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ABSTRACT.

This study centres on the village of Greyton, near Caledon in the
Western Cape. It investigates the contemporary and histd%ic
changes in its population, residence patterns, relationships and
economic activity. It focusses particularly on the effeéts of the
implementation of the Group Areas Act in the village in 1969 and
the change from an apparently inteérated agricultural settlement

to a highly differentiated holiday and retirement resort.

This thesis‘questions the validity of the term "community” within
~the constraints and contradictions imposed by the establishment
of Group Areas. It examines the idea of visible and invisible
villagers in the context of separate development and, in the
light 0of the changes which have taken place, it considers the
relative importance of a progressive attitude in social and
economic planning as opposed to a policy of preservation of the

original character of a rural village.
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Chapter 1.

-

Introduction.

This study centres on the village of Greyton, near Caledon in the
Western Cape. It investigates the 'historic and contemporary
changes in its population, economic activity} residence patterns
and relationships. Political, social and economic pressures have
all played a part in bringing changes to the village; however, it
was the impiementation of the Group Areas Act in Greyton in 1969
which drastically altered residential patterns and the

relationships between people who live there. and to a lesser

extent perhaps, influenced local employment patterns.

The village was established in 1854 and the land was sold or
rented to people who were engaged in small farming activities or
allied trades. Although the emphasis of the study is on

contemporary 1issues within Greyton, there is ﬁuch evidence to
suggest that these are influenced by on-going historiéal

processes within the village and outside it.

The choice of Greyton for this research provides an opportunity
to study the transition from an apparently integrated
agricultural village to 1its present status as  a highly

" differentiated holiday and retirement resort.

The aims of my research in the village may be summarised as
follows :

t
1 trace the elements of continuity and the elements of change in

residential patterns in Greyton and the rural area immediately

surrounding it.



1 consider the important economic and political influences which
have contributed to social change in the area and how they are

part of a broader social pattern.

I examine the relationships between land and status in this rural
village and whether class relationships were, and still are,

perceived in these terms.

I also examine the idea of the village as a "closed" community
and observe in what sense relationships have changed in response
to the advenL of outsiders. I ask to what extent Greyton can be
viewed over time as an "integrated" community, both residentially

and at the interface of social relationships.

The research 1is conducted within the context of the general
demogrqphic shift which has resulted in the depopulation of the
rural areas. This has occurred in response to social and economic
pressures and incentives of various kinds and I take account of
the changing uses of 1land. There have been social and
technological changes which affect the population as a whole as
as well as the mechanisation of agriculture and the resultant
reduction of the farm labour force. The disappearance of people
who are involved in this sector of the economy is marked and can
be attributed to a number of factors which will be discussed in
succeeding chapters. The absence or "invisibility" in the village

itself of members of the population is crucial to this thesis.

I am particularly concerned with the extent to which ideological

intervention has changed residential patterns and development in
t

the village. Important questions would seem to be - what factors

have been the main agents of change ? And which of these factors



may be seen as "organic" because they have evolved within Greyton
itself and its immediate environment and which have been

"imposed" on it ?

It is also important to identify the ways in which these changes
have affected the social character of the community; the status
and social integration of the inhabitants of the village; their
interaction at all levels of daily life and particularly in their
working lives, .and their security - both at the financial and the

emotional level.

These changes involve the separation of people from the land and,

in the process, the separation of people from each other.

The Group Areas Act and its provisions,

In South Africa in the past thirty years, a determined attempt
has been made to create specific group areas for the so-called
different population groups, and the authorities have chosen to

ignore the tendency of social boundaries to overlap.

The Group Areas Act (No. 41) was passed in 1950 and has' been
extended from time to time in order to facilitate the removal of
large numbers of people from one area to another (Consolidation
Acts No. 77 of 1957 and No. 36 of 1966). These acts imposed
control over inter-racial-property transactions throughout South
Africa and of all the pieces of leQislation which have been
enacted to support and entrench the bolicy of apartheid, these
may be among the most damaging and divisive. The effects have
been Afelt by those cladsified black, coloured, Indian, and even .
occasionaliy by whites, at the heart of the family - the home. In

her foreword to the book, "Outcast Cape Town", by John Western,



i

Erika Theron refers to the Group Areas Act as "the apartheid
legislation which has caused the most embitterment and
estrangement. Many people were uprooted from communities where
they and their people had lived for generations. Some other
discriminating laws we might accept, but the Group - never!"

(1981: x/x1i)

The Group Areas Board was formed to consider and implement the
provisions of the Act. The Board was empowered to report to the
responsible Minister on the demarcation of full group areas 1in
towns and villages and to issue permits to owners who were
allowed to retain temporary occupation of their properties.
Western comments on the Group Areas Act :

"Its aim being to achieve total racial

homogeneity in each residential zone and

a "satisfactory" disposition of such

zones in any given settlement......”

(1981: 70)

The Act 1is, therefore, a powerful instrument of change in

established residential patterns.

On the proclamation of a given group area, all people not
ciassified according to the designated group for that area, are
given three months' notice to leave their properties, fdllowing a
period of one year's grace from the date of the proclamation,
which 1is determined by the Minister acting through the Group
Areas Board. Owners of businesses are given an additional twelve
i ﬁonths' notice to vacate their prémises and may, in fact,
continue to own the businesses until they die. However should
they beqgueathe their properties or business interests in the area
to family members, their heirs may not make use of their
inheritance but must sell to people gualified to be in that area

within a year of the original owner's death.



The hardship and frustration caused by these provisions is felt
as keenly in a small farming community like Greyton as it is in
urban residential areas. In fact where agricultural land provides
the main source of subsistence, it is clear that removal from
that land separates the owners from their means of production as
well as their homes and results in additional\,financial loss.
Under the Act all existing contracts and all established 1liens
and privileges attached to the owning or renting of property in
the group area can be declared null and void. New conditions of
ownership can be introduced in the area, should that be
favourable ththose empowered to make these changes (Section 23:
para 4). In-a rural area this could imply not only a change in
ownership but also changes in 1land usage and agricultural
practices. This 1is particularly significant in the case of
Greyton where such changes were made by the Province in order to
use commohage ‘land to establish a relocation site for those
members of the wvillage population who had been élassified

coloured.

There 1is provision in the Act for exceptions to be made in the
~case of "extreme hardship" and the Minister of the Interiof may
grant individuals the right to remain in their properties during
their life time. However these exceptions are rare. No one had
the right to appear before the Group Areas Committee to argue his
or her case; the committée could exercise its discretion as to

Qhom it would hear. ‘

Similarly, although the Act applies to -the white group as well as
to other groups, statistics reveal that relatively few of those
t

classified white, have been removed. while the lives of thousands

of those classified black, coloured or Indian have been affected.



Table 1.

The removal of families under the Group Areas Act.

1966 - 1983 Coloured Indian wWhite
Cape Province 65,169 : 3004 826
South Africa. 82,859 39,892 2331

(S.A.I1.R.R.,1984)
In spite of recent recommendations for "reform" and "negotiation"
in some. National Party circles, which are reflected in the
proposals of the President's Council Committee on Influx Control
(1985), and,finclude the scrapping of some ﬂof the measures
associated Qith this legislation, thé Group Areas Act itself
remains a corner-stone of National Party policy. Any talk of its
removal would seem to threaten the entire structure and has been
rejected in speeches by the Party leader. P.W. Botha, speaking in
the House of Delegates aftef that House and the House of
Representatives had requested the total abolition of Group Areas,
stated : "I am not prepared to undertake anything more in

connection with the Act" (Hansard, House of Delegates: 23.4.85).

The essential "separateness" of the so-called different
population groups, as perceived in terms of the Group Areas Act,

is non-negotiable.

A crucial issue would seem to be what advantages and, more

importantly, what disadvantages accrue to people who are

classified according to the various %opulation groups and are

removed to their own group areas ? Can this manipulation of

personal space be justified ? I would agree with Pahl that "any
' t

attempts to tie the patterns of social relationships to specific

geographic milieux, are singularly fruitless" (1968: 293).



On the other hand, the sense of shared territory is a powerful
link between people and can be one of the main foundétibns' of
what is known as "community". Therefore the specific residential
patterns of group areas do have significant implications for the
growth and the maintenance of relationships within a particular

" community" and also within society as a whole.

Apartheid space.

Group areas provide a thought-provoking example of the way 1in
which a change in spatial relations between people can be made
with the infention of creating, or increasing; the social
distance be£ween them. Western suggests that the Group Areas
Act attempts to bring social organisation and spatial
6rganisation into congruence so that they may better reinforce
each other in maintaining the present pattern of white minority

hegemony (western, 1981: 7).

Hegemony 1is established by ownership of property and it seems
that the property relationships'which are integral to the process
of agricultural production are particularly sensitive 1in this
regard and are shaped'by the historic processes of the societies

in which they are located.

Therefbre‘ changes in land ownership and land usage are
significant indicators of change in the balance of power in rural
~areas., It follows that the question of who owns the 1land 1in
Greyton and its immediate environmené is crucial in determining
spheres of influence 1in the village and the district. The
institution of property is, after all, an integral pért of
stratification in any;society and particularly in rural areas

where possession and control over land is an important factor of

production in agriculture.



Newby and others (1987: 26) conclude that the significance of
agriculture in rural society, make property a far more ihportant
feature of the rural stratification system than either occupation
or income per se (cf. Stinchcombe, 1962 ). Here the question
arises whether we must differentiate between economic classes
which are defined by their relationship to the means of
production and the status groups by which people are ranked

socially.

The rural exodus.

Changing economic forces have also influenced the movement of
people in 'fural areas. The process of depopulation of rural
villages as the result of migration to urban areas is a familiar
theme énd can be observed in many parts of the world other than

Southern Africa.

The push/pull factors of growing agricultural mechanisation and
the 1lure of urban job opportunities throughout the twentieth
century has Sparked off an exodus of younger workers from the
rural areas. This has produced a change 1in focus 1in ‘'the
employment sector for many of the people domiciled in the codntry
districts. The relationship of peopie to the land has altered and

with this has come a change in the nature of the rural community.

while the causes of this migration may vary, the effects of a
1oss of wvitality in the rural areas are similar. Local 1labour
opportunities tend to diminish, ioo, as the area becomes
depopulated. 1In Greyton and other small villages, a response to
this phenomenon of depipulation has occurred. One might term it a
systematic repopulation process as more and more people are drawn
into the countryside to fill the gaps left by those who have.gone

away.



Repopulation.

This shift to the rural areas is motivated by considerations
other than those associated with working 1in the area and
it follows, then, that the neﬁcomers have some means of
subsistence not connected with the locality. They may belong
either to a self-sufficient class, which may or may not be fairly
affluent, or spend a large proportidn of their time working in
some other environment, wusually in an urban area. In the case of
Greyton and its repopulation, these categories correspond more or

less to the retired people and holiday home owners.

It would abpear that a productive rural working class population
is being supplanted by people who afe non-productive, at least as
far as local conditions are concerned. They are, nevertheless;
consumers and some do not necessarily remain unproductive while
living in the village. To what extent these newcomers are agents
of change 1is explored in Chapters 4 and 5 of this thesis. An
important area of concern for this research must be the impact of
the arrival and presence of these newcomers on the social and
veconomic relationships in the village, the processes by which
they join the life of the community and the degree to which they

actually participate in village life.

wWithin the broad focus of this rural/urban exchange, the
boundaries are blurred rather than distinct and suggest a growing
énd organised articulation between town and country; the idea of
a rural/urban dichotomy.becomes less ahd less acceptable. The gap
between the rural and urban areas 1is <closing rabidly with
improved communicationtand the accessibility of both by modern
transportation. It is ironic that it is within this context that

a process of separation is taking place in South Africa.



Tracing changg ig rural areas in relevant literature.

Residential change ‘'in rural areas has been explored by -social
scientists .in many parts of Europe and particularly in Britain
(hNewby, 1980, Strathern,1981, Kkobin,1980, McFarlane,1978, and
others). An analysis of the social history of rural areas has
provided the impetus for many theorists from Marx to
E.P.Thompson. Just as there are significant demographic and
social changes for the rural population as the result of
industrialisation and modernisation, there are also political

implications in the rural exodus and the repopulation process.

Changes in the demography of rural areas have produced shifts in
the balanée of power and have created new spheres of influence
among those who live there. The power base of the local farmers
who, ~as the principal land-owners of the area, wielded
considerable influence, has been weakened by the influx of people
from drban environments. Newby (1978) has,K shown that active and
articulate newcomers to village society in Britain have been able
ito bring pressure to bear on both local and central government in
order to achieve improvenents in anenities. Better roads, street-
lighting and drainage have been demanded and obtained by new
residents. The needs of newconers differ from those of 1long-
standing village residents and the rurai lobby 1is no longer

dominated by agricultural interests.

Conversely, party politics and party members nust take cognizance
of the <changing attitudes and requfrements in rural areas 1in
order to maintain and extend their political presence there.
Votes may depend on satisfying new needs and providing for
different contingencie;. In fact one might say that, 1in many

English wvillages, a new rural class differentiation 1is taking

place as classes are defined by their needs.

10



As Oxford points out : "village life is evolving rapidly and new
forms are being created as the structure of the village is being

transformed.™ (in Strathern, 1981: 209) The South African
situation provides several characteristic variations on this
theme, however, and these can be attributed to the particular
political and economic orientation in South Africa. The farmers
in the areas adjacent to Greyton in ﬁhe'Overberg district, are
important producers of grain, fruit and vegetables and retain
considerable influence in the economic and political spheres of
the district.. More significant transformations are_occhrring in
South African villages as the result of policies which are
intended ﬁo direct the movement of people and to consolidate
cértain | residential areas while changing other residential
patterns. Within this framework there have been, and still are,
unscheduled shifts by sections of the population but these are
relatiQely insignificant when seen in the perspective of mass

relocation provided by the Group Areas Act.

In short, choice of residence is limited for some while open to
others; free movement 1is circumscribed for some while it 1is
possible for others. Needs do not necessarily determine where

people in South Africa are able to live or even how they live.

In his study of a "divided community" in Port Nolloth, Wést
(1971) stresses the significance of a\structure of domihation in
thch, by segregating and discriminaqing, whites maintain their
supremacy. He also notes the difficulty of bridging these created
gaps and the further divisions resulting from variation in ' the
stereotyped attitudes df groups to one another. 1In my opinion a

study of cleavages within the community and the changing nature

of those cleavages, is more useful in the South African situation

11



than acceptance of a village as a "closed community”, closed that

is against the outside world as some theorists have posited.

The historic perspective.

The question of who has rights to land and what these rights are,
is central to this study because it conditions the response éf
local residents towards incomers, attitudes towards removal and
decisions made to move to other areas. Because issues relating to
land ownership are an important aspect of citizenship and status
in South Africa, they form an appropriate framework in which to

locate the development of Greyton.

buring the latter part of the nineteenth century the wvillage
population included small farmers, tradesmen and labourers, some
of whom were employed by owners of large farms in the area
surrounding the village which falls into the Caledon magisterial
district. Later the village became a haven for bywoners who left
or were discharged from farms in the area. Most of the residents
of the village seem to have been of Dutch, English and so-called
Cape Coloured origin and residential patterns showed an
apparently integrated community who wofked together and

contributed to the social organisation of the village.

Ordinance 50 of 1828 had made "all free people of colour equal
before the law with Europeans" and gave them rights to own
. property, to bequeathe it as they pleased and to testify in court
on the same basis as all free men. Paéterson (1975:118) comments:
"How they fared in courts dominated by white burghers and company
officials 1is a matter which requires further research." They

¢
undoubtedly incurred the same responsibilities as other burghers

with regard to taxation and military service. Patterson refers to

the “"colour-blind, property-based municipal franchise for males"

:

12



which came into being in the late 1830's and was followed in 1835
by representative government on a property- based franchise.
Marais qguotes draft legislation which provided for the placing of
suffrage "within reach of the more intelligent and industrious
men of colour"™ (1957: 212). Although there was no discriminatory
legislation passed against them till 1910, the role of the
"coloured burghers", in general, was a passive and uneasy o;e
which never allowed them to acquire sufficieht economic or

political power to transform their theoretical equality into real

equality.

bpid " coloufed" property owners and occupiers in Greytoh conform
to this vdescription? was the Group Areas Act merely a
legitimation of a well-established social distance and did the
removal of those <classified coloured simply constitute a
definition of existing boundaries? Or did their removal océasion
disruption in the local community and the breakdown of existing

relationships?

The introduction of Group Areas was purported to be 1in the
interests of improved race relations and that by "distancing" the
various Ipopulation groups, the potential for racial friction
would be reduced. Howevér, wWestern observes that the S.A.
Institute for Race Relations, in addressing the Cillie Commission
on the causes for the 1976/77 civil unreSt, declared that "no
éingle government measure created grqater coloured resentment,
sacrifice and sense of injustice" (1978b: 111). Interviews with
Greyton residents indicate that the village is no exception to
this response and it i8 certain that the implementation of the
Group Areas Act has caused widespread humiliation and distress

among the people affected by it. 1t would seem, too, that in
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separating those who were classified coloured from their

properties in the village, an important element in its social and
!

economic organisation was lost and this remains an emotive 1issue

among the population of the coloured group area in Greyton.

Both West (1971) and Wwhisson (1969; 1972) explore the way in
which people classified coloured in the Western Cape have been
affected by relocation and presentvcénvincing evidence that the
arbitrary removal of part of a community engenders a sense of
rejection and alienation in that part of the community. Whisson
comments :

"That the law created separation where

there was none before is clearly false,

yet the laws relating to the rights of

"races" have certainly eliminated areas

of flexibility in group relations and

group identity....engendering polarised

attitudes instead of the earlier mutual

tolerance of white paternalism.”

(whisson: 1972: 15)

Changes 1in social relationships have occurred across the whole
population affected by removals and "law has intensified and
under-pinned custom in the present century until it is becoming
possible to speak of the Coloured people as a separate community
by virtue of their common experience of rejection and

impoverishhent at the hands of - the dominant group" (whiSSOn,

1972: 34).

The newcomer's perspective.

some of the residents to whom I have gpoken in the white 'group
area prefer to turn a blind eye to this aspect of their beautiful
and apparently peacéfgl liﬁtlé village. It is now more than
fifteen years since'most of the removals took place and many of
those people who have arrived recently in Greyton are, or were,

completely unaware of what has happened to the former owners of
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ﬁhe properties which they have purchased. It is, for example, not
something' which 1is stressed by estate agents who are promoting
the sale of property 1in the wvillage. For them and ‘their
prospective clients, Greyton has all the qualities associated
with a Utopian picture of village life. A superb mountain setting
for a wvariety of-charming cottages, surrounded by gardens and
foliage. Little streams make their way from the larger river
flowing near the nountains, which formed the basis for the
ingenious irtigation scheme for the allotments and small farms of

earlier days..

It fulfils the requirements of those who desire "a return to
nature" and values which they perceive as associated with a rural
way of life. The urge on the part of urban residents "to get away
from it all", when they can, 1is part of a growing ecological
conscicusness and a disenchantment with the congestion and
pollution of <cities. Newby points out that there is a certain
syrmbolic significance in owning agricultural land.

"Urbanisation, for example, has strengthened

rather than dissipated the prestige of rural

life; a move to the country is still a move up

the social ladder....especially for the wurban

middle class.” (1978: 38)
Theretore the availability of property in rural areas provides a
tempting investment whether it is in commuter distance of towns
.or further afield, but is accessible for holiday or retirement

i

purposes.

Greyton falls into the latter category. Although there 1is no
rail link, there is antexcellent road, already tarred to within
6kmi of the village and there is a fairly regular bus service.

There 1is now continuous movement on these routes in and out of
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the village. 1In the repopulation process o0ld cottages have been
renovateaq, re—thaﬁched ana re-painted. Carefully authentic
cottages are being built on empty plots. Only the box-like sub-
economic houses of Heuwelkroon, the relocation site on an
adjacent hillside, stand out in stark contrast to the original
village homes; they present a silent contradiction to all .this

restoration and preservation of rural values.

Can Heuwelkroon be salid to represent progress for the colourea
comnunity ? Has not Group Areas removed the one visible claim to
participationf in wvillage affairs by the coloured community of
Greyton - tﬂeir bossession and ownership of propérty in the
village ? 0©r is there, 1in fact,‘ a continuity in the  historic
processes which have affected the village since its inception ?
have those now classified coloured always lacked the power to
influence events in Greyton or was ﬁheir property ownership seen
as a threat to the maintenance ot authority by the "white" group
ana a challenge to their hegemony ? Karl Marx perceived proberty
ownership as a manifestation of power and stressed the
significance of a property based system of social stratification.
"tpon the cdifferent torms of property, upon
the social conaitions of existence, rises an
entire superstructure ot distinct  and
peculiarly forned sentiments, illusions, modes
of thought and views of life."
(Marx in Jordan, (ed.) 1972: 272)
In Greyton the netwérk ol relationships which supports this
";uperstructure", overarches the b?sic residential pattern,
spanning some 130 years. The inscitutipn ot property remains an
integral part of the structure of rural society but there have
beeﬁ changes in the fimplications ot ownership - or 1loss of

ownership - in the case of Greyton. Therefore if I am to suggest

that this was both a socially 1integrated as well as a
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residentially integrated community on which the implementation of

the Group Areas Act made a considerable impact, it seems

important
(i) to establish the residential patterns over time and
to identify the relationships to 1land and 1land
usage in Greyton,
(ii) to investigate the extent to which social

boundaries existed and how they operated across the
population as a whole.
In addition it 1is important to discover the extent to which
changes 1in the village are sensitive to and reflect changes 1in
the social organisation of society at large. ' Is there a
continuity in these changes which are affecting the village ? And
will what now appears to be change, later come to be seén as

continuity ?

Methodologx. .

This outline of my methodology is intended to . illuminate the
elements of continuity and the elements of change which 1
have endeavoured to trace in my thesis. The significance of
history 1in this process has necessitated intensive archival

research, the results of which are laid out in Chapter 2.

For . data relating to the earlier period of tbe village (1850 -
1910), I have examined original records of property transactions
and early maps of the village in the Cape Town Deeds Office and

_ the Cape Town Archives. I have also consulted various accounts of

life at that time; management records, diaries, letters and other

personal documents and photographs of former residents. 1In

addition, for the period from about 1910, I have been able to
t

obtain oral accounts and childhood memories of aged people who

have lived, or still live, in Greyton and the surrounding area.

Land wusage and agricultural output has been traced through
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account and farm management books, bills of sale and trading
records. Additional 'information is derived from published
material, the media and from official documents and village
records, while extensive fieldwork in the area has produced

contemporary case studies and tales of origin,
{

It is interesting to note that the original plan of the village
did not alter between 1854 and 1970 - there was a pre-determined
design (see Diagram 1) which has been fulfilled over time.
However, 1in _the past fifteen years, there have been some
important chénges for particular purposes: Group Areas, for
exanple, bréke the pattern of commonage rights which contained
and limited the size and extent of the village (see Diagram
2) .Expansion to the boundaries of the original farm property is
now theoretically possible and 1is, in fact, a subject of
contention in the village. The significance of old 1liens and

servitudes is now being re-examined by residents.

My intention was to set up a data bank from which trends which
have influenced or constrained local éhange can be exemplified.
The material is, of necessity, highly selective and relates to
changes in this small community but, hopefully, it will be
relevant when discussing and emphasising the relationship between
local and national trends. History provides the researcher with
significant insights into the residential patterns  and

‘relationships which have prevailed over time in particular areas.

Deeds COffice records indicate the processes by which 1land was

acquired. The subsequent classification of property owners into
t

various population groups does not affect their residential

history as a family. 1In Greyton clear indications of ownership

can be traced from the inception of the village in 1854 to the
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present time., Historical records enable us to establish ﬁhe way
in which property changed hands within a family or the way it was
transferred to others who came from inside or outside the
district. More recently transactions under the Group Areas Act
are clearly indicated by official stamps, and affidavits which
confirm the population group of the transferee. Earlier transfer
documents only occasionally indicate that one or other or both of

the transferring parties were "coloured".

These problems of definition are of considerable importance to
the researchgf when considering who were the "coloured" property
owners of Gréyton - according to the Act. It was the registration
of persons under the Population Registration Act which paved the

way for their removal under the Group Areas Act at a later date.

with regard ﬁo the actual population of Greyton at the time when
the Ggoup Areas Act was implemented there, the census records
provide some indication of the distribution of those‘ classifiéd
white, Coloured, 1Indian and Black, male and female. For reasons
which I shall examine during the course of this thesis, these
records do not necessarily represent the entire! pOpulatidn of
Greyton. However, my own research has shown that there was a\
fairly even distribution of households <classified Wwhite and
Colqured in the village. Although there was a tendency for more
land to be owned by the "white" property owners, the people

classified coloured were also substantial land-ownhers.

For the purposes of establishing ownership or loss of ownership

of property in Greyton, I have accepted the definition of people
t

under the Population Registration Act, while at the same time

acknowledging the inconsistencies of the definition and rejecting

its validity as a means of isolating a section of the
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popuiation. This is one of the many ethical problems which the
researcher must confront when working within the framework of

apartheid.

An additional problem for the researcher when examining Deeds
Office records 1is that one must take at face value, the
classification attributed to those from whom property was béing
transferred. At times Group Areas cut across families where
interniarriage had taken place across the "colour line", and it
was not, uncommon for some members of the same family to be
classified white while others were classified coloured, due to
the arbitrary definition of "race" in the Population Registration

Act.

In the course of my research several cases emerged of people who
had successfully crossed the. "colour 1line" prior to the
implementation of Group Areas. Whatever the personal perspective
of the researcher, discretion must be exercised 1in examining
these records and making assumptions about the origins of people.
I have, therefore, accepted only that property which ‘is
designated as "affected property" as that which 1is owned by
people classified coloured and 1 have disregarded any

inconsistent cases.,

From case study material provided by elderly residents, it seems
probable that there was a tacit acceptance by the people of
Greyton that not all the residents wére "white"”, but it was not
until the advent of ﬁhe Population Registration Act that this

division on the grounds of colour was made explicit.
f

However, as Wwestern (1981) observes, it is possible to be "white"

in terms of the Population Registration Act and to fulfill all
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its requirements for acceptance into the "white group", but at
the same time to refuse to do so for personal reasons. He quotes
the following example :
An o0ld woman in Kew Town, who had close relatives who
are classified as white, told me, "when we had to leave
they said "Why don't you reclassify as white 2" Many
did, but 1its only for the money and I don't want to
split up from my children." (211)
There are many who did "pass for white"” successfully but this
usually necessitates moving out of the district to another where
they are unknown. This may well have happened in Greyton but, for
those who reﬁained in the small village, this kind of decepfion
was impossible. As one inhabitant of long standing remarked with

a chuckle, "Hier is die wit rose en die swart rose, you can maar

take your pick."

Y

Social realities of this kind emphasise the inconsi;tencies' in
the leéislation which the proposed‘removal of the Prohibition of
-Mixed Marriages Act and part of the Imnorality Act, can only
intensify wunless the provisions of the Group Areas Act areb also

removed.,

When operationalising a study of this kind the researcher must
also give serious thought to the identification of informanté and
the extent to which they are consulted with regard to the
-,confidentiality of the material they provide;  this is
particularly important where informants have already identified
themselves by participating 1in me&ia coverage of events 1in
Greyton which are referred to in this ‘thesis. For this reason,
in all case material derived from interviews, names have been
éhanged to preserve ano;ymity but published material is quoted as

it appeared in the press and historical documents are reproduced

as they appear in the archives.
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In this regard I am very fortunate in having had access . to the
personal papers of Dr O. Wollheim, relating to the implementation
of the Group Areas Act in Greyton. These are now lodged)in the
Archives of the University of Cape Town and have provided direct
contact with correspondence relating to these events and their

s

coverage by the media.

The methsd of participant observation émployed by anthropologists
in general, and by this anthropologist in particular, also places
certain constraints on the use of material acquired while acting
.as part of‘fthe population being studied. The necessity for
frankness and trust between researcher and informant is obvious.
There have been cases where a breakdown appears to have occurred
in this kind of communication and material provided by informants
is manipulated in such a way that they are alienated. The book by
Crapanzano, "Waiting: the whites of South Africa" (1984), comes
to mind where a breach of trust seems to have occurred for
reasons of expedisncy. In a small wvillage population where
identification 1is easy, there may be repercussions of an
unfortunate nature when hitherto private information is published

without proper clearance.

My approach to the fieldwork was governed by the particular
circumstances prevailing in the village. I spent several exfended
periods in Greyton in June/July, 1984, October to January,
11984/5 and June/July, 1985. It has also been expedient to visit
the village frequently at week-ends inlorder to make contact with
many of the people who do not live in fhe village permanently or

who work elsewhere and anly return to the village at week=-ends.

I drew a sample of 80 households from the total number of those

who own or rent property in the village; this sample included
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those who 1live in Heuwelkroon. I based this sample on the

official census figures for the population in 1980, which were
given' as 800, later corrected to 707. A breakdown of these

figures follows :

Table 2.

Census figures for the Greyton population : 1980.

Total. White. Coloured. Asian.| Black.
Total. 707 261 438 7 1
Male. 367 126 238 2 | 1
[Female. , | 340 135 200 5 0

However, on closer acquaintance with the village, it became clear
to me that a larger number of people owned or rented property 1in
Greyton and Heuwelkroon than was implied by the census figures,
t~which were recorded at mid-week when many people were absent
from Greyton. I then increased my sample size to 150. In the
course of my fieldwork I have also received information from

others who are not included in my sample.

There are both English and Afrikaans speaking residents in
Greyton and both languages were used for the interviews which

followed the simple schedule in Appendix A.

' Défining problems. ;

4

Among the residents of long-standing} there was a degree of
caution 1in the interview situatién and an awareness of change in
the village and all its:implications. Many of the new-comers to
Greyton were unaware of, and in some cases, curious about the

history of the village and what had led up to its comparatively
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sudden development. A few were gquite uninterested in the past and
many of the so-called "week-enders" are unable, and indeed, are
not prepared to take a practical interest in local affairs. As a
participant observer it has been possible to identify several
interest groups which have emerged among the local residents and
to record the attitudes of those who are involved, or remain
uninvolved, in them. In collecting information from those who are
classified white and those who are classified coloured, it is
essential that the researcher should be aware of the events and
alignments whiéh have conditioned relationships between those
n§w living  in the two group areas. 1In drawing together these
themes of rural removal and repopulatién, I have endeavoured to
preSent a balanced view of what has been, and still 1is, an

emotive situation.

Previous anthropological studies have shown that small societies
are very often a combination of opposing view-points and the
perspective adopted by the reSearcher is, therefore, significant.
The sepérate studies by Redfield (1930) and Lewis (1951) in the
same small Mexican village, provide a graphic illustration of how
two people who are seeking answers to different questions can
gain very different impressions of the same community and make
observations which seem contradictory. Whether one asks what it
is that people enjoy or what it is that people suffer from, these
guestions may explore significantlyldifferent areas of human
experience. What becomes important ig the moral dialectic which
may exist between the answers to these questions. In addition one
must attempt to discover the extent to which the changes in the

village are sensitive to and reflect changes 1in the social

organisation of society at large.
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In Chaptér 1 , the situation in Greyton is contextualised within
the framework of the wider world, both that of the législation
which governs Group Areas in SOuth.Africa and also that provided
by relevant literature. 1 also explore the findings of social
scientists in other areas relating to the themes of rural exodus

and rural repopulation.

Chapter 2 comprises a brief history of the Greyton area in which
the emphasis rests on the relationship between the local farmers,
their labour resources and the influence of the Genadendal
ﬁission in the district. I also trace the events which led up to
the establishment of Greyton by Herbert Vigne and the
significance of the agricultural activities which shaped the

development of the village.

-

Chaptef 3 describes the implementation of the Group Areas Act in
Greyton between 1965 and 1970 and the consequences of this for
the people who 1lived there, and particularly for those

classified coloured.

In Chapters 4 and 5 the impiications of Group Areas are discussed
in the light of the change and development which is taking place
in the varea. The extensive repopulation of thé village has
emphasised conflicting interests among the residents énd Chapter
4 explores the white group area and introduces the theme of
visible and invisible villagers. Chapter 5 examines the relative
iﬁportance of initiating and'inplemedting a progressive attitude
towards social and economic development and planning, or
preserving the original character of a rural village. Both these
alternatives are seen in the light of the contradiction implicit
in the separate development which is taking place in Greyton, and

the constraints and problems arising from the different
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perspectives of the property owners and their varying needs.
Chapter 5 also explores the question of what exactly is being
preserved 1in Greyton and pursues a theme raised in Chapter 4 of

who has the power to make decisions of this kind in Greyton.

Chapter - 6 attenpts to draw together these themes of change in
residential patterns and relationships by examining the concept
of community. While I Gquestion its validity as a means of
description and analysis in this case, it forms part of the
Utopian ideal which is marketed in Greyton. wWhether they are myth
or material, these perceptions of community, and more importantly

for some, lack of community, are both alive and well in Greyton.

In my study of Greyton, these would seem to be important issues
which draw together the various social, economic and political
themes which are expressed in village relationships; they also
emcompass the changes which affect ;he practical considerations
of where and how people live, the freedom of choice that exists
"for some people in this respect, and not for others, and what

that, in turn, represents.
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Chapter 2
"There was a field here once..ceee."”

The village of Greyton is now about 130 years old and its early
history reveals a stable, if somewhat‘slow, growth rate. While it
has been affected by events beyond it throughout its _exfstence,
improved communications duriﬁg the .past forty yeérs have

undoubtedly given impetus to the pace of change.

" Although people lived 1in the area for many years before the
establishment of the village, an organised settlement at Greyton
can be traced to one man, Herbert Vigne. He set in motion a

property marketing cycle which seems to have come full circle.

What he did and the way in which he planned his actions, provided
the shaping mechanism for the development of the village. Some of
the events which have moulded further growth, might be Treferred
to as "organic" in that they have originated within the wvillage
population while others have been "imposed" by forces operating
beyond the village. In both cases the responses to these ' events

are part of the process of history.

My analysis of the 130 years of change in the village'éf Greyton
fails into four phases. ‘I have been highly selective in choosing

" to focus on [
i

(1) the 1initial period of development (1854 - 1870), the
events which took place prior to the proclamation of
village and the situation which pertained in the
district at the time.

¢

(2) the turn of the century (1895 - 1910), when the
influence of the vigne family on the village declined;
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(3)the period before and over-lapping the second World Wwar,
(1935 - 1950);

(4)the period immediately prior to, - and since the
implementation of the Group Areas Act in Greyton (1965 -

1985).
I have taken account of the economic conditions which are
specifically but not exclusively relevant to this small rural
village and I have tried to concentrate on trends which have

constrained and influenced sécial change in a real and observable

way.

In choosingféhese periads my aim is to set out events which are
not chronoiogically continuous but which seem to have produced
significant change in residential patterns, property ownership
and population figures. For the practical purposes of this
thesis, I concentrate on periods (1) and (2) in this chapter and
merely ' outline development from 1910 to the present time. 1
. present more substantiative data on periods (3) and (4) in
chapters 4 and 3 respectively where its significance is seen 1in
relation to particular changes in both residential patterns and

working relationships.

The appearance of the village.

A dusty gravel road still provides the immediate approach to
Greyton as it has done for many years. Mountains tower above the
village on the western and southerniside and though they drop
away to rolling hills in the north-eagt. Newcomers experience a
sensation of being enclosed and cut dff from the surrounding
district. 1In one sensefthis is true for the road does not run on
through Greyton and over the mountains but loops back more or

less in the direction it has come. This road follows the curve of

the hills eastward to Riviersonderend and passes the farms
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surrounding the village as it did when it served as the main post

road to Swellendam, which was established in 1745.

