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Limitations of time and space foroed the abandonment

of the objeots to give, firstly, a detailed comparison of th'e

development of Albert with that of the Cape Colony, and later

of the' Union of South Afrioa; and 6 econdly, a detailed analysis ­

including correlations of rainfall and production - of the

statistical information available. 'J.'he former object can hONever

be easily attained by studying this thesis in oonjunotion

wi th books on South Afr ioan Economic :tiia tory. AS regard s the la t tex

an a ttempt was made to brill;!; out the ma in features revealed

~Y the Statistioal infoxmation in the general treatise. All

valuuble statistical infollnation, are included in the "Statistioal

;;;urvey" at, the end of the trea.tise, and in the text references

ar e often made to this "SUrvey".

'J.~e Resident ~giatrates at venterstad and ~urghersdorp

allowed me to look through all their unpublished records; the

official13 in the Union DeIJ1;lrtmenta of (Jansus and otatill'Ucs,

AgricUltural ~conomics and Public RevenUe were willing to supply

unvublished information they had, and allowed lengthy interviews,

with them; local attorneys, businessmen and farmers gave very

valuab le information, and it is a pity the se peo ple would not

allow me to mention their names. '1'0 all the above-mentioned

people I am very much indebted, not only for the informa tion,

. but also for the kind and encouraging way in which they received me

D.J.G. van den lieever

University of Cape T~ln,

October 1929.
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CH,APTJtlR I I

Albert is situated in the North-East of the Cape

Provinoe,(eee accompanying rough sketoh map) bounded by the

Orange River. in the North and by the distriots ot Colesberg,

steynsburg, Molteno, Wodehous6 and Aliwal .North in the Cape

Province.

The~ ot the district has been changed on

several occasions (/)be tween 1865 and 1898. Since then no change

has taken place 'unt LL in 1928 the district was divided into

two tul1lWgieterial districts, that ot Albert, with centre

the village ot Burghersdorp, and that of Ventcrstad, with

thc latter village as administrative centre. To this latter

Divisional Council District parts from the Colesberg and

steynsburg distriots were added in 1928.

The area

officially given as

of the distriot between 1898 and 1928 is
. . tZ)

1958 square miles • At different periods

farmers were asked to inolude the size of their farms. in the

Census Returns; and although there were.no changes in the

Nobody aan say what the

right size of the a r ea is. In fact a ceneusOfficer at Pretoria

d1striotneeds a total re-survey.

size of the district during the period, these returns everyI tim. • iff er ed fr om on. a nother I~ • l' " ,,'.an' 'ho' tho whol.

stated that the only Prov1noe Which is not toounsatistactoril;

surveyed in the Union ie the Orange Free State. The point ·1s,

(I) c. S.R' e
~) Table page X.

\z) Since 1898 a.S.R' sand O.Y.B's
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Albert 1s situated 1n the North-East of the Cape 

Province,(eee accompanying rough sketoh map) bounded by the 

Orange River.1n the North and by the districts of Colesberg t 

steynsburg, Molteno, Wodehouse and Aliwal Borth in the Cape 

Province. 

The ~ of the district has been changed on 

several 0 oeasions (I)be tween .1865 and 1898. Since then no ohange 

haa taken plaoe 'until in 1928 the district was divided into 

two full magisterial districts,that of Albert, with centre 

the v 11lage of :Burgheredorp, and that of Venterstad. with 

thc latter village as administrative centre. To this latter 

Divisional Counail District parts from the Colesberg and 

steynaburg districts were added in 1928. 

The area ot the diatrict between 1898 and 1928 is 

offioially given aa 
. . (Z) 

1958 square miles • At different periods 

farmers were a eked to in elude the II ize of their farms. in the 

Census Returns; and although there were.no changes in the 

size of the distriot dUring the period, these returns every 

It ie evident that the whole 

Nobody oan say what the I 
timed1ffered tromone another(~. 

d1str1ctneeda a total re-survey. 

right size of the .. rea h. In fact a Ceneue Officer at Pretoria 

stattd that the only Province which is not toounaat1sfaotoril; 

Ilurveyed in the Union ill the Orange Free State. The point ·h. 

(I) C. S.R' e (z) Sinoe 1I:\ge C.S.R· a and O.Y.B' a 
~) Table page X. 
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however, that the area "w'as Uni:form between 1898 and 19~8 ; and

for purposes 0 f calcula tio'n l' had to' a ocept a uniform figure.

All 'th~ given fig'urea are arbitrary; but 1908 squar e miles 'is
'. .~

officially given 'ever'y yea~r as repres~ntingthe size of the

d1etrict, although it differs widely from the sizes' given in
." .

morgen by the farmer's at cUifererit times. I therefore took

this figure 8S the basic one' onw.h1ch"to makl~ my calculations \1)

!h'ere are two villages situated in the Area. ' On the

Rai~way ~ine betwee'n 'East London an'd ~loe'mf'ontein is'

Jj\U"511erllllorf, anll ~ater, in ~6715, 'the vi~~a6e '0;1: vente'retad

; : \' \ \

started iorty miles t~ the'Wes't':'North:"West o£ H.

This .. rEoa is often a s a umed to,be the same kind of

,
carrying capacity ;f'or stock at ~eaat ;f'our times ae high as the

. - . , ~ . . .
Karroo. Between Albert and t11e Karroo we ;Clnd the' "Hantam",

the area in which the famous Bailey Estates are situated,
," :

and Which was famous for the breeding of a v~ry high ~ality

of hors ee , mainly for eXP or t, between 1840' and 1860 W•
Incidentally, Albert also had a share in this horse-breeding

atiduatry at the' time ~l The Hantam is diff~rent Incl1mate to

''the Xarr'oo. hbla ... 'oet.t.e'r rainiQ~l.. and a~Bo grass-ve1.d:;" The

'taTtoo 1.t:l Fac\1.c'S.\\~ c)'n\~ a '¥..anC)C)-"c\).~;'n. a't~a.

Bantam character1s\1ce are eeen 1n \he Albert yeld.

In .. ddition.·Southern'Orange Free State characteri.sti.cs mingle

II) Tab~eB in 3h\1Btica~ Burvey
(~' ia~me~sl e~iden~e.
(I) De soas:!» Economic Jlistory or 80uth Africa.

,~ .
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"tarted forty ",f2"" to the We,,'t-Nor t1~:"Well t 0:£ it. 

This "rEo", 1a often assumed to,oe the aame kil'ld ot' 

carrying capacity for "took at ~ea"t four time" .,,' high a" the 

Karroo. Betwe<::n AJ.bert and 'the Karroo we' f1nd the "n .. ntam". 

the area in which the famous Bailey Estates are situated, 
" ' 

and Which was famous 'tor the breeding of a Y(;;ry high quality 

of hora as. mainly for exp or t. between l84(j' and 1860 W • 
Incidentally, Albert alllo had a ahare in thiB horse-breeding 

<industry at the· time ~l The Hantam is diff~rent incl1mate to 

'¥..anoo b Fac\l.c'&.n~ oUl-:/ a 'hanoo-n'\l;i'n. a:t~a. 

Hantam cllaractt;r16Hce are Ileen 10 'the Albert veld .. 

In "dclltion.'Southern·Orange Free State choir£lotiristioB mil1g1e 

Ii) Tables in Sut1stical survey 
('!I\' io:rme"l:S I e'Vidence. 
(t) De AO ck 'fJ Eoon omi. c ,Hi fJ tory o:f Sou th Afr i ca. 



o
with the grasaveld of the Little-ZUurberg and Stormberg areas,

whioh are all olo'seto Albert~ the vic'i,nity of the' Orange

River, perhaps, also plays its part 1n inoreaefng the amount of

gruse 1n'the distriot. The hardy Karroo-bush 18 however- aleo

among the pasturage of the district to a great'extent.

As a result of all these influences from areas'

with epeoial charaoterietice,"the district provides pasturage

sui ted to almost any kind o'f stock; and there ia always a

change -cvcr to the type of stock which suite the m, rket b'eat.

The gra a a is not too long for sheep-farming, so thu t it 15 not

essential to keep some cattle or horaee to keep the graas short.

There 1s, in fact, a kind of neutralisution between the pure

graasveld .and the pure Karroo-buah-veld. ' '

We :f'1nd' thut the C'l1mate also suits practically'-­

every kind of C€:dciul~ural crop or fruit' tree. Only

irregularity in rn infall keeps the se products from ,being

produced to the full es t ex tm t , ::':

A characteristic of thediatri ot ,is tha ta t the

Western boundary it haa the smallcst carrying capscity i.e. in

t erma of aheep about one per morgen at present, which is about

the same as the best :r:artsof the "liantam".' -As one go ea

Eastward thill carrying capacity gradually 'incrf::uses, 'and right at

the Eastern Boundury up to two sheep are kept on a morgen in

acme Cliaes. acwever , I doubt if the real differenoeia so

gre~t, because the Eastern farmera usually Buffer from drought

muoh earlier than theWestern~ There is more overstooking, thUD,

" with the grasflveld of the Little-Zuurberg and Stormberg areas, 

which are all cle'seto Albert~ The vid.nity of the Orange 

er, perhaps, also playa lta pa in inoreasing the amount of 

a 1n the t. hardy Karro h ooev er· a 0 

among the pasturage the district to a grea textent. 

As a of 1 these inf' ces from are as' 

with a 1 charaoter tics, 'the dhtri provide a turage 

t to almost a kind of stock; and there alwaye a 

change-over to the type of stock which au a the m..rket beet. 

The graaa is not too long for sheep-farming, so thut it is not 

essential to ke some cattle or horses to keep the grase short. 

There la. in fact, a kind of neutralisutiori between the pure 

eve ,and the pure Karroo .. 
We t imate o suits 

every kind of cg:dciul~ural crop or fruit· tree. Only 

irregularity 1n I'a iofall keeps the se producta from being 

produced to the full es t ex tw t.. ::':: 

A characteristic of thed1atr1 ct ,is tha tEl. t the 

Western bound&ry it has the smallest c ing capscity i.e. 1n 

terms of sheep about on e PCI' mo at prescnt, whioh is about 

the a Ii! the s t p;l. rt s 0 f the "Han tam" • one go es 

t fa C 

t Eas rn ~oundary 

capac 

to two 

cI't:llsea, 'and right at 

p are kept on a morgen 1n 

aome cases" However, I doubt if the real differenceie so 

gre~t, because the Eastern farmers usually Buffer from drought 

mUoh . earlier than theWestern~ There more overstooking,. thuB, 



l.n 101'1e E'Ul1oern or ~I:I1'1CJ:Qdorf ..,;ea. 1N.,;ine the ;},aill\ ~.O~h\1

192o~1927. Burghersdorp was proala~ed adro~ht-strickenarea
, ' ,

by the Department of
".",• " »

.Agr1eul ture. whereas 1n the Vent er s tad
, , '

.oJ <

atilt·de":. no a.'bnoTmB.l d.rougnt '1.Ol!lses wereex;per'ieneed, .. CL)t~though

more rains fell in the Eastern parts than in the Western.

~y lS65 the district was mainly a pastoral one'.- '

:Be1'ore this time some wheat had been produced in the area

for eare in the Orange Free State. where constantllasuto

troubles prevented the people from producing their own bread.

Also in the .i1opetown district a limited Wheat niarket WelS

available"bec~use farmers there' did'not 'trouble about

produoing wheat. Then, towards the end of the l850's the

prices of wool and mohair rose'; People did away with theii'
, ,

little irrigation for the market and turned to sheep and goat

farming to' a greater extent.' .. There waS thJsa very great

increase 1n the amount of sheep 4nd goats in the district

since about ~860 (,} Horses and cattle were aloo playi ng a very

important part still.

We should not over-emphasize the part played by

wheat'product1onbefore 1860. 'Wate~ was' scarce, dams were not

construated to any considerable extent yet and th~ crop

depended practically only on the-irregular rainfall. Thedietrict

Wae mainly' a'pastoral area right' through 'ita history, and

although ir'rigation waa taken up to some extent and is'taken up

at 'present, it has, and will alwaye, remain of only secondary

(I) C. C.H. 1865

1n 1;he :m<><l1;ern or J;;!u.rt/h,:n:<I<10l:ji ",;!:'ea. l;Iv.;!:'1np tne ;1,1:\ I/t g;'0\4Ql"n, 

1920-1927, Burgheredorp was 'proclaimed a' dro'qght-et'rioken area 
, ' . " '"' 

by the Department of Agriculture, whereas in the Venteretad 

d.ietriet no abnormal d.rought 'toaeee \lTere 'ex,per'ienoed, A)(:Lthough 

more raina fell in the Eastern parts than in 'the western. 

,l)y 1865 the district was ma1nlya pastoral one. - ' 

Before this time Borne wheat had been produoed in the area 

rOl' sale in 1.ihe Orange Free State. where conatantllaauto 

troubles prevented the people from produoing their own bread. 

Alao in the J:iOpetown diatriot a limited wheat market wc;s 

available,'because farmers there> did'not 'trouble about 

produQ inl!i whea t. Then, towar de the end of the 1850 lethe 

prioes of wool and mohair roae'~ People did away with their 
, 

little irrigation for the market and turned to sheep and goat 

farming to' a greater extant. 
, , 

There was thus a. very great 

increase in the amount ot sheep lind goata in the district 

sinoe about ~860 ('1, 'lioraea and cattle were aloo playi ng a very 

important part atill. 

We should not over-emphasize the part played by 

wheat'produotionbefore 1860. 'Water was' scaroe, 'dame were not 

construated to anyconsid~rable extent yet and th~ crop 

depended practically only on the'irregular rainfall. The district 

was \1lI:I.inly' a'pastoral area right' through'its history. and 

although 1r'rigation W!J.S taken up to someexttntand 1a'taken up 

at 'prtsent, it haa, and will always, remain of only seoondary 

(I) C. C.lt. 1865 



(,)
importance as an industry in itself•.Where it becomes. of:::.

primaryimportanoe is where 11 oonsoious.irrigation IJoHcy iQ

followed by the farmers to feed their stock on the yields.

There·were some constant difficulties which the

t'armerfl had to faoe in thh distriot, and only as agric.ultural

improvements took plaoe in the later. development, some of these

difficulties were alleviated. In order to understand these

diffioulties better, ~e must t1rstconside~ the methods ot
(2) ~l

farming rounlfbout 1865.

There were no fences at the time. Sheep had to be

herded daily and driven to the kraals every night. Farms. were

very large, water was tar in-between. and oonaquently

long distances had to.be oovered daily by these herds. ~orses

could not be left in pE;uce either •. 1n a week's time they would

wander miles and miles away from the farm. and it VoOuld not

have been muoh better with cattle. Thus at least twioe a week
.' .

all horses an'd cattle had to be brought,to the· kraals, often at

the' expense of a few men haVing to roam the whole distriot in

search of strayed animals. This system VltiS satisfactory as far

as cattle were conoerned, but horses were found to be too restless

and to stray. too tar •. Thus some of. the farmers ereoted. small

(I) Discussed in detail later (2) Farmers' Evidence

(,) 
importanoe as an industry in ·1tself' •. Where it beoomea. of:.:. 

primary:l.mportanoe ie where Ia oonsoious. irrigation ll0l:!.oy iii! 

followed by the farmers to feed their etook on the yields. 

There were some oonstant d1ffioultiea whioh the 

farmers had to face in thh distriot, and only as agric.ultural 

improvementa took place in the later development. some of these 

difficulties were alleviated. In order to underetand these 

difficulties better, !e must first oonside~ the methods of 
(2) ~( 

farming roun~bout 1866. 

There were n,O fences at the time. Sheep had to be 

herded daily and driven to the kraals every night. Farms. were 

very large, water was far in-between, and conlifquently 

long distances had to be covered daily by these herds. .lioreee 

could not be left 1n p<;;ace either. In a week's time they would 

wander milee and milea away from the farm. and it v.ould not 

have been much better with cattle. !hua at least twice a week 
.' . 

all horses an'd cattle had to be brough~,to the· kraals, often at 

the' expense of a few men havillg to roam the whole district in 

search of strayed animals. Thill system w .. s satisfactory as far 

as cattle were conoerned, but horses were found to be too restless 

and to stray. too far •. Thus Bome of. the farmers erected. small 

stone-wall campB en the f arms. In these a few horses were alway fI 

kept at hand. In addition stcnewall kraalfl.were built at 

different places in the veld and at the houae. Every night the 

farmer, hie eons and hiB' servan.h guthered all the veld-or 

('l Dillculileed 1n detail later (2) Farmers' Evidence 
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(')w.n it b fimportanoe as an induetry in itself.. ere eoomes.o c'

primary.importance,.is where a oonscious .irrigation policy: 1a

followed 'by the farmers to feed their stock on the yields.

There were some constant difficulties which the

farmen had to face in thh district, and only as agric.ultural

improvements took place in the later development, some of these

difficulties were alleviated. In order to understand these

difficulties better, we must first consideI: the methods of

farming (Z)rount'bout 1~65.
There were no fencea at the. time. Sheep had to 'be

herded daily and driven to the kraals every night. .ll'arms,were

very large, water was far in~between, and can~uently

long distances had to be covered daily by these herds. .Iiorses

could no t 'be left in peace either.•. In a week'S time they would

wander miles and miles away from the. farm. and it WJuld not

have been much better with cattle. Thus at least twice a week
" '

all hers ea an'd cat Ue had to 'b e brought. to the kraals, oft en at

the' expense of a few men having to roam. the whole district in

search of strayed animals. This. system was suti&factory as. far

as cattle were concerned, but horses were found to b e . too restless

and to stray too far. Thus some of the farmers erected small

stone-wall camps on the f arms. In these a few horses were alway s

kept at hand. In addition stonewall kraals were built at

different places in the veld and at the house. Every night the

farmer, his sons and hie servan.te gathered all the veld-or

(,) Discussed in detail later (2) Farmers' EVidence
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long d1stances had to be. oovered daily by these herda. Jioraes 

could no t be left in peace ei ther .• '. In a week' e time they would 
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" . 

all horaes an'd cattle had to be brought.to the kraals, often at 

the' expense of' a few llIen having to roam. the whole district in 

search of strayed animals. This. system was aatisl'actory as. far 

as cattle were concerned. but horaes were found to be· too restless 

and to stray too far. Thus aome of the farmers erected amall 

stone-wall camps on the f arms. In these a few horses were alway s 

kept at hand. In addition stonewall kraals were built at 

different places in the veld and at the house. Every night the 

farmer. hie sons and hill servan.te gathered all the veld-or 

(f) Dillcussed in detail later (2) Farmers' EVidence 



into .
brooding-horee sand droys them ,. 1 i ,Is I T r r the-: kraal.

'*~ ok me nearest to where .thoy· found the horaes. The horilel

had to Itay in the krao.13 for the nigh t , and early every

1IlOrning the kraals had to be opened- "'Gain to allow them to sraaB

for the day. So 1\'1 one nlghtthe horses might be in several
d1fferentkraalawhioh were far apart. Thuo many miles had

to be covered almost dally to look after the hond a~oiie. III

h~d \0 be looked tor.l~ 18 clear trom th1s that farming

oonsisted in seeing that as te.., as pOllelble··ot the farmers t

stock were "strayed, lost ore'toleu", and -this 1n'its turn

e ona llIted ot riding on horsebaok day after day.

'nH: area waa 1nhnblhd by a very oonaervat!!:. olall8

of people. not at all out to oommeroialiee their property. Xn

tact, they were praoUcally out or touch wUh marleetll lU we know

the term in. the modem ecnse. isolated by great distanoes tro.

the Coaet and Tery slow arid : expena ive tron61'o1't. ·,Nobody U:lOtlght

of beoomltl(t richl everyone vms satisfied it he oould afford the

many ae pOlle1ble h1maelf-· and havea!a.rm und aome stock for hi,

ohildTen to inherit.· Jtewaa will1ng to Illakc weiness it·a

favourable opportun ity arOlle, but did not trouble to :find suoh

op,lortunit ieJi. Professor orollD]copt(I)puts thi::: well. "Jlo-/: many
generations the grtut majority uf tarmcrv in South Africa were

praotioally beyond tho influenoe of markete.· ,They thought in

(I) l:'roceed1nge of Conferenoe ot Roonomic Soo161oy of B.A. July 1921
p. 25.

into . 
brooding-horses and dro'Y'II them ,. ::1 hll1T!. II' the-: kraal. 

1!11:1t 0) rm II nearest to wheretho::t found the horsee. The hOrBell 

had to day in the kran13 for the nigh t. llnd early every 

morning the kraal. had to be opened'~a1n to allow them to srase 

for the day. So iI'! one nlghtthe horses miiJlt be in several 

to be covered almost dally to look after the hond alone. III 

h~d \0 be looked tor. 1\ 1& olear trom thiB thatfurm1ns 

oonllisted in seeing that IlIIII few illS poesibllll·of the farmerlll t 

stock were "strayed, lost ore\olen-, andth1e In'lta \urn 

cons hit.;d of riding on horsebaok day after day. 

':Il.!:: area waa lnhnb1hd by Ii vcry ooneervat~ clue 

o;t 1''"0£,1". not .. t .. 11 out to oommer01,,118" the1r property. Xu 

taot, UlCY were practically out 01' \ouoh wUh I!larkeh all we know 

the term in. the modem Bcnss, iSQlated by great distances from 

the coa .. t and very 11110"" Ilnd· expenlll1ve tranc)!ort. :Nobody thought 

of beoomintt richa eTcryone wile satisfied if he oould afford the 

many all pOIJ!l1ble himself·· £1M ha.vea1'arm und aome Il\ook for hi, 

ohildren to inherit.- he Vial! wl11ingto make business 1:·41. 

favourable opportunity arOlle, but did not trouble to find such 

op;lor1:u.n it ielli.. Professor OrOBllkopt(l)Pu.ts thlc well. "ll'or many 
ecncrailone the grtut majority uf tarmcrD 1n South Atrica were 

praotioally beyond thE! influenoe of markoh •. They thOUght in 

(I) Ji'raceed:Lngll of Conferenoe of Roonomic Sooht;v of 6 • .A.. July 1921 
p. 23. 
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terms of direct utility" and aimed ,at supplying. for' themselves

as lIBny of the necessaries of l1fe aspoesible. The farmer

of the interior was not only a farmer, he did not only, raise

animals and crops, but he was - and, 1n fact, had ,to be - almost

a jack-of-all-trades. tt the economic outlook was therefore in

no way bright. i'eople who lived in the district during that

period hold tha t they had, on the ·Iilverage. a 11 t tle over £100

income Per thousand morgen before 1870. That Works .ou t at

nothing more than one-tenth of today. Their income was derived

f'rom wool, sold at about 3d. to 6d. per lb. locally, sheep,

cattle and horses (Ii mostly'sold to Western PrOVince bulthers and

spec.ulators, 'and occasional salesot wheat When, the Orange
•

]i'ree state and nopetown needed' it. Skins were very cheap indeed,

about 1/.. to 2/-: each. ucr ee e paid,beat at . the time. at .abcu t

£15 average eaoh.

Under these conditions of conservatism and ..

scarcity of money agricultural improvements were not likely to

take place, although a few dams were already erected in kloofs

to provide water foretook and a little.irrigation with the aim

to provide for the farmer's own bread.l! there was a surplus

to be sold.·it was .. incidental, .and . was sold .100 th.e markets already

mentioned or to the neighbours v.hodid not produce anything.,

The Civil Commissioners Reports thus continually,,,.

state that·ftnoimprovements in.l:lgricUlture can be recorded." (2)

The driving-about of stock and kraaling' took cut : all' •

(Il See Tables pp.IX and XIV (1) Civil Com. HePorts 18651-1869
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their. energy and did not allow them enough time for grazing.

Thus. when drought periods oc curred the farmers sUffere~ severe

1088es where. under·a quiet life for his stock such 10s8E:8·

would not yet have set in. And there were fre~uent .and

extended d rought a,. The ,oll:lims. thl:i.t droughts are muoh worse

now than they used j o b e in the good old days all seem to

be prejudice, against -the . present time" if we read .the ,reports·

of the Albert UivilOommissioner for the years 1866,1867.1869

1872 and. 1874. for all of .Whioh heavylosaes as ,the rE.sult of

droughts are reported.

In most cases rain came down. in patches aftt;,r these

severe droughts. causing little green pat ehe s of. veld to spring

up. Gam~')roamedall..over the country. and as BOon aa a shower ­

usually a thunderstorm - fell anywhere. thousands of springbok

and: other "buck" swarmed over this area and ravaged the scanty

pasturage before .the farmers could derive any bene1'it from
.' '

the rains at 'all. Agricultural operations were .thusoften '

impeded owing to droughts. and. being accentuated by the
(I)

destruction of the veld by game. many people were ruined by

these frequent and extended droughts.·. The IIIherd tl system of

farming caua ed. coun t le ae numbers of 1'ootpl;\the to spririg uP. '

and.-aa thunderstorms were co nmon ih the area. - these footpaths

were ready 'out let a for rl;\in-wa ter.. This enhanced -ao il-erosion.

and it is the methods of farmingrt:ally which ha a made soil ;

erosion a queetion of first-rate importance .Ln ....lbert.at.present.

(l) Civil Commissioners Heport 1872.
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As tUne went on mors and more rain was needed to reouperate

for drought, and this is why pe op1e say that the country is

"drying up" and. ohanging into a desert. The same amount of

rain has not got. the eame degree of beneficial effect as'

before the creation of footpa.ths •.. And if we remember that in

1836 some people already farmed in Albert, on this same method,
it ie. ev Lde n t tp,at by J.866 lIoil eroe ion must have developed to

a con13iderable extent •. Drought, therefore, wall enhanced by

inouffioient time for at ock to feed. the lOBS of energy.

through being driven about Whole day, destruotion of the green

vatches by game and. the flOWing-away of raillwater instead of

its soaking-in, a s a result ot the development of 80il eros ion.

The greatest ruination o,f the veld took plaoe.

however. by swarms of loousts. They usually arrived a few

weeks after rains fell and set about destroying. everything in

the line of pasture. fi(:;ht down t,o, the roots, leaving: the

stock in eveil greeter want 'ot to'od than. during drought periodlil.

And their appearances were very regular. They are rellorted (I)

to have,brought,destruction1n 1865,1867,1868,1869 and so

on praotically for e very ensuing year, destroying not only

the veld but also agriCUltural crops. ,The Civil Commissioner

writes that "during 1868 there wa'8 no deficiency of rain, 'Mile

a heavy tall of snow during ,the winter extended to all'parte.

ot the diVision; and the agriCUltural ~ursuits would have been

pro1'i table were it not tor the ccn t tnuan ee of large flights.

(I) Civil Commissioners Heport tor' those years •

........ ---

As tUne went on more and more rain was needed to reouperate 
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of Lucue t s whioh in some inatanoes have dlepr~ved the farmers

from the Whole of their crops. While writing, clouds of
, '.. :

locusts· are in the neighbourhood of the town, but fortunutely. . .." .

they are followed by flit s of locust bt:tds, the appearance of
. I.. . , . ".

of which, it is hoped, will diminish the numbers of locusts.·
, ' ,

These birds were a great aid in destroying locusts, yet
, '

they could hardly have coped with such large swarms, and in. " '..

1869 the Commissioner wrG)te)l( tha 10 "loousts aI'e in immense

quantities." There was no effective way of killing them, and

farmers told me that they saw a hug~awarm trekking over a

farm tor more than a week on, end. They could do nothing to

prevent this destruotion of their veld; and only reoently

has an effeotive campaign to destroy the whole plst be~n

started by the Government.

"&1owstorms were frequent and severe, and the cold

intense, and the refore avery gre<lt mortality amongst stock

took place, acme tarmers

horses, and cattle"~):I.'ij..e

losing 800 to 1600 sheep besides
'. ,

Co1esberg Cavil Commiss ioner for the
\ . . ,;

same year reports that "the loss of lambs during .the winter,

months were very severe. Few farmers ,have erected sheds to
:.. :

shelter stock in winter, whioh is generally the rearing season;

and consequently it is not uncommon to hear of 'farmers having

lost several hundrede of lambs during one or, two cold nights,
, .

as well as large stook. a The greatest need for sheds existed,

as reports 01' bad lambing seasons owing to intense cold were

(I) Civil Commissioners Report 1871.

amra n



'I

far, too regular.,· .LIuring »he years 1865 to 1880, forwhioh I

have the Civil Commissioners' Reportll, no more than five good

lambing seasons were report ed. For the 0 the r years almo st

invariably losses were reported owing to intense'cold~'or snow.

Sheds were not yet generally oonstructed, - a few farmers had

small sheds - beoause it was expenditure in a ,lump sum,

and the farmer 6 never would have . thought of going to such

an expense. Seoondly, the district had nc timber,' and

timber and roofing material had to be obtained from -eLaewhe r e

and were very expensive for that period. The transport of

these lIllilter1a1a also :wasex:pensive. There is no doubt, however,

that the .pe r Lodf ca L losses that were sustained and were

often reourring; would have been found to more than justify

such ex:pense\11 The farmer's outlook on lifepreventEid him from

building shede. When farmers realised at last haw these were

needed, ll. !ter the discovery of d.1amonds in J.timberley, transpor~

oosts had risen by 300 or 400 per cent, and although the

returns from these sheds would have been greater then owing to

,the higher prices of stock •. the exPenses to ere o t. such buildings

were so high that it became an economio consideration of

importance whe ther it wcuid pay. The Civil Commissioner in

Coleebexg, however, in 1871 meant that in spite of the high

ooets involved, the building of sheds were eoonomioally justified.

" The impression should however not be left that cold

·was the only cause forbad lambing seasons •. llerding had almost

(I) C.O.Report,1868, 1871
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as much to do with it. AWes do not trouble much about their
..

lambs men they are oontinually driven abo u t and nave a lim1ted

lime,. in whioh to graze.
, . ~ ~ '-

'i'hey are more in a mood to leave

the newly-born lambs to thems~lves and' get on wi th their

grazing; and ma~y of them ao t aocording to thismo~(i, leaving

the lamb to die of cold, as the lambing· aea~~n is in Winter •

Even if these lambe were b,y
. ;

chance found by the usually
- . "

untrustworthy shepherd, and taken home, they died in moet

~ases, their mothers refusing to allow them to' drink. Late
,

frost also occasionally caused cons iderable damage. not so much

to et ock as to agr'ieultural'crops and' fruit trees. Jl'rost may .
..

however be regarded as the sJmllest of all Nature's elements
•

; . ,-

that went against the farmer; this exPlains Why no undue

exertions to overcome frost-losse's are t ..ken~ as yet.

The pr e aence of soab. and the faot tha t ae a rule

it wae mo st aotive among a t ehe ep .. in time a of dr ought ,WitS a

j ~ •

serious problem.
.

Scab damaGed the wool's quality and reduced

the oonditions of stock. thus hastenine drought losses. Many

farmers had religious objedtions to dipping. and go the

"Brandziekluie" was allowed to go its co ur a e and do . in oaloulable..
damage.

get lost..
e e sen Hal.

Apart from the faot that animals would stray and

two'other main causes operat~d to make herding
. . (I)

The first, was the presenoe of vermin, and apPlies

eepecially to herding of sheep and goats.
:- ~.

Jackals and oats

were doing oertain damage if the shepherd loses any sheep

(I) 'Farmers Evidenoe and C.C. Reports.
-_.~;: ..=-_. ....;:.,- ---- .,;..... ..-'- .,.::..,. ----
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during the day and does not find it before darkness. 'l'hey

even killed the stock right underneath the noses of the

shepherds during daytime. 'l.'he shepherds were lazy~nd in no

way trustworthy, and consequently thousands of sheep and goats

were killed annually by jackals and cats, notwithstanding "the

rue t t ha t shepherds were employed. :J.he- farmers did their be st

to kill off all vermin,and for the llurllosejaokal clubs"

were form:ld, to hunt their prey in conmand o," .!:Jut, although

some success was attained, it is only since effective fencing

during the last fifteen years began that any oonsiderable

decrease in the number of jaokals is assured. Even today

with vermin-prOOf fElncing, oooasional Los ae a through this cause

still take place.

"The second gr eat cause wasstooktheft ~J) Ther e was no

money to fenoe in farms, and thUs if stook were stolen the

Native)( could, go anywhere away from the main raods and drive

the stook along the ~ountains where nobody aaw him, until he

reached a safety zone. This problem was made espeoially

difficult in Albert by a few faotors operating on the frontiers.

Firstly, the Natives worked for stock, mainly sheep. :J.his mode

of paying natives in eheep was highly objectionable, leading to

sheep-stealing and" increasing the diffiCUlty of deteoting the

thieves. No polioeman could see whether the sheep the native

"was driving on to .!:Jasutolandwere those he worked for a 18RI!l, olt'

whether they were stolen from a farm alongside the road.

tIl Civil Commissioners tlellorts 1865-80.
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This evil was however unavoidable as the nativ~s did not
.' ~ :

want to work for money. Seoondly, Albert is very. n ear to the '.'

Oraq:;e River, Ba au t oIa nd and the Tranekei,. and ~if .the.~ativee

crossed any of these bcund ar i e a , which they could .ea s i.Ly do in

one night with e tolen caUle or horses, and in two with. stolen

shee,p, they were out of .touch. We thus find that J.~atives left

their territories and entered,the Colonyjuet to gather some:

bai t ~e they did on the, ,H;astern Hrontiers. of the Ca~ Colony

in the beginning of the ,t;ine.teenth Century.;.. " - ..

The Orange HreeState.-. ~suto troubles hel,ped to

bring the frontiers in a vt;ry loose state, es,pecially so the

1865-1866 ivar. Po11 tical condit ions on the front ier remained. . ..

a gamble and there was no. certainty of .sa aut c peace. 'J.'he close

proximty of the UrangeHiverwas ideally suitable for stoak

theft. We thus find that there was a continual increase, in.'

stock theft. Moat. of th e tn Leve a-..:caught.were J:Sushmen and

Hottentots. The Bantu's must however have been the main

thieves, but they fled too often • .I.t was not ,surprising if a·

Baauto- or any other , - ahe pe hrd left hisfloak .in the veld ;',

in the middle of the day and, took 100 or more of the sheep to

his ~ative territory. The re~son why ~uBhmen and tiottentots

were (aught is that they did not have a definite territory"

to flee to •. Tht;re waif a ome s'lustting.in .the district, though

not unreasonably eer i oua , "the aqua t t er a being in almost all.

cases families of wandering tiottentots and ~ushmen, Who settle

. .
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his .l:<ative ten'itory. l'he reason why .ijuElhmen and 11ottentots 

were Caught is that they did not have a definite territory" 

to :f'lee to., Tht:re wali'J eome sfluatUng.in ,the d1lltriot, though 

not unreasonably s~rious. "the squatters being in almost all, 

oaees familiee of wandering 11ottentota and Jjushmen. Who setth 

" ,~ : 
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for a few days on a fartll and, seldom leave before ,five or six
" , ',' . (I)

of the farmer'~ sheepp,ad fallen a sacrifice to their a~petites.ll

In 1867 an Act~as.:pass~dwith the object to check

stoak theft and squatting. Summary punishments we~e provided,

for these crimes. The act reduced thcevil,a little, but did

not have the results expected from it. In 1873 Mounted police

patrolll were instituted. This reduced stocktheft considerably

in Albert I but the .blat! ves still l7.l\lnaged to, e acape over the

boundaries until the pass laws and fencing of farms by 1900

came to exercise a more effective check.
, .

