle 11 Coloured 11 ? l·Jhy play up 11 Coloured 11 and "Indian" 
grievances and not "African"? Because once again they want 
to break our unity. DIVIDE AND RULE. Not only this! 
There is something more sinister. The oppressor wants to 
turn 11 Coloured 11 and "Indian" against 11 African 11

• The 
oppressor wants to hijack the 11 Coloured 11 and "Indian" away 
from the liberation struggle and to win them over as allies . 
. ... That is the meaning of every white politician falling 
over· his feet to get "Coloured" and "Indian" grievances 
dealt with "sympathetically". That is the real meaning 
of the commission of inquiry that P W Botha wants to start 
into "Coloured" a.nd 11 Indian 11 education. I (Document 11) 

Another pamphlet warns students in the following terms: 'Do not be 
fooled by the patching up of riot~torn schools and the dismissal of 
school heads. These measures are taken to blunt our grievances not. 

to provide a SOLUTION 1
• (Document 15) 
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As with student perceptions concerning what they were 
attempting to achieve through the boycott, two loose sets of 
strategic and tactical orientations may be identified. One 
pamphlet argues that 'We Must Have Clarity Before Action' 
(Document 10) while a S.A.N.E. pamphlet urges that 'We learn to 
do by DOING - so let us get on with our task 1 • (Document 15) 

-·Especially in the boycott's earlier stages, there was 'an 
emotional mood of confrontation and militancy amongst students'. 
(Document 10) A pamphlet, however, gave the following reasons 

for their not wanting 'a recurrence of 1976': 

'The total chaos that reigned due to the lack of 
organisation; 
The opportunistic unruly element that strove to 
feather their own nests; · 
The Gestapo-like display of police power which 
resulted in the unnecessary loss of life.' 
(Document 29) 

In the week of the Athlone march, a local newspaper reported 
that a major preoccupation with the students was 'the spectre 

of '76'. According to the report, 

'That is something they say they don't want. But 
their fear is that things might escalate. They are 
the first to admit a stage can be reached when 
large crowds simply cannot be controlled. They are 
not ready to admit that this stage has been reached 
and, indeed, pride themselves on the fact that 
everything has so far been tightly controlled. 

'"Even when they caime after us with batons and with 
teargas, we did not try to lift up stones. You see, 
we don 1 t 0ant to throw stones. We don't want 
violence, in fact we admit we are scared of violence. 
What sensible person would not be scared of violence?"' 
(Argus 26.4.80) 

Furthermore, the Committee of 81 appealed to students to •avoid 
direct ~onfrontation with the police, in the light of a new strategy 
which entails complete non-violence and the mobilisation of the 
broader community'. (Intergroup 3 (June 1980)4). Other pamphlets 
emphasised the need for organisation and planning on the basis of 
clear princip1es_(e.g., Documents 10, 31, 46). 
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Concerning specific strategies and tactics mooted, 

'Many hair-brained ideas were seriously put forward. 

'For example, some of the students wanted to call a 
general strike as the final blow to the system. After 
being questioned about their ability to organise it 
and their contact with the masses of the working class, 
it was announced the next morning that on reflection 
it was recognised that they weren't in a position to 
call a general strike then and that they'd work on it 
for the next couple of weeks and call a general strike 
then. 

'Another idea was to tie up the police by all the students 
going to police stations and laying false charges against 
each other. 

'Some of them believed the campaign of economic dis­
ruption would bring the economy to its knees.• 
(Interviewee 57) 

An argument that some students used in support of an indefinite 
boycott was that, if they cut themselves off from being educated, 
they would be cutting off the supply to the labour market of something 
on which capitalism itself depended. (Interviewee 40) The implication 
was that students had the power to hold the whole system to ransom 
by means of what, on an individual level, would have amounted to 
educational-economic kamikazi. One of the S.A.N.E. pamphlets quoted 
above, without actually calling for complete withdrawal from state 
schools, nonetheless confidently asserts, 1The schools of oppression 

can be closed, for then we close once and forever the SYSTEM ·of OPPRESSION.' 
(Document 16) 

In contrast, there was also much maturity in student thinking 
on the strategy and tactics of the boycott. Reflecting something 
of the tone and content of the ideas which were in circulation, the 
following is to be found in one of the students 1 pamphlets : 

'Our struggle, the Educational struggle, is part of 
a larger struggle - the struggle against the whole 
oppressive, exploitative system. We realise that as 
students, we cannot overthrow the state on our own -
we need the support of the majority, the workers. 
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We realise that our strong point is our potential 
economic value. We also realise, however, that we 
cannot go on boycotting indefinitely (although 
this would hurt the state tremendously) because of 
the majority of the oppressed's financial condition. 
We therefore have to rely on the workers to continue 
the struggle on the economic front until our 
potential economic power has been transformed into 
11 kinetic 11 economic power'. (Document 20) 

Another pamphlet describes how students involved in the 1976 uprising 
'soon realised that bravery alone was not enough. They had shown 
their willingness to die if need be for the liberation of the people 
••• but they lacked the means to strike an effective blow. 1 

Elsewhere in the same pamphlet it is asserted, 

'NOTHING CAN TAKE THE PLACE OF THE MASS POWER OF THE 
OPPRESSED PEOPLE THEMSELVES. Only when the toilers, 
young and old, rise to action in their tens and 
hundreds of thousands against' all the forces and 
institutions of the state, is the racist regime 
seriously challenged and its authority shaken. 1 

{Document 19) 

The same or equivalent themes are to be found in numerous of the 
pamphlets which were in circulation. (e.g., Documents 16, 18, 19, 

20 ,- 25' 29' 37) 

A student interviewed for a newspaper was reported as having 
said, inter alia, the following 

'"We learnt an important lesson that a boycott or two, 
and the students on their own, can't bring about 
meaningful changes. We realised how important workers 
are to the fight for change and the historical signifi­
cance of th·e part played by our elders. 111 {Herald 17.5.80) 

In an interview with a student leader, who had been pro~inent in the 
Committee of 81, he claimed, 

'We were clear that this was a student movement to a large 
extent. It's very limited as such. The latter was a 
lesson that was learnt in the course of the boycott. We 
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later tried to establish links with some labour 
organisations to effect some action from the workers, 
to broaden out. 

1 We knew that it's so easy to indulge in intellectual 
politics. We tried to activate workers by embarking 
on action because we .learnt that the workers relate in 
terms of action. It's no good giving them a pamphlet 
which they don't understand, with academic terms, 
etcetera. But when they see students embarking on 
action, then they relate to this. And this is what 
actually happened.' (Interviewee 48) 

To balance the picture emerging at this point, it needs to be 
noted that especially students in non-leade~ship roles were not all 
as 'clear• and certain as the last quoted student leader claims to 
have been. Thus, for example, one student recollected in an 
interview how ... 

'there was always this phrase that our struggle isn't a 
lone one but is a struggle with the workers and in the 
community. Yet, this was only a phrase adopted by the 
students. This idea of actually joining up with the 
workers wasn't really there. There was nevertheless 
always this feeling of solidarity and also of being of 
secondary importance next to the workers. \.Je 1 i stened 
to the workers for it was always stressed that they were 
the most important. 1 (Interviewee 27) 

'·· 
A slightly different angle was apparent in the account of another 

student leader who told of how students had come to realise that, where 
their power really lay, was in ~heir ability to influence their parents. 
They also reaiised, however, that, without a great deal more organisa­
tion, it was not easy for their parents/the workers to.come out on 
strike. (Interviewee 53) 

Nothing was more central to the strategic conception carried 
in the pamphlets than the absolute necessity of. 'unity' and 'united 
action' (e.g., Documents 10, 11, 20, 21, 22, 27, 31, 33, 46) Right at 
the outset, for instance, the key pamphlet, already cited several times, 
declared that 'a united decision on when to boycott should be taken by 

all schools. We are united in our stand against racist and inferior 
education. United we should detide the date of boycott. 1 How long 
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the boycott should last, again 'should be a united decision. 
Individual schools sho~ld not be allowed to trickle back in a 
disunifying, spontaneous way. WE GO OUT TOGETHER, WE COME BACK 
TOGETHER!' {Document 10) Some two months later, a pamphlet, in 
drawing out 'the lessons of June 16th,' stressed the point in 
the following terms 

'There must be complete UNITY of all oppressed people and 
NO DIVISIONS between students and parents, between 
"Africans", 11 Coloureds 11

, and "Indians", between Xhosa­
speakers, Tswana-speakers, Zulu-speakers, etc., between 
country people, 11 mi grants" and town1t1orkers, and at home 
between women and men. ALL ARE EQUAL IN THE STRUGGLE 
\.lUST AS ALL ~!I LL BE EQUAL IN THE NE\~ AZAN II.\! The enemy 
uses divide and rule; our reply is UNITY OF THE 
OPPRESSED. 1 (Document 46) 

Finally, it is observed that with the exception of one pamphlet 
which called for 'those thousands who have crossed our borders to 
continue the ARMED STRUGGLE' to be remembered on 16 June, and another 
which referred to 'Umkhonto we Si~we - the armed wing of the A.N.C.' 

