AFRIKANER AND FRENCH CANADIAN NATIONALISM:
A COMPARATIVE STUDY

MAURICE IVOR BENATAR
B.A. (Honours) (McGill)

 DISSERTATION SUBMITTED IN FULFILMENT OF THE
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS
IN POLITICAL STUDIES

UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN
MAY 1993




The copyright of this thesis vests in the author. No
guotation from it or information derived from it is to be
published without full acknowledgement of the source.
The thesis is to be used for private study or non-
commercial research purposes only.

Published by the University of Cape Town (UCT) in terms
of the non-exclusive license granted to UCT by the author.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The contribution of the following people in facilitating the
completion of this dissertation is gratefully acknowledged:

Mrs Jacqueline Berman for her invaluable typing assistance,

encouragement and support.

Professor Heribert Adam for his much needed encouragement when

the task seemed almost insurmountable.

My parents, for always being there when I needed them and

believing in me throughout this degree.

My girlfriend, Dalene, for her 1love, support  and her

interpretive Afrikaans skills.

Finally, I acknowledge the financial assistance of the Centre
for Science Development towards this research. Opinions
expressed and conclusions arrived at, are those of the author
and are not necessarily to be attributed to the Centre for

Science Development.



Abstract

This dissertation seeks to expose comparatively the ideological,
institutional and economic underpinnings which have contributed to
evolving nationalisms within two dual societies, those being Canada
and South Africa. It attempts to explain the parallel historical
development of Afrikaner and French Canadian nationalisms as they
contend with a hostile and dominant English element beholden to
the Empire.

Expansion and rebellion coincides with the advent of British
colonialism as French Canadian and Afrikaner segments find their
previously dominant positions reversed. Their rural, agrarianist,
peripheral culture evolves in isolation from the increasingly

metropolitan British core culture. Demographics are here
determined in conjunction with the interplay of alien cultures
including that of the indigenes. Ethnic pre-nationalist

consciousness is assessed according to intergroup contact.

Religion and its institutional accessories are then looked at as
they contribute to an evolving consciousness. Fragmented cultures
are firmly imbued with a religious character, and religio-
ideological development adapts to new circumstances by preaching
messianism, pre-destination as well as analogising the plight of
their respective disciples with that of the ancient Israelites. The
lines between temporal and heavenly matters are here smudged as
Dutch Reformed and Catholic churches promote group enclosure
mobilising members around core cultural and language issues so as
to preserve clerical power.

After numerous conflagrations pertaining to cultural, political and
economic matters, a modus vivendi is achieved in both societies as
fragment elites for varying reasons negotiate a binding
constitution. The stratification system, however, is characterised
as a cultural division of 1labour whereby French Canadian and
Afrikaner national consciousness becomes a function of Anglo
economic domination. The new dominions are not devoid of their
connections with the Empire and nationalist ideologues are not
hesitant to express the dismay and frustrations which accompany
this power imbalance. Dominion comes to be seen increasingly as
domination.

The social transformations associated with urbanisation,
industrialisation and secularisation further disturb ethnic
relations between contending segments. The eclipse of rural
agrarianism highlights the more pronounced cultural division of
labour. Nationalist proponents are forced to deal with new social
consciousness as peripheral fragment cultures are increasingly
threatened by the alien urban environment. Ethnic conflagrations
surrounding Imperialist ventures (the Two Great Wars) and economic
power differentials usher in more exclusivist ethno-nationalist
movements who stress autonomy and republicanism in Quebec and South
Africa respectively. Eventually conservative nationalism is
triumphant and its ideological doctrine, after a fascist interlude,
succumbs to the realities of a modern era. The conservative
monolith begins to crack as an increasingly interdependent global
context spawns a trend towards democratisation. Afrikaner and
French Canadian nationalisms are forced to redefine themselves
dramatically. Their respective orientations and options vary in
accordance with the most conspicuous demographic and constitutional
variables which differentiates these two societies.
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" INTRODUCTION




The duality of a young child, voluntarily banished from his country
of birth and consequently "settled" in a new land. Unable to
choose between two habitats. Confronted by his past in the new and
conversely restricted by his present in the old. A body complex
having to deal with, among other things, the confrontational
dichotomies within. Such was the story of a young lad forced by
circumstances at an early age to leave rife-torn South Africa on
his way to the winter-land of Canada. Not fully being able to
comprehend the influence and pull imposed upon'him by his land of
origin, those being his formative years; and again only gradually
gaining consciousness and insight into his being within a strange
new environment, those then being the years of his awakening.
Neither here nor there or more precisely both here and there.
Elements of both lands attempting to gain a foothold, to thwart the

other and achieve dominance within the body.

Not dissimilar is the body politic, the state in which ethnic
combatants struggled to reaffirm their presence and to establish
cultural supremacy. Both in Canada and South Africa, French
Canadians and Afrikaners alike had to contend with a dominantiy
hostile English element. Both rejected an assimilationist formula
which would have signalled their timely demise. Both were cast out
like children from their motherlands, aliens to their beloved new
environments; clinging strongly to their faith and resisting even
further intrusion upon a newly adopted reality.

"Resistance", here, is a word which speaks loudly for it connotes
not simply physical resistance. It can be more so a psychological
resistance which makes each group take precautionary measures so as
to prevent a similar condition of alienation from occurring;
"alienation" not being exclusively a Marxist tenet. Used more
loosely, it can be applied to the brimming urban industrial
centres; to a harsh new environment like the frontier or more

vaguely to a territorial displacement.

Taking into account the broadness of this work and the wide body of
material available, it is immediately apparent that few scholars
possess the necessary knowledge and skills to do justice to this
comparative study. This thesis, therefore, presents a raw

preliminary work so as to prepare the way for other projects of a

\
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similar sort. Hence, it is my intention to initially highlight the
most conspicuous similarities and differences, to compare and
contrast these two ethno-nationalist movements and then attempt to
account for them within their respective historical frameworks.
While this dissertation strives to make use of historical
processes, it is primarily a comparative analysis which admittedly
at times appears to convolute a vast historical body so as to
highlight certain structural and institutional parallels.