At that time the countryside was well-wooded and the indigenous
blackwood and yellow-wood trees provided a source of timber for
the waggon and cask makers of the area, which is now referred to

as the Overberg.

There was a plentiful water- supply which flowed from the
mountains and joined the larger rivers. Heavy snow blanketed
these mountains in winter but summers were very hot. The soil was

fertile in the broad open area between the high ground.

Before Greyton.

The first Moravian missionary, Georg Schmidt, <chose a site in
this valley to establish a settlement in the early part of the
eighteenth century. It was known as Baviaanskloof at that time
"and later became the mission station of Genadendal with its

dominant church on the central square which exists to this day.

The missionaries preached the gospel of Christianity to the local
population and instructed them in the values and goals of the
German evangelist movement of that time. The first small
beginning was followed by a larger and better supported group and
the mission was eventuélly laid out as a small -farming
'ééttlement. The land which the churcq acquired was worked by the
small-holders and tuition in the various trades connected with
farming was given. Their conversion go the Mloravian community
usually followed aﬁd education towards literacy and understanding

of the Scriptures was provided.
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The mission lands bordered on the 1loan-place, Weltevreden, on
which the wvillage of Greyton was to be established, only four
kilometres away from Baviaanskloof. On the slopes of the
mountain, not far from the mission, there was a settlement named
Boschmanskloof, where, as the name implies, woodsmen and othef
labourefs lived. Boschmanskloof survives today as an adjacent
settlement to Greyton, although the forests which gave empléyment

to its original inhabitants have been decimated.

Weltevreden was one of the several grazing farms in the area and
it occupied the entire top end of the valley. It amounted to some
1866 . morgen/ and dates from the time of the Dutch East 1India
Company. In the final decades of the eighteenth century, and
cdincidiﬁg with the arrival of the second group of Moravian
missionaries, farmers were beginning to acquire land along the
Zonderend River - de Cude Bakoven in 1788 and Morkel's farm in
1793 (éopies of these leases are to be found in the letter files"

of the Genadendal Mission : Vol. 1).

Weltevreden was given out 1in 1791 to the son of Marthinus
Theunissen who was the local representative of the Company at the
old Company's post, Zoetmelkvlei. He was a farmer who held the
office of Sergeant in the service of the Company, having a few
soldiers under his command. He supplied the Cape with cattle and
controlled the Hottentots in the area, many of whom still 1lived

“on  land belonging to the Company {(Kruger, 1966:51/52).

He was also made responsible for.the éare of the three Moravign
missionaries when they arrived at Baviaanskloof on Christmas Evé,
1792 to re-establish the Mission founded by Georg Schmidt and at
this étage he gave them the support which they needed to overcome

the many difficulties which faced them.
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"The country round the mission was still uncultivated
veld. Useful firewood grew mear the Zonderend river.
Back in the kloof stood many more trees but it was
impossible to bring the trunks out. There were no more
Bushmen in the mountains but escaped slaves made an
occasional appearance. The Zonderend was still
unbridged, crossing was dangerous and sometimes
impossible. The veld abounded in game: bontebok,
ostriches, elands and guagga."”

(Kruger, 1966:53)

At this stage Theunissen encouraged the Khoi people to go to the
Mission and offered them official protection if they did so. The
Mission station prospered, crops were planted‘and instruction
given. From thé nucleus of a few who had followed Georg Schmidt -
(including 'éld Magadelena who was one of his first converts) -
the numbefs of people drawn to it increased. But the success of
the VMission provoked opposition from the neighbouring farmers,
many of whom were not prosperous. They hired 1labour in the
district and payment was supplemented by rations of food, and
wine, which was given four times a day. Labourers were induced to
return for the next harvest by generous gifts of wine and brandy
and the Moravian brethren expressed open disapproval of this
custom. The local farmers, including Theunissen, now begah to
oppose the work of the missionaries and in 1794, Theunissen used
the authority vested in him by the Company to limit the numbers

of people at Baviaanskloof.

By now Theunissen also had a personal interest in halting the
. migration to the Mission because his son had married and built
himself a home at Weltevreden. Relatfons between Theunissen and
the Mission were strained as the brethren were forced to comply

with his wishes.
¢

Salvation came from an unexpected quarter. Hendrik Cloete from

Groote Constantia and Heemraden of Stellenbosch (who had been a
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pupil of Georg Schmidt), appeared with two other burghers. Wwhen
the difficulties were explained to him he made a careful
investigation and left for weltevreden. A few weeks later the
brethren heard that he had bought the farm, Wweltevreden, from

Theunissens's son (Kruger, 1966: 67).

Ccn the 1 April, 1795, the following document, now in the Cape

Town Archives, was signed at the Castle of Good Hope.

Letter of A.J. Sluisken to R.N.V. van der Riet,

Re Weltevreden.

It = is granted by this to the late Heemraad of
Stellenbosch Hendrik Cloete for the space of one year in
loan the farm called Weltevreden situated near the
-mountains of the River Zonder Einde in the district of
Stellenbosch, lately inhabited and now evacuated by
Marthinus Theunissen , on condition that the said
H. Cloete, shall not take that estate in possession
before it has been registered to the office of the
Landsrevenue and paid to the Company cash the sum of
Sixteen Dukatons of Twenty four Rixdalers, and to renew
one month before the separation of every year this
permission or loan, otherwise failing herein he shall
become answerable for any of the remaining arrears,
(unpaid interests) and taxes, the permission
annihilated, and shall be proceeded against him
agreeable to the publications. And that further, the
said H.Cloete shall not be permitted to drive his cattle
through the River Zonder Eind, and not thereby cause the
least disadvantage to the adjunct habitation of
Hottentots. .

(Misc. Doc.,vVol 11, 1795/1805, No. 211)

Cloete had said that the cattle of the Hottentots could be
.brought' back and that their rights must be respected. The
difficulties seemed to have been solJed for the time being and
relations between the Mission and Theunissen improved. The loan
place remained 1in th% hands of Héndrik Cloete and after the
British occupation of the Cape it became a freehold farm while in

his posséssion.

Confusion reigned in the district for some time as the people of
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the Overberg district reacted in various ways to the attiyal of
the British but eventually peace and order was restored and the
Mission was able to continue its work. Baviaanskloof became,
after Cape Town, the largest settlement in the colony at this

period.

When the brethren made a surQey of the settlement in 1799, they
found 1;234 people in 228 dwellings within an hour's distance

around the institution." (Kruger} 1966: 76)

From this information it is clear that the district was well-
developed and populated before the establishment of Greyton
village and that, by the turn of the century, a necessary , 1if
somewhat uneasy economic relationship existed between the Khoi

people, the missionaries and the local farmers.

The Mission expanded further under Superintendent Héllbeck and
was given the name of Genadendal. 1In the early part of the
nineteenth century the mission communit§ built a sturdy bridge
across the Zonderend in order to link the Mission with their corn
lands across the river (Day-book, Genadendal; Vol.8:16). Today a
plaque on the bridge commemorates its completion in 1821 and it

has been proclaimed a national monument.

The Mission wanted to extend its lands as the number of
inhabitants increased and in 1836 and 1838 Weltevreden was
offered for sale to the brethren but the Mission council could
not afford to purchase at that time.a The farm again was put on
the market and on February 5, 1839, it was sold to John Malcolm
Stewart who retained ownership until his death. After lengthy
negotiation, transfer was passed to Herbert Vigne on December 21,

1846 and he took up residence on his property.

34



The site of the original farmstead, built by Theunissen's son,
seems to have been on the slopes of the mountain in a narrow
ravine overlooking the valley below. From this point the young
Herbert Vigne would have been able to survey his lands and the
contours of the sloping hills to which the village has beeﬁ
neatly moulded. During the next fifty years he changed the
character of this grazing farm and planned the small village .of

Greyton, more or less as it exists today.

Who was Herbert Vigne ?

Herbert Vigné, born in 1821, was the sixth of the nine surviving
children of Henry and Mary-Anne Vigne. Henry Vigne was the eldest
son of Rev., Robert Vvigne, who was born about 173¢ and held a
living in the Hertfordshire parish of WOodford.‘ The name, Vigne,
was originally de la Vigne, a Norman French family who emigrated
via Hélland to England after the Revocation of the Edict of
Nantes in 1693, Rev. Vigne married Margaret d'Olier who was
probably also a descendent of a French Protestant fugitive. Henry
Vigne was born in 1752 and married the daughter of another
clergyman, Rev. Thomas Roberts, the Vicar cf Tenterden. This lady
was heir to Sir Robert Austin and the couple must have been both

socially well-connected and financially secure.

In later life Henry Vigne bought Church Hill House, Walthamstowe,
an estate of some 30 acres, and he was portrayed in "The Graphic"
as the oldest Master of Hounds at thé time. On his eighty-sixth

birthday he rode to hounds from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.!

His second son, George Vigne, married Anna Grey, sister of Sir
George Grey, who became Governor of the Cape. This family

connection was to be of significance to his sons, Henry Thomas
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and Herbert who decided to emigrate to the Cape together in

1842.

Henry Thomas Vigne, the eldest son, was married in 183¢ to Anna-
Maria Peter (born Tandy), who was of 1Irish descent. It is
interesting to note that she had spent most of her childhood with
her elder cousin, Lady Anne Barnard who had returned from the
vCape in 1802, 1t is probable that, as Lady Anne had visited
Genadendal while at the Cape, she may have spoken of her travels

to her young cousin.

When Herber:faccompanied Henry Thomas and Anna-Maria Vigne and
their four  chi1dren to the Cape in 1842, he was unmarried and
twenty oné years of age. His elder brother bought the farm,
Tygerhoek, at Rivierzonderend and settled there. He became an
extremely versatile and efficient farmer, breeding the bloodstock
horses of which he was passionately fond. He was also a talented
painter and has left a number of paintings which are now housed
with other family heirlooms at the home of his great-great grénd

daughter, Olive Grant McIntyre in Kimberley.

Henry Thomas Vigne became the member of Parliament for Caledon
district in 1854 , and regularly travelled to Cape Town for the
Parliaméntary session, sometimes staying with Sir George Grey at

Government House,

ﬂe:bert Vigne remained for several years with his brother and
family on the farm Tygerhoek but fa@ily records indicate that
they did not agree entirely on matters connected with farming. It
is not surprising, therefore, that Herbert decided to strike out
on his own and that by 1847 he had moved to his own property -~

Weltevreden, in the vicinity of Genadendal.

36



‘Elements of conflict in the farming community.

During the 1840's and the early 1850's, disagreements between the
Genadendal Mission and government officials, following pressure
from local farmers came to a head. These were the result of the
long-standing grievances articulated by farmers in the wvicinity
of Genadendal and the other Missions , which centred on the
control exercised by the missionaries 'over the farm labourers and

freed slaves who lived at the Missions.

The farmers complained that these labourers were now unreliable
and "cheekyfg and the farmers openly or covertly opposed the
influence _ of the missionaries. Because the farmers were
dependent on these workers for casual labour recruitment, they
submitted a petition in 1849, drawing attention to "the
withdrawal of so many thousands of farm labourers from pérmanent
service on farms to reside in idleness and unproductive habits at
the numerous missionary institutions throughout the Colony, and
to the mischievious effect of missionary interference with
temporal affairs, affecting noL only the interests of the large
bodies of people monopolised by them, but the agricultural

interests especially....."{Kruger, 1966: 242).

Investigations of these allegations by the Magistrates of the
time, tended to underplay the "evils" which the farmers stressed
and emphasised the good works ang upliftmeﬁt provided by thé
missionaries. Many years later, J.S.qarais in his book about the
Cape Coloured people, came to the cénclusion that although the
farmers' complaints were exaggeréted,. they were not wunfounded.

However, the missions; did provide a labour pool on which the

farmers could draw, which weakened the farmers' case rather than
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strengthened it (Marais, 1939:190-199). Another complaint was
that the missions sheltered law-breakers and the authbrities
decided to provide a policeman at Genadendal, Johannes Kuiter, a
local man. He was replaced after a few months by a white
policeman under the supervision of Herbert vigne, who had now
become | the 1local field-cornet. This did not please the
missionaries and did, 1in fact, cause offence to the people of

Genadendal who perceived this as a slight to Ruiter.

Vigne was, thus, well aware of local problems relating to farm
labour recruitment and the farmers' animosity to the Mission at -

this time.

Genadendal was also an important centre for voters in the local
parliamentary elections and had about 500 registered voters. When
H.T.vigne, brother of Herbert vigne, stood for election he
promised to advocate the cause of the inhabitants of the Mission,
which must have set him in opposition to many of his farming
neighbours. 1In the then current electoral system every voter had
eight votes which he could spread over eight different candidates
or give to one of his choice. The voters of Genadendal chose to
do the .latter and as the result vigne received 3913 votes from
them. Aﬁother candidate who tried to gain their support by

offering brandy received only one vote.

One unfortunate consequence of the election, however, was the
' expulsion by Jacobus Linde from his :farm, Twistwyk, of eight
families who had given their support to Vigne.

H.T. Vigne was elected and, 1in spite of opposition, he did

¢
support the interests of the Mission.
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It is significant, too, that in 1848, shortly after Herbert Vigne
settled at weltevreden, Dr Robert Gray, the first Bishop of the
Anglican Church in South Africa, visited the Genadendal district.
Although he approved the work done by the Moravian Missions, he
disagreed with their policy on the control of land. Gray believed
that the inhabitants shouldlhave their own property and that the
establishments should be seen as villages rather than as mission
stations. When the Anglican mission ét Abbotsdale was founded in

the western Cape in 1858, these principles operated.

when Herbert vigne, himself an Anglican, marketed his land 1in
1854, he was also conforming to this pattern which was in 1line
with the 1liberal models of British Reformist politics of the

tinme.

1

Although, 1ironically, this pattern also reflects the colonial
capitalism of the day and it is possible that both Herbert and
B.T.Vigne nanipulated the prevail&ng economic ahd political
trends to their advantage, the kind of paternalism which informed
their actions was somewhat at odds with the accepted attitudes
and relationships between the 1local farmers and the other
inhabitants of the area. The idea that the indigenous population
had some rights to ownership of the land on which they had lived
for many years, was not acceptable to many of the local farmers,
who were expanding their pererties and acquiring as much land as
possible at this time. It did, however, coincide with the ideas
which were expressed in 1850 by a reéident of Genadendal who»had
been questioned privately by Sir Harry Smith and Lord Montague
about the éffairs of the Mission, Tﬁe Governor wanted to know,
among 6ther things, thether the people of Genadendal had a

responsible leader among them". Subsequently the man did some

research in the Cape Archives and he came to the conclusion
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that the land belonged by rights to the Khoi people and he wrote
to one of his friends to claim a Captaincy over the settlement.
However, after long negotiations, an overwhelming majority of the
inhabitants declared that they wanted the missionaries to remain

in control (Genadendal, Gen Doc.:26/9/1850)

Superintendent Teutsch feminded the Government of promises which
had been made to the brethren from time to time since 1792, and
asked that Genadendal and Groenkloof should now be formally
granted in freehold to the Superintendent and his successors and
that, in any/éase, the settlements should not be opened to whites
(Kruger,1966} 245). Eventually a compromise was reached. The
estate should be given to the Mission but the land was to be held
in trust until such time as it could be declared a Municipality.
It was thought that at that stége it would be impractical to sub-
divide : the 1land and grant plots to the residents and that the
cost of the survey would be too expensive. Thus after much
argument the Mission land was secured by the grant signed by the
Governor, Sir George Grey, but the granting of freehold rights to
individual residents was postponed (Genadendal,General documents:

26/9/1851).

It is inieresting to note the exposure of the Vigne family to
the latter stages of this debate with all its implications for
ownership and residentiél rights. Their presence in the distfict,
Eogether with the official position Qeld by Herbert as the local
field cornet, must have provided themzwith some insight into the

relative viewpoints of the participants. It 1is not a
coincidence, perhaps that it was at this time that Herbert Vigne
was setting in motion his plans for the freehold village of

Greyton.
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The foundation of Greyton village.

The availability of freehold land on the farm, Weltevreden,
adjacent to Genadendal, must have fulfilled the requirements of
at least some of the mission residents and it 1is, therefore
hardly surprising that some who were able to do so, purchased or
rented land from Herbert Vigne. He was in one sense exploiting an
existing need when he marketed his land and made another kind of
capital gain on his investment than he might have derived from
farming alone. On the other hand, in establishing this 1little
village, he may also have been satisfying some personal goal and

even indulging in what today is called "social engineering.”

At the same time he changed his own life style by replacing his
large estate with a much smaller farm in the centre of the
settlement of small farmers to whom he had sold land. Perhaps he
felt the need to be part of a small society. At twenty five he
was still uﬂmarried and he remained a bachelor until he was oVet
forty. When he did get married it was to the daughter of one of
the purchasers of his land, Mr James Belshaw. Vigne and his wife,
Elizabeth, had a family of five children and his descendents are

still living in Greyton.

What ever his motivation in establishing the village, Vigne went
about the project 1in a business— like manner. Shortly after
' ﬁurchasing the farm in 1846, Vigne had his farm measured out in
erven (lots) by a Senior_ Surveyor, Mr J.G. Reitz, who was
responsible for 1laying out the villaée. It seems 1likely that
vigne had a hand in thetplanning and design of Greyton and he was

undoubtedly responsible for the marketing and sale of the erven.
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The sale was advertised in the news-sheets of the day (see Cape
Advertisér- Cctober,1854) and nmust have attracted buyers from

beyond the immediate district and nearby Genadendal.
The day-book at Genadendal reads:

1854: On 27 Nov. 165 erwe of the farm Boschmanskloof - (the
former name of weltevreden)- were sold. The farm will
receive the name Greyton. 400 erwe have been marked out.
Various inhabitants of Genadendal also purchased erwe.
On the 5 Dec. the new Governor, Sir George Grey arrives.
A God-fearing man who supports the Mission.

An exanination of the deeds of sale for 1854 confirms that at

least 120 plots were sold outright to purchasers from all over

the Cape at prices ranging fron five pounds to eleven pounds ten
shillings each. Mr william Smith of Caledon acted as conveyancer
for the properties in 1854 and it is interesting to examine the
particular terms of the transfer documents which give some

indication of the light in which Vigne viewed the project as a

whole and, perhaps, of his intentions 1in establishing the

settlenent.

Extract from the conditions of sale of erven in the project

ed village of Greyton situated on the estate Weltevreden in the

Division of Caledon held on the 27th and 28th days of December,
1854.

1) The seller shall have the right and restricts hinself
to sell or otherwise cispose of lots of ground or erven
in the saia village in the manner and at such times as
he shall deen fit -up to the extent of Morgen, according
to the plan produced at the sale, exclusive of 10
morgen, situated in the Magermanskloof on the opposite
side of the River Zonder End near the cottage and no
more, streets anc square% included to form the
constituted village of Greyton as laid down, shown and
specified on the plan théreof, constructed by the said
Surveyor, MJ.G.Keitz: and every erf marked in the said
plan whether now sold or reserved shall be entitled
egqually to the rights conceded to the erven generally;
the water , or right to the water for irrigation,
excepted which shall be a specific concession. ~
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2) To the said extent of morgen as hereinbefore
mentioned so set apart to form and constitute the said
village, the Seller attaches and cede as Town Commonage,
the renainder of the land of his estate Bosjesmanskloof
which estate is in its whole extent 1886 morgen or 3733
acres, as will be shown by the original diagram thereof
dated 5th February, 1839 which shall remain forever
inalienably apportioned to such Town Commonage
exclusively, subject to the hereinafter mentioned
stipulations and restrictions.

3) The pasturage on the said conmonage shall be
apportioned exclusively for the use of the proprietors
of erven and the occupants of erven under the authority
of the proprietors, and to the wuse of bona fide
travellers to and from the wvillage, subject to the
hereinafter named regulations and restrictions.

4) All the inhabitants of the village shall for culinary

- and other domestic purposes, have free access to the
water of the village, along its course from where it
enters the village downwards to the South west
extreminty of the Town Common; without trespass on
private property, however; and subject to the Municipal
or village regulations; but only the erven marked Block
.A, being the present residence of the Seller, (here
follow all block numbers marked on the plan) all
exclusive, on the plan of the village, framed by the
Surveyor, shall be entitled to the use of the water
arising fronm Naauwkloof anag Bosjesmanskloof, for
irrigation in fair and equal proportions, according to
the extent of each; and as the supply must here, and
elsewhere, vary with the seasons and from natural
causes, the Seller was not 1in any way to be held
responsible for the sane.

True Extract.
(s¢gd.) william Smith,

Conveyancer,

The design of the village.

These provisions, seen 1in conjunction with the plan of the
village, indicate a very clear design for the settlement and pre-
suppose the need for‘latger plots than were required for a
5welling—hoUse. The limitation o§ growth 1implicit in the
preservation of the surrounding commoﬂage suggests an ecological
awareness and an 1intention to brovide' for a self-supporting
agricultural community gt Greyton. Over the years, however, there
have been sub-divisions which have changed the size and shape of

the erven within the basic design, as the requirements of the
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village inhabitants have changed or have responded to pressure of
various kinds. It 1is <clear that the sales of erven provided
Herbert Vvigne with a continuing income other than from férming,
and in return he provided water for the village and commonage,
for which he ceded almost all the land he owned beyond the
village linits. It is interesting to note that he retainea the 10
morgen in Magermanskloof for his own use. This was probably the
site of the original farnstead built‘by the younger Theunissen,
ané the remains of an old dwelling can still be seen today near
the more modern house which was constructed about fifty years
ago. This now.belongs to descendents of the vigne family although

it passed out of their hands for a good many years.

Herbert Vigne's own residence was situated at the end of the
village nearest to Genadendal on a substantial piece of land and
was named "The Bush". The house was partly destroyed by fire
early ‘in this century but renains today as the central part of
the more modern home of the present owner. The thick walls of an
earlier time are easily identifiable. An old barn still Survives

unchanged from the original farmsteac.

The erven were arranged around "The Bush" rather in the manner of
a feudal estate with snaller plots abutting directly onto the
horme farm, while the larger agricultural erven fanned out along
the hillside and on either side of the curving road, originally
known as tﬁe Crescent.- These plots gave the wvillage a
éharacteristic formation and were irrggated by an ingenious lei-
water system which ran along the uppe¥ end of the sloping plots
of the Crescent and then wandered down to the home farm and the
other end of the villade. 1t is clearly marked on the original

map of Greyton village anag is still used today by the residents.
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The disposal of the plots séems to have proceeded in a sonewhat
haphazard manner but a map belonging to the Greyton Municipality
shows clearly on what dates the various blocks were marketed. The
ones round the home farm and a portion of the Crescent were the
first to be sold. The geographié situation of these plots must
have laid the foundation for references to the Crescent plots on
rising ground as the bo-dorp - while the other end of the little

village became the Onder-dorp.

lerbert Vigne nust have been satisfied with his plan because he
continued to qispose of the plots in batches of twenty or thirty
over the next;forty years, until he died in 1895 aged 73. After
his death his heirs carried on the process of disposing of the
land until about 1910. Throughout this time the land was sold and
rented to people without regard for colour and an examination of
Deeds Cffice records suggests that this process continued
uninterrupted until the implementation of the Group Areas Act 1in

Greyton in 1969.

In recent years some research in Greyton was conducted by a
retired Moravian missionary, Pastor L.K. Schmidt, who settled in
Greyton 1in 1948 when he left Genadendal. He wrote several books
in Cerman about the Nission and its work anc prepared a
substantial historical skétch for a commenorative brochure
publishec by the Dutch keformed Church in 1956. Extracts from
this brochure were lodgéd with the Capé Town Archives. His
écéount corroborates some, but not qll of the data includéd in

this chapter.

Schniiat had been a well-known figure in the district for nmany
: t
years and much of his information comes from people who were born

towards the end of the nineteenth century. ke ministered to both
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the spiritual and physical needs of all sections of the -local
population, irrespective of whether they were Moravian . Church
members. He had had some medical training and provided care which
ranged from drawing teeth to setting broken limbs. He was highly
respected and his help was often sought in preferenée to more
conventional redical treatment because he was a pot-clay healer
and a herbalist. His presence in the district had assumed an
almost mythical significance and stories about his healing powers
take their place beside the tales of origin for the village which
are related by many of the local residents, particularly, but not
exclusively, by those classified coloured. I shall discuss
certain aspécts of these téles at a later stage in this ‘chApter

in relation to the factual historical material which is available

Schmidt suggests that the village was named Greyton in order to
honour' the name of the new Governor who arrived in the same year
that the first erven were sold (1956: 6). The daybook at
Genadendal records that Sir Ceorge Grey visited the Nission and
the district in 1855 and it is likely that he made contact with

his relations by marriage at Tygerhoek and Greyton.

It 1is also likely that he would have approved Herbert Vigne's
plan to set up a small farmning community of this kind because he
had adavocated the establishment of similar..small settlements
during his term of office in New Zealand. This was part of Grey's
plan for the provision ofvland for those who had few financial
‘ fesources. It was enacted as the Hundred's Ordinance and was
intended "to ‘promote small settlemenfs of moderate allotments
with rights to commonage" (W.L. & L. \Rees, 1892: 153). By this
ordinance, Grey hoped tdg remove "those difficulties in the way of
the poor in their efforts to secure lands for themselves and for

their fanilies" (Ww.L. & L. Rees, 1892: 154). It is possible that
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he may have been able to offer advice on the subject to young

Kerbert Vigne.

Shortly after Greyton was marketed, a similar village was set up
to the north-east, beyond the Zonderend Mountains and was named
Lady Grey after the Governor's wife. 7This village received a
number of British ex-servicemen who had returned home after the
Crimean Var (1854-1856), were unable to find employment in
Britain and were assisted to emigrate. These two villages were
linked by a path over the mountains and there have always been
close connections between the inhabitants which have produced

/
marriage and family ties.

An elderly resident of Greyton asked me whether 1 knew how

Greyton started ana he described it to me in this way.

And this was how Greyton started. There was this
English Laay Grey who walked here from Cape Town and she
saw that this place was gooa; and then she walked from
here across the mountain to McGregor, which used to be
called Lady Grey. Both these villages were named for
her. Wwhy the nane was changed to McGregor 1 do not know.
Two men then came to Greyton and they had a farm here.
Anc they cut it up into erwe and they sold it to people.
These were the first people to live in Greyton.

It was the same at Genadendal. 7The minister - Schmidt -
they <call him a sendeling but he was also a minister -
he came walking -from Cape Town to the place called

Baviaanskloof at that time. And he met a woman called -

oude Lena who became his friend. She learnt about the
Bible. You have heard of the Hottentots? This woman was
a Hottentot because they lived here. And when she had
learnt about the Eible, she taught all the children. And
they called the place Genadedal, which means a place of
peace. They held services there and some years ago they
put a Bible in the tree behind the church because that
is where the first services were held. It was a memorial
like the church (Anglican) at Greyton. Some of the
people who live here came from Genadendal at that time
because they wanted their own land. Their children's
children are still here but they do not own their 1land
any nore. f

This tale was repeated to me by several of the olcer residents

who are classified coloured.
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There 1is an interesting historical connection in this account
between the historical facts surrounding the origins of
Genadendal, Greyton and McGregor. The wvillages are cleérlyv
perceived as linked to one another and being part of a similar
development pattern. Tales of origin usually reflect an attenpt
Ly people to explain an existing situation and to interpret
events. This tale expresses a clear helief, too, 1in the lbng-
standing rights to residence and land-ownership by people living
in the district. The gquestion arises as to whether the 1local
people perceive the encroachment of outsiders as an infringenent

ot their rights ?

Sharp (1977) explores the significance of tales of origin. FEe
asks whf they exist and whether there is any special meaning in
the emphasis which people place on events and trends in local
affairs. He suggests they are " an instrument in the conduct of
public affairs - a concrete forn of abstract ideas" (1977: 72).
He adads :

It is'probable that as living beings explore

contenporary problems through the evidence of

their traditions, they generate new emphases

anc versions to accord with contenporary
circumstances.

(Sharp, 1977:72).
The present separation of "white" and "coloured" wvillagers 1in
Greyton 1is being examined in this way. In their reminiscences
during interviews, these people now classified coloured often
invoke the past and the joys and sorrows which they shared with
the "whites", while at the same time stressing that tocay they

have, as they put it, "their own problems”.

F .
They look back with mixed emotions to a "golden age" when people

liked ana respected each other as neighbours and friends.
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If we take into account the varied origins of the people who
purchased land in Greyton, I would agree with Sharp that here, as
in the part of the Northern Cape to which he refers, people had
"managed to incorporate considerable individual diversity within
the common identity which the inhabitants called ‘our village'
and 'our community'. Clearly these were not communities around
which the inhabitants themselves ever imposed "racial" boundaries

of exclusion" (Sharp, 1972:3/4).

At this level the sense of community is based on loyalty and an
attachment to a particular area, its people and a particular

shared way.of life.

Therefore the present separation in Greyton evokes an emphasis on
incorporation and the shared experiences of the past although it
may be that these memories are viewed through proverbially rose-

tinted spectacles.

In his discussion of the problems of the people of Simonstown,
following the implementation of Group Areas there, Whisson
suggests that events in this "Golden Age" of the coloured -peOple
(Leeuwenberg, 1970; Wwest, 1971; whisson, 1972) are culled from a
selective menory and presented as if they occurred fairly close
together, either 1in the first decade of the present century or
"before the war" without éreat clarity being attached to whether
éhe response is pre-1914 or pre-1939 qwhisson, 1972:15). This age
is associated with a time when there Qgs no apartheid. Although
there were hardships, these were associated with an heroic past
and not with a sense offoppression. "We did not have the things
that the youngsters have today but we did not go hungry and I'm

'sure we were happier then" (whisson, 1972: 16).
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There is a similarity in the message which comes through in these
stories of the "Golden Age" of Simonstown and those of Greyton,
although the occupational emphasis of the former is on the sea

and fishermen, while in Greyton it is on the land and farmers.

This myth of a Golden Age offers "the possibility of all groups
being at peace together without strict laws regulating relaﬁions
between them (Whisson,1972:17). This selective memory of events
tends to glosé over the existence of a perceivable class
structure 1in which a paternalistic attitude on the parf of the
'whites' contributed towards a sense of security and a belief in

the possibility of upward mobility for all people.

In a village like Greyton, residential and economic integration
produced a degree of social relationship and mutual respect that
under;pinned this class structure, which did not have a racial
foundation and was not entrenched in law. It is not surprising
that the 1loss of personal rights under the apartheid system
caused many of the inhabitants to look back longingly towards a
"Golden Age"; it 1is equally understandable that the younger
generation at £first regarded this escapism with a degree of
tblerance and more recently with a marked sense of incredulity as

their own awareness of certain historic realities increased.

The nature of the village population.

i

The majority of house-holders in Gfeyton were working-people -
small farmers and artisans who formed a reasonably self-
sufficient unit. Thejr methods were simple but served their
purposes. Although mechanisation was introduced on the 1larger

farms surrounding Greyton by the end of the nineteenth century,

it could not be considered necessary for the small-holders who
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continued to cultivate with animal-drawn ploughs and 'by hand.
This did not mean that they were unfamiliar with machinery and
the labour-saving devices employed by the larger producers. The
working relationship which existed between the farmers and the
Greyton inhabitants brought them into contact on a regular basis.
A man of 82 who had lived in Greyton all his life spoke of his
father's status as a worker in this way:
"My father worked mostly for the farmers. He

was well-known as a sower on the farms, and he

also went out with the big threshing machine

they wused 1in those times. They did not wuse

these combiners and things, but a huge

threshing machine with a huge engine, a train-

engine. My father was the foreman of this

machine, the stoker.

Also then at sowing time the farmers came in

from around to fetch him, because it was not

for all the year but at sowing-time. Ja, 1in

that time they sowed by hand."”
In the tales of the past told by the older people, the emphasis
is upon social and economic inter-dependence. It was probable
that there was a good deal of interactidn which varied from the
local marketing of goods, produce and services to 'social
contracts of different kinds. There was undoubtedly a tendency
for young people to marry locally and the names of the core

families of the three villages and the district are inter-linked

by marriage as well as by less formal ties.

-The old man quoted above went on to describe his mother and his
wife in this way : 2

My mother was born here. Her parents were
both overseas people. her father I think came
after the Settlers, with the MacFarlanes. He
rode for them. My father was coloured from my
Qupa's wife. He was a man who worked around,
sien. He was renowned for sheep-shearing and
such things. In this way they met.
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My wife was born here. Hér father was a white

man on the road to Caledon. She was not his:

legitimate child. HBer mother lived in the

town here. She worked for him. My wife was

very pretty, the prettiest girl in the town

for me.
Two of the elderly women to whom I spoke mentioned = that their
mothers were also the children of farmers of the district and
both cohabitation and marriage between "whites" and the so-called
"people of colour" was taken for granted. 1In the early days many
of the settlers chose wives from among the local people who were
of Khoi descent. 1In addition the emphasis .on the strong ties
between the' people of Greyton and those of the district is
substantiated by the working relationship which has existed

between local farmers in the area and the village residents over

a period of more than 130 years.

Casual:labour was, and still is, recruited 1in the village, and
Greyton also became a haven for elderly bywoners who 1left, or
were asked to leave, the local farms. They séttled on small-
holdings in the village, where they were able to continue small-

scale farming activities.

The historic picture of the village is one of a peasant community-
in many ways; self-sufficient to a lafge extent and, as it
developed, able to market surplus produce in the district and
later in markets further afield. Most of the villagers owned the
land they farmed in freehold but they’could, and did, sell their

labour on the larger farms in the area when it was needed.

Using a mixture of English and Afrikaans which is quite customary
among the older peoplé of the village, the son of one of the
early wvillagers described conditions in Greyton in the latter

part of the nineteenth century in this way.
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"My grandfather came from England with the 1

820

settlers, but I can't say what place. It was my parents

who said so, they told me. He was only 11 years old.
came to Stellenbosch and worked there carrying milk

He
in

dairies. His legs were bent from the weight. I was only

five or six when he died but I remember his skeef le
He said he had it a bit heavy there. So he chose
direction and came to a place they c
Bloulelietjieskloof.

gs.
a
all

There he lived amongst a klomp kleurlingmense who farmed

cattle and sheep and such things. They 1lived
pondokkies such as the people of earlier times bui
There they 1lived until the white people began to r
them out. It was not war but a slow process. Die
man het maar ergekom en ergekom en die bruin man m

in
1lt.
oot

wit
aak

die pad,sien - 50 het dit maar aangegaan.

My giandfather took a wife there. After a period of t

ime

he - had cattle and things and he moved here with his

goods and bought a place. (This took place in 18

8@,

according to Deeds Office records) He had a good couple
of plots. His first house that he built was a tiny one.
There he lived a long time and a couple of children were

born.

Each of oupa's sons got a plot. They had a garden that
they planted full every year and this gave them their
food for the home and saw them through the year. Further
than that they worked out on the farms for the farmers.

They could not make their living here.

And then on Saturday or Friday they returned and then

on

Sunday they went out again, with their bags on their
backs. So they made their living. But every year they

planted their gardens.

Mostly they planted beans and mielies at that time,

and

pampoen and such things. They did not sell this, there

was no market. But then later the farming
continuously getting bigger, each generation expandi
Because I made my living from out of the earth."

(von Holdt,1979:2)

e many of the internalised images of a "Golden Age" which
down to us as part of village thhology, this informant
overlook the problems of the time but there is a strong

rdships overcome with dignity.

must undoubtedly have been some disharmonious elements

serpents in this rural Eden.
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One source of disharmony between Greyton and Genadendal, for
instance, was the availability of liquor at canteens in Greyton.
There had been a <continuing controversy about the free
consumption of liquor by mission residents which Superintendent
Hallbeck had attempted to regulate in 1827. The tot system had
been abused by farmers and kegs of wine and brandy were given to

the labourers on some farms in the 1830'5 {Raum, 1953: 129).