having the week before 1 bombed one of the tulers 1 key strategic 
installations, SASOL 1

, no mention was made in pamphlets - nor in 
interviews - of their struggle being carried further by violent 
means. Nor, however, was there explicit rejection of such a course. 
The pamphlets concentrated on strategic options which would have been 
of more inunediate pertinence to those being addressed (e.g., 
Document 39) .. One pamplet was ambiguous when referring, inter aZia, 

to the police shooting of the two young persons in Elsies River: 
'It is not the oppressed that uses violence. It is the oppressor! 
Our violence is but a reaction to their brutality.' (Document 17) 
No general rejection of violence was articulated although there were 
periodic protestations of the students' peaceful intent. Thus, for 
instance, a newspaper 'report quoted a student as affirming, 111 0urs 
is a peacful protest.· l~e are against violence. We realise that:that 
will only antagonise people and will achieve nothing. 111 (Sunday 
Tribune 27.4.80) 
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4 White students• response 

Cape Town's White students were in general uninformed about 
their Black counterparts' struggle and were widely apathetic. 
Nonetheless, even at secondary level, some White students were 
concerned. (Interviewees 1;41) 'There were in many White schools little 
cores of pupils who were anxious and worried, including at, for 
example, Groote Schuur and Bellville High Schools.' (Interviewee 41) 

A meeting held at the University of Cape Town for White secondary 
students was attended by approximately 200 students from 16 iocal 
high schools. The meeting expressed its solidarity with the boycotting 
students and formed a co-ordinating committee to plan an a.wareness 
pogramme for White schools.(Argus 3.5.80) 

No Government school, however, allowed any of what concern there 
was to be expressed. At Groote Schuur High, for examp1e, students were 
forbidden to use the word 'boikot/boycott' for the duration of the 
boycott.(Interviewee 1) At another Afrikaans-medium high school, 
three students, who had wanted to take a stand and make some public 
statement, were brought up before the school committee and 'forced 
to back down•. (Interviewee 41} A group of girls at Rustenburg High 
School decided to write to some Athlone Senior Secondary students with 
whom one of them had had contact. 'When this got to the ears of the 
staff they were pulled in and given a lecture on how the school 
prided itself on teaching its children to be individuals and asked 
how they could do something such as they planned just because it 
had been suggested by others. The teacher said she was ashamed of 
them' (Interviewee 1) One Westerford High student was so upset and 
concerned about the situation that she visited a school under the OCR 
on her own initiative in order to see conditions for herself and to 
establish some contact.with the students there. She was harshly 
rebuked by the principal who also called in her parents and threatened 
to expel her.' (Inter~iewee 1) The same principal, on hearing that 
a group of students wanted to hold a 'sit-out' on the field after school 
one Friday afternoon in solidarity with the Black students' boycott, 
called an assembly in which he subjected the school to a lengthy 
harangue on individuals' right to make their own decisions - a right 
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which would be violated if even a~small group were to hold the proposed 
sit-out since they would thereby be imposing their ideas on the rest 
of the school. (Interviewee 41) 

The 'degree of alarm' displayed by the Cape Education Department 
was notable. Principals received telephone calls instructing them 
not ot allow their students to do 'anything'. A teacher at a leading 

-·boys high school, after setting a Standard 10 class an essay on 'South 
Africa in the Year 2000 1

, which had stimulated great interest, was called 
in by the principal the following morning and reprimanded for putting a 
contentious political topic before her students. It transpired that one 
of the students in the class had reported the essay assignment to the 
Department and its Director had telephoned the principal. This was 
cited as an instance of 'the kind of thing happening in White schools 
during the boycott. 1 (Interviewee 41) 

One of the only occasions on which White and Black secondary 
students were brought together during the boycott \vas organised in 

response to a call - made by a public meeting held under the auspices 
of the Women's Movement for Peace - for people to do what they could to 
contribute towards students 'across the colour line', learning to 
know and understand one another better. White students from, inter alia., 

Cape T mm, Groote Schuur, Rondebosch and Wyn berg High Schools and 
Black students from, inter alia, Athlone and Belgravia Senior Secondary 
Schools, spent an afternoon together. What surprised th~ two White 
teachers, who were primarily responsible for setting up this meeting, 
was that, although their intention had been mainly to 1 conscientise' 
the White students, 'it was in actual fact the Black students who, 
by the end of the afternoon, v•iere saying that they had had no idea 
there was any concern among ~Jhite students let alone that their 
attempts to express it .had been so totally suppressed.' {Interviewee 1) 

Where some supportive response surfaced was in certain of the 
classified l~hite private schools. However, it was only at one such 
school - Springfield Convent Senior School - that the staff and students 
pub1ic1y expressed their solidarity with the aims of the boycotting 
B1ack students. The school 1 s principal, Sister Raymunda) issued fl. 

statement in which she said, inter alia,the following: 
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'As a sign of our sincerity and solidarity we have had a 
day of fast and pray that a just solution will be found to 
the deadlock. We invite all concerned to join us in 
fasting and prayer every Friday until this problem is 
resolved.' (Argus 1.5.80) 

Although approximately a quarter of Springfield's students were Black, 
it was a gro~p of White students who approached the principal with the 
suggestion that the school should join the bo_¥cott. Having discussed 
the situation as a staff, Sister Raymunda told the students concerned 
that if they wanted to boycott she would be prepared to cons ·i der it but 
only on condition that she had been given permission by the parents of 
each student wishing to boycott to excuse them from participation in 
the normal curriculum. On reflection, the students agreed that little 
would be achieved by themselves going on boycott. Most of what they 
proposed as alternative ways of expressing their concern centred on 
the co 11 ect ion of money. The pri nc i pa 1 responded to these proposa 1 s by 
pointing out that their fellow students in the Black schools were not 
looking for money but for solidarity. 'Its only through prayer that 
we can change the hearts of other people,' she told them. It was then 
that they came up with the idea of their Friday fasts which they kept 
up for nearly two terms. They also instituted sessions of silent 
reflection on the situation and the saying at noon everyday of a 
special prayer for a policy of equal education. Students from Black 
schools were invited to come and talk about their grievances and 
demands and developments in the boycott. They also wrote letters of 
support to the students at Black schools who were participating in 
the boycott. (Interviewee 43) 

At another private school, Herzlia High School, students were 
addressed by one of the students in the leadership of the Committee of 
81 (although in his individual capacity, not as a member of the Committee). 
{Interviewee 60) Of the points he made, one was as follows: 'We are 
not agitators; all we are looking for is an education like yours, to 
relate to you on the same level of education. 1 (Argus 29.4.80) A few 
days later a local newspaper published a.letter from the Student Council 
of Herzlia High School refuting an allegation, which had been made in a 
previously published letter~ that White students did not sympathise with 
the boycotting students. Mentioning that they had held a number of 
meetings at their school over the week which had past, the letter declared, 
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'The overwhelnring majority of pupils at Herzlia High are 
well aware of the b6ycotting students' grievances and 
strongly support their peaceful efforts to attain what 
is rightfully theirs. Pupils at our school have 
expressed overwhel~ing support for equal, non-racial~ 
compulsory education under one controlling body for all 
South Africans.• (Argus 5.5.80) 

The only White students to go on boycott themselves were some 
of the students at two universHies. The 'first to join the boycott -
albeit briefly - were students from the University of Natal. {Argus 
23.4.80) At the University of Cape Town some 3000 to 4000 students 
boycotted lectures for a week between 29 April and 5 May. (Grassroots 
April 1980: 15; Argus 5.5.80) Further than that, the latter students 
instituted an 'awareness programme', held protest meetings at which 
they pledged solidarity with the demands of the school students, . 
staged a demonstration in the form of a march around their campus, and, 
on one occasion, some of them pamphleteered White high schools. 
(Argus 19.4.80; 29.4.80) The pamphlet told White secondary students 
that their 

'first response should be to listen to what black scholars 
are demanding. They do not simply demand equal-educat'ion 
with whites, but a new, non-racial system for all. Once 
white scholars have listened, they can begin to understand. 
They must understand how their privileged education is 
training them for positions of domination. 1 {Argus 29.4.80) 

At the other White university in the ~Jestern Cape, the University of 
Stellenbosch, a conservatively worded petition circulated on the campus 
was signed by some 900 students. The petition stated 

'That we, a group of students at Stellenbosch University, 
take note of the present coloured schools boycott and 
express our deep concern about the inequalities in the 
educational system. 

'We acknowledge that these inequalities are a reflection 
of the broad socio-political set~up in our country, and 
consequently urgently appeal to the Government to remove 
these inequalities at an increased tempo. 1 {Argus 13.5.80) 

As limitatfons of space put the tertiary level beyond the scope of this 
study, the response of White university students will not be recorded 
in any greater detail than appears in this paragraph. 
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Clearly, then, a few White students were sincerely concerned 
about the plight of their Black tontemporaries. In spite of that 
concern having been most cautiously expressed - except by a small 
minority of university students ,.. it was effectively suppressed. 
White students' response to the boycott was muffled at most and for 
the rest entirely smothered. 