The founding of new societies reflects the fragmentation of
European culture and ideology. Louis Hartz' argues that fragmented
populations represent an escape from the past subsequently stifling
future developments. The fragments attempt to disengage from the
continuous process of ideological renewal 1in Europe, thereby
lapsing into immobility. Nevertheless, the constrictive European
ideological sphere which locks various "teleologies" together "in
a seething whole" no longer governs ideological developments within
the fragments. Thus, the fragment is permitted to develop without
inhibition. A fragment ethic develops to cope with the "identity
vacuum" brought about by an increasingly distant European homeland.
Out with the old and in with the new characterizes the emergence of
new generations who conceive of themselves as being members of the
fragmented "nation". 0ld world ideologies are refined and
simultaneously converted into new nationalisms. Afrikaner and
French Canadian fragments are forced to renew themselves from
within so as to protect their new found boundaries. A conservative
and traditional nationalist ethos developed to insulate the
fragments and stave off immigrants and particularly, the threat
they posed with their old world approaches.

Unable to stop the hands of time, the fragment is eventually forced
to contend with the impact of the Western Revolutions. The
fragment develops "the passion to flee again, to duplicate in the
face of all reality the original voyage, which comes out in

isolationism."? Nationalism intensifies in the process.
Nevertheless, the réactionary fragment undergoes a historical
reversal and with it comes a moral liberation and an enlargement of
consciousness. New generations shatter the confines of the

fragments deserting their own milieu (as had been the case in
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Europe) and exposing the relativity of their ethic. The new
struggle becomes not an era of escape but an era of return, whereby
mass communications and pressures of global political struggles
breach the insularity of the fragments.? '

The fragmentation theory is flawed. It makes assumptions
concerning homogeneity and consensus existing within the fragment.
It is inherently deterministic insisting that the fragment ethic
remains constant over time without being susceptible to internal
social processes. It also discounts the interplay between
contending fragments and the potential repercussions that this may
have upon the development of national consciousness.* Furthermore,
the impact of modernization and the spread of mass communications
has not contributed to the dissipation of ethnic consciousness. As
Walker Connor suggests, nationalism correlates with "“unsocial
communication®. Increased contact between ethnically diverse
fragments, rather, accelerates and reinforces a divisive

consciousness.®

Nevertheless, the fragmentation theory does convey a sense of
disjointed development, of longing, and of waiting which seems to
embody the emotive aspects of a developing nationalism. It
recognises the ideological push and pull which intimately connects
(both positively and negatively) the fragment to its point of
origin. Its emphasis upon escapism, isolationism, ethos, and
extrication lends itself to the vocabulary of nationalism as
determined by historical analysis. The cyclical and deterministic

nature of nationalism is, here, well captured.

Nationalism remains a relevant topic as evidenced by the high
profile which it currently commands upon the political agenda of
numerous states. Distinctions have been made between ethnic
mobilisation and nationalism. This is significant particularly when
discussing nationalism as a movement aimed at wrestling state power
in the interests of ethnic constituencies. Ethnic mobilisers strive
to furnish in-group members with the necessary consciousness so as
to empower them in the construction of "nationhood". Nationalism
has also fallen victim to the interpretations of academia

determined to account for it within their particularistic
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frameworks. At the first opportunity, one has to draw a
distinction between nationalism and its third world counterpart,
referred to as nation-building. Nationalism in itself contains the
notion of an exclusivist ethnicity while nation-building attempts
to bond, to fuse diverse ethnic elements into an amalgamation under
a common single authority.® This distinction is significant in
both Canada and South Africa. Throughout their complex histories,
it is clear that struggle between contending ethnic and racial
groups and within them to some degree has centred around this
dichotomy. Canadian politics even until the present day is ripe
with federalist versus separatist conflict; the former seeking to
preserve the constitutional arrangements and the fabric of a bi-
ethnic (not to mention multicultural) state structure; the latter
endorsing the destruction of the state structure through regional
ethno-political (in Quebec) disengagement. 1In South Africa,
ethnicity has been more forcefully politicised and ominously so
under the cloak of apartheid. State separation of racial groups
has cultivated a culture of exclusivity rendering necessary nation-
building difficult indeed.

Recent developments in Eastern Europe have generated a revival of
interest in the on-going debate on nationalism. The dissolution of
the Soviet Empire and its subsequent fragmentation prompted
previously repressed ethnic entities to rediscover and express that
which had been declared off limits by Marxist-Leninist inspired
internationalist doctrine. While the fragmentation of "Communist"
Eastern Europe into national entities had not significantly
influenced similar movements outside of that region, it had in fact
mirrored developments less than a century earlier. The break up of
Britain had produced a movement toward national sovereignty.

"New worlds" which had become appendages to the Empire had sought
to assert their individual notions of independence and self-
determination. Even European fragments which constituted the
Dominions pondered re-evaluation of their existing links with their

colonial motherlands.

The disintegration of the British Empire, referred to in academic
circles as decolonization, marked the most notable similarity

contextually of Afrikaner and French Canadian nationalism. Each



5
ethnic entity (its degree of cohesiveness subject to changing
circumstances) became subject to British colonial policies in one
way or another. As such, both fragments developed a national
consciousness which to varying degrees became a function of their
reactions to Anglo economic domination. What differentiates these
two case studies from numerous other colonial situations (commonly
associated with third world struggles) draws upon the fact that in
each case, double-layered colonialism can be said to have occurred.
Alternatively, one could say that both Afrikaners and French
Canadian, themselves colonizers, were in turn to find themselves
playing the unenviable role of the colonized. With the withering of
empire came the critical reassessment of its psychic and material
rewards in which ethnic "minorities" partook. It also contributed
to the demystification and decline in the 1legitimacy of the

centralized state authority.

A form of internal colonialism came to exist intricately binding
the culturally distinct peripheral collectivities to the core.
National discrimination painted a picture not unlike the third
world colonial situation. As such, trade and commercial endeavours
tended to be monopolised by core members forcing the peripheral
economy into a state of dependence. Thus, a cultural division of
labour existed whereby economic differences correlated with
cultural ones. Internal colonialism focuses upon "political
conflict between core and peripheral groups as mediated by the
central government." Peripheral cultures evolve in isolation from
the rest of the world and are aggravated by increased transactions
with the core collectivity. The survival of nationalism, however,
would depend upon the continued existence of a stratification
system giving cultural distinctions political salience by linking

them to opportunity accessibility.

