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MAGGIE'S FARM: A Folk Song by Bob Dylan [1]

I ain't gonna work on Maggie's farm no more.

No, I ain't gonna work on Maggie's farm no more.
Well I wake up in the morning,

Fold my hands and pray for rain.

I got a head full of ideas

That are driving me insane.

It's a shame the way she makes me scrub the floor.
I ain't gonna work on Maggie's farm no more.

I ain't gonna work for Maggie's brother no more.

No, I ain't gonna work for Maggie's brother no more.
well, he hands you a nickel,

He hands you a dime,

He asks you with a grin

If you're havin' a good time,

Then he tines you every time you slam the door.

I ain't gonna work for Maggie's brother no more.

I ain't gonna work for Maggie's pa no nore.

No, I ain't gonna work for Maggie's pa no more.
well, he puts his cigar

Out in your face just for kicks.

His bedroom window

It is made out of bricks.

The national guard stands around his uoor.

- Ah, I ain't gonna work for Maggie's pa no nore.

I ain't gonna work for Maggie's ma no more.

No, I ain't gonna work for Maggie's ma no more.
Well, she talks to all the servants

About man and God and law.

Everybody says

She's the brains behind pa.

She's sixty-eight, but she says she's twenty-four.
I ain't gonna work for Maggie's ma no more.

I ain't gonna work on Maggie's farm no more.

No, I ain't gonna work on Maggie's farm no more.
well, I try my best

To be just like I am,

But everybody wants you

To be just like them.

They sing while you slave and I just get bored.
I ain't gonna work on Maggie's farm no more.

[1] From Bob Dylan: Wwritings and Drawings, Herts: Panther Books

Limited. 1974.



ABSTRACT

wWorkers domiciled in ¢wagwa, South Africa's smallest 'homeland',
experience high rates of unemployment and job instability. Yet
most terminations of employment are employee-instigated. This
dissertation examines the reasons tor employment instability
among wage workers resident 1in a housing section in
Phuthaditjhaba, the 'homeland's' only urban area.

The approach adopted in the dissertation is primarily
ethnographic. It describes the everyday experiences of African
workers and treats their own perspectives of their working 1lives
as central. Quantitative and qualitative data, collected from two
samples drawn from the population in the housing area selected
for stuay, are presented.

It is argued that employment instability must be understood as a
consequence of a web of interrelated circumstances and cannot be
explained in terms of any one single causal factor. The
following employment and employment-related circumstances are
examined: workers' views of, and reactions to, wages and working
conditions; problems with transport between places of work and
home, and with workplace accommodation; conflicts of interest
arising from domestic pressures undemmining workers' ability to
remain in a job; and the experience of joblessness. These
various factors are then drawn together to show that workers do
not perceive these factors in isolation from one another, but
that they experience the oppressive conditions of their domestic
.and working 1lives as a totality. Any attempts to find ways to-
increase workers' job stability will have to look both within and
beyond the workplace.

ii



CONTENTS

ABSTRACT

CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

NOTES ON TERMINOLOGY

INTRODUCTION

APPROACH AND OBJECTIVES
AN OUTLINE OF THESIS CHAPTEKS
NCTES TC INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER ONE: THE RESEARCH SETTING:
MACRO AND MICRC SITUATICNS

THE DUAL LABCUR MARKET CONCEPT
OWACWA: AN CVERVIEW
Relocation,

Residential patterns
'Development’

CWACWA'S LABOUR MARKET:

Access to the primary labour market
Migrancy

Industrial decentralization
Unemployment

TRHE DIAPPCLO

Relocation:

1. Schoonplaas

2. The Maghekung shanty-town
3. Subsequent relocations

Changing patterns of labour force participation

CONCLUSIOCNS
NGCTES TO CHAPTER ONE

ii

iii

xii

O NN
















































themes sre drawn Logether sgain, afd L comsent _

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Yawitch, J.

1980 'Black women in South Africa: capitalism, employment, and
reproduction. Africa Perspective. Dissertation No.2.
University of the witwatersrand.

Zille, H.

1983 'Restructuring the industrial decentralization
strategy.' South African Review One. South African
Research Services. Johannesburg: Ravan Press.

UNPUBLISHED SOURCES

Bank, L.

1984 b 'Town and 'closer settlement' in Qwagwa: a Study of
Resources and Struggle.' BE.A. Hons. dissertatuion,
University of Cape Town.

forthcoming 'Small traders and class formation in Cwagwa'

manuscript dissertation, University of Cape Town.

Goldberg, M.

1981 'Towards an understanding of Wworker Consciousness'
Unpublished paper presented at the Witwater.rand
History workshop. Johannesburg.