5 Liberal ~rganisations and churches 

The students' boycott seemed to evoke in liberal organisations 
a sense of concern, responisiblity, and the need to respond in some 
way while differing in the degree to which they had clarity and 
consensus on what way to respond. This section will cover two political 
parties - one White and one Coloured - three .self-styled 'non-political' 
and 'multi-racial' organisations, and certain Churches. 

5.1 Prog2'essive Fer.!'e!PaZ. Pm'ty (PPP} 

The PFP's attitude towards the students' boycott was 'sympathetic' 
according to the party's parliamentary spokesperson on education at the 
time, Dr Alex Boraine, in an interview. Boraine emphasised, however, 
that the PFP had 'played no part in organising the boycotts or any of 

the protests'. (Interviewee 2) 

Part of what the PFP would appear to have felt called upon to dci, 
was to contribute to keeping the highest level of Government informed 
of what was happening and of what was being planned. This was done in 
direct approaches to the appropriate ministers. (Interviewee 2) 

The PFP also sought to keep before the Government its interpretation 
of why there were protests and what it considered to be the likely 
consequences of repression unclothed by reform. Thus, for instance, 
during the boycott's third week PFP spokespersons Helen Suzrnan and 
Ray Swart called on the Government to allow peaceful demonstrations by 

students and urged that the police exercise all possible restraint. 
They backed their plea by referring to the experience of 1976 which, 
according to them, had shown this to be the best way of handling 



356 

demonstrations of the kind which had again broken out. The PFP 1 s 
main concern was that confrontation between police and students be 
prevented because this, if accompanied by violence, could in their 
view create a long-term crisis similar to the 1Soweto riots'. 
(Argus 30.4.80) A few days later, Herbert Hirsh, leader of the 
Opposition and chief PFP spokesperson on education in the Cape 

_Provincial Council, issued a statement on behalf of the PFP 1s 
provincial caucus calling for a commission of inquiry 'with a 
particular view to providing more funds for education and eliminating 
race discrimination in the whole educat{onal system'. (Argus 5.5.80) 

The PFP viewed the boycott as usefully making an important 
point which needed making but which, once made, left the boycott with 
no constructiv~ goal. After PW Botha's public undertakings following 
his meeting with the delegation led by Sonn on 5 May, the PFP came 
out openly in support of an end to the boycott. On 6 May, Boraine 
issued a statement in which he expressed the hope that students and 
teachers would, in the light of the Prime Minister 1 s declaration, 
decide 'to return to school and to keep a close watch on the Govern­
ment to ensure that the reassurances given are not empty platitudes'. 
(Argus 6.5.80) The PFP made the latter watch a part of its own brief 
both out of a desire to see the promised reforms realised for them­
selves as well as out of support for those teachers and other members of 
the Black community - some of whom had approached the PFP with their 
predicament - who risked losing face by banking on the Botha declaration 
in their attempts to have the boycott brought to a conclusion. In 
this regard, the PFP saw its role as being to do what (little) it could 
to hold the Government to 1 its side of the deal'. (Interviewee 2) 

5.2 Labour Party of South Afrioa (LPSA) 

The LPSA was founded in 1965 as a political party for persons 
registered as 1 Coloured 1

• (Document 7) The account of the Labour 
Party's approach to the students' boycott which follows, is based on 
interviews of the party 1 s National Secretary, Fred E Peters, and 
another senior member of its National Executive, Carter Ebrahim, as 
well as on a letter written by the Party 1 s National Chairman, D M G 
Curryf to the Editor of the Cape Times which was puqlished on 20 June 1980 
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and subsequently reproduced as an LPSA document. (Document 6) 

The LPSA saw the students' boycott as a sign that 'the 
chickens of separate developm~nt' were'coming home to roost' . 

. According to Curry, 'The solution is quite simple. Integration 
is the answer. 1 (Document 6) The Party felt 'ambivalent', however. 
Their immediate response to the boycott \11as 'identification' with 
the students and recognition that their 'grievances were justified'~ 
(Interviewee 11) 'We, as adults, fully support our children and 
the students. Our hearts beat as one with them' (Document 6) 
Nevertheless, 'quite earl~' in the boycott, the LPSA adopted.the 
attitude that the students had 'made their point' and should, 
therefore, return to class. (Interviewee 12) Curry wrote that 'vJe 
are asking our students to recons-ider and reassess the implications 
of extending the boycott.' (Document 6) Their reasons, as given, 
were that they feared for 'the careers and even the lives of the 
children'. (Interviewee 11) Curry identified 'the only difference' 
between themselves and the children as having been that the students 
had to 'see and understand our desire to see them fulfil their 
professional and academic careers. Education is a vehicle to 
liberation and even the present system while it is there must be used 
and converted as an exit to freedom'. Earlier in the latter, he had 
written as follows: 'We do not want them to become cheap products 
for the labour market and therefore we are asking them to go back to 
school to write their examinations'. (Document 6) 

Apart from having made the latter call and having involved itself 
in negotiating with the authorities for the release of the students in 
detention, the LPSA did not intervene in the boycott in any substantial 
way. It vms admitted that this had been because of the LPSA' s 1 tota1 
rejection by the students 1

• (Interviewee 11) 

In evaluating the outcome of the boycott, Ebrahim and Peters 
acknowledged that it had achieved a greater awareness of the inadequacies 
of the education system in the community. They also regarded the boycott 
as having been in large measure responsible for the setting up of the 
De Lange Commission, the Report of which the LPSA 'welcomed'. 
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Furthermore, some of the students' more limited demands had been, 
if only partially, met. (Interviewees 11,12) In the above cited 
letter, Curry stated, 'The student boycott certainly prevented the 
birth of ... the CPC, nicknamed the Coloured Puppet Council 1

• 

(Document 6) However, these 'positive results' were, in the 
opinion of the interviewees, far outweighed by what had been negative 
about the boycott. 'For example, if you take the drop-out rate which 
the boycott raised, you can see that the students' actions boomeranged 
on them badly'. (Interviewee 11) As further examples of what had 
been negative, they cited the very bad results \tJhich the students 
had suffered in the two sets of major examinations wh"ich, by the time 
of the interview, they had written since the boycott, the disillusion­
ment which they claimed had subsequently set in, the withdrawal of 
parental support, and the children who had been shot. (Interviewees 

11 ' 12) 

Of all the liberal organisations operating in Cape Town at the 
time, the LPSA seems to have experienced tl1e least internal ,pressure 
to do 'something' in relation to the boycott and the most external 
pressure from the community to do nothing. But then the Labour Party 
can claim considerable experience in guaging when it is not wanted. 
(1,:ide Mo lteno, 1982a). 

5.3 South African Institute of Race Relations (SAIRR) 

_It was in mid-February, 1980 - at the same time as the first 
student boycotts in Hanover Park and Guguletu - that the SAIRR became 
aware that there was 'an acute shortage of textbooks in all classes' 
at schools under the DET in Cape Town. (Document 3, page l) On 
22 February, the Chairperson of the SAIRR's Cape \~estern Region, 
Daphne M Wilson, visited the principals of three of the four local 
DET senior secondary schools and held discussions with them about 
what was described as the 'tense situation' . In a memorandum 
reporting to her Regional Executive Committee on these visits, 
Wilson's conclusions about the 'grave textbook situation in the African 
schools' were that : 
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Schola.rs felt deepZ.y r'esentfuZ. of the inadequate 
text book situation. , 
Their studies are handicapped to a farcica·1 degree 
through lack of text books. 
This factor alone must have a major effect on poor 
performance in examinations at the High Schools'. 
(Document 1, p.4) 

About the same time, the Institute's Regional Secretary administered 
a questionnaire to 180 secondary students drawn from three DET and 
27 OCR schools in order to establish the overall position concerning 
textbooks in the Peninsula's Black schools. The results indicated 'a 

dire shortage'. (Document 3, p.2) 

The SAIRR's first intervention took the form of a letter written 
by its local Chafrperson to the Director of the DET, Owens, requesting 
an interview to acquaint him with their concern and to query his 
public statement carried in the Cape Times of 14 February that it was 
'not true to say that there were often shortages in the government 
supply of textbooks to black school children'. (Document 3) Nothing came 

of this initiative. (Interviewee 60) 

As described by Wilson in an interview, 'The work of the SAIRR 
is to be a watchdog on what is harmful in race relations and they have 
always taken it upon themselves to give warnings where they think 
the effects are so harmful that they are going to lead to violence'. 
(Interviewee 60) Thus, the very day the boycott proper began, a state­
ment made on behalf of the Institute by Wilson, as its Chairperson, 
appeared in the Cape Times. She called for reform of the ed~cational 
system and for tolerance and respect for the pupils' rights to peacefu1 
protest. More specifically, she said that 'as soon as possible there 
should be a pragmatic and unequivocal commitment to: the basing of 
teachers' salaries on quilification and not race; educational facilities 
being available equitably to all, regardless of colour; and one national 
system of education'. (Cape Times 14.4.80; Documents 3 and 4} A week 
later, a letter was dispatched to the Minister of Coloured Relations, 
Steyn, requesting an interview between himself and a small deputation 
from the Institute's Cape Western Region. The intention, according to 
Wilson, was 'to have a private talk with Steyn and give him directly 
the Institute's warning in terms of race relations'. Steyn agreed and, 
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on 12 May, he and the Secretary and Deputy-Secretary of his Depart­
ment, Mills and Blignaut, met Dr Ren§.de Villiers, then President 
of the Institute, and Dr Oscar Wol1heim, a member cf the executive 
committee of the Cape Western Region, who placed before them a 
case for the urgency of adopting a time-structured programme of 

reform towards achieving equal education for all. (Doc~ments 3 -& 4; 
-Interviewee 60) In a statement issued the following day, D2 Villiers 

stated that the deputation had been 1 impressed with the expressed 
determination of the Minister and his officials to strive for equality 
of educational standards for whites and peoples of colour.' He 
further recorded that the deputation had •expressed its gratitude 
to both pupils and the authorities for the measure of restraint 
which both sides had exercised in the recent upheavals and expressed 
the hope that the return to r:ormality would be swift and lasting'. 

