[image: image1.jpg]POLITICS
WRITING
SRFUE



                  
Comprehension Four: Questions

This comprehension is aimed specifically at getting students to compare different texts. It also requires students to practice inferring and drawing their own conclusions, as well as making connections between texts and their own experiences. There is more reading for this comprehension, but the vocabulary is easier.

Message from the President: ANC Election Manifesto 2014

Twenty years ago we began a new journey to eradicate the oppressive legacy of colonialism and apartheid. It has been 20 years of freedom and democracy in which we have made significant steps towards achieving the vision of the Freedom Charter.

[image: image2.jpg]



This has been a collective South African effort, personified in the greatness of the father of our nation, Tata Madiba, to whom we dedicate this manifesto.

The lives of our people have vastly improved and South Africa is a much better place than it was before 1994.

Over the last five years, the ANC government has worked together with all South Africans to do more to fight poverty and unemployment, and to reduce inequality. 

Working together, we have defended and consolidated the social gains achieved since 1994, despite the negative global economic situation. More of our people have been lifted out of extreme poverty; we have created more jobs than before; expanded social grants, housing and basic services to our people; and further improved access to better education and health care.

Our journey continues.

Our struggle has now reached the second phase, in which we will implement radical socio-economic transformation to meaningfully address poverty, unemployment and inequality. 

More than ever before, we must work together to promote nation building, unity and social solidarity as we free the economy from the shackles of the past. We cannot rest until the economy is in the hands of the people who were historically excluded from participation.

Far-reaching economic transformation is the central question this election must answer. In this manifesto the ANC provides clear, bold and decisive answers to this question. 

This manifesto is the result of a wide consultation process with our allies, involving communities and key sectors of society including workers, business, religious, youth and women’s organisations and several academics. We will continue to consult as we embark on its implementation.

Together we move South Africa forward! 

Vote ANC for a better life for all!

Reference: Zuma, J. 2014. ‘Message from the President’. 2014 Election Manifesto: A Better Life for All. Available: http://www.anc.org.za/2014/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/ANC-Manifesto-Booklet.pdf
Photograph: Jacob Zuma - World Economic Forum. Avaiable at: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jacob_Zuma,_2009_World_Economic_Forum_on_Africa-2.jpg. Copyright -  https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0
Letter from Helen Zille: DA Election Manifesto 2014
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We South Africans are at our best when we share a sense of national purpose. This election is taking place exactly 20 years after the democratic election that brought President Nelson Mandela to power. We all agree that South Africa is a better place than it was in 1994. Great progress was made in delivering services under President Mandela and President Mbeki’s governments. But since then, many South Africans have lost the sense of optimism that our first presidents gave us. What changed? After all, South Africa is still a great country, admired by many in the world. 

The ANC changed. Jacob Zuma’s ANC has forgotten the hope and promise of 1994.

Today, the challenges facing South Africa are great. The number of South Africans without work continues to grow, and too many communities still live in fear of crime. Most people feel powerless to fight the corruption of the leaders they once trusted to serve them. 

But these problems can be overcome. Together we can change South Africa, and we can create jobs.

I would like to offer you an invitation: Vote for the DA in the 2014 election, and we can fix South Africa together. In a democracy your vote is your most powerful weapon. 

Jacob Zuma’s ANC is indifferent to the daily struggles of the millions of South Africans excluded from the economy. There are more unemployed South Africans today than ever before. That is why the DA’s manifesto is about working together for jobs. The DA’s carefully tested and budgeted policies would grow the economy fast enough to create six million real, full-time jobs by 2024.

Together we can build the South Africa we all hope to live in one day. 

Together we can ensure that every child receives a better education, that every deserving student is fully funded for tertiary education, that young people can get internships, work experience, and ultimately, that every adult has the opportunity to work.

Together we can build a country that we can be proud of. In this election, you have an opportunity to shape our future for the better. Lend us your vote in 2014 – you will not be disappointed. Vote for the DA.

Reference: Zille, H. 2014. ‘Letter from Helen Zille’. Manifesto: Election 2014. Available: http://www.da.org.za/docs/15652/DA%20Manifesto.pdf
Photograph: Cape Town Campaign Launch-April 2011 | Flickr - Photo Sharing! : taken from - http://www.flickr.com/photos/democraticalliance/5584285299/Author: The Democratic Alliance https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/: 
Activity 1:

The two texts above are the 2014 election manifestos of the ANC and the DA. Make sure you have read through them carefully and noted any differences and similarities between them. You will probably notice that both manifestos use similar expressions and have similar goals.

1. Focus on the ANC’s election manifesto. What issue does President Zuma identify as the 2014 elections’ most important issue? Support your answer with a quotation from the text. 

2. Focus on the DA’s election manifesto. What issue does Helen Zille indicate is the most important issue of the 2014 elections? Support your answer with a quotation from the text.

3. Consider your answers from questions 1 & 2. What do you think is the greatest similarity between the ANC and the DA’s election manifestos? 

4. From the list below, select three other statements which the ANC and the DA would agree on, based on their 2014 election manifestos.

a) Nelson Mandela is an admired and important figure in South Africa’s history. Jacob Zuma has let the ANC down.

b) Over the last five years, the national government has worked hard to achieve economic development.

c) South Africans need to work together to build up South Africa.

d) Life in South Africa now has improved since 1994.

e) There are enough jobs available in South Africa.

5. Focus on the ANC’s manifesto. How does President Zuma make the ANC sound deserving of your vote? Include a quotation to support your answer. [Hint: This has to do with how long the ANC has been in power]. 
6. Focus on the DA’s manifesto. How does Helen Zille make the DA sound deserving of your vote? Include a quotation to support your answer. [Hint: Focus on the line of text after the first paragraph]. 
7. Based on your answers to questions 5 & 6, choose the correct word from the list below to complete the statement: The biggest difference between the ANC and the DA’s election manifestos are their ________________ for convincing voters to vote for them.

a) arguments

b) strategies

c) ideas

8. Re-read the two election manifestos. Which one do you find the most convincing, and why? 

9. Do you agree that economic issues are very important issues in South Africa today? Why or why not? 

Help Box: An ‘election manifesto’ is a declaration which a political party issues to the public to state its main policies and aims before an election. Keep in mind the fact that political parties probably want their election manifestos to be appealing to the public.
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