Hutchings, M.

1986 'Hamba Dompas: Influx control and orderly urbanization in
Cape Town.' B.A. Hons. Dissertation, University of Cape
Town.

Krause, I.
1982 From 4hnm,{b migrant labour. B.A. Honours dissertation,
University of Cape Town.

Matsetela, T. et al

1980 'Unemployment and Informal Income earning activity 1in
Soweto: Parts 1 and 2.' Unpublished papers presentea at
the African Studies Institute. University oc the
Witwatersrand

Murray, C.

1980 b 'Defining the unit of stuay: Notes on the Crange Free
State.' Unpublished paper presented at the conference on
the interactions of history and anthropology in Southern
Africa. Manchester University.

Niehaus, I.

1984 b 'The experiences, problems and responses of relocated
people: Closer settlement life in the Qwagwa bantustan.'
B. Soc. Sci (hons) dissertation, University of Cape Town.

Kotzé, J.

1986 'Levels of domnination and a point of convergence 1in
Gazankulu.' Paper presented at a graduate seminar at
the Department of Social Anthropology, University of Cape
Town, Cctober,

264



Robins, S.

1982 Relocation and Development: A study in the town of
Phuthaditjhaba. University of Cape Town. B.A. Honours
dissertation.

Robinson, E.

1984 'Education for Frustration: The experiences o1 some
matric pupils 1in Qwagwa.' B.A. Hons. Dissertation.
University of Cape Town.

Salo, E.

1984 'The impact of resettlement in (wagwa.' B.A. hons
dissertation, University of Cape Town

Sharp, J.

1986 'Relocation, labour migration and the domestic group:

Qwagwa in the 1980s.' Unpublished paper presented at
the annual conference of the Association of Social
Anthropologists of the Commonwealth, Univers.ty of
Kent at Canterbury, April.

Sharp, J. and Spiegel, A.

1986 'women and Wages: Gender and Control of Income in Farm
and Bantustan Households.' Paper presented at the African
Studies Seminar, University of the Witwatersrand,
September,

Spiegel, A.
1986 ¢ 'Dispersing Depenaants: a response to the exigencies

of labour migration in rural Transkei.' Unpublished
paper presented at the annual conference o0f the
Association of Social Anthropologists of the

Commonwealth, University of Kent at Canterbury, April.

van 2zyl, J. )

1968 'Stedelike ontwikkeling in die Noordoos Vrystaat: 'n
sentrale plekstudie.' D. Phill verhandeling. Unlversiteit
van Stellenbosch.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

BENBOC

1978 gwagwa Economic Review., Johannesburg: Perskor.

BENBO

1980 Statistical survey of Black Developmnent. bPretoria:

Government Printers.

Decentralization Board
1982-85 Annual Reports Pretoria: Government Printers.

Department of Manpower

1983 'Unemployment Insurance', Information series 2 (4).
Pretoria: Department of Manpower,

265



Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA)
1985 gwagwa Development Information. Sandton.

National Manpower Commission

1983 Annual report of the DNational Manpower cCommission.

Pretorias: Government Printer.

Qwagwad Development Corporation

1981 cwagwa the land of golden opportunities, Informantion

brochure. Bloemfontein: Dreyer Printers.

CwaQwa Information Services
March 1982 Lentswe La Basotho.

June 1983 Lentswe La Basotho.

1979 Informa
1982 Informa

QCwagwa Legislative Assembly
1972-83 Verbatim reports of the Qwagwa Le .slative

Assembly

Pretoria: Government Printers.

South African Development Trust
1986 STK Chronicles vol. 1 No. 2, Autumn.

PERIODICALS AND NEWSPAPERS

City Press
19/6/1983, 21/10/1984, 21/7/1985

Die Burger
3/5/1985

Growth
June 1981, February 1982, July 1983

Rand Daily Mail
2/10/1974

Sunday Times
12/10/1977

Sunday Tribune
18/2/1976

The Argus
9/7/1973, 11/6/1976, 9/11/1974

The Friend
: 10/3/1971, 20/3/1971, 3/3/1981

The Pinnacle

16/3/1984, 30/3/1984, 11/5/1984, 25/5/1¢<84,
13/8/1984, 14/9/1984, 20/9/1984, 11/1/1985,

266

9/8/1984,



The Star
16/7/1973

The Voice
21/10/1978, 10/2/1979

South African Labour Bulletin
1984 'Sasol workers victimized.' SALB 10 (3).

1985 a 'Sasol up ate: the struggle continues.' SALB 10 (4).

1985 b 'Sasol workers regroup.' SALB 10 (5).

31 AUG 1987 267