A specialised occupational structure worked to strengthen intra-
ethnic bonds of solidarity. This promoted the interaction of
status equals within group  boundaries thereby increasing the
prevalence of common economic interests amongst members.
Collective mobilisation depended upon group enclosure, itself a
function of, a collectively perceived, inadequate access to

resources. Group enclosure would be maximised under conditions of
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extreme social isolation and where selective incentives were
apportioned to promote compliance. Furthermore, residential

segregation frequently existed thus rigidifying the 1lines of
division which already were present within the occupational
structure. As such, peripheral regions tended to be relatively
impoverished and prone to an arrested development. The emergence
of a cultural division in labour reflected the super-imposition of
cultural differences upon economic inequalities. These cleavages
of interest arose in response to the differential advantage
conferred upon each group as a result of an uneven wave of
industrialisation over territorial space. This cultural division
of labour, in turn, contributed to the development of ethnic
identity thereby constraining the individual in all his/her
activities. The major obstacle to nation~building related, then to
the malintegration of the periphery with the core according to
terms perceived to be unjust and unrepresentative by the former.”
The upsurge of nationalism, then, relates to the declining
authority and effectiveness of the political core. "Undermining its
moral claims on the allegiance of peripheral groups and reducing
the economic and psychic satisfactions it is able to deliver"®
lends credence to the claims of ethno-nationalist élites for

autonomy and self-determination.

The internal colonial model is readily applicable to Afrikanerdonm,
its secluded agrarianist development dissipating and its members
increasingly peripheralized both culturally and economically within
the Anglo dominated urban hub. Complications arise as Afrikaner
nationalism appears triumphant usurping the role of superordinate
group and seeking to stabilize its advantages through policies
aimed at institutionalizing the existing stratification system.
Although Africans are notably victimized in this process, likewise
are the Anglo industrialists who previously formed the core
particularly with regard to state sector employment. The internal
colonial model only deals with two actors while changes relating to
the South African context paint a ménage a trois in which the
superordinate position shifts from one group to the next while each
group occupies the subordinate position at one time or another.
This' model generates greater confusion when one notes that

political, economic and cultural superordination do not necessarily
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fall together onto the lap of a particular group. This model,
furthermore, discounts the significant influence wielded by the
metropole in dealing with settler-indigenous relations during the

decolonization period.

The internal colonial model better describes ethnic relations
within Canada. French Canadian agrarianist ideology and rural
development inadequately prepared group members who increasingly
occupied lower strata occupations within the Anglo dominated urban
realm. Nevertheless, again the roles would become confused after
the "Quiet Revolution®. Bilingualism tended to favour French
Canadians within Federal Government structures, although their
minority status tempered the decision making influence that they
were to wield. Furthermore, greater autonomy for Quebec would
prove to shift the focus upon a newly subordinate group, that being
the English minority within the province who became increasingly
peripheralized in tandem with more nationalistic francization
policies. Nevertheless, the internal colonial model is useful in
both cases particularly prior to 1960. The cultural division of
labour, a stratification system and the peripheralization of
subordinate groups (particularly in the economic sphere) well
explain the survival of nationalism and its intensification with
greater inter-group contact. The internal colonial model seems to

be highly interpretive.

The opening up and closing of the frontier in both Southern Africa
and North America produced a two-fold effect. Firstly, the
exportation of colonial land agents and settlers to far reaching
areas signalled the beginning of an era characterized by pre-
industrial rural development and the extension of European
feudalism. Social pressures in Europe and aristocratic commercial
undertakings had led to the creation of new settlements. The
formative years were characterized by environmental hardships and
an inter-play with alien native inhabitants. Ethnic consciousness
was racially defined. Changing circumstances on the frontier and
the struggle for land in particular provided opportunities and set

the limits for human activity there.
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The Canadian and South African frontier were similar in that rival
segments within both the indigenous and colonial population found
themselves competing with one another. Cross cutting ties were

fostered in the process. Furthermore, both the Africans and the
Indians became subject to manipulative European schemes as
evidenced by continuously shifting alliances. Conversely, the
indigenes in both cases were, at opportune moments, to exploit
those cleavages which developed between contending European

segments.

The expansion of Europe (and ultimately capitalism) appeared to
follow a similar chronology. While Europeans moved westwards in
North America, they moved northward and eastward in Southern
Africa. Notably, expansion was accompanied by devastating disease,
the effects of which determined regional demographics. Lamar and
Thompson suggest that vulnerability to disease seemed to correlate
with varying degrees of isolation among the indigenous population.
The Indians, who were historically isolated for a substantial time
period remained a genetically uniform population while the people
of South Africa were far less isolated and notably far less
vulnerable. This hypothesis seems to have relevancy when one notes
that the far less isolated Bantu populace was also far more
resistant to the effects of disease than were the more isolated
Khoikhoi herders and San hunter-collectors.® As such the crippling
effects of disease upon the Indian population radically altered the
demographic equation in that region, and coupled with a tide of
white immigration, war and a shrinking land-base relegated the "red
man" to a negligible numerical proportion. The apocalyptic impact
of disease upon the Indians was not quite as dramatic with regard
to the Bantu Africans who managed to weather the plague. Coupled
with the fact that the South African landscape offered relatively
fewer intrinsic attractions (prior to the diamond and gold
discoveries) and presented much more formidable barriers to the
expansion of settlements, fewer Europeans colonized the area so
ensuring the continued numerical preponderancy of the African
population. As such, while sufficient European settlement in North
America made any subsequent reversal of power unattainable, white
settlement remained inconclusive throughout Africa. These

developments are significant. While the marginalization and
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acculturation of the Indians had lent itself to a proportionately
significant French Canadian population (about 26% at present),
frontier developments had cast Afrikaners as a less significant

(about 7% presently) proportionality.

Merchant capitalism’s seizure and shaping of the native economy
both in Canada and South Africa can initially be seen to have been
spearheaded by British imperialist ventures. Frontiersmen in both
societies exercised their exit options so as to act independently
within the open parameters of the frontier. As such, elements in
both cases subjected themselves willingly to the hazards of
frontier society. The threat of military force, whereby the
colonial power attempted to subjugate unruly adventurers, met with
resistance. For the most part, however, rural-based resistance was
crushed by military force. Frequently, rebellious movements fell
victim to native "predators" as was the case with both Piet Retief
and Dollard des Ormeaux. When contending European foes were
engaged in military struggle, the casualties were more extensive as
was the case with the 1885 Northwest Rebellion and most notably the

Boer War.