Shops were introduced at missions where the brethren were

allowed to sell wine in limited quantities at specific times to
their missioa residents but no liquor might be brought in from
outside. These regulations were intended to curb the drunkenness
which was prevalent on the farms where liquor was part of the
wages. By 1843 the problem had increased. When a mission resident
refused to surrender a cask of wine which he had bought from a
farmer : and "the brethren bought it from him in order to get it

out of the way" (Daybook, Genadendal:X1,19-5-1843).

A significant aspect of this incident is that " it showed that a
group of inhabitants, supported by the 1local farmers, were
inclined to rebel against the regulations." (Kruger, 1966:
217).1t was followed by a dispute relating to the reluctance of
some of the mission residents to contribute towards the wages of

a jointly appointed herdsman to guard cattle.

The latter dispute came before a magistrate. It was decided in
favour of the brethren, and the residents appeared to accept the
decision. The magistrate suggested to them, 1in fact, that if

fact, that 1if they did not agree with the magistrates, "they
t _

should choose another place of residence" (Kruger, 1966:217).

55



This then was the climate in which an alternative place of
residence came into being for the people of the district and when
the allotments at Greyton were offered for sale in 1854, some
Genadendal residents bought 1land there and avoided the

constraints placed upon them by the mission regulations.

In 1850 an article appeared in the Cape Town Mail in which ﬁhe
missionaries were accused of "maintaining a commercial monopoly
at the stations for their own benefit" and the article demanded
that the nissions be turned into "open villages"(12-1-1850). A
trader from Caledon opened a liquor outlet near the mission when
he was refuséd permission to open one in Genadendal itself. Later
the outlet was closed down when the liquor laws were amended but
not befofe many of the Genadendal men, who had been recruited for
military service on the Eastern frontier, had returned and "spent
all their pay in the bottle-store" (Kruger,1966:244; Marais,1939

£197; Raum,1953:129).
Raum also refers to entries made in thefday—book at Genadendal.

"In 1860 this law (the liguor law) was altered
again giving the Divisional Council and the
magistrates the power to grant licences. As a
result a petition of the missionaries and 500
residents failed to avert the granting of a
licence for a "canteen" in Greyton only two
miles from Genadendal. Soon many, especially
excluded persons, fetched wine from
Greyton.Colonists who looked askance at the
mission were at the bottom of the movement to
grant liquor 1licences to 1inhabitants at
Greyton. The aim was to make the stationing of
a magistrate there necessary as it was felt
that the magistrate at Caledon was too
sympathetic towards the coloureds "
(Raum,1953:80:131). ' ‘

Whatever the underlying motivation for the establishment of the
"canteens", liquor undoubtedly became available in nearby Greyton

“and a pattern of people visiting the village to obtain liquor was
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established. To this day the bottle store at Greyton is crowded
with purchasers from Genadendal on a Saturday morning. As the
village developed, other trading establishments were set up which

must also have provided competition for the mission shops.

Al though there were a number of Genadendal residents who moved to
Greyton, the brethren did not abandon those members of their

flock who had strayed. By 1870 they héd established a presence in
the Village and from 1893 the Moravians provided religious
instruction and education for their members in Greyton. As the
village grew} a cordial relationship appears to have existed

between the brethren and the vigne family.

Religion and education.

There . must have been some rivalry, in those early days for the
spiritqal care of the people of Greyton because the most clear-
cut division which existed in the social structure of the
village, prior to the implementation of the Group Areas Act, was
on religious lines. The most clearly defined religious groups
were those of the Anglican Church, The Nederduitse Geréformeerde
Kerk and the Moravian Mission Church, all of which had

established places of worship in Greyton.

The Anglican community.

Early in the development of the v%llage in 1864, the kev.
Middleton of the Anglican Church in Céledon, was approached by a
Mr Wilscher, to serve the community of Greyton. Both men used to
make the tedious journex by horse a;d cart to take services there
" every Sunday. About 1866/67 Wilscher estéblished the first school
in Greyton which was open to all children living in the area. MNr

‘Searll was the first teacher and it became known as the "Engelse
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skool” among people who were at that time not predominantly
English speakers. However, people of British origin were now
settling in the district, as the Vvigne family had done, and farm
names 1like "The Oaks" and "Nethercourt" began to appear. The
"English" character of the village of Greyton was apparent in
family names 1like Smith, Bayley, Rowse, Metcalf, Belshaw,
Cookson, Mays and others which were well represented on the firsf
deeds of sale, but there were also many which were not of British
origin. Names like Jas, Julies, Adries, Scholtz, Buys, Blom and
Damons featgfe in 1856 and in the next sale of plots by Vigne in

the early 1860's.

The Anglican community grew as many of the Khoi and the so-called
people of colour joined the congregation. Although Herbert Vigné
had set aside a plot for the Anglican church, it was not -built
until :1904, after his death, largely by the efforts of local
church members to honour his memory, as some of the older

villagers recall.

Elderly residents, now classified céloured, spéak with great
affection of the small school with its thatched roof beside the
church at which so many of them received their education together
with the "white" children. By 1900 there were at least 100
children at the school. They remember the row of oak trees (cut'
down fo make way for the new school building in 1939) under which
the young people stood awaiting confiﬁmation in the tiny church.
They also remember with pléasure the many social events which
took place there. The Anglican congregation has remained without
segregation on the grodnds of colour although for many years the
men and women of the congregation sat separately as was ‘the

custom in the Moravian church.
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The Dutch Reformed Church and the Moravian communities.

The Dutch- speaking people of the district were wused to
travelling fairly long distances to attend church seryices,
particularly at the time of nachtmaal, but the village of Greyton

slowly became a focal point for these gatherings.

There was, at this time, no D.R.C. church building or school in
Greyton and services were held in brivate homes or out of doors.
They were served by a leraar from Caledon. This was a "white"
congregation fand there 1is no branch of .the Sendingkerk 1in

Greyton.

In 1864 at the invitation of Mr Vigne, the "leraars"- at
Genadendal were invited to hold services in the "Engelse skool"
run by Mr Wilscher for white and coloured members of the Moravian
church in Greyton and Boschmanskloof. By 1893 the Moravian
brethren had taken over the small school building, which still
stands today, vand provided religious instruction and education
for their congregation. By 1900 there were about 80 children at
the school. As Pastor Schmidt expresses it:
"Daar was die begin van "n lieflike

samewerking tussen Greyton N.G. Kerk en die

Broeder kerk en 'n vriendelike verhouding tot

die Engelse Kerk." (1956:6)
A pattern had been set in that the N.G. Kerk served the white
community, the Moravian church was attended largely by coloured
people, while the Anglican congredation had both white and

coloured members in its church and school.

However, with the arrival in 1879 of the de Villiers family who

settled in the village, a new school for white children only was
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established in the front room of the de Villiers home and a young
teacher, Miss Caterina Mays, was engaged to teach the three
children of the de Villiers family and others, at a salary of two
pounds per month and one shilling per child. The tuition was

given in English.

The school had grown and was re-housed twice before a 1large
school building was built by Mr Mays. This has now become the

Greyton village hall, library and Post Office.

In 1888 there were 19 children in the school under the tuition of
Miss U. von;Solms who was head of the school until 1905 by which
time the number of pupils had increased to 103. Excellent results
were obtained and teacher training was given at the school by

Miss von Solrs.

The Development of the village.

The increasing number of children at the three schools gives some
incdication of the growth ofbthe village population since the
first plots were sold in 1854, Before his death in 1895, Herbert
vigne had disposed of more than 300 erven and, according to
census figures in 1891, there were 1186 people in the Greyton
area. These figures cannot be said to include only village
residents, however, as Greytoﬁ was not enumerated as a separate

municipality until 1910.

“According to Schmidt, who derived hgs information from documents
produced by Mrs Kitty vigne (the wifé of Herbert Vigne's eldest
son), the village.and its immediate environs initially had a form
of local government cdnsisting of three Commissioners who were

responsible to the central government at Cape Town.

61



Proclamation of the Municipality of Greyton.

Under the provision of Ord. (9) of 1838
certain regulations adopted by resident
householders were approved by Governor P.W.
wodehouse. (13 Feb. 1865)

The Commissioners must be persons
proprietorising property of value not less
than three hundred pounds and residing in the
village. Regulations proclaimed 3/10/1862 and
13/2/1865. ‘

The names of the three Commissioners were Mnr.
Dreyer, Mays and Schultz.

(Schmidt, 1952:3)

L 1

Berbert Vigﬁé_is not listed as one of the Commissibners. Unlike
his brother, H.T. Vigne, he did not pursue a political career,
although.he did hold the post of Field'Cornet in the district for
some years. However, the Vigne family maintained a substantial
presence in Greyton during the sixty year period from 1855 to
1915 énd nmust have exerted considerable influence in the
development of the village. L.T.Vigne ahd his wife's brother,
Edward Peter, had purchased plots in the 1856 auction. There were
also the extensive land holdings of Herbert Vigne's in-laws,the.
Belshaw family, and the Vignes' own home farm. The five children
of Herbert Vigne were given plots by their father and at the time
of his death, at least eight Vigne- related properties were
established in Greyton. With the exception of Herbert Vigne's
eldest son, also Herberf, who married a local girl, Kitty
’Kfoukamp, and continued to live in quyton, the other members of
the vVvigne family left the village or died shortly after the turn
of the century; | |

¢
Mrs Vigne Sen., died intestate aged 47 years, only four months

after her husband in 1895. The home farm was sub-divided and sold

by the heirs. Herbert vigne Jnr. moved to the Crescent near the
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home of his grandfather Belshaw and the land belonging to his

father-in-law, Kroukamp, who was a shopkeeper in Greyton;

Joseph Mays, who did become one of the Commissioners, also owned
a substantial amount of land and, in addition to his home and
gardens on Main Road, carried on his business as blacksmith,
carpenter, coffin-maker and butcher at his other properties. His
contribution, and that of his family, to the wvillage, was
considerable and it is interesting to note that, like the vignes,
they became incorporated by marriage into the Afrikaans-speaking
community as Anglo-Afrikaners. In the words of a descendent:
It was people like Mr Mays who made the wvillage. He
worked hard in a lot of ways. He ran his businesses and
he was also the mayor. He carved all the woodwork in the
old Dutch Reformd Church himself. He made all the
coffins and kept his own upstairs in this house so that
it would be ready. Caterina Mays, my father's sister was
the first teacher at the school of Mr de Vvilliers.,
She added that her grandfather was a friend of the elder Mr Vigne
and was one of the earliest settlers in the village. His house is
the only building in Greyton to have been declared a National
Monument. It would seem that Mays and his son were practical men

who were able to serve the needs of the people of Greyton, both

in their private business and in their public life.

The Mays family could be said to exemplify the Afrikaans- speaking

villagers of the early twentieth century and my ‘informant
remarked, "Greyton was very Afrik%ans when I was young."
(Although this would have been later in the 1920's and 1930°'s.)
She mentioned that many bywoners had come to Greyton in her
father's time and that‘it was from then (after 1900), that the

Afrikaans language was spoken by most people. It is interesting
to note that Miss Mays taught in English at the Reformed Church
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school in the 1880's but that by the 1920's, the medium of

instruction was Afrikaans.

Population growth.

In 1911 Greyton village was inhabited by at least 753 people,
(1911 Census figures), of whom 257 were designated as "white" and
496 as "coloured." A number of them owned several erven, mﬂking
up small farms, which they worked in addition to selling their
labour 1in various ways in the district and further afield. At
that time femgleé outnumbered males in Greyton as the table below

indicates.

\

Table 3.
Male Female Total

%hite | ‘ 122 135 257
Colouréd 217 279 496
Total ‘ ,339 414 753

(All figures from 1910 - 1980: Appendix A.)

Census figures show a steady'population'increase to 961 in the
1921 census and 1023 in 1936. The highest population total of the
past 75 years was reached in 1946 with the number of residents
listed as 1094. Thereafter a steady decline 1in resident

population is shown and this phenomenon is discussed in Chapter 4

in relation to the general populétion shift taking place

throughout the area and the possible reasons for this.

" However, in 1910, the population of Greyton supported three
churches, three schools and one boarding establishmnt for

scholars, two village halls, a post office, a police station with
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several cells for offenders, a waggon-making business and
transport driver and five or six shops at different points in the
village. It was not easy to make a living but people appear to

have done so.
Cne of the most successful of them described it in this way :

I had a whole lot of ground qf my own that I bought. And
the other farmers couldn't farm like me. They all had to
give way and give way. Ja, these white boertjies that
came and farmed later had to give over and go and seek
work.

But I worked it out and I had it hard, but I held out
and 1 worked myself hard. I worked till I was 70 years
old. I worked hard in the soil. I have a big family,
twelve children who grew up in this house. Ek meen ek
het hulle grootgemaak van die grond uit. __ —

(von Holdt, 1979:3)

By this time the village had become a mixed community of English
and Afrikaans speakers and as one o0ld resident told me,
picturés of the English royal family hung on the walls of the
cottages, side by side with those of the old Boer heroes 1like
Louis Botha and Hertzog. They still do today in several homes I
visited. Some are no longer in the village but hang in homes in
Heuwelkroon alongside those of "English" and "Dutch" grandparents
and great-grandparents. The roots of many of the o0ld Greyton

families are firmly entwined.

Ssome of the old stamme remain in the village and the process of
grafting on "newcomer" stock continues as it did in the past.
However today only a few of the newco&ers seer. to settle down and
flourish while many disappear after a short time. 1In the early
days of the village, th? movement of people proceeded at.the more
leisurely pace of the time, although the deeds of sale indicate

that even then there was some speculative buying of property

/
followed by re-sale and profit~taking.
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Ih 1854 the conveyancer of the land, William Smith, bodght 10
well- placed érven which he sold shortly afterwards at a profit.
Over time the market value of the properties held by the. Vvigne
family increased substantially but, because they were put on the
market 1in comparatively small blocks, the growth of the village

proceeded slowly.

There 1is no evidence to suggest that residential areas of the
village were racially segregated or that there was any
discrimination on the grounds of colour in property
transactions.[ However, questions arise which seem at variance
with tﬁis_residential integration. Why was the school for white
children only set up by the de Vvilliers family? Did the
segregated services of the Dutch Reformed Church also reflect
this need for separate facilities for residents who considered
themselves to be "white" rather than "coloured" ? The way 1in
which the census tables of the day are set out suggest that this

differentiation was officially recognised. (See Table 2)

The implementation of Group Areas in Greyton éould be seén as the
legitimation of a well-established social distance which has
-existed over time. That there was "colour consciousness",
;specially from the 1930's, is apparent from the interview data I
obtained, both from those now classified white and those
classified coloﬁred; but it would seem too that , in many cases,
ébcial and working relationships {transcended any perceived
differences until after the Second World War. These impressions
are expiored more fully in Chapter 5. The process of change which
had accelerated by the 1950's 1is described more fully in

Chapters 3 and 4 of this thesis.
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A walk through the grave-yard at Greyton reflects one of the most
important aspects of this change. 1In the early days of the
village, the white andxcoloured residents were buried in‘ close
proximity to one another. As time went by, a noticeable

separation developed between the areas where they lie buried.

Heavy flooding of the sloping lower ground in the gréve-yard
where most of the early graves were situated, may have
necessitated a general shift towards the higher ground; but, at
the same time, it was accompanied by a gradual drift apart from
one another,go that now the graves of the whites and the graves
of those claésified coloured, constitute two separate areas. The
latter still occupy the older, lower section while the whites are
buried in the newer section, further up the hillside. ironically,
exactly the opposite change has taken place in the residential

areas for the living in Greyton.

Certainly for the past 20 years it has been true to say that,

both in life and in death, the people of Greyton are divided.
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Chagter 3

The process of separation

This chapter takes as its starting point the historic pattern of
residential integration which ﬁnder-pinned the working
relationships of the people of Greyton. This was described in
" Chapter 2 to provide some insight into the relationships which
have prevailed over time and the nature and extent of integration
in the villége. with this background, we can now discuss the

significance of the present process of separation.

I have gained considerable insight into the way the Group Areas
Act was implemented in urban areas from Western (1981); There
are, however, certain additional factors about Group Areas which
are 1important 1in a rural context. To a population who derive
their subsistence from the land, residential property represents
something more than a place to build a house. At the same time
the possession of property confers a certain status on the owner.
In a rural village like Greyton, the implementation of Group
‘Areas deprives the land-owner who is classified coloured, of both
subsistence and status and can change the position of a person in
the village society. Even to those who worked in cities as well
as'.maintaining their small-holdings, the property represented
security and a home base to which they could return when
necessary. Some of those who were removed, received enough money
for the properties wh%ch they left to be able to buy or build in
areas other than Heuwelkroon, but many were forced by escalating
costs - to accept the rented accommodation there. Those who had

occupied rented property in Greyton were also compelled to move
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to Heuwelkroon or leave Greyton.

Some who were able to do so purchased land oh Genadendal -ground
at Boschmanskloof, near Heuwelkroon, and they afe relativeiy
better off because these plots are supplied with electricity and
sanitation by the Genadendal Management Board. A few families
moved to Genadendal itself and some'others to Cape Town or other

towns in the Western Cape.

"It 1is clear that there has been a scattering and disintegration
of the once stable community and this brings its own problems of
disorientatidn and financial haraship, particularly to older
people who cannot envisage " starting again". As Western remarks:
"Every time there was a choice as to who would be out where, the
Whites would get first choice" (1981:87). hHowever the tendency he
notes in urban areas for the increase in social distance to be
reflected in actual distance, 1is not so marked 1in Greyton.
Heuwelkroon really is adjacent to the inhabitants' former homes
and "that place on the hill", as an elderly woman referred to i£,
has the added hardship of a clear view of the developing lwhite

group area.

In mny interviews with village residents who were éléssified
coloured, 1 attempted to ascertain their views on the changes and
the extent to which these have affected their relationship with
the "white" residents of the wvillage. This involved taking
account of the dwindling number of tﬁbse who remenber "the good
old days", and the preponderance of residents whose experience
extends only as far as‘the accepted fact of Heuwelkroon. These

memories of "a golden age", which were discussed in Chapter 2,

have faded and with them the sense of common ground which helped

70



to wunite the small community. Those surviving older people now
classified coloured, who were born in Greyton, still speak
nostalgically of the happy, friendly atmosphere of the wvillage
when "we all lived side by side and if there were troubles, we
shared them. Now there are different troubles for us." There is
an awareness of changed circumstances and as Mr C said :

We were all 1living very nicely here in

Greyton. The white people did not want the

coloured people moved out. Wwe worked together

at farming. 1If we needed a man to help on the

land, we just asked one another., There was

plenty of water and a lot of vegetables. There

were’ fruit trees and people dried the fruit. It

made people very sad when they had to leave

their land.
Mr C can speak with some objectivity about the problems of his
friends because, as he put it, he was a "lucky one." The property
he 1inherited from his father is situated in the strip of 1land
which éonnects Heuwelkroon to the rest of the village and because
it 1is in the coloured group area, may remain in his possession.
Mr M.C. continues to farm the land which has belonged to his
fahily for about 100 years. His immediate neighbours were “"white"

residents of long-standing in the village but their property was

bought recently by newcomers to the community.

Like western I have some difficulty with the term "community" in

the Greyton context, as he did in his examination of the
"gentrification” of the suburb of Mowbray in Cape Town. 1In both
areas there is the geograrphic realiti of Bo- Dorp and Onder-Dorp
with their more abstract social implications. There is a
dialectic between people and place which relates to their
experience and understénding of that place over time. There is
also a dialectic relationship between person and person which

relates to their experience and understanding of one another.
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Western settles for the construct of community posited by Marris

(1977), in'which he perceives two salient qualities:

(i) the notion of conmunity as acknowledgement - living in an
area where people accept responsibility for one another,

almost "a microcosm of human existence"; and

(ii) the notion of community as territory - appropriating the
farniliar places that have become comfortable. They can
become a resident's stamping ground, . his or her space where

he or she can say, " I am known and can find my way about."

The 1length ‘of time of residence would seem to have definite
connotations for any definition of community. It is also apparent
that the essential features of this construct of community are
violated by forced removal and separation of people from each

other on racial grounds.

On the other hand, communities can become "home" for different
kinds of peopléAand how people relate to the larger society may
determine their relationships with the smaller society in which
they find themselves. I would suggest, therefore, that wé look
beyond the area of the village itself to the network of social
and economic relationships which the people 1living there
maintain; these are not confined only to the local area but run
beyond 1its boundaries. During the last half century the action
' épace of people has increased in pgoportion to the improved
system of communication and as Gans (1968) remarks, ways of life
do not necessarily coincide with settlément patterns.

¢
It is clear that, over time, social relations in an area change,

and are changed, by pressures from without.
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The implementation of the Group Areas Act in Greyton.

Press reports of the proposed removal recount the events which
accompanied the meeting of the Group Areas Board, early in 1965,
with representatives of the people classified coloured in

Greyton.

Considerable opposition to the plan was expressed by these rate-
payers and a report published in the Cape Argus concludes with a
statement by Dr Uscar Wwollheim, the Coloured Persons'
Representative on the Provincial Council, on their behalf.

"I1f any group had the right to remain in the

town, history showed that this was the

coloured group."”

(Cape Argus, 26 Jan.1961)

Howevet, some three years later on 10th August, 1968, a
brief newspaper report states:
"The main part of Greyton in the western . Cape -
has been declared a white group area in terms
of a notice 1in yesterday's Government
Gazette......alternative accommodation will be
provided for people who become disqualified to

live in certain areas. "

(Cape Argus, 26 Jan. 1968)

This "disgualification" has now been in force for fifteen years
and I shall endeavour to indicate some of the effects to date. It
is pérhaps not coincidental that the implementation of the Group
| Areas Act in Greyton was initiated at the same time that a new
parliamentary constituency, into which the Greytonzarea fell, was
demarcated at Caledon and an active electoral campaign was‘being
conducted in the area by the National Party. Mr Frank Waring was
refurned as the successful Nationalist Party candidate in August,

1966 and the constituency has remained a Nationalist one.:
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Nel, a sociologist broadly in support of Group Areas, commented
that " the Group Areas Act was adopted rather to consolidate the
existing traditional pattern of rural separation and to ‘ensure
that it can be maintained in the future, than to enforce
something new" (1962: 207). While this was supportive of
Government -policy, the significance of the second part of this
statement 1lies in the tacit acknowledgenent of a possible change
in the "traditional pattern." The policy is designed to prevent

this change or to halt its progress.

In Chapter é, I indicated that settlement patterns in Greyton
were established without regard for racial barriers and that over
time some degree of intimacy had deVeloped between neighbours,
particularly at the level of mutual interests. The separation of
people from one another by the implementation of Group Areas was
intended to remove this intimacy and the enforced segregation
reduced, and 1in most cases, destroyed the interaction between
people. Reports of reaction to this separation which I have
received, show considerable resistance by residenﬁs to this

restrictive measure.

In the first instance in 1964/65 when a conmittee of the Group
Areas board sa£ in the district to examine the situation and
receive representations, those classified coloured made vehement
 protests to the Board and indicated that they wished to remain on
fheir lands. (See Appendix B for copy of the petition which was
organised and signed by local rate-pa&ers.)

They made it clear that for many of them the loss of their 1land
would result in the lo;s of their means of subsistence and that

few of them were skilled in any labour other than agriculture and

allied trades.
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At that time there was no overt support for them from the
"white" residents of Greyton but nor did there appear to be any
direct opposition to them remaining on their lands. However the
Municipal Council, who presumably acted on behalf of their rate-
payers, co-operated with the removal scheme to the extent that
they provided alternative accommodation for those <classified

coloured on the outskirts of the village.

~

There were no further public developments until 1967 when an
advertisement was placed in the Caledon "venster" on 17 March, to
the effect ‘that land was being allocated by the Greyton
Municipality for the purpose of relocation. The only official
protest against the proclamation of Group Areas seems to have
come from Dr Oscar wollheim, who responded to it. He asked for
an explanation from the Director of Local Government and stated
in his letter :

"I can assure you that all my constituents in

the area are agog with this advert, because

none of them feels he has any cause at all to

trust the Greyton Municipality as far as race

relations are concerned and they all suspect

(probably with good cause), that something is

in the wind."

(vollheim, 1967. See Appendix B)

The response from the Director made it clear that :

"The application stems from the local
municipality and provides for sub-economic and
economic erven as well as a number of erven of
larger size for sale to persons who wish to
erect their own homes." ’

(wollhein.,1967. See Appendix B)

: (. ' . X
Diagram 3 shows a detailed representation of the proposed
"township" for persons classified coloured. The provisions of

this plan have not yet been realised.
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The letter from the Director of Local Government also makes
reference to the fact that representations were placed before the
Board before the closing date by the Coloured Rate-payers
Association. One of my informants told me that they Qere
monitoring the position carefully and that the appropriate action
had been instituted by a local school teacher who handled the

correspondence for the Association.

After a meeting with the members of the Association, Dr wollheim
replied to the Director anu stated that the area allocated to the
coloured people was not suitable either for residential or small
tarming pufposes. He also pointed out that, at the same time,
homes were standing emnpty in Greyton; that there was no demand
for property at that timé is confirmed by Deeds Office records

and interviews with local residents of long standing.

The létter sent by Dr wollheim to the appropriate officials was
écknowledged and put forward for "consideration" together with
that of the rate-payers themselves. No further action appears to
have been taken until 1969 when an official announcement was.
gazetted confirming the decision to make Greyton village into a

Wwhite Group area.

Shortly after this government and municipal officials began to
serve notice to leave on those residents classified coloured. The
first to be removed were those who rented property, though it
took sone time before the township pﬁovided for them was ready
for occupation. It was over this period - 1969 to 1971 -~ that
the separation process took place. It was accompanied by
considerable distress aéd both emotional and financial insecurity
as people were removed from, or pressured to leéve the wvillage

"of their own accord". Those who owned their 1land or who
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inherited land from their family members during this period, were
able to negotiate a sale before leaving and it was at this time
that property speculators appeared in Greyton, acting either

directly or through agents.

Pressure to leave their properties was applied to those
classified coloured in various ways. One of my informants told me
that her widowed si%ﬁer-in—law, who had four school-going
children at that time,; was approached by a "government person"”
and told that she mﬁsf leave her late husband's property in the
Bo-dorp and ‘move to Heuwelkroon. "why don't you gd to the house
you can get there 2" shé»was asked. She did not move immediately
because she was negotiating the sale of the house and she also
wanted to dispose of her husband's farm equipment. Before the
estate' could be finalisec and the deed of sale signed, the man
came back. This time he said : "It's time for you to move. Take
your key to the police station." She was intimidated by this
den.and and moved to the small house in Heuwelkfoon which she had
been allocated. She :Qas fortunate to have found co-operative
purchasers for her property, which was in good condition in a
prime position in the village, and the sale went through without

any problems. She received R1250 for the house and allotment.

Newspaber reports of vthe day give the impression that a
cémparativély snall \number of people actually owned the lénd
which they farmed. Presumably these{journalists had relied on
official sources for this information but it would appear from
examination of Deeds Office records that the number of people who
were "disqualified" ‘from residence in the ' village was

considerably larger than the number publicised at the time.
,

This misconception may have occurred because only 22 residents
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signed the petition organised by the Coloured - Rate-payers
Association and that these people were regarded as thev total
number of property owners in Greyton who were affected by the
implementation of Group Areas. However it is obvious from the
records of ownership that many of those classified coloured, who
owned property in Greyton, did not sign the petition. The reasons
why they were not represented may be relevant to the situation. 1
have already noted that not all property owners lived and worked
in 'Greyton continuously and a number of the heads of households
may have been away fron the village when the petition was

presented; others nay have been too confused or too disturbed and
nervdus tovassoéiate themselves with the petition. There were
certainly more property owners than these 22 rate-payers who
signed the petition in Greyton in 1969 and the figure of 30 ciﬁed
by the papers, and which is noted in Dr Wwollheim's documents
before ' the Commission, falls short of those registered as
property owners. 1 have aocumentation for some 55 families
classified <coloured who owned property in Greytonfin 1969/70 ana
their land-holding comprises more than 80 erven. (See Appendix B
for 1list of nanes and erf numbers.) This represents almost = half
the total number of property owners in Greyton at that time.
During the years 1969 to 1974, at least 50 sales of property took
place under the provisions of the Act and are so designated on
the» deeds of sale which were passed (See Appendix B). I have
. traced 66 properties which were transferred to white ownership
under the provisions of the Group Ageas Act during the period,
1969 to 1986. Sone 6f these were re-sold, unimproved, almost
imrediately, others atfa later date. I have traced the course of
several of these speculative purchases which, coupled with the
eftects of inflation, indicate the dramatic increase in property

values in Greyton since 1970.
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These figurés do not allow, of course, for people classified
coloured who 1leased or hired land who were, thefefore,
residents of the village. There were at least fifteen of these
families and it has been possible to trace some of those members
who were among the first to be given notice to leave. Mr J°
described the experience in this way :

My parents had a home on some land on the end
of the wvillage. It was very wet land but my
father grew lots of things there. There was
enough for us to send to the market sometimes.
The house was not very strong and my father did
not want to put money into it as it was not his
own place. The people from the government
(municipality?) came to tell us that we must
move and the man we had the house from, told us
we - would get another house - perhaps a better
house in the "uitbreiding". This was in 1970
and we did move. We got the same house we are
living in now but there was no land and it was
no use to grow things. For two years my father
and my brother used to go down to the land we
had in the village and plant it. Then it was
sold and the new people did not want us to go
there. They have built a big house there now
and they do not grow anything like we did.

This 1is a reasonable account of what happened in a number of
cases of dispossession andg resaie in the village. In some cases
the new owners did continue to work the land and either - engaged
the former tenants or owhers on a share-cropping bésis, or
employed someone else to farm. Bowever, 1in many cases, when

coloured people were removed from the land, it lay fallow until

such time as resale or development took place.

. "There were so many empty plots and houses at that time", I was
toid by one of the local shop-keeperé that "it was like a ghost-
town." A young constable stationed in Greyton from 1971 to 1974
described the village then as "a corpse of a town." A former
resident who moved awayfand now lives in Cape Town also described

the change in Greyton in terms of the death of a community.
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"The place was quiet like a graveyard.

People did not come out in the streets

and walk about like we used to. When we

did, 1little groups would form and we

would talk about what we should do in

gquiet voices as if we were at a funeral.

1971 and 1972 was a terrible tine - when

they were building the houses on the

hill."”
One of the half-dozen elderly widows who now live in Heuwelkroon
recalled the time of "waiting and uncertainty after my husband
died." She knew that she would be told to leave their former home
and "when they came it was almost a relief." She was offered a
small house ' in Heuwelkroon where she still 1lives with her
disabled daughter. She received R1000 for their property which
she has put in a savings account: "It is for my daughter when I

die."

Repopuiation : how the residential gaps were filled.

When Group Areas was implemented in Greyton in 1969/70, property
values were not high. Records of local property sales show that
land belonging to both white and coloured property owners changed

hands at prices which were not inflated by local standards.

Re;atively»few property transactions took place in one year. Most
of theée changed ownership in deceased estates and only a few
were the result of local people extending or giving up 1land. A
gtudy of properﬁy records for the ten yeérs preceding the
implementation of Group Areas suggestéthat there were only a few
newconers to Greyton and that some of these already had family

connections with Greyton residents or the area in general.
t
The following table shows that after 1969 the volume of sales

over the number of properties inherited, increased substantially.
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Diagram 4.

Histogram showing property transfers in Greyton from 1960 = 1985
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Deeds Office kecords show that properties in Greyton were
purchased by many rpeople fror outside the village and
particularly those properties which came on the market as the

result of the proclamation of the village as a white group area.

Speculators, bLoth 1large and small investors, nmnoved into the
market during this period. Some coloured property owners were

persuaced to sell their properties for " a good price ".
¢

~ When the provisions of the Group Areas Act (See Chapter 1) became
known to the local people, the temptation to sell in response to

what appeared to them to be reasonable offers at that time, must
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have been considerable. The 1insecurity which many people
experienced when they realised that their property might be
expropriated and that, in any case, it could not be occupied by

their heirs, contributed to the destabilisation process.

A’ few people who had the most to lose in tefms of the extent of
their property ownership, hung onto their lands, but many reacted
to the suggestions of property brokers and speculators. The
coercive factor of taking what money they could get when it was

offered, was powerful and it was pointed out to them that the

prices offered might drop as more property came on the market.

Cffers weré made by investors-and agents as soon as land came on
the market 1in deceased estates and heirs often had to be
satisfied with meagre amounts, depending on the condition of the
property and their bargaining ability. 1In some cases the heirs
were widows who needed support or younger people who had already
left Greyton in response to outside influences and were .working
elsewhere. Many of them were not well-informed about what was
'héppeninga in the village and few of them had the inclination or
the experience to get the best they could for themselves.
Transfers took place from heirs to white purchasers, often at

prices which were low even for Greyton at that time.

The process of appropriation of property by whites took place
- from 1970 to 1975, by which time the 100 houses provided in
Héuwelkroon, were all occupied. Only?eight families which were
classified coloured remained on their properties in the village.
All were respected loc%l residents who participated actively in
the social, economic and religious life of the community and who

had ignored the earlier attempts to enforce Group Areas.
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However their resistence to removal was to be tested once more
and in 1977 there was one further attempt to remove these
remaining families. They were notified by letter from the Town
Clerk of Greyton that "it had come to the notice of the Group
Areas Board that coloured people were still living in Greyton in
an area which had been proclaimed for whites only". The letter
included a questionaire relating to whether they would be
prepared to leave their present accommodation and move to the
houses provided in Heuwelkroon. Several of the people involved
had signed the original petition against the implementation of
Group Areaé ten years previously and three of them were
were substantial property ‘owners. In spite of the fact that
property values had now risen considerably, they were not
prepared to be ousted from the land which they and their families

had worked for several generations.

On this occasion there was also support for them from some white
residents, who agreed that those classified colered should not
be forced to leave their homes. The matter was brought to the
notice of the press and widespread publicity followed as
reporters interviewed residents and local officials and presented
their views. Mr J (96 years of age at that time), said :
"How can they come and tell us that we
cannot live here ?2"
when asked about how he and his son felt about moving, he
replied:
"Move ? This is my son and I am his father.
Here we were born and here we will die. Who is .
going to makefus move ? Only God can make us
move from here. He gave us this land and He
will take it away. No man will do it, not so

long as I live, or as long as my son 1lives."

(Sunday_Times, 14/8/77)
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Mrs S . inherited her property from her late father, a highly
regarded member of the community. She said:

"This is my home. I was born here and here I

will die. If they come to move me, they will

have to kill me."

(Sunday Times, 14/8/77.)

Mr R. is a farmer who has no income without his small-holding. he
is quoted in the newspaper reports as saying :

"I don't want to leave here - this is where I

was born. I would not want to farm any more if

I had to leave. And things are so expensive,

one , could not build up another place 1like

this."
On a more emotional level he added:

I have worked this land since childhood. I

have kept the soil alive with sweat and tears

and even blood. How can they expect me to give

it up ? Wwhy should they want to take it away

from me ? '

We have lived here with white people for more

than 100 years and we have never had any race

problems. Why do they want to break up this

community instead of learning from us how we

can live together in peace and harmony? ‘
His cousin, Mr Y., bought his potato and onion farm from his
father, before the Group Areas Act was implemented. His father
had - farmed the 1land since 1919 when he returned from the
1914/1918 Wwar where he had served in the S.A. Regiment and had

spent nine months as a P.O.W. in Germany.

'His grandfather had farmed the land sgnce the 1880's when he came
to Greyton from the Eastern Cape, hié great grandfather having
been one of the 1820 settlers. This faﬁily had one of the largest
land-holding in Greytontfor many years. They are one of the core
families of the village and over the years descendents of Mr Y's

father and his two brothers married into a number of the other
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families in the village, extending and developing their farm

lands and their influence in village life.