No effective remedies were a s yet found for stook

diseases, and in 1865 "the area suffered a lot on account of

lung at ckne ea of oattle which seems to have taken a'definite

foot ing in the Midland Diotriots, and co na equent Ly oattle is

diminishing considerably year by year, while "Horse Siokness"

generally prevailed again and caus ed great losses "1
., . \.

Reports emphasizing the livestook losses caused by.
diseases appeared often from the different Civil Commiesioners

in Albert; and they serve to show us the magnitude of the problem.

Yet, noth1ng oould be done to prevent these losses.

In the faoe of all these set-backs the farmera had

to lIuke a liVing. Yet it 1s held that 1n normal times they

mad e over £100 out of 1000 morgen ,of land, not d educ t1ng

adm1nia tra 10 ive cost s, however. The farmer a expe c ted cona1d erable

(I) C. C.H. 1868
(~)C.c.a, 1866.

\ZJ C.C.H. 1868
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10 aae s every year and regarded the ae a s normal occurrenoe s.

The value of these losses normally are inestimable. Farms

normally were between 3000 and 5000 morgen11)eo that the average

farmer had about £300 to £500 m ocme per annum. At least 25 per

cent of -thie can be reokoned as administrat ive cost s, for­

shepherds and farm labourers had to be' paid and the essentUi.l··

farming implements had to ''be 'bought. It ehould not 'be forgotten,

however, that moet years were abnormally bad, whereas hardly

any year was abnormally good. In addition the farmers who
,

estimated their inoomes might have been unduly optimistio in

estimating their inoomes in the "good old days". This,.at least,
I

is extremely likely. I would 'not risk "110 ioloHempLan e Btimate~

however.

The people needed provisions. of life, "imported

prOVisions", as theY used to call it. 'l'hese'were very

expensive beo~uae of the heavy traneport ooats by oxwagon from

the Cq,'lJt/fi and' '''living in Albert is m'ost expensive, perhaps'

more eo than in the maj ori ty of towns in the Colony", wrote

the Oivil Commissioner in 1868.

¥armers were thus always pressed in order to live;

they were farming with horses and cattle mainly until late in

the 1800's, and in add ition had' African'der sheep and ,ljoer-goats,

aocompanied by a little irrigation for the few Illukets already

described. l'hey could however not depend on their wheat

production, and so, while their horeee and cattle were

(I) Fli.rmer 6" ev id en oe l )
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diminishing owing to disease 105see roundabout 1860,"8 great

inorease inwoolled sheep am ,angora goata{~ took place, b ecauae

the pri ce of wool and mohair was high, and people now

concentrated on theee, totally neglecUng 'their irrigation

and cultivation. l'he lands were allowed to lie fallow. At the

flame time J\fi'icander sheep and ~oer goats diminished in number

or were croased out. At the date o~ Census, lB65t~he;e were
"

611,30~wool sheep, 5,169 African sheep, 549 Angord goats

28,950 other goats, .1' ,~34 nora ea and 32,018 oattle. Thus

it seems that people in, a very snort period carne to depend

almost solely on wool

l'he horses

f9r their income_
h,"/e

and catHe seem to bei'just about en ough

for the heavy. trans'port and conveyance to and from the markets.
, '.' W· ' .

Unwashed wool Was sold at 6d., :Per lb. in 1865 ; and washed wool
, ,

I:4t lOi. There w",r e however hardly any woolwasheries

.eat ab Lf ane d yet, and nearly all wool was aold unwashed. That

works out at over £30,000 for the whole clip of 1314,007 Iba. (4)
. "

Thia was reckoned to be a very sat iafactory year for the wool

farmer; as he realised go od prices in spite of the depression

Which during the same year had set in. Towards the end of the

year the prioe of wool also fell, and the depression waa felt'. .
dOUbly in that area owing to :the high cost of liVing

consequent upon the high cost of transport. At the same time a

severe dr~ught Was eXPerienced. During times ot drought the

(,) c. C~ Report s 1865 and 1866
(21 Table pg. X.

13) See Table pg. ][IV
~ See Table Pg. XIII
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cost of living was. exceptionally high as draught animals for

transport wagons died if any journey was undertaken.. . . . , . .

Transport during such periods was thus more expensive than in

times when people could better afford to pay.,. '

There was great scarcity of money in. the whole

colony because, of the Crimean War. In addition the wool­

market underwent a slump period of several years. In Albert

the depresaion Vias ennano ed by lhe, extended dt'ought and the

close Vicinity to ~sutoland, where the 1865-'66 war 'made
•

money more scarce than in the rest Of, the Colony.· Owing to .'

economic isolation as a result of bad transport and continual

border unr ee t a , the difference between the ~orth-Eallt 'of the

Colony and the.Western Provinoe,could not be smoothened up"

so that the depression was more severe in the ~orth-East, and

the period of depression ,extended for,a comparatively long
," :

Hme i;lfter th'6 revival in other parts Which were more closely

situated to the markets. We thus find that in Albert "Landed

property has ver,y lIllch deteriorated in.value owing chiefly to

t~e very great scaroity. of money. Property which two yeara

ago realised from £500 to £600 have lately been sold in

several insolvent estates at from £150 to £200. • ~he

•
improvements alone upon one farm in this division cost more

than the farm reali1led~IJ. The farmers h!:ld to dismbs many of

their servants, and "crime increased, mainly sheep-stealing,

which can only be attributed to the want of emP10yment ... (,7J The

(I) C. C.R. 1865 l1l C.C.R. 1866.
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stan~a~d ~ank_ which ~d o~ened a branch 1n ~urghersdorp in

1863,. ha d to olose down 1n 1867{\1 Money was unobt a inab I e ,

Wool continued to tall in value, and.in 1868(~eal1sed 3d.~nd
, ,

5d. per lb. respectively for unwashed und wuahed wool. The

peo ple 1n Albert we r e very hard-pressed. ,Sheep farming was

de! ini te lybec oming unpro:Ulillble.

Something had to be done. Eoonomio forces were at

last foroing the farmers .to feel the necessity for
... '

exertion if they did not allwant to liquidate. 'l'he Orange
~~s' . "

Free state still ~emanded wheat, and~ ready to buy all the
, H,c'

Albert surplus at a good prioe. Under~circumatances this Was

the best way 1JtI;t to get some' cash in hand.' 111e farmers

realised that they should revert to arable farmir.g again by

wIL"the end of 186? Some farmers.:nad .to.lloVl arid lands which

they used when in t.he 'll'ifties they produced wheat, reverted
,0". :

to these•.Other farmers however had no at or e -dama under whiah

to irrigate nor any fenced-in arable lands_ !hey thus

first reverted to washing their wool. However, this was also

found to be unprofitable. .Meanwhile the coat of liVing WaS

. ,

very high still, "perhaps more so than in any other dis trict. ...

F"~rmers thus tOOrtgaged their farlIB i~ order to obtain capital

to oonstruct dame and get improved agricultural implimenta.

In this way ~rable farming was started on a larger Bcale than

eveTt before. At the same time a few well-bred rams were

(I) C. C.R. 1867
(z) Table pg. XIII
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in,troduaed,t 0, improve, the, qua 11 ty"of, wool', ,;whioh'was'very :poor,' •

and a oonsiderable number of, thoroughbred Angora :goats,' some,
••-> ' '. -

of whioh were importedstook, :weredntroduced.~:gbl!a'allo:r

, Ii ,Bcxddetl ~ome ',very, finQ, da'mB which were wrongly: calculated,' to

make their, .owner e independent ot',ra ina, :,were built.; ',.l"eople :i:- '., - .

oould however, not, do ,away with the depreuion. ,The'priceot

land ,was very low, and although pro;perties were ,heavily ,

wanted to ,seoond the efforts ,of the- ~ ,. '. -, .mortgaged,

landowners

noapi tal is now
, (,)

in most caae e s v , The ,labour, available was, mo:r;e than
j , 1 " <. _ • < ." • - •

enough f.er the work provided .~y thei,littl,ec:aP~tal ';.' : _':

available. , Jl'arming was still very extensive; very little
.. : : '. \,. ,- '. . .

labour W;.lS therefore needed. A great supply of capital would ..
.. ~.", .~, '~_:.":~' •. ;~_.:- '....:·~._;t

have ~aused a great increase in the demand. for labour.
.. . .. ~ ~ "

It seemsatr~ng,~, to have ~:d~ mor,tgages for .~e y~rpoae

of development, aa, farmer,s at ,that time believed in buying .',
;. :.... .....,'. ~ . ~.. . ~: .":' , .

or doing nO,thing for which,they,.could not pay in.cash. howewer,
. ~ , -"'. ~

, ,-'

at leaat ,temporarily, chose the former. alternative. .Ae soon... ' , ,", . . '" . '. ;

a e capital cam; forward, howe';'er, they first cleared the
. -l' \' . _; . ;. ~. ~

mortgages and then starte~ inve6t1ngin,fur~he~ d~velopm~ntll~"

To summarise the pod tion before the dis covery, 01'- .... - ,

diamonds, farmers had many difficulties in their way, , and
r") '.~. .

always had to allow for possible lo'nes. through the ee when~hey
, ., . ,

(!>C.C.,q.",,- '9'
(1)Farmers I eVidenO'e~; ,'.'

. "

-20-

in troduaed,to. improve. the qua 11 ty.of. wool. ·.whioh'was very poor,· 

and}l oonsiderable number of, thoroughbred Angora :goats.' aome, 

of whioh were importedetook, were"in'troduoed.·(·:P;llltl 'all or 
. Ii .eudden ~ome .. very· :f1nQ. dame whioh were wrongly oaloulated' to 

make t.heirownere 1nde.pendent of".raina,:,were bullt;';'.\?eople:; 

oould however. not, do ,away with the depreuion.The prioeo! 

landwaa very low. and although pro:pertiee were heavily' 

wanted to 13 eoond the effortl:i "of the , . . mortgaged, 

landownere 

"oapi tal is now 
, (,) 

in moat casea." ". The . labour. available was· mOre than 
) 1., '. . ." ' - • 

available. ll'arming was still very extensive; very little 
.: :" " 

labour w ... s therefore needed. A great supply of capital would 
. ~ . ,-' ' . ,. . -' .~' 

have ~aueed a gretit inorease in the dema.nd. for labour • 
• ,. .' ~ ~ 'l' 

It aeemaatr~ng? to have m\d mortgages for tIle ,~rpol.le 

of de,velopment, aa, farmer.s at that time believed in buying .. 

or doing no.thing for ;,hieh th~ ,.could not pay in cash. how ewer • 
c , _'"'. , 

when. these 'people were, faced with theques Hon wh~ ther they .. ,:. 

would either.:llJortgage their property or elaelose it, they, 
• • ~ < • , '. , ., ~ 

at least temporarily. ohoae the former. alternati ve •. Aa" soon 

aa capital came forward, howe';'er, they first oleared the 
,,' ' -; • < 

mortgage~' ~nd then starte4 inve sting. in furthe.~ dey elopm~nt5 ~ 

To summiu:l.ae the pod Hon before. the dis oovery. ot 
:"." , 

diamonds, farmers had many dU'fioultiea in their way •. and 
( 1 .' < • 

always had. to allow for 
(!) C·C. oq./i-u, ~'1' 
b)Farmers I evidence~ 

" '; '\ ' 

poaei ble 101llaee. through the ae when they 

• , ~<' " 

. '. 



Jt

at tempted to oaloulate the.soundne.e 8 of the ir economio pod Hon.

the ,way,
, ,

of, the '­

18

.were

aotivity Was not even
.~ , . ~ .,

the. coot o,f liyil\g .waa high,

by

,,

:f~ c

()
i

\
\,

out to exploit their masters as, far as·possib~e._-;;,.. L

We thus find that,of, the.three,agenta of produotion.

land, labour and oapital,land'was plentiful, and bid,

neoessarily to be plentiful beoause thro~h the.. s,oaroi:ty of

labour and oapi tal no intensive farming to. any cona iderable,.~

extentoo~ld be' oarried out. :;The prooess of, development. ;.

therefore •. was a gradual mer ease in the apPlioat ion Of labO,ur

am oapital~n aooompanying deoreasein sizes and ,riBe in

the va lue of farms. because ~he' amount of land is 11mi ted.

while capital and labour are not . limited in this way. >;

...... An attempt will be made in the rest ,of thiethesis.

1'irstly. to show in how far this process of intensification

has developed·up to the present time. and seoondly.to'.

investigate intothepossibllity.of further intensifioation 01'

agrioulture in Albert in the future.

(!)' Oivil Oommiasioners !teport 1869
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,.'" '" ; The effeotivene'ss of ill\Provement a ill jUdged by
, " " . ','~l<'-. ·~t~ .::

theirresultlil. It returns or· production. are not increased
~ .', ~,d

by'means'.af, ,them, these. improvementa are not juati1'ied

economically. ,Pastoral farming being p~evale,nt ,i!1 t~e Ilistriot,

the 0 bjeo tot .impro;vement s VI. ere, nece ssarlly to, foster, pastoral
- <. '". ... '.~ '" - • •

industries.·.· ,'11:1is does not mean,that ill\Provements in
, .) .' • , .' • • _ ' ~,. 1

'c'ultivation were not made. or ewere unscuudv.. 'lhey took place
.". ,

us long as they did not ,.interfere injuriously with the primary
" . ". . .• I ''',,: ,'::

, m duat rie s, .and ,WeI' e., sound as ,long, as they were regElrded as'
o • , '..'.' ' .... ,_.' •

secondary, and wereeJe;Ploited ,with the object of, providing 'c.

-also fodder for 'stock, at least in times of preasure through

drought •. Improvenlents,in cultivation canthus alsa.'be,

included und er improvement s for the·b eneti t of stoak.
. ;.

~Provided sufficiientlabour'and capital.were

forthcomtng' the !arming'problems which required ,solution 'and

'at'whioh attempts have been Iliade sinoe: 1870,'01', should still

'be made',' may be' clauLt'ied unde,r 'a"few mainheadBl-, :.,:. ",.':'
...... "

'(1) The'oarrying oapaoity of',the land was'v,ery,low

'and could' be substantially' increased." The, total: number' of

, sheep per morgen in '1865 was only 1.06., In 1875 .it, was 1.11.

,:; i
.. -, "~. .:'

, " ~

This inolud ed- all' l1vesto ok ; the oalculat ion, being made, in

v'terms of' ·sheeP.(I)'l.

(2) 'The defects in :the methods of, farming ana the ,;:':'

caua es of the g r ea t los se s of a to ok ha d to be overoome as

.;..
S~eta'ble Pg , X

. '" .
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Thia 1noluded'all' l1veatock.· the caloulat ion.being made. in 

,0 " 

The defeots in :the methods of farming anu the ,;:,:. 

caua ea of the g!' ea t los se s o:f' a to ok ha d to be 0"1' eroOJre as 

,; (I) See table Pg. X 
"", " ~ . 



far as, p oe sible. >In '1894 (I)when 'ooridi t1'ons .haUl( :al'ready"been

improved. cone iderably,a bout 'llO,OOOsheep alone were lost

"' .. thraugh.theft.,and ·de'atn,:·,. 'O ..<i. ',..,-:- ,·.:l '.. " .: :·;:·l,· Cloll.,." .... ,; ';'

;"";' : .:(3) ~ The quality. of stook:hadto:' be" improved', ..'In:186S....;''

.,"; there were over 600,OOO(z)WOOlled sheep:iil 'Albert, :of which we

'.:' can safely: say. tha t at lea st 500iOOO were· shOrn'.: ~et' the wool

'..' .. yield. \'las Just. over '1,300,OOO~.eo thhtalioUt·' 21: ..lbs ......of'·,·

,.. ..
,. ; .~ ..

;;. wool. Vl;ere yielded' per sheep. <De Kook shows' tliat:"1n' 1865' the

. Yiel~ of' 'lI'001 was,only,2:1bs., per, sheep in the Cape' colonyWl .
,:. People, were just~: ·.the 'stage. of .. st..artin"gl·the' intro:luction of

g cod , rams. by 1870.,. ,

'. (.4) Better transport fac1l1.t1es yvere neoessary in

order to reduce the high cost of. living in this.remota .. area
',' '_" ." i ".' ." '. ~ .....- ., ~ . ...... ... ""

:~elaavely to the average oOIl~.of Hying .. in the Bolony."
", ._ ~ ~ h.' . . ' . .

This WOUld. also enable .. farmers to obtain'''higher prices .for .
;.; <... ', .;._~ .', ..., •. ~" '". ... to .' -- .', ,. .• '. ".'" • .-

....what . they produced, as a result. ofoheaper tra llllPort to -andr
; '. ' : 'e" '. '.' • .-' ••- •• \ ~." '. .. "',

oloser con tact .. with the marke ~s, .. from'i"'hicll they w:ere',iaola ted
" ,~ ',.'..,..' . ..' " 'I . "..... N- •

to a considerable ext en t}. sOlllUc.h so that,~they.attempted to
' .-4 r; . ~ ""'. . '_ " J • ,. .: .~ • ~".-

, .become as aeU-satisfying and.independent from, the "re.lIt Of .. :l.l!! '" .', , "'._.' . - . f '. ~ .

.. \- . the. wor ld.as,poSllib~~'! ~ . ~ett er max:ket s .w..ere, thus a ~so needed
, ..; , " J ' -

" Thia.was the only. poss1bleway in.whioh.~th£Lvalue',ofland,',,,;
I.: ,';' , .~.-._ ' < ".' '. '.' ~. -' .- "-

ciould be, increased to such an extent as to justify,expenditure. ". ", \- , .'. " .,.... '.. . . .

'., of ,gre:at sums of money .on farm improveme.nts rather than·;to buy
•..", I, -, > - , ".. •• ".' " -', •

, ~ . " "{t) .'fable Pg. -94­
(is "Table Pg. XIU
{~ c,c,«, 1869

:(1.) ·Table Pg. X ,'. '~.'
(~ Economic tiistory at S.A. ~.222
(h) See pg. 6



I
an addi t ional :t'aI'lll,. b eoa use ',if,.:the pr oduoed 'oommod! tie s .were. . ~

cheap, • and they were .very, caeap . in ,Albert, as we saw '" the '""

agents.. of produotion '" in the, oa ae of Albert ,thill cc na Lau ed of

lam llllinly - had als ot 0 ,be oheaP. ' lhey had at lea st to produce. '... . - ~

the interest on the oapital, imested in them if they were not "'>'

to lead direotlyto insolvenoy, ,In short, the Capita I value'"

of ,the d~etriot',bad: t,o,be ~nor,eased.,:Without,euohan rLnc r e aee

no furtheraubdivia i on ofeland o()1;11d ,take 'pIa ce , b ecauee , aa

waa already pointed, out" farme"were mortgaged,. in moe t cases to

the limit, ,and. their, owne rs Were barely IIBking a living. In

addition it was pointed out that it did not pay to apply more

labour and capital to the same soil, even if a supply was

available. It was a better prof)osition to bUy more land and

keep farming as ex t en ef ve as possible because land was very

cheap ... relati'll\yto labour and oapital. It, therefore, farms

were further subdivided and the farmers still continued to farm

on the most eoonomid ways, i.e. by apPlying as little labour

and capital a s Possible, they would have reduoed their bare

income to the same extent as'they had reduoed their farms I shes •
•

Thus, where they before had barely suoceeded in satisfying

their immediate wants they would on smaller £arms have suffered

poverty. In short, they got a higher return from capital

invested in land than either in labour or at first sight on

interest in the money market. .b'Urther refleotion shows that

the farmers did not attaah any material value to the \vork they

I 
an add! t iona1 :flu'm,. b eaauee.if.the pr oduoed . oammodi tie II ,were 

cheap •• and they were .very. oheap .in ,Albert, as we saw., the ,',;., 

agents. of produotion ., in the. oalle of AJ.bert ·th1a aona1!!t ed. af 

lam !IIl.1nly - had als 0 .t obe oheap. ' l'hey had at lea at to produo.e . .-.. . - -

the interest on the oap1 tal. imested in them if they were not 

to lead d1reotlyto. insolvenoy •. In ahort, the Capita 1 value'; 

of .the d~lltrlQt,l:Iad; tO,be ~norel;!aed ..... W1thouLlluoh an;·inareaae 

no turthersubd1vie i on ol.land oould. take 'plaoe, beoause t as 

wall already pointed., out •. farms,were mortgaged. in mos t cases ta 

the limit, .and .the1r .. ownere Were barely tmk1ng a living. In 

addition it was pointed out that it did not pay to apply more 

labour and oapital to the same SOil, even if a Ilupply was 

available. It wae a better proi?oeition to buy more land and 

keep farming as eXtensive as possible because land was very 

oheap", relat1\d1rlyto labour and oapital. If, therefore, farms 

were further subdivided and the farmers still oontinued to farm 

on the most eoonomid ways, i.e. by applying as little labour 

and capital as possible, they would have reduced their bare 

income to the same extent all' they had reduoed their farms Ishee. 
" 

Thus. where they before had barely suoceeded in satisfying 

their immediate wants they would on smaller £arms have euffered 

poverty. In short. they got a higher return from capital 

invested in land than either in labour or at first IS ight on 

interest in the money tmrket. Jjurther refleotion shows that 

the farmers did not uttaah any material value to the \york they 



did on the farms. They deduoted nothing of the returns as

salary. The whole return waa taken as interest on·dapital and
. ,

. therefore investment in land seemed to th~;nto pay better .,..;
. .

,than to ~ut the money out on interest.
, :

It 1a evident. thus. th!:lt if wbdivillion of land took

plaoe and if more labour was us ed in the deveLopmen t of the

dilltriot in later yearll. improvements in the 'eoonomio;:"

,conditions of the district must have ~reoeded these. The

value of land must have risen relat1velito'the value'of

. '

. labour and capital •
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- CllAPT.FR II-

Although the d~vGloplll:mta can be olaas1t1ed under

tour mu1n gl'ouIJl1 {l~ they .. r~ eo interdellendent that 1t would serve

the pUl'p,)a~ of U hilltorical Ilurvey 'better t o <letll with ea eh

taotol' '-'/d it ...r ose thun to trl;...l1. each of th e ae srol1110 in a

aep,ll'ut<:. ucoti on.

',Ie ll;l.W thut .veolfle wer!.. :l.'orQed to exert tll(;I;lHlVtle

llnu 00 th<:.,j' turllt:<l tu ur ub Le fi.lrrninc as t"<.£r UD their mC<lnll

und the nu tural c ond Lt Lcnu 01' the Llrc8 allowed them. '.I.'hie Vias

howt'.Ver on I:l L'l;l... t1vtly lllllltii aca Le and th<.re Wl.ll.l n ev er U ulinger

that raruble lUl'm1ng \;,ould replace p<JlJtorul. The nutuI,.. 1

oonditionfJ ru vour ed the lutter. In addition, I\l,1o¥(oVCl', wh<.tl

furlOere i""d to liell theil' whl.. ... t , they found it did cot even

pa~' itlJ w(;11 IlO ohc.cp-tul'tnin:..;. '!he exuen ee e involvcd. in

rc.4f1PI; U Iuuid o.i' ....11' ,.It 1s c at 1matt:d «1. 10/- to 12/- (~ . The

furr:.ict'1J \h<.o hau to takc their 9roPll to the v111uGI:oB b~ OX\ll!bOn,

which 1nvoly'cd '" furthc.r grl::'i1. expe n oe , hnd to tll(;1r. grc.ut

dim;.uy it .. :.Il found tlut by the end of laGS und ,iurint:;· 1070

they 1'...:0 to :;ell th c i1' crol,a at le UD thun .a vc.r Quid. In 1870

the ilnr",:.e l,J1"1ce 1mB 18/-~1 rand th f e inoluded u great rise'

1n llr 10e tcvlul'd" tht end of the your as a r c eu), t (;! the sudd(;n
•

inot'eu :Jed (,Olfland from the ))1u.rnond .'l<'le Ids.

;.;i1100 the depression han ae t in m..ny ourl'enders

took ~lu.ocf;"tlo tllcl:c were Junt now at a point to be l.lbnornully

j,J. • 2a-2~
See, t<.lole I)L'. xx:

ft) .l!:xpla1ned ou 1'c.bO
(~) Oivil COl:milolslonc.ro HC:1Jort 1868
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increased when luckily a gr~Qt demand for agricultural produce

a r oa e at Kimberley during 1870ltlnd at the same time, before

woolled ahe ep had been d e cr ea eed to a very great ext cn t a.s

Q result of the fall in wool prices, thE;flC prices rose in time

for purt of the Summer Clip in ~he beginning of 18?1~~0 ben~fit
from it. In 1871 it rose to l4a.per lb. whil~ the price averaged

6d. in 1870, for washed wool. Unwashed wool rose from 4id. to

8id. per lb. Although the prices dropped ag afn some later

years, they were on the ave rag e much higher than before 1871,. -

and farmers could therefore steadily impro.ve the qUality of

wool produced. At the aarne time the lare;e demand for

slaughter at ock from the Diamond Fields rE.:quire~ a good quulity

of lllUt~on S11"611; so thut farmers improved their stock in such

a way <:06 to pr cd uce both good mutton uno good wool. BecaUSE::

of the high price of meut, it paid almoat as well as Merino

sheep .t o farm with the non-woolled AfricanderB. because they

ma t ur ed much eo one.r and wer e m:ore'f(,productive than the Merino_

Consequent ly this type Of' stock Lncr eased aga1n~3) IIPricea

of all kinds of produce are atillsteadily improving_ Horses

of which sreCit nUlIilnrs rune been bought during the past y ear ,

are atill 1n demand at h1gh prices, to me e t trie requiranents

of the mc r ee eed .PI:i aa eng e r traffic to the diamond fields 0

cattle am sh e ep realize very high prices c onae quent on the

large demand at the diamond fields ••• Grain, meal, vegetables.

~) Civil Commissioners Report 1870
(l) "" \I 1870
(3) TC:l ble J..!€; .X.

increased when luckily a ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~E£~~ 
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butter, tranllpor\1:rom the coast, and.1nf~ct,all the'

neoeBearle II of l1fe are inoreasing in price from the same cause.

Altog~th~ the ooat 01' l1v1ng hue 1nor~aoed at 1eaat 25 ~er oent."
(~ .: .

the average market value ot horses inoreus~d from £1.10 in 1868

t e £16 in 18'71 and £30 in 18131 draught oxen from £5 to £8 and ...
£12, and wool1ed sheep from 6/6 to 10/- and 15/- re.pect~vely.

Wheat wore than doubled in val~e during the Ilame period. (s)

With the bad tranapol't avallli.ble a amall distanoe

differenoe meant a great deal to the" rea nearest to the murket J

and Albert waa .very 1uol>';y in be 1ngoomparaUvely near to the

diamond fit; Id ••

two wee.ke" ~and
The return Journey by oxwagon took "only about

all farmer. oonveyed their produotB to

Jt1mberley in person. Oonsequently, "weaUh has been thrown lnto

the d1vi a1 on thro ugh the high pricee ot sto ok and farm PI' oduce

realised at the diamond fh.lds, and had 1t not been for the

severe drought and oonat.quent 1:t.mlHng of the means of produotion

and transport this would hav~ been IlIlch larger~ •.

Many peraons from the divimbn were alBo successful

all d1ggere. The, did not ael1 their farms before the, went to 418;

and aftt;r aueceea rt;turned to their property and inor~alled the

wealth 1nDide the distriot. Few ~er80ns returned as failures

/Ond therefore as pauver~b)"lloney is very plentiful in the d1vlBiln\,(7)

tbUB.

The value of land tbUll naturally re ee again, and b)'

~
/~ Oivil OOlllm1as1oners Report 1871 1:2) :rable pg. XI

Table ~A XX ~ F<irm~. Evidenoe
O.OOR.-'107~- (b) a.O.R. 1B7~ an 18'(4 ~n c.c.a, 1874

buUer, 1;ranlilportfrom 'the COllst, and,in fact,all the· 

neceBaarie s of 11fe are inoreasing in pl'loe from the same oaUIle. 

A1tog~th~ the ooat ot living haa 1nor~uoed at 1caat 25 ~or cent." 
(:tJ .. 
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~
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187~') the average va Lu awa e nearly £1 per morgen Ilhigher than
, , - -. . -

ever before;" and manytlgricul tural improvement a we r e reported

. b e tween 1870 and 1880; amo,ngat others, very fine dams, sheep

sheds, improvad ploughs and har rowe, .a wattlr mill fOI'.irriga t ion

!lurpos ee , reaping mach Lne a , threshing machines and woolwasheries~

At the same time the cpality of stock was steadily ilnproving

and by 1880 e ev e r-aL peo1l1e farmed with stud Merino sheeP as a

S ide1in~. Ef)

. We saw that with this influx 01' money the cost of

living rose. Transport from the Ooast (i.e. East London) had rieen

from 12/- in 1870 to as much as 2§/- per 100 1bs. in 1872. and

in the next year by 11300 to 400 per cent" of what it hoo been

prE.'Viou~lY("') This increase cannot be a natural prooessas the

result of llXlrc money being available. There Were some special

factors at work to increase. the cost of trtlllsport.

~at of' the transport between the Northern Republics

and the coa at wen t th rough Alb t.:rt., er-os e ing the Orange River !:i t

Bethulie. This trunsport WaS assuming ereat prol-'orti,ons during

th~aixtiea. With the discovery of diamonds an abnormally greut

demnd for transport facilities between Kimberley and the

Coast arose •. Part of' the translJort went through East London and

purt through Port Elizabeth.

(I) Furme re eviden ce

~ Furmere hyidenae

The Euet London traffic in 'the

(;) eivil Commit:; ai oner e Report 1871­
1880

~ " n Re!lort 1873-187
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beginning went partly through Albert and partly through

Oo Le abe rg , Very ao on , howcve:r, the Alb ert road proved to be the

more fopular one and transport OVer it inoreased immensely.

The Kimberley demand was mainly for imports. The wagone thus

returned empt~ and so ~ r~ady transport facility was provided

for the conveyanoe of Albert's wool and skins to the coast.

Th~re wus ver~ great congestion of traffic in the

district; the pontoon at Bethu11e could hot manage all the

traffic. Long strings of w~gons went through the district every

day, and. often more than 100 W"d.f;Ons were wait,iog at Bethulie

at the same t Ine to cross the Orange River. A bridge Vias

necessary uoross the river; and towards the end of 1871 the Cape
i

Parliament passed an Aot· (No.. 15) "T'o promote the Construotion of

a bridge or br idges ov e.r the Orange River. 1t Onl~ in 1875 they

started oonstructing the bridge at Be~ulie. A new and
I

improved pontoon was erected in 18?3, but ev en that could not

cope with all the traffic. The farmers did not like this

thoroughfare and congestion. because these wagons acted

destructively on. the division's roads and they were taxed to

repair them; eS!lecitl.lly during the rainy periods. Secondly J

land was becoming valuable and they had to allow the transport­

r idere grazing righ ta j and thirdly, they thought it very unfair

of the coastal transporters to overcharge them so much for import

trans port a fter they red the free us e of the ir ro ads and of their

Land a for graZing the t ranapcr t oxen. They did not seem to

beg inning went tly through crt tly through 

Co • aoon, hOl;n:vc.r, proved to be 

more fopular one and transport .;;;;..;..,;;;;.;;;;. cae immensely. 

The Kirribtrley demand was mainly for imports. The vlagone thus 

returned empty and eo a l't.;ady transport facili ty was provid 
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thems~lves with a minimum of such e t o ckj vand meanwhile the

traders all turn~d on the Kimb~rley market and concentrated on

'tllat. This problem of cca e t e L transj,Jort applied to all the

districts in the Eaat~rn Province and the Karroo,through whioh

the main roads to the Diamond ~leld6 went. The Coleebtrg

Civ 11 Commiss ioner in 1872 put the problem this way: "It should
. .

be noted that prices of conaumu~ble produce generally ~tro

practically coubled in all these areas and in the Karroo, owing

to the diamond-field demands; a f~eld which demanded much

tt'affic and t rana p or-t and therefore dislocated the old transport

to a very great extent from the ooast to those areas. All

transport seems to have suddenly shifted to the roads between
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those fields ani the areas producing for them;" whereas t ' •.

the latter areas hav e no supply-transport available for themselves.

Thill bringe need of re.;allocution of transport to a more

r eaacnab le proJ,lorti on b e twe e n the different a r eaa e " Not only

con eumna b Ie produce wer e thus affected .. however. The ca ae was

similar with E:;vo'ything which bad'to be ta kenvto the markets

by transport. Timber for bUilding sheds in Albert

transported at less than" 300% of the 1869 price (11

could not be

In Alb er ttl) the

price of ehirts roee from 24/- per dozen in 1867 to 60/- in 1873;

jackete were 12/- each in 1870 and £1 in 1872; tea cost 4/6 per

lb. in 1870 and 6/- in 1873 a nd llugarrose from 7d. to lld. per

lb. between 1870 and 1873.

W'henevcr the farmers thought of doing the coastal

transport himself in the future, he was offered a still higher

price fer his stock;" - and he sold. In this way the cost of

trans1lprt, and consequently the cost of living, was continually

increasing. ' Because of the greater regUlarity in demand at

Kimberley transport tended to prE:fer th!lt market continuully;

and although eoms transporters found that they had neglected very

good areas and that transport wa a dislocated, or rather, was out"

of proportion to demand, and turned to other routes in an attempt

to baLan ce things up, the Kimberley narket held its advantage

over all other areas right until the time the "gold mines were begun

(I) C. C.Repo rt 187 3~ (" Tables Pl'. XXIII and XXIV
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on the Rand in 1886; .and the ton-mile cha rg e s to Kimberley

were always leaa than to other districts, although by 1886 the

diff~renoe was not as large as it used to be during the
" .

"SeventiE.S" of the Nine teen th Cen tury.

During the. Sevent iea the d emand a for ra ilways got

~ special significance; snd public demonstrations in demand of

!'silway connection with the Coast were held in Albert because,

firstly, transport to the Coast of wool were increasing and ..

secondly, there was a great shortage of transport facilities

in the Colony which ,enabled the professional transporters-to

exploit the people. Albert benefited very much from the

cona t ruc ta on of ral1wtiY lines(I} Both the Eastern and the Midland

Systems were coming in the direction of Albert.: The nearer

the linea came to Albert, the le aa the peo pLe were at the mer oy

of transport-riders. ;By 1879 the two sy'sttms had vbsen complete.d

to Cathcfl.rt and Graaf! Reinet res}iElctively;and rather than being

exp l,o i t ed J:ly t ransp or t er a , far mer snow oc cas i onally t a ok th air

own wugons anu fetched what they needed from these places.

Transport .c oe t e frllm the coa at fell co na iderably as a result.

The midland system reached Cradock in 1881 and Rosmend in 1883.

The Eastern system WClS completed to Q,ueenatown in 1880, to

Molteno in 1883 and through Durgheradorp to aliwal North in 1885.

l'hus the Coastal Transport Q.uestion disappeared as far B.S" Albert

was concerned. T.he. transport problem henceforward was that

to the Diamond Fields. The farmers demanded bE;tter transport to

that area and got promisee from their Members of Parliament that

(,) FC:lrmE:rs' lJ.'vidence.
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they would see it through. Before anything could be done,

however, gold was disoovered on the Rand; and once more'

prices of all agricultu ral produce rose immensely. A much

more profitable market than Kimberley arose, al'ld railways started

to head for the Rand. The Cape Town line was connected from

De Aar to the Midland aye te m at Naauwpoort, from where it crossed

the Orange River in 1890 at Na:'Ilals Pont. The VTcostern p!trt of

Albert was thus also conneoted with the railways to the Coast.

