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URBAN READERSHIP 865,000 (S./. Edlll,,) 
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BElIEVE 

;OlDEN CITY 

POST 
URBAN 

BEADERSHIP 
435,O[JO 
(EITIUI!)) 

Urban Africans spend over £400,000,000 a year 

IT'S THE FIRST MASS MARKET IN AFRICA-AND 
IT'S YOURS, ALL YOURS-FOR THE ADVERTISING 

- . ..', .. , for rJm,,, and 'he Golden CiIJ P",I tbat appe~red in the 
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FOR SUNDAY R;:ADING 

NEW! BOLD!! 
FKA.RLESS!!! 

........ in the DEST olnl BRIGHTEST 
tr.dilion 01 · MODERN ],)\Jrnalis"l 

• P1CTlIRES,-",-tt.=-
• OPiNiON ::.::.-...:- ....... 
• NITEUFE :::~-'":'~. 

r n I 11 ~ 
., \. 1\ 11111 i:: 

-, ... ~., ........ -"". '" ,~~ ,..".. ..", 
" .. 

• COMPflllIONS=t _. _.,-

THE MOST EXCIilNG tm'/SPAPER 
EVENT m the HISTORY 01 AHl.I(A 

" " - !!1! ~ TH 

March ·. & 
t:~t'."~ 
""., .... """ ,.,.,." b)o "'" 

oo<p, of k'l'''''''''''''''' 

.\u :u .. h-c",-'.,mcn( r", ,h~ n~ ~ <.iIy I',""wluch appnrnlln D",. ,,, Much 1955. 
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For the first four months of its existence, the av~rage w~~kly cir~ulati Oil of Ir... 

ColdclI City /'M/ was 28,042 copies per issue. It was quickly o\'~rtaking its ~ompetitors, 

how~veL Tn 1954, the veteran weekly Bmilio World had a circulaticn or 31 ,R70. l:!y the 

tim~ Goldcn City /'051 was just a year old il had oveltak~n its competitor wilh an averag~ 

wcekl y cirmlalion or 50,238, I! 1 Like J)nml, though, the I'osl was losing money. During 

its first four months, the paper lost £11 , 13R. 1)1 

As Jxlth the /'05/ and Dnutl gaincd a wider rcadership, the value of their COlllcnt 

was criticised I"r abandoning the ideals 0[' educating and uplifting the rcader. A 1958 

COliltlC/ mticIe described som~ of the complaillls lodgcd by the "staid, respectable, and 

less spectacularly .<llccessl',iI press": 

It was vulgar, it Ivas--dread[u] thoughl!-sensational. TIllS latter epithet 
is the on~ most olkn hmlcd by the long-established pr~ss, a press that over 
the years has be~n doing its Uamllede,1. to bccom~ sensational \1,'hile, at ihe 
same time, hoping that no one willlwtice----like a pri."y old maid who is 
not about .<wearing atmc",us[ \' to h~r,df amoog her Victorian bn~-a-
brae. 1),\ • 

Ironically, Clarke's enthusiasm for Bailey's 'iylc ol'popular publishing \1,'a.< tempt-'red by 

an mtide by a dilTeremjoumalist in th~ same Con/"c/ issue. A lavourable review of a 

wllection of Tom Hopkinson's short stories concluding by expressing the hope that the 

newly-arriv~d Dmm editor would be an "ill(1uence I'or higher standards than the 

disgusting crime-vioIence-sex patterns slval!owed whole from the worst American pulp 

papers and regurgitated in a Johannesburg slum.""" 

Es'kia MphnhlcJc, the fiction editor and reporter ",ho became a vocal critic or 

Dno'" aller his tlepartllre, also felt that tr... popular pres.' was neglecting il< public service 

'" Commi,,,inn or lTlquiry TTlI" (hc Pross. t\n"e~ V II, p. 115. 
'-" Ibid. Annn VIl, p. 93, 
L') A- Cl~TI:~, "T~king Conti"""t," Conmct, t\ugu5t9, 1959. 
J!' "Rcview,," C on/acl, Au~""t 9, 19~8. 
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duties and that its content was too frivolous: "The editorial approach could have gone 

further and devated the reader, there was no upward mOI'emrnt. They-the 

management-used a word. 'uplift,' as in 'we don'! want too much uplift stuffhere.,,"ll 

He also criticised Dmm's ~arbitrary stJndard of what the urban African wants to read: 

sex, crime and love stories," as well as its "use ofSophiatown as the yardstick of what 

the South African non-white should read."' " Bailey deflected such criticism by 

maintaining that Dnlm and the Post were writing about everyday life for their readers. '" 

Thcmba, too, defended thejoumalism in Post as honest: "One of the things that ~Post" is 

achieving just in the course of its objective reporting is to show the population that Non-

Europeans are 'people.' All right we do report crimes, there are crimes, but in this issue 

you will find the story of an Indian and his wife who have bc::en capped [graduated] 

together."m 

In addition to criticism of its sensational content, Dmm's lack of overt politics has 

drawn criticism over the years tor being "self indulgent" and "lacking in political 

commitment."''!· It had no editorial page and did not advocate concrete methods or 

policies that would change the state of apartheid. Drum, though, combined the functions 

of entertainment with more substantial informational journalism, never intending to be "a 

narrow paper of political protest" as Sampson had termed it. It focused on the flourishing 

popular culture in urban areas as much as political reporting, which will be examined in 

the next chapter. Furthennore, because of government intervention, the space for 

'" Quoted in M. Nicol, COlpse, p. 31. 
,,. E. Mphahle\e. Down Second Avenue, (London: Faber, 1959), pp. 187-18~. 
'" A. Clarice, ''Taking Continent," COlliact, August 9, 1958. 
'" C Themha, "U.," Golden City Post, April 3, 1955. 
,,. L. Switzer. "'South Africa's Alternative Pres. in Perspective," Soulh Africa'~ Alttrnat;ve 
Prt;W; Voice, of Prole~t arid Resi~larICt, 1880~-19(i().., (N= Yorlc Cambridge University Pres., 
1997), p. 42. 
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ind~p<:ndcnl JO'lm~lism was shrinking, ~nd contributed to the magazine'S restraint. Doch 

the popular and the politic~l press had to navlgate increa,ing go~unm=t ~cnsorship and 

harassment. 

Censorship; A Tightening Grip 

Like its forerunners, Dmm was working within the constmints of its time and the 

j",,"sonalities who were running it. Scholar Tim Couzens ha, ob,erved tb~t tbe owners of 

Banlu World reli~d on seif-cenS()fShip to hcp the paper out or otliciai hot water, and that 

the most e!Tective way 10 do this Wa' 10 select staff that would keep widlin editorial 

bounds with which the publishers felt comfortable. Paver lold Couzens thaI One reason 

he selected Selope-Thema as editor was Ihal he felt Selope--Thema "'a' moderate enough 

to avoid unduly inciting goverlllllent ire: 

I liked Therna', per-;onality. He was liustrated._ but he was very earnest 
and sincere about the devdopment of his people. lie was a politician bUI 
he was the most bal~nced ofa whole crowd of. well, ",hat one might call 
the mtclligentsia oflhat day and they were very thin on the ground, you 
know, there were damned fe,v_"" 

Paver abo maintained a hands-OIl policy of informal, but coercil-e, censor'hip_ "1 

~ouldn'l pre,ume to put a blue pencil through whal was said, It had to oc done by my 

personality," he >aid_ " I had to say to them, 'Well you know you"1l have Native AfTairs 

official, ",ho are prolicienl in your own languages reading this.' 1,1 

Jim Bailey, too, fell the weight ofpmtocting Drum's staff-and, of course, his 

investment-and admitted dlat he used similar coercive measures. He undoubtedly 

,.., T.. Cronen., "Struggle to be wdep"ndem;' p. 45, 
,. , lbid, p. ,15, 

[04 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

allow",l th.: staff to take risks, but he was only willing to go so far, H~ was particlllarly 

irritawL for in,t3nce, by what he dc<,Crih"d as a "silly" cla;;h with Stdn that kd to the 

.. '<iitor's ITsignution (Wa th~ uSc; of a piclUIT of Althea Gibwn, th~ hlack Am~rican 

Wimhlcdon champion, rec~iYHlg a congratlllatory kiss Ii-nm a whit~ colleague and 

fn~nd, '" Skin had Idl instructions for Can Th~mba to run th~ picture 011 the co\'er whik 

he was on vacation. Hailey pulled rank and compelled Th~mba tn r~m(w~ th~ picture 

from th~ Snllth i\fri~an ~diti(~1. Ix;h~VHlg it would be too inflammatory to th~ 

gov~mm~nt: 

I beli~ved that w~ should take risks when there W~n; important S()Clal 
~hanges to be mad~ hut at no time should we trail our coat and invit~ 
trollhk. I was sensitiY~ tn th~ fad that it was tempting for an editor to 
invik a clash with tlk govanm~nt, lmv~ his papeT dosed down and 
him~jf becom~ a s~ven day hero to the libc;ral cliqu~ nfthe world. He 
could walk ov~r the Toad to land anoth~r job: ) would he; ldt with the ruin 
of the pap~r, the d~bts, at,,1 a Ii ne ,laiT to h~ sa<:k~d. .Ed; torial martyrdom 
is of a curious order-the editor wears the halo, ev~ryhody ds~ goes to tile 
stake. , . ., 

Furious with the editorial incu"i,,,, Ii-om Bail~y, St~in resigned. 

Som~ of Drum's wrikrs hav~ chargcod that Baiky's c~nsor:<;hip w~nt beyond 

toning down content that his stalT had alTeady put together and ext~nded to aclivdy 

dio;couraging them fmm wY~ring iSSll"" sUfT()Unding th~ mines. 'Ther~ was no douht 

ab<ll1t it," said E,'kia Mphahld~, "H~ rBailey] would not touch th~ mines. It was a g:rnv~ 

omission."'" Arthur Maimane also l"ell that, '·w~ ""-~r~ di<'couraged from writing ahout 

the mine&. It was Hajl~y' s children' s inhentanc~." w 

Sampson, though, thought such censorship was not ddibcrak hut rath"" an 

umnt~nlional omission skmming from day-to-day pragmatism. "Jim 's motives WL1"~ too 

'" J. Bail~)', "Letting the (,em~ Ont oftl"" Boule." p. 13 L 
"'Ibid.p.131. 
J .. M. NkoL Corps", p. 29. 
'" Ibid. p. 29. 
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complex to Ii t into a neat Marxist analysis:' he later said, noting that Drum' s target 

aooience was notthc mine workers but the factory and industrial workcrs in 

Johannesburg's townships.]4" "If there wa<; any stICh suppression I WaS not aware of it. It 

was true thai Drum never investigated the gold-min<: compounds, where some of the 

conditions were horrendous; and It probably should have done. But the mighlnt workers 

lived in a totally separate world of our readers," he wrole, ooting lhalthey spoke little 

English Wid thai "news from the mines did not Oow naturally into the off,ce, as did nCWs 

about the conditions in fanns and jails or aoout crime in the townships.,,'41 Bailey. as 

well, answered his cntics by saying that the mine workers were largely iIliteratc and that 

mine manage!' refused to allow him to sell the magazinc on thc mmes.14~ And 

Mphahlde docs rememher that Bailey allowed him a free hand with political st.ories 

However, Drum steered dear of writing about the mincs during the 1950s. 

By the time Hopkinson became editor, in 1958, Bailey had clear ideas of whal 

should be in the magazine, and was not afraid of asking his st.atrlo conform to his 

requirements His grip On the editorial ~ontent Was much stronger than it had been earlier 

in the decade. Feeling that Hopkinson was faltering in his dutics·-including not 

socialising with his slaff and turning DIlJm into something akin to its early incarnation as 

"'too middle-class respectable"-he senl a memo asking his editor to: 

Aim at fourteen important stories every month. They should be made up 
a<; f,)llows: 4 good storics from G.R. Naidoo in Durban, 4 good stories 
from MacKenzle in Cape Town. l11is is a minimum. Three strong 
African Reef stories, one of which must be a tough crime story. These are 
all easily got. A list of all the "fences" in Johannesburg with the manner 
in which they rcceive and disJXlsc of stolen goods would go duwn well. 

" . A. S.mp""n, Drum, p. 232. 
'" A. S"mpsan in J. Sch"dcb<."Tl\ (cd.), The Finest PllOtos of the Old Drum, (Johanne,buTl\: 
Bailey'. Africani'h"\,, ATchioc', 1987), p. 129. 
H. M. Nicol, Corps,", 29. 
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Also on~ Coloured story from the Transvaal, one story frOlll the W~sl 
Alrican cditiO<l. and one up-to-date poli 'ical news story from anothn part 
of Africa si><.mld complete ttle issu~. This last should be written from 
inside the offi~e to avoid ~"pens~_I" 

Internal c~nsorship at DrunJ and oth~r plLblications was (i-amed and influenced by 

a growing empl1asis by tl1~ government on wnlrolling the press. iJlllm was forc<XIlo 

walk an increasingly tine line througholLt the d~cade hccml'~ 0 ('the reperCllssions it fac<XI 

from a heavy-handed c~nsorship laws_ In th~ early part of the I 950s, the Nationalist 

gov~rnmenl had b~en focused on consolidating its p()w~r and kgdating oth~r areas of 

apalth~KL It was not long, l1owev~r, hel()re lhe state [,;,gan imposing new constraints on 

the media. 

Tile Commission of Inquiry Into the Pr~ss, which was appoint(~d in 1950 and 

convened in 1 <) 51, was a first step hul, I ih most apartl1~id legislation, there was historical 

pr""ed~nL "" The N alive Adminislration Act No. 38 of 1<)21, for instance, cri minalised 

etlorts to "promote ill-will hetween groups" and nmld he applied to press reports. [" By 

the time the commission's massive two-p~rt report came out, in 1962 and 1964, the 

gov~rnmcnt had already passed several broadly-worded laws that limitul the pr~ss. and 

the commIssion detailed the measures 'II{oviding for peaceful relations oct w~'ll rac~ 

grolLpS" and the "saf~ty of the state." These included the Suppression o('Communism 

,.., T. 1I0pkin;on,lll the Fiery CO!llblenl, p. liS. Hopkinson quote, directly from a memo that 
Bailey sent him. 
'''' The a'tounding bureaucr"~y ernploy~d, "nd llw cxt~nt of tlw Commission' , ,rudy, i< a 'tanling 
~xample oflhe attention the govemment w", d~voling to th~ pr~",. 'lbe Commi"ion'< rep:m 
proudly nol<.-S thal it <ent out 1,323 detailed q","stionnaire, and received I ,OO~ replies whi~h, 
"tog~tbc'f with lhe lvlemoranJa submiueJ by the puhlic amount to wetl over 1 ~.OOO fool, emp 
page, typed in doubk lin~ ,p"~lnf'." In addition, the p,W Office and S(al~ InfO<TIlJtion Oftice 
kept copie, of.n rr~" r~port; th.( it wos ",ked to (ran'mit abroad tor a ""riod of ,ix month" 
amocmting to" 'l"m;~ring 35.000 forcigl1 press report, from May 1950 lo July 1955. lh~y 
cl""iti~d an the cable. and wfll<)d th~ "rele'·"nt-- onc" oVer to th~ Cornmi"ion. (Commis<ion of 
Inquiry into the Pr~ ... Vol. L p. 21) 
'" Ibid, Vol. 3, p. g 95. 
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Act of 1950, which banned the Communist party and outlawed "any political, industrial, 

social, or economic change within the Union by the promotion of disturbances or 

disorder."m The Incitement Regulations of 1952 criminalised any person who "does any 

act or tbing calculated to cause natives 10 resist and contravene any law or to prevail upon 

them to Obstru~l the administration of any law." This was followed by the Public Safety 

Act and the Criminal Law Amendment Act in 1953, which made it a serious offence 10 

defy the law or encourage anyone else to defy Ihe law, and mandated tough punishments 

for incitement or breaching the peace. 

The long list of censorship laws continued into the Imler halt otlhe d(A;~de. 

