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Henry Fielding hzas remarked that the art of writing
prefacas ig over. As an'introduction to a Master's the-
gis, this dares offer no moée than an apology, a. denand,
and my thanks.

An apology for its 1ength,-and for what might appear
at Tirst as unwarrénted detall,; ot it was presumed fhat
the rea&er {ag well aé the writer) was sufficiently inter-
ésted in attaining =0 full a picturs of slavé emzncipation

in South Africa as to justify the inclusion of all facts

centring asround Abolition. It may also be‘necessary to

explain that, from the nature of the subjest, it was fea-
sible to choose as eXamples in the fooinotes,,épisodes of
a later date than thnt under immediate consideration, if
sﬁeh.were good embodiments of an attitude whioch prevailed
over a number of years.

As the cholee of oo many newspapers ag.sourae mﬁtez-
141 mey be open to query, the explanation fol;ows that,
tpis thesis being one of conditions and attitudes rather

than of definite events, a source was essential which
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would provide contact”with publie opinion. There being
insofficient diaries and memoirs for this period, newse
papers wére the resource to mirror most widely the cir-
cumstances of the time, “4n authority at t@e Capé Aiqh;,

ves has sinee mentioned that, with caution, the Cape pa-

pers are trustworthy media, and a checking of the figures

given in then with those of official documents where éuch
exist, upholds this‘aSSertion} Mention of the character-
istics of some may prove useful when ccnsidering referen=
ces: for economic analysis, the “Commercial Aﬁverﬁiseg"
hasipenetratingvarticlés by a welleinformed editqr; the
nzZzuid Afrikaan“,'which.has not been drawn on by former
students in this field - rotably REdwards and Wastell «
was the outlet for the views of the farmers and the slave-
owning groups the "Cape Town Mail%, a primitive though
uno?ficial Hansard, giveé verbatim accounts of debates in
the legislative Council. |

; The demand: I am aware that some 6f the ¢onclusicns
pu£ forward on subjeets already well digestéd_byveﬁiﬁéﬂt
hi;torians, are & radical deviation from the beliefs they
hol&, but to which I could not agree oh the basis of the
paéf research. I would be grateful if, should future scho=-
laré of this period congider these arguments Qbrfh théir~ 
ﬁenfion,-they would acknowledge the thesis from.whigh they
coﬁg, I e ; |

Finally, oy thanksatd~mr;Victor de Kock of the Archi-

veg; who first suggested this subject to me, and to ¥r., L.
Thémpson of Cape Town University, for his interest and

help., Also to the staffs of the Archives and the Eublic

Liﬁ%&ry who unwearingly.bore my demaﬂdsbfor material, If
th;ough thelr co-operation this period of our_hiétory has
beén brought into sharpér relief, their efforts will not
have been completely wasted. | N o ‘

EH,




ABBREVIATIONg USED

As the length of this th631s necessitated making the
references in the footnotes as brief as possible,
the following is a 1ist of abbreviations used--

4-CT  Albany Tegistry ‘office to Cape Town. offlcel
B-CT Beaufort registry office to Cape Town office .

C-A- South African Commercial Advertiser

Comp.commrs. Compensation commissioners

C.T.,Mail Cape Town Mail

Cy=CT Clanwilliam registry office to Cape Town office

G.G. Government Gazette

G.Jd. Graham's Tewn Journal

GR-CT Graaff Reinet reglstry office to Cape Town cfflce

hlse letters Miscellaneous letters to Cape Town offiece

i Sb~CT Stellenbosch registry office to Cape Town office
Si-CT Simonstown registry office to Cape Town office
SW-CT Swellendam registry office to Cape Tgwnuoffice
ﬁ-CT Worecester regisffg office to Cape Town office

Ware Afn. VWare Afrikazan

7.A. guid Afrikaan

1 These letters and reports from the distriet slave regils.
. try offices to the Cape Town slave officéd inelude :
: g those of the distriet Guardians, to 1830, and of the
‘ : o similar Protectors, 183018343 and after 1834, of the
, "keepers ¢f the late slave registers®.
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CHAPTER I

ERIEF HISTORY OF CAFE SLAVERY TO 1830

| The history of slave-owning at the Cape is almost as @lg
as the settlement itself.. Because the Hottentots did not pro
vide & suitable quality of labor, slaves were introduced in
1657 = three males and seven females brought for serviee to
the Dutch East India Company began an importation of increas-
ing numbers of slaves; these became available for purchase by
the free burghers when the needs of the Company had‘beén sati
fied. The obtainment of any other type of labor for the grow
ing settlement continuing to be scarce, their ghipment to the
Cape was & recogniséd traffic during the following 190 years,
anéd already in 1710 the 995 whites were outnumbered by some
1500 slaves; by 1830 the ratio was 90,838 free citizens to
33,583 slaves%

Since the trade was begun in the middle of the 16th cen-
tury, society had not looked upon slavery as morally incor-
rect: the acceptance of Christianity as the critetion of
equélity justified the enslavement of the heathen. shipments
to the Cape consisted of three types of slaves: negroes from
hadagascar and the African coast, who were put to the most
lowly tasks; Asiatics - sometlmes 1nclud1ng pol tlcal offen-'
ders, and, as a more valuedclass of A31atlcs, the Nalays, an
1ndustrlous and talented group fetchlng hlgh prlces. The mos
féfored slave in the Coiony, however, was the often almost'
whlte half-breed, of European and slave parentage.

' Within one year of their arrival, arrangements were mmde
to cater for the slaves a8 a separate unit of the communlty.
A school was establlshed for them in 1658, and Engllsa
and Duteh schoolmasters and mistresses were among the staff
of the Slave Lodge built in 1680 to:house the Company's

slaves. Efforts were made to encourage Christianity among ti

~ slaves and to promote the baptiesm of their childrem. In 16&

1 Govermment Blue Books 1830 p.256. The 00,008 oitlizens in-
cluded free blacks. ‘ - '
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some order was brought into these haphazard regulations for
their welfare by_thé visiting commissionerg, H.Aﬁvan'RﬁEeaéu
The rules he laid down limited the_period of sexvitude?for»:
both imported and locallyeborn slaves; he also reéognisedrthe
growing‘antagaﬁism towards color in his order that, although
ma:xiages between Europeans and half-breeds were ﬁalid, union
between Buropeans and free blacks of full color were to be
proﬁibitéd; |

Formerxy; there had been no barrier againgt social inter
ccﬁrse between black and white, provided all were Christians,
but already before the 18th century, skin dbiof ratg;;?tﬁén
religious belief began to decide social relatioms. This star
'daid gradually erept into the ethics of the European nations;
at the Cape it also arose from the fear of the increasing .
amoﬁnt of slaves, as importation steadily went on, although i

the Colony, the whites were never to be outnumbered by thelr‘

I roRE—

slaves as was common 1n other slave‘ownlng cauntrles.; This |
fear caused the cnthu51asm to Chrlstlanlze slaves to lessen,
mafé SO as, durlng the 18th century, the demand for Slaveo i
roge and they became more valuable. According to the prin- {
viples of the previous century, conversion meant freedom, aru
thg.owners did not wish to lose their slaves in this way.‘Thg
Duféh goverrment, attempting to remedy the diminishing amoun:
of'slave baﬁtisﬂs, in 1770 forbad the sale of CHristian sla=,
ves, but instead of promotlng conver51on, the decree hxndera
1t, for © hL»proprzetor, a baptlzed olave 1ost hls trade S
value. To the owners, a slave's value had become a most im-)
poétant feature, for °1avery and the slave trade was by the
second half of the 18th century a highly organized 1nut1tut1
At “the Cape, the permanence of bondage became marked in 1754\
when a speeial slave code was introduced, and in 1775~ whenﬂ
1t was laid down that ﬁ1° chlldren of slavesxyere in future1
to 'serve ag apprentlces until thelr 25th year. Besldes bemn
labor surce, the slave became an asset as a fnnm’of'in- }

vestment for the owper and for his heirs on hig death -
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ie, ¢apital with which they did not like to part. Menumise- |
siong were comparatively less frequent than during the first
40 yetrs of slavery in the colony, yet slaves were able to at
taiﬁ tueir freedom by gift or by purchase éuringl%hé’17ééé;
and & mmall but inaustrious cl&bs of free blacks beeame g
r@g$1¢r feature of nhe 04pe commumity - |

The prosperous slave trade, which put large prof its imto
the;aafferﬁ of British merehants, ended as & result of a real
iséﬁion in the liberal last years before the nincteenth cene |
ﬁui&, that the slave was not merely a pieece of yroyeity'w;th‘
a,mﬁrket‘value; but & human being, After twenty years of
pariiamentary stwﬁggle,‘hnmanitarian interggta:inﬁﬁgg;gn@“yem
able in 1807 to secure the abolition of the British slave
%réaeo in the succeeding ten years, Britain tried by treaty-
making to persuade the major continental pouers %o fallﬁw hey
ex&mple, bat the “panish dnd Portuguese ships Btill eentlnuee
illegally to cerry slaves to foreign and sometimes to Prltlsk
colonics, where they were smuggled in at the high prace@ =
whicl,mﬂde the. enterprise worthwhgle. By the right givcn he:
through the treatie Sy Brltain wae,able to hamper this traffic
somewhat and alleviate gufféring by eapturlng‘these glavers.
énd depositing the negroéﬂ in her possessions, notably BSlery:
Leonei 0f these prize ﬁegroes, the Cape reeeived over =000 |
betﬂeen 1807 and 1816 th&y were apprenticed for 14 years bes
?cre gaining total free&nm.
- At Cape Colony, the charactey of s]ave-heldlng aifferea
from the dr¢v1ng-system in the other Brztish eolonzea. Jnlx}
thg Veet Indian plantocracy, the €olony's own@rs did not hole
siévws &8 a sourse of lurge profits, but merely as & safe |
form of investment and for labor purposes on a domestic seal«
The Duteh governwent h&d e¢onsidered giving the 1nhabitan%s &
representqtlve sscmbly 1f they would free their siavas in B
turn, but before this qcheme could be brought ¢uta operation
Brztaan had - re-oacupied the Cape and. undeyr the terms of cap:

L%

1. Ccﬁge;clal Advertiser 19 Jan 1851. Zuid Afrikoen a@ &ay
i 33 = ’ “,»'_v‘-“’-. o




tuletiong‘had‘guaranteed the right of slaVe.prcperty to'the
OWners. The cdolonists were thereby assured that their val-
uable slaves were looked upon as legal possession, althoughu
no more were imported after the 1807 act aDollShlng the trade

 Britain had hoped that, once the trade was forbldden, th
.resultlng scaréity would cause owners to take more eare of
thelr slaves and give them better treatment; she still held
that direct regulatlons-for slave welfare eould hardly be in-
troduced by her, 28 the slave was private property. However,
to prevent the frequeﬁt:re-enslavemept of freed negroes, Bri-
tain in 1816‘legislated that all slawes were to be registered
as Qell as their future births and deaths; This law helped
bring some control over the chaotic state of ownership.

| It was the first ol several amelioratlve laws which be-
came unavoidable under the pressure of Brltlsh publlc oplnlon
whn;e attention Was belng directed to the sufferlngs of their
blaek fellowecreatures abroad. The Cape governor, Lord Chara

g

les’ Somerset, was able in 1823 to adroitly forestall any in-

applicable regulations from the distant government byla pro=:
clamatlon which, although to the advantage of the slaves, d1d
not cause alarm among the proprletoregs Improvements thereln
1ncluded the encouragement of Christianity among ‘slaves and

rules for their educatlon° the length of working time was 1@1
down, puhishment moderated, slaves were allowed to own proper
&n@»in court their evidegoe became acceptable on oath. To the
loeel magistrates was allotted the task of guarding their in-

terests.

: The slave~owners were hardly disturbed by the 1823 law,
for it was not strlctly enforced. But they were serlously
alarmed by Ordinance 19 of 1826? based on an Order-1n-00unc1l
of 1824 which had 1mproved the conditions of slaves in Trinid

and the other vest Indian Crown ¢olonies. Re-enforecing the -

allowances made to slaves three years earlier, the innovatior

G.G, 27 April 1816.

B $5 Y al"’hlé%s'
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| ¢4 or emended without the sanction of the British Crown.
It was the first experiment by the British govermment to
tPree® a goloved people, znd as sueh they ceuld‘have 1emrn% E
much from iti AS no provision ‘hed been made for the welfare ¢

4
4
guidance ef the Hottentots, theae people, who had rarely beenl

able %to appxy themselves to more exactiing work than herding oy

wagnnndrlvlng, took %o vagrancy or settled in large numbers a1

b
the m;qgionary institutions, so that freedom for many of %hem:
besaue synanymous with mlrery% To the farmers, it also eause(

4

i
and in the eastern &istricts, of the Kaffirs, the latter beinj

& shortmgc of labor, tided over by the presence of the slaves

allovwed teﬁwark in the colony und@r the pass regulaxmnns of i

Ordinance 49, 1828,

[ e

The effects of Graiﬁanee 50 were not studied objectively
by the authurities, or they m;ght have suggested measures for
the much W1der emencipation that was to follow so soone It w
poss1b19’that at leagt Cape eclony-wouﬁd be subjeet to o siﬁiﬁ
lar erer;enec on a lazrger seale when the slaves weré freed.‘

These were the fears of many Uf the people « would thay ve

Jusﬁified9 In the next 16 years lay the answer.

1 Boyce, W.E. Abtes on wouth African ATTairs, from 1832 to ;
1838, .Grahamstoun, 1838, HMentions pp.126«27 that ‘the led
industriocus Hottentots lived inm poverty after Ordinance 5(

Pringle, Th. African sketeches. ILoandon, 1834. p.396 on the
first éffects of the Grdinance on the Hottentots, gives a
similar opinion.



Burgher Senate of Cape Town and the Stellenbosch heemraden |

- ness among the slaves. "he latter part of the 18”@3 gave L

of the 1826 Ordinsnee was that slaves were able to briag thei
mas%érs to gourt and that the office of registrar of sléVea
was é%tended to that of ragistrar and guardiang these offi«
@1&13 being given the wide powers to act "in such manner as
may be most conducive to the benefit and advantage of sueh |
Slave"l e S
mhe ordinance was deeply resented throughout Cape Colony,
as lntroducxng ﬂmpertinent meddling in a relstionehip which !

only, concerned the master and h;s«property. In protesnt, the}c

refused to be present at the reading of the law. Apart from
itstinduaing unnecessary. interfereonce, it was felt that the
.conéitions of slsves at the Cape were not such as to warrantf
extra protection 5eing given them, Prior to this new 1egi3ﬁr
iation, there had been satisfactién.amcng masters and, apartp

f‘rom two minor rebellwne in 1808%and 1825, little restlesss s

rise to uncertainty in maqter and slave relations, an insee-

aurz%y promoted by the knowledge that Britain was aontemplatu
ing the eomplete emancipation of the slaves at some uneyecia%
fied date.

Ll Resgentment was inﬁreased by the 1egis1atlon affectzﬁg
ﬁhe status of the Hottentotﬁ. The detrihaliz&a Fettentots
h&d been virtual slaves heforé the barl of Caledon's Code of
1809 had bettered their posltlong now, propaganda on their
behalf by the misclonary, Dr.Philip, so influenced publie
opinion in England that 1t led to the issue of Ordinance 50
of 1838. This secured eivil rights to the Hottentots and
gave them the ability to own landi they no longer needed pas.
es, and were not to be punished or forced to work on thu eXe
cuse of vagrancy. Its most far-reachlng clause, hnmever, wE

the stigulaﬁlen that no part of the ordinance could be repes

T.G.G. 30 June 1826, Ordinance 10, Ciause 7.
2 ¥or atdetalled aseount of this rising see Borsherds,P.B.
Autobiographical memoir. Cape Town,1861. pp.202.96.

t
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} ed ot amendeéd withéut the sanction of the British Crown.

It-was the first-expériment by~the-British govermment to
"free® a golored people, and as such they oould have lenrnt
mich from it., Ao no provision hed been made Por the we'l!a,r’e'»:ci
guldance of the Hottentote; these people; who had rarely beefi:
able to apply themsslves to more exacting work than herding o)
waggondriving, todtk v vagrancy or settled in large numbers af
thé misgionary institutions; so that freedom for many of them
besame synonymous with misery® To the farmers, it .also causey
& shortage of ia.bof‘,-: tided over by the presense of the slaves,
and in the eastern distriets, of the EKaffirs, the latter bein
allowed to6 work in the Colony under the pass regulations of
Crdinnnce 49, 1828,

The effects of Ordlria.nce 80 were not studied objectively

-

bty the authorities, or they might have supgested measuresfoz;,
the much widex Emnncipa%iﬁn that was to follow 80 soon. It v

-possible that at least Cape Colony wouid be subject to a siii{.,

lar experience on & lorger secale when the slaves werd fresd. |

These were the fears of many of the people « would thay bs
o ' .
justified? In the next 15 years lay the answer. . z
_ | -L(
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T Boyce, Wy Hotee on South African a.ffa.irs, fram 1634 to
1838, Orahamstonn, 1838. Mentions pp, 186427 that the lei
industrious Hottentots Yived in poverty after Ordinance 5¢

Pringle, Th. African skeichss, Iordon, 1834. p.396 on thi
firot effects of the Ordinance on the Hbﬁ'tentots, g:.ves 8
similay opinion.
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& f‘l:héy wers free ﬁ‘i‘i‘.i"f’éﬁé fey. inciu&‘mg WEHEH s free b&iéks znd

Acdounte of slave«holding by uoﬁtempora?ieﬁ of that mmgei |
 psgiliate betweer - tﬂ.es of inhuman cruclty and praise of the "?
elvidizing ef‘féc“*t‘se.fqn the negro of o wseful egonomic eystem. :JE
For the Cape, n@i‘iher 0f these desoriptions were common, Aic .
thmgh repbrta by miesiamries and travellers gave the S’é‘afmy '
side of slave iife; in comparison 6 the West Indies and mg“ri'
co 4t wan conceded that Cape slavery was lighter and lcus ha«i‘s)
thar the practices on the great Yestern plantaﬂons@l
The amount of slaves ‘i‘@gi&i‘i‘ei‘éﬂ at the Cepe in 1830 way
83,583, . wit‘n the males dbout 1/4 more then the femnless du‘ring
the next three yeéars the nuwber was to rige slightly, in spitex
of aholition propagande from England end the reculting insnmr" ‘
ity of tlave prepertys !"hé slaves formed & lnrge, steble and - 1
mezggﬁiéﬁﬁ part of the artimn and 1sboring pogulotion. As ’ﬁm '
‘eai'peﬂ‘teffp; washerwomen, Goachnen, gardeners; taiiqrsg houaew
maide, vegeteblessellers ete.y their place in the community S
vovered almost every proletariat cocupation; hordly purclieled -_
nmong the wanite ¢lasses; who @:&.& not frequent such trades. It g
wage this aﬁti%ﬁ&@ for peﬁoming a variety of menial tasks tha“t
enabied tﬁé loyge hcﬁfé"é&ﬁidﬁ in-the wéﬁtéﬁ‘h aress to. beconme vir)
maliii indepcndent céi;aﬁ_bli@hzneﬁ*ts; en@l it was the lack of cons §
tast with 6%&@:? sotiety, that strengthened the close relation |

brlﬁgﬁto light -in;sw 'inﬁfm%ély aiavéﬁ were acquainted with the ; :
houschold offairs, ‘

Ap & ciarm, the sj.aves weDe very unequansr distributed _
among_the populase, Hot only were 747 to be found in the uee;»‘-“.?? )
tern m@‘tﬁ,éts? but the nm‘bérs mmea varied from dne to forty
and fniféi'a cﬂepand 1ng fcm the fiﬂanéia] Po- ai‘bitm and secupstion’ Df i

Pcsﬁ%ssicn of ﬁiweﬁ was légaizy open ta anyons,

© T Even lord Stanieys 68 Gnldnlal ‘Beoretary, had to aamm this

%o & deputation of. the.Laps.Tradé Scoiety in B'une 1833, *tr" "
"T.A31 -}ug. and 4 Sept 1833, - . ’

“’heal G. M. H:Lstor , : i
. af s.Africa.,zs;sq,.,J_:a@;, T andnn TRAR op P



or by overtime and Sundsy work, Gundey lubor hed Yy the 1823

" the yate of which was fixed quarterly by the lecal offiviais

-] c«:nﬁdential reports 0f Protector June-Dec.1830.

ey the supervidioh of théir guardians,

n slave was lpoked upon as the abassiute property of the
ownexr, «aniy differing from inanims'b_e possesaiens by its homa
oharagteristice, and for these the Cape people made such Pproe
vision that aleves had a certain amount of freedem, determine
moré by custom than bty lew., They were, for example, sllowed
to hire themselves cut and the cwners in this onsenifgﬁ'ltlm
wment of part of the slave's w,ngetl-» if he hai several slu-
vas paying in this manney, an owner need have no ufher means::
of mpjport% Slaves were also able to earn for themselves hy

selling the produce of the plots their masters allowed themd.

iaw been reduced to work of necessity, but it seems tp have
been of common oocunEnde at the Caps, not only besause farmim|
was so dependent on favorable weather, but as many slaves wer
¥ohammedans, thay were not averse te earaning fSunday wggew"» i1

and which in 1830 yielded from 1/i} in the esst to. 10/ a day
in €ape Town? With such earnings the slave could buy himselfi
free, or ataquire property which wanld de conpletem his ewns
he genld alsp deposit the money in the Savings' 'féankg Anothe
way @:? coming into property was by bsquest in his n‘matcr?s :
wily? : : S v

Gne of ‘the horrors loudly degoried bty the abolitionista
was the separation of slave families hy shde. Xy aﬁmréews
imw, this ceuﬁﬂ be prevented by Christisn marriage, the chid.
dren of suchk a union only being separated from thelr parents
atter their 10th year. Yet Christian marrisges were not Popu
iar among the sleves, and .the masters 4id not propagste Cbris;‘;
tianity as ferveatly as they could have dene, besause of its |
T For eﬁnle rri This ses B0ellenbosoh rogi.ﬁt&s office to C.¥

office 1/32 3,July 182%.
2 Z.A, 15 Sept,1833, Correspondence.

4 Ivdd
5 See quarterly returns to C.2.0ffice.
& Very #ew slates mzde uss of this: in 1832 only 105. C.A,
23 Jan,1833.
7 Eh%s noggrred oaly octasinnally, Gpnfidential Feports: 49
eo.l 9.
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very hindrance to sale. Neither did slavs parents objeot to
leaving ;hz;ir young ohildren m‘ the care of a paét owner, 1if
he hed ghovm himgelf kind,
| Tlg.xe'.biw of 1823 had also tried to promote educations

plave ohii;d:ep.we‘re to attend school at least three days 8
week. Fasilitico for instruotion for both children and edults
wvere to i:e f;mnd .at the few free schools, the Sundoy ‘and mio-
sion schools apd through the olerks appointed for this pure R
pose Yy individual cmrchaa} unlike the American ala.vea.lthbs’e :

of the Colony were encouraged to read. and write, and wera( Qil- _
ling and able to address themselves to the Governor should the
need arioe? But attendance at the schools was not strictly ||
enﬁjrced?and_yas neither regula.z" nor of long duration.

Their mode of life made the slaves people whose attention
wag foousced on the present. They were fond of dressSand cn=.
Joyed dancing, gembling, mmsic. From the abseane of complaint:p
against the food and olothing given by the masters, it may be
deduced i’.ha.t the slaves were satisfied with these copdi_.tiops
within tixe limits of bqndage"; ‘although in the eastern _dietrictt
vhere the masters themselves lived in poverty, life wan harsh |
vith for luxuries, But kindness of the master 4id not spell 2
docility, and the slaves were known to abuse lenionoy and be
impertinent to a degree, partiéula.r]y the women® The gi'eat
cdvantage of their position was its irresponsidility andits

~sooial se‘ourityi the great drawback, that they were unable to 1
shape thelr own future exoept tp a very limited range. Vith-
out the :;xenna of betternent and freedom of movement, or tho |

poseibillity of self-expression through choice, they were un-

free.

I Grohemstown . Journal 28 Feb.1833. -

2 For lottors written to thoCovernor By ocleveo see Woroeater Bl
registry office to C.T.office 1/48 30 Oot.1831. Hiscella- |
neouo letters 1/51 31 Aug,1830.

3 Confidential reports June 1832+:June 1833.

4 Ibid as stated by the Protector.

5 Many complainta on thia head eg. Sb-CT 1/34 29 April 1830. . '}

l
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Peguli_ritico of the “slave triangle®: tho slcyes.

Slavery huag boon looked upon ac an institution in vhich

.

the being hald in bondoge hos few or no rights. 3By the 1823
iny, protostion of their intercsts was cammally veoted in tho
loonl apgivtratesy by 1826, tho new Cuardians wore given defi.-
nito powers on the clove's behalf, and it besanie posoible for
sloven ¢o bring thniy matei"s to court for urnocossayy, oY CXe
cesp of, punighment. The slavee wero quite aware of the protec '-
tion afforded themi thoy showed competence both in collecting
evidents and in obtoining witnéseea or im:yora in their causecl
THho caﬁun ’brought ty thoo againot their mastors were mootly |
aﬁo‘um‘t&mn of crudlty, tried by the Cirouit Courto which lum-
bered through Capo Colony twieo yearly, or by the Supreme Court | ’
in Cape Town, “
The claves had rocourss to tho eleven district Guordians, |

or to tho central office in Capo Towng sgainot their mffim& '
thave offitinls lind the unenviablie taok of having to support t: I
asknowledged undordogs Upon a olove's gomplaint, tho Guardion

vould firet try to reconsile slave and maoter, and either induc
tho one %0 withdray hic ¢hirpe, a8 froquently bappened, or por-
sunde the iattor to odmit his mistakte and pramiscc botter trect-)
nent, If reoooneiliation fﬁlﬁd, trial ensueds and acocusation t|J8
o 6lave gould besome & long prbcess,. pasisiﬂg throughA the honds
of pevoral officials aend toking months to somplete? The proces
of friai vat complidotod bty the need for interpretern, the sont
~dietory rtotemonts made by the colored witnesses and the 1600
of valuablé evidonte by not being abdle to 6all upon slaves not
. knowing tho neoning of the 6athy evidence night also be 4l ctort|]
cd fres foar of the master?s wrath after the trial?
Proxu Rogoras? rcportsi 1t iy be surmiced that ono thirt! tolE :
{150 Lettors 1/51 B Tob. 1830, ~Ibld 26 July 1950, —{
2 In Rogors! Confideninlreports there aro given in cach the nun|
-ber of ingompleto slave cason otill ponding, the sverage pe
_ report beling €. |
3 Reporto on neczorials 1/67 22 Jan,1831,
Uitnesces at thooe trials warc{:.ble to gonfor togothor befor
cntcrim courts this cocountu for the sinilarity of ntato- R

ngngm Vorcester regintry offiee to C.%.0ffico 1/49 5 Feb. .
1833. '

Intorprctors wore s5till nceded ton yoursg later, fcc Z.A. ~3>_




on¢ half of the ccaplaints woroc baged on foet, It would havo

boon ramarkable had thore beon no frivolous acousations, for N
occaplaint to the Guardicn allosred tho plavon, poarticularly tho:_l
wvorcn, to cajoy tho publiocity, the ohznge fram work cnd the ‘
occanion of boing able to flout thoir master's authority.
Thio accounts for cases being dbrought up which were. oxnggorute
or which had ogcurrcd months, saaotimes yecars beforo} althougt
olaven naking bascleos complaints were liable to punieh:cnt?
Dut thot ths mators loot ono third to ono half of tho
cncop brought againot them 1o proof that too hoavy ohnotisc-
ment wao cormon. Thore wvere casos of brutality vhen tho mao-
toro took tho lay into their own hands for tho olightost treo |f
paoc, or practiscd tho more recfined cruclty of continual nog- |BE
ging® €50 fino and threo montho' imprisomcnt was the hoav-
lest punichnont thatcould be infloted on ownors in cuch in-
atnncou‘apart_fram forfoiture of all slaves in caces of ro=
pcated druolty? Thigs bocides thoso oanpinintu vhich did not
oven rcech tho Cuardians duc to the inability of the distant

glaves to vigit then.,
If tho rcagon for trial was not drought about by the

slove hﬁmnolf. thorc werae tuo other instencos in whigh ho

could f£ind hingsolf beforo a court. Ome was hig being guilily
of a crine., In contrast to tho Hottentots, slaoves werc 80le
dom errested for drunkonness or fighting, as theft was thoir

nain offcnce « a natural temptation in a cormmnity vhoro thay

Ang.1839 for o c¢io0 in which tho cdvooate had to intorpret
for the opposito party. ‘ A

1 Sco Albany rogletry offico to C.T.office 1/10 24 April 1832
for o cozplaint based on o gricvancco of 1822, '

2 Ordinanece 19, 1826, Clauco 17.

3 Confidcnticl reports 28 July 1830,

4 C.A., 26 Loy 18030.

5 Ordinznco 19, 1826, Clauco 43. For an instance scc £rollc B
-dco regiotry offico to C.T.office 1/40 20 April 1830. |
It 15 gonorelly believed that the jurico wero projudiccd :
againot tho olaves fren the natiire of thoir rolations and

- 1iable to dceido in favor of tho maocter agoinot overvholnm.

ing cvidonse. In iy otudy of casec, I have not found thig
00, ond tln fairncos of Capeo Jurico hao been ramurked on
by Rogoro (Confidenticl reperts June-Dec,.1831) and D.oo-
dic, the Crcohonmetown Guardian and oftorwvards chicf acc.o- | BEE
tant protecctor of tho eantern diutricts (Grzhcmotoun rogi: 3
try office to C.T.0fficc 1/22 30 Copt.1830). I havo founc
reforences to tho oppocito vicy to be based repectcdly on
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freedom, if such was being illegally withheld. By Datch law

lived in such close contagt with their macters? households.

Desertion was another of their most_prevaient crimes.and-waa
heuavily punished by thepourts. Slave misdemeanors, hovever,- |
i
compared favorably with the oriminal records of the Hottentotc
1

and Kaffirs, and they were looked upon as a law-abidlng peoplc

The other need fur=epy?azance in courts was request for

e ot i -

a femalevslave waa~free if ohe could prove thgt she had borne

her master a child% a male slave might be a prize negro wrongh

1y detained? Illegal detaimment by various means was some-

of which slave property formed a coveted portion? :

|

)

times practised by owners, particularly by heirs to estates, 1
!

Although there were cases in which slaves preferred life1

A4

under a good master to freedom and its responsibilities of
1

fending for oneself? liderty wvas the desire of the great majﬂ

}
ority. 0ld slaves were often freed and provided for as rewaﬂ
|

‘-
thelr existing owners or, more popularly, freed through willﬁ

for their years of servicej younger oneu vere mapumitted by

A slave could also buy his freedom, with money.earned himself
or supplied by a relative or‘;riend (inocluding vhite colon-
ist%). The amount paid depended on the age‘and capability of
the individual, and should a grasping owner continually raisg
the price or change his mind on the pronised mammission, it
put a severe strain on the applicant? Slaves derived an advé

tage here if owned by Mohammedans, whose religion seonred 304
the same cases of cruelty, notably the case of lodeuyk v
Laubscher (Confidential reports 28 July 1830). A biased,

' pro-Duteh jury was not probable under a system which do-'
manded that all Jurymen understand English; although the
vero English slave-owners at thoe Cape, they were relativ
1y new to the blunted outlook which slavery was eventual
supposed to bring about on the ninds of o.nern.

1 State of slave c¢rime: calculated from reports of coriminal
cases C,A.27 lLarch 1830 to 29 Jan,1831.

2 ¥isc.letters 1/51 4 Dec.,1B29. )

3 Sb-CT 1/32 8 Aug.1829.- o )

4 There are many instansces of this eg, Misc,letters 1/51
13 Dec.1830.

5 Goverrment officialstletiers 1/7 14 Jan.1828,

6 Ibid 3 Aug.1826, V-CT 1/48 14 March 1831,

? Sb-CT 1/32 9 June 1829,
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treatmsnt of the bondsman, and the freedom of hin%ﬁud his pro-
geny on tho death of the ownerl.‘ S !
The routine for marmumission was hampered by obata.olee
such ns tho mortgaging of slaves, the need for seourity when
freeing slaves over fifty years of age po that they would not
besame a burden on the ommity, end difficulties e.riainn
from extraordinary situations for which there wap no preocos
dcnts. Such gave riso to copious correapp‘hdence between the
local officinls and the chief Guardian in Capo Town, with the
ne'e@ for: individual Judgement Ly the .authorities in each oaée.
'.["ho. stumbling;bloq: in the way of giving slaves their
freedon Qas tueir value as property, Cape Town hed by far th |

greateot proportion of mammidsions, yet in the fourteen year) |

before 1830, 'only 1160 slaves were liberated the:e'! Hot many
monmiscions veré likely, wrote Rogers in 1830,. tim %inhadbi- [
tanto of this Colony being too Poor to make gréat saorificos® |
noy, said Sir Lowry Cole on addressing the Philanthropic Soc—: |

lety fo:f freeing slaves, could much cosoperation be oxpected
from. th; Cape yeople, who could not give up wvhat cemstituted |
their existence® It is essential to realise juot hov far
plaves woere treated as property, Theéy wercAmed by COTPOTe |
ate ‘bodiecz as a recogniped form of investment, owne:'ra werld |
pink almost their.whole capital in them dbeyond the 1imits of i
their usefulness as labor, although slaves were expensive toj‘

keep:; Offspring of a morriage between a slave woman and & |

fresc man were ths possepaion of her owner? and & guardian whi |
Poo- : .

folled to regisoter his ward's newly-born slove child within
pix months, eo that the-child Decame free, had to compensate| |

hig vard for -the loas?

3 cg. Vhat was the legal status of a nlnve vho had orosocd t
Colony's boundary: Somersst regi stry office to C.T.0ffice
1/28 31 Aug.1831.