In addition they were ccnnee t ed with Kimberley by rail, as the

De Aar - Kimberley line was completed in 1885•.. They thus sent

the ir pr oduc e to Kimberley via Naauwpoort and De Mr and dio away

with long-distance oxwagon transport altogether. The line

pussing'Norvals Pont reached Johannesburg in 1892, and so. ..
t

the farmers were linked up with both their main markets,

Kimberley and Johannesburg, as well as With the sea-ports, by

railway. In 1892 Stormberg on the Eastern System was. linked up

with Ro emead on the Midland System and the farmers in Eastern

Albert were also connected up by railway with their main markets

and the seaports. This solved the transport problem for the

district(r). The farthest farms from a railway station were now

less than forty miles; and no oxwagon transport was needed for

any longer distance. F'<lrmers say that people at .that time

readi ly avai led thems elves of the provid ed railway fae i li ties,

and no attempts were made to compete with the railways.

(I) Walkeri. Historical Atlas of S.A. pg. 24 for all rail-details.
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By 1892 the Eastern system was extended to cross

the Orange River at Bethulie and meet the line crossing the

river at Norvals Pont at. Spr1ng1'ontein. Albert w"s thus

served by a network of railways. Thus suddenly cheap tr.maport

arose, with the result that prices of agricultural produce

increased ani prices of imports decreased. There was no more

eoonomic isolat ion from the rest of' South Africa and from the

rest of the World. Albert was in close touch wi th i te ma in

markets, and the coat of living could hardly vary from other

centres by more than the differences in transport c ost e •. As

these were low, we find thut market prices from now onwards

tended to equal the average market prices in the Colony; and,

e inc e Un ion, in the Union ~/J Farmers' re turns thus naturally
(%oj

increased, and to that extent the value of land rose again.

'Elle roads inside the district Lead Lng to. the '

rat lway stati ons .were no longer overburdened by traffic pas sing

through the' diet r ict, and were now a teadlly .Impr ove d , On the

whole roads are kept in good order throughout. the district at

present.

The Village of Venterstad ie 26 miles from Knapdaar

and Norvals Pont, its nearest railway a t a t Lcna , . An agitation

was set on foot to connect the village to the main lines by a

branoh line; but although the volume of trade of the district

is large and is still stE:udily increasing, the Government

did 'not yet feel justified in taking such a step. For the

(I) See Tables pp XI XII XX XXIII and XXIV (z,) Farmers' Evidence.
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laf:lt. few years, hOWl.ver, a Railway ;Bus Service is running very

profitably betw~en Norvals Pont and. Venterstad; and since 1928 the

village ie alao connected to Knapdaar by a railway bus. although

many people use their own wagons and motor-lorries for ~ransport

to the stations and these buses therefore hav e to cope .with a

g r ca t amount of c ompe t ; tion, they are held to be amongst the

few most profitable Railway Bus Services in the Union at present. (r)

The Albert people joined in the different agitations

;for cheaper transport for agricultural produce which arose. ..

from time to time. The result i ng policy of diEJcrimination in

railway rates in favour of the farmers helped to increase the

wealth of the district.

SimUltaneously with the dislocation of transport a

serious labour problem arose in Albert. Native Labour in Albert

had always been utte.rly unskilled. The main source of .. l<lbour was

Basutoland, but Hottentots and ~~ngoes also constituted a large

proportion cif the supply. It haa already been pointed out(2)how

untrulltworthy these servants were "All classes of native servants

are dishonest, insubordinate and utterly reckless ll(:5)These Natives

were usually paid in sheep, reckoned at 6/- each. This was a low

estimate of a ahe ep t a value •. The Natives were thus hired for

periods of.six months for which they obtained ten sheep plUS

table-food, made by the housewife, and housing. At this rate,

Department of Railways and l~rboura.

Civil Commissioners Report 1871
(oz) p s p , 18 to If'. ,
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whioh was by no means a oom!letitive, but a"oustomary rate, the

labour market w~s amply supplied, although they were of such a

!loar quali ty. During the depreseioi'l of the "Sixties" of last,

centur¥ the farmers had to dism1ils nany of their servants with

the result thut unemployment and stock theft inoreased.

Now that'money flowed into the division from Kimberley

and the farlll{;rs wanted to use labour to improve their farms, a

sudden g r ea t scarcity of Native labeur arose,'Inoidentally,

farmers in Alb ert were always a li t tle more auvan ced ' than in most

parts of the Colony since the "seventiesll, and therefore had a

more eoonomic~ outlook and were more ready to in~ove where such

a step would be a profi table one', because the Albert Academy.
and the Dutch Reformed Seminary, eotabl1shed in 1869, were 'c':

providing good educational factl.ities~l)whiCh compar-ed favourlilbly

with "practioally any part 'of the ColonYj" and in addition an

1nx'ant school,' numerous farm sqhools and a Native :Mission

Sohool exis'ted' in the division. In 1865 the Albert Civil'

Commiasioner stated that lithe Albert Aoademy is progressing

rapidly; many of the farmers ar e availi_~ themselves of this

opportunity of giving their children a liberal education."

In additiun to the types of improvements mentioned

on page II!, farmers now needed gre"t numbers of natives to

build stonewalls round their farms. They,thou[\ht ·this would

check stooktheftto a very great extent. In addition it would

have e11minlitedthe trouble of constantly looking -for strayed

(I) Civil Commissioners Reports 1865 to 1880



ca.ttle and ho~see all over the distriot and would therefore

in the long run nav e acted as a labour-saving d ev Lo e , But

lese l",bour waa obtuin~ble than ever before. There were three

main reasons for this scaroitya-

(1) On the boundary of the district as it was then

c ona t i tuted ")at the pr e ae nt village; of Molteno, coal-ijlining was

e t ant ed , These mines steadily developed and absorbed more

and more of the Albert labour supply. These mines however never

produced more thl;m a few thousand tons per year and eo did not

have any p~rmanent economic effects on the'division. They

olosed down ahortl~ aft~r Union.

(2) The Basuto's always feared the Orange Free State; and ..
to be safe many of these Natives came into the Colony to work for'

the fl:lrmers. They were the beat of the different kinds of bad

labourers. However, 1n 1868 England annexed Ba aut oLa nd , IlLabour

is vtc;,ry scarce, and of the rudest kind; ana how to remedy this _
,- ,

evil baa b e eoce a serious que e t Lon , It appears tha t one of the

rLasona for this scarcity ia thut Basutoland (the source of our

labour) has beoome eo secure under British rule, thut the better

ola ae of Nat tve s will not come into the Colony to work for the

wages offer~d, finding it ~or~ profitahle to farm the stock

realized in the Colony in years yast; henoe only the scamps,

who cannot succeed in their own country, come to seek service

in the Colony, not so much for the sake of work, /;Ie to realize

all they can in the sno r t es t poasible time, and return to their

(I) The boundaries we r e altered several times before 1898



own territory to start farming for therme1vea~Il(')' -,

(3) Moet of the Natives, including all the better-class

Ba au tc ta, were at t raot ed to Kinmc::rle;y by the 'high demand- of

labour and prospeots of high wages there', if they were

willing to leave their territories at all •

. The problem became so aer aoua thQt in 1876 the

Divisional Council could not obtain natives to keep the roads

in order; and only with much difficulty managed to get the

main roads in fair order. (2)

1he farm servants were practically all Natives, and

oan practically all be classed under the head of ·Coloured

Farm Servants and Herde ll • The Head Shepherds werevtry few and

all ca~e Coloured. (i5) In the table on page XXII it is shown

that natives' money wages rose from 10/- in l868·to'£1 in'1871,·

'and were down at 10/- again in 1876.' Farmers however hold thCilt

this chunge never took place•. It might have' been the case only

in a few isolated cases. The high wages reported in 1871 and 1873

may be explained by the tact that Natives were paid in sheep.

The value of sheep rose, and the quantity ofaheep paid per

month were not yet reduced to adjust the v.-a:ge to- that of 10/.:

., pel' month.· ThiEl 'adjustment was however made before 1876. We

thua I:ind that a ouatomarywage rute prevailed over a competitive

market rate. The rate' is found to have been 10/':' in money or·

stock per month right UP to the prE86nt. except in a few oases,

(,)c. a.Report 1873•..
(a) 'r•• ,"_ ..,' EVIDo

(2)a. C.R. 1876

--------------_.- _.__ .. .._........ ... . ..__.



where theamallchangea canagain be explained by changes in the

val UE.: of et oak. (I)

'1'he N", tive nowev e r dislike B to work for money. He

wanta to be paid in stock. The whole purp oae of his work is to

obtain stock for lobola and a little extra to subsist on in 't~::h'

own territor~.. The Essuto'a in Kimberley Boon found that they

spent all their high waSes and at the end of the month had nothing

left to buy stock on their return to Ba auti oIa nd , It thus

steadily became clear to them thti.t farm work served their purpose

b e t tc r , and thus, by 1877 the 13aauto supply of Native labour

increased steadily in Albert; and next to the F1ngoes they were

now the greatest in numb er , There Was however still a great.. .
shortage of Native labour; and in 1878 and 1879 Gaika labourers

wer e "introduced u (~ How this introduction was made is not stated.

It might have been by Bomeaort of reoruitment. The Easuto

supply of labourers increased rapidly, however, and partly because

the Gaika's did not like the t~pe of farm work, part1~ because

the 13asuto's were more popular with the farmers and forced the

Gaika's out of work, the 1Qtt~r praotically all left by the

beginning of 1880 ~~ Th~re were enough Baauto's available to take

their ,Pluces, and the labour problem Was thus overcome by 1880.

The Baauto rebellio~ of 1880 disturbed the labour

market for a short While"; but the rebellion was soon suppressed

]'",;l,rmer s Ev idence o ..

T.b16: :t;J§. XlC:H.
eiv 11 Commissioner s Report 1878
"" n 1881-



These lubourerswere ma.inly

"'

and since then farmers had no trouble wi th their Basuto

labourers again. Cotnpet1tionatnotli.~st the lIati"Vea be came .more

and more keen, and so the class of labourers steadily improved.

Owing to the increased use of lIat1"Ve Labour farmers .b egan to

realize that they were demanding too much frou1 their housewives

by giving the Natives table-food. Their chance to change the
,

system .came wi th the Anglo-Boer War, when Natives were bes1Jln8'l6

for work. The farmers since then supplied the Natives with raw

food. As a result of the Anglo-Boer War,,,Bywoner- labour was

Used to a cons iderable extent.

peol1le ruined by the war. The termllBywoner" is used in a

d1:t:ferent sense from that in ug:bicultural orarid,areas like the

Wester~ Pr cvd nce und the Maize areas,' where a"Bywoner" ill a

person who does not get.a salary, but ie allowed grazing for
"

a certa in amoun t of eto ck and is given 01 defini te size.of land,

depending upon the agreement,. to cultivate on a share basis.
, .

He has no other obligations to the farmer.
> • ,"

In Albert and the surrounding pOlS toral areas the

term "B-ywoner tl is used in the sense of "Kneg" in the Western'

Province. He is a person paid in wage s , which may include

a .;ieoe of land to be. cult hated; and he haa to, do what the
, ~ ". -

farmer tells him. He is, in short a labourer under the
" . . : .

:farmer's direct superVision.
t '.' r ,.,

The"ByWoners \I proved to be comparatively exPensive

labour, and gradually diminished•. At present it is regarded .

. '.

'" 
~nd since then farmers had no trouble with their Baauto 
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peollle ruined by the war. The termuBywonerll is uaed in a 

dHfere;nt BenBS from that in 45:Haultural or arid.areuB like the 

WesterI'! Province «nd the Maize arcOla. where aliBywoner" ill a 

person who does not get.a Il!;llary • but is allowed grazing for 
" 

III certain amount of stock I!.nd is given I!. definite size .of land, 

deJ?end1ng upon the !;Igreement •. to cultiva.te on a share basis. 

He hils no other oblige. t1 one to the fllrmer~ .. 

In Albert and the IlUrrounding PI!.S toral I!.reae the 

term "Bywoner ll is used in the sense of "Kneg ll in the 'ilelltern 

Province. He is a person paid in wagbSt which nay include 

iii .J1e oe of land to be ault iva. ted; a.nd he ha a to. do what the 

farmer tells him. He is. in short a labourer under the 
.' . 

farmer'll direct aupervieion. , " 

Ths"ByWonere II proved to be oomparatively eJePene1ve 

labour, and gradually diminished •. At present it is regarded. 

-.. '. 



(I)
as 0. sign of weal th if a, fa rmer haa 3 HBywoner . It It ae ems to be

regarded as a kind of luxury, only used to allow the farmer a

more carefre e life.
(2)

A small proportion of the farm labourers are Hottentots

at present. The rest are Bantu's; mainly .7Jingoea, Gaika's or

IITamboekios lf and Ba au to ts , The Basuto's diminishedconsiderl:lbly

in l?ro",ortion dUl.'ing the la at few years., They proved

themselves to be Vf;.ry capable shepherds, but the other races

Vermin-proof fencing eliminated practically all

she~herding since 1922, and ao the Basuto's were thrown out of

work and decreased in proportion to other Native-labourers.

The money-wages are still 10/- per month, or else

stock to that amount. I,ll addition they are allowed food, fuel,

housing, old olothes and grazil16 for their stock. The steady

industrialisation of the country has in the 11:1st tew ye,ars drawn

many Natives .to the towns, and labour is oonsequently

oomparative1y aOelrce in the distriot ~t'present. One of the

reasons why Natives allow themselves to be drawn to the towns

is that they are more developed than fifty years ago when they

returned from the Diamond Mines notWithstanding the higher wages

paid there; and have learnt to understand and appreciate the value

of monoy a s a form of wealth to a oertain extent. e,

They thue go to the towns where h1ghemoney wages are

paid. in the hope to save more and thus to be able to buy a wife

(t) Local Evidenoe & observation (:1) Evidenoe and own investigation.

(I) 
as 0. sign of wealth if a, farmer htl.s auBywaner." It seems to be 

regOirded aa a kind af luxury, only used to allow the farmer a 

more carefree life. 
(1) 

A small proportion of the farm labourers are Hottentots 

at prescnt. The rest are Bantuls; mainly ,7J1ngoos, Gaika's or 

uTamboekiee" and Baeutols. The Basutols diminiah"doonsider<lbly 

in pro",ortion during the la st :few years., They proved 

themselves to be very capable shepherds, but the other races 

were better furm~workera. 

Vermin-proof fencing eliminated praotioally all 

s}lej,lherding since 1922, and ao the Basuto la Wer(; thrown out of 

work and deoreased in proportion to other Nativc-l~bourers. 

The money-wages ure still 10/- per month. or elee 

stock to that amount. I,n addition they ure allowed food, fuel. 

housing, old olothelil and grazinG for their stook. The steady 

1ndustr1alis~tion of the country h"s in the l!:1et few years drawn 

many Nat1ves ,to the towna, and ll:1bour is oonsequently 

oomparatively soarce in the distriot ~t_present. One of the 

reasons why Natives allow themselves to be drawn to the towns 

ia that they are mort developed than fir ty yeara ago when they 

returned from the Diamond Mines notWithstanding the higher wages 

paid there; and have learnt to understand and appreoiate the value 

of monoy ae a form of wealth to a oertain extent., 

They thua go to the towns where high. money wagee are 

paid. il1 the hope to eave lUore and thus to be able to buy a \'life 

(I) Local Evidenoe &: observation (:1) Evidenoe and own investigation. 



sooner. Almost invariably they are d i aappo i nt ed , hONcver,' for

the e xpena e a in towns as a rule exhaust all the wages. Some of

these natives lose touch with their native custoWs. They

beoome permanen tly de tr ibalis ed and permanent wage-earners in

the towns. Thos e of them, however. Who at ill feel their family

ties, and s till want to get their Lobola ready as aoon as

pass ible, seem to be terribly d iBappo int ed in the tovms; and

very often one finds some of the~e natives back on the farms,

arriving there wi th absolutely no possessions, an d earning enoughp"

the h"tt\. t 0 buy a wif e in a year or two.

Several Natives told me that they were working in

.Johannesburg for .fA, to £5 per month, and were wor;le-off than

they ar e on the fa rms.

Farmers are always accused of paying their Native

labourers such a very low wage. The Economic and Wage Commission

allows £1 per month to cover each Native's earnings in cash and

kind. It 1'e'strange that, if wages were really so low, Natives

on farms usually become quite large stockholders, while those in

towns never possess anything and seem to need every penny they

earn to live. A native usually COllE a from his reserves with

nothing, and after three or four years is able to return there

with a considerable amount of stock. In fact, his stock

increases so rapidly that a successful native will hardly ever

be allowed on the farm l>fhr about four years; he first has to

take his stock to th~ rtserves, because they have increased

sooner. .\lmoet invariably they are d1suppointed, hcmever,· for 

the expenses in towns ae a rule exhaust all the wagea. Some of 

these nat ivee lose touch wi th their native cuetolile. They 
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be allowed on the farm afhr about four years; he first has to 

take his stock to the rtserves, beoause they have increased 



to such an extent that their grazing alone is worth several

pounds per month.

In ~ there were 2128 non-European ma:le farm

la bour e ra , Of the SE. a t lea at 25 to 50% ar e always on the move (It

looking for cla.llY work a tthe rate of 1/6 per day plus houa ing

and fuel. Let us take the perllBnent farm labourers to be 1600.

This includes the boys of 12 to 15 years who have no stock, but

work for their parents who are employed on the aume :farmfJo
(1)

These natives had 3487 cattle; that i a , more than two each on an

averaGe. In addition they always have aconaiderable amount of

donkeys and horaes; .. lmost every n.. tive has a few donkeys or one

or more ncrae a , They naturally had a considerable amount of sheep
•as well, as most of them are paid in sheep or cattle. A

conservative estimate of cattle, horses and donkeys can be made.

Certainly there were no less than 5000 of these owned by Natives.

Grazing per hE.ad of these is not obtainable at less than 2/6

per month•. That means an average Native wage of over 7/6.

Smallstock returns are not given; but we can take about 3 per

native aufeJ;y. That is another ee , to his salary at 2d. grazing

chlrBes per head per month, Which is below the market rate of

£1 per 100 per month.

For a hut nothing better than the one the Native

occupies free on the farm,' he has to pay 5/- in any of the villages.

Take his income here, however, as worth 3/-. In addition, old

(I) Farmers Evidence and own observation.
(z) . Agr icul tura 1 Census l'ennl' t~

to suah an extent that their grazing a.lone is worth several 

pounds per month. 

In ~ there were 2128 non-European male farm 

labourers. Of thesf. at least 25 to 50% are always on the move(l} 

looking for dEdly work at the rate of 1/6 p!;r day plus hous ing 

and fuel. Let us take the permoent farm labourers to be 1600. 

This includes the boys of 12 to 15 years who have no stock, but 

work for their parents who are employed on thE: sume ;i:'armlh 
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Theae natives had 3487 cattle; that is. more than two each on an 

averaGO. In addition they always have a considerable amount of 

donkeys and horses; .. lmoat every nQt1ve has a few donkeys or ono 

or more horsea. They naturally had a considerable amount of sheep 

• aa well, as most of them are paid in sheep or cattle. A 

conservative estimate of cattle, horsee and donkeys oan be made. 

Certainly th!;re were no less than 5000 of these owned by Natives. 

Grazing per hf.ad of these is not obtainable !;It lese than 2/6 

per month. 'That meane an average Native wage of over 7/6. 

Smallstook returns are not given; but we oan take about 3 per 

native sufe:J;y. That is another 00. to his salary at 2d. grazing 

cl':i:lrees per head per moqth, which 1a below the market rate of 

£1 per 100 per month. 

For a hut nothing better than the one the Native 

occupiee free on the farm.' he haa to pay 5/- in any of the villages. 

Take his income here. however, as worth 3/-. In addition, old 

(I) Farmers Evi dence and own observa ti on. 
(zl ,A{;!;r 10ul tura 1 Cenaus r .... D"'· t. 



clothes and shoes uresupplied, not only to the worker; but

also in many cases to his children. This can be reckoned at 2/6

per mon t h, for some farmers now pay their servants '12/6 per

month on condition tl~t thcy do not provide any old clothes.

The farmers say they gain through this. The Natives also have

the free use of fuel, as liberally as they wish, for their whole

family; and durins the Winttr months their fires burn day and

night. It saves them a fortune in blankets, and a t the mar ke t

vrice of ffrewood minus the costs of transport to the market

cannot be reckoned at less than 10/- average per month .U) Let

us take it'to be 6/6, to bring the aver~e earnings mentioned

so far to £1. l~en the Native gets his 101- per month; 11-
worth of! t cba cc o , and in some ca s e a also coffee arid sugar.

The food consists of meal and me a t , mainly. The

meal can be t"ken to be worth 10/- per month, being just on half

a muid. Half a sheep is the minimum in lOOat. That is worth 10/..
" '

Then milk is given, an d although it is skim milk, they ure allowed

marc than a gallon per day. This milk could otherwise be

fed to pigs or pOUltry, and 16 thus not totally valueless. We

cun reckon thi s at 31!. per ga lIon, although farmers ho ld tllit t

it is worth 8d. That is anoth~r 7/6 per month. That brings the

total earnings to £2.18.6. In some cases they are paid much

more; but nardly ever less. As our estimate has been very

cone er va t Ive , we can safely take the real wages to equal £3

per month.

(I) Farmers I evidenoe.

clothes and ahoes <Ire supplied. not only to the worker; but 

also in many casea to his children. This can be reakoned at 2/6 

per month, for some farmers now pay their aervants12/6 per 

month on condit ion that they do not provide any old clothes. 

The farmers sa.y they ga in through this. The Nat iv ss also have 

the free use of fuel, clIO liberally as they wish, for th"ir whole 

family; and durin;.:; the Winttr months their fires burn day a.nd 

night. It saves them a fortune in blankets, and a t the marke t 

~r1oe of ffrewood minus the costs of tra.nsport to the market 

cannot be nokoned at less than 10/- average per month .(1) Let 

us take it'to be 6/6. to bring the aver~a earnings mentioned 

130 fur to £1. l~en the Native gets his 10/- per month; 1/-
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meal cun be tuken to be worth 10/- per month, b<::ing just on half 

a muid. Half a sheep is the minimum in meat. That is worth 10/ .. 
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morc than a gallon per day. This milk could otherwise be 
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cun reckon thiB at 31!. per gallon, althoue;h farm<::rs hold that 

it is worth 8d. That is anothtr 7/6 per month. That brings the 

total earnings to £2.18.6. In som" oases they are paid much 

marc; but nardly ever lesa. As our estimate has been very 

oons(.rvative, we oan safely take the real wages to equal £3 
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It is held by some :people that the meat allowed is

u sua Ll.y only tha t of a sheep that died. l'llat is no t so. They

get their regular supplies; and if any such meat is allowed

the Natives" it is an extra allowance. Many farmers do not

allow thia. They have this kind of sheep or" cattle buried.-­

Natives are given enough food to teed their whole family, even

if the woman does not work; and every mouth the 10/- in ca eh or

stook is inoome over-and-above what he needed during the month.

'£his is the way they become rich. If a farme]." had to e e t i ma te

these total native wages he would come to the oonolusion that

he pays them £5 per month. We thus lIee thu t after all the farmers

ure not such soulless exploiters of the Natives as they are

made out to be. If we take account of the cost 01' liVing in the

towns and that in Albert and other country areas using Native­

labour, we see that the country wl:lges comp"re in no way

unfavourubly with th~ town wages; especially if we remember that

these nut I ve s on thd countrysid"e ar e totally une duo a t ed and can

do only manual labour. In addition we should remember tl~t

their real wages fluctuate directly with the cost of living,

as they include food and clothing. This is a great acvan tage s.

It WaS a tremendous work to fence in farms by

stonewalls; and although miles and miles of. such walls were

erected, very few furme were completely fenced in by 1891.

It is held by some people that the meat allowed is 

usually only tha t of iii. sheep that died. l'.h<lt is no t so. They 

get their regular supplies; and if any such meat is allowed 

the Natives, it is an extra allowance. Many farmers do not 

allow this. They have this kind of sheep or" cattle buried •. · 

Natives are given enough food to feed their whole family. even 

if the woman doee not work; and every mouth the 10/- in ca sh or 

stook is inoome over-and-above what he needed during the month. 

'£his is the way they become rich. It a farme," had to er,timate 

these total nat ive wages he would come to the conclusion that 

he pays them £5 per month. We thus wee that after all the farmers 

are not such soulless exploiters of the Natives as they ar~ 

made wi; to be. If we take account of the coat of living 1n the 

towns and that in Albert and other country areas using Native­

labour, we see that the country weigel! compare in no way 

unfavourubly with th~ town wages; espeoially if we remember that 

these natives on thd countrysid"e are totally uneduoCited and can 

do only manual labour. In addition we ellould remember that 

their real wages fluctuate directly with the cost of living, 
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It was a tremendous work to fence in farms by 

stonewalls; and· although miles and miles of. such walla were 

erected, very few farms were completely tenced in by 1891. 



1t1

The fa llow Lng table ancws the at a t e of fencing in

different years in Albert 1-

By 1891 wir e fencing was alr e ady repluc ing the

clumsy 5tonew<.4llai but no great progress was made in fenoing

until the War. During the W.olr all wire fences were destroyed.

When the wur WaS over in 1902 the. farmers had either to fence

in their furms or e Lae: allow their cattle to stray and g e.t lost,

for horses" which were essential to look ufter the stock, were

unobtainable. All horses wtre either co nmande er ed or shot during

the War by the dif'fer~nt Militury forces. The prioe of horses

were so high that it paid better to fence in the farms than to

buy horses to serve the purpose of stock-herding. The fences

of that time could h~ever not keep out vermin, and smallstock

st ill ha d to be herded. The necessi ty of looking uf tt:r big

stock regularly in f~ar of their being strayed was h~/ever

eliminated. By 1910 practically all farms were fenced in with



plain wire. This acted as ilk labour-saving device, for instead

of bringing stock to the kraals twice every we ek , they now came

home only about once or twice every month. The stock became

more healthy because they .If..re disturbed less often and had a

greater reserve energy. In addition, the Government

&\gricultural departments left no stone unturned to find

effective remedies. for the various stock diseases; and as a

result these diseases are at present reduced to be exceptions

where formerly they used to be regUlar occurrences.

Since the "Seventies" of last century there had

been constant improvf.:ments in agriculture. More and more sheep

sheds were built, and thus losses us a result of' cold,

were r'educe d to a very grelat extent •. The game which used to

destroy the p<.lsture have been d ecr ea aed to such an extent that

only some furms in the district have a few springbok left; and

they are in camps. Game is very scarce in the district •

. :By lSqothe scab que st i on was tackled. The farmers

had religious objections to dipping; and they instructed their

representatives in the Cape Legis~tive Assembly to oppose the
•

Aot. The Act was however Ultimately for oed through during the

early "nineties; and dipping for scab became c ompuLaory ,

Success came slowly ,d first; but before 1920 the whole

,district wa e clean of soub. Praotically no fmner used his dip

for the La at ten years. The dis trict ·is proclaimed as one free

of acabj.and thus was exempt ed from the compulsory simultaneous
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di~ping in 1925.

stooktheft deoreased gradually as result of better

lioHce oontrol. General fencing, which forced the Natives to

keep to the roads~ oompletely oheoked stooktheft as fur as

the driving away of animals were concerned. Since fencing

only oocasional cases of sheep stealing for slaughter

ocour, and in nearly all cases the thief is found and imprisoned.

The waterauppl§l)in the district has been increused

to a great extent. The rainfall did not chung e seasonally,

as oan be seen from the graphs (p.III). It seems, however,

that the uvera~e annual rainfall is decreasing. The average

annual rainfall at l3urghersdorp gaol decreased from 21.9 inches

for the fifteen ye ar a 1887 to 1901, to 17.49 inches for the

fifteen years 1914 to 1928. In addition, the rain is less

effective now than before because soil erosion ~s increused.

But although the average rainfall recorded has decreClsed~t)there
," . .

ar e stilt as pr oeper oua years, wi th a e high .rainf"lls, as ever

bcfore. There ne ed i b e no feur of drying-up·of the land.

Water was far apart and stock ~d to cover long

distances daily to and from the water before 1870. The

Dr~ught InvestiGation CommissioA2)e:x;pressed the opinion that

sheep should not be driven more than one mile to water in

Albert; a~d water should not be more than a mile "part in

this diVision, because the long distances to the wa t er make

the stock tired and absorb the energy obtained from grazing.

(I) See tables on p , lU to IX and graph/ron p. I to V
1_\ ITT ......... .. ~__ \
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stooktheft deoreased gradually as result of better 

,police control. General fencing. which foroed the Natives to 

keep to the rOtids~ oompletely checked stocktheft as fur as 

the driving "way of animals were concerned. Since fenoing 

only occasional cases of shee~ stealing for slaughter 

ocour, and in nearly all oases the thief is found and imprisoned. 

The waterauPpl~1} 1n the district has been increused 

to a graat extent. The rainfull did not ohunge seasonally, 

as oan be fleen from the graphs (v.III). It seems, however, 

that the avera~e annual rainfall is decreasing. The average 

annuul rainfall at :Burghersdorp gaol decreased from 21.9 inches 

for th<: fifteen years 1887 to 1901, to 17.49 inohes for the 

fifteen years 1914 to 1928. In addition, the rain is less 

effective now than before because soil erOSion ~s increused. 

But although the average rainfall reoorded has deorecll,ed~t)there 
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are still as prosPerous YE;:l;IrS, wi th as high .rainfa11a. as evtr 

b<:.fore. There need bE;: no feul' of drying-up·of' the land. 

Wa tel' was far apart <And at oak ~d to cover long 

diat<lnces daily to and from thE;: Water before 1870. The 

Dr~ught InvestiGation CommiBsioA~exPressed the opinion that 

sheep should not be driven more than one mile to water in 

Albert; a~d water should not be more than a mile apart in 

this division, bscause the long distanoes to the water make 

the stock tired and absorb tho energy obtained from grazing. 

(I) See tables on p. lCl to IX and graPMon fl. I to V 
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Since development atar t ed a considerable number of dams were

constructed in kloofs. More fountains w.re <llso opened on farms

and some very go od f oun t a rna , opened after the Anglo -Boer w",r,

are known. The number of wells also steadily increa~ed, until

between 1904 and 1911 boring machines were introduced, and

boreholes came to replace wells. Boring machines hav e been

continually very actively eng~ed in the district 'ever since

their introduction, and at pre~ent eight or ten of them are

always bo oked up for St.veral engu,;emen ts. Ther e is no t a single

fa rIll in the district without at least one windmill today; and

some farms have up toa dozen, while five or six ae ema to be

quite 'In Qverage number. The following table shows the

wuterElUPply pos ition in 1911 and the development in boreholes

until 1926&-

(,)
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()Dl\MS - 1911 CENSUS
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Much has thus already been done to improve water-supply

for stock; but more is needed. The furmers are satisfied

if there is one wutf:ring-place in each camp. no ma t t cr how big

the camp is. They should take further steps to reduce the

distances stock have to tramp to the wutt:r. In addition, they

should see t hu t the stock gets -pu r e wa t cr , In too m:lny ca se e

they do not reulise that bad wa t er is a direct caUSE:: for stock



diseases, and are sutisfied if their stock get anythinG a t all

to drink. The leoturer in Zoology at the Grootfontein School

of Agriculture luid great stress on this point before the

Drought Investigation Commission. (I)

The Orange River is the only constantly-flowing

stream in the divill1on, but it is cang er oue for drinking

vur~oses. A considerable number of spruits and sloots run

through the District to the Or'ang e River from thettStormbergen1t

and Li ttleIlZuurberg.H'They are, however, not perennial s t re ama ,

Nevertheless many farmers have a constant wat er eup pLy in some'

of the se rivers.

Locusts are no longer the menace they used to be.

AlthOUGh locust-poison came into use only recently, it has proved

to be most effective indestrcying the pest; and, as the

farmers are wide-uwake to the possible harm the ue insects might

do, swarms are at l'resent hurdly allowed to leave their breeding-
" .

p Ia ce s before they are all killed.

During the 1876-77 drought, Which lasted for seventeen

months and Was only equalled by one drou{:;ht known before, i.E:.

the one in 1829, it was proved that the division has a "very

permanent pa a turag e , unequalled in the Colony~Z)lIbecause it was

sUfff.;ring as much from luck of ra i n as any other, and yet the

stock losses were not as big as elseWhere. However, droughts'

(I) U.G. 49- '23 pp. 140 and 143.
(2) C.C.Report 1877.
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were continuully takine; heavy tolla; and in 1912, 1919 and 1922

very he av y losses were sustained. The smallstock losses

in Albert in 1919 amounted to between 14 and 20 per' cent (11 A

few farmers had their farlllfl fenced in by vermin-proof at the

time. Their ahe e p wen: thus not driven about by shepherds.

It was seen that these people hardly Buffered any drought losses

a;t all, although they were stocking more heavily than their

neighbours. During the 1922 drought th1ll Was again proved.

F"rmErs now realised the necessity of leaving their stock'

to live carefree, and vermin-proof fencing was e t ar ted on a large

scale. By far the majority of farms arc re nccd in at prE-sent,

and with the exception of one Divisional Council Ward in the
•

Burghersdorp district, thc Vermin-Proof Fencing Act is

proclaimed to apply to the district. The 1926-'27 dro~ht

also showed that wne r e of two neighbouring farms, the one had

Lie furm fenc ed and paddocked and the other st ill used shepherds,
" '

the former suffered practically no losses v.hercas the latter

had to pay heavy drought tolls. Incidentally, people could not

let thLir sheep graze unherded and go unkraaled at night if

their farms Vier e not fenced in, in such a way as to keep vermin out;

for although this past ros been reduced considerably through

operations of Jackul Clubs in the past, jackuls still are

preeent, and the only way to deal with them effectively is to

get them ins ide a camp from where they aiannot e s cape , Then

(I) U.G. 49-'23.
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" '

trace them and kill them all aU.

Some people hold that vermin-proof fencing does

not P'ly, because of the large capital expenditure involved.

It 113, however, a very sound economic investment. The

distance round a fall'm of 1000 mcngen , which is about the

average farm in the dLs t rict at present, is roughly 11,000

yards. Each farmer fences only hulf of this, and the expcn ae e

for a very good fenee are about £50 per 1000 yards. It thus

costs the farlJl)r ab ou t £275 for this fence. For paddocking

he needs only sheep-proof fencing and we can estimate this

at £225 at the u t most. His t o t a 1 expenditure is thus about

£500••

The direct aavantages derived from this are very

greut 1.(1)

(1) Shej)herds are no longer needed; and each shepherd cost

the farme~£3 per month.

(2) The farmer can inCrf.8Se his at ock by at least 10% in

number, because the farm ia no 10ne;f.r tramped out as a result

of herding.

(3) Each sheep yields about 20% mor~ wool in weight. It was

shown that the sume flock of shee)) yielded llt lbs. average

wool when they were not kraalo;d, and the previous yeur,

when they were kraaled, only 9 lbs.

(4) The quality of wool, and therefore also the price, is

improved by at least 20%. because the wool 113 cleaner and mo re

trace them and kill them all off. 

Some people hold that vermin-proof fencing does 
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when they were kraaled. only 9 loa. 
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improved by at least 20%. because the wool is cleaner and !lIoI'e 



oily now.