Under the 1955 Criminal Procedure and Evidence Amendment Act, individuals, 

includingjoumalists, could be forced to disclose any information authorities deemed 

hclpful in investigations, and the Act could be used to CenSOr reporting in some court 

cases. ll ) The Riotous Assemblies Act of 1956 outlawed reporting on banned meetings, 

noting that, "when feelings of hostility are or may be engendered between Whites and 

non-Whites the right offree expression through the printed written and spoken wom may 

be temporarily curtailed in order to prevent emotions running riot and to give the 

moderating e1etnent an opportunity to assert itself."'" The Official Secrets Act of 1956 

made il a crime to report on govemment-defined stale secrets. 1Sl 

In its report, the commission recommended several additional measun:s, including 

the approval of all stories prior to publication, requiringjoumalists to pay a fee and 

'" Ibid. Vol. 3, pp. 898"900. 
'" C. Merreu, A. Cullure ofCemorship; &crecy and lnlelleclfl<ll Repression in Sowh Africa. 
(Cape Town: David I'hillip, 1994), p. 39; See also E. Potter, The Press as Opposition: The 
Political Role ojSouzh African Newspapers. (Londoo: ChatlO and Windus, 1975), p. 126. 
,,. Commission of Inquiry Into the I'ress, Vol. 3, p. 893. 
,,, C. Merrett, Cen.<<Jrshif!, p. 39. 
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register yearly "ith the government, and SUgg~~lllg the j;mn31ion of a press cooncil to 

&lnction newspapers, without the po&~ibilil)' of ~ppcal to coolis. As Elaine Potter has 

noted, while not all these r~commend~tions were implemented and no actual legislation 

resulted from the it, the gov~mment used toc "extensive and intimidating 

r~commendations oflhe COinmissioll as a weapon" to instil fear in the press and compel 

the New'qlaper rr~ss Umon to Set up their 0\\11 Press Hoard and indllCe further sdf-

censorship" hile still maintaining the appearance of ~ fre~ pre,,,, ,1 ~ 

Jt was not until 1 %2 that tlns Pre:lS Board wrote a Code of Conduct for the Press 

including a crucial clause that would allow grounds for future een:lOrillg of pap= that 

challenged apartheid polici~s: "While the press retains its traditional right of criticism, 

comm~lll should take cogniz<mce of the complex racial problems of Sooth Africa, the 

general gooJ and the safety "flhe country and its people," m At the March 1962 vote by 

th~ Press Board, 25 companies voted lo approve the Board. Only seven companies voted 

against the m easure, OIl~ of them the Bailey Group, '" 

ThLE was also the Commission of En qui I)' in Reg~rd to Undesirable 

Publications, discu'O;~d in the previous chapter, which had be"" 80 ~lanned by the 

"western" cont~nt in magazines aimed at black audienc~s. Its 1957 report had several 

recomm~ndations as welL including setting up a PubIic~ti"n s Bo,u'd withjurisdiClion 

over books, magazines and newsp~pcrs that could ban publicati"ns in pl3C~ of Ihe courts. 

In 19(,(), the tJnd~sirablc Publications l:Ii It which proposed pr~-publiculion censorship. 

,,. E, Potter, Pres.! as OpJ"A'i/i()'" pp. 10~-[{),). 
'" Ibid 1', [!O, 

J" Ibjd 1'.110. 
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· d' ·"'i ,<-was mlmduccd m Parilamcnt an was met WIth a huge pubhc outcry. In 1963, lUe bill 

was passed as tbe Publications and Entc'tainmelHs Act hIlt it excluded tile press. 

Tbese Jaws bad an undeniahle effect on Drwn's reporters_ Tbe Puhlic S~fe\y Act 

of 1\153, for example, pr~sen\"d a \rol!blmg conundrum for Nxumalo and Sampson. For 

!Jrum's March 1954 1 ssue, they had largd~d J ohanll~shurg' s notorious Centra! Prison. 

dubbed "'the Forl,"' and Nxumalo was planning to get hImself arrested So thaI he wuld 

inyeSliga(e:md oh,erve tile prison for a w~"k from the inside. Yet tbe P!lhJic Safety Act 

prohihited anyone Ii-om cIlcoumgmg a crime, and il was So bmadly wriU~n tnal Sampson 

was unsure whether he O[ lh~ magazine would be liahl~ for asking Nxumalo to brc~k a 

l~w in order to get inside tbc prison. In tbe end, S~mps.on gave no formal Instructions to 

N,umalo about the ,tOl)"-bllt made it clear he ,hollid pllr50C it-which solved that 

panic!llar problem.'"" There would be many more, however, and by the time To", 

Hopkmson was in char~e, the cditor5 cxamincd all wpy wilh greal care, lin~ hy Jjn~, with 

lawyers."" 

Th~ hannmg :md shutting down ol'th~ socialist paper the Guardian !lIld~r the 

provisions of the Suppression of Conununi sm Act was ~ pal1icularly chilling incidcnl for 

JJmrl1' s mal)agem~nt. In a May 1 '152 lett~r home Sampson descrihed their anxiety, and 

admitted that J)r"m dared not he "completely out5pohn", 

imet the editor a month ago in Cap~ Town and h~ 5aid he tbought they 
werC sate; but a single simple orocr from the Minister or J usticc has now 
shut th~m do·wn. The important (hing i:; not thai they Me COllUllunist 
controlled-which is not ohvious from reading it-hut that they had the 
higg~s[ sales of any Non-European papcr, and that ihey w~re ih~ only 
paper, oursdves not excepted, w~ d~red to be completely outspoken on 

'''' Ibid. p. 109. 
,'" A S"lllpson.iJrum,pp. 155-156. 
'" T. Hopkinson,ill the Fiery Comille'll, p. 2B5. 
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the side oflhe blacks. The banmng oflhe GUIJrdian make~ us fcellhat 
mocb I",~ safe and Ihal much lllore important. '''' 

111e Dmm staff also dealt wilh haras.'menl Ji-om Ihe authorities, not all of it 

relaled to censorship laws. Photographer Jurgen Sdwleberg and Dolly Rathebe. singer, 

actres~, and frequent Drum ~over girl, were arre'led duling a photo shoot on a mine sand 

heap outside the city, " ... hieh wa'; slanding In Jilr a h<a:h. B""au~e Rathet>t, wore a 

bathing ~uit, Ihe p<Jlice decided they had grounds to detain them under the Immoralily 

Act, whi~h criminalised sexual relations betwem different rd(;es, Johannesburg 

authorities stalled on giving Nat l\'okasa a worX pass to move from Durbllll alier Siein 

and Bailev had hired him.'" Later in the de~ade, when "."iters like Todd Matshikiza. 

E~'kia l1phahlcle, Bloke Modisane, and l\'at Nakasa were tl)in~ to leave the country, the 

authoritie, hdd emigration rule~ over their head~, delaying is~umg pa';sporH, approving 

only exit visas, and refusing visa., altogether, Mod,sane, for example, was refused a visa 

from the government becal1~e he would not inform on the magazine. The auth",ities had 

made it dear that the visa would be granted ifhe helpod them identify which writers had 

writlen certain artides.'" Kaka~a wa~ grallled only an exit visa-he cmifd lea"e but 

could never return, Even performing day-to-day worX activities became fraught with 

diffi~l1lty filr j()UmaIiSl~ and photographers. In a 1~57 Golde" City Pus/ article, Jim 

Bailey complained Ihal police were increasingly harassing rep<Jrters and photographel':';, 

subjecting them to arre~I~, bealing~_ detentions, and on occasion breaking photographers' 

cameraS broken and cxposin~ their film."" 

" , L Clowe" Modernised Man! p. 44. 
," S. SlcLn, Who Killed, p. 119 
J6< B. MoJi"nL.:. fllam" Me "n JIisl",}', (Johann~,b",g.: Ad Donl"" 1 <jglij, pp 271-274 
" , J. Bailey, "1're", Puhlic, and Pohc~:' ",,/dell Cily Pm" January 17, 1 957. 
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Authorities c<llild also ass..:rt control ov~r puhli~atiom by limiting acce>;s to 

govemment-contmlled n'''''splint, which was scarce and expensiv~ t"llowing World War 

11. ,>0 Bc~ausc of produdion ~horta1(cs and mcrca~cd demand, paper was in ~hort ~upply 

aro·und !hc world and th~ ~itu~lion was particularly bad in Britain, \\11ere nL'Wspaper~ 

were in~rea.~ing pric~~ and ~ulling the SIZC ofn~wspapers into the early 1950s.167 In 

SOIlth Africa, newsprint prices had incITa.~ed as well. do·ubling in pric~ between 1940 and 

1950. Th~ shorta1(es w~re not as dir~ as th<.l SC in Britain, but the gov~mmcnl did contwl 

tb ~ sllppl.,. of newsprint in the early 1950s. In Drum's third is.~lle, Crisp admitted lhe 

dependcncc lb~l sud ralionm1( imposcd on the m"gazin~ , and sel1noo to appeal for 

goodwill fmm govemment officials in charl'e of papLT supply: 

Thc VLT)' hfeblood of on~ as w~ hilv~ creilted by our joint endeavours i, 
PAPER arld if the stream of1hi~ life-gi ving ~ulY.;tance is cut or interfered 
witll we do not hilve to describe to you what disa.~lrou~ IT,ults can follow. 
Bul Tile A,fdcan f)nm1 has many well-wi,hers, not only among ilS rcaders 
hut in high plac~s in (hc Im"L We do not beli~ve tbat they will fail us, and 
we do not believe Ilmt they will tail you. l 6! 

H was a wcapon (he govemmmt waS willing to mce, h<.m'ever, if it suited lheir 

PIllI"'"cS. As early as j)~~ember 1951, after being off~nded by Drum photograph, of 

bloch and wh;I~S sh~king hand, and its coverage of'anti-discrimination' news m 

Amcrka. Minister ofNalivc AlTairs H~ndrick Velwoerd thn:atencd to Cllt n~wsprinl 

, .. L. Clowe" Modern;"eJ Mw,:' pp. 39-10 
", "Ilri{i,h N~w'papc'tS Stitl F'cing N~w'p"illt eri,;,," Selli"g, July 195 L pp. 27-29. The editor 
of Ilri"in';; ,Vews t:hronid_ cO"'l'!Oin~d thai n~w"p<illl had ooubl.,j in price in 1950 and {he 
new;;p'pet, which had regol,tly h~~11 20 pa~~, in 1939, had iJ.<x;1I forced to stuiol: to just 6 page' 
hy 1951. N~w'l'rjnt pri"~" in South Africa had doubled between 1 '140 and 1950 (Union SUits/m 
.'0 Years, p. G-27.) 
,01 "Opinion," Dmm, "lay 1951. 
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supplies and, following the Bdhal expose in 1952, he threatened that Drum's paper 

supply would only be continued "on conditi(ID lhey were non-coofrontationaJ.;' ''· 

In addition to legislative threals and other coercion fmm lhe government. Drum 

staff had to contend with imimidation from gangsters. Thc threats ranged from the 

re1allvely mild to chilling, bul some of the reporters who faced such threats wcre treated 

by the Drum managemem with more consideration than olhers. After the magazine's 

first in-depth article about crime on the Rand appeared in 1951, Henry Nxumalo was 

threatened by gangsters and Sampson arranged pmtection for him.17G Laler on, Todd 

Matshikiza had a similar threatening experience, which resulted in his resignation fmm 

the Golden City l'osl. Associates of Ezekiel Dlahmini, a.k.a. King Kong, ihe boxer 

whose murder trial he was covering, held him for several hours and burned his reporter's 

notebook. Hi8 editoc ignored hi8 fears and he quit. Arthur Maimane left the conntry 

altogether because he feared that gangsters would kill him ifhe stayed. 

As had as these events were, they would (mly worsen in the coming decades. For 

example, photojournalist Peter Magubane, who joined Drum in 19505, later worked for 

tk Ralld Dail .. Mail and was banned f(ll" five years for the work he did there. He Was 

later Jailed anc.l sIX-'1lt two years in priS<ID, 586 day:; of which was in s.olit~ly 

eonJi",cmcnl··-a record for an impriS<lDed jolJJt!alist. ' 1 j 

IJrum at the l.nd of the Dccllde 

100 L Clowe •. Modernl"ed Hem? pp. 3940.10 ~ddiliOll, 10 governmeot horns"">,,ot, Clowe, 
describes the finanei"1 diflkultie:s thallJrum fa~d as a result of it, news '~ng. nOling that 
"fler Mr. Drum>, Helhal expose, insurano;;e underwriters w"nted to ioc,.ase Drum' s libel 
insurance. 
nl) Ibid. p. 40. 
III CA Giffard and W.A Hatchen, Tma/Ons/a"ght: The South African Pre,', Under Attack, 
(Madi,on: University of Wi, con<io Pre .. , 1984), p. 1:54. 
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In 1 %1. following the conflict with Bailey over raising Drum's cover price. Tum 

Hopkinson. who had succeeded Stein as editor in mid·1958, left the magazine and Bailey 

turned it over to Post editor Cecile Epri!c. It was the end ofa troubled partnership 

between Hopkinson and Bailey, who had had nevcr·ending skmnishes over money. They 

had clashed over e.>;pcnditures large and small , including Hopkinson's purchase ofa new 

Camera for photographer Christian Gbagbo in Ghana In addition to his effort5 to 

enhance Drum's photography, Hopkinson was eager to expand the East Africa division 

and !mprove the quality of the magazine's printing. He was disillusioned by Bailey' s 

refusal to invest in either area'" Another casualty to marketing and cost·cutting WaS th~ 

fiction section, which was removed in 1957, much to the dismay of fiction editor f<:S' kia 

Mphahlde, because Bail ey felt it was not selling magazines. In tum, Bailey rcmcmbcr~d 

Hopkinson as rather wasteful with the company till: "Tom was used to the expenditure 

level ofFIce! Street. Because we had a public 50 scattered-from Cape Town to 

Zanzibar on the East Coast and to Freetown and Monrovia on the West Coast Our costs of 

distribution were much higher. while our publi~ was va,tly pO')fer and less literate than 

its equivalent."m 

Shortly before he left Drum, Hopkinson had fired Themba, who was one ofth~ 

few original staff members still working on the magazine. Drinking had made Themba's 

work erratic and Hopkinson decided he could no longer tolerate his unpredictability. 

Matshikiza had moved with his family to I.ondon, where his musical King Kong was 

being performed. And Nxumaio had been stabbed to death in 1957-the murderers were 

172 T. Hopkinson, In the Fiuy C"~limml, pp. 35()"358. 
"'J. Bailey, "Letting the Genic Out of the Bollle;' p. 132. 
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never identified or callghL As for [)mm. Baile:. closed il down in 1905 and folded il into 

the Golden Cit" P,,-,L 
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Chapter Three 
"Can We Unite"!"': The Journalism of Drum 

it; pr~,tig:~ and intluence h.we become tremendous. fo,. while it enterta; n,. il 
ch"llenge, 

-Hemy }'·.,umaio. "How Drum Be"t Them All!" Drum. 'vlay. I ~5~. 

After living in Ellgland for mor~ than a d~cade, poet and autlwr Pcter Abrahams 

made a visit home 10 Johannesburg in 1952, During his slay, he wrote an article ror 

Dmm in whieh he assesscd thc statc of resistance politics in the countr)". \lot a r~gular 

m~ml"'r l)fth~ Drum staff, Abrahams waS a local man whl) had made g(l(l(\, overcoming 

a childhood of poverty and publishing his first novel, Ni;!d COIICI","sl, to posih ve rev,,,,,"s. 

He waS a good I;;~nd orH~nry l'\xumalo, who had introduced 111m to pn)min~nt 

politicians on his return to J ohanne,burg. lIi< 1952 article looked back on the changes 

tllat had occurred sinc~ he kft the count)")' and it pos~d a qu~stion that dlC nmgaLine's 

stafl"would return to time and again: "Can we unit~"!" 

For my8df, r would say that the day [)runily has arrived when Coloureds 
and Indians havc enough faith in thc Africans and their capacity for 
leadership as to j[)in, a, individual" th~ African ~atil)nal Congrcss and 
make that the one organisation for all non-Europeans. It w[)uld he both 
National and Amcall. Or are ther~ llOn-Europeans whl) l)bject to being 
called Alhcan'i' 

His support lor multiracial politics in defenc~ of collective intercsts would set the t(ll1e for 

much or Di'1Im' S C(ll1tcnl. hoth political and social, thr[)ughout tm, decade. 

, P. Abraham;, "Con We Unite?" Dmm, July 1952. 

116 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e Tow
n

Abrahams was responding in part to an arlicle by R,V. SeJop<: Thema, the ANC 

leadeJ and editor of Rantlt World, whi~h Thema had published in May of the same year.' 

Thenla did no\ repres~nt Ih~ ma)oril y opinion in the A .. "K, but he did sl"'ak I<)r a small 

bul \'ocal gnll1p Ihat resisled Congress' collaboration with Indian and Coloured gwup~. 

In his respOllse, Abrahams denied Thema's conlention thaI the Defiance Campaign would 

only serve to harden the resolve oflhe Nationalist goverrun~nL Conditions were So 

appalling lor most people, he wrote, that lhey could not deteriorate much more, and he 

highlighted whal he nmsilkred to be Thema's faulty logic when he resisted working Wilh 

other groups: "Is it not e~traordinill)' thatlllO~ e who lind th~msdves opposed to genlline 

llnity lind themselves in the end endorsing, implicitly, ifnot explicitly, the attitude of 

those who rule?'" 

