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Class determination, one of the problem areas, is discussed
later on and therefore occupies no place here1. For the
moment methodological issues must detain us: in particular,
the problem of correlation, the problem of paradigms, the
problem of definition of structure, and the problem of praxis

analysis.

b) Methodological Issues

Difficult as it is, methodological precision requires
a critical attitude towards one's own language. The following
is therefore an attempt to specify and justify certain
assumptions made in the subsequent empirical analysis using as
a starting point the epistemological questions raised by the
French sociologist Boudonz.

Firstly, Boudon distinguishes between descriptive and
monothetic sociology: the first seeks to demonstrate a point of
view and is therefore merely sociographic; the second seeks a
general perspective on social reality whereby the tasks of
description and explanation are systematically linked rather
than inferred by mere correlation. Clearly the second approach
is analytically superior. The issue boils down to the question

of correlation whereby the links between the description of a

phenomenon and its supposed explanation are not simply determined

. . . 3
in linear fashion™.

The linear form of analysis can be written as:

y = f£x),
where y is a direct function of x. For the purposes of the
present study this could be translated as:

religious superstructure (y) is a straightforward factor
of the economic base (x).

1. g.v. Part Two,pp.148ff.
2. The Crisis in Sociology, (1980).

3. This distinction between descriptive and explanatory analysis
is similar to the distinction made by Weber between direct
observational understanding ('aktuelles verstehen') and the
understanding of motive ('erkldrendes verstehen'); g.v. A.
Levison (1974), p.57.
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