4 COnfidentiu.l reports 28 July 1830, -

B Ibid. :

8 C,A.27 July 1831,

7 5b=-CT 1/32 27 Cot.1829, ‘

8 somorsot's 1823 proclamatiom., Clause 5, . . '

9 Roports on memorials 1/58-13 July 1830. 1)




The human elemeént of this form of property proved both

- help and a hindrance. A help insofar as the owner derived
profit fram the slave's childre#, which were hig;.a'hgndrancej'f
if the slave was ¢ommitted to prisonm, becamé&_ﬁr died. 1In
the latter instance the loss was considerable, amounting to
the money paid for the slave, the sum for which he could have
been resold, and the work of which he would have been gapabie '
ie. the "interest" on the ¢apital invested in him. ‘There was
inconvenience 1f the buying price had not been paid off at

- the #kave's death; or if he had been mortgaged.

There was a fair trade in slaves at the Cape, large num-
‘bernfbeiﬁg sold at one time or by one owner. Prominently
listed among notices of other property for sale, the newspa-
per advertisements offering slaves gave their name; age,
origin and work usually performed by them, They were prgfer-v‘
ably dispensed with~thfough private saie, as the prices vere

1 | _
higher than by the alternative of public auction; tendering

wag another method; rarely resorted tor Prices depended on -
the ability, age, sex and demand. The highest amouﬁts deriv-
ed were for male slaves between the ages of 18 and 30, when
the value ¢ould reach £150; this however, waé by no means a
standing rule: a gkilrﬁ1 4§qyear—o1d waggondriven bfpughtl
£144-7«6 as late as 1833: VYomen went for less: a i6-year=-old
housemaid might feteh only £22-10, a S4ayear-old'§asherwpman
£54510§ Payment eould then be made in,instalments, in which:

case sureties wepe necessary: BSa%e price depended on the in-

: , I
: . )
sought and also receive better treatment, if he were sold at |

dividual in hand: a hard-working alavéQwould be @agefly

all; less good or impertinent slaves were raplidly paeaed from

1 The gellers would try to sell their slaves first by prlvaté
sale, as is stated in the numerous advertisementy and the
resort to public auction. In the 1834 slave assessmentsﬂ
it was also found that pricés at private sales were high

. than at public by 1/6 and over.

2 Advertisements to.this effest in the local newspapers.

3 Sb-CT 1/35: Statements in letters to the central office,
from end of April to middle of October 1833.




bend €0 hodd,. 6r allowed to hire thempelves cut.

~ ‘Theré were two transastions at the Cape in which slave
property played o significant part. Of thege, mortgaging was
.0f primary .importance. By 1834, slave mortgageo amounted to
EGOO.‘OOO{' It vas 'a common form of financial egreezent, and
any type of flave-oould de used, inoluding those hired out to
another master, as well as unborn ohildren% but mortgaged. |
slaves could not be sold without the permission of the morte
gages. Mortgages for one set of slaves might reach -thousanda_“ |
of pounds in some.gases, and more frequently well into tho
tnmdredss. Although the mortgagees held an unoggaoiouo power
: in their hando, there was no uncase-amang the mortgagers, the |
practice being so widespread, R J
* extates Seoondly, slave property was highly valued in estaten, |
\{‘/ It made up part, or even the whole, of the inhoritance, and
¥ was dealf vith in great detail Wy the testators. It ceuscd
& oonsiderable amount of trouble among the heirs fvom its in||

| divietble pature ena tho fear of ito death or descrtion? The||

unla:;:tul ;;vocation by heirs of premisep of freedom made by |
testntora? and the clauses in wills that thoe slaves therein 1
montioned and his descendanto are to rcmain ‘o minimm mumber ||
of years in service to tho .familySare indicative of tho valui'
cet upon nlaves by heirs and.tostators.
4 | Fraud ord excuses to tl_ze‘.autho'_ritiea to prevent manunic.
sion wao warranted in the eyes of the owners, for the slave |
reprecented not only -moneté.w worth, but an indispensadle
source of labor ap well, In Cape Colony, there wap no otker
steady labor but that ;f the slaves. The Hottentots were un g
relicble and unskilled, and the free blacks oonstituted only| i
a mall) group wvith a preference for 1ndependent trades such

1l Z.A. 21 lorch cnd 2 28 Ea.roh 18:54.

2 2.A; 11 Feob,.1831. v

3 20./5a’1?dacoeipta for Counter c¢cupensation clamo paid and un.
paid. | -

4 There were mony casos 0f difficulties over estaten, Iisc) B
lotters 1/52 1 April 1833, :

6 8beC¥ 1/31 4 Sept,1829, o

6 Misc.letters 1/51 11 #ip+,1880, Sb-CT 1/35 27 Dec,.1832.
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oo chopkooping, Thite ladborers were soarsce, The slaves .oro { -
tucraforo indispenscable to the colomisto, portioularly to the |
furmors in the western distrists: Thic situation gave rice to

\

cuch ptatements no: o

®it 45 fnpossidlo for him to monumit Plet for tho Sunm
of 400 rd. ap Plet io to hin oo hioc right hand ot his
farm thot 1f ho had to chooose botween Plot ond RA.300C,
2cmh?gngy ho would rathor take Plet, an ho can not
nlgs

The pcme dependenco vac to bo found 4in all circumutnnt’tbn in
which slaven wero craploycl » ‘
"ik woot niet wat myn vrouw zal beginnen, alo ry wog § -
ig® K
. L
wroto a nanter 0f hio young glave maid? Absenco in hosopital, !
in pricon or by deoortion put an irzmediate strain upon a tovn

houschold or farm, for ne satisfastory subotitute was pooscidlc

thero production and présperity was based on static olave

labor,

The owner,x.:l.

Boecroune thoe Capo owners were nodt woealthy non, ‘lmt hnd to
tako carc of tho proporty in whioh thoy had investod thoir
careful ﬂapitni;:and begauss Cape agricultury wap not basced
on tho Mrgo:-sanid profitecring ldenls of tho Vest Indico, bu
rather on a tystem vhoreby the slaves wore "taken from tho |
Gardon to the Housc and from thnt to the Field or to any othc! A
labor as oocanion nuceaaitatcu“ﬁ‘ Capoe slavery wap dignifiocd
by moro humane {reatment than in the othor Dritioch c‘olon;lon. '8
In view of tholr action during the yoaors covored by thic thee: ‘_
sils, o ghort ascount of tho attitude of the ownors towords
their olcves &o 6ssentinl,

- 74 tho ond of 1830 thore were sorc 4000 slave ownors in
tho Colony {not ineluding manngors to whewm slaves hed been
hired out). Of these, Stolienborch boosted 842, It is notc- |

1 C.,A, 26 Jon.1831. Iottor from Jonoo of Blocmhof,

2 H-CT 1/34 29 ioril 1830.

S 8sollendom rogliotry offico to C,T,0ffico 1/41 30 Hov.1833,.
For aarlior instances, S7-0T 1/40 27 July 18-'50 and 28
Ccpt.1830, :

¢ Confidential reports JunelB832 to Junc 1833,

(
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worth?'tﬁﬁfjihﬂ émﬁuht'oflﬂwneré iﬁ thé éraaff ﬁéiﬁéf‘districi -
wag HEré than in the Cape distrist, but the latter postensed |
more slaves per ownes 1 1¢ is aiso necessary to point out herd | E
that thé fallasy ‘%e-li eved « thnt the slave owners were "the
Dutéh"oand the “feséue party? the English elements in the pépu
ulation « {s érronecus. There were English slave iownér*é ag -
likely 4o be affested by any leglslation on the slave iscue
ag were the ﬁréamimﬂt Duteh gffnﬁp? The tiro nationaiities . |
were still noticeably separable, as wa‘s‘ﬁatumi after so short]]
& @é‘ri@& of Br-itiah fule with its accompanying iﬁﬁ@wﬂpﬁm '
tut they tolerated eash other with mutual respest and wa‘xjé
yeady Yo Sink differences for i;he benefit of Cape Colonys &
slow Qf‘bﬁiﬁé‘ togethér was p‘ifo’ba“tsiﬁ- at this time,
| ?rhe maﬁeréd s{;a*te of t‘ha whole populetion and its draw. @
backs for QGVBrnmental purposes, aré wellskmowns as regafds
the slavesowners, the majority of them lived within 9 houra! ;
ride on ﬁéﬁfa’efbaék fran the riearest eivie centre, where ﬁréémeci |
the Cuardian, the dootor and where the Cirouit was held. But B
ot Clamwilliam, for example, moot owners had to ride 32:15°

hours befwai-e reaching the Guardiang e'ﬂfen intthe Cape di B‘tri'ai
’38 of them 1ived withiﬁ 18«31 hourst? ri&e; and ‘iﬁ the ﬁ‘f@?éébp |
‘tor area 15 had mors then 48 hours* trzwei before them when ‘
registenng 8 slave tfansaé*tibn. bir‘th or death, 6% when call
ed 'lip in rsozmeﬁ‘tion with a c¢amplaint by a aiaﬁ?

Besides living in a seattered state, the farmers in ti_xe |

eastern districts moved from place to place in search of graz

1 Prom figures sent in by the district offices to the Cape
Town glave offiée, Pebruary to May 1831, in ansver to a ]
circular of 4 Feb. 1831s Returns from AlSbny, Beau fort, ]
Gebypé and Simonstown are missing. '

) Stﬂil’@ﬂebﬁﬂcha iNEAGED r842
wéiim&am’lsﬁﬁitiiibssv ' R .
Ho‘l‘éegfer-ac.“m-ﬁwﬁ@? v
Gra&ff Reiﬁet SR EF e "438
Cape distritt..ss .~.569
(ST 120 of 15 AR -

’ ﬁiteﬁhﬂgé- BASFEFS .m;BVO'
CIamilliwlc-inwtﬁltzos‘- .

2 vide names of slave-dwners in 166&1 newabapern and numes
mentioned in letters from the district rogletry offices;
also lists of cumponsation cdlaimonts in Governmment Guzott

3 Diotances given in etatistics from the district offices of

?h§ Begiatrars and Cuaraiana. Febrasry to Moy 1831, ao 1n |
1




-

T"Groaff Roinet rogiotry office to O.7.0ffice 1/85 10 Feb.180 o

postal gentres before reaching the eddresssor On the sido of

the dwnors « &t gould b tod easily plended bty men otherwice |

useful source of revenue., Thio somevhat nllevinted the atrai

ing for their cattle, migrating from their homes for monthe.
Cormmunications were hazanrdoun and supmons as witﬁcnn oy to

foteh 4 daserted slave 1iablo to remain goveral 'week& ot tho

the puner, hesvy rainms, bad rocds and unusual scaditiéns aich
a8 hb‘i‘nevﬁiﬁkﬁéﬁs, impeded ‘e paruum‘l attendance domnnded
in elove denlings.

This dfopersion and ths sresulting 1lliterocy and i‘gﬁbr'-
ande of the Snglish longusge mode the masters uncware and un- |8
approciative of ro’rni@ activities relating to thelr slave .
K)fbﬁﬁi‘f?ﬁ Rvent if they knew the lateot lows on the subjoet, |
thely wat no gimraﬁtéé that they undorstosd its @»ontent‘ng but
ifg‘ibﬁ:mé 6f the siove laws was not only to the detrimont of

bound $o puy o heavy fine for nonsregintry. o

It wos fortunate at the Cape that the Governor was wont ) B
to mt&,(gafa“ or withdrow cﬁﬁpiﬁfély the flries so fraqﬁentiy i_n'
duried by the solonistsy appbitently realising the unouitobili
ty of t}ié 1826 law impoged on Cape conditions; the mfﬁfﬁpr; ‘
on Roperp! lenient advies, gave practioally asoured mid gotio ‘

of: the fines for whﬁa‘e reducétion the colonists Mb'ituaiw ape] |
p:l.ied in memofiala, although the government thero‘by lost &

.a»iaw mgigtratmﬁ vhich inéluded personal *rapoivtiﬁz to the _
Giiaf&iaﬁt of the district (not to 'then neareot Gﬁnmi'aﬁ. or to t
available fieldecornst), within certain dates after eévery
slave birth, denth and nlave transaction. Carélesensst como-||
ﬂmes ¢nfded in deiiberate misstatement of faots to avoid pen-l]
aitw, and boi‘déied »:m ‘the purposeful disregard and tonsmg of
the Guardians thn.*t ‘wag alsb p‘raétised‘? ’

2 Z2.A.20 Aup,1830. Confidential rcports Jurie = Dec, 1830.
There aro gontinual somplaints from tho dietrict officen
of the illitoracy and ignorance of the ownors.

3 Haports on memorials 1/57 and 1/58, Alno:at all fineﬁ vere ;
uithﬂraun by tha ‘anthoritien. '

5 -0 T/3Y 31 mah 1820, —EBSCT "1/38 28 .Sopt.let‘s‘O‘. '
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There were, however, slave osners wvho werd ruecessful in
co-opersting fully with the lar ~ even tiking great trouble
to reliove the sluve of the oauce ¢f the oonpiaint% But ine
formed and {olerant mastors yet found it dirfiecult to nocopt
a law that allowed glaves to eompliain againct ‘*i’tht:‘m? Blaves
vare, first and last, a thing of property., This bosides the
prastical inconveniense oomplaint to the CusrdSBin ooused to
tho employsr. A slave night absont hinmself without notifica-
tion of his intention to tha nasters or the maetsr would bo
¢alled vpon by the Guardion to fetch the somplninant fren hig
offiee® This meant loes of time nnd labor to tho mapter, par-
ticulerly 4f the griecvonse 1led to & court cage. |

For all these invelved in these slave trinlg, thore wurc: |

numerous firritationc vith which to contend, Yitnetooo {oclavcs
and goloniote) had to bo 6ailed from grent distandon, often
st the farmerts bueiest time of the yezr, an&p&gh prices paid ;'

for adeonmobotion in the tovn where the ecircuit wvuo bBeing

held. Alvays with the poscibility of a eharge being with-
dravn ot the last msmcnt@
The reports of the Cuardians, and later of the I?rp”tec.fdru"

oxe ﬂnéd with detailed secounts of court cases, ending ¢i- |
ther with the mniéﬁﬁent of the slave for foloe eonplaint, or, |
with the fining of the cwner,. The latter wero pemnliced if |
- they were found goilty of excens of puniockzent; or of punichs :
nent w&tﬁéﬁt mﬁe‘i Thin last wan o very wide statesont.
There were instensen of malicious cruclty, both phypical and
montal, but to the normal ownsr it was ne érime to give hio
slave & ﬁiapv fof mi stakendy bolling a onbbage. The 1826 law |
niede no provision for this lighter, if unvarrontod £6rm of |
ghastigeent, vhich ?tlha‘ owacrs oonsidored routine for the r.u'c‘

gogrfinl running of 2 slave Hougehold, and a rman wap fined £5

1 Tor a pood but Iotor inofonco of talp: U-CY 1780 24 Juno x|
2 Z.,A. 19 Aug.l831.

3 Blaven ooeasionally camplained to the Cape Town office, not%
to the nearcot cuthority. £be0T 1/34 27 June 1831. Iics.
lettorn 1/’51 25 Cet.1831. {Slaves having to bo feotohned '
from Cape Town by zmusters in Ltellenboceh a.nd Caledon reoo
poctively.)

¢ Yhis ctill happened as inte so 1834, Vel? 1/4%9 16 April 183,J
5 Sb-CT 1/34 29 Jon.1830.
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to £10 whether he had given a for cuacks or o violent bcating.
aced on tho type of misdeamouy, cnd not on the individunl oir.
cumstancos of tho case, this inflexible form of ;unigiment

!

wag dioliked oven Yy the authorltiea% it wao regented by the
ownere nore perticulsrly as to them the vhole theory of Guore
dian agd camﬁlnint vags looked upon as an unnecocssary interfers
cnoe in dcmestioc affnirs. Thisp portly acocounts for their roac.
tion during the following years to tho lawp made in conncotion

with the colorcd rases,

In thelr dealings with the officials, the owners were frc.
quently represented by agents. Agonts of all sorto werec come
mon at the Cape at that tlme? and if tho slave owners lived
far from the main town of their district, or if they vere wo-
men, it wao imperative that a meon in closer toush with the
bupiness world should stand for their interocsts. In olave
dealings, agents could aot as freely as the owncr himself
could have done, had he been present. Unfortunately, thay
vere not a suitable soclution for conditions in the colony,
and appenr too often as incompetent and disintereoted, or

3

neddlescme and overbearing. Yet on their side they had to

tolerate tardy and incomplete instructions from their employ-?
erp, and:were subject to riskp when it come to paying fines |
on the owners! behnlf? Agenoy was an unsatiofactory nrrange-g
ment, and the slaves did not benafit frem it when 1t applied h
to them,

The Guardians. 3

In the triangle of slave, master and Suardian, the Gnnr{
dians looking &ter the interests of the olaves had o most unJ
enviadble position, They had originally beon only Regiotrarc{
an oocupation apsigned to the distriot clerko in 1816, and aﬁ

Y 50-C% 1/390 29 Jan.1830, U-CT 1/490 22 Oct.iB83Z, L |
£40 to £120 wvaso the annual gpalary of thes apoistant Guar-'y
dions (Almanaes 1830. S6lave Protector's Department); |
compare with the £56-£210 fine for cach offaace. !

2 Adverticements in newspapers. Also by agents for slave

__ouners, advertising for eg. o desgerted slave.

3 SH-CT 1/54 2 TFed,1831. OR-CT 1/22 10 Jan.1834,

4 G,J. 6 Cov,1833.
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such had not aroused the antagorism of the owners. By Oxdi-
nanse 19 of 1826, they had beéen given the sdditionel duties of
C-ué‘r&iam ef the slavost concorng, with o central offico otill

in Capo Town, udminiﬁtered by G.Rogers.

The duties of the Regiétrars were actually in oppooition
" to thooe of the Guardianct The formor had kopt statiostical

records of the owners' proprictory rightsy their monthly ade 5
counts to Cape Town wore taken from their various 4larivs and |
folios? The Guardians' work, ap that of the 1atﬁf'Protectpro,l
wos token up with the more delicmte tosk of human relations,
1% wag te them that the slaveo came to complain; if tho nubtlo'
otterpts at reconcilintion with the masters failed, it vas thoe
duty of the Guardians teztake‘preiiminnty examinations, note :
down depooitions in court, and soke dotuiled Té?ﬁftﬂ of the
procestinge at these trials. This vesides lénnaf’regﬂlarftaskf
and the extraordinary requiremerits their position neﬁoanitated{
They ptdod for the elaves' interests « as Rogistrars thqy“had-'
secured the owners' alnimjto»their property. !
The powor ond the work esosigned to the poot of Cuardian

was not slearly laid down, and due ‘to the meagre salaries, tho?
holders of the office had to take on othor empiaymant té ine .
cremss their pays Theiy labors brought them into contact with
unofficiai bodibs and goveramont euthorities: the 1ocn1 Sudi~ ‘}
cddal officials, the sheriffo,; the civil commigsioners {w@o f
tranemitted t6 Cape Town the finos tiken for late regiutry or i

a6 .a fosult of court cases)dand with the field cornets, more o
i

the side of tho slave owners and againot the Cunrdiong than-
they should have been; Gonsidering the thooritical tmpurtinliﬁ

4

of their officeld o

1 Tholr dutiecn have been dealt with in scne detail here, &p no
printed account of them exisnto~ of their work in Capo Clom
The staterments folluvwing in the text have been compiled 1
fram contaect with their lettors and reports. |

2 Those inolnded: daybooks, folio for each slave owner, boo )
mgrtgages, Yook or conditions of oele, book of sale by auc
tion. .

5 CbeCT 1/34 21 Det.1830. They were usually aloo agents for th
Orphon Chomber, Z2.A,3 June 1831. C.A.8 July 1831.

4 Onc-third of theoo finco went to Rogern until 1832, ao the
head Cdzrdion (Proteutor) wvan aloo undcrpnid Confidcntial
resorto Jan.-June 1832

5 C.-CT 1/13 25 Jon,1833.
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F4 mieo.lettera 1/51 16 May 1831.

There vas mmch correspondence between these bu:sy Guars
dians and the central office, for each czse of slave complaini
was dealt with individually in detail, 1In lapite of, or dbe-
ceuse of, this, ths slove records appear to have been in a |
stats of confusion, partly due to incompléte information glven

i

by the ownerp, or mirunderstanding on the part of the Guar-
dians who were as yet unsurse 91‘ the extent of their powere'];* :
and also dne to tardiness from Cape Town in sending instruc- ;;i
tions or copies of regulntiongg There wvas the red tapo proe
verbial of government offices, |
The slave. owners did not take kindly to the institution
of guardianship, ulthongh in the following years their atti-
tude ‘beomne more tolerant3 on oooasion. the influence these
proteotors had vith the slavesy had s favorable result for thc
nasters, and tho system of complaint by the slave also adted :
as a means of giving vent to feelings which might otherwise
have to.ken a more harmful course, This was 5o when the knowe
ledge of deﬂnite emancipation made the slaves unruly and die-
olgedient. But throughout their officiel existenco, the Guar-
dians 'were loocked upon es intruding on the rights of property‘
Especial diclike was felt for the ease with which they beceme
lawyer for the olave in court ou.aea, after acting -a8 !.mpa:tia
orbitm tor. Thoir attempts to be unbiased d4id not brezk down
the puspicion with whioh they were regarded by the ovners, ye
ai oparagement by thelr neighvors did not apparently mcke them
»::.pa:t‘.het:igi tovards their oharges. They contimed éolicwing’ up:
the slightest grievanse, and nlso tried to bring about more
mmmmiaai;ons - to the owners, thio was deprivation of lawvful |
property. Their task was made no easier by the instances
when:a puniabmcnt of e slave was jJustified, but had taken an
illegnl fom. when they yet hed. to bring. the mapter ‘to book4
Y Govermment o¥ficlals’ Tetiers /7 79 g 1B,
2 Bw«CT 1/40 30 Aug.1830,
3 Confidential reports. Jan.June 1832, Rogers complaing .
‘continually of the irkscme nature of the office.of protec.

;gg. ' Confidential. reports. June-Dec.1830 and Jan.June
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23, |
The Cuardiann might have been oversealous oy dumiuderinaﬁ
in thelr labore} tut thoy come up againast stubbormnesc, «lit:o::ei'-ii
araﬁmnﬂtﬁ§ distonce wag alwoys agzinst them, both in cotion ;
townrdo the masterp and in advice from the central offico, sn
they wore continually short of clerks to hoip thc:ﬁ Thay too:;
rioke on behnlf of the onnvoﬁ%,althcugh they werc cware of th%
£rivolous nature of oome eamplaints, and the contradictory ovil
dense ty slavos dambarrasted sourt proceedings, Thelyr impart.
iality under trying conditions have been unappreciated both
by their contemporaries and after,
It wan through them that the amoliorative opirit of the |

timo first como to bear dircetly on the plave owners &n & {
hitherte unexperionced mannor, and unwittingly their actiono
gove to the future British slave lovp thot flavor of intorfer|
ence in property and houeehold rights, which was to disercdit
ths cmancipotion iooue in the oyes of tho colpnisto.

C e

-

1.From thotone of hio letters, the Stellonbossh Guardian, 0,!
Berpgh, 'was particuloarly so. Also the Yorsester Protooto
VeCT 1/49 31 Jan,.183%3,

2 Eb-CT 1/3) 31 Iareh 1829, Eb«CT 1/3% 28 Sept.1830. Nice.’
letters 1/51 19 Fob,1831, ;

3 Coloninl offico lottears to C,T.plave office 1/6 1B Feb, 182{ ‘
Ipid 1 July 1830. )

4 Uitenhage rogiotry office to C.T.office 1/43 4 Rov.18%0. j
Ivid 23 Jan,1830: Cape Towm Cusrdion btood rurety for o |
tlave so that sho might gain her frecdom; ﬁitenhnae Guzr.
6ian lent slaves 30 rds. for o journey. ,
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CHAPTER I
THE _ORDFRS-IN-COUHCIL.

"And blest shall the day be, when freed from
His sorrows forgetting « the Blgig gg?iga‘again: ;
And rescu'd from thraldrom, once more tekep his !
A man smongst men « with the rest of higlggge:'i |
1831 = 1834: four years of confusion and uncertainty in
the history of slavesholding in the British colonies, During
this period, the British parliament first tried to emeliorate |
the coritions of the slaves in her possessions, with emanoi-
pation in a distant future; then, under the pressure of opin-
ion in England, came the hurried freeing of all slaves., For
consecutive reasons, these two movements must be dealt with
separateiy; but while troubled with the Orders-in-Council,
the possibility of emansipation wap always present in the mind
of the slave-ownera,.anﬂ the experience called forth by the
nmelioratiée laws renkled, and biased their attitude towards ;
ths 1833 abolition.
I Dufing the pant fourteen years, Britian had taken aon in-}
creasing interest in the conditions of the mlaves in her colo:
nies., Besides the 1816% 1825 and 1826 laws, there were fre-
guent investigations into the circumstances of the slaves' exi

3

tence, If the deductioﬁs that ths British goverrment made fw?

these 41d not reflect the true plcturse of slave-holding, it ‘
was due less to wilful misrepresentation than to misunderntanc
ing on her part; the conclusions she drew were-alao-likely to;
be colored by public opinion, whose sentimentality throve on |

"The Slavev, 5?“3.L.5§ C. A.T? Aug. 1853, (Spelling is as

given in the newspaper), ]

2 ¢G.G, 27 April 1816, - .

3 Colonial office lettes 1/6. Examples are: 18 Aug.1826 -
Secretary of State wants report on all public funotionarie
personally conceened with slaves, 16 Dec,1829 = Same waniy
better reports from Central slave office and more thorougtii
investigation by officlals into slave complaints. i
13 July 1830 = Sams requires detalls on slaves' working
hours, type of labdbor ets.
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more thorough knowledge of the countryt!s peculiarities, but

Ll )

spectacular accounts of ﬁlstant lands.

During these four yeafl then, the British government
was undeérmining those most guarded of human beliefs: a man‘s
right to do as he wishes with his own propertyz and the pri-
vacy of his purse. The colonists felt themselves racked by |
the laws introduced by Britain in 1830 and 1831, and aboli-
tion came as a relief in its finalityd . .

. The first of these laws was the Order<in-Council of 2nd
February 1830; which camé into effect in Cape Célony on 26th
ngast 18307 It was not the ébject of this Order to lessen 8
the @génoﬁié rights of the owners - it was spefically stated
therein that although the sléve wag thereby given almost un- B
tonditional right toumafry, sﬁch‘marriage was not in any way

to interfere with the status of the slave as property. Nor ..

was it intended to injure the authority of the owner or maste
who could still punish his slave if he thought fit, The 2im
of the Order was to assimilate the varying treatment of sla- -
ves, and as such it was primarily intended for the West ;n-
dian colonies. The Cape was the. colony owning the fifthe
largest amount of slaves% yet no exceptions were made to ot
ter for her needs, The abolition of Sunday markets and of
Sundday labor, and the references to whips and manufaturing
slaves were incompatible with Cape conditions, as was the .
clause that up to sixteen years of age a child could not be
sold ggaft‘from‘the'mother% Nor did theAvisiting réquired
of the Protectors take into account the distances between
homes in the Colony. The sole authority who could ﬁave reg~

ulated matters was the Governor, who was ikely to have & .

iegisiatiéﬁ on the new Ofdér‘bj him was restricted to details

on law-courts, astions and fines.

1 Z.A, 7 Jan, 1830, 1bid 13 Sept. 1833.

8 For the Order vide G.G. 13 Aug. 1830, No (283 ﬂg\h4 '

3 Wastell, R.E.P, The histo:y of slave compensation 1833 to
1835. Iondon Unlveraity, 1632, p.298., Table.

4 Slave girls of that age in Cape Colony were frequently’
mothers themselves, (onfidential reports June-Dec. 1830
Z2.A, 7 Jan, 1830. Memorial to Cole.



For Cape Colony the innat importﬁnt of ite clauses were; .
the revocation of all slave laws made betwosn 1824 amd 18293
the restriction of punishment ¢f male slaves to 25 lashes, to
be given only onceo in 24 hours in the presende of one Lres or
six -sia%'e witnessesj females were no longer to be whipped, Lut
chautiged by light ‘m;ating as used for children, or for heavy
offences, by placing in the stocks, Protectors were to fake
the place of the former Guardiane, although in practice this

was a mere contimiation of their office with wider powers. Mor
revolutionary was that owners and masters were to take out
Punishment Resord Books, in which punistments of alaves were *’t;‘i,
be entered, with reasonns for, and cifcuma‘tan&es attending, the‘*‘ii
given punipbment. Tis owners and masters were to swear twice: ‘-
yearly to the truth of ‘thags?tatementn written in the books; if 48
unable to attend for this purpose on proven medienl gronﬁda,
the Protectors were to visit these cwners ﬁ: administer the oet

él;‘ Towry Cole made some slight alterations to suit Cape
conditions, but could not i:ate‘riaiiy ¢hange the lawl .The Ordg‘ ’
threw the ‘éoioniﬁts into & ferment. From all parts of the «eouii |
try,; ihe -gaﬁrmeﬁt offices received memorisls reguesting its '
suspension either wholly or in part, particularly the_proﬂaio
relating to the Funistment Resord Booke and the ineffestual j
treatment of inselent female slaves? Two deputations vielted
the governcr on 28th Desember 1830 and 18th Jamary 1831, wi»-'tm'

1 'rhe governor'ﬁa amendments were:- rvk'd?(
. Proclamation .0f 9 Aug, = For Judieia.l funoti ns of the Aaais- '
tant-?roteo,tofs. '

sonstituted work of necessity. a‘noution or Sunday mnrkets
v Ordinance 75. 9 Aug. - Regulatiny food, lodging, workingrhouy]
~Ordinance 76. 9 Aug: » On baptimms of slaves, and notiti ‘th*
of deaths, 19
Court promulgation. €.C.20 Aug, < On powers of Protectora inge
court, _
2 Confidential reports June=-Deo.1830, Ibid Dec.1830«Juns ‘1851.
Z.,A, 14 Jan, 1831, Correspeondence. C.A, 16 Fov. 1831,
3 S.A., 7 Jan, 1831 and 2.A, 21 Jan. 1831,
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himeelf could do nothing. He discouraged the sending of mem-
criels and would not ellow public meetings on a subject so
provocings he nlso publically refused to comait himself on
the rising question of emancipationl Exoited slave-owners
hod to be sstisfied with meetings in their homee?
 The Punishment Record Bookn were the innovation with
which both officials and owners found most cacuse to quarrel.
The harassed Assistant-Protectors (in most cases the fo:mgr
Guardians) wvere at a loss as to the distribution, unless the (
field-cornets were pressed‘inio aervioé? The more gistant |
of the farmers in all probability knew nothing of the nev
Ordor% if they aid, the majority of them were too uneducated ;
to i1l in the English "bleck books"; nor was it easy on the
lonely, poorer farms to find the requisite number of witness-
eE§ The main objestion of the owmers, however, was not to
the practical ‘aspects, but to the moral, They had either to|
| inoriminate themselves Yty recording correctly om sath, or
commit perju¥y by not resording all the punishments and swea
ing falsely, To the proud and religious Cape farmcrs this
was a very real dilemmal
vithout large-scale organization they sought their own
remedy: they simply did not take ocut the Bookaz From June t§
December only two owners im the Stellenbosch diairict, two 1i:~
the Albany, one in the Uitenhage area, made returns of punid
mentss similar numbers showed for the other distriots. The |
amount of defaulters rose accordlmgly: at lemst 259 for Uliter ,
G.G. 11 Feb, 1831, WMo VoL |
2.A, 22 July 1831. Va7 M. b&
Albany registry office to C.T.office 1/10 16 Feb.1831.

V-CT 1/48 14 March 1831. Z.A.14 Jan, 1831.. |
Apgr 1/}33%2 Oot. 1831, 1Ibid 29 Oeot, 1831. Sv-CT 1/35 2ndY
. OVe .

C.A. 30 April 1831, Confidential reporta June-Dea. 133¢°"

- Rogers maintained that not eight people in a field-canetc
could write, and not four understand English.}L)

A=CT 1/10 12 Cet, 1831, Besides references to this fact 1r

Inglish and Dutch newspapers, - '

7 Comp}alnta'from the Aselstant.Protectors of separate dis-
tricts surmerized in Confidential reports Dec.1830-June
1851. 1Ibid June~Dec, 1831, Ibid June 1832-June 1833.
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hage by November 1881, 10¢ for Beaufor:t, and by July 2832...~

, pliancea ‘But disiike was not elways shown so quietlys and in

for Pasrl was mcodmpanied by *mud, sand, eggs, shoes; and -

T AT I/I0 TE Fov 1T (Uitentage) Teaatort Teaisty 3.

. 2 A-CT 1/10 16 Teb. 1831  2Z.A. 29 Lay‘/mn NAE Nobo .
3 For Stellenbosch epissde: C.A. 23 April 1831, 2. A. 6 T{uy
, 1831; <Colonial office letters 1/6 19 April 1831. .
4 C.A. 17 Sept. 1831. Trial in Circuit court. e
"5 For Worcester episocde: C. A 50 April 1831, Z.A., 29 April,
. 1831, . \Za¥1} No‘bb
6 Confidential reports june-Déc. 1831.‘5\»(0\%& ' ‘
7 C.A. 17 Sepb. 1831.
8 Order-ins Council 6 Feb.1832, ¢.G. 17 Ang,1832,

e

over 420 for Somersetl: Otmers took out the Books, but return-fj

ed them uhused, in spite of the £10 to £50 fine fpffﬁ@néﬁémgx”

the preat slavesowning distrist of Stellenbosch epinion flars f“
ed up @}’p“éiﬂ? |
area .tiame to '_swee;r according to the law on 1lth April 1831, °
they weré insulted vy a mob gathered in front of the Stellen: ‘
boseh courtehouses The departure of the Justice of the Peace
other sﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁnéeéf% and the AssistanteProtector and district
surgesn had weveral of their windows broken. Resistance at -
Wéi%é:ﬁﬁ:é? was also aﬁéﬁ@naj aiﬁh@ug‘h calms: some iso farmers
signed & &eéiafat.icn that it was impossible for them €to keep ‘
the Punishment Reéord Bookeé ’
1t was fortunate for the Cape owneérs that the chief offi
cials, ‘f?i@_?fdtéétﬁi‘ end the governot were of their opinion.
In hié‘repﬁfts»tb the Seuretary of Sta%e@:BBgers‘agaiﬁ'éﬁ& 
again gtressed the i‘mp‘facﬁéabnity of enforclng the - Ordei‘, |
particularly the ¢leauge 6f the Redord Books. ¥o ac’tipn was' .
taken by the government authorities against the numerous, de= ‘_
‘faui*’béf:% and the Stellenbosch rioters received only a £10 '
fine; instead of prisén sentence Theé British government -
suspended but did not repeal the offending cluase in Feb‘f‘uary
1832? and restricted Punishment Record Books to own& ‘s iiving‘
withif 20 miles of the district centre only. Had it :bggm L .‘
referred first to the Prs'o‘téé{t_‘cf a.t the Cape before ‘bt?_i:ﬁ"g’. a,;f,'a =
plied by ‘Britian, much iii‘«&‘féélﬁ.‘ng might have been averted;

ag it stood; the whole Order brought about an wéstrangewent

fice to C.T.office /41 19,0ct. 18513 4-CT 1/10 26 5 July,,
1832 {Somerset figures) ]
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wvhich had not existed before between the home government and

- . 1
the Cape colonists.