By 1977 the people classified coloured had a good idea of what
their 1land was worth. Mr R assessed his land at R50,000 and his
cousin at R70,000 at that time. Today, of course, they would be

worth considerably more than that.

Mr Y is quoted as saying:
But even if they pay us this to move, moving
would be like a death in the family because
as every Afrikaner in South Africa must know
to lose a farm which you have built up with
sweat and tears and blood and hardship from
morning till night over many years- is like
death. ' (
(Sunday Times:14/8/77)
From the official point of view, the Greyton Town Clerk was
quoted as saying that, following the representations which were
made By various white residents and himself to the Department of
Community Development, he had been notified by the Department
that application forms for permits to remain in“theif the houses

had been sent to each of the families.

"The matter is no longer in my hands," he said.
"The Department must now decide what to do."

(Cape Argus, 25/9/77)

However, these landowners were not prepared to "beg" for permits
to remain on land which they believed to be rightfully theirs and
gffer six months when there had been no decision from the
Department of Community DevelOpmenﬁ, there was a further
announcement in the press. The Town Clerk of Greyton was quoted
as saying :

"At the time ' we sent out letters to the

families pleading with them 1in their own

interests to apply for permits. The date on

which the application had to be in was Nov.
14th, 1977."
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Because he had not heard anything, he had
assumed that the families had applied. The
Department had the final say in the matter and
the families' case would probably be
considered by the Minister concerned, he said.
The regional representative of the Department
was not prepared to comment today.

(Cape Times:20/1/78)

It was now more than ten years since the first visit of the Group
Areas Commission to the village and the eight families, numbering
perhaps 30 people, constituted a minority group among the slowly
growing population of "white" newcomers to the wvillage. During
the period.offuncertainty which followed certain of the newcomers
became uneaéy about the possible expulsion of the people, whom
they regarded as "neighbours and friends", from their properties.
From the follow-up interviews I have conducted with various
property-owners I have ascertained that representations were made
by several "“concerned white residents". Not long after that,
officials from the Group Areas Board and the Department of
Community Development arrived in Greyton to assess the situation.
Cne of the white residents involved at that time described the
visit in this way.
"They stood in the road and looked at the property. My
neighbour was ploughing one of his fields and 1
remember there was a good crop of mielies on the 1land
and a fine crop of onions on a field that belonged to
his father. One of the officials said: "Do these people
own all this 1land ?" when I said that they did, he
replied, "But, man, this is a farm, it's not just one

erf." 1 agreed that they were farmers; that was how they
lived. Then Mr R. came out of his house and when he came

up to me I said, "Excuse me!" to him and I took off his
hat. we have both lost qguite '‘a lot of hair and I said to
the man from the Board. “Look at his head and look at

mine. Do you see any different colour of skin ? 1If
anything his bald patch is lighter than my bald patch."
The man shook his head and laughed. Then he said, "Don't
worry, they won't have to move. This is a real farm,
man."
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Shortly after this the families were notified by letter that they

could remain in their homes and farm their lands.

However this is only during the life~time of the property owner
and should that person die, the laws relating to Group Areas will
once again apply. 1In spite of the apparent reprieve, the process
of separation of the people classified coloured from their 1land
continues relentlessly. In 1979/80 three of the property owners
died. The wives and sons of all three were "disqualified" from
inheritance by the Group Areas Act and their properties were sold
to white purghasers. Fortunately at this time they were able to

obtain a better price for their properties.

A son of Mr J. (quoted Sunday Times, 14/8/77) inherited from his
father in 1980 , sold the property and built himself a house in
boschmanskloof where he now cultivates his fields and oversees
those of his former home for the new owner. Two other families
have also sold the properties they inherited ~and their small

cottages have already been "gentrified"” and sold.

Case 1, Mrs S.

Mrs S (quoted in the Sunday Tines, 14/8/77), 1is now 85
years of age and continued to live in her little cottage
for some years. She was, in fact, persuaded to sell the
property in 1984 for R5000 to a local white resident.
(Deed of Transfer No. 42501, 23/8/84). This was on the
understanding that she would have tenure of the
property during her life-time.

Another small house was built on the property where the
local resident, who has Jjust been elected to the
Municipal Council of Greyton, 1lived. Recently the whole
property was put on the market priced at R66,500. 1lhere
was no guarantee that the new owner of the property
"would allow Mrs S to remain in her cottage and, by
arrangement, she was moved to Heuwelkroon to stay with
relatives. f :

Another property owner, also <classified coloured, a school

principal, whose wife was the district nurse and mid-wife for a
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number of years, moved to a Cape Town school but still retains
ownership of his house in Greyton, although he does not live
there. As of 1985, only three of the eight families who refused
to move fron the village, continue to work as full-time farmers
on their lands in the village and they are all uncertain what to

do for the best.

Case 2. Mr R.

Mr R. has sold several of his plots, including one which
he intended as a wedding present for his only child when
she narried. She is a school teacher who lives with her
husband in their own home which they have built on two
of the residential erven in Heuwelkroon, near the Main
Road and adjacent to the Primary School where she works.
Her husband 1is employed in Caledon but also runs a
brick-making business in Greyton and employs a staff of
"local men. They are one of the few families, classified
coloured , who have a sufficiently secure financial base
to re-deploy their resources in the area. However, Mr
kK, now 60 vyears of age, 1is worried about what will
happen to his wife should he die before her. Will she be
allowed to stay on in her home ?

Mr K can look with satisfaction on his life's work 1in
building up his small farm into a productive unit, but
he has, as he says, "lost his peace of mind."

Mr K. and his wife do not régret their decision to
remain in their home but they grieve for relations and
friends for whom the permission to remain came too late.
They realise that they are, nevertheless on the losing
end of the arrangement and they acknowledge the
vulnerability of their situation.
A simnilar sense of insecurity is troubling the other two coloured
property owners who farm their lands "on borrowed time". As
property values escalate around them, the temptation to sell out
is considerable. The hard-won permission to remain on their lands
as working farmers 1is being de-valued in proportion to the
inflated prices now being paid for land which 1is no 1longer
productive. As one of %he property owners remarked bitterlys

"We all have to die some day - and on that day Group
Areas has the last laugh ! "
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The residents of long-standing in the village, who have been
classified coloured, have owned 1land 1in Greyton since its
iﬁception and the adescendents of these early settlers regérd the
possession of this land as their birth-right. They perceive the

loss of this land as an infringement of their historic rights
over land usage 1in the area. I guote an verbatim from an
interview recorded in 1978 with one of the oldest inhabitants of
the wvillage in which he expresses very clearly the sense of loss
experienced by those who had been "disqualified" from living 1in

the nery proclaimed white group area.

"In the beginning coloured and white lived all mixed up.
Ja, ons het lekker gelewe, we helped one another. There
~was no difference in those days. There was a man, ou van
Wwyk, he lived opposite me, and we were fast friends. If
the ou had mosbolletjies baked on the other side then
she came over with with the apron full of mosbolletjies
and we sat there, 1lekker gesels en koffee drink.

It was around the war that you could see the white
people took no notice of you. Before everyone was
friendly, but later on they did not recognise a
Coloured. I don't know what we did to them that we must
be treated so. There must be love amongst the people. It
cannot be like this. : '

Man, hierdie buiteklas blanke mense, ' hulle is te erg.
These plattelandse whites are much more severe than the
city whites. It will be uphill to make them come right.
Because they are used to making slaves of the......The
coloured people are bitter.

The coloured people who lived here before, the most of
then, are dead, or trekked into the cities looking for
work. They are better off there than here. Because nmy
children will not remain here. Op die ou end, when I am
dead it will be finished, here in Greyton. They are all
gone. Ja, the one son is farming here. I don't know what
is to become of him, whether he will live here - if he
is allowed to, we don't know iourselves, :

Ja, when I die then all is finished, alles kaput. Wwant
hoe £¢ hulle.....'Die erwe van die vader bly vir die
kinders.'.....Maar wat nou van ons ? Onse erwe ? Dink
hulle nou dis neg ? Daar is veel bitterheid daaroor.....

(von Holdt,1978:6/7)
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This man died in his own home like his father and his grandfather
before him, but for others death did not come in familiar

surroundings.

Case 3. Mrs A.

Mrs A, a woman of 78, could trace six generations of the
Delport and Buys families who lived in their cottages in
Greyton for more than a hundred years. They were, 1in
fact among the first purchasers; Conrad Buys having come
to purchase land in Greyton in 1862. He narried a local
woman from Boschmanskloof in 1868, the grandmother of
Mrs A, who died aged 84 in 1935, a few years after her
grand-daughter's marriage. The family lived in their
home until the death in 1973 of Mrs A's uncle, in whose
name the property was registered. In accordance with the
Group Areas Act their house and two plots were sold by
an order of court for R2750 to a white purchaser. Wwhen
~the time came for Mrs A's aged and widowed aunt to move
from her home, she refused to go and retired to her bed,
saying, "I was born here and I will die here." She was
moved 1in her bed to Heuwelkroon where she died a few
weeks later.

Many of the old people who were moved from their homes in the
village did not survive long in their new environment. They

responded like plants which have been uprooted too roughly from

their native soil.

In examining at a personal level, the raw and often emotiye
experiences of removal and relocation, the need for somne
consideration of the broader issues surrounding the events in the
village, 1is apparent. It is likely that there were factors which
~made some of the people who lived in the wvillage particularly

vulnerable to this kind of interventién.

. The case study which follows may throw some light on the
circumstances which pregvailed in Greyton, as interpreted by one
of the people, classified coloured, who still retains control of

his property in the village.

92



Case 4,

Mr Y was born in Greyton, grew up and was educated there
during the years 1930-1948. He married a woman from the
Caledon district and they have seven children, some of
whom have 1left Greyton and are 1living and working
elsewhere. He has a substantial property which is well-
developed and he is a capable and knowledgeable farmer.
He emphasised certain significant stages in the growth
of the wvillage which he had observed or heard about
while he worked the family farm.

"First there were the great-grand-fathers and the grand-
fathers who came to Greyton. They owned or rented erven
here and they worked for the local farmers. There were
close 1links between them and the district. Their sons
were their own masters and farmed successfully
themselves. They developed positive farming techniques -
there were some who did not do so well but there was co-
operation between them and they survived.

Problems arose when a number of by-woners 1left the
larger farms and came to the village in the 1920's and
1930's -~ they got onto the Municipality. At the samne
time there was growing competition between the smaller
local farmers, who were doing well, and the big farmers
in the district who had mechanised their operations.

"There was a feeling of jealousy - you could see it by
the way they looked at you - the big operatives resented
the 1loss of a section of their market to the small

farmers."

"In 1948 - after the war - things changed. My father
warned me to buy land for myself and be incependent. He
said, "If you are your own man, you have something. If

~you have nothing, you don't care." He was right. When a
man has something, he has confidence- pride in it. ke
has something to work for - to pass on." '

This provides a perépective which takes account of land value in
terns of human resources rather tha; in financial terms. The
implementation of group areas pulled the land out from under
those who did not own it.or were dependent on inhefitance  from
élderly parents. It destabilised some and coerced others. into
giving up their independence.

Wwhat 1is the present paftern of social and economic organisation
among the people <classified coldured in Greyton and to what

extent «can this be seen as a response to the implementation of

Group Areas in Greyton ?
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It 1is relevant at this point to summarise some of the data
collected during interviews with residents who are «classified
coloured; all but three of these households live in the coloured

group area. The following table serves fo quantify the data and

provides some specific information about these residents.

Table 4.

Distribution and occupation of household heads
classified coloured, in the sample.

Female household heads Male household heads Total
working Retired Working Retired Unemployed

4 ‘4 31 6 5 50
Occupation Work in Greyton Work outside Greyton
of head of
household
Farmers 4 - 4
Farm labourers - 4 4
Public service 3 5 ' 8
Building tréde' 3 1 4
Factory workers - 7 7
Clerks - 3 3
Domestic service 3 - . 3
Dental mechanic - 1 1
Boiler-maker - 1 1l

| Total 13 22

Unemployed 5 - 5
Retired 10 - 10
Total 28 22 _ 5¢
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From the table one can conclude that 26% of these household heads
are employed in Greyton, 44% outside Greyton, 10% are unemployed
and 20% are retired people. 1In the absence of comparative data,
it 1is impossible to make any general statements about change in
occupation but it is possible to make some observations about the
present situation in order to identify some social and economic

trends.

These 50 - sample households comprise some 211 people of whom 68
were children who attended the local primary school and 6 were
high school,{pupils at Cenadendal. There were only 14 retired
people 1living 1in the 10 households headed by retired men and
women but there were usually other family members co-resident
with them in these households. There did not appear to be gross
over-crowding in any of the homes I. visited although all but
three 'houses were fully occupied. 1In several homes the co-
residents were children from other households where there would
have been difficulty in accommodating them, and they had been
given the space available in the homes of grand-parents or other

relatives.

It 1is evident.that family ties are used to ease accommodation
problens in the small rented houses and, at the same time, to
provide assistance and support for elderly people. kany of the
aged have needed help in.carrying water from the taps 1in the
‘sfreet to their homes and young chiydrén often run errands for
them when items are needed from shops in the village. The gravel
track down to the main road is difficult for elderly people to
negotiate. Two womnen arid one man in the sample, who were alone,
had younger sisters living with them who had come back to Greyton

from places where they had been working previously. Most of these
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people are subsisting on their small pensions and provide mutual

support.

In five of the households where the héads were not employéd when
I visited them, three had other family members who were wo:king'
and the other two were living from hand to mouth on odd jobs
which they found from time to time in the wvillage. There are
several households where family members also do part-time jobs,
for example at the hotels at week-ends when extra staff are
needed; but relatively few are involved in part-time agricultural
or gardening.work, except as seasonal labourers on surrounding
farms when tﬁe opportunity offers. A few are engaged in informal
sector activities and one enterprisingvemployed man has a number
of side;lines such as running a battery-charging service for
people who use batteries to power their television sets because
the electricity supply is available only to the few home~owners
in thev coloured group area. He also makes bricks and employs a

few local people to assist him in this.

This man was prepared to articulate the economic problems
experienced by Heuwelkroon residents and the urgent need for more
local employment in order to keep families together. He stressed
the need for more constructive activity for scholars in order to
keep them occupied and out of trouble and he said that he would
be prepared to orgénise the building of a community centre, on
the site provided for it in Heuwelkroon, if money could be found
for it. Unfortunately no one in theivillage or the municipality

seens to view this as a priority.’

This samne informant, arid others, commented on the petty thefts
which have taken place on a fairly regular basis during the past

couple of years, particularly from week-enders' homes, and the
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danger of gangs forming among young people. There is -little
regular entertainment provided for the young people who form a
high proportion of the resident population of the coloured group
area. They roam the streets of Heuwelkroon and the village,

unnoticed by the white residents, except as a hazard for traffic.

The open mountain-side, too, is now a conservation area and the
young people tend to avoid it and seek other amusement. An
elderly man who is well-known to those who walk the mountain
paths, but who does not live in Heuwelkroon, described his life
in Greyton ag a child. in the 1920's as we scrambled up a 1little

known route to a mountain spring.

"we ran all over these mountains as children. We knew
all the paths. Wwe picked fruits and we caught hares -

sometimes small buck - for the pot. And there were good
fish in the river, 1if you knew where to look - " he
winked as he spoke - "they still ask me when they want
to know where the places are. I know them - this is my

home. See here!"

we had arrived at a ledge, high od the hillside above the village
and he pulled aside a large stone cover to show the water gushing

out between two rocks.

"That's where the Greyton water comes from - out of the
earth - not from those pipes. Those are very old trees
above us. They've been here a 1long time, 1like the
coloured people of this place.

I can't live in that place over there. 1It's not a real
place."

As he spoke, he pointed towards Heuwelkroon, which appeared like

a mirage beyond the village below us.

"The one is just a reflection of the other," he said.
"Not clear, not good, but like when the wind blows on

the water."
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It did appear distanced and out of focus in comparison with the
scene immediately below us. As we climbed down again to the
village, Heuwelkroon disappeared from view altogether behind the

trees.

For some of those who are now out of sight in Heuwelkroon, the
houses and property in Greyton have become symbols of change,
while for others they continue té represent stability and
security. Wwith increased urbanisatioh and industrialisation and
their attendant pressures, many societies have experienced a
marked resurgence of interest in rural values and the benefits to
be dérived from being part of a "small society". The outcry has
been increasing égainst environnental pollution, there has been a
growth in ecology movenents and an awareness of the 1limitations

of growth: "Small is beautiful”.

One of those people who purchased in 1974/75 put it in this

way "I thought we were on to something good here."

This view is shared by many who have chosen to retire to Greyton
és he has done. As the wvillage 1increases 1in size and
sophistication, however, some of these earlier ideal values are
being revised and in many of the new-comers who purchased
properties in Greyton there is a growing sense of
disillusionment. The village still fulfills many of the
requirements of‘those who experienced a disenchantment with the
cbngestion and pollﬁtion of cities and who desire a return to

nature, but many changes have taken blace in the village in the

past fifteen years.

Land as capital.
Land has assumed a capital value which is not associated with its

cultivation use so much as its potential for investment as
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residential property. There has been a sharp rise in property
values. 1In 1970 there were many homes standing empty in Greyton,
including those which had been vacant prior to the implementation’
of the Group Areas Act. However, from about 1972 there was a
steady upward movement in the marketing of property which peaked

in 1975. (See Diagram 4)

During the early 1970's investors who had acquired property in
Gréyton, sone of them on quite a large scale, were oécupied in
developing their land and marketing it. Some investors renovated
old properties and re-sold them at a profit; others built new
homes on open fields and marketed them; while some did not
develop the land at all but merely retained ownership until such
time as land was in demand and then sold at a profit on their
origiﬁal purchase price. This proceés did not occur by chance but
corresbonded with a well—planned campaign conducted by property
brokers and estate agents. These themes of property speculation
and 1investment are developed in-succeeding chapters in relation

to the socio-economic growth of the village.

An examination of commercial advertising and general media
coverage over the past fifteen years reveals the way in which a
determined effort to market the area was made by interested
parties. The response by numerous purchasers indicates that this
has met the needs of some who want to "get away from it all", but
not too far away, for at least part of their lives. Clearly this
is an over-simplification of the sometimes complex social and
economic reasons why so many people should decide to invest in

rural property. f

I have conducted interviews with a wide range of people who have

purchased property in Greyton during the past ten years and this
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data is explored in suceeding chapters. While many purchasers
have responded to advertising and promotion in the media and by
word of mouth, others have "found" Greyton in the course of a
deliberate search for this kind of rural retreat. They are now
filling the gaps left by the rural exodus and the removal of
people classified coloured from Greyton, although for many it is

only on a semi-permanent or even less regular basis.

Outwardly the village has retained all its rural peace and its
old world charm. The magnificent setting provides an ideal area
for speculation and repopulation. The process which began when
Herbert vigne sold the first plots in Greyton is continuing today
but the context in which it is occurring has changed and the
lives of the people who reside in the area are changing 1in

response to events and needs within Greyton and outside it.
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Chapter 4.

The White Group Area.

. "Every day feels like Sunday."

Up to now the emphasis in this study has been upon the effects of
change on the people classified coloured and their

"disappearance” from the village.

Since 1854 there has been a continual movement of people in and
out of Greyton in response.to various pressures, but in the past
15 years the number of newcomers who have purchased property 1in
the wvillage has increased substantially. Yet, as noted in
Chaptef 2, population figures for Greyton, enumerated 1in the
censusl returns since the beginning of the century, have shown a

steady decline in numbers, particularly during the past 30 years.

I have calculated that, at present, there are not more than 120
households pemnanently domiciled 1in the whité group area of
Greyton but in June, 1986 there were 238 houses owned byAwhites
in that area. It would appear that 118 of these houses are
occupled only at week-ends or irregularly during the year by the.
owners or temporary visitors. This suggests that only 50% of the

houses in the village are occupied by permanent residents.-

Visible villagers.

It 1is relevant at this point to examine some of the data
t
collected during 1interviews with 56 households who regard

themselves as permanently domiciled in Greyton.
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Table 5

Period of residence of sample households in the white group area.

More than | More than| Less than| Total.
20 years., | 10 years.| 10 years.
Permanent households. 13 10 33 56
Length of ownership
ot part-tirme households,| - 13 31 44

The 56

households included in the first category of the

sanmple

make up a substantial part of the total number of 120 households

who are permanently domiciled in the white group area of Greyton.

Thirteen of these households are headed by people who regard

themselves as "old residents" of the village. They were born in

Greyton or the district and have lived in Greyton for at least 20

years.' An Afrikaans-speaking social scientist who has family

connections in the district and who owns property in Greyton,

although he does not live thére, remarked: "To belong to Greyton,
you must have been born there. You can be born in a ditch, but it
must be one of their ditches." This comment suggests a belief in
a closed or bounded social system which may have been true of the
village 1in its early days before its boundaries weré blurred by
continuous movement in and out of the village. Today the concept

of "belonging to Greyton" may be seen as an ideal rather than a

reality.
Ten of the households in the sample have lived in Greyton ' for
more than 10 years but did not arrive before the implementation

of the Group Areas Act fn Greyton in 1969. This category is the

includes the sample purchased

smallest and households . who

properties between 1970 and 1976 and who have remained in the
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village. It does not reflect all the speculators who bought in
the early 1970's and then re-sold at a profit in the pfoperty
boom of 1975/7¢. 1In fact only a small proportion of - those who.
speculated in property on a large scale actually lived 1in the
village on a permanent basis, with the exception of one person
included in this category who has renovated or built more than 30

houses in Greyton.

Cf the remaining 33 households in the category of comparative
newcorers to Greyton, 17 have only become pernanently resident
within the past three years, although sone of then: had been week-
encers priof to settling in Greyton. The more recent arrivals
precdominate and give some indication of the increasing turn-over
of properties since 1982. The sanie escalation in property sales
to households who only visit Greyton on a part-time basis |is
apparept in the figures given in Table 5. The peak of sales 1in
1983/84 was illustrated in Chapter 3 and sales figures

substantiate this influx,

About 50% of these samnple households _who are doniiciled
perranently in‘ the white group area of Greyton are made up of
retired people while the remainder conprise working people who
are enployed in the village and the district. It would seem then
that the ratio of productive people to those who are not employed
in some way 1is about equal and this will be examined in more-

detail later in this chapter.

{
On the other hanad a nunber of the retired people do contribute
to the social organisation of the village in a constructive way
because many of ther ate involved in charitable services of one

kind or another, e.g. the local branch of-the ked Cross, the

S.P.C.A., church social services and the Conservation Society.
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The following case material puts into perspective the attitudes

of three of the retired permanent residents to "their village".

Case l;

Case g;

Case g;

Miss P. 1is a retired business woman of British origin,
one of several in the village. In 1974 she purchased and
improved her property which had been rebuilt by the
former owner.

She "discovered" Greyton through friends and the village
atmosphere appealed to her. Her cottage might be
situated 1in an English country lane. She walks her dog
vigorously and deplores the increasing intrusion of
noise and the over-crowding of the foot-paths at week-
ends.

She ' bought before the property boom and is well-
satistfied with her investment. It suits her life style
and her pocket to live in Greyton. She takes a 1lively
and practical interest in village activities. She |is
involved 1in church work, visits Heuwelkroon regularly,
and has become a useful member of village society,

Mr and Mrs G are a lively couple who have renovated
their charming cottage tastefully. They have laid out a
promising vegetable garden and keep geese.

They are in search of the simple life and they "found"
Greyton through media advertising. When they visited it,
they were captivated by its scenic beauty anad reace.
Although they, too, would not wish to see it over-
developed, they are cautious about becoming involved in
preservation issues.

Like a number of other property-owners, they are
conscious of the trend to popularise Greyton and hope
this will not "get out of hand". They travel abroad but
regard their Greyton cottage as "home".

Mr and Mrs H gought their cottage in 1974 and renovatead
it thenselves. They, too, have anglicized it to a
marked extent which is not surprising as both are of
British origin and came to Cape Town 1in the early
1950's. They put down roots and their married children
also live in South Africa.

105



Both were successful professional people and when they
retired they decided to settle in a country town. They,
too, heard about the village through the media, explored
it and were charmed by its tranquillity and clean air,
They grow their own vegetables in their beautiful garden
and take an active part in local welfare projects and
church affairs. Both affirm they are "delighted to be
away from the noise and air pollution of the city". They
are deeply disturbed by the intrusion of people who do
not "belong" in the countryside. They feel that they
have been in Greyton long enough to make decisions about
matters which concern the village.

All three cottages which these people occupy formerly belonged to

people who were classified coloured. who were removed from their

properties, but none of the present owners were " aware " of this

because all of them purchased from "white" owners.

For all these disparate newcomers, Greyton fulfilled their
requirements for a retirement home. They have joined the 1local
scene to a lesser or greater extent and they now regard

themselves as "belonging to Greyton".

Although more than half of the recent newcomers interviewed
participate actively in business and social life , not all are
accepted by residents of longer standing some of whom are
critical of the changes which are being brought about in the
village by the newcomers and the pace of these changes. Most of
these criticisms were voiced by people who had bought before the
property boom of 1983/84. Older inhabitants view the changes more
philosphically, perhaps 'because they and the village have
weathered other changes, but the geneﬁal opinion of many of those
who have been in the village for somé time, 1s that there is a
very real threat to the quality of life which they value. Most of
the criticism |is lev%lled at the escalation of noise and the
intrusion into their privacy, but not all the residents are as

concerned about the ecological implications as the following

sample member.
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Case ﬁ;

Mr Z. 1is a single man who lives with his mother in an
old house which was renovated by the previous owner. He
is from a country district in Natal and he said that he
had spent years looking for a place like Greyton.

As a sales representative he had travelled widely in
South Africa and he “"knew this was it" when he drove
into Greyton., "It was like going back in time to a place
where time had stood still." He does not want to see the
place over-developed and he ‘has taken an active stand
against this by participating actively ' in the
Conservation Society and village affairs. He says he is
a "stirrer" and he has made a conscious decision to
protest against certain issues like the sub~division of
the comnonage for new plots and the many prominent
street-lighting standards.

Be ‘expressed the view that "people want to escape from
cities " and he is not against the presence of week-
enders. He feels, however, that they should be made
aware of issues of importance to the village.

he has lived in the village for six years. He began by
growing flowers commercially and then supplemented his
income by "looking after" gardens for absentee owners.
e also does odd jobs and he employs local 1labour. He
has little competition.

He conmented on the need for a return to subsistence
farming to produce more food and increase ecological
consciousness in the public at large. Recent droughts in
South Africa had shown how necessary it was "to produce
as nuch food as possible”.

Changing relationships between people and their land.

For many of the retired people who have settled in the viilage, a
country home provides the peace and seclusion for which they have
saved and planned. They also have the financial resources and the
time to turn their dream into reality. For a large proportion of
the new residents, however, the rural dream does not include
working the land and the productive Jgardens" of earlier times
are being transformed into decorative but agriculturally
unproductive landscapinq. Only seven of the of the 33 newcomers
grow any kind of crop on their land and none of them market their

produce seriously.
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A few of the permanent residents do work their land, often with
the assistance of those people from Heuwelkroon and
Boschmanskloof who are still involved 1in agriculture on a
seasonal basis. Almost all these property =-owners fall into the
category of "old inhabitants" or have lived in the wvillage for

more than 10 years. One new arrival provides an exception.

Case é;

Mr S 1is a very recent arrival who came to Greyton for
the week-end and decided to stay permanently. He is a
young Cape 1lown man, aged 22, who has had some
agricultural experience and hopes to farm conmercially
in Greyton. He plans to hire more land than his double
plot, if he 1is able to do so, and to employ 1local
labour.

hHe combines an idealistic attitude to his farming and a
belief in "community values" with some practical common
sense, Be 1is seeking information from Heuwelkroon
residents concerning the best way to go about his
project so that "the community" are involved. Like them
he is having some difficulty in finding available arable
land which 1is not already ear-marked for housing
development. :

He is also experiencing some difficulty in contacting people who
are able, and willing, to give him advice on his project. 1In
Chapter 3 the situation of those who had been removed, or were
under threat of removal from their land, was examined. The
following case histories may throw some light on the attitudes of

the few farmers who have not experienced this kind of upheaval.

Case é;

Mr B. 1is classified white and he occupies what was the
largest single property in the village; he has recently
parted with some of his land for development as building
plots and new homes are now going up on land which was
previously under cultivation. -

He was born infthe district and has lived in the village
for more than 50 years. He completed his schooling in
Greyton, has been twice married and has several
children. He has recently retired from the business 1in
Greyton which he started as a young man.
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He spoke of "the special relationship" between a man and
his customers in these circumstances. He has known some
of them for more than 40 years. He has been mayor of the
town on several occasions and for 1long periods of
office. He 1is still on the Council. It is clear from
what he said that , for many years, the village
management has been in the hands of a comparatively
small group of residents. He attends the Dutch Reformed
Church and takes an active part in the affairs of the
village.

He has <close social and economic links with the local
farming community. He also farms the substantial piece
of ground that he owns and keeps a few animals, but he
commented that today he could not make farming pay.

At one time he acted as agent for the 1local Railway
Transport Service and he saw two heavily-loaded waggons
and ;a trailer leave the village per week. This was

"before the coloured people sold their houses and moved
to Heuwelkroon."

He mentioned that "the <c¢oloured people were the
-gardeners and seasonal labourers but that the building
‘and renovation boom in Greyton drew all the able-bodied
men away from farm labour because they could make more
money. Now there are fewer jobs and there is a lot . of
unemployment among them."
He is of the opinion that the village must develop if it
is to survive as a working community, although hitherto
he has not been involved in property speculation.
Although the next case is that of a farmer classified coloured,
it is important to see it in the context of what is now the white
group area. This man is not faced with the threat of removal
because of the particular situation of his farm and he continues
to operate on the same basis as before group areas. To all
intents and purposes nothing has changed for him, except his

relationship to his neighbours, classified white on one side of

his farm and classified coloured on the other side.

He knows where he stands and walks warily but with dignity, 1like

the cat who walked by himself in the Kipling story. Unlike the
t

cat, he 1is prepared to share his expertise and is one of those

who has given advice to young Mr S.
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Case 6.

Mr J. was born in Greyton in 1913. He farms the five
plots which his father, a local man, bought for five
pounds each in the early part of this century.

Fortunately this land is situated in that part of the
coloured group area which links the original section of
the wvillage with the new extension. This property has
well-established fields and is close to the main road.
This man bought out his two brothers' share of the 1land
when his father died and continues to farm the land.

Mr J was educated at the Anglican school in Greyton and
recalls that when he first went there, "whites and
coloureds attended school together.” He added that the
area seemed to have greater extremes of climate at that
time and remembers walking to school "with the snow-
flakes flying like feathers in my face. we played in the
snow on' the hill at the end of the Crescent.”

He went to work on a nearby farm in 1930 and was paid

‘ninepence per day in winter and one shilling a day 1in

summer. He later worked on a wheat-farm in the Caledon
district as a tractor driver ("I liked the mechanical
things") during the 1940's; he was paid 1/9 per day in
the winter and 2/6 per day in the sumner.

buring this time he returned frequently to Greyton to
help his father, riding on the motor-bike he bought out
of money he had saved. He said he "travelled far on that
bike - all the way to Port Elizabeth and back."”

After the war he moved to the Villiersdorp district
where he entered into an arrangement of share-cropping
with a local farmer - "2 to 1 - in my favour." He farmed
there for eight years and then moved to Cape Town where
he obtained work in the docks. He later drove a railway
truck delivering goods on the route from Woodstock to
Simonstown. He then moved to Elsies River where he still
has a house.

He has been married twice, his first wife having been
killed in a car accident on her way back from visiting
friends in Villiersdorp. His second wife is living with
him in the Elsies River house with those children who
are at home. He has six sons and a daughter "who is
training to be a teacher."

Ee is now retired but is rarely without occupation. He
divides his time between his two homes, working the
land, his own and other peoples'. He is employed by
several white residents on a regular basis to plough and
clear and, ogcasionally now but more frequently some
years back, to plant and harvest small crops. He speaks
of the time when his father's waggon would undertake the
two-day journey to Caledon with a load of vegetables for
the market. He and his brother have also acted as
market-brokers for other farmers who did not have
transport in those early days.
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He recalled trudging at the head of the team, as a small
boy, along the difficult tracks and the camp fires at
night “to keep the baboons away" as they slept on the
trail. He is conscious that he is a survivor of "the old
days".

"My father brought up six children from that land," he
says, "and his father before him. It is still looking
after me and my son." When I asked him whether it had
been enough for all his children, he smiled. "It costs
more to bring up children these days than you can get
from that piece of land."

He shakes his head as he 1looks at his fields of

potatoes, peas and huge squashes, 1like prizes at some
agricultural show. "Its good land." he says, " They did
not get paid enough for it and there are people who are
making money out of this."”
The feeling of attachment to the land, described by many of these
former owners, has been weakened by the passage of time because

for most of them, there 1is no 1longer a sense of shared

involvement in the economic life of the village.

For those who have been deprived of their 1land, égricultural
labour has become a strategy for survival, without the rewards of
ownership. Some of the employers of local labourers complain that
they are not feliable workers;" doing only as much wo;k as they

need to do, and then disappearing".

The words of Mr Y, quoted in Chapter 3, come to mind. "If you are
your own man, you have something. If you have nething, you don't

care."

There 1is 1little doubt that when people who were classfied
coloured were separated from their 1land, they 1lost both
subsistence and status in the village and became more dependent
on outside support systems. When the pattern of residential
integration was broken, they were separated from the rest of the
village residents. The agricultural activities and objectiveé

which almost all the villagers shared were lost by the majority
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of those who enjoyed them, The immediate effect of the
implementation of the Group Areas Act was, therefore, to reduce
the productivity of the land in Greyton and with it the gross

income of a large section of the local population.

The fact that many residents in the coloured group area are wage-
earners in areas other than the agricultural sector, has had the
effect of changing the emphasis of labour in relation to income.
The other activities have increased in importance as a means of
support and the demand for work outside the agricultural sphere
has grown. /éecause the work situation in Greyton itself has not
developed to any appreciable extent, it means that more and more
of the able-bodied residents of Heuwelkroon have had to travel
further afield to seek employment. Today Heuwelkroon resembles
many other areas which are home to commuter labourers. The
separation of people from one another has extended itself beyond
the distaqcing of those classified white and coloured from one

another to the breaking of family ties.

More and more people who are classified coloured are forced by
circumstances to spend more and more of their time away from
vtheir rural homes. For them, the exodus from the rural areas,

where their homes are situated, is not a matter of choice but one

of neccessity.

. In contrast to this, many urban residents who are able to do so,
choose to 1leave town as often as péssible and make for the
countryside. This 1is not a new idea:but it is now a familiar
pattern 1in the industr%alised western world, where urban areas

are associated with the working environment and the rural areas

with holidays and recreation.
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The village of the mind.

In addition visitors and newcomers to the countryside have
expectations of rural life which are dominated by what Pahl
(1968) has called "the village of the mind". Newby, Bell and
others also refer to "this aesthetic notion of the countryside
which stresses its visual aspects and which largely ignores the
econoﬁic functions concerned with the production of food. For
many ex-urbanites the countryside is, indeed, an idyllic retreat

from the world of work." (1978 :215)

Newby and ethers are considering this attitude in relatioh to
farners who must earn their living from the soil and are,
therefore, antagonised by this emphasis. It is even more ironic
when one considers the paradox of the land of the dispossessed
farmers, transformed into a play-ground for those who are

escaping from "the world of work"”.