(Document 2) 

Apart from these public calls upon, and direct approaches to~ 
Government, the principal role played by the SAIRR was to mor.itor 
developments and on occasion to draw the voting public 1 s attention 
thereto while always emphasising the need for educational reform. 
Further than that, according to the then regional chairperson in the 
above-cited interview, the Institute 'stayed in the side-lines ready 
to support where it could 1 

-.·
1 our sympathy was entirely with the 

students•. (Interviewee 60) 

5.4 Women's Movement for Peace 

The Women's Movement for Peace grew out of a mass meeting for 
women called in the Cape Town City Hall on 29 September, 1976, 

'to protest the unjust system' against which the uprising of that year 
was directed. The organisation describes its objectives as being 

'to promote communication, contact, understanding and 
harmony amonst all people in South Africa, (and) 
to work towards a society of equal opportunity for 
all the people of South Africa , through non-violent means. 1 
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The essence of its 'philosophy' is that 'the starting point of any 
action for change can be only through open and constant communication 

. with the people affected by the situation. Only then can an organi­
sation become aware of true needs and priorities'. The Women's 
Movement acts, according to its own account, by ... 

'helping the corrnnunity become aware of their rights, 
:listening to community needs, 
negotiating between the community and the authorities, 
working with other concerned organisations, here and 

overseas, 
trying to raise the awareness of the general public 

through protest meetings, petitions, letters and 
statements to the press, and house meetings 1

• 

What chara~terises the organisation's structure is its division into 
areas, each of which incorporates Black and White residential 
communities. (Document 5) 

It so happened that the Women 1 s Movement for Peace had adopted 
education as the main focus for its efforts in 1980. The role wtiich 
the Movement wished to play in relation to the students' boycott was 
one of attempting 'to bring reconciliation and change'. (Wi11iarnson, 
1981: 1) A little more specifically, according to a leading figure 
in the organisation when interviewed, members saw it as their role to 
keep in touch with developments for the purpose of keeping all people 
concerned with the sit~ation informed as well as generally to make 
available any resources to which they might have had access in support 
of the students. The Movement's most public intervention was a meeting 
it organised on the 'crisis in education' held on l May in order to 
acquaint in particular White people with what was at issue. Menbers 
identified with the students' boycott and they hoped it could be 
effective in some way. 

When the Women's Movement came to assess its own role in relation 
to the boycott there was a general feeling of dissatisfaction. The.Y 
did not consider that they had achieved anything tangib'fe. At the same 
time, however, nobody in the organisation had even in retrospect any 
real idea of how they might have made any greater contribution. 
(Interviewee 59) 
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5.5 Mowbray Inter'-Race Group (MIFGE) 

MIRGE is a small organisation which was founded after a large 
public meeting held in the Mowbray Town Hall at the height of the 
1976 uprising. Its aim is principally to make some contribution to 
raising the level of White people's political awareness by having 
them hear and meet Black 'contact groups'. 

MIRGE 1 s response to the students' boycott was restricted to 
their contact groups having given particular emphasis to the educa­
tion question during that time. According to its chairperson in 
an interview, MIRGE 'fully sympathised with the line that the students 
were taking but they clearly were masters of the situation. They 
didn't need anyone else to chip in and they knew what they were 

doing. 1 (Interviewee 60) 

5.6 Churches 

The Churches which responded to the students' boycott as 
organised bodies for the most part confined themselves to pronouncements. 
Publicity was given to statements made by the heads of the Anglican, 
Catholic and Methodist denominations, the Reformed Church in Africa 
and the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Sendingkerk. While giving more or 
less explicit recognition to the legitimacy of the students' cause, 
their main thrust was in all cases an appeal to the Gov~rnment to 
respond \\lith restraint and to remedy the students' grievances by 
reforming education. The only reforms, which they identified directly, 
were the centralisation of control of the education of Blacks and 
Whites in ~ single government department, and the equalisation of 
expenditure. They also called upon students to remain restrained and 
peaceful in pursuit of their goals. Notable was the way in which these 
liberal clerics managed to moderate the students• demands at the same 
time as themselves calling on the Government to respond with sympathy 
and reforms such as would convince South Africans that it was 
sincerely committed to helping them all to realise their full 
potential. 

What the foregoing paragraph abstracted from various public 
pronouncements will now be specifically illustrated· by quotation from 
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those same statements. Thus, early in the second week of the boycott, 
Archbishop Bill Burnett, head of the Church of the Province of South 
Africa, made a statement in which he said the following: 

'The Government has a unique opportunity dramatically 
to demonstrate its determination to achieve a peaceful 
and acceptable future for all our people, by taking 
radical steps to narrow and then eliminate the expenditure 
gap between white and black education. Let them take it 
and give us all a much needed sign of hope. This nation 
has now more money at its disposal than we ever dared 
to think possible. Good sense and justice must encourage 
us to take full advantage of that to begin to transform 
the facilities and salaries in black schools. The 
school$ 1 boycott on the Cape Flats and elsewhere should 
not be seen as the irritating work of tire5ome agitators. 
When the gap between expenditure on white and black 
education is so scandalously wide, there is a need for 
consciences to be stirred. We are witnessing the 
understandable refusal of black young people to accept 
the maldistribution of opportunity among white and black 
through education. They are saying that with the future 
that stretches out before them, they are not prepared to 
submit to this and other inequalities of apartheid 
society. At the same time, the students will 
surely best forward their cause not only by firmly standing 
on the justice of their requests, but also by continuing to 
exercise discipline and restraint in the way in which they 
strive for change. Let neither State nor students provoke 
one another to violence.' (Argus 22.4.80) 

Cardinal Owen McCann, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Ce.pe Town, said 

in a statement read in all Catholic: churches on Sunday, 4 May, 

'It must be realised that the boycott has arisen from a 
legitimate feeling of injury and frustration. The students 
and their parents feel that they have no real say in the 
affairs of public policy which affect them closely 
and personally. Let the authorities not react sharply 
against the boycott, but rather listen with sympathetic 
ears to legitimate grievances. Let them consult with 
the students and their parents and all genuinely concerned 
with the improvement of the whole quality. of education and 
life of every South African.' {Argus 3.5.80) 

The Catholic Bishors' ·Conference had by that time already made public 
its full support for the student's boycott action. Over the weekend 
between the third and fourth weeks of the boycott, the principals of 
49 local Catholic schools met to make clear their stand in relation to 
the students' boycott. On their behalf, Bishop Stephen Naidoo, 

·Auxiliary Bishop of Cape Town, invited concerned people to join in a 12-hour 
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prayer vigil at a church in Wittebome s.tarting at 19h00 on the 
following Friday. They also issued a statement in which they went 
significantly further. than their ecclesiastical superiors: 

·'We, the principals of the 49 Catholic Schools of the 
Archdiocese, unanimously resolved to record our 
identification and solidarity with, and support for, the 
stand taken by the pupils, teachers and principals of 
schools under the Department of Coloured Relations in 
their struggle for equal education in an integrated 
society. 

'However we repudiate all forms of violence'. 
{Argus 5.5.80) 

The Chairperson of the synodical commission of the Reformed 
Church in Africa - a member of the NGK family of churches - Revd 

Edward Manikkam, issued a statement in which he expressed his Church's 
conviction that 'education should be administered by one central 
government department, and not on a compartmentalised, ethnic basis 1

• 

The statement called on the Government to remedy the grievances 
which were being expressed through boycott and which had already been 
acknowledged in the Erika Theron and Ci 11 ;e Commissions 1 reports. 