An excuse for & representative assembly was never far ‘Q
from the minds of the Cape inhabitantsj seizing the opportuni.
ty, and quoting the recent unsuitable slave law as an example
6f typical misguided legislation by a distant body, the Cape
sent fhreé memorials to the King, asking for a rep?esentative7
assembly. In return, slavery was to be abolished completely
in the Cblnny;nghis was a bargain Whgch the British govern-
ment wag not prepared to make, fearin% the_suppressiqn of the §
black by the white once the colonists had control of their
cwnwaffaiis, v ,

The slave préprietors ieye 1e££’toldigest the 1830 Orde}:j
in<Coun¢il until the end'of April 1852, when rumors of a new
and yet more drasti€ slave code reached the coloriy.:3 The news-,
paper agitation thereon resulted in at%acks on the new propo- |
sals in severél letters; of which the Koeberg letter caﬁe to
be looked upon by the proprietors as the emiodiment of thelr
attitude:4 This prophesied the total rain of the country if
an Order was to be applied which to them threatened civil -
safety ané broke down property rights. "The'SIaves are our
goods and our property, to be ours in the most absslute
sense", stated the Eignatories? To suppress the grpwing un-
easiness, Cole in June forbdad the publication of opinions .
likemy to.atir up the people, and promised exile to any pere
son endangering the peace and security of the colonyf5 This .
warning was regarded by the colonists as an insult to the in- &
herent right of the British subjeet to voice his sentimepts?

As yet; the dreaded Order=-in-Council of November 1831
hnad not formally reached the Cape. Before its arrival, the'
owners were pacified by the information that 1t would not
1 Confidential reports Juﬁéfgﬁc 1830, 1bid Jan.-June 1832.
2 C.A. 25 Hay 1831. Ibid 20 July 1831. Z.A., 22 July 1831.
3 2.A, 27 April 1832, 1Ibid 4 May 1832, C.A. 9 May 1832.

4 Z.A. 11 May 1832, For letters asserting its principles,.

vide Z,A. 25 May = 8 June 1832, e B
5 2.A, 25 May 1832. TILetter written as sequel to the one from &

the Koeberg, and theoritically signed by a majority of y

the 105 men who had signed the first.

6 Crdinance 90. G.G. 8 June 1832.. Mo Yl
7 Z.A. 29 June 1832, 1Ibid 6 July 1832,
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apply to the Colony,; for which special provisions were being
n.de by Britain%

' The November Order was promulgated on August 14th 18322
In faoct, it did not change slave regulations at the Cape to
any great extent for, althoughrevoking 411l lwmws arising from
the Ordersin-Council of 'Peb:ma‘ry 1830, it was largely taken
up with re-stating these provisions in more detail, & quality
which the slave-owners were too agitated to note. Its novelt;
lzy in ¢he reconstruction of the system of Protectors =~ they
were given extraocrdinarily wide powers, including aajrest and
imprisonment of owners who refused to testify. Alsc new were
the details of requirements for food, clothing and working

hours, and the establisiment of Courts of Requestsfor slaves

for vases involving slave property under £10. A medical auth.
ority was to viait at leant once a fortnight all estates witﬁ ,
more than 40 slaves on them, and the 25 lashes that could dbe
given a rale slave were reduced to 15; but only 3 slave wit.
nesses were necessary at such a punishment instéad of the six
that hed deen required before, Property rights remained un-
touchéd: the élause that maryiage was not to interfere with
the right of the owner to the slave, was re-stated, and it
was laid down that temporary removal of a slave to & land vhe;
slavery was not resognised, did not free'such slave from Bone|
dage,
The golonists now had a definite basis for their argumen:
and the governor sanctioned the holding of a public meeting -
on 17th &ptem‘ber? The four weeks before the meeting brought
some local changes in the yvew Order. The provisions that had
been prbmiﬁ'e’d by Bridddn to mitigate it in accordance with
Cape osonditions proved disappointings a new Orde;'-in-.-c:ouncil
drewn up specifically for the C6lony on 6th February 1832
merely limited the Punishment Becord Books to. owners living
within‘» twenty ‘milas. of the towns, allowed the Prdectors to al,
T Z.A. 15 June 1853, e

2 Order-in-Council of Znd November 1831, G,0. 17 Aug, 1832,
3 ZOA‘ 2‘ Aug. 1832. . N




ter the regulations on food and clothing if they thought it
necessary, and decreased the rate of fines% si:'Ipw:y @here-
upon chenged the stipulations regarding food for slavess he
also iaiﬁ!ﬁown the procedure for summoning owners to court,
and orders on the imprisonment of female slaves in stocks.
The Coutrts of Bednésts were likewime set up? But the)scdpe.
allowed him was too narrow for essential improvements, and
the eﬁicnists 5till considered it necessary to bring their
grievaﬁces to the notice of the British gbvefnmeﬁ% in the
hopes of obtaining relief:

On 17th September, 2,000 slavesowners attended the
eager;ygawaite& meeting in Cape Town? The unanimous resdln-

tions resulting from their rousing speeches were directed

against the inapplicability of the Hovember 1831 and Febrmary
1832 Orders and the distruct these threw upon the owners,
They objetted to the power of the Protectors, the rggulati@ns
on houtrs of work and on medical attention, and to the prin-
ciple of the Punisiment Record Books. The prescribed mode
forvdamesti@tcarrecﬁion was, in their opinion, inadéquate

and cumbersome. The resplutions included a demand for &
representative assembly, as “"the Public Meeting feel ¢onvinc-
ed, and as the clear proof thereof before them in this Order
of H.M.in Couneil, of the abourdity of his Majesty's Ministers
being allow ed to make lews and regulations for our propertiegﬁ
Once representation was attained, the proprietors would &oop-
erate in ameliorating and finally abolishing slavery. Thege
_proposals were taken by the whole assembly to the governp:,f
with the reguest tﬁfsuspend the Order; on his refusal, those

present signed & general prbtest, and disperseda

1 Order-inoCﬁhncil of 6 February 1832 G G. 17 Angust 1832
Confidential reports Dec. 1831«June 1832,
2 On imprisonment of female slaves in stocka: Prachamation of
27 Aug. 1832,
Assignment of AsslstantuProtectors to distrlcts‘ Proclamatzon
of 28 Aug. 1832
Rules for‘setting up Courts of Requests: 6 Sept. 1832,
Procedure for summonrs to court: 7 Sept., 1832, e
Rations for slaves: Proclamation of 10 Sept. 1832,
5 For accounts of meeting, see C.A. 19 « 29 Sept., 2Z.A. 21st
and 28 Sept. 1832, N ’
4 C’A, 26 Sept., 1832. Resolutions. Clause 13.



14 The meeting had eléoted a cormittee to embody the reso-
lutions in a petition to the King; nothing came of it, as the
Britizh govornment'lbOkpd upon the demands as unjustifiedl

But the coarmittea remained, to repreaént the slave-ownors, an
as late as” the middle of 1833 it took upon itcelf the right
to act on behalf of ths proprietors These extrajudicial

activities brought it into confliet with the govemment, who !
refused to deal with it in any but & limited capacity) and
forbad the election of cormittees at future meetingsd 1In

ancwver to the many protests continuing to reach the governmen
offices on the unsuitability of the Order, Cole also re-issued
a deoree of 1824, rejecting any memorials whigh were not
couched in the proper 1angugge§ It wﬁa consequently imposs-
idble for the slave-owners to make themselves heard, and when
Sir Lowry left the colony in August 1833, his administration.
wvas subjeot to bitter remarits by inhabitante of the Capeﬁ
Thip was hardly fair on their part, as the governor could do
very little in the limited field left hin for legislation,
and the continued mitigation of the fines and non-enforoement

of thp objestionable parts of the Order, are indigative of
both dourage and understanding on the side of the suthorities!
The two Ordersein-Council 4id more  td embitter the pro-
prietors against the Britigh govermment than any abolition
legislation two years lcter. As o result of the laws, the

attitude townrds the slaves became not more kindly, but harshe''§

ex8 Tranag}esoions against the law did not decreases instead,
“the number Qf‘comblaints ﬁy slaves mbﬂnted?Q This was duo leasfi ‘
to vorse treatment Gy the masters than to increasing 1nsubord.hi é
inntion among thc.alavgs, the ocomplaints being largely of a

7oA. 28 Hay 1B53.
Z2.A. 12 July 1833,
2.A. 2 Yov, 1832, Corresondence of camittee. Ibid 12th
July 1833, '
2.A. 28 Deo. 1832,
G.G. 2 Hov, 1832, )
Z.A. for Aug, 1833, , ’ ‘ g
Confidentiacl reports Deo.1830-June 1831, Ibid June-Dec.1833 i
Ibid Dews.1833.June 1834, ¥
Confidential reports June-Dec,1830., £.A. 11 Fed, 1831.
Confidential reports Deo.-lBSO-June 1831.
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minor or fecetious nature. The slaves became deily more im-
pertinent and disobedlient, claiming they had the British na-

tion behind them ready to defenmd their actions against their

masters%

-

The deterioration in master and slave relations was due

not to the enforcement of the specific regulations - for the :
authorities would not punish, or pardoned, masters not cpmply-éi'
ing with the Ordersg- but to prinmciple: the resentment of the
colonists to intervention by a.foreign body which set out to éf'
control their property to inside their front door. ?o later :
cdlo?ed legislation, thelr attitude had been soured; and they {;
vere still uncertain as to.the British will in regard to the

future of their slave property.

T Confidential reports June-Deo. 18350. 1bid June-Dec. 1832. I
Z.A. 10 Ang, 1832, ' :

2 Confidential reports Dec. 1830-June 1831. Ibid June-Dec.
1833. Ibid Dea, 1833+June 1834.
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CHAPTER IV
YHR EMAECIPATION ACT

E
lpy 1832 tho quostion of emancipation could no longer be ]
averted by tho British parliament. The spirit of reform thatl

ﬁ

was soon to lead to social improvements at home, chose as an

outlect in the eaily 18305 the freeing of 800,000 human beings

-
{

a proninent role in the recent elections, and that the public

fron bondoge. Policdy regarding the slavery issue had played

was insistent upon attaining its wish was re-asserted in the
many petitions for emancipation that reachod the government,
For Parlisment it would be a delicate tack to take from
tho owners a type of property whose importation Britain had
in paot yoars not only ensoursfed, but whose inviolability ‘
had Yoen reoogniaed, for example, in the 1806 terms of capl-
tulation vhen the Dutch ceded the Capo to Britain, To 2ll bu1
the most ardent abolitionists, compensation in pome form
would thereforo,be esoentinl. Debate now arose ap to the na-.
ture and amount of such compensation, The second major pro- ,
blen was tho unodtrusive transition of so many slaves to frce.
dom - a gradual change from one status to another was prcfer-.
Yible. Provision would heve to be made for the education of |
tho slafea prior to and after abolition, so that they could ;
take their place as responsible free citizens. Vagranecy laws|
might be necessary; and regulations fixing wage rates lest thé
Yest Indicn planters avenge themselves by paying cuch low '
rates that decent living standards wéuld be mnde impossidble

for the freed slaves.

Y It is precumed that the roader has a Xoowlcdge of tho nilse
tory of the Abolition movement in Britain and the Veot In.
dies, as it 18 not poscible to enter into detalls here, }
Recommondable bookpo ares-

Burn, V.. Enancipation and apprenticeship in the Britinh
Vest Indies. Iondon, 1037.

Edwards, I.E. Towards emancipotion: a study in South Afri
ean slavery. Cardiff, 1942,

ooImmeo, C.M1. England and slavery. Bristol, 1934, ,

Inthieson, V,L. British slavery cnd its abolition, 1823-
1838. Iondon, 1926. }




Varicus plans were put forward to end slavery. Counter
proposals and reasons for resistznce cams from the powerful
representatives of the West Indien planters. Public opinion .
exprenssed itself in meetings and petitions. Amidst euch clae

nour the Abolition bill was drafted, and passed on 4th Auge
ust 1833, a remarkadly Just piece of legislation under trying|
and emotional ocircumstanges.

P By the Abolition Aot of 28th August 1833, the status of
slave was to abolished throughout the British possessiors from,
15t Angust 1834 in the West Indies, lat December 1834 at the
Cape, and lgt February 1835 at Mauritius; but the slaves were
to continue under their masters' authority as apprentices for
five or seven years; depending on whether they were nonaprai |
dial or praedial slaves, IBesides apprenticeship, £20,000,000
wves to be divided among the owners as recompense for the 1055.
of thely property and its gervices, The masters were to feed
and clothe the past slaves as before, but children under six
wvere free and‘had to maintained bty their parents unless such
maintenance was not possidle, when they were to be apprentice{
until the ages of 20 and 24 for girls and boys respectively.
The interests of all apprentices were to be protefited by spe-
‘oial dmpartinl matistrates to be sent out from England; other
officials provided for in the Act were the Commissioners of |
Compensation, with a central board i{n London and assistant

bodies in the separate oolonien% i

To the Cape, the emancipation aost 414 not come as a sur-
prise, Yor the past years the whole question of the legallty
of slavery haod ocome under the review of such writers as Chase]

Fairbatrn, Vright end Miller? and it was urged by them that

1 Abolition Aot, 5rd ond 4th of willlam 1V, cap, 73.
2 Chase; J.C. Practical oconsiderations on the exact position
of the slave question. Cape Town, Creig, 1831.
Fairbairn, John., Five papers on the slave guestion. Cape
Town, Grelg, 1831.

Vright, Rev. William. Slavery at the Cape of Good Hope.

-
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the colonists would of their own accord put forward an accepe-
table scheme for ebolition, rather than be subject to ons
fram England less suited to the Colony'sc needs.

Various attempts to end blavery had been made during the
last thirty years at the Cape. In 1803 ths Dutch govermment
h2d planned to fres alllfemaie slaves and allow the colonists
e representative assembly as rewardl 1In 1826 27 slave-ocwners
of Graaff Reinet had petitioned the governor thsat slavery be
abolished by freeing all female slave ohildren born after a
certain date, an offer which the governor 1gnored% The fol-
lowing year, the government slaves were freed, the old bdeing
cared for and the children apprentioed?

Before 1834, the only way in which owners could emanci-
pate their slaves was to free them individually, unless they
applied to the Philanthropie Society, established in Cape Town
in iBZéf This assooiation was open to appeals from slaves
and slave-ownersj it undertook to free female children Ly
buying them from willing proprietors, preferably at a reduoced
price, gnd apprenticing them, until they were 18 yexms of &ge;
to masters willing to train them in a useful occupation and
teach them the principles of edusation and religion. Although
by 1833 the Society had branches in Craaff Reinet, Somerset
and Stellenbosch? the eparse donations of the colonists to
this fumd showed that the scheme did not have their real sup-
port, in spite of optimistic affirmations of its success by
nembers, and conourrent declarations by slave owners of thelr |
willingness to free their slaves if only they were given a |
' rezsonable prico? By August 1833, when the active period of
its existence ceased, the Soclety had bought 127 girls?

T iondon, longman, Rees, Orme cto. 1831,
¥iller, Thomas., Considerations on the exact position of

the slave question, Cape Town, Creig, 1831, )

1.C.A, 19 Jan. 1831. 2Z.K. 20 May 1831,

2 C,A. 19 Jen,. 1831, Chase, J.C. Practical considerations...
1831, p.25.

3 2.A, 29 Dee, 1837,

4 Chase, op.cit. p.25. Ordinance 70. G.G. 3 Feb.1830.

b C.A. 25 Nov,1831 for Craaff Reinet, Almanacs 1832 for Bomer
set., C.A. 7 Aug. 1833 for Stellenbosch.

6 G.G. 14 Sept. 1832. Report of Society.

? CQA' 7 A‘lg‘ 1833.
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Anotheyr concerted move which hod brought some sonll mcoe
curs of success, hed been the frecing by o handful of slave- 4
owners of their femnle children in April 18313 their offapring
t0 be apprenticed until the girle were 14 years of age and
the bbyu,‘ o5 Although this was an unnecesearily nrolongéd
type of ermansipation, much personnl venom was vented upon
these men by other plave-bwners, who suggested underhand deal..

ings and impure motives behind the genereosity of these fellow '
' i
?
put forvard in 1831, when threc petitions offered the emancipe

.2
proprietorc, Further suggestions for abolition were those

~tion of the slaveo if the Cepe were granted a representative
a.acembly‘v.’, Lone wvero of ony effest.

It ic an open guestion whether the Cape owners would
have abolished slavery nt all or by what slow means they woulc
nave chosen to do gso, hed they been left entirely to their
owvn deviaes, Among the proprietors were consoervative men who
oonsidered any nttack on this form of property to be equiva--_ '

lent to robbery: and even local philanthropists realiscd thn

freedom would spell ruin to tho ownors without sche form of
compannatinn? Until the Abolition Aot was publiched, the

inhobitants were unsertain vhather any amends at all would be'<
nade for tﬁa loss of capital or even vhat Britain's plans wery
for changing the statuo Dé the nlaves, The only body whioh !
attempted fo inform the anxious coloniots as to how matt;erﬁ *.‘
stood, was the Cape Trade Society in London, It sent a d‘epu-'-':iﬁ
tation to lord Stanley in June 1833, to drsy his attention g
to the extraordinary nature of slavo.holding in Cape Colony [
itp mildness and the scattered efate of the population, whichlg
varranted special arrangements being made to suit its o ndi-
tions. ©Stanley ccknowledged both these pointsy he nlso de-
clored the pdqﬁibiﬁnt'y of separate emangipatory leglslation

for the Cape, &s it was a Crown colény} but he aould not ac-

1 C.A, 10 Jon.1831, 1bid 2 Veb,1831, Also, Replies to mem~ |
orials from Colonial office 1/56 25 lay 1831: WEtermeyor |
to Protector. '

2 2.A, 21 Jon,1831, 1Ibid é Feb. 1Ibid 4 liarch 1831,

3 C.A. 25 Lay 1831. 1Ibid 20 July 1831. 1

4 .=CT 1/49 4 June 1834, Z.A, 11 Feb,1831. Ibid 21 Jun,1331

5 C.J. 1 fug.1833, Editor on Stanley's resolutions. Fulrbai

Johp. Tive pupere on the slave .uestion. Come "m e  Anze
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aoquiesce in any such slow method of abolition as thé freeing
of female slave children: The slave-ownors drew little hope
from thess remarks. %

Just defore the Act of emanoipation was publiched in the
Colony on 10th-Januery 1834, the aotinge-governor issued a oire
culer and proclamation by the King to forestall any disturbanc
Besides ascking offiocinls, owners and slaves to co-operate witﬁ
goverrment at this critical time, the fears of the owners were
lessened by the information that they were to receive compenss
tion and th;t vagrancy laws would be passed to stop vagobondag
As the owners wvere ﬁov somewhat soothed by this knowledge,
there wvas little else Yade could do, bes:des ewait the reac-
tion of the colonists to the fait accompli. |

The slave-owning inhabitants were more prominent in voic
ing their opinions on the aot than the philanthxopiatu.f The
latter held that with ths freedom of the slave, the prosperit
of the country was ensured: lnbor‘wou}d then be free to apply
itself to new d;;elopmenﬂa ags the demand arose; this {abor
would be guaranteed by the lews that were undoubtedly to be
passed to hindér vagrancy., The increase in the consumption
of food and mamfectured articles, as the freed slavep raise
their standard of iiving, would allow more money . to circulat:
which, togethor with the removal of so many mortgages, meant’
a counder financial basis for the colony. The irritation of!
Protectorq, passes, court casep, would all fall away?

The exponents of the opposite viewpoint foreaaw:nothlng
" short of chzos and a bloodbath as %he whole hoard of ,irmoral
negroes was let loose upon the coloﬁyf' Their more immediate

B8 T, ¢ e T o

The Abolition Ast was published in thes G.G. 10 Jan. 1834,

but the ocolonists were already aware of its contents de

fore this formal publication, as the newspapers had pr

ted the Act in December. Extra copies wer e printed by

the "Commercial Advertiser® to keep up wvith the demz=nd,
(C.A: 21 Dec. 1833),

The new governor, D'Urban, arrived shortly after the

formal publicati on of the Ast.

3 C.,A. 11 Sept, 1833, G.J. 19 Sept. 1833.
4 2,A, 1) June 18303 Correspondcnce. £bid 28 Jan,1831.
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oohcern, however, vas finangial, and was embodied in the resoe
lutions resulting from a meeting of some 500 slave-gwners on
h ¥
22nd March 1834 in Cape Town. In them they asked that all
non- ’ -
slaves be termed praedial ie,domestic at the Cape, as most

suitable to the nature of slavery there; that, the ewkmard

time chosen for émancipation being harvest, labor be secured |
in some way by the govérnment for this period; that the powers?;
of the Justices of the Peade be extended, rather then turden |
the colony's findnces with special magistrates. They requeste;
that £400,000 of the compensation money be advanced, so as to |
patisfy the many mortgagees and to alleviate any esconomic suf-
fering of the mortgagers. For the seme reason, it was hoped
that the nppraisers who weére to evaluate the slaves would begir|
their work as oo‘on as possible, eso that an approximate value ' ‘
of the slaves might be known by the time the act come 1nto “ ;
operation., These request were embodied 1n a petition to tho ;;
King, with D'Urban's otrong recommendation of the advanoement !,
of the £400,000° | "
The petition had not mentioned the other problems which' 4,
occupled the attention of the colonists, and which were centre.
around the aia.ve as part of the community., The wvelfarc of
the old slav;s and the children were considered by Dutch aﬁd
Engliah alike. Formerly, the 0vld-had been provided for 'by thn
1nd1'vidua1 macters; now, it was felt that they should be - ma.in-
tained by some government institution® The children were leai., '
" easily disposed of. In the past, they had always proved a
diffioulty whon individual nmasters ha.d wanted to tree the"pa- -‘ -
rentsi now, the coloniste 4did not wish to see them wandering  :

about as unoared ror ap the free ‘Hottentot children, but tho

1l Tb.e purgpose of this meeting wvas to consider the Abolition f.,'_‘
Aot and "to sutmit to His lajesty such Measures as moy bel;
Beened absolutely necesszry to protect their Interest and’ tL
the Velfare and Security'of the Colonmy® when cerrying W
emancipation into effest.: (G.G. 7 March 1834). :
For. resolutions see Z.A, 21 and 28 March 1834, : i

2 Z,A, 2 Hay 1834, Corrospondence between committee and gov-
ermment gives DYUrdan's recommendation. . '

3 2,A. 27 Juns 1834, °“Ibid 4 July 1834,

-~
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naotors woro not willing to choulder tho expensen of bringing ]:_l‘{

| i
%

thom up without the progpect of having their labor loter.l ro " 3
|

colutiono wero offorcd for thio dinndvantogo. %
|

A
3

'
:

%

Onco tho elaves tnd been freed, tho farmoro o no way of 4!
obtaining an onsured cupply of lnbor.2 They dicliked poying
tho wagen dconnded by froo laborors, ond it wap hoped that an

X3

o i

gnower would be found in the vagrancy law which had boen pro= 3
niced by vade, for without it the colonioto feored confucion
cnd tho destruotion of their property.’ They had experienccd |§

P

the effoot of Ordinanso BO upon the Hottentots, of whooo ttral ¥3

ing and oquatting on farmers' proporty thore wore otill cone {
tinml complainto, eopcoially from tho castern distriots,
<hero the inhabitants algo had to contend with the roving
Xoco from agross the frontiorf Although tho majority of tho
sloves wero in the vept, desorters were known to ally thcasel.
vep with tho Eottentots and to follow thoir vaynf’vith no 1n-t'
duoccnt to work, the farmero scy no rengson why theo freed ‘ -
olcven chould not gonerally take to thieving for a living. 3
vogranoy lcuoc cxioted in Britain: che gould consequently hove,
no rbjcotion to similar precautions in the colonion, _.
It voo in vain that the philanthropic poarty ot the Cape | v
pointed out thnt not only wvere the sloves there kmown in the 3
nain to bo low.abiding and indnotrioup. but tnt any v:.grc.ncy}}

lcy would be against tho provisions of Crdincnoe 50. Governs,

[

I
ncnt and pudblic opinion in Inzland would nover allow o returs

‘. [
to a cordition whioh would Jeopordize the frecdom of Hottene
toto and paot slaven. These admoniolments were of no avail,
and in 1834 the aconflict on the necd for o vagrancy lcw ovcr:

chadowed oven the proopeot of the coming apprenticoshipd ";,;:;

1 lor o comsico statcoent on this vicwpoInt, coc Liso.lctter) 3§
1/51 15 0ot.1831. Parliby to Rogevs, : | o

2 2.A. 10 Jan,1834, Letter from Louw. Ibid 8 Ang,1834, v

3 G.J. 12 June 1834, Confidential rpports Junc 1834,

4 Thoro wero alwayo complaints on vograncy, particulerly frog:
the east, throughout the past four years. Sce Cormoroian|s
Adverticor for 1330, Zuid Afrikaan for 1832, Grakcmstoun|.
Journal almost overy iosue, f

5 S.A, 28 Jane 1831.

6 The vagroncy law wae the question which £illed tho ncwrpop o
org in 1834. The standpoint token by the philanthroyict Rl
in the Commcrc.al /dvertiser wcs ¢ direet centrolbtion o’
the hopes expressed in 1833, It is vorthy of note tiat




The drafting of a law to counteract vagrancy, in view of
the coming emancipation, was one of the first activities of -
| .
‘the Legislative Council, instituted in January 18341 The core

of the simple but wide provisions of this draft was the appre:
hension by the field-cornets of anyone - both black and white
- who had no apparent  honest means of livelihood, and the .

forced Employment of smich until otherwise hired or reoogﬁﬂsed;
as capable of living inddpendently 2

The publication of the dm ft in May raised a hornetis'
nest about the heads of the Council.z’ Those against the dill
contended that it was arbitrary and liable to re-enslave the °
coléored races, degrade and immobilize labor, and hinder move—?
ment of 21l colonists. This besides the difficulties of en-
forcement. Those for the bill rejoiced that at last some mes
would be available to chegk the colored peoples. The presenc
of two such conflicting points of view brouéht about a flow
of petitions to the government offices, so that at one meetin
no less than 16 parts of the Colony were represented in the
memoxrials that lay on the Council tablee Agcording to the
"Commercial Advertieer‘; 2,684 men had signed in favor of sucj
a law, B0O7 against? The latter included petitions from the
Eat River Settlement and the missionary institutions, at whici
the Hottentots were gathering in»a.state of alarm, anml one:- |
from Dr. Philip. This last was printed, and referred to the
civil ocommissioners for comment. All but the commissioner fo!
Ultenhage negated Dr. Philip's objections to the bill.

On September 8th, with the approval of the judges, the
bill became law, subject to ratification by the King? Its
clauses included the repeal of the second seation of Ordinanc

50 and all existing vagranocy laws, ‘and made provisions to pre

the "Grahamstown Journal®, although English, was very:
much in favor of the law, -
1 G.G, 24 Jan, 1834, Its meetings only became open to the |

public in October, but the newspapers kept the people in2j
formed., ' . L

A, 16 May 1834. j

2Z- *

3 For ths proceedings, memorials and opinions on the law, see
Z.A, 30 May - 14 Nov, 1834; C.A. 14 May - 25 Oct. 1834,
4 C.A, 9 Aug., 1834,

5 C.A. 1 Nov, 1834,

6 Z.A

. 12 Sept. 1834.



-*»’m « the King's ﬁﬁnsure ‘be known before it was enforced. As some

governor 4issented from the measure as he believed the- home

know what their rights would be under apprenticgship?ﬁ/ln the éj”

L]

vent squattlng and vagrancy 1ﬁ more definite terms than the
a4
drafg?IfThe bill became law by a majority of one, butwtpe@

goverﬁment would '‘not allow so dangerous a law, and that the
existiné laws against thieving and wandering were mifficient
to rgstrgin‘tagabondggeg His remarks were highly :eseptgd-bya;ff
the colonists who looked upon them as nothing short of xrea-_f
chery to t@eir ;nﬁerests? but further critieism_waaﬁatopped" E
by the Jjudgest reconsideration of the law, and their declara- }}i

tion that, as it went against ‘Ordinance 50% it were better if

of the pu’olic officials had already acted on the new law; its ?@
revocatiQn caused some confusﬁon_aﬁd loss of p:est;ge3 SRS g

Yhen this withdrawal came about, thé day of emaricipation ﬂ@
- poe . . . - L - - - . Ry

was only a few weeks away. All members of the commnity werelg’
in-an unsettled state of minds The government was afrald to-;%m
act lest it curtalled the freedam of any of the peoples of thﬁ‘:'
¢olony, oOr burdened the qqlonial treasury, and its only pre- ;Hf“
parations were resolutions of October 29th,. for the better - L
education of the coibfgd.pebpie? whi&ﬁ paralysis and nonde--
script legislation on the issue received the censure of the
éélonists? _b/ '
The slaves themselves were at a loss.  They were unsure. §

of the strength of their present position, and did not rightl 48

weeks before Dedember;-fhay were exhorted by the editors of

the local néwspapers to accept freedom calmly, yet there were{?f?

TC.A, 18 = 24 Sept. 1834. .
2 Z.A. 3 Oct. 1834, 8
3 Particularly by the people in the eastern districts. G. J
for October 1834, g
Z.A. 14 Nov, 1834, The judges had considered the bill before' *?1
its third readlng,and passéd it. The uncertainty of the ' Ifi.
Cape government on this issue must be put down to the Jn-qvgv'
experience of the new legislative Council. o '
The reason for including here a detailed account of the Sy
proposed vagrancy law is the 1light it throws on the 1nabi- ik

lity of the colonists to wvoice thelr opinions vith any ef- '}
~ fect. " This is rdlected later in the causes of the Trek.
5, G.J. 13 ¥ov, 1834, Resclutions. §

7 C.A, 5 Nov. 1834, !
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no cutward signs of rebellion cmong them as some of the inhabi
tants feared; as a form of property they vere still aold_until
shortly before apprenticeship, but their prices had fallen at)
the auction sales% ’

The masters glovered after four years' experience of chang
ing laws which hcod regulated their conduot to an uncomfbrtable
degree and tended, to alienate master and slave. Yet emanoipa:

tion was not unwelcome to mayy colonists, and schemes were put

¥

forwvard for commemorating the last of December, in accordanco J
with the Thanksgiving festivities in the other colonies where:
slavery had been legally abolished on August lst? -

On the 10th Hovember came D'Urban's proglamation deslarir
all slaves free as from 'lst December 1834? the great day itsef
cave no Justification for the anxziety some inhabitants had ,
shovn. Flags flew from the Commercial Exohange and from shipe
in the Bayj in Cape Town & public dinner vas given to honor t%

occasion, In the distriots it was celebrated by meetings of €.

more religious nature. The slaves, the subject of these- re-

}
Joicings, promenaded the streets in groups with and without mu

sic, some masters having given them the day as a holiday or
mude more material presénts in the form of clothes or money, é
The majority of the slaves took the day quietly? In their ses
eral public addressed of gratitude> they thanked the Eing, Pa1
liament and the British people, the Governor and their friend:
in the Council, for tﬁe boon éianted therm., Bondage was over; |

the slave was frese,

1 Alrcady before the publication of the Act, slave property ha
been an inpecure¢ form of investment; this ccntinued even aj
ter the knowledge of the compensation money. SbeCT 1/35
17 Sept. 1833. Z.A. 28 March 1834. :

2 2.A, 21 Hov. 2834, C.A. 15 Nov. and 29
and 27 Hov. 1834, fov. 1834, &J. 6 o

3 |
4 C.A, 3 -« 20 Dec, 1834, G.J. 4 - 11 Deé. for reports from th
eastern districts' celebrations.

5 There were three of these: C.A. 3, 10 and 27 Dec. 1834,




CHAPTER V
APPRENTICESHIP « 1834 - 1838

Although abolition had been achieved, the.emanéipati@n-

ists! geal had not as yet worn itself out. Parliament was ..

still subject tajﬂemands by the anti-slavery party, Wﬁ036‘mem
bers bedame éoncentrated during the next years in the several
societies esf&blished in tﬁg interests of the aboriginal tri-
bes in the British possessions and of slaves in foreign lande
Tﬂese'soeieties drew the attention of the govermment to the~-w
treatment of the a@prenfices in the past slave colonies, gﬁr-;
ticularly in the West Indies. Spo harsh was their criticism )
of this system of “CQniinued slavery" and their insistence
that the British taxpayers had been gulled by paying the
£20,000,000 for nothing, that Parlisment would have felt ob-
liged to end‘ﬁhe term of apprenticeship in the West Indies in|
1838 instead of 1840, Bmd nat'the'plantﬁrs there made this {
move of their own accord - but under protest that it breke
the compromise embodied in the 1833 Abolition Act,

Ps complete its work, anti-slavery fervor turned to f@r-}
eign lands. Alreadv it had 1it a spark in the United States,‘
where the 18503 saw a sudden growth in the-disapproval by thg‘
North of the slavery in the Seuthern States: In Furepe, Br11 
tain's exertions bore mome fruit in a deeﬁes by the Freneh :
king in51836. whereby any slave setting feot on Freneh soil_§ 
beeaﬁevautomatigally free; and in a treaty with Portugal in |
1837, whereby Portugal completely abolished her slave trade, §
instead of mere partial abolitiom.