Since the forced removal of residents fromn the village to
- Heuwelkroon, the residentiai pattern of the white group area is
being preserved artificially. The settlement pattern does not now
relate directly to the use of land and its relative' value., 1If
land has wvalue (and it certainly does in Greyton now), it has
value as capital rather than as part of the means of production

in a small agricultural social system.

| ﬁet only 1is the relationship betwqeh people and their 1land
changing but also the relationship befween various sections of
the population of Greyton. This change 1in vrelationships has
accompanied the. change fin emphasis from agricultural activity to
property speculation and investment for Holiday and retirement

purposes.
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Adapt - or leave Greyton ?

Changed patterns of interaction, or more often absence of
interaction between residents, are emerging. Economic
relationships still exist at the level of supply and demand but,
of necessity, there has been an adjustment in response to the
needs of the present population of Greyton. In the following case
there has been a change in economic focus by a farmer who feels

he must niove with the times.

Case Z;

A farmer, classified coloured but one of those still
living on his property in the village told me that it no
longer pays hin to work his lands.

Although he has several plots making up a substantial
farm, both he and his cousin , who has property near by,
are feeling the effects of inflation in farming costs.
For the small producer it is difficult to cover the cost
of seed, fertiliser, maintenance of farm machinery and
transport to the market and one crop failure can be a
disaster.

There are so  few working farms that the customary
pooling of resources no longer operates. The small
farmer finds himself edged out by the 1large scale
operations of agribusiness in the same way that the
small tradesman found himself overtaken by the large
stores.

"The output is just not egual to the overheads, You can
play at farming on this scale but you cannot make a
living," he declared. "That's why I have become a brick-
riaker. I'm using the big shed and there is a demand for
bricks with all the building that's going on here."

He carts bricks on his truck now instead of potatoes and
onions, but he continues to plough his lands. There may
be money 1in bricks but he is first and last a farmer,
guiding his tractor expertly across the furrowed fields.
"Perhaps I should cut this land up into building plots,
and use my bricks to build some houses," he remarked one
sunny morning, as chickens scuttled back and forth
around our feet and I wondered how serious he was. His
property is now worth twenty times what it was it 1970
when he decide% to try and hold onto it.

This man is faced with a contradiction which he must rationalise

and although he may have changed his attitude towards his
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production, his relationship to the land has not changed. He is
still very much part of the original pattern of settlement and he
is reluctant to give up too much of a way of life which he finds

satisfying if not financially rewarding.

As already indicated in this stpdy, the cohesive factors which
operate to hold an agricultural community together are  their
mutual interest in the welfare of their lands and their
interaction at the socio-economic level. There are now too few
people engaged in active farming operations in the village to
perpetuate these ideas. Although those who have managed to
continue would appear to have a monopoly in regard to land and
~markets, éompetition from larger concerns has severely hampered

the small farmer.

In any case, this only applies £o the white group area because
land cultivation is severely restricted in the coloured group
area by the nature of the ground and the size of the plots. It is
possible to hire land on the "commonage" from the Municipality,
who now lease it to tenants, but few take advantage of this

because the pattern of agricultural activity has been broken.

In former times the commonage was an additional benefit providing

extra grazing on open space, over and above the land owned by
small farmers in Greyton.  Only one "white" farmer continues to
use the commonage on this basis and he leases a large piece of
land for pasturage énd storage purpéseg. His dairy farm continues
to operate successfully as there is little competition in the
village. Few of the %eople of Heuwelkroon can afford to lease
land and, as already mentioned, many of the younger generation

have 1lost interest in farming during the past fifteen years.
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Changes in business interests.

Yet from another perspective, this land value can be seen as part
of a support system of a different kind. Although there are few
people who actually use their land productively, there are a
number of land-owners in the white group area for whom the way of
life in a village is supportive.There are those retired people,
(and today not all of them are eldefly), who have reinvested
their capital more realistically than was possible for them
elsewhere. They encompasses a wide range of financial self-
sufficiency and include a few bywoners from the district and
beyond; somé people who were formerly urban or small town
residents; and a small but significant number of white ex-
Zinbabwe citizens, some of whom are younger than the wusual.

retirement age.

There are also some young to middle-aged people who have
transferred their business interests and skills to Greyton for
various reasbns. Like the retired people, some of the latter
hope, 1in this way, to maintain a good standard of living on a
small income and reduce overhead costs while others, who may be

fairly affluent, intend to supply services of one kind or another

to residents and visitors.

Among both the employed and the unembloyed people in Greyton,
there are some who have lived in Greyton or the district for all,
ér part of their lives as well as others, who are comparative
newcomers. The former comprise perhaps 25% of the total permanent
populgtion of the white group area, while the remaining 75% is
made up of the newcomerd., In order to sum up certain aspects of
the interview data the following tables are offered by way of an

introduction to this section of the village population.
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Table 6.

Distribution of permanent residents in households
in the white group area.

Households of Total no.of No.of house-holds Total no. of
people in people in the of retired people. people in the
employment. households. households.
27 45 30 46
Male Female Male Female
23 22 21 25
Married Single Married Single
34 11 32 14

For the purpose of this categorisation only adults (people over
the age of 18 years) are included in the sample.

Table 7.

Employment and occupation among sample residents in the white

group area.

Occupation. Male Female Total
Hotels. i 3 3 6
Garages. 3 - 3
Shops. 3 2 5
Estate agents. - 2‘ 2
Public service. 1 4 ' 5
Farmers. 2 - 2
Professions & 8 - 8

small business.

Speculators & \ 3 3 6
renovators.,

Total. 23 14 37
Home managers. - 8

Totals. 23 22 45
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In addition to these white residents and the four families
classified coloured who have retained their properties, there 1is
one family classifiea Indian who are resident in the white group
area in Greyton. It is , perhaps , relevant to comment on the
latter family at this point. They have a pernit to live in the
village and carry on their fanily business which has just
celebrated its fiftieth year in Greytan. Their shop is centrally
situated ana their comfortable family home is adjacent to it. The
present owner is an active middle-aged man who inherited his shop
from his father just before the Group Areas Act was. implemented
in the villége. however, tlieir conditions of tenure are 1in
accordance with the ruling of the Act on business premises and
there 1s no certainty thaﬁ his son will succeed him. The shop
carries a wide variety of stock from groceries to hardware and
soft gbods; fronm firewooa to jewellery, watches and novelties. It
is patronised by purchasers from both ¢group areas who gather
inside and outside to chat and pass the time of day. Wwhen 1
QUestioned hin. the owner said firmly: "Greyton is my home. I have
no 1ideas about leaving." Wwith a smile he handed me a T-shirt
which celebrated 50 years of permanence and moved on to chat to

his next custoner.

Part-time residents.

The categorisation in Tables 6 and 7 does not include the week-
encers who provide important Qariations on the theme of the
ﬁermanent residents and n.ake up 44% of the sanple households: 90%
of them are business ahd professional.people, most of whom are
pernanently domiciled in Cape Town or the Wwestern Cape, although
there are a few who are from the Transvaal, the Eastern Cape and

even further afield.
Arong them are at least nine property owners, each of whom has
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owned several properties and has been speculating in Greyton for
more than 10 years. All these owners purchased their- first
properties before 1974 and some have bought and sold as many as 8
to 15 properties since that time. Of the 31 part-timers who have
purchased in the last 10 years, 20 have owned their properties

for three years or less.

While Group Areas has physically separated one section of the
community from another, the property-owners in the white group
area are also separated from one another to some extent on the
basis of the time they spend in the village. As already observed,
the permaneng residents are in the minority now and the absentee

property-owners drift in and out of village life as they please.
There méy be long gaps between visits or they may be "regulars".
These part-time residents, and especially recent newcomers, may
blend harmoniously with the overall tone of the village or have
little. effect on it because they do not participate in wvillage
activities. Cccasionally these newcomers provide somnie
particularly discordant notes. I shall endeavour in this chapter
and the next to provide some idea of the cross- currents, past
and present, within the village and to high-light, in pérticular,
the way in which differing perceptions of life in the wvillage,

have become internal agents of change.

Newcomers and change.

The hotel-keepers, the owners of commercial outlets of various
kinds and the ever-present estate—ag%nts now provide the most
urgent impetus for change in their respohses to "what the public
wants", as they see it. They have replaced the speculators and
renovators as the main ;gents of change within the village. Both

hotels in the wvillage have changed hands within the past two

years and a third has opened its doors. These are now very
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different establishments from the homely "Central Hotel", opened
in the early part of this century and owned by one family wuntil

1985.

.It provided accommodation for local‘school teachers and other
people who worked in the district, including the magistrate who
visited the village periodically. Members of the local farming
community would arrive on Saturday ana Sunday for the substantial
dinners, served in the unpretentious dining-rooy. Before and
aftexr dinner people would sit on the broad stoep and exchange
local gossip. As a local teacher, who had stayed there as a young
woman, connented: "It was a family atmosphere - home from hone.
Nothing fancy but really good food and good corpany. Real value

for your money."

Now the 0ld hotel is getting in tune with the present mood and,
conscious of competition down the road in either direction fronm
it, 1its new owner is modernising the fittings and putting in a
t swimming-pool. Prices have increased in response to these demands
and inflation, but there are fewer local cars at week—ends- and
urban visitors make favourable comparisons with town prices. The
old facade remains the same although the bar is quieter without
the local rugby team on Saturdays. The hotel still has the only
off-sales outlet 1in Greyton and the usual crowds gather at the

corner to replenish supplies.

The other two hotels have made a coﬁscious effort to cater for
the week-end public and the holiday-makers who viéit Greyton.
They have provided tasteful period decor which fulfills all the
expectations of people‘who are "getting away from it all" into

the countryside of "yesteryear".
Extensive re-building has provided plumbing and other conveniences
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of the highést order and the food is advertised as "cordon bleu".
The vogue for recapturing the past is fully realised in luxurious

style where all the comforts of "urbs" are to be found in "rus

These hotels are well-patronised by visitors who arrive in
expensive cars and also by loéal property-owners who "want a meal
out" in attractive surroundings which remind them of life in town
without the inconvenience of getting‘there. The urban emigrants
are bringing change to Greyton simply by their presence and their

needs.

Cutdoor life‘ and fresh country air, ecological awareness and
healthy exercise -~ these factors are important to the urban
middle class and have been marketed in many packages to
counteract the tension and stress-producing conditions which
exist in city life. An interest in health is a fashionable trend

and off-sets the necessity of living in unhealthy conditions.

It 1is appropriate at this point to mention that a local poet
wrote of "The Music of Greyton" in terms of the natural sounds of
bird-song and running water and these still counterpoint the
human contributions. The bird cries are varied and clear in the
gquiet of the countryside énd the soft rush of water in streams

and lei-water channels forms a background to them.

These souhds provide a constant reminder, too, of the essential
elements of the village which will be lost in noise and over-
crowding. Wwater is both a life—givind'and a self-limiting factor
in the wvillage and much of its marketable charm depends on its
free flow. The growingfdemands on the water- supply in the white
group area will have to be matched by appropriate development,
and expenditure, vif these "traditional sounds" are not to be

lost. The bird-song, too, 1is endangered as housing developmnent
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replaces the natural vegetation which provides cover for the
birds and the alien noise of powerful cars accelerating down the

gquiet streets causes the birds to migrate.

kecently a helicopter brought a party of "V.I.P.'s" to one of the
local guest-houses and landed on a field adjacent to it. This
provoked strong reaction from residents, particularly from those
who lived nearby, and further requests to the Municipality to use
this kind of transport, door to door, have been rejected. It is a\

sign of the times, however, that in future arrangements have been

made to land ‘helicopters on the rugby-field !

One wonders how long it will be before this kind of travel |is
common-place; just as the motor-car replaced the ox-waggons and
donkey-carts of earlier times. It may seem fanciful to suggest
that "the nwusic of Greyton" will change from bird-song to the
whirr of helicopter blades but it is in keeping with the

escalating pace of change.

Newcomers : the balance of benefits.

The creation of separate coloured and white group areas changed
the demography of the village physically and produced gaps 1in
established residential patterns. For most of those classified
coloured, the loss of land has reduced their material resources
as well as removing them from the centre of the village to a
peripheral position. The newcomers who have filled the gaps have,
for the most part, imprerd their ﬁaterial resources and they
have gained property which has éppreciated steadily in
desirability and value, 1In addition as Newby (1971) noted: "A
move to the country 1is still a move up the social 1ladder-
especially for the urban middle class." (38) One of my informants

said : "To have a place in the country has always been my
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objective - an acknowledgement that I've made it. My friends have
boats and cars - I've got this place. I like bringing my friends

here to enjoy it with me. They love it too."

Oon the other hand, those who were removed from the village have
lost status as well as economic advantages, and the «class
differences between those classified white and those classified
coloured, are emphasised. As the village increases in popularity
and land values stabilise at higher levels in the present white
- group area, the social distance between the two group areas
widens propoftionately. The "community" is now shaped by the
social ordef which the Group Areas Act legitimates. It is
necessary to 1look back to the period before Group Areas was
implemented in the wvillage, 1in order to appreciate what is
happening to the way interaction takes place between people in
Greytorn and to assess the‘difference between "then" and now. It
also provides somne perspective on the relationship between the

white group area and Heuwelkroon.

The years between the wars (1919 - 1939).‘

In spite of the years of econonic depression in the 1920's and
the 1930's and to some extent because of it, the slow growth of

the village continued.

Like many other small towns and villages in the Boland and other
parts of the western Cape, Greyton was influenced by the general
{

demographic shift towards urban areas which took place 1in the

early part of the twentieth century.

An informant who now lives in Cape Town told me that she had left
Greyton in 1925 at the age of seventeen to seek work. She found a

job as a nurse-maid to a small child in Sea Point because she was
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already' experienced in ﬂhis work., She had been employed as a
nurse-maid to two young children in Greyton from the time she was
fourteen., She said that her employers, an Afrikaans-speaking
family who ran one of the village shops, gave her an excellent
reference and she found the work immediately. .Because she had
been taught English at the Anglican Church School, where she

passed std 6, she found it easy to adjust to life in Cape Town.

She met her husband at a church social in Sea Point where they
later lived in 1ramway Road. Wwhen "the Group came" they moved to
Epping Garden'vVillage and thence to Kewtown. Although she is now
in her late seventies, she is a lively and well-groomed woman who
takes a keen interest in church work and visits her old "home-

town" whenever she can.

She puﬁ ne in touch with several other elderly women who had left
Greytoh as young women and come to Cape Town. Some remained
there as wives and mothers, while others returned to Greyton
later 1in life with their husbands or as widows. They range 1in
occupation from domestic workers to nurses, teachers and factory
hands. Most of those who returned now stay with relatives 1in
Heuwelkroon or Boschmanskloof and are very willing to speak of

"the old days" when they were parﬁ'of the village community.

It is clear that many of the young people, and particularly those
classified coloured who lived in the village, joined the exodus
to the larger centres 1in search oﬁ employment and impfoved
prospects. They do not seem to have severed ties with Greyton,
however, and the interview data suggests that many of those who
settled 1in town sent éoney home to support their families and
elderly relatives who were in need at that time. Some have

continued to do this and many make the sentimental journey "home"
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at regular intervals to visit relatives. This often occurs at
tines of religious festivals. There is a similarity 1in their
stories to those of the reunion of families and friends .at St
Peter's Chu:ch in Mowbray, which are recounted by Western
(1982:204). The urban experience of removal seems to have
engenderéd a similar "community" response and a desire to return
to the "familiar places" that brings‘the people of Greyton home

to the plaées from which they have been "disqualified".

At Easter, 1in particular, there was, and still is, an influx of
people who regard themselves as "belonging to Greyton", and it is
significant - that the Anglican Church bazaar takes place at this
time. There are happy scenes as 0ld ties are renewed both there
and at the sports fixtures which are played, as they have been

for years, at fields on the commonage.

Today ‘extra buses bring the visitors and some arrive in private
cars; a far cry from the transport available in the early part of
the century. Then visitors travelled by train to Caledon and
waggons would come from Greyton to pick them up.

"That was a time to remember. We would all

climb on the waggons - and Mr Y and Mr C would

drive them. Wwe would all be talking ana

singing and laughing for the. whole journey. It

was a long way to travel at that time and

sometimes it rained but we didn't mind because

it was good to see our friends and we knew we

were going to our homes where we grew up."
" That was how a woman of eighty-five described the journey as it
was 1in 1931. She also makes the journey every year. Today, as
then, the people of Greyton mingle in the streets and on the open
spaces round the village, as if there weére no group areas, but at

the end of the day most of those classified coloured must «climb

the hill to hHeuwelkroon where the festivities continue.
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At New Year there.is no longer one large gathering down at the
river where all village residents can meet togther to sing nd
dance 1in the open air. This seems to have been a long-standing
custom from the early days of the village as many residents

recall in stories told them by parents and grand-parents.

"what a jol that was! Wwe used to dance all night." As he said
this, the eyes of my old_informanttlit up remininiscently. He
recalled the sound of the "orkes" from Genadendal who would play
for hours. An older woman renembered the days when waggons were
used to traﬁSport everyone down to the place and "all the people
danced and-ate as nuch as they could. Ouma Delport made such pies

and often there was an ox-braai."

It was on this same open space in the 1950's, when the river came
down in spate and enormous damage was done to property, that all
the résidents came together in different circumstances to mount a
rescue operation to help those who were cut off by the flood
waters. Residents remembered the soup-kitchens which were
organised by the local mid-wife and district nurse with the help
of church-workers of all denominations. There were many elderly
folk 1living in Greyton at the time and a number of families were

hard hit by the disasters.

A retired dominee, who played an active part 1in the rescue
. operations at that time, compared the village as it was then to a
"hot-house where the elderly, the pdor-whites ana those who would
not have survived in a less sympathetic environment, were able to
.live out their time.” He scrambled along a fallen tree trunk
which acted as a bridée across the swollen river and brought back
several children from the flooded houses on the other side. He

recalled that "there were many coloured people who were amazed
Yy
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!

that I should have troubled to bring over their children." He
added, in response to my gueries, that by the 1950's thére was an
appreciable perception of social distance among the coloured
people and the whites. In his congregation there were only whites

and all but one white family in the village belonged to the Dutch

¢
Reformed Church. [
!

By 1its very nature, the villag pfovides a microcosm of the

growth of legitimated discrimination which followed the passing
of the Population Registration Act and the Group Areas Act.

Very often, however, there 1is a contradiction between what’
, [ '
people say and what they do and events in the small social system
!
of Greyton in the early part of this century cast shadows before
|

them. There are half- acknowledged overtones of discrimination
[ _

and paternalism towards the "coloured people" which cannot be

ignored. There is a contradiction‘, too, in the rural nature of
' |
the wvillage population of this time and degree of wurbanisation
|
which was taking place in many families.

Similarly there 1is a contradiction in the historic image of an

"English wvillage", which has been promoted by later property

developers and the reality of this South African settlement.

i
|

Village society - then and now.

The depopulation of the platteland turned many small villages

into refuges for the aged. wheﬁ nuqbers of bywoners who had
leased small farms from wealthier farmers in the district were
made redundant by improved techniques of farming, they made their
way to small villages like Greyton. There they were able to carry
t ‘

on their small- scale farming operations anc make some kind - of

living for themselves. |



i
There are still many elderly peoplé in Greyton but, ironically,
for many of theﬁ the security; which the small commmunity
afforded, has been eroded. This is:particularly true for the aged
who are . classified coloured, many of whom had to leave their
homes in the village at a time in their lives when they most
needed their subsistence allotment% to supplement small pensions.
Some of the elderly people_classif%ed‘white, who owned houses in
the proclaimed white group area, éwere also encouraqed to sell
their properties in response to;what seered to them tempting
offers, onlyf to find that no altérnative accommodation existed

: \
in the Greyton area within a pricefrange which they could afford.
They have had to leave the village’and go to old age homes in the

Strand and Caledon, where they regret the loss of friends in the

community they knew so well.

some of the properties have been ﬁurchased by_elderly people who
have retired 1in affluent circuﬂstances. In this way the age
balance is maintained while, at the same time, there is a change
in the income level in an upward éirectién. The income level of

white land-owners has risen appreéiably on average.
I

1

Al though the.population of Grgytoé village, on average, could not
have been adescribed as prosperou% in those years between the two
world Wwars, they have been surr?unded by a successful farming
community for some time and this;did contribute to the growth of
the village. The Dutch keformed ?hurdh and the school for white
children (particularly the high thool‘built in 1928 and attended
by many children from.the surrounging farms), provided points of
contact between the farming co@munity and the white wvillage
residents. ¢Cn the other hand, post of the contact between the
farmers and the "coloured" villag#rs seems to have taken place at

!
I
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the level of labour or, in some cases, in the market-place. Their

children did not meet in school.

Changes in the child population iﬂ{Greyton.

There has been a significant cﬁangé in the number of white
children who 1live permanently ianreyton. Anong the 56 sample
households domiciled in Greyton (s%e Table 7), only seven of them

included young children (14 chilqren in all), who attend the

local school. f

Once the village and district supﬁorted a primary and a junior
secondary sehool but the latter has been closed due to lack of
support and the primary school continues to function with very
reduced numbers. In the 1930's more than 200 children attended
the school; now only 62 children' attend from Sub A to Std 5. 1
was also told that it has been the establishment of a hostel for
boarders, ﬂdrawn mainly from welfare organisations in urban areas
which has saved the school from closure. It is understandable
when one realises how few of the parents of school-going children
are permanently resident in Greyton; their children attend school
in the urban areas where they reside for most of the year. The

tarmers also send their children to boarding schools in wurban

areas. :
|

For those classified coloured, thé position is different. Because
as we noted earlier in this chaptqr, the breadwinners must
migrate to towns where work can;be gbtained, their children
usually remain in Greyton with their mothers and/or grand-parents
and other relatives. ?he new school in Heuwelkroon has over 200
pupils and their family relationships are similar to those which
are repeated all over Southern‘Africa among the families of

migrant workers., The 'residents of Heuwelkroon are also
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experiencing the problems of diviqed families and the breakdown

of family ties that result from this.
|

Greyton, 1like many other rural:!villages, had 1its quota of
"poor white" families and the l%ss privileged classes 1in the
community were not always defined by colour. 1In fact there were

people, who are now classified coloured, among the more affluent
class in the wvillage prior to the Second Wworld Wwar. Some
families, now removed, were considerable land-owners but, as

already shown 1in previous chapters, only a few still «cling

doggedly to ‘their properties in theAvillage.

If land represents wealth in one form or another to the people of
Greyton, then the wunequal process of land redistribution has
disadvantaged those classified coloured and resulted in a greater

differentiation in the total population of the Greyton district.

Class cleaveages are now apparent in the community.

Invisible villagers.

It 1is relevant at this point to look at the concept of a "local
social-system", as developed by Stacey (1969), rather than at a
community; and to mention.that, in the propositions which she

presents, the following are particularly applicable to Greyton.
21. Some structural and cultural features of a local social
system will render some individuals socially invisible

to each other.

23. Physical proximity does not always lead to the
establishment of social relations.

(Stacey, 1969:144)
t

In the case of Greyton, political pressures have played a
particular role in promoting the "invisibility" of some residents

but events have shown that there has been resistance to such
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influences: eg. for some years after fheir removal from the
village, people 1living in Heuwelkroon would come down to their
former homes in the white group area and ask the new owners for
"some of their water". A resident described the experience in

this way:

Cne Saturday morning a donkey~-cart, loaded
with two drums, was driven to the gate of our
house and a coloured man got down and came to
the front door. He spoke very politely. "This
is where I wused to 1live," he said, "and
my father and my grand-father too. I have come
to fetch some of our water." I asked him if he
did not have water where he 1lived and he
repeated, "Yes, but I want some of our water."
At - first I did not know exactly what to say
but then I decided to let him have what he
wanted. He filled the two drums with water and
I helped him to put them on the cart. Then he
thanked me and he said, "This is very good
water." He looked around a bit more and told
me I should cut back the peach tree. Then he
climbed 1into his cart and drove off. He came
back twice more during the next year, just as
if he was checking up on the place. He said he
thought I had pruned the peach tree very well.
I did not see him again after that.

Many of the recent newcomers to the village are unaware of the
existence of these former Greyton residents and they know little
of the circumstances which accompanied their removal. Many.homes
have changed hands several times since the early 1970's and the

present owners have had no contact with the earlier occupants.

All trace of them has disappeared from their homes.

Ironically, the "invisible" villagers who live at Heuwelkroon,
are still dependent on the facilities &hich are available only at
the wvillage centre. There afe'no shops, or churches 1in the
coloured group area other than the Moravian church, which is on
the border of the whité group area. In addition, the Municipal

offices and the new clinic which serve both areas are also
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centrally situated and Heuwelkroon residents must visit the
village regularly to obtain suppl}es, pay their rent, receive
medical attention and attend church. This gives rise to a
situation 1in which theoretical separation cannot be 1implemented
fully and is one which characterises the contradictory

implications of'Group Areas.

A situation has been created in which the "coloured actors" 1in
the rural scene appear almost as part of the scenery for many of
the newconers to Greyton and certainly for many week-enders.
Although they move to and fro and perform certain tasks or use
certain facilities, their appearance in the village or their
disappearance to Heuwelkroon or Boschmanskloof is taken for
granted. They are seen 1in the village but are not "of the
villagé". In fact many of the visitors to Greyton regard them as
"visitors" like themselves rather than people who were once
central actors in the events of the village. Others are quite

incurious as to their origin.

"I suppose they live somewhere up there.... one holiday-maker
remarked, in response to my question to this effect and waved a
hand 1in the general direction of the mountain. Her companion
added thoughtfully, "Many of these people are probably 1local
farm-workers who have come here to shop and see the sights." He
was referring to the crowd of Saturday morning shoppers who had
come down to the wvillage from He@welkroon as usual. His
assumption that "these people" must be workers employed on farms
in the district indicates the subordinate role of "rural coloured

people” as perceived ané accepted by "whites". That many of them

were once land-owners and farmers is not even considered.
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Property and paternalism.

The few families, who arejclassified coloured and remain in the
village, are perceived by most new-comers as "white", or accepted
as the exceptions which prove the rule in white areas - another
of the contradictions of fhe apartheid system. As mentioned
earlier, there was genuine support for thése families from their
white neighbours when attempts were %ade to remove them in 1977,
but others who were not able to retain.ownership are accepted as
domestic workers and labourers of low economic status. Looking
back to an eaflier time before group areas were implemented, an
elderly Greyton resident spoke of the relationship between
"coloureds" and "whites" in this way.

"People knew their places. They never made trouble or

took advantage of it. There were real friendships

between people who lived here. We needed each other, you
see."

A middle~aged Heuwelkroon woman expressed this view:

"There were some whites who were ashamed of living next
door to coloured neighbours and it was worse when they
had visitors who came from other places. Then we used to
stay 1indoors so that the strangers would not know that
we lived there. when the visitors left we all went on as
usual.," ‘
This is one of the few expressions of village solidarity as a
"closed community" against others - "strangers" - who came from
elsewhere. Those who were regarded as "coloured people" were
prepared to participate in this_significant charade in order to

accommodate their neighbours' feelings in this matter and

preserve the status quo.
¢

The attitudes of paternalism and deference which are implicit in
these statements, are reflected in much of the information which

I have collected from the older generation who live 1in Greyton
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and Heuwelkroon. They 1indicate clearly the social codes of
behaviour which operated in the village when it was residentially
integrated and the recognition of the social distance which

existed among many, but not all, of the people who lived there.

An important question arises in this context. Which are stronger?
The forces pulling people together or the forces pulling  them

apart ?
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Chapter 5.

Power, preservation and progress.

Two 1issues recurred in the interviews which I have conducted in
the white group area at Greyton: tHe preservation of certain
values and their outward expression in things and institutions,
and the pressure of new events which demand changes of various

kinds with all their implications.

People différed in the context of these issues as to what
constituted progress and what was "good" for residents and
especially for rate-péyers. Their point of departure from each
other "is the importance which each attaches to the relative
‘'value of these old and new elements in the domestic and economic

spheres.

It 1is understandable that local business- men and hotel-keepers
welcome amenities like electricity and the up-grading of drainage
and roads, which improve their efficiency and enhance their
prospects, while the week-enders see these same aménities as an
intrusion on the "unspoiled and simple rural life" which seems so
desirable to them. However, the latter return to their fully-
equipped homes 1in well-ordered neighbourhoods where they take
these amenities for granted, forgetging that others must remain
in what they perceive as unceveloped fural areas.

Where ©possible I explored the extent to which- the residential
history and theipresené circumstances of the local inhabitants

influences their alignment with particular interest groups and
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for what reasons certain white residents support either the
"preservation" or "progress" lobby.

. \
In doing this, however, it was possible to lose sight of the

silent majority of residents whose removal from the village  has
expedited this "preservation” of the village by newcomers; and

for whom "progress" can be, and has been, a very mixed blessing.

Progress and development do not necessarily coincide in the
minds of people, and as far as "separate development" is
concerned thgre appears to have been very 1little development
during the ,éast fifteen years for those 1in Greyton who are

classified coloured.

ProgressAfor then has been slow and limited, while separation has
resulted 1in a deterioration in relationships and a hardening of
attitudes towards the "whites". Many express ambivalent feelings
towardé the white newcomers, particularly towards those whites
who have attempted to bridge the gap between Keuwelkroon and the

village itself, but there is also a strong sense of betrayal

directed towards whites in general.

The people who live in Heuwelkroon are openly dissatisfied with
their situation. -There is deep resentment, quietly but bitterly

expressed, about the removals.

Only a handful of people now remain who took part in the activé
agricultural life of the village before the removals and who talk
nostalgically about "“the good old dayé". The younger residents
are more resentful about the profits being made in the property
niarket, as they see it, foften at thelir parents' expense, than the

actual loss of the 1land as a means of subsistence. A new
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generation is growing up in Heuwelkroon whose demands are centred
on more and better employment opportunities and a higher standard

of living rather than on a return to the old way of life.

The people who live in Heuwelkroon are concerned about a nore
convenient water-supply and sanitary arrangements, better roads,
street-lighting and services. They are aware that they do not
enjoy the same amenities that have been provided for Greyton
village. The resentment engendered by their separation from their
hoﬁes has been increased by this neglect. Their relationship to
the village itself is an uneasy one. The words of Mérris, guoted
in Chapter 3; no longer apply. "The familiar places" have become

uncon:fortable.

The < case of Mrs X and her husband 1is indicative of the
contradictory emotions experienced by many who decidedvto leave
their homes in the village. The choice they made was determined
by their circumstances and , in that sense, for them there was no

choice at all.

Case l;

Mrs X. has been living in Heuwelkroon since 1974. Eer
husband became seriously ill a couple of years before he
sold his property in the Bo-dorp to white week-enders.
Mrs—- X. explained that when he found out that, in the
event of his death, his wife would have to leave their
home, he decided to make provision for her before that
happened. They had no children. Their home was one of a
group of three cottages, each on its own allotment.

The couple lived in the cottage which had belonged to
the parents of Mr X., while the other two had belonged
to Mrs X.'s parents and grand-parents, respectively. The
latter was sold to a white purchaser for R350 on the
death of the owners in 1970 and Mrs X.'s mother sold
hers in 1972 when her husband became ill and died; she
obtained a higher price (R1200) because "it was a better
house". t

Mr and Mrs X. considered thenselves "fortunate" because
they had "a good offer of R2000" for their home in 1973.
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The new owners permitted them to stay on the property as
care~takers while Mr X. arranged to rent one of the
larger houses in Heuwelkroon. Mrs X. speaks of the warm
and friendly relationship which existed between them and
the new owners of their property. She added that she was
glad that "nice people " were living in her home.
when her husband's condition worsened, he suggested that
they move to their new quarters and he died eleven days
after they did so. Mrs X. still lives in the house with
her sister who is in poor health. Mrs X. now does
domestic work in the houses where she and her late
husband were brought up. '
"The houses look different now," she said," but they are
still the same underneath. And I still remember my Pa,
working in his garden.”
Mrs X. was greatly disturbed when there were rumours that single
women and widows might have to move from the larger houses 1in
heuwelkroon to smaller ones. It was suggested that larger
families should be given the four-roomed houses. She feared the
loss of the small amount of comfort and security which her

husband had provided for her.

There seems to be 1little confidence amongst the people of
Heuwelkroon that their interests will be protected by the
authorities. There is great emotional insecurity, particularly
among the older people who have lost their properties and have
seen their rights eroded. They are fully conscious that the
implementation of Group Areas has changed their status in the
cormunity as a whole. "Kkejection is an experience sh&red by all
who have moved, or will have to move, to a new township."
(wWhisson. 1972:29) This is as true gor the people of Greyton as
it 1is for any people who have experfenced forced removal and

relocation. They feel themselves to be‘powerless.

. ¢ . . .
Those who hold office and control the allocatlon of financial
resources, in both the public and the private sector, have the

power to make decisions relating to the rest of the community. It
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follows that whoever has the power to make decisions about
preservation or progress can determine how much influence is

extended in either'difection and what form it will take.

wWho has power in Greyton 2

There are various bodies in whom the power to act in village
affairs is vested: the municipality, the rate-payers association,
some ‘church groups and the conservation society, all of which
| exist, of course, within the present framework of the political
structure and with  the exception of certain church groups,

provide no real representation for the people of Heuwelkroon.

It is inﬁeresting to note that the seat of the local member of
the new House of Representatives is at Genadendal and fhat he was
one of those returned unopposed by the Labour Party. This may
well emerge as a new interest group in the village and one which
will express its views on progress and what should be preserved

from the past.

In a small village like Greyton, 1little happens of which the
local residents are not aware and it is possible that the week-
enders are at a distinct disadvantage because they are no; SO
efficiently 1locked 1into the local network. There are a few
exceptions Dbut most of the week-enders are quite uninvolved ~in
village affairs and have little interest in matters which concern
permanent residents. Yét most of these part-time residents have a
considerable financial stake in the vfllage and their decision to
invest 1in Greyﬁon :hés contributed to its development and the
rapidly escalating -pgeperty values in the area. Should they
decide to exercise their collective voting power as rate-payers,
which did, in fact, 6ccur in 1978, they could play a substantial

part in future developments in the village. An examination of the
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municipal voters roll for 1985/86 shows, however, that very few

of the week-enders have registered as voters.

The inplenentation of the Group Areas Act has resulted 1in the
extension of the villaye beyond the boundaries of the original
survey plan of erven. In addition to Heuwelkroon, new plots were,
and continue to be opened up on the lQwer slopes of the mountain
and 1n areas on the original village limits, where they encroach

onto the surrounding commonage.

Wwhen the vildayge boundaries were extended to include a coloured
group areaf and proclaimed by the Municipality under whose
authority the comrionage now falls, certain tracitional liens and
servitudes regarding the use of commonage and water rights which
were contained in the original deeds of transfer were cancelled.
Thus pressure to enforce government policy on Group Areas opened
the way for future developrent of the commcnage. This occurred on
25 June, 1973 and on 25 June, 1976 when village boundaries were
extended to inélude two additions to the white group area (See
Diagram 2).

By 1986 the DMunicipality haa sold 60 plots in these two
extensions at Kkl00C per plot. 1In the Park koad area nmore than
twelve housés have been built on them, including the new pastorie
for the local bDutch keformed Church. This was the first dwelling
to be erected in the new exfension. The other extension, which is
;djacent to buitekant Street in the Onder-dorp, has not yet been

developeq.

These extensions beyond the historic boundaries of the village
t

were made without consultation with the rate-payers. They have

become the subject of controversy between the present

Municipality and the kate-payers Association and the Conservation
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Municipality and the Rate~payers Association and the Conservation
Society, who have expressed strong reservations about the
unlimited expansion of the village. A menber of the Association
commented that "the village could outgrow its strength” and took
as an example its water resources, which are under considerable
strain at present. These issues will be explored further laterin

this chapter.

It is clear that, with the changing residential patterns in the
village, the nature of the demands made on the available

resources of land and water have changed considerably.

~Visible changes in the village.