Assimilationist designs and the more powerful British counter-
culture supplemented increasingly entrenched Anglo economic
domination producing cultural anxieties within both fragment
societies. Cultural concerns revolved primarily around language
and educational issues. Despite these similarities, one need be
cognisant of the fact that Canadian Frénch, although dialectically
different, could continue to regenerate itself in tandem with
European French and its developing literature. The French language
itself in Europe remained unscathed; and although cultural strains
in French Canada gave birth eventually to a "bastardized"
"Fringlish" lingo, the dilapidated "joual" lingua franca remained
an embarrassment in the French Canadian courts. The French
language remained sacrosanct as a barometer of status and, in spite
of linguistic aberration in some areas, remained the official

language of Quebec even unto the present day.

The Afrikaans language, described by some as a "kitchen language"

achieved official recognition alongside English in the Union
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supplanting high Dutch both in the courts and in the educational
sphere. Afrikaans became a newly developed language forced to
struggle on its own account without the aid of an established
European language and its 1literary accessories. The Afrikaans
language had to, therefore, generate its own development without a

securely established catalyst.

Nevertheless, these differences, while undoubtedly relevant, were
overshadowed by the similar views which Quebecois and Afrikaners
held of their country of origin respectively. Conversely, even
early on both were perceived by Europe as aberrant and
underdeveloped Diaspora. These perceptions were fuelled by images
of colonial boorishness, national proximity (to the European
motherland) and an increasingly diluted and degenerative spoken

language.

Confrontations between founding pioneers and Imperialist agents set
the stage for a subdued compromise (in Canada, the BNA Act of 1867;
in South Africa, the Union of 1910) in which both French Canadians
and Afrikaners were respectively co-opted into the parameters of a
new state. Sensing that the terms of the new dispensation were
clearly biased toward Anglo hegemonic interests, each persisted in
the struggle against Imperialism adhering to respected principles
(notably, self-determination) wherever instrumental. The legacy of
Imperialism remains a recurrent theme as evidenced by subsequent
ethnic conflagrations surrounding conscription, language,

educational and immigration issues.

Contextual transformation within each case study becomes most
pronounced after Dominion particularly as both societies are forced
to adjust to new social consciousness arising from the effects of
what is termed the industrial revolution. Others have dubbed this
period as the inset of modernisation, commonly associated with
urbanization, and significantly with secularization.
Significantly, here, because institutional religion in both
fragmented societies would serve as the sedimentary rock, the
ideological underpinnings for an ethnically-based movement. The
cohesive ideological force provided by institutional religion

imbued each fragment with a sense of exclusivity (defined according
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to changing circumstances), differentiating between those who were
the select part of the Christianizing mission and the "heathen
savage' population. Shrouded in mythological garb, clerical
nationalists in both Afrikaner and French Canadian camps would
analogise the plight of their "chosen" peoples with that of the
Children of Israel as described in the 0ld Testament.

The mind set of both fragmented ethnicities would rely heavily upon
religious principles. Institutional religion strove to reinforce
bonds of exclusivity by redrawing the line between temporal and
heavenly matters according to changing contexts. Sensing that
religious tenets, too, had to adapt to unsettling circumstances
lest they should lapse into obsolescence, clerical nationalists
were forced to overlap reality and testament. The historicity of
each group, thus, had to be interpreted through a skewed clerico-

nationalist lens.

Righteous suffering provides the flysheet for a nationalist tent
propped up on the pliable pillows of ethnic constituencies. Pegged
down with morality doctrines, the opening is strictly reserved for
the compliant soldiers. Remaining solid and resistant to the
roughest conditions, the camp ripples with the winds of change. No
more room to pitch and the rain comes down hard. A peg loosens and
is discarded. Another follows suit and shortly the faith no longer

anchors the structures that be.

A retrospective nationalist revival draws upon historical images
depicting the bonding process in its progressive stages. A picture
forms; the icy white alienation; the dark and sinister invader; all
splattered blood red and of course the sun always remains overhead.
The stage shifts from rural dgreen pastures to grey concrete
heights.

The impact of industrialisation on ethnic relations and more
specifically the ways in which the problem of inter-group
competition for industrial jobs was addressed is a relevant subject
for analysis. The industrial revolution and resulting urbanisation
would significantly alter the sphere of operation for Afrikaners

and French Canadians who were thrust unwittingly into the urban
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domain. Outdated land-farm systems contributed in both cases to
the gradual eclipse of rural agrarianism. The closing frontier
made exit options no longer viable. No more was land a disposable

commodity. New land could no longer be acquired at will.

Anglo industrial principles set the standards for newly urbanised
Afrikaners and French Canadians whovincreasingly found themselves
lacking the necessary skills to compete openly on the market.
Here, the differences between developing Afrikaner and Quebec
nationalism are more pronounced. Vital differences relate to the
use of indigenes for labour purposes. South African history has,
from its beginning, witnessed an increasingly capitalist economy in
which the indigenous African formed an integral part. The South
African infrastructure was built upon the sweat of imported slaves
and indigenous labour. Some found employment working as herdsmen
or domestic servants in exchange for squatting rights. Still
others braved the darkness peopling the underground mines so as to
extract resources for the enrichment of wealthy magnates. The
development of Canada relied primarily on European emigrant labour.
The Indians served no practical economic function (save the fur
trade) and were constantly removed from the paths of European
advance. Denigrated and assimilated, Indians in the pre-industrial

era were few in numbers yet they were not similarly enslaved.

The Imperialist export-oriented market economy had become
entrenched within the South African system. African reservations
were maintained, their size limited so as to induce a constant flow
of migrant labourers required to man the factories and mines which
characterized the white establishment. The industrial capitalist
society was not, however, initially colour-conscious.
Impoverishment was not solely a black phenomenon. Afrikaans-
speakers were for the most part unskilled and the alien urban
environment threatened to denationalize them. Vulnerable on two
fronts, Afrikaners found themselves in competition with cheaper
African labour while simultaneously having to contend with profit-
seeking English capitalists. Francophone Canadians likewise
experienced the transitional trauma which plunged them into an
environment clearly dominated by powerful English money interests.