Iin South Afriéa, it was not the condition of:the apérep-:
" tices whieh drew philanthrepic sympathies. There, the sp@t-;
light that had beer centred first on the Hottentots and then |
on slaves, moved to the Kaffirs in the east, and British pol-f§

icy was regarded by the frontiersmen as a sorry ‘contingance



@f%hﬁmi@gﬁiﬂéﬁiﬁg‘iﬁiutlén on the Hottentots end slay
"‘}fﬁe“éﬁ four years were to gee ﬁh@"mﬁﬁﬁh select Cormit bad O
he aboriginal tribes 'o’i’ wuﬂl Afrwag the abandonment of

: Frovines of Qtiééﬁ A&éimm geded by the pogular D'Urban af'

the Kaffir war of 1854«1836 (for which the bleme vae put oft

" thy ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁi@t@ By the home govermment); and the passing t’}f

Cape of Cood Hope .mniéz:mé:ﬁt Act to provide some conmtrol ove

the increasing mumber of people emiprating fram the gelony '

to the lands beyond the Orange River and the fertile .Bi’bxﬁaﬁ
¢ near Port Haftaﬁ;g with Sﬂ@h évents dominating the scsnt, the
gtnte of ﬂ‘:;he{ a.y*pi‘*mti&eﬁ 'Pié.yéﬂ a minor vole. | |
éxmsmmméahip had been a common status for aeaﬁuﬁ.es,
_ Jént at the time in Burcpe and in the Colony among the:
| méé‘haniaul trades, but tils form differed from that chosen Y

~ ené ﬂﬁ;wewﬁ At the Cape, it had alsc been used as a fa;vaﬂr-%-
able mothod af beminating the brmdage off alaves even. hef@re
1834 - in&ivimaal slaves sometimes besame apprentices f‘@r a
ﬁ‘ér‘%aﬁn peﬂod before being given complete freedem by theﬁ?-
smmefs; w‘mle the prize negroes, taken since 1807 by Britein
- from ﬂiegal aslawm, were apprentices for fourteen yea.ra ‘bes i+
} f£ore ?aﬁﬁnming free biadks,

f From th@ mention ma&e in the Abolition Aet, it was po
T ¢ible that the tremment of the ayprentme was not to diffei‘
greatly from tuat of the slave? The st left detaile

,@sims to the »Eﬁ‘?étnﬁrs _ﬁf the c,o,moni@.s,‘ under finzl. &émﬁ;:z;@_i

o f’rﬁa ‘the Eiﬁg Wt the sempensation monny would be forfeited
?ﬁyaﬁy eolory dttempting to enforce unsuilable legisletions l'
% @:.ﬂaw% there. had ‘beéﬁ o Am.amakmg on the eonditﬁmﬁ- i

14 ' ‘satff“n wag giv' v
‘compensmion cmasmnews. which was 38 42'2. _
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per weok. Only on Jamuary Bth 1835 was Ordinance 1 of 1835
promulgated, on the treatment to be given tho apprentices. !
1o ordinance that put into effect the Abolition Aot !
indicatod thnt tho now rolntionship was to be regarded ep o '
contragt rather than a poriod of involuntary servility. The ‘\
law closoly followed tho preccdent sot by the Ordoro'-inomun-,!
oll, both as to subjeat matter and in the detailed form of |
ito clmme'a. It went into more particulars as to maintenance,
vorking hours, siokness and degrees of punichmont than the !
Orders Por the slaves hod done, yet these diffored littlo {
;from tho regnlationo and custom prevalent under slavery. Sec-
tiono unknmown before vere the listing of thoe dutids of tho '
cppronticc, and tho eppointnent of special magistratoo to re- '.
ceive and try complaintn of the past slaves; also the warning
that, if cny apprentice wilfully absented hinpelf from his
employer, such time of aboende had to be made up bty the abgens
tco after 1838, v
This lav was the only ono in Capo Colony which regulated '
the lives of the apprentices, exsept for the errangementno
nade for the special magiotrates., By tho Ordinance, the coun-;
try vap to be divided into 22 districts eaoch under tho Jurioe
diction 6f ruch an official, of vhioh eight were to be sent
fron Englond., But like the other colonies, The Cape was to
puffer from an insufficliency of theoo men, only seven arriving
from Inglend and eight being sdleoted locally to fulfill the
tagk destined for the 22? lloreover, those from ovorseas ar-
rived lato, ond having been officors in the British army oand
navy before thelr presant appointment, they had little in com-

mon with the Dutch farmors; who viewed them with the treadi.

tionnl diotrusnt of thingo officinl and things foroign. 'But g
unlikc the Vcst Indian colonies, whero these magistrates met P
with disrespest and even formo of hental cruelty? thque at :

the Cope won from the inhabitanto & certain amount of estecn,

]
'

1 ¢.G, 7 Jon. 1835,

2 C.A. 21 DOO. 18360 * : l

3 Lcthieoon, V,I, British slavery and f{ts abolition, 1823-
1838. 1Ilondon, 1926. Tor account of tho opeciul = pice

tratop in the Yest Indian islandsi and Burm, V.L. g ie
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although this was not universal; but in the latter years of
slavery, the owners had come to apprecinte the servites of thi,
glave Protestors, and the regard was repeated in the case of ‘1.

the spesial magietrateé% Their work in a foroign land was no

eagy: they had to visit all apprentices in their districts

overy six months (a part of their duties wvhich the employers

disliked), hold oourt twice weekly in the principal villages,
and receive complaints as the Protestors had done, but, uns
like the Protectors, try them as well. Punisiments, contract:

apprenticeship of children, all came under their jurisdiction!:

Their work, therefore, was virtually a prolongation of
that of the Protectors, but with extended powers. Thelir ap. !
pointmentﬁvas not the only ciroumstance which showed a-oontini{
uation of the official machinary of slave days, The "keepers
of the late slave registers®™ still sent thelr reportes to the
central office in Cape Town, whioch only lost f{ts identity in.

1840, when.it beoame part of the Deeds Officel The office hai; 3}

to be kept open for refercnce to doouments and because records:
were necessary of all apprentice transactions$ Indentures of
apprentices vere as transferable and as hereditary as slave .
property hod beenj with foes for registering such dealings, .
and finep for non-registry; and apprentices oould still buy
thelr freedogq The sale of indentures flourisched as openly
as the shle of slaves had done, cnd although Ordinance 1 of
1835 made it illegal to displsy apprentices for the purposes
of such sale, it was still possible in some ¢ases to vicw the

laborers and servants before buying the right to the remaindcx{

of their aervicesq

pation and apprenticeship in the British Uest Indies. .
london, 1837, for a more detalled study of these officiale’
1 For complipentary opinion: Z,A, 8 lay 1835, Dorrespondence. *
2.A, 18 Jan. 1839, Correspondence. o
For derogatory opinions Z.A. 24 Aug. 1838, C.A.Z21 Dec.l1836
2 C.A. 21 Deo. 1836. C.A, 2 May 1835, .Miso.letters 1/62
20 Jan.1835. Also notices of sessions and cummons in the
Government Gagzette. . '
3 The Slave Office joined the Deeds Office in 1840, the Decds
Office in the same year becaning separate from the Trea-
cuty. 2.A, 17 April 1840. Blue Books. 1840. p.106.
g 0,35 %BlDeo. 1836,
A-C' 0_35 July 1835, _Reports on memorials 1/568 25 Aug.
1836. EKisc.letters 1/52 13 April 1835. Almanacs 18%3.
P. 228: Frees for registry.

The reports...
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Neither had the attitude of the masters changed towards
their domestics and workmen. If by the Abolition Act the.
slaveévhad éained thé higher status of apprgnticeg th;s aﬁ4

vancemerit had not added one cubit to the socﬁallstatgre of lsf;
the colored worker in the eyes of  the employerst Until short.j
ly before complete freedom in 1838, the treatment of the past §
slave was no better than four years previously.

The émﬁlﬁyers saw no reason for greater respect towards
thése people, That litile was done to educate them to the
new rEBpoﬂsibilities which would soon be their lot as free -
citigens, was partly the fault of the British and colonal .
govermmients, who did not achiéeve much beyond good intentions. |
The schools that were open to the apprentices - the mission
and Sunday schools, the evening and infant schools, and tﬁe
various free schools scattered thinly throughout the Colony -
were not sufficient to educate‘an.influentiai proporiion of

the appfénticeag However, habits of thrift were encouraged

A

by the Life and Fire Assurance Company, vhich offered to in-
sure the lives of past siaves? and by the Bavings Bank»Soc~j
iety,; claiming onessixth of its 1729 depositors to be ¢olor-
eds at the end of 18364 N

If the.chafacte: of the past slaves did not shdw~amynom‘é
worthy alteration during these faﬁr years, yet neither did - .
they deviate from their fcrmer good eriminal record. A sur-jf
vey of caﬂéé tried in Cape Town before the Special M@gistrgtéf
the Supreme end the Police Courts fron February to Juné~183?,‘
indicates that the majority of apprentices coming before the §

The reports of the keepere of the late reglsters after ;
1834 were spasmodic and lasted only until 1837, althoughf§
they were supposed to be kept as regularly as before. . |
That they are so incomplete is due either to loss or moref
praebly that the keepers were uncertain whether the ‘rou~y

) tine was to ¢ontinne., .

6., C,A.27 May 1837. Correspondence. G.G. 4 Sept. 1835
Advertisement for sale at Hout BRay.

1 The attitude towards color was 8t111 strong. Even free
blacks were looked down on: two years before Abolltion
a public vinllcation was heéessary by a man alleged to
have invited one such to a public dinnet¥ in Grahamstowm.§
~ G.J, 22 June and 29 June 1832. Advertisements. '
2 There is no definite indication how many apprentices did
receive schooling, in the Blue Books and newspapers.
3 C.A. Nov, 1833. Regular advertisement from then on.

A B mwver e mes TN Teoen EE*L 42 —
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Special Magistrates vere brought’on charges of desertion, with'
disobedience and negligence at work coming second; theft vas
the orime for vhich they were most frequently tried in the
Supreme Courts in ths Police Court, arrests vere priminily for
drunkenness, disturbanée of the peace and minor therts} From
thies it is evident that the nnfure of orime as prastised under.
conditions of slavery had not ohanged to any great extent with
epprenticeship, nor had the amount of orime emong these people
increased in comparison with the other ¢olored races, with one
exceptions R Vg |
Desertion was the offence which beocame most provalent
enong the apprenticea? Degertors were still resovered Ly the
same routine of advertising; but both this and the offorts of |
the Special Magistrates were ineffectual in obecking the mis-
demeanor, In May 1837, the government was obliged to ask all |
;udicial‘officials to prevent, as far as poosible, the harbourf'
inz of runawvay apprentices in their distriotu? as the amount
of desertions were growing oo in these last years of apprentic;
-ship, ' ‘
The best neans of putting a stop to this annoyance would ]
have been a vagrancy lsw, e rticulerly as sush could also havej

been used agéinet'the Kaffirs plundéring in the ecastern dis-
tricts after the warf Put a vagrengy lew was impossible under}
the cleuses of Ordinance 50, although the other colonies vere
a}lowed to pass such th check degertion and vagabondage; and
throughont the period of apprenticeschip the colonists diq not :
‘cease to 2agk that a vagrancy low be granted th § ~

CGmpleté freedai waa gradually drawving nearer. 1834-1838

did not see any great progress emong the past slaves, *?Hése

1 Eoderator 21 Feb.-zv June 1837, Gives jnglggy of court case,
2 Z,A. 18 Aug. 1837, Correspondence, Also notices in local
" newspepers in the last eighteen ronths before freedom,

3 6.C, 26 May 1837,

4 The Eaffirs vero dealt with in on ordinance for the better
prevention of crime against life and property, in G.G,
27 April 1836, whioh had 1little effect.

5 Z.A. 29 July 1836. Vaie Afrikaan 13 Sept. 1838, G.J. con-
timally., - . ‘
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yeurs were resmarkable in thst the problem of policy towards |
the colored races wos coming to be resognised as being & wider
one than merely legislating separately for Hottentots or slave:
or Eeffirs on ditferent ievels in the umni-ty‘. This period o
vas aiso most lmportent to the expansion of Gouth Africmy for
it sew the beginning of the trekking movement i{n the east.

vhile the Colorly was undergoing depletion there, it was ‘
making extraordin=ry progress in the west, DBoth were due in
varying proportions ¢o the first aftermath of emancipation: ,
the gompenmsation money, pald to the owners for the loss of the.
services and property of their slaves. '
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CHAPTER VI
THE COMPRNSATION MONEY

. “ . . -
BT . oL MR R ST,

"The Hon,Mr.Ressi='.,.Ye bhave 1little left but our oharaoter,

and now they wish to take away that,®
¥r. Bucktoni-*And the Compensation Money too?'.
Mr. Rossi='That was no Compensation at all,'71

The abolition of slavery presented the 014 problem of
the ethical versus the material <« humaneness versus property
rights. It is inconceivable in the twentieth oentury that e “'V:
mon gould conslder another in the same category as wagons or |

livestodk, Irn the Cape newspapers, an advertisement for a

runaway slave differed 1ittls from that for a ntrayed oow or
norse. The Cape colonists had treated their slaves relativelyh
welly in the main they were not against the theory of emanci- i
pation = as a theorys but the iosue touched their pockets too* ':
closely to allow them to give up their slaves with ease, '

The owners condidered compensation essential to abolitim'i
But to be effective, it had to be sufficient, and it was in-
possible for the Bri tish people, who were not aware of the
" remifications of this type of property, to fully repsy the
lovs. They realised the loss of éapital resulting from eman-
cipation fie. the loss of the slave ap preperty, and also the
losp-of interest on that capitalvie. ths aérvice glvén hy cw.
slaves but the subtler situations of a slave-holding ¢ommuni
were generally unknown to them. The families owning slaves
were dependent on them for physical comfort, and sometimes
on the income derived from the steady wages of .slaves hired F
out. The wide .axtent of mortgaging of slaves, es_peciul]&y'iy m
Jemailca and at the Cape, where two solatteral seuuritieq wer:
riece;aaa.ry for every mortgage entered into, ceused e fliredt
end indirect intexfe‘st in slave property among a large pért
the pbpula\t;ipn wnb:‘%in England were not ?.-eoognised ap being ,
affeoted by abolition at all. Again, in some capes, buyers |
till owed money on thelr slaves to the sellors, or the sle- |
ves hen ahembr paid part }uht of their ovm value to the i

o

1L C.A. 30: Hay «1838. Publz.c meeting.
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ovner with the old idea of buying their freedom. The trouble

and loss arising from such oircumstances could never be come

pensated,

In the economic interests of the colonles, #3ir and imme.
diate eott}emeht of campensation was imperative. But u£ least
in Cape Colony, owners were uncertain whether Britdsn would
be able to pay 5o large a suml- the £20,000,000 eventually
voted was equal to half Britain's annual revemme in 1835? Bri}
tain dfdeFr best to ensure &p falr o remuneration as possible
The Compensation Cormissioners in London asked the colonies
not only for details regarding their prevailing monetary praoav

tices?

but also for information on local laws and customs likg
1y to belp them in adjudicating the various claime4 They weore
also wise in allotting the money, not according to the numpe;if
of slavga ovned, but wocording to the type of slave owned - 91
difficult classification, as the value of different typga ofv'
slaves varied #o musch in the separate colonies.

The £20,000,000 decided on by Parliament in 1833 had to |
cover caﬁpensation and all expenses connected with it; also, {
£51,926-0-54 was set aside from the total allotment as a Re-
serve Fund which could be drawn on to fulfil§ late claims and?
claims for Qeaerters who might be recovered; of this,
£11,414-10-103 was ollowed the Cape® Brititn also lookedumn
the four yeors! apprenticeship as part of thg oompenéation; |
thie vas quite unappreciated by the owners, who hardly countef
thess uneany years as any form of recompense. :

The Compenpation money was to be divided among the oolo-g
nies in proportion to the value of their slaves. To provide §
a falr béniﬁ of push apportiomment, the slaves in cach colony;
hed to.be appré@sed eccording to type. Appraisal was only

12.A, 28 Feb. 1831, Correspondence. C.A. 8 June 1831. Correif
pondence., Confidential reports June-Des. 1833.

2 vastell, R.E.P, A history of slave compensation, 1833-1845
Uhé;greity of london, 1932, Unpublished thesis for M.A, |
P. »

3 Cnggggsatiun cummieaionera: Miscellaneous letters. 20/4 Aug

4 Comp.coammres Instruotions 20/2 4 Nov,1835.

B Wastell. op.cit:, p:B6; - ,



posoible if the average valuo of each type of slave was known,
This average value was to be deduced from the prices paid for
slaves at the public and private sales from 1823 to '1830; and 4-
the caloulation of these prices was the first task whioch faced
thn Assistant Commissioncrs when they took up office at the

Cape in the first months of 1834.1

The money paid for slaves at public sales could be ascer.)

tained from the books of the Registrars,”but that of private

transactions required information from past buyers and sellersg
taken on oath by the civil cmisaionere.s These returns were
completed by January 1835, a feat which merited the praise
given by the central Commissioners in Iondon:‘for the usual
obotacle of distance from the local authorities was enhanced
by the drought which caused many owners to move from their
homes, and deducing the price pald for slaves becams ocampli~
coted when thsy had been sold together with other goods for alf
lump sum, or when the necessary documents were lost.5 Yhen
complete, the returns showed that the highest prices prevaile
in Albany and Bitenhnge, the lowest in Clanwilliam. High
prifes were not coincident with o small amount of slaves -
Albony hod least slaves, but Uitenhage hed more than Clamwile-
liam and Somerset §
Before the returns were quite complete, the appraisals
had already begun, upon which the whole allotment of the com-

pensation fund depended. The slaves were valued according to"

o & reful division into classes which had been drawn up by
the British goverment to eover as ascurately ae posdible the
vary'ing tupes of slave labor in her possessions. As the ef-
ficienoy of the field.cornets was somewhat in doult? voluntery

nppraieera vere appointed to travel the country in pairs and

1 Comp.commrss Inatruotious 20/2 4 Hov.1333. (Actual date of .
establishment of the Assistant Board of Compencation is
doubtful - C.G. 16 May 1834 for fl rst public notificati or

2 Comp.commrrs: Instruotions 20/2 4 Iov.1833.

S Comp.comrrs:letters dispatohed 20/4a 13 June 1833, From N
June to Sept. 1834 there were notices by the oivil corméels
s.oners in the Government Cazette, naming the people f’
whose attendance was recuired,

4 Comp.commerss Instructions 202 27 Rpril 1835. e

5 Comp.comurs: Letters dispatched 20/4a 13 June 1834. d

There are contimual references at this time to the tmught.’
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fulfil this nost important of stages in the apportionment of
the Compensation mongys Profersbly slave-owners themselves
the appraisers had to be virtual paragons of men. They had
to do thelr task guickly and efficiently, on a maxicun pay-

Y

ment of £100 .
The appraiaal in Cape Colony had to be completed by 1st

Iarch 1855, but the appraisers were only appointed in the six{
wecks following the end »f Qctober 1834, and they set off on |
different dates in the first weeks of December, Special ayf.
rangements were made to assess the slaves on Robben Island,
in the prisons and in th: Somerset Hospital? while the other
government officials - field-cornets, Juctices, ¢ivil commise,
sioners'and keepers of the late registers « were to help the
appraisers 2o much ag they could, and preparé‘thc owners for |
the asncssmentg .

instead éf Hareh 1535, the valuation was only completed
in Mey 1835? It was unfortunate that it came during a time
of disruption in the Colony s Yasters and apprentices as far
wvestrards as Svellendam were saddling to fight the Kaffirsj.
in the east, trekking due to the drought, and confusion aftex
the war causcd incompleteness in the appraisals for the east-
ern districts, vhere one of the appraisers was killed during
nostilities® L

Apart ffcm:these_a%nbrmalities, complete assemblage by
the owner of all his past slaves was not always feasible,

" gome being hired out to distant parts or having descrted. Dec-.

Tables at end of Comp,commro: Letters dispatched 20,/4a.
Comp.commres ligse.lotters 20/4 10 Oct. 1834. e

Conpsconmre: Instructions 20/2 17 April 1834, Comp,EORMrs:.
Letters dispatcehed 20/4a 31 Qot. 1834. !
Comp.commrs: Instructions 20/2 17 April 1834,
Comp.commrss Letters dispatched 20/4a 10 Dec. 1834,
Tbid 31 Oct, « 3 Dec¢. 1834 for appointments, -
G.G. 28 ov., = 5 Dec. 1834 and C+A, 29 Hov. 1834 for- de~ |
partures of eppraisers. [
Comp.ocomars: Ifise. letters 20/4 19 April and 14 flov. 1834, .
Comp.commrss Letters dispatehed 20/4c 19 Moy 1836, S h
Conp.conmrs: Returns ©f slaves 20/61. Bezufort division.
The eppraicals for the eastern districts were incomplete
and confused, and odd valuations vere nedsessery tarough-

out 1835, Comp.commrs: ILottors dispatched 20/4a. Lettcrso -
to cactern distriects. !
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secrters wers to trouble the Assistont Commicnioners in Cape
Town as lete as December 1844, when a olaim for one was put
forward.i Even had all apprentices been assembled with their
rightful owners, delay would have been brought about by the
inacoux;n.ciea which were found in the registers - due to past
1az:11:y on the part of ovwners and officials - a.nd which gave
rise to copiocus eorrespondence between the ¢ivil commisscion- ‘
ers in the distriots and the Assistant Compensation Commiss-
joners in Cape Town. The appraisers had to take vhat might

almost be termed a census of the past slaves before assessing’ |
their value. A

They appraised 35,745 slaves, worth &’.3,,041,990-6-0?‘ Thii

aspensment was not uniform, Beaufort owners claimed that )
they had been valued too J.‘ow'? George district was rated too ;
highly tnd the apprentices there had to be re=valued. In
this second valuation, 54 owners refused re-appraisal in apitﬁ_:
of being threatened with forfeiture of thd r phare of the -

canpensation; thelr past slaves had eventually to be valued
from the registration :i.i.ra‘tzs.‘“r In comparison with other oolo-
nies, the rate of waluntion at the Cape was a high one? a8le .|
though this wns probably not intentional on the part of the

appraisers. Too 1ittle recognition has been given to these

men, Uith their wagons eand horses they had to cover miles of

rude country and still have a glear head and new interest for’ 38

their work at every out of the way farm they visited, as on
their Judgement debande& the oum set aside for the colony as !

& whole znd the portio'n each wwner would receive.

The lo6al office that direpted all the notivities dealin
witn 'thq compenz‘a.igion claims of the Colony, was the Board of :
Asgiatant Commissioners. The Board consisted of the governor, .:

1 Comp.commrss;letters dispatShed 20/4a Dec. .
2 Ibid 19 Iay 1838. it o/ Des.1844
3 Ibid 22 Moy 1838,

4 Ibid 27 Nov.1838 and 19 Hay 1836.

5 Ibid 22 May 1835.
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56, |

tho attorncy-goncral un& s:six unoffic!.n,l r:m‘ocrn, vho wore pm—
fgmi'ﬂy %5 bo plavestynoro.d Ao :;;11 cxpensoo of the Comatoolon:
in tho ovlonios end in Yondon ward deduotod Pro:: tho Cormponcoe -
tion Fund, toeonoy wac heavily otrosocd in the m::‘tructiom:,f'
and at the :0596 only tho sttorney-goncral ond two of tho unof{
_ficial terbers rogseived paymicnt for their cervicen.® L
Tho mmi voion in Cope Towm {op in Douritite) hod doeen ;
pronted grontor povers in denlinz with the compensation claimf:"
thoy tho Bésrdo in thoss goddlondos netxfi‘:i{iﬁngmd, whiech holped |
roiicve tho heovy werk of ti» central Coxniosioners in Iondond
Sho ¢lains fron Cope eé«’lﬁ'nyl eome undor thyir roviecw frem Tove
eﬂ"bcf 1836, vhon n lexpge portion of claino from tho othor cos
16:1165 h=d alrendy boor domplotedd  Attheugh tho oloninl -cm?:- c
mispionces teicd .ﬁb“ nininizge insesurcsicsy it was nceosoury ‘ioi}
sefor eloinms boek to them to olarify miner points, before :\mb fl
could Yo finnlly considerod. In the rosulting cmnimtiunn.
‘the l6cal Boards hod ¢o ot as intermedinrien betwoon the Lone
don tﬁ‘ﬂm‘ ond toe potty officinlc in tno ﬁinﬁmaw; Tho modr
wverk of tho coloainl offiges, horevor, was to rescive claino !
and forunyd thom to Ionfony with reports on thoir validity. _L
theelring the validity gm‘& o Judicin) flaver to the laboro of |
the Aspictant Commiscionors, as the considorotion of the soun. .
torsolaims entailed hmﬁing witnosoes ond Judging docunonte,b
, Cinimo wore of o mm otroigotforvard uncontected .
sining, of thievh the Cape put forword 5,347 totalling :'1' ;
£989,600-18-71% and contooted slaing, which werc adveneed by
'ﬁertgéxgena,«: 'ny* 01:11;*? creditors, or by apprentisco who hnd p;;u"; X
p,_rt of tholy own v._ma with a view to freedon? Contosted |
laimm for thd Golbny murtberod 7468, vorth £2486, 6’??25“-105.' rcavriL
tno fiiim of oﬁnimn, the loenl auﬁmritimn were at the dinpoa

J‘. l'

:L Compa.omm Inntruatioun »0/2 26 mu.iﬂﬁs. ?E

2 Ibid 16 Dco,1833,  Coup.comars: Lottors dlopotehod Qaﬂla -

3 't?anta:‘..l, aoy.oit., Dbl o

4 Comp.coomros Inotruotiono 20/3 30 "opt. 1836, .4, 2) Jan -
1837+ Ixtract from "Ilondon Gagottod ' i

5 Compe.tosmro: I¥nutos of procoddingg 20/1. o

6 Vvaotedlyop.city, DL.1R0, -

. 7 Comp.comirps Lottoro dispotohed 20/4n 30 0ct,1855,

8 L..o»nullp 0De 8its, p.lzl.




87.

o2l of tho cloincnts, who found same difficulty in comploting
tho ft'.u‘mr.a.1 Extra clorks wvore gppointed in the diotriot con-
treos to ho].p.a but thess temporary officialo woro themgelvos | ﬁ
not alvcys aoquonitod with the procedure and sonetimco gave
{ncorrcot informatiod Further dlsoatisfootion was caused by ¢
tho varying fees chnrged whon £1iling the olaimn, The London ‘
offico hod partioulerly otreosed that no payment was to bo .rc-_z
cuired of tho alrcady troudled oloimantsy but to cover tho
cooto of the extra clorks, 2/ wao charged on every claim ]
f1lcd end in come dictriots more.D
Dunocrous nigtaken aroce whon filing the claino, although
tho procedurce woo mado os oldplo ap poopible§ Tor the Capo, i
0ll uncontcotod olaimp weroe to have been put forward by 1ot ‘
July 1838, conteotod olaimo bty lot Soptorder 1835? Tut by ’
June 1839 300 claimp hnd otill not been forwarded to tho ocne !
tral Cémmiooioncrs - by for tho largost part of the itemn yot -
cutstanding in tho London offico® In ancyer to tho oaomplaint t
of tho contral Board, tho Cape Board plondod oo oxouse for th
dolcy the oisc of the oolony and diptanse from the authorif,ie‘ t:’;

P
"

the adgonco of many ownoro bgyond the boundary, and tho rofu-f
ca:l." of oomo claimants to rogseivo anything but tho full toorzi _
ped value of tholr olaves? In 1839 and 1840 it sent out fre-
quent filrculers to the oivil cormisoionersi®oking them to
hurry olairants in f£iling outstanding eloims, ocamo of which
wvero vorth sevoral hundreh 1>tmm13-.1 The olosing dntco for
uncontoqtcd'-dln.ima\hnd to bo extonded fram July 1835 to Ootoe -
ber 1840 and ogain to 31 December 18423 contosted claing vere

S ean e ol
eloRt s

1 Coap.comro: Lotters dicpatohed 26/4n 24 April and 20 Lny -
1835, Alpo notioces by distriot officialo in newspaporss o
2.8, 22 Iny 1835, Dotico by Stollenbossh Justico. !
2.,A. 14 /g. 1835, o
2,A, 4 Sopt. 1838, Correspondence.
Coxp.conzrot Lottors dippotched 20/4n © April 1835,
Al!:?n:gsc_lfs‘? P27 Apggndm At.r 'mto van o lucrativooomume:
e, ap can geon from tho roporto 2
of the late slave regioters. poxto of the Koopu"ﬁ
Owpers in Tulbogh caid they had to pny 6/= per cloims ! .
&.A. 28 Augg, cnd 4 Sopt.1838. Corrcopondonco, o
6 Claimants, for exomple, sent olaims dircot to tho Commipos!
ionors in Capo Tovm, or oven to England, #wotcod of to th
civil comicoioners, Ly
Comp .cormros: Instructions 20/2 2 April 1835, -
Coup,corz=ros Iisc.lotters 20/4 25 Junc 18390,
Cc?)g.oozigu-m Lettersc dicpatchcd 20/4a 19 I'ny 1836 cnd 31
* Deg. 39.
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acceptable until 31 December 1845, and those involving ccurt
cases were to be held over even longerl 3But in spito of urg-
ing by the Cape Board, by the end of 1842 91 unoontected
cleins weré still nnfiled.2

The £5,9068«18+44 vhich thepe were worth then reverted to

the publlo and became a subjJeot for the legislative Council?

The Cape Commission itself was eventually closed in Kpridl 184 _
with only one member remaining to handle any future businessc; |
until in lay 1848 it lost 1to identl ty when its doouments wer
transferred to the Deedn Oftioeﬁ

The. Caps claimants were severely disappointed in the re.
cult their olaimo brought forth, The British goverrment had :
only becn dble to make éllcwance for poying hnlf the monetary
compensations the Cape claimed £2,824,224=7-9 on 38,427 alav?a
but her share of the Compensation Fund wap £1,247;401-0-74.
The olaimants therefore maintained that they were rebeiving ?
only £34~11.7% for goods worth £73-9+11 (the average value of :
a slave at the Cape)?

There would also be on inevitable deAly before the money -
vas actunliy paid, likely to couse panic among creditors and v
mortgegees. To forestall the financiel straits in which many
owners would £ind themselves should the creditors call in
thelir debts bofore the ﬁoney arrived, the slavceowners had a
ked in Maroch 1834 that £400,000 be forvarded, to be available
to mortgagees, In June 1834 the Cape Trade Soclety slso ape
proached the Central Cammissioners and the British Treasury;

10 Comp.commrss lettere dispatcohed £0/4a Clrculars from
29 Nov.1839 to 29 Ang.1840.

11 Comp.comrrss Regeipts for claims and counterclaims 20/5( 7EE
end 20/b7a, 20/57b: Reoceipts not coampleted, ¥

Comp .commus: Instruotions 20/3 24 Jan,1840. C.A, 16

Sept.1841.

Campl7 Sept.1842,

C.A, 21 Oct.1843. : ,
Comp.commrs: Letters dispatohed 20/4a 13 April 1844.
G.G., 6 May 1846.

Comp.commrs: Instructions £0/2 8 Juxy 1855.
Ibid 24 Hov,.1836.
C.A, Pl March 1834. - >
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suggesting quicker dompensation and that claims of less than .
£150 (of which there were at least 1000 at the Qapg)}be set-
tled 16cally, as the colonists there did not have the finanaa |
¢ial contacts with England that the west Irdies e’z;,jcyed? . The

British government could not acecede to either request, nor to
a further petition resulting from a meeting of slave-owners i
Cape Town ia August 1835; asking that at isast part of the
compensation be transmitted direct to the ¢olony in specie, 80
that poor ciaimanta might not be subject to further loss’bj
having t6 employ agents to recover their money i_;r"z‘"Englangi;a“f

The claimants hoped that the epmpensafioﬁﬁwould be dir-

ectly remitted to the colony in specie either-ﬁnolay o:_in '
part. If this was not done, they would alfeaﬂy have 1ost;md$"
than half thelr remuneration due to the insufficient appor- - |
tionment and after deducting agents! fees, Theig optimism 1'}
was checked in the middle of’lasé,‘When the news reacﬁéd;them@
that thé money could only be received in Lonaén.4 Their conaa:
gternation increased, however, on hearing at the beginning of;
1837 that the compensation was to be paid in 334 government
stock.D At the end of .7‘1836 this stood at 974, swith ‘tt}e money
market vneaéy"from the banking erises in America and England. i
Due to these arrangements, a further 10% loss at least would j
be incurred on the ciaims,qaithéﬁgh tte interest due on each §
claim from December 1834 to the time of payment might partly i
meke up the loss. _:.' '
Vhen the terms of the final settlement became known,-
voth Duteh and Engligh ih the Colony found it difficult to
believe the situation in which the claimants stood.

"The dismay; disappointment, and distress, which beéamé‘}
general throughout the Colony, when the real amount of g
compensation and the mode of payment was ‘made known,
it would be difficudt to desrnibe”. 8 '

2., 1 April 1836, Estract from the "Times'.
Cu&. 22 Nov. 1834, - .
%:ij gaaﬁgg,léggis Advertigement by Hemilton Ross and;cb.f
the first intimitation of this. TUntil then, the colon-
ists had firmiy hoped the money would be paid direct tof
the ¢olony, C.A., 18 March 1836.
C.A. 4 and .7 Jan. 1837.

7.A, 24 March 1837, Letter from a"Colonist®, taken from ;

o
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It 18, wrote the editor of the “"Grahamstown Journal®,,K the mostil
"signally unjust, as well as offensively arbitrary..
proceedings we ever heard of, and is & transaction
disoreditable to any govermment laying claim to fnir
and honest dealing with a public creditor®,l

an opinion generally, if less foroibly held by ths Cape inhabe..
itants.