(5) The sheep are in a llUlljh b e t uer condition for the market

because they live a free life. Lambs mature much sooner

and much bttter.

(6) Losses during the lambing season are greatly reduced.

Ewes are no more indifferent to their lambs and have much

more milk than when they were driven about.

(7) Shepherding meant tramping, which resulted in soil erosion.

This is now stopped.

(8) The sheep are much more healthy and less liable to

pick up stock diseli.sts."

It is thus eltar that great advantages are derived

from vermin-proof fencing apart from the reduction of drought-

losses.

The economy of labour which r e au Lt ed from this type

of fencing is very g r eat , However, the blue fly pe st ha sat
" '

pr e s ent become arch a serious problem, that the advantaGes

ure count e.rac t ed by it to a great extent. The Farmer has

,to keep aln:ost as lWny labourers as before fencing, as be has

to get nc&rly all his sheep treated for this pest at Lea e t

twice weekly during the rain season. For every cause" of stock

losses known in the urea an effective remedy has been found;

but this new pest oli.nnot be avoided. The ~lueflies spread

very rapidly, and it is evident tha t if the farmers do not

c o-so pera t e , they w 111 never succeed in ext er minat ine:; the

plague. \7hat is needed is an Act of Parliament, as happened

oily now. 
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in the c~se of ecub, 'forcing the co-oper~tion. Every farmer

Dhould be forced to have an effective prescribed cement trap

for a t lec.st every 200 morsen, alwuys, in working order and

provided with a bait and locust poison. This cement tra~ method

has recently pr oved meat effective wh\';re it was applied, and

should eliminate the whole plague in u ff;;w yE;ars', time. (I)

Although arable farming ~s never been more than a

s econdar y industry, the Director of Census in one of the

agricultural Census Reports, as a result of the comparatively

grLat production of crops, regards this division on the North­

East of the dry ~arroo, as "an oasis in a desert," and Albert is

defir-itely regarded as one of the main wheat-producing

ar ea e in the Union by the Depar tments of Census and of

agriculture. During the year 1925-'26~lbert .produced 58,906

of wheat. !he only districts in the Cape Province with a higher

production were Bredasdorp, Cale,don, Calvinia, Malmesbury,,

Piquetberg and 5Wellendam. It should be n o t ed that production

in ~~bert was 9.93 bags per morgen, and the highest production

per morgen of the above-mentioned districts was 8 mUids,-in

Bredasdorp. .All others except Caledc,n (7.33) and Malmesbury

(5.57) averaged less than 5 bags per morgen. Only nine districts

in thf;; cape Province hUd a higher production per morgen than

,Albert; and all of them are only srmll producers of Wheat,

the highest being Gordonia with 25,128 muId a , (~)

Mr. L.J. Steytler M.L.A. W Table pg. XVII
(5) Jlgrl. Census Report 1925-26.
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in the c~se of scab, forcing the co-operation. Every farmer

should be forced to have an eff,ctive prescribed cement trap

for at leust every 200 morben, always in working order and

provided with a bait and locust poison. Thia cement tra~ metnod

has recently proved moat effective where it wa a applied, and

should eliminCltE:. the whole plague in a few years' time.")

Although arable farming ~s never been more than a

secondary indulltry, the Director of Ceneus in one of the

agricultural Census Reports, as a result of the com1Jaratively
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(5.07) av exag ed less than 5 bags per morgen. Only nine districts

in th~ Gape Province had a higher production per morgen than

Albert; and all of them are only arwll producers of Wheat;

the highefJt being Gordonia with 25,128 mu dd e , (5)

(l) Mr. L.J. Steytler M.L.A. W Table pg. XVII
(ll) Jlgrl. Census Revort 1925-26.
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in the case of scab,forcing the co-oper~tion•• Every farmer

should be forced to huve an effective prescribed cement trap

for at lec.stevery 200 mor",en, ahluys in working order and

provided with a bait and locust poison. This cement trap me~cd

has recently proved mast effective where it was applied, and

should eliminate the whole plague in a few year a ' time.")

Althoueh arable farming has never been more than a

secondary indue try , the Directo;r of Ceneus in one of the

~gricultural Census Reports, as a result of the comvaratively

grt a t production of crops, regards this divis ion on the North-.

East of the dry lI.ar r oo , as "an oae i e in a desert ," .and Albert is

defir.itely regarded as one of the main wheat-producing

ar ca a in the Un ion by the Depar tment s of Cen sus and of .W . .' ..
Agriculture. During the year 1925-'26 Albert J:lroduced 58,906 muids

of wheat. The only districts in the Cape Province With a higher

production were Bredasdorp, Caledon, Calvinia, Malmesbury,
f .- ". .

Piquetberg and SWellendam. It should be noted that production

in A1bert was.9.93 bags per morgen, and the highest production

per morgen of the above-mentioned districts was 8 muids.;,:-in

Eredasdorp. All others except Caledvn (7.33) and Malmesbury

(5.07) averaged less tl'Jan 5 bags per morgen. Only nine districts

in the Cape Province had a higher production per morgen than

Albert; and all of them are only small producers of Wheat;

the highefJt being Gordonia with 25,128 muids. (5)

(l) Mr. L.J. steytler M.L.A. W Table pg. XVII
(:5) Agrl. Census Report 1925-26.
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Albert thus ranks'high as'awheut producins centre

in the Gape l'rovince. which is the main whea t~produc iog' .«,

Provinoe in the Union. Yet only 6323 morgen.' which is less

than 1 ];ler cent of the size of Albert. and of which 391 morg~n

were fed off by stock. were put under wheat during 1925 -126.

Thus. although the soil is very fertile. wheat farming plaYil only

a small part in the' district IS activi ty. We also find thll.t

Barley. Rye,· Oats and lucerne are produced in the dllltriot.(I)

These industries failed to replace pastoral farming

because their production ill very irregulur as it depends' on the

rainfall. Irriga,tion is essential for reaping most of the

grain Of, this kind I and in bad years the craps have failed

immen e ely. In 1920 the producti on of whe'i twas 6.95 muid e per

moreen~~ Most of the irrigation is done by rainwater stored in

dams. If the rain fails the farmers. they cannot irrigate; and

very or t en , ev en if there is so'cie rainflilll. it often h!lrdly

supplied enough water to keep the fruit trees and vegetables,'

which invariably get preferenoe of the water because of their
•

direct table value. alive. PeriodiostreaDls. whibh oonsist

or the spruits flOWing down to the (lange River. are most

reliable in their water supply b ecaus e only a little rain in

the mountains re eut t e in flood-wuters running down the sprui ts.

Before the .Anglo-Boer War' a tew dams were construoted in these

spruits for irrigation Fur~ose~. and so wuter of this kind was

Table pg. XVII Agrl. Census report 1925-'86

Albert thus ranks' high ae a wheat producinl!i centre 

in the cape .Province. which :l.a the main whea t~:produc ieg "'. 

Province in the Union. Yet only 6323 morgen. which ie lese 

than 1 :pt:r cent of the size of. Albert. and of which Z,91 morgen 

were fed off by s tack, were put under wheat during 1925 -126. 

Thus, although the soil is very fertile, wheat farming plaYb only 

a emall part in the' district's activi ty. We also find thut 

Barley, Rye,·Oate and lucerne are produced 1n the difltr1ct. b) 

These industries failed to replace pastoral farming 

beoc.uat; their production 1Ie very irregular a.e it depends on the 

rainfall.· Irriga.t1on is eBsential for reaping moat of the 

gratn of', th1a kind I and in bad years the crops have failed 

il!lllleneely. In 1920 the production of wheat was 0.95 muide :per 

morgenl~ Most of the irrigation ie done by rainwater stored 1n 

dams. If the rain fails the farmers, they cannot irrigate; and 

very otten, even if there ia aome rainfull. it often h!.lrdly 

supplied enough water tc keep the fruit trees and vegetables, 

which invariably get preference of the water because of their 
• 

direct table value, alive. Periodic streams, whibh oonsist 

01' the epru1ts flowing down tc the O:ange River, are most 

reliable in their water eupply because only Ii. little rain in 

the mountaine rE.sults in flood-wutere running down the Bpru1 tao 

Before the Anglo-Boer War' a few dame were constructed in these 

spru1ta for ll'rigation ,Purl'oselJ, and 60 wutl;:r of this kind was 

Table pg. XVII Agrl. Census report 1925-'~6 



.
also stored. There had sinoe been a very great development

. . ., .,

in these dams during the Ostrich-feather boom since about 1890 to

1914; and by 1914 one of these spruita had 14 such dams in it.

The irrie;at1on·waa done mainly for ostriches. and lucerne was

the main product. Some of these dams were used to irrigate

no leas than 100 morgen of land. When the ostrich-feather slump

came lllUny cat ri ch fa rme r e we re pr<.tcti cally ruined. The

farmers lett most of these lands fallow. while Borne of them vlere

us ed for meat. for several y€:a 1'13. People had to have l' eliable

water for ostrich-farming. as these birds had to be kept on

lands for the major part of the year. Thus we find t ha t cnly

r'a r me r a Who bad spruit-water or constantly-flowing streams

like good rcun t at ne and the Orange River available for

irrigation. went in for ostrich fi.il'ming. Strangely enough.

the moat relil:lble water:-supply. that of the Orange River. is

used to a very small extent. only a few farmer's availed

themselves of machines to pump the water out of the river. and

t he ae few have larDe parts of their .falnlls under irrigation.

But hardly 5 per cent of the irrigable lands on the banks of

the River ",re irrigate{i. Farms with hundreds of morgen of

irrii:,able land have no scheme at all. and all the lands are

used for pasture. Strangely enough. these farms mich are

the most valu<.to Le , ar e valulR-.ed lower per morgen than land s

situ!ltedfurther :from the rive:r. by the Divisional Council.

, 
alao atored. There had since been a very gre«t develollment 

in these dame during the Ostrich-feather boom since about 1890 to 

1914; and by 1914 one of these IlPru1ts had 14 such dams in it. 

The irrif;ationwae done mainly for ostriches. and lucel'ne was 

the main produot. Some of thefle dams were used to irrigate 

no lesa than 100 morgen of land. When the ostrich-feather slump 

came llll"ny ost r1 ch fal'mers we re pructically ruined. The 

farmers left most of these lands fallow. while aome of them vlere 

ua ed for v.!heat, for seveI'lJ.l yea I'll. People had to have I' e11able 

wOlter for Ollt r1 ch-farming. as these birds had to be kept on 

lands for the major part of the year. Thus we find the. t only 

l'iumera who had apruit-wattr or constantly-flowing streams 

like good foun tl:l1ns and the Orange R1ver availedlle for 

irr1gation, went in for ostrich fc.rming. strangely enough, 

the mOllt l'eli;;,ble wattr-supply. thut of the Orange RiVer, is 

used to a very small extent. Only a few farmer's availed 

themselves of machines to pump the watl':l' out of the riVer, and 

theae few have lares parts of their .faltlllll under irrigation. 

But hardly 5 per cent of the irrigable lands on the banka of 

the River ",re irrigate{i. Farms with hundreds of morgen of 

irritable land have no scheme "t ,,11, and all the lunds are 

used for pasture. strungely enough, these farms Vihich are 

thc most valuub le. ar e valuiA-ed lower per morgen than l&nd a 

situated .further from the rive:r. by the Divisional Council. 



The valuat ion IllUst have been done on the baais of farms a a

paatoral lam a; anc as the farms on the 'tanka of the Orange

River havellateek~raa,tt a kind of gr'a ea , the seed of which forces

its~lf right into the wool and body of Merino sne ep and eo

damages both the mutton and the wool, among the pasturagejthey

are; taken to be worth less than other farms. ln~id€ntally, it
. '

has been proved that if herding and driv1r.;g of sheep were

eliminated by erection of vermin-proof fences, this grasB no

longer acts very oormfully; as sheelJ are no Lo ng e r forced

t h rough this gruBS in great herds and at a cons iderE>bl€ pace.

In 1904~I)out 'of a total of :3678 morgen, only 768 vnr£; irrigated

by constantly-flowing stre.:ams; and the pee 1t1 oh ha a not iuwrove.:d

v<:.ry much e mc e- The; r eaaone why people did not extend

irr iga ti on on the Orange River ba nk s a re(l) that most of those

farms seem to be held by the most cons~rvative farmers in the

divis ion, and the capital outlay 'in tIli.ich1nery as well as labour
, .

costa seem to be too complicated for them. They do not feel

just ified in making the expenditure(2) Irr iglati on expend I tur e

for gru1n is high and not always justified where- People are

marc dependent on a good rainfall for the success of their wheat

cr cps , and the pe opfc who have a constant water supply think

that the same -thi~ applies to' them. To re ap u muid of wheat
. (2)

coats about 12/-; i.e. 2/- for the l3 een , 2/6 for cutting and

(I) C.S.R.1904. (2) Calculated af'te;r inveatigation.

The tion must have been done on e is of ae 

6torl;l.1 tJi a; ano. as the ma on the nks of the e 

River haveusteektJrae,tt a kind of grass, the aeed of wh ces 

itse.lf right into the wool and body of Merino ep and so 

damages both the mutton <lnd the wool, among the p<letuI'!:agejthey 

arE;; taken to be worth less than other farms. In~identally, it 
, ' 

has been proved th!.tt if herding and drivir-e of sheep were 

eliminated by erection of vermin-proof fenoes, this grass no 

10 er acts v ly; ae ep are no nger forced 

through this gruBS in gre",t herds and at a cona ider&.b pace .. 

In 1904 ~I) out of a to of 3678 morgen, on 768 Vlt.I't:; i t 

by cona tly ow S f.;IlWS; and t poa 1ti a n inwrovt:;d 

ve much sinoe. TlH. reaSons why people did not extend 

in iga t1 on on Orange River banks a. reel) that moat of' those 

farms seem to be held by the most cons~rvative fal'were in the 

div:ie ion, and the capital outlay 'in maohinery as well ae labour 

coste seew to be too complicated for them. They do not feel 

justified in making the ~enditure(2) Irrigution exp~nditure 

for gruin is high .. nd not always jua 1ed where' people are 

wore d entonago ra in 11 the success of the wheat 

crope, and the pec who a cons t water supply think 

that the Bawethil':lg plies to' them. To reu.pa wuid of wheat 
(2) 

coats ... bout 12/-. i.e. 2/- for thE: EI eed, 2/6 for cutting and 

(I) c .. .1904. (2) Calculat afte;r inveat t10n .. 
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binding 100 bundlee,2/- for tl'll'eehing, and the rest for

ca.lli tal inve e t ed in the land and the supply of wat€.l' and

the labour used for irrigation. The selling-price 1s about

.25/- on the average, and then transport-coat a are not

inolud ed in c os t a of pr ouuct ion. It is evident too t mere

auccess ia unreltable, irrigation does not puy if it is

done for reaping grain. The production of other kinds of grain

involves the same expEnditure as that of whe&.t; but they are

cheaper p~r muid than.wheat, so that wheat pays. best. The

following 1s a wheat survey 1n Albert by the Department of

Census. taken in 1923. (I)

(I) WHE...l' SURVEY IN ALBERT, 1923
~ .

'1l o (7J lU o lU 'd I ::i
·C+" II) 'M P, • elD .....

~ lj)~+1 1-10·.... 0 1-1 +" 0 0 '1lfjl-l 'r-l+->o;a lUm
~ ..... '1l ':11 1-1 C tlO+I +I +I!lIl .... (1! +'cd<UJ.i'; bD •.... 19:: I-I~O (7J s::= :u c 1-1 (7J ~ ,Ij .... +oJ ., c .... ~ tul~ (is +I J.i a.... lj) ..... .... 0""1\) (lJ .J ......... II) Cil:l1I-1 lj) 0·.... J.i Xl (LI 1-1<1t'-'(I) Cl!,o .... r-I ,1S J.i il' ~ O'H'dg~ +' lU '"

() ....... t1l v a> 0. '1l+I Xl·... +'Cr-Ir-I .... <1tO!J: 1-1 il: o~ 1-1 r-I "" tl
.~~ 'HO'H "0 O~::3al O'H~ 1U'H1:l1-I E-tll; <JJ 'H ;j 1-1 .~

E-t E-l (J E-l IlO ~O''''bD' ~ 0 0 ~ .....

Morgen· More;en Morgen
626 13304 274 43.77' 3822 28.7 13.95

..~vl;rage total
Yield (Muids perTotal y1tld yield 1918- .ii.verl;tge 000 rge n

1q~~ H19~

Muide Uuids 1923 1922 1921 1920 1918 1918- 1923

7645 29505 2.0 8.26 6.35 0'-95 Cd.05 6.22



Classification of Farms according to Area in Morgen under

Wheat, 1923
., > ~ :.

1 to 5 6 to 11 to 21 to 31 to 51 to 76 to 101 ani
10 20 30 . 50 75 100 over

umber of far~ 121 47 56 20 19 3 7 1
<.

This shows tha t the average production for five years is

only 6.2 muids per morgen, and at least two yE.ars were hopeless

failures. It should be remembered t1':l.<.t' this table includes

thE. reliable Orange-River and fountain lands aleo, so that under

unrt:liable dams the J,iosition ba e been worse.

There is a COlDparutively large turnover of farms in

the di~trict~l)an'd as 'a result uany farms are possessed by

by newcomers to the district. This is a very healthy sign, as

the more co mpet e nt persons thus replace the less co ape t e.n t ,

Almost invariably these newcom,ers are comparatively

p r ogr e ssiv e , What is, htm ever", unnea; thy is thi:.lt the farms on

the banks of the Orange River are more tied up than those in the

r c e t of the division; in fact, hardly any of them eVl:r com: into'

the murket. Jl, few progI'e ssive men nevertheless sue ceeded in

buying farms on the banks of the Orange River, and they 1':I.<.ve

proved how profitably irr:lgati on can be carried on there. There

are a few of these farms with practically half their size irrigated

mostly ~oducing fodder for stock, and. lucerne bas proved tobe

(I) See table pg. XXY



the, bee t crop for ,thi e .puzp cae ; It, ie held t1:l.&.t on luo erne

25 sheep, per morgen are "the :minimum t ha t can be "kept in very
(,) ,

good oondition right, through ,the year., , Yet we find, that when

the ca t 1'i oh-f~a ther 81ump came peo ple left even their more,

reliable landa falloW or reverted to wheat. Under wheat a

mcrg en of land on the averageoannot give a net return of more

than £2 (~er annum. Under luoel'ne the carry ing capaoi tyof the
(I)

soil 16 mo rea eed by at least 24 ahe ep ipe r morgen over and

above the "urely pastoral car:¢nt; capacity. which means about

£25 net returns per annUlll.,US a sheep's return is about 25/- p.a.;

whioh is £31.5. for 25 sheep. Interest on oapital invested and

expe nd i-tu.r e fox' intensive farming ca nnot be mare th<ln,£5,p.a.,

per morgen. Then take £1.5.0 as the return of the one morgen

under pustoral ccne rt t one , The net gain ofirrie;ution for sheep

is tner e r or e £25 per ,mort;en. .And this is ea Lcu Lat ed on the,

blasis of a good quality of flocksheep only;whenas if the
, '

ftlrln':r breeds stud sheep his ,returns, are much g r eat er , Intensive

fu rminr; l' or sto ck thus can inc rea se .the oarry ing ca pa c ity of

the soil to a very great extent. The only reason why people

did not utilise lucerne lands for stock is that they did not,

r ca l Lae the value of this. Irrigation should be extended. and

more luoerne should be sown for fodder. It ia a good sign that

(i) See table' on previous page. (I) Farmers show carry ing aapac f t y
of 25 to 50 sheep on a
worgt.n of lucerne.

" .'

the. bee t orop for .thi s . purp oae 0, It, is held that on luo erne 

26 aheell. per morgen ure .,the :minillluril th",t can be.kept in very 
(I) . 

good oondition right. through the year., , Yet we find, thl;.t when 

the os t ri ch-fea ther III Ulllp oame p!;o pIe Ie l' t ,;;ven t heir more, 

reliable lands falloW or reverted to wheat. Under wheat a 

mOl"gen of land on the average .cannot give a net return of lUore 

than £2 (~er annum. Under luoel'ne the oarry ing capaoi ty of the 
(I) 

soil iB 1ncrea~ed by at leuet 24 eheepptr morgen over and 

above the ",urely pustoral carl;y.ine; capaoity, which .means about 

£25 net returns per annum. as a sheep's return ie about 25/- p.a.; 

Which ie £31.5. for 25 sheep. lntere~t on oapital invested and 

expend1,tu.re fOI' intensive :Eb-rm1ne; cb-nnot be more thOlu .£5p.a., 

pt,;r morgen. Then take .£1.5.0 as the return of the one morgen 

under pastoral conditions. The net gain ofirrit;ation :for sheep 

is thert..fore £25 per .morUen. And th1!l is calculated on the. 

olallis of a good quality of flockaheep only; .wher~as if the 
, ' 

furm::r breede e tud sheep hie .returna. are much gre",'ter. Intensive 

flHmint; for ato ck thus CiaO inorease the carrying capac ity of 

the soil to a v",ry gr",at extent. The on~ rEason why people 

did not utilise lucE;rne lands for stock is that they did not 

realise the value of this. Irrigation should be extended, and 

more lucerne ahould be sown for fodder. It is a good sign thGlt 

(i) See table on previous page. (I) Farmers show carry ing capacity 
.of 25 to 50 sheep on a 
lllorB!:.n of lucerne. 
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some farmers r~al1sed the immense gains in this proposition and
t

<Ire extending their irrigation for thill purpose. Every !<lrm

should have some lucerne lands, and can have them, because.. ~'.

all have windmills; and these If\lpply a a reliable wat~r as the

Orange River. More windmills should also be erected for

purposes of irrigation for stock fodder.

Irrigation with syruit water is also reliable enough

for luoerne; and there are farms with more than 100 morgen

under lucl:irne under one of the ee spruit schemes. The atcrag e

dams, however, are too unreliable for lucerne, "'6 "this crop

needs wat e r regUlarly. But during the 8\.tmmer Rainfall Season

t he ae dams get enough wu t er to irrigate several morgen on each

farm during the IVint",r months. If, however, the rainfall fails

the farmers during the October-December rainfall season, their

whe a t crops ar e a failure. .(mlt'1his· happens very often. It

has been n<;>t iced on many 'occas'ions thut a farmer had several

morgen under whe a t , flourishing in September and failing in

December. At the same time hie Winter lamb crop has b een a

failure because of the drought, and While he expects a few

mui.ca of whe u t at the end of the yeur, his sheep are in Ii very

poor condi Hon. He would however not allow his sheep on the

lands. Other farmers under the a ame conditions, however, >Jut

their sheep on the lands. T
(I).

hey keep up to an average of 30 ewes

wi th lambs on a morgen of whe.. t during the three months of the

(I) Calcul.. ted from Farmers' evidence.

; '4 ; 

aome farmer a r ",a 1 bed the illllllenll e ga ins in th is PI' op os i ti on and 

are extending their irrigation for this purpose. Every !lirm 

should have aome lucerne lands, and can have them, because 
.. ~ .. 

all have windmills; and th",se wpply "19 reli .. ble watt::r as the 

Orange River. .More windmills should alac bE: erected for 

pur~06es of irrigation for stook fodder. 

Irrigation with sJ:lruit water is alllO reliable enough 

for luaerne; and th~re are farms with more than 100 morgen 

under lUoerne under one Of these spru1t Bchemes. The storage 

dams, however. are too unreliable for lucerne, ",8 "this crop 

needs w",ter regularly. But during the lilumrller llainfall Season 

thelll: dams get enough Wilier to irrigate several morgen on e .. ch 

fi;lrm during the Wint.;;r montha. 1ft how.;;vcr, the rainfall fails 

the farm~ra during the October-December rainfall eeason. their 

wheut cropa a.r e a failure. ~ihia· happens very often. It 

hOle been n9t iced on manyoccaa'10na that a farmer had several 

morgen under whe .. t. flourishing in September and failing in 

December. At the same time hie W1nt.;;r lamb crop hue been a 

failure because of the drought, and while he expects a few 

muide of wheut at the end of the year, his sheep ",re in Ii very 

poor condi Hon. He would however not allow his sheep on the 

lands. Other farmers under thE: SOlIDe conditions. however, put 

their sheep on the lands. '" (I). 
~hey keep up to an average of 30 ewes 

wi th lambs on a morgen of whe",t during the three months of the 

(,) Calculated from Farmers' evidenoe. 



lambing season, rEar hundreds of lambs on their lands where

their neighbours' crop failed, have their sheep in a good

oondition when clip-time arrives, and cona equen t Iy produoe

abetter quality of wool. If enough rain falls during
..

SeptembEr and early in October they take the sheep off the

lands and still reap their wheat, as the neighbour does. If
..

it does not rain, they save their lambs ani sheep, while the

neighbour loses everything he invested in the whe",t. It is a

good sign that farmers are making more and zor e use, of lands

for fodder, and are sowing for their stock. The process

should be extended to a very great extent. Too many farmers

do not want to put any e to ok on the lands and rather lose

hundreds of sheep than 50 bags of Wheat, just because the

wheat is sold in a single lot and so brings a direct return in

a ltlmp sum, while the return through the sheep cc na e more

ind i!'ectly. The policy of eVEry farmer should be to sow for his

stock; ani every ewe should be put on wheat, barley or oat lands
....

for some weeks at least with her lamb, if lucerne is not

available. That at least ensures that the lamb is saved. It

enough lands are available the ewes should be kept on them

right through the WintEr months. If it rains in September the

farmer can make use of the opr,ortunity to take his sheep off the

lands and rEap the grain; but the primury object for sowing

should never be for grain but for fbdder. In this way the

oarrying capacity of the soil can be very much Lncr ea eed ;

ll;l.lllbing season, rEar hundreds of lambs on their lands where 

their neighbours' crop failed, ~ve their sheep in a good 

oondition when olip-time arrives. and conseqUently produoe 

abetter quality 01' wool. If enough rain falls during 

SeptembE.r and early in Octob"r they take the sheep off the 

lands and still reap their wheat. GIS the neighbour does. If 

it doee not rain, they save their lambs ani sheep, while the 

neighbour loses everything he invested in the whe"t. It is a 

good sign that farmers are making more and llI:lrs use, of lands 

for fodder. and are sowing for their stoak. The prooess 

should be fi:xtended to a very great fi:xtent. Too many farmers 

do not want to put ,my s to ck on the lands and rather lose 

hundreds of sheep than 50 bags of wheat. just because the 

wheat is sold in a single lot and so bringe a direct return in 

a ltlmp sum, while the return through the sheep comes mere 

ind ir'ectly. The pol1cy of evtry, f",rmer ehould be to sow for his 

stock; and every ewe should be put on wheat, barley or oat lands 

for Borne weeks at least with h€.r lamb, if lucerne is not 

available. That at least ensures that the lamb is saved. It 

enough lands are available the ewes should be kept on them 

right through the W1nttr months> If it rains in September the 

farmer can make use of the oPI,ortunity to take his sheep off the 

lands and rE:all thfi: grainj but the primury object for sowing 

should never be for grain but for fbdder. In this way the 

carrying capacity of the soil can be very much increased. 
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Prov ided the V1int e r is not to 0 severe and frost
, .

tht:refore does not destroy the vegetllbles, the district is anply

supplied wfth the ~e, especiall.y during the Bunme r months.

Vegetables of all kinds are g r own 'i~ ~he di~trict ,(~uta~ an

eoonomic proposition it is a failure. There is no market locally,

and prices ar e 'vcry low, be caua e the plots in the fillages

nearly ,,11 ha ve their own Windmills and so their owners
, .

who reside in the villages supply t hems eLvea with vegetables.

Production of these crops is thus ca r rLe d out mainly for home

use, and so much value is attached to the production of

vegetables thut' they g e t pr er erenc e of wuter over everything,

except·fruit trees, wht:re and when water is scarce •

.Frui t la-is also produced t~ a grea1<iextent than is

needed in the district, pr ovfd ed the frost does not destroy

them. This applies to trees bearing in sUllllller. As a result

there is no payable aarket fo/'fruit in ncr ua L years, and p eo p Ie

thus dry or can the surplus produotion for use dUI'ing the

Wint er menthe •.

.l:'eople 'm.ve not as yet troubled to sell their aurp Lus

fruit and vegetables in other districts where be t t er na rke t a

are available because produotion very often i~ a failure as a

result of 'frost" In audit ion, insects are a real pe st in fruit

and lOVier their qUality very much. :J.hese tna e e t s olin be

destroyed by poison whioh is harmless to the quality of the fruit;

(,) Table pg. XVII Agr. Census Repor t a 1918-27 for det~il6.
(7,) Table pg. XIX. '
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Prov ided the Vlint er is not to 0 severe and frost 

tht;refore doee not destroy the vegetables, the district 16 snply 
" " 

supplied with the ~e. especial:Ly during the SUlI1!ller montha. 

"Vq;etables of all kinds /j,re grovm 'i~ ~he di~trict ,(~uta~ an 

economio proposition it is a failure. There is no market locally, 

and prices ur<:J 'v~i:y low, beCause the plots in the fillagts 

nearly ",11 hAve their own windmills and so their cnlU<:ra 

who reside in the villugea supply themselves with vegetab les. 

Production of these crops is thus carz'ied out mainly for home 

use, und so much value is attached to the production of 

vegetables thOlt" they gd preferenoe of wuter over everything, 

e)~cej,Jt'fruit trees, where and when WOlter iu sc"roe. 

·ll'ruit 13-is also .produoed to a grci;i1£r'extent than is 

needed in the district, provided the frost does not destroy 

them. This applies to trecs bear ing in 6Ull1!lllSr. As a result 

there is no p"yable llliI'ket fO/" fruit in norL'l>l years, and peollle 

thus dry or can the eurplus prodUction for uee during the 

Wint er mon the •. 

J:'eoj,lle }Ji.lVe not as yet troubled to sell their surpluEI 

fruit and vegetables in oth"r districts where better lIBI'kets 

are available because· produotion very often is a failure as a 

result of ·froat,' In audit ion. inseots are" real pe st in frui t 

and lOVler their quality very much. :.Lh<;;se insects c<ln be 

destroyed by poison Which is harmless to the quality of the fruit; 

(I) Table pg. XVII Agr. Census Heporta 1918~27 for details. 
(%,) Table pg. XIX. " 



Albert.
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y~t it is not applied. lbe soil is very fertile for the

production of the se commodities,' and: a very profitable trade

can be developed in them, provided(~ the farmers systematically

destroy'these inrscts, and(2~ an insuranoe scheme against froat

damages is instituted. Inseots in the fruit more often cause

the failure of crops than frost, so that the risk for the

insuranoe company will not be too great if· the inseots are

destroyed, and at the same time the farmer is oovered.

Jl'ertl1hers have also been used for irrigation in
(I) _ -

In 1925 eight tons artificial fertilizers, and 2986 tone

kraal ~nure were 'used, while 52 morgen of green manure were

ploughed iri. 'lbe results of this use are not known, however.

Kraal ~nure have been ready at hand in the past, no maIket

for these was available, and so the best' thing for the farmer

was to use it on his own landll. 1l'ert1lizing lilways increases

production; but it -is doubtful mether it would pay to use

artificial fertilizers for lands where crops might fail. It

seeme thus that these were either used on reli~ble land or else

'as experiments. Kraal manure is no longer available, as sheep

are not kraaled any more. lbe best way on the whole,therefore,

seems just to plough in green manure. Artificial manure must

first be experimented with until definite results are known

before the se are applied, and then the application should only

be on lands Which are regularly supplied with water.

t.l Jlgr. Census rep or t 1925.

ytlt it is not applied. 'l'he eoil is very fertile· for the 

production of these commodities,· and a very profitable trade 

oan be developed in them, provided(~ the farmers systematioally 

deatroy·these inr-soh, and(2~ an insurance soheme against froet 

damages is instituted. Inseota in the fruit more often oause 

the fai lure of orope than frost, so· that the risk for the 

insura.noe oompany will not be too great if'the inseota are 

destroyed. and at the same time the farmer is oovered. 

ll'ert1lizers have also been used for irrigation in 

Albert. 
(j) 

In 1925 eight to'ne artifioial fertilizers. and 29815 tons 

kraal l!l<lnure were used. while 52 morgen of green manure were 

ploughed in. 'l'he results of this use are not known, however. 

Kraal 1JbInure have been ready at hand in the past, no market 

for these waa available, and 110 the beat· thing for the farmer 

was to use 1 t on hiB own land!!. 1l'ert1l1z1ng 'always increases 

produotionl but it -1s doubtful whether it would pay to use 

artificial fertilizers for Landa where orops might fail. It 

seems thus that these were either used on reli~ble land or elae 

as experiments. Kraal manure is no longer available, as sheep 

are not kraaled any more. 'l'he best way on the whole. therefore, 

seems just to plough in green manure. Artifioial manuremus't 

first be experimented with until definite results are known 

before the se are applied, and then the application e1iould only 

be on lands Which are regularly supplied with water. 

til Agr. Census report 1925. 



Horse-farmin£l)was always 'profitable,' althoUgh ,

it cannot be said whether horses, sheep or cattle were the moat,

profitable. 'During the Anglo-Boer War all horses were either

commandeered or killed. Consequently the' price of ho r ae a

rose very much. MeanWhile, since 18?0, effeotive remediall

were invented forhorse';sickness. .t1orses Were rapidly

introduced 'into the d1visi on after the .,far, and always realised

go ad pr ioes unt 11 during the Great War a utomoblle a atarted to.

compete With them. At present practically every farmer 'has

his own motor-oar and horses are valueless. The only kind of

horse whioh e till realises a reasonably good price is the.
aadd le -hor ae. .lior ae a

The cattle

have thus' been very muoh reduoed in number.
(I)

industry has been more stable than the

horse-industry b ecaua e beef' bad always been ne eded i Ln the larger

towns, and, except for the great reduction in number during the

"rinderpest'" of l89?, a disease whioh was ultimately overcome

by effective segregation of infeoted stock and burial of

those Which died, their number Was never'reduced'to any

oonsiderable extent. ''che main type of cat t le is the "Afr icander."

This cattle is good for trek-oxen and beef quality, but lacks

weight and milk. After the wRinderpest M and Anglo-~oer War

decreases some people started to introduoe ill1portedcattle and

so the quality of stock was in some instances improved • .But

(I). See tables pp , X-XII

Horse-farm1n£I)WGls always 'profitable,' althoUgh 

it cannot be aaidwhether horaee, sheep or cattle were the moet 

profitable. 'During the Anglo-Boer War all horees were either 

cOllllllandeered or killed. Consequently the price of horses 

roee very much. Meanwhile, since 1870. eI'feotive remediaa 

w.:;re invented forhorae';aioknesa. l10rees were rapidly 

introduced into the divis10n after the liar. and always realised 

good prices until during the Great \Tar automobiles started to, 

oompete with them. At present praotically every fCirmer 'has 

h1s own motor~car and horaes are valueless. 'rhe only kind of 

horae whioh s till realises Ii reasonably good prioe ie the 
, 

aadd Ie -har se. lior SEl S 

The oattle 

have thua been very much reduoed in number. 
(I) 

industry has been more stable than the 

horae-industry becaUSe beef had alwaya been needed in the larger 

towns. and, exceptl'or the great reduction in nunmer during the 

"rinderpest'" of 1897, a disease which was ultimately overoome 

by effective segregation of infected stock and burial of 

those whioh died, their number was never 'reduced to any 

conSiderable extent. 'rhe main type of cat t le is the "Afr loander." 

