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Active and Passive voice – Questions

Activity 1
Decide whether the sentences are written in Active or Passive. The verb forms are printed in bold.
1) A government controls the state.

2) The state claims sovereignty and a monopoly of the legitimate use of violence within a territory. 

3) Behaviour, economic actors, daily life and social activities are regulated by the state. 

4) The state operates in a given territory with a population that is a distinct society. 

5) Violence is usually used to control deviance or non-compliance by the state. 

6) The government holds power within the boundaries of the state. 

7) Membership of a society and controls of entry and exit within the territory are defined by the state. 

8) The state embraces relations with other states that are mutually beneficial. 

9) Ideological claims about ‘common interests’ and the ‘general will’ are usually made by the state. 
Activity 2

Rewrite the sentences in Active voice.
1. The feudal state was characterised by vastly unequal rights and obligations.

2. The feudal state was defined by heredity, a lack of social mobility, and an absence of a notion of fair human rights.
3. The emergence of the modern state was characterised by war, trade and ideology.
4. War was associated with the constant development of improved technology.

5. The change in war technologies resulted in a change of social dynamics.

6. Modern capitalism was influenced by the development of merchant trading.

7. The growth in trade was characterised by rapid urbanization, concentrated prosperity in the hands of a few, and enhanced common interests between royalty and traders.

Activity 3

Rewrite the sentences in Passive voice.
1. Third world states are characterised by lack of legitimacy.
2. Third world states are usually made up of weak state capacity.
3. Developing states are generally defined by poor economic performance.
4. Third world states are usually associated with an uneven territorial control.
5. Developing countries are generally characterised by heterogeneous populations
6. The governments of third world states are usually known for a close to non-existent ideological climate of liberal democracy.
7. The public service of developing states is commonly defined by a lack of effective mechanisms of bureaucratic accountability based on representation and public participation
8. The economies of third world states are characterised by a lack of a strong market characterised by institutions of free economic participation.
9. Developing states are usually identifies with a lack acceptable levels of economic growth and strong judiciary.
Activity 4
Are the sentences written in Active or Passive voice?
1. Traditional, charismatic and legal-rational authorities are the three forms of authority identified by Max Weber as making up the state.
a) Active Voice
b) Passive Voice
2. Hobbes argues that without the state humans would turn violently on one another for their individual preservation.
a) Active Voice
b) Passive Voice
3. Marx identifies the economic transitions and the rise of trade as generative factors of the modern state. 
a) Active Voice
b) Passive Voice 
4. The economic perspective on the rise of the territorial state is distinguished as a neo-Marxist view and a neo-institutionalist analysis by scholars.  
a) Active Voice
b) Passive Voice
5. Economic change was the catalyst behind the demise of personalized feudalistic rule according to Marx.
a) Active Voice
b) Passive Voice
6. Marx identifies the State as an arbiter for class tensions.
a) Active Voice
b) Passive Voice
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