{Argus 7.5.80) 

The chairperson of the Methodist Church's Cape District, Revd 
Abel Hendricks, issued a statement in which he said, ·inter alias the 

fol low"ing 

'The Government should ... be aware of the irony of a 
situation in which youngsters who have been 11 educated 11 

by the apartheid system and who know no other system, 
have so firmly rejected this system and all it stands 
for. The current crisis in 11 coloured 11 education is 
merely symptomatic of a greater disease - frustration 
by most South Africans with the system of Apartheid 
itself'. 

'I call on the Government to take immediate steps to 
convince the majority of South Africans that it is 
serious about enablina all South Africans to reach their 
full potential in theycountry of their birth as God would 
expect his people to do'. (Argus 1.5.80) 
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Only one Church approached the Government directly by way 
of a deputation, namely the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Sendingkerk. 
Lay membership of the NGS consists exclusively of people classified 
Coloured although some of its ministers are White and they have 
tended to dominate the Moderamen. On Friday, 25 April - end of the 
boycott's secohd week - the Moderator of the NGS, Revd Dawid Botha, 

_ announced that he, accompanied by Dr H M Beets, Revd I 1.l Mentoor 
and Revd Jan Mettler, had met with the Minister of Coloured 
Relations. The Moderamen issued a statement in which it said that 
the NGS could not ignore the cry of thousands of pupils which arose 
from their lack of prospect in the very institutions that should 
prepare and train them for their lives ahead. 

'The only manner in which this struggle for ideals and 
inspiration for the future can be uttered so that all may 
hear, is to refuse instruction. That this justified 
demonstration is not without dangers is clear. It can, 
if responsible leadership and self-restraint is lacking, 
escalate to extremes which obscure the original 
purpose.' · 

'It could also damage relationships between parents, 
pupils, teachers and the community, and erode that which 
was good in the education system together with what was 
weak, undesirable and sick in the system. 

'So far the pupils have acted with exceptional responsi­
bility and have made their point clearly. Their grievances 
have been clearly stated, and those who should hea~ have 
heard. 

\\ .... 

'The Minister concerned has undertaken to rectify matters 
within his ability. The Moderamen in representations to 
the Minister asked him to give urgent attention to the 
petitions of pupils and not to take the drastic step 
of closing schools. His reaction was exceptionally positive, 
and he gave the Moderamen the assurance that he would do 
everything possible to place the education of our children 
on an equal plane with the best in the country. 

1 We take the Minister at his word, and expect a new initiative. 
All must now do their best to ensure that it is carried out 
and made a success•. 

Th~ statement then appealed to parents - with the argument that the 
pupils had now been heard and the Minister had given an assurance of 
immediate attention to their grievances - to exercise 'positive parental 
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leadership' to get education under way again and to move their 
children to resume classes. (Argus 25.4.80) 

The Moderamen's deputation and subsequent statement provoked 
conside~able dissension in th~ NGS. Eleven of its ministers, 
including Revd Allan Boesak, made public a signed statement in which 
they took the Moderamen to task. Inter aUa, they said 

'We wish to dissociate ourselves, as m~mbers of our 
church, from the statement issued by the Moderamen 

. last week in connection with the boycott of classes. 
That statement disclosed an unbelievable lack of 
sensitivity to matters of importance to our community. 
Apparently the gentlemen do not know the issue 
involved in the boycott - not placing 11 coloured 
education 11 on an equal footing with "the best in the 
country" (white education?), but es tab 1 i shi ng a single 
national education system for all South Africans. We 
take the strongest exception to the Moderamen offering 
the Government the opportunity to use the Sendingke~k 
to carry its message. We view it as exceptionally 
dangerous for the credibility of the church that the 
Moder a tor should is sue a ca 11 based on be 1 i ef in the 
promises of a Minister whose Government by its political 
actions of the past three decades enjoys no confidence 
in our community.' (Argus 29.4.80) 

The most forthright statement from a religious quarter to have 
been reported in the daily press was one signed by twenty Anglican 
clergy and a Sheikh after a service of solidarity attended by over 
200 people in a Bonteheuwel church. It read as follows 

'We, the undersigned, live in a country torn apart 
by strife, hatred and a violent system. We are 
experiencing the wrath of a people subjugating us. 

'We have suffered and our children are stili suffering, 
but we recognise that God wills us to have a life that 
is unshackled. God is in our struggle. He demands 
equality and justice for his people. 

'He calls his Kingdom into being through us, a Kingdom 
freed from oppression and hatred. 

'We hate the evils of this system. We believe God is 
manifesting Himself in our quest for liberation. We are 
at the point where we cannot bear these evils any longer. 

'We pledge our solidarity with the students and all 
those who are involved in the quest for a just and equal 
society.' (Argus 12.5.80) 
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One church, which in a small way intervened practically in 
the students• boycott, was The Society of Friends. The Quakers, as 

they are otherwise known, have been in the forefront of the pacifist 
movement in the Western world and in South Africa have made the 
cause of conscientious objection to·irnilitary service their own. 
Theirs has been the only organisation prepared to receive funds 

_.from overseas on behalf of conscientious objectors and they have 
made various attempts to initiate forms of service which could 
constitute alternatives to military service and at the same time 
be 'relevant to community action'. It was towards these ends that 
in. 1976 they formed the Friends' Ambulance Service, subsequently 
renamed the Voluntary Service. 

In 1980, although the friends had no overall response to the 
education question itself, they saw a role for themselves in terms 
of 'crisis intervention', and their Meeting endorsed the involvement 
of the Voluntary Service~s two 'ambulances'. What they did on at least 
two occasions when students were marching in the streets was to have 
the ambulances circulating in the vicinity ready to intervene, with 
bull-horn or in less raised tone, between police and demonstrators 
in the event of confrontation or, failing the prevention of violence, 
to provide the services of a doctor or person trained in first aid 
for anybody who might have been injured. (Interviewee 19) 

There were, of course, many individual members of various 
churches who played some part in the boycott and who might have 
considered that they were acting in their capacity as Christians. 
But, what has been described here, was the extent of only the institu­
tional response of churches, which can now be.seen to have been very 
limited, as was the role of liberals in general, with the possible 
exception of those who were teaching at the time in the boycotted 
schools. 



368 

C. IMPACT 

The immediate impact made by the boycott was marked but 
mixed. First, there were the students who dropped out as a result 
of the boycott. The schools most affected in this way were in the 
lower income areas. Many of the students from poorer families, 
who had found jobs during the boycott, were under pressure to retain 
stich positions rather than return to school. According to a 
principal interviewed at the time by a local newspaper, 'It is 
difficult to get a child to return to school once he has found 
employment .... 1 (Herald 6.9.80) Some parents felt that they 
could not afford to keep their children at school - especially if they 
were probably going to fail. It was held that some students dropped 

·out when, having had the educational system exposed for them through 
the boycott, they became disillusioned and bored. In the opinion 
of TAC chairperson, Vincent Farrell, student teachers dropped out 
because they had in the process become disillusioned with teaching 
and with the reaction of their teachers to the boycott. (Herald 
6.9.80) Estimates made by interviewees of how many students had 
left school to seek employment as a consequence of the boycott 
ranged from a 'few' to between 5 and 20% at different schools. No 
guestimates were given of how many had returned to repea~ the year in 
1981 but it was thought that 'many' had. 

Further in consequence of the boycott, certain of the more limited, 
school-specific grievances of the students under the OCR were redressed. 
Shortages of textbooks were made good. School buildings were repaired. 
There was even the Prime Minister's promise of equality with White 
education. However, as expressed by one of the students interviewed, 
'It was not anything that was granted by the authorities v1hi ch was 
felt to be important but rather the spirit and what had happened 
amongst the people. 1 (Interviewee 7) According to another, 'What the 
boycot~. achieved,was symbolic - it made people more aware.' (Interviewee 
3) The latter was an opinion expressed by all of the interviewees who 
addressed themselves to the question of what the boycott had achieved. 
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'The boycott woke me up·- it made me more aware of what's 
going on around me ..... A lot of students became more political . 