This cattle ill good 1'or trek-oxen and beef quality, but lacks 

weight and milk. After the "Rind erpe sP and Anglo-,/joer War 

deoreases some people atarted to introduoe importedoattle and 

110 the quality 01' stook was in some instanoes improved. llut 

(I). See tables pp. X-XlI 



on the whol Ii peo pIe did not wan t to par t wi th thei r "Afr ieander Il'
"

to which' they at ta cried - and still attach- sentimental value.

Resultantly, most of the oattle are scrubs, described by

General Jiemp(Ys yielding less than 2% interest on the capitlll

invested in them. Farmers are making a very serious blunder to
,,-~

stick to these unremunerative kinds of s t o ck When all other

civilised people of the world are trying to produce as much as

possible. It is a definite set-baok for them in the oompetition
, .,.

with other people to make a living. ca t tie farming in the

distriot, even with the best types of oattle, does not pay

a a well a s sheep farming; and therefore t'Olrmers should make

a point of it to reduce the amount of oattle on their farms to

a minimum necee aary to supply in their own needs as trek-oxen

and milk and butter for home consumption. At the Same time their

stook should be ot the best possible quality, as this also
. f

reduces the nulliber needed.
, '

.l.t is doubtful whether cattle or any kind of livestock

supply the most economic labour for ploughing and wagon-work at

all; for it we take a team of 14 oxen, the capital invested

in them is about £70; the wagon. ubout £50; and as the oxen

a,l(preciate in value a s they become older the wagon depreciates,

so that in the end the two balanc e. 1'hen they need a t lea st

100 morgen tor graZing. !t we take the average value of land at

(I) In a speech in 1928.

on the whole people did not want to part with their "'Africanderll' 

to which" they at tached - and at 111 attaoh- Ilentimental value. 

Reaultantly, moat of the cattle are Ilcruba, described by 

General Jiemp<Ya yielding leea thlln 2% interest on the capitql 

invaated in them. ]'armera are making a very serioull blunder to 
c-~ 

stick to theae unremunerative kinds of stock When all other 

oivilised people of the world are trying to produce as muoh as 

possible. It ia a definite set-back for them in the competition 

with other people to make a living. Oa t He farming in the 

district, even with the beat types of cattle, does not pay 

CI s well a a sheep farming; and therefore farmers should meke 

a point of :I.t to reduoe the amount of oattle on their farms to 

a minimum neoessary to supply in their own needa as trek-oxen 

and milk and butter for home oonsumption. At the same time their 

stock should be ot the best possible quality, aa this also 

reduoes the nulliber needed. 

J.t is doubtful whether oattle or <my kind of livestcck: 

supply the moat eoonomio labour for ploughing and wagon-work at 

all; for if we take a team of 14 oxen, the oapital invested 

in them 1s about £70; the wagon. uboul £50; and as the OXBn 

aj(preoiate in value a s they beoome older the wagon depreciates, 

eo that in the end the two halano e. 'l'hen they need a t lea st 

100 morgen for grazing. if we take the average value of land at 

(I) In a speeoh in 1928. 



£4 per morgen, whioh is oonsiderably le aa tm.n pr e sent

sales of farms ind i c at e , this works out at about £400.

7CJ

, ,

.. '

The total capi tal invested in working with oxen is' thus over

£5011 • and in donkeys even more, as they need more land for

grazing. Lat ely ther e na a been a gr(;"t tn or eaae in the number

of donkeys used in the distriot, whioh is a grElut mistake.

They depreo iat e in value whe rea a the oxen a~reo ia tea a they beoome

older.

Farmers should remember tha t au to's do a t leas t fo~'Y'

or five t Lme e the work the ox or donkey does in the aame time,

and that the expenditure on pe trol or oil is less that

t ha t on labour for the four extra days out of eVf.ry five they,
have to work with oxen or donkeys. It seems that if theoapital

inveatment in,machinery is less than that in oxen or donkeys

it would pay to use machinery, because the depreoiation in

maohinery is more than mad a-up for by keeping sheep on the

100 morgen. as sheep r e turn a high int er es t , It should also

be remembered that aome farmers keep sever"l teams of oxen for

their work; and as ffi<;,ohines are muoh quioker farmers need not

increase the amount of machines in this way. The machines

will only be ae ve ru I times less idlE:. In addition the maohines

oan be used during times of drought while the oxen and donkeys

are useless during severe droughts. ,/\ general inorease in the

use of improved agricultural implements and ma ch fn ery had been

oonstantly goiri~ on during the past 60 years; but these

.£4 per morgen, whioh ia oonaiderably le sa tban prE; aent 

aalea of farms indicate, this works out at about .£400. 

"TU 

The total capi tal invested in working with oxen is' thus over 

£50U , and in donkeys even more, as they need more land for 

grazing. Lat ely there hOI s been a gr(;<lt increase 1n the number 

of donkeys used in the district. which is a grElat mistake. 

They depreo 1at e 1n value whe rea a the oxen a~rec ia tea s they beoome 

older. 

Farmers should remember tha t au to' a do Iii t leOla t fo_Y 

or five times the work the ox or donkey does 1n the same time, 

and that the expenditure on petrol or oil is less that 

tha t on l<lbour for the four extra days out of evt.ry five they , 
have to work with oxen or donkeys. It seems that if the capital 

investment 1nmach1nery is less than th<lt 1n oxtn or donkeys 

it would pay to use 1lll;Ichinery. because the depreCiation 1n 

ma chinery is more than mad e~uP fo I' by keeping she ep on the 

100 morgen, as sheep return a h1gh interest. It should also 

be remembered that aome farmers keep sever<ll tealllfl of oxen for 

their work; and as 1lll;Ichines are much quioker farmers need not 

increase the amount of machines 1n this way. The maohines 

will only be several times less idlE:. In addition the machines 

can be used during times of drought while the oxen and donkeys 

are useless during severe droughts. .fI. general inorease in the 

use of improved agricultural implements and rm.chinery had been 

oonstantly going on during the past 60 years; but these 
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" .

improvements, should, be extended to draught power to' a greater

extent, especially where irrigation is not only carried out

on an abnormally small scale.

1t 1s a healthy sigh to see

in number during the last few year~l

, ,

that cattle'was reduced

This process is carried

on more readily since the general adoption of vermin-proof

fencing, as land is becoming too valuable to keep the uneconomic

scrub cattle.

Another important reason why' cattle shOUld be

reduced to a minimum is that they a lways walk one behind the

other and in this way develop footpaths, whLch in turn develop

into sloots. They thus oause soil erosion direotly. Many

sloots which were

the division?).

d ev eLcped in this way can be pointed out in

.' :

(5)
ThEJ Angora goat industry developed rap id ly sinoe 1865·

to 1899; but since then was reduoed to praotioal insignificanoe

at present, be cause the prioe of mohair fell oonsiderably and

sheep farming paid much better• .tloer goats show'a continual

deorease in number also to praotioal insignificanoe at present,

becaust ,the onlyoommodity produoed from them is mutton. Goat

mutton is of inferior quality and therefore the demand and

price ~low. ' l'Aost 01' the goats in the division at preaen t are

owned by nati ve a,

(I) Table pg. X
l?l.l

(J.) Far mer 13' Evidenoe.
Tubles pp. X-XV.
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1mJ;lrovements. should, be extended to draught power to a greater 

extent, especially where irrigation is not only carried out 

on an abnormally small scale. 

It 1a a healthy 61gh to see that cattle'wae reduced 

in number during the last few year~l This process is carried 

on more readily since the general adoption of vermin-proot 

fencing, as land is becoming too valuable to keep the uneconomic 

scrub cattle. 

Another important reaeon why'cattle should be 

reduced to a minimum is that they always walk one behind the 

other and in this way develop footpaths, which 1n tUrn develop 

into sloots. 'l'hey thus cause soil erosion directly_ :Many 

sloots which were deve1oj?ed in this way can be pointed out in 

the d1v1a ion?) . 
Us) 

Th~ Angora goat industry developed rap id ly since 1865 

to 1899; but Since then was reduced to practical insignificance 

at present, because the price of mohair fell oonsiderably and 

sheep farming paid much better. lioer goats sh01l/' a cont lnual 

decrease in number also to practical insignificanoe at present, 

becau8'" ,the only cOllllllodl ty PI' educed from ,them is mut ton. Goat 

mutton is of inferior quality and therefore the demand and 

price ~low. ' lII{jst 01' the goats in the division at prl:sent are 

owned by nati \Tea. 

(I) Table pg. X 
l?l) 

(2.) Far mer II f Evidenoe. 
Tables pp. X-XV. 
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Because of the great demand for rout ton in the

mining cent r c a, African sheep always played on important

part in the district until the great rise in the price or

,wool enabled wo olled sheep to suppress them., During the

Great War they almost kept pace with 1li.erino's as far as

returns V~ re concerned, because their skins were very

valuable ~ up to 15/6 each at a time. After" the War,

however, .tne value of skins fell more than in proportion

to the value of we 01. At the same time, vermin~proof

fencing improved the q.lality and weight of ..,the wool, and

thus wool-sheep was de:t'initely estlablished as the most

profitable live stock in the division. J:Iefore the Great

War ~he average price of wool was 7d. per lb.; but since

the war the Price of wool averaged about l5d. per lb. if we

exclude the abnormally high pric e e realised dur ing the

y,ars 1918-1920.

The qua:l.ity of sheep ha s been very mich improved

since 1865, when 21' Ibs. of wool per sheep shorn was

pr oduced11) .uy 1880 several farmers had introduced a few stud

sheep, Thie process steadll;y developed and today many

farmers have aconsiderable part of their stock stud-sheep;

tspecially those who ha ve a reliable watersupply, as these

sheep are not as a rule allowed outside the stable and the

irrigated lands. At the same time the flock sheep were

improved by using better rams; ilR4 in

produo t1 on per she ep in, the Uni on wa EI

1915(Z.!the average
, ~)

6 Lbs , and in 1926-27

See P;p.JI.·J~
8"" 'lAb 1 F\ DO'.' YTTT

(2) De Kockz Economic .liis t of S.A.p.',
. '9Y?

Because of the great demand for !!IUt ton in the 

mining centI'E:s, Mri can sheep always played en important 

part in the district until the great riBe in the price of 

. wool enabled wo olled sheep to suppress them •. During the 

Greut War they almost kellt pace with liA.erino'a as far as 

returns v.e re concerned, because their skins were very 

valuable ~ up to 15/6 each at iii time. After· the War, 

however, the value of skins fell more than in propor tion 

to the value of we 01. At the same t 1me vermin-proof 

fencing improved the qlaUty and we1ghtof ."the wool, and 

thus wool-sheep was definitely established as the most 

profitable live stock in the division • .!lefore the Great 

War ~he average price of wool was 7d. llar lb.; but since 

the war the price of wool averaged "bout led. per lb. if we 

exclude the abnormally high prices realieed during the 

y~ara 1918-1920. 

The quality of Ilheep h,;uI been very mch improved 

since 1865, when 21' Ibs. of Vlool per sheep shorn was 

PI' oduced~1) .l.!y 1880 several farmers had introduced iii fli!'ll atud 

aheep. This procesa steadily developed and today many 

farmers have aconaiderable part of their stock stud-ahee:p; 

tspecially those who nave a reliable w"tereupply, as these 

sheep 011' e not ae a rule allowed outside the st!;lble and the 

irrigated lands. At the same time the flock sheep were 

improved by uaing better rams j ~ in 1915(:tlthe average 
. t3l 

production per sheep in the Union was 6 lba. and in 1926-27 

(2) De Kocks Economic liia t of .S?~1)P.· 



(11
wa a 6.5 lbe., while in Albert aheep, excluding lambe,

yielded 8 lbs. average in 1926-27, and ~.4 lblh in 1927-'28.

Thie production is too low a'nd can be grt:~tlyimproved.

:Many farmt::rs mo buve a good class of flook she'ep get

on the l;l.verage more than lot lbs. wool from their sheep.

Fully 80 pe r cent of the sheep in the district are below
, ~'"

the average etandard of an 8 Lba , yield. Condit1'one

cannot improve very mieh unti:b farmers rtlaliee that they

should be more systematic in their attempts to improve

'their sheep.
, , . . .

TheI' e mus t be unit ormi ty to' st ar t wi the

It is no use to b uy good rams from different owner a , The

rams lIIUst all be from one breeder~' If the wool yielded

Bli8 no uniformity the farmer will not realise a good

price for it. The first attempt'at improvement should

be in the length of t he we 01. At the same time farmer s

should not forget that they have to cope with droughts

and that ultitmtely the sheep reared have to be Bold for

mutton.' They therd'ore II1lst introduoe a strong,heevy sheep.

When length is attained weight should be introduced;

and again! wish to lay strese on the necessity'for uniformity

because this is eo often neglected.

In this way all farmers can in l;l. few years' time

impr ove the ir flocka so as to y ie ld a go od qual! ty

medium-thread wool havi\l]; an average weight per Bheep'a

yield of lot to 11 lbs.

(I) See table pg. XIII {~ Farmers' Evidence.

( 11 
wa a 6.5 lb a., while in Albert sheeP

I 
exolud 1 ng lambe, 

yielded 8 lba. average :!.n 1926-2'1, and ~.4 lblh in i92'1-'28. 

This produotion is to 0 low a'nd ~ n be g~lJ~ tly1mproved. 

:Many farlllera mo lllive a good clasa of flook sheep get 

on the l;I.verage more than lot lbe. wool from their sheep. 

Fully 80 per cent of the sheep in the distriot are below 
. a1' .. 

the average standard of an 8 lba. yield. GondHi'ona 

cannot improve very IWch unt ill farmers rl:lalie e that they 

should be more systematic in their attempts to improve 

. their sheep. There muatbe uniformity to start with. 

It ie no use to buy good :rams from different oWlll:lrs. The 

rams must all be from one breeder~' If the wool yielded 

Balli no uniformity the fl:irmer will not realise a good 

pr ioe for it. The firat attempt a t improvement should 

be in the length of the wool. At the same time farmers 

should not forget that they have to cope with droughts 

and that ultlmtely the sheep reared have tobesold for 

mutton.' They ther"fore IWst introduce a strong,heavy sheep. 

When length ill attained weight should be introduoed; 

and again! wish to lay stress on the neoeesityfor uniformity 

because this is so often neglected. 

In this way all farmers can in l;I. few years' time 

improve their flocks so as to yield Ii good quality 

medium-thread wool having an average v;eight per sheep's 

yield of lot to 11 lbs. 

(I) See table pg. XIII (It) :Farmer s 'Evi d en oe. 



We have seen that in th e coura e of time remedie s

have been found for all II tack diseases. ~ut farmers do

not seem to realise that prevention is better than cure •.

It is a well-proved fact that sheep pick up diseases not

during drought periods, but after rains wnen grass, is

young and water is plentiful. ~ut during the times of

plenty the sheep ehow no signs of disease. When it becomes

drier, they suddenly lose condition and signs of serious

att~cks of disease are shown. Ihe farmer would however

not believe the experts who tell them to dose their stock

in time of plenty to prevent the infeotion •. 'l.'hey dose when

it is too late, and if the sheep start dying they blame the

dose. A systematic aohene of dosing is essential to.

keep up the condition of sheep and prevent stock losses.

This is however shamefully neglected by the farmer s. (,)

Al thoug h fa rms hav.e be en div id ed up in oampe to

a very great extent, these camp s are too big in most. cases.

A camp of 700 or 800 morgen is no paddock; it is a small farm.

The smaller the camps a re the Le aa able are the sheep to

tramp and so cause lIoil erosion. The Drought lnvestigation
(z)

Commission exprellsed the opinion that ,paddocks in Albert

should not be larger than 500 morgen , Even this is too big,

and 300 morgen should be the maximum size. l'his would stop

the running-about of sheep in the p;lddocks and at the same

time have them undillturbed during, times of scare ity.

(I) •.u,~G.49-'23 Jl,vidence at end of Re oor t ,

We have lIeen that in th e Qours e of time remedie II 

have been found for a.ll s took diaeases. .!:Iut farmers do 

not seem to realise that prevention is better than oure.· 

It is a well-proved faot that eheep pick up diseases not 

during drought perioda, but afterrainaWhengrasB, 1s 

young and water is plentiful • .!:lui during the times of 

plenty the sheep show no signa of d hease. When it becomes 

drier, they suddenly lose condition and signa of serious 

att~cks of disease are shown. The farmer would however 

not believe the experts who tell them to dose their stook 

in time of plenty to prevent the infection •. 1'hey dose when 

it 1s too late, and if the sheep start dying they blame the 

dose. A systematio soherre of dosing is essential to. 

keeP up the condition of sheep and prevent Iltock losses. 

This is however shamefully negleoted by the farmer s. (,) 

Al thoug h fa rms hav.e be en dl v id ed up in os mps to 

a very great extent, these camps are too big in most cases. 

A camp of 700 or 800 morgen is no paddock. it 1s a small farm. 

The Ilmaller the campa a 1'13 the leslI able are the sheep to 

tramp and so causs so 11 erosion. '£he Drought lnvestigation 
(z) 

Commission expressed the opinion thut'paddocks in Albert 

should not be larger than 500 mori:;en. Even this is too big, 

and 300 morgen should be the maximum size. This Viould stop 

the running-about of sheep in the p;lddocks and at the same 

time have them undisturbed during, times of scarc ity. 

{Il .. U,~G.49-'23 Jl,'vidence at end of Heport. 



We have Been that in the course of time.remedies

have been found for all stock d Ia eaae e , liut farmers do

not seem to realise that prevention is better than eure , .

It is a well-proved fact tha 10 she ep pick up d is ease a no t

during dr ought peri cd s , but after ra ins when g ra aa is

young and water is plentiful. liut during the times of

plenty the sheep show no signs of d i aeaae , When it becomes

dr ier. they suddenly 10 ae condit ion and signs of ser ious

at tll.cks of disease are shown. The farmer would however

not believe the experts who tell them to dose their stock

in time of plenty to prevent the infection. l'hey dose when

it is too late. and if the sheep start dying they blame the

dose. .tl. systematic achene of dosing is essential to

keep up the condition of sheep and prevent stock losses.

This is however shamefully negleoted by the farmer s. (,)

Althoug h fa rms nav.e be en div id ed up in oamps to

a very·great extent. these camps are too big in most cases.

A camp of 700 or 800 morgen is no paddock; it is a small farm.

The smaller the camps a re the lesa able are the sheep to

tramp and so cause soil erosion. The Drought lnvestigation
(z)

Commission expressed the opinion thut·paddooks in Albert

should not be larger than 500 morgen. Even this is too big.

and 300 morgen should be the maximum size. This would stop

the running-about of sheep in the :f8ddOCkS and at the same

time leave them undisturbed dur ing. times of acarc ity.

('l U.G. 49-'23 E'vidence at end of B.eport.·
(t U.G. 49-'2~

74-

We have seen that in the oourse of t1me.remediee 

have been found for all stook diseases. lSut farmers do 

not seem to realise that prevention is better than cure.· 

It is a well-proved fact tha t she ep pick up d is ease s no t 

during dr ought peri ods t but after ra ins vmen grass. 1s 

young and water is plent itul. .}jut. during the times of' 

plenty the sheep show no signs of d haase. When it beoomea 

dr ier. they euddenly 10 ea condit i on and eigne of eel: iollS 

at tqcks of disease are shown. 'J.'ha farmer would however 

not believe the experts who tell them to dose their stock 

in time of plenty to prevent the infeotion. 'J.'hey dose when 

it is too late, and if the sheep start dying they blame the 

dose. .A systematio sohem;; of dosing is essential to 

keep up the oondition of sheep and prevent stook losses. 

Thia is however ahamefully negleoted by the farmer s. (,) 

Althoug h fa rms hav.e. be en di v id ed up 1 n oa mpa to 

a very·great extent, these camps are too big 1n most cases. 

A camp of 700 or 800 morgen is no paddookj it is a small farm. 

The smaller the camps a re the lese able are the sheep to 

tramp and so cause so11 eroeion. The Drought lnvestigation 
(z) 

Commission expressed the opinion thutpaddooks 1n Albert 

should not be larger than 500 morgen. Even this is too big, 

and 300 morgen should be the maximum size. This would stop 

the running-about of sheep in the raddooks and at the same 

time lea ve them undisturbed dur ing, t1 mes of scare ity. 

('l U.G. 49-'23 Evidence at end of Heport. 
(2, U.G. 49-'2:1 



The marketing of Agrioul tural produoe 16 on 'a

sound basis. There are s everal ate ok sales in' the

division every month, and ap ecuLat or a show keen co mpe t t t i en

on these sales. Wool WaS originally sold mainly to

storekeepers in the vill~6s, at low prices in many cases,

but the Boe r e-Baamwerk Bepk," which is a cc-opera t ive society
"

lIIlinly for the marketing of wool, s ezv ed the useful purpose

during the la st decade at teaching the farmers to send their

wool to the cou at a), mar ket a.wne r e keener competition ensures

better prices. Mbny farmers however sold the:lr wool in

the seaports long before this society was formed. The main

objection to this society, which in noway binds its

members to sell thr oug h it, except tha t they have to pay 2/6

for each bale of wool sold, to t:r.e society, is that its

members, who are ahar ehoLder e , are not in direct touch with

the or gan t ea t i on , l'he spirit of c o-cpera t t on is therefore
" ,

absent'. There are no regular local meetings of shar6holders,

and. the ecc i et y.wa e started by people who travelled about

the c ount ry to sell shares to the farmers. Co-operation,

if it has to exist, should be started locally, andi t is

adv Iaab Le for the Boere-baamwerk" to modify its constitution
It

in such a way as to allow local Farmers'Associations to

join it with all their members, in orcer to have at least

the benefit of' the spirit of c o-o peru t Lon , as this will

enable local meetings of shareholders simUltaneously with
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meetings of' .b'armers' Associations. The f'armers will thus

be enabled to dis cuss the c o-ope rat Lve society and to take,

a lively intEirE.st in it and support it better.

Local FarmEirs' .associ,dionshave proved to serve a

very useful purpose. At the meet ings farmer B dis cue s

all the Lr current problems and deviee the best means to deal

with them. .I.t is a pity tha t these a ae oc ia tions are no t be t t e r

supported by the farmers. '£he Venteratad ll'armers' Association

during the lust f'ew years successfully agitated f'or the

Railway ~us Serviceo to ~orvals £ont and Knapdaar Stations.

In uddition the members decided to co-operate to

exterminate the bluefly pest. ~ut this case proves the

weakness of these Associations. Many ra rme re do not belong

to the Associat ion and declined to co-operate, wi th the

result that blueflies could not be exterminated. ~bere are

many people who nave to be forced by law to do something

for their own benefi t I and the next at ep I adv ise the

Association is to aak the Government to force co-operation

for the extermination of bluef11es by law.

Several farmers during the recent fall inthe

price of wool enquired w~y the Government does not fix a

price for wool and so prevent fluctuations. The answer

to this question is that if' this is done they would in the

long run not be able to sell their wool at all, f'or the;y

have to compete against the wool-supply of the other
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oountries of the World., If tho ee count ries find it
, , , ) ~..
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profitable to sell. at a ,lower prioe they will, keep on do ing so.

If now all wool~producers of the World decide to fix a

minimum pr ice they will again not be able to 5ell all their

wool, prov ided they do no t break the Co -ope rat ive rmrke t ing

agreemen t , because the higher the price of we 01 the SlJiOller

quantity of wool is ,dem"mded. The wool-murket will adjust

HacH, for as soon as production is at a loss less wool

will be ,produced and pri~es will rise again.

]j'armers can hove ver do be t t er with the ir wool if

only they have more uniformity in their olips, are more

pa r t Ic u Iar in classing their wool and do not include the

marking-paint in the wool. Althouc;h they usually use paint

which washes out easily. the buyer is not sure what kind

of :paint ill used. and oonsequently he pays less for, the wool.

The paint should, thus be renicived and the bales marked "N.:M."'. '

(no marks J or something to tha,t eUect. onthe outside.

It is a healthy aign that,farmera are no longer

afraid of cred i t , and ,the local branches of Commercial
, ' (I)

Banks as well as the Land Bank have great sums of money

invested in agricultural, cpe ra t ions in the district. The

Land Bank is main~ used for vermin-proof fencing expenses.

Credit is healthy, as long as people do not go too far; and
(z)

in Albert :t'arlllera .cn the whole are careful not to y" too far.

,
(I) Magis tra tea Report a 1926 (2) Looal Bank Manag era •

77 

oountries of the World. If tho ee count riee fi nd it 
< l ' c',' 

profitable to sell at a ,l.ower prioe they will keep on do ing so. 

If now all wool-producers of' the World decide to fix a 

minimum pr ioe they will again not be able to 6ell all their 

wool, provided they do not break the Co-operat ive mrketing 

agreemen t. because the higher the price of wo 01 the elm 11er 

quantity of wool is ,dem«nded. The wool-market will adjust 

itself, for as 600n as production is at a 10Ba les8 wool 

w111 beproduoed and priqes will rifle again. 

]j'armerl3 can hov.ever do better with their wool if 

only they have more uniformity in their olips, are more 

particular in classing their wool and do not include the 

mark1ng-p.dnt in the wool. j,lthouc;h they usually use paint 

which washee out easily. the bUylOr :!.a not sure what kind 

of paint 1a USEd. and consequently he pays less for the wool. 

The ;paint should thus be renltived and the bales marked "N.,M." 
" ' 

(no marks) or something to tha,t eUect. onthe outside. 

It is a healthy sign that,farm<:rs are no longer 

afraid of cI'edit, and ,the local branohes of Commercial 
, (,) 

Bankll as well as the Land Bank have great sums of money 

invested in agricultural, opel'ations in the district. The 

Land Bank is mainly used for vermin-proof fenoing expenses. 

Credit is hE;althy I:IS long as people do not go too far; and 

1n Albert farmers ,on the whole <lI'e careful not to g" too far. 

(I) Magis tra tee Report s 1926 (2) Local .ilank Manag ers • 

(z) 



f7J

, '

Credit conditions on the whole are very sound, as storekeepers

do not bind :farmers to sell to them; and never were in a,'
'. ;

strong enough position to wrestle farms from distreslled ownerll.

The usual investors are the Land Bank , Commercial Banks]

and bonds are taken by :farmer's mo have the capital or by

inv~Btment companies through Attorneys' asa~stance. ~onds

are never so big all to bring the owner in danger of los ing

his property. AS a rule farmers take overdrafts from the

Commercial lJankll and ~ in cash from the at cr eke eper a ,

The few farmers who have a ccoun t s at shops are never so much

in debt that they can OS for ced to sell their wool-clip

to the storekeeper. Because stock is sold several times

every year between clip times, fal'U'lJrS square their accounts

several times every year. 1'here are however still some

farmer e wh 0 do not bel ie ve in c redi t nor in improved

agricultu~al methods. They

did and want their children

,
want to iBrm as their forefathers

, (I)
to do the same. AS a result their

a one are not allowed to have an aGricultural training at

an agricultural oollege. .Luckily these people are only

except ions, and on the v.hole the" gricul tural colleges are

well util1s ed by young Albert :farmers, especially so the

short courses of tne truc t r cn in sheep and wool. Farmers on,

the whole seem to be ready to apply any improvement in

agriculture which aui ts theil' type of farming and is brought'

to their not ice. The great thing is that things are not
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Mr. Stevtler M.L.A~_ . . , " ~ 
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Q'rought to their notice in many cases, and secondly, they

do not puzzle out which methods of farming are the most

economical in many cases. These conditions are howevef

steadily improving. 1J'armers are reading ware regularly, and

are more eager to be educated in their profession, than

eve r before_

It is not necessary to go into the causes of so 11

erosion here • .It is enough to say that it is caused,

by ov e r s t ock Ing , tramping, herding and driving of stock,

footpaths and old roads. Soil erosion h ... s developed into

a very serious problem in ,Albert. There are parts of farma

where as a, result of erosion the fllsture on the area is, hardly

one-third of that on other parts of the same farm. Some
',. '

farms have several hundreds of morgen thus eroded, having

a carrying capaoity of only about one-third of what it

normally should have. It has already been stated tha t by
.....' .

elimination of kraaling, paddocking and the reduotion in

the number of oattle the further development 0 l' soil
"

erosion has been slowed down. Old roads and footpaths should

not be allowed to develop into slooh; and for the former

the Divisional Council, who are in charge ,of the roads,

should be held responsible. The farmers should deal with

the footpaths themselves. Overstocking should be prevented,

as it not only causes heavy losses in times of drought, but

alao aoll erosion a a a re au Lt of tramping. The more

- ......; .. _""'. -'-_9A..
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vegetation then is on a 'farm, the lesswlll be the'

erosion, for the pr e senc e of vegetation prevents the rain~

water from running away. Tl1.us the causes of Boil er c aLon

can be removed or reduced.'
, , ..

are

, .

.tiut a t e~B are ne ce Beary to get the eroded par t a

under good vegetation again. l'he eroded parts are usually

~ tl1.e beat lJl;\sturage on the farms, as t h e kloofs 1n the

direction of whioh the rainwater flows, have to suffer most.

Exist1ng a Loot s ahou Ld be dammed up short distanoes apart.

according to tne nQtureofthe J.and. l'his 'has been done

by a few farmers with considerable success~l) These dams

u Ltimat ely filled up with a deep fert 11e so 11 which has
I

developed into allvlei". Water sinks into this soft earth

much more readily than elsewhere, and as a result we find

that during times of drought the former sloots are g re en

pa t che a of la rD. They absorb to 0 mch wat er to be affected

by the drought. Mr. steytler M.L.A. holds that the time

will arrive when on all tarws these former sloots will

be green pa renee of land during times of drought. keeping

the stock in a fair condi t i cn,

In lB'lny d iv is ions land is stl 11 too oheap to regain

the eroded veget~tion. It does not justify the expenditure

involved in the process. In the heart of the Karroo. e.g. a

morgen of land normally has a oarrying capacity of only

"bout a quartt;r of that of Albert. But in Albert the

(I) Mr. bteytler Jil.L.a.,
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expenditure seems justified. It should be remembered

tlllat'the eroded part of 'a farm is 'worth no more' than' one-third,

of' thE rest of' the farm per morgen. lhua, - Where' land is

over £5 per morgen,'itis not worth more than £1.15.0:

If now the v eg e t at ion 1e recovered it not only increases

the value of that soil by £3.5.0; but the new soil, owing

to its dense vegetation, has a carry ing capacd ty of at

least four times the normal oapOity of'soil in the same area.

The va Jue is therefore increased to over £20 per morgen;

i. e. by about £18.10. or £19. And the value of land'

continues,and will continue, to rise.' It is doubtful

whether the dams needed to regain 60il will cost more

than about £15 per morGen's needs ••~t the same time pasture

unequalled for its endurance and general quality is

developed in the division and in the country. It seems

to be a tna t t ez- of public importance, the:rt:.fore, and the
," :

Government ought to take i at ep e to aid the,regaining of eoil..
Farmers should be allowed oa pital from the Land ./:jank for

this purpose on the same conditions as ~p1tal is s,uppl1ed

for fencing Purposes. ./:jut this is not enough. It is no

uee for a farmer to take regaining steps all, his farm if

his ne ighbour alloVis his water to run down and destroy

what he ha a built up. An Act ahould tner cr cr e be passed

permitting the Divisional Council in each district to

proclaim the district to fall under Soil Broaion regulations
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, ,
as was done with the 'Vermin-proof fencing. 'J.'his wouldemible

each district where the people think land is high enough
.' . . . . ~

in value for such steps to proclaim istel! under, the Act.

while distric ts vmiclt do not feel justified to t"ke such st ep a

need not do so. In a proclaimed district a farmer should

have the right to give his neighbours notice t ha t he is

taking regaining steps and that they should do the s",me. l,f

they fail to take such steps within a definite period, and

as a result the regaining schemes ,~f their neighbours are

destroyed by flood waters from their farms, they should be
, ,

held responsible for the loss and reconstruction of, those,

ache me•.

In thisway the more progressive farmers will teach

their 1e aa-prog re ee rv e ne ighboura the va lue of regaining scherm a.

As a result of all the

unit of land were inoreased and

dev eLojrncn ta the returns per
, "~)

tnua the va lue of land rooc.

Jl'arms were,valuated very low before the,20th ?entury, and

the market value of land does nota eem ever, to, have 'been

!nore than £1 per morgen. :l.he fOlrm for whioh the deed, of

tranefer in 1872 was o'btained was sold at 7/-, per morgen.

Only by 1909 did the market value of land exoeed the

'Divisional Council '1aluation, and since then rose so rapidly

in value t ha t at pr e s en t it trebles the value assigned to it

by Divisional Uouncils. Although the value fell again after

(I) 'Ttlbles pp , xx: and XXVI

<, •
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as was done with the Vermin-proof fencing. ';:his would, enable 

eaoh district where the people think land, ill high enough 

in value for such steps to proclaim ietelf under the Aot. 

while dlstric ts which do not feel justified to take such st eps 

need not do eo. In a proclaimed district a farmer should 

have the right to give hie neighbours notice that he is 

taking regaining steps and that they shOUld do the s",me. If 

they fail to take suah etepa within a definite peri od, and 

as a result the regaining sohemes of their neighboureare 

destroyed by flood w"ters from their farms t they should be 

held responsible for the 106S and reconstruction of tholle, 

In thillway the morl;; progressive farmers will teach 

their Ie sll-progre sa1ve ne 19hbours the va lue of regaining scheme a. 

All a l'f: eu It of all the develOP\'llcn ts the returns per 

unit of land were increysed and 
. .~) 

tllUS the va lue of land rose. 

Jl'arlllll were.valuated very low before the 20th Century, and 

the market value of land doee note eem ever to. have 'been 

more thun £1 per morgen. 'lhe f .. rlll for which the deed. of 

tranil1'",r in 1872 was obtained was sold at 7/-. per morgen. 

Only by 1909 did the market value of land exceed the 

Divisional Council Valuation, and since then roseao rapidly 

in value thut at prt.sent 1t trebles the value assigned to it 

by Divisional Uouncils. Although the value fell aga.in after 

(I) . Tables pp. x:t.:l .. no. XXVI 



the Great War, it has risen ~ain considerably, and the

attorneys at Burghersdorll, where nearly 80% of the turnover

of farms are registered, are of the' opinion that duribg

1928 the average sale price in the Division was about

£5.10 to £6 per morgen, While the Divisional Council

Valuation is about £1.10. These prioes etre very high

compared with other pastoral areaeof the Union; but it

should' be remembered that the carrying capacity in Albert

is about four times thutof the !.\.arroo, and that each morgen

in Albert ensures a net return of about £1, provided the
. "

quality of sheep ia not too low., Some stock are, hoaev"r

of a very low quality, and the value of land is too high'

to jt'armwith such stock • .l!'orthe quality of stock kept in

many cases, the value of land ts too high~') 'l'he quality

of stock llllSt be improved •

.As the value of land rose and r et uz-ns became
, l~

greater the ~ has also been' subdivided. ll'our adjacent

grants, right in the centre of the division, were made by

the Government, the first three, consisting of 7184, 4976

and 4,486 morgen, in 1837, and' the last one, btinS"3262 morger,

in 1842. The total size of these four farms was thus

19.908 morgen. an average of 4977 morgen each. Parts of

ea ch of these four fa r ma were taken ba ek by the government,

amounting to 8001 morgen in all, and r~granted in 1894 into

four farms. The other 11907 morgen are at present

divided 'into 12 different f~rms, thus averaging just uo:ier

the Great War, it has risen again oonsiderably. and the 

attorneys at llurghersdorll. where nearly 80% ot the turnover 

of fa rms a1' e I' eg 1st: ered. ar e of th e 0 pin i on thl:! t dur ibg 

1928 the average sale price in the Division was about 

£5.10 to £6 per morgen, while the Divisional Council 

Valuation is about £1.10. These prices are very high 

oompared with other pastoral OIreasof' the Union; but it 

should be remembered that the carrying capacity in Albert 

is about four times thut of the l!..arroo, and th<;lt eaoh morgen 

in Albert ensures a net return of about £1. provided the 

quality ot sheep is not too low., Some stock are, hOilev"r 

of a very low qUCllity, and the value of land is too high' 

to jf'arlIlwith auah stock. J!'ortl1e quality of stock leept in 

many cases, the value of land is too high!') '1'00 quality 

at stock !lUst be improved. 