Among blackjoumalists, Abrahanls' ideal of unity had long roots, Tim Couzens 

has observed that most bla~kjol1Tnalists an~r the 1930s Wer~ middle class, litJ"raL and 

nationalistic: 

Althollgh it is easy to condemn thes~ m~n for going overboard lor 
'Ellmpean Civilisations,' lor lh;quent imitations of white nlOdels, 
nevertheless tm: basis of tm:ir phi losophy contained an element of realism. 
They pen;ei\ ed that one orth~ factors which helped the whites conquer 
the blacks of South Africa was the latter' s Ia~k of unity, the fae! that the 
whit~s had managed ~ach tinle to isolate 'tribes' and deal with them 
separately, otten with the assislan~e ofbla~k allies or 'wllaborators," 

Abrahams, however, was indicaling Dnmr' s support lOr not just African unity but block 

unity-that idea that Afri~ans, Colour~d;;, andlndian~ should identify with each other 

and work logether, In the years that foJlowed, Drum would consistently proruote 

, R, V, Sclop< Thcrna. '·Nor,.Eur0l'e .n Political Mow, in South Africa: Moderate African 
OpiniDn Oppo.>cd to Civil Di;.obcdiar"-,c Campaign," A{riclm World. M.y 1 ~:'i2. 
, P. Abrah"m., "C. n We lJ"ilc~" Drum, Juty I ~ :'i 2. 
< T. Couzens, "jhe Struggle ID oc lmlcpcndcnl." p. JJ 
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multiracial politics and working with whites who w~re willing to join the Al\C's efforls. 

This was part of its ef!,)rts to r~sist government aUempts to divide black South Africans 

throu~h both retribalismion and increasingly harsh apartheid 1m. s. 

This chapter examines Dmm's efforts to promote a C<lsmO!X1Iitan identity for its 

city-dwelling readers. Perhaps the most important part orum cosmopolitanism was its 

advocacy of multi-racial politics that Abraham's article discussod-· -which rejected" hat 

it perceived as intlexible and narrOW colour-based politics. It revisited these themes time 

and again, and they underpin much of Drum's political ruK! social content. The magazine 

included C<lnsiderablc coverage of black politic», which Ims oflen been under-rated. for its 

mains tream audience_ 

The chapter also explores Dn,m's embrace of popular culture and life in the city, 

and argIles that, in addition to its political rep<>lting, writing about popular culture wa", 

one of the most important ways in which the magazine lIJld its stalf articulated what it 

meant to t>., modern_ Though commercially motivated in part, its effims to reach a broad 

audience by enteltaining them and wriling about life in the city legitimized their 

experiences as the apartheid state increa",ingly auempled to marginalise th~m. It also 

retlected a growing mix of '"high" cultun:--respcci for education and middle c)a",s 

professional achievemcnt-- and '"Iow"- ,tsotsis, musicians, films, and an ~mbrace of 

shel>e~n culture-in the dynamic city. 
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Resisting RetribaJi<3tion 

Arter the Nationalist Party look power in 194R, everyday life for black South 

Africans became increasingly precarious as the new government formulated and 

implemented apartheid, They passed one restrictive law after another. The Population 

Registration Act of 1950 required all South Africans to register their ethnic background 

with the govemment, the Prohibition of Immorality act of 1949 outlawed interracial 

marriages, and the Immorality Act of 1950 made sexual relations across the colour line a 

crime. The Group Areas Act of 1950 zoned residential areas in cities according to 

colour, and the government established the homelands in 1951. The Reservation of 

Separate Amenities Acl of 1953 ensured that facilities could be separate and unequal, 

while the Bantu Education Act reserved control over black education for the govemment. 

As descrih<ed in the previous chapter, Drum was written by young, educated, and 

urban men who were addressing a large and diverse city audience. Like their audience, 

however, their existence in the city was being threatened by state efforts to retribalise and 

separate urban Africans, shutting most of them out ofpennanent life in towns. By writing. 

about life in the city, Drum resisled these pressures and legitimized the experiences of 

urban residenL •. Even stories not specifically about politics became tinged with the 

politics of resistance. 

Drum embraced mban life, and in large part defined city living as leaving behind 

rural identities.l The city represented a modem present and ruture. The writers resisted 

retribalisation by distancing themselves from tribal traditions, like the use of 

"witchdoctors," lobola payments, and polygamy. For instance, in response to a 

September 1952 reader who asked, "Is a European doctor better Or mOre advanced tllan 

, D. Driver, "Spatial Configuration of Gender," p. 234. 
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an African oncr thc ~dilor simply r~phed, "Yes." II kalured people who e>ehewed 

traditiooal elotbing and instead "dressed for t~ west.'·' 

f)rllm also r",ist~d rdribahsation by writing in Englisb, which could also s~rv~ as 

a umfying force in a diverse community.' It rdkeled, to some degree, r~al changes in 

the way city residents commumcakd, as mOr~ p~opl~ f>;,cam~ literate in English. Wrilc"l"S 

like Themba and Matsbikiza in particular wrote in a coovcrsatiooal style thaI rellecled the 

mdting pOl i"nuences of the city on language. Lcwis Nkosi, who famously described 

Tbemba a.<; the "supreme inlell~clual lsOl,; ," descrilJt,d his writing style as '"fusling] into 

the English language tbe township idiom.'" J"bemba, who loved Oscar Wilde, Charles 

Dickens and Shakespeare, himself described the sense of optimism with which h~ and 

fellow wrilers used English, channelling it into something all their Own. "Here Africans 

are creating out of English a language of tht.ir own: a language that thinks in action, using 

words Ihal dM! back and forth on quick-moving feet. virile, earthy, garrulous.",9 

Paul Gready contends that this uSe or English, while capturing a segm"llt of 

township life, wa.<; lost on a large part oflht. magazine's audi ... ncc and represented an 

escape from reality: •. [ e ]~~n as Omm's creati V~ Engli'h served its main unifying purpose 

• L. Clowe" J/lJ(iernised Man, PI'. 70·75. 
1 B. Lindfors, "Popular T.i!emlure in English in Black South Afri~.:· loum.1 of Southern African 
Affairs, Ynl. II, no. 1, 1977, p. 111-122. Gready. too, ob,enes th.t English was a co,mopolitan 
forco: "'For th. writen, and fur some extCllt the lx""dcr community, Engli'h was U,. language in 
whid, the ""tside world was introduced and mad. available alld which (lpel>e<i up neW horimm."' 
(Po GTeady, ·'t.:l\real Reality," 146.) 
, T.. ",<\(",i. "'Ohituary.~ in E. Patel (. d.). The WililO Die, p. viii. 
, C. Themb", "Pr~fuce," in P. Ruth~rford (ed.). llirkne.~, and Lignl. p. 5. Dn,m publication, 
publi,bed One <>f the fir,! an!hologie< of English language writillg from Afric~, which included 
storie"" from Thcmb •• nd Modi,ane. 
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among the middle class, it still estnmged large nllmbern or l1.lral, migrant, and working 

class blacks who were literate in ditlerGnt vGrnaclllar languages, if at all." LO 

It is llndollbtcJly true that they did lose ~ome ofthelT potential audience by 

rejccting vernacular languagGs. Like ZOJJk, hown-er, the use of English wllS al';ll largely 

pTagmatic for a magazine that was trying to aUrad a8 many re aders as possihl~-though 

not mine labourel',;--from the diverse population in Johillln~-;llUrg and other towns. In 

resptm8e to one read~T';' r~que8t that the magazine pli blish in AJi-ikaans, the editOT 

r~phed: "We'll carryon m Engli8h; lhal'8 th~ language most readers understand'" I 

Through lh~ usc of pictures, howeveT, Drum, like lt8 poplllar magazine peers, WaS 

reaching out to those illiterate in English or any other langllag~, though it is inlpossible to 

calculate their S!lccess. 

Wh~n the ~tal~ hegan arliculating apartheid ideology more clearly. Dmm 

responded 10 il mOre directly. In the September I 956 l~~U~, ZX. ;o.,.fatthews scathingly 

re\"iewed the Tomlinson Commission's Teport, and artieulat~d lh~ feeljng~ of many 

!Irhanised African~: 

But althollgh he did so against his will, the Afrkan has now ",ached the 
po~ition wher~ the ba<;i8 of an interdependent existence for him has be~n 
llndermined to such an extent that he finds himsclf with no alt~mmive but 
to follow the way of inter<kpendence I'OT him to be told in the year 1956 
that he must return to the Reserves and enUeavm'T to r~-cr~at~ lheTe a 
social structUTe in h~ping with a C!llture which the white man ha, do"" so 
much to urnkrmine If not to destroy, sounds strange in the extreme. In 
which cheek has the white man got his tong!l e when he says tlungs like 
this, the Afl;can is forced to ask. II 

,., P. Gready, "Unreal R~"lity," p. 146. 
" Let(cr to t]", Mitor, Drum, October 1952. 
"Z.K. ]vlatlh"",. "Ilack tD the Desert.~ D11Im, September j~56 
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As apartheid policies became mOrC and morc rigid, the staff viewed the 

govcrnment's plans and policies Wilh some reali~m. In, 1956, after th~ removals in 

Sophiatown had started, N:u.malo ohservcd that the Tomlin~()f1 Report could be slimmed 

up inju~t a few word~. "'Out hricfhundle!' For thaI i~ what it 'lUy~ to p"mlanent 

African ~ettlement inlhe urban areas-Out! Bill the question lhat has been nagging 

many people is whether t!Jo,y may assum~ that 'it is a tal~ told by an idiot, full of sound 

and fury, ~ignifying nothing: If only it were'''u 

The maga7.ine cov~red legl~lalion that raised the colour bar even higher, 

highlighting the absurdities of pe<Jple who wel1' reclassified into di ffel1'nt racial 

categories" and writing about people who transcended the colour bar," They expres~ed 

their fru~tration and disatlection with such law~_ When Alfred Ford, a Coloured man, 

was charged under the immomhty act for his relationship with Anna Jordaan, a white 

woman, Nxumalo c0lllmented that: 

... il appears to me that a su~pen"<Xl sentence hangs OVer all of uS in this 
matter. This is how it seems to work, I know already that I cannot 
GOmpromi~e mysdfwith a white woman, even though we might like to 
marry. This knowledge hangs ov~r me lik~ any robust su~pended 
sentence. 't"iust lucky that I don'l have 3ny designs, good or evil, on any 
white woman .• 

In almost every sphere. the magazine promoted multiraciali sm. III the spnrts 

pages, for example. reporter Dan Chod", drafted his ideal all race <;oceer team" ~nd the 

maga7jn~ largeted racisl Olympic sports teams for one of its investigative sturies-later 

-----------'-' R Nxmnalo, "Talk 0' the R,nd," Drum, June, 1956_ 
"For cxaffipl~, "They Once Were Coloured,",' Drwn_ Oc(nber 1955_ 
""Playblaclcl," Drum, Au~""'l 1957_ The article lell, lh" ,(or)' or. whilC couple living in 
Sophi.lown_ 
" H. Nxumalo, "TIIe Talk 0' the R,nd," Dmm. Jonu"r)' 1956_ 
"D. Chodl<), "My All-Race Socced'e'ffi." Drum, M"ch 1956. 
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helping to touch off worldwide boycotts of South African sports teams. 11 And 

Mal~hiki:>:a ~tacked the practice of segregating COilcert audiences in his music pages: '-So 

if this Union claims to champion the C<luse of us blacks, why the heck should they go in 

for segregation and separate audiences and black dates and white dates (angry 

exclamation <L1ld question marksy19 [parenthetical is Drum's.l 

At the same time, though Themba, M<ltshikiza and other Dnlm writers embraced 

western culture, read and admired the works of great English <luthors, and worked for an 

English'lmtguage magazine, resistance to retribaliS<ltion did not necessarily mean simply 

assimilating to western culture or an absence of black pride. Il meant recognizing the 

reality that living in cities h<ld changed people, and they were not going to change back. 

A~> much bter, Can Themba would describe in his obituary for colleague Nat Nakasa: 

"They don't want to bleach themselves," he observed, "but they want to participate and 

contribute to the wonder that thit country can become, They don't want to be fossilized 

into tribal inventions that are no more real to them than they would have been to their 

forefathers, .,20 

The Pupuhu Bhll,k Prc% arid the ANC 

Unlike Lank, which remained purely an entertainment magazine, Drum was 

making an effort to cover all aspects of its readers' lives, Despite the fact that it was not 

a news magazine, its coverage of urban life grew to include politics. Bantu World. under 

the editorship ofThema, was the oolyother mass circulation public<ltion for black 

" '·South Mrica's Colour Bar Brcaks the Olympic Law," Drum, May 1955, 
It T. Matshikiw, -Township Jazd" Drum, August 1955, 
,. C. 'lbemb., The Will to Die, p. 101. 
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audknces that also attclllpt.;d to C()vcr hlack pol itic~. Although its circulati()n was much 

IOW~I', it w,~ 1 In.,,,,' ~ m ~in competition whGn it callle to reporting politic~l n~ws. 

In addition to being a joumalist and an influential comlllunit y l~,~ler, TIlema had 

long been an acli\"~ memb<;r of tlJ<, ANC. lie hild quickly recognized tlJ<, danger~ of 

governm""l mandakd rdrihali8lll. ;\8 ~arl y as 1927, ilfter the first proposab of the 

Heroog Bill~, he warned that prc..\.GlVing tribal :ltwctllrc:l waS a d()llhl~-~dged sword t.hat 

could s~rve to ilid stilte repres8ion and dis~nfmnchisement." I ,ike fellow jounmlists 

H.LE. Dhl()m() and D.D,T, Jahmu, he vigorously opposed the BiIl~ and the ii"an-.,work 

for "sepamt~ de\"el()pm~nt" that they contained. c2 In Ballill World, h~ promot~d the CaU8e 

of African national un ity, and throughout the 1940s c()ntinued t() SUPPOlt inter-racial 

. " clxlpcmtlOn. -

But by the early 1950s Th~ma and BanI" World v..-erG perc~iv~d as acti,'dy h08tile 

toward the ANC Sc~ptical or lllulti-racial politics, Thema v..-a~ leading the conservat.ive 

National Minck:d bloc oflhe ANC and was playing up its ~ignific'lllce in the pages of 

Ranlu World,c; The group had fonned in th~ early 1950s to protest again;;t Congres~ 

clxlperation with the South African Indian Congress and whm it pcrcGiv.;d a" the growing 

inJl",::nce of ~X-CollllllUnists within the ANC. its proponents oppos.;d working with 

WhitG~, Indians and Coloureds. and decri~d the Communist int1uence within th~ ANC as 

a dan~erous and foreign intellectual intrusion. 

\\'ben Thcma retir~d from BanlU rVorld in 1952, he was succec<:lGd hy Dr. J\.f. 

NhlajXl who, though ~)TIIpathctic to the r-;ationalist Bloc, v..-a.-l up~d to 8"" divi8ion8 in 

" T. Couzells, 1"'_ Nf'W A,{n'mll, p. 137, 
" Ibid, P 134, "00 C. Higg. •. The 01.""1,,, rif Fq,,,,/ilv The PI/Me Un", <if T).D, 1: Jabuvu 188S-
1959, (AthCIl" Ohio UmWl';ity Pre", 1 997), p. 102_103. 
'-' L. SwitlCT. "('ap/i,," Commercial Pre'"," p. 54. 
"T. Lodge, Black P(llitics, pp. 38-39. 
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Congress and took a mor~ "n)/]cilialor)," ~ppro~ch to writing aboclllhe AI\C.'" Tk 

organisation'S :lIltipathy for th~ paper remained so strong, howe~~r. thal in 1955 the A0JC 

look th~ unusual step of voting to ej~ct a Smu1I WOJ'1d reporter who was covering: its 

allnual confer~nce. Rqx>rt~rs from the block, Engli~h, and Aliibans press, as wdl as 

foreign corre;<;pond~nls, walk~d out of th~ con rerenc~ in protest. The AN C" S aclion also 

drev,· crit.icism from a young L~wis l\"kosi. who would join Drum'~ st~fflater in th~ 

d~ca{k for inl'ring:mg: {)/] fr~ed<)/]l oI"th~ press. In a letter to lial1ga Lase Natal h~ 

commented: 

Now J had no brief for the' Han/u World,' in p;lrticular and tor th~ way it 
ha, dealt with Cong:re,s, whelhn in il~ reporting or in its edilorials. But I 
do certainly say that this action by Congress was no less 'hoslil~·.. Is 
Congr~~s so immatur~ then: are its policies, id~ologies, ideals so wmk and 
IllCking in l(lrC~ and mighlof Convicl;on that they cannot bear criticism, 
frank appmisals, ~Ild unfavourable cOlllm~nt by th~ Press? II" lhal i~ so, 
who is to blame1" 

\lko'l concluded that he could nol support Con gre~s un le~s it respected the plac~ of 

independent j ouma! ists and their right to unfettered repurting. 