With so depleted a form of compensation?_tha colonists
showed no enthusiasm in f£iling their olaims,. Even with the
prospect of favorable regompense, there would heve been delay
in preferring claimss; the distance and ignorance of the scate
tered population, the war and the late return of the owners, :
the £illing in of forms compiled with an eye more to West In=- :
dian than Cape conditions - all these led to delay in ocmplet-;
ing the ¢laims, retarding still more the arrival of the money.f

Cape Colony was by no means umused to monetary dealings ;

i

with overseas establisiments, although: this development waso |
hidden under the inexperience of the average colonist regard. ?
ing larges<scale financial operations. As an agricultural come 3§
munity, the Caps people had 1ittle chance to become acquaintedy
with the intricacies of finance. Neither did there exist mon-|
etary establishments able to handle an influx of specie amduntj
-ing to almost £1,000,000, after agentn'! fees had been deducte-|
ed; the existing Govermment Dank -and Eavings Bank were totallyi
inadeguate for such a transaction. Only the merchants had the%
necessary knowledge, which cams from handling the ocommerce of 3
an important port of 02113 The onus of tranemitting the com- |
penaation{ therefore, fell on the numerous trading oampaniea.5
These firms had regular sontest with business-houses in lon- f
don? they were the only corporate bodies in the 0010ny\w1th an|
organization to hand which could easily deal with the sums in-‘

I the ¥Commerclal Advertiser®.,
8 C.,A., 29 May 1839, leter from Parlby,
l G.J. 19 Jan, 1837, Editor.
2 For amounts appraised and ewarded, vide Appendices. '
3 That the merchants were used to dealing, for instance, with
bills of exchange, shows a fairly high stage of financial
development.
-4 There wero at least 15 firms in Cape Town offering to deal
with cla.ims. .5 being dranches of, .orn conneotadawimh. @on- ;
don compi%ies. . R



volved, ‘and wvhich were wealthy enough to advance money or

buy claims for réady cash. Thelr services were guaranteed

and likely to be more prompt thon those of individual agents.
‘The fima and the individusls transmitiing the compensa- i
tion, have been represented as callous profiteers exploiting |
the plight of the helpless olaimants by obarging exorbitant
agenoy fees or buying olalms for below their value. They
were really hcmseb of repute, whose directors were among the
leading men in the colony, 1nter_-euted in its progress and
able to finance its development, Their eagerness to hahdle
the olaimala.nd the complaints by contemporaries,&¥® enough to
show that they made large gains at the expenseé of individ:g&la
the profits made, hovever, were cmstructively invested ;.n
the interests of the commmnity. Loreover, it must be--consides ‘ ‘
ed that their services involved them in o certain amount of
risk « until the middle of 1836, it vna thought that the mone:»E;
wvould be paid directly to the colony, and any steps taken by
the merchants as agents would have gone without rcmn,neration.‘ \
while they were also exposed to the fluctuation in the 349
stock, once they had bought the claims. VWithout their aig,

the claimants would have been put to cnormous 1.t:roul'.»].e té ate -
tain their koney, with no possibility of receiving for their
cleims the ready cash some of them 50 urgently neede{lo
Prmn_inerit advertising by firms began in the first months
ot 1856%End only fell away during 1838? The services offered
wvere of three types: agensy, purchase, and exchange for gocdsc
The first method, although incurring delay, was the most ad- Ny
vantegeoun for the olaimant. On paying & ﬁrying cmmiaéion.
safe tranemittal of ;noney wvas guaranteed, the firm was rcady
to cdvance a ocertain amcunt to the client (on._interest) and | .
offered to invest the money for him, or trancmit it in any ;
manner he direoted. " The sums handled bty the firms ap dgents

1 G.ﬁ. 2 June 1837, Advartisoment by Hamilton Ross, wa.nting ’
to purchase £5000 vorth of COmpneuticn Claims. !

2 In all newspapers. The advertisements on Compensation
Claims on occasions amounted to as many as eight in one
60pY.., The information contained in this scction on the
services of the firma has been taken from these, o

3 Hamilton Ross and Co.continued until April 183¢. C.G. 19,

April 18390,




were very large, and importing companies found -themselves re- -#
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celving amounts up to £10,000 with more expected hourly in
5

scheduled BhiIiB.l Selling for ocash was less favorable, as the

fiyms bought the olaime et a &iscount, sware that the pellers §f

I
i

i‘
pi

E:i
i

fered: many of these olaimants were mortgagers. Thirdly, the §

wvere sorely in need of money and ready to take any price of-

oompanies exchanged goods for Gompensation {lilaims, a ﬁpfactlce i ]
which was not as papuiax-' as the other two.

~ Most of the solonists received their compensation by
direct selling of claims, and ths pecond half of 1836 saw the i
rapid buying up of these by the companies at prices below 3
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general dsspair being added to by rumora df delays in ppyment
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overseas, which news was sometimes spread by the firms them- %
selves, they being consldered as 2 prominent source of 1nform£~'f‘

tion from their. ovefseas! conmeotiona>
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Although the meroantile houses dealt with most of the
Compensation money, private individuals also offered their
services as agents, some of them having contmct with ecompans ;
ies in Iacnzéi:mgr Their terms were more liberal, but transmlse
pion 6f the money was likely to take longer, and there lwaa 3
always the possibility of fraud, The eastern districts were
n;ore open to the dealinéa of rapacious ngentgs“? ap fraﬁing P
companies were an]yi present in the large centres and the a_catf_
tered population had 1ittle to do with‘theni.e The means of e
re::eivin;g the compensation were severely restricted m the -
undeveloped and rostless eastérn é.i'eae, ond slaimants were . 5

in some cases forced to acdept one-fifth or less of the com- ¥
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1 G.8. 24 Feb.1837.. Advertisement by R.A.Zeeéderberg. : -
2 G.G. 5 Aug.1B836., Hotice by Aspeling Jnr. In the advertise-
menta 0f this time there is a marked falling off in offersj

- for agency, they being mainly propagsnda for buying otiimsj
3 Z2.A. 17 Cet, 1836. Hotice by Hudson,Domaldson end Dixon. :
4 G,J. 7 Feb. p839. Editor. '
The statoments on private agents are again taken from the (BN
numerous notises.in the papers, \

5 Z.4. 10 March 1837. Correspondence. C,A.,290 May 1839. Let-.§
" "ter from Parlby. "G,G, 21 April 1837, Hotise by W.Cock - -
the soheduls of his visiting different districtsfiof buy- M
ing olaims indicates the type of occasion on which claims®

£

were "knocked down®.
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penaation dus to them; if they eccepted it at all, A further §

ko
t

inducement to 1ose falth in the British govermment, i

There were two other methods of disposing of ¢laims. One "
practised but infrequently and only before 1837 was acceptance &
of claime by private individuals ds poyment for varying kinds '

i

of prope“rt:r':z The other was by tendering, which was a favored
prodedurd when claims made up part of an estate, particularly ‘
if it was insolvent, GSuch slaims for whieh tenders were imri-« ;
ted wore sometimes worth thousands of ponms? |

Foy di»vgi"se reasons, some olaims were not filed at alls
Tais ecoounted for there being left over in 1843 an unclaimed |
£5,906«18+44 from upcontesteﬂ clainme, On a decis=ion of the
. legimlative Council in October 1843, this was invested and ‘the‘ :

interest therson used for the education of prisze negroen, the } o
freed slaves and their e‘hiiﬂrett This wan a falr enough ﬂettlf ;
ment; as the British government could have kept the money for -
her own uses. Unfortunately, the coioniats were in no Pﬁﬂiti
to appresiate this fairness, ay they had personally suffered '.,
* foo mich from the Compensation money to renlise itm points of ?1.’

merit,

The colonists had resented all major srrengements affeét
ing them which had been made by Britain since the "freeihg“ of4
the Hottentots. The Ordersein-Council, the apprenticeship ays;
tem -« which was not lotked upon as part of the Compensation « _.
Britain's attitude to frontier troubles, and now the way in
which the Compensation money was being paid. The results of
this latter were many-sided, and touched both the individus) |
end the national economy. “

The obvious loss felisﬂrati upon the slavesowners. !rheu

counted 3,344 men and women {(about bne-‘_pi“n‘l:h of the olnimsntnv

6 There were four mercantile houceés in Grahamstown handling §
claims, and one at Port RBlizabeth. :

1 G,J. 22 Dec. 1836. Correspondence. : o

2 C.A.18 Feb, 1835, Correspondence. {In exchange £or sheep). |

~ G.G, 18 Fov,1836. Kotice of shle of sottage.

3 In Cape Town newspapers intermittently from October 1836.

4 Cape Town Mail 21 Cot. 1843, Legislative Couneil.

8 waﬁtalli ‘On"ic_%t".’;,) \P 299, : -

.
Meooaa N

4 meewa ety
e~ AR el
S D e - S e

S e



w9

wvere women)lat various stages of prosperity, claiming from
one to eighty slaves in the western districts; even in the
east, there were men with over twenty slaves to their oredit?
Yany of those ownere had sunk all or a large portion of their
capital in slave proporty? It was therefore a most gerious
loss to them to receive only one-half or one-third of the Vae
Jue invested in such property. Cases which mnoy serve as exam
ples are: £222.8-24 were received for a claim with an apprais-
ed value of £697=-0-0, £351.10-0 for slaves worth £1,125,
£359=-09=1 for others amcunting to £885f There were some few
instances where olaimants obtained a sum close to that put
forwvard by themg but generally the direct loss was one«half
to two-thirds? ki

The position was worse for the owner who had not comple~ .

ted payment on his slaves at the time they were emancipnted, L

and aleo fof the mortgager and mortgagee. Blave property at
the Cape was mortgaged in 1834 to the amount of £400,000, a
. proctice which extended to all classes of people who othorwise

had no personal contact with slavery at all, Had the British Y
.5
3

government ecssented to the colonists® reguest and transmitted
this sum promptly in spescie, embarrassment might'have been
avoided on both sides., The mortgagees, however, realising
they were likely to lose their money on the emancipation of
the slaves end the accompanying inadeguate compensation, be-
gan calling in the sums owed them, towards the end of 1834
and throughout 1835, This period was marked by salEs of all

1 Deduced from the lists of claiments published in the Govern-
ment GCazette 30 April 1835 - 17 June 1836,

2 Highest figures in the western districts are:-
T.P.Dreyer of Cape District: 86 slaves. G.G.10 July 1835.
A.van Breda of Cape District: 83 slaves, Ibid 21 Aug,.18356
P.v.d.Byl of Stellenbosch; 82 slaves, Ibid 17 July 1835,

Highest figures in the eastern distriocts are:-
C.Rademgyer of Uitenhage: 59 slaves, G.G. 11 Sept.1835.
V.J,v.d.Merwe of Craaff Reinet: 38 slaves, Ibid 24 July.
J.du Plesie of Ulitenhages 29 slaves, Ibid 11 Sept.1835,
For the 6 eastern distriocts I have counted 21 claimants
with 20 slaves or over,

3 Z.A. 4 Feb, 1831, Correspondence. Confidential reports
June-Dec, 1833.

4 Comp.commrs: Letters dispatched 9 June 1837; 2.A. 19 Oct,
1838, Correspondence; C.A. 29 May 1839, Correspondence,

5 2.A. 2 Feb, 1838, Editor. Comp.commrat Letters diapatched
20/4a 30 June 1837, C.A, 22 Fedb, 1837.

. Letter. £
6 Z-4 29b§151y 1836 - Editar. .0 A.29 May 1839, etier. Irom
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and throughout 1835% This period was marked by sales of all

kinds of property, mumerous cases of insolvent estates and

civil cames, as the mortgagers were forced to go into a state
of temporary insolvency, heving no other mecans to pay and witl
the zettlemenit of Compensation payment still uncertain., As a
man's slave property was in someé instances worth more than al.
his other fortus of prcpefty? these was cause for despair and
poverty until the astual arrival of the money provided some

relief§

If the Compensation had en adverse effect on individuals
besause the moviey was not available to them, it was to have
the opposite effect on the Colony as a whole, The stock havi;
been sold in England; never before had so much specie entared 
the gountry at one time « it wap six times more than the amou{}
of money in eieculation? Prior to it arrival, two opinlons
had been feebly held concerning the result sueh a sudden ine
f£lux would have on the economy of the colony: either it would}]
give the necessary impetus to the progress of the Cape, both
in agriculture and in dammerée§ or it would cause dep¥reciati

of money and increased pricﬁs?

Both beliefs were to material
ize. But very little attention was on the whole given'to the
possible consequences or what should be done to remedy those
that might be detrimental, and when the cﬁmpensaticﬁ monay
bogan coming into the colonmy in the first months of 1837,
lack of ¢oncerted action led to much squandering and unnecese|

sery extravagance,

1 Z.A. 1° Dec. 1835, Columns of newspapers for sales and
ngtiées on estates ; which inereased remarkably during th
tine. :

2 Z.A, 9 Aug, 1833. Correspondence. Ibld 2 and 4 Dec. 1834,

3 Although before the entry of the money thero wore numerous
assertions that the lack of speedy and adequate Compensa-
tion would cause mmch individual distress, there is 1ittl
evidence in the sourceés used to substantiate statements
made by eg. Theal that the scarcity of Compensation resul
ted in permanent poverty. In the case of mortgagers, the
validity of such statement is corprehensible, but for \
¢laimants owning their slaves in full ownership, there
tould have besn little noticeable lack of money - instead
%?e gppéﬁite was the case, as the vapital invested became}

4 C,A, 30 April 1834, Editor.

5 Z.A. 23 May 1834, Rditor, C.A. 17 October 1835,

' Confa.e.



For 1837 and 1838 ths Cape vas to experience an abundance
of meney which completely overwvhelmed scme 1nhab1tantn’.'
*It caused a giddiness in the pockets of the people
here similaer to the effeot produced by strong wine
on a head that has been always accustomed to water®,
retrospectively wrote the editor of the "yare Afrikaan® in
1841? The latent capitel sunk in olaves was suddenly com‘e:t-
ed to liquid form, which the people could not refrain from
apending either abroad or locally. B5Some oclaimants ordered
their agents to send their compensation to them in the form
of goodsj by this means, a large amount of money left the Cols«
ony to enrich the merchants of England and the Continent::’
Others bought from local mercantile firms, so that the .htter
began importing gools in abmormal quantitlesf and the wvalue of ‘
imports almost doubled within four yea.ré:-

In 1836 imports vero worth £89], 162-9-5.

1857 . " £1. 090' 506’9’8 .
* 1838 . " *  £1,058,060-0«1.
v 18359 . " " £1.4os.295-o~5.5

wvhen the inmporters, realising too late that tho demand hed
ceased, were faced with ¢>’veret.cmking¢.5 and imports returned to
e normal level.

Benides the merchants, the body which derived most imme.
diate advantage from this influx of goods, was the govermment.
During thece years, customs ‘duties came to form one-guarter
of the colonial revemmes.

In 1836 custom=s dutxea amounted to £28,837-1-1.

" 3887 ® " £34,457,18-7.
" 1838 *® . . ® £44,177.8-2. ,
* 1839 “ ° ° » £42.423-5-7§

Confidential reports June-Dea., 1833,
6 Z.A, 18 April 1834. Correspondence, Ibid 30 May 1834.
Correspondence, C.A, 3 Oot, 1833,

1 Meditator 24 April 1838. Correspoundence. G.J. 18 Feb,1841.
Bank report. Cz e Town Mail 10 Dec.1842. Public meeting,

2 Ware Afn, 28 BSept, 1841. Editor.

3 The edl tor cf the ®"Commercizl Advertiser®” claimed that ones
half of the money only came in &8 specie. C.A.8 June 1839.

4 Ware Affi. 28 Sept, 1841, E4itor. C.A.29 March 1837. Corres-.
pondence, Extra warehow es were built to hows e the gooéds
C.A, 14 Aug. 1839, \

b Blue Books 1836-1839, Imports and exrorts,

6 G.J, 19 Ang, 1841, as from "Commercial Advertisern,

7 Blue Books 1837-1839, . Imports and exports, C.A,16 Deo.
1840, GStatement by Qovernment searetary.,

L i
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This inérease made more revemue available to the govgr@ment
for the good of the whole commnity, and enabled a qicker - -
paying off of the Colony's debt to England, rutting more mon--'?
ey at the goverg?entis dispcsal iﬁ the next decade fbr.naiion4‘
al improvements;ﬂ

Conegquent to the increased conslimption was a rise in -
prices, From 1838, all elasses were subjedt to the high rate
of provigions, and complaints were heard from over the whole .
colony on the high cost of living, Thisi nconventince laéted 3
to the end of 1839, when prices became stabilized once more,

except in the case of whea%?

.o

Apart from spending thelr money; the inhabitants haa;nOg-
other‘m;anS'of digposing of 1t. large sums were openly offer-
ed for 1nvestmeﬁ§1 or sunk in buying landed properthnr erec-
ting new‘hﬁildingsf but there were few other undertakings in
which it could be inveéted; as before Compensation there had.
been little money avallable and consequently alfiost no demand
for oppﬁrtﬁnitiES of employing capital. There were only six
joint=sntodk companies; established since 1819, giving éh&nﬁge
for investment, but there was little local interest in themS
and the neefs of the Capé mercheants had not gone beyond agita.:d
ting for a bank offering better facilities than the Governmént
aﬁd Sawings Banks, a trequest waiéﬁ had beeﬂiefused thém:by
the British government for the past 10‘7ears? .

With the entry of the Compensation money, opportunieﬁ £
investment, and a better bank,capable of handling such large
amount, became imperative. 4&s Britain had refused to_aIlow“‘

thne merchants to sget up a Jcintastock bank on the'modei popu

1 Vide 1nfra section on condith:ns of uﬂbny 1838-1843;

2 Letters and edi torials in newspapers from March 1838.

3 In newspapers eg. Z.A, Hay 1837 to JEiy 1839.

4 Vare Afn. 28 Sept, 1841. Editor. Blue Books 1838 9.43:
Ingreaie in transfer dues due to more landed property
sades, |

5 C.A.23 QOct. 1839, Correspondeneea Alexander, J.E. An‘ezb I8
pedition of discovery into the interior of Africa., Lon- #
don, 1838 P.zs. - ﬁ‘

6 C.A., 3 0c¢t, 1838, - k-

7 For an account of this and the meagre financisal fa0111ties 9
in the Colony, see Arndt, EB.H.D, Banking and currency :
development in South Africa (1652-1927). Cape Town, 1928.1




ular in England at the time; the merohants in 1837 establish- il
ed a bank by trust-deed, and in August the Capo of Good Hope ]
Bank was officlally opened? It vas followved one year later
by the South African (Agrtcultural) Bank; ’Fhia. unlike the

Cape of Good Hope Bank, was primarily a bank of dgposit. ca_-
tering for tge needs of wealthy agriculturists even in ito ‘

4
office hours, Both banks proved successful, and in Fovember :

1838 the eastern districts put forward plans for their own *i
Eastern Provinoce ]3zutxk’.‘5 *’3
These business houses not only handled money, but they
also formed a source of investment for people 1nterasf:ed in
buying shares., Because Compensation had brought relatively
smll 'a.mom.ts of money into the hands of many peopls, rather
than very “iﬁnge sums anong only & few capitalists, a type of
establienment wao needed which would pruvide emall holders
with an outlet for their money on a more profitable basis
than merely banking it. The solution for this was théw Join
stock company. This desire coincided with the need for eas-
ing the growing pains of the commnity, HNHore money was esse
tial to improve agriculture, particularly the quality of Cap
wines and wool, which was making headway in the' early ;8505.
Better roads and harbours were ur?gently“requirled if the ool-

ony was in any way to ppogress and cater for the improved

ahippiqg aotlivit:lea of the European nations, on whose patron :
ege she was dependent.

The improvement of agriculture was left to the 1nd1vidua
recipiontf, but that of pudblic workes wvas partly met Ly the pu
110, on the instigation of the merchants. These needed a.ﬁ. |
outlet for the profits made from buying Compensation claims \
or acting a.s‘ agents for the oleimants, and from the exc;easive‘
income derived from increased sales of goods. They were also:

the only individuals in the colony with the necessary know-
ledge to begin large-scale undertakingss and were the leading

1 C.A, 17 Jan. 1838. Report of Cape of Good Hope Bank.

2 C,A. 2 Aug, 1837, .3 T

3 C.A. B Aug' 1838. o ~

4 C.A., 1 Aug. 1838, C.A., 9 Dec, 1837, Botice on shares.
Ibvid 17 Jan. 1838, Report.

5 C.A. 3 Nov. 1838, Meditasor 6 Wov. 1838.
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figues in the establishment of the joint-stock companies, whict .
offered a solution to smmll and lorge capitalists alike, For
three years speculation and the buying of shares turned Cape L

1 '
Town into & "vast Stock Exchange® assprojects were suaessfully

floated, or onthnsiaatically suggested but :3*!'.1.111:91"::.2 By 1839

~eight mnre companies offered opportunities for invesiment:e
Cape of Good Hope Bank, oatdblished in 1837.

Port Eligabeth Jetty Co., " " 1837,
8. A.m1¢u1tural Bank, n ©® 1838.
Bagtern Province Bank, ® ® 1838,

Cape of Gpod Hope Marine Assurance Co.,
establiahed in 1838,
Board of Executors, " 1838,
Commercial Wharf C,, n v 1838.
De Protecteur Pire and Life Assurance @
Co, eptablished in 1858. ;

Bevere loscés, however, were experienced in the early years of

.
- R i b ot et L

the 18405, as other newly-formed companies proved failurcs ané
hnd to be dissolved,.

stimilated by the unity and the interest in the common i
weal that marked the setiing up of these bodies, and given“an}_
impetus by similar sooieties heing formed in England at the
time, other forms of assocliation were begun, with the accent ’
on individual end sooial welfare. 7These included the”Bociety;
for the support of widows and aged poor‘women" the "Soclety 1
for the XEuropean sick and burial” and the “"Cape Friendly 800-.
1ety‘.‘41heae associations, both commercial and benevolent, %
wvere to remain after Ocmpensation money had been absorbed inJ

the Colony!s cconomy, to form an astive force in its progrcsﬁ

~Of the two opinkons which had been held prior to the cnf

¥

try of the money into the Colony, one hed pessimistically fo:

=

cast a rise in prices and a monetary depreoiation with a lou{

T8 A 12 Bept, 1858, Correspondence. }

2 7.A. 10 Aug, 1838. Editor. G.J. 23 Aug. 1838, Edltor.
Meditator 16 Oct. 1838, Editor.

3 Basgsed on C.A. 3 Oot. 1838 and Meditator 2 Oct. 1838.

4 Ibia
During this -period, two major newspapers began publioca-
tion: The"Moderator?(1837), whioch became the "Heditator(
and "De Vare Afrikaan" (1838); and one minor, “Price
Current® (1838), .
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ing in the rate of interest. This forecast also materialized,

”

Prices 1:o'oe, wvhile the exieiing.high rate of interest of 65 -

fell to BZ and Yy 1838 to 4¢. This was advantageous for the.
debtors, but detrimental to the ocreditors, and brought about a{
demand by tho latter in Ootober 1839, for the repeal of the ‘

existing usury laws; which compelled money.lenders to charge awﬁff

to lend at any rate they pleased and could obtain. Although
the measure 4id not pass thé Council, 1t resulted in wides . |
spread alarm among the non-cormercial olasses, partioularly
as mortgaging was still popular in the Colony. The atfoné op-.
pooition shown by the excited pudlic gave an unforeseen spur ’
§o the demands for a repréasentative assmebly, a desire g?iah ffff

the cormercial progress. of the colony appeared to warrant, *@@ﬁ

N &i"-;f i,

Vas the Compensation money benefiocial to the Cape or not\;ty
Although individuals suffered loes and even poverty, if a per 3%

-

eonal opinion may be ventured, I believe it can be said to
have been to the good, It aroused in the Cape people an awar,

ness of the possibilities of thei; country which was both , .
healthy and neceseary at the time; Suppoaitioﬁa are vain, bunﬁ;§

1f there had been no such stirmlus during these years, the

nlwveys characterirzed Cape notion., It is difficult for pers
sons to see advantages when pressed by oreditors, and faced
with the prospeot of a disintegration of the laboring class

vhich had supported them, as meny colonists of that period '
found themssives. The slave-owners never ceased to believe o}
that they hed been robbed of two-thirde of their lgwful pro-.4
porty, and they continued to feel bitter accowdingly. But
for the first time, wealth was available in the colony in

p.223. -

2 C.A. © Oot, « 2 Nov, 18390,
S Z2.A. 16 Hov, 1838, G.,J. 2 July 1840.

- 7



such amounts that 1t could be used for largesscale commercisl

undsrtakings ap was warranted by the stage of developgent whd.& |
the colony m resched, The merchants, who wers aceused of
profiteering at the expense éf the oclaimants, used this wel-  ~
come apﬁb‘ttuiity te advantage, and through their endeavers fa
Colony a3 & whole derived lasting benefit from the fateful

Compensation money.
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CHAPTER VII
BEFORE__ FREEDOM

VHile the Compensation money was soming into the Colony,
and the trekking in the east vas causing alarm smong the res -
maining inhebitants, the day of actual freedom was drawing |
nearer. Thig for tue Cape was lst December 1838, us her
slaves had been ¢lassed as nonspraedial at the request of the '
colonisots in'1834% It was a period of apprehension in all |
the slavésowning coloniés, as in the west Indies the pelfs
governing islands had also decided to end apprenticeship in
1838 rather than in 1840. | o

fhe Cape heé partisular cause to feRl uneasy. Tha,goveéz'
-ment had mede no provision for the new status of the ¢olored ‘
tlass. Apard ffﬁm‘fﬂufitiiﬁg the ®Coverrment slave hospital® !
to reseive a greater amount of inmotes, no preparation had .
been mede for old or siokly coloreds who would soon bs depen»
dent on their families 6r on charity, in a ¢ountry in which '
there existed no poor lew to help themf Edusation of the ap@;
prentices had been limited, the intentions of the Dritish
government not having been put into effect locally., Only one
piece of constructive legisiation « and that an Order-in<Coun
cil - hed been enacted with the interests of tne late olaves
in vie&f This law on the régula%ion of marriages inc¢luded
provisions by which the illegnl unions existing under slavery
could be validated and the children recognised as born in
lawful wédiﬁckg if such marrioges wore polemized within one
year after lst February 1839. This gave opportunities.:or
1egalizing the aasual‘meritai relations existing amangstithe

paat slaves. Apart from this, no preparations were mnde'by

1 Z2:A. 2B March 1834, Resolutions of public meeting.

2 C,A. Ef*Dec. 1837, The "Covernment slave hospital® was of.
fiecially the YHespital for age@ and infirm government
apprentices”, The building was the old Slave lodge, whig
since the freeing of the goverrment slaves in 1826 had
been used to house 0ld or sich government apprentices or
children not yet oid enough to be indentured.

The British government alsc passed an Abolition Amendment

. Act in April 1838, for the better and more liberal troats

ment of apprentices, but this hardly affectod the Cape.

3 G.G. 5 April 1839, Order-in-Council of 7 Sept. 1838.




B N

'1 Medltator 10 July 1838., Account frcm "A Subaltern's szck

199,

1

the_coionia; government, andnit.was left to the newspapers to [
instil into the apprentices a sense of the responsibility j
that would be incurred by being free. »

These exhortations asked the apprentices {o so-dperate:
with their past masters by continuing to provide thgm‘voiuﬁ-._

tarily with agricultural labor, as they had been forced -to. do |

in the past; The apprentices made up the majority of the 1alﬁ
borers, on whom thé grain farmers in particulary were dependeﬁé
Freedom came at an ewkwafd time for Cape Colony, December
being harvest, when the reapers "cannot be spared a single
day froem their work, without great inconvenience and riskﬁ;?~f
and the coiogists feared that the antipathy of the past slav- §
éa towards agficulture and- towards their masters, would capse;
them to leave the land in great numbers for‘the towns? .Thét i
members of the philanthropiec party pointed out that this in< ¢ |
convenience would oﬁly‘be temporary: high wagee.in‘thg;tqwné f?
would fall rapidly with the influx of superfluous labor, and .;
the r esulting-competition, plus the existing abnormal cost of;
livingy result in the laborers returning to the farms. The b
amount of available labor was not being decreased; and "Lih- ‘
erty iS‘net‘breadiéa the colored people would have to work toﬂ
live, the quality of such work improving as they derived cof-f
responding wages. Moreover, frec labqr could move to where -
it was most needed, a fléxibility even more welcome eince:thé;
Compensation money opene& up possibilities for new 1ﬂdustriesi
and for improvements; and their deing paid in wages meant in-ﬂ
cereased tirculation of money in the colony; 3

These prophecies did not deter farmers from offering .
theif.apggentiées brivbes to induce them to‘remain after 1st <

December., Apprentices Fad been leaving their eﬁployers in une7

leave",

2 C.A., 8 Nov. 1837. Rditor. ' ‘ -
3 C.A, 27 Jan, 1838, Correspondenoe. Z.A., 28 Jan. 1836.

Article by ®ev, Ware Afn., 22 Yov. 18o8 Editor.
g ggéftﬂin. ?9 ¥ov, 1838, Editor. ' ‘

e ator 10 July 1838. Correspondence, > oh s Fov. 1 .
- Ibid 20 Dec. 1837, Bditor.~ P ° ? A+ 8 Fov. 1837
6 Vare Afn. 29 Hovs 1838 .n.d»itor. '
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usual numbars during the past two years, either by deserting
or; increasingly, by obtaining their legal discharge through |
the mediﬁm of the specisl magistrates, and so becoming rreie?
In the eighteen months preseding lot Dedember 1838, there

were numerous advertisements for domestic and other servanto.
While somé of these demands may have arisen from the luxury |
and higher living standards brought about by the Compensation)
moneys ©thers must have been caused by apprentices leaving
their masters, or by the employers making provision for the
future, stress being laid on applicants producing good tentle
monials, The fear of being left without sufficient labor 1ed
to suggestions for the importation of leborers from Eurcpe ‘

2

and Asial anfl an unsbhocessful memorial from several farmers

hod acked for Africans from Sierra Leone and environs®
A widesopread measure t6 scoure labor for the future was{l
the i1llegal apprenticing of colored chifdren on lorngterm ine |
deﬁ“:ures% & complete veversal of the custom prevalent ﬁnder ,
slavexry, wigezi the froeing of ¢hildren had been a popular mode
of mé.mmmqiom 1t becams nedessary to pass Ordinance 3 in
‘Septerber 1838 to put a stop to this practice, the Ordinance
being baged on an April 1838 Order«in«Council to amen® the
Aboiition Act, an Order which otherwise did not effect the
Golbn:‘yf ‘Wd&ﬂ&ﬂé&' 3 made unlawful the detainment of past
siaves as apprentices on any ¢hayge whatsoever, after lst
December 1638, which prefented the illepgal indenturing, of
aﬁpféﬂti:ces" childrens it also provided for colored children .
vho might be left destitute after 1838 by imposing striot
regulations through the local officials on any child appren.
tic'eahi'p‘ ‘The gist of this mdinmoe had to be ennphasized.

1 2.4, 29 Dem 183‘7 Editor. Allo notices in newspapers by
Spesial Magistrates. An apprentice could win hiz dis
cherge from the master {f the latter could not produce a I
good reason for wanting to detain hie,

2 Z.A, 29 Deo. 1837, Ed tor. G.J. 2 aug. 1838, Editor.
Moderator 14 Pebruary 1837. Editor on Agricultural Socletyl

3 The date of the memorial is uncertain: the colonial governe
nent amswered it in @€.6. 5 Oct. 1838,

. 4 CsA. ® Jan,1836, Correspondende, Ibid 3 Jan, 1838. Rditor. B

6 .0, 5 Oet, 1838, Ordinance 3, not allowing any form of
apprenticeship to extend beyond 1838, was actually a Teven.
sal of Cap.b, Clause 8 of Ordimmmnee 1 of 1835, whM©Ch §
lowed maaters to detain apprentices to coiiplete: @hﬂ‘




egaln in Dcoember 1838 and Jamuary 1839, as masters oontin-

ued to aot againsgt 1t and apprentice children%

Fmployers, therefore, were left without any hold on the j

A

past slaves, a situation aggravated by there being no vagrans |

3

oy law, nor any legislation am yet to regulate relations af- j
ter 1838 between master and servant; and they did not dare :
' hopes that the colored laborers would remain with them on the i
strength of past good treatment or through loyalty, as ecmme
optimistic people believed? To the masters, there was no

reason why the past slaves when free should lead anything butsy

3

dissolute, idle lives, with liberty bdecome liocence,” Antie

philanthropic sentiments feared that let December would al- |
4.1

*

ready witness ¢arousing end loud revelry among the coloredso
By 1838 the poetio mugse was piping a different tuns -

*Ach! wvat bange and droeve eorgen,
Ziet gy niet voor u verdborgen,
Als de bittere dag vervall! 5
Dat 4e Slaaf vry wezen gall?l®

four years of service, 1f the apprentlce nad wvilfully
kept away from work.

1l G.G. 28 Dec, 1838 and Ibid 4 Jan, 1839.