. They also became more a\\lare of the inadequacies of their particular 
school .... Teachers were thoroughly discussed and sorted out. 1 

·(Interviewee 3) The boycotting students 1 support for the striking 
meat workers led to greater awareness, amongst students and in the 

-·community at large, of the workers' struggle and the role of trade 
unionism. The WPGWU official interviewed spoke of many requests) 
which the Union had received from students since the boycott, to 
send a representative to explain their work to them. (Interviewee 18} 
The opnion was expressed that the boycott had mobilised many students 
who would not otherwise have been mobilised. They formed or joined 
groups on and off the schoo 1 camp_uses and many became active in the 
youth sections of their local civic associations. (Interviewees 7, 
8, 15, 33, 34, 35, 61) Furthennore, 'It brought a lot of schools 
together and showed that people could stand together if they put their 
minds to it.' (Interviewee 8) The following is extracted from a 
pamphlet which appeared just prior to the final suspension of the 
boycott in the DCR schools 

'Apart from promises of material reform and improvement, 
•.. the major gains of this campaign have been political 
and organisational. The degree of unity attained is 
almost unprecedented anywhere in the country at any time 
in its history. A base {basis) has been created upon 
which lasting buildings cf the future can be erected. 1 

{Document 26) 

Almost as optimistic was the principal interviewed for whom the boycott's 
primary significance lay in it having 'given us a generation of people 
- who are now becoming adults - who have participated in some form of 
active political resistance. The next generation isn't going to be 
beaten down so easily because they will have this generation as their 
parents. We can already see that those coming into the school, who had 
brothers and sisters who particpated in the boycott, are a different 
group - this is a different kind of student ; this is not a placid 
student.' (Interviewee 5) 

. ''" 
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Gerta.inly the boycott injected students with a new sense of 
power. They realised that auth6rity was noi something unchallangeable. 
They discovered their ability to assert themselves where before they 
had kow-towed. 'The kids were stronger. They wouldn't allow a 
teacher to treat them like animals any more. ihey would refuse to 
bend (to be administered 'cuts'), for example, where before nobody 
would have thought of not doing so.' (Interviewee 32) Students 
appraised their teachers more critically. According to a student 
interviewed, 'The boysott gave us an opportunity to look through 
the teachers to see which of them were genuine. Certainly a lot 
of the teachers at our school became exposed and students developed 
a new approach towards them.' Furthermore, she said, 'There was a 
whole new approach to our work because we were now questioning 
things.' (Interviewee 58) 'In the class situation people wouldn't 
accept as readily as they would before. They questioned.' {Interviewee 
21) A teacher described in an interview how 'The students took pride 
in being able to make up their minds for themselves. In class, you 
could see that they were quite proud of being able to say, No, they 
don't agree with what that writer is saying. This illustrates the 
critical awareness that had developed in students through the boy-
cott - not just an awareness of political issues but a critical 
approach in a scholastic and academic sense as well. 1 (Interviewee 33) 

Some teachers welcomed the latter developments in their students. 
Some adapted their attitudes accordingly. (Interviewees 5, 22, 29, 30, 
32, 33, 38, 41~ 46, 57, 61) There were teachers who were prepared to 
learn from the students and admit to shortcomings in their own 
pedagogical practice. The following, for instance, was said by a 
pri nci pa 1-: 

1 After the boycott there was greater respect for the 
students. If you think of the way in which a student 
had been treated by a teacher or by the principal as 
just somebody to be instructed and told: Do this and 
Don't do that, we were made aware that there's a greater 
being inside that person which requires,demands more 
respect and who has to be consulted, not just instructed. 
In that way, we were made aware of our deficiencies. 
Much of this was carried forward into relations betwen 
staff and students after the boycott. ' ( Intervi e1t1ee 22) 
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The same principal described a session in the awareness programme 
wh~th he had felt 'honoured.to have been allowed' to attend. 

:That morning a girl from another school delivered a 
paper. She was in Standard 9 or 10 but the way she 
spoke and the way in which the students responded, was an 
amazin~ demonstration of teaching. She didn't tell 
them things, she asked questions and led them on. 
I took myself in a classroom where I'm telling kids 
things all the time, I'm dictating to them instead of 
drawing it out. That's what she did and she had their 
cooperation. As a teacher, I learnt such a lot that 
morning - I wish my full staff could have been there.' 
(Interviewee 22) 

There were other teachers who were gravely threatened by the 
students' questioning and redefinition of the relations between them. 
from their viewpoint, in the words of another principal interviewed, 
'Classroom relations between staff and pupils changed after the 
boycott for the worse. They were not longer as amenable to 
discipline as they had been. Their attitude was rebellious ..... . 
There was a complete crisis of authority' (Interviewee 6) According 
to one interviewee, 'Particularly some of the older teachers found it 
extremely difficult to shed their authoritarian positions and they 

··didn't.' (Interviewee 41) Teachers, in general, found themselves 
effectively constra1ned, however. According to the last quoted 
principal, 

'The kids realised that there was a lot to make up so they 
certainly did let the teachers teach. But the teachers 
couldn't do very much beyond that. You couldn't discipline 
as you could before. If there was a problem, you had 
to handle it very gingerly because the kids became rude. 1 

{Interviewee 6) 

A student told how, 'if students had problems with a teacher, they 
would go to the SRC which would take it up with the teacher concerned 
or perhaps the pri nci pa i . Some of the teachers tried to inti.mi date the 
younger students but they'd go to the SRC and the teachers could get 
very little right.' (Interviewee 7) According to another student, 
'Teachers became more subtle, more aware of what they were saying. 
There wouldn't be the same sort of ordering about. 1 (Interviewee 8) 



372 

In the words of a teacher, 'teachers are having to watch their step 
both in what they say and in .how they treat students, for example, 
in disciplining them.' (Interviewee 14) 'The unpopular teachers -
the more repressive and conservative ones - were very careful as to 
how they dealt with the kids after the boycott ended. They wouldn't 
just hit out any more. They were concerned about the implications. 1 

{Interviewee 32) 

The scope of the present study did not stretch to include an 
investigation of developments in the schools subsequent to 1980. 
However, on the basis of the observations of interviewees, it is 
possible to give an indication of how lasting the boycott 1s impact 
had proved to be by early 1982. There was then no perception that the 
schools were being materially bettei provided for than prior to the 
boycott. Much of the awareness, which the boycott had generated in 
students and teachers, appeared to have a 1 ready worn off many of them 
although not without leaving behind some deposit. Thus, on the one 
hand, a teacher complained, 'The students are passive and submissive 
again - you can hardly believe that they're the same students of one­
and-a-half years ago.' (Interviewee 33) 'One of the most depressing 
things about 1980 \'1as ·how quickly things returned to "normality". 
Midway into the third term, it was as if the boycott had never 
happened.' (Interviewee 32) On the other hand, acccording to a 
student interviewed, 'Students are now since the boycott more out­
spoken with teachers concerning what they are. not satisfied with. 
They are prepared to criticise the work given by teachers and even 
how the teachers give their lessons.' {Interviewee 3) The latter 
was confirmed by a teacher in the following terms. 'The students 
are demanding more, they are not taking things lying down to the 
same extent, and they are more prepared to question - though still 
extraordinarily tolerant of their teachers' nonsense. 1 The same 
teacher recounted an incident of a sort which she said would not 
have occurred at her school before the boycott. The occasion was 
that of the White 'General Election' for which day the school was 
scheduled to undergo a panel inspection. The in'spection had just 
begun when the entire school, in a protest demonstration on the 
franchise issue, moved out of the classrooms and went off home. 
When confronted by their teachers, the students told them that they 
were going to vote. The panel inspection had to be postponed. 
(Interviewee 57) 
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·Such cleavages as had been brought about in student-teacher 
relations were considered to have in the main been reversed within 
two to four months of the boycott ending. A student bemoaned the 
fact that, 'After the boycott, all this authority, which people 
had been rejecting, just came back into play again'. (Interviewee 21) 
Another student described how, 'At the moment, at school, teachers 
don't seem to care about the students. They give their lessons in 
a dragging way. There is no opportunity for students to use their 
own imagination. The teachers seem bored.' (Interviewee 3) Many 
students had grown disillusioned. According to one interviewee, 
'There has been a lot of disillusionment in the wake of 1980 and 
this is making it very difficult for the student leadership to build 
student organisations. For example, an SRC is regarded as a boycott 
body - some people see that as its only function. Many people have 
the attitude that they:ve done their bit for the struggle and 
there's nothing more they can do.' (Interviewee 21) At the time 
when the interviews were conducted, many students were expressing the 
hope that their year was not to be yet again disrupted by a boycott. 
Although some of those who had been mobilised through the 1980 boy­
cott were still active politically by 1982, many were not. Many of 
the organisational structures, which students had built during the 
boycott, had subsequently collapsed. Nothing remained of the Committee 
of 81. Most SRCs were still functioning but in general rather in­
effectually and in the face of severe pressure from principals who had 
quickly re-established complete control. (Interviewee 32) No instances 
were found of student-initiated interventions in the curriculum or of 
students refusing to cover some aspect of a syllabus or demanding the 
inclusion of an area omitted or an alternative text, except the case 
of certain tudents' refusal to use a particular Afrikaans dictionary 
which they regarded as 'offensive' and 'derogatory' because of various 
racist inclusions. Wha~ the students did with their copies of the 
dictionary in question - including burning them and throwing them at 
an inspector - was described in the main account above. 