Drum shar~d SOme of the A\lC" antipathy for Thema. In May 1953, I\xumalo 

protiJed his fonna Bam" World employer in the Ma~tcrpi~c~ in Bronz~ secti{)/], dubbing 

him the "most controv~rsial man in black politics."n And, though lhe m~gazine 

pUblished a Maslel1';~Ce in Bronze kature about Dr. Pi.dey S~me wriu"" by Th~ma in 

July 1953, the n~xt munth a "tOfY de;<;crib<;d the older iournali~t and his "ational Mind~d 

"H. Hug!x;" "Dr. J.M. ;\hl"])o "nd JOditor,hip of tk Bantu World, 1453-1957:' (Uni\.:c,ilY of 
Ibe Wit,,,,.lersr.nd: HistO<)' Workshop p'p"r. 1478), p. g. 
2£ L. ~kosi, "Barring ofS""tion ofPre:s. to ANC Cont"'ence (Let" Ik fronk)," r/lmga Lase 
Natal, Dcx:~mbcr 31, 1955. 
"H. Nxumato, "Richord Viclor Selope-Tbema," Drwn, May 1953. 
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Bloc as '"advocatLing] a purely Ali-ican Congress, ~xcluding Coloured~ within Congress 

and advocating apartheid between the non-European races.";! 

Dnlln's attitude toward Thcma and his politics was not so surprismg. The 

magazine was consi stently syrnpathdic to that era' s A:-IC leaderslup and their support for 

mulli-racial politics. Its writers, for the most part, Were not political acti Vl sl<, I ike the 

stall' of the Gwmlian.'9 I:lut. as discussed in the previous chapter, many of them broadly 

supported the A?'>IC and mamslream Congress leaders. In their lack of formal political 

membership, they had much in common \viih many A:-IC supporters, who often were not 

formal memb"", oflhe organisation. The ANC lcaderships' support lor multiracial 

pol itical alliances was attractive to a puhl ication lhal rejected retlihalisation particularly 

hecause, 10 many of !he Dmm writers, Africanist cries of '"Africa lor Africans" hKlked 

suspiciously like retrihali sation in a different gUlse. 

Focusing on the A?'>IC also made senSe l<)\" a puhhcalion that was writing ahout 

life in the city···the A.."lC's base was urban, and it was particularly strong in the 

Johannesburg area during the 195Gs.JO The organisation saw itsel r as the political 

expression of the majority of Africans in the country. though it was still very much in the 

process of attracting a mass ba<e during the 1950s. In 1953, though, the Canadian High 

Commissioner ob>erVed thaI. "rt]he A?'>IC is a great deal more than a political party. 

Representing as it does the great majority of articulate Africans in the Union. it is almost 

the parliament ofa nation. A nation without a slale, perha"", but it is as a nation that the 

" "Who', \\1\0 \t\ Congrel'," Drum, Augu,t 1953. 
Z'i Thc t>nly two Dnm, ",'Tiler< who were formally members of potitical t>r~",ni'~lit>n' wcre 
M(Xli.~nc, who cvenlually joined the PAC, and Mphahlele. wh<l joined thc ANC. 
'0 T. Lodge, Black Pulilics, p. 25 
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A fricall, increasing! y thi Ilk of themselves. "JI A s a non-partisan pllblicati Oil. Dnrm was 

providing reglilar n~ws about the lemler, who were trying to repre,~nt its ",ade,..". 

"One Big Jlront!" I)rum'~ Political Reporting 

Historks onhe South Atncan press often cite D,."m as significant, and rightly 80, 

for its m~,s circulation, daring undercover exposes, and for being at the heart of the 

liter.rry n",,,,,ring in Sophiatown.») Y ct, its coveragc of black politics is ollen 

overlookcd. Switzer has observed that Dmm and other popular puhlications of the 1950s 

were "vi.Jtually devoid of .<.eriOliS n~wS conknt'.)) Choonoo. fllClI.<ing only on the Mr. 

Drum ~xp()ses and the sbort stories, comments that there was "on absencc of political 

anol)"li8 in the stories of the Sophialown writers" and notcs that lt8 journalists 8eldom 

"qucstioned the fundamental structures of apartheid'" or spoke to the concerns of working 

class realkrs. He contcnds that: 

Such prohing analytical reports "ere th~ exe~ption, rather than the rolc. 
The readcT was cxposed to the horrors of apartheid, but lhere were only a 
few news cxposes in On/m during the J950s. Afrieanjoumalists seldom 
'lu~"tioncd th~ fllndamcntal structures of the apartlu:id syskm or paid 
much ~ttention to makill g A frieall working class readers conscious of 
tocsc structurcs. Instcad, they protested against racism on moral gmullds 
and called for the cooperation and hannollY hetween white and black.)< 

]' Quoted in A S"mp'on, Munddu, p. 75. 
" See, 1'01" illSt"nce, M. Ch"pm"n, "The Signifkance of DT1.lm." The Drum Decade, 
(Pietennarit7burg: University of ""t"\ Press. 2[)()\ j, 
JJ T .. Swit7~r, "C.ptive Commerci"l Press," p. 355. Switzer doe, note in hi. dictionary of the 
bl""k pr"", in South Africa that Drum', ~arly y~ars ioclud~d some substantial inve"i!l"tive 
r">xming. {L Swit/"r, Dit'lion",y of Ihe Black Pre,',' in Soulh AFrican und Lesotho, 
(Boston: H"II. 1979). p. 9) . 
.1, N. ChDOOoo, "'The Sophi"lOWn G"",,m,,ion: 81a"k r.ite"!""!)' Joum"li,m During the 
1 950.," in L. Switzer ("d.), South Ajrit'a '.< Alternative Press, Voices oj Protest and Re,is1l1nce, 
18IiO-19W, (New Y ork: C~mbrid&'C Univc"!",ny Pre,", 19')7), W 259-262. 
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Yet. if the analysis is extended beyond the exposes and the fiction, Drum did in 

fact include extensive coverage of the effect of apartheid laws, the move towan! 

independence throughout Africa, and hlack politics, especially the ANC. And it 

explained, in broad tenns, mainstream political news to an audience that wa~ not 

necessarily buying the magazine for its political coverage. As Anthony Samp~ 

commented, watching the political mood in the 1950s change from optimism to 

resistance aud militancy, "[oJur view of politics Wils primarily a shebeen view, but I think 

no less useful forthat; for we saw the new mood breaking into the most resistant arcas of 

alL~ll 

lts political coverage did have limitations. Written for a general audience, 

Drnm's news coverage was only one aspect of a commercial magazine that aimed to 

cover urban black life. and it Wils lacking in many respects. Corning out monthly, it was 

not always timely. Its space for news was much more limited than the weekly Banru 

World. It did not cover every black political movement, of which the ANe Wils only one, 

or every significant event during the 1950:;. And i\ is ~~11ainly true that it mrelycovered 

labour organisations and the mines, and IlIrely commented on the exploitative labour 

structures in the country. 

But Drnm's first article on black politics in Fehruary mmhd the stalt of 

consistent and substantial coverage ofthe ANC and, to a lesser extent, other black 

political organisations throughout the 1950s. The magazine's coverage ofbl~ck politics 

got off to a slow start, and it was in December 1951 that Nxumalo and Sampson first 

attended a three-day ANC annual conference in a townshIp outside Bloemfontein. They 

were two of only five journalists to cover the proceedings--the others were Ruth First 

" A. Sampson, 'The Early Drum," The neal ofDrnm, p. 17. 
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from New Age and 1"0 joumali~t8 from 3 IOC31 p3~>er. Ill{' Friel"l. The ANC W3S 

unaceu;;lomed 10 much al!~nlion from the popul3f press. M3ny of th~ dd~gates had IlOt 

he<:n photographed hdi,r~ and resi81ed having their picture8 t3ken.'(' 

The ConiCrence approvcd pluns li,r the Defi3nce Camp3ign, 3nd Nxumalo' s 

articl e pn:scimUy aJUlounc<:<:i th3t, '·the 195 j conli:n:nce may wd l he looked b3ck on as a 

turning point in the histO!)' of Congress .. ,J' The four-page story also covLTed the Ail" 

Afric3n Convention m~~ting in a nearby hall. and aptly summed up the m3in deb31e;; 

hetween and" ilhin the two ocganisations: whL1hcr or not to pariicipate in government 

;;tructul'es, the rol e of Commlmi,;t~ in th ~ group~, and how hroadly n3tiona1islll should be 

defined. The ariiele concluded that '"there is no indication of Congress being any kss 

independent." as a r~su1t of it;; Communist mL'TTlbcr;;, aJld was largely J1<)~ih ve ahout the 

Congre;;s position. Less presciently, it went on to indicate th3t 3 majoc split in the ANC, 

led by disaffected Arri~anisls, wa~ unlikely. 

The magazine was willing to repol1 critically on Congres;; as well, and it~ first 

~lory 8et an early precedent for critical covcrage. After reJ1<,rting Ihe event8 of th~ 

convention, Nxurnalo wml On Ihe analy~~, in direct and acces8ible language, some orthe 

key weakne~8e8 tlllil plagued Congre;;s: 

But Congres;; ha, many faulls yet to oVCfcome. Dis<:ipline and planning 
ar~ slilliaclo::ing. The valuable 3 d3yS conference i;; 13rge1y wa,kd in 
irrelevant interruplion8, hickering, and too many long-winded speeches. 
Talk mlher than Action i, still th~ keynole, with too much wind and not 
enough ~Xlmt. Congre8S i~ 8till not repre8cntati Ve of the mass of African 
people, and the following is very limit~d. The financial state is ~>eri lous 
Md without money no m3jor campaign C3n be Jaunch~dJ8 

." A Sampson, Mandela. p. M. 
" "Conge"", and Convention," Drum. fehruory I ~52. 
" Ibid. 
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Drum's muckraking investigutive exposes, described !ll the prevwus chapter, 

were an important purl orib news covenlge. However, the coverdge shifted increasingly 

[rom investigative stories to polltical analyses by Ihe end orth~ decml<'--mainly fncusing 

on events in the city. Dfllm provided regular coverage of the annual ANC conrerenc~s 

It also covered the Ddianc~ Campaign, Bantu Educat!(ln, allempts to impose passes on 

women, the bus boycotts, the Sophiatown removals alld impending District Six removals, 

the Treason Trials, and the banning or political leaders. 

The magazine gave the AI'C leadership the opportunity to communicate directly 

with iL~ mass I"'adership. In Fcbn,ary 1952, for instance, 10 accompany a stor), about 

three months of the Defiance Campaign, Nelson Mandela wmte an article e:>::plaining the 

Campaign's goals and calling for more volunteers to join the protests, which WCIT well 

und~,v;ay]~ The ,ame issue included a Q&A session with then ANC-president Momka. 

It publi~hed several intervi~ws with Albert Luthuli,"<' and the MasterplCce in Bronze 

series included several stories written hy and ahout ANC leadef';.41 

Drum also covered power struggles wilhin the organisation. In 1952, for instance, 

it ,peculated on who would fLlJlace James Moroka as ANC prcsident, and later analysed 

the signilicance or LUlhuli's election. And, after a round of arrests, il profiled sixteen up-

and-coming Congress activists who might step in to fiU the gaps in leadership.4l Such 

" N, M"ndc1a, "We Ocfy," Drum, Augtl" 1952. 
"~lntervi.w with Lulhuli," Drum, M"y 1953"00 July 1953; A. Luthuli, "'Huw Red is Cungress;' 
January 1955; G.R. N"ido. "Luthuli T"tb," Drum. June 1 958; A. LUlhuli, "Freedom in the Air," 
Drum, July 1959. 
" ~e, fo,. example, A. Xuma, "Masterpice in Bronze; Dr. RoscOeIT)' flubve," Drum. Angns! 
j 954; J. Ngubane, "MJsterpiece in Bronze; A. W. Ch"mpion," Drum, Oclober 1952: J. Ngubane, 

" Ma,tcrpic~c in Ilronzc: Alben Luthuti," Drum, February 1953; R. V Sdope '!bema, "'T1i , jOlY of 
Congress," Drum. Juty j 953 . 
., "New Fa~e, in Congre .. ," Drum, March 1955. 

no 
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ston~s abOlll l!lkmal politics otlcn mdmkd photos and d~script;ons 0 f Congress leaders, 

which w~re written in an au:~ssible style for ~ mainstream audience. 

Dnrm's repOlters were \villing to a.~k these leaders tough questions. Zcroing in 

~gain on on~ of the main pol; ti~al wntrov~rs".:s wIthin the AN C. ;n 1955, the magazinc 

asked LlIllmli, "How Red is Congress'!" His r~'Sponse acknowledged that there were 

fomlcr Communists in the organisation, but reiterated that they did Ilot cOlltrol the 

organisation's agenda: 

What in fact SOUlh Afriea IS h~anng from the ANC IS the ,'oice of Afric~n 
Nationalism rath~r than communism,. In fact our lask as leaders is to 
make this Nationalism a broad Nationalism. rather than the namm 
Natiollalism of the Nationahst Party ... , I would be much surpriscoJ if cx­
Communists fomlcd as much as one percent of Congress membership_ I 
can q lIite bdieve that the banning 0 f the Communist Party ha., led A fr;can 
ex-Communists In Congress to be more active than before within the 
Congress proGramme; but that does not mean that Congress is becomillg 
morc Communi st.') 

Shortly after, in May 1955, Dr!!m took Oliver T~mbo and the ANC to task for the 

organu;<ltion's percdwd lack of leaoJership ill several key campaigns, especially their 

failure to fimn and communicate a coherent strategy on ways 10 r~'Sist Bantu EoJucation, 

Eskia Mphahlde h<ld "'ported on Bantu Education and the Sophiatown removals for 

Drum_ '"On both occasions," he said in his 1959 autobiography, '·the African National 

Congress "'<IS em!ght with its pants down."H The magazine asked the Ac~C: 

Why has Congress allowcd itsdflO be taken unawares by Gowmmelll 
when It could havc got its plans rea<ly to meet incidGTlts like the \Vestell1 
Areas removal? How is it sueh a weighty decision as that on the scbools 
bo~ott \va.~ alloweoJ to pass as a rcsolution before lhe machinery was set 
gomg to ensurc mass action? Why is it that Congress does not give the 

" "1 low Red is Congr.,'-!" Dn,m, JaTluary 1 '155 
.. E "-fpM"hlele, Down Second Avenue, rp· 1 '10.192 
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people a lead on oil tllesc important polici~,-' Thi" i" ask in:::, in eITed: IS 
CO:.lGRESS YELLO" ':" I Empba:;IS IS Dmlil's_] 

T amix) r~pl i~d thal Con~re<s had not fo iled OcCilUSC Jt had plLt "Lf1iclent pre<surc On 

til!.: );(WemmCnl that it felt it had to lmplement it< policics with j(!rt~--thus e.~posing 

its true naturc_ 

Thc magazine had Clw~m.l hoth th~ \V~'l~rn Ar~as removals and the Bantu 

Education Act extensively_ Botll C\;cnts bad pm11cular ,ignilican,.;e for a magazinc 

>p~aking to ,m lLrban audi~nw-th~ r~moval< ulldenni ned pennancnt city r~sLd~n~y hy 

dim mati ng the ve<tiges of black lar~i ownership in J ohanneshurg. And ,t viewed tbe 

go,'crnment's mOVC to control hlack ~ducation and r~'luir~ lessons in triba I languag~, 

wilh de<:p <uspicicll1. recognizing il as a Significant step toward rctrihahsatioo_ 

In bel. tl;c stall who had hcndjt~d from mi"ion ~docalions--felt SO strongly 

ahout Bantu Edu~alion that, wlnle the mag""'''''' Ilod no oftidal position On how to reSl<t 

the act, it gave implicit-but cle~'~support to the A~C's atkmpls LO hoywtt tbe 

sch,) • ..,ls, In J ul y 1955, lt mtrochxxd u k"on pag~ for the 7,()()(1 children who wCre harr~xl 

from atter~ling sdloo\ becau<e tlley had boycotted L\antu Education. '" rk page ron for 

severo \ months, but petered out ," the boycotts lost stcom. 

rhey witnessed the do<ings of the legcndary S1. Pcter', sch{~)l in Sopllialown ar~1 

1'OIt Ilare College in tbe Eastern Cape with angcr and dismay_ Duhh~d th~ '"Eton of 

Sonb Africa," SL Peter's had educatcd many Dmm writcr, and th~ institution h",1 a long 

lra<iition of" I,r,t duoS> pu",es" of whi ch th~y were proud. Th" I ')54 story ahout thc 

school'< dccision to dose mtller than submit to Bantu Education piCluRxl many of its 

fame .. _" gradlLate" mdlLdin~ 01 i ,-cr Tum boo Pet~r Ahraham <, bo~eJ' J 'lk~ T uli. 3<1<1 