Mrs B , a permanent Greyton resident, told me that even in the
ten years since she and her husband had retired to Greyton, she
vhad pefceived changes in the character of the village. |
" More and more renovations of old properfies are taking
place and new houses are being built on 1land which
previously was planted.Many of these small properties
were owned by small farmers. Some of them were white and
some of them were coloured people who were evicted."
This informant also described how, in the process of buildiﬁg and
rendvation, mango, avocado, banana and paw-paw trees were pulled
out as well as deciduous trees, resulting in a "bare look". she
remarked that there 1is now a shortage of fresh fruit and
vegetables in GCreyton whereas at one time people grew and
exchanged produce. She observed that many people who come to
Greyton for the week-end or on short hélidays, do not cultivate.
There is now no consistent utilisation of land and conseqguently
most of the informalftraﬁfic has ceased. This 1is a fairly
accurate representétion of the situation although there are
exceptions, and some of the newcomers who have come to Creyton on

a permanent basis do have vegetable. gardens for their own use. A
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few of the older residents continue to cultivate their lands and
keep some stock on the commonage but they are very much in the

minority.

The same informant referred to these changes as ‘“"spoiling the
village" in her estimation, and she added that many of the recent
newcomers "do not care about the village. It means nothing to
them.” On the other hand she also criticised the rather self-
conscious labelling of the village as "historic" in its promotion
in the media. "what history?" she asked and added that she did
not think it was a very old village. She also stressed that many

people were dnable to differentiate between skilful reproduction

and authentic restoration.

The historic aspect of the wvillage has undoubtedly beéen
emphasised as a marketing ploy when promoting the sale of
property in the village and has become a determining factor 1in
building development and policy. 1In fact there are a nunber of
small suburban houses, dating from the 1920's and 1930's
‘thirties, which are just as much a part of the historic héritage
of the village as the more picturesque thatched cottages. Some of
the former are now being "made over" and given "an old look" to
harmonise with their neighbours. A good exanple of this is ‘the
"gentrification" of a simple but solidly built cottage which had
belonged to ‘the village smous. This has become " a cottage of
character" since it was auctioned aﬁter his death, and the
renovation includes many features whic% it did not possess in his
lifetime. Greyton has acquired the label of "an old English
village" in media a%vertising by estate agents and this
encourages speculation as to why it should be so. There is
undoubtedly a good deal of wishful thinking about "how the

village ought to look".
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The question then arises as to exactly what is being preserved in

Greyton and why preservation is an issue.

The white newcomers' perception of what constitutes "character"
and “atmosphere" in a rural village is crucial 1in determining
their attitude towards improvements, just as it probably pre-
disposed them to purchase property in the village in the first
place. Many are selective about what they consider to be
important. Some of them prefer to use the paraffin 1lamps and
candle-light yhich have served the villagers for so long. A few
have fitted ' gas-lighting at considerable expense. Others have
wllingly accepted the convenience of electricity in spite of the

expense entailed by installation.

Although it might be difficult to géneralise_about the needs of
the village residents, municipalities have to do so. Personal
choices made by residents are out-weighed by policy decisions
made by the council. A member of this body explained that there
~was a need to provide facilities for modernisation and that; as
it would benefit the village as a whole it was fair that the cost
of installing electricity should be spread across the whole rate-
paying community and motivated by them. There is, therefore, a
general levy for electricity imposed on all property-owners 1in
Greyton, Qhether their homes are connected to the supply or not.
There 1is, as yet, no connection of the supply to the rented
acconmodation 1in Heuwelkroon, excepﬁ for the school and the few

privately owned houses in the area.

A councillor also stated that there were people "who wanted to
hold the wvillage back" and that progress was necessary because

local businesses were in difficulties.
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The benefits of progress, such as the convenience of amenities
like street-lighting and the increased availability of electrical
appliances in hotels and shops, were perceived as desirable by
some, while others to whom 1 spoke, saw oil-lamps and gas-fired
appliances as "more appropriate to the setting" and perfectly
adequate for their needs. Most of the latter were week-enders. In
fact, it was clear that they saw tﬂe advent of electricity as
incongruous and too expensive and that extensive improvements to
roads and drainage represented the threat of higher rates and

taxes.

‘They were also critical of the appearance of the electricity
pylons and lamp-standards which many people regard as unsightly

and inappropriate to the setting.

There were othérs who were vehement in their support for the old
styie of building houses and stressed the value of retaining the
riet-dak and the thatched roofs which provided the natural
insulétion needed during hot summers and cold winters. They also
A preferred house designs which' would harmonise with the
surroundings and preserve the village ethos which had first

attracted them to Greyton.

In spite of rising house prices, some of the people who have
invested in property in Greyton during the past 10 years have
-done so on a limited budget and have phosen this as a means of
econorniic retirement or ownership of a ;econd home. It may well be
that their aesthetic considerations are rooted in financial
expediency. Over the gaSt three or four years, there has,. 1in
fact, been a substantial increase in the cost of providing

services in the village.
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Table 8.

Rising charges for amenities in Greyton from 1970 - 1981.

Amenities. 1970 1975 1980 1985
Rates.(per rand) 1.25c 1.75¢ 1.75¢c 2.00c
Refuse removal. R6.00 R10.00 R13.50 R22.00
(per annum)

Garden retuse. R4.0C R5.50 R7.50 R12.50
Electricity. N/A N/A R14.55(45 amp)R18.00

(basic charge)
_ ‘ K16.00(60 amp)R24.00

Per unit. 7.00c 8.00c

Availability. ‘ R8.00 R12.00
(on empty plots) '

fater. R2.50 per R3.00
(basic ‘charge) (per month) (per month)
(10 k1l free) (no free allowance)
Extra. 1.25 per 5kl (under 20kl) .l6c
(over 20k1) per quarter. (over 20k1l) .25c
{per k1)
Availability.
(on empty plots) N/A R3.00
ei-water.(per hour) R2.00 R3.00 R4.80 R6.00
urrow charge. R6.00

(for édditional charges see Appendix C.)

Analysis of amenities.

An examination of the table reveals a 'small but steady rise in
the rates until early i? 1986 a re-evaluation of sites resulted
in a substantial rise in the rateable value of properties 1in

Greyton and consequently 1in the rates accounts of property

owners.
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The upward trend in the cost of services in the past 15 years has
years has been due, 1in part, to the effects of inflation.
However; it is also influenced by the development pattern in the
white group area. The higher expectations of the people who
repopulated the village and the consequent upgrading of amenities
have resulted in increased costs, which the Council is recovering

from the property owners.

The availability charge for electricity has been increased from
R8.00 to R12.00 per month and has encouraged the installation of
electricity on stands which are developed. It has also engendered
resentnent ih the owners of ground on which they have not yet
built. The basic electricity charges are related to quantity and
the kind.of demand, but there has only been a rise of one cent in

the unit charge over the past five years.

There has been a determined attempt on the part of the Council to
keep water rates down but there is also an indication 1in the
higher cost of water for extra demand, that they wish to

encourage residents to use less water.

The Heuwelkroon perspective.

ih sharp contrast to the rest of the village, the only amenity
provided for the 100 householders in Heuwelkroon, which did not
exist in the viliage,previéusly, is the new school. In 1980, ten
_yéars after the first renovals, thi§ large and fairly well-
equipped  building replaced the smaller premises of the Anglican

church school and the local Moravian Mission school.

¢
The small "historic" cottages in which people lived on have been

replaced by sub-economic houses of poor quality. These houses are
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rented fyom they Municipality at a figure which varies from R10 to
R20 accorginy to the income of the householder who hires the
Premises, fThere are also about 35 plots on the main road which
have been made available for purchase. Only five have houses on

them but most of these plots have already been sold to people who

do not live in Greyton., This would seem to indicate that, among
those classifjed coloured, there are also speculators and/or

investors who are providing for retirement or "week-ending" in

the village.

The amenities jindicated on the original plan of Heuwelkroon have
nhever materjalised and the land between the houses and the main
¥oad remains a rough and stony open space. The rhetoric of
apartheid planners is unrealised in Greyton as it is in so many

Oother areas where insufficient finance has been allocated for its

implementation.

Since 1970 water has been available only from taps in the street
and there is still no water-borne sanitation. Mrs A.B. remarked
that people were very unhappy about moving from the village. She

complained about the distance water had to be carried from the

tap§; She added :

"We cannot use a hose., We have lost our gardens. we may
not keep our dogs here. The homes that we rent are

cracking -~ and we must maintain them. They (the
authorities) do not care about us - we have been brushed
aside."

.More than ten years of this kind of dissatisfaction has, at last,
has been followed by some relief. Recently the Council has
,negbtiated with the Department of Community Development fdr a
water-reticulation service to be installed in Heuwelkroon and

work on the project commenced in 1986. This will provide a tap in
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the yard of houses in Heuwelkroon but the sanitary arrangements
are unchanged and there is no water inside the houses. The cost
of this additional service is being felt by all Greyton residents

in the increased costs of water (Refer Table 1).

The first piped water schene in Greyton was completed in 1933. A
local resident, who had been a municipal councillor at that time,
‘recalled that the magistrate, MWMr Rosé Innes, spoke to the rate-~
payers about the need for laying water pipes 1in the wvillage.
Shortly after he spoke, there was an outbreak of'typhoid fever in
the village. ‘This provided the necessary stimulus for action and
this system served the village until 1961/62, when the pipes were
renewed and meters to each house were introduced. This system was
effective until the need to extend the scheme to provide
sufficient water for Heuwelkroon. For this reason the new dam
which is being built on the hillside above Park Road 1is being
subsidised by the Department of Community Development, but
residents in the white group area will also benefit from. these
additional water resources in the future. However the people who
live in heuwelkroon will have to pay for water in future because
meters will be installed in their yards when the water
' connections are made. According to the Town Clerk of Greyton,
they will also be responsible for any costs incurred by extending

the water-supply into the houses.

Reaction to changes in the character of the village.

There were rumours in 1984/85 that application had been made for
the erection of town houses in Greyton. The Council has now
vetoed this type of dévelopment as being inappropriate to the
village, which suggests that this possibility did exist. 1In the

1970's when the new plots were opened up on the commonage ground,
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an area was also proclaimed for induétrial development., ' This was
situated adjacent to the main road and to the Heuwelkroon site.
Application was made by a large commercial concern based inv Cape
Town but with interests in the district, to remove a vegetable
processing and packaging plant to Greyton. It was suggested that
this would provide employment for people living;at Heuwelkroon
and in the village. After consideration the project was rejected
by the Council. Local residents who are employed at the plant,
make the journey daily from Greyton in the transport provided for

them .

The Municipal policy for the development of Greyton seems to
incline towards some synthesis between preservation and progress.
on the one hand there 1is a movement away from industrial
develobment, while on the other there is a need to commercialise

the viilage assets.,

Although the rgral character of Greyton is important in relation
to the popularity of the village with retired people and as a
holiday resort, several houses have been built in the white group
area which do not conform to the "historic" pattern of the
village. The Dutch Reformed Church pastorie is essentially a
modern home. There is a large house in the Spanish style in Park
Road and at other places in the village there are at least 10
more hones which. would not look cut of place 1in any modern

housing estate in an urban area.

while it may not be possible to dictate exactly how the image of
a country village shou%d be preserved, certain regulations have
been promulgated by the Council which are intended to maintain an

outward semblance of this character.,
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There are also regulations relating to the blacing of new'houses
on enipty plots and a town surveyor and an engineer have been
retained on a part-time basis to supervise the implementation of
these specifications. when the allotments were wused for
agricultural production, whether at a subsistence level or for a
market, the maximum use was made of the available 1land. This
necessitated placing the house at one end of the erf in order to
leave as nuch land for cultivation as possible. This resulted in
a characterisﬁic residential pattern in which houses were grouped
in.rows closeito the street with a cultivated section behind the
house. Less'frequently the house was set.back with a long garden

in front of it.

Residence patterns and relationships.

In this way there was close contact between the houses even when
people owned several plots and guite large pieces of land were

cultivated.

A ngmber of elderly residents commented on the free and éasy
contact which could exist between neighbours. 1If theré was
'illness in a household or an elderly person to be cared for, this
kind of help was available from neighbours and, 1in case of an‘

emergency, could be obtained quickly.

House doors stood open and children';an to and fro readily. An
elderly wonian recalled the days when,ias a small child, she lived
at the far ehd of the Bo-dorp and would be sent on errands to the
nearest village shop. On her way various elderly neighboufs would

often call to her from open dodrways, as they saw her pass, and

ask her to bring back items for them from the shop.
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"There would always be a warm koek or some
dried fruit or a sweet when you returned and a
nice smile and a thank-you from those o01d
people. We helped each other in those days.
But then we knew everyone and we did not
guestion whether it was a white person or a
coloured person who asked us. Now it is a long
way from Heuwelkroon to the shops and the
children still go down there for our old
people but the whites don't know us any more
and they don't often ask for help. Most of
them drive 1in their motor cars down to the
shop."

A walk through the village during the week reveals a large number
of houses which are shuttered and closed in the absence of their

owners. In the case of permanent residents, some doors do stand

open and occasionally a cyclist or an energetic walker passes,

but they are in the minority. Cars are parked outside almost
every  house now and more frequently they are used, as in urban

areas, when the owners want "to run down to the shop".

The character of the community has changed from one in which
agricultural interests predominated, to a less productive society

who are, on average, nore concerned with recreation and

relaxation., A few artists and sone craft-workers have lived in

the village over the past fifteen years but there is, as yet, no
€stablished "artists' colony”. There are, however, two gift shops
which cater for a range of tastes from patch-work to antiques and
from hand-made pottery to commercial bric-a-brac. These ventures
are designed to attract the visitors who patronise the growing
number of guest-houses in the villageiand provide an outlet for

some of the craft-work produced by local residents and others.

The economic emphasis‘in Greyton is shifting from ' regular to
passing trade and this, in turn, reflects the changing nature of

the local population and their requirements.
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"They come in their fancy cars and their casual clothes, when
they feel like it, but as long as they pay their rates, that's
okay !" one of the municipal cohncillors remarked. However, many
people bring food and drink'with them from super-markets in the
towns from which they come. One shop-keeper said bitterly :"They

don't spend their money with us!" Although this resentment. is
justified to some extent, another ldcal business-man said that,
in his opinion, there were too many shop-keepers in the village,

chasing what custom there was.

Growth without job creation.

These commercial enterprises are not labour intensive and reguire
only a small staff to maintain them in addition to the owners who
usually play an active role themselves. The farming activities,
which bnce formed the economic base of the village and involved a
large number of the residents, have not been replaced to a
significant extent with any substitute in the form of 1local
industries. Those <classified coloured have beeh particularly

affected by this lack of local job opportunities. .

For women there is some domestic work available in private homes
and hotels but, apart from the seasonal labour requirements of
farmers and co-operatives, the largest employers of local labour

are the Municipality and the Provincial Roads bepartment.

- The tarring of the road, which linksiGreyton and Genadendal with
the natiohal road near Caledon, is al%ost completed. During the
past six years there has been considerable up-grading and re-
surfacing of roads infthe district which, together with the
construction of a new bridge for heavy-duty traffic over the
Zonderend Kkiver, some few hundred metres upstream from the old

bridge, represents a considerable investment for the Province. It
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is, perhaps an indication of the importance which they attach to
the development of the area. Both Greyton itself, Genadendal and
the local farming community derive considerable benefit from
these amenities and it has been suggested by some informants that
Greyton and districtvmay be seen as "suburbs" of Caledon, should
that become a future growth point in the Overberg. This is viewed
with very mixed feelings by some perménent residents in the white
group area of Greyton who see this as a further threat to their

vanishing privacy.

In looking baék to the early days of the village, its comparative
isolation was an important factor in limiting its growth rate and
its economic cevelopment. There is still no rail link closer than
Krige, some 15 kilometres away and, apart from the two gravel
roads which wind their way across country to Rivierzonderend and
Villiersdorp, the newly- tarred road is the only approach from
the national road which links Cape Town and the Southern Cape.
However, the traffic on it now ié considerable and the rural

isolation which once characterised Greyton no longer exists.

There 1is still no road 1linking Greyton with McGregor and
Robertson to the north although the path across the mountainé has
been developed. The first tender of eight hundred pounds for a
foot~path through Boesmanskloof‘was allowec to Herbert Vigne in
1863. It was surveyed by the municipality in 1927 with a view to
building a pass but it was not until u938 that work on it began
"from the Robertson side. Twenty five thousand pounds was
- allocated for the road and at first convict labour was used for
its construction. LateY Italian prisioners of war from a nearby
camp took over the job but the complexity of the task had been

underestimated and the money ran out when the road reached the
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spot knéwn as "Die Galg". The project was abéndoned but in 1977
the foot-path was proclaimed a hiking trail and has become very
popular. More and nore people are exploring the mountain paths
which are so familiar to the people of the district. The
waterfalls and the deep pools by which the water descends the
,slopes are very beautiful and some indigenous yellow wood and
blackwood trees can still be seen, deep in the ravines. The
springs and water courses which used to be vital source of
irrigation for the agricultural economy of the wvillage, now
provide another kind of eéonomic asset for Greyton in drawing the
visitors whs £ill the hotels at weekends. The mountain slopes
above Greyton have been declared a conservation area and the
nature reserve at the eastern end of the village, with its
waterfall in an over-hanging kloof, attracts the 1less serious
walkers who do not attempt the trail. With all these natural
advantages, it is not surprising that property is at a premium in

Greyton.

Property and the profit motive.

Although a wide range of motivation exists .for investing 1in
property, whether urban or rural, a good deal also depends .on
opportunity as well as the availability and commercial promotion
of suitable sites. The presence in so small a village as Greyton
of several resident estate agents, and numerous others who have
visited the area from time to time during this period, is

{
t

significant. :

Allowing for the effects of inflation, there has been a dramatic
upward trend 1in the gross value of property éales in Greyton
during the period 1959 - 1986. This is due not only to the higher
prices being asked for property and paid by purchasers during the

past ten years,‘ but also to the ingcrease in the number of sales
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that have taken place. It is apparent that the market value of
property has increased sharply in proportion to demand. The
higher asking prices follow the rising property prices in ufban
areas, which have resulted from the decreased buying power of the
rand, but they are also inflqenced by successful marketing
techniques. As many of the more recent purchasers in Greyton are
from the urban areas, their perceptioﬁ of vélue is cohditioned by
town prices. The acguisition of rural property at somewhat lower

prices than those which currently prevail in town, 1is seen as a

"bargain".

This is emphasised, sometimes subtly and often more overtly, by
estate agents who promote sales in the village. because they
stress the capital value as well as the aesthetic benefits
aﬁtachéd to purchasing property in Greyton, it is difficult to
generalise about the reasons for the property boom which " has

occurred in the village.

It is difficult, too, to assess how many of the early buyers were
aware of the potential for future profit—takihg because there was
a certain amount of resistance from the people concerned to this
kind of inquiry. These included conveyanceré, estate agénts and
purchasers who had been involved in property sales and purchases

between 1970 and 1975.

- That there were some who appreciated ths potential, is indicated
by the multiple purchases made by somé investors, sometimes over
a comparatively short space of time. For example, it 1is not
uncommon for investor% to have owned more than three or four .
properties in the village at one time, while renovators might
have control over more than a dozen properties. Some of these

earlier speculators have properties which they have not yet sold,
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although sonie are sections of properties which have been sub-
divided. These large-scale investments by individuals and, 1in
some cases, by companies (large-scale, that is, in so small a
community), vary from overt purchases and subsequent development
of properties by renovation and the building of new homes, to
less obvious means of capital gain. Some purchasers have owned
and occupied several properties during their time of residence in
Greyton. Very few, if any, of these property-owners have not made
a substantial profit with each successive sale. Many have doubled
~and trebled their original investment, freguently without making

any improvement to the property.

For example, a property consisting of two plots and a cottage,
formerly owned by a person classified coloured, was acquired by a
renovator in 1973 for R300. After improvements had been made, it
was sold for R6500 in 1976 and occupied by its new owner for some
years. It was sold again in 1983 for R3&,000 to a person who
already owned a property in Greyton, who re-sold elevén nonths
later to a retired couple without any further improvements being
made. The price they paid was k57,000, which represented a
capital gain in the region of R15,000 for the seller in less than

a year.

Another case indicates that the up-swing in the property market,
occasioneg by the compeﬁitive marketing of properties made
;vailable by the implementation of t@e Group Areas Act, had an
impact on other sales in the village. A commercial property,
belonging to a person classified white, was purchased in 1983 for
R48,000 and, after somé cosnetic improvements had been made, was
re-sold in 1984 for R137,000. However, the new owners found that

they had over-extended themselves and therefore could not make
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this venture into a profitable éoncern. After ten months they
sold out for R130,000. They did not recover their costs but, on
the other hand, nor did they suffer a substantial loss as they
r.ight have done at that time in another environment. 7The latest
buyer appears to have faith in his investment because he has made
extensive alterations and repairs to the building which was in
poor condition. He has also acquired land acjacent to his
stanG and has built a large extension to his existing property.
This capital'investment suggests a confidence in the stability of
the local mayket which is reflected in the elaborate renovations

which are now being made to other properties in the village.

Although there was a general decline in the property market 1in
the Cape during the 1984/86 period, in proportion to the shortage
of ready money and bond allocations, there does not seem tb have
been a:corresponding decline in property sales in Greyton. Prices
dropped a little from the very high level of 1984/85 but business
in 1985/86 rerained brisk and although there were various changes
in estate agency representation in this period, there are still

several estate agents operating successfully in the area.

The property boom 1in Greyton has benefited estate agents and

conveyancérs from the initial stages when allotments were first
offered to the public after the inplementation of the Group Areas
~Act until the recent peak period. However, in the twelve months -
June 1984 to June 1985 -~ property %sales grossed Jjust under
K2,500,000 in Greyton and the commiséion on these sales was
divided amongst three agents. It is important to assess what this
injection of capital méans to Greyton village in real terms and

what changes have come about as the result. Has there been a

corresponding upsurge 1in population in proportion to property
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sales and has the economic development and social organisation of

the village been affected by these newconers ?

Planning for preservation or progress.

As it has grown, the village has developed a "centre" where shops
and the public buildings are located. The Council made a

successful application to the Cape Provincial Administration in
1985 to have the central area of Gréyton .declared a business
district 1in order to prevent the random development of shops and
businesses as in earlier days. The formal planning for this began

in 1984 when a municipal newsletter stated :

TOWN PLANNING SCHEME.

A start has been made in compiling a town planning scheme and
in order to save on expenditure, the planning is being done
in conjunction with and under the supervision of the
Provincial Administration. '

(Municipal Newsletter. No. 2 of 1984)

The planning issue had been raised several years earlier by the
residents and it is mentioned in the bi-monthly newsletter which

was edited for some time by a local resident.

Petition to keep Greyton peaceful.

A goodly number of residents have petitioned the Council to
zone Greyton into industrial, business and residential zones
so that everyone knows where they are and what they may do.
We are all anxious to keep Greyton as peaceful and relaxed as
possible. :

(From the Market-place: No. 12, May, 1980)

‘However, 1in the next issue of the newsletter, the following itenn
appeared:

Cur petition to the Municipality, signed by nearly 60 rate-
payers, urgently requesting the former to withhold the
issuing of business rights and industrial licences until the
municipal area has ‘been zoned, was placed before the Council
at its meeting on the 9th June, 1980. The following reply has
been received.

"I want to inform you that my Council has investigated the
matter and decided not to zone the Municipal area for the
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following reasons :

(x) All the erven in Greyton, except extensions 1 and 2,
have business rights because the original conditions of
sale don't make any provision for the contrary;

(y) keeping the above-mentioned in mind, it would not be
adequate just to do the proposed zoning on the plan and
then consider the nunicipal area as zoned, because every
plot in "old" CGreyton will still have business rights as
far as the law is concerned;

(z) to do the proper zoning'will inter alia include the
appointment of a town planner as well as the amendment
of the original conditions, etc. This will entail great
expense for the Municipality and my Council cannot
afford it at this stage.

Because my Council has an interest in the village of
Greyton ana its residents, I can assure you that the
Municipality will see that businesses, etc., will not
get out of hand in the village.

Signed by the Town Clerk.

~There has obviously been a change of attitude in the Council
about the guestion of planning whichvmay have been associated
with éhanges which took place after Council elections and which
coincided with the appointment of a new Town Clerk, not long
after the correspondence guoted in the néwslettefl The -new

Council seems to have overcome the problem of cost by soliciting

help from the Provincial Administration in this regard.

The 1980 newsletter expressed a need felt by the residents "“to
know where they are and what they may do" in order to co-exist
peacefully. 7This brings to mind the concept of community space
held by MNarris and quoted in Chapter 3. He refers to "a
resident's stamping-ground, where heéor she can say, 1 am known
and can find my way about. "Unlike residents of long-standing,
Nnewcomers in particular, lack that <clear definition and
understanding of their ;pace which comes with time and prolonged

occupation. They feel the need for landmarks and directives in

order to determine relationships within that space. Established
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residents know where they stand and some of the recent white
purchasers, who have settled on a permanent basis, have begun ﬁo
build up the networks which give familiarity and confidence. Some
of the week-enders are part of this demarcation process but their
participation, of neccessity, is peripheral. The displacement of
those who were classified coloured, left gaps in the existing
social order of the village and created the need for a re-

assessment of interests.

"In view of the limited nature of business development 1in the
village, it is hardly surprising that in 1980 the Council should
have given a negative reply to the residents' reguest for zoning
in Greyton. The present demarcation of areas for various kindé of
development in Greyton implies some more pressing inducement than
the residents' need for orientation within their "“space". Some
kind of pressure seems to have built up which demands
clarification of these 1issues and which has resulted 1in the

proclamation of business and residential zoning.

‘What business district 2

This 1s a question one might well ask in Greyton. The old trades
of blacksmith, carpenter and waggon-maker, which were essential
to the smooth running of the village 1in earlier times, have
disappeared as modernisation has taken place in all aspects of
village life.In the early days of the village, small shops were
- eéstablished at various points in the village where they were
needed and as one woman remarked :
"You went to the shop where ydu always got your things -
there was a shop quite near us in the Bo-dorp and all
the people round us went there. If you wanted big things
like a spade or some iron, you went down to the store
opposite the old school. He had all those things for the
garden and repairing. And if you wanted some wool or

some stuff for a dress, you went to Miss Babst - she had
all that. So you could get what you needed in Greyton.
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The general dealers whose stock included, as a matter of éourse,
farming inplements, stock feed and building materials, have
closed down. The railway transport trucks no longer visit the
village twice weekly as they did in the 1950's to deliver goods
and to pick up loads of potatoes, onions and other produce for
the markets in town. The diesel pumps which fuelled them still
stand on the corner opposite the Post House Inn but 1like the
post-cart and the ox-waggons which preceded them, the trucks are
gone. The wheel has conme full circle and the villagers once again
shop in Caleéon , or even further afield; but now they use the
bus service br their own cars and the trip to Caledon takes 1less

than 30 minutes.

There 1is only one general dealer in Greyton now and he carries
less hardware than 1in previous years and more soft goods and
foodstuffs. There are three other shops which sell a variety of
groceries and other goods, but the old style village shop where
sacks of food and fodder stood side by side and the packed
shelves carried an amazing range of items, half hidden in the -
gloom, are no more. Modern display fefrigerators and super-market
shelving have been installed to cope with the demands for frozen

food and self-service.

The quest for community.

ﬁuring the past fifteen years, in contrast to this modernisation
process, the perménent residents havé maintained the old market
square as a centre of activity. It.is adjacent to both the
Anglican and the Dutch Reformed Churches and it became a focal
point for village activities for some years as it had done in the
past. Its popularity waned for a while when there was

insufficient produce to keep it going.
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The Conservation Society has now provided a stall there with
funds they have raised locally and interest has been revivéd. It
has once more become a community gathering point to pass the time
pleasantly on a Saturday morning; a social rather than an
"economic" activity. According to local residents, it also lends
"character" to the village and attracts the week-end visitors to

Greyton.

The market place 1in earlier times undoubtedly had a social
si¢gnificance as well as a commercial function but its usefulness
as an outlet;for small producers justified its existence. The
position 1is reversed now with the consumer providing a mqtive ﬁo
re-establish the market form but for a different type of
commodity. The customer/dealer relationship has always over-
lapped to some extent but in the past, the members of the
~commnunity were all well aware of their respectivé - positions in
the village hierarchy. Today the market-place seems to represent
most clearly to newcomers the concept of commpnity space. The
growing popularity of the flea-market and car-boot sales in urban
areas, reflects a need for this kind of useful economic contact
at an informal level and the market-place at Greyton combines

elements of the informal sector with the need for communication

between residents.

It-is interesting that the’name chosen for the Greyton newsletter
Qas "From the Market-place". This qhatty monthly news- sheet
unfortunately died with its editor in.l982 and has not been.taken
over by anyone else. 1t kept week-enders in touch with 1local
events. It supplied ifdformation about arrivals and departures
from the viilage and provided those tit-bits of gossip which are

an essential feature of any small community where everyone knows
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everyone else's businegs. It represented a significant attempt to
preserve a facet of village life which must otherwise havé been
lost to many who spent only a small part of their lives 1in the
village. Its demise 1is part of the depersonalisation process

which seems to be taking place as the pace of change increases.

Changing attitudes or changing residential patterns ?

As this floating popuiation increases, the village as a "closed
conmunity" of people who are all well-acqguainted with ea;h other,
is disappearing. A contradiction exists between the ‘newcomers'
apparent desi;e for participation in the "rural way of life" and
the 2tenporary nature of this participation which most of them

experience. This nanifests itself in the preservation or progress

debate and the conflicting interests which motivate it.

As the number of permanent residents has dwindled in proportion
to the growing number of part-time residents during the past 10

"years, it appears that fewer people are involved, or even

concerned with wvillage management. As already mentioned,
relatively few of the recent purchasers of propetty have
registered as voters. I1If they vote, they do so 1in the

municipalities where they spend most of their time.

The number of registered municipal voters is under 130, less than
one .third of the total number of rate~payers. The majority of
. these voters are "ola inhabitanfs" of the village, members of the
fanilies who "belong to Greyton" and &hose ancestry can be traced

in the Village grave-yard.

Candidates are electeafto the council with 50 votes and others
lose with a total of 20 votes. Few can be said to represent the

majority of the total number of 438 rate-payers. Power is still
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in the hands of a few people and conflict rather than consensus
would seem to be the order of the day. The disparate interests of
the newcomers to this small society emerge in the disputed
issues. A councillor complained:
"There are people who don't want to hear cocks crowing.
"I didn't come to the peace and quiet of the countryside
to be woken up by bloody fowls." There are others who
don't want cows and donkeys kept because they're a
danger to cars! There are people who want pavements to
walk on and others who don't.
There are people who want the streets lighted at night
and others who say they can't see the stars because the
lights are too bright. There are people who want
bowling-greens and people who play tennis on Sundays in
short shorts just as church comes out. We've got people
who come here to drink and braai and we‘'ve got joggers
and health nuts and party people. Wwe can't please them
all.”
But they do pay their rates and there are rate-payers who expect
to be . kept up'to date with information in return for payment,
They also expect that their opinions should be given due regard,
particularly when these have been solicited by the nunicipality.
During the past ten years signs of conflict are discernible and
in 1984 the following item was tabled at a meeting of the Rate-
payers Association, which has an even smaller représentation of
interested rate-payers than the voters' roll. Many of the members
of this body are comparative newcomers to the viilage who feel
that they need to express their views.

Analysis of a gquestionnaire sent to rate—payers and
voters.

Residents and property owners of Greyton were given an
opportunity to indicate the future direction of Greyton
through the completion of a questionnaire sent to them.
The results of the analysis of this questionnaire were
sent to the council on 5 September, 1983. An extract

from this letter reads: "Questionnaires were adaressed
to 230 rate~payers as per the list of addressees kept by
the Municipality of Greyton. A total of 156

guestionnaires were returned. (67.3%)
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In reply to the prime guestion - Should Greyton ‘' remain
agricultural 1in its activities and rural in character,
or should it move towards urbanisation ? - 148 were 1in
favour of keeping Greyton agricultural and rural 1in
character and 8 were not in favour. On the issues of
street-lighting; sub-division of large erfs; sub-
division of the commonage; creation of further erfs for
township development; tarred streets and other trends
towards wurbanisation, the questionnaire reflected a
clear rejection on an averaged ratio of 138 against
urbanisation and 18 in support.
.The rate-payers concern about the preservation of agricultural
activity in Greyton would appear to be too little and too late,
even for those farmers who remain in the village. Preservation of
the agricultural and rural character is more than a cosmetic
exercise and reguires sound economic backing and motivation which

at present it does not appear to have.

The other "trends towards urbanisation" raise issues which have
recurred in interview data and some of these proposals appear to
have been implemented by the council. The item which follows

appeared in the minutes of a rate-payers meeting.

Special General Meeting of 8 October, 1983.

Two resolutions were proposed from the floor anc carried
unanimously. The first was a vote of NC CONFIDENCE 1in
the council for the manner in which it handled the
recent electricity extensions. Dissatisfaction was
expressed at council's neglect to meet with rate-payers
before committing the Municipality to large development
scheres. The second resolution proposed that council
should give notice of their intention to raise 1loans
exceeding R5000 by calling a meeting of all rate-payers.
Council was informed of these resolutions by letter but
it 1s clear that as rate-payers were ignored 1in the
past, so too will they be ignored in the future. This is
borne out by the following advert which appeared in the
fine print of the Cape Times of 28 December, 1983.

MUNICIPALITY OF GREYTCN - Raising of loan - Notice is
hereby given 1in terms of the Provisions of the Cape
Municipal  oOrdinance 20/1974 that the council has
resolved to raise a loan not exceeding K38,000 being its
share of the cost of a water supply scheme to
Heuwelkroon Coloured Township.
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Full details of the scheme including the details for the
method of financing the scheme are available for
inspection at the Municipal Offices, Greyton between the
hours of 9.3. a.m. and 12 noon on Mondays to Fridays
during the period 3 January, 1984 and 31 January, 1984.
Any objections to this proposal must be lodged with the
Town Clerk, Greyton before Friday, 3 February, 1984.
This item reveals a militancy and preparedness on the part of the
Association to engage the council. It is not surprising that they
have now carried their battle into the legal arena and are
disputing the 1loss of rights over the commonage with the
Province. This attitude coincides with the findings of Newby and.
others (1978), in which they noted that "because newcomers are
usually well-educated and articulate, they are not slow in making
their feelings felt.." (215). The final iten, also from the

minutes, reveals a sting in the tail of the Association and an

intention to use it.

Consulting Engineers' fees.

This Association has received a reply from Mr H.J. Kriel
dated 16 November, 1983 concerning the Consulting
Engineers' fees. The following was our reply:

This Association wishes to thank you for  your
department's investigation into the fees for the
consulting engineers responsible for the electricity
undertaking in our town. We accept the reassurance given
that the fees are in accordance with those published. in
the Government Gazette.

Rare-payers are of course not in the position to assess
these matters correctly as they do not possess all the
necessary information. Our letters to Council were not’
successful in obtaining information and our only option
was to address ourselves to your department to ensure
that the interests of the rate-payers were being safe-
guarded.

You have commented, sir, that this association should
apprise itself of the factual position in every
instance. Our ¢file of correspondence to Council reveals
that many letters were addressed to them, most of which
were not replied to. It is our contention that a freer
and more honest communication would also achieve that
other goal you mention, namely that we maintain a
healthy relationship with our Council.
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This was not the first occasion within the past 10 years on which
the rate-payers had expressed dissatisfaction with their Céuncil.
In 1977 they launched a full inquiry into the financial position
of Council and queried a number of items of expenditure,

especially in regard to the costs of proclaining new plots.