As the value of land roSe and returns became 
, liJ 

greate):' the ~ has also been' subdivided. Hour adjacent 

grants, right in the centre of the diviSion, were made by 

the Government, the fir,,'I; three, consisting of 7184, 4976 

and 4.486111orGen, in 1837, and the last one, btingli1.3262 morgeq, 

in 1842. The total size of these four farms was thus 

19.908 mo):'gen, an average of 4977 morgen each. Parts of 

sa eh of these four fa rms were taken back by the government. 

amounting to 8001 morgen in all, and regranted in 1894 into 

four farms. The other 11907 morgen are at present 

divided 'into 12 different f"rlllS, thus averaging just uo:ier 



1000 morgen each.

(I)Classlficat~on of Farms According to their Sizes on

August 31. 1926

,

Under 5 morgen 5 to 20 moreen 21 to 100 morge n
,

---- ---1-----

No. Farms Total area I No. farma Total are f> No. Farms 'l'otal ar

- MorBen mOIA-en morQ.\. t

1 2 2 10 15 ~6;;
I

, ,

-- -
101 to 500 morgen 501 to 1000 mor()en 1001 to 2000 morgen

-- - ,-- -- -- -----
No. farms Total a r c a] 110. :&'a rms :J.'otal arca loIo. 'l'otal area,

morgen mori,eh farms morgen_
•

138 50,979 252 1189.387 181 252.738

2001 to 3000 morgen 3001 to 5000 morgen 5001 to 10,000 morgen

oo

No. farms Totalar",a
morgen

No. ra rms": I total area
m~o~r:J::g:..:le~n~_+_---.-,--_+-=::.Al<.i

21 ~6'225
-----...;...--------

Total ar ea
morgen

87,3513313

No. Farms
1------- ' ------1-------;-----;------.----

I------~------_:_----·_--t_-----+-,---------

Total no.F"drms no tlo,oom and mor§,mor~en. I'otal are, Average
_____-'- -+__.-:. -t- -+---"o~f'__'!f~a~r~m~B_ areao f

No. of farms' included of farms. Morgen

1 12000 12 659 6139,660 1016

Number Farms less than 1000 morgen • 408; 1001 to 2000 morgen • 181;
and over 2000 • 58

III Figures furnished by Department of
,Jl.gricultural Economics.



The above table ahos a the average size of fal'ms to be just

over 1000 morgen.JlIlany of these largtirfarmsare h os ev cr "

alreudYllubd1 v1lied, although th. ey are not. yet' tranrof erred

and re g is te red as S)7la11er fa r rna, So tha t the pr 0 ees s

of aub d1via i on 1a aU11 going 0n,

All farms in the division were granted before 1870

and no more crown lands were left. bur ing the years 1888

to 1895 'fifteen tit.:les to quitrent r arme which fe:ll

back to the Govcrnment were issued. The 'total area WdS

59652 mo rg en] the avt;rage size per title issued thus was

3977 morLen• .He:tween 1896 and 1908 sixteen aimilar titles

were issued, amounting to 32394 morgen; thus an average of'

2025 morgen per title • .b'or the whole period 1888 to 190'

thus 31 titles were issued, the average size of the l' arms

being 3010 morgen. As Government grants of land usually

ref'le c ted more or le e a the ,~verage si ze of farms, becau se

these farma fell back to thllm from formerownera in the

district just prior to the period of the re-grants, and

because fur ther subdivis ion particulars in the dis trict

are not available, we can take it that the average sizes

of farms in the district in 'those years are mortar less

reflected by those r egran ta , I have also' been successful

in attempts to meet people Who personally kneW about several

of the se grants. and they a.slJurcd tOO th« t the ee figur ea

f'airly well reflect the average sizes of farlllfJ in th o se years.

The above table shoNe the average size of fEums to be juet 

over 1000 moreeo • .Iiilany of these larg~r1'armsarE: howE:vcr' 

alreudy 'lubdi'fi<icd, although theJl ar'l not, Jlet tranllferred 

/;I nd re g is te red a II alD!l11er fa l' ms. So tha t the PI' a oes S 

of l'lubd1 via 1 on is still gong on. 

All farms in the division were granted bdore 1870 

and no more crown lands were left. ilur iog the years 1888 

to la95fHteen titl.ea to quitrent f/;lrms which fell 

back to the Gov(.rnment were issued. Ci.lle 'total area wall 

59652 moruen, thf: aVi;;rage II ize per title issued thus was 

3977 marGe n. .l::\f: tween 1896 and 1908 Il ixt cen similar ti Hes 

were iSSUed, amounting to 32394 morgen, thus an average of 

2025 morGen per title. J!'or the whole period 1888 to 190' 

thus 31 titl.es were issued, the average size of the ftlrma 

'being 3010 morgen. As Government grants of lJlnd usually 

refle c ted more or le sa the~verage ai ze of farms, becau ae 

these farms fell bu.ck to thelll from formerownera in the 

district just prior to the period of the re-grants, and 

'because fur ther subdivis ion particulurs in the dis trict 

are not available. we can take it that the average sizes 

of farms in the district inthos" years are mortor less 

rElflected by those regrants. I haVE; also' been successful 

in "ttempts to meet people who personally kneW about several 

of the se grants. and they aa ~ured we th« t the se figur ell, 

fairly well reflect the av"rage aizea of farms in those years .. 
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In 1926 the total number of farms in the distriot were

659, covering an area of 669, 660 mo rgen •. ' All- the above: ,::

grants are inoluded in this uea•. .lfL'I!:e.,noVl tak~.3,97~_.~; .
'"7'''''''~ ... ~""""''''''f''f;a- ........ fl.',--':'" ti..~"-d...c-~Il'-t~
morgen as the average size in 1908, ~thcrewere 331

farms in the district in 1908~ covering the' eamearea as 659

farms covered in 1926. Farms thus seem to be "bout four

'I ~ tA~s smaller now tba n they were in 1895. l!'armers
(

hold that very little, if any, subdivision of farms took

place be r ore the 'Nineties 'of last century, and we are

safe to state that farms were not SUbdivided~re than

five times since the discovery of diamonds. The average'

, si 2:e

4000

of farms do es
(I)

morgen.

not seem ever to have 'been far more than

SUbdivision took place becauae , :f1rstly,'whenthe', ,;

value of stock and Land v rea e people realised that ,it,

would pay them better to sell parts of ,their f'arnisand

use the capita,ltoimprov-e their property in such a

way as to reduce the immense stoaklosses; and a ec ond Ly,

mol'e . thCln, one son ·inhe ri ted' the ir 'father's proper ty.

SubdiVision WaS however never overdone in the district;

farms were uneoonomically large for improvements.

The few very small farms are situated 010 se to one

or the other of ·thevillages, and their owners have thefr

own business in. the villages. l'hese farms are thus simply

used us dwelling-houses, and in addition milk and a little

v eg e t ab Lea are regUlarly supplied to clients 'in the villages

1..1\ 1j1", _ .... _ ..... '__ <I A .... _ .... _

In 1926 the total number of farmlJ in the district were 

659, covering an arE)B of 669, 660 morgen. " All· the above: ,: 
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morgen as the average size in 1908, ~therewere 331 

farms in the district in 1908. covering the' samesrea as 659 
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hold that very little, if any, subdivision of farms took 

place b,;fore the 'Nineties '01' last century, and we are 

safe to state that farms were not aUbdivided~re than 

five times since the discovery cf diamonds. The average· 
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4000 morgen. 
(I) 
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uae the capital to improve their property in such a, ,', 

way as to reduce the immense stoak10saea; and a eoondlY. 
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farms Wi:. re uneoonomioally large for improvements. 
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All farms below 100 margent and several of more than 160 morgen

are ot'·this type.' the' other' farrns'below'500 morgen'mostly

be long' to progressive farmers who tarrn intensively

with stud stock. There is'thus no subdivision problem in

the di at rict ..

If 'one 10 oke ' thr ough 'all the deeds of tran sf e1' d ur ing

this CentUlry. one eats the impression' that subdivision ill

going too far,' tor rlliny t ran er er a 'of less thin 20 morgen

are registered. ' If thesc"small areas became separate ;

holdings a serious problem would have been,oreated. J:lut the

position is simply that these amali areas are cut off from

one 1'arm and va dded to!1l1other.'1his pr oc e aa started when

fen cing became' ne c e ssi.try ~ 'for in the' first place certain part a

at tarms were running'ut'sharp angles into a neighbour's

farm. '.L'he most eoonomical way to fence is to get your farm

as aquar,e !.Is possible. l1ence such sharp angles' wer e-a oId

off and exchanged in the case of almost eVl;ry farm; and in

the second place' public' roads th rough a' farmer's paddook

fosters stocktheft and loases,espeoially the La tter. if

gates ar e left open. Sat whenevtJr poseible, people '

exchanged land and sold'off small patches to cut out the'

public ro a ds , As a result we' find the area of 'the divillion

divided' up into thousands of snaIl Uni te, and in every case

of transfer each of the se' units is' mentioned' separOltely.

The fact that this happens, and that some people who study,

. '

00 

All farms below 100 morgen. and several of more than 160 morgen 

are 01-'·th16 type.' !heother farms'below'oOO morgen'mostly 

be long to progressive farmers who :farm intensively 
I ,_ , 

with stud stook.' There is thus no subdiviaion:problemin 

the di at riot .. 

It 'one looks 'through'all the: deeds at transfer during 

this Centult'y, one eets the impreSS1on' thatsubd1vision h 

going too far; for wny transfers 'of leas thin 20 morgen 

are registered. ' If thesc;'small areas beoameseparate' 

holdincs a serious problem would have been ,oreated. llut the 

position is simply that these SlIlali areae are aut off from 

one !i:'arm and' added to another. 'lh1s process started whe n 

fencing beoame' nsoe sai.t ry ~:f'or in the' first place oer ta in part a 

ot farms were running,'ut' sharp angles into a neighbour's 

farm. '.L"he most economioal way to i'enoe is to get your :l:arm 

as equar,e t>s possible.' llenoe auoh sharp angles' ~Iere'sold 

off and exchanged in the oase of almost ev<;ry fa.rm; and in 

the second place publio roada th rough a. farmer I S paddook 

fosters stooktheft and laases.espeoially the 1a tter. if 

gates are left open. SOt whenev"r possible, people ' 

exohanged land and sold'oU small patohesto out out the' 
, ' 

publ:l.c rol;lds. As a reaul t we' find the area of 'the diviBion 

divided' up into thousands of arrall Uni ta t and in every caae 

of transfer each of the se' units is mentioned' separately. 

The f ac t the. t thilil happens. and that some people who study 



subdivi e i on of lands in the Union frOlll transfer records

without per sonal investigati on in the di st ric ts concerned

seems to me to cause an unnecessary exagg~ration of the

subdivis ion of Ia nde problems. I do not deny thut the problem

is serious in other parts; but it appears to be exaggerated.

The :populuti onf')or l"bour sUPPly apart trom

machinery and other draught power,. has also been increased.

The European Population increased from 4911 in 1865 to 6293

in 1926. As the labour used is mostly .Natives, and more

and more labour was needed, the Europeans decreased in

•
and 3.06 in 1921. l'hey include Albert in the .DI1id land Distriots,

whioh is a very large area and the major part of which ~s

qu Lt e different phYsical characteristics from Albert. It is

(I) Tables pp. XlCIX -XlCXI
(2) U.G. 49-'23

3ub:livi a10n of landa in the union from transfer reoorda 

without per aonal investigati on in the d1 at ric te concerned 

seems to me to cauae an unnecessary exagg<;ration of the 

aubdiv1s ion ot: lands problems. I do not deny thut the :problem 

ia serious in other parts; but it appears to be exaggerated. 

The populati onfl)or l"bour SUPPly apart from 

maohinery and other draught power,. has also been increased. 

The European Population increased from 4911 in 1865 to 6293 

in 1926. As the labour used is moetly l{atives. and more 

and more labour waa needed, the Europeans decreased in 

percen tage of the to tal pOllula ti on from 50.1% in 1865 to , 
38.26:; in 1921. '.I.'he .Coloured population inoreased from .4,891 

or 49.9:; in 3.866 to 9668, or 61. 74~~. in 1921. ,The. to tal 

populuUon incr~ased from 9802 or 2.9 per square mile to 

15643 or 7.99 per square mile in 1921 •. The density ot the. 

population has thus increased by 275% 

The Drought .J.nvestiga tion 00=1ss10n tllleges (.:t) that,a.o., 

J\.lbert has been retrograding 18; tely because the European 

Populut1on's density in 1904 was 3.27 and in 1911 it was 

3.38 to the square mile, and since it dropped to 3.11 in 1918 
• 

"nd 3.06 in 1921. :I.'hey include Albert in the Mid land Distriots. 

whioh is a v~ry large area and the major part of whioh ~e 

quite different phySical oharaoteristics from .'r.lbert. It is 

(I) Tables pp. XlClX -XXXI 
(I) U.G. 49-'23 



go.
qo

then shown that 'the populatioryand the 'numb'er of livestock
~ . .

in this wholearea decreased' since 1891. It should be

p oin ted out that 1891 is about the best year on"recor,d as

far as 1 could trace back, during the last 60 years, ae
the highest r'ainfall' known in'these dis tricts were recorded

in that year. lt waa therefore an abnormally good ';year and
i.' . ". .

it is unfair to compare subsequent years with 1891." 10
, , ,(I) , ' '

api to of this' abnormality, however, we find that in Albert

the carrying capacity of the' so 111n 1911 was pra ct 1ca lly ,,,.

the same as in 1891. The abnormally loVl' figure in 1904

was due' to the War. It should also -be rcmembcredthat'

between 1891 and 1911: the portion with'the greatest"carrying'

capacity for sheep-:&l.olteno-wascut off from'i~lbert.(z), TMs

in itself reduced the uverage carrying cap'a:city: or' the diviSion

to ~ considerable extent •. In Albert there' has"heen'a conti'nual

increase 1n the carry1ng cap'acity,or rather, in theamouht

of stock reckoned in'terins of sheep per morgen,' except"'~'

for the very dry years of 1920 -'21,1924,' and 1926';127~

The total population in Albert also shows a steady

increase right up to the 101 st census of 1921. '£he decrease

Ln the bluropean lJot;ulut10n can be exp LaIned by different

factors from retardation. ll) In 1904 a considerable Anglo­

Boer War l:lritish Garrison was still present in the district.

(/) Table pg , X
(tJ In 1898 .. '
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These soldiers were eubs e que nt Iy removed. (2) J\fter the

War bywonerfl" were treely used "'s lltbourers. These were,,' ",', .,

subsequently replaced by native labourers. (3) AS people

became more advanced the birth-rate natu.rally deqreaaed •..-..----.
and thus the proportion of dependents to ,that of,active

labourers decreased. In 1911 there we~e 216 basies in

Albert and in 1921 only 152. In ,1926 there were 164 .(4) Many

children were eentaway to echoole in other centres. and

Oil though they ar e dcpend en t on Jiolb ert they a re not, included

in the districts' ,llopulution returna~ This.is only;a recent

development. ,and is still extending. We thus findthat between

1911 and 1921 Eurolleane of over,24 years, of,age r ema ined

more 0 r le aa cons tan t; i.e. 2649 in,1911 and 2668 in 1921.
, "

While babies decreased by 64, children of one to fourteen

yean, by 249, children of 15 to 19 years by 185 and persons '.
, ,

between 20 and 24 y ea r e by 161. .Many of the younger peoJ?l_,

unlike E,;arlier periods, were well educated and took up some
" ~

profession or the other. Thus we have a decrease also in

young persone~ The total decrease in children and young

persons thus amounts to 659; While people, over 24 years cr

ag e increased, by 19.,

The Drought Investigation Commission's report

in 1923 would have been much more valuable if, they took

..ocount of the ra c t s that 1891 waa an abnormal year and

th<lt the birth rate is decreasing, and at the same time

people are making more and more use of schools and colleSee

'If 

These soldiers were subs{;quently removed. (2) .\.fter the 

War bywoner/il" were treely u:;;ed "s lubourers. These were 
1\' "', ,. 

subsequently replaced by native labourers. (3) iiS people 

beoame mare advanoed the birth-rate naturally deqreaeed. 
~ 

and thue the proportion ot dependente to.,thOit of,active 

labourers decreased., In 1911 there we:.:e 216 bagies in 

Albert and in 1921 only 152. In 1926 there were 164 .(4) Many 

children wel'e sent away to schoole 1n other centres I and 

011 though they ar a dependen t on .... lb art they OIre not .inoluded 

in "the districts' pOJ.)ulution returnfj~ Thiels only ,6 reoent 

development, ,and 113 aUll extending. We thus find that between 

1911 and 1921 Europeane of over 24 years of age rema ined 

more or leas constant; i.e. 2649 In ,1911 and 2668 in 19~1. 

While babies decreased by 64, children of one to fourteen 

yean. by ~49, children of 15 to 19 years by 185 and persona 

between 20 and 24 y;;are by 161. Many of the younger peo)}l .. , 

unlike ",ar11er periods, were well educated and took up aome 
.' ;: 

profession or the other. Thus WI:. have a decrease also in 

youne peraona~ The total decrease in children and young 

persons thus amounts to 659. While people over 24 years of, 

aee. increased, by 19., 

The Drought Investigation Commission's report 

in 1923 would have been much more valuable if, they tack 

!.Iccount of the X'acts that 1891 wus un abnormal yearliuld 

thut the birth rate is decreasing, and at thE:: same time 

people are making more and more use of schools and colleges 

, , 



outside the ....idland Districts to provide their children

with an education, 'before they drew their conc Lus Lors,

which no doubt would have been modified to a c erta in

extent by the influence of these factors. The decrease

in the European population is u healthy sign as it shows

thut people no longer force all their sons to stay on the

flarllJs and so cause an Ultimate excessive subdivision of
<

land. At the same time it is more than counteracted by

the great increuse in Natives in the division. Most of

the non-Europea n p opu La t i on are employed on farms;

also many of those ree;istered as "Urban"-n<ltives,or-non­

Europeans,ure employed on the farms as day Jabourers.,
Incidentally, they

without food. The

are usually pa id 1/6 to 2/- per day

number of persons ~ngUe;ed inagriculture(l)

in Albert have increased from 2461 in 1865 to 4548 in 1911.

In 1925 they were given as 3898, which appears to be a

decrease. However, the ae ±'igurl.s are not comparable with

those of 1911, as all domest ic servants (2)'were Lnc Iud ed in

1865 and 1911; and they amount to cons iderably more than

the difference between the 1911 and 1925 figureS.

-W'l"CLUSIONI

In the development of the division since 1865

more and more capi ta L and labour were introduoed. -The

value of lund -thuB rose more than in proportion to the

(I) 'rable pg. XXX (%J Jlgri. Jensus Heport 1925.

outside the .... idland Distriots to provide their ohildren 

with an education, bef'ore they drew their concluaiolll, 

whioh no doubt would have been modified to a c erte. in 

extent by the influence of these factors. l'he decrease 

in the Europ"an population is u healthy sign as 1t shows 

thut people no lonser force ,,11 their Ilons to stay on the 

t",rms and 1iI0 cuuee an ultimate excessive subdivision of , 

land. At the same time it ill more than counteracted by 

the great inoreulle in l'Jativea in the division • .I.4ost of 

the non-Europe", n populat i on are employed on farms; 

also lllany of those reBiatered as ItUrban"-natives,or-non-

Europeans/ure employed on the farms as day labourers. , 
Incident"lly, they are usually pa id 1/6 to 2/- per d .. y 

without food. Tl1e numb<;.r aI' persons engaged 1nagriculture(t) 

in Albert have increased from 2461 in 1865 to 4548 in 1911. 

In 1925 they were given as 3898. whioh appe .. rs to be a 

decrease. ,however, the SE; ±'igur.:.s are not oomparable with 

those of 1911. as all domest 10 servants (2)'were inoltiled in 

1865 and 1911 i and they amount to oons iderably more than 

the differenoe between the 1911 and 1925 figurt:.s. 

~!CLUSION: 

In the development at the division since 1865 

more and more capi t~l and labour were introduoed. ' The 

value of 1andthua rose more than in proportion to the 

(I) 'rable pg. XXX (t) Jlgri. Jeneus tteport 1925. 



value of labour and cal?ita~; and henoe it ,became l?rofitable

to inoreiJse the amount of labour and ca:pitl:ll used and to

decrease the amount ot land used. Thus more labour

and capital were applied wi th the results that (1) The quality

at stock in the diVision were improved. ' 'lhe wool yield' per

sheep e.g. was Lncreaaed from' 2tlbs.'average 1n 1865 to

8.4 lbs.in1927-'28.

(2) The oarrying capacity of the soil was'improved, by

irrigation, fencing and paddocking, ':provision of more water

tor e to ek shorter df s ta nc e e apart and reduction in the amount

of' cutUe, f'rom 1.06 sheep per morgen in '1865 to 1.67 in 1925;
,

thus an in01''''''6eot over 50% in spite of the fact, hat soil'"

eroaion was continually developing to count e ra c t vth eee

improvements.

(3) The defects in the methods of farming and the great

stock losses have been el1mitUlted to a considerable extent.

Fencing eliminated stock theft; impi.elllents and machinery

served to save time, effective remedies were found for stock

diseases, effective ways were found 'to deal with scab and

locusts; the destructive herds of game were practically killed

off; sheds were built to shelter stock from intense cold,

Fermin-proof' fencing eliminated the buge losses of sheep and

goats killed off by the jackal, and at the same time reduced

drought Loaaea ; ,J;'rovision of fodder for stock in times ,of

scarcity further hell?ed to reduce drought los see. Similarly

value of labour and capital; and hence 1t.becameprof1table 

to inore",se the amount ot' labour and capital used and to 

dearE:/,;\se the amount ot land used. Thus more labour 

and capita.l were applied wi th the results that (l) 'Ihe quality 

of stook in the division were improved.' 'lhe wool yield per 

sheep e.g. wae inoreased frollt 2tlbs.average 1n 1865 to 

8.4 lbs.in1927-'28. 

(2) The carrying capacity of the soil was' improved, by 

irrigation, f anaing and paddoaking ,provision of more wat or 

for stock shorter distanoes apart and reduotion in the amount 

of' cattle, from 1.06 sheep per morgen in ·1865 to 1.67 in 1925; 
, 

thus an inere,neof ovtr 50% in apite of the fl;le1: ,hat soil'· 

eroeion was oontinually developing to counteract·.these 

improvements. 

(3) The defeats in the methods of farming a.nd the great 

stock losses hlivebeen eliminated to a considerable extent. 

Fencing elil'tlinat",d stock theft; impite1l1ents and machinery 

aerved to eave time, effective remedies were found for stock 

diseases, effective ways were found to deal with ecab and 

locusts; the destructive herds of game were praotically killed 

off; shede were built to shelter stock from intense cold, 

Fermin-proof fencing eliminated the liuge loases of sheep and 

goats killed off by the jackal, and a.t the same time reduced 

drought lossee., ,l;'rov1eion of fodder for stook in times .01' 

soaroity further helped to reduce drought loesee. Similarly 
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were reduoed from 1,169 ,in 189.4-'95 to :only 90 ill 1925-26;

and oattle from 2,368 to 1,116. lhe gr~at drought of 1926-'27

10 ook a oomparati ve1y heavy toll in out 10 le, but not e.v en as

many as in 1923-'24, when the drought was less severe.

Between 14 and 20 per oent of stook died during the 1919

drought, and all farmers suffered losses, yet, in spite

of the fact that the 1927 drought was so. severe: that the.

division,was proclaimed a drought-stricken area, only 52%

of the farms reported losses as re:su1tof the drought £110'£111.(1)

The position has thero::t'ore improved oonsiderably even during

the last dec ad e ,

(4) Transport costs were red~oed and markets were found for

the district's produce.

isolated from the rest

The .d iatric~ \'fas formerly praotically

of the world but ultimately came into
." ,

010 ae touch with it s markets yt.11oh \ the r",sult tna 10 be tter
, \~.

PI'ioes were obtained for its prod uo e , and pr ioes of oommodi ties

needed in ,the district W~ re reduoed to the e xent .that the

tra nep 01'10 became cheaper. Although, thus , the coa tof liVing

generally steadily increased during the last 60 yeara,this

inorease Waa le aa than in pr opor 10 ion 10 0 the .rise in pr ioe

of agri oultural produce and inoreused the: balanoe in favour

of the farmer.

As a result, we find that the aYerage size of

farms in the district dec r e aaed to aliout tot' their original

were reduoed from 1,169 ,in 189.4-'95 1;0 :only 90 in 1925-26; 

and oattle from 2,368 to 1,116. 1he gr~at drought of 1926-'27 

t oak Ii oomparati vely heavy toll in oat t Ie. but not ~ven as 

many as in 1923-'24, when the drought was 1esB severe. 

Between 14 and 20 per oent of stook died during the 1919 

drought, and all farmers suffered losses, yet. in spite 

of the fact that the 1927 drought WaS so, sever~ 1Ohl;l'l; the,' 

division '!ILlS prcclaimed a drought-stricken area, only 152% , 

of the farms repcrted losses us result of the drought a1;'a11.(1) 

The po sit ion ha s the r"fore improved ° Dns ider Otbly even dUX'ing 

the last decade. 

(4) Transport costs were red\1oed and marketewere found for 

the district's produce. The d1etric~ \!,;I:I formerly practically 

iaolated from the rest of the world but ultimately came into 
"' , 

010 se touc:h with it s markets 1IJ'-Hh \ the r",sul t tha t be tter 
, \~. 

prices were obtained for its produoe, and prioea of oommodities 

needed 11'1 ,the district we re reduced to the e:ltent ,that the 

tl'ansp ort becClme cheClper. Although, thus. the COll tof living 

generally ste<ldi1y inoreused during the l'-lst 60 years, _ this 

increase was less than in proportion to the _rise in price 

of agr1 cultural produoe and increuaed thE: balance in favour 

of the farmer. 

As a l'tsult, we :I:'ind th"t the average size of 

farms 1n the district deoreased to auout t of their original 



(I)
The csain obJe6t. ot the 'thu1a. which 18 to .hOVl'

thl.lt the. proc,e8 ot develo~nt 1n Alber' wal If .. gradual

1nore... ee in the uj,lplloliUon ot lubour ~nd cupUal, ¥nd an
. . \

U"c0li1~l.lnYln8 decrtuU! in dzell unO. riDE: in thc:Yuluc at turm..

bcoaU80 thtl umount at land 1. limited. while capi tal Ubd

lubour an not limited in th1n WbY,to Ma \herct01"Cl been

fAttalned.

Ano\:hfor purl/alilo ot tho theaiu 18 "to 1nvcoUgot.c 10.0

the »o~a1'bllU'y ot turther 1I1hadtioaUon ot ;.gr1cul turc

in Albert 1n the tut.ure." in ot.her WOrdD. how ou.n the

proceeo ot awl1cu Uon of Ulore and more lubour uno. oepHal,

on bu l.It1d 1t I!l8 lund be. curried on in the future? The

anowc:r. to \hiD quoet1on oan be INUl\'!led up ue tol1ow ••

(1) 111<: qualU)' ot eheo.v ahould be improved unO. out. UCl

ohoulc1 D(J improved and ut the .. ~ume '1me r~duc4Hl in numbU'.

(2) To lnorcaoc the OUr1')'1n6 ca.lfUc1t~Yt CQuaea ot eoll erodoD

Qua t be Q topped to operate and eroded 0011 ohoulo. be rtl6alnc...l,

und fAn .,at of .l:'4irl1ament should be puaeed to that etteot.

Paddcoke ehould be ClI4de emaller, and the dhtanou e~ook lave

to cover to drinking placce reduced b,y the provision of

more wa'er. lrri~Uon should be extended and ehoull1

bo made primarily to provide todderfor aloak.

(3) lUBkl ot II tock 1080&0 should bo reduced by 'the stoppage

of overotooklng, .oienUllc doa1~ to prevent 1"iJtller than

our, d1oelil.s(:8 lAnd u tur ther ax t.end on ot the atcPG plr eud)'

taken to "educe theae < loues. In addUlon un .AO' ehould

. (I) Su AI.21

IDa ob :I. 
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be paesed to enforce ex t e r mtnat Lon of the blue1'lies. Farmers

should join the co~oper~tive society, the Farmers' Assooiation,

where they can discuss their difficulties and jcintly puzzle

out the b c s t steps to be taken to l' emedy the se.

(4) ImProvl:;a Lmp Le me n t e ana tn ach Lnery should be used to

save l~bour expena e e , ll\~rmers ahou l d consider for themselves

whether it would not ce more profitable to use auto~power

instead of an tma Ls ro r draught !JOWer.

(5) If the f urme r s an convinced that co~oper<itive marketing

should be instituted they should chanee the present system

of co-'o1lerution so as to come into direct touch with their

or go. n I s uti on.

It is a healthy sign that improvements are in many

cases developing in the right direction, and the general

oPinioJI)t1;lat the district is economically in a very sound

p oa I t f on and is rapidly developing is borne out by the fact

that in svite of reductions in taxation the revenue collected

from the dhtrict in recent years continued to increOlse. lzJ

The figures for 1928'!!"~9 are not yet ava Hable, but the

collectors t information is that a record sum was yielded.

- - - - -

(.) Bank .Manager a , Att or neya , Businessmen, Govt. De pa r tmen t e
",nd Furmers I Evidence. ,

(%) See Table" pp. XXXII ~ XXXIII.·
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whether it would notoe morE: profitable to uee auto-power 
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(5) If the fUr'mel'S arE:: convinoed thut co-oper<itive u1IlI.rketing 

should be instituted they should ohanee the present system 

of co...'oJ,lE:rution so CIS to come into direottouch with their 

orga nis u t 10n. 

It is a hEalthy Bign thut improvements are in many 

clHles developing in the right direction, and the general 

oPinioJI)tl).ut the distriot is economically in a very sound 

iJosition and is rapidly dev~loping 1s borne out by the fact 

thCl t in s J,lit e of rtJdu c ti ona in taxa t i on thE: revenue collec t cd 

from the dhtrict in recent years continul::d to incr€;ase. (2) 

The f1gurt;s for 1928<!'~9 are not yet ava Hable. but the 

collectors' information i.e that a record sum was yielded • 

... - - - -
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(~ See Ta.ble' pp. XXXII - XXXIII •. 



Ji.ND IN RELJl.T!01L.J0I.. SOME 1'..J3LES

THE CORRllSPOIIDnm FIGURES FOR THE

CAPE COLONY.....!illfJ 1'HE UNION OF sourR ,.lJ'RIC,l..

JlLBERT. 

J~ND IN RELil.~'IOLJ'O(. SOMl!J :;"....J3LES 

THE cOruglSPOll1mm )j'IGURES FOR THE 

CAFE COLONY ~ :I.'HE UNION OF SOU-fR ,.lJ'RIC.\.. 
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0.44 2.314.2'1'~.o3 14.51
3.87 1.52 0.92 I :!-~ _2.4.• 21'
0.22 0.18 0.39 1.56 8.15
1.56 0.60 0.S7 1.65 2q.68
0.07 .1.39 )..02 0.71,; 13.9~-:"
1.07 1.67 £.21 O· 20.66
0.15 0.05. 0.05 3.4~ 14.66
:3.34 1.87 1.110 16.13
0.54 2.16

1
1.80 0 11.18

. 0.2J. 1.42. 2.013/ J..aO iJ..33
0'~'9. ;;.40 I 0.90 1.66 11.,S

0.77, ,0 '.. ' 1.23 0.11 15.47
3.95 0.15.0.15l 1.50 20.26
o 0 '. 1.16 0.00) ·8 •.61
0.30 0.05· 0.52 0.913,1 l5.11
U.06,l..30.. 2.70 2.411 19.~1.

00.03 '3.02 '0.8~: .7.09
o . :.0.:30 1.470.:38' 15.46

. 2'.05 ·0.S6 2.25 3.6e; 20.40

I0.4.5 . 0.3~. 1.67, 1..4e 28.63.,
0.66 .0.41' S.47 ().~~ . 10.10

I 0 ·1.99 0.29 2.4;; 1l~2D

o
0.22
0.14
o
0.01
0.156
o
0.03
O.:U
o
0.41
0.08
O. J. J.
c
o.ee
1.05
o.
0.16
;0

:0.34­
0.10
0.14
,0.4.4
0.02
O.O~

0.41
o
o
o
0.06
0.95
o
0.42
1.40
0.61
0.07
o
0.24
O.3tl

0.19
1.15
0.30
o
o
0.1'7
o
0.23
0.45
iO•13
/0. ti~

.36 I .30 .•22, \

0.71
0.16
0.40
0.36
0.72
0.40
o
1.60
0.29
0.72
0.67
0.28
0.:12
o
0.30
o
0.10
o
0.07
0.53
1.25
0.2:2
o
0.10
c

June

, '.90

Apr. ! Jlay
I

2.'76
o
4.11
O.Od
O,g?
1.61
4.80
1.64
1.02

1.27 1.16
0.61 0.69
1.14 1.6l)
0.12 ' ' 0.78

'3.92 2.58
0.63 0.48
1.93 3.68
<l.76 0.01
2.42 0.77
2.30 0.14
0.67 0.70
0.82 1.28
.0.a9 J..29
2.24 0.66

0.9\5 0.~2

.0 1.25
0.30 •
0.30
0.98
0.02
0.76
0.15
2.43

1
0.11
C,' ;::l)

Kar..1eb.,Tan.

. ,

0.11 jO.97 0

t~g .1'O;8~ t3~
~.lO \ 1.74 0.86
2.16 (:5081 3.07
1.0'4 ) 0.2(1 1.08
4.55 14.42 ·6.87
2.41 I 4.~6 '.' 1.12
3.44 11.79 '4.79
0.66 4.68 .' 1.86
0.923.44 ·2.73
0.541.55 ,2.13
2.44 0.45 O.J.O
0.90 0.40 1·.88
2.42 4.02 4~~5

2.06 1.13'i,?85
() 0.403.00

1.80 5.96' b.O
0.03 Z.27' 4.27
0.99 0.97· 0.13
4.60 3.42 " :::.16
2.17 O.79,7.0S
2.2i 6.02' 8.21

:g:ff ~:~Z "~:2~
'; ', .