" "How YGlln", i, C<.'.c'T'G"T TJmrn, j\-j"y 1955, 
.., "/\ p,,,;<: for IhG Kmlncd Cbil<hn," Dnlm. July 1955, 
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showed a grollp photo of the six Drum stalTers who had pass~d through its doors. n",y 

fe~red the I imited and inferior ~dllC,dion tlll1t was being for~ec.l on rlltur~ generations 

through Bantu Fc.lucation.47 

"nl~y t~ach p~opl~ 10 think ""re, anc.l th~r~' s no docile acceptance of prej udke," 

wmt~ Nat Nakasa in ~ story abolLt thc last gradlLation ceremony at Fort Har~ t...foTe it w~s 

brought under the new laws. "'None of the students there are likely to s~y "yes Baas" or 

f~1l in lov~ with th~ pass laws.""' Like 51. Peter's. Fort Har~ hac.l ~dllCatoo some of the 

most successful black South Africans. Dmm mac.le an unusual official statement on thc 

dosing. Fort Hare WaS being shut down bec~use "it's doing its job too welL'" lh~ 

magazine commented. With its impressiv~ list of accomplished alumni-including 

Nelson Mandda-dmwn from an African, Coloured, and Indian stnc.lent body, it was 

"making nonsense oflhe 'philosophic~l basis' for ~partheid." The government wantec.l to 

opcn a tribal collcge "10 prove what it wants to prove." bUI .. the world knows why.",49 

Drum was conc~mec.l abolLt thc Slate's threats to black education, but its coverage 

of black working conditions was very limited. like the ANC, which Tom Lodge 

describes as increasingly sensitivc to, but oot "strongly oricnted towards."so thc working 

dass by the mic.l-1950s, Drum \Hote little ~bout union activity or factory and mine 

conc.litions. Historiilll Pcter Limb has found th~1 the ANC brought more atlcnlion-

though still sc:rrcO}--to workers' iSSliCS in the press than has previousl y bc~n rccogniz~c.1 

c.Iuring the 1950s.,j Though rarc since most of its readers were urban, Drum did 

" A. Maim""", "The Death ofa School," Drum, Octok. 1954. 
" N. Nab ... "The Death of Fort Hare," Drum, June 1959. 
'" Ibid. 
"T Lodge, BlackPolilics, p. 74. 
' I P. Limh. "Ali-iean W ork~"TS in the African Nalionali~l Pre,". 1 >'00-1 %0," in L Switze..- (ed,), 
Sm<lh Aji-ic<I 's Resistance Press in P~rspecliw. p. 1 ()<l, Limb "'ntes that, "'[ a]nicles on wor~el''' 
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"ometim~s ~oY~r working condition~ on fann~, and Nxumalo's reports On abu"e~ offann 

worhrs resonaled with r"aders_ His article on Rethal, and Dmrn's follow up In 1958, 

challenged the abuses on moral grounds and criticis~d lhe govemment for failing to 

protect them. But the articles also critiqued the conlract and prison labour system with a 

free-market analysis, arguing that controlling lahour-w~ich they called slave labour-

fostered such abuses by allowing fanners to "by-pass the normalne~d 10 attract men by 

improved working conditions and high~r ",ag~s-"·Jl Th" magazine also investigated 

working conditions on sugar f;mns in Natal." Drum covered worker riots in the 

provinc"s, and ohserved lhat the largely rural Eastcrn Capt', wher~ the ,A NC was very 

strong, w~s proving: to be a "political time bomb,'· ... 

As Dnlm waS making efforts to COVCT developmenls within tlw ANC, it also 

charted the emerging prominence of women, to some extent, within the organiSali(~l-

almosl despite ilSdt: The magW'ine's marginalisation ol'women ha~ been well noted. As 

Choonoo notes, hoth "Dnlm and the Go/dell Ciry J>ost were overtly sexist pnblications 

lhat depicted ",omen as sex objects and mindless consumers of ch~ap household 

good~-"'" The magazine was creating and reflecting an urban male identity for its readers 

that reinforcetl anti "ncoumgetllhe expression of masculinily by asselting control, often 

grievance. by ANC k"dcr_' ,,,,,h~, Waller Si_, ulu ~ntl n~n TI"om<: 01'0 appeared in Congress 
Alliance public"lions :;lICh a' Ukra/llm"nd Figh/ing r"lk, ~ntl in unionj"urn"l., such as 
Workers Unity. I ",fl_wing journal"IS employed Dn,m I" expose the h""'h trealrm:nt of Afric on 
bnnworkc" in lh~ pw", 111i, Wa, a difficultti"", for lhc African pre,,_ Yet. "ilhoullhc ANt'", 
principlcd and programmatic support for African woru,,' right" journali,{, may h~w been Ie" 
inclined 10 lake up wod,~,,· i""uc,_" 
'-' H, Nxumalo, "The Slory "fBelhal," Dmm, March 1952. 
" "Sugar Form,," iJrum, f ebruary 1953: "G"d's Chillun Galla Work:- IJrum, May 1957; 
"Weenen, 'Ibe Place ofWeeping,'- iJrum, March 19$8. See ,Iso follow up 10 Nxunnlo' , Bcthal 
expos'; , "We Call il Sb,"'Y," Drum, fobnmry 1959, 
""Ra,h ofRio{,," Dntm, June 1956, 
"N_ Choon<>O_ "111e Sophimown Generation: Black Literary Journali, m During the 195():;," p_ 
258_ 
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violent controL over women as possessions.: ' It dehumanu.ed them and relegated them 

to the domestic sphere--despite the fact that most WOmen worked and were imJXIrtant 

sources of income for their families-while often depicting men a~ separate hom their 

financially burdensome r;unilie3.!1 

These attitudes were present in its political articles as well. \Vhilc Drum profiled 

Lillian Ngoyi in the MasteIplece in Bronze 3ection. it pictured the veteran ANC 

Women's league activist in her home. sewing. A caption to another picture stated: 

•. Latest picture on .i ilian Ngoyi shows that at 45 she' s ~till a~ good_l<K>king as when she 

was a ballroom danceL")! And though Mphahlele remarked in a stOfj' about the 1955 

ANC convention lhat wOmen were playing a mOre prominent role than ever in Congress, 

he began this observation by ooting not their contributions to the debates, but by 

critiquing their appearance and making reference to their domestic roles: 

And the women were there! In grand style. They had gannents on that 
blended the Congress colours or black, green, and yellow in all 
conceivable pattem~ and ~ty\e~ of skirt, trock. blouse, and head-gear .. 
For the laws oflhe country have now started pots and pans raltling in lhe 
kitchen, and a number ofthing3 are on the b<.ljl.'~ 

Yet, as a magazine that ",.rote about urban life, its ~latf decided that it could 

not ignore government aUempt~ to bring women under inllux control. It ran several 

storie3 about women' 3 fight again~t pa3~e3. 0<) Discu>lSing increasing police raid3 in 

'" L. Clowe" Modernised Man and D. Driver, "Drum Magazine (1951-1959) and the Spatial 
Conjiguration< of Gender:' 
"D. DriVe"!", '"Spatial Configurations of Gender," pp. 236-237. 
" E. Mpllailicic, "Lillian Ngoyi: Gut, and Granite!" Drum, March t956. 
"E. Mpllahlde, "The Atlln Congre ... p-But wilen', it going to go all out"" Drum. February 
1956. 
'" "Will Onr Womcn C"rry Passe,." Drum, January 1956; "Target f<lT Women's Pa,,,,,,:' Drum, 
May 1956; '<""hy Women Don't Wanl Pa",,"'," Drum, November 1958; "We Don't W"nt 
Pass",,:' Drum, December 1958, «Tbe Rattle of the Womcn," Drum, DewmO<-"r 1958. 
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Johan""shurg, and speculating that tlwy W~r~ lnt~nded 10 lntimidate women into 

",,~epting passes, Jl acknowledg~d the difticuit position urhan women, like men, 

lacoo: 

SGiina has n~VL,[ livru outside Newdar~. To her JohannG:lburg is the only 
home she knows. "Yet" she said, "I was told hy a Johannesburg 
magistrate to quit N~wdare. I was given a few months to pad and go. 
WherG will! go? Tht:y might as w.:ll send me to lIobwjaan Spanner 
(B a vmanspo ort)!"" l 

Drum's altitude towards women in politics was contradictory. It rcJk ... :wd. to 

a degrGe, the itn)Xlltant role tlley were playing :md the increasing threats they facoo. 

In Ihe same aniclG wherG he had earli~r h~en di.,,"ussmg femal e AI'le activists' 

hai rstyks and dothes, Ii" example. Ivtphahiele admitted that: 

On the political planG, too, wonK'n havc Come to the Ii)re. rheyare 
making their voic~ heard in the affairs of tile Aliic:m National Congress ... 
Passes for II.., wom~n, Ii,r instance, and tile schooling of thcir children 
under Rmlu Edocation, are worrying th~ir minds. "Leave us 10 handle 
this ail wonwn," sonw said. "We will not carry pa"es," said others. "Our 
daily life is bitter enough, we don'l find rest." "Our men arG humil iat~d 
enough: what should we do wl..,n the time comes for us to carry pas>t:s?"" 
oth..::rs asked.'· 

At tile same tillie, its marginalising attitudes diminished thdr ochievements. 

Dnlm's coverage of government attempts 10 institute passes for women and 

thGir resistance to the moves, like its other reporting, emphasis~d the importance of 

multiracial politics. The magazine reported thai thG ANC \\.'Omell'S I-cague had 

joined with their Indian and Coloured counterparts to re:liSI the laws. and it ran 

" "V,rill Our Wamen Carry Pas"",," Drum. Janllilry 195~. 
" E. MphJhtet ~, 'The Allin Congressl-But wl"'n', it going [0 go all wI'?" Dmm, hbnwry 
1956. 
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stories about women's pass prote~ts alllong Coloured~ and Indians in Cape Town and 

Durban," 

,,'hile most of the magazine's political co,-erage c~lllred on the A\lC, it did 

sporadically cover Coloured and Indian political news. In the fall or 1953. it ran a three-

part "who'~ who" ~eri~~ on th~ ANC the SAIC, and Colol1red political lead~rs. which 

claimed. "'the Colour~ds are waking up!'"'' It then mo,-ed on to a who's wlx' or 

politicians in the newly-created Central Ali"ican Federation and the Gold Coas!."" These 

reports were all short and written in simple language, aimed at a general readership_ 

As the magazine's writers continued their political covemge, their break with 

journalists d sewhere in the mass circulation press b~came greater, In an obituary lor 

Thcmba after his death, Stan Motjuwadi called the writer a "political virgin.'·6<\ 

tronically. Themba hurled the Same accusati[)[! althe late World editor Jacob Nhlapo in a 

1957 obituary. Following the elder jOOrTIalist"s death, Themba charged that he was an 

"ana~hronism" and out of touch: 

With the vilal movements or his time, vilal because topicality pressed 
urgen~y upon them, Doctor \lhlapo had less than nodding acquaintance_ 
The Defiance Campaign, Bus t>oycotts, Pass and Pennit Protests and 
Processions, Riots- these and events of our times that s.cemcd catadysmic 
to us, were to the learned doctor antics of the masses_ I cannot think of 
him as ajournalis!. really. He was of the World- but he was not orthe 
world. I cannot see him in the day-lo-day hurly-burly, the human 
dilemma~ of court cases, thc sparring partnership of domestic iii;', the 
rodomontage or parliamentary d~bate thrice removed from serious concern 
o,er lhe real alTairs of slate. No, of these things th~ doctor Wa~ oosolutdy 
Vlrglll.(" 

'-' s"e "Multi-Race Protest," Drum. Octoocr 1957 and "Meek Women Talk !lack," Drum. 
No,-.,mho" 1 ~57 
"R_ v.n d.". Ro«, '"Wh.!" Cooking in Cap" Town?" Drum_ Octow 1 ~53 
"E_M_ M(epuka, "\\l!:to', \\'ho in Politic. in Central Africa." D,."m, february 1 ~54: "Who', Who 
in the Gold C01lSt," Drum, Augu,( 1~54_ 
.. P. Gre"dy, -'Unreal ReaIHY," p_ 152 
"c. Thcmba, "Dr. Degrees'" Drum. July 1957. 

137 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e Tow
n

Whdhcr or not this portrait is fair, it inllicates how Themba now saw the older generation 

of black joumalists--as removed from mainstream politics and Olit of tooch with popular 

opinion anll culture_ It is also an indication ofThemba's growing personal political 

eonSClOusness: 

1 r~memt;"r onC~ when he gav~ me a lilt in his Car from Evaton to 
Johann~sblL[g_ ... 'Man: he said to me, 'is Goo's ma.,t~rpi ~ce_ The 
potentiality thm God has invested in him isjllst infmite: I pondc-rcd a 
moment, then asked him, 'Hut, Doctor, what can we do about the slums of 
Kewclare and Shantytown?' Evenhan<kllly, he said, 'Yes, hut the g:r~at 
thmg: atthi, moment is how we can improve the spelling of Sesotho, to 
make it more logical. more intelligible.' That was the Doctor. Almost like 
Doctor faustus, huh?" 

Drum kept lip its effol1s to cover the main black political developments. In 

intervi ~w", many AKC ka.krs---like Tambo's 1955 discussion of Communist influence 

in Congress-warned of a grov.1h in what they callell "lInhealthy nationalism." The 

magazme was beginning to take note of these events. 

Tht' Africanists 

In the mill and late 1950s, the D",m reporters devoted more coverage to the 

~m~rging: group of Afrieanists in Congress. According to political scientist Tom Lodge, 

the Africanists "ere I ~d by "yOllllg militants" who rejected multi-racial alliances and 

thought that white participation. in particlllar, would undermine both the indLl'Cndence of 

the movement and its effcctiven~ss in rallying the African hase, which was ready to 

challenge the govemmmt: "'Etlmie nationalism was a natural predisposition among the 

masses; all that was n~edell wa., an effective iocological articulation of popular 

,~ Ibid 
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conSClousness by leadership lor the masses to rise:"" These ideas had old origins in 

hla~k politj~al thought. Africanists, like Allton I.emhed~, who lormed the ANC Y oulh 

League, were an important influence on lh~ more mililani generation of young Al\C 

leJd"rs who came out ofthe Leaglle, like Mandela, Sisulu, and T ambo, who laler rejecI~d 

their view or Alrican nationalism in favour of a broader, muJti-rdcial South African 

nalionalism.7~ 

In 1954, Dmm paid trihute to the late Lembede in ils Masterpiece ln Bronze 

",dion. Lembede was worried lhal Afri~ans suffered from an inferiority complex, lh" 

article said, but il portmyed him as a nationalist, •• not a raciali,t" 'l In May J 954, Peter 

Mda, another Youth Lea~lle lounder and dose ti-iend of Lembede's, contributcod a 

M""l~rpwce in Bronze about Jordan Nguhane. Mda him.sell'was a fierce intellectual who 

providcd much of the Africanisls' politicHI philosophy." 

As the decade continued, Dmm rq>orters noted the Africanist cont1ict within 

Con~re,". Tn its summary of the 1955 ANC oonrerenc~, l'or mstance, Es'kia \1phahlele 

nOled that, ·"[t]he old, old story of African ism versus Congress of the People came lip 

again.")) He went on to descrihe lhe contro"C-TSY surrounding a lettc-T Dr. Xuma had 

writtcon. accusing the ANC 01' ahandoning ils 1949 Programme of Action, which in 

addition to spelling oul a new slrategy for mass action also rallied people to the cause of 

African nationalism, though it never delined "xocUy what that meant.)' The ldl<;r 

"T. Lodg~, mack Politics. pp. g3-M, 
',~ G. GCThart, Blad Power in Somh Afrim: The E WI/"Iion <1 "n Me%g", (Rcrhky: UnivcT,ity 
ofC.lit'orni" Pre,", 19n), PI', 116-123 . 
. ,', "'Amon L<:rnl>edc: The farm Laboorer who bec.me a Brilli"nl Politi~i"n," LJn<m, Jamuuy 1954. 
"G. GCTh"rt, Bl"d Power. 1'1',125-135, 
"E. Mph.h1ek ·'Th~ All Tn Congr.,,;,'-Bm wben'. it going to go all out'!" Dr""" February 
1956, ., 
, G. G~mart, Black Power, p. 83 

• 
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aura~kd ACricanist supporL in part rn,cau.,e It wa., embarrassing to the A;\C leadership, 

and Mphahlek noted that 1t would r~maln to be Seen if the Afiiconists could liSe Inciden(s 

like this to wrestle control ofCongreso. Iftlh';Y did become a j(,.-~e, thev would draw 

suppon from young: int ellectllal~, he wrote." 