Some of the teachers who had been supportive of the students 
during the boycott had also been somewhat disillusioned by the sub­
sequent conduct of some students. While at certain schools, students 
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had applied themselves to their studies with great diligence, at 
others the level of motivation was lower than what it had been 
prior to the boycott. A principal recounted what had occL1rred 
at his school on the occasion of the royal wedding. When no students 
arrived at school that morning, he werit to the homes of the 
chairperson of the SRC and the head prefect to find out what was 
happening. They explained that it was an anti-Afrikaner-demon­
stration: 'because the Afrikaner is giving us such a rotten deal, 
we're going to show our loyalty to the Queen. 1 Said the principal, 
'In the face of this kind of muddled thinking I ask myself what 
awareness was there in 1980 really? 1 (Interviewee 22) 
{Where not otherwise specified, data for this section was drawn 
from Interviewees 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 20, 21, 22, 23, 27, 29, 
30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 38, 40, 41, 44, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 

54, 57, 58, 61, 63) 
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CONCLUSION 

The first part of this study - informed by historical 
materialism, as an approach to analysing particular social processes 
by uncovering the conditions on which they rest, without being con­
stricted by any cult of doctrinnaire Marxism - traced the develop­
ment of Black schooling in relation to the region's penetration by 
colonialism and the rise of a racist industrial capitalism. What 
schooling was about in practice - including, but not co-extensive 
with, the plans of policy-makers - was presented as the outcome of 
the interaction between involved parties within a shifting structural 
setting which has conditioned, where it has not directly determined, 
the constitution and actions of such parties as well as the processes 
in which they have participated. Particular attention was paid to 
the attitudes of the different parties concerned with Black schooling 
in relation to their respective social locations and concomitant 
material interests. Particular attention was paid also to the chang­
ing manifestations of Black people's resistance to schooling per se 

and to particular forms of schooling. 

The second part of the thesis - informed by what was described 
as a sociological sensitivity - presented an intricate dissection 
and reconstruction of a nodal episode in Black schooling's contempo­
rary history. It recounted the overall course taken by the 1980 
Black students' class boycott nationally and documented in relatively 
great detail its development in and around the OCR schools of Cape 
Town. In the latter context, particular attention was paid to the 
respective parts played by the students themselves, their parents and 
the Black community at large, the teachers and principals of the 
schools involved, and the police and government authorities. Student 
consciousness at the time of the boycott was described in great 
detail. Organisation and leadership amongst the students received 
special attention, as did students• relationships with teachers and 
principals. ·The respons~ of liberal organisations, certain churches 
and White secondary students was documented. The second part was 
concluded with a consideration of the boycott's immediate impact. 

The first part of the thesis was presented as primarily an 



376 

exercise in empirical and conceptual reconnaissance of under-explored 
terrain intended to provide information and analytic experience for 
further research. The second part, despite its detail, was equally 
exploratory in its drive for a form of objectivity and its deliberate 
minimisation of interpretation. A study as tentative in tenor as this 
has been, can rightfully conclude only in the most qualified terms. 
How it ends is not so much with anything conclusive as with questions 

--
and challenges. More than anything else, the study has served to 
problematise common understandings of schooling in South Africa. It 
has adopted neither conventional, conservative perspectives nor current, 
'radical 1 alternatives thereto. It has raised - albeit in a muted 
manner - a range of problems without claiming to resolve them. 

The thesis, however, does ~ as was desired have implica-
tions for a 'vJay forward. Substantively, the two parts juxtaposed 
demand that we take as seriously people's interventions in educational 
process from below as we take the structural and historical constraints 
within which those interventions are made. Theoretically, the 
challenge is to develop a framework which can carry the anaiysis 
advanced in the first part of the thesis forward in such a way that it 
can account for the levels of social and educational processess which 
the second part of the thesis raises to the surface. 

The rich complexity of what actually constitutes the schooling 
system is so self-evident to those involved in it that they would 
never consider reducing it,. for instance, to some simple machine 
geared to greater systemic requisites. Nevertheless, under 'normal' 
conditions, much of this complexity is safely contained behind the 
closed doors of classrooms. The grand theorists outside can ignore it 
while the micro-process technicians slip in and, closing the doors 
behind them, so isolate themselves in particular components of the 
·complex whole that they lose sight of what is outside the classroom, 
of where the students, teachers, principals and educational policies 
come from; of why young people are there and of where they might be 
going. Drive past a school while classes are in session and you will 
see nothing but a physical structure. Should you be riding with, let 
us say - depending upon your poiitical preferences Parsons or 
Poulantzas, you may draw up on the other side of the street and soon 
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have satisfied yourselves as to why the school must be where it is and 
what must be going on inside it. However, the road which we have to 
get on to, if we want to find.out more than \'/hat might already be in 
our heads, is the one which leads through the school gates the 
road which takes the students into their classrooms and back out into 
townships and factories. In 1980, classroom doors were flung open as 
tens of thousands of Bi ack students came out on boycott, exposing as 
they did so a complexity in the social relations and processes of 
schooling which could not be ignored and which defied confinement to 
the Procrustean bed of any brand of mechanistic structuralism. 

The documentation of the 1980 students' boycott, beyond being a 
cha 11 enge to theory, constitutes in its own right an empi ri ca 1 contri­
bution to a side of South African educational history which has hardly 
begun to be written and, indeed, to South African political ·history. 
The account of the development of Black schooling, which·is presented 
in the first part of the thesis, makes an analytic contribution to the 
re-interpretation of that history as a whole. What the two parts 
taken together demonstrate, is the need to develop for South Africa a 
sociology of education which encompasses both a theory of the social 
structures and processes amidst which people act as well as a thecry 
of how human action comes to be taken. What the thesis demonstrates 
also is the daunting amount of empirical research - both historical 
and contemporary - which will have to be undertaken before there 
can be hope of carrying our theorising of the dynamics of schoolfng in 
South Africa significantly forward. This study was inevitably. 
limited by its exploratory nature ... but it needed doing nonethefoss. 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix I: List of Interviewees 

1 Anonymous (teacher) 
2 Dr Alex L Boraine 
3 Anonymous {student) 
- . 

4 Anonymous (student) 
5 Anonymous (school principal) 
6 Anonymous (school principal) 
7 Anonymous (student) 
8 Anonymous (student) 
9 Anonymous {school principal) 

10 Anonymous (teacher) 
11 Carter Ebrahim 
12 Fred Peters 

13 Anonymous (teacher) 

14 Anonymous (teacher) 
15 Anonymous (community social worker) 
16 Anon,Ymous (Fort Hare student) 
17 Anonymous (teacher) 
18 Anonymous (organiser for Western Province General Workers' Union) 
19 A Paul Hare 
20 Anonymous (student) 
21 Anonymous (student) 
22 Anonymous (school principal) 
23 Anonymous {journa 1 i st) 
24 Anonymous (senior inspector of schools) 
25 Anonymous {school principal) 
26 Anonymous {teacher) 
27 Anonymous {student) 
28 Frank May 
29 Anonymous {teacher) 
30 Anonymous (teacher) 
31 Anonymous (member of the Parents' Action Committee) 
32 Anonymous (teacher) 
33 Anonymous (teacher) 
34 Anonymous (parent and community activist) 
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35 Anonymous (student) 
36 Anonymous (senior member Of AZAPO) 
37 Anonymous (teacher) 
38 Anonymous (student) 
39 Anonymous (associated with Non-European Unity Movement) 
40 Anonymous (teacher) 
41 Anonymous (teacher) 
42 Dr Frank Quint 
43 Anonymous (school principal) 
44 · Rommel Roberts 
45 R Shaboordin 
46 Anonymous (teacher) 
47 Franklin Sann 
48 Anonymous (student) 
49 Anonymous (student) 
50 Anonymous {student) 
51 Anonymous (student) 
52 Anonymous (teacher} 
53 Anonymous (student) 
54 Anonymous (student) 
55 Dr R van der Ross 
56 Randall van den Heever 
57 Anonymous (teacher) 
58 Anonymous (student) 
59 Sue Williamson 
60 Daphne Wilson 
61 Anonymous (community activist) 
62 Anonymous (teacher) 
63 Anonymous (teacher) 
64 Paul Jordaan 
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Apper.d ix II: List of Documents 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 
20 

Memorandum on Chairman's Visit to Principals of Three African 
High Schools on Friday, 22nd February 1980 - RRCW 12/80 -
signed by Mrs D M Wilsoi1, Chairman, South African Institute of 
Race Relations (Cape Western Region). 
Statement by Mr RM de Villiers, President of the South African 
Institute of Race Relations - dated 13 May 1980. 
Chairman's Report on Cape Western Region to the Council of the 
South African Institute of Race Relations, June 25th 1980, for 
the period February-June 1980. 
Chairman's Report for the Period 9th November 1979 - 15th 
October 1980, South African Institute of Race Relations (Cape 
Western Region) - RRCW 52/80. 
The Women's Movement for Peace (leaflet). 
•Lessons of Boycott and Unrest', Labour Viewpoint 1, June 23, 
1980 - Labour Party of South ·Africa. 
Labour Party of South Africa: 'A Brief History of the Party and 
Nationalist Rule Since 1948'. 
Report on Disturbances in African Schools by the Regional 
Secretary {Patrick McKenzie), South African Institute of Race 
Relations (Southern Transvaal Region) - RR 19/64. 
r1n the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful: Whither 
Oppression' (Durban: pamphlet; 1980). 
'Die Belangrikheid van 'n Metode in Ons Stryd' (Cape Town: 
pamphi et; 1980). 
'Protect Our Unity' (,Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
'Focus on Education ... Focus or Education ... Focus on Education ..• ' 
{Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
'Workers Awake!' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
'A Ca 11 by Ravensmead and Ui tzi g' (Cape Town: pamph 1 et; 1980.). 
'Student Action for Non-Racial Education' ('Students in Azania 
must realise ... ') (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
'Student Action for Non-Racial Education' ('This educational 
system incorporates the method and system of oppression ... ') 
{Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980) . 
. 'Fight Police Brutality!!!' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
'A Plea to Workers, Our Parents' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
'The Way Forward' {Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
'A New Strategy ... • (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 

21 'In 1948 the blueprint for apartheid was formulated.' (Cape 
Town: pamphlet; 1980). 

