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1 Inspired by Norman Mailer’s non-fiction novel, The Executioner’s Song
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2 The year is significant for two reasons. In real-life | started high school that year, at Prince Edward, and that
summer, coincidentally, Canaan Sodindo Banana, the country’s first president, was arrested on charges of
sodomy. At my school, it was commonplace to refer to young boys like myself, thought to be too effeminate,
as ‘Sodindo.
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http://www.warscapes.com/literature/meaning-being-numerous-0
https://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/104126
https://www.poetryinternational.org/pi/poem/15598/auto/0/0/Mongane-Wally-Serote/WHEN-LIGHTS-GO-OUT/en/tile
https://www.poetryinternational.org/pi/poem/15598/auto/0/0/Mongane-Wally-Serote/WHEN-LIGHTS-GO-OUT/en/tile



