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The furniture dealt with in this study is re-
gtricted to such 1ibréry equipment as is mainly
found in the public areas, i.e. shelving for bhooks,
periodicals and newspapers; catalogue furniture,

display furniture, study and reference tables.

INTRODUCTION:

In the general research it was stated that in

recent years library planning and operation has

~undergone rapid and progressige changes, all in the

interest of rendering better service to the public.

These changes have obviously also affected
library furniture, although not to the same extent
yet. When looking at the furniture of some e§isting
libraries, or paging through some manufacturers cata-
logues, it is surprising to see how much ugliness
still survives in many items, specially designed for
libraries. Fortunately the graceful lines of mainly.
Scandinavian and German furniture are making their
influence felt., It can be assumed that in a few
years time, libraries will be furnished quite different-
ly from the practice prevailing today;' the difference

being in type as well as arrangement of furniture.
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The importance df library furniture as regards
its design, construction, and lay-out, must not be
underestimated. A beautifully and efficiently de-
signed library with inefficient furniture cannot be

gsuccessful.

Appearancg and utility are not incompatible.
Library furniture should combine beauty and grace
with functional efficiency and sturdy construction.
The objective is to make things as comfortable and
pleasant for the reader as pdssible, whilevat the

same time, keeping in mind requirements such as eco-

nomy, maintenance and flexibility.

MATERIALS:

Until recently all library furniture used to be
of solid wood construction with the exception of the

closed-stack shelving, which was entirely of steel.

Recent trends are to create more gay and light-
weight designs through the use of steel or aluminium
for furniture in public areas. ietal has a number

of advantages over timber, iie.:-



a. Reduction of fire risk.

b. Strength-bulk ratio, i.e. greatest capacity with
least space.

¢c. Standardisation-economy of cost of aésembly, main-
tenance, as well as initial production.

d. Freedom of vermin attack..

e. Elimingtion of warp and splinter, and replacement

costs are reduced.
f. Adaptability and ease of adjustment.

g. Wide colour range.

In spite of this impressive list of advantages,
timber has not been eliminated entirely. The atmosphere
obtained by steel furniture, even if of very much higher
quality than ordinary stackréom furniture, has little

of the 'warm' feeling of timber.

With the introduction of various composite timbers,
some of the disadvantages of natural timber have been eli-
minated. Thus we find that timber is still used extensive-

ly but now often in combination with metal, e.g. steel or

aluminium frame-work with timer shelving or table tops.



Ladder type book-case.
Supporting metal tubes fixed to
floor and ceiling. -

Timber shelves.






More attention is being paid to the finish of
éertain furniture. Table tops or Qork tops are of-
ten covered with some form of protective and replacable
meterial like linoleum. Table and chair legs, if of
timbef, are protected with metal fdrrules at the

floor, and are usuelly equipped with adjustable

'non-marring' glides. Where metal is used, the

application of colour is given more attention to
achieve a gayer atmosphere and to blend with the

overall colour-scheme of the library.

SHELVING
The major part of the furniture in a library
consists of shelving, which should thus'be given

special attention.

Choice of shelving is determined by the follo-
wing two factors:-
The ;equirehents of a flexible lay-out.
Ease of adjustability of individual components.

Book~shelving consists of two major types:

Free-standing and wall-mounted.



a. JFree-standihg shelving:-

This can again be divided into three main
groups:

(i) The straight-forward box type book-case
with solid supports - metal or timber.
(ii) The open type with rails or colums as side
- supports. Shelves are simply placed on
metal seétions suspended from the supports.
or suitably drilled and positioned on
round iron bars.

(iii) The frame type in which the broad side
support of the box type book-case is re-
placéd by a frame which in most cases 1is
metal, steel or aluminium, round or square

in sectiony tubular or solid.