It was clear that the rate-payers had decided that. it was
necessary to keep a watchful eye on the interests of property-
owners and that they were not satisfied that their interests were
being properly represented. After a lively election campaign in
that year, during which substantial support was canvassed from
some "week—énders" as well as permanent residents, three new
councillors were elected to the council from the ranks of
comparative newcomers, much to the surprise of the long-standing

members of the Council who were displaced.

This 1is the stutf of which local politics are made and it is
evident that in 1977 the newcomers to Greyton made their presence

felt by this show of strength.

Ironically in the 1980's there is a growing feeling of alienation
and powerlessness among many of the people who bought property . in
Greyton in the nid 1970's. This sensation is now not only
confined to those who have been relocateé. Oone of the residents,

who came to Greyton about nine years ago, commented :

"The wvillage is not like it used to be. You walk down
the street and you don't know half the people you see
there. They are strangers. And the casuals. They cone
and picnic on your ground. When you tell them it's
private property, they get mad.

One day I went to open the window and there was this
wonan with her fnose against the pane, looking in. She
wasn't embarrassed. She just behaved as if I was part of
the scenery. She stepped back and took a picture of the
house with her camera. 1It's like being in a zoo. But
where would I find another place like this at a price 1I
could afford 2"
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wWhen I pointed out that perhaps the people who had lived in the
village before 1974 had felt the same way about the influx of

newcomers then, he looked thoughtful.

Perhaps an explantion 1lies 1in the comment made by another
resident,
"we came here because we waﬁted peace and quiet and the
place had that. We tried to fit in with the local people
and it wasn't all that easy. It took time. ‘There was a
lot of suspicion about "Engelsmanne" then. ANow it's
fashionable to come to Greyton and when you've had
enough of it it, you pack up and go."
Some of those who bought in the 1970's have begun to do that too
and by no means all of them had a profit motive in selling up. In

the ©past three years I have documented at least seven of these

sellers who have left the village because it has "changed".

This dissatisfaction with the development of the wvillage has
fuelled the preservation or progress debate although
tesponses vary. There are many who stand aioof and hope the
nuisance will go away and there are more active participants who

voice their disquiet.

Up to now there has been a lot of talk about preservation and
some action, but most of the action has béen expedient from an.
economic point of view. "0ld is beautiful" 1in Greyton and
it 1is marketable. Howevér, the conservation cause isA being
gtfengthened by the practical considqration that the village is
being over-capitalised and the land vélues exploited in the name
of "progress". There is now a émall but active lobby by people
who are disturbed by theé loss of natural resources in the process

of material development. 1In spite of soaring property prices and

sales, there is a growing realisation that the economy of Greyton
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is not a particularly healthy or stable one and the gquestion

arises as to whether the village is "evolving" or devolving.

Proyress is being shaped by forces outside, as well as inside the
Greyton community. Development is also being marketed and more

complex narket forces operate in this sphere.

The schism which has been created: between those <classified
coloured and those classified white has, 1in turn, created
problems which extend beyond the act of removal. An impoitant
guestion would seem to be whether the changes which are occurring
in attitudes and relationships are now more significant than the

actual changes in residential patterns which have taken place ?

Perceptions of apartheid.

In this régard Greyton is, after all, only a microcosm of greater
South  Africa. There are whites who reacted strongly - whenv
guestioned about Group Areas and the removal of people classified

coloured from the village.

"It was wrong. They should never have been moved from their homes
to that place. It was so unnecessary."

"For. years these people have worked hard for the benefit of the
village. The council got a lot of“money from therm in rates and
- taxes during that time. They should have supported them - not

helped to kick them out."
And there were other responses:

"There 1is so little one can do. vThe council had to do what the
law wanted. Its the samg with all laws. You may not agree with it
but you have to do what it says until its changed one day."

"I'm very unhappy about what's happened. But I didn't know

anything about it till I met one of the people who knew the
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owners of this house at the time when they were moved. I hadn't a
clue it had belonged to coloured people when 1 bought it. After

all, it's nearly 20 years ago."

0ld inhabitants also contributed:

"They never caused any trouble. They should have stayed. If that
man goes" ( she indicated the house Qf one of those «classified
coloured who has retained his home in the village), "I don't know
how I should manage. Wwe have known each other all our lives. 1If
anything is wrong, he is the one who comes along and helps me. I
don't know thése new people. He cultivates my garden for me now
I'm getting old. I need my vegetables to come out on my o0ld age
pension."

"This town would have died if it hadn't been for the coloured

peorle.Something has died in it now that nost of them have gone."

A retired woman who has helped elderly people to get to and from
the clinic in the village, said:

"It was a pity they were moved. I'm sure the Afrikaans-speaking
people didn't want them to go. They were useful to them. They
looked after one another - especially the old people. They didn't
really mix soéially - well, I don't think so, but they were
linked by their needs. And it;s worse now that there 1is no

resident doctor or. nurse here."

o Among the recent newcomers opinion; were more academic than
emotional. |

"The renoval of the coloured people was an error of judgement.
You see the Government %an just take the land for their purposes.
It's all wrong. And now they'ré opening up the place too much."

"The Group Areas were a pity. It has spoiled things for so many

people. In more ways than most of us know. And the coloured
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people don't really talk to you abou£ it - not unless you ask
"~ then and one feels embarrassed about doing that. It's better just
to leave it alone, I think."

"They're quite comfortable up there, you know. They have little
houses and it's not far from the village. I méan compared to
those places the coloured people were moved to from parts of Cape
Town. This 1is much better. They've séill got all this marvellous
fresh air and it must be healthier for the children. And I
believe there are some better places of their own, further up the

hill."

A rétifed man who had spent most of his life in the district,
said:

"There were all sorts of coloured people here, you know. Some of
them wére well-educated and superior, but others were very simple
and _lfved in very run-down little houses. Many of them: didn't
have money to cultivate their land. The beds had to stand on
bricks 1in some houses, there was so much water on the ground.
There was. a lot of drinking and a lot of sickness. The people
here now have money to look after their properties. 1 think the

place looks much better."

And 1indeed in the green and gold of summer or winter, it 1is
difficult to find an unkemnpt property in the sleek and well-
groomed little village. The "blood and sweat" of those earlier
farmers, working on their land, no ldnger characterises Greyton.
The hikers and the tennis players sweat as they engage in their
favourite pastimes but the rural work-place has become an urban

play~ground. f

The white group area now serves the needs of those who live

there. A re-structuring process has taken place over the past 15
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years which which is not limited to outward change in houses and
gardens. A woman who was born in Greyton said:
"The big change here is in the character of the place. In the

people.”

The o0ld man who bites the stem of his pipe and smiles  as he
recalls the snowfiakes of his childhood, flying like feathers in
his face, no longer exemplifies the villagers. The nanipulation
of people and place under the Group Areas Act has had far-

reaching and indelible effects.

A young resident of Heuwelkroon put the preservation or progress
debate into perspective.

"we couidn't afford to move back down the hill now even if they
let us do it. we'll never get back what we have lost. The best we

can hope for is something new."
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Chapter 6

The village "community”.

“Community, like sex, is a state of desire, not a state of affairs."

(Thornton, 1986:20)

The individual's desire for a sense of community with others has
stimulated much debate among social scientists who have tried to

define it iﬁ terms of mutual needs, common territory, shared

7
4

resources qna unity of intention and goals.

It has been associated with the human search for identity as part
of such a community, with the protection and security experienced

as the result of this common grouhd, both real and ideal.

The paradoxical nature of community presents a problem for
definition, hoyever, because as needs, resources, purposes and
even territorial claims change and overlap, or are manipulated by
those in power, "the community" shifts and moves in response to
these new conditions. Only in very compelling circumstances does
this nét occﬁr and usually the most constant feature of community
is 1its capacity to transform itself, or to be transformed 1into
something other than it was. Thﬁrnton comments :

"Communities seem natural enough, even
compellingly real, but whed we look hard for

them, they are always in the process of

dissolving before our very eyes.”
' (1986:5) o —_—

Greyton wvillage providés a case in point of the process by which

a perception of community on the part of the villagers is
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fostered by shared territory, shaped by mutual economic needs,
and finally disintegrates in the presence of legal and political

pressure.

To the observef, taking a long view of Greyton, over time, there
is a continuity in the re-structuring process within its social
and economic framework, which may bend where necessary to absorb
these adjustments but does not break down completely without some
crisis. A village may be, to some extent, "closed" to strangers
but newcomers do enter and are incorporated and, although their
presence is in itself change, the village "community" is usually
able to accommodate this and to transform itself in response to

friction or internal pressures.

"The rhetoric of "conmunity" often serves to obscure as much as
clarify the changes that have occurred. The word community means
so many different things to different people (that 1its use

fregquently adds to the confusion" (Newby, 1979:154).

As 1 have indiéated, village community can mean a settlement -
- people 1living together. This is a geographical expression, not
concerned with people. It can also mean the pattern of social
relationships between people within that geographical area. There
ié familiarity as they all Lnow each other and it is close-knit
rather than disparate. Then there 1is community used to identify a
pargicular quality of huﬁan relationship - a shared sense of

identity - and this is often referred ito as "comnunion".

Newby observes that this "meaningful social intimacy" is believed

to occur more frequently in a srniall society like a village. The
t

"decline in comnmunion" has motivated many of the references in

research and literature which looks back to a "Golden Age". It is
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the quest for communion which has idealised the agricultural
village - "the sweet Auburn" whose passing is mourned by Oliver
Goldsmith in "The Deserted Village". On the other hand there is a

danger inherent in this perspective which ignores the real need

which wvillagers had for "community". "They were imprisoned by
constraints of various kinds, including poverty, so that
‘reciprocal aid became a necessity". (Newby,1979:154). KRaymond

Williams also refers to this "active community which is at times

a mutuality of the oppressed" (1973: 104).

" The ideoloyy which 1is created, ignores in retrospect the
conflict, the deprivation, the family feuds, the gossip and the
mischief-making; it places the village outside time scales and
avoids - the covert rebellion against authority at 1local and
national 1level which expfesses itself in poaching, arson and
subversive talk in public houses and sometimes breaks out into
overt resistance, as it did in England in the 1830's in the
Captain Swing riots and in Pondoland in the Eastern Cape earlier
this century. 1In fact, if we look at the wealth of 1literature
about the small rural "comnmunity", we find evidence of internal

conflict and its outward expression, should we choose to do so.

An ola Greyton resident said with a chuckle: "The pot is always

on the fire and it's always close to boiling."

The idealised image of Greyton, which is presented to the general
public in the media for advertising purposes, emphasises only the
peace, the view and "nature on your doorstep". Photographs show
the cosy cottage and the implied cosy community. 7The expectation
is that here the native% will be friendly and that newcomers will

be accepted, if not welcomed, into this community.
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The preservation of power and privilege,

It 1is 1in the interests of those- who have power in a village to
foster a sense of member solidarity, which can be mobilised by
them to serve their interests. The <concept of "community"”
becomes, in itself, an instrument of control in that people

consciously preserve it and identify with it.

Herbert Vigne shaped the initial form of the Greyton “community"

and set up the protective "laager" of commonage around it for the

use of wvillagers and "bone fide travellers." Although the
ideal may ' have been an egalitarian society in which
discrimination played no part, the acceptance of privilege was ‘an
integral part of life at that time in the Cape Colony. Newby and
others have suggested that in the rural areas in Britain (from
which  Vvigne had emigrated), there was a concept, among land-
owners, of an "ideal village".

Ideally they worked to create an harmonious

and self-contained "organic community" within

which the identification of the "lower orders"

could be ensured. How many of these villages

actually corresponded to this vision must
renain in doubt.”

(1978:190) ' ‘
Perceptions of patronage and obligation are, perhaps, the penalty
of involvement in community. The attachment to territory, shared
resources, moral belief and purpose irply nailing one's colours
to a particular ‘mast and the power rests, not with the
individuals who make up the "commuhity" but with those who

'determine what form it will take.

Often this is the rgality of while the ideal of community 1is
represented as the organic changes which transform from within

and the growth which is initiated by its members.
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The map of Greyton village suggests a structure of dependence.
The design of the village is not symmetrical and flows along the
hillside, spreading out across the open space between the river
and the mountains which provide a natural containment for the
settlenent. The lei-water channel leads from the hillside to the
hub of the settlement - Mr Vvigne's residence - which was the
largest property in the village. The land of the allotment-owners
surrounds it and encloses it as the commonage encloses their

properties.

Herbert Vigne seems to have created a séttlement which does not
conform to fhe picture of an "ideal village" but is more 1like
the type described by Hobsbawm and Rude "in which a strongly
established 1landlord or occupier co-exists with a fairly small
number of owner-occupiers" (1971: 183). They suggest that, in
Britain, this genuinely "open parish" where all the land was in
the hands of small owners was rare. It is observable that in the
early days of Greyton village, until about 1910 when the village
became a Municipality, a large amount of land remained in the
hands of the vigne family and a few others who had bought into

the settlement to a substantial extent.

Although the Vigne family undoubtedly retained a position of
patronage and privilege as the "first family“ of the wvillage,
there was a kind of oligarchy made up of small farmers, artisans,
. shop-keepers and others who, as a V?llage Management Board, or
later as a Municipality, maintained some degree éf control over
the affairs of the village.

"....the rhythm and routine of village 1life,

the comforting ‘pace of the agricultural year -

immutable, irreversible and solid - were also

safe and supportive."

(Newby et al, 1978: 192)
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The village was organised as an "occupational community" of
farmers which was not unlike those in urban areas, centred on a
particular industry (e.g. the mining towns on the Witwatersrand).

"During the twentieth century the decline of

" rural employment opportunities, the drift from

the land, and the influx of urban connuters,

week-end cottagers and holiday home dwellers

to many rural areas has undermined both the

village as an occupational community and the

rural working class sub-culture which it

formerly contained."
(Newby et al, 1978: 193)

In Greyton this process has been complicated by the ideological
intervention of Group Areas which has forcibly removed those
classified coloured to Heuwelkroon, while only a small enclave of

white "old inhabitants" remain in the wvillage centre.

1t wquld be an exaggeratibn to say that Group Areas
proletarianised the marginal small farmers, because many of them
were already working as wage-labourers on a part-time basis, but
it wundoubtedly speeded up the process just as their remocval from

the village facilitated its repopulation by newcomers.

Eow .do the ©people who now live 1in Greyton and Beuwelkroon
perceive "their village"? Who are the "outsiders" today and to
what extent have the newcomers been incorporated into the social
and economic organisation of the -village ? How <can the
contribution of these newcomers to Fhe village be evaluated ?
These are some of the guestions whicﬁ are raised by the changes
which have occurred in the village "community", if it is possible

to describe the population of Greyton as such today.
f

Ambrose (1974) is one of those who reflects on the advisability

of usin the term "community"™ which, "b over-use and over-
¢ y y
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definition", 1in his opinion has lost its relevance for .serious
analytic purposes (165). He examines instead the usefulness of
the term, "local social systenmns", as discussed by Stacey (1969),
which has a good deal in common with the views of Pahl (1970),
Bell and Newby (1971) and Marris (1977) on this 1issue. It
attempts to draw together and resolve some of the problems of

"community".
'

Stacey refers to social systems as "a set of inter-related social
institutions, concerning all aspects of social 1life, familial,
religious, juﬁicial, etc. and to the associated belief systems of

each" (134);

Following from this, "a local social system occurs when such a
set of inter-relations occurs in a geographically defined
locality" (138). This opens the way for "localism" as a less

value-laden term than "community".

Although the emphasis in Stacey's approach would seem to be on
the relationship between people and the social structures 1in
which they are involved, the inter-personal relationships which
"community" involves are not overlooked. Social change must be
seen both 1in _the context of those who initiate it and of the

human lives which are affected by it.

Stacey also comments on the significance of power relations and
time in the discussion of any socialgsystem. She suggests that
not only the institutions in which p;wer is vested are important
but also "the processes of their operaiions...Processes take time
and the dimension of;time 1is, therefore, essentiél to the
conceptualisétion of any social system" (141). Sudden

intervention 1in the way in which these processes operate, will

produce radical changes and even break-down of the social system
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and, in Greyton, a dislocation of the 1local socio-economic

process has resulted from such intervention.

For the people classified coloured, the loss of agricultural land
under Group Areas, resulted in a significant modification in
their local social system. At the same time it was coupled with
the pull of the urban areas towards‘more_ lucrative' employment

opportunities than the rural areas had to offer.

As 1 have noted in earlier chapters, there are still a few large
farms in the:surrounding district but some of them have passed
out of p:i?ate hands into company ownership. As agribusiness
becomes a reality among local farmers, they have stream-1lined
their labour practices and cut down on their work force. Greyton
continues to provide a pool of farm workers which is drawn upon
seasonqlly by farmers, but from a much wider area than in
previous years. As more and more rural labourers are being drawn
towards the towns in search of regular work, farmers are forced
to travel further afield to recruit labour. This local dependence
on wage labour, usuallyf far fron. home, together with the
repopulation by newcomers, usually from urban areas, are the
faétors which have ;ombined to modify the local social system and
nake Greyton no longer very isclated or even very rural,

"In any locality study some of the social

processes we shall want to consider, will take

us outside the locality. 1In any case it is

certain that locality studies cannot stand on

their own." '

(stacey, 1969:145)

It is essential to relage the local data which is gathered to the
national pattern. In this sense the in-migrants to Greyton

provide a link with the framework in which the village is located

just as the out-migrants extend, 1local networks beyond the
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village. The dialectic which is set up between rurai and urban
areas by this oscillating population produces vsomé
contradictions. The village may vary considerably as a centre/of
social activity for them and may represent only one point in

their complex social network.

A large proportioh of the Greyton population appear to be taking
part in some rural conjuring trick - "Now you see them, now you
don't 1" At week-ends the village is transformed. House doors
stand open and people walk to and ffo in both the coloured and
the white group areas. Cars cruise up and down the wvillage
streets. Week-enders arrive in the village to enjoy a break from
routine. Men and women who work in town are at home with their
families in Heuwelkréon and vitality is restorea to the villagé.
But if is only a week-end warmth and on Sunday evening, 1long
queues  forni at the bus-stop and the week-~enders pack up and

return to their week-day homes.

"Action space" - that area which we know well because ‘we move
about in it regularly - has enlarged enormously during this
century _and continues to do so. 1t makes a paradox of the term
Group Areas,  and the implicit boundaries which must be crossed
and re-crossed repeatedly by those whose "“action space" extends.
beyond those boundaries._ Anbrose explores this increase in

"locational mobility":

"The advancements of technology which have
enabled us to transmit information guickly and
on a large scale have been matched by those
which have enormously facilitated the movement
of people. The ability of almost everyone to
buy movement, either in private or public
transport, has fundamentally affected the
distribution of jobs, and of people in
relation to them."
(1974:17)
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Social networks are becoming less locality bound and less close
knit. The criterie for membership of the local social system
which 1is Greyton, are becoming more and more ambiguous as the
floating population increases and the cleaveages become more
apparent. Stacey also has this to say :
"when the number of migrants into a locality increases
there must be a critical point at which the increase
will place such a strain on the system as to prevent its
previous operation. In this case, if the system
continues, it will be in an altered state.
There must be a further critical point where such an
influx would destroy the system altogether.
It is pertinent in view of the recent influx of new purchasers to
consider these propositions very seriously. The newcomers bring
with them their perceived ideas about their "village in the mind”
and in many there is the realisation that by their presence, they
they are destroying the "real" village. As Oxford (1981) says:
"The village life which they find and
participate 1in, 1is 1largely one which they
create themselves. The real village may or may
not exist. As long as there is enough of it
left to maintain the image, it does not really
matter." (222)
Questions of preservation or progress are irrelevant when they
are viewed 1in -this light but they remain a talking point in
Greyton. The permanent newcomers often find the committee table

is a more powerful means of assimilation into village life than

the more personal bonds which take longer to establish.

What has been lost in Greyton ?

Some losses are quantifiable in terms of the appropriation of
assets such as property by one section of the population at the
expense of another. This loss is magnified by subsequentvre—salé

ana profit-taking by the new owners.,

185



other losses are not so easily assessed. A loss of "community",
for instance, can only be evaluated in terms of somewhat less
tangible evidence, particularly if there is some doubt as to its
existence in the first place. I guote again from Williams (1973)
in this context:

"In some places an effective community, of a

local kind, <can survive in elder terms, where

small free-holders, tenants, craftsmen and

labourers <can succeed in being neighbours

first and social classes only second. This

must never be idealised for at the points of

decision, now or then, the class realities

usually show through. But in many intervals,

many’ periods of settlement, there 1is a

kindness, a mutuality that still manages to

flow" (106).
I think that, 1in Greyton before the implementation of the Group
Areas Act, there was a perception of this kind of "community"
anong the villagers, who exercised their right to make decisions
in the matter of class, whether it was based 1in status or

economic standing, while taking account of the varied origins and

affilliations ot the local population.

Eefore race classification was rigidified by legal and political
means such as the Population Registration Act, the people of
Greyton mgde their own decisions about social distance; about who
was "family" and who was not; about whether this should be

legally recognised or unofficial.

In another context, but neverthelesseappropriate here, Strathern

says:

"To wunderstand kinship relations one must
look, not only at the tracing of 1links but
also at how 'they are shed, not only at
networks being activated but also at cut-off
points" (1981: 146).
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In a small village it was comnmon knowledge where kinship ties lay
and 1if they chose to ignore certain links anc recognise bthers,
these were optional choices and not imposed by outside forces. In
earlier days when boundaries were not as distinct, nany families
had marriage 1links with people now classified as belonging to
"another group" anc their descendents are now divided by this

racial classification.

In fact thére are cases in the village where menbers of one
family were «classified differently and the "white" menbers of-
such a fanily were able to purchase property from people who had
been classified coloured. Such cases exist in the 1list of
property sales between 1970 and 1975 (Appendix B). They were able
to benefit by the arbitrary nature of the race classification
where to "be accepted aé a white person" could be a determining

factor.

An aged man, classified white, who had lived in the village for

most of his life, conmmented:
"Man, these people want too much, too soon. When you
work on the land, you have to let things take their
course. This is a land reaching out for labour but there
is no one to put their hand to it. The old Greyton 1is
finished now and they cannot make it come again.
Thoéé old people are all gone like Cupa - only his horse
walks around the village looking for hin. - but she will
not find him." ,

That old man has also died and when he was buried, his relatives,

{
those classified white and those classified coloured, some of
whom live in Greyton and some of whom have noved elsewhere, stood

together at the grave-side. The problern of the "in-betweenness"”

, t
of the "coloured people" is revealed on occasions like this.

Western refers to this "in-betweenness "which Whites have always
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realised they can exploit to their advantage" (1981:311), until
the gquestion arises: will they (the Coloureds) be with us (the

Whites) and against them (the Blacks) ?

heuwelkroon does not provide a persuasive argument in favour of

an affirmative answer to this question. There is no enhanced

sense of "Coloured solidarity" among Heuwelkroon residents.
"we're trapped 1in this place. PMost of us are too
occupied working out a way to survive as individuals
that we don't have time for group solidarity. And anyway
the "Group" has bad vibes for us, you know."

They are trapped between blackness and whiteness, dependence and

self~sufficiency, visibility and invisibility.

Mor is there any positive identification with the "white group”.
No more, that is, than the blood ties which link them to local
farilies, who are classified white. As Whisson expressed it:

"The policy of apartheid has been successful

in creating self-sustaining barriers which

make group attitudes of suspicion more likely

and individual non-racist attitudes less

likely."”

(1975:75)

Two guestions emerge as central issues 1n assessing the

iniplications of the removal of the people classified coloured

from the village.

To what extent have there been changes in the balance of benefits
accruing to anyone as the result of the relocation process ? And
to what extent has this ideological intervention changed

relationships as well as residential patterns in Greyton ?
t

In his "uncertain conclusion" to his study of Group Areas in

Greater Cape Town, hestern states:
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"Group Areas were introduced by the Whites for
the whites. It is clear from all that has gone
before that the Wwhites have benefited 1in
various ways, as in business and real estate.
They have also gained a measure of perceived
security 1in the sense that the Nonwhites and
their problems have been put at a distance."

(1981: 309)

This distancing has been extraordinarily successful in that a
large section of the population of South Africa have become
invisible to other sections of the population. As one of the
regular visitors to Greyton remarked on a sunny Saturday

afternoon - "where exactly is Heuwelkroon 2"

There are some questions which are unanswerable but this 1is a
question which can be answered. I have been there - 1 'héve
climbed the hill to Heuwelkroon and walked along the stony
streeﬁs. Heuwelkroon is not a village in the mind. It does exiét,
like ﬁany other marginal settlements at the edges of country
towns all over South Africa. The people who live there experience
the mutuality of those who live on the margins of society in

Group Areas.

Not only those classified coloured but all those people who have
come to Greyton in search of "community" have been disadvantaged
by the Group Areas Act. This is expressed most conpletely in the

words of those who were threatened with removal.

"At this moment there is no place where the Coloureds
can live and make their living in the same way that they
do now.

In 'all the years a spirit of good neighbourliness has
existed here and still continues.

¢

(Extract from the petition from Greyton Coloured Rate-
payers to the Department of Planning: 1/12/64 )

189



The 1loss of land and livelihood is felt by those people who have
been deprived of it, although it nay benefit those who now

possess it.

However, the loss of that spirit of good-neighbourliness is felt
by all those who live in Greyton without the right to 1live

within one local social system.

There are now two geographically defined areas in CGreyton and
therefore, from this perspective, two local social systems, each
with its "own affairs". This, presents problems for the social
scientist. As Thornton observes: "In attempting to define the
parameters of society, and by reporting as accurately as possible
what he sees, he paves the way for those who would wuse this

knowledge to control and destroy" (1986:6)

Attempts are made by individuals in both Croup Areas to keep in
- contact with one another but that contact must transcend an
essential separation - an invisible but very tangible boundary..
This boundary 1line is defined, too, by disadvantage and the
bitterness of 1loss and paternalism has little to do with the
social distance which now exists betweem those cléssified white

and those classified coloured in Greyton.

The social scientist 'who uses these terms in good faith to
interpret human relationships, however accurately they are
defined and motivated, places an instrument of justification in
the hands of those to whom it fs expedient to emphasise

differences rather than similarities between people.

The changes in residerdtial patterns which have occurred since
1969 represent a legal entrenchment of what had been a matter of

personal decision.
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The changes in relationships which have grown out of "separate
development" over a period of more than 15 years are, to a large

i

extent, irreversible.

"The o0ld Greyton will not come agaih" but the new Heuwelkroon is
a figment of the rhetoric of apartheid. It 1is a camp for
displaced persons who are conscious of having been "pushed aside"

with a consequent sense of frustration and distress.

The plea of many invisible villagers remains unanswerable.

"Laat die erwe van ons vaders die erwe van ons kinders bly."

"l1et the lands of our fathers remain the lands of our children."
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i0.

11.

QUESTION SCHEDULE.

Birth place.

If not Greyton, when did you come to Greyton?
wWhy aid you settle/ why are you living in Greyton?

For what periods of time are you away from Greyton?

Marital status?

Children?

Schooling?

Residential history in Greyton.
Relatives: in Greyton?
Elsewhere?
Employment history: Current?
Previous?
Significant changes in the village?

Impact of Group Areas?

-
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CENSUS FIGURES FOR GKEYTON FRONM 1910 = 1980

Total population

Year Race Males Females Total Males Females Total
1910 (W) 122 135 257
339 414 753
(Col.) 217 279 496
1921 (W) 202 256 458
(Col.) . 219 279 498 425 536 961
(Bl1l.) 4 1 5
1936 (W) 241 245 486
4 ; 491 532 1023
(Col.) . 250 287 587
1946 (W) 223 259 482
(Col.) 291 315 606
: 518 576 1094
(As) 3 2 5
(Bl.) 1 - 1
1951  (w) 201 250 451
(Col.) 237 274 511 441 527 968
(As.) 3 3 6
1960 (W) 190 206 396
(Col.) 259 249 508 452 468 920
(As.) 3 3 6
- 1970 (w) 168 179 347
(Col.) 249 241 490
428 431 859
(As.) -4 10 - 14
(B1.) 7 1 8
1980 (W.) 126 135 261
(Col.) 238 200 438
367 340 707
(As.) 2 fs 7
(Bl.) 1 - : 1
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Ert numbers

Name of owner

10
13
14

16

17
18
19
20
22
23

24

54
55
56
57
59
63

163

208

Arnold
van Neel
van Graan

Banton

Carelse
Duminy
Duminy
A.Goodall
Benjamin
Saville

Giddion
{ Comm.Dev)

M.Constable
M.Constable
J.Hendricks
M.Carelse
M.Carelse
Cookson
Cookson
k.Goodall
H.Goodall
H.Goodall
W.J.Fourie
L.J.Coxon
J.Williams

) ¢
Moravian
Church

A.Juries

Purchaser

Year of

sale

1974 "du Vin

1971 Gawronsky

1974 A.Acker

1971 New Apostolic
Church

1973 Schneeburger

1973 van Schalkwyk

1973 van Schalkwyk

1975 K.Schneeburger

1974 K.B.R.

1984 K.Erasmus

1979 Hadden

1975 M.Jennings.

"Price

R2200
R300
R1700

R565

R350
R1200
R250
R1260
R1500
RSOOQ

R1500

R3500

(not affected property)-

(not affected property)

1976
1575

1973

1973

1975
1973
1972

1977

1982
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K.B.R.
D.welsh

P.Pickworth

P.Pickworth

| de villiers

de Villiers

de villiers

(affected
property)

Dyssel

K200
R1500

R90
R300

R50
R500

R250

R4000



Erf numberx

Name of ownerxr

'

211
212

213
216
217

219

273
277

278
296

362

414

438

462

465
468

467
486

487

—\) 491

492

|

H.C.Goodall
J.Juries

J.Juries
E.Abrahams
J.S.Coxon
J.Hendricks
(Est. Morgan

Diedericks)

;D.Jduries
" (Est.J.Cloete)

H.C.Goodall
(Est.Januari)

J.Jduries
Osman
J.G.Erasmus
(deceased)
W.koux

Ww.J.Fourie

J . E. Dumas

Delport

(Court order)

Fick
(Est Vvlught)

F.Roux ( Buys)
W.Roux
H.S.Solomon
T.Driver

Derelict t
(Conm.Devp)

F.Driver

Date of Purchaser
sale
1977 Courtney-
Clarke
1975 Hadden
1975 .K.B.R.

1978 . K.B.R.

(owner in possession)

1983 Ress

1973 Beukes
1975 " Mellor
1974 Mellor

(owner in possession)

(no cross writing)
(affected property)
(case 33)

1972 Pretorius

1977  Bowen-
Jones

1975 Foster

1974 Chase

1970 Comm. Dev.

1973 Hadden

(Owner in possession)
1975 Rutter
(affected property)

1980 Oakes

(owner in possession)
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Price

R4000

R2200

R2200

R2000
R750
R600

R1400

R4G00

R1000

R3100

R2300

R2750

R2000

R1200 i

R3000



Ert Number Name of owner bate of
sale
495 S.j.Damons 1972
497 J.hHendricks 1972
498 W.Roux . 1972
(Est G.Driver)
503 M.Gapad (owner in
504 F.Driver ‘ 1984
(Est T.Driver)
505 M.Gapad. (owner 1in
506 A.W.le Tier 1970
~ 516 gﬁDriver
518 A.w.le Tier 1975
~—4 519 F.Driver (owner in
V\[?:—)_(o‘ ; *Brlver, et e o (o querw_l n .
R Rt e
™ 523 T.Driver 1970
o~ 524 T.Driver 1970
—~{ 527 T.Driver 1970
528 J.D.Fourie 1969
(Est.F.Roux)
— 562 C.Driver 1971
571 J.D.Fourie - 1969
(Est.F.Roux)
572 du biel 1972
(Est Fourie)
575 W.J.Fourie 1972
576 R.Uktober 1973
579 P.Juries 1973
580 Daniels 1975
583 W . Roux 1972
584 R.Oktober 1971
587 Mohlamnme 1970
589 R.Oktoberx 1972

Purchaser

vVermeulen
Pretorius

vermeulen

possession)

H.Noy

possession)

L.Patterson

(owner in possession)
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C.Chase

possession)

L.Patterson

G.Uys
Comm Dev.

Coetzee
Fish
Garb
Foster
Sepp
Hamond
G.Uys

" Kotsakis

Price
CErice

R1700
R1000

R1200

R7000

R500

R6000

R1800

'R360

R750

'R300
R1000

R1000
R1200
R2000
R1750
R600
R350
R320

R350



Names of heads of households who owned property in Greyton: 1969.

Erft Numbers.

A.E. Abrahans 216, 580.
C. Abrahams 216, 58U. (inherited 1969)
J.P.Arnold 10.
F.Banton le6.
J.Benjamin 22.
L.M. Buys 486 .
M.Carelse. 17, 42, 43.
F. Cloete ' 273.
M. Constable 25, 26.
L.J. Cookson 52, 53.
J.S. Coxon 59, 217.
S.J. Damons 495.
J. Danjels 580.
G. Delport 465, 468.
C. Driver , 562,
E. Driver ' 528.
F. Driver 494, 519, 520.
G. Driver 498.
T. Driver 491, 504, 523, 524.
J. du Biel 572.
S.J. Dumas 462.
J. Duminy ' 18, 19.
| G. Erasmus 362. | %
R. Europa no cross writing.
A.S. Fick 467.
J.D. Fourie ' 528, s71.
w.J. Fourie 57, 438, 575.
M. Gapad 563, 505.
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Exrf Numbers.

P. Giadion 24.

A. Goodall 20.

H.C. Goodall 211.

J.A. hendricks 497.

J. Hendricks 39.

L. Januari 55.

A. Juries - 208.

D. Juries _ 273.

James Juries : 212.

Japhta Jurie; 213, 278.

P. Juries 579.

A. Le Tier - 506, 518.

K. Mohlamme ‘ 587.

D. Oktober 589.

K. Oktober 576, 584.

G. Cdendaal 489 (no cross writing).
A. Osman 296.

F. Roux 486 (died 1969).
W. Roux ' 414, 483.

A. Saville 23.

J. Schultz 50.

J. Seconna 492 (no cross writing).
H.J. Solomon 490.

S.7. van Graan 14.

C.V. van heel 13. i

J. williams 63.
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P. O. Box 8825,
Johannesturg.

T
17th. April, 1867

Director of Local Government,
Cap2 Frovincial Administration,
tule Zt.,

Cape Town,

Dezar 're. Tindele,

¥y attention has teen drewn, to &n zdvertlcserent plsced In the
Caledon Venster of March 17th. g1V1ng particvulars ol:out a
proposed sur-dividéion at Greyton.

1t is descrited &s Greyton Msent, voorheen deltevreuen end
the applicent 1= the IFunicipelity of Crevton.

Cur: you please sxpluin what =1l this means? Surely the
Greyton sutr-divisicn has beern done years ago? Cr iIs this an
application for the sub-32ivision of that bilt of stony hillside
which the M@nlclpality suszested us a "desirstle" group ures
f'or 1ts Coloured people when the inquiry took place?

I can essure you that £11 my constituents in the area are
agog with this aZ ivert teczuse none of them feels he has any csvse:
&t all to trust the Creytcen lunicipuality as fer as race relations
are concenned and they =211 suspect (probutrly wilth grod c&use)
that something is in the wind.

Flezse let me lrave the dope ~n ttris, so thet 7 cen advise
ry psopie uaccordingly.

Yours sincerely,

_ 0. D, ¥ollkein N P C
F.Se Ple:se note termporary : '
addross., 1 s all be here

till 10th. ixaye.

