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This is a basic level introductory exercise to nouns/pronouns which students should find relatively easy. It takes students through the basics of an important part of speech in which students identify and produce nouns/pronouns so as increase their awareness and understanding of nouns/pronouns. All blue writing serves as a guide for the consultants.

What is a noun?
A noun is any word, besides a pronoun (we will discuss this later), that can take the form of a subject in a sentence.  A noun usually refers to people, places and things in a sentence. Important to note, in sentences nouns usually function as the subject or the object. 
· Important to distinguish are proper nouns and common nouns. Proper nouns are always capitalised and are usually names of people and places e.g. Nelson Mandela, Mozambique, Durban. On the other hand, common nouns are never capitalised e.g. government, democracy, corruption
Example:  	Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is the first elected female head of state in Africa.
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf (noun) is the name of a person. Head of state (noun) is the title of a position in government. 

	Examples of people
	Examples of things
	Examples of places

	President
	South Africa
	Weapons

	Jacob Zuma
	Nkandla
	Votes

	Soldier
	University
	Essay


In other words, whatever we think exists and can be named is a noun.
Activity 1
Identify any one noun in the sentences below. If applicable write down more than one noun and indicate whether they refer to people, places or things.

1. Pretoria is the capital of South Africa.
2. In 1994 South Africa became a democracy.
3. Democratic theory can be traced back to ancient Greece.
4. Nelson Mandela spent 27 years in prison.
5. France, Great Britain and Portugal are former colonial powers in Africa.

Activity 2

Look at the table and sentences below and chose which noun corresponds to the correct sentence.

	citizen
	political parties
	South Africa
	inequality

	economies
	National Party
	Nelson Mandela
	elections



1. Nigeria, Tanzania and Ethiopia have some of the fastest growing ________ in the world.
2. ___________ is a former British colony
3. In South Africa, people are encouraged to vote in the __________.
4. Poverty, unemployment and ___________ are three of the most serious problems in South Africa
5. __________ died in December 2013. 
6. Every South African __________over the age of 18 is allowed to vote
7. The ANC and the DA are two examples of _________________
8. The _______________ came to power in 1948.

What is a pronoun?
In English a pronoun is a word that can typically be substituted is for a noun in order to avoid repeating the noun. 

For example: Nelson Mandela (Noun) spent 27 years in prison. Nelson Mandela (noun) was released in 1990. 
 
From the above sentence we can see that 2 sentences relate to Nelson Mandela. However, we can use pronouns to avoid using his name twice as well as making the sentences more readable. In the below sentence you will see how we have used a pronoun (he) to avoid using the same noun twice.

Nelson Mandela (Noun) spent 27 years in prison. He (pronoun) was released in 1990. 

The most important and basic personal pronouns are: 

	
	Singular
	Plural

	First Person
	I, my, mine, me
	we, our, ours, us

	Second Person
	you, your, yours
	you, your, yours

	Third Person
	he, him, his 	
she, her, hers
it, its
	they, their, theirs,
them



Activity 3
1. Rewrite the sentence using the correct pronoun.
[bookmark: _GoBack]E.g. Helen Zille is a well-known political figure in South Africa. 
She is a well-known political figure in South Africa
1. Nelson Mandela was the first democratically elected president in South Africa.
2. The citizens elect their political leaders.
3. I like to watch President Barack Obama’s speeches.
4. Political leaders should be accountable to the people.
5. Corruption is a destructive force in any society. 
2. True or false: Look at the sentences and state whether you think the pronoun is correct. If false, state why.
1. I always vote but sometimes I think mine vote is not important.
2. Members of parliament are important as they make and amend the law.
3. Women make up more than 50% of the South African population and yet she has little representation in politics and business.
4. Political actors are often associated with corruption but they are not all corrupt.
5. Conflict often prevents countries from reaching their true potential. 
Activity 4
Read the paragraph and write down the pronouns and nouns you find in the box below.
Africa has often been characterised as the ‘dark continent’ as it has low levels economic and human development. Some attribute this lack of development to Africa’s long and traumatic history with slavery and colonialism. They argue that the development of Europe directly related to the underdevelopment of Africa in which resources and people were taken from Africa to sustain European development. Some people argue against this notion as they state that Africa’s high levels of corruption are to blame for its underdevelopment. However, their views are often discredited by those who believe Africa is still dominated and exploited by foreign actors. Despite the opposing views on African historical development, it is clear that Africa remains one of the most underdevelopment regions in the world. If we, as Africans, wish to live in a truly prosperous land then better leadership is needed to guide the continent in the right direction. 
3

image1.jpeg
POLITICS
WRITING
SRFUE