The latter seems to be the most popular at pre-
sent. Various variations of the above three groups
arevavailable, as can be seen from the photographs and

sketches.

b. Wall-mounted shelves:-

Shelves are usually fixed to brackets which are
supported by standard slotted rails mounted to the
wall. Various types of these are available on the

a .

market. This is,rather 'cheap' method allowing no

flexibility.



Where more movability is desired, frame type
or open book-cases of the types mentioned before
or adaptations thereof are often used. They are
placed against the wall to which they are provi-

sionally fastened.

Shelving dimensions:-

Modern practice is to mount the book-case so0

that the reader need not bend down too much to reach

the bottom shelf and need not struggle to reach the
top shelf. For this reason only five shelves are
provided instead of the formér seven, with the bot-

tom shelf about 18" - 20" off the ground.

78" above the floor is as high as the average
adult can reach and read comfortably. Where books
are continuously used, e.g. fiction)the top shelf
should not be more than 60"  above ground. A total
height of 84" is usually considered g8 the maximum

for any book shelf.

Depth of shelves varies from 8" to 12". Where
double faced shelving with no partition is used, -

some flexibility of depth can be achieved.



Height varies from 9" to 15". All shelving
must thus be adjustable, supported at one inch in-

tervals.

In children's libraries book-cases have only
three to four shelves, the bottom shelf being about
12" from the floor. Shelf spacing from 10" to 12"

with a total height of 42" for easier supervision,

Bottom shelves are generally fixed at a gzentle

slope (12°) so that titles can be more easily read.

Spacing of vertical supports should always be
at 3'0", this being accepted dimensions for shelf

or book-case units.

Spaeing of ranges depends entirely on the space
available and comfort standards to be achieved.
General practice is to have double faced ranges,

16" to 24" wide at 5'6" to 6'6" centres. This is
sufficient to allow patrons to consult books and

to pass each other.

Book-supports:-

When shelves are not fully loaded, use of book

supports is found necessary. These can be of wire



Example of free-standing 'open-

type' metal shelving and study tables.






Frame-type double~faced book-case,
shelves mounted together with rear
wall, bottom and side board. All
shelves sloped. Congideralile space

required. Metal frame-timber shelves.















or flat metal construction and should be easily
adjustable and removable. An alternative is a plate

type of book support with label holder incorporated.

SHELVES FOR PERIODICAL DISPLAY

As - is the case with book-racks, a lighter frame-
type rack has been developed for periodicals in
place of the old box-type rack. In a public library
a periodical rack must give good view and display
of new material on hand. (Older periodicals are

bound 'and stored on ordinary racks.)

Racks, where periodicals afe displayed hori-
zontally)are'generally only found in large scienti-
fic reading rooms. For this type of rack allithe
designs developed for book-cases can bé used; A
shelf height of 2-3" is generally used to accomo-
déte as many periodicals as possible. This has to

be inclosed if the whole year's editions are left

for display.

For vertical display Periodicals are generally
in cases side by side, 1leaving the title clearly

visible. These cases are arranged vertically above



Periodical desplay on sloping glass
holders fitted at right angles to
the wall.












each other, secured to the wall (depth of case‘lé")

or they can be arranged stepwise rising to the rear.

Oblique display is used when the whole of each
periodical is to be displayed. Various systems have
been developed. Shelves are not_horizoﬁtal but are
given é slope of 45° to 75°, either fixed or adjusta-
ble. General practice is to provide a horizontal

shelf about 2" below every sloping shelf to accommo-

" date older numbers, or a cupboard below the display

shelf.

Dimensions:-

Display of four periodicals side by side gene-
rally requires about 3'3". To allow large size perio-
dicals to bé displayed, shelves must be 133" deep.
Total shelf height depends on how periodicals are to
be displayed, vertically, horizontally or obliquely.

The same comfort standards.as for book shelves apply.

PICTURE- BOOK-RACKS

Most types of periodical display racks can be
used for this purpose, adapted to the size of its

users (as children's book racks.) The oblique type




Display of pictures and picture

books in a children's library.








































































