Yet for reasons aforementioned, the battle lines were clearly
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drawn. No indigenous third front existed within the urban realn.
Thus, one need be sensitized to differing definitions of “peoples"

and "sides" which were applicable in each case.

Later developments were to reveal that even upon attainment of
political power and in spite of concerted efforts aimed at
repressing the African population, Afrikaner nationalists could not
defeat their indigenous opponents and increasingly had to rely on
their labour and co-operation. One could posit the hypothesis
that the triumph of Afrikaner nationalism and even its early

evolution at the start of the century within the union had been a
racial confrontation. This hypothesis could in fact reason that
the co-optation of Afrikaner 1leaders to within an inherited
Imperialist framework (which divided the territory along racial
lines according to the 1913 Land Act) after the Boer War clearly
signalled where the battle lines were to be drawn. While not
altogether untrue, the notion of a flexibly homogeneous white
racial block prior to 1960 superficially minimizes consequent
ethnic antagonism which would mobilise Afrikaans-speakers and

English-speakers into different camps.

Similarly, there is a tendency to characterize the Canadian debate
as a duel of sorts between French and English combatants rather
than one between Federalists and Separatists. Ethnic antagonism
has captured the spotlight, historically, in part due to
erratically buoyant French Canadian nationalism. The battle lines
within an ethnic framework between contending European fragments
are more easily marked in Canada than they are in South Africa.
This is due to the fact that the Quebecois have a clearly defined
territory while the Afrikaners are interspersed. Canadian
Federalism gives Quebec nationalists a political base from which to
"stand their ground" against perceived opponents. Those attempting
to dispute this "ethnic standoff" approach tend to redefine
conflict on a constitutional plane. That is, conflict is rather
viewed as a Jjurisdictional power-play between Federal and
Provincial Government structures. While this relationship tends to
' be most problematic with regard to Quebec, gripings in the ranks of
other Provincial Governments are, here, not marginalised.
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Nevertheless, in spite of decades of successive efforts, the
Federal-Provincial conferences have not resolved the impasse.
Underlying these failures is disagreement which centres upon the
terms and spirit of Confederation. Despite divergent outlooks
within English Canada itself, there exists a loose consensus with
regard to one issue. English Canada out-rightly rejects the notion
of two founding nations and arrogantly refuses to make concessions
acceptable to French Canadians. As a result, the present
constitutional arrangements have increasingly fallen out of favour
with a disgruntled Quebec. English Canada disputes and rejects the
ethnic equation preferring to take solace in the words rather than
the spirit of the British North America Act. Conversely, French
Canada thrives upon this cleavage which is perceived to be more a
national than a constitutional dilemma (albeit recognising that the

two are inseparable).

Comparative studies must necessarily give full attention to the
socio~economic and institutional underpinnings of nationalism. This
is not to exclude ideological developments and expression which are
significantly stressed in this work. The orientation of this
project is emphatically ethno-nationalist. Nevertheless, adequate
consideration has been awarded to those analysts and researchers
who differ across the political spectrum in their terminology and
approach. Avoiding a fully fledged theoretical analysis on
nationalism, this work recognises the pitfalls associated with
tackling the complex debate, which is a separate topic in itself.
Drawing on both literatures, and selecting certain features, this
thesis attempts to comparatively describe two diverse societies.

Despite the overwhelmingly descriptive character of this project,
a number of questions implicitly arise thus revealing explanatory
objectives which strive to insert this study into a larger context.
Questions of ethnicity and those processes which contribute towards
the evolution of nationalism necessarily spring to mind. Competing
interpretations squabble over the essence of consciousness and
those factors which impact upon its progressive development. Few
reject the significant applications which the principle of
nationalities imposes upon society. Yet, whether nationalism is but

a transient phenomena or a procreative reality remains unanswered.
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This unsolved mystery touches upon the very heart of consciousness
and changing identities which vary according to the needs and

circumstances of individuals and associative collectivities.

This comparative thesis seeks to distance itself from scientific
approaches which attempt almost obsessively to find sociological
rules, operationalise concepts and coherently situate data within
the confines of changing paradigms. While models for fragmented
societies can provoke a plethora of interesting "revelations",
paradigmatic constrainsts inevitably detract from and falsely
influence conclusions forthcoming.'® There are those who proclaim
that consciousness recognises itself in others, and knows the other
in itself. "What is true for the individual is even more so for

societies. There is no nation without other nations."**

This paper progresses in sequence, each sequence historically
connected and intrusive upon the next. Like a drama or a play each
chapter depicts a new sequence in which new actors and novel props
are infused into the continuing saga. To achieve a coherent
organisation and analysis of the vast subject matter, the
development and evolution of ethno-nationalism has been divided
into parallel phases or aspects, associated primarily with specific
historical periods and sometimes with broad ideological and
thematic influences. Being the producer in this instance, it was
my aim to highlight and display significant actors and historical
events so as to endear this project with some form of thematic

relevance; ethnic nationalism being the theme of sorts.

Political analysts, historians and sociologists have documented and
commented upon the theoretical, institutional, economic, religious
and political underpinnings of nationalism. It is such texts
regarded as expert studies upon Afrikaner society, Afrikaner
nationalism and Afrikaner political thought which 1lay the
foundation for this project; similarly, with the French Canadian
experience. Although these academic works may be seen as secondary
materials, they are in this context primary, remembering that the
comparative aspect be the ultimate objective. Frequently, the
nationalists are themselves cited while at other junctures anti-

nationalist spokespersons bring greater clarity to the debate.
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Neﬁspaper articles and smaller essays also form part of the
resource base, yet they are few and far between. The study
recognises the vast literature available and succinctly strives to
incorporate a workable resource centre. Historical review enables
one to better draw out similarities and differences thereby making
this project accessible to the common reader. Personal contacts
with individuals from diverse backgrounds within both societies
have perhaps provided me with more insightful perspectives. These
non documented sources have proven to be motivatbrs. My personal
interest in this topic arises from my unique circumstances outlined
in brevity. This thesis is expository‘and based solidly upon

varying academic works.
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The curtain opens revealing a sparsely inhabited land, ‘unfounded’
from a Eurocentric perspective until the arrival of colonists, the
Dutch in South Africa and the French in Canada. This chapter
attempts to recount the formative years of settlement and of
national awakening. It is, furthermore, divided into two sections.
The first deals with the nature of society in New France and the
Cape Colony. It describes pre-Conquest consciousness as
determined by the caste-like feudal structure in which the
metropolitan company officials ranked above the more rural colonist
population. Company business dictated the orientation and
objectives of each colony which basically revolved around a single
primary commodity. Trade also to a large extent depended upon the
indigenes, various African and Indian tribes in South Africa and
Canada respectively. The disposition and plight then of the native
populations in both societies need be examined in-so-far as they
affect the changing and evolving consciousness of the Euro-
settlers. Pioneer expansionism is also given voice once again
within the context of a colonist-Company cleavage whereby pastoral
adventurers chose to disengage from the rigidity and restrictions
imposed by the latter. This section concludes with an evaluation
of pre-Conquest consciousness as 1t relates to national

development.