2 Moderator 14 Feb, 1837, VWare Afn. 22 Nov., 1838,

.3 Meditator 7 Aug. 1838. Z,A., 3 Aug, 1838. Correspondence.
C.A, 27 Jan, 1838. Correspondence,

4 Meditator 6 Nov. 1838. Correspondence. Ibid 9 Nov, 1838.
Correspondence.

5 Meditator 2 Yan. 1838.






CHAPTER VIII ‘

THE CONIHTION OF THE _ COLOREDS
AFTER 1838

'Thé unusnglly'wet and ¢old weather pxperienced.over the:
western parts of the Colony on the 1st December 1838 @ampened
anq processions or manifestations of Joy that the‘apprentiﬁes".
‘mighf have had in mind, much t0 the relief of the inhabitants, |
for the new governor, Sir George Napier, had taken no steps - .
against possible iicentionsyessi» At the Cape, as in the Vest
Indies, emancipation day 1838 passed quietly., Although the .
canteens were vy no means empty, there was pp_unruliﬁess, and ;
the churches all over the colony were well attended for the-
extra services given? S '

A . I
It had been feared that the colored servants would leave

their employers once they were free, and this féar maigrialisﬁgx
ed almost immediately. Already during the first days of totai‘
freedom, many town households found themselves without ser- |
vants, while the laborers gradually came in from the farmei5
sometlmes leaving their old relatives to the care of willing

« or unwilling « masteré& In several cases employers took
the opportunity to turn out worthless servants, or were able
‘lto make contracts with their past apprentices? but it was ;
found impossible t6 achieve any étability in labor relstions -
in the first months, and even the newly-estaplished, and bodly-
needed, labor registry offiece for bringing together mastefé anc¢
servants, had to admit defeatc It had been reall sed that the
apprentices, would, in the first moments after lst Degember 183¢
be blinded by their freedom and averse to the old pursuits V'x
they had‘been‘fprced to follow under slavery; but ﬁhe inhabie .
tants»were uncertain how long restlessness and idleness would,

lasts

1 W A, 5 Sept. 1839.» Letter from Hapier. b

2 C.A.D Dec. 1838 - 2 Jan. 1839, Zohe 7 = 28 Deec, 1838. '
Ware Afn. 6 Dec. and 20 Dec. 1838. G.J. 6 Dec. 1838,

3 Z.,A. 7 Dec. 1838, Editor. Tbid 14 Dec. 1838. . o
Vare Afn, 6 Dec. 1838. Editor. oo !

4 Meditator 15 Jan. 1839, Correspondence. 2Z.A.21 Dec. 1838, \

5 Meditator 4 Dec. 1838, Editor. C.A.22 Dec., 1838,

6 G.G.iz Dec. 1838, Advertisement. Ware Afn.10 Jan. 1839. °
Ed oY .
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As the late apprentiges had been primarily fa;m laborera;
agricultural pursuits would be affected most by their leaving{‘
their old odcupations, espedial]y where there was wholesale:
abandorment-of farms. The cornfarmers suffered the greatest
anxiety; December being oo

"the period met precious to the Farmer for Stacking or ‘w

Housing his Crops which become so suddenly ripe and the

grain so easily shed, that the utmost activity and Ala- §
crity is 1ndispensab1e to prevent very serious loss®. 4 }

Heéavy rains fell during the month, and not only were the farm;
ers late in reaping, but not bing able to gather in the aheav@;
ws immadiately due to lack of labor, the wheat fell e prey @o-;
birds and rot. Threshing wap ‘slow; t:anapbrt of the gﬁgin:un;
.rcertain as the late apprentices had constituted the_waggon-~x;
drivers and leaders résponsible in past years for bringing 1ti
to the market. The price of provisions was already high, and §
wvheat and bread were likely to go higher still under such dif{?
ficulties o :
"De plaaf is vry; ~ mzZar dan ook vry van_arbeid“§ It ap{i
plied not only to the agpi?ulturiste, but also to the towns- g
people. The prosperity ocoasioned by the Compensation money, §
had caused many townsmen-to eénlarge their estabiishments; theti
and less pretentious ones now received a serious setback as . ‘
cooks, coachmen, nursemalds, houseboys = ogten after years of ?
gservice to the family « left their old maeters?L/éo'replace .
them was difficult, with the rate of wages the coloreds began f
to ask, and the demand for testimontals upon which employers -é
V/were now beginning to imsist. Such abandomment was inconveniel
ient in normal circumstances; it was worse where abnormal con-i
ditions eg. permanent illness, hhd made persons totally dgpen-i
dent upon the services of the alavea they had secu;ely pwned. &
It sggprity for the future was being taken from the late sla- :

ves, 1t was also being taken from the masters, in this passing?

B ARG W e AR RS 4 e
gt 3 T b e i ot

froq gighxequh-cenyury into modern economic and social rela- !

tions.

1 Confidential reports June-Deo. 1833, :
v 2 vWare Afn. 17 Jan.l1839. .Correspondence.. C.A.29 Jan.l1l839.
Editor. For fufther references vide: infra sectdion on 1@&0;

3 Ware Afn. 10 Jan. 1839, Ietter fr Koeb
-4 Ibid 13 Dec. 1838, Editor. C.A, 9013an?e1§§% Editor.
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The apprentices spend their first restless months pf .

freedom.at leisire. Such contracts as they made, preferably
" oral or only for the dsy, did not hinder them from suddenly 5?
leaving their masters at unexpebted moments% It was hoped :
that in time they would settle as steady laborers, for the
.Cape .alaves had been-docilej;and-on good terms with thelr mas-
tzrs;hytgv;uld"yeﬂ¢etrimuutatﬁt63the Colony to lose the labor
:fthese often industrious and skilled workﬁen. They began free
dem by not'being sufficlently prepared for ths responsibili-.
ties of a new exist_enoe,z and had no imowledge of the néed for
seourity, which in the past had been automdtically provided
for them by their masters, 1If at first they were averse to
their old labors and interested in work merely for its high
wages; such a reaction was only natural. But how long was
it to last?
The results of the emansipation of the slaves may be |
summarized as followsse
The influx of the Compensation money to the Cape {(which
has been dealt with in the last aectioﬁ), L
The change in the living conditions of the late appreg-

. tices, i

-
tery

The deficiency of labor.

The consequent demand for immigration, and the iptrodpc-_';
tion of prize negroes in partial fulfiiment of this demand.

The impetus given to the need and p;asibility of repres-

3

entative govermment. o

After the first few months of idleness, for which the ocol.
, onists had been prepared; it became obviong that the c¢oloreds’
were not going to establish themselves irmediately &» a con-

structive part of the comrmunity, as the philanthropists had ..

I
[
{
ir
l.

. prophesied. It took some three years before the freed appren- §

V1 W,A: 10 Jan. 1839. Correspondence. Vide section on labor.
2 Affirmed by a visitor to the Capes G.J. 11 May 1843. Ex-

tract fram book by C.R.Baynes, °Reflecti
ramble in the Fastn. oo cor ‘Reflections during a

3 For emancipation and the Trek, see "Note" at end of thesis.gf.>‘
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tices conformed to the course set by slaves and prize negroes‘
previously freed ie. the free blacks, who were a class follow.
ing such proletariate ocoupations as tailoring, fishing,fruitv

selling, grocers, Some of them had been able to accumulate %
property, and owned land and buildings in Cape Town® BDut the’
free blagks had avolded beooming egricultural laborers; this :
exmapi; should have been warning enough of the tendencies the.
past epprentioes would show once they were able to choose
their ocoupation,

Until 1838, the late slaves gnd been settled matnly in
the country, with only 6,702 out of 35,843 of them living in
Cape Tovn? The first outoome of their emancipation, wae the
upsetting of this distribution, as they migrated to Cape Town
and the villages, to take up a way of 1life to which they hed
not been aocnstomed? Before this time, they had lived on the
farms, and were fed on speoified rations by fheir macters, wh
elso uad to attend to their slaves when they fell 1l1, Arterii
1838, the coloreds were to be found thickly settled in the
shabby quarters of the towns, partioularly Caps Town, whore i

Ylow apartments, twelve reat‘squaro, ap many as twenty

human beings have been diacovered lodging, teeding,

and sleeping®,4 .
end with 1nsuff}cient water supply to ensure cleanliness.5
Their diet was poor, consisting chiefly of fish and rioe;5
drinking was heavy and one of their two main orimes, although 4
the government tried to sight the evil by limiting the ipsue '?
of licences to oantsens. Under such conditions, 1t was dif- o
ficult to ocombat disease, and when measles broke out early in

1839, it spread rapidly among the lowver classes, causing the
number of deaths in Cape Town alone to rise from 380 in

/1 Almenacs 1836 for 1ist of free Dleoks and type of occupatio
Burchell, ¥.J. Travels in the interior of Southern Afric:
Iondon, 1B22. v.l. D.33.

C.A, 28 Yov, 1838, 14,410 of the apprentices lived in the
Cape District (apart from Cape Town) and Stellenbosch,
C.T.Mall 13 March 1841, Editor. Z.A. 11 Jan. 1839. Cor-

raespondenge. ¥

G.J. 18 April 1839, On extract from "Commercial Advertiser’:}

Z.A. 1 ¥May 1840. Publio meeting., Ware Afh, 12 May 1840.
Edli tor, C.Js 28 April 1842. legislative council.

Z.A, 6 Nov, 1840, Editor.

C.G. 3 May 1839. C,A, 29 Dec. 1838,
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1838 to 1113 in 1839]: One year later, smailpox.ca'i;sed simi-
lar havoe, the number of deaths being 973 for 18407 . These
diseases dpleted still further the available labor resources
in the towns, and forced employers on the land to be wary of
engaging strange laborers., But they had the édvantage of
drawing the attention of the people and the authorities to
the living conditions of this class of the sommnity, and
steps eould be taken to remedy themd o
Although the majority of past apprentices had not accu-
mileted much money before freedom, and refused after to stay
with one @‘mpioyér ilong enough to earn any substantial amounts,
cases of destitution were rare, There was no poor law in the
Colony, which was singularly free of pauperism?’yeﬁ the set-
ting at liberty of so many persons not used to in@éﬁendeﬁce
&ia not dbring prominent beggary with its More poverty there
must have been; for -thére was a rise in the expenditure of
the Leper Institution Génd in the applications for entry to - . :
the Hospital for Infirm Persons (for the .coiéreds)? but. there
was no great increase in cases of destitution, whic¢h may be
partly accounted for by the slender needs with which these
people were satisfied., | _
When it became obvicus that the late apprenticeS'woﬁid
in future form a distinctive part of the'urban‘population,
the problem arose as to whether their residentiak areas
should be 'reétriaot'édi The British Secretary of State was
against separatior, a policy which Napler tried to enf_ofc’:e?
but either vo1untari1y_6§ with encouragement, the coloreds
tended. to settle in definite areas or suburbs known as loca«
tions = there were. such outside Worcester and Ultenhage by

18449 an& Plﬁmstead 7111age, Slmonstown, wyﬁbarg, and Ronde-

Bilue Books 1839 p.199.

Ibid 1840 p.229 '

eg. fhe actibn arising out of the public meeting of 25th

C;A,Bz MBY 1839& COrrespondenee.

C.ds 1 Jan. 1840. Editor.

Blue Books 1842 p.47.

Blue Books 1841 p.l40,; Was the "Government slave hospltal“

Z.,A. 15 Fedb, 1839, .

Worcester: Almanacs 1841 p 536. 2.A.2 Oct., 1840. Circuit
Court. Uitenhage: G.J. 4 Jan,1844.
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bosch/Were ail.fentres with an unusually large proportion of
colored people;

' Anothe: tendency to which the government was averse, was:
the gé%heiingﬁbf the coloredé at the missionary institutions.Z
No-defiﬁité‘figurés were obtainable of the numberS‘yhigh'had
moved to thésg sentres, which were popular because they were
less Gpen'io government control, offered schooling facilitiepz
and plpts of iand on which the coloreds could build cottagesd |
The ﬁﬁrraun&ing farmers accused the institutions of drawing
away their sources of labor, and maintgiﬁe& that the irhabi- !
tants plundered their farms. But the opposition of authori-f
ties and farmers did not deter the misgsionaries from finding ¢
it necéésar§ to set up new gentres, such as they did at Wup-
pertnal, Farmerfield, Haslope Hills and Kopjes Kasteel, while§
the number resident at old institutions in the eamzly forties ]
showed en increase in comparison to eariier figuree;4

8till other past apprentices settled in cottages or on

plots rented from individual farmers in exchange for money
5
or their labor, or squatted on private and crown land, such ai}
the Cape Flats, an offence which was difficult to keep in -
. . : ) 6 '
check due to the lagk of vagrandy laws, ‘
Among those who hired plots were coloreds who became
good marketsgardeners; but there was no widespread dgsire to
nold land or ¢ill the soil, In this way, the interests of  §
past slaves and past masters became estranged, where formerly]
the-proaperity of both had been dependent on their imitually
working the soil., This alienation was a disadvantage %o the
wholé ¢olony, for the farmers ware for some time unable to. ..
embark on\large-aéaie projectsy and the coloreds, continually;
moving frombplace to place; could never attain positions,of
/1 C.A.16 Jan.1839. Correspondence. G.JaEO'Oéfaléii. Leégis-
latige Council. . e
2 Ware Afn.21 March 1839. Iegislatiwe Council. Ibid.3 March §
) 1840. Qorrespondence. Meditator 7 Feb.1839. Correspam&nt .
3 G.J+2 April 1840, Weésleyan Missionary report. )
4 Z.A+ 28 Dec« 1841: Corréespondence.
Thé statements made here on the institutions were deduct-
e¢d from a comparison of the Biue Books, 1830-1843, as the
source mostlllkely to give an idea of their growth, but

even the governinent was unsure of the actual number -of
bast slaves who "had moved to the missions. The Books




responsibility or give the community the qualities such engen-"
der, After emancipation, there was a totally new character
to labor rclations: where formerly the regulation of labor ha.df
been one-sided, depending on the capital and will of the slavef
owner, it was now based on the co-operation between the emplqy‘
er, who had to offer work; and the employee, able to sell his
servioes as he thnught best. (

For three years, the farmers had to struggle with a la.
bor deficiency, while the coloreds found employment in the -
lower trades. Some remained there: the Malays, the most ins
dustrious group, became well-knqwn fishermen?'othera were ab1e 
to acquire property of varying -vsslue':.2 By 1_845 the complaints :
of their restlessness had considerably lessened and, although
not working as steadily as could be wished, were finding mar- §
Xets for their labor to the satisfaction of employer and em- :

ployee, if it were possible for former slave-owners to be sa-|]

tisfied.

Morally, the past apprentices took the opportunity to
improve themselves, After a temporary period of two years,
during which their corimes of thieving and drunkenness were
much more fregquent then formerly? the charges against the co-j
loreds began comparing favorably dth those laid against the ;
other classes of the community. Govermment officials applau-:
did the behaviour of the past slaves by the early 18408 and 3
the mild state of crime in the west where lived the majority L
of the colored peoplef particularly in comparison with the 3

seriocus plundering by the Xosa in the east. These results )

merely use the term "coloreds” (in its widest sense) for
the people there ie. including Hottentots and Kaffirs;
nO'de;inite figures for the past slaves are given. ¥
5 C.2.Mail 24 Deo. 1842. Petition on road. Z.A. 4 Oct. 1839.
Remarks by H.,Ross. Meditator 12 Feb.1839. Editor,
6 G.J.28 May 1840. Legislative Council. Z.A, 27 0ct.1843.
Memorial from Beanfort. . '

1 Almanacs #843. Somerset West. p.381, C.T.Mall 7 Jan.1843.

2 G.J.5 May 1842, From"Commercial Advertiser™; Correspondence §
Almanacs 1844, List of free bfiacks, with property owned. §

3 Meditator 19 Feb,1839. Editor. 2.4:29 July 1839. Circuit
Court, Stellenbosch, '

4 Z2.A. 1 Feb.1842, Cirouit Court, Stellenbosch, C.T.Mail 23r¢
April 1842. €riminal sessions. Ware Afn. 10 Now.; 184G
Correspondgnce., g
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may have been partly due to an increase in the police force,

and also to the continued mediating services of four of the
1

special magistrates.

In religion, there was a marked improvement in church

attendance. The amount of slaves professing Christianity had 4§

always been small, but in-the post-1838 period the enthusiaem
for the Christian religion rose., In VYorcester, Somerset and
Stellenhosch attendance at the local churohes was more than

2 , .
goods in Paarl; Fransch Hoek and Vagemmakers Vallei, private.

donors caused the ereotion of chapels for the freed appfeptioe -

for wham the Padrl chapel and Stellenbosch church were soon

too small, and other measures had to be taken to accommodate

the colored congregations ghare? In November 1842 the synod -

of the Dutch Reformed Church @ ve the colored people the righid

to serve as ministers, if properly qualified . recognising
the eqnality‘of the c¢oloreds in the church and allowing them
to further the zeal they had recently ahowne

It is more difficult to assess the progress made in

schooling, for with few exceptions,®white and black®were sti
educated together, and the latter included past slaves, Hot-
tentots and Kaffirs. By 1843 there were 3741 pupils enrolled
in 25 mission schools, and 6692 in the day schools connested

to the missions? this exscluded Sunday and evening schools and

o4

the special colored schodols at Stellenbosch; Swellendam gnd_ 6

Uitenhage, as well ag Beaufort, Graaff Reinet and Colesberg@ :
The interest accruing from the remains of the Compepsation

money, invested in 1843, would find good use in this field,

ecpecially with the new organization of education and the ap-l‘

pointment of more teachers, which took place in the 1840s. It*ié§

1 The four apeoial magistrates which were kept were those at
Wynberg, Malmesbury, Paarl, Caledon; they had no civil
superintendence. Blue Books 1838 .

2 Blue Books 1838-1843, Rdatgitons establisiments.

3 Z2.A.11 Dec, 1840, C.A. 3 Aug. 1842

4 C.A. 19 Nov. 1842,

5 Blue Books 1843 p.256, last p., of the section.

6 Blue Books 1838-1843, Educational establlshments. -

As in the cage of religion, it is almost impossible to
ascertain bow many of the pupils were actually past sla- §
ves, eg. the school at Uitenhage contained 250 coloreds j§

in 1843, but these past slaves also included Hottentots. §

Blue Books 1843 p.256. Item 77.78,




was necessary that money should be availeble for separate

echools, for already by 1843 it was becoming apparent that ﬁ
the standards of good oclothing, ¢lecanliness and regular atten-g }
dance at mixed schools were beyond the means of most colored%n}
- apart from the hostility by the Europeans towards these 1
mixed schools, which firct showed its face after 18382- a feayi
ture alien to the Putlook of the colonists under slavery, }
where ths slave children had been able to receive education ‘
with those of the master, if hot otherwice employed.
v Thers was a growing divergence between the past slaves
and the Furopeans in Caﬁe Colony after the finnl ettaimment
of freedom. This had been neither the intention of the Brie
tish govermment; nor of the coloniste themselves, for there
vere persons among the colored population whose education and |
manners were equal to those of some of the whites. On the
surface, there was o seeming equality « ocoloreds and colon=
iete were to be found in the same shurches and schoolsj the
oriminal and population returns made no distinotion between
the two groups, and of the 2069 voters in Cape Town in 1842,
830 ware coloreds? But the late apprenticen were looked upon
as a separate castef This might have been due to the diver-
éence of economic interest after 1838, when the laborers left |
thelir past ocoupations in such great numbers; or have arisen
from the resentment slave-ouners felt towards the way in
which Emancipation'hnd been put into effest} or because the
coloreds showed a campletely different outlook to that of the
Europeans ag to what they expected from life, As slaves they

1 C.A. 22 Jan,. 1842,

2 C.T.Mall 10 June 1843. lLegislative Councoil.

3 Almanacs 1844 (Yo paginatiom).

4 This is noticeable from newspaper opinions, and affirmed by
contemporary writers:s V.Irons, writing in 1858, still
speaks of the "slaves®™. Irons, W, The gsettler's guide
to the Cape of Good Hope. london, 1858. p.100.

Books stressing the fact that no hostility was felt to=~
wards the coloreds after 1838 point as eyzdence to the
election of a Maley as wardmaster in 1840. Against this
must be weighed his declining to serve, d though the pub-
lic showed no animosity towards the original election.
Newran, V,A, Blographical memolr of John Montagu. Lone
don, 1885, p.363.




thunted attitﬁﬁe towards life. It ecould hardly be expected

85. |

did not have to think of sesurity for the future; they conse~
quently had no cenéeption 6f its importance once they were ins
dependent. Neither were they interested in the progress of. - §
the Colony, as any earnest intergst they might have cultivats
ed was made impossibig ﬂnder s1avery, which ailuwed them no

responsibility or means of'spifmexpression@_and was 1ik¢;§,

to root them from their environment at the master's desire.. .

The slaves therefore, had had to find solace in a careffeerandj

that their characteristiecs could be changed within four years;
and the ¢oloreds carried their outlook with them into immes

\
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CHAPTER IX
THE IDEFICIENCY OF LABOR

"Farmers of all sorts, wine, corn and gattle farmers,
in most, if not in all the western districts of the
Colony, find their operations checked by the disap-
pearance of their ordinary laborers. It is hecome
difficult to secure even domestic servants”,

wrote the editor of the Commercial Advertiser in February i
1839, On the attainment of their freedom, the late appren-
tices had migrated to the towns, leaving the farmers to cope

o ,
as best they could.

"We are here miserably situatéddwithour late appren-
tices; nmine have all left, and I cannot get any
others”,

complained an inhabitant of George one month later. The ape .

prentices having left, there was no one to take their place.

The Hottentots were unreliable, and in most instances could: :
only be pressed into work as herdsmen; the free blacks prefer:
Qed being artisans in the towns; the Kaffirs were not as skill.
led, and were concentrated in the east, although they ¢id.
there partly help to alleviate the labor shortage. But the
west was left entirely without resocurce, nor had any'legisla-
tion been passed to regulate working conditions and contracts
between the free laborers and their employers.

Cape Colomy was not alone in its trouble. 1In MauritiusA'
and the West Indies, past owners were compelled to sell their
property from lack of laboring hands, the freed slaves taking:
to farming on their own either individually or in groups;
when they dld work for the planters, it was for high wages.,
The decline in Jamaican sugar production in the fortiea,-wae, 
due'in some degree to the labor deficiency on the plaptations
There was much inter«island migration in these first years, -
as the laborers moved to those Indies where they were offered
the best wages, until the legislatures passed laws to prevent
the loss, and immigrants were obtained from Sierra Leone énd

the East to remedy the situation.

1 C.A., 20 Feb, 1839.
2 G.J. 8 Aug. 1839, Oorrespondenoe. Meditator 26 March 1839.

Editor. ZaA; Jafi, &840.
3 G,J., 18 A;_;p@%l ] ]385'9% ?I{"ti{:er from Eu d%ng;;ﬁ?k%na?f .




The Cape papers published what news they could of condi-
tions in the sister o lonies, soothing the colonists in the

knowledge that at least they were not alone in their trouble.:

But the accounts became laess palatable when the West Indies
were allowed fo pass vagrancy laws and import labor from abro-f
ad% the former were impossible at the Cape, and the colonists
acted too slowly to enable the latter to tige over the first
difficult years of the new relationship. Immigration was .
particuiarlyvgcceptable to the Cape with the progress there
.ﬂuring the 1830s, both before and more so after, the entry of §
{the Cdmpéﬁsationimoﬁevg but suggestions f6r immigrant. labor- ‘
ers = from England or from beyond the frontier « had before
1838 been éénfined to the eastern distrists, which had steadi
1y complained of insufficiént workers even then? (

The change from slave to free labor entalled placing it
on a completely new basis, Slave lavor is expensive - a man
embarking on & new entérprise must have double the capital
needed for free labor, where the initial expense of buying hiﬁ
siaves falls away and'the]mbney used to keep the slaves house:
and. fed goes t0 paying wages. Slave labor is also inflexible}
profitable manufacturing industries being agaiﬁst the naturéa%
of slave-owning commiinities, which must remain primarily agrii'
cultural. The standard of labor there is poor: ”ith4n° sti-
malus but compulsion to oécupy fhemselves, the slaves are disj
interested and have no need to raise ‘the quélify of their\worﬁ_vj

At the Cape; however, slave labor was still the best.ob-zg
tainable, Free blacks rarely became laborers and these were E
disliked by the farmers? Such as there were, were only empl
ed at harvest time, when their expense and independence lowe
ed both the farmer's pfdfi%s and his prestige?: Aftervléss,

free labor was the only kind available, the farmer having to

2 C.A. 10 De¢. 1831. Correspondences G.J. 16 May 1833. Edi
tor. ’ ’ o

3 C.A. 10 Aug. 1831, Fairbairn's speech. C.A. 12 Feb. 1833.p8
Correspondence. . : B

4 Z.A. 2 March 1832. Editor. Ibid 12 Oet. 1832, Corresponden




compete with his neighbors for such workers as offered them-
selves. The despair led to the briding of others' servants
and workmeniland to the employment by the agriculturists of
any laborer with or without testimonials 2 a consistent de-
mand for such would heve helped steady relations and forced ‘
the colored to provide a better quality of work.

Even when the farmers obtained laborers, there was un-

certainty-as to their treatment. Those owners who had been

4 lenient to their slaves in former year s, had been deserted a
readili by @heir past apprentices as had the stricter masters g
Would strictness enforce respect? The attitude of the color
eds gave no indication of the correct course, As they could
not be forced to remain at their work - there being no law o
labor contracts, and the magistrates far « the past slaves
took the opportunity of fleanting freedom and humiliating
their employers. During the first two.years,.whan the colo-- j
reds chose to apply themselves to work, its guality was poor
er thén under slavery; they were quick to take affront and
to leave their employers singly or in groups for no apparent
reason and at unwarranted times. This course of aétion was
simp@ltied by their preferring to hire themselves out for th
day on oral oontractq Only in 1841 did the past appréutices j“v‘
revert to some semblance of their former steadiness, and re=- ;
turn to the farms.
"8ince the 1lst of December last, we have to struggle
very mch about: the cultivation of our farms"... 4
"..enor do we see the slightest prospect before us,
than that of abandoning the cultivation of our lands

« from the want of hands to conduct farming opera-
tions the agriculturists in this neighbourhood are

1 A fairly common practice by which the colonists were irmd <

' tated. XExamples are Z.A, 21 June 1839, Correspondence.
C.A. 1 May 1839. Correspondence,

2 The newspaper editors were continunally advising the colon-
ists to demand "characters® of applicants for posts, as
had begun before December 1838, but in the want for la-
bor this precaution was ignored. C,A.21 Deo. 1839, Edi- i
tor. Ware Afn, 256 July 1839. Editor. Ibid 10 March 1840. B

3 There are numerous complaints on the lax habits of the co+ '}
loreds at work, Some ares: WeAh28 Jan. 1840. C Ibid 4th
Feb.1840. Z.,A. 7 July 1840. .C-#. 22 Jan,.1840. Iegis-
lative Council,

4 Z,A. 24 May 1839, Letter from Wagermakers Vallei,




driven to deapair.“l

*I have been offering Rds, 30, besides food and clothing,
for a herdsman, because I am unable to do it myseif;
but I cannot get any one. Tell me, for God's szke,
what must I dol" 2

- Complaints on the deficiency of labor came from agri.
culturists in all parte of the coloqy? relatives and friends
were forced to help the farmers' families accomplish the work
which the past slaves had done.‘ The cattle farmers had least
cause for anxiety, as Hottentots could be employed for herding
the wine farmers, who had been the largest slave proprietors,
also found themselves at an advantage: although they experien:
ced difficulty in obtaining men to turn their vineyards gnd
gather the grapds, they were able to offer higher wages from

the remains of the Compeneation money they had received, and |
their crop was more popular than that of the cornfermers. Tﬁi
cornfarmers in the wheatlands of the Koeberg and Zwartland
suffered most heavily from the refusal of ths laté apprenticej
to work on the landﬁ Not having owned as many slaves as ﬂm,"f
wine.farmers, they had 19&5 money available to pay the worker}
they so urgently needed, and their orop hed few attractions. j
Freedom came during one of tho peak periods in the calendar Q
the cornfarmers. The emount.of wheat harvested being smz2ll »
due to the unseasonal rains and the lack of'ﬁe?pgﬂ&&itﬁe&sami
vant led to 4ifficulties in thfeshing and transporting the
grain to market. Not only could grain not reach the market, }
so that farmere took to selling tt on their farméd, but it ali
most doubled its normal price: a load of wheat costing £12-18
in Jamary 1838, fetched £21 in Jamuary 18399 Although this |

1 Meditator 7 Feb, 1839, Letter from HottentotacHolland,
2 Z.A. b April 1839, Letter from Paarl. :
3 In 1839 and 1840, there were continual letters of complaintj
See eg. Z.A, 3 Maroh 1839, Ibid 31 Jan, and 7 Feb, 1840;
ware Afn, 4 Feb, 18403 C.A I Jan. 18403 G.J.18 June 1840. §
4 Children especially had to be kept from school to do farm-
work, eg, Z.A, 3 May 1839. Correspondence, V.A, 11 Apri
1839. Z.A, 20 Jan, 1840, G.J. 10 Deoc. 1840. :
5 C.A. 29 Jan. 1840, Z2,A, 20 Jan, 1840.
6 Ware Afn, 14 March 1839, Correspondence. Ibid 28 Jan, 184¢f
Correspondence., G.J.26 Harch 1842, lLegislative Council.
7 Z.A. 3 Moy 1839. Correspondence, C.A,18 May 1839. Editor.
There was also a serious outbreak of horsesickness in the
first months of 1839, (G.G. 22 March 1839),
8 C.A. 16 March 1839, Editor.
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hardly affected the coloreds (their main diet being fish and {

rice), it led to an increase in the price of bread and so in i

the cost of living throughout Cape Colonj% The shortage cf-i@
grain was alst detrimental to trade interests, as it affectedf
the supply and price of prqvisions on which the:ships_calling;
at the Cape wer e dependepia Eg% relieve the shortage, the
Colony = usually boasifng a surplus of grain - was forced to 4
import from abroad; the 26,288 miids of wheat and 22,000 muidi
of £lour imported in 1839 to the value of £50,000 were not ob:l
tained withbﬁt‘somefhindranée, as in Furope the harvest had |
also been inmfficient? _ ,
When in 1839 ploughing and sowing began for the new

wheat crop, the number of ploughs used was only half to that;g

to almost two-thirds lesst Due to the lack of farm-hands,

Whléhwbccurred invSeptember§ Whereas the harvest og 1837 .
had totalled 47,955 muide, and that of 1839 26,875, the ygra
vest completed in 1840 sénk to 15,434 muids® A meeting of
Stellenboseh farmers on 22nd January 1840 blamed the labor

deficiency for the failure; as there existed some doubt whe- ;

ther the government was fully aware of the real cause of the |

drop in the wheat harvest; the farmers demanded a government .

inquiry into the ecmparati%e amount of laborers working beforéﬂ
and after emancipation? An unofficial return from Paarl, .i
taken from statements by 39 farmers, showed that these recuire-.
ed two to six times the aﬁount of laborers and servants they

C.A. 29 Jan. 1839, Editor.
Meditator 26 Marech 1839, Hditor. .
C.A. 12 Feb. 1840. Legislative Council. Ware Affod 21 March

1839, Begislative Council. LT
Z.A, 2§ Jan, « 7 Feb, 1840. Correspondence,
Ware Afn.28 Jan, 1840. Z2.4.24 Jan. - 7 Feb, 1840. Corres-
pondence. S _
C.A.22 Jan. 1840. Editor. ;
C.A. 9 April 1842, COrrespondencé;~ .
Z.A. 31 Jan, 1840, ¥emorial. )
From a statement by the non-official member, Mr,.Cloete, m
the reasons for the lmd harvest, the colonists believed
that the Coucll -ddid mt recognise thelr difflcult“iesg. %r-‘ﬁ
Cloete was-fiorcedrto: publﬁ%ﬁ%a clarﬁficatlon“ofﬁhis”
in face ofaths’ indiﬁgnﬁ’ti bEY o -tife pabiie. "ol i 221“.78.1:1*
18405 rMaréﬁﬁﬁnall Febmhl4a0, oy
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2 ‘
bor deficlency. _ e
While someé of the farmers in the western districte were |

considering leaving the Colony, as the inhabitants in the

east were doingrin such large numbers, agriculture in the fro{A
-tier districts also suffered from the unwillingness of the
past apprentices to follow their former pursuits. The Eaaterfz
Provinse had not been as dependent on slave labor as the West;éi
ern; but the progressive sheepfarmers there found diffioulty
in obtaining sabstitutes for the skilled shearerg. Thevpfe--t
sence bf Hottentots and Kaffirs helped alleviate the situatioﬁg‘
but the restlessness amonghthe western coloreds after 1838 a 3?
their demand for higher wages had spread to the east by 1840,{;
ard led to insecurity in lavor relations there until 1842? iJi?
being necessary to allow willing soldiers to help with the :
havest on the front%gr in i840§ By 1842, the western areas
had been able to achieve some stability already, as the past
slaves again took to farm-work, and a good crop of 51_,'801?5
muids in 1841 led the harvests back to their former hevel.
In their distress, the farmers had turned to various ex»l%
pedients to obtain labor. These had ranged from local measur{ﬁ
es such as drawing on the inhabitants at the missionary ineti-%
tutiong'te proposals for immigrants from Engiand? ‘The govern;f
ment officials, while recognising that the farmers!' complaint‘i
regarding labor was justified, were not prepared to act in :
their favor. The Legislative Colincil itself 1ooked‘up0n immi-f
gration asg the only remedy, but waited for the colonists to

i For return vide Z.A. ¥ F6b. RGP [
2 The desirs to trek was not an uncommon idea among the farmer
in the west. Ware Afn. 31 Jan. 1839. 2.4,23 Aug. 1839. W
Ibid 27 March 1840. , :
3 Ware Afn. 3 March 1840. G.J.18 Fedb, 1841, 1Ibid 10 JUne»184;
Theal maintains tat progregs in sheepfarming was an effec§
of emancipation as, according to hiy more farmers turned t(§
sheepfarming, whieh needs less constant labor than crop - §
f.rming. This statement cannot be upheld: cheep were al-
ready proving profitable and of great promise in the early |
thirties, and when the experienced apprentices left, the -
sheep farmers were at a diszdvantage for some time because
of the lack of able workers knowing how to handle ths wool}
with the skill it demands.



/’“\or not). A study of Blue Books, letterc and edi torials afterg

make‘thé firet concrete proposal in this.direction, as 1ndica?
tion of their sincerity, znd also because the colonial treaséi
ury could not finamse such an undertakingl But the enthusias?
of the inhabitants could not make up for their habdbitual inace-

o g

tivity end general poverty, whioch, besides, resulted in their
offering wage rat es which the govermment believed were too lo
to draw immigrants. -

On the question of the rate of wages in the Colony there:
existed some doudbt and a variety of opinions., 4n attack in

T .

Ootober 184120n their insufficlency and the bed quality of th¢
food} formulated one belief prevalent after emansipation -
that the farmerps themselves were the couse of the want of la-f

borers by not treating their men vell enough to attract the

necepsary labors Others, particulnrly the agriculturists, “
compiained that since 1838 the wages demanded were exorbitant*”
especially in comparison with England where laborers received
11/- a veek,\or even compared to the salaries of the local

govermment clerks earning £40 to £80 per anmm§ Before free- §
dom, the free laborer hod rated 94 to 1/6 a dayv(the differ-
enoe~dependfng on the distriot in which he worked, the tﬁpe

of lahor executed and whether board and lodging was included

1838, however, shows that, in spite of the assertions of the f

farmera, there is no evidence that the rate had risen, exocept:

T C,.T.Mall 17 April 1841. G.J. 1 July 1841, Correspondcnce.’
G.J. 31 March 1842, Editor.

G.J. 24 Dec. 1840.

C.A. © April 1842, Correspondence.

Z2.A, 24 Jan, 1840. Correspondence.

Vide infra section on immigration.

