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This poster presents a case study of journal publishing at one South African university to identify
existing journal publishing practices in terms of open access.

Methods and Resullts

An analysis was undertaken of the top 20 journals in which the
University of Cape Town’s (UCT) research output was published.
Approximately half of UCT’s journal output for 2006 to 2011 was
in these 20 journals. The analysis presented here looked at each

journal in terms of:
- open access status (category), determined by inclusion in the
Directory of Open Access Journals*, as well as license type; and

- how many articles were published in each category.
*on 17 May 2013

Four journals of the top 20 journals, which published 33% of the
top 20 output, were found to be open access (with a Creative
Commons license).

Category of the top 20 journals UCT authors publish in

[[] Open access journal (with
Creative Commons license)

[l Free to view/download
with registration

F

[[] Hybrid journals (subscription
10 and open access option)

(50%)

Subscription journal
Free to view/download
with registration

[l Subscription journal

Hybrid journals (subscription
and open access option)
Open access journal (with
creative commons license)

Implications of global open access trends for
South African researchers.
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Conclusion

Academics’ engagement with open access and scholarly communication debates is in their interests
as global networked researchers whose virtual identities and online scholarship are now a critical
aspect of their professional engagement.
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