The second section begins with an assessment of the Conquest, its
legacy and the consequent struggle for survival. It concentrates
primarily upon disengagement and pioneering movements which would
eventually determine the demographics and territorial limitations
of the future state in each case study. Disengagement refers to
both a mass migration as in the form of a Great Trek and/or a
rebellion. Charismatic and key personalities are also highlighted
so as to show the significance of national figures within a
developing nationalist mythology. The early dawning of British
imperialist arrogance is discussed as is the sprouting of anti-
imperialist national consciousness. This chapter concludes with an
historical appraisal demonstrating some comparative elements within

each society.
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The Cape Colony: 1652-1795

The arrival of the Dutch in South Africa in 1652 and the
establishment of the Dutch East India Company as a colonial trading
post marked the beginning of a white settler society at the foot of
Africa. The Cape Colony consisted primarily of traders, colonial

officials or company servants, and free burghers.” Slaves and
aliens (the Khoikoi and Bushman) filled the bottcm rungs of the
social ladder. Company farm land was awarded to the freeburghers
who drew closer into an interdependent relationship with company
officials dependent on their produce. The caste-like society which
came to be set the stage for a pigmentocracy as racial
consciousness developed in sync with privilege and status. The
arrival in 1688 of French Huguenots fleeing persecution at home
coupled with German and other European immigrants formed the ethnic
base of what later came to be the Afrikaner. These European
migrants became stock farmers in the 18th Century valuing land in
a relatively open frontier.? By 1800, they were welded into a
separate people with distinct characteristics and a wunique
language. Their simple rural based pattern of 1life and the
hardships faced in the open veld carved a pioneering spirit which
fostered personal values of independence, dexterity, stubbornness,
resoluteness against force, and love of freedom and open land
space. At the start of the 18th Century, the Cape was firmly an
agricultural colony. Various economic constraints attributed to
the autocratic nature of the Company inspired a revolt by the
colonists in 1705 under the rule of governor Van der Stel. It was
two years later that Hendrik Bibault first used the term
"Afrikaner" to identify himself. An "Africaan" referred to a white
colonist physically born in South Africa and in the 19th century,
the term "Africaander" was in general use among white colonists to
identify themselves as a group.?

Further grievances between the colonists and officials developed.
Young Adam Tas became a hero as he successfully petitioned the
removal of an exploitative governor. The widening gap between
officials and colonists, and the latter’s intolerance with the



20
former’s practice must be noted.4 Each set of farms because a state
in miniature; and the spirit of independence only grew as a slew of
"Kaffir Wars’ reinforced bonds of solidarity and attachment to the
soil. The political and economic bankruptcy of the Company and its
blatant disregard for colonist concerns would foreshadow the anti-
colonial struggle which would intensify with the arrival of
imperialist Britain and its consequent control. Patterson states
plainly that the Dutch Hollanders, who occupied influential posts
in the church, schools and civil service were widely disliked for
what the Boers ’‘regarded as supercilious sophistication and liberal
views’; this was similar to the way in which the mainland French

were regarded in Quebec.®

Company restrictions upon the economic advancement of the free
burghers existed in the very nature of its role as a trading body
holding political power.® The perceived economic heartlessness of
the V.0.C. and the increasing hardships encountered by the 18th
Century crop farmers of the Cape Peninsula and Stellenbosch led to
the emergence of the trekboer as the Cape’s first white
frontiersman. This roving pastoralist driven by ah adventurous
spirit became enticed by the hunting and land which the interior
presented before him.” Under the informal loan farm system, the
trekboer could lay claim to huge tracts of land paying an annual
fee in recognition of the Company’s dominion. Yet in practice, he
was unlikely to be evicted if he did not pay and so in essence lay
outside Company control. The advance of the white frontier and
their contact with the indigenous Khoisan hunting bands led do
conflict. They were forced to accept incorporation or else

retreat.

Crapanzano’s analysis reveals that from the beginning of Dutch
settlement, there existed tension between the Company and those
Cape residents outside of its employ. It was these rebellious
renegades and adventurers who became trekboers, semi-nomadic
pastoralists who lost more of their European heritage as they moved
farther from Cape Town. Sir John Barrow displays his biased
ethnocentricism describing the trekboers as (an) unindustrious,
primitive, unenterprising gluttons, cigarettes/pipes in mouth and

constantly getting drunk on spirits, laziness and mindless
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racism; Crapanzano cites such an attitude as revealing in that it
prompted, as did others 1like it, the Boers to trek into the

country.?

The Khoikoi’s experience of trading with European vessels seeking
fresh provisions made them initially wunalarmed by the Dutch
intrusion. Yet they gradually came to realize that the Dutch were
not passing ships in the night but rather had come to stay,
increasing in numbers as well as in land holdings.® Thus the
encroachment of white farming on the pasture lands led to conflict
and war (1659-60; 1673-1677). The exploitation of the indigenous
Khoikoi revolved around the cattle trade and of course, land. The
unreliability of the former (as the Khoikoi suppiied cattle) led
the colonists to begin setting up a competing livestock economy.
It also prompted them to use coercion as to deprive the Khoikoi of
their remaining cattle. The disintegration of the Khoikoi economy
and way of life resulted in Khoikoi migration to remote semi desert
regions; some retreated to more mountainous areas where they
adapted and blended in with the Khoisan hunters; still others hung
around the white farms and settlements seeking casual labour. In
1713, a devastating smallpox epidemic wiped out most of the Khoikoi
population in the vicinity of areas of white habitation.
Fredrickson sums it up well commenting on the fate of the Khoikoi
and the coastal Indians. He states, "Again a weaker and less
organized people gave way to a more powerful and unified invader.
In both instances, there was a pattern of trade that turned out to