REPRODUCED FROM A DOCUMENT
IN THE POSSESSION OF THE UNIV- . : ‘ .
ERSITY OF CAPE TOWN LIBRARIES V ' :
FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES. ‘
{
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ROV INSIALE ADMINISTRASIE
AN DI KAAP DIE GOEIE HOOP

mOVINSIALE GEBOU. WAALSTRAAT, KAAPSTAD

IQADRES: POSBUS 659. KAAPSTAD

>,rf

TELEGRAMADRES:
TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS:
+PROVADMIN®

: R AU L [P
PROVINCIAL  ADMINISTRATION
OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE

PROVINCIAL RUILDING, WALE STREET, CAYE TOWN

POSTAL ADDRESS:' P.O. BOX 659, CAPE TOWN

~ Colonel 0.D. Wolneim, M.P.C., Teaemone 41-315! . 193
¢c/o P<0. Box g8e2s, . | ' o
JOI{ANI‘TESBDRG . ’ ‘ ln::;v‘;yxoc:(. AF. 17/1/88. ‘» RN

L- ] A

5 -5-

Dear Colonel Wolheim, -

 PROPOSED GREYTUN TONNSHIP.

.

© - copies
- the propo

as you will no

Departments

In reply to yO
of Plans Nos
sed new Qo

ur

. AF.17/1/38A an

April, 1$957, I attach
B which clearly depict

enguiry of 17th

1ourec towaship at Greyvton.

The application stems from the local
_— ot te from the plans,
.27 7 and economic erven as well as a
. -gize for sale 10 1
‘fme laycut plans have been
sor comment and on

vunicipality and,
provides for sub-economic
nuanter of erven of largsr

\erscns wWho wish to erect their osn houses.

referred to interested Government
receipt of their replies will

";i'be submitted to the TownshipsBoard for consideration.

I might mention

tnat the period for the 10GEInNg of

" objections against the township terminated on the 17th

April, 1967.

lodged with my office by

c/o ¥r. Frank Driver,

representzations will also, of course,
Poard in due course.

 Townships

N

Yours faifhfully,'

Before this date representations Were

Belastingbetalers”,
Greyton. These
we laid before the

the "Nleurling
Crescent Street,

GOVERNIENT. : =% ,

. URS/PK. DIRECTOR OF TO0CAL
. L ot
preRGUCED RO A DCCUMENT

IN

THE POSSESSION OF THE UN!V-

ERSITY OF CAPE TOWN LIERARIES
FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES.
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L o~ . P

tese Box 1475,
Cap= Towne
15th ¥ey, 19076

J2r it - [(‘/

Cxer rProvocsd Colevyad Towgshis = Crovion

dre Tindele has be.n good cniowgh Lo ;iv: e poztic.
;v 10;:05ed sub~civisglon {oxr the csliouresr group Inras
townshl; of Creytone His rofzzetce i fole 17,178

Unfortonctely tre fimei cete for oijectisne torminetec on the 17tk
1, 127, Ly atte:ticn hos only 3¢

REFAS s only secently bsan wrewn. t2 this metier,
er€ it wos not -csiible to suniit xvirese:t;-luus'witﬁin thet tire,

it wo. 1d & car [yom the mapr thet tie aree (rc osed -1 tie
exloured oxcur. corres: onied with the sryes :I2 nsed suue tive bach fox
rycclezetinn a5 @ aloured Group Are: and w.len fcimed a2 sibject ol en
dnvestioption by tie conmittee ol the Lepaitent of Flonning under e
cheirnonshin (] boclieve) ef Ixe Tosloge.

Very sirang reconizer aatians a.ainst such vroclenctisn cere maae

By the loial representativos and mys-li on the grounds theti-
(2) Toe arec considered is very high lying

iL) Tiere is .o too 308l whatesov

€Xe
T {c) Te eres is so,sto;y thet it is Srrossible
4o ;ut even ¢ Ioxk irto the grounce

¢} The nizh above Rivicrs:qoerefd
Erossible tﬂ cravitate wzier
#hur I2I Crinling or fc

L4
&
rrigstion purycses.

I wish zles to craw sttentiosn to tae Sact thet tioze ls nz need
-dhf'sa*v=x Tor & housing scheme In Groydonhe 4 rncoC @wany nousne :in the
existing villoge are stwercing e : Ty #nd undci ;dede In any ez te
calourut pecple were settlac in the doamsni; el Goeyton long brrore avslirgle
whlte r-Ison ap;earec ol the scene onn o2 SRitos are tre S filtraters Lo

in this insience. Ve FS

REFPRODUCED FROM A DOCUMENT 10 feee
IN THE POSSESSION OF THE UNIV- : .
ERSITY OF CARE TCWN LIBRARIES

FOR RESEARCH FURPOSES.

207



. TP, | PR r -
2

. If thore iIs t7 be a sub-division for the coloured grdup and the
geed for it con be proved then 1 consider thot first cloim w.ich tle locsl

toloured residents have wouid be the sub-civision within the boiders of

“the township wheye there §s fertile soil and vhere wister can be brought

without any Cifiiculty. - : . ‘ ’
I trust that your board, in consicdering this applicaticn, will
bzar the above moints in nind.

Yours foithfully,

O.D.  YOLIHZIN. M.P.Ce

S ettt i gt b e

Copies sent to:

— --Tha Secreiary, Township Beard, P.0. Box 659, Caps Towne
The Dirzctor of Loczl Government, P.DO. Box 659, Cepe Town.

Yire Frend Driver, Crescent Street, Crevton.
Hr. Bertie Mever, Constitution Street, C:lecon.

RLPRODUCED FROM A DOCUMENT A

e IN THE POSSESSIGN OF THE UNIV- : . S
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Insake: . : 2. 30,

Re: 6,&?}/70 N coiouren TQWNC&WJT@KOP@S&‘G)

T ACRIVOWLEGE _RECGPT OF \ouk  ORTETION
raTED 1S MAY [ é?’ AN MHAVE TO  jNEOLn? yo;} )
TidraF \/a; 2[R LLECE N 7 /ONME HAVE RBEEN (NereD

’/—oﬁr' [NOECTCR e [F L3 GO EENWIUEILT -

g
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,' , . Crescent Street,

' GREYTO!,

PR

22 nd lay,1967."
Dr O. Uolllicim,
P.C.Dox 1475,
CAPE TO:M,

Dear Sir,
T want to thank you hearti v, on behelf of the reople concerned, for the
. . » )
keen interest you have tezken in our welfere,
We thank you'too for the recommendaticns you have nade againct the pro--—

clanmation. 7Te did have vou in mind as the one to surpori uc in this cace.
2 3 P

Thenking you again,
With kind regards,
Youre trul
uly, REPRODUCEDFROM,KDOCUMENT
IN THE FOSSEssioN oF THZ UNiIV.
ERSITY OF capz TOWN LIBRARIES -

a2

F.Drivers FCR RESEARCH PURPC3ES,

e e e gt
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CLED " OF _TRANSTFER, s

"."BY VIRTUE OF A powsn OF ATTORNEY. ”/’é
'*—?‘—-‘? Sl -az,..:_‘, ;'ji“j- Bnim by
£ . Edoard Bull,
T - . Eoubrgwzer.

g tn{;nm 1t mMAy LOTILLIT,

EDWARD [-IULL ared kefore me, Acting * Registrar of Deeds, he, the
uly - a.uthomed thereto byaPower of Attorney, granted
\‘

of . Drme 186 /, and drawn up at

Qd’/a

i &z/ in the presence of, and certified by competent

R oces, which Power of ey was exhibited to me on this day;—and the said
7ARD HULL, declare that his Principal, the said

)

d that he, the Sfid EDWARD "HULL, in his capacity

iag truly and legally an
g itormey aforesid, did, ese presents, Cede and Transfer, in full and free Property,

Fuliand on bebalf of

ER—

eom, or Assigns, codawid od Al ﬂ/
4 1“)73/004 U l/AﬂJW%‘
,W/ ﬂuw oo Mee wmu //@//'Tz(/m
/ MCuu 127 /f&/ ﬂﬂlttﬁé{[ﬂ?/é |
by b1 8- f;z/d Sl by L1175 A
U7 ol ot Gt Lokt
4 ///A (teediexe? ]

: ‘, Hexm, Executors,

u.;ZE 'J /4'/ ‘J Loy c/éua/tl
&/mf/a/; ato ¢h¢[2i&) uf/ﬁ afire /%
// //{L/67 2/ %CNM//Z /«”//
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'j é The above Dzagram repreaents 446 —— Square roodg, /12C- —

%uare feet of Land, bcmg Lot No. /i Block - C/— of the village
) f Greyton, situate in the Divpision of Caledon, Fieldcornetcy of Zwart
Rwer. on the Farm Weltevreden, transferred in favor ofHerbert Vigne,
on_the 21st day of December, 1846.
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ep hlt kznnzhk aan almal toie it mag aangaau?
;i s GEOFFREY HART- ~DAVIES,

hﬂ Yoor my, Registrateur van Aktes, Hy die gesegde
DOorhk gemagtig deur 'n volmag uitgevoer te
R 2ﬁ4ste»

dagvan CKTOBE

LT THOMAS ARTHUR DRIVER

gebore 11 Junle 1896
Eekleurde Graep,
g :

Tag, .l s ’
130 8cteken in die teenweordigheid van getuic ooreen
*-on js; :

Y

Opgetrek deur my, .

CALEDOQON,

Traruportbesorger

Komparant synde .
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En dic Komparant het verklaar dat sy voorscgde Prihsipaa]
werklik en wettiglik verkoop het op  24ste Oktober, 1969, en l

in sy hoedanigheid as voorsegde Prokureur, deur hierdie Akte, ;:esz—i"?‘
getransporteer het in volle en vrye eiendom aan en ten bchoewe van

SYDNEY HERALD BATT

gebore op 30ste Desember, 1915,..

~ Blenke Groep -

sy Erfgename, Eksekuteure Administratcure of Gemagtigdes -

1. SEKER stuk grond geleé in die

:ﬂuﬁisipaiiteit van Greyton,
. Afdeling van Caledon, synde

Exf 527, GREYTON,

GROOT: ﬁrieduisend; Seshondexd Ses-En°

B 3

=WHITE-GROWP=
BLANKE GROEP
t

(3,666) Vierkante Meter;

U TSTREKKENDE soos meer volledig sal blyk uit die Akit
van Transport met 'n Keart No. 3164/1899 aangeheg gemaak ien gunst

6. Driver op 21 November 1B95, No. 9383, en twee latere Akies VZ°

¢

Trensport, die laaste waarvan gemaak ten gunste van Komparani €

Prinsipaal op 1 Oktober 1962, Nr, 14241;

¢ ONDERHEWIG ean die voorwsarces waarna verwys word 0

g

gesegde Akte van Transport gedzteer 21 Novembex 1899, No. 93LFi

P -

- I -’/“"
S S A 4 e i

p———g § s 2L
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BLANKE GROEP

2. SEKESR stuk grond geleé soos hierbo,

synde Exrf Nr. 524, GREYTON,

GROCT ¢ Drieduisend, Seshonderd

9%

Ses-en-sestig (3,666) Vierkante

==Y

Meter;

3. _SEKER stuk grond gele& soos hierbo

- synde Erf No. 523 GREYTON, \

| GROOT:
7

Drieduisend, seshonderd ag—en—sesti1

(3,668) Vierkante Meter;

WHITE GRoUP

ﬁ%ﬂﬁ@ﬁ soos meer volledig sal blyk uit die Akte van Transport

iff3§t aangeheg gemaak ten gunste van J. J. Tesselaar op 22

* 1584, No, 271 en latere Aktes van Trénsport, die leaste

~

}:"Sfﬁaak ten gunste van Kdmparént se Prinsipaal op 1 Oktober
1a2y; . {

.~ CNDEAHEWIS aan die voorwesardes waarna verwys word ip

| BLANKE GROEP
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* @eleshalwe die Komparant, afstand doende van al die Reg ¢a

e

voorsé, het hy ook tengevolge daarvan, sy voorsegde Prinsipaal erkcn -

onteien van, en nie geregtis op dieselfde tc wees nie; en dat, kraziar
Akte, dic gesegde transportuemer -

reg wat sy Prinsipaal voorheen gehad het in gesegde ciendom ter k.

sy Erfgename, Eksekuteure, Administrateure, of Gemagtigdes, =
voortaan daarop geregtig sal wees, ooreenkomstig plaaslike gewooate: - -—
' di¢ Staat egter sy Reg behou; En cindclikR erken sy Prinstpazi. |
- T Koopsom op bevredigende wyse ontvang ol verseker te hé, ten bedro: :
|1 som van- ‘ R B
w0 eenpulsen G kD_RAND_(R1E00)
MR RER. IR
IRY
i EE D \ NEN { )
atgt o vER | 4 \AT\ : l .
cify o cLdE AN ' S \
SURRIC S B 1y _ : 1
LRI § S ::.r\: ‘
[ SR : S . : - . < .
; ‘; =< % P L2t fAs getuic waarvan, het ek, die geseede Registrateut, tesam: 'f
AT B S - ¢ Komparant, hierdie Alte onderteken en met die AmpseEl laat bexragi:..
Sy oorbe ! 2 . i|" ALDUS GEDAAN EN UITGEVOER, aan die kaptoor van i
éz R Ee oo teur van Aktes, in KAAPSTAD, op die > - R
¢ x5 S A =2 o5 die maand B GER SV in die jaar van Onos?. @
4:1_.“;:} : ;_ r‘ N ) S duijsend NegEhonderd en Sewentig (1970) a "‘-;"
D RS A o : o
Hia e :
Y |
i C .
TR In my teenwoordigheid,
Do , A
¢y '
i {} ‘ ; - Regxstra(ellf Ve B
SO X1 _ ‘ -- 3
! :‘ Geregistreer in die QJ{I . Register A '
i, : VR
- 4 e -
: ! van _ﬁ!’:"{'f’_j‘.__. Boek Al fotio. SR
H pXW]

2 ’ -;J’(“ ;\l'_— - i . :
sl . S qu—b {1 ) .g?\j ?ﬂ\‘ . -. ,v = z

[y

Klerk in Bevel
X )

[ S S —

T 1

(Vir Verlande, kyk op Jie eerste bladsy hiervan)
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By /'Y seepreos VERKLARING. it
h TN . i)

e B e teses Van vaste eiendon) o

" Ek/Gnac SYPNEY, EERAID, BATT, gebore

30 Desember 1915, -~ L
....ou-..-....),(:,...,,.%......,.,,,,‘ -‘

verklaar hiermee onder eed wio
Ek/fers is 'n 1id van.di BLANKE) groep S e—

78005 omskryf in Wet r. 36/66,)s00s gewysig, R 1

of enige Proklamasie daarkragbens. S

o

{ NS 4

. . R ) A . :"i~ g :

; GETEKEW en BESDIG te Purfrerid \
! fhierdie fcg}ég van Ze 10 o L
-1970, deur die—Verklaarder wie
{ erken het“dat hy/sy met die inhoud B L
[ -¥an hierdie verklaring vertroud is
:en dit verstaan. E.
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MUNISIPALITEITGRE Y I ON'MUNICIPALITY

DIENSTETARIEWE VIR 1085/1986

1. BIBLIOTERK
1.1 Aanvraaghoeke t= 05c per boék sal verhoog'na 10c per boek
1.2 - VBoetes t~ 'is 10c per week of gedeelte van n week 4
1.3 Kennisgewingbord t-= 20c per kennisgewing vir h kennisgewing van 2 weke
2. EIENDOMSBELASTING‘.
2.1 Vanaf 1/7/83 t= 1,75c in Qie'band~6p'grbnd én.éeboue,
--2.2 ‘ " Vanaf 1/7/85 - 2,0c in die rand op grond en geboue
3. . . LISENSIES
B9 3.1 Fietslisensies t= R1.00
' 3.2 Openbare Bestuurspmte :- 'Rl0,00f»
3.3 ' . Hondelisensies : . “i o .
. - . . Gekastreerde reunhonde en gesterlliseerde tewe ,‘ .lj RS5.00
' ' -Nie—gekastreerde reunhonde én tewe _ S o . R15.00
Meer as een teef ‘ S .. R30.00 per teef
_Pensioenarisse en persone ‘met h 1nkomste van ;"_  . : - . .
minder as R3 000.00 . : G ~ . .S0c
4., -  MEENT A , - '
- 4.1 . Hout stukkies " := R3.00 per 100 vir die eerste 500 o -

. (venaf 1/7/85) = daarna R2.50 per 100"
o S : dit wil sé, R27.50 per 1000 en AVB

Hout permitte vir persone bu1te Greyton se Munisipale gebied - R1.00 p/vra;

4.2
‘ 4.3 ‘Huur van Kraal ° _' :f Vir . 'n kraal van 30 meter x 30 meter = R12.00 p/
% " 4.4 Huur van weiding van 24 Jan.‘1983 ‘
4.4.1 vBeeste en perde © 1= Ri0. OO per Jaar of gedeelte
4.4.2 . Donkie ..~ 1= _R12.00 per jaar of gedeelte
4.4.3  Skape S t= - .50 per Jjaar of gedeelte
.Die maksimum getal diere wat met toestemming van die raad aangehou mag‘ L
. word "= 6 beeste en of 2 perde of 2 donkies : -
4.5 1Waterblomme - " := R2.50 per sakkie

4.6 SANDTARIEWE
'~ Ligte afleweringsvoertuig tot 3/4 ton
afleweringsvoertuig bo 3/4 ton - 3:ton
Vragmotors bo 6 ton R1.00 vir elke addisionele _un bo 6 ton

R1.50 pér ton
R3.00 per ton

i 222 T | - | y



S,
S.1

PARKE, ONTSPANNING EN KAMPEERTERREIN

Kampeergelde

1. Dagkampering

2.  Oornagkampering

s f3. Vakansieganger

10.2
10.2.1

10.2.2(

10.2.3

10.2.4

(Kampering meer as

“tw

" REINIGING

) Vulliéverwydering' t-

Vullisverwydering :-
‘Vullisverwydgring -

. SANITASIE

"Pomp van tenks

Emmers in Uitbreidihg

- Emmers by bouers en elders
" in die dorp

.

SKUTGELD

:—- Opvoedkundige groepe - 25c per persoon, per dag
t— Ander - R2, 00 per voertuig per dag

“plus

. Ander, vir 2 persone .

ﬁlué

1 nag)

Huishoudelik
Besiphede
Tuinvullis op

" Enige ‘dier vir .een dag in skut $—

'.STADSAAL :

.Huur van saal - Belastlngbetalers
" Ander aansoekers oo

‘STADSKLERK/TESOURIER

Rente op uitstaande gelde is betaalbaar teen die standaardrentekoers

“Enige voer of aanja gelde is ekstra .

:— Opvoedkundige groepe - R3. 50 per tent of karavaa

per nag
D= 25¢c per persoon per nag

R3. 50 per tent of karavaa

. per nag '

' '=_.R1.00 per persoon,
" wvir elke addisionele pers
. meer as 2 persone, per na
- R3.50 per tent of karavaa

per nag-

‘ 2 . . —
1 x P.W. . 'R22,00 per jaar
2 x P.W., . - R44.00 per jaar

aanvraag ' R12.50 per vrag

IRIO.OQ per vrag”

" R3.50 per maand

R15.00 per maand

* R5.00 peh dag of gedeelte

R 5.00
R10.00

wat 26% beloop vanaf 1 Julie 1985 PN 394/1985 dateer 7/6/1985

Dit is ook van toepa551ng op :- Hondebleasting
- Eiendomsbelasting
Uitstaande balanse op grondverkope

Bouplangelde.-

Administrasiegeld t.o.v. tydelike struktuur - ' o= R10.06™

Administrasiege%d t.o.v. klein veranderings -

nure, swempoele, dameetjies, ens. = R10,00
Administrasiegeld t.o.v. nuwe geboue en o
aanbouiings aan bestaande geboue = R25.00
(a)  Plangelde vir eerste 10m’ of gedeelte = R10.00
(b)  Bo 10m' word bereken per m' of gedeelte daarvan @ R1.50 p/nf

Boetegelde vir bouwerk

sonder planne

22%
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- 10.3 Standaardverordening insake verstrekking van inligting aan die publiek -
o . PK 371/1982 dateer 28/5/1982, ,

(a) Ten opsigte van die nagaan van enige inhoudéopgawe van n rekening
" . wat nie in n diensregister is nie- = R2.00

“(b) Ten opsigte van die nagaan van énige.ihhoudéopgawe van h rekening
" in n diensteregister (b.v) water, sanitasie, reiniging, diverse skulde,

elektrisiteit ens.) . - = R1.00

5(c) Vir insae in enige akte dokument of tekening of besonderhede in
'~ verband daarmee ‘ : = R2 00

{d) ‘Vir die verékaffing van enige sertifikate van skatting of van uit-
" staande gelde teen eiendom, met uitsondering van bnlastingsertifikate
'ingevolge artikel 96 : 4 = R2. OO '

i‘(e) Ten opsigte van nasporing van inligting waar n geld vir sodanige na-
" sporing nie by (a), (b), of (c) hierbo voorgeskryf word nie:- "~~~ .
Vir elke uur of n gedeelte daarvan - = R6.00 -

e i e cn e n e e e e e m—

= 'R16.00 p/m

45 ampere',' e
_-h' R22.00 p/m

60 ampere

12,2 Bésieé' : Driefase - 45 afipere . .. = RA43.65 p/m
S : . : - = RS58.20 p/m
12,3 " Basies : Grootmaa  R3.80 p/m

= 8,0c per eenheid

~12.4 - Eenhede : Hqi oudelik en be51ghede

. "12.5 _ Tenhede Grootmaat 4,5¢c per eenheid
<:’ R 12;6 f‘Aaﬁ§i;::;ngs‘é Nuwe = werklike koste plus 10%
IR ‘ _administrasiefooi e .
Heraansluitings . ... _ ... ... ...= R3,00 -~
.}ﬁfgﬂ_,;rf‘f'”fﬂaﬂwwmn L ) : . .
~*.13. WATER
13.1 Huishoudelik | | - .
% .. Basles ' R3.00 per maand
s . vanaf 0-20kl word bereken vir elke

k1l verbruik @ _ ' «16¢c per kl
"bo 20 kl word bereken vir‘elke ' , . -
- kl verbruik @ - .25¢c per kl

13.2 Besproeiing . o : . -
: Basiese heffing vir alle watererwe ' o
wvat n verbruik van h half—uur per week
vir water insluit ¢ ' R6.00

Daarna vir elke uur ' R6.00 per uur

"14.  “OERTUIE

Huur van trekker met bossieslaner en bestuurder .. R35.00 Jer uur
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| Tarfef- Aanvraag- Vaste geld - kVA-geld kwh-geld'
“ | kode perk per maandAiR) (7/kVA/maand) (c/kWh)
e YTy 1. : )
Skaal 1-'=;.4529,, il I sl Y1300 . - 8,0
E Kleinnaat,‘,1,w o) 1(B) 60 A-1F . i Qu-e® - 8,0
' 7.Hu15houd~l1k-1 s e, : o . - s
. A o
' ' ..
* skaal’ 2._ﬁ:'u,,‘“ -2 A; 40 A-IF 28-00 .. - 8,0
. Kleinmaat Besigheid | 2(8B 60 A-1F - 36-00 . - 8,0
" . (enkel en driefase) | 2(C) 40 A-3F . 56-00 . . . = - 8,0
"~ en driefase huis- | . 2(D) 60 A-3F - 72-00 .. . . - - 8,0
. houdeldk - .- .. | - S R Lo |
C R I S e v
Skaal 3: I3 ‘ Groter = - e oo T 12-100 4,5
Grootmaat | - ' as 40 kVA - ' O :
‘ | L
Beskikbaarhewdsge]de .R1Z_ 00 per . - ‘/?"fﬁqjh
' l'Aansiuitingsgelde 'a)]Tot 60 A édkelfase : R450-00;1
' - 'b) Tot 60 A driefase : R700-00 -
-.l'i *’;\ B _
R = e s Q.

’5“01verse Ge]de

'~ ‘a)‘-Tydel1ke afsluiting en heraansluxtxng Besdekge]d van‘ﬁlS-OO plus heraan-

~ Sluitingsgeld van R5-00,
‘b)' Dienébproepe: RIS-OO. | ‘
é)' Inspeksie en toets: Eerste inspeksie en toets: Kosteloos
- j' ‘ Verdere inspeksies en toetse: R30-00
d) ;Spesiale meterafles1ngs R10-00 =
. e) ‘Deposito. Driekeer die bedrag van gemxddelde maandelikse rekening.

812/.....'._' .. ?.x'
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What a Joy it is to be in Grevion at this time of year;
crisp—cold mornings and nights and swiny-still days alive
¢ with the many sounds of winter chores. The 53.5% mm of rain
- we have had this month ¢nd the mediterranean skies of this
Tinal week of June must surely meke for beauvtiful bulbs and
a sturdy growth cf all newly planted things, Here‘s hoping
2

the Hzmerkops recently seen aren’t omens of much wetter weather
“te come -~ which they usually are, ‘
Oh well, there’s lots ‘to think about even in the rain, 0162
people are ccming forth with good ideas to keep us from
fretiing about skylabs and petrol nrice hikes. For instuance,
how zhout getiing =zway Irom your worries by Jjoirning a
CYCLING CLUB, and pedalling to freedom and fun? hrs. Betty
Fourie would like to form such a Club foxr tiips to cee the
. flowers und anything else of interest. S0 if this appeals
- to you, pleuse address your enquiries to her at the hotel.

And whit a2bout PLANTING A TREE to beautify our villege? This
is an ideza of Dave Steward's whno is a fundi where trees and
N plants are concerned. He would love to sce & street tree-
o planting project undertzken. He suggests that anyone who is
’ willing to might donzate a tree, plant it, then ask the
Municipality to maintain and water it for a year, After that

it would be up to the donor to watch over its welfare. He
wovld start the ball rolling.
°  And speaking of the Municipality, did you know that it is

organising a COMPETITICN among the Coloured people for a meme
for their township, and already has a list of names submitied
by the residents,; some very poetic, isome very fumny.  Anycne
who bas been up to the Uitbreiding will auppreciate the sensce
of humour of. the residents who submitted "STONE VIEWY" and
WWINDIHEUVEL”,  The Mayor has donated K10 as a prize for the
winrer. ,

¢

.o —

HANDY #ITH a HALMKER

. Arthur

willinge to
Stand back

Gregory whom we weltomed Lo Greyton las
undertake carpentry werk of any deserip
everyone and give the mun i
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Well, we've hzlf way throuzh what, up to ncw, has been ths
coldest winter for a long time - according to some, and mzybe
they're right if the anthracite bills are anything tc go on.

But it's still gorgeous. There is no "grey" abtout Greyton.

It's a blue, golden/green place and perhaps if we're lucky in
September we will ve able to 2dd 'white' as well,

Yes, for many of us it is easy to rejoice on good-weather days
and tec feel that indefinable thing called hcpe a2s we plan and
plant and keep ourselves warm in the security of our homes.

But 1t isn't so for some and while this is neither the {ime nor
plaze to dwell on the greyer side of Greyton, we ask you to sparve
& thovght for those whose plannming., planting and peace have beer
disyrupted by the "necescary® transferal frocm their homes to
othcr accommodation beczuse of space problems. For them ‘hope!
must seem like a fairy word with little substance. e can only
~ask that in future our neighbours in the uitbreiding be .allowed
te live their lives as peacefully as possible, without vpheaval -
and with houpe, Which brings us to the next point. '

COLOURED TOWNSHIP GETS ITS NEW NAME

Thz winner and the new name of the township, resulting from the
competition we spoke of in our last newsletter have veen

anmounced, The Towmship will now be known as HEURELKROON and

the winner is PETER DAVIDS the Greyton postman and messengelr.
Perhaps if the Municipality placed a notice board in the shape

of an arrow at the turnoff to the Township on which was painted

or carved in bold letters - HEU®ELKROON - thoe term Uitbreiding
would graduelly vanish and it would help to characterise the place.

PROCESSING PLANT IN OPERATION

Food-freeging operations are now being carried out at the
“Oaks" Farm just outside Greyton bringing welcome employment to
sonne of cur Coloured women foll:. There is a strong possibility
that the plant will be moved to Greyton itself in the near
futura, f

227



BIBLIUGKAPHY.

AMBKCSE P.

1974
GANS H.J.
1962

HOBSBAWL  E.
& RUDE G.

18975
HOKRELL .M.
1978

JOKDAN :Z.

1972

KRUGEK b.

1966
LEWIS C.

1951

MAKAIS J.S.

1957

MAKKIS P.
1977

NEWBY H.
1979

"The Quiet Revolution."

Chatto and windus, London.

"Urbanisn and Suburbanism as ways of 1life."
Human Behavior and Social Processes,

H. Rose (ed.); koutledge & Kegan Paul,
London.

"Captain Swing".

W.Ww. Norton & Co., London.

Laws atfecting race relations 1in South

Africa."

S.A.I.R.R., Johannesburg.

Karl Marx,

Nelson, London.

"1he Pear tree blossons".

Moravian Book Depot, Genadendal.

"Life in a VMNexican village. Topotzlan
re-studieda.”

University of Illinois Press. Illinois.

"1The Cape Coloured people".

Witwatersrand University Press, Johannesburg.

"Comnunity as Ideology".
Paper given at the School of Architecture and

Urban Planning in the University ot
California, Los Angeles.

"Green and pleasant landg".

Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, England.

228



NEwbY H., BELL Cer

RUSE D. &
SAUNDERS P.

1978

PAEL K.E.

1968

PATTERSCON S.

RAUILX J . VQ‘ -

1953

KEES w.L. & L.

1892

REDFIELD k.

1930

SCEHMIDT L.K.

1956

SEAKP J.S.

1977

STACEY M.

1969

"property, Paternalisn and Power".

Hutchinson & Co., London.

"Readings in Urban Sociology"”.

Perganon Press, London.

"Some speculations on the structure and role
of the free people of colour in the Wwestern
Cape." in Studies in African Social Anthro-
pology, Meyer Fortes (ed.).

Academnic Press, London.

The development of the coloured community at
Genadenaal under the 1influence ot the
missionaries of the Unites Fratrum. 1792 -
1892.

Unpublished thesis, UL.C.T.

“lhe life and times of §Sir George Grey."

RHutchinson, London.

"Tepotzlan - a Mexican village."

University of Chicago Press, Illinois.

"A short history ot Greyton".

The Moravian BbBook Depot, Genadendal.

(Later published as part of a short history
ot the Dutch Keformed Church in Greyton}).

i

"Comnunity and Boundaries".

Unpublished Doctoral thesis.
t

"The Myth of Community Studies", in British
Journal of Sociology, vol. 20, 1.




STINCHCOMEE,

1962

STRATHEKN M.

1981

ThOKNTON R,

1986

VCN HCGLDT K.

1979

WEST M.E.

1971

WESTEKN J.

1981
WHISSON M.G.
1969
WHISSGN M.G.
1972

WILLIAMS K.

1973

1964

"Agricultural enterprise and rural class
relations", American Journal of sSociology",
vol. 67, ho. 2.

"kinship at the Core",

Canbridge university Press.

"The reality of community".

Unpublished conference paper.

"Let the past speak", Unpublisheda transcript
of a tape-recording made in Greyton as part
of an oral history project for the Dept. ot
African Studies, U.C.T.

"Divided Community".

A.A. Balkema, Cape Town.

"Outcast Cape Town".

Human and kousseau, Cape Town.

"Suspendea Sentence".

S.A. Institute ot Race KRelations.

"The Fairest Cape“.

S.A, Institute ot Race Relations.

"The Country ana it he City."

Chatto & windus, London.

Race Kelations Survey,

S.A.I.K.K., Johannesburg.

230



Papers ana Documents.,

WOLLHEIM O.D. Personal correspondence relatinyg to Group
Areas.

Archives of University of Cape Town.

'NEWSPAPELS: Cape Argus: 26/1/1965; 26/1/1968; 25/9/1977.

Sunaay Tines: 14/8/1977.

CAPE TCWN Miécellaneous Documents: vol.I11l, 1795 -
AKCHIVES . 1805. No. 211. |
GENADENDAL General Documents: 1850; 1851;

AKCHIVES

Daybook Genadendal: 1843; 1854.

Misc. Papers guotea in Kruger and
Raum and subsequently examined by myself.

PAKLIAMENTAERY Master and Servant documents and Addenda.

PAPEKS . - Cape Town: 1849.
NEWSLETTEKS Greyton Municipality: 1977, 1984.

"From the Market-place": 1978 - 1982.

Circulars and minutes of the Greyton Rate-
Payers Association: 1983/84.

231



g JAN 1287

CADASTRATL

DEPARTIMENT VAN LANDE

i OPMETINGS RAAD

m DEPARTM

ENT OFf t ANDS
SURVLY ‘BOARD

NCAVANI S RI7

P>
LI €

_MOLE

49

N RIVIER
Cdn 0 21
TN

T

L: e D O
£ __

S.u_a_/,
iz I

LANG GEZOCHT

v ) T 5

8 15092

34

KANON BERG
Can 0 1C 2

oo

|
.

3
BOSCHMANS WKLOOF

len 0 i &
S 358

137,
L WJUSTINTIME

s 138

KADASTTIRALE SERIE

N o a4

-n

Gon Q€ 26°

3 ,
ROEN ia ERG 7

res e

o ol gy A0

i
l
i

\\ S8 py L2
i € r K - e I"‘:( ; — 1.§5 —
DR OE N T L O <
e :
ZILVERMYN

LY

e U a ;
- . LE AND WP a7 {
s GENADENDAL | AGLE Leno we !
sube Loy 5 Sausyf7 : AP 10637 54,8 i
s Taad : 650,
i JAGERSBO: 0 5,’3. \
' & P f 1
it e GCENAZDENDAL Pt
Sssse 28 ‘
v (AP
39 S
_ GENADENDAL apesAEBITI] -
i . | a_.' -
| MHESHON—STATION o
b 160- ;o - j 1 3
—_ —— U e B s tena e SICRIEES S l -
| |
!
' 3
I’
\\ . . I
~ h
svly AN !
\ i Oan SENE .
. wrs A gen: ™.
N \ LA PPISEN !
: \\\ .
\\ l 2 : - -
—rainf i AN
I D e \\ ; P /
\\ ( > // s
~gg001 | & 5imars Kop ™, \ . ) / Popdl
h . 3] - g e 4
N . ase 2 208 ,
“ i
a4 . 3 me
. L, .2 4
- N e ” ' w2 /.',t 29 / .Y 6 I8
i . v &2 PN ! '»_\
. £y L1s 2 v‘I/ H B \
SN 127 : EORE ) ' Y S
> ~C OUDE, BAK OVEN | ! PP O~ Ny
FEERRE S . i R ! LN B A T R SR ons
. . ‘ Yoo ae 132" \ :
~- . Soso a2 \ -
. 29 # - weg o
— #H . \\ < oy o ot e ) DWARS KLOOF s
W e ~ - o an I8 ‘. * o ke :. cen y .
. : .16 Y
POWKILS WRAAL : i oD
i ¢+~
- . o .
J \, / P
\ 1 £
' \ \ LA ZINTV
\ , .
i . \ K ; .
' e ~ S -
~ , .
hURILIS . ~ ’ o
\ ~ P - e e e A AR e e O
[ T

Se s !
135V
2ECROC JAGT !
»s up IN20

3 avmcr &

.0z

a el

S50

!

|

t
tas
ONTVREDE

140
MATJES GATT

Se 316 14
Se ;,(a a8

| .
!

o
.92 136 Dol

141
A0S DAL
| VAR
"
e
o
£
‘;
00, 3
- 0= Jie -~
‘\. ) .
N i td
A 2ad
PP
sy
PN

ELSEN KLOOF

Sa g 6 8 e
Con/t P . THE
S /6055 anad A
T sy ’ 7 ae0s
" g . .
/’ - A
- Bha -
LISMR. i s

~r 5 E
-
; o

/

ALF2AD

t

148
HARTCOITST  WRAAL
w3 S P
U J b
f.0 INSIST ;
oo i

~
’ + &L s maa
o 3 wo, ot
v S , e ML
N e e \