22 'The Class Boycott is Suspended But the Struggle Continues ... 1 

('The class boycott has been in progress for 11 weeks. 1
) (Cape 

Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
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23 'The Class Boycott is Suspended But the Struggle Continues ... ' 
( 

1 Ons boi kot kl asse vi r e if weke. ') (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 

24 'The Boycott Takes on a New Form' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
25 'The Class Boycott Ends - An Effective Retreat ... The Struggle 

Continues' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). · 
26 'The Boycott of Classes' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
27 'Students Manifesto - A Dedication' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 

1980) . 
.. -

28 'Resistance Against Racist Education' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 
1980). 

29' 'Brief Summary of Events Leading to Boycott'' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 
1980). 

30 'Unity in Action' {Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 

31 'The Crisis in the Schools: A Call to Students, Teachers, 
Parents' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980)~ 

32 'Regional Committees' (Cape Town: circular; 1980). 
33 Manifesto to the People of Azania (Cape Town; 1980). 
34 'Our Objectives' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
35 'A Time to Build Up' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
36 'SR C Newsletter' (Cape Town; 1980). 
37 'From the Schools to the People!' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
38 'Youths Killed in Streets' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
39 'Kindermoord' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
40 'Tell your Father, tell your Mother, ... ' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 

1980). 
41 'Bonyana Ne Ntombi Zase Afrika'/'Sons and Daughters of Africa' 

{Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
42 'The Silent Boycott' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
43 'The National Boycott: Economic Boycott June 16th & 17th 1980 -

Memorial for 1976' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
44 'A Day to Remember• (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
45 'Focus on Strike - June 16 & 17' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
46 'June 16 Day of Unity• (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
47 'The E~tablishment of an Organisation for Teachers• {Cape Town: 

mimeograph; 1980). 
48 'The Boycott - A Christian Perspective' {Cape Town: pamphlet; 

i 980). 
49 'The School Boycott: A Note to the Muslim Community' (Cape To\'m: 

pamphlet; 1980). 
50 'Preliminary Memorandum for Submission to the South African 

Government by the Natal Students' Education Corrvnittee' (Durban; 
1980). 

i 
! 
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51 'We demand that: 1) All teachers who have been banned or dis­
missed ... ' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 

52 'At a Meeting of Parents, Teachers and Students held in the 
Catholic Centre, Klip Road, Grassy Park, on Thursday 24 April· 
1980 ... ' (Cape Town: mimeograph; 1980). 

53 'This Meeting of Parents, Students, Ratepayers and Sportspersons 
••• 

1 (Cape Town: mimeograph; 1980). 
54 'We, the Students and Lecturers of Hewat Training College Wish to 

Place on Record ... • (Cape Town: mimeograph; 1980). 
55 'The Boycott Goes On ... • (Durban: pamphlet; 1980). 
56 'Bus Boycott Bus Boycott Bus Boycott Bus Boycott' (Cape 

Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
57 'Bus Boycott!! Bus Boycott!!!! Bus Boycott!!! 1 {Cape Town: 

pamphlet; 1980). 
58 'Bus Strike' {Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
59 'Bare Facts on the Bus Boycott•. (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
60 'Focus on Bus Boycott' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
61 'Western Province General Workers' Union: Support the Meat 

··workers' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
62 'The Meat Boycott' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
63 Resolution {'This meeting of residents, workers and students held 

at Athlone on 12 June 1980 ... ') (Cape Town: mimeograph; 1980). 
64 'Fellow Workers, Parents, Concerned People of the Community. 1 

{Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
65 'Ravensmead & Uitzig Gemeenskap, Ouers, Studente & Leeriinge 

Tydens Publieke Vergadering (14 Mei 1980) 'n Manda.at was Uitge­
reik: Boikot die Leeutoer!!' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 

66 'Boycott the Lions Tour' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
67 'South African Senior Schools' Sports Association - ·The British 

Lions Rugby Tour~ Its Significance' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1980). 
68 '1981 Boycott - A Brief Reassessment' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 

1981). 
69 1981 - Solidarity in Struggle (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1981). 
70 1981: Build Our Democratic SRC Now (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1981). 
71 'Unity Through Struggle 1 {Cape Town: pamphlet; 1981). 
72 'Teachers Jl.ction Committee' ('Re: Republic Festival 1 81') (Cape 

Town: circular; 1981). 
73 'Anti-Republic Festival Rally' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1981). 
74 'Down with the Hhite Republic!' (Cape Tm-m: pamphlet; 1981). 
75 'Labour Day May 1 1981' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1981). 
76 'Working Paper: Background to Republic Day Celebrations -

Opposition to the Republic' (Cape Town; 1981). 
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77 'At a meeting held over the weekend attended by representatives 
from various civic5 trade union, youth, student, women and sport 
organisations ... 1 (Cape Town: mimeograph; 1981). 

78 'We the people of South Africa are asked to celebrate the form­
ation of the Republic twenty years ago. What Has the Republic 
Done for Us? 1 (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1981): 

79 'Unity in Action Against Racist Republic' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 
1981 ) . . 

8Q. 'Republic Day - Why We Cannot Celebrate' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 
1981). 

81 'June 16 Remembered: Unity, Mobilise, Fight On' (Cape Town: 
pamphlet; 1981). · 

82 'Remember Our Heroes!!!' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1981). 
83 'Sharpeville' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1981). 
84 'Oscar Mpetha: A South African Leader on Trial' (Cape Town: 

pamphlet; 1981 ) . 
85 'Sharpeville: Before and After' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1981). 
86 'Bestuurskomitees en Sport' (Cape Town: pamphlet; 1981). 

87 'Rylands High Grievances' (hand-written memorandum; 1980). 
88 Inter-School Manual (Cape Town; 1980). 
89 Inter-School Magazine (Cape Town; 1980). 
90 The Mag (Cape Town; March, 1982). 
91 'An Approach to Azanian History' (Cape Town; 1980). 
92 'Manifesto of the Natal Students' Education Committee' (Durban; 

1980). 
93 'Press Statement issued by the Natal Students' Education Commit­

tee {NATSEC)' (Durban; 1980). 
94 Hanover Park Principals' Association Memorandum, 'School Build­

ings in Our Area', dated 19 May 1980. 
95 'Pupils feel unhappy about not having enough books ... ' (Cape 

Town: unpublished original; 1980). 
96 . 'School Boycott about to End - Now Book Racket Starts' (Cape 

Town: unpublished original; 1980). 
97 'The House of Assembly: Written-Question No. 695' .;.. put by 

Mr C W Eglin, M P - and reply of Minister of Coloured Relations. 
98 Letter: C W Eglin, M P, to Mr F May, dated 19 June 1980. 
99 Letter: Regional Representative, Department of Internal Affairs 

(Coloured Affairs) to Mr A F May, dated 27 February 1981. 
100 Letter: Director of Education, Department of Internal Affairs 

{Coloured Affairs) to 'Parent', dated 20 May 1981. 
101 'The Crisis of Authority in Schools' (resolutfon passed by 14th 

Annual Conference of Cape Teachers' Professional Association). 
102 ANC leaflet distributed at an 'indaba' addressed by Verwoerd 

(n d). 
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103 Congress of· Democrats (COD): Educating for Ignorance - The 
South African Congress of Democrats' View of the Bantu Education 
Act. 

Appendix I II: List of 'Freedom Songs' 

1 'Amajoni as Afrika ... • 
2 'Another Brick in the Wall 1 

3 'A people united can never be defeated ... ' 
4 'A Student and his Mother' 
5 'Azania oh Azania ... ' 
6 'Baa baa Black boy ... ' 
7 'Die Stem' (adapted) 
8 'Freedom isn't free ... ' 
9 'If I Had a Hammer' 

10 'JoeHill' 
11 'Kleurlingsake ... ' 
12 'Kumbaya' 
13 'Nkosi Sikelela • 
14 'Oh freedom ... ' 
15 'One Man's Hand'. 
16 'Ons is jonk, ons is vry ... ' 
17 'P Wee het 'n CAD ... ' 
18 'Racists Laws' 
19 'Solidarity Forever' 
20 'Strike school, strike for education ... • 
21 'Them rights, them rights ... ' 
22 'This Land is Your Land' 
23 'We are young, we are free ... ' 
24 'When Israel Was in Egypt's Land' 
25 'We Shall Not Be Moved' 
26 'We Shall Overcome 
27 'What is the reason I'm suffering so long ... ' 
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