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idgletrum & Millns. 1998. p. 84-85 
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80 & Millns. 1998. 
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85 ibid 
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96 Jordan in 
97 Reinbarz. 1992. p.26 

1992. p.32 

98 for ';;;;""'UIIJI". Fonow & Cook 
99 for Fonow & Cook (1 etc 

101 
1987. p.9 
1992. p.54 

102 Hartsock. 1987. p.159 
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112 Patai. 1997. 
113 Am & Moult. 2001. p. 6 
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116 PataL 1997. p. 138-9 
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119 Senior Researcher with the 
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121 PataL 1997. p. 144 
122 PataL 1997. p. 149 
123 PataL 1997. p. 150 
124 Reihare. 1992. 
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125 Patai. 1997. p. 150 
126 Fox Keller. 1978. p. 190 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

Rachel Carter: The DV A - Increased for Women? 

th.~ptn1·p cionic~ltr.ned on use 

me:th()oS are olstlnjglllShe:d 

t:II.lpIlL<1lSlllS on 

outC(lImce: a concern 

... an "'''''., .. '''' .. rlec()JUutton resleaf(~h nroc:ess on res:ealrch suual1101n.''I28 

_"'T1n.,,'",,'"'' or 

or UZIllon::<1 

I to resl~(:h same area-

women or C011SCIOUSi 

not want to 

women t:XIDt:I,lt:l[ICln~ oomc,stllC 

torrnaltion "'~I'I1ill ..... rI was common to us 

127 Hm'dmg. 1987. 
128 Cassell & 
129 Reinharz. 1992. 
130 See for Cassell & 

context 

Reinharz 

sector res:ponsc~s to 

own 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

Rachel Carter: The DV A - Increased for Women? 

I \'&"""''-'.'''\'& to CO··Ial[;m 

was not 

prOlcess, to laemuy eX(~rClses were most su,~ce:ss]:u 

CO··Ia(aUtatlIOn answers some 

...... ' .... ", ..... ,"' .......... women is nnOlIllg i)'I.U",,"UII'-' 

women 

women 

most 

dec:lde:d to use Ul".Tnf'n 

one 

we, as 

area: 

our prclpo:sal, 

to access women 

numerous 

were 

access, 

tlcllpants were 

are 

,..,,,,,11,,,,..,. .... ,,' .. "",.,..h as 

not to 

.xu, .. Ir .... " to dlSCU~;S 

.... I'U"'",<!T<1 on a .. n' ....... , 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

Racbel Carter: Tbe DV A - Increased for Women? 

can on resources 

were were to 

our IV,",QUVl1 

asa 

UU.1Vl">:lI as an 

"'~ .. , ..... , .. ~, I aelme:a access. 

were 

reSiealfch me:th()c:ls were more "'V.U'~I1"',I\.. 

qUt~St1jDnS we 

attc~mlJtirlg to answer we stnlggled to "''''''''JI'.&' 

was reslear<~h DlrOCjeSSC~S as 

some sort 

lll1l,LUIlt:S or 

case 

to uncover 

were, conllmtted to gauung 

we to cOlltatn, »"""''''6''' or sm:,pon we 

131 i.e. not 
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Chapter 5; Research Findings 

This chapter will provide a descriptive sunullllry of th~ information gatftt,r~d during th~ re~~areh 

process outlined above. First basic demographic data on the re,~arch participallts will be 

preSl.'Ilted, then the information gathewd using a lIianglllation of three key methods _ the 

workshops, illtL"TYi~ws and COllrt obs~rvatirl11 - will iJ<, described separately to demonstrate the 

relativ~ efficacy of ea.::h method. Analysis and discussion of this information will b~ cam ed Ollt 

in L'bapter 6. 

In seeking to an,WIT the res~arch ql.e,tion, 'ThlL"' th~ Dome,tic VioleJ'Ce Act succeed in 

docr~asing th~ incid~nc~ and s~vmity of violmlc~ agaillst womell?' I hav~ sought to highlight 

data which r~v~als ooth the violences of secondary victimization from within the criminal justice 

'ystClll, and tbe dirccl "lolenc~ cxperienced by women within th~ home. 

1. Participant Demographics 

Becam;c of tbe group natllre of thi, research, and the foclIs on '~TYic~ provisioll rather than ill 

depth c.>..ploration of personal experienc~s, we did not gain a great deal of personal illfonllatiOll 

abollt participallts. The data w~ did collect was during group icebreaker sessiolls at the start of 

~a.::h workshop whcre we asked participants to put together collagc 'portraits' of themsdve" 

Thi, was m~ant to be a relaxing, creativ~ ex~rcise but also provided us with basic details such as 

ag~ and number of children. 

Fig, 1: Ag. Distrib"lioo of R . .. ... <h f'artidp.nls (n- 39) 
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Fig. 2: Dis{ribmiou of Participants By Race (u""49) 

As you can See 10 Fig 1 ami 2 above, the majority (67%) of the women who participated in OUI 

research proce'8 were hetween twenty-fj;' e and forty-four years of age (n=39) and most (~60/0) 

identified a' coloured (n=49). Of the total forty-nin e women, thirty had betwcL'1l OnC and threc 

children, or werc prcgnant with their Ilrst child. Nine had nO childrL'1l, and eleven did not 

dIs.close whcther or oot they were parents. 

2. The Worbhops 

As discw;sed in Chapter 4 ah<.we, thc workshops were of limited SucceSS in tenns of yielding 

great d~"th or breadth of infonnation regarding WOmL'1l'S experiences with the DVA. This was 

due to the group setting, our focus on case studiO' rather than individual narratives, the time 

given to 'training' rather than questioning, and the limited number of sessions which each 

woman attended In order to capture and analyse these rO'earch sessions, wc requestcd 

pcnnission (0 record six of the nine workshops (wc fclt (hat (he lim( intnxluctory session in each 

shelter wou ld not yield much data so decided to case participant, into the proces, by not 

recording the sO'sion) - agreement was granted for five of these six. These recording, wer" 

sub'equently transcribed and 'orne data emerged on two key themes: pcrcqltion, and 

experiences of the criminal j listie" system and the Domestic Viol"nce Act, and baniers to acC"'8 

to J lIstice. 
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