be destructive to the indigenes".'®

New France: 1534-1759

The founding of New France in 1534 by explorer Jacques Cartier and
the consequent establishment of a French trading post by navigator
Champlain in 1603 marked the beginning of the French regime’s
colonial control in the new world.* Exploitation of the fur trade
through manipulation of the native Indian populations led to firm
commercial monopolies established by the Company.'* The influx of
merchants facilitated the economic exploitation of resources for
the benefit of the metropolis. The companies were the legal owners
of the land awarding strips known as "seigneuries" to various

individuals.*® The recipient of the land became known as a
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seigneur, ranked just lower than the French nobility on the caste-
type social ladder. There were approximately 100 "cenistaires" in
each seigneurial domain, cultivating the land, paying taxes to the
seigneur and receiving but three quarters of the grain ground at
the mill. The seigneur in turn was responsible to the authorities
for collecting rents, taxes, grains and accounting for them. As
’socialist’ historian Léandre Bergeron amply states, "the colony is
a milk-cow (for the metropolis) that must find its own hay."**

Guerilla warfare by the Iroquois against the colonists prompted the
arrival of 100 French soldiers to protect Ville Marie (later to be

known as Montreal) from such attacks. The Monarch Louis XIV
tightened his grip on the colony, appointing a governor directly
to control external relations and command the army. The

"intendant", another civil servant, would be responsible for trade
settlement, cultivation, finances and justice. Control of the fur
trade became a priori obsession as Frontenac, then governor in
1672, traded for furs with brandy. Expeditions into the Great
Lakes, trading posts in Louisiana and English competition would
eventually lead to territorial treaties between the two colonial
powers. The 17th century saw the metropolis saturated with beaver
pelts. France lost interest in Canada setting the colony adrift.
The French colonial presence grew encompassing Quebec, Ontario, New
Brunswick, the Mississippi Valley and Louisiana. Yet it was

sparsely populated and badly organized. Various forts were
constructed especially around Quebec and Montreal and in the Lake
Champlain area. Between 1713 - 1739, the white French settler

population increased from 18000 to 43000 due to a high birth rate.
The King’s illegitimate daughters of grand French ladies, orphans
and prostitutes, the rejects and outcasts, prisoners, and stranded
soldiers mixed to form the foundation stock of the Quebecois. The
Metropolitans were distinguished from the "Canayens" (people of
French origin born in Canada) by their aristocratic manners,
clothes and their refined language. It was not uncommon for a
Canayen to sometimes leave the seigneurie to become a free coureur-
de-bois rejoicing in his independent spirit despite being
exploited.*® It soon became obvious that France had little interest
in the development of New France. Only 10 000 migrants had come to

Quebec, one-third of those consisting of military personnel.’c
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Prior to the arrival of imperialist Britain, there had been little
agricultural development as settlers lived on a river frontage
divided into long narrow strips, giving each farm access to water,
transport and forest resources. These rangs were feudalistic in
nature despite the fact that the social gap between seigneurs and
habitants (Canayens) was not insurmountably wide. Thus seigneurs
could be likened, as does Postgate and McRoberts, to colonial land
agents rather than feudal lords. Some were former farmers while

7 Farms became self-

some were drawn from the French nobility.*
sufficient economic units as other economic activity had been
banned either due to French mercantilist policy, or as in the fur
trade, because France directly controlled it. The habitants were
unskilled labourers, idle men and vagabonds cast out by France to
create indigenous industry, develop agriculture and populate.*®
They were but "paupers" and prisoners pithy in comparison to the
French merchants who wanted New France to remain a trading post and
a source of raw materials (particularly the fur trade which was
monopolised by a few French from France merchants). Fightiné
battles for the King, a continuous influx of soldiers with each
war; and after each treaty, these soldiers now penniless remained
to swell the ranks of the habitants. The seigneuries became
overpopulated causing the land to deteriorate with resulting hunger

strikes.*”

Guindon describes the feudal trading society of New France as one
initiated, financed, directed and stymied by the administration of
the French Court. The caste system ranked in stature: the colonial
administrators, soldiers, businessmen of the fur trade, clergy, and
an emigrant population. Final authority rested in the hands of an
appointed governor.?*® Jean C. Bonenfant and Jean-C. Falardeau, in
their analysis of French Canadian nationalism, put forward that
only a 1latent form of patriotism existed in French Canada.
Collective traits developed which made French Canadians different
from the France born French. Yet, nationalism did not exist in
French Canada prior to the British conquest.® Nationalism involved
a scale of values of which they were not yet aware. Marcel Rioux,
in his academically acclaimed "La Question du Quebec!" describes the
original habitants as rather homogeneous, and as a result of the

considerable Church influence upon the colony, the dangers faced
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against the Amerindians and Iroquois, and the binding internal
elements of values, institutions, language and religion, the
Quebecois had to unite to survive. The habitants, furthermore,
differed to the French in that the former were rural while the
latter were metropolitan and lived in the cities.?® The habitant
was a man cut off bit by bit from the grand tradition, that
isolated himself from other strata of society and became the pivot
of Quebecois society. Falardeau compares the parish of New France
to that which existed in France at the same time (17th century).
Three institutions shared the social and political power, the
village Assembly, the seignheur and the curé.®® 1In describing the
rangs along the river, Rioux states that the habitations were not
grouped around a central core as were French villages. The
seigneur was preoccupied with administration and the war leaving

the colonists to live independently.