As the divi~ion became d~eper, how~vcr, Drum beg"n (0 write more aix>ut lh~ 

split. with increasing: alarm. In early \<)58, almo~t a year bdore the formal split and the 

fonnation ofthc Pan-Aflieanist CongJe5s, Can Themba wrote an article, baoically an 

opmion piece. about Pollako Leballo and the Africani sis. He called it '·Politic.' Gone 

Crazy." Themba regarded the gJ01lp with great distres~. viewing their pla!form as a 

d'"'gemu,> renee(ion oC!he race ~xlremi.'m that the \rationalists expounded. lllOlIg,h they 

had always been presen.t in Congress, he "Tote, the Africanist influence Was growmg: and 

!hey were prc-paring to force a showdown. He also compared them to Afrikaner 

nationalists, )uxtaposin.8 quotes from both sets of leaders ond commen.ting: 

TIlere is this new extremism, this Black Brocdcrbond, which is wa.-king: 
along: its own particular line~ ., .. And even what ha~ ~'n happening!o 
them i., similar F,,.- years they were kept in the wilderness--both of 
them ·llntil they each iound a slogan packed with infectious 
emotionalism. 'Apartheidl ' 'Afl'ikal' It's almo~t alliteratively the same," 

ANC leaders, however. continued 10 publicly deny the seriousness oCthe split to 

DIl,m. Nelson Mondela would later recall that he ond other ANC lcooers Ildd 

underestimated the seriousness of the division themselve~," Two month.' lat~r, an 

editor's note acknowledged the uproar and criticism caused by Themba'.' article. The 

. , E. "Iphahlele. "All!n Congress." Dmm, February 1956 . 
•• C. TherOOa, "Politic, vone Cr"zy." J) .... m. t ebrum)' 1959, 
"Mandeb later ocknowlcdged that he "underestimated the threat thm Sobukw. rer",,,nlO<i lO the 
A};C, and the "Pf",ol of the l' AC' 5 nati'MIJlism 10 young blad, inl.lleclu"I,. H~ w"s now facing 
his first , .rimlS political challenge: a,1d h)~ing back forty year:< later, he wool,l "',"-),'IIi," 
Sob ukw. as his m",t f,.-midabl. rival (A Sampson, Mamlda, p. 121)." 
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magazine also published a leller from S. Sc'gale o['lhe Sophialown AKC branclt, who 

rcfllted Them ba' s ~harges_ -'The word' Ali-ieanist' IS a dream oj" the opporlum sts who are 

nothing ebe but trouhle-makers in the A.."C,'- lte wrote. Them ba' s response challengw 

Congress to confront the "problem" ralher than altack him for wriling facts: 

What beats me is lhat CongrL"s~ leaders knmv th~Te ar~ Altkanists in their 
mid~L They know whallhese Africanists preach. But tlwy shy orr Irom 
Ihe wonL not >0 much as irit is a swear word but as if Africanists don't 
eX1S!. .. Oil-ho, so Africanists dOI1't m,isl' Wei!, the olher day a group of 
Congress extremists, ~alling themselv~s Arri~ani~b. carri~d oul a raid on 
the ANC olTi~es in We~t Street, Johannesburg. They scooped olf some 
dOClUllents and D.lrniture. and said they were laking over the control of 
Congress. Previously, lhey had tahn away a neW ~ar lhal Congress had 
bought and pUll! in a city garage." 

In November 1959, th~ group broh away from the ANC and formed th~ Pan 

AfricanlSt Congrcs~. Themba descrihed the acrimol1ious final split at tlte annual 

conference in the Dc~~mbcr 1958 iS~lle_ In February 1959, Casey Mo!sisi intL'Tviewed 

Josias Madzun ya, the ±1amboyant ';f'okesman lil[ Africani sts m lhe Transvaal, who would 

short.!y be pushed asid~. In !he protile he poked flm at :.tadzunya's country backg,rolmd, 

saying that he came to Johalmesoorg in 1931, "'like all wunlry humpkin.,." thinking tltat 

the str~dS w~r~ paved with gold_ When he rnamed in 1952, his pareNs selected his wife, 

paid the" necessary dowry" and, Molsisi notud, "mailed her !o her hu~hand:'" 

But Dmm soon recognised lhe newly-fowed Pan-Afri~anist Congress' potenlial 

a~ a signiticant political for~e, The organisalion' ~ strong populi st message and emphasi s 

on psy~hological freedom by moving away from "white" standards of beauty and culture 

had a wide appeal. The new organisation lound its base among young, urban men, who 

'" C. TIl",nba, "Who oay' there are NO Africani,j,,!,, Drum, April 1958, 
'"' C. MoI"isi, "Wha{ Make< [Jim Tick", Loud'!" Drum. f ebrual)' 1959. The article abo qllestions 
M",lzuny"'. anti-Coloured comment, and poke, fun a{ hi, h"n-ed of the press, which he claim.>, 
over mKi 0""-, alwa)-~ "{wi« hi< words." 
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were not neces~arily more worhn); class (han A._\JC supporters but were underemployed 

and fmstra( ed by th~ir inability 10 "break inlo the ranks of the petty bourgeosie. ,,«) The 

magazine profiled newly-elected PAC president Robert Sobukwe in l\O\·embcr j 959. 

trum~'ling his organisation as "(he voic~ of SOlllh Atl;~a' s bl;stlmg, blatk 

na(ionalism."" The articl ~ allow~d him a ~hante (0 spell out his views and included 

none of lh ~ not-so-subtle jibes of the Madzunya profile. . . 

lust a year after writing about Lem tJ<,de for Drum, Mda criticised the magazine 

for "reflecting a spindess liberahslic philosophy" and gklfifying "the fad~ and foible~ of 

th~ most degen erat~ classes among the Western nalions."'· Al1lh ~ sam~, though Dn/m 

wn(inued to favour the ANC and its multiracial policies. as a non-affiliated publication it 

continued to cover PAC activities. In I %(l, Drum r~porters and photographers were the 

only media pl'e~ent to witness the PAC-organised prot e~t against pass laws which ended 

in (he brutal Sharpeville massacre. The images they captured shocked the world. 

And, although Mda had criticised Drum's politics, he recognised that magazines 

like Drum and Zonk encouraged black pride: 

fhe in(rodu~tion of pidoriais and monthly journals in ",(hi~h Afii~ans 
fea(ur~ promin~ntl y [has 1 r~ \'ol utionised the enlire fi eld of.ioum,~ism 
among Africans ... [and has] strock deep into the social life of the Afri~an 
peopl ~ in t"'HIS in partkular .... These wekome th,m~es [hU\·~J had an 
immediate impa<:l on lhe psychological make-up of our people. mOre 
especially the youth_ The re~ullanl leehng among vast sections of our 
people [is J (hal of self-importance ... When people begin to realise their 
own intrinsic importance as human I.,., ings, lh~y ar~ on the road to full 
nationhood. It is only one little step to a consciousness of rights, mill 10 an 
awareness of the anomalous position 111lder ,,"hich vast sections of the 
p!'ople are d~ni ed e1 ~m~nlary Ik'm\x:ral.it ri ghls. 1\0 doubl (he monthly 
journals ,md pktorials have served in no small way to destroy the sense 01' 

'" G_ Gerhmt. Black l'ower, pp_ 115-217. 
11 R. Sobukwe, "My Jdea ofAiiica in 1973," Drum, November 1959. 
" Quoted in G. Gerhart, Black l'ower, 129. 
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inferiority and futihty which have calcrJ into the v~ry vilal~ of our national 
I·, "' " 

Coverage of Africa 

For some time, journalists and inteU""luals had been i{H,kmg to the South African 

pasllO create a llarrahvc of unity_ Tim Couzens charts the cvohltions in H.I.E. Dhlomo's 

writing and worldview in th~ \ 93& and 194()s, which changed profoundly after the 

HertlOg Bills of 1936 became law. Dhlomo had promokd lh~ ideal orlhe New African: 

elite professional men who were dell'ihalised, urbane, pl\lgressi'-e, and ready to share in 

leading a rnoJcrn Smith Africa. Increasingly frustrated will! the POOT prospects [Of. and 

pace of, political change, however. Dhlomo' 5 writing became more nationalist later in his 

life, and drew "_~plicil1inks to the rC5ist~c of ohkr African generations to inspire united 

resistance in the cllITen( genera(ion." 

Willi e Drom's writers had a perspective distinct from their mission-lxhlcated 

predecessors in the earlier black preS5, lhere were contin ui ties as well, Like the "new 

Africans" who had gone before (hem, the Drum writers, too, frownet! Oll ullnecessary 

tribal divisions, were urban, and were interested m using art and literature to forge a 

modem identity. References to a shared pasl appeared occasionally in Drum"s pages as 

well, thmlgh generally not from its regular writer5. Thema's 1953 piece on Seme and the 

founding of the ANC, for instance, compared Ihe orgamsation's founding meeting to "a 

gath<--ring, if I may say so, of the departed spirits of (he African race, among whom were 

5uch men,,", Sandilc, Tshaka, Moshoeshoe, Cetycwayo, Moroka, Khama, S~khukhllll", 

" Ibid. 129 . 
.. T. Cou~cns> The N~w Aji-ican, """ particularly {he conclusion for a nice ,umm"ry. 
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SOlshanganu- and Rampulall3..··" Jordan Ngubane. too, lrinl 10 draw links with lhe pasl 

in h15 Drum articles to nllther the cause of African unity in th~ present. In a positive 

review of H.l.E. Dhlomo', play" N I ,i kana,"' he: paid tribute to the commoo history that 

Dhlo\1lo was trying to forge: 

To me, our falilers did more lhanjust 10rm a political alliance in 1912 
when they brought into being the African National Congress: they created 
a new naliol}-lhc African people .... The history, achievements. failures, 
vlrlues and yices of each group became the commoo prope'ty of every 
African. The Prophet Ntsikana, for example, no longer helooged to tile 
Xhosa; he belonged 10 all of u,. So did Hintsa, Magqoma, Moshocshoe, 
KJ'~ma, Shaka. Dingane: so did Rubusama, Jabuva, Plaatje, DlJbc and 
S " . eme. 

Dmm. of course, wu-s oot lhe firsl 10 make ~onnections wllh past South Alrican leader,. 

But, as by !ar lhe widest rr:ad publicatioo aimed at a black audience in the cowllry, it 

presenled Ihese ideas to people who may no! have beeo eXJlO""d 10 them before. 

More than an}1h.ing else, though, /)mm's writers "·ere lookiog to other \1lodeh-

located in the present--to inspire modern blade unily. One olthe first places Ihey looked 

was the United Slates, another country that was socially organi,ed around a system of 

white supremacy. The first issllC ofDllIm began with a poem by the black American 

poet Countee Cullen, who had contributed to that country's literary Harlem Renaiss41oce. 

Again, Drum certainly was not the first to emphasize the connection between South 

Attica and the Uniled Stmes, but Rob Nixon has noted that, io its writings about urban 

life aod effort, 10 resisl retrihalismion, "much of the ballast for this cosmopolitan dream 

came finrn ahroad, above alL fmm Ihe Americans 01 Harlem and Hol!y,,:ood.,,17 

' .< R.V. Selop" Ih~~. "ITow Congre", !legan." Drum, July 1953. 
'" J. Ngubane, "Durban DiaIY," On"". \.fareh 1~5J. 
" R. Nixon, Homelands. Harlem. ~nd H"llvw"od: Sourh African Odmre and [he World Beyond, 
(1s""ew Y o,.le ROlllledgc, 19'14), p. 41. 
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An affinity for, ami identilication with, black, urban AmLTl~anS, induding their 

leaders, musicians, and writers, would remain strong throughout ti.., 1 ~ 50s. Many 0 r' 

Dmm's writers and f"a<krs telt a kinship with black All1L'1:kans who also lived under 

segregation and were struggling agaillst a repressive white govemment. A 'May 1952 

fcarure onlloward University in the U.S. acknowledged this fascination: "Because the 

A flicans are so long interested in the alTairs of Americans, particularly \legro Ameri~ans, 

we want to give our readers a little in t(mnation about a great Negro Uni versit y, "S ! There 

was great pride in the ochievements ofhlack Americans, and patticularly in the early 

years, several prominent black Americans were proJiled," TI.., writers felt a parti ~ular 

oonnection with Harkm where a similar black cultural renaiss~mce, also in a post-war and 

industrialising ~ontext, had taken place thirty years earlier, and wrOle about life there. \0(' 

\Vhen he arrived in Harlem after leaving South Ar'ri~a on an exit permit in the I %Os, Kat 

Nakasa commented on the kinship between the two places: "A lot of Harlem's battles and 

pre,x:cupations arc liD different from mine. The people arc still lighting j()r a pla~e in the 

sun, just like me,,'~1 

Articles about Ameri~an' provided cultural models, and Dn,m's interest in how 

black Americans lived remained imporl~mL But, during the 1950s, kv.-· DrlIm stories 

analysed the civil rights struggle in the United States in any detail. As the decade went 

on, the majority of stories about the U.S. leJl(kd to highlight black Americans who were 

successf"l in sports--lIOtably a long series on boxer Joe Louis in 1957 and 1958--and 

" "'}:egro L'ni~=il.y," Dn,m, !Vfay 1952 . 
., See "1\'la't~~ic"e in Bronz." f.ature, about }tJlph lJ"n"h~, D",m, April 1 ~52; Waller \1,!hik, 
Drum, ",breh 1953: l.ang.'ton I Iughe" Drum, September I ~53; George Wa,hinf\1on Carver 
Drum, July/Au"",,! 1~51. 
"" "High Life in Harkffi-" Dnan, June 1932 and '·Mr. Drum Visit, IbrIcm," Drum, M,reh 1~~8. 
" N, Naka", "Mr. N"~a,. Go" .• to Harlem," The World olNa! Nokasa. p. 116. 
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ent~rtaimnent, such as long featur~s on rnusicmfls Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington, 

['he regular fcatllre J'\egm Notes From the USA waS pha<><:d out in early 1952. 

Stories about pohhcal d~vdopm~nt~ in th~ r~st of Africa w~r~ taking their place. 

['his is not entirely ~urprising, sinc~ th~ "wind of chang~" Wn~ blowing in AJi;ca well 

before Bntish Prim~ Miniskr Harold Macmillan pointcd to thcm in his i 960 sp.xch 10 

parliammt in Cape l'own, Inspired by thc moves for indepcndencc to tbe north, Drum 

bc<,;an writing abollt succes~es and prog"'~s towards sdf-govemment in Africa The 

magXljn~'~ S~pkmb~1" 1954 editors' note, in a trumpet blast of self-promotion, akrl~d 

rcaders to the changing focus: "But Dr",,, tri eS to show you as much as possibl e of your 

contiocnL We have correspondents in all the main centrcs of Africa, who tell u~ what'~ 

going on. and scnd us pictur~-" and features. In the ocxt r~w months, Dl"1lm will be giving 

you more and rno", news from th~ difr~1"~nt parts of Africa,,,n Th~y cov~rcx:l th~ mOveS 

toward sell~rul e in Engli~h-speaking Africa and cOllllectcd South Africa to tbe 

burgconing political empowennent of its neighbourn to U'" north. A July 1955 article 

proclaimed: '"The Gold Coast and Nig~ria arc on tbe march to sdf-gov~mm~nl, and w~ in 

tbe south a", arnong the fascinal~d ~peclators oflhe worid,"'1J It waS an 

acknowledgement of the growing connection that some black Soulh AIi'jeans felt with 

their ncighbours. 

Evcn if, in pari, tbe increased ~mpha~i~ on Alnca was connected to Bailey'~ 

desire to el<pand the g~ographical reach of hi~ publi~hing empi"" r~ad ers seemed pl ~a,ed 

witb tbe change, Inside and outside of South Africa, readers were eOl:hilarated by news of 

self-rule. A March 1955 letter from John Kiganya of Tanzania commented that, "[o]tten 

""Letter from the Editor, " Dn"n, September 1954. 
" ·'Road 10 Self·Govcrnment" Dn"n. July 1955, 
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when I read f)mm , have I(lUnd that it deals with happeninr;s in South Afriea more lhan 

in the rest of Afli~a; bUI when I saw pieillres of Kibaka ofBlIganda, I realised thai Dmm 

is covering the whole 01' Afn~a and the world." In September 1955, Toz Mill: orport 

Elizabeth enlnU8ed, "1 couldn'l believe my eyes ",hen ltllrned to page 17 of the June 

Dntm and I(mnd Sudanese beauties and the Prime Minister of Sudan. Go on, Mr. Drum. 

Keep your cameras and your reporters ~ombing every part of the ",orld in which black 

people live, We want to see more of lhal lype 01' I"calure in your magazine." 