, '

Tea~

1903
1lil~

),90)

l~06
1907
1lil06
1909
U10
1911
1912
).111;,
1014
1015
:lG10
1917

1918
1910

,/1.920
,1."'21
1922

~
923
024
i20
926

:J.927

. '

tl) 1I.ag1a\ruh'e"O:f:Hoe Reoord Book, Venterstad •.' ,

(IiJAVf.;rl..t.'{f; ,Ilrwual Raintall Btlrgheredorp (Teare 1914-1928 I 111 ,1.7.45"
I . . . -.. .. - - -



1.16

(I) District Record Book ill Magie tr at e 's Office.

1927__ 4.07.:.- .::.- _

-
"

Year Jan-March April-June July ""Sept Oct-Dec. Total

1903 1.00 3.14 0.41 1.93 6.56
..

1904 5 .99 1.45 0.34 1.80 9.58

1905 '1.32 3.19 2.14 2.92 12.57

1906 4.70 1.26 0.44 8.11 14.52

190'1 9.04 7.22 3.94 4.01 24.21

19C8 2.88 1.41 1.73 2.13 8.15
, .

19G9 15.84 5.61 1.56 2.67 25.68

1910 7.99 2.27 0.52 3.16 13.94

1911 10.02 3.4.8 2.78 4.38 20.66

lSlt: 7.19 ; 3.16 0.76 3.55 14.66

1vi ~1 7.09 2.2q :;.82 2.98 16.13

1914 4..~2 2.38 0.62 3.96 11.18

1915 2.99 2.50 0.56 5.28 n.33

1\ll6 3.23 2.90 0.64 4.96 11.n,

1\:)17 10.69 1.62 1.82 1.34 15.47

1918 11.06 1.25 6.1[, 1.eO 20.26

1919 3.49 3.16 O.~O 1.66 8.61

19lGO 12.76 0.30 . 0.50 1.55 15.11

1921 7.57 5.16 0.06 6.52 19.31

1922 2.09 0.61 0.51 3.88 7.09
I

1923 10.23 2.98 0.10 2.15 15.46

1924 9.99 1.88 2.<12 6.11 20.40

1925 lG.52 7.23 1.32 3. 5~. 28.61

1926 3.71 1.85 0.81 3.73 lO.lO

, • 4.70 11.20



(I) MONTIILY ~I:NFALL .....T BURGl:iERSDORP GAOL, in Inches. VIII

Ye

19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19

,

ar . .Tan. ::i?eb. ~r • Aprl. llay June July lAug. Sept. Oct. Nov • Dec. Total

14 0.66 1.88 3.84 0.45 1.63 0.63 0 0.,*-7 0.22 2.86 ;;:.28 3.49 18.41
15 6.87 2.83 0.43 1.02 2.03 0.63 0.16 0.50 0.49 2.27 2.22 0.92 20.37
16 2.73 1.11 3.55 1.83 1.50 0 0.38 0 0.37 3~0 1:.51 3.40 19.38

3.76 5.69 5.05 1.25 0.45 10 • 55 0.33
.

2.01 1.05 0.70 1.17 3.14 25.1517
Ib 4.66 2.39 6.12 0 1.91 0 1.13 1.57 1.62 1.09 .0.42 1.84 22.75
1':) 0.40 V.58 2.53 1.71 O· 0.21 0.39 1.30 1.50 0 1.52 0.67 10.81
;.:0 2.24 5.82 3.02 0 0.76 0.03 0 0 1.70 0.32 0.66 0.64 15.19
21 0.45 3.38 5.0'1 Ce38 0.20 0 0 0 0 0.85 1.62 2.15 14.07
22 1.88 1.21 0.36 0.17 0.25 0.96 0.91 0.77 0.29 0.79 4.51 1 0 •4 4 12.54
23 3.65 3.36 1.67 0.67 1.42 1.21 0.37 0.19 0.10 0.33 ! 0.97 . 1.76 15.70
24 2.16 0.94 6.84 1.20 0 0.08 0.20 0.18 . 1.93 0.88 1.69 2.01 ia.ri
25 2.22 ,>.66 8.<11 4.95 2.69 0 0.37 0.50 0 0.45 2.90 0.09 28.05
26 ' 1.92 ().38 1.47 1.58 0.97 0.35 O. 0 0.84 0.15 ",.45 2.29 12.40
2'7 2.05 1.60 3.45 0.68 0 o. 0.83 0.40 0 2.0 11• 5 6 2.92 15.48
28 ",.16 1.23 1.05 1.30 0 0 0 10.33 2.36 1.15 3.53 2.20 17.31

(\),J.U.illT;;.RLY lidIllFALL .iI' BURGHERSDCRP G.n.OL

(, F~gures supplHd by Burghersdorp Gaoler.

Year .Ta n-Mar ch April-June July -SE;.iJt. Oct -lJEcemb t.r. Total

1914 6.38 2.71
.

0.69 8.63 18.41
1915 10.13 3.68 1.15 5.41 20.371916 7.39 3.33 0.75 7.91 19.381917 14.50 2.25 3.39 . 5.01 25.151918 13.17 1.91 4.32 3.35 22.751919 3.51

.
1.92 3.19 2.19 10.611920 11.08 0.79 1.70 1.62 15.191921 8.87 0.58 0 4.62 14.071922 3.45 1.38 1.97 5.74 12.541923 8.68 3.30 0.66 3.06 15.701924 9.94 1.28 2.31 4.58 18.111925 15.29 7.64 0.87 4.25 28.051926 3.77 2.90 0.84 4.89 12.401927 7.10 0.68 1.23 6.48 15.49

1928 6.44 1.30 2.69 6.88 17.31
I)



(a)
GaOL - h;riods of J!'ive years.

•

.57

.41

.57

.22

.63

PE:.riod Jan. :l!'eb. Mar. Apr • JoIay June July :./Ulg Sept. Oct. ;"l!ioil. De

0 1907 6_83 9.59 8.71 7.06 6.86 2.34 0.417 0.37 6.43 5.93 6.25 6
0 1912 12.59 15.61 15.72 7.94 4.08 2.n 3.38 0.90 3.07 3.94 4.54 7
.0 1917 7.32 9.91 9.09 5.77 4.25 1.62 0.85 1.46 5.15 7.85 7.10 .3
0 1922 "'.'10 11.73 20.34 6.93 2.85 0.70 1.62 1.G4 4.36 1.58 7.61 6
0 1927 9.48 12.22 22.82 10~04 3.45 1.47 1.3'> 1.33 3.1~ 3.45 8.15 8

('" ) See Illustration in GrGlph. llo.~ ,

19m t
1908 t
1913 t
1918 t
1923 t

/a.) Q.Uil.RTERLY ful,INFALL ss VEllTERST...D - Periods of five years. lb)

Period Jan-1iarch April-June July-Sept. Oct-Dec. 'Iota1 for
e ach period

1903-1907 25.13 16.26 7.27 18.77 67.43
1908-1913 ~3.92 14.93 7.35 15.89 83.09
1913-1917 28.22 11.64 7.46 18.52 65.84
1918-1922 3'1.97 10.48 7.52 15.(1 70.38
I92l!l-1927 44.52 15.21 5.81 20.23 85.77

(b) See illustration in Graph page. rrr

(I) See Table pg. t5 for Source of Informa t I on ,
(2) See 1'abh m.1fj! for Source of .I.nformation.



~ 1WliTHLY lL~n,'-'F~ ~1' BURGH:EP.SDOHP

IX Cont Lnued ,

GAOL- Periods of Jl'ive Years(t}

~

j

PE.:riod Jan. Fl;b. },fur. Apr. ...ay June JUI;)j AUg ii€,Pt Oat. llIov• };ea.

.4-i918 18.68 13.90 18.99 4.55 7.52 1.81 2.0J4.55 3.75 9.92 7.60 12.79

.9-1923 8.62 14.35 12.66 2.93 2.63 2.41 1.6? 2.26 3.59 2.29 9.38 5.06
:·1-1928 tW.51 8.81 21.22 9.71 3.66 0.43 .1.4 1.41 5.13 4.63 1:G.13 10.32

-, , 1---- -
.: "'-' f

.~-1928 ~9.81 ,37.06 52.87 1l7.1~ 13.81 4~651 5.0~ 8.22 ~2.47 16.84 29.01 28.17

AV€:!'uge

1.1510.92::
; ,

0.5510.83.o.:on thly. 2.65 2.47 3.52 0. 3 1 1 0. 341 1.12 1.93 1.88. j , i..

1S.
19
19

IV

(IlSee Illustration in Uraph p.r
(D) Q,udHT}.RLY H....nm'1LL AT HUR&liEHSDORP GAOL- Per iods of five hr.,r{.l}

Per i.cd , Jan -.I'l.1a roo. Apr il-iune July-Sept. oct-Dec. Tota 1 for
each period

1914-1918 51.57 14.88 10.30 30.31 107.06
1919-1923 35.59 7.97 7.52 17.23 68.31
19:::4-1928 42.54 13.60 7.94 2~.09 91.37

(.I) See Illustr"tion in Graph Uo.ll1

(~ See Table pags ~
~ See ra bl€ pag e. m



AREA OF LAKD AND ll"UlffiER OF LIV]:;.oTOCK n; .t>L3ERT.

YEar. arEa in
1i:orgEn

:Liules
.liorstl &:.

ass(;s

I \iool I
.;&t t Ie she ep

Air i -i Allg­
can lora

I
sheep gQ<.ts

Other
goats

611301 5165
483348 6232
604839 21723
382421 8487
330730 I 8090
495630 12932
259645 4'>244
487765 81898
409386 IIBD32

Deneue 186&;
GWBUS 1875

C1
GenBUs 189t;)
31 .15/1894 f.t:
31 /5/ 189~
31 /5/ 189~

<olj?l'il 1904~
II 1907'"

7 /5/ 19'~~
Dec.l9l,,":

5 /5/ 1915t
30 /4/ rsa \1i,'
30 /4/ 192~
30 /4/ 1921M

j() /4/ 192'

31 /8/ 1923~
31 /8/ 1924
;:;1 /8/ 1925'
31 /8/ 1926
,n /8/ 192~1
;)1 /8/ 192t1'<1

1006768
959196
803586"
803586Jr

80358611

b
b
b
o

585590b
b -
b

650211b
b -
b
b
b
b

669660b
701174c

15134
12111
15843

9647
10074
10102

2879

6450

6570
?l89
5118
5169
5543
5345
5093
5000
5195

d

291 32018
282 43870
519 44559
331 30621
409 32489
336 23933
657 26947

356 35566

WI 47609
621 50055
848 362<J.6

1099 35902
139.7 40352
1757 39403
19 ..3 38556
2225 35607
2121 37485

d 30497
- 27275

354015
3':;4820
343980
410301
412302
425254
429118
528350
598154
575080
617996

31010
41030
31'190
12539
37748
27371
21577

6144
'8390
8840

10788

549
28709
rJ1633
~5921
r*2082
P3332
15 91 9 7
~9498

7213
\I­

3558
3260
1940
15'>0
1128

730
687
593
354
151
258

28950
37402
14224

7712
7258
1896
9410
7610

13431

3944
4840
3320
4478
5807
5011
3\136
3458
3210
1906
2099

384
1440
1313
1619
3081
1812

7C9

947

121 4 7
12410

977
779

, ~139
657
542
696
824
439
396

.•86
815

,824
840

1011
912

3M2
4958
1994
2410
1320
1188
1022

512
349
154
175

d

1.06
1.11 '
1.59
1.01
0.99
1.52,
1.07'

1.57

1.46
1.6
1.25
1.33
1.45
1.44
1.4
1.52
1.67
1.54 g

i
I

I

I
I

If: Given as 2660 sq. miles. (f) Cape Bluebooks of titatlStics for re ap ec t Ive year-a
(.%) Cape Statistical Registers for Re ape c t Iv e yEars. l") ce naus Repart191I
l~ Annual AgricuItur&l Census REPorts for Respective Years.
15) Figures supplied by Depa r rment of Census & Statistics. Pretoria.
{fJ Stat istica1 Year-Book of the Union No.2. 1913- 1914 . . "

b , . 'lio change of boundary be tween 1898 and 1927; and these different morg enage s given
aLl. stand for 1958 sq. miles given in the same issues. All taken as 591,500 mozg e w
in ca LcuLa t i ng sheep per morgen. ,

c. AltJert divided into two districts, but 196 sq. miles added to the whole area from

ILl CI."lt:. ~l:~~;:L.~e':~.~~~EE.:._~).l:1!._~~:~~:~~-,u~:~~f~~_~:~c::~:~ion;-thoughasses



, I ,
I

Afri-
Yt;",r saddle Draught lI:ult;s Draught lUlch '1/001 can Swine Goat

Horses Horfl e s .oxen Cows shc<:,p she c P

£ .. "'5. £. <1 £. s. a. £. a , d. £. a. d. s. Cl s. u ~ s. d. s. du. S. d...

1865 18. O. 0 15. O. 0 18. O. 0 7.10. 0 10. O. 0 12. 0 13. 6 2.10. 0 9.0
1868 7.10. 0 7.10. 0 10. O. 0 5. O. 0 2.15. 0 6. 6i - 2. O. 0 8.0
1869 10. O. 0 10. O. 0 10. O. 0 5. O. 0 -3. O. 0 1 2. O. 0 8. 06. 61 -
1870 10. O. 0 10. O. 0 10. O. 0 5. O. 0 3. o 0 ,5. 0 - 1.10. 0 7. 6•
IB7l 15. O. 0 15. O. 0 15. 0.- O. 8. O. 0 5. O. 0 110. 0 12. 6 3. O. 0 7. 6
1872 20. O. 0 20. O. 0 18. O. O. 10. O. 0 5. O. 0 15. 0 112. 6 3. o. 0 10. 0
1873 30. O. 0 30. O. 0 30. O. 0 12. O. 0 10. O. 0 lb. 0 16. 0 3.10. 0 12. 0
1875 30. O. 0 30. O. 0 25. O. 0 In O. 0 10. O. 0 18. 0 20. 0 4. O. 0 20. 0....
1876 15. O. 0 1" O. 0 20. O. 0 8. O. 0 6 • O. 0 15. 0 18. 0 1. 7. 6 7. 6....
~877 20. O. 0 20. O. 0 25. o. 0 6. O. 0 5. v. a 12. 0 - - 1.10. 0 10. 0
1878 15. O. 0 22.10. 0 20. O. 0 8. O. 0 7.10. 0 18. 0 20. 0 1. 8. 0 10. 0
1879 18. O. 0 20. O. 0 20. O. 0 10. O. 0 9. O. 0 12. 6 18. 0 15. 0 10. 0
1880 15. O. 0 15, O. 0 - - 9. 0. 0 8. O. 0 13. 7 18. 0 3. O. 0 12. 0
1881 25. o. 0 25. O. 0 15. O. 0 10. O. 0 8. O. 0 10. 0 16. 0 3. O. 0 12. 0
1882 20. O. 0 25.0. O. 20. O. 0 9. O. 0 7. O. 0 lb. 0 18. 0 3. O. 0 g. 0
1883 15. o. 0 15. O. 0 16. O. 0 7. O. 0 5. O. 0 12. 0 18. 0 3. O. 0 10. 0
1884 15. U. 0 12.10.. 0 16. O. 0 5. O. 0 5. O. ° 12. 0 16. 0 3. O. 0 10. 0
1885 12.16. 0 12.10. 0 15. O. 0 6. O. 0 5. O. 0 12. 6 12. 0 1. O. 0 7. 6

(I) AVM."GE MtillKE'.£ VaLUE OF STOGK IN GJU'E COLONY :?OR SOllE OF llillSE Y~hB.S

1865 15. c, 3 ,11.10. 0 13.~. 9 6. 3. 1 ·6.10. 0 12. 51 11• 7 11.15.10 10.11••
I1870 12.18.9 10. 6.10 10.18.0 4.18. 0 5. 3. 3 7. 6 8. 4t 1.13. 0 8.3i

1872 18. 2.7t: 15. 7.10 15. 5. ~ 8. 3. 8 7.10. 5 14. 4 11. 9t 1.12. 0 11.3
1874 27. 4.2 24. 6. 3 23. 8. 4 11. 9. 0 10.17. 0 17. 7 17. 5 2.14 .10 15.0
1876 22.14. 9 19.15. 0 21. 3. 0 8.19;9 9. 7. 6 16. 5 17. 1 2. 5. 1 15.7
1877 22. 6. 0 19.18. 0 19. 5. 0 7.17. 8 7HO.10 17. 3 17. 0 1.18. 3 14.2
1880 23. 6. 0 22. 2. 6 22. 8. 0 9. O. 0 9. 5. 0 18. 7 22. 7 12. 2. 7 18.0
1882 22. 9. 0 21.14. 6 21. 9. ° 9. 2. 6 9. O. 6 19. 6 21. 3 2. 5. 9 18.5
1883 20. 1. 0 19.15. 2 lB.17. 0 7.17.10 8. 3. 1 17. 5 20. 3 2.11. 9 16.8
1884

I
16.14. 0 15.18. 0 I 15. O. 0 6.10. 6 7. 6. 9 16. 0 I? 2 2. O. 0 14.6

1885 13.10. 0 11. 3. 01 11. o. 0 6. 5. 0 7. 5. 0 15. 9 17. :3 2. 1. 6 13.9

(,) Cape Bluebooks of St",t I at i c s for the rt, ape ct ive ye",rs.



.xIII

PASTORaL PRCDUCTION IN ALBERT (Farms Only)

!
I Lbs. FI lb. I

Year Lb a , We. NO.j :No. I Ostr Lcr 1010 Lbs. Lblii los. Farm
Wool 11Chuir Hide skinsl fl.u"t- Oil. t t _,,:,r Tallow soap chelse Bacon

t
h~"". Ham

1865 ('J 1314007 - 50 6372 - 2330 14859 13320 - ~

1875 Col 1345655 - - - - - - ~ - -
1891 u' 2648252 106636 1799 92329 802 67128 92382 84~78 1H -

31/b/18~~ 1648186 81.'787 - - 487 64580 - - 301 -
31/5/189 1788396 101545 - - 693 14485Z 10815
3~/3/bR4(2 14~1189 86395 1427 37581 862t 50736 20575 37703 1000

1911 CJ 2461576 42059 558 75499 2488 242576 25005 46117 62601 -
~ ~17~191s'41 2343200 1110011005 48737 - 326300 41800 40300 .5800
919-19~~ 2170640 5250 ' - - 825 110046 - - - 9981

~~20-192 2203900 8500 1469 42866 1163 163100 - - 1200 3200
9a-192~· 2759880 2100 - - 915 272880 - - 20 5780

~922-19~j" 2646283 1767 - - aq7 231846 - - - 12007
923-1924Z 2556176 1076 - - 3?8 170574. - - 1269 7770

~924-192:f 2840821 1080 778 36228 04 182357 - 9 109M

~~ 925-1"~~ 3247780 439 1019 I 37131 37 189521 26041 50876 - - 9675
1926-192 36ti24l2 122 - i - - 139053 - - 150 -

I

(I) Cape llluebooks-Annua1 (1) Annua~ C"pe S"tatistical Registers
1.3) 1911 :::ensus Hepor"t ~) annuar AgriCUltural Census reports ofcthe Union.
~July to -:1flne ~Ailay to April ;&-Sixteen months of ~y to Aug; -Sept to August

No. of Sheep Shorn and Wool obtained.

Oheep Lb.
JjrJ.

LambS Lb. Wool Sheep Total hvera
sho :ttl Lb a , wool shorn wool per & Lambs wool wool·

wool ,sRH", lamb shorn Lbs.
1926- 127" ._-----~

Albert 409808 32810231 8 83622 366104. 4.4 493430 3662~12 7.42
union

II II :~ 116:>::.>633 8071078 6.9 - - 3.9 - - 6.5
albert 1927-'2 i54087 3805352 8.4 115546 478688 4.1 . 569635 4284040 7.556

--
:If. Figures from AgriCUltural Census Report (4IFi[;Ures SUPPlied by Dept. of Census

& statistics and include area added to Albert from co Le aberg and .::;teynsburg
T ..... r.'V'"TO ...... l' ....po ,a~Q ......... ;,C'O



(I)
..

AVERAGE MARI9J..-tr VALUE OF PaSTORt1L PRoroC]) IN ALB]~RT

. .. .' ,

. "

Year Washed unvaened but.ter 'lal- clot/. p lii<lf;. a sheep G:oat Bk1.na
wool wool, lb. low lb. (;uoh skins each

ihb. lb. lb. each
-~--_.

d. d. s.· d. d.6. d. s. c. a. a. Ci. s. a. d. s.
1865 lot 6 1. 6 7 7 1" 0 1. 0 2. 0",.

1868 5 3 1. 0
~t

6 10. 0 .6 9
IB69 6 it 1. 0 6 10. 0 .6 . 1.- 0
1870 6 1. '7 6 6 10. 0 0 1 •. 0
1871 1. 2 2. 6 6 10 10. 0 . 6 1. 6
1873 1. 0 7 3. 3 a 10 20. 0 1. 0 1. f:)

1874 Ji 2. 0 7t 2. 6 6 1.6 18. 0 1. 0 5 .. 0
·1875 11 '7 1 .. 6 s 9 ~ - 1. 0 2. 6

1876 1. 2.
~t

1. 6 6 . . '9 10. 0 1. 0 1• 0
1877 1. 3 1. a 6 5 lb. 0 s 1. 0
1878 at 6 1. 6 .. :3 6 10. 0 9 1. a
18'7':J 9 bot 1. 0 5 6 1" 6 1. 0 1. 6....
WBO 10 1 6 1. ti 6 6 i a. c 1. :3 2. 6
1881 11 : 6 2. a :5 6 10 .. 0 1 ..' 0 1. 6
lBU2 1. 8 6i- 1. 6 :3 6 10. 0 1. 0 1.' 6
1883 1. 0 5 1. e 6 G 7. 6 1 .. 6 1. 3
1884 - - 4 2. 0 6 6 8. 0 1. 9 2. 0
web 9 3t 1. 6 G 6 7. a 1 .. :3 1. 6

(I) AV~Ri,GE l'WlKE1' VAlliE OF PJ-.S'lORJu. PRODUCE IN CaPE COLOhY

1865 1. 0

~t
1. 8 7 '8 18.3 1. o .. 2. 0

1870 9 1.
~t ~

6;- 13.1-t lei 1. 11
1873 1.

~t
2. 9t 24.6i' 1.71 3 .. Oi

lS7b 1. 7 2. 1 10 9 22.9 1. S 3 •. 0
187t.i 1. 2 6i 1. 9t st at 22.~ 1. 5 ' . 4j..::..
18'78 1. ot 6 2.' 2 'S

~f
18.0 1. 1t 2. 2

11:.,81 1. 0 ~. ~. 2 8 16.2 1. 5 2. 4
i se ~'\ l~

;t 'J it
~t

7t 13.11t l i:
5-:t 2. 04t h·

1880 I 1. ~ 6 12.9 5 1. 11

- r

(I) cape Bluebooks of Sttotietica for the rea l:lecti ve yEar s.

Jl! High!; at indiVidual district's av er<tt;e price in the Colony in 1874

, .



I
(.) A:YJfEl>GE w.RKli."T PR1CE FOR PASTORAL PRODUCE IN ALBERT

•
'iell'r Washed unwaeheQ llut- Hid ea Soa}) Xallow Sheep- Goatskin.

wool wool. ter eaoh lb. lb. skins ea oh,
lb. lb. lb. each
d. -- s. d. 0.. d. -d. a. o. B. U. s. d.

ov.1886 12 4. 1. 0 10. 0 4 6 1. 0 1. 6
t1 1887 9 3! 10 8. 6 6 4 1. 3 1. 6
II .1888 12 5 9 10. 0 5 5 1. 0 1. 3
u- 1889 10 ti 1. a 111. a 6 5 1. 6 1. 6
II 18\10 6

4t
1. 0 /..:.. 6 (j 5 1. 6 1. 9

11 1891 10 1. 0 10. 0 6 5 1. s 1. 6

N

e,l AVER1IGE MARKET PRICE FOR PASTOR"L PRODUCE IN CAPE COLONY KIf

III21514.1 lJNov. 88 3. • •
1889 1 t, __

~t
1. 4 15. :3 5t 6 2. 6 2. 0

len ~i
1. 0 13.10 5t 5 1. 5 1.10

1894 . 4. 1. 2 10. 0 ;J 5t 1. 3 1. 5
1897 8 4 1. 5-f 10. 7 7 1. It 1. 7t
1899 13 7 1. 5 16. 0 b 8 1.10 2. 4
1901 8f 4.t 1. 0 19. 7 9i 7t 1. 8 2. 1
1903 10 ti 1. \I :::;u. 2 ti 10 1.loi 2. 4
1905 18

..
1. 4. 19. 4 bi- S 1.10 2. 2~

1907 14 7 1. 31 20. ~ 5-i Of 2. 1 2. 4t

(I) Cape ::Jtat1atical Hegiaters tor respective years. Later
district details than 1891 are not obtainable.

]Ii Hardly any wo 01 in .tUbert was washed before it wall Ilold.

~ This includell Native Territories. Average prices tor Colony
proptr, excluding the e e territoriee were about 10;; higher
according to the pub Lda her s of the Regieterll •

•



EXTENT OF· UN]) IIi il.LB1J:RT UNDEll CULTIV..1'IQN & IllliIGi~TION.

MORGEN

Jt: I Total
Yeur Vihea t Luce rn e Othel' Orch-I Vine~ under under .Il.dditi ona L

...gri. u rd a cul ti- 1rr1- lrI'1ca ble.
,,"nnR vut inn ",,,tion

(1)1865 1338 - 508 68 1::? 1926 - -
(')1875 510 - 1550 107 8 2205 - -
(:\891 - - - - - - - 4448..

\1)1904 - - - - - - 3678t -
(~)1911 2508 778 1852 460 11 5609 4878 -

1917-19118 6267 1104. 4341 685 2 15159~ 7645 2500
,

1920-1921 4122· 1043 3481 760 1 13295!! 4083 2553

1924-1925 4962 1377 4623 - - - - -
1925-1926 6323 1~90 4094 427 2 1396311: 5850 2809

a u
l102 I1926-1927 2896 - - - - - -

. ,

,

a - The Table here on~ gives areas r eaped , not those fed off; so
thut totals cannot be calculated.

11; Includes land thut were lying fallow thr cugno ut those y ea re , to
extent of respectively 2.992. 3,895 and 1.827 morgen for 1918.
1921 and 1926

Jl LncLud e timb er wocd since 1918

(I) Cape Blue Books for re ape o t tv e years.

(:) cape titut istiClll Hegisters for those years.
(1'~~r<ffl '
(4) Annual Agr 1cultural Census Report.



EXTENT OFLtl.ND IN A.LB}~RT UNDEl1 CULTIV"TION & IHRIGJd'IOlf.

MORGEN
-

J£
arch-I VinElI

Total
Yct;r Vihea t Lu ce rn e Other unue l' Under ./\.dditi onal

.l>gri. u rd a . culti- irr1- .lrr igable
"roue vuti"" a>.<ticn

(I)1865 1338 - 508 68 1~ 1926 - -
(')1875 510 - 16i:10 107 8 2205 - -
~)18n - - - - - - - 4448.

(:l\904 - - - - - - 3678t -
('6\911 2508 778 1852 '160 11 5609 4878 -

1917-1918 6267 . 1104 4341 685 2 15159~ 7645 2500·

1920-1921 4122 . 1043 3481 760 1 13295!! 4083 2553

1924-1925 4962 1377 4623 - - - - -
1925-1926 6323 1290 4094 427 2 13963 Jl 5850 2809

a
28 9 6

a
1926-1927 1102 - - - - - -

.

a - The Table here only givee ar eaa r ea ped , not those fed off; eo
that totals cannot be calculated.

k InclUdes land that wert; lying fallow throughout those y ea re , to
extent of respectively 2,992, 3,895 and 1,827 morgen for 1918,
1921 and 1926

J£ Include timber wood eince 1918

(I) crape Blue Books for respective years,

(2) Cape otat is tiClil Hegisters for those years,
m~~''1''
(It) Annuul .l\.gr icul tural Census Report.



ill.!

(I) Q;Ui>lITlTY OF AGRI~ULTUML PRODUCE IN <ili3ERT.

Wheat ]£ • lucerne . Other J\gricu~tura1 Produce.

...... <l ~ 1:1 • .. P 'He> ., I ci:l 111
11:1 'H 0 ;:l <I> 0 ;., ...... '" !'lOa • G) ~ ;:::-, s:: III rl

Fear
<I> 0 +> CD S 'cD p., . J:l ... +> lIlri(l) ~ Q

~ 1:1"
t.iJ '"

'd ;.. ..... 00 OJ)'d (Q ,0 '0 ~ .s:::::: .... ...."1;..'0 on • $.< a • ::1 i,l) O+> $.<'" .-l s:: $.< ~ ;:lH
;:l 'H '" '"0"';" i l>41S l>oP. 0 0'H~a. , j c:1 ::d o::J ;:lO;..",.{.; ,:;j'H,o :11;>0 A C\l ~ .0- ",0.0 c:=> 0 0 -~

1
j 1865(11 - 3858 - - - - 50,086 1559

1875tl) - 11308 - - - - 227. l77 7212
1891°) - 28161 - - 7t - 386. 529 . 16540
18976> - 19453

_.
- & - 456. Z>19 14245

1904(t) - 1070 - - 2000 - 11,3.899 5984t
1911(11) - 23060 - - 6591 - 381,238 15972

'7~ar

en de d s
uune 1918 - 56734 9.05 - 3640 - 309, 230 3~O20

~0;44/19!~ - 2780 0.95 - - - 50, 500 11280
0/4/192 - 26164 6.35 3 1106 1747 205 .. 1.00 12451

gO/4/192~ 98 54204 8.26 - - 1487 151 .. 900 ~21B6

~1/8/19~~ 159 16755 5.19 - - 1623 j7 .. 541 1~828

Bl/8/192~~ 2/.5 49785 10.55 3 1958 1492 347 .. 949 30167

I~l/8/1926 391 58906 9.93 3 2782 1904 191,. 700 ~196l

1/8/1927 - 16206 5.6 - - . - 108,. 000 8068

]£ .wcrage per mor gen in Capt ranges from 4.8 to 7.1 bugs
!: The gr ta t e r par t of it is rye .
'" Consistitlt!: of mainly potatoes; other crops beill€ bar1.{)y, oats. rye, maize- -and to a Lesser extent peas and bean e , Kafir-cor n , onions and sweet

potatoes.
(')The number of pumpkins produced ,,"s, for the correspondi1l€ years of 1911,

1918 and 1921, respectively 165,645, 98.600 and 46,500.
(':'Cape Bluebooks; &: oo :ape Statistical Registers :for respective years

(.ttJ 1911 Gensus Reports & (5) ~ Annual .ngricu1tural Jensu.s Reper tlil.
-------



:It :NUYBEa OF FRUIT TREES

XVIII

IN .u.BERT (Farms only-)

(c; SOFT FRUIT (<t; ITR.US FRuIT • ALMOND Vine at ocks •

t>Il ..
Peach Trees Other Tre€.s !;l) t.ll C

I l'?0 C 'M. ..... ......
~

~ .....
Ron- M CJ.< OJ.<non- '1l 0<11 III iZ;::J

:!E:ar Be",r ing be dr in€;; .lkarlng oe ar ing GJ 12;", ;q "';q ,0 .0 ' ,

7/5/1911(1' 58962 11402 19205 7560 485 235 540 288 1200

J14/1921~)
a

44360 5990
~

220 13031960 5280 - - -
31/8/192Jzl

a
43360 6350 24510 4830 210 70 - - -

31/8/19251 48930 7080 24240 4950 260 70 570 310 -
31/8/192f!' 2 Q 10560 1790 100 10 320 140 360 .' '

It In 1926 only threes the fruit of whieh is grown for sale were enumerated

b Peaches were not emzner a t ed at all in 1926, a Lt hough it is the, largest
sale-production fruit industry in Albert •

.!.. Rise in Pigs alone of over 5,000. Ifext Y€.ar figs reduced by over 4000 agai"

(e) Includes AlipIe, Apricot, plum, Eear &: Fig.
(cI.) Includes Orange, Lemcn , Liaartje and Pomp e Lmoes k
(I) From Census Report lill.
(lJ From .bI1nual Agricul t ural Census Reports•.

'"



1: XIX

e-A1WUNT OF .:.J!'RUIT IRQDUCEJ) IN ALBERT ( Farms only)

GrapesI I
, Oit rua !' Almond

I l'rUl't a

I
i .

Other Soft Frui t sPeaches

Fresh
No.-

J)ri"d-roso Fresh
No.

Dried.
lbs. . :KumberI

I
Lbs.

Bushel
ba ske t S

136
2204
121Ol-S.U•• s-,jIw- s

200 " <.

100 .. .

2508
40050
37720

85025
4132

106437
7562
8200
2600
1000

744.200
25~74961

I

I

- I
I

~16800 !
831:.3jJ60 .

1865("
187b'}
18~lo.)
1811 (j)

1917 - 'lSf4:
1920- , 21 {tJ.

192~26 (t4

1£..
~

88736
58300
17700

I . 3000J~, I I I

(,) Cape BlueBooks and (.:I) cape Statisticalltegisttra :for t h e se, years.
U) Census Heport HIll; and (~ Annual Agricultura.1 Census Reports for these years

.e.niYisions saae as in preoeding table pg. xnrI .

II Vi DOD AlID TIlffiER III AlBERT. .
'0 ('1 {ls:: I m
Q) Cl:I 0

,~
G1 m~

~'"' ~ G1 t:<!1 <lJ a- ID 0 lJl~ ,)4# '0 <lJ'8,... ·:lJ t.D ~ <l.J 'OI-o+> M<:ar-l .-t,)4 ~ .-i .... 1.J-!'lJ
~~

~MtC::$ a:1~

"' +>~",p "''''o~ IlJ bJ)~ .... H ..-\ ~+>::$ GJ]~ t:.--f'l;1J1O 0'" 0OJ o OLl S o~oo .... ~..., "'a:lH ;::s+> 0 08 .... <:aOM HO~~ E-1 a S::·rl H ..... ~ 00 t'$ ~ rei ~ ::4:'3 ~o~ ....=i .... ~oa.:56 {) t
;:1+> 'H 8;:4 ;:.:: ~ OJ ;= to ;:

~891~ - 1317 5653 los. - - - :::21 54

~9~' - .1473 212 .. - - - 0 533
911) - 2214- 140 2000 " - 5000 3 - -

11 91 8: 23? - - - - - - - -
1921 ~ 230 - - - - - - - -
192(0)1 181 - - - - - - - -

(,) Ca;.xe Statis tical Reg iatera for thcs e years.
W Oensus Report 1911
~) Agricultural Census Reports of 1918 and 1921..