¥are Afn. 21 Maroh 1839, legislative Council, 2.A., 21 Feb. ]
21 Fed, 1840. Anmwver to petition. C.A. 12 Fedb, 1840. -
This attack by Thomas lawton at a missionary meeting began .
& neational debate on wages, C. T.Hail 16 Oot. 1841, (
C.A. 29 Jan, 1840. Vare Afa, 21 March 1839. lLegislative |
Council: Attorney- general. .
Meditator 26 March 1839, Editor. Z.A.24 Jan.1840.

geg. 1 April 1841, Editor, C.A. 9 April 1842, Corrospon-y

¢.J. 16 June’ 1836, 1ish factory ocommission report. :
Approx. 2/8 to 6/= o day. G.J. 9 June 1840. COrrespondenco.
Also reports of Slavo regiatry offices. ”

7 C.A.26 Koy 1833, Almapacs 1832, Albany.
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. 1
dinary laborer even 2/- a day was a rare wage.. BEERRRRRRY

Perhaps the ciroumstances in which the farmers found tha f}

.~gelves caused the wages to be excessive in their eyes. -A}x ﬂi
harvest and sheepsshearing time wages had always been higher { 
1/6 to 3/« a day besides food and wine, but whereas formerly -
few extra laborers had been needed to supplement the farmpr's:ﬂ
own slaves, now suddenly all lebor had to be so paid, with a i
conseguent rise in farm expenditure. The quality of the workiié
was poor, and the employer ever feared that the workers would‘f
leave before the task had been completed. The farmers reaen-l?
ted that the weges earned were almost pufeprofit, as thp polo)?
ed laborers paid steady rent but rarely, and were mostly fed .
by the employer, who in many caseé aleo fgd the laborer's famp%;
ily, elthough the food given might be coarse and plain, as the;
poorer farmers had no better themselveS, The Cape farmers :
were frugal. They saw no reason why_the past apprent;ces
should not ;; forced té economize, or receive anything but a
small margin over neceeaitﬁi It was known that the polo;eés
only worked when they;no longer had money:on which to live in
_"idlengag; therefore,‘h high wage did not ensure a constant
source of labor, whiéh to the farmer, a lower wage might well
do.

After 1838, then, it was only the artizan gnd domestie. -
servant who earned more in comparison to pre-1838 wages. The
rise in the rate of the latter - in Cape Town a servant could

earn up to 60/- a month plus board and lodging - was the Bnly-g

instance where séarcity forced up the wage of a laboring groupi
On the lend, averaée rates remained the same, but we;e'oéen to%
variations in the mode of payment: = me employers gave addi-n\%
tional rations of brandy, c8ffee or tobacco, others paid parﬂyi

in produce, or, in the east, in stock or clothing. i

1 Wage rates deduced from Blue Books 1838, 1831 and 18423 ;
Agriculture; and misoelleneous newspaper articles. ’ |

2 Z.A, 19 April 1839. G.J .18 -June 1840. C.T.Mail 30 Oot.l841

3 Ware Afn. 28 March K839.

4 Ware Afn. 3 March 1840, Ibid 2 Nov 1841. C.A. © April 1842
Daily rations offered by the govermnment to free able-bodied
laborers were in 1843: 13 1b. meat (at léd per 1b. 2 14 1b.
bread (meal was 1% per 1lb.), 2 oz. rice, § oz. sal From

1



A popular bellef among the farmers was that the rats of
wages could be stabllized by a vagranecy law forcing the ¢olo- f
reds to find work under any conditions, which would also pre-. §
vent the stealing from which the less consc‘ient‘:i;-bﬁs-'ﬁﬁémpioyed
found alivh.ng. Complaints of vagrancy ¢id not abate after’
fréedcﬁf.espéciallj'from the'frﬁntier, which was open to 100t~ﬁ
iné by'fhéﬂxaffirsg but Ordinance 50 was still in fofce, anazlf
Dr, Philip on his guard to stop any resenslavement of the co- ;

, o 2 , 3
lored peoples by such a meanss The governor could see no wayj

of introduscing a solution which wounld s&iisfy the eoicnists‘ 4
on this subjeet of "extreme delicacy and diffiznity" 'nbtfﬁnly§
because of Ordinance 50, but the nature of the country and
sparsity and modes of living of all members of the population,j
wvere against an efficient and fa;i‘applicatinn of sgch‘é 1éw; {

Napier hoped that thé'uasiersandaservant bill which was m<
under consideration from 1839 to 1843 would help regulate 1a~;€
bor relations: Judging by the few demands from the colonists?
before freedom; there had beén little realisation that §ach.a.§

law would be needed after 1838, and the governor himself only g

emanéipﬁtiéﬁﬁ By that time it had become apparent what un«
certainties needed remedy = regulations against entiecing a%ayf
another's servants; what punishments ¢ould be meted out for
striking work, how could contracts be effectively drawn up

and put into practice when the contracting parties were at "li
cuch a distante from the local authorities. Clarily was heedj
ed on these and othef#points brought about by the new relatioif
ship in which employers and employees found themsetves: -

“G.G, 15 Dec . 18455 prices from G.d. 8 Déc. 1840,

1 ¢.J. 18 April 1839. Ware Afn. 19 Sept. 1839, Editor. ‘
Ibid 19 May 1840. (From Hantam)., Z.A. 31 Jan.1840, Hem- &
orial. Ibid 26 Dec. 1843. (From Worcestar) G.J. 6 June}
1839, Memorial from Uitenhage. Ibid 6 April 1841. (From §
" Iower Koonap). o

2 ZoA: 30 Aug. 1839. Philip to Sturge.
3 CsAs 13 July 1839, Legislative Council: Govenncr.<
4 Z.A, 26 July 1839. Legislative Council,
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The draft introduced by the governor was based on the @

Order~-in=Council of September 1838, promulgated to settle cBn-
, L
ditions in three of the West Indies and in Meuritius. Cape

Colony was allowed ‘to draw up its own law to regulate labor.,.
relations (subject to the Queen's ratification); and the color
-4sts were allowed to volce their opinions 6n the subject, at |

Wapier's invitation. As the debates prooeeded;‘the few peti- ;

tions and letters thereon indicated that the {nhabi tants were |
vary as to whether the law would not merely aggravate existing
conditions in favor of the coloreds, although their main erit.
ism was at the unnecessary distinction made between black and.

2
white employees. Vhen the proposed ordinzance was dispatched

3

to the Secretary of State in January 1840, this defect had

besn remédied, and alw several changes made lengthening the %
periods of contract.in fi vor of the employer. Russell's con- |
ments on the draft were received a year later, and were 1imi-

ted to the censure of this length of contracts, which heﬂre-

garded as detrimental especially to the late slaves.d The '

}z
!

Legisldtive Council having hurriedly altered the offendiné

clauses, .the draft took its final form in March 1841.° .

government, the prdinance repealed almost all previous lawh-»f

. [/ah contracts, including Ordinance 50. Its most important~§ti%

these were to hold good for one month, if specified, they.

could not pe made for:longer than one year whether oral or- -
written, but the latter could reach to three yea s if made beé
fore a magistrate. To safeguard the past slaves against‘abuaé
they were subjeot to special conditions, oral contracts in |

their ¢ase being limited to a maximm of three months, and

1 Ware Afn: 18 July 1839, Legislative CounciliGovermor.
2 Z,A., 23 Aug. 1839. Ibid 6 Sept, 1839. G.J. 21 May 1840, §
Ware Afn. 10 Aung. 1839. legislative Council. ;
3 C.T.Maill 6 March 1841, Legislative Council.
4 C.T.Mail 6 March 1841, JTegislative Council, for Russell's
objectionsa,
5 Ordinanog 1 of 1841.. G.G. 5 March 1841.
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written contraots to one year; these advantages were to last %
for them until l1st January 1849, No way of indentifying &
past slave was suggested.

The Ordinsnce had incorporated Ordinance 3 of 1838, on
the apprenticeship of children. Great care was taken to hin-
der their illegal apprenticeship, and the protection of_theirj
interests wvas put in the hands of the magistrates, to an ex-
tent remthiscent of the duties of the slave Protectors. The
maglstrates also settled wage disputes and arguments between
master and servant if such involved a sum under £20 or a term
of service of one year and underj; matters above these limits
came before the Supreme and Circuit courts. |

The manner in which wages were to be paid was laid down;{
colored servants were to reoceive board and lodging in additio£
unless specified otherwise, and with the master's consent 4
their families might live with them, although such would not
automatically glve the employer the right to demand ths ser- !
vices of the femily. Other sections regulated the course to
be adopted on the death or the marriage of employer or emp¥oys
the treatment of the employee if he were temporarily incapacs:
itated while in service, and how far the servant nesd follow f
the master should the latter move his place of abode or under{
take a journey, Regulationa were laid down regarding testi. -
monials, and no intimidation of master or servant was allowved
regarding working conditions for any purpose whatsoever.,
Speoific p&#iahmenta were also emumerated for breaking any of
the olauses incorporated in the ordinance.

Ap an influence of ths past, registration of bdirths and
deaths in employees' families was still to be made in the ru-
ral parts to the fipld-cornets; as an acknowledgement of the |
future, masters and servants were allowed to decide amongst
themselves detalls of hours of work, wage-rates and other
conditions.

Fulfilling an immediate need, the Ordinancc was publisher

at once, and had to be retracted, as the judges considered




re-gubmission to the Queen essential, since the new 1aw-pu11if
fied Ordinance 50% It was only confirmed in August 1842,..

and bedame law on 16 Deceriber 6f that year, until S;ét July. {
1844@2 It was then extended with the Crown'!s consent t¢ 30th~:
June 1846? and oniy then allowed by Order~ine-Council fo re-

main in forece until the Cape government shbuld consider it

necessary to withdraw it4
The Masters and servants Ordinance had been urgently re;f
quired by the Colonmy after 1838; but its value was seriously :
impaired by the tardiness with which it came into force, as -
labor relations were stabilizing themselves of their own acaAf
cord by 1842. Even after it came into effect, masters com
plained that they did not have enough check over their éﬁh_:
ployees, The Ordinance did little more than co-ordinmte exisy
%iﬂgxéoﬂdiﬁiﬁﬁéi it left the major complaints of the fgrmers.;
< the rate of wages, vagranty, the obtaining of suffiéient
1é%or = without solution, :It did, however, give equal bppbr;%
tunity and treatment to black and whi%é.alike; if it'had not :
done s0, Pritain would have found less favor with i%; but
within its wide séope, differentiation was 3t111 possible. .
_Beéause of its maderate end unpresumptuous character, it'was 1
flexible entugh to cover © nditions in the Cape and Soﬁfh C
Afrlca from that time onwardy and became the basis of labor
relatibns and laws until the presant day. Beside the change

in the life of the slaves themselves, it wes the most long-

lived effect of emancipation.

.i
;
j
f

i

1 GﬁG 39 Ma*ch“1841i Because of tho urgency & ich demanded |
that the Ordinance come into effect as asoon as possible,
précedence was overrtied in the Tegislative Courcll at it
final reading, and only the' offending élauses considered,
instead of the whole Ordinance, "as was custom, {C.T. '
Mail 6 Marcéh 1841).

2 6.G., 16 Dec. 1842, LI

3 Ibid 11 April 1845. '

4 It was first reissued in 1856, when ite regulations became

- stricter towards employees. |
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CHAPTER X

DMMIGHATICT AWD 970  PRIZE  WiCLk(OES

When by 1840 the demand for labor uwd not yet ceased, the
colonists turned to immigration as @ means of providing then
with farm-hands and servants. Immigration became tﬁe leading
question at the Cgpe from 1840 - 1842% Conditions were part-
icularly favorable at the time for suceh an undertaking., Dise

satisfaction among the badly paid workers in the crowded towns

in Britain had leﬂ to emigration to the coloni¢s under sche-
mes which huzud become organised during the pust ten yeéars, and
which were of marked benefit in alleviating the mother countrj
of her population while providing setitlers for the colonies,
the emigrants beihg able to prosper to a degree which would -
not have been possible for them in the nomeland., In 1831 the
government had appointed commissiqnersvto provide information-
to emigrants on conditions abro&d? privately, societies, news-
p.oere and companies were established to foster the movement, .
Added impetus was given in 184C when the'ﬁakefield system of
colonization wasg devised‘ie. the cheap metiiod of subsidizing
emigration with mouney raised from thue selling of colonial :
crown land. - .
The Cape had never received her fair share of attention
in these activities§ Her reputation in Britain still suffere
ed from exaggerated reports Ly travellers and from anti-sia-
ver) agitation of previous yearsé &nd‘the voyage to the Cape
was comparatively expensive for any would-be emigr@nt.5since
trhe 1870 settlers, Cave Colony had only received an average

of 219 immigrants annually? in gpite of demands for nore

1 It even took preference over frontier affairs in the Gra-
hamstown Journal, 1841.1842., TFrom 1838-1843 letters and
schemes for it filied the papers. .

ZeA. 24 Feb, 1832. The Cape Colony was asked by them to .
send detuils on the prospects for future immigr=nts. '

3 Z.A, £8 June 184%Z, ILetter from "Fmigration Gazette".

In the report of the Iand and emigration board in London
Cape Colony was allotted only 11 lines (Ware Afn. 20 o

fav]




from the pursely powuluted eastern -districtslund suggestionsl

from private individuals believing in its beunefits to the ColI
2
ony. ' ST

The only immigrants who hod come to the Cape in the 1839, :
in substantial numbers and under an organized écheme, were th
Juvenile Emigrants, sent out be the Children's Friend Societya"
est&bliéhed in Ingland in 1330 to previde homes for deétitute_»-
children. Turning ite attention in 1837 wholly to the C&pew«a“
witere 1t was represeated Uy a sub-committee and guardians of 4'
the chitdren's in;erests, the Society had by September 1839
sent out 7950 children of an average age of 14 years, to be
apprenticed in the usual wéy as in Burope for some six years .,
to colonial mesters, who taught them a trade and saw to s 1
theif education. The inhabitants welcomed this form of immia~
grant, for thelir entry in small batches made assimilation eas)
and their youth made them tractable and let them readily ddép1
themselves to conditions in their neu country. Ioreover, the; !
were cheap - masters had to pay a premium of £7 to &£9 for the
L 3
indenture.

Unfortuﬁately, growing criticism in the 18308 of the ape-,
prenticeship system in England, where it was abused by 1wist
and Copperfield practicesg and the suspicion which existed - .
there of conditiong in former slave-owning colonies, particue-
larly tine Cupe, forced the juvenile emigrant scheume to be . .
abandoned in 1839, Although a commission in 1840 oleared the
Colonyfﬁ rgpuﬁation of any charges_of"white.slavely“4 the pre.
judice in Ingland against the Cupe forbud any further immigra-
tion of this sortq The only type of youthful immigrant which

the British governument was ready to allow, wws the juvenile ,pl
_ P

1 Z2.A, 30 Sept. 1831. Heeting in Albany. C.sts 11 April 18322
lieeting in Ultenhauge. ‘ —

e CGode 14 Hov, 1833. Z+A. 16 May 1834. Ao 3 Teb, 1838 «
for offers to bring immigrants from En@l&nd and the Fast.,

3 C.A. 15 HMay 1833. Ibid 17 May 1837, The Commercial Adver-
tiger gave regular notif:cation of their arrival. B
CGaG. 27 &ept 1839, _ ) -
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delincuent, and she was preparing in 1841 to put this plan in
1

motion; but it cume to nothing due to the violent antagonism"h-
.

of the colonistls against the inirecduction of this type of im- I
migrant likely to exert a detrimental influence upon the com- £
munit*% in spite 6f their ecagerness for juvenile emigrants,

the inh&bitants wholeheartedly refused these; considering the =

severity of the penal laws in Britain at the time, it is pro- '

bable that their fears were groundless, and that this arrange.i
ment might have proved to be to their liking. : : Fr

As the introduction of children was forbidden them, the
Cape colonists had two other sources of immigrants to which
they could turn: adult laborers from England and the Continen:
or negroes from Asia and Africa, including Kaffirs beyond the '
frontier. Wegro labor was being tapped by the other colonies
who had owned slaves in the past; by 1838 Mauritius, sho had
been importing Indian Hill Coolies in anticipation of the la-
bor deficiency licely to arise.aith freedomfajoined the VWest:
Indies in obtaining free negroes from Sierra Leone and St.
Helena, tovwhich wore brought negroes captured by British
ships from foreign slavers. These schemes were finzsnced from '
colonial revenue, |

The Cape'colonists felt that the lLegislative Council
should make money available to enable them to obtain eilther
negroes or Buropeans; financing by the British Treasury was o
obviously not possible. Put the colonial revenue was insuf-
Ticlent, and it was doubtful whether- the sdale of crown lands
wonld yield any substantial sums. Theré was one opinion pre-
valent at the Cape whiech was against immigration, believing
it might'lead to aYswamping" of labor, with a consecuent drop

!
in wages as black and white competed, and perhaps an increase !

1 The memorials against it included one from the Cayc Town "
wardmasters, and another from the ministers of wvarious
churches. The Legislative Council war also apposed to the
plan. C.A, 18 June, 6 July and 27 July 1842. 7Z.A, 24th ¢
June 1842, C.T.HMail 18 Inlv 1842, - -
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of vagrangy aé a result. Unlike the juvenile apprentices, if.
the labofers introduced-g&me froa FBurope, it was possible that |
thay would be of the wrong type, zad find it difficult to i
adapt themselves to the Tutcu langusge and the isolated living
o nditions in the colouy. If negroeé were introduced after
expensive competition witn the West Indies, it would iive Bri.
tain reason to interfere to prevent what she might look upon
as a new form of slavery, and the eastern dictricts particular .
ly believed that tuere were already enough colored races in iy |
Colony without oringing in more% But the objeections were
overruled by an overwﬁelming opinion in favor of immigrants
of any scrt, especiually with so many colonists leawxing the
country on trek. The Cape was open to progress. both in v |t
trade and agriculture, anda for this a better cuality of la-
borer was necessary, with interest in his own and in his mase .
ter's advanceunent, uanlike such colored labor a@s was available
Land was cheap, and in 1840 the Cape agaln offered food at |
prices lower than in England; i1ts usual abundance would be
added to with a grester amount of working hands, and increas- .
ed consumption meant more money in circulation. Competition
would only»raise the cuality of work and the rate of wages, g
and the develooments proposed in the early forties in the ,
educational and municipal fields allowed European immigrants
to feel at ease?z e
The Cape Agricultural BSociety made the first and unsuce.
ceessful attempts ot the beginning of 1839 to obtain negroes
2
Trom kozambigue and Hadagasca£; immigration from England was
congidered more desireable, preferably on the Wakefield sy s=-
tem, which was warmly advocated by the colonists. As a re; '
sult ofva meeting of lst July 1840, its adherénts addressed

'a petition to the Secretary of State, asking that the Wake- 7.

1 G.J. 4 April 1839, Editor. Tbhid 25 April 1839, C.A,
22 July 1840. C.T.Mall 2 April 1842, Iegisloative Counw.
cil: Attorney-general. '

2 C.A. 20 April 1842. Corresponderce. C.T.Mail 18 Tulv 184 ' ..

|
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field principle be applisd to Cape Colony. The petition suge

gested that, to sceure a free passage to prospective immigrang J.?
£12,060 from the colonial revenue be used foi ihe purposesy - i i
the £12,000 being derived tot only from the sale of the large :
amount of waste land, but from all gbvérnment inceome obtained i

. . . _ 1
from the land - quitrents, hire of land and forest use. An

‘independent petition w-.tn similar proposals was drawn up by ;

the eastern districts, 3 P
The governor, who was asked to transmit both these to '

England with his remarks thereon, openly believed that the

suggestions were impossible of fulfilment. Although 5 mil-

lion acres of waste land were available for the projeet,

they had been incorrectly surveyed, and good patches of land I

were intercpersed with arid areas. The colonial treasury,

with barely enough for routine governmenf activities, would T
not stand the sirain of £12,00¢, a sum which could not be
procured by selling land at the current 5/- per 100 acres, |
or from cuitrent, for which sixpence per 100 acres was only
extorted from the farmers with difficulty. Improvements on
‘public works were, in Wapier's opinion, more urgently needed

.than immigrants licble to find living conditions at the Cape

2

not to their liking.

Although Napier's views on the subject were known, the '
colonists eagerly sent the two petitions around the whole
colony for signature, claiming Fritain could hardly refuse
an urgent request coming from all the inhabitantsﬁn»while"
awaiting a favorable reply, other measurés were enthusiase
- tically entered on at the Cape. Almanacs, advertismmonts

and urticles in newspapers catered for, and supplied infore

m.tion to, British emigrants who might be preparing to tra-

C.A. 4 July 1840.

Z+.A, 26 June 1840. '

Zene 7 Aug, 184C. Iegislative Council: Govean~r. Also
. C.T1,0jall 16 Oct. 1841. Napier on memorial. '
4 C.AL 22 and 25 Tulw 1R4n. .7, 997 ine 104N L
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1
vel to the Cupe. 4 lodge for them was set up in Yort Flizue

i~

£
beth, und the Londen :ond westminster Dank declared itself

w1lling 1o grunt letters of er:dlt to emigrsnts to the Colo-

P

ny. This lutter was indicative of the supyort piven by Brie

tish Interests, who had not been idle: the South African

A
-4
Land Compuny and the Cupe of Good Hope Ioan Tmigrution soc-

£

J . .
iety were get up for the purpose of fostering emigration to

the Cape, and although propagande from the Cape itself w.s

B0 weak as to scarcely warrant the notice token of it by the
British organisations, efforts in Ingland on behalf of the
Colony were succescful cnough to nave brought about the arri.
val of three emigrant ships by February 1841F

These promising beginnings received a severe cheek by
Rugsell!'s reply to the two memériuls, received at the Cupe
in Septémber 1841. Twven a deyutation of the Cape Trade Joce
ietéyhad been unable to make Fussell alter his views, which
were bazed on Napier's disparaging report accompanying the
setitions., The Secretary endorsed lHapier's opinion that,
although commendable, @migration to the Cupe was too expen-
sive to allow its being Tinanced by the colonial treasurys
go completely discouraging the ﬁigh hopes of the colonistis.

Having “called for labor, which ig their bread, thuey

got, not & gtone, but a sermon 2titched with
red fupe®, ©
Hoth by the public znd in the Legislative Council, the gov-
ernor wan attacked for betruying the interests of the inhabi.
tunts in so unsympathetic a report. ﬁcglcul&ted<to do more
than had been done to it by any
C

Governor who had precefded him in off:ce¥,

micghief to the Colony,

The demand for

¢ representative asscubly begame strong. Napier's ju-mtifica.

fed tre printing of purliamentary deb.ote

1 The enthmslaom was
und accoounts of emigration to other col-

es on emlgration
enies. .
2 Almznaecs 1841. p.409%,
3 Ceds 31 Dec. 1340, The Liverpool Dank followed gsuit in
1843 (C.T.Mall 11 Feb, 1843, Bank report).
C.A. B0 SBept. 1840. LA, 18 lay 1841,
C.7,HMail 5 June 1841, ' '
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ticn that he did not consider as convincing the mere 100C and
260 signatures collected in support of the western und ecast-
eern petitions respectively, could not ,ersvade the unoffic- {75
ial members of théfLegislative Council thot immigretion was

not worth the cost it wonld ent&il.:LTwice in 1843, three of |
the unofficial members attemted to swaylthe Coneil in favor

of allowing £1,200 to be set aside in the 13843 estimates as

a small start to financing immigration from Pritain. When

the proposal was rg;ected, Hessrs, Ebden and Dreda dissented

from the estim&teg?

The Legislative Council was not averse to organising im-

migration if such did not mean financing it, and it looked

to the colonists for constructive suggestions, These‘had now
turned to privately-financed schemes to provide large-scale
immigration. Realising that the importation of laborers
from Asia or from beyond the frontier might lead to intervene-
tion bvaritain? they yet hoped to encourage emigrants from
England and also from Germany.4 In the western districts the
popularity of the juvenile emigrants still lingered in the
minds of the masters, and a proposal was put forward -in 1842
to bring negro children from St. Helena? followed by another z
in March 1843, when the Agricultural Society approached theA o\
govennor with an inexpensive prm ject for bringing out chil~
dren of poor English femilies, WNapier could mot visualize

the practical application of either plan and was therefore
~forced to reject themq |

Individual attempts on a small scale were still tried

to bring in laborers, and were in some cases successfull

9 Z.A. 22 Aug. 1842, Trom "Colonial Cazette",

10 Z.A., 16 Hov. 1841. Public meeting in Grahamstown on Wa-
pier's report. TFor opinions against the governor, vide
Z.A, 7 Wov, 1841. CoT.Hall 26 Jarch 1842, Agricultural
soclety meeting. .

Z.ﬁ, 18 and R3 ¥Nov. 1841. Iegislative Council, CeTloliail
2 Apr.l 1847, ILegislative Council: Fesolutions.

C.T.Mail 1 and 22 July 1843. Legislative Council. ! :

c.T Jlail 27 Hov. 1841, : e
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Organization from England had also resulted in the irrcgular

departures of emigrant ships for the Cupe, carrying from 50
to 100 pzssengers sach. Three of these 2rrived during 1845, "

_ . 1
and at lsast six in 1845

but =s with the private pro,j.ect@,-w
these operations lo=t in value due to the unsuitability of th
immigrants thut were brought out. Instead of being the labor.
ers and domestics“thé Colony wanted, they we e dischurged

[

soldiers or people with no definite tradef‘ By the end of 184

the enthusiasm at the Cape for Turopean lebor wes dwindling '

w

after sueh unfavorable occumences, and it was not possible

to foresee that in the next years suitable immigrants in suf-
ficiently large mumbers would be arriving under government
superviéion, as the people had wanted. Moreover, the colon-
ists had directed their energies to obtaining labor from an-
other and more fruitful source: the prixe negroes captured by

British ships from the Portuguese slavers.

The possibilities of importation of colored labor from
abroad (on the lines followed by the other Qolonies taking
laborers from Indie and Sierra Leone) had already been realise
ed in 1838, when a petition had been sent to the Secretary of

State for permission to introduce free negroes from Sierra

ieone and the surrounding coasts, in view of the coming emaneicl
pation and the probable deficimncy of labor that would reaulg.

- It was imposisible for the govermment to agree to this recuest |
and to a similar one put forward in 1835% for in Fngland the .
.feérs of Cape leanings towards slavery h:d not yet died down,
and the whole system of shipping even free negroes from one
colony to another was coming under the strong reproof of the
AAboliﬁionists. Thei: szrdour was rokindled by ﬁhe belief that. {

the slave trade hud wt lessened, in spite of Britaints effortis

1 Iigures on immigrants and ships deduced from CG.J. 13 Cct.:
1842 ~ 28 Dec. 1843, and C,T.Fall 24 Sept. 1842 - 2 Sept.
1843, This number of sghips cannot be looked on as defimite |
«J. 13 Oct. 1842. 1Ibid 24 Wov. 184°. 1Ibid 6 Jan. 1B43. —
A e
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in that direction., Any government concession to import ne-
groes to the Cape would hive been met by an outery from thelr |
side. | : H'
By the 1837 treaty with lortugal, Brita.n had the right
to confiscate =wny of these slavers her shi.psg were avle to
capture; and the freed negroes from these operatidns had in
the past been sent 26 Sierra Leone and lutely to St.Helena, o
but in 1839 the Cape became partaker in this allotment, when
in December some 720 negroes were unexpectedly brought to the U:
Colony, where no -arrangements exicted for their arrival. Af-
ter some preliminury mismanagement, thelr distribution was
allocated to the Collector of Customs, under whose custody
had fallen the appoftionment of the prize negroes captured |
since the abolition of the slave trade in 1807} Fegulations
were drawn up for their treatment: males over 17 and females h
over 15 yearz of age were to be indentured for one year,
children under these ages until they were 18 and 16 yesrs res!
pectively. Their training was to include educational and re-
ligious instruction, and for obtaining their services, master

were to pay & £1, This last had to be retracted as it might

be congsidered a form of slavery.
The arrival of these negroes had been most timely for o
the colonists., The one year'!s apprenticeship was too short

to allow them to become accustomed to the colony oompletely
before freedom, particulsrly as they did not understund the |

Vo
[

language, and the masters. were not ensured of the continuatio.

of their services once the twelvémonths weie over; but the
3
prize negroes were generally welcomed, and applications for
A
<

toem outnumbered those available. At first there wére com=~

1 C,A, ©5 Dec. 183¢ - 8 Jan, 1840, On arrival, the negroes
had becn hurriedly distributed by the Simonstown magistra
te, but as they carried small-pox, it was necessary to re
call them and redistribute them after a medicnl exsmina-
tion. (G.G. 10 Jan. and 14 Feb. 1840),

£ Tor terms of apprenticeship, vide GG, 3 Jam., 1840.

3 C.Tl.Mail 27 ¥arch 1841. Agricultural Society meeting. C.A
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plaints of unfair distribution, but criticism dwindled to re-

gret that there were too Tev of tiew 1o successfully solve
the labor shortage, andéd agitation consequently continued for. '
immigrsnts from England., It was stirongly held, however, that
thic type of immigrant was prefesszhble to thzt coming from
urope, for where the latter r nigtt offer a higher quality of
leber and bring cbout a ruisew slendurd of'living, the prize :
negroes were less cxpensive to keep and more tractable to
teaqh, and on becoming free, readily found the:r place with !
ihe colored clagses already present in the Colony.
So welcome was this type of liborer, that when it was
heard at the be glnnlﬁg of 1841 that ¥there wsrec 1,500 negroes
on St.Helenz wnich the island could neither uge nor support, P
representations were immediately mude to the governor to se-
cure them for the Cape, against competition from Mauritius .
and the VWegt Indies.l Asg Napier could not act in the matter
without instructions from the British govermment, he advised
the colonists to approzch directly the Collector of Customs
at Ot Helena.2 The Collector tuere having received orders
from Eogland that the negroes were to be sent to any colony
willing and able to pay for their transportation}sthey began !
to arrive at the Cape from larch 1842 onwards, and by the mid- %
dle of the yeur, some 1y260 had Yeen distributea in the cole !
ony'.4 This number excluded 148 prize negroes brought to the T,
Cape in Novembexr 1841 on the initistive of the governor, who-
. hed negotiated with Hear Admiral Hing -~ in charge ofvthg dige
tribut;on of prize negroes destined for Rio de Janeiro - for

e sending of more of these fuvored immgrants to the C&p@

Ware Afn. 30 Morch 1841. Femorial.

Ibid 30 ¥arch and 6 April 1841. !

ZeA, 1% and £4 Dec. 1841, :

Zede 20 limv 1842 Wo definite date 1g given as to when the
lagt group of nPgmoes came from ut.“oleﬂa. presumably 1t
was in Hay 1842, when one of the ships bringing them to
the Cape was wrecked, and tThe £6000 allottied to this
schome kad been used up.

Ware Afn. 16 Nov. 1841, Cifay 1 Dec. 1841,
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The obtainment of negroes from St. Helens vasg of short
duraticn, but prize negreoes from slavers captured by Britain
. 43 = h 4 1 .

Jere gtlll brought to the Cape. These negroes came mainly

from the RBast coast ¢of Africa, and to tne mixed coloreds in

N .
the western Cape were added a vure colored race with features

resembling those o? the hosa, who were rarely to be found in
the westerly areae; The negroes and tue Zosa were uninten;
tionaliy kept separate, the former not reaching the frontier
districts. The inhabitanis of the Eastern Province hoped for
English immigrants rather than add to the dark races with
5

whom they already had to cope? ané the authorities preferred
to apprentice the prize negroes to masters living in areas
where control was easier than in the east.3 The Collector of
Custom§, working in harmony with the local magistrates, kept

a strict check that the negroes were not apprenticed for long-

er than the stipulated period, after they had been cerefully. ..
4

distributed among the many applicants for their services. Tht
prize negroes were to be found both in the service of the
government, and in the service of masters in town and on the
land,_in various capaeities;sbut their usefulnass Was somee
what lessened by an Order-in«Council of January 1843, by
which only adulte over 21 were allowed to do farm work, and
then only for one year.6

Their good treatment was reciprocated with few cases of

. " .
crime apart from desertion; they were given schooling either .

at the discretion of the maéter or in the negrdgchool at Pa~
pendo?p,sand religious instruction sometimes led to conver-
sions to Christianitg. It was asserted that their behaviopr
was sdtisfactory once they became free%oas they readily as-
sociaied themselves with the colo:ed class who were becoming

accustomed to the new relationship with their employers.

colonists in turn collected to refund these sureties
should it be necessary. (2.4, 21 and 24 Dec, 18413 C.T,.
Mail 1 July 1843. ILegislative Council)..

1 ¥Yotice of ihe dates of the expiration of the terms of 47 oj
ther occur =z2s late as G.G, 9 Marck 1854, -

2 G.J, 27 Jan., 1842, Editor. Ibid 2 Feb. 1843, Iditor.

3 C.T.Mail 12 Feb., 1842, .

4 Vide frequent notices of expirations in Govermmenti Gazette

e ——— e e
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5 eg. 'in tue Police depzrmtent,

G.G0 21 July 1843, Order-in-Counzil of
C.AaVNT April 384N°.-ur1m1nxl seésgsionsg,
of desertion in the loea l nmpg
Blve Books 1%46 P 250,
CuGo’ 19 Hay 18453 . Hotice of bw911~~

[T
16 C.4. 27 April 1840. Crlmlnal sessions.

<o
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Bl g

10 9‘35

Cape Moun (C;C.JO Get. 1340),
on- ¢oasting vessels (C,T.:ail 17 Sept, 1843)

4tn Jan, 1843,
Frequent notices
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CHAPTER XTI »

THE _NEED _FOR .
RECHPSUITATIVE  GOVERIENT | Jo

Wifh the importation of tﬁe negroes, it became evident
that the colonists needed a stronger voice in govermment.

The negroes had only been transported with money temporarily
provided from the Commissariat, under the condition that six
men stand surety for the £4,000 needed for the transportatioy, .
as the governdr wag powerless to authorize such an expendi-
ture from the Treasury without the sanction of Brit&in§ for-
tunately, on hearing that the St.Helena negroes had been ment
to the Cape, Britain allowed the sum to remain as paid by the
Cape treasury, and the sum collected by the colonists to re-
fund the six men, should they be c¢alled upon to pay the £4G00,
could be used to some other end. This was but one uf the in-
stances brought about by emancipation whiech indicated that
Cape Colony was ready to control its own affairs.,.

