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Trans individuals are believed to exhibit in their separate "·r.,,..ti,,,,~ of ofheteronormative notions 

", .. "i",.".-i bodies. For the that Trans men are not 'real' men the absence of a 
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person who 2(06). 
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term is used to describe the act of men lesbian women in an attempt to show them that are women 
and not men. It's also believed to be linked to the notion that lesbians are attracted to women because 
have never had sex with a man and therefore them to male will revert to 

heterosexual. This is often carried out on butch/masculine or lesbian WV111vH.\JlVW'1~'U' 
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men or women we pre:setlt or are eXl;>ected to man 

is ""'''....".;~Ta>ri to a woman 

I 

two 

trans-

I 

or 

ma:mstreruLn "''-''''l.,-,~y classlhes as 

to vast QUlerem;es SlemrnlIllg 

so Here I refer to issues of motherhood and overall upholding notions of 'nationhood' attached to 
women's bodies across African contexts. 
51 From lnU1SCnU[S of the 'first-round' interviews. 
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state ease or even concrete • ..., .... uuu" .. ,'I-' 

trans cOInm:unil~ an LU.''''''''' context nor retlec:tfv'e 

rnn,r."<>nt to note that while GDX believes in Trans resources, 
researchers and students to the NGO for collaborative 

Director or board have to approve of the research 
eX1JI0LtatlVe and driven its own 

V! C;,WULat<VU also 

limitations (hat may never be able to 'overcome' 
nelrcelOIll:ms of their 'maleness'. 
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~"'''VU'''''''''''~J COlltn.bultOO to 

an aca:C1eInlC as 

to a 

as as 

as it vUUU;LvU me to create 

oe5icniDeo as 

'''~'nt''lhl common tnlrea,QS 

term is used to describe the act of men lesbian women in an to show her that she is a woman 
and not a man. It's also believed to be linked to the notion that lesbians are attracted to women 
have never had sex with a man and therefore them to sex, will revert to being heterosexual. 
""'lIl!VI~~j this is often carried out on butch/masculine or lesbian women, the threat still exists for Trans men who 

.... ,.""~. & U/1pr1;nO<l 

tarlsglendler, n""Ul<L". gay and other forms of 'alternative' states 
1ll\..lUUll16 South Africa 200 1 ; 
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56 I to my at the social I attended on the 18!GSf07 and the 
discussions I had with a number of transsexual individuals over the course of the 
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to as 

over a contexts as a 

is our to 

transverse even to 

a a 

lUenUl,les or a COlmnlurm.y 

... n",~u, .. a concern more 

I 

eat it 

a UH' ...... '"'"" "'Jl HUlHU I I 

I was to a of com01rolnisie N>h"",,,,,.,. 

was the overall consensus that all reSJJondents attested to when I lllC)IllCaa1l. asked to 
panUClTJale in my research and countless others before me. 
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'''-'''' ...... ''''-'U routes to 

not consent to. 

113 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e Tow
n

I 

it 

"' .. ''' ....... HJV· ... was 

I 

one 

so it never 

to 

was L'-'LLHIc. V at "''''llV\J'l, cause I was 

114 

as 

to 

was it was 

surloo:sea to 

I 

not 

I 

I 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e Tow
n

as 

I 

never 

I sort 

,~ 

SU[,llJo.red 

or 

was never a 

we were 

,",VAUU.""to 

as want to nnlrTr<~," to 

" 

as I can rennernlJi:!r I 

I I 

or I was rer:1nflaaILded. I 

we were sort 

must to 

[was not 

are 

we or was it 

" 

6 I is a a 

was a dltten:!nc:e hlf':t\lv~f~n 

asa 

or as someone UUL.., .. "U. 

were aware 

were must to 

115 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e Tow
n

or I was rel1rilnL1.J7il,,-'a 

was u .... '-'v ... 

pru~efi1ts al:ternp1tea to "" .... "",,rl 

was 

own 

117 

is seen account 

WUfUOO.u to 

more 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e Tow
n

It is 

as an mdllCator 

exact oP1Dmate 

were to serve as 

were to OJ ...... ""'.v 

( 

to create 

118 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e Tow
n

encounters are 

is 

as 

'("mc a 111 t\ ,. 

wore dn!SSC3S ."'-' J'L,.L,u as a 

a .lvlUaJL'-' 

to ""'lHHL,,,,' 

more aware socaet:aL c.ateIWf'V' one is 0Y110rtofl to 

a is 

across an 'lOlII1aJ:'AllL( 

119 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e Tow
n

1Wt as a cn,anr!el'lm:e 

it is 

1 cnc)sen to ore:seru 

"I it 1 was a 1 

; ...... as I to 

I went 

ot:(;au~)e I it was at one 

.lvlUWlv to not 
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person who identifies themselves as 'masculine', whether it be or ,-ULVU'IUCUA, 'Butch' is 
sometimes used as a term for but it can also be claimed as an affIrmative label 
& 2006, 
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UUllUl\YU,",", I was I 

was a 
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I went on to 
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or I I must 

men. I 

no It was a 
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I met 
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nOIIDcmes. I went 
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a 'P.'·TlUl'" 

as Lv""V .... "'. 

it was UU.l.HU£'" 

are a woman 

I lam 
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want 
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was a 

it 

I a woman; I "", ..... ",,-i to ........ ' .. u~.1 as a 

I was not aware 
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with LGBTI issues based in Pretoria 
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Iamaman,I to 

I was at asa 

I was on I I was a man I never 

as a I out 

so it 

is a of 

is I 

mean structure is itis 

;~ so I want to a lama 

man. " 

not 

were 

relJre:selnte:a as a IJU.""'-""" 

were more 

is seen 

Iwasa [wasn't 

person who identifies themselves as 'masculine', whether it be or em,ottclOally 'Butch' is 
sometimes used as a term [or but it can also be claimed as an affmnative label 
&1.J"t.3rN"" 
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most YII(,;~fUC:;U to I was 

I was a " 

of 

"1J'...v.lH" contexts. It is Identlficllt1C)fi as 

men 

even """·O"C'f'.n same COlmnlUfutj 

in 

as women were 

to measure 

were more contrasts 

women inclined to the color who wear 
l1ULfC'"U'lJ and remove all traces of natural Therefore 

~""'JA"'~ as Ul<lH-l1<llJ'U", women who 

and Intersex cornmllni1ty 
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It be<;ol1nes UUIJVl,,<UU to v"",<"",UJU'", prolCes,ses at 

to sex 

'_"~_.',", to "H."""'~ saw 

status was to 
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I am a man, I to 

lOent11:y as a 

was ,",U<Ul"UJ!'.VU 

even 

I "V.I" ..... "''"' v~",. ... lvlureJ.rulonsnl~to 

IL<HlLI.LA.l lOem111eS as a I sur'SCI1De 

atte~mp.ted to 

a 

dll~.1>C;)\.UdH:>lH and other Trans identities were included in the third edition of the and 
Statistical Manual in1980 associated with the American Association. Further editions of the 
DSM-N cite Trans identities as 'Gender Disorder'. 
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we construct 

is not essence; it is ..,,,,,,,,UA."'" 

CO]rlSCI01.1SneSS it is means o1tren~nt 

not 
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to ditlerent 

I to 
...... 

own as 
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to as 

success is to to 
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at emllJOdVl trans man <> .... n,,,.r1 at own 
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amounts 

term refers to when a person chooses to be secretive in the 
"""'U>!.',," or while This is also referred to as 
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more severe. 
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