I



(.)
xx

AVERlIGE llnRKET -VAlliE OF .dG-RICU'.../l.~uH.dL FRonue;, Il~ ALBJ::...'i.Tun til 1898-;-Co1eseerg 1900­
19v7; nIoert, 19v8 and 19_9

Nov
"!
~
N

•
H"

"It
It

"
"

-
",uid ..uid I Lb •

" I-.Lear Jl.uid JlWid JilUid JiUid ~uid peas, .t'ota- .iuli:1Jkin" dri~

wheat Ba r Lev Rve Dats iiai::'t: .l:StaDS toes e!lch fruit
~ s • d

, a. Ii It. s. d. £. s. d. cia s. £i £. s.·1 £.5. d s. d. 5. d.... ....
1866 1.10. a 15. 0 - 1.1u. 0 2. b. 0 b- 1. 2. 6 e- 1. 6

I1868 18. a 12. 0 - 1.10. 0 0.10«, 6 10.0 13. 6 6 3
187~l! lb. 0 12. 0 - 1. 1. 0 16. 6 15.0 11. 1. 0 6 6
187:Jl

1. 4. 0 12. 0 - 1. 1. 0 18. a 15.0 3. Q. " a 1.2 6
1873 1.16. 0 19. 6 - 2. o. 6 1.16. a 18.0 1. 1. 0 12 6
1874 2.14. a 25. 6 - 1.19. a 1.10. 0 1.10.0 2. 8. a 12 8
1876 1.10. 0 9. 0 - 18. a 15. 0 18.0 - 6 6
asve 2. 5. 0 1.10. 0 - 1.10. 0 1.1? 6 - 11• 10 • a 12 8
rseo 1 .4. 0 1. 2. 6 - 1.10. 0 2. 5. 0 1.10.0 2. 5. 0 1. 6 9
1882 1.10. 0 18. 0 - 1.10. 0 19. 6 1.11.611. 2. 6 12 9
1883 18. 0 10. 0 - 17. 0 15. 0 18.0 I" 6 6 9...
1884 1.10. 0 15. 0 - " 1.10. 0 1.10. 0 2. 5.0 1. 1. 0 9 4i
1885 1.10. 0 10. 6 - 1. 2. 6 1.10. 0 1. '/ .0 1. 4. U 6 6
1886 12. 0 6. a - 7. 6 9. 0 - 9. a 3 5
1888 10. 0 4. 6 4. t) 6. 0 9. 0 12.0 9. 9 - -
1891 1. 2. 6 13. 6 12. 0 ",15. 0 13. 0 1.10.0 15. a - -
1894 10. 0 7. 0 - 7. 0 10. a 10.0 7. 6 - -
1896 15. a 10. 0 10. a 10. a 12. 6 7.6 15. 0 - -
1898 1. 7. 0 16. 0 - - - - - - -
190~: 1. 5. 6 18. 0 1.1. 0 15. 0 1. 2. 6 - 18. 0 - -
1904_ 1. 4. 0 12. 0 - - - - 12. 0 - -
1907s- 1. 1. 0 15. 0 - 12. 0 ia, 0 - 6. 9 - -1908 1. 1. 0 14. :3 14. 6 15. a 18. 9 fl.. 1O• O 16. 6 - 6
1\;09 1. O. 6 9. 9 16. 9 14. :5 12. 6 1.13.9 8. 9 - 9

t .

(,) Cape Bluebooks until 1885, thereafter Cape .,tatistical Regi5tu's far the
Respective ye",rs.

lE Hope t own was a regular market for wheat from A1tJert, and in these years prices
in th<.tt market were about double these given tor Albert •

.9-Colesberg taken for these years, Albert's figures b e Lng not abailab1e and Oo Le sb
berg being Albert's neighbour and lying in direction of Hop e town am
Kimberley Markets.

-------



xx - cmrr Th""UED -

(,) ~VE.kaGE MhPlCE'r VAllIE OF nGRI CULTURAL PRODUCE' IN CAPE COL01;Y.

ltuia
lfuid ~id Muid lauid ~id peas, Wid Pump- Lb"

~ear Wheat Earley rye oats Maize &. Pot- kino drie
Beans a t oe e e1;l~h Pruit

~ s. 8. d. e. s. ~j £. s. d. £. s , d. £.. I,. d .E. 5. d. £. e. d. s , d. ail d
~870 18.101 9. 8 11. :5 11. 8t 11. 6 17. 5 12. 6 6d. 4{
1874 1.16. 0 1. 3. 0 1.13. 5 1. 9. 7 1. 9 •. 5 1.14. 0 1. 5.10 9t 7"t
~878 1.19. 6 1. 3. 3 1. 4 • .3 ' 1. 5. 4-i 1.14. 6 1.18.6 1. 5. 6 9 8
1885 1. 4. 0 lis. 0 15. 6 17. 3 IS. 0 ,1. 4. 9 18. 6 8 6!
1888 t ' 13. 6 7. S 10. .3 10. 9 11.6 15. 3 9. 9 5 , 41'
1~1.8. 8i 16. 4 1. I). 1 19. 9 1. 2. 0 1.12. 4t fl. 2. 6 6 6"2"
1902 1. 3. 6 17. 0 1. 3. 0 1. O. 6 1. 3. 0 .,1.10. 6 11. 3. 6 6! 8

(1) Cape Bluebooks unt il 1885; the·rcafter Gape St a ti sHeal Reg iatera for the
Re ape c t tv e year s.

d



I
I

I

m..
AVlffi...-illE M.~i PRICES OF F.JUl PRWUCE IN THE UNION.

1918(" 1919(1) 1920(fJ 1921(') 192tfJ 1923(() 192~') 1928(:f)

Wheat - 200 Ibs. 361 3 33/9 . 63/- 33/- 25/3 25/10 26/10 27/5
Rye " .. 26/7 20/9 37/9 27/10 16/1. lL 7/2 . 20/10 22/1
Earley-100 bundles 6/11 7/3 " ':;/4 12/10 7/10 7/- 17/- 20/-
.tlar1ey -150 Lbs , 11/4 13/3 27/7 17/3 12/6 11(11 14/6t 17/6
Oats " .t 13/11 13/3 28/4 13/- 12/1 12/- 12/8 15/6
Oathay-IOO .bundles 6/11 612- 13/7 6/1 5/10 5/7 6/9 5/9
k:.ai ze-200 1bs. 10/a 13/2 24/10 12/4 10/11 1.4/5 15/8 15/-
Potatoe's-150 1ba. 9/7 13/5 30/11 16/4 11/- 15/2 17/1 14/10
Peas (dried)200 " 34/- 27/1 42/8 3418 31/- 28/11 32/8 34/10
Beans II n II 34/2 30/4 5°/10 41/- 26/6 33/- ' 35/2 37/11
Onions 120 lbs. 8/? . 10/7 26/6 14/3 11/- 10/- 11/3 15/8
Pumpkins each 6 w. od. 6ct • 6 6 se, &t
Butt er-1b. 1/7 1/8 3/2 2/2 1/10 1/5 1/8 2/-
Cheese 11 1/1 1/2 1/4 1/4 1/- 1/- 1/1i 1/5
CODsumption-Mi1k.Gal 1/8 1/10 2/10 1/10 1/8 1/11 1/11 1/4
Bacon &: l:lam - lb. 1/5 1/6 1/10 1/6 1/6 1/2 1/3 1/4
Woo 1 - 1'0. 1/4 1/7! 2/5 ae , ioe , 1/5 lis! 1/3tMohair. II 1/8 1/11t 1/?; 8.17d lot 1/3 1/8 l/IOi
Ostr ich fc",tr...ers lb. 17/8 13/6 49/6 29/4 29/2 20/ot 1.9/ 1i 'f/ll
Apples (dried) Lb. ioa, 1/- 1/1 i ia, 1/1 sa, lol at
il.pricots .. " lot Hd • 1/? lot 1/4 9d. 10 9
Figs u .. 102' 1 lei • 1/6 9 lOt se , 9 '7t
Pea cb.e a ' ... n ee . se , n.e , 7t 8 7d. 8 7 '
Pears It II 1/- i ie , 110. 10 I 1/- ros , lOti 91Prunes n II 9ci • res, 106.. g I 9 ?d. 5i- 6-.

(I) Agr1. Census Keport 1924.
(.ZJ SupPlies by Dept of Gensue and Sti;ltistics.



IN ALB~RT Till. 18~O, COLESBERG 1892-1907; ALBM~T 1908 and 1909

It'a rl:l O'Veraeer~ jiead ::ihe Pherdls Farm helid B.
s erva nt s

,

Year European aolou~cd . European Coloured

- .
£ a. d. - £. s. d. i. s. d. £. s. d.

1867 ', . 1. O. 0 ---- .,
10. 0,. -.

1868 2.10. 0 2. .u. 0 _........ _---, 10.0'

lB7l 2.10. 0 .) o• a ------ 1. O. 0'" .
1873 6. o. a -- --- -- ---- 1. O. 0

1876 4. o. a 2. o. 0 ..- -_ ...... 10. 0
,

1878 3. O. 0 10. 0 ------ 10. 0

1879 5. O. 0 1. O. 0 ...----- 10. a

1882 ? • O. 0 4.. o. a ------ 10. 0

ov.1880 2. O. 0 1. 5. 0 -----_ .... - I 10. 0

II 1890 1. O. 0 .- 10. a z
0.15. a 7. 6

II 18Sl2 4. O. 0 2. O. 0 1. O. 0 10. 0

H l8va 4. o. 0 1.10. 0 1.0. O. 10. a

" 1902 3. O. 0 1. O. 0 ------ 12. 0

II 1905 3. o. a ... ---- 1. O. 0 ----

" 1907 - - - 10. 0 -- ---- 10. 0

11 1906 2. 5. a 10. a -- ---- 10. 0

I1/ 1909 4. 5. 0 Jf 10. a ..
:li 10. a- -----

. -

(1) Till 1885 contained in cape bluebooks of St8.t1s tics; s mo e then
in Cape ~tatistical Registers.

:Ii- Uontllly wugf.;S of n at 1vE::s cmd coloured still the same as in 1909,
ex.celJt 1n a tew ce ee e 'Nht,; r e the Varia tion is lit tle.

. -----~._.- --_._----



X"'"

AV]f;RAGE MARKET PRICES OF L<U30URBRS' CLOTHING IN ALBER'l,K

-I

Year Shoes Shirts Jac~~etfl Wail3tcoatf Trousers;;) Hats
per J>'air ve r doz. e<.t ch tach each each

1865(0'
s. d. s· d. s ci7 s. d. s. d • ~. d.
12. a 24,. 0 15. a 4. 6 7. 6 7.- 0

1867(1, '7. 6 24. a 18. 0 7. 6 9. 0 7. 6
1870<1> 8. 0 48. 0 12. 0 7. 6 8. 0 5. 0
1872", 12. 6 50. a 20. 0 15. 0 20. 0 10. 0
lB?3 CJ1 18. 0 60. a 16. 0 :LO~O 15. a 7. 6
1875 (j) 15. a 60. a 20. a 7. 6 15. 0 7. 6
lB78 (1) 12. a 30. a 20. a 7. 6 12. a 7. 6
1881(,) 15. 0 40. 0 lb. 0 6. 0 12. 6 6. a
18830} 10. a 28. a 15. 0 :.7. 6 10. 0 5. 0
1885<;) 12. 6 42. 0 16. 0 '7. 6 13. 6 4. a

Nov 1886~ 10. 0 24. a 12. a 5. 0 7. 6 3. 0
II 1888{t) 10. a 30. 0 m. a 5. 0 10. 0 5. 0

" 189O", 7. 6 25. 0 10. 0 5. 0- 9. 0 3. 6
II 1891 9. 0 30. 0 8. 6 5. 0 7. 6 4. 6

Average Market Prices of Labourers f Clothing in Ca,pe Colo

1865(,) 10. :3 41. 5 16. 1 7. 1 12. 3 '7. 3
1870 6) 8. lot 30.10 12. 9 5.11 9. 8t 5. 21

- 1871/" 10. B :3b.l0 14.1Oi- 6.10t ri . 9 5. 9
Hj?8(" 10. 2 30. 8 15. 2 6. 6 11.71;- 5. 9
18836' 10. 2 32. 7 14.11 6. 5 11. 5 5. 9
1885(i) 9. 6 ~9. 0 13.1Q . 5.10 10. 4 4.11

LJov. 1888(:) 9. 7' 24~ 0 11. 0 4.10 9. 1 4. :3.. 1891(1) 9 • 4 Z<k. gt 10. B 4.10 8.11 4. '1
" &189800 8. 7 24. 4 9.11!- 4. 6 8. at <J.. It
Ii ~1902(1) 9. 6 29. ~ 10. 7 4. B 8. 6 5, 3
fI 1905~) 9. 5 26. a 9. 9 4. 5 8. 1 5. 3
It 1907"-) ~. 1 27. 8 9. 8 ~. ;5 8. 5 5. 3

("Ca:pe Bluebooks of St~Uatioa for r-e ape ot Lv e years.
~cape otat1stical Registers for respective years.
~Anaa near Albert not enume rat ed fUlly and seem to have been

exoluded from calculation of Cape Colony's general prices
during the Anglo-Boer War and surrounding years.

~ Since 1892 on~ a few selected districts' details were published
These excluded Albert •.. - - -

...



XXIV
AVERAGE Mi.RKET PRIiJE& OF PHOYIoI011S IN ALBERT]£

(,)cape Bluebooks of Stat istics for respect ive year
(vGape Statistical Registers for respective years.
!'.<>reas near to Albert and near to Repub Lf.can borders not enumerated fully and

seem to have been excluded from c a Ic ul.a t Lon of agerage prices for Colony
.it ,l'rices in all districts given onl~l until 1891. Since then on Ly a few district~,"

selec ted, from which .n.lbert WetS excluded.

lb. '.lea t
lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. ibu s hd .dottle

" ' Year en
mutton cheese ~ea coffee sugGtr riee ~gga sali llilkBread

d. d 5. d s. d s. d d d S. G s. d d
1865 6) 6 6 -- 4. 0 1. 6 9 6 1. 6 -- 6
1867('1 3 5 - - 6. 6 1. 3 9 6 1. 0 10. 0 4
1870(') 6 3 - - 4. 6 1. 6 7 6 1. 0 7. 6 6
1872 (,) ti > 6t- 1. 6 b. 6 1. 6 .. 9 6 2. 0 14. 0 4
1873°) 6 7 ,. 6 6. 0 2. 0 11 8 2. 0 15. 0 6

, 1875 fJ) 6 8 2.· 6 4. 0 1. 6 7 7 1. 0 12. 0 4
1878 «() 1.0 7 2. 6 4. 6 1. 6 9 7 1. 3 7. 6 >6
188l~ 4 7 2. 0 4. 0 1. 0 'I 6 1. 0 10. 0 ., 6
1883 ' 6 6 2. 0 3. 6 1. 0 6 6 9 - - 6
1884('} 3 6 1. 9 3. 6 1. 0 ,5 4 1. 0 8. 0 6
1885(') 4 6 1. 6 3. 0 9 5 3t .i , 8 4. 0 6

.Nov188fiOO s 3 1. ii 3. 0 11 5 4 6 4. 6 '3
.. 1888v-) 3 3 1. 6 3. 0 1. 3 b 4 6 2. 6 3.. 1890~} 6 5 1. 6 " 6 1. 3 5 4 8 ,4. 0 4G... 1891(>.) 6 5 1. 6 3. 0 1. S 5 4 9 4. 0 4

Average llarket l'rices of Provisions in the Cape Colon,
1865C!J 4 5t 1. 6~ 4. ~ 1. 2-t fit ! 4t 1.2! - -" 4t
1870<11 3' 5t 1. 5<t 3.1 lot ' 5J 4 8 4. at :3.>l.
1875(/) 5 7 1. ~ 4. 0 1. 4 6t 4 1. :3 ' 7. at 4t
1878Ctl 5 6i 1. 8 2 3. 9 1. 2

~
4t .s. 2 7. 2 .. 4t

1883 a) 4-f fit 1. ,7 '3. 3 1. 0 4';;' 1. 4 5. 5 5
1885 1l' 4 6 1. 5 3.

~f
n 5t ~ 9t 4.10

~Kov1888 fM 2t 3i " ;1 1. 1. 1! 4t 7.i 3. 4G •
• 18S1 £t) ;t 4 3 1. 2. 9 2 1. 21. 41: :3t lot 3. at :3t

A' 1898 fl.)
4-

7" 1. 4'4 2. 2t ?t 32 :3 9i' 3.10 '4
;. J,9m(;l) 3f 9!- 1. 5 2. 2 7 3t 3f 1. 5, 4. 4 4
-1906~J 4 8 1. 2 2. 2 B! 3- 3 1. 3 4. 3 4
.1901 Gt) 3i 6t 1. li 2. lt 8 31 :3 1. 2' 3. 7t 3t> >,

~-"'':'~'---,--



(I) TOT<>L F RUS MID PARTS OF F~ SOLD IN VENTERS:;';]) StID-DIS:iEIGT.. =.
Divisional Council V~luations ~D.C.V~With Pr ices obtained and the,

III The
as

part of these Sales tor which.'H ., 'd k
0 f.< • 0 " D.C.V. is given'" c J ~ <V :>, c
k 'dill rl .... till ~ • > c

Year.
Ill", .-Io-Ib:) as Q) .... "'"';!) 'H",

~
.-I> •• ".0" :lI 0 k ~ () ~ H Of.t o III .-I .-I "'.<: 'd as • ~Ok;,o

60-1 ~ ID 0 0 .... "' .... 0 0-1 '" .<: .~o USOOr-l ~O ~ • V H
;j~ 0 ::l /ioI f.< k pkS . ,,:.: ., ~ {1 Q)f11 ~"'f""f," 0 o •

~ A "'~~'" Eo< ~Pt' ~'"
ot/) o :>n. O~;:::: 0 Eo< A
~ Eo< '" til E-t "';:

£ Z. a, d. Mor'-en £ £ £.8. d.
1903

I
6 5800 10164 1.15. 0 2 229'9 4100 2556 1.2. 1L

1906 6 8776 7300 0.16. 8 5 5409 6100 ?l85 1.6•. 6
1907

I
12 11837t 17435 1. 9. 5 8ll: 9298 144~ 13590 1.9. 3

1908 10 8360 11622 1. 7. 9 13 17219 23229 24584
,. 1.8. 7

1909 7 4746t 5606 1. 3. 7 6 3492! 3491 3699 1.1. 2.
1910 1 465 637 1. 7. 5 1 465 "637 466 1.0. 0
1911 12 9329i" 12834 1. 7. 6 10 7739t 9659 8ti89t 1.2. 5
1912 15 15806 34274 2. 3. 4 15 15806 . 34274 17232 1.1.10
1913 7 5209 10518t 2. O. 5 5 4416 9002 4675 1.1. 2
1914 4 3575

I
13~25 3.15. 1. 3 2725 8875 4050 1.9. 8

*916 2 1602 3379 n • 2 2 1602 3379 2105 1.6. 3~~ G.

1917 10 10405 19475 1.17. 5 9 9308 17075 11794 1.5. 4
1918 10 10064 29004 2.17. 8 9 9661 26179 14243t 1.9. 6
1919 20 21754 77286t 3.11. 1. 17 19505 71575 39359 . 2. O. 4
1920 \3 2763t 132G7 4.16. 0 5 1935- 10350 I 3232 IJ.3 .5
1921 a 2293 5862 2.11. 2 2 2293 5862 3606 1.1i.5
1922 7' 8582 23775 2.15. 5 'l 6576 20950 13855 2.2. 1
1923 9 8045 15504 1.18.6 7 6666 11729 10630 1.11.1l
1924 12 6750 17801 2.12. 9 10 5838 16451 16636 2.15.11
1925 15 10494 27651 2.12.9 8 6301 16079 9840 1.11.5
1926 6 2591. 7660 2.19. 1. 0 - - - -
1927 13 12535 39304 3. 2. 8 0 - - - -1928 11 '11203 36074· 3. 4. 5 0 - - - -

- ...

.

,lJi1

t.

j[ In sever«l instances bequeathed :farms, transf"rred at D.C.V., alt~

inclUded
(1) CalCUlated from Magistrate's Register of TransfE;rs, which gives morgen.'

sale pr ices, and in some cases.x Valuat ion, of each transaction which
took place. - - - - - - -



m1!
(I) SALES OF SOME }'..UU\S AID PARTS OF FJ.1iS Rl:iXHST&l..8D AT

BURGHERSDORP
,

Transfers for vlhich D.a.V. is given.
Dumber Total Total b.verage

of ar e.; price pr ice ~ '"I O' . Q!) • s::Yt.ar Sales sold rea1- per 'H '" • ' r-f ~ .-4 ll> .....~ .-4?- <1l :> '"
ised morgen: o~'" :'j Q) <1l ., ~Ol",

~~
H • J..4 ~.;)

"'''' .... ,.. +-'..... ~ s:: $.4 iUO<v H

I - . ~.., o Ol 01-1 :IS'" o • P • Pt 0
~ +> .... E-< E-< P,~"'" E-<A ~A S

- ... uJ,

I
.£ I £.8. a. u: ~ £. a , d.- Ol:.

1872 :5 4554 1600 O. 7. 0 2 4166 1300 2050 O. 10. 0
1899 1 500 500 1. O. 0 1 500 500 587 1. 3. 6
1913 7 4152 11600 2.15.11 6 (804 9775 5312 1. 7.11
1914 5 3210 7010 2. 3. 9 4 2787 6160 4087 1. 9. 4
1918 7 4252 25689 6. 0.10 - - - - - -
1919 12 5939 35943 6. 1. -0 - g - - - - -
1920 8 4550 22707 4.19. 9 - - - - - - -
1922 11 6314 18813 2.19. 6 1 516 745 745 1. 8.10
1923 6 2352 7255 3. 1. 8 - - - - - - -
1926 5 3189 14058 4> 8. 2 I - - - - - - -
1925 2

I
654 3500 5. 7. 0 ! - - - - - - -

1926 1. 297 1088 3.13. :5 I - - - - - - -
(l) Obtained from mgistrate's Office, Burgheradorp. These are only

!l..Q.!J!§ transfers, as there is a very grea t turnover in farms at
Burgheradorp, and the Transfer Hegisters are in no way co nv enf en t Ly
arranged. There was no time to go through the many vo Iume s of
~eeds of Transfer.

g. Attorneys, who do the Transfers, assure that the average price of
land per morgen was at lea at £5.10. PH m orjje n in 1928, and was
still rising rapidly In January of this year (1929)

----------



XXVII
11) VaLUE OF ASSESSED PROPERTY Alill B.J:iKRLJ'PTGIE" II< JlLBilliT •

- -- .

Value of Pr oper t Le a a £. (,2) Hankruptcies. (.2-)

Year ... .g c.. .
D.C.V.- £. lWN. V. - i\f;rlcul t uraL Humber AS sets Liabilities

£ .:ffiEA V• . £. £.
£.

1886 757600 117861 639737 25 Zla113! I 39586
1887 746548 111687 624861 7 10969 15488
1888 746548 111687 ti2~861 8 4255 6631
1889 780000 111687 668313 8 3737 '5005
1890 680000 103707 576292 1 ' - -- ~ - ..
1891 680000 104581 575",19 6 940 2241
1892 680000 105901 574099 10 2023 4408
1893 730000 109579 620421 9 1899 I 4763
1894 742800 111)'714 632086 6 3380 ~4573

1895 742800 114480 628320 15 128::'9 19282
1896 742800 114680 628120 18 10004 16484
1897 71;.2800 116080 626720 2 1556 3836
1898 742800 124370 618430 3 6288 ., '7100
1899 742800 124370 618430 7 8154 ll475
1900 902570 125307 777263 8 4572 ·8459
1901 902570 125307 777263 2 1494 J.461
1902 902570 125307 777203 J. 3220 32'12
1903 902570 163617 738953 6 2923 4.352
1904 1298500 175000 1123500 x If J£
1906 895200 177000 718200 9 11536 16153
1907 895200 177000 ?l8200 8 . 11389 24143
1908 895200 177000 718200 J. 103 - 540
1909 978281 167015 811266 1.0 4413 6593

(\) Cape Statist ical Register for r e s p e c t i ve years.
!rDivisiona1 Council Valuation for Taxation Purposes.
i]Junicipal II n • • ". It includes two
- Villages of J:lurghersdorp and Veotustad.·
~Agricultural Area's Valuation, here taken to be the D.C.V. for

the whole district minus the val uation of the ..Municipal areas
J£ Not enumerated fu11y.-

(.2.) 1110 connection between two tables. Simply -put together. 00 (1'.T.O)
an f! mrn t nf' Sn!:l"~_



JOClfIII

Provincial V~u~tion of Immovable Proverty tor purposes of

ProvinoiaJ,.._Taxat ion, 19)..JiL..LoUnd in half-yearly AbfJ~rjlct of

Union ],i<lnoJLL}i.Q..._l...L.Jun_~19~~ive..U~~1bertvalue as (01l9.:!B &-

-- <

Total . RateableNo. of' Site .l)enef1-
;propert1ea Value Buildings cial valuation VEl lue .

Improvements ...

£. , £. £ £ £

1227 865370' 384105 357333 1,606,808 . 1,255,211
. . .



OTilER THAN EUROPEit.N OR inIITE PO~ULATION

Urban !<ural :I.'otal 1:ropartio
1% of,- . - - - ~ -

Femal€ls
.l!'elll Per- .l!'€IlI- Per- .LO Hi J.

'Year Malef .Person< .I4a 1£. ales sons MElle a If; s sons )o",ulati
--e--- .• •.

1865 - - - - - - - - 4891 49.9
1875 - - - - - - - - 5929 '.9.1
189pt - b560 48.9
1904 6728 51.27
1911 754 974 1728 3479 2877 6306 4233 3851 8084 54.96
1921 1036 1244 2280 3970 3408 7378 5006 4652 9658 61.74
- ----

I - -,
Under one year Une to 1,4 y« ar S 15 to 19 years. Total._-- ,,,,,, """-- --- --

Fem- FelU- 20
Year Males Fem.. les 'I: ot <- 1 :Ma1.e ale Total Male <.t1e Total yeUl'f
1,1:111 130 86 21,6 126l l144 2405 3bO 332 682 3303
1918 104 98 202 1278 1145 24/::3 23Cil 248 486 3111

1921 Ba 64 152 1127 1029 2156 252 245 497 2805
1926 .8.3 81 164 1126 1022 2148_. 323 295 618 2930

m... ,
Tewenty to 24 years Total UnCle Over 24 yeurs. ~-. 'C Tota.l'l'

under 20 "2 1rotial Ino r e
25 Years ... all se ox

Mules :&'em- 10taJ Yf.ar no e- Malee Fem- frot a ~~ ages . deere
a Le s trl'- ules .) 'M

se
1911 363 310 673 3976 - 1386 1263 2649 - 6625 -
1918 228 276 504 3615 -361 1433 1249 2682~3 62'J7e -328
1921 242 270 612 3317 -298 1-132 1236 2668 -14 5985 -312.
1926 260 281 541 3471 "'154 1487 1335 28221+154 6293 -\- 308

,- -
v) .l:'opulClt10n Census HepDrta for reapective years
:Ii F1gurell Oldjullted by Census Office in .1904 to the latest Albert

bound arIe e-
'" 1'his :figure" differs by 2u2 from that given in other t ab Ie P. XXX

so that it ae eme they left out the "under one yeurs" there.



, .....

31/

(J)EOROPEJ\N POPUIATION IN ALBER',r

-j .
Urban Rural :total p!ro POl"

tion
% of

Fe~- Pam- Per- . total
Year :MuleS Females Per s on .Ma les ales P~r eons Ma lE.:s ii 1(; 6 sona 'POlJU'

- 104 t1 or

1865 - - - - - .. -- - - - 4911 50.1..
1875 .. .. - .. - - - - 6148 50.9
1891 j( .. - - .. - - - - 5811 51.1h.
1904 .. - - .. - - 3323 3071 6394 48.7';
1911 887 894 1781 2603 2241 484(1 3490 3135 66~~ 45.Q~

1910 10'72 1086 2158 2105 1832 3937 3177 2918 609 -
1921 1035 1055 2090 2106 l789 l'895 3141 2844 5985 38~25
1926 1141 1190 2331 2138 1B2~_. 3962 3279 3014 6293 -

.,

r
(I) Total Po l?U ia t ion in Alb art- All H~. Inc.

% ove
1865 15403 4399 9802 i'r<;;v·
1875 6580 5,,.98 12069 ious
189pt: , - .. 113?l cenai
1904 ~863 6259 13122 -i5.~

1911 1641 1868 3509 6082 5118 11200 ~723 6986 14709 1 :;j@;;

1921 2071 2299 4370 6076 5197 11273 ~147 7496 15643 6. 3~
" ,

Number of 'Persona Engaged in .\,grtQ..ulture in JUbert and Ule
population to the Sg,u6lre ~lle ~

-
lIon- Grand Population

Europeans Europeans Total Total to the -

sc , mile
non

Year Males Felli- M<ilee Fem- LIla lea 'Felli- Euro- Euro-
ales u Lca a lea 1>f;an liE,. an T~

186b.(J) - .. .. - .. - 2461 1.453 1.447 2.9
(I) 1.6 1.55 3.1518750) - .. .. .. .. .. -

i~910) - .. - - .. .. .. 2.96 2.84 5.8
, - .. - - .. .. .. 3.27 3. '13 6.7

19~) 1418 4/-14 1914 772 3332 1216 4548 3.38 4.13 7 •.51
1918~ .. .. .. .. .. - .. 3.11 .. ..
192~ .. - .. .. .. - .. 3.06 4.93 7.99
8/2 ~] 895 161 2128 r/14 3083 875 3898 - - -.

1926 .. .. - - - .. - 3.21 .. -
8I.TlJ,bUl~tl;:d and caloulat€;d from Census Re¥orts of Ulese ye ...rs.,

CO. IS1o",,·ri0~.tuI'Ul "'ensus .Keport 1925 givefj .. he number of ',vor~1:iun~ml
Jp~4A'H _ it



V)EUROPE.U'l POPUMTION IN ALBERT

Per e ona

.kural

Fetp­
Males a LeaFemQles Person

Urban

MalesYear

. I
Total P)ropo

_-,----l -t + __-t__-l -'--__---'L-..~l,.j::~; P:~;,~~!i

38. :

5o.l
50.
51.
48.'
45.1

Inc
%O'
l.Jrt. .
ioll'
C"n:
--£5
1~'
6. :

4911
6146
5811
6394
6625
6095!
5985
6293

3071
3135
2918
2844
3014

3323
3'190
3177
3141
3279

!'403
6580

-

4399 9802
5498 12069

- 11371
~863 6259 13122

11200 ~723 6986 14709
11273 8147 7496 15643..L-_-'-__.

--
2241
1832
1789
1824

5118
,519?

-

6082
0076

2603
2105
2106
2138

---

3509
4370

1781

2158
2090
2331

(~Total Poyulation in Albert- All RaC~6. '

894
1086
1055
1190

1868
2299

-
887

1072
1035
J.J.41

1641
2071

I
I ~~~'~

:;895
3962----1-----1.----- -.:... -1-____ -.J.----+-_-4.__

1865
1875
1893."
1904
11111
1918
1921
J.926

1865
1875
1891Jt

1904
1911
1921

Number of Persona Engage'!.. in .>griculture in Albert and the
population to the ;;>quOlre Mile ~

1891 .'i",,, .. ,, .. ad.iua t ed to 1904 A....." 'h" 'Ol'\~ ,..~~-,,- ,.. ..... "---..

-
Bon- Grand l'opul",tion

Europeans Euro peans Total Total to the
an , mill'!

non
Year 1J!a lea FelJl- llIui1ee Fem- .r.Aa lee Fem- Euro- Euro-

ales u l ca ales p"un l)..an 'l'otG-
186o.(j) - - - - - - 2461 1.453 1.447 2.9(I)
18756> - - - - - - - 1.6 1.55 3.15

t~91b) - - - - - - - 2.96 2.84 5.8
- - - - - - - 3.27 3. '13 6.7

19~) 1418 4/14 1914 772 3332 1216 4548 3.38 4.13 7.51
191ifJ - - - - - - - 3.11 - -
192~ - - - - - - - 3.06 4.93 7.99
8/2 (j~ 895 161 2128 714 30~3 875 3898 - - -
1926 - - - - - - - 3.21 - -

Tabu1at"d and calcu1,ded from Census Regorts of these?oe"'l's. .
c.o~

. '''ri(:ultural ~enl3us rteport 1925 gives "lhe number of '. or~kun.Jir'1
~~J"'t't -

.311



(I) lMRRIAOES IN J>LBERT •

d

.
1I:ales undu 21 ;ye aI'S Males 21 years and over

Widowed an
Year Nevt:.r married Married Never Married Ml:trried .I)ivorceo

..-
1918 1554 2 368 11111 62

1921 1507 2 408 1156 68

1926 1591 1 400 1223 64
,

:mJ:M.UJl:S

Widowed and
Never l¥iarried lWrried Divorced

1918 1674 ·1125 , 117
;

Under 21 ye<irs Over 21 Under 21 Over 21
'\] eClre veal'S veal's.

1921 1362 209 30 1111 132

1926 14eO 248 34 1166 136

-- -
(I) PO,lJulation Census Reports for the yeur a for whioh the figures

are given.



J£ A - Union Revenue - Number of receipts is sued by Receiver.
~ - Union HevE.nue - t ota L collections.
B - ~rovincia1 Revenue - number of receipts issued by ~eceiver

B, - Prov1 Rev enue - total collections.

lfVENTERS'l:,\I)

-- -Year
-e-ri"ding A ~ B B. o C, D, D,a

March ,
£ £ .£ o

~ :
1912 - - - - - - 149 662 ,

1913 - - - - - - 201 2110
1914 - - - _.

- - 267 1231
1915 ( os OBTJ;~Illi'illrn) ....... " •• " " •• " " ••••••••• " " " " " " , " " " " • " " " " ,
1916 - - - - - - 227 777
1917 - - - - - - - 257 803
1918 227 1083 52 198 - - 279 1281
1919 246 1391 116 1072 - - 362 2'163
1920 195 870 ~9 398 133 1998 357 3266
1921 96 924 18 90 108 851 178 1865
1922 166 503 54 482 108 689 328 1674
1923 171 451 35 120 195 892 301 1'163
1924 184 464 46 115 150 986 380 156b
1925 107 485 115 122 192 1320 414 1927
1926 113 631 207 1350 52 89 3'12 2U?0

1927 421 1285 1282 1408 29 93 732 2786

J£ From Department of Inlund Revenue, Pretoria.



~ O. - Union Departments - number of receipts issued by Receiver
O. - Union Departments - '.eotal collections.

1), - 'rotal numbe r of r ec e i p t e issued by receiver for the year
, D.1. - l'otal oo11ections for the year.

, .

.t'
6210
8573
6202

6056
7785
8321

14343
18216
14795
16929

9818
10650
14993
14718
15368

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .
1262
1009
1085

1195
1176
1292
1097
1794
V159
1678
l t124

1590
1937
1850
3675

: D.+D, ll+ D,
;~otal to~~~.9gfif

receip S for
issU.cI. year

fo r t',n ,1; ot.,.;,d
.II!

5548
6463
'19tH

5279
6982
7240

11879
13950
12930
15255
8~~55

9085
13066
1:;(j,,8
12582

968
919

1013
735

1437
1281
1350
1123
1210
1523
1478
2943

1113
808
818

f

6167
6722
3897
3192
4214
6905
1809

983

518
422
385
368
499
657

69
78

2702
3867
33'16
2987
1590
1260
2077

940
1'.60
1299
'1'J86
5480

~8
737

1737
• • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • flo ..

I

: I
I

- I

100
67

66

76
169
162
132

59
88
7 '),.
69
62
97

6'W
721

A,

5!;O
4825
3234

2577
3116
3894
8882
6193
4948,
9281
4223
3fl11

4862
4853
6119

891
750
851
608
860
771
893
686
649
769
718

2142

A

-1013
741
752

..._--
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