In %he Wegt Indies, and in‘America, the guestion of
zbolition had political implications; fhe Cape was no excepw-
tion, for since the beginning of the nineteenth century, aboe
lition of slavery h:zd been linked with the acguisition of re-
pfesentative government; In 1803 the Imtch government had
considered giving the colony a repreéentative éssembly if in
exchange‘the slaves would be emancipated; in the ten years
before abolition in 1834, a similar willingness to “barter"1
freedom for representation had heen prevalent among one sec- ‘
tion of fhe population, and had been expressed in the peti-
tions of‘1831. One reason for welocoming abolition, especial-
1y to the British section of the puopulation, was the belief |
that with the removal of inequality between black and white,
no objecéion stood in the way of the Cape attaining a repres- ¥

o
entative assembly?

1 Chase, J.C. Prdctlcal consideratiomon the exacgt posltlon
of the slave guestion. Cape Town, 18313 p.30.
2 C.de 19 Cct. 1831. Ibid 4 Sept. 1833. Z.A, 10 Oct.1834.
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The Legislative Council, which first =at in 1834, inglu~

ded five unofficial members appointed by the governor. Tue

Colony was fortunate to find in these, men who had the welfar ! ;

of the country at heart and who dared to put the colonists?
viewpo;nt in unsinced language. Put their eriticism bed to
gtop shiort at guerying the policy of the British government,l
and w;tﬁ a majority of wvotes ig their favor, the official mem.
bers were liuble to stand ranged zegasinst the v.mofficiza.l.;3 The
only weagon left to the colonists when wanting to bring their ‘
oyinion to the attention of the British government, was the
freguent but ineffectual petitioning; they could also send
letters.to the Council members or to the newspapers on mese
sures before the Council, as the debates were published. o
Thé mode of paying the Compencation money und the course
taken by the government in the east after the raffir war,
sere two strong instances of inconvenience being inflicted
upon a people powerless to infliuence the policy to which they
would be subjeet, znd under whiech they might have to suffer.
Aversion to this prineciple was on¢ motive behind the Trek,
But after the apprentices had been freed in 1838, the occa~

siong grew more numerous when it became obvious th.t some ° ¢

voice must be given to the peosle if the Colony was to pros- i

per - beezuse after freedom, the Legi l:tive Council was faced
with trdublas which demanded immediute solution by men with a
knowledge of local conditions. Inciances included: the need
for vagrancy laws, measures to ensure sufficient labor, &
master and servuant law which could be applied «t once, control :
of eolon&al finence sé that the necessary Turopean immigr.nts
or prize negroes could be sent for 25 the Colony needed,
without ;eference to Britain,

Eoréover, the Colony had ragidly become more ripe for a ;
representstive assewbly. The progress at the Cape during the

18308 had received added impetus by the influx of the large

1 Vare Afu., 26 Moy 1840, Iegilslative Council, C.T.Fuild
£8 Feb, 1843. The Counecil,.

2 C,T,Mail 18 June 184%2. Legislative Council., Ibid 6 - 13
Aug. 184%Z, The Council.,

b
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amounts of momey in 183%, which led to the establisument of
prsgres;ive institutions. The men who directed thes: und
who handléd the Compensation money, cume to ac- uire a cound
knowledge of, und deep interest in, the economics of the
ccuntry, but they had no medium by whieh to direct the use
of the local tuxes aw they might think veszt.

Napier himself recommended in 1841 that the Cupe Colony
be given & representative assemviy. The inhabitants were
gaining e;yerience in representing local i=terest vy acting
on juries; minicipal boards and clurche cuncils, Their wile
lingness fo conduct mutters pertaining to thelr country
was geen in the enthweiasm with whieh they entered into the
establisiment of Jjointestock companies for the general wele
furej their unity, in combat¥%ing the suggested reyeal of
the usury laws in 1839; their readiness for sacrifice, in
the collection of the £6C0 and some £3,50C to pay for the
transport of the negroes the Colony nceded, 'Cépe Colony
had outgrown the legislative Council,

Thislrealis;tion, and the knowledge that the British
govermment was granting reprecentution to her other posses-
cions - C@nada and ﬂe& South wales « led to tiree petitions.
being zddiressed to the queen in 1841% The colonists' hope
of success loy in the emality that exicted between mustoer
and formef slave glnce fraedoﬁ in 1338, The same sense of
suslity had been incorporated in the draft of the Masters
and servuants ordinince, which mzde no distinetion of coler
vetween eﬁployees. Vithout emancipation of the slaves, the
colonists had little chunce of any Tavorable consideration
of their‘request vy the ﬂritish governitent, w o would ncver
allow the Cupe & repregentot.ve assembly under conditions
which made possible oppression of the blacks by the .hites.

]
1 These petitions were:s

By municipal officials. 23 Jjuly 1841. 2.4,30 Jul
1841, € Aug. 1841), 7 (£ g

Zy 2 public meeting. 24 sug. 16
)3184;\ eting 4 aug. 1841,

3.

(C.Tonil 28 Aug.
By people of Albany. Resolutions of meeti | 3
Cct- 1841. (G.J.4 m'ov. 18’11)‘ > ng Of C

Hews ofvrepresentat%on being gr.nted to ather colonies
was. avidly published in the Cape papers,
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Stanley's ansver to the petitions showed that the hone

goverpment woe in

but s yel cengidered 1l too early to grant reprssentation to
a colony scarcely out ol slavery}' Cepression of the coloreds
by the colqpists\ and the 3ifficulty of a francaise suitable
for both grouge, presented two oﬁstucles winich could only be
eliminated by glving tue late slaves more time to raise them-
selves to the came standard of living as the wnite element

of the population; and the Furopearmsin turn, needed time to .
rid themselves of the tendency to lock upon the coloreds as
inferior. The Zritish government reélised, however, it was
only a.matfer of years before reyrescntation would be granted
to the Cape, fhere broing no other serious obstacle in the way; -

emancipstion having made imperative, and opened the way to,

the longed-for representitive assembly .

ZAe B 2. anley's reply. . .
t Zoiapgbégg'méiiing_ggs he{d 1o gn%wer his p01nts.‘
resulting opinion held that an Upper House aqd a gover-
nor sppointed by the Crown would stop epppession.
(C.T.Hail 1 Cet. 1842, Z.A. 7 Qct, 1842) .,

The
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CHAFTER XII

CONDATIOWS 1IN CAPE COLOWY I 1843 .

o A NI T T EiY et B '
AND COHCIUDING 8 ARI'S :

By 1843 Cape Colany had not merely returned to normal
conditions, but was showing a preggressive trend which boded
well for the future. This prosperity was not a continuation
of that experienced in 1837 and 1838 with the extraordimary
influx of specie, for between 1839 and 1841, the Colony
underwent a period of financial strain as the reaction to
two years of abnormal extravagance set in.

During this time, money beéame gearce and interest rose
again to Gﬁf'a deficiency aggravated by the amounts which
the trekkers took with them.:3 Trade was poor: the warechouses f
were overstocked and customers laeking, and firms whieh only
two years previously had been handling Compenszation claims
with confidence, were forced to close down.3 Customs duties
fell with the decreased imports; exports dwindled due to the
smaller ampunts of agricultural produce, resulting from the
lack of iabor and the removal of so maﬁy stock farmers from
the Colony. Private individuals were forced to sell the
various %ypes of property - houses, land, carriages - which
they had been zble to afford in 1837;4with no-one to buy, -

the valué of landed proparty_declined and mortémging becanme
once morF a common practice?

The;e effects lacsted until 1841, by which year the last
vestige bf the abnormality which the Compensation money had-
brought with it, may be said to have been over, and the Cole
ony could devote itself to drawing to her advantage from the
experiences of the past years. ]
A marked imprévement was nbticeable in the government of s

the country, well-supported by the interest which the public

Z.d, 9 July 1841

Blue Books 1838 p,.223. .

God. 2 Jun. 1840, I have counted seven firms, two of them
large establishments, who closed down during this time.

G.G. 5 Feb. 1843, i{avings' Bank.

C.A, 21 Aug. 1841. 4,A, 18 Qct. 1839,

4o
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showed in ever: project considered for the national benefit.

The iagislative Touncil was able to place the Colony on
& soundtfinancial footing. The measures taken from 184C to
1843 to bring this about, included a revision of taxes and
a stricter collection} the cancelling of paper-moneyEand the
final abandonment of the rix-dollar as Regal tenderS ith
the increased rate on customs, the revenue rose from !
£179,590-15-02 in 1841 to £821,721-6-5% by 1643% with this
increasé, the government was able to ewbark on public improve.’
mentse léng found wanting. Under Montagu's scheme, good roads
would be available to the Colony; harbour improvements would
benefit her trade. Other forms of betterment folldowed suit:

a new edunational gyesten, the establishments of muniqipali- [
ties, r;gulations for the general welfare by these and by

the govermnment, allowed the Colony to make & r=amarkable re-
covery from the sorry outlook two years before.

A ﬁealthler comrmunal spirit was also noticeable, as the
public gﬁntinued its interest in the edonomic and social
wellbeing of the country, an interest largely fostered by the
entry of the Compensatio n money...five years after freedom,

Cape Colony had no resson to regret cmancipation.

Leaving the Colony well on the road of self-development,
what conclusions must be drawn from the éxperiment of enanci-

pation,  1830-1843%

- that slavery is not a state of ummitigated evil, but

that it-has its advantages for the community: the assurance

of labor, security for the worker, the care by the master of
his servants (who represent capital) if slavery is merely on

a domestic level. Particularly Britain's two Orders-in-Cound

1 G,C. 18 Dec. 1840. C.a. 1 Jan. 184%, : -

% C.A, 11 HWov. 1843. ;

3 G.G, 15 Jan. 1841.

4 Blue Books 1841 =2nd 1843%. Revenue, : :
The revenue was still below the expenditure, but the amour
yvielded was larger, znd allored the government to spend
more on improving the Colony, including the supgsort of
immigrant scheme from England.

i
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11s,

enbody prineiples vulusble .here an abor:g.n.l tribe eomes
into cgntmct @ith avother eivilizution. Mention need enly be
mnde id thls connection of the gystes o7 .retectors, or of I
dpeeial Huglstrates, busing cach cuse on its own morits and
not Cﬁ‘;@gul precedent, a coumendable vroceed. s owhere the

traditione and ch.racter of the opposing parties are se dife

(.3
Pl

ferent,

. ]
-« thut eritic.mwm thut Britian did not show sufficient
care in compensating the slaveeowners, is unjust. she attenu :
ted by every means to give as full sompensation 28 Was J00=
sible within tue finuneial limite, Dut that the way in which
the slaves were emancipated could hurdly hive been done more
eclumeily ., ¥Four yeares io insuffici@nt, even with geood cducu~ |

tion, to teuch s people the responsibilitiecs of freedom.
vnee she had passed her Jbolltion and Amendment Acts, she too
dlly 1eft the colonies to their own devices, insteug of !

<

following through her good intentions,

- that the gplit batwaen the Tuteh wnd Inglisn in the
Colony cazme 2b. ut lﬁd?*CQﬁtlbly azrinr the pariod under ccite . N
“iéevatioa. instead of the growing together that BEEneU LYo

bzble in 1830, there wag a divergenoe hy 1843, ;

The final effeets of emencipation .re net yel over, The
erusade that Pritain began more th“ 3 hundréﬁ yearg ago, haw
gince spread over the world, »nd as regaxds louth frica, she
iz bock Wnere the Cape colonists were in the 1835Cs. The ultie. X
e m#tcome of tie sentiment of emanoipation may not yet hove

been written in the pages of her nistory.




(ST AGE

-

Emancipation asg a canse of the Trek har crovsed «ide ine

'y 2 1 > b 17 3 ! !
tersst. Ilecause ol the many implications of the Trek and the

controversial nature of the subject, I have ed to deal

wath emw

neipstion znd the emigriticn in the eust ws an wddi-
tionul note, .s separate trewtiment allows for the expression
of personzl oyinion, <hich would not hive beer .ossible if
the subject u=d been included in the muin body of the theuis.
Two arguments exist on emancipation as s reagon for the
Trek: that it was a primsry cause of the movenant; or, tuat
it wvas a svwbsidiory factor .hieh hud 1ittle influence on ..c=-
tual emigrution, The relationshipy of cwancipation and the
Trek can be realised better - hen the terms are used less !
loosely. Imancipation involved tivee issues: abolition as &
tiizory, the compensation money, and freedombin 1338. Similar.
ly, the Trek counsisted of several parts: the movement to the
end ofJ1855, & stronger one from 1836 to 1838, =nd a third
dsting from 1833, when the westerly areas began to be affecw
ted. “Yhese distinetions help clarify the yroblem as te how
fTar “eﬂ“nc pation” was a cause of the "CGroxt Trck®., From the

’

evidence gathered, T believe abolition was oly a cause insc-

far ag it was o mainifeitation of Zyitain's philasntaropic
policy. ZRather was the lack of adeguaie compensation 4 mov-.
ing f:a;,ctore I emesncipation is at 211 to be guoted as wirect.
1y influen ing the exodus of s0 many people from the Colony,

it was perhaps more so in the later vexrs, than at the Leglin-

ning.
When cousidering emancipstion in regard to the Trek, it
is necessary to twke into account other contemporary facts

which will relegete it to its true position in tune 1life of the

The habit of the eastern furmers hzd for 150 years been.
to wander eastwards in gesrch of independence from gov e nment

contrel wend to find pasture for their herdsi unlike the Lri-




tish 132C settlers, who were affected (uite as much by the
Taffir inroads, they sove used to moving from pluce to _lice.
Their type of churscter hod evolved from the hard znd solitary
life they led, «nd included qualities found in peoyle 1o ru-
ral parts of tie world even today. This azcccunted for {laeir
obstinuecy, their susplcicn of inngvations and newcomer s,

tiuelr inabllity to grasp tue sxplanatlon of acts done outgrde
their local sphere. The rigors of their existence and tue
monotony of the diet resulted in an attitude looked upon as
intclerant by people not aware of the difficulties with uwich

Cwere surrounded,

They lived in an «rea in wshich they were outnumbered 0y
the color=d races, and at & distance from the nesrest neigh-
bour or government authority which would make any policy of
penevoience discstrous. As farmers, the succesaful running
of their farms and herding of the livestock was dependent on
the nature of the labvor they could command. XHvery employer

thinkes ne knows best how to treat his laborers, and the tine

wering by the Lr.tish governm to wilch the slave laws oY

n,

subject from 1814 to ] 3%1, -sonld have caused serious repure

cussioné_among South african farmers even of the oresent,
should éimll\r leginlation finﬁ placé nOW .

Interference in the treatment of upTVu‘t° was resentied
gtill mére ae tie nature of the housencld was strictly-@&-
triorchial. This charzcteristic was strengthened because
the frontier farmers were & deéply religious people, their
strict ﬁiety enabling trnem to keep some link witn culture

and educztion., OTEOVET, their biblie=l fervour made then

21l hes Tnenmg such =% the colored ruces

cessity snd belief, thevefcrs, coloved t eir attitude

5

i, including their slaves. Jut any gieds

towards thelr sors
dlinug by on outsider with thelr slaver, w.r open to furtier
oppoaiiion, a8 they represented cupital, the deprivation of
heeh would seriously affect the ezctern farmer, Wi was v

=nd his heirs,



Yor t’lrij Years hefore the Trek, the Colomy h-d bren

!

- - LSS | . P A . e e T HEE P, . e + k I 2 ' ;
open 1o ;naovutlo.s vy tre Iritish govern with which the-

1

localism of the frontiersmen could Find sympatly . Drie )
tl 313 rule hed abolished the beloved landdrosts aund heemradens

it had installed jurors who had 1o be avle to understsnd Tnge

Jishiy 1t wad cowg ne official lungusge tnd the rixdollar
currency. iow, towards the end of the 1820s, it began = pol- |
iy towards the coleored races, which was based on Englesh

Phllanthropic sentimenty totally z=lien to the fronticr farmer,

rather than on & practieul xnowledge of South african circum-

The enlightened visws of tue Pritisn people in the first

half of tie nineteenth century were inclined to sentimentality® .

in the 1320s, the amelloration of the couditio ns of the downe
trodden slaves received wideesproad supgort, fed by ithe more

spectacular accounts v well-msaning misslonaries and travel- °

lere, Under ithis impaet, it was difficr1t for the Iritish

government to ramsin imp.ritial towards the slave-owning cole

onists, =nd from the deteiled accommts of slave treatment

that it recuired ite colonial officials to send, the govern-

eye the worst and suspect the slave-owner~™
of wilful eruelty. It is always clificult to form & cerract

picture of circumstances known only through correspoudence,

A

warticular ly if the receiver is unccnsciously biased. . The

Jupe was 1n a most dissdvantageous noeltlon in reg:vrd to any !

lagislation for the celoreds we nmade by I =8 the Cape

12

wio.s Turtier different econditions

ray than, &nd had totally

to

othrr ']uxe -owning Cﬂlﬂﬂlﬁw, for which tihe luws were
primarily node.

The trend towirde paritiality which first influenced the

e Colony to any great extent, =mnéd which was 10 have & last
ing effect on ZEritizh cttitude towurds the Colony, wws m.de
manifest in Crdinance 5C of 18%8, which gave civil riqhts-to

the Hottentots. The lottenitots wers prevalent in the cast,

where they supplied o substantial pari of farm l:bor. ifter



onirol the haeiis of

dan wede govse Dby

iato tuz Jdolony

from beyond the oiskaann 1 sould Leve

sithweph the

veoligars Lt

53¢ made 1t
the living conditicm und lobor resources of the farmer in tue

Jincd 1asecsure.

Tritain noxt Tormulzted tre CriovseineCounc:l of

cf tre Elaves. N0

L h 4 ono plontation system, wnd wihe

Jere sut to gre.t onconvenience und risgk to comply .

The frontiersman poriicularly found it aungerous to 1

their homes in lhe face of maraunding

azvdonee with l.owig « Llel

congide wtion logal

n they ond their womenfoll were smmmoned on Lo ¢l

Wi by

srior. Yhat else could

‘the rrotectors do but break dewn an old reluticnohiys By bocss

wte of inmubordinetio f The Trontior

v strongly the upeeial ilaplitr tow

soticn e cume in 1833, Lor

heen obvions that sueh woulnw come

.

Jid not orenie &

soale exodus. (miy « few rouin ©
treized at T Be presumed tnat

the osotern f.rmers -g e net

letiers o e bR g v

;xnoi the srowing insubordinastion of
srestices ¢ risg the lust tvo ve e vefers f




1826, wh.le in the Trekker governments sct up later cutside

d it ve'n the inten

t.e Colony, sl.overy was not perm ttea,
tion of "the slaveeowners to l«avv tne dolony becansme of =boli
tiomn, they wonld have left nlther bgfore 1834, or during 1838
limoedisztely after the war - if they had stopped to f.ght at
all.

The main exodus bwegan in 1836 . when the Fr.tish poligy

wvenl po strongly sguinst the inkabit.nts of the eauntern d. 8w

Fe

triets. %he frontiersmen ¢id not Pegin thelr mzases movenments
until it was elear that the phllanthropic attitude of the
nome govervment wonld not ollow it to unet in their inte: wgty.
The préceedings of the Aborigines Committee in 1836 shosed
that Lt wzs herdly prepasred to ta. o into consideration the
viewpoint of the {rontier Toer; shortly after giving his
evidence againet tuhe colonists, sSteckenstrom wae appolnted
lieutenant-gevernor of the sastern prcviaue; To exlain

4t eiy position, the inbabitants of the szotern digiricts pine

igaion of inruiry,

ned tngir wopen of viiiicéiaon on & oo
tu travel the wrews 204 report on the true citustion Letween
the defending fa mer and the plundering ¥affir; the commlse
gion was.refused, It is hardly surprising thei the eustern
goloniste lost confidence in the impertislity <hich the Br.. -
iish governrment claimed touar&s itg subjeete, Compensation
for service in the war and for losses of anlhals was af @
ninimum; sizmultenecusly came the news of the likely nature of
tne alave sonpensation money; In February 1337 came the wrde!
that wouly most glogely znffect the liver of ine fronticrsmen:
the srovingce of ueen Adelaide, cedg@_by.w'Urban wi'ter the
war te secgure o gafe gettlement for the colonluts, «ap abane
donneé by order of the *rli.dn Fevernment, and the eld unsuce
sessful gyutem of trenties with the raffir tribes wes again
instituted to keep the pezee. This would zgain day cpen tue
horaes of the eastern farwmers to devastation znd looting.

Tre¥king then began in ezrnest.




THe reasons for the Trek were not known with certainty
even by the colonlsts who remalned, wnd various theories
were put forward to aceount for it, including that of the
abolition of slavery. This was the cause'which in Britain
wags regarded «s the prime factor of the movement, as was
natural to circumstances in Brita.n at the time: the situa-
tion on the frontier was never fully grasped by the authori-
ties, whersas slavery and the oruelty of the masters came
uppermost to their minds when thinkingin terms of the colon-
ies which haa formerly possessed slaves., That the theory
of zbolition was not the foremost motive in bringing about
the Trek may be concluded from the seguence of events, as
noted hére. This does not say that avolition did not give
additional czuse for trerking in individual cases, but it

cannot be looked upon as a decisive factor.

The lack of adequate compensaiion had more direct effect
in setting the whegls rolling; This objection is one most
consiépently mentioned by the trek:ers Tor leaving, in their
memoirs, and was also coneeded by the remaining inhabitants
and by the colonial officials, Individually, thé eagtern
farmérs lost proportionately more than the western proprietor::i
not oniy because thuey #4Ere as a whple poorer, but beoausg
the mode of payuent was made particularly irksome for ﬁhem,
and they had to lose heavily ﬁy traders buying their claims
for 204 of their value, or by not being able to cash their
clainmg a2t all, due to the inaccessibility of some of the
home&ﬁeadsu The goveriment had msade no provision aﬁ@ll to

ater for conditions in the eastern parts. This blow fell

Q

at & time when the British policy towards the frontier had

been made apperent, and came as yet another example of

geening unwillingne®s on the part of the homec g vernment to twhk '
'

measures for the wellbeing of ites subjectes.




If at any time the actual freeing of the slaves brought
about departure, it was in the later years of the Trek. 1In
183¢ and 1840, farmers of the westerly districts began to
emigrate, and it may be presumed that this was greatly due
to the uééet in labtor relations and the éttitude of the ser~
vants towards their masters: farﬁers saw no option to sban-
doning their farms from the lack of labor. Unfortunately,
in conteﬁporary letters and opinions, this later movement was
merely looked upon us part of the eastern trek, and no spe-
cial reasons were assigned to it. Because of this lack of
evidence, it is difficult at this point to aseribe any def-
inite m;tives for the latef migration, although future re-

search may be able to throw ltght on this aspect.

It is useless to ask whether, had there bamn no emanci~
pation, would there have been a Creat Trek? If there had
been no philanthropy in England, the whole policy of the gove
ermnent might have been different in regard to frontier rela-
tions, and the colonists not suspected of instigating fron-
tier t;ouble. Thét the compaésation money and the 1838 free-

dom caﬁsed trekking, can be upheld with reason, but abolition

itself cannot be ¢uoted zs having brought about the Great Trek




AVERAGK VALUL FOR  CAPE ‘JLAVZ?Z}

Lo
1T

AVPENDIL A

LHE

C QQPE:SSATI Y C f’u... S D

OHET B,

Humber

of slaves Class

Broedial unattasched

Average

seyr hes

3509 Head people £65-G-4§
297 Tradessen £64e =Bt
132 - Inferior tradesmen £49=0= 10y
5,671 Field lzborers £540 110
5,333 Infevior field laborers £35-17=1
¥
Honenraedial
1,165 Head tradeswen 161-13-34
€53 - Inferior tradesmen £41-13=5¢
20 uead people emplpyed on wharfs EhCeF- 1 F
3 Inferior do., of same desecription ﬁ&l—ﬁ-
5,230 Head domestic servants £4VadeF2

9,860 | Inferior domertics S20eYe bt
5,731 Children under 6 years of age
892 tged, disecaped or otherw1we jele} 420

effective

£fel5«8

d

1 Comp.comure: Letiers dispatehed =0/ 4a

C.A. 8 June 1836.

16 vny 1836,




e vt

DLISTRIBUTICY OF TH4E CCMPENSATION MONEY ACCORDING TG crasst

Appraised
Class value

Praedial

Head peop1e

Pradesmen £46,433-15=0
Inferior tradesmen £15,783-10-0
Field laborers £754,256~1-6

Inferior field laborers £466,203-3-0

Wonepraedial
Head tradesmen £176,659-5+0
Inferior tradesmen £96,885-12«0
Head people employed on
wharfs £1,960-0=0
Inferior do. of same
description C£2,306~4-10

Head domectic servants £603,108«7-0
Inferior domestics £706,218~11-6
Children under 6 years

of age £92,922+6.2
Aged, diseased or other- ‘

wise non-effective £12,361-12=0

£63,251-15-¢

£3,041,290-6-0

Amount
avarded

£25,943.0-8
£19 y045«0=10%
£6,473-13-8-
e..309 362-1 10r
9191,215-1b-11

£73,688-3-6
£39, 713-10-5«

£803-18-1

| £945.18-4
287 4368-0-6
£289, 659-45
£38,112-12-7

£5,070=-3-5+

| £1,247,401-0-7%

1 Comp.commrs: letters dispatched 20/4a 19 Lay 1836.

C.4. 10 Aug. 1836.
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BILIOCGCRATE

T o

PRIMARY SCURCES

1) Unpublished manuscripts

Slave Office: letters received.

=

2
1/6

/7

1/8
1/9
1/10

1/11
1/12
1/13

1/18
1/19

1/21
1/22

1/23

1/24
1/2

3;50
1/31
1/32
1/33
1/34
1/35

15?8
1/39
1/40
1/41

1/43

1/47
1/48
1/49

1/50
1/51
1/52

From Colomnial Office 1826-1834

From Government Officials and others, Cape Town
1819-1826

From Slave Fegistry Cffice,
1] L i L

n

From

From
AL

From
]

From
1]

From

Irom
i1

#H

Slave

Slave
1"

Slave
(1]

Slave
n

Slave

Slave
"

1"

Registry

Eegiﬁtry
Regiftry
Regiﬁtry
Registry
Regiﬁtry

Registry

Registry
H

k]
n

Registry

Fegl tny

]

Office,

Office,
T
Office,
ft
Office,
: "

Office,

office,
1)

'Office,

office,
office,
1]

L

Miscellaneous 1817-1828
1829-1831
1832~ 1837

t
o

Albany 1822-1828
" 1859-1831
" 1851-1836

Beaufort 1823- 1838

Clanmgilliam 1825-1829
" 1329-183%7

Ceorge 1826-1828
i 1829-1835

Craaff Reinet 1825.1828
# " 1829.1837

Simonstown 1822-1831

Somerset 1825.18£8
" 1829-183%7

btellenbosch 1826« 1328
18 r’(:/
“ 18%9

Y 1830=1831

" 1330-1831

" 183%-1836

%wellendam 1825-1829.
1329-1831

" 183041832

& 1833+183%7

Uitenhage 1825-1837
Tulbagh-Worceoter 18~5 ld'

© M 1828-183]
" "o 1832-183¢

1 Contain detalled reports of court cases.
Those taken for research from 1826 onwards.

)

2 The figures given refer to the numbers these documents

hold in the Slave Offiece records in the Cape Town
- Archives.




Letfers received

1/53 By Registrar of Slaves, Simonstown, from Sk ve
Registry Office. Cape Town 1825-1828

1/54 By Slave Registry Office, Swellendam, from
‘ various Slave Registry Offices 1826-1828

$

Memorials

1/05 Feplies to memorlals from Colonlal Office 1818-1829
1/56 " u 1830~ 1831

1/57 Reports by Feglstrar/Protector of Slaves upon
. memorials 1830-1835

1/58 Heports by Registrar/Protector of 3luves upon
memor ials 1828-1836

Reports
3/20a Confidential reports. DProtector of Slaves
1329-1334 (No pagination).

Slave Compensation Officel

20/1 Hinutes of proceedings of the Assistant Commise
sioners of Compensation 1834-1840

20/2 Instructions to the Governor and Assistante
Commissioners of Compensation from the Commis-
sioners of Compenmsation, London 1833-1835

20/3 Instructions to the Governor and Assistant
' Commissioners of Compensation from ithe Commis-
sioners of Compensation, London 1836-1843

20/4 HWiscellaneous lstters received by the Assistant
. Commissioners of Compensation 1834.-1844
20/4a Letters dispatched by the Compensation Commis-
sioners 1834-1845

20/4v 1ist of compensation claims (1835) and returns
from the several country districts pursuant
to a circular letter from Head Offlce dated
18th August 1835 .

20/5 -
20/16 Appraisement of slaves for the districts.
(entions names of owners and of slaves, thelr
work, health, value, age etc.)

20/17 Valuation lists. (Compiled by Valuation Commis-
gioners (Appraisers) as they travelled from
farm to farm) 1834

20/18-
20/4%b Documents relating to Emancipation comycnr4tion
claims,  (4Are the actual claims with zttached
powers of attorney.)

20/43 Day boock to compensation claims resister 1835-1839

20/45~
20/46 Slave compensation register

L Hot all of these were "read” - some of thece Sources
eg. the aectual claims, the hooks of receipts, were
- merely handled and deductions drawn wshere necessary.
1



I S

£20/47~ '
20/49 Liéts of the awards of the Commissioners of

Compensation 1836-.1840

20/50- .
20/56 Receipts for compensation claims paid and not

paid June 1836-10v,1842.

20/57-
20/57b Receipts for counter compensation c¢laims paid

and not paid July 1836-Dec.1840

20/58  Book of counter claims

20/59 Po@er of attorney registry book 1836-1837

20/60 ' Compensation Office expenditure 1834-1844

20/61 Returns of the total number of slaves in the

2)

3)

various districts according to the several
clsasges and values.

Official publications

Govermment Blue Books 1830-1844
Government Gazette Jan.l316-Dec.1846

b

Newspapers and periodicals

Cape Almanacs 1830-1843

. Cape Town Mail Mar,.1841-Dec,1843

Grahamfs Town Journal Dec.l83l-Dec,1843

i,
The Moderator Jan,-June 1837, continued as
The Med tator July 1837-June 1839

South African Commercial Advertiser Jan,1830-Dec,1843
De Ware Afrikaan Sept.1l838-March 1842

De Zuid Afrikaan April 1830-Dec,1843

Publications by contemporaries

Alexander, Sir J.E. An expedition of discovery into the
interior of Africa. London, Henry Colburn, 1838. 2vs.

Backhouse, James, A narrative of a visit to the Mauritius
and South Africa. Iondon, Hamilton, Adams and Co. 1844.

Bannister, Saxe. Humane policy. Iondon, (1829).

Barnwell, P,J., ed. Visits and despatches., (Mauritius,
1598-1948), Port Louis, 1948,

Bird, John. Annals of Natal. 1495-1845. Cape Town,
Maskew Miller, nd,

|
Borcherds, P.B, An auto-biographical memoir. Cape Town,
A+82 Robertson, 1861. :

Boyce, W.B., HNotes on South African affairs, from 1834 +to
18384% Craham's Town, printed by Aldum and Harvey, 1838.

T

N



S
¥y

Burchell, ¥,J. Travels in the interior of Southern Africa.
Iondon, longman, Hurst, Rees, 1822 and 1824. 2vs. L

Chase, JJ/C., Practical considerations on the exact position
of the slave guestion. Cape Town, George Greig, 1831.
Cloete, H. The history of the great Boer trek. Edited by

W s grandson, W. Broderlck-010ete. Iondon, John Murray,
1899,

Cole, Sir Iowry. Memoirs, London, MacMillan, 1934.

Ellis, William. Three visite to Nadagascar dﬁring the years
1853, 1854, 1856, London, John lMurray, 1858.

Fairbairn, John, Five papers on the slave question. Cape
Town, George Greig, 1831.

Freeman, J.J. A tour in South Africa. Iondon, John Snow,
1851.

Godlonton, Robert. Sketches of the Rastern districts of the
Cape of Good Hope. Graham's Town, Graham's Town Journal
office, 1842,

Irons, V. ed. The settler's guide to the Cape of Good Hope
and the Colony of Hatal, London, Edward Stanford, 1858.

§ .
Martin, R.M. History of Southern Africa. Iondon, Henry J.
Bohn, 1843, 2nd edition.

ﬁentzel.'b.F. A geographical an&'topographical deseription

of the Cape of Good Hopé. Cape Town, Van Riebeeck Society,

1825, (Origin&lly published by C.F. Guenther of Blogau,
1785 and 1787). .

Miller, Thomas. Considerations on the exact position of the
slave question, Cape Town, George Creig, 1831,

Newman, W+.A. Biographical memoribf John Montagu. London,
Harrison, 1855,

The Porter speeches. Speeches dellvered by the Honorse ble

William Porter, during the years 1839-1845 inclusive, Cape .

Town, Saul Solomon and Co., 1886.

Preller, iG.S* Voortrekkermense, Kaapstad, Nasionale Pers.
1913~1%22, 1938, Vols. 1.3, 5,6.

Pringle, Thomas., Narrative of a residence in South Africa.
New edi tion., ILondon, Edward Moxon, 1835,

Smith, Andrew. Diary, 1834-1836. Cape Town, Van Riebeeck
Society, 1939. .

Steedman, Andrew. Wandering and adventures in the interior
of Southern Africa. ZIondon, longman and Cos 1835, 2vs.

kY
Stockenstrom, Sir Andrtes. Autoblography. Cape Town, Juta
and Co., 1887, . L

Teenstra, M.D. De vruchten mlaner werkzaamheden, gedur-ende

mijne reize, over de Kaap #é¢ Coede Hoop. RHerste deel.

Te Groningen bii} H.Eekhoff, 1830. Cape Town, Van Ricbeeck
Society, 1943,

Wright, William. GSlavery at the Cape of (Cood Hope. Tondon,
Longman, Rees, Crme, 1831, N

Ly

LY
0
L



SECCHDARY  SOUKRCES

1

@gar-Hemilton, J,A.I. The native policy of the Voortrekkers.
Cape Town, laskew Miller, 1923.

Arndt, B.Z.D, Banking and currency development in South
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