Wriling aboul Arri<:an countnes that ,,,;ere moving forward and taking control of 

lheir govenllllents was also part of Drum's larger efforts to loster a modern and 

cosmopolitan identity for its black reader;. H provided another model-located in the 

pre8ent-lo encourage unity. It was also yct another way of resisting the isolatioo and 

stagnation of rctribalisation. A 1959 featurc on meetings in Ghana to explore the ideu oj" 

a regional union of independent ,late, prod aimed: "Th!. idea or a Union of West African 

Stotes ha~ thrilled through the whole continent, and every black man, almosl, ha~ 

responded to the first ~tirring, of the • Alikon Per;onality'----ev~ry black man light down 

to the tip of isolated South Atiica."" Readers could find a ~teady stream of storics ahout 

moves towards, and struggles fi}r, ~elfrule in Ghan~, Kenya, Nigeria, and Uganda." 

.. "Will There Be a Uniled Stales of Africa'!" Dl1lm, January 1959. 
"See, for" few "","mples: "Elcc(ions in lile Gold CoaM," Dn,m, April 1951: "Drum Visits 
rohana," Dl1lm, Oclober 1951: "MaSlL-rpitte In Brot\7e: Kwarne Nknl1t\ah," Dn"n, Nove1t\!K.,-
I ~51 > 'The Exiled K<. b"b," f)nlln, November 1 954; ··Road to Self GO\·Lmmem," Dmm, July 
1955; "Kenya', Future," Drum, November 1956; "Ncw Afric"n Blood Sweep, Kenya VOle,," 
Drum, May t 957; "/I. M"n to \""lch: Julius NyerL.,-e," Dn"n, neccmt>er 1957; "Northern Nigeri" 
Hails it< freedom," Drum, Augu,t IY5Y. 
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Clo>er to hom~. Drum's correspO/ldem in Rhode~ia, Stanlake SaJllkange, \Hote about 

~~gregation in tlw neighbour to the north, 08 w ell as ~ucc es~jul blad Rlmdesian8.% 

Th~ magazine began looking beyond Ajn~a as wdl. H was limling ~onnediolls 

with otlwr people who had experienced politi~aL economic, or social di s<;nmmatioll. and 

nOled their moves towards illd"pendenc~. In 1955, Es'kia Mphahlclc wrote about a 

meeting b.ehveen African and Asian leaders that ANC ob~erveI> had attended: "Africa 

and A~jo have ~l)(lken and the rest orthe world has heard. U was the voice or more than 

half the world's population," he wrote. "What th~ c<.>nference achieved was to show the 

Western world that the East and Africa can "tand on their own in international affairs."O) 

And the magazine wmte about n", Unikd Nations, and black South Afn~ans' dforts to 

lI.~c tbe international body to take up their cau>e.~' 

Drum's growing C(mSG)(JUsness of its connection to bla~k pwple in other 

countn~s was reflected not ju~t in the magazi ne' S content but also in its language. H emy 

Nxmnalo described a Jammcan professor's attempts to label the community in a 

Nowmber 1953 column: "'\Ve've labelled the jalr-~kinn~d rdCeS 'white,' sh~ ~ays. Why 

shouldn't they r<:tum the compliment and call US 'black'? ... All black p~opj e are not 

Afriean~,ju~t a.~ all whik pwple arc not English."''''' Though not eon~istently, Dntm's 

stories began to us<; the krm bla~k to rd"r to African~, Indians and ColOlITcds. Black 

Consciou~nes~ l eader~ would lakr demand that th~ whit<: press liSt; thi~ terminology in 

.. See, for ~'Xample" "H. W. Chitcpo: R n",k,ia', Only mock Advocote:' Drum, March 1955: 
"TUTTle<! oul of Station R~'"taurant," Drum, Janu"ry 1957; "C.n They )l.bke a Go "rit in the 
North?", Drom, June 1958. 
"E. Mphahlele, "Afro-Asia Tell, The World," Drum. June 1~55 . 
.. Z.K. Matthew,. ··UND.:' Drom, JJnual)' 1953; "African Stat\e, Can Sway U.'\; .," Drum, 
November 1 %0 . 
.. H. Nxumalo, "Talk o· the Rand,'· Dmm, Nu\Cmbcr 1953. 
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the 1970s."x) In yn another way. the magazin~ was sug:g:~Sling: to realkrs that they 

should vi~w themselves as both A fi'kan and hi ack. unJ'Iue hlLt connected to others who 

experienced di scrimination in thei r country and the world. 

"What We Stand For-·And '''hat We Stand Agaill';t" 

From tim~ to lime. Drum procbimed that its investigativ~ stories aimed to 

improve the living wllditions orits reackrs and other black South Africans. But until 

1 'lSR it had neVer s~lt out its editorio.] JXllicy ill detail. This was partly oc~aus~ editorial 

policy was fluid. dql<:nding on Its editors and circumstances. Decisions were oHm ad 

hoc. "),Iost of the articles were put dO'W"T1 on th~ t yp(;writer at Whlk heaL" Sampson 

re.:all ed, "reacting to sudden ocws or last-minute deadlines." I ()I 

But th~ magazine was forced to slate its aims in mor~ d"lail in 195R. after heing 

attacked in an Afi'ihans n~wspap(;[. The newspa~r hoo published all advertisement that 

reprinted ac~llsations from the full Tomlinson Report: 

This mag:lLine carries an anti-White messag" to th~ masS(;s alld its 
outstanding featur~s arc stimng: up a feeling of discontent and reporting On 
th~ sL"Ilsational. The European employ", of the Bantu is til(; sc¥§oat 
who is allswemhk ror all the pleasant things that the Bantu Jack. to 

100 Black C omcic' :"l"''' leaders rejected the term non-whitc bccau'c i( implied that there wa, a 
' 1"J](lard of whitencs< that wa , not bcing met, and they lobbied (0 have it rcplacC<! wIth the term 
b1a~k, whkh would rcfet to all pcople who had be~n politically, ,ocially, and economically 
di'~riminated againsl. TIle Rand Daily Mail was the fim of the white-targete,t newspapers to 
,witch 10 this t= afle, 1972. (M. Vi,ikhungo and D.R. lloward. "Repre,enting Blackness, 
Steve Biko and the Black C on.ciuusnc« Movement>" in M. Adhikari L. Switze, (<>t:Is. j, South 
Afi-ica '" Resis/ance Press. pr. I~O"I ~~.) 
'" A. Saml"01\ "ror~wa,d," in D. Woodwn, An rndn {o AFi"a '.< [.""ding Maga2im. p. I. 
la, .T. Bailey> T. I lopkin5011. and C. Thcmba, "])r"m ... Revolution and 0.000.000." Drum. 
f ebn .. ry 19S~. 
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In a statement signed by Jim Bailey, then-editor Tom liopkinson, ~nd aSS<Xlale 

editor Can Themba, th~ maj(a;jne decidrxlto lake on its critics. The st~tem~llt was most 

likely not for regular readers. but rather intended for whites and critics in the gowrnment. 

They defenocd Mr. Drum's eXIX)ses and defined their mission as providing a v~nue for 

infonnation. [Jubht debate, and prot~st for block South Africans: 

Dmm IS not and never has been, in favour of 'revolution' or of violent 
change. It has never supported O)mmunism, nOr advocated Om,munist 
policies.iJmJII is no! interested in finding '5JCapegoats: and carries on no 
quest for the 'sensational.- iJmm's aim is to be the voice of those who 
have no voice. DllIm's task is to put forward the views and feelings of 
those who have no constitutional method to express their views, and often 
no '.lUtie! fo.-their feelings but a cry. Dmm can only be called 'anti-White' 
if it is consiocred 'anti-White' for a Black voice ~ven to hoe heard_ [I)) 

It affirnled its jOlliTlalistic indepenocnce once again. claiming to be serving the public 

in\ere~t-while making money, of course, though that was left unsaid_ And it indicated 

how it saw its rolc: as an imp.utial critic that also aimed to be a public servant in the 

interest of black readers: 

Mr. Drum is the servant of nO party. He is pledged to support no 
organisation. His aim is to voice the hopes and aspirations--and 
sometimes the fears and anxie!ies--ofhis read<..'rS and 00 to be the voice of 
those who have nO voice of their own."" 

Embracing the City: Drum and Black lIrl)an Identity 

As peoplc were coping with life in the city, Drom was writing about everyday 

life--tra.\' elling to worl<, drinking in shelxens, sports. crime, and music. Just by writing 

about these subjects, Dnlm legitimized bbek ~xpcricnces in the city. And. by writing 

'" Ibid. 
"" Ibid_ 
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about C>' cryday life, toe magazinc incorporated dements from popular cultill~ amI hclpoo 

to red dine the C{)11~eption of modcrn. Drum w]'O(e about both the "high" amI "low" 

urban culture, broadening the defini tiOll of modern Ii f e to indmk jazz, ,ports. shdxcn;;, 

~nd the \1111 ucncc of black American culture. 

To previous gencrations, modern living had meant being solidly respectable, and 

a largc part of that respectability involved being Christian. Al though many of them had 

received mis.,ion education;;, none of the Dnw! writ= were religious. Dmm, too, had 

little usc t<)f religion, whether it tmk the fonn of Christianity or traditional beliefs. An 

early ~olumn on religion was phased out quickly, and from then on the subject of religion 

rardy made any significant appGaTancc m the maguinc. The e.~ception;; werc Drum's 

coverage of ~m~ging ;;c'Paratist black churches later in the decade, occasional letters to 

the advice column, and a.'v1r. Drum expose on the colour bar in Johannesburg's Christian 

churches. "" Themba, who wrole the story, was welcomed into a few churches but was 

coldlv nxcivrx\ or thrown out of several others. and at OnC point was intCITepted by the 

police. He noted irolli~ally that the fuss was caused "all because an African wanted to 

The maga:.:inc also ~ovcrrx\ everyday life. When one ofDmm' s first picrnre 

li.;atun:s appearm "Johannesburg Lunch Hour," in September 1951, readers could ,ee a 

reflection of Ii \'Cs in the city-job scckGr;; waiting in line, petrol station attwdants. 

=--~ ... -
'" For on nn."ly,i, of Dc"" Dolly. and the way it promoted western ideal. ofrdation,hips, ''''' K. 
Muton~i. "Uear Dolly', Ad\'i~~ : RCl'rescntation. of Y oUlh. COllrt<hip. and Sexualiti e< in Afric. 
I 9&l-19RO," fmema1ionalJau .... alo{AjrictJljflis/{JricalSI .. di~s.VoL33.No. I. 2000. and 0 
Driver, "Drum Magazine (195 \- 9) and the Spati.l Confi~urotion. of Gcnd"l"." in K. O.ri"n­
Smith, T .. Gunner and S. ~uttall (ed,.), Iext. Theory, Space. Land, Lilel'{1tur. , w,d Hil/ary in 
S(m/h Africa and Auslralia. 
' ''' "Brothers in Christ' Turned Away"t the Church Door," Drum, March 1956. 
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workers ealing at roadsille canteens and drmking al muni~ipal OC~T halls. Alter Ihal first 

picture reaturG. Drum continued to wnle ahout ~.'p<;ri~nces ~ommOil to ~lty llwdlcrs. 

Social life in Johann~sburg. like olh~r dti~s, r~volv~d 3round sh~b~Lns. "T 0 Ihe 

v,hte man. JooollnesiJurg IS a cily of ~in~mas, hotds, rcstaurants, and night clubs," 

recalled Sampson. "To the African, it is a city of shebeeru;:,li17 The e'ploit, of shebeen 

queens, the general I y older Vd)men who ran Ih~ makL"Shill bars, all<l Ih~ir ~ustomers 

featured freqlLently in Drum. Its wrilers scorned the hYPlxritical alcohol laws that 

allowed Africans to d];11 k only lraditionally-ocewed beer 10 mandated city eslahlishments. 

Themba, a notorious abuser of alcohol, wrote a piece a year later lampoc)ning prohihition. 

In .. Let the \'~opk Drink'" he mad~ th~ point 111 51wng t~rrns Ihat "THEY'RE 

DRINKING ANYWAY. Why not mak~ it legal1 If Parliament allows liquor rights fl)f 

all, South Africa's crime rat~ will drop enomlOusly" The article poked I,m at the 

police-both v,hit~ and black . who drank at sh~b~ens hy 11ight yet ~nforc~d drinking 

laws, antl discuss~d the illegal rout~s lhal sheocen owncrs took to obtain liquor. R~aders, 

too, queslioned thesc laws. A 19551>nllfl survey ask~d r~aders whether Africans should 

legally 0., able to drink all types of liquor. The reader.; \"oted yes, 185 to 153.' ''' 

/.()"k, 100, eov~rcd social life, lxcasionally induding sh~beens, but its writing was 

not infused with ~ilher an uru:icrcurreJlt of politics, or the acc~pla11ce-i ndeed, the 

embrace-th"t Drum brmoght to Ihe topic. For inst3Jlce, a Nov~mber 1949 photo story on 

two friends who visit a sh~beCll. though fktiOllal, describes the sh~been as "a llirty. little 

sha:k. alivc with cochoach~s and reeking of stale cigarettes and hOlllc-made liquor." 

One friend i, whhell, the other beatcn. The story concludes with the f,rst friend 

101 /I. S.~S<l<' , Dnom. p. 50. 
11)' '"Drum rorll"ment," Dnom. May 1955. 
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lamenting: '''Oh why did (e\'er take Sam to that den,' he moans. 'We would have hoth 

han beHer off Jt the [g:ovemment-nmJ l3eerhalL ", ,"" 

The magazine also retlcctcd some of the community', aspirations. The proJile, or 

famous hbck political leaders, wheUler tl-.ey were from South Africa, elsewhere on the 

continent or Americu.n, were a syrTlool of pride to its readers. "That was a big story for 

u&---hlack people sllcceeding-it was one of the main rea.",", lilr pllhJishing Drum," said 

Sylvester Stein, 40 years later. II 0 It als.o featured successful businessmen, profiling the 

cowltry" S richest African and Indian men, III and provided a model of Sllcce", lor readers. 

in the case 01" I,rael Alexander, duhhed South Africa' s "riche't African," it continued to 

highlight his family a, minor celebrities, profiling his young daughter oml covering her 

w~<kIing. This sol1 of achievement wa, rare, however. 

Serialisoo autobiographies al so told tales of lives in the golden city, Peter 

Abrahams' autobiography wa., published, telling the story of his childhood in the 

Johannesburg slum ofVrededorp. MopeE-Palllus' hl"c story wa, included as well, part 01' 

which told the story of how he moved to the Reef. 'll 

130xing, cricket, and soccer Were popular entertainments in J l)honneshur~ and 

other cities. AJ1d, a., in the arts and literature, reading about sports provided not simplY 

entertainment but e~amples 01" achievement. Sports in general, and boxing in particular, 

represented a forum where "'AI"ricam could triumph over discrimination" Sanlpson 

"" "Crime Doe, ;,rot Pav-Don't Let Thi.' lIappetllO Y Oll," Zonk, ",ovemt:..r 194~. 
110 S. William, '"All ""'~ were orulhcr' in Christ bm not itl South African churche,," The New 
African, March 2005, p. 44. 
'il "South Africa', Rich. ,t Indians," Drum. Dccemher 1953; "South Alrica' , Riche,t !tidiatls: 
Mt~'e Slartling ract',~ Drum, hnuar,{ I 954: "Sonth Alrica'. Rich. ,! Alrican," Dmn!, December 
1~54. 