The consequences were significant instilling in the habitants,
early on, a spirit of independence and liberty that they had not
been exposed to in France. They also adopted quickly a life-style
of a small enclosed group where all were regarded equally and
shared the same ideals in 1life. With regard to Falardeau’s
comparison of 17th Century France and Quebec, Rioux states that
while France had three institutions, each representing a certain
weight, in Quebec the parish priest-curé stood alone. His role
permeated all sectors of life notably education.?®® Mason Wade
refutes common claim that the French Canadians were primarily an
agriculturally disposed people. Rather, they were soldiers and
adventurers and artisans, somewhat gregarious in nature. Rather
than isolating themselves in the country, they tended to cluster
together in the towns. This is apparent when one notes that
Montreal, by the beginning of the 18th century, had already become
the commercial center of the colony. New France was really only
made up of two classes, the ruling élite of administrators, clergy
and noble seigneurs on the one hand and the masses on the other.?®
The élite were French (native or by assimilation) while the people
identified themselves as Canadians and were jealous of Frenchmen.
Jesuit visitor Pére Charlevoix describes the habitants as putting
all their happiness in liberty and independence. Their negative

characteristics include "avarice, conceit, lack of scientific
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knowledge, ingratitude, over-weaning pride, impetuousness..." On
the positive side, they were pious, religious, brave and clever.
Charlevoix found the free and lax climate of Canada as ample to
"retain those whom Providence has caused to be born there", yet the
habitants frivolity and aversion to regular labour, and their
spirit of independence have always led a number of young men to
leave and so "prevented the colony from peopling itself".?® The
success of the fur trade would largely be dependent upon the
"coureurs-de-bois" (roving fur trappers and traders). Thus many
French settlers were lured away or "escaped" from the habitant way
of life through this alternative route. This in turn acted as to
prevent the consolidation of a thorough going regime of seigniorial
feudalism in French Canada. It is therefore understandable that
seigneurs and clergy alike denounced the fur trade for fostering a
spirit of individualism, independence and materialism within the

lower class.?

Bergeron plots out the chain of the fur trade. New France comprised
of the Company, the Coureur-de-Bois and the Red Man. The Company
is described as middlemen (for traders in the metropolis) of a
bourgeois social class taking 60% of all profits while not
providing any productive labour (Bergeron considers amassing
capital as unproductive labour). The Coureur-de-Bois are portrayed
as carriers and middlemen taking but 4.99% of profits while
contributing 5% of productive 1labour. The Coureur-de-Bois is
described as guasi-proletarian. The sub-proletarian Red Man, on
the other hand, takes but .01% of profits while accounting for 65%
of productive labour. The Indian was therefore the real producer
and the biggest loser in the commercial chain.?* The Indians
viewed the rapid expansion of white settlement with alarm. The
resistance of the Indians in Canada to territorial 1loss and
cultural disintegration was predictably limited by tribal rivalries
which prevented unified action against the invaders.®® The Iroquois
watched the French and their "allies", the Hurons and Algonquins
advance into their territory. Advancing on Trois Riviéres and Ville
Marie, they inflicted heavy losses upon the French. Supported by
arms supplies from the Dutch at Fort Orange (Albany) and by the
English of "New England", the Iroquois, in 1658, intensified their

guerrilla attacks. Dollard des Ormeaux and his men were



26
slaughtered as they attempted to hold off the Iroquois, and in
1662, Ville Marie nearly fell. Finally, however, the Iroquois
onslaught fell victim to smallpox contracted from blankets left
behind by the French to cover their sick. Iroquois morale was
furthermore dealt a crippling blow as widespread famine set in and

another hundred French soldiers arrived.®°

Concluding Synthesis
The settlement in the Cape Colony and New France can be seen in a
similar light prior to the British conquest. Both developed as

splinterings of Europe serving as trading posts to furnish the
needs of their Euro-metropolis. The hierarchical nature of both
societies approached a caste-like superstructure in which status
and social class correlated with identification or "national
proximity" to Europe. In the Cape, the Company made up of
Hollanders exerted control upon the free burghers, an ethnic
mélange of colonists disposed toward a rural and agricultural
pattern of 1life. The solidification and development of these
stock farmers into a separate people drew its blood from common
language ties, and a harsh environment, in which unity was a
prerequisite to withstand sporadic attacks and conflict with the
indigenous populations. The autocratic rule of colonial governors
and the economic and political monopoly of Company interests
further polarized officials and colonists. In New France,
monopolizing Companies exploited the colony for its raw materials,
particularly with regard to the fur trade. The "habitants" of New
France were similarly disposed to primary industry including
hunting and agriculture. They came from the backwoods of rural
France and soon formed common bonds in their dealings with the
various Indian tribes. Their sense of being different further found
cause in their rural isolation from their metropolitan brethren.
Different etiquette distinguished the French nobility and its
Company colonial land agent “seigneurs" from the Canayen masses.
These seigneurs were not unlike the landdrosts in co-ordinating the
clustering of individuals to be exploited for Company profit. The
development of farms and parishes in the Cape and New France
respectively constituting self sufficient economic units gives
substance to further parallels. Company rigidity of control spurred
frontiersmen in both cases. In South Africa, the trekboer with his



27
pioneering spirit set out to the interior to evade the clutches of
his Company brethren. These semi-nomadic pastoralists encountered
African tribes and indigenous Khoikoi and San sometimes without
incident and often in a fierce struggle for land and especially
cattle. In French Canada, it was the coureur-~de-bois who became
the roving rebel evading Company policy. These bandits took
readily to aboriginal life=-styles venturing among new tribes and
regions in pursuit of beaver pelts and simultaneously fuelling the
brandy trade. Though one may perhaps not consider the Company to
be a "State" in the current sense, it was nevertheless the
administrative centre of the colony dictating the rules in the
primitive jural community bounding its inhabitants to a set of laws
and orders. One may wish to classify French Canadian and Afrikaner
society as stateless in this historical context. Yet initially, it
must be regarded as neo-Statal due to the overbearing influence
exerted by the metropolis in Europe. In this light the trekboer
and coureur-de-bois in South Africa and Canada respectively can be
seen as dissent groups, ethnically comprised and disengaging from
the jural community. These pioneers may further be seen as
segments of the civil society, albeit small ones, exercising their
exit options, venting their frustrations and so resisting the
encroachment of a predatory "State". Serving as a primary form of
resistance to state growth, their resistance to state servants
trying to capture society weakened the established authority. All
this took place in an area of society captured by the state with a

segment of society partly uncaptured.

The exploitation, manipulation and partial destruction of the
indigenes revolved around the cattle trade in South Africa and the
fur trade in Quebec (New France). Yet it was smallpox which
eventually crippled the native populations affirming the domination

of the white man in his newly adopted world.

Pre-conquest nationalism was without doubt absent. Ethnic
mobilization based upon a consciousness unique to a self conceived
ethnic entity was still a far cry away. Collective mobilization