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and for new partnerships to be explored. In so doing, we enable people to find new ways of doing, thinking and
relating in response to everyday problems which one takes for granted. (Flamds 2004 xxv)

Hamdi also argues that mistrust, defensiveness, jargon, abstraction and mtellectual competitiveness stifl dominate
acadesnia and that the advancement of belief tystems takes precedence over critical thinking.  Knowledge is
valued more than expenence or understanding.  Rationality and factual evidence are more rewarded than
creanivity because they are casier to measure.  All these things, according to Hamdi, ace anti developmenral.
(Hamds: 2004 xxv)

I'he flood disasters occurnng m 2060/ 2001 1 Mozambigue highlighted the convergence of vulnerable human
settlements and natural hazards, creating thousands of humeless and displaced people. Unal now, the response
has been almost completely reactionary.  National and ternational funded emergency rehef is still the
predominant reacnon to the flooding problems, which is addressing the symptoms and ignodng the causes
(Moreno: 2001; 2

As mentioned earlier, the long-term option taken by the government was to resettle the endangered population,
creating unsustainable living condinons in the new arcas. In collaboration with MICOA, UN-Habitat conceived
an alternative strategy of considering the possibility of living in flood-prone areas and learning how to cope with
the risk as this happens in other poor countries with similar charactedstics. \n example of this is Bangladesh,
which horders the Ganges river delta wh ts flooded twice a vear. The 2000 floods were an exceptional event

with an estimated return pedod of 500 years. Hence, preparedness and mitigation techmques could minimize the
negative impacts of moderate flooding on human settlements, avoiding resettlement. (Wamsler; 2006, 109)

Ditferent slun upgrading activities were encouraged. like improving drainage and road counditions, facilitating
access to danking water, maintaining proper sanitation, efficient waste management etc as concrete solutions for
reducing the vulnerabilities of floods. Project expenences and consultatons conceming slun areas confirmed
that the following issues were top prodties in the agenda of most Mozambican Municipalities: poor dramage
efficiency: difficult access to safe danking water; lack of sanitation facilities: inadequate road network and an
mefficient waste management.

This positive expedence has reinforced the community’s will to contribute to improving the living conditions of
their own neighbourhoods. Sumilar to other commumty-based expenences descabed by Hamdi. dwellers were
enthusiastic about the results obtained, especially because they selected the prionty intervention themselves and
then executed it. This served to develop a powerful awareness campaign in the neighbourhood for maintaming
proper conditions of the drainage systems and access roads. (Wamsler; 2006; 114)

While stll supporting policy making at the ceotral level and developing capacity butiding activies, UN Habitat's
intention in Mozambique is to focus on integrated and parcticipatory slum upgrading activities at the local level.
The latter represents an adequate solution for reducing vulnerability
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Figure 80: process: intervention 3:

. model

INTERVENTION 3

-level of provision: 1
-programme:
-water points
-washing platform
Strategies:
-central/ sponge
-storage for water
-channels for drainage
-soakaway

-filters
-construrted wathnd
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Case Study
Table : Prototype
Flood Risk Index
Phola Park
Philippi

risk

roofs

floors

typography

bodies of water

rubbish removal

Houses indexed:
Total houses:
Percent total:

Pitched
Flat
bowl

-Above
-Level
-below

-highest 3+
middle 34
-lowest 34/ valley

-Not present
-Bordeting
“Within

-Daily-weckly
-weekly-monthly
-monthly

(Bouchard, Goncalo, Susienka & Wilson. 21007 62)

122
1375
8.87

Total Count

58
47
17

-10
-59
-33

-190
-800
385

KA A

Percentage

0.475
0.385
0.138

0.082
0.084
0.434

0.138
0.582
0.28

0.0 desired level
Lo
0.0

1.0
0.0
0.0

Weight of risk

(L
1.0 roof nsk
(1O

0.0
0.0Y flood nsk

027

0.0
0.14 highest nsk
0.27

00
0.14
0.27

0.15
0.07
0.0

Table :
Comparison of
structural
techniques to
reduce seepage

Difficulty
Method
Pallets Fasy
Sand/concrete -Fasy/medmum
bags
Concrete -Medum
Stiles -Dafficule

Estimated cost

-None to low

Low

-Low to medium

(30 kg @ R47,90)

Probably costly

Pros

Cheap

Readily available
Can be handmade
Simple to set up
tasily repaiced

-Cheap

Provides
foundation
-Mobile
-Fasy repair
-Minimal building
mafenals

-Long life
-Foundation Sturdy
-Prevents seepage

-Raise house to
desired level
-Area for storage

Cons

Open floot
page)
g

-Low stabilsty

Low strength

-Does not prevent
seepage

-Stability decreases
With height

-Pooling may occur
-Not easily repaired
-Cold {no ’
msulation)

- May be difficult to
pour

-Not mobile

-Requires some
level of engincering
-Lumber not ceadily
available

-Low stabihity of
constructed
improperly
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