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Living in the 21Ist century, the advancement of telecommunication and jet travel has turned
our world into a global village. Consequently, now we are facing a new crucial modern-day
challenge ‘mesh and collision of cultures’ and as a result, cultural fusion. Following the
growth in ease of transportation and escalation in immigration in order to seek change and
better future, individuals go through a process to adapt into their new, unfamiliar, and
changed cultural environment (Croucher and Kramer 2016).

The inclusion of two completely unique cultures, in addition to several positive up bringing,
including contribution to richness and diversity of cultures, ethnicities and races (Sastra
2009), can also negatively influence these people and as a result trap them in a dispute
between these cultures (Sastra 2009). This can also cause isolation from the surrounding
environment and leave them uncomfortable with doubts and ultimately presses them into
a crisis about their identities. This confusion about identity and self-questioning results in
creating numerous stresses that can impact the mental wellbeing (BHUGRA and BECKER
2005) which sooner or later can lead to severe anxiety or depression.

Although at the beginning of this paper | felt somewhat exceptional from my associates,
during my various research and studies, | discovered a new term ‘TCK' that stands for
‘third culture kid' and refers to a person who spent a significant part of their developing
years, away from their country of origin (Carroll 2019) which is equivalent to my
experience and circumstances. As a result of these cultural fusions, shifting situations and
constant change to adjust to the changing environment, we may start questioning our
values, beliefs and be left confused about who we really are.

Since we do not entirely fit within our country of origin, nor at the host country, we may
transform into ‘cultural chameleons’ (figure06) as a system to blend in with our surrounding
environment. These constant changes can leave us with a sense of confusion which can
lead us to an identity crisis (Rustine 2018). It becomes our responsibility to break up these
cultures and their complexities in order to find our new identity (Sastra 2009) or else,
remain in doubt and fail to establish our roles in the society.

The world is getting more globalized and the number of third culture
kids is rising; it is becoming more crucial and necessary to pay more
attention to this community and allow the benefits of being a TCK
outweigh the negatives by allowing us to explore our new identities
and unique capabilities.

figure 06.

Third culture kids in order to fit within their new
community transform themselves into cultural
chameleons. However this can leave them
uncomfortable and confused about their identity




The term ldentity crisis refers to the confusion about one’s social role where they start
to question their sense of self or place in the world (Cherry 2021). Everyone questions
their sense of self at some periods of their lives but a significant change or a traumatic
experience can affect these questions to impact daily life (Cherry 2021), hence making
it a very important transitioning stage of life.

As Cherry explains (2021) there are methods which can be practical as a coping
mechanism for working through identity crisis, such as exploring your beliefs and
interests or reconsidering your goals to establish your own identity and ask the right
questions to find the righteous path, yet the most important way is to find the support
and an appropriate community that shares mutual sentiments. A good social group can
provide a sense of comfort and influence how well you cope with anxiety (Cherry 2021).

Equally to my circumstances, many other TCKs, feel extraordinary about their
experiences, and believe they are not well understood (Rustine 2018), hence creating a

Nevertheless it is vital to move past all the difficulties by means of finding the
righteous community to advance an inner sense of stability in order to overcome the
uncertainties in our identities and find habits that can allow for these abilities to
blossom (Durward 2019).
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Although examining a transition requires questioning what the
transition experience entails: what aspects of life are called into
question, what changes, what stays the same, what adaptations
need to be made, and what defines the experience. Examining a
transition requires paying close attention to the experiences
throughout the entire occurrence and how those experiences are
modified at different points. Examining a transition requires
focusing on the process, the changes experienced throughout as well
as the idea of becoming, liminality and uncertainty that is held in
tension throughout (Wilson n.d.) as a result of this old meaning will
become fragmented but through fusion, they will acquire new
meanings.

Juxtaposition refers to when you place an entity against another
with which they do not necessarily fit in together (Coyne 2011).
Coyne in his book ‘Derrida for Architects’ uses placing an umbrella
on an operating table as an example. “When the ‘ready-made
reality’ of an umbrella is placed with that of a sewing machine on an
operating table, the occasion provides the possibility for''a new
absolute that is true and poetic” (Coyne 2011). As he explains, it is
not about placing random objects together and portraying it as an
innovation, context is incredibly critical (Coyne 2011). It is important
to understand what fits in the moment, spatially, culturally, and
intellectually (Coyne 2011).

Merging my memories with Iranian culture and traditions in South
African context with modern technology, appropriate or
inappropriate, true, or false, might become an opportunity to create
something exciting and challenging.

figure 18.
collision of two different entity

























































































































DESIGN DEVEL PMENT

This section of dissertation is about exploration of design intentions. As
it was indicated previously, four steps were established as guidelines
to direct design actions. After several studies, the latest addition to the
complex, because of its reliable structure, large floor to floor height,
position alongside the ramp and lack of historic significance in
comparison to remaining parts of the complex, offered potentials as
the key focus for adaptation purposes and to transform into an
educational space for TCKs.

ding.

modern addition

figure 105.

However, since the complex has become so detached from the
remaining of the precinct, the greatest challenge was to discover other
means to provide accessibility into the building. The modern addition
due to its position alongside the Lower Church Street ramp offers
opportunities to form a new entry point into the building

Through this action the third floor of the building will transform into a
public space where main access can occur. Nevertheless, the existing
ramp requires to be renovated and extended to be more
accommodating for public access.
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By cutting through the floor and transforming it into a public ground
floor, the concerns regarding the uninteresting fagade of this buildings
could be addressed as it offers opportunity to explore new materials
that can be integrated into the fagade of the building. Through
hybridity of materials and juxtaposition of old and new, exciting
possibilities which can attract the public into the building.
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figure 109.
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figure 120.

figure 119.
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figure 121.
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