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the return to design, which incorporates

nature and its surroundings, came about.

Discussed below are the concepts and
definitions of the “in-between” through
the theory and work of Christopher
Alexander, Aldo van Eyck and Herman
Hertzberger.

CHRISTOPHER ALEXANDER

Christopher Wolfgang Alexander was
one of the first theorists who explored
the relationship between the public and
the private domain and the effect it had
on the inhabitants and the community
life. According to Alexander, the
pedestrian orientated civilization,
with its balanced mix of quiet alleyways
and squares in contrast to busy streets
and plazas, has become neglected, in
favour of the automobile. He believes
that both of these have their place in
modern cities, however, only one is
incorporated in city design.
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ANATOMY OF DWELLING: people

Alexander proved that it is more appropriate
to design cities, or parts thereof, as
semi-lattice structures in order for some
functions to overlap and thus be shared.

Serge Chermayeff and Christopher
Alexander, in their book Community

and Privacy, developed a model whereby
there are two independent units; one of
which is public and the other private.
These should be able to function individually.
Chermayeff and Alexander (1963) suggested
these domains should be connected to
each othervia a semi-public and semi-

private domain placed in-between them.
By so doing, the public and private domains
are isolated through the insertion of a

barrier or passage between the two points;
consequently preventing either from

being compromised by the other: To explain
this concept Alexander compared itto a
canal lock, which mediates between areas
of different water levels.
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ANATOMY OF URBAN REALMS: areas of respomsobility

Figuere 2.2 - Diagram illustrating the concept of
Alexander’s lock (Alexander, C & Chermayeff; 1963]

Alexander’s concept of the lock shows
that spaces of difference can be connected
without compromising the integrity of
either: One could further argue that he
proposes a “slowing down” mechanism
as well as a transitional space. This
space of pause reflects upon some aspects
of historical cities, where, as previously
mentioned, society was slow paced
characterised by social interaction
community life.

ALDO VAN EYCK

One major theme, around which all of
Van Eycks theories revolve, is the concept
of relativity. This concept can be split
and further discussed within two focal
points of his theoretical work; the “twin
phenomena” and the “in-between " These
two ideas form the basis of Van Eyck’s
design approach throughout his career.
The “twin phenomena” explains what an
entity is in relation to other entities, while
the “in-between” focuses on the aspects
of mental and physical spaces (Lammers;
2012).

Twin phenomena

Van Eyck did not only believe that everything
is related, but also that all things are relative
to each other, i.e. “relations are interactive.”
Thus, if one cannot relate one element to
another, then the elements themselves
have no meaning.

For example; there is no inside without
an outside, nor is there dark without
light etc. This relationship between
elements is what Van Eyck called the
“Twin Phenomena.”

The “in-between”

The “in-between” theory came about as
being the spatial equivalent of the “twin
phenomena” concept. Van Eyck's first
implementation of the “in-between” into
a design strategy was in the design of
the Orphanage. Van Eyck convincingly
argues for the articulation of transition
abandoning the concept of spatial continuity,
through the means of a defined “in-between”
space in which one becomes aware of
what is significant on either side. Through
this a common ground is created where
elements can exist in relation to one another
and in so doing become twin phenomena
(Ligtelijn; 1999). Van Eyck developed
his theory of the ‘in-between” further
into three particular areas of understanding;
contradictory spaces coming together,
hierarchical spaces coming together and
similar spaces coming together.

1. CONTRADICTORY SPACES
COMING TOGETHER

This is the most common scenario where
the “in-between” could exist. And relates
to the relationship between public and
private, old and new, nature and man-
made. The most common, being the
relationship between inside and outside.









FIGURE-GROUND THEORY

This theory relates to the relative ground
coverage of an area when buildings are
seen as mass and open-space as void.
[t implies that a positive void is created
when the relative ground coverage of
an area is denser than the void, hence

giving shape to open space. The best
example of the figure-ground theory

of urban spaces is Giambattista Nolli's
Map of Rome.

Voids need to be carved out of the solids
in order to provide functional spaces.
They generally consist of entry foyer
space, the threshold between private
and public space. Oscar Newman strongly
emphasis the use of these voids for the
creation of safety eye-on-the-street.

Asecond void is the inner block, furthermore

streets and squares make up voids as
well as public parks and gardens. The
idea behind the figure-ground theory
is the possibility of manipulating the

structure of the solids and voids to avoid
lost space by making the pattern condensed.
More importantly it identifies the structure
of urban spaces in a city by creating a
hierarchy of different sized spaces all
individually enclosed but ordered in
relation to each other (Trancik; 1943)

LINKAGE THEORY

This implies connecting parts of the city
through lines of reference such as site

lines, directional flows of movement,
axis and building edges and in so doing
establish a coherent structure by which
to order space. Fumihiko Maki, who

produced extensive work on the theory
of linkages, stated that: “linkage is the

glue of the city. It is the act by which we
unite all the layers of activity and resulting

physical form in the city...thus making
comprehensible links between discrete
things.” (Trancik; 1943;106) The concept

behind this theory is that in order to

accurately understand the urban structure
of a place it is essential to study the

circulation and connections.

PLACE-MAKING THEORY

“Whatever space and time mean, place
and occasion mean more, for space in
the image of man is place, and time in
the image of main is occasion” Aldo
van Eyck (Starven; 1959;357)

This theory is concerned with the culture
and human characteristics of a space.
Trancik gives two definitions explaining
that space is a void with the potential
to physically link things where as place
is derived from the contextual meaning
established by the culture or regional
content.

The theory explores the idea that people
need a relatively enclosed and defined
space in order to develop their social
and cultural lives, which in turn produces
the identity and sense of place. It suggests
therefore, that “place” is not so much
defined by the measurable elements
as it Is by the qualitative and atmospheric
phenomenon that produces its character.
One can therefore deduct that the primary
importance of a place is its enclosure
which in turn provides the user with a
sense of security and allows liveable
spaces for people.

Kevin Lynch who initiated and produced
several books on place theory, stated that:
“Just as each locality should seem continuous
with the recent past, so it should seem
continuous with the near future. Every
place should be made to be seen as
developing, charged with predictions and
intentions. The concept of space and
time however conceived, are the great
framework within which we order our
experience. We live in time places.”
(Lynch; 1972;241)

In conclusion the analysis of these theories
suggest, that the city is a layering of
elements Therefore if only one of these
theories is used during the design process
it may potentially lead to lost opportunities.
For example; if the only concern is with the
making of “place,” then possible connections
or linkages, which could have potentially

THEORETICAL UNDERPINNINGS

strengthened the design, will be missed.
[ am of the opinion that a layering of these
theories Iis necessary in the production

of successful liveable cities. These

theories have had a large influence in

my design decisions as well as approach

throughout this dissertation.
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