'" P. Abraham'. "T ~ll Fr""dom," Drum, Aprit·>Jov"mh<;r I 954; A.S. Mopdi -Paulu., "1lie W arId 
and C.ttk," Drum. January-r~brum)' I ~55. 
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not~d,l LJ Am~ri~an hox~ Joe Louis, who frequented Dmm's pages. was a childhood 

h"w of Nels OIl !..Jandda's. L,. During the 1950s, Soweto residents followed boxers JerfY 

Moloi and Jake Tuli_ /)l1.Im, and Zonk to a less"r "xlent. followed Tuli almost 

obsessivdy_ Sports ~ould appeal to all class.cs of people. and the space thm Dr"JJJ 

devoted to tbem was certainly part of its embrac" of popular culture, 

Th" inl\llenc" of American culture on this mixing of high and low culture was 

also important_ As Roh Nixon has oh_>erVcd, -'if English culture was assa<:iated 

principally "ith liber.!.1 .,fforts to di stil a black mi ddle class. mnch of the Amcrican 

cllllllre available to Sophiatowners enjoyed a more scattenxl. cross-class app"aL ,,11; 

Am"rican swing, hlu"s, ja:a, as well as gangsl"r movi"s and tbe stars oflloll)wood films 

were popular in Sophiatown, and off"red a diff"rent and populist cultural model to its 

resid"nls. Can Thcmba took Anthooy Sampson 10 sce the Ameriean gangster mO\'I" 

Streel Wil" No Name in one of Sophia town- s cinemas. Sanopson was astonished 10 lhat 

the th"atre was pock"d with local tsolsis who, fascinated with the American gangsters 

trying to elude the F81, were r..:iting lines from the film in tbe darkened theatre,' II, 

Going to sec Dims was a popular pastime. and profiles of movie stars were 

popular with readers. Tbe maga>:ine wrote ah(mt local film stars--Can lhemba wrote a 

massive four-part series 011 Dolly Rathebe. the famous film star and singer. in 1957, The 

mag,uine also wrote about growing segregation in the cinemas. "And \vhat exactly do 

they "xpcct uS to do on a r.J.iny Saturday afternoon?" commented Cape lown resident 

II} A. g,mp:;tln, Mumle1u, p_ 60 
LI. Ibid. p, 60. 
L" R. Nixon. Homelands, Jrar/em, umilloliywo"d. p. lL 
LL' A S.mpson. Dr"'". p. 8\-82, 
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James Nonyana 1!1 a 1959 story. "Sit in our tiny Sea Point momS and develop along our 

own linesT") 

Music, too, was popular in the cities, and enjoying jazz was clearly a "modem" 

pursuit as Matshikiza's "Music for Moderns" eolum/lS reinforced. Drum embraced not 

just AmericanjaL:r., but also celebrated the lives and music of South Africa's greatjaL7. 

musicians, themselves products of the city. A 1955 profile Ofjaz7. great Wilson Silgee, 

nicknamed King Force, of the Jazz Maruacs showed this enthusiasm for the musicians 

and their ties to the city: 

Joburg has claimed him now, as it has claimed most ofthe jaz:r. greats. 
There's a reason, too. A quarter of a million Blacks spend and end their 
lives in and around JOOurg. And where so much life is found, good jazz is 
found. King Force is found.'" 

Jazz's early "~low class" origins were looked un with nostalgia. Dubbing the 1920s the 

marabi "epoch," Matshikiza described it as "a time when everybody was singing and 

dancing to a type ofja7.7. that flourished in the dives and 'IIOt so classy places' ... the not-

so-posh entertainment houses and private parties.,,]19 LatL>r, Themba again defended [he 

right to enjoy all forms of music, whether "rugh" or "low": ·'lfjaz:r. i8 'the mllsie of the 

proletariat,' I'd like to sec a little more democratic appreciation ofil... I'll thww OUl (In 

hi" ear any cat who says I've no business to like Marabi, or even the polb for that 

matter'" "" 

In addition to pr(lliling 80me of JohaJUlesburg'" \1""t P''Pular J azz bands, 

Matshikiza chronicled the history of South Africanjazz for Drum's readers, tracing the 

n7 "B;o'cope Ban! T echnicolor film, arc OK--tmt fiO{ T cchnicolor audiences," Drum. r ebruary 
1959. 
'" T. Mat.hiki7.a, "'King force," Drum, February 1955. 
J" T. Ma(shikj~a, "Mw;c for Modem.," Dn,m. December 1951. 
,,., C. Thcmba, "More Talk 0' the Town," Drom. Scptembt.>r1958. 
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11 o.e oC mambi, the intllLence of American j an, and the popularily or ,;wing and jive 

during the 1940s. Acknowledging the 11l1portanl American inJlllence on South African 

jaa, he als.o repeatedly 8tre88ed jill'''' S importance as a m~anS of African expression: 

Zulll Goy Cde [tillLllder of the Jazz Maniacs J was not an antagonist of 
Am~rican swing, bllt he saw in the llse of more in8!rumenh the po8,;ibility 
or developing African j az7 .... Marabi ... into an orchestral timn w thal 
music of African origin wOllld find llsdr side by side with imporl~d danc~ 
music. And if he adopted the W~skrn idea. he would at least give vent to 
the African timn or expression. The African idionl. llut the continuity of 
Atiicanp.a was swallowed up by AJnerican ja<7. for a rew years. In the 
heydays of the Anlerkan nl u,;ical pictures, the hig bands Were engldt'ed III 
the impolted prco:lucl .. II I 

Yd, Som~ Atncan musicians were Jooking to make the music theirs, and Matshikiza 

chronicled this oksire, "Yankee jazz came knocking at the door but the jazzmen of Africa 

wanled their own music."lll During the 1940s and 1950s, )..tatshiki"a felt, bands like the 

Harlem Swin~sters (hIS own band), Miriam M~keba and the Manhattan llmther8, and Lo 

Six had succeeded. for Matshikiza, the ultimate criteria for good music, whether "high" 

or "tow," was thaI it express black South Afi-ican i denlity: 

It wasn't \() bad ducking the curfew laws, it was worthwhile going to see 
the 'Durban C 10 C' the 'Brakpan Home Tiger8' or the "Durban Letter 
Stars.' Or you were inspired by the words, 'Today the whol~ world looh 
fOr\vard lo another Africa for fre8h and original mu,;ic works. AfJica is 
ready. It ha'; been for a long lim~.' Well, Arrica was a long way pasl 
Oliginal music works. She was drunk with American and Hnglish mu,;ic 
works and quite inevitably, 100. The missiollilries had taught that the 
music of Atilca was barbarian. Barbaric. Barbarou8. Africa had to 
abandon African music as such. AJi';ca had to learn Westctn mllsic. llJ 

By writing about music, sports, shebccns, and celebrities. Dmm was 

acknowledging that life fOf their readers did not consist soldy or intdl~clual and political 

" J T. Matshikiza, "Wh<-,-c', ,"zz Going Now?" Dn,m, August, 1937. 
'" Ibid. 
" .' T. Matshikiza, "'Jazz Come, to louburgt" nn,,". July 1957. 
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pursuits. Though it was engaged in a larger product of creating unity, it was trying to 

entertain readers as well. It offered people a space 10 enjoy life----or live vicariously 

through others who were enjoymg lifc--and reau about the lighter si<ie of uay-to-day 

e~ i8tcnc~. As Can Tl1<.-'TI\ba described his own desire for an escape: "It is a crepu~ular, 

shadow-life ill which we wallder a8 spectres, seeking meaning for ourselves . And even 

the local, little legalilies w~ invellt are fro"neu upon ... Bulleav~ uS sOme lime and 

experience where we may he true to ourselves. It is so e~hausting to have to be in 

reaction all the lime:'[l~ 

As its ci!';Oulation increased, bolh within anu out8ide Johannesburg, Drum 

renecteu antl encouraged the increasing psychic importance of life On the Reel". 

"Aji-ican Dnlm urbanise8 even the most rural Afi-ican~-not urbani sing in the nature of 

'tootsoli~ing' us, like we reau in the October issue: but actually linking us Wilh the J:a-,t­

moving times," 8aid L.F. Makhubeie Ii-om loui~ Tricharut in Apnl 1952, when he "rote 

to thank the magazine [or including the Cry. the Beloved Country serialization. Another 

reader letter ill the sam~ i~sue called lor a feature that woulu picture town and country life 

On the same page, dnlwing links between the urban and rurallifL":\tyle. 

Ambiguity from Reude-n: The Drum Purliaments 

Dmm's locus on multi-racial cooperation and its conC~p!ion8 of modernity did 

not necessarily go unchallenged by readers. In October 1953, it introduced the Dmm 

Parliaments, reader surveys that claimed to rn, a platform lor lh~ "voice of II", people:' 

The parliaments asked broad questions about social life, rather than specific questions 

'" C. Themb", "Crepuscule," Th" Will tu f)ic, pro 8-9 
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aoout political strategy or mov~ml'n(s. And, whil~ th~y n~v~r attracted a ilug~ respons~ 

in rdarion to Drum' s circulation··- the largest number of voles for any single poll was 

550----the r~sul Is capture ,ome of tile reactions, and r~sistanc~. to tlw magazine'S 

conl~nlS, During the two years that th~ featur~ ran , it showed a broad, nuanc~d rang~ of 

what modem li\·;ng meanllo a segment of Drum's audience, 

The tirst poll posed the question: Should there lx' intmTIamag~ betw~~n Africans. 

Coloureds and Indians? For a magazine that promoted multi-racial unity and politics. th~ 

qu~~tion was key. In forums where Drum staff offered advice to r~a,-kr~, such as the 

editor's notes and the Dear Dolly column, they consistently defended colour·blind 

relalionships. Two months b efor~ lh~ firsl parliament, for lnslance, a young A1nc:m 

woman from Durb:m complained to Dolly that she did not like dating African men. She 

felt they treated her poorly, and wa, upsel by uegali ve re.1<:\ions 1rom her Alii~"n liirnili; 

lo her Coloured ooyfriend, whom she was "compldely mad about." Dolly,temly 

admonished her nolto stereotype all African men, hut wished her wel l in her new 

relationship: "Ifyou have found happine." with your Coloured boyfriend, good lu~k lo 

you. Remember Il is not because he is Coloured lhat he is a gentleman. He just happens 

, " 
to lx' a good man." ' . 

The i,sue of intermarriage. however, was less clear-cut for readers. By just one 

ballot, readers vokd for intermarriage, with 164 for:md 163 against. It is likely lhat mosl 

of the Yoters wcn; black occause the magazine ~po;ificall y told white readers that they 

'" "IleartblTaks," Drum, July 1 95.'\. "Doll y" cl ~arly advis.e-d that colour-as well as nationality 
and religion-,h<luld nol .tand in (he way of r.latiomhips (s et', for instance, th~ October 1954 
Dear Dolly column,) She ,Iso acknnw le<lged t1~ difficulti es that COl!pl~' coold face from a 
h06!ile society. In a Sept~mb"r 1953 column, Dolly advlSe(i a young Coloured wOman li'mg in 
Cape Town thaI her disapproving IJ}{)liI<-r cOllld not .[OP her marriage [0 1..,,- AlnC"n I><lyfrie",L 
hilt ~"utin{\ed her to he hone,t ",-jth h~, mOlk, amI "m"k" ",r. ~mlJ rea li,e the di rr;~lJlti" ahc"d. 
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cooid not participate in this particular suryey "so that the re8ult will be truly 

representative ofth~ vi~ws ofth~ non-European people.','!6 Som;, of the negative 

commenl, stressed the practical difficlLlties that m~asures 1ik~ tm, Group Areas Act could 

pr~sent for cOllpks who could not legally live in the sam~ place. Oth~rs ~xpressed rear 

that intemlarriage would lead to a 108s of cultural identities. Some simply did not like lhe 

idea of difl"n::nt "racd' mixing, Those in favour of intermarriage, howe\'er, fdt it was 

not common enough, amI a good way to strengthen bonds in a society rigidly divided by 

colour. Nellie Naidoo, a Coloured woman from For<isburg, wrote that her 25-year 

marriage to a ""Hindu" man had been qwlehappy and that "itlS practicable if the couple 

looks at it with love, intelligence, and unde!"'.tanding."m 

The February 1954 parliam~nt asked another qu~stion that struck at th~ core of 

Dmm's preoccupations: Should tribal customs and culture be retained'? fiy responding, 

the magazi"" noted, readers could "hdp Africa choose the course it must follow toward, 

progress," thus implying that progre8S was a proceS8 that wa~ stil] to be compkted. m 

A lthollgh "tribal customs and culture" w~re not specifically defined, the parliament page 

framed the question with four m~n gi\'ing their opinions, creating a visual shorthand for a 

clash of cllltllr~'. Two swled men in sunglass~s who advocated throwing off tribal 

customs bc~d down a blanket-clad man and a suited t~acher at a blackboard. "[ was 

brolightliP in til<' city and know orno other customs or cllltllr~ practised il<'re than 

Western civili8ation," noted one of th~ slick men in sungla~ses, Johannesburg 

blLsinessman Wallie Xakane. :-.1opeJi Paulus, co-author of iJlunkrr Boy's Moon and a 

'" "Drum P,rli,ment," Dnlm, October 1953. The m"lrJrine showed its male-oriented bias OIlce 
again, noting that prominent men ill the community would pose th~ questions, \\'llile women did 
h.\,c 0p;nio<" publ ished from time to ti""" comment, w~r~ mainly from men. 
m ·'Drum P'rlia",,,nt," Dn,m, D.""mber 1953. 
'1> "Drum P.rlia''''-'tII.'' Drum. F "bruary t 954. 
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Dmm contributor, thought African customs ''''ere inferior and that preserving them was 

unrealistic: "We I iv~ in a We:skmiud world und W (:Skm Ol vilisation has a history imd 

tradition of ov~r 2,OO() years. Ali-ican clllture and customs have no set standards Whal 

is l~fl oflhem to keep, anyway"!" 

Th~ resulls, published the next month. showed a wide range of ideas on the role 

that trooition should play in contemporary s",;idy. They also showed yd again how th~ 

maga:.:ine, which was general I y suspicious and dismissive of traditional ~ustoms, could 

widely div~rge WIth its own all<licnce. The majority of readers who resp<Jndcd were in 

favour of ret~ining "!libill ~llstoms and culture:' with 96 for and 78 against. "9 Clearly, 

Drum's fascination with th~ W ~st was not shared as fervidly by a segment of its read.;:".. 

Many wanted to preserve the best parts of their tradi lions. "Customs and cultur~ which 

do not clash with Western civilisation should be kept: and they are in the majority. for 

e.~ample, even the whites have ooopted our old custom of circumcision," commentoo 

Th~o Marnu, principal of Albert Stre~t School. Oth~". th<mght that pursuing only 

"w estern" culture would cripple the nation by robbing it of its identity. ""African 

tradilion~ and customs should be k.;:pt if our desire for Altican :-I~tionaJism must be an 

accomplished [""t," wrote F.W.S. Mncube, a language lecturer at University of the 

Witswatersrand. "For national recognition, a nation needs a stable foundation and this 

foundation is its cultur~," noted Z. Nqini from Uiten.lwge. And James Maruping fWIll 

Bloemfontein noted that, '-rwlc have to sort out the good from our ovm customs and build 

our future thereon." 

On the flip sid~, some felt that keeping lr~ditions threatened the country by 

dividing it. "'African nationalism should long have been achieved, but this has not 

LN "Dnnll Parliament," nmm, March 1954. 
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hapP"ocri as riitYercnt tribal CU5t(Mll' have be"" til<' mail1 obstack," wrol~ -"1.U. Moscr!yi 

from J 0 hal1l-..:,blLrg:. J N "J 11 (M'un 10 h<lL Id a natio" II must Jir:st be deslroy"d," sa irl J oscph 

.'vlokwel1a from Preloria, OilwTh ["cIt that traditions practised lfl rural ar~as w~re ol"hnle 

U5<' ill Cl ti~,. "Our customs, WllLC h are ~ss~ntiall y the (' ustoms of the country with a mml 

~lting, ar~ lmpossibk to continue in the towns b~caus~ lh~re i5 such a mlxtur~ of races in 

the towns. I'hi5 com ing logether lli" r"'TSons of dill"cr~nt racial groups 1111lnediatel y mak~s 

urhan ar~as th~ mdtin~ pot, from which someihlng ~omprel;enSlble, to hoth Afric'an Jnd 

European, musl ~m~rge." ('omJll;.;nt~d Zali MbJlu of-"loroka. "'To SJY 'y~s' is tll 

s~n[imc'utall s~ on customs whose rural seiting is an abstroct cllfl('ept to lLS ('1 ty l"",ople.·' 

One reat:kr thought it was simply fi.ltik to try to engineer culture. "Custom5 <cJlOulrl take 

car~ II [. themsdvcs, for thos~ lhal colLld sun i w th~ li)cc;.;s of proJ::r~ss hav~ doa;: su. '" h;.; 

wn)l~, 

Th~ Drum wnkTS th~msdv~s coulri sometim~s CXll1bi t contrariictions. '['hough it 

oc'livd y advuca\cd throwing off "old" customs lik~ ]Ohllia, ')' th~ magruine [(""xl itsd [. 

making playful fun oJ' lln~ of its own report~rs, Arthur -".[aimane, who wound up paying 

lohllla himself. 

Traditional h~al~rs w~r~ Onell dismiss..;d Jnd derided by Dmm's wriwrs. l'llC first 

arlid~ on witchriOdors in Apnl 1952 fllcuxd on cas~s of ritual killing' in Lesotho. 

/\umining thJI, '"ltJh~re is no UlllLht (hat tk part play;.;d by the medicin~ lllJn jJl socidy as 

doctm, psychologist, and arivlSo!" is an Importal1t llfl~," th~ story focuxd 1m xnsatioual 

tal~s of murd~r and abus~, As ti me went on, slones ba."ame l1l<..,.~asingl y rli srialll ful. 

'" Ibid, 
''I "Lobo!,,? It·,,, Radel'" Dn/In. Dec~mbe